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Introduction 
The summary tables published in this State Trial Court Jurisdiction 

Guide for Statistical Reporth.g provide, in greatly condensed form, the 
information relating to completeness and comparability of state court 
statistics. These tables are derived from the individual court profiles 
in a much longer working document being used by the Court Statistics and 
Information Management Project to classify the case load statistics of the 
fifty states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

Background and purpose 

Preparation of the jurisdiction guide was an outgrowth of the 
automation of the database for the State Court Caseload Statistics: 
Annual Report series, implemented in 1983. The coding of the various 
data elements required a precision which at that time did not exist. For 
example, where states were reporting general terms (like "civil" and 
"criminal"), these statistics could only be coded as "unclassified" if 
the Court Statistics and Information Management Project (CSIM) staff did 
not know exactly what types of cases were included in those categories. 
Data in an unclassified category are not comparable to any other data. A 
second problem resulted when a case category that a court system handled 
was unidentified. If, for example, the case category "mental health" was 
missing in a state's statistics and it was unknown which court(s) in the 
system had jurisdiction over that case type, there was no way to tell 
whether caseload statistics for that category were unavailable or were 
collapsed into a broader category. Lack of these kinds of information 
made it impossible to determine which data were complete and comparable. 

The jurisdiction guide was undertaken to permit the accurate coding 
of the annual report database. Since a major research effort would be 
required to gather the jurisdictional information needed, the Court 
Statistics and Information Systems (CSIS) Committee of the Conference of 
State Court Administrators (COSCA) agreed that staff should at the same 
time ask other questions that significantly affect the comparability of 
case load data. Issues such as how criminal cases are counted, the 
definition of a felony, how felonies are counted in the pre-indictment 
stage, how dollar limits in civil cases vary, and the like, affect the 
comparability of state court statistics. The jurisdiction guide would 
systematically gather as much information as possible regarding 
completeness and comparability of state court caseload statistics. 

Methodology 

The members of the Conference of State Court Administrators, at the 
behest of their CSIS Committee, agreed to complete jurisdiction profiles 
for each court in their state. Four trial court jurisdiction guide 
profiles (civil, criminal, traffic/other violation, and juvenile--see 
Appendix A for prototypes) were devised. A set for each state court in 
the country was filled in for the year 1981 by CSD1 staff, based on 
available information, and then sent to the Administrative Office of the 
Courts (AOC) in each state. A contact person (or persons) in each AOC, 
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knowledgeable about that state's statistics, was assigned to correct and 
complete the profiles. When the profiles were returned to the National 
Center for State Courts, CSIM staff matched the 1981 statistics for each 
state to the jurisdiction guide profiles. Lengthy telephone 
conversations were held with AOC staff to reconcile differences, clarify 
responses, and inquire further into the reporting practices of each 
state. 

When the contact person and CSIM staff agree that the jurisdiction 
profiles were correct, each State Court Administrator was asked to 
provide the name of a court official in each court in his state to which 
the profile would be sent for a field check. The field checks were 
completed by about half the states. 

The 1981 profiles asked if any jurisdictional changes had occurred 
that affected the data reported for 1982 and 1983. Telephone calls were 
used to obtain the same information regarding changes in 1984. The 
summary tables produced here are based on the information contained in 
482 revised 1984 profiles for 206 state and local courts in 49 of the 50 
states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Courts were included 
whether or not they provide data to the AOC; only by including the entire 
state court system could it be determined where all case types were being 
handled and whether data reported for each case type were complete. 

In the process of completing the first jurisdiction guid~, the 
questions that CSIM staff asked changed as more was learned about the 
mechanics of individual court operations. Assumptions about generic 
terms like small claims had to be revised as it became apparent that the 
small claims process is not uniform, but varies from state to state, 
permitting j!.lry trials and lawyers in some jurisdictions but exc luding 
them in others. Some questions remain unanswered; AOC staff in some 
states had more time to devote to and more interest in this effort than 
others. New questions were added during the compilation process, such as 
how reopened cases are counted. 

The jurisdi~tion profiles are working documents and will not be 
published. They will, however, be revised annually before data for each 
nation-wide annual report in the State Court Caseload Statistics series 
are collected. Court systems change and reporting systems are modified. 
Further probing will be needed in future guides to clarify anomalies such 
as the fact that many jurisdictions do not count support-custody cases as 
separate from marriage dissolution cases but consider them a step in the 
processing of a dissolution case. Thus the jurisdiction profiles will be 
a continually evolving resource. Comments and corrections from court 
officials in the field will be a welcome part of the revision process and 
should be directed to the CSIM Project, 300 Newport Avenue, Williamsburg, 
Virginia, 23185. 

Significance of the jurisdiction guide 

Probably the most significant accomplishment of the jurisdiction 
guide is the improvement in the integrity of the annual report database. 
Complete data are now much more clearly identified, and all of the 
information collected in the jurisdiction guide is available in the 
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database. This will permit identification of courts with comparable 
jurisdictions, from which data can be extracted and analy~ed, not only by 
CSIM projec t staff, but by court offic ials and researchers through access 
to the data tapes available through the Inter-University Consortium for 
Political and Social Research at the University of Michigan, P.o. Box 
1248, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48206. 

The other major benefit is that the guide's contents make it possible 
for the annual report series to be brought up to date and kept current. 
Instead of waiting fo~ each state to publish its annual report, which 
causes a two-year tim,e lag in the production of the national Annual 
Report, CSIM staff can now cla~sify raw data from the states accordi~g to 
the jurisdiction guide. This will permit the production of the 
nation-wide annual report within the year following the actual handling 
of the caseload by the states. 

Learning process 

The jurisdiction guide has collected an enormous amount of 
information about the state courts, all of which has b~en integrated into 
the annual report series database. A great deal more i~ known now about 
which jurisdictions and which data are comparable and which data are 
complete. eSIM staff have found the guide a demanding, but exciting 
learning task. Many Aoe staff have also commented in the struggle to 
complete their jurisdiction profiles that they have been forced to 
examine issues and answer questions they had never before tackled. A 
number of the Aoe contacts asked how their state compared with other 
states. The summary tables presented here should answer both that 
que:;tion and a related one. expressed in phone conversations--"Doesn't 
everyone do it this way?" 
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Table 1. State trial court jurisdictions and record requirements, 1984 

CO'1Unents: This table is the most general of all the tables derived fronl the trial court jurisdicti.on 
guide, in that it shows which courts in each state court system handle cases in the broad 
categories civil, criminal, traffic/other violations, and juvenile. These broad categories are 
used in the State Court Case Load Statistics: Annual Report series and were approved by the COSCA 
CSLS COI1UlIlttee. 

Detailed tables for each of these broad categories are found in Table 2 (civil), Table 7 
(criminaL), Table l4 (traffic/other violations), and Table 16 (juvenile). 

State/court 

ALABAMA 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Probate Court 
Municipal Court 

ALASKA 
Superior Court 
District Court 

AR[ZOt<A 
Superior Court 
Justices of the Peace 

Court 

Municipal Court 

ARKllt<SAS 
Circuit Court 
Chancery and Probate 

Court 
Court of Common Pleas 
County Court 
Municipil 1 Court 
City Court, Police Court 

CALIFORNIA 
Superior Court 
Justice Cnurt 
Municipal Court 

COLORADO 
District Court 
Water Court 
County Cou rt 
Municipill Court 

CONtlECT [CUT 
Superior Court 
Probate Court 

DELAWARE 
Court of Chancery 
Superior Court 
Family Court 
Court of Common Pleas 
Justice of the Peace 

Court 
Municipal Court of 

Hilmington 
Alderman's Court 

Cene ra l/ 
limited 
juri.s­
dic­
tion 

G 
L 
L 
L 

C 
L 

G 

L 

L 

G 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
C 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 
G 
I­
L 

L 

L 
L 

Verbatim 
tran-
sc ript 
requ ired 

x 

x 
X 

x 

x 

X 
X 

x 

x 

X 

X 
X 
X 

Verbatim 
trilnscript 
not 
required 

X 
X 
X 

X (unless 
serious) 

X (some may 
record) 

x 

x 

X 

depends on municip. 

X 
only by agreement 

X 
X 
X 
X 

x: 

X 
X 

X = TranscrLpt requirements and jurisdictLon of the court. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 

Preceding page blank 5 

Civil 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

Case categories handled 

Criminal. 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

x 
X 
X 

x 

X 
X 

Traffic/ 
other 
violations 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

x 
X 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

x 
X 

Juveni.le 

X 
X 

X 

x 

x 

X 

x 

x 

X 



Table 1 : (continued) 

General/ 
limi ted Verbatim Ve rba ~ im Case eate!1,orics handled 
juris- tran- t rallse r ipt Traffic/ 
dic- script not otller 

State/court tion re'lu ired re~tJ ired Civil CrimllHJl violations Juven i.le 

DISTIHCT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Court G X X X X X 

FLORIDA 
Circuit Cou·rt G X X X X 
County Court I. X X X X 

GEORGIA 
Superior Court G X X X X X 
Juven i le Court L X X X 
State Court L X X X X 
Probate Court L X X X X 
Magistrate Court L X X X X 
Civil Court L X X X 
Muntc ipa 1 Court L X X X 
Recorder's Court L X X X 

HAWAII 
Circuit Court G X X X X X 
District Court L X X X X 

IDAHO 
District Court G X X X X X 

ILLINOIS 
Circuit Court G X X X X X 

INDIANA 
Circuit Court and 

Superior Court G X X X X X 
Probate Court L X X X 
County Court L X X X X 
Municipal Court of 

Marion County L X X X X 
Small Claims Court of 

Marion County L X X X 
City Court and Town Court L X X X X 

IOWA 
District Court G X X X X X 

KANSAS 
District Court C X X X X X 
Municipal Court L X X 

KENTUCKY 
Ci rcu it Court G X X X 
District Court L Recorded X X X X 

electronicallz: 
LOUrSIANA 

District Court G X X X X 
City Court and Parish 

Court, and Municipal 
Court and Tra Efic 
Court of New Orleans L X X X X X 

F ami ly Court and 
Juvenile Court L X X X 

Justice of the Peace 
Court L X X X 

Mayor's Court L X X 

X = Transcript requirements and jurisdiction of the cou rt. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
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Table 1: (continued) 

State/court 

MAINE 
Superior Court 
District Court 

General! 
1 imi~ed 
juris­
dic­
tion 

G 
L 

Verbatim 
tran­
script 
required 

x 

Verbatim 
t ransc r ipt 
not 
required 

X (but 

Civil 

X 
X 

Probate Court L Unknown 
record may be taken) 

X 

MARYLAND 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Orphans' Court 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Trial Court of the 

Conunonwealth 

MICHIGAN 
Circuit Court 
Court of Claims 
District Court 
Municipal Court 
Probate Court 

MINNESOTA 
District Court 
County Court, 

Probate Court, 
Conciliation Court, and 
County Municipal Court 

G 
L 
L 

G 

G 
G 
L 
L 
L 

G 

L 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

Unknown 

X 

X 

X 

MISSISSIPPI (No information available from State Court Administrator--
Source is State Court Organization, 1980) 

X 
X 
X 

x 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

Circuit Court G X X 
Chancery Court G X X 
County Court L Unknown X 
Family Court L Unknown X 
Municipal Court L Unknown 
Justice Court L Unknown X 

MISSOIJRI 
Circuit Court G 

MONTANA 
District Court G 
Justice of the Peace 

Court and Municipal Court L 
City Court L 

NEBRASKA 
District Court 
Workmen's Compensation 

Court 
Separate Juvenile Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

NEVADA 
District Court 
Justice Court 
Munic ipal Court 

G 

L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

X 

X 

X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X = Transcript requirements and jurisdiction of the court. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
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X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

Case categories handled 

Criminal 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

x 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

Traffic! 
other 
violations 

X 
X 

x 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

Juvenile 

x 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 



Table 1 : (continued) 

General/ 
1 i,"i ted Verbatim Verbatim Case categories handled 
juris- tran- t ransc ript Traffic/ 
d ic- script not other 

State/court tion reguired ~uired Civil Criminal violations Juvenile 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Superior Court G X X X 
District Court L X X X X X 
Probate Court L Recorded X 

electronically 
Munic ipa 1 Court L X X X X 

NEW JERSEY 
Superior Court (Law 

Division and 
Chancery Division) G X X X X 

Superior Court Law 
Division, Spec ia 1 
Civil Part L X X X X 

Municipal Court L X X X 
Surrogate's Court L X X 

NEW MeXICO 
District Court G X X X X 
Magistrate Court L X X X X 
Bernalillo County 

Metropolitan Court L X X X X 
Probate Court L X X 
Municipal Court L X X 

NEW YORK 
Supreme Court G X X X 
County Court G X X X 
Civil Court of the City 

of New York L X X 
Criminal Court of the 

City of New York L X X X 
Family Court L X X X 

District Court and City 
Court L X X X X 

Surrogates' Court L X X 
Court of Claims L X X 
Town Court and Village 

Justice Court L X X X X 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Superior Court G X X X 
District Court L X X X X X 

NORTH DAKOTA 
District Court G X X X X X 
County Court L X X X X 
Municipal Court L X X X 

OHro 
Court of Connnon Pleas G X X X X 

County Court 1. X X X X 
Municipal Court L X X X X 

Court of Claims L X X 
Mayor's Court L X X X 

OKLAHOMA 
District Court G X X X X X 

Court of Tax Review L X X 
Municipal Criminal Court 

of Record and Municipal 
Court Not of Record L X X X 

X = Transcript requirements and jurisdiction of the court. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
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Table 1: {continued} 

State/court 

OREGON 
Circuit Court 
Tax Court 
Distcict Court 
County Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of Common Pleas 
District Justice Court 
Philadelphia Municipal 

Court 
Philadelphia Traffic 

Court 
Pittsburgh City 

Magistrates Court 

PUEKTO Rrco 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Municipal Judges 

RHODE ISLAND 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Family Court 
Probate Court 
Municipal Court 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Circuit Court 
Family Court 
Magistrate Court 
Probate Court 
Municipal Court 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit Court 

TENNESSr:E 
Circuit Court and 

Criminal Court 
Law and Equity Court 
Chancery Court 
General Sessions Court 
Probate Court 
Municipal Court 
Juvenile Court 

TEXAS 
District Court and 

Griminal District Court 
County Court at Law, 

Constitutional County 
Court, and Probate 
Court 

Municipal Court 
Justice of the Peace 

Cour:t 

Genera 1/ 
1 imited 
juris­
dic­
tion 

G 
G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 

L 

L 

L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 

G 
G 
G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 

L 
L 

L 

Ve rbatim 
t ran­
script 
required 

x 
X 
X 

Unknown 
Unknown 

X 

X 

X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
Unknown 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

x 

X 

x 

Verbatim 
transcript 
not 
required 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

x 

X (8 excep­
tions) 

x 

X = Transcript requirements and jurisdictlon of the court. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
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Civil 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

x 

X 

x 

x 

Case categories handled 

Criminal 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

Tra ffic I 
other 
violations 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

x 

x 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 
X 

X 

Juveni le 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Table 1 : (continued) 

Genera 11 
limited Ve rbat im Verbatim Case cate&ories handled 
juris- tran- t r ... nsc ript Traffic! I dic- script not other 

State/court tion re9uired re9u ired civil Criminal violations Juveni Ie 

UTAH 
District Court G X X X 
Circuit Court L X X X X 
Just ice of the Peace 

Court L X X X X 
Juvenile Court L X X X 

VERMONT 
Superior Court G X X 
District Court G X X X X X 
Probate Court L X X 

VTRGINIA 
Circuit Court G X X X X 
District Court L X X X X X 

WASHINGTON 
Superior Court G X X X X 
District ~ourt L Electronically X X X 
Municipal CO'lrt L X X X 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court G X X X X 
Hagistrate Court L X X X X 
Municipal Court L X X X 

WISCONSIN 
Circuit Court G X X X X X 
Municipa I Court L Electronically X X 

WYOMING 
District Court G X X X X 
County Court L Electronically X X X 
Justice of the Peace 

Court L X X X X 
Municipal Court L X X 

X = Transc r ipt requirements and jurisdiction of the court. 
-- = This court does not have jurisd ict ion in this cas:! type. 
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Table 2. Civil case type jurisdiction by state trial courts, 1984 

Conunents: The civil case type classifications used in this table :Ire those "sed in the State Court Caseload 
Statistics: Annual Report series. They have been chosen as a mudel set of d,1ta elements for case load 
inventory by the CaSCA Court Statistics and [nfonnation Systems Connnittee and are defi.ned in State Court 
Model Statistical Dictionary and Supplement. 

In the trial court juriSdiction guide, CS[M staff have ascertained from AOC staff in each state exactly 
what case types are handled in each court and how they should be classified into the CSIM case load 
inventory. 

State/court 

ALABAMA 
Circuit Court 

Ceneral/ 
limited 
juris-
d ic­
tion 

G 
District Court L 
Probate Court L 

(does not report data to AOC) 
ALASKA 

Superior Court 
District Court 

ARIZONA 
Superior Court 
Justices of the Peace Court 

ARKANSAS 
Circuit Court 
Chancery Court and Probate 

Court 
Court of Common Pleas 
County Court 
Municipal Court 
City Court, Police Court 

CALIFORNIA 
Superior Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

COLORADO 
District Court 
Water Court 
County Court 

CONNECT[CUT 
Superior Court 
Probate Court 

DELAWARE 
Court of Chancery 
Superior Court 
Family Court 
Justice of the Peace Court 
Court of Common Pleas 
Alderman's Court 

C 
L 

G 
L 

G 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
G 
L 

G 
L 

G 
G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

Con­
Tort tract 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

x. 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

(X) 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

x 

X 
X 

x 
x 

x = This court has jurisdiction in this case type. 

Real Domes- Adminis-
prop- tic trative 
erty Small rela- Mental agency 
rights claims tions health Estate appeal 

X 
X 

x. 

x. 
X 

X 

X 

X 
(X) 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 
X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

X 
X 

x 

X 

X 

x. 

X 

X 

x 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

x 

x 

-- = This court does not have juriSdiction in this case type. 

Trial 
court 

~ 

X 

x. 

x. 

X 

X 

x 

X 

x 

Miscel­
laneous 

x 

x 

X 
X 
X 

X 

x. 

x 

( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case cypes: torts, contracts, and real prDperty 
rights. Unless othervise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the theee. 
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Table 2: (continued) 

State/court 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Court 

FLORIDA 
Circuit Court 
County Court 

GEORGIA 
Superior Court 
State Court 
Probate Court 

General/ 
limited 
juris-
d ic-
t ion 

G 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 

Magistrate Court L 
Mun i.e i pa 1 Cou rt L 

(does not report data to AOC) 
Civi I Court L 

(does not report data to AOC) 
HAWAU 

Circuit Court 
District Court 

IDAHO 
District Court 

ILLINOIS 
Circuit Court 

IN/)[ANA 

lQWA 

Superi.or Court and Circuit 
Court 

Probate Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court of Marion 

County 
Small Claims Court of Marion 

County 
City Court and Town Court 

District Court 

KANSAS 
Distri.ct Coux-t 

KENTUCKY 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

LOUIsrANA 

G 
L 

G 

G 

G 
L 
L 

L 

L 
L 

c 

G 

G 
L 

Distlict Court G 
City Court and Parish Court L 
Family Court and Juvenile Court L 
Justice of the Peace Court L 

(does not report data to AOe) 
MAINE 

Superior Court G 
Distx-ict Court L 
Probate Court L 

(does not report data to AOe) 

Con­
Tort tract 

x 

x 
X 

X 
X 

x 

x 
X 

X 
X 

(X) eX) 
X X 

X X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

x 

X 

x 

X 
X 

X 
X 

x 
X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

x 

x 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X - This court has jurisdiction in this case type. 

Rcal /)ollles- Adlllinis-
p~op- tic trative 
erty Small rela- Mental agency 
rights claims tions health Estate appeal 

x 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

x 

x 

X 

x 

x 

X 

x 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

x 

x 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

X 

x 

X 

x 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

x 
X 

X 

x 

x 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

x 

X 

X 

x 

X 

x 

x 

X 

X 

x 

x 

X 

x 

X 

x 

x 

x 

x 

X 

X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

x 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

x 

X 

-- - This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 

Trial 
court 

~ 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Miscel­
laneous 

x 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

e ) - Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts, crntracts, and real property 
rights. Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the three. 
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Table 2: (continued) 

State/court 

MARYI..AND 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
dic­
tion 

G 
L 

Orphans' Court L 
(does not report data to AOC) 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Trial Court of the Co~nonwealth: 

Superior Court Dept. 
Housing Court Dept. 
District Court Dept. 
Boston Municipal Court Dept. 
Land Court Dept. 
Probate and FamiLy Ct. Dept. 

MICHIGAN 
Circuit Court 
Court of Claims 
District Court 
Munic ipa l Court 
Probate Court 

MINNESOTA 
District Court 
County Court, 

Probate Court, 
Conciliation Court, 
County Municipal Court 

MISSISSIPPI -- No data available 

MISSOURI 
Circuit Court 

MONTANA 
District Court 
Justice of the Peace Court and 

G 
G 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 

G 

Municipal Court L 
(does not report data to AOC) 

ci ty Court L 
(does not report data to AOC) 

NEBRASKA 
District Court 
Workmen's Compensation Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

NEVADA 
Distric t Court 
Justice Court 
Muricipal Court 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Probate Court 
Municipal Court 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 

Con­
Tort tract 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X = Thi$ court has jurisdiction in this case type. 

Rea l 
prop-

Domes­
tic 

Adminis­
trative 

erty SmalL rela- MentaL agency 
rights claims tions health Estate appeal 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

x 

x 

X 

X 

X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

x 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

x 

X 

X 
X 

X 

-- ~ This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 

Tria l 
court 

~ 

X 

x 
X 

x 

X 

X 
X 

X 

x 

x 

X 

Miscel­
laneous 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

X 

X 

( ) = SmalL claims cases do not include one of the usuaL three case types: torts, contracts, and real property 
rights. Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small cLaims cases may be any of the three. 
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Table 2: {continued} 

State/court 

NEW JERSEY 
Superior Court (Law Division 

and Chancery Division) 
Law Division, Special civil 

Part 

Genera 1/ 
limited 
juris­
dic­
tion 

G 

L 
Surrogate's Court L 

(does not report data to AOG) 
NEW MEXiCO 

District Court 
Magistrate Court 
Bernalillo County Metropolit~n 

Court 

G 
L 

L 
Probate Court L 

(does not report data to AOC) 
NEW YORK 

Supreme Court 
Coullty Court 
Civil Court of the City of 

New York 
Family Court 
District Court and CIty Court 
Surrogates' Court 
Court of Claims 
Town Court and Village 

G 
G 

L 
L 
I, 
L 
L 

Justice Court L 
(does not report data to AOC) 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Superior Court 
District Court 

NORTH DAKOTA 
District Court 
County Court 

OHIO 
Court of COlTUnon Pleas 
County Court 
Municipal Court 
Court of Claims 

OKLAHOMA 
District Court 
Court of Tax Review 

OREGON 
Circuit Court 
Tax Court 
District Court 
County Court 
Justice Court 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of Common Pleas 
District Justice Court 
Philadelphia Municipal Court 
Pittsburgh City Magistrates 

Court 

G 
L 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 
G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

L 

Con­
Tort tract 

x 

x 

X 
X 

X 

x 
X 

x 

X 

x 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

x 

x 

x 

x 
X 

X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

x 

x 

X 

x 

X X 
X X 

(X) (X) 

X - This court has jurisdiction in this case type. 

Rea 1 DOllles- Admillis-
prop- tic trative 
erty Small rela- Melltal agency 
rights claims lions health Estate appeal 

x 

x 

x 
X 

X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

X 
X 

X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

x 

X 

X 

x 

X 
X 
X 

X 

x 

X 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

x 

X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

(Handl.ed 
in lower 
criminal 
courts) 

x 

x 

X 

X 

X(juv) X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 

Tri.al 
court 

~ 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

Miscel­
laneous 

x 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts, contracts, and real property 
rights. Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the three. 
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Table 2: (continued) 

State/court 

PUERTO RICO 
Superior Court 
District Court 

RHODE ISLAND 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Family Court 
Probate Court 

(does not report data to AOC) 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

Circuit C'"Iurt 
Family Court 
Magistrate Court 
Probate Court 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit Court 

TENNESSEE 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
dic­
tion 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 

Circuit Court G 
Law and Equity Court G 
Chancery Court G 
General Sessions Court L 

(does not report data to AOC) 
Probate Court L 

(does not report data to AOC) 
Juvenile Court L 

(does not report data to AOC) 
TEXAS 

UTAH 

District Court 
County Court at Law, Consti­

tutional County 
Court, and Probate Court 

Justice of the Peace Court 

District Court 
Circuit Court 
3~stice of the Peace Court 

VERMONT 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Probate Court 

VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

WASHINGTON 
Superior Court 
District Court 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court 
Magistrate Court 

G 

L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
G 
L 

G 
L 

G 
L 

G 
L 

Con­
Tort t rae t -----
x 
X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 

x 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type. 

Real Domes-
prop- tic 
erty Small rela- Mental 
rights claims tions health Estate 

X 
X 

X 
X 

x 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

x 
X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

x 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 

Adminis­
trative 
agency 
appeal 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

x 

x 

Tria I 
court 

~ 

X 

x 

X 

X 

y. 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Miscel­
laneous 

X 
X 

x 

x 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts, contracts, and real property 
rights. Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the three. 
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Table 2: (continued) 
General/ 
limited Real Domes- Adminls-
ju ris- prop- tic trative Trial 
dic- Con- erty SlIIa II re la- Mental agency court Miscel-

State/court t ion ~~ rights claims tions health Estate aeeeal ~ laneous 

Io/[SCONSIN 
Circuit Court G X X X X X X X X X X 

WYOMING 
District Gnurt G X X X X X X X X 
County Court L X X X X X 
Justice of the 

Peace Court L X X X X 

X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
( ) - Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts, contracts, and real property 

rights. Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the three. 
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Table 3. Dollar range for original civil filings in state trial courts, 1984 

Comments: This table indicates a wide variation in dollar amounts in civil cases, which affec:s the comparability of caseloads among individual 
courts. 

The jurisdiction guide has pointed up the difficulty of classifying civil cases in which damages are sought. Most state~ have one court 
in which there is no maximum dollar amount that can be sought, one or more courts in which the dollar amount is limited, and one or more 
courts that hear small claims cases. This table has been constructed to illustrate these three different situations. 

The jurisdiction guide has also revealed that there is no uniformity in what states are calling small claims cases. Three state and 
Puerto Rico have no small claims procedure. Some states permit jury tri<als in small claims; some do •. ot permit lawyers; informal sununary 
procedures predominate but are not universal--as indicated in the table. 

Name of court 

ALABAMA 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

ALASKA 
Superior Court 
District Court 

ARIZONA 
Superior Court 
Justices of the Peace Court 

ARKANSAS 
Circuit Court 
Court of Cornmon Pleas 
Municipal Court 
City Court, Police Court 

CALIFORNIA 
Superior Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

COLORADO 
District Court 
Water Court 
County Court 

General/ 
limited 
juri5-
dic­
tion 

G 
L 

G 
L 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
G 
L 

Small claims 
Unlimited dollar amount Limited dollar amount 

Torts, contracts, real propertv Torts, contracts. real property 
Minimum/maximllm Minimum/ma;:K.::i.::m:;:u:;:m:-___ _ 

Maximum Jury 
dollar trials 

$ 500/No maximu!!: 
$ 

a /No maximum 

$ SaO/No maximum 

$ lOa/No maximum 
$ 

$IS,DOO/No maximum 

a /No maximum 
a /No maximum (only real property) 

500/ 55,000 $ 500 

a /SlO,OOO $2,000 
$15,000 auto tort 

0 /$ 2,500 $ 500 

500/$ 1 000 (contract only) 
' $ 3liO 

a 

0 
0 

a 

/$ )00 (contract and 

/SIS,OOO 
/SlS,OOO 

/$ 5,000 

rE'a 1 p rope rty) 

$1,500 
H,sOO 

H,ooo 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 
No 

No 

Sununary 
procedures 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Lawyers 
per­
mitted 

Optional 

No 

No 

No 
No 

No 
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Table 3: (continued) 

Name of court 

CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court 

DELAWARE 
Court of Chancery 
Superior Court 
Court of Common Pleas 
Justice of the Peace Court 
Alderman's Cou~t 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Court 

FLORIDA 
Circuit Court 
County Court 

GEORGIA 
Superior Court 
State Court 
Civil Court 
Magistrate Court 
Municipal Court 

HAWAII 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

IDAHO 
District Court 

Magistrates Division 

ILLINOIS 
ci rcuit Court 

Gen~ral/ 

1 in i ted 
jur -:­
dic­
tion 

G 

G 
G 
L 
L 
L 

G 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 
G 

G 

Unlimited dollar amount 
Torts, contracts, real nroperty 

Minimum/maximum 

o 

o 
o 

/No maximum 

/No maximum 
/No maximum 

Limi:ed dollar amount 
Torts, contracts, real property 

Minimum/maximum 

$ 1,500/$15,000 
o /$ 1,500 

Maximum 
dollar 

$1,000 

$ 1,500 

Small claims 

Jury 
trials 

No 

No 

SUlIDDary 
procedures 

Yes 

Yes 

S 750 Yes Yes 
before Nov. I, 1984: 
$750* / No maximum 
(*except for torts, 
after Nov. I, 1984: 
$2,OOO/no maximum 

where jurisdiction belo~ $750 is ccncurrent with small claims) 

$ 5,000/ No maX1mum 

o 
o 

/No maximum 
/Varies (no real property) 

$ I,OOO/No maximum 

o /No maximum 

o / No maX1mUIJ 

$ 1, 500/ $5, 000 

o /$3,000-25,000 

$2,000 

$1,500 

Varies 

Yes 

No 
No 

52,500 Yes 
o /Sl,500-7,500 Sl,500-7,500 Yes 

o /SlO,OOO $2,500 No 

o /$10,000 $2,000 No 

$2,500 Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Lawyers 
per­
mitted 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 



INDIANA 
Superior Court and Circuit Court G 0 /No maximum H,500 No Yes Yes 
County Court L 0 /$ 5,000 53,000 No Yes Yes 
Municipal Court of Marion County L 0 /$15,000 (July 1, 1984) 
Small Claims Court of Marion 

County L $3,000 No Yes Yes 
Cit;., Court and Town Court L 0 /$500-2,500 (no real 

~ro~ert:t) 

IOwA 
Dist ric t Court G 0 /No maximum $2,000 No Yes Yes 

KANSAS 
Dis t ric t Court G 0 /No maximum $ 500 No Yes No 

KENTUCKY 
Circuit Court G $ 2,500/No max~mum 
District Court L 0 /$ 2,500 $1,000 No Yes Yes 

LOUISIANA 
Oistrict Court G 0 /No maxinoum 
City Court and Parish Court L 0 /$5,000 $1,500 No Yes Yes 
Justice of the Peace Court L $1,200 No Yes 

t-' 
MAINE 

\0 Superior Court G 0 /No max~mum 
District Court L 0 /$30,000 $1,400 No Yes Yes 

MARYLAND 
Circuit Court G $ 2,500/No maximum 
District Court L 0 /$10,000 $1,000 No Yes 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Trial Court of the Commonwealth G 

Superior Court Department G $ 7,500 INo maximum 
Housing Court Department L 0/$7,500 (only real $1,200 No Yes Yes 

property) 
District Court Department L 0 /$ 7,500 H,200 No Yes Yes 
Boston Municipal Court Dept. L 0 /$ 7,500 St,200 No Yes Yes 

MICHIGAN 
Circuit Court G $lO,OOO/No maximum 
District Court L 0 /$10,000 $ 600 No Yes 
Municipal Court L 0 /$ 1,500 $1,500 No Yes 



Table 3: (continued) 
General/ 
limited Small claims 
juris- Unlimited dollar amount Limited dollar amount Lawyers 
dic- Torts I conrracts I real I.'rol.'ert:t Torts! contracts, rea 1 I.'r0l.'ert:t Maximum Jury Summary per-

Name of court tion Min imum/maximum Minimum/maximum do Ua r trials I.'rocedures mitted 

MINNESOTA 
District Court G a /No maximum 
County Court L $ 1,000/$15,000 $1,250 No Yes 
County Municipal Court L S 1,000/$15,000 $1,250 No Yes 
Conciliation Court L $1,250 No Yes 

(except land titles) 

MISSISSIPPI -- No data available 

MISSOURI 
Circuit Court G a INo maximum 

Associates Division a /S 5,000 Sl,OOO No Yes No 

~IONTANA 

District Court G $ 50 /No maxi.mum 
Justice of the Peace Court L a /t 3,000 53,000 No Yes No 
City Court and Municipal Court L a /S 300 $ 300 No Yes No 

NEBRASKA 
N District Court G a INo maximum 
0 County Court L a /$10,000 $1,000 No Ye.s 

Mun icipa 1 Cou rt L a /$10, 000 $1,000 No Yes 

NEVADA 
District Court G S 1,000 INo maximum 
Justice Court L a /t 1,250 $1,000 No Yes Yes 
Municipal Court L a /$ 1,250 $1,000 No Yes Yes 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Superior Court G S SOO/No maXl.mum 
District Court L a It 5,000 $ 500 No Yes Yes 
Municipal Court L $ 500 No Yes Yes 

(only landlord-tenant, 
small c laiIns) 

NEW JERSEY 
Superior Court (Law Division and 

Chancery Division) G a /No maximum 
Superior Court Law Division, 

Special Civil Part L a It 5,000 $1,000 No Yes Yes 



~ 

NEW MEXICO 
District Court G 0 INo maximum 
Magistrate Court L 0 1$ 2,000 
Berna~il1o County Metropolitan 

Court L a /S 5,000 

-NEW YORK 
Supreme Court G $ 6,000-

S25,000/No maximum 
County Court G a /S 6,000-25,000 
Civil Court of the City of 

New York L a /$25,000 $1,500 Yes Yes Yes 
District Court and City Court L 0 1$ 2,000-6,000 $1,000 Yes Yes Yes 
Court of Claims L 0 /No maximum 
Town Court and Village 

Justice Court L 0 /S 3,000 $1,000 No Yes Yes 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Superior Court G $ 5,00D/No maximum 
District Court L 0 /S 5,000 $1,000 No Yes Yes 

NORTH DAKOTA 
District Court G $ l,OOO/No maX1mum 
County Court L 0 /$10,000 $1,500 No Yes 

N OHIO ..... Court of Common Pleas G $ 500/No maximum 
County Court L 0 /$ 3,000 $1,000 No Yes 
Municipal Court L a /$10,000 $1,000 No Yes 

OKLAHOMA 
District Court G 0 /No maximum $1,500 Yes Yes 

OREGON 
Circuit Court G $ 3,000/No maximum 
District Court L a /$ 3,000 $1,000 No Yes No 
Justice Court L 0 /$ 2,500 $1,000 No Yes No 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of Common Pleas G 0 INo maximum 
District Justice Court L 0 /$ 4,000 
Philadelphia Municipal Court L $ 1,000 No Yes Yes 
Pittsburgh City Magistrates Court L 0 /No maximum (only 

real property) 



Table 3: (continued) 
General/ 
limited Small claims 
juris- Unlimited dollar amount Limited dollar amount Lawyers 
dic- Torts, contracts. rea 1 I:r0l:ertl Torts, contracts, rea 1 I:r0l:ertl Maximum Jury Summary per-

Name of court tion Minimum/maximum Minimum/maximum dollar trials procedures mit ted 

PUERTO RICO 
Superior Court G SIO,OOO/No maximuL 
District Court L a /$10,000 

RHODE ISLAND 
Superior Court G $ S,OOO/No maximum 
District Court G $ 1,000/$ 5,000-10,000 $1,000 No Yes Yes 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Circuit Court G a /No maX1mum 
Magistrate Court L 0 /$ 1,000 (no max $I, 000 Yes Yes Yes 

in landlord-tenant) 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit Court G a /No maximum $2,000 No Yes Yes 

TENNESSEE 
Circuit Court and Criminal Court G $ SO/No maximum 

N 
Law and Equity Court G $ SO/No maximum N 
Chancery Court G $ SO/No maximum (no torts) 
General Sessions Court L a /$ 5,000-$10,000 55,000 No Yes 

TEXAS 
District Court G $ SaO/No maximum 
County Court at Law, Consti-

tutional County 
Court, and Probate Court L $ 200/$ 1,000-5,000 $ 150- Yes Yes Yes 

200 
Justice of the Peace Court L a /$1,000 $1,000 No Yes Yes 

no max in real property 

UTAH 
District Court G a /No maximum 
Cin;uit Court L a /510,000 $ 600 No Yes Yes 
Justice Court L a /$ 750 $ 600 No Yes Yes 

VERMONT 
Superior Court G $ 200/No maximum 
District Court G a /$ 5,000 $2,000 Yes Yes Yes 



N 
W 

VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court 

District Court 

WASHINGTON 
Superior Court 
District Court 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court 
Magistrate Court 

WISCONSIN 
Circuit Court 

WYOMING 
District Court 
County Court and Justice of the 

Peace Court 

G $ 1,000/No maximum 
0 /No maximum in condemnation 

L 

G 0 /No maximum 
L 

G $ 300/No maximum 
L 

G 0 /No maximum 

G $ 4,000/No maximum 

L 

~ 

0 /$ 7,000 

0 /$ 7,500 $ 500 No Yes Yes 

0 /$ 2,000 

$1,000 Yes No Yes 

0 /$7,000 $ 750 No Yes Yes 



Table 4. Point at which filing and disposition are counted in civil cases 
for statistical reporting purposesj 
counting of reopened/reinstated cases, 1984 

Conunents: If courts are counting the filing and disposition of cases at different points, the" time to 
disposition data and status of cases data are 1I0t comparable. Tn case load inventory, states that 
do not count a civil case unti I note of issue will have a lower case count per capita th.1n wi II 
states that begin counting civil cases at a much earlier point. 

Case loads can also vary according to whether reopened/reinstated cases are counted as new filings. 
Answers to this Question indicate that those courts that do count reopened filings as new cases are 
not including all the same categories in their count. This questiofl will have to be explored in 
much further detail in future jurisdiction guide revisions to determine when and if cases are put 
on an inactive list, when cases are purged, and which cases are recounted if they are reopened. 

This table indicates that most civil case filings are counted at the filing of the petition (or 
complaint), wi.th a very fewe.cceptions. There is much less unanimity in the dispositions (for 
statistical reporting purposes) point, with many courts counting a trial. disposition at the time 
judgment is pronounced, but many others waiting until posttrial activity is completed and the 
judgment is formally entered. 

State/court 

ALABAMA 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Probate Court 

ALASKA 
Superior Court 
Distrir.t Court 

ARIZONA 

Point at which filing counted 
At Eiling of peti-
tion of c·'.'lllplaint Other 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 

Superior Court X 
Justices of the Peace Court X 

ARKANSAS 

Circuit Court 
Chancery Court: 
Court of Common Pleas 
County Court 
Municipal Court 
City Court, Police Court 

CALIFORNIA 
Superior Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

COLORADO 
District Court 
Water Court 
County Court 

CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court 
Probate Court 

DELAWARE 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

Court of Chancery X 
Superior Court X 
Family Court X 
Justice of the Peace Court X 
Court of Common Pleas X 
Alderman's Court X 

Reopened 
cases counted 
as new filings 

Yes 

Included in 
"transfer inti 

Point at which 
At adjudi­
cation 

X 
X 
Unknown 

X 
X 

X 

Yes (not out­
standing warrants) 

Yes (some) 

No (except for 
new trials) 

24 

X 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

disposition counted 
At entry of 
judgment 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 



Table 4: (continued) 
Point at which fiLing counted 
At filing of peti-

State/court tion of complaint Other 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Superior Court 

~'LORlUA 

Circuit Court 
County Court 

GEORGIA 
Superior Court 
State Court 
Probate Court 
Magis-rate Court 
Municipal Court 
Civil Court 

HAIoIAU 

Circuit Court 
District Court 

IDAIIO 
District Court 

ILLINOIS 

Circuit Court 

INDIANA 

Superior Court and 
Circuit Court 

Probate Court 

x 
X 

X 
X 
X 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 

x 
X 

X 

X 

x 
X 

County Court X 

IOIolA 

Municipal Court of 
Marion County X 

Small Claims Court of 
Marion County 

City Court and Town Court 

District Court 

x 
X 

x 

KANSAS 
District Court 

KENTUCKY 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

LOUISIANA 

X 

X 
X 

District Court X 
City Court and Parish 

Court X 
Family Court and Juvenile 

Court X 
Justice of the Peace Court X 

At issue 

Reopened 
cases counted 
as new fiLings 

No 

Reported 
separately 

"Reopened prior 
case" reported 

Yes 

If neW case num­
ber is assiged 

"Redocketed cases" 
are reported 

Yes 

Yes 

MAINE Some 
Superior Court X 
District Court X 
Probate Court X 

MARYLAND Yes 
Circuit Court X 
District Court X 
Orphans' Court X 

25 

Point at which disposition counted 
At adjud i­
ca~ion 

x 

x 
X 

Unknown 

x 

X 

X (jury trial) 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Unknown 

Unknown 

At entry of 
judgment 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

( bench 
tria l) 



Table 4: (continued) 
Point at which filing counted 
At filing of peti-

State/court 
NEW YORK 

tion of complaint Other 

Supreme Court 
County Court 
civil Court of the City of 

New York X 
Family Court X 
District Court and 

City Court 
Surrogates' Court 
Court of Claims 
Town Court and Village 

Justice Court 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Superior Court 
o i st ric t Court 

NORTH DAKOTA 
District Court 
County Court 

OHIO 

'X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

Court of Common Pleas X 
County Court X 
Munic ipa I Court X 
Court of Clai.ns X 
Mayor's Court X 

OKLAHOMA 
District Court 
Court of Tax Review 

OREGON 
Circuit Court 
Tax Court 
District Court 
County Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

Pt:NNSYLVANIA 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Court of Common Pleas X 
District Justice Court X 
Philadelphia Municipal 

Court X 
Pittsburgh City 

Magistrates Court X 

PUERTO RICO 
Superior Court 
District Court 

RHODE ISLANll 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Family Court 
Probate Court 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Circuit Court 
Family Court 
Magistrate Court 
Probate Court 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit Court 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

At issue 
At issue 

Reopened 
cases counted 
as new fi lings 

? 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

"Reinstated cases" 
reported separate ly 

Some 

Genera l1y 

26 

Po in tat -,-w::.':.:l.:.i .:.c:.:h......::d..:i..:s-"p-70c:s:..:i:.:t:..:i:..:o:..:n,--,c:..:o:..:u=,n::.t::.e=d 
At adjudi- At entry of 
cat ion judgment 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

Unknown 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

Unknown 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 



Table 4: (continued) 
Point at which filing counted 
At filing of peti-

Statelcourt 
MASSACHUSeTTS 

tion of complaint Other 

Trial Court of the 
Conunonwealth 

MICHIGAN 
Circuit Court 
Court of Claims 
District Court 
Municipal Court 
Probate Court 

MINNESOTA 
District Court 
County Court, Probate 

Court, County Municipal 
Court, Conciliation 
Court 

x 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

MISSISSIPPI - no data available 

MISSOURI 
Circuit Cou("t X 

MONTANA 
District Court X 
Justice of the Peace Court X 
City Court X 

NEBRASKA 
District Court X 
Workmen's Compensation 

Court X 
County Court X 
Municipal Court X 

NEVADA 
District Cour~ 
Justice Court 
Munic ipa 1 Court 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Probate Court 
Munic ipal Court 

NEW Jt:RSEY 
Superior Court (Law Div­

ision and Chancery Div­
ision) 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

Superior Court, Law Div­
ision, Special Civil Part X 

Surrogate's Court X 

NEW MEXICO 

District Court 
Magistrate Court 
Probate Court 
Bernalillo County Metro­

politan Court 

X 
X 
Unknown 

X 

At issue 

Reopened 
cases counted 
as new filings 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

Point at which 
At adjudi­
cation 

x 

Unknown 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

"Reopened cases" 
reported separately 

Unknown 

27 

disposition counted 
At entry of 
judgment 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

x 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 



Table 4: (continued) 
Poillt at which r,i.ling counted 
At filing of peti-

State/court 
TENNESSEE 

tion of complaint Other 

Ci~cuit Court and 
Criminal Court 

Law and Equity Court 
Chancery Court 
General Sessions Court 
Probate Court 
County Court 
Juvenile Court 

TEXAS 

UTAH 

Dist.ict Court 
County Court at Law, 

stitutional County 
Court, and Probate 

Justice of the Peace 

District Court 
Circuit Court 
Justice Court 

VI::RMONT 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Probate Court 

VIRGINIA 

Circuit Court 
District Court 

WASHINGTON 
Supe r ior Cou rt 
District Court 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court 
Magistrate Court 

WISCONSIN 
Circuit Court 

WYOMING 

Con-

Court 
Court 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
Unknown 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

District Court X 
County Court X 
Justice of the Peace Court X 

28 

Reopened 
cases counted 
as new filings 

"Other cases added" 
reported sepa rate ly 

Reported 
separately 

Not generally 

SOlDe civil 

Yes 

Yes 

Point at which disposition counted 
At adjudi­
cation 

Not consistent 
Not consistent 
Not consistent 
Not consistent 
X 
Unknown 
Unknown 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

At entry of 
judgment 

statewide 
statewide 
statewirJe 
statewide 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 



Table 5. Civil case tyse in which jury trials and bench trials are used 
in state trial courts, 1984 

CORUnents: The inforlllation contained in this table permits the identification of each case type where n jury trial 
and/or bench trial is used, as well as the case types over which each court does not have jurisdiction. 
This permits the identification of courts frolll which trial data could be reported and the kind of trial 
data to expect. 

Real 
General/ 
limited 
juris­
diction Tort 

property Small Domestic 
State/court Contract rights claims relations 

ALABAMA 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Probate Court 

ALASKA 
Superi.or Court 
District Court 

ARIZONA 
Superior Court 
Justices of the Peace 

Court 

ARKANSAS 
Circuit Court 
Chancery and Probate 

Court 
Court of Common Pleas 
County Court 
Municipal Court 
City Court, Police Court 

CALLFORNIA 
Superior Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

COLORADO 
District Court 
Water Court 
County Court 

CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court 
Probate Court 

OELAWARE 
Court of Chancery 
Superior Court 
Fami ly Court 
Justice of the Peace 

Court 
Court of Common pleas 
Alderman's Court 

DiSTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Court 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 

L 

G 

G 
L 
L 
l.. 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
G 
L 

G 
L 

G 
G 
L 

L 
L 
L 

G 

x 
o 

x 
X 

X 

x 

x 

o 

x 
)I' 

X 

x 

X 

o 
X 

o 
o 

x 

x 
o 

X 
X 

x 

x 

x 

o 
o 

(0) 

o 

x 
X 
X 

x 

x 

X 

a 
x 

o 
a 

x 

x 
o 

X 

x 

x 

x 

a 

a 
(0) 
a 

x 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

X 

o 
x 

x (rare) 
o 

x 

x = Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type. 
a = Only bench trials are held in this case type. 

o 

o 

o 

a 

a 
o 

o 

o 

o 

x 

X/O = Jury trials are used in some subcategories, but not in others. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 

x 

X 

x 

o 

a 

X 

X 

a 
a 

o 

o 

Menta 1. 
health 

o 

X 

X 

o 

x 

x 

a 
o 

o 
x 

x 

Adminis­
trative Trial 
agency 

Estate appeal 

x 

o 

o o 

x x 

x 

a 

X X 

x a 

o 
o 

a 
o 

x o 

court 

~ 

x 

o 

X 

x 

X 

a 

a 

a 

( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of rhe usual three case types: torts, contracts, and real property rights. 
Unless otherwise indicated, it is P' med that small claims cases may be any of the three. 
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Table 5: (continued) 
General/ 

State/court 

1 imi ted 
juris­
diction Tort 

FLORIDA 
Circuit Court 
County Court 

Gt::ORGIA 
Superior Court 
State Court 
Probate Court 
M1gistrate Court 
Civil Court 
Municipal Court 

HAWAII 
Circuit Court 
Dist r:ict Court 

IDAHO 
District Court 

ILLINOIS 
Circuit Court 

INDIANA 
Superior Court and 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 

G 

Circuit Court G 
Probat e Cou rt L 
County Court L 
Municipal Court of 

Marion County L 
Small Claims Court 

of Marion County L 
City Court and Town Court L 

IOWA 
District Court 

KANSAS 
District Court 

KENTUCKY 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

LOUISIANA 
District Court 
City Court and Parish 

Court 
Family Court and 

Juvenile Court 
Justice of the Peace 

Court 

MAINE 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Probate Court 

MARYLAND 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Orphans' Court 

G 

G 

G 
L 

G 

L 

L 

L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

x 
X 

X 
X 

(0) 
X 
X 

x 
o 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

X 
X 

X 

o 

x 
o 

x 
o 

Cont rae t 

X 
X 

X 
X 

(a) 
X 
X 

X 
o 

x 

x 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

o 

x 
o 

X 
o 

Real 
property 
rights 

X 
X 

X 

X 
o 

x 

x 

x 

x 

X 

X 

x 

X 
X 

X 

o 

x 
o 

X 
o 

x c Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type. 
o = Only bench trials are held in this case type. 

Small Domestic 
cLaims relations 

X 

X 

o 
o 
o 

o 

X 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

X 

X 

x 

x 

x/a 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

o 

o 

x 
o 
o 

x/o 

X/O = Jury trials are used in some subcategories, but not in others. 
-- - This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 

Mental 
health 

X 

o 

x 

x 

x 

X 

X 

o 

X 

X 

o 

o 

o 

o 

Adminis­
trative Trial 
agency 

Estate appeal 

X 

o 

x 

x 

o 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
o 

o 

o 

X 

X 

o 

X 

x 

x 

o 

X 

X 

o 

o 

o 

x 

court 

~ 

o 

X 

x 

x 

X 

X 

o 

X 

o 

o 

o 

x 

( ) • Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts, contracts, and real property rights. 
Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the thre~. 
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Table 5: (continued) 

State/court 

MASSACHUSETTS 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
diction Tort 

Trial Court of the Connnonwealth: 
Superior Court 

Department 
Housing Court 

Department 
District Court 

Departmi:olt 
Boston Municipal 
Court Department 

Land Court 
Department 

Probate and Family 
Court Department 

MICHIGAN 
Circuit Court 
Court of Claims 
District Court 
Municipal Court 
Probate ,Court 

MINNESOTA 
District Court 
County Court, Probate 

Court County Municipal 
Court, Conciliation 
Court 

G 

G 

G 

G 

G 

G 

G 
G 
L 
L 
L 

G 

L 

MISSISSIPPI -- no data available 

MISSOURI 
Circuit Court 

MONTANA 
Distr ict Court 
Justice of the Peace 

Court and Municipal 
Court 

City Court 

NEBRASKA 
District Court 
Workmen's Compensation 

Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

NEVADA 
District Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Probate Court 
Municipa l Court 

G 

G 

L 
L 

G 

L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 

x 

o 

o 

x 

x 
X 

X 

x 

x 

x 

x 
X 

X 

X 
X 

x 
X 
o 

X 
o 

Contract 

x 

o 

o 

x 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

x 
X 

x 
X 
o 

X 
o 

Real 
property 
rights 

x 

x 

o 

o 

x 

X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

X 
X 

x 

X 
X 

x 
X 
o 

A. 
o 

o 

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type. 
o = Only bench trials are held in this case type. 

Small 
claims 

o 

o 

o 

o 
o 

o 

o 

o 
o 

o 
o 

o 
o 

o 

o 

x/a = Jury trials are used in some subcategories, but not in others. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 

Domestic 
relations 

o 

o 

o 

X 

o 

X 

X 

o 

X 

X 

x 

x/a 

X 
o 
o 

Mental 
health 

o 

o 

o 

x 

x 

o 

x 

x 

X 

o 

Estate 

x 

o 

X 

x 

x 

X 

x 

X 

o 

Adminis­
trative 
agency 
appeal 

x 

o 

X 
?? 

o 

X 

X 

o 

o 

X 

Trial 
court 

~ 

x 

o 

o 

x 

o 

X 

x 

X 

o 

X 

( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts, contracts, and real property rights. 
Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the three. 
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Table 5: (continued) 

State/court 

NEW JERS!;Y 
Superior Court (Law 

Division and 
Chancery Division) 

Superior Court Law 
Division, Special 
civil Part 

Surro&ate's Court 

N!;W MEXICO 
District Court 
Magistrate Court 
Probate Court 
Bernalillo County 

Metropolitan Court 

NEW YORK 
Supreme Court 
County Court 
Civil Court of the City 

of New York 
Family Court 
District Court and 

City Court 
Surrogates' Court 
Court of Claims 
Town Court and Village 

Justice Court 

NOR'iil CAROL INA 
Superior Court 
District Court 

NORTH DAKOTA 
District Court 
County Court 

OHIO 
Court of Common Pleas 
County Court 
Municipal Court 
Court of Claims 

OKLAHOMA 
District Court 
Court of Tax Review 

OREGON 
Circuit Court 
Tax Court 
District Court 
County Court 
Justice Court 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of Co~non Pleas 
District Justice Court 
Philadelphia Municipal 

Court 
Pittsburgh City 

Magistrates Court 

Genera I / 
limited 
juris­
diction Tort 

G 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 

L 

G 
G 

L 
L 

L 
L 
L 

L 

G 

I. 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 
G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 

L 

L 

x 

x 

X 
o 

o 

X 
X 

X 

X 

o 

X 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
o 

(0) 

Cont rac t 

x 

x 

X 
o 

o 

X 
X 

X 

X 

o 

x 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
o 

(0) 

Real 
property 
rights 

x 

o 

X 
o 

o 

X 
X 

X 

X 

o 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
o 

o 

o 

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type. 
o = Only bench trials are held in this case type. 

Small Domestic 
claims relations 

o 

X 

X 

o 

o 

o 

o 
o 

X 

o 

a 

o 

------

o 

X 

x 

o 

o 

X 
X 

X 

x/a 

x 

o 

o 

x/a 

x/a c Jury trials are used in SOme subcategories, but not in others. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 

Menta 1 
hea I.th 

o 

X 

o 

X 

X 

X 

X 

o 

o 

X 

Estate 

o 

o 

X 

o 

o 

x 

X 

X 
o 

X 

X 

o 

o 
o 

X 

Adminis­
trative 
agency 
appeal 

X 

X 

X 

o 

X 

X 
o 

X 
o 

x 

Trial 
court 

~ 

X 

o 

X 

X 

X 

X 

( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts, contracts, and real property rights. 
Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the three. 
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Table 5: (continued) 
General/ Adminis-
limited Real trative Trial 
juris- property Small Domestic Mental agency court 

State/court die t ion Tort Contract rights claims relations health Estate a££eal ~ 

PUERTO RICO 
Superior Court G 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
District Court L 0 0 0 0 a 

RHODE ISLAND 
Superior Court G X X X X X 
District Court G 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fami ly Court L 0 
Probate Court L 0 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Circuit Court G X X X 0 0 
F amity Court L 0 
Magistrate Court L X X X X X 
Probate Court L 0 0 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit Court G X X X 0 X X X X X 

TENNESSEE 
Circuit Court and 

Criminal Court G X X X X X X X X 
Law and Equity Court G X X X X X X X X 
Chancery Court G X X X X X X X 
General Sessions Court L 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Probate Court L 0 
Juvenile Court L 0 0 

TEXAS 
District Court G X X X X X X 
County Court at Law, 

Constitutional County 
Court, and Probate 
Court L X X X X X X X X 

Justice of the Peace 
Court L X X X 0 a 

UTAH 
District Court G X X X X X X 0 0 
Circuit Court L X X X 0 
Justice of the Peace 

Court L 0 a 0 

VERMONT 
Superior Court G X X X X X X 
District Court G X X a X X 
Probate Court L 0 0 0 

VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court (; X X X x/o X X X X 
District Court L 0 0 0 0 a a 

WASHINGTON 
Superior Court G X X X 0 X X X X 
Dist rict Court L X X a X 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court G X X X X X X X X 
Magistrate Court L X X 

X = Jury trials and bench t ria Is are held in this case type. 
o = Only bench trials are held in this case type. 
x/a = Jury trials are used in some subcategories, but not in others. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: to rt s , contracts, and real p rope rty rights. 

Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be <lny of the three. 
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Table 5 : (continued) 
General/ 
limited Real 
juris- p rope rty 

State/court diction Tort Contract rights 

WISCONSIN 
Circuit Court G X X X 

WYOMING 
District Court G X X X 
County Court and Justice 

of the Peace Court L X X X 

X C Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type. 
o = Only bench trials are held in this case type. 

Sm"ll 
claims 

X 

0 

X/O = Jury trial~ are used in some subcategories, but not in others. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case tYl'e. 

Adminis-
tratlve Tria 1 

Domes t i.e Hental agency court 
re lat ions health Estate apEe<1i ~peal 

x/a x a x x 

X X X X X 

X 

( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts, contracts, and real property rights. 
Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the three. 
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Table 6. Point at which a trial is counted in civil cases, 1984 

Conunents: In presenting trial data from state courts, those jurisdictions that are counting trials at their 
beginning will not have data comparable with jurisdictions that do not count trials until their 
completion. States, for example, that do not count trials until a decision is rendered will have a much 
lower trial rate than states that count at the beginning of the trial because the latter will include 
cases that are settled before decision. This table shows the point of counting (for statistical 
reporting purposes) both civil jury trials and civil bench trials. 

Jurl t ria Is Bench trials 
At opening 
statement, 

At opening swearing of 
When jury statement or At judgment, first witness, At judgment, 

At jury is sworn/ swearing of completion, int roduc t ion completion, 
State/court selection emEaneled first witness dec ision of evidence decision 

ALABAMA 
Circuit Court X X 
District Court X X 
Probate Court Unknown 

ALASKA 
Superior Court X X 
District Court X X 

ARIZONA 
Superior Court X X 
Justices of the Peace Court X X 

ARKANSAS 
ci rcu it Court X X 
Chancery Court X 
Court of Conunon Pleas X 
County Court X 
Municipal Court X 
City Court, Pol ice Court X 

CALIFORNIA 
Superior Court X X 
Justice Court X X 
Munic ipa I Court X X 

COLORADO 
District Court X X 
Water Court X X 
County Court X X 

CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court X X 
Probate Court X 

DELAWARE 
Court of Chancery X 
Superior Court X X 
Family Court X 
Justice of the Peace Court X 
Court of Common Pleas X 
Alderman's Court X 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBiA 
Superior Court X X 

FLORIDA 
Circuit Court X X 
County Court X X 
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Table 6: (continued) 

State/court 

GEORGIA 
Superior Court 
State Court 
Probate Court 
Magistrate Court 
Municipal Court 
Civil Court 

HAWAII 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

IDAHO 
District Court 

ILLINOIS 
Circuit Court 

INDIANA 
Superior Court and 

Circuit Court 
Probate Court 
County Court 

At jury 
selection 

Municipal Court of Marion County 
Small Claims Court of Marion 

County 
City Court and Town Court 

IOWA 
District Court 

KANSAS 
District Court 

KENTUCKY 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

LOUISIANA 
District Court 
City Cour- nnd Parish Court 
Family C and Juvenile Court 
Justice ot the Peace Court 

MAINE 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Probate Court 

MARYLAND 
Circuit Court 
Dist rict Court 
Orphans I Court 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Trial Court of the 

CODDDonwealth 

MICHIGAN 
Circuit Court 
Court of Claims 
District Court 
Munic ipal Court 
Probate Court 

X 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Jurl 

When jury 
is sworn/ 
eml!ane led 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

trials 

At opening 
statement or 
swearing of 
first witness 

X 

36 

At judgment, 
completion, 
decision 

x 
X 

X 
X 

x 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

Bench 
At opening 
statement, 
swearing of 
first witness, 
introduction 
of evidence 

Unknown 

X 
X 

x 

X 

X 

trials 

At judgment, 
completion, 
dec is ion 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

x 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

Not consistent statewide 
Not consistent statewide 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
Unknown 
Unknown 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
Unknown 



Table 6: (continued) 

State/court 

MINNESOTA 
District Court 

At jury 
selection 

County Court, Probate Court, 
County Municipal Court, 
Conciliation Court 

Jury trials 

When jury 
is sworn/ 
empaneled 

x 

x 

At opening 
statement or 
swearing of 
first witness 

At judgment, 
completion, 
dec ision 

Bench trials 
At opening 
state'nent, 
swearing of 
first witness, 
int roduc t ion 
of evidence 

x 

x 

At judgmer.~, 
complet ion, 
decision 

~M~IS~S~I7SS~I~P~P~I-----n-o~da-t-a-a-v-a~i~la~b~l-e-----------------------------------------------------------------

MISSOURI 
Circuit Court 

MONTANA 
District Court 
Justice of the Peace Court 

and Municipal Court 
City Court 

NEBRASKA 
District Court 
Workmen's Compensation Court Unknown 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

NEVADA 
District Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

X 

X 
X 

x 

x 

x 
X 

X 
X 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Probate Court 
Municipal Court 

A trial is counted at the point trial is requested 

NEW JERSEY 
Superior Court (Law Division 

and Chancery Division) X 
Superior Court Law Division, 

Special Civil Part X 
Surrogate's Court 

NEW MEXICO 
District Court 
Magistrate Court 
Probate Court 
Bernalillo County Metro­

politan Court 

NEW YORK 
Supreme Court 
County Court 
Civil Court of the City of 

New York 
Family Court 

District Court and City Court 
Surrogates' Court 
Court of Claims 
Town Court and Village 

Justice Court 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Superior Court 
District Court 

Unknown 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

37 

x 

X 

X 
X 

x 

x 
X 

X 
X 
X 

Trials are not counted 
Trials are not counted 
Trials are not counted 

X 

X 
Unknown 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
Factfinding hearings are 
counted, rather than trials 

X 
X 

Not counted 

X 

X 
X 



Table 6: (continued) 

State/court 

NORTH DAKOTA 
District Court 
County Court 

OHIO 
Court of COIIUDon Pleas 
County Court 
Municipal Court 
Court of Claims 
Mayor's Court 

OKLAHOMA 
District Court 

Court of Tax Review 

OREGON 
Circuit Court 
Tax Court 
Di s t ric t Court 
County Court 
Justice Court 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of Common Pleas 

At jury 
selection 

District Justice Court 
Philadelphia Municipal Court 
Pittsburgh City Magistrates Court 

PUERTO RICO 
Superior Court 
District Court 

RHODE ISLAND 
Superior Court 
Dist rict Court 
Family Court 
Probate Court 

Jurx 

When jury 
is sworn/ 
emeaneled 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

trials 

At opening 
statement or 
swearing of 
first witness 

At judgment, 
completion, 
decision 

x 
X 

X 

X 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Circuit Court A jury trial is counted at filing of case if 

indicated by attorney 
Family Court 
Magistrate Court 
Probate Court 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit Court 

TENNESSEE 
Circuit Court 
Law and Equity Court 
Chancery Court 
General Sessions Court 
Probate Court 
Juvenile Court 

TEXAS 
District Court 
County Court at Law, Consti­

tutional County 
Court, and Probate Court 

Justice of the Peace Court 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

38 

X 

X 
X 

Bench trials 
At opening 
statement, 
swearing of 
firs t witness, 
int~oduction 

of evidence 

X 
X 
X 
X 
Unknown 

X (when court 
to order> 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Unknown 

X 

At judgment, 
completion, 
decision 

is 

X 
X 

called 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

Not consistent statewide 
Not consistent statewide 
Not consistent statewide 
Not consistent statewide 
Not consistent statewide 
Unknown X 

X 

X 
X 



Table 6: (continued) 

State/court 

UTAH 
District Court 
Circuit Court 
Justice Court 

VERMONT 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Probate Court 

VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

WASHINGTON 
Superior Court 
District Court 

Wt;ST VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court 

Magistrate Court 

WISCONSIN 
Circuit Court 

WYOMING 
Dis t ric t Court 
County Court 
Justice of the Peace Court 

At jury 
se lec t ion 

X 

Jury trials 

When jury 
is sworn/ 
empaneled 

x 
X 

X 

X 
X 

At opening 
statement or 
swearing of 
first witness 

Not consistent statewide 

X 
X 
X 

39 

At judgment, 
completion, 
decision 

X 
X 

X 

Bench trials 
At opening 
statement, 
swearing of 
first witness, 
introduction 
of evidence 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

At judgment, 
completion, 
dec ision 

X 
X 
X 

X ( not consistent 
statewide) 

X 

X 
X 
X 



Table 7. Criminal case type jurisdiction by state trial court, 1984 

Comments: The criminal case type classifications used in this table are those used in the State Court Caseload 
Statistics: Annual Report series. They have been chosen as a model set of data elements for caseload 
inventory by the COSCA Court Statistics and Information Systems Committee and are defined in State Court 
Model Statistical Dictionary and Supplement. 

One additional case type has been added to this table--"limited felony"--to identify that stage in case 
processing that takes place before the filing of the information or indictment, in contrast to "triable 
felony," which is the stage following the filing of the information or indictment. In two-tier trial 
court systems, these two stages of felony case processing generally take place in different courts. In 
single-tier trial courts, the limited felony stage of case processing is generally not counted. 

In the trial court jurisdiction guide, CSIM staff have ascertained from AOC staff in each state exactly 
what case types are handled in each court and how they should be classified into the CSIM case load 
inventory. 

State/court 

ALABAMA 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

(does not report 

ALASKA 
Superior Court 
District Court 

ARIZONA 
Superior Court 
Justices of the 

Peace Court 
Municipal Court 

ARKANSAS 
Circuit Court 
Munic ipa I Court 
City Court, Police 

Court 

CALIFORNIA 
Superior Court 
Just ice Court 
Municipal Court 

COLORADO 
District Court 

County Court 

CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court 

DELAWARE 

data 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
die tion 

G 
L 
L 

to the AOC) 

G 
L 

G 

L 
L 

G 
L 

L 

G 
L 
L 

G 

L 

G 

Triable 
felony 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Limited Misde-
felony meanor 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

(for some --
counties) 

X 

( not X 
counted) 

DWI/ 
DUI 

X 
X 
X 

x 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

x 
X 
X 

X 

X 

Tria 1 
court 

~ 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Superior Court G X X X 
Family Court L X 
JustiCE< of the Peace L X X 
Court of Common Pleas L X X 
Municipal Court of 

Wilmington L X ( not X X 
counted) 

Alderman's Court L X X 

x • The court has jurisdiction over this case type. 
The court does not have jurisdiction over this case type. 

Miscellaneous 

X 
X 

X 

X 

(not counted) = This court reports data to the AOC, but does not include this case category in it5 reported 
caseload inventory because the court does not count felony cases until ehe filing of the 
information or indictment. 
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Table 7: (continued) 

State/court 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Court 

FLORIDA 
Circuit Court 

County Court 

GEORGIA 
Superior Court 
State Court 

Probate Court 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
diction 

G 

G 

L 

G 
L 

L 
Magistrate Court L 

(does not report data to the AOC) 
Municipal Court L 

(does not report data to the AOC) 
Civil Court L 

(does not report data to the AOC) 
Recorder's Court L 

(does not report data to the AOC) 

HAWAII 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

IDAHO 
District Court 

ILLINOIS 
Circuit Court 

INDIANA 
Superior Court and 

Circuit Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court of 

Marion County 
Small Claims Court of 

Marion County 
City Court and Town 

Court 

IOWA 
District Court 

KANSAS 
District Court 

KENTUCKY 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

LOUISIANA 
District Court 

City Court and Parish 
Court, and Municipal 
Court 

G 
L 

G 

G 

G 
L 

L 

L 

L 

G 

G 

G 
L 

G 

L 

Triable 
felony 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

X c The court has jurisdiction over this case type. 

Limited 
felony 

Misde­
meanor 

x (not X 
counted) 

X (not X 
counted) 

X 

X 
X (not X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

counted) 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X (not X 

X 

X 

counted 
except in 
Cook County) 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X (not X 
counted) 

x 

X 

X 
X 

x (not X 
counted) 

X 

The court does not have jurisdiction over this case type. 

DWI/ 
DUI 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

Trial 
court 
~ 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

Miscellaneous 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

x 

(not counted) = This court reports data to the AOC, but does not include this case category in its reported 
case load inventory because the court does not count felony cases until the filing of the 
information or indictment. 
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Table 7: (continued) 

State/court 

MAINE 
Superior Court 
District Court 

MARYLAND 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

MASSACHUSE'rrs 
Trial Court of the 

COllUDonwealth: 
Superior Court Dept. 
Housing Court Dept. 
District Court Dept. 
Boston Municipal 

Court Dept. 

MICHIGAN 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

MINNESOTA 
District Court 
County Court 
County Municipal Court 

Generall 
limited 
juris­
diction 

G 
L 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 

L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

MISSISSIPPI -- no data available 

MISSOURI 
Circuit Court 

MONTANA 
District Court 
Justice of the Peace 

G 

G 

and Municipal Court L 
(does not report data to the AOC) 

City Court L 
(does not report data to the AOC) 

NEBRASKA 
District Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

NEVADA 
District Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Munic i pa I Court 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

Triable 
felony 

x 

x 

x 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X • The court has jurisdiction over this case type. 

Limited 
felony 

X 

Misde­
meanor 

x 
X 

x 
(fi led here X 

but all 
felonies go 
to ci rcuit 
Court) 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 

The court does not have jurisdiction over this case type. 

DWII 
DUI 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

Trial 
court 

~ 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Miscellaneous 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

(not counted) • This court reports data to the AOC, but does not include this case category in its reported 
case load inventory because the court does not count felony cases until the filing of the 
information or indictment. 
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Table 7: (continued) 

State/court 

NEW JERSEY 
Superior Court (Law 

Division and 
Chancery Division) 

Superior Court, Law 
Division, Special 
Civil Part, Viola­
tions Section 

Municipal Court 

NEW MEXICO 
District Court 
Magistrate Court 
Bernalillo County 

Metropolitan Court 

NEW YORK 
Supreme Court 
County Court 
Criminal Court of the 

City of New York 
District Court and 

City Court 
Town Court and Village 

Justice Court 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Superior Court 
District Court 

NORTH DAKOTA 
District Court 
County Court 
Mun ic i pa 1 Court 

OHIO 

General/ 
1 imited 
juris­
diction 

G 

L 
L 

G 
L 

L 

G 
G 

L 

L 

L 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 

Court of Common Pleas G 
County Court L 
Municipal Court L 
Mayor's Court L 

(does not report data to the AOC) 

OKLAHOMA 
District Court 

OREGON 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Justice Court 
Munic ipa 1 Court 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of Common Pleas 
District Justice Court 
Ph ilade lphia 

Municipal Court 
Pittsburgh City 

Magistrates Court 

G 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 

L 

L 

Triable 
felony 

x 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X c The court has jurisdiction over this case type. 

Limited 
felony 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 
X 

Misde­
meanor 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X (not X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

counted) 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

The court do~s not have jurisdiction over this case type. 

DWI/ 
DUI 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

Trial 
court 

~ 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

Miscellaneous 

X 

(not counted) = This court reports data to the AOC, but does not include this case category in its reported 
case load inventory because the court does not count felony cases until the filing of the 
information or indictment. 
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Table 7: (continued) 

State/court 

PUERTO RICO 
Superior Court 
Dist rict Court 

RHODE ISLAND 
Superior Court 
District Court 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Circuit Court 
Magistrate Court 
Municipal Court 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit Court 

TENNESSEE 
Circuit Court and 

Criminal Court 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
diction 

G 
L 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 

G 

General Sessions Court L 
(does not report data to the AOC) 

Municipal Court L 
(does not report data to the AOC) 

TEXAS 
District Court and 

Criminal District 
Court 

UTAH 

County Court at Law, 
Constitutional County 
Court 

Municipal Court 
Justice of the Peace 

Court 

District Court 
Circuit Court 
Justice of the 

Peace Court 

VERMONT 
District Court 

VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

WASHINGTON 
Superior Court 
Dist ric t Court 
Municipal Court 

G 

L 
L 

L 

G 
L 

L 

G 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 

Triable 
felony 

x 

X 

X 

x 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X • The court has jurisdiction over this case type. 

Limited 
fe.!£!!L 

Misde­
meanor 

X 

X 

X 
X 

x 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X (not X 
counted) 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

(filed X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

here but all 
felonies go to 
Criminal District 
Court) 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X X 
X 

The court does not have jurisdiction over this case type. 

DWI/ 
DUI 

X 

X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

Trial 
court 

~ 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Mificellaneous 

X 

X 

(not counted) = This court reports data to the AOC, but does not include this case category in its reported 
case load inventory because the court does not count felony cases until the filing of the 
information or indictment. 
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Table 7 : (continued) 
Gen.:!ral/ 
limited Trial 
juris- Triable Limited Misde- DWI/ court 

State/court dic t ion fe 1 on;,:: felon;,:: meanor DUI ~ Misce llaneous 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court G X X X X 
Magistrate Court L X X X 
Municipal Court L X 

(does not report data to the AOC) 

WISCONSIN 
Circuit Court G X X X X X 
Municipal Court L X 

WYOMING 
District Court G X X 
County Court L X X X 
Justice of the 

Peace Court L X X X 
Municipal Court L X 

X = The court has jurisdiction over this case type. 
The court does not have jurisdiction over this case type. 

(not counted) = This court reports data to the AOC, but does not include this case category in its reported 
caseload inventory because the court does not count felony cases until the filing of the 
information or indictment. 
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Table 8. Felony definitions (minimum length of sentence), 1984 

Cor.nnents: In an attempt to clarify how states were defining felonies, each AOC was asked to identify the 
minimum length of sentence that a convicted felon could receive in state prison. This table 
indicates that the length of the sentence is not an adequate defining characteristic to clarify what 
is included in the felony case category. This subject will need further exploration in subsequent 
revisions of the jurisdiction guide. 

No Less than More than No Less than More than 
State minimum* 1 l::ear ~ 1 l::ear State minimum* 1 l::ear ~ 1 l::ear 

ALABAMA X NEBRASKA X 

ALASKA X NeVADA x 

ARIZONA X NeW HAMFSHIRE Unknown 

ARKANSAS X NEW JERSEY X 

CALIFORNIA X NEW MEXICO X 

COLORADO 6 months NEW YORK X 

CONNECTICUT X NORTH CAROLINA X 

DELAWARE X NORTH DAKOTA X 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA X OHIO 6 months 

FLORIDA X OKLAHOMA X 

GEORGIA X OREGON X 

HAWAII X PENNSYLVANIA X 
(5 years) 

IDAHO X 
PUERTO RICO 6 months 

ILLINOIS X 
RHODE ISLAND X 

INDIANA X 
SOUTH CAROLINA 3 months 

IOWA X 
SOUTH DAKOTA X 

KANSAS X 
TENNESSEE X 

KENTUCKY X 
TEXAS X 

LOUISIANA X (2 years) 

MAINE X UTAH X 

MARYLAND X VERMONT X 

MASSACHUSETTS X VIRGINIA X 

MICHIGAN X WASHINGTON X 

MINNESOTA X WEST VIRGINIA X 

MISSISSIPPI -- no data available WISCONSIN X 

MISSOURI X WYOMING X 

MONTANA X 

*In some jurisdic tions, felonies are defined by 
statutes without specifying length of sentence. 
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Table 9. Criminal case unit of count used by state trial courts, 1984 

COlUluents: Criminal case loads are not comparable if the courts are not defining cases in similar ways. This table 
indicates the point at which a criminal case is counted. the way in which defendants are counted. and the 
contents of the charging document. Each of these affects the comparability of caseload statistics. Courts 
that count criminal cases at the complaint are beginning the count at a much earlier point in the process than 
courts that wait until the information or indictment. Those courts counting at the filing of the complaint 
will have a larger case count than courts that count cases at a later point in the process. Similarly, the 
numb~r of defendants per case and the contents of the charging document can affect the case count. Courts. for 
example, that count each charge as a case will have a much larger case count than courts that count all charges 
relevant to a single incident as one case. 

Name of Court 

ALABAMA 

Circuit Court 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

ALASKA 

Superior Court 
District Court 

ARIZONA 
Superior Court 
Justices of the Peace 

Court 
Municipal Court 

ARKANSAS 
Circuit Court 
Municipal Court 
City Court, Police Ct. 

CALIFORNIA 
Superior Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

COLORADO 
District Court 

County Court 

CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court 

DELAWARE 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
diction 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 

L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 

L 

G 

Superior Court G 
Fami ly Court L 
Justice of the Peace Ct. L 
Court of Common Pleas L 
Municipal Court of 

Wilmington 
Alderman's Court 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Court 

L 
L 

G 

Point of counting 
criminal case 

Indictment 
Complaint 
Complaint 

Indictment 
Complaint 

Information/indictment 

Complaint 
Complaint 

Information/indictment 
Comp laint 
Complaint 

Information/indictment 
Complaint 
Complaint 

Single 
defen­
dant 

x 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

First appearance for some X 
counties; information for 
cases coming up from 
County Court. 

Complaint/summons X 

Information/indictment 

Information/indictment 
Complaint 
Complaint 
Complaint 

Complaint 
Complaint 

Complaint/information/ 
indictment 
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X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

One or 
more 
defen­
dants 

X 
X 

Single 
charge 

Contents of 
Single 
incident 
(set (J of 
charges 
per case) 

Unknown 

X (after 1/7/84) 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

x 
X 

Charging Document 
Single 
incident 
(unlimi­
ted {j of 
charges) 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

x 
X 

X 

One 
or more 
incidents 

X 

x 

x 



Table 9: {continued} 

Name of Court 

FLORIDA 
Circuit Court 
County Court 

GEORGIA 
Superior Court 
State Court and County 

Court 
Magistrate Court 
Probate Court 
Municipa 1 Court 
ci vil Court 
Recorder's Court 

HAWAII 
Circuit Court 

Dist ric t Cou["t 

IDAHO 
District Court 

Magistrates Division 

ILLINOIS 
Circuit Court 

INDIANA 
Superior Court and 

Circuit Court 
County Court 

Municipal Court of 
Marion County 

City Court and Town 
Court 

IOWA 
District Court 

KANSAS 
District Court 

KENTUCKY 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

LOUISIANA 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
diction 

G 
L 

G 

L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 

L 

G 
G 

G 

G 

L 

L 

L 

G 

G 

G 
L 

District Court G 
City Court and Parish 

Court, and Municipal 
Court and Traffic 
G~urt of New Orleans L 

Justice of the Peace Ct. L 

MAINE 
Superior Court 
District Court 

MARYLAND 
ci rcuit Court 
District Court 

G 
L 

G 
L 

Point of counting 
criminal case 

Information/indictment 
or sworn complaint 

Complaint 

Indictment, accusation 

Accusation 
Complaint 
Accusation 
No data reported 
No data rep.~ted 
No data reported 

Complaint/indictment 

Information or complaint 

In fonna t ion 
Complaint 

Single 
defen­
dant 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 

x 

X 
X 

One or 
more 
defen­
dants 

X 

X 

Camp la in t / in fonna t ion / ind ic tmen t X 

Information/indictment 

Infonnation/complaint 

Information/complaint 

Information/complaint 

In format ion / ind ic tment 

First appearance/ 
information/indictment 

Information/indictment 
Complaint 

Information/indictment 

Informatiop, complaint 
No data reported 

Information/indictment 
Information, complaint 

Information/indictment 
Citation/information 

X 

X 

X 

x 
X 

Varies 

X 

X 
X 
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X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

Single 
charge 

Contents of 
Single 
incident 
(set 0 of 
charges 
per case) 

Charging Document 
Single 
inc ident 
(un1 imi­
ted 0 of 
charges) 

One 
or more 
incidents 

(Prosecutor decides) 
X 

Varies 

x 

X 
X 
X 

X (most seri­
ous charge 

X (most seri­
oue charge 

X 

X 
X 

X (may not be 
consistent) 

X (may not be 
consistent) 

X (may not be 
consistent) 

X 

X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
(may not 
be con­

sistent 

X 



Table 9: (continued) 

Name of Court 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Trial Court of the 

Commonwealth: 
Superior Court Dept. 
Housing Court Dept. 
District Court Dept. 
Boston Municipal Ct. 

MICHIGAN 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

MINNESOTA 
District Court 
County Court 
County Municipal Court 

MISSISSIPPI 

MISSOURI 
Circuit Court 

MONTANA 
District Court 
Justice of Peace Court 

and Municipal Court 

City Court 

NEBRASKA 
District Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

NEVADA 
District Cout"t 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Sup,,~ior Court 
Dis tric t Court 
Munic ipa 1 Court 

NEW JERSEY 
Superior Court (Law 

Division and 
Chancery Division) 

Superior Court (Law 
Division, Special 
Civil Part, 
~iolationB Section) 

Municipal Court 

NEW MEXICO 
District Court 
Magistrate Court 
Bernalillo County 

Metropolitan Court 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
diction 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

No 

G 

G 

L 

L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 

L 
L 

G 
L 

L 

data 

Point of counting 
criminal case 

Information/indictment 
Complaint 
Complaint 
Complaint 

In forma t ion 
Complaint 
Complaint 

Complaint 
Complaint 
Complaint 

available 

Complaint/information/ 
indictment 

Information/indictment 

Complaint 

Complaint 

Information/indictment 
Information/complaint 
Complaint 

Information/indictment 
Complaint 
Complaint 

Information/indictment 
Complaint 
Complaint 

Indictment/accusation 

Complaint 
Complaint 

Complaint 
Complaint 

Complaint 

Single 
defen­
dant 

Not 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

One or 
more 
defen­
dants 

counted 

Single 
charge 

X 
X 

Contents of 
Single 
incident 
(set I of 
charges 
per case) 

Charging Document 
Single 
incident 
(unlimi­
ted 1 0 f 
charges) 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

One 
or more 
incidents 

Not consistent statewide (depends on prosecutor) 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

Varies 
Varies 
Va ries 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
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X 

X 

X 

(not consistent 
X statewide) 
X 
X 

Varies, depending on prosecutor 
Varies, depending on prosecutor 
Varies, depending on prosecutor 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 



Table 9: (continued) 

Name of Court 

NEW YORK 
Supreme Court 

County Court 
Criminal Court of the 

City of New York 
District Court and 

City Court 
Town Court and Village 

Just ice Court 

NOR'!H CAROLINA 
Superior Court 
District Court 

NORTH DAKOTA 
District Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

OHIO 
Court of CODUnon Pleas 
County Court 
Municipal Court 
Mayor's Court 

OKLAHOMA 
District Court 

OREGON 
Circuit Court 

District Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of Common Pleas 
District Justice Court 
Phila. Municipal Court 
Pittsburgh City 

Magistrates Court 

PUERTO RICO 
Superior Court 
District Court 

RHODE ISLAND 
Superior Court 
District Court 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Circuit Court 
Magistrate Court 
Municipal Court 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit Court 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
diction 

G 

G 

L 

L 

L 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 

G 

L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

L 

G 
L 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 

Point of counting 
crimina I case 

Information/indictment 

Information/indictment 

Issue of docket number 

Complaint 

Complaint 

Information/indictment 
Complaint/summons 

Information/indictment 
Complaint, information 
Complaint 

Arraignment 
Warrant, summons 
Warrant, summons 
No data reported 

Information/indictment 

Complaint/indictment 

Complaint/Indictment 
Complaint 
Complaint 

Information or 
docket transcript 

Complaint 
Complaint 

Complaint 

Accusation 
Complaint (charge) 

Information/indictment 
Complaint 

Indictment 
Warrant, summons 
Warrant, sumJOons 

Complaint 

Single 
defen­
dant 

x 

x 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

so 

One or 
more 
defen­
dants 

x 

X 

X 

Varies 

X 

Contents of Charging Document 

Single 
charge 

X 

Single 
incident 
(set 2 of 
charges 
per case) 

X (2 max) 

Single 
incident 
(unlimi- One 
ted 2 of or more 
charges) incidents 

x (may vary 
w/prosec.) 

X (may vary) 

X 

X 

X 

X (may vary) 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

(Number of charges not consistent 
statewide) 

X 

X 
X 

X 

ditto 
ditto 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 



Table 9: (continued) 
Contents of Charsins Document 

Single Single 
General/ One or incident incident 
limited Single more (set 3 of (unlimi- One 
juris- Point of counting defen- de fen- Single charges ted 3 of or more 

NalOe of Court diction criminal case dant dants charge I!er case) charses) incidents 

TENNESSEE 
Circuit Court and 

Criminal Court G Information/indictment Not consistent statewide 
General Sessions Court L No data reported 
Municipal Court L No data reported 

TEXAS 
District Court and 

Crimin;, 1 District Court G Information/indictment X X 
Constitutional County 

Court L Complaint/information X ( varies) 
Munic ipal Court L Complaint X X 
Justice of the Peace CT. L Complaint X X 

UTAH 
District Court G Information X X 
Circuit Court L Information/citation X X 
Justice Court L Citation X X 

VERMONT 
District Court G First appearance X X X 

VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court G Information/indictment X X 
District Court L Warrant /suonnons X X 

WASHINGTON 
Superior Court G In format ion X X 
District Court L Complaint/citation X X (2 rna,,) 
Municipal Court L Complaint/citation X X (2 rna,,) 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court G Indictment/information X X 
Magistrate Court L Warrant X X 
Municipal Court L Complaint X X 

WISCONSIN 
Circuit Court G Initial appearance X X 
Municipal Court L Complaint/citation X X 

WYOMING 
District Court G Information/indictment X X 
County Court L Comp laint /informat ion X X 
Jus tice of the Peace 

Court L Complaint/information X X 
Municipal Court L Citation/complaint X X 
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Table 10. Criminal case types in which jury trials and bench trials 
are used in state trial courts, 1984 

Comments: The information contained in this table permits the identification 
of each case type where a jury trial and/or bench trial is used, 
as well as the case types over which each court does not have 
jurisdiction. This permits the identification of courts from 
which trial data could be reported and the kind of trial data to 
expec t. 

State/court 

ALABAMA 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

ALASKA 
Superior Court 
District Court 

ARIZONA 
Superior Court 
Justices of the 

Peace Court 
Municipal Court 

ARKANSAS 
Circuit Court 
Municipel Court 
City Court, 

Police Court 

CALIFORNIA 
Superior Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

COLORADO 
Di,trict Court 
County Court 

CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
diction 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 

L 
L 

G 
L 

L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 

Triable 
felony 

x 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held. 
o = Bench trials are held in this case type. 

Misdemeanor 

x 
o 
o 

x 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
o 

o 

X 
X 

X 

X 

DWl/ 
DUI 

x 
o 
o 

x 

X 
X 

X 
o 

o 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
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Trial 
court 
appeal 

x 

o 

X 

X 

X 

o 
o 



Table 10: (continued) 

State/court 

DELAWARE 
Superior Court 
Family Court 
Justice of the 

Peace Court 
Court of Common 

Pleas 
Municipal Court 

of Wilmington 
Alderman's Court 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Court 

FLORIDA 
Circuit Court 
County Court 

GEORGIA 
Superior Court 
State Court 
Probate Court 
Municipal Court 
Recorder's Court 

HAWAII 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

IDAHO 
District Court 

ILLINOIS 
Circuit Court 

INDIANA 
Superior Court and 

Circuit Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court of 

Marion County 
City Court and Town 

Court 

General! 
limited 
juris­
diction 

G 
L 

L 

L 

L 
L 

G 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 

G 

G 
L 

L 

L 

Triable 
felony 

x 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held. 
o = Bench trials are held 1n this case type. 

Misdemeanor 

x 
o 

o 

x 

o 
o 

x 

x 
X 

X 
X 
o 
o 

X 
o 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

x 

DWI/ 
DUI 

o 

o 
o 

x 

X 
X 

x 
X 
o 

o 

X 
o 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
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Trial 
court 
appeal 

x 

o 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Table 10: (continued) 

State/court 

IOWA 
District Court 

KANSAS 
District Court 

KENTUCKY 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

LOUISIANA 
District Court 
City Court and 

Parish Court, 
and Municipal 
Court and 
Traffic Court 
of New Orleans 

MAINE 
Superior Court 
District Court 

MARYLAND 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Trial Court of the 

Commonwealth: 
Superior Court 
Department 

Housing Court 
Department 

District Court 
Department 

Boston Municipal 
Court Dept. 

MICHIGAN 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
diction 

G 

G 

G 
L 

G 

L 

G 
L 

G 
L 

G 

L 

L 

L 

G 
L 
L 

Triable 
felony 

x 

x 

x 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held. 
o = Bench trials are held 1n this case type. 

Misdemeanor 

x 

x 

x 
X 

X 

o 

X 
o 

x 
o 

X 

X 

x 

x 
X 

DWI/ 
DUI 

x 

x 

X 

X 

o 

X 
o 

o 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
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Trial 
court 
appeal 

x 

x 

x 

o 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Table 10: (continued) 
General/ 
limited Trial 
juris- Triable DWI/ court 

State/court diction felony Misdemeanor DUI appeal 

MINNESOTA 
District Court G X X 0 
County Court and 

County Muni-
cipal Court L X X 

MISSISSIPPI -- no data available 

MISSOURI 
Circuit Court G X X X X 

MONTANA 
District Court G X X X 
Justice of the 

Peace Court 
and Municipal 
Court L X X 

City Court L X X 

NEBRASKA 
District Court G X X X 0 
County Court L X X 
Municipal Court L 0 a 

NEVADA 
District Court G X X X X 
Justice Court L X X 
Municipal Court L a a 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Superior Court G X X 
District Court L a a 
Municipal Court L a a 

NEW JERSEY 
Superior Court 

(Law Division 
and Chancery 
Division) G X 0 

Superior Court 
Law Division, 
Special Civil 
Part, Viola-
tions Section L a a 

Municipal Court L a a 

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held. 
a = Bench trials are held in this case type. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction 1n this case type. 
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Table 10: (continued) 

State/court 

NEW MEXICO 
District Court 
Magistrate Court 
Bernalillo County 

Metropolitan Ct. 

NEW YORK 
Supreme Court 
County Court 
Criminal Court of 

the City of 
New York 

District Court 
and City Court 

Town Court and 
Village Justice 
Court 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
diction 

G 
L 

L 

G 
G 

L 

L 

L 

Triable 
felony 

X 

X 
X 

Misdemeanor 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Superior Court G x (required) 

x 
District Court 

NORTH DAKOTA 
District Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

OHIO 
Court of Common 

Pleas 
County Court 
Municipal Court 
Mayor's Court 

OKLAHOMA 
District Court 

OREGON 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 

G 
L 
L 
L 

x 

X 

X 

x 

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held. 
o = Bench trials are held in this case type. 

o 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 

x 
X 
X 

DWI/ 
DUI 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

o 

X 
o 

X 
X 
o 

X 

X 
X 
X 

-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
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Trial 
court 
appeal 

X 

o 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Table 10: (continued) 

State/court 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of Common 

Pleas 
District Justice 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
diction 

G 

Court L 
Philadelphia Municipal 

Court L 
Pittsburgh City 

Magistrates Ct. L 

PUERTO RICO 
Superior Court 
District Court 

RHODE ISLAND 
Superior Court 
District Court 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Circuit Court 
Magistrate Court 
Municipal Court 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit Court 

TENNESSEE 
Circuit Court and 

Criminal Court 
General Sessions 

Court 
M-.l!licipal Court 

TEXAS 
District Court 

and Criminal 
District Court 

Constitutional 
County Court 

Municipal Court 
Justices of the 

Peace Court 

G 
L 

G 
G 

G 
L 
L 

G 

G 

L 
L 

G 

L 
L 

L 

Triable 
felony 

x 

x 

x 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held. 
o = Bench trials are held 1n this case type. 

Misdemeanor 

x 

o 

o 

o 

x 
o 

x 
o 

x 
X 
X 

X 

X 

o 
o 

X 

X 
X 

X 

DWI/ 
DUI 

x 

o 

o 

o 

o 

x 
o 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

o 
o 

X 

X 

-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
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Trial 
court 
appeal 

x 

x 

x 

o 

X 

X 

X 



Table 10: (continued) 

State/court 

UTAH 
District Court 
Circuit Court 
Justice of the 

Peace Court 

VERMONT 
District Court 

VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

WASHINGTON 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court 
Magistrate Court 
Municipal Court 

WISCONSIN 
Circuit Court 
Municipal Justice 

Court 

WYOMING 
District Court 
County Court 
Justice of the 

Peace :::ourt 
Municipal Court 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
diction 

G 
L 

L 

G 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 

L 

G 
L 

L 
L 

Triable 
felony 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held. 
o = Bench trials are held 1n this case type. 

Misdemeanor 

x 
X 

o 

X 

X 
o 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

DWI/ 
DUI 

X 

o 

X 

o 

X 
X 

X 
X 
o 

x 

o 

X 

X 
X 

-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
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Trial 
court 
appeal 

o 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Table 11. Point at which disposition is counted in criminal cases, 1984 

Comments: In presenting trial data for state courts, trial data from those jurisdictions that are counting trials at 
their beginning are not comparable with trial data from jurisdictions that do not count trials until their 
completion. This table shows the point of counting (for statistical reporting purposes) both criminal 
jury trials and criminal bench trials. 

Jur;z: t ria I Bench t ria I 

At opening At opening 
When jury statement or At verdict, statement. At judgment, 

At jury is sworn/ swearing of completion, introduction completion, 
State/court selection emeaneled first witness or decision of evidence decision 

ALABAMA 
Circuit Court X X 
District Court X 
Munic ipal Court Unknown 

ALASKA 
Superior Court X X 
District Court X X 

ARIZONA 
Superior Court X X 
Justices of the Peace Ct. X X 
Municipal Cou X X 

ARKANSAS 
Circuit Court X X 
Mun-ic ipa I Cou:t X 
City Court, Police Ct. X 

CALIfORNIA 
Superior Court X X 
Justice Court X X 
Munic ipa I Court X X 

COLORADO 
District Court X X 
County Court X X 

CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court X X 

DELAWARE 
Superior Court X X 
Family Court X 
Justice of the Peace Ct. X 
Court of Common Pleas X X 
Municipal Court of 

Wilmington X 
Alderman's Court X 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Court X X 

FLORIDA 
Circuit Court X X 
County Court X X 

GEORGIA 
Superior Court X X 
State Court X X 
Probate Court X 
Municipal Court X 
Recorder's Court Unknown 
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Table 11. (continued) 
Jur,l trial Bench trial 

At opening At opening 
When jury statement or At verdict, statement, At judgment, 

At jury is sworn/ swearing of completion, introduction completion, 
State/court selection emeaneled first witness or decision of evidence decision 

HAWAII 
Ci rcuit Court X X 
District Court X 

IDAHO 
District Court X X 

ILLINOIS 
Circuit Court X X 

INDIANA 
Superior Court and 

Circuit Court X X 
County Court X X 
Municipal Court of 

Marion County X X 
City Ct. and Town 

Court X X 

IOWA., 
Distric t Court X X 

KANSAS 
District Court X X 

KENTUCKY 
Circuit Court X Not consistent statewide 
District Court X Not consistent statewide 

LOUISIANA 
District Court X X 
City Court and Parish 

Court, and Municipal 
Court and Traffic 
Court of New Orleans X 

MAINE 
Superior Court X X 
District Court Unknown 

MARYLAND 
Circuit Court X X 
District Court X 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Trial Court of the Commonwealth: X X 

MICHIGAN 
Circuit Court X X 
District Court X X 
Municipal Court X X 

MINNESOTA 
District Court X X 
County Court, County 

Munic ipa 1 Court X X 

MISSISSIPPI -- no data available 

MISSOURI 
Circuit Court X X 
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Table 11. (continued) 

State/court 

MONTANA 
District Court 
Justice of the Peace Court 

and Municipal Court 
City Court 

NEBRASKA 
District Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

NEVADA 
District Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

NEW JERSEY 
Superior Court (Law 

Division and 

At jury 
se lec t ion 

Jury trial 

When jury 
is swornl 
empaneled 

X 
X 

At opening 
statement or 
swearing of 
first witness 

At verdict, 
completion, 
or decision 

x 

x 
X 

X 
X 

Trial is counted at point a jury trial is requested 

Chancery Division) X 
Syperior Court, Special 

Civil Part, Violations 
Sec t ion 

Munic ipa I Cou rt 

NEW NEXICO 
Distric t Court 
Magistrate Court 
Bernalillo County 

Metropolitan Court 

NEW YORK 
Supreme Court 
County Court 
Criminal Court of the 

City of New York 
District Court and 

City Court 
Town Court and Village 

Justice Court 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Superior Court 
District Court 

NORTH DAKOTA 
District Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

OHIO 
Court of Common Pleas 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

OKLAHOMA 
District Cou't"t X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
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X 
X 

X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

Bench trial 

At opening 
statement, 
int roduc t ion 
of evidence 

X 
X 
X 

At judgment, 
completion, 
decision 

x 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

Trials not counted 
Trials not counted 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X (when court is called 
to order) 



Table 11. (continued) 

State/court 

OREGON 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

P~NNSYLVANIA 

Court of Common Pleas 
District Justice Court 
Phila. Municipal Court 
Pittsburgh City 

Magistrates Court 

PUERTO RICO 
Superior Court 
D i st r ic t Cou rt 

RHODE ISLAND 
Superior Court 
District Court 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Circuit Court 
Magistrate Court 
Municipal Court 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit Court 

TENNESSEE 
Circuit Court and 

Crimina 1 Court 
General Sessions Court 
Municipal Court 

TEXAS 

UTAH 

District Court and 
Criminal District Court 

Constitutional County Court 
Municipal Court 
Justice of the Peace Ct. 

District Court 
Circuit Court 
Justice of the Peace Court 

VERMONT 
District Court 

VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

WASHINGTON 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court 
Magistrate Court 
Municipal Court 

Jury tr~i~a~l~ ____________________ __ 

At jury 
selection 

X 

When jury 
is sworn/ 
empaneled 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

At opening 
statement or 
swearing of 
first witness 

Not consistent statewide 
Not consistent statewide 
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At verdict, 
completion, 
or decision 

X 

x 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

Bench trial 

At opening 
statement, At judgment, 
introduction completion, 
of evidence deci s ion 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

Not consistent statewide 
Unknown 
Unknown 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

x 
X 
X 

X 
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Table 11. (continued) 

State/court 

WISCONSIN 
Circuit Court 
Munic ipa 1 Court 

WYOMING 
District Court 
County Court 
Justice of the Peace Cuurt 
Municipal Court 

At jury 
selection 

Jury trial 

When jury 
is sworn/ 
empaneled 

A 

X 
X 
X 

At opening 
statement or 
swearing of 
first witness 

63 

At verdict, 
completion, 
or decision 

x 

Bench trial 

At opening 
statement, 
introduction 
of evidence 

X 
X 
X 
X 

At judgment, 
completion, 
decision 

x 
X 
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Table 12. Point at which disposition is counted in criminal cases ..lor statistical reporting purposes, 1984 

Commen~s: IE courts are counting the disposition of cases at different points, then time-to-disposition data and status of cases data 
are not comparable. This is more important in caseflow data than for case load inventory. 

This table indicates that the counting of dispositions (for statistical reporting purposes) varies, with many courts 
counting trial dispositions at the time judgment is pronounced, but many others wait until sentencing. 

At adju- At entry At At adju- At entry At 
State/court dication of judllment sentenc inB State/court dication of judBment sentencing 

ALABAMA DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Circuit Court X Superior Court X 
District Court X 
Municipal Court Unknown FLORIDA 

Circuit Court X 
ALASKA County Court X 

Superior Court X 
Di.strict Court X GEORGIA 

Superior Court X 
ARIZONA State Court X 

Superior Court X Probate Court X 
Justice of the Municipal Court X 

Peace Court X Civil Court Unknown 
Municipal Court X Recorder's Court Unknown 

ARKANSAS HAWAII 
C~rcuit Court X Circuit Court X 
Municipal Court X District Court X 
City Court, 

Police Court X IDAHO 
District Court X 

CALIFORNIA 
Surerior Court X ILLINOIS 
Justice Court X Circuit Court X 
Munic ipa 1 Court X 

INDIANA 
COLORADO Superior Court and 

District Court X Circuit Court X 
County Court X County Court X 

Municipal Court of 
CONNECTICUT Marion County X 

Su pe rior Cou rt X City Ct. and Town 
Court X 

DELAWARE 
Superior Court X IOWA 
Family Court X District Court X (jury triaU j{ (bench triaU 
Justice of the 

Peace X KANSAS 
Cou rt a f Common District Court X 

Pleas X 
Municipal Court of KENTUCKY 

Wilmington X Circuit Court X 
Alderman's Court X District Court X 
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LOUISIANA 

District Court X 
City Court and 

Parish Court, 
and Municipal Court 
and Traffic Court 
of New Orleans X 

MArNE 
Superior Court 
District Court 

MARYLAND 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Trial Court of the 

Cummonwealth 

MICHIGAN 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

MINNESOTA 
Dis t ric t Cou rt 
County Cou rt 
County Municipal 

Court 

x 
X 

MISSISSIPPI -- no data available 

MISSOURI 
Circuit Court 

MONTANA 
District Court 
Jusclce of the 

Peace and Municipal 
Court 

City Court 

NEBRASKA 
District Court 
County Court 
Municipa 1 Court 

NEVADA 
District Court: 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

x 

X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

x 
X 

x 

x 
X 

X 

X 

x 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

~ 

NEW JERSEY 
Superior Court (Law 

Division and Chancery 
Division) X 

Superior Court Law 
Division, Special 
Civil Part, 
Violations Section 

Hun ic ipa I Cou rt 

NEW MEXICO 
District Court 
Magistrate Court 
Bernalillo County 

Metropolit:an Court 

NEW YORK 
Supreme Court X 
County Court X 
Criminal Court of the 

City of New York X 
District Court and 

City Court X 
Town Court and Village 

Justice Court X 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Superior Court 
District Court 

NORTH DAXOTA 
District Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

OHIO 
Court of Common Pleas 
County Court 
Municipal Court 
Mayor's Court 

OKLAHOMA 
District Court 

OREGON 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of Common Pleas 

X 
X 

Unknown 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
District Justice Court X 
Philadelphia Hunicipal 

Court X 
pittsburgh City 

Hagistrates Court X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

...,. 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 



Table 12: (continued) 

At adju- At entry At At adju- At entry At 
State/court d ication of judgment sentenc i_ng Sta~/cour~ dication oLjudgment sentencing ----
PUERTO RICO UTAI1 

Superior Cou rt X iJ is t ric t Cou rt X 
District Court X Circuit Court X 

Justice Court X 
RHODE ISLAND 

Superior Court X VERMONT 
District Court X District Court X 

SOUTH CAROLINA VIRGINIA 
ci rcuit Cou rt X C:rcuit Court X 
Magistrate Court X District Court X 
Municipal Court X 

WASHINGTON 
SOUTH DAKOTA Superior Court Not consistent statewide 

Circuit Court X Dis t ric t Cou rt X 
Municipal Court X 

TENNESSEE 
Circuit Cou rt WEST VIRGINIA 

and Criminal Circuit Court X 
Court X Magistrate Court X 

General Sessions Municipal Court Unknown 
Court Unknown 

Municipal Court Unknown IoIISC:ONSIN 
Circuit Court X 

TEXAS Municipal Court X 
0-- District Court and 0--

Criminal District WYOMING 
COUrt X District Court X 

Constitutional County Court X 
County Cou rt X Justice of the 

Municipal Court X Peace Court X 
Jus tice a f the Municipal Court X 

Peace Court 
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Table 13. Initiation of limited and triable felony cases in state trial courts, 1984 

Comments: This table was initially planned to indiC3te the use of felony preliminary hearings in trial courts, but in the course of collecting 
information on preliminary hearings from the AGCs, CSHI project staff learned that a great deal of additional information was needed to 
understand and compare the felony statistics being reported by state trial courts. 

The first three columns in this table indicate the process used in each state to protect the defendant's rights. The fourth and fifth 
columns indicate the court juriSdiction and when a felony filing is counted in each court. The next four columns define whether 
felonies filed are triable or limited in each court. The final two columns are important for statistical aggregation because they 
indicate whether statistics reponed by each court permit the subtraction of defendants bound over after preliminary hearing from total 
felony filings in the state, thus avoiding double counting of felony cases. Each of the last two columns must contain a yes for the 
statistics to be usable. Any state that has a nO in the next to the last column is counting fewer felony cases than states that have a 
yes in that column. 

Process used to protect 
defendant's rights 

Name of court 

ALABAMA 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

ALASKA 
Superior Court 
District Court 

Are 
grand 
juries 
re­
quired 
in this 
state? 

Yes 

Are 
felony 
prelim. 
hea("ings 
re­
quired 
in this 
state? 

Yes 

Either prelim 
or grand jury 

ARIZONA Either prelim 
Superior Gourt or grand jury 
Justices of the Peace Court 
Municipal"Court 

ARKANSAS 
Circuit: Court 
Municipal Court 
City Court:, Police Court 

CALIFORNIA 
Superior Court 
Justice Coun 
Municipal Court 

-- = Not applicable. 

Rare 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Is prelim. 
in lieu of 
or in addi­
tion to 
grand jury? 

Addition 

In lieu of 

tn lieu of 

In lieu of 

In lieu of 

Juris­
diction 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

At what 
point does 
this court 
count a 
felony case? 

Indictment 
Complaint 
Complaint 

Indictment 
Complaint 

Info/indict 
Complaint: 
Complaint 

In fo/ind ic t 
Complaint 
Complaint 

Info/indict 
Complaint 
Complaint 

Limited/triable felonies 

Are 
felonies 
tried in 

Are 
prelim. 
hearings 
held 
in this 

this court? court? 

Yes 
No 
No 

Yes 
No 

Yes 
No 
No 

Yes 
No 
No 

Yes 
No 
No 

No 
Yes 
No 

No 
Yes 

No 
Yes 
No 

No 
Yes 
No 

No 
Yes 
Yes 

Can 
judge 
in this 
court 
accept 
plea in 
felony 
case? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
No 

Yes 
No 

Yes 

*This question applies only to felony charges, not to charges reduced to misdemeanors. 

Can 
judge 
in this 
court 
dismiss 
felony 
case? 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

*Are 
limited 
felony 
fi lings 
reported by 
this court? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Are 
limited 
fe lony 
manner of 
disposition 
data 
reported by 
this court? 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
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Table 13: continued 

Name of court 

Process used to protect 
defendant's rights 

Are 
grand 
juries 
re­
quired 
in this 
state? 

Are 
felony 
prelim. 
hearings Is prelim. 
re­
quired 
in this 
state? 

in lieu of 
or in addi­
tion to 
grand jury? 

Juris­
diction 

COLORADO No Yes (No grand jury) 
District Court 

County Court 

CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court 

11 

DELAWARE Yes 
Superior Court 
Justice of the Peace Court 
Court of Common Pleas 
Municipal Court of 

Wilmington 
Alderman's Court 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Coure 

FLORIDA 
Circuit Coure 

County Court 

GEORGIA 
Superior Court 

State Court 
Probate Court 
Magistrate Court 
Municipal Court 
Givil Court 
Recorder's Court 

HAWAU 
Circuit Court: 

District Court 

-- = Not applicable. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

Addition 

In lieu of 

Addition 

In Lieu of 
( rare) 

In lieu of 

In lieu of 

G 

L 

G 

G 
L 
L 

L 
L 

G 

G 

L 

G 

L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 

L 

Limited/triable felonies 

Are 
felonies 
tried in 

Are 
prelim. 
hearings 
held 
in this 

Can 
judge 
in this 

At what 
point does 
this court 
count a 
felony case? this court? court? 

court 
accept 
plea in 
fe lony 
case? 

Can 
judge 
in this 
court 
dismiss 
felony 
case? 

Initial appear- Yes 
ranee; info. 

Complaint No 

Info/indict 

Info/indict 
Complaint 
Compla int 

Complaint 
Complaint 

Complaint/ 
info / ind ict 

Complaint/ 
info/indict 

Complaint 

Indict/ 
accusation 

Accusation 
Accusation 
Complaint 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 

Yes 

Yes 
No 
No 

No 
No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 

Complaint/ Yes 
ind ic t 

Info/complaint No 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

No 
No 
Yes 

Yes Yes 

Misdemeanor only 

Yes 
No 

Yes 

No 

Rarely 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Rare Yes 

Rare No 
No 
Rare No 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

ItS 

*This question applies only to felony charees, not to charges reduced to misdemeanors. 

*Are 
limited 
felony 
filings 
reported by 
this court? 

For some 
counties 
Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Are 
limited 
felony 
manner of 
disposition 
data 
reported by 
this court? 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 



...., ...... -IDAHO No Yes No grand jury 
District Cour!: G Informat ion Yes No Yes Yes 
Magistrates Division of 

District Court G Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes No 

ILLINOIS No No In lieu of 
Circuit Court G Complaint/ Yes Yes Yes Yes Cook County No 

info/ ind ic t only 

INDIANA No Yes Addition 
Superior Court and 

Circuit Court G Info/indict Yes Yes Yes Yes No 
County Court L Info/complaint No Yes Class D felonies Yes No 
Municipal Court of 

Marion County L Info/complaint No Yes Class D felonies Yes No 
City Ct. and Town 

Court L Info/complaint No No 

IOWA No No (Both rare) 
District Court G Info/indict Yes 'ies Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KANSAS No Yes In lieu 0 f 
District Court G Info/indict, Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

first appearance 

KENTUCKY Yes No Addition 
Circuit Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes 
District Court L Complaint No Yes Yes Yes No 

LOUISIANA Yes Yes In lieu of 
District Court G Info/indict Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

(31 
City Court and Parish 

\0 Court, and Municipal 
Court and Traffic 
Court of New Orleans L Info / C omp La int No No 

MAINE Yes Yes Addition 
Superior Court G Info/indic t Yes No Yes Yes 
District Court L In fo /camp la in t No Yes Yes Yes No 

MARYLAND No No In lieu of 
Circuit Court G Info/ind ic t Yes No Yes Yes 
District Court L Inio/c itation No Rare No Yes No No 

(Felonies go to 
Circuit Court) 

MASSACHUSETTS Yes Yes Addition 
Trial Court of the 
Commonwealth: 

Superior Court Dept. G Info/ind ict Yes No Yes Yes Not. applic. 
Housing Court Dept. L Complaint Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No 
District Court Dept. L Complaint Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No 
Boston Municipal Ct. Dept. L Complaint Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

MICHIGAN No Yes In lieu of 
Ci.rcuit Court G Information Yes No Yes Yes Not. applic. 
District Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes No 
Municipal Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes No 

-- = Not applicable. 
*This question applies only to felony charges, not to charges reduced to misdemeanors. 
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Table 13: continued 

Name of court 

MINNESOTA 
District Court: 
County Court: and 

County Municipal Court 

Process used to prot:ect 
defendant:'s right:s 

Are 
grand 
juries 
re­
quired 
in this 
stat:e? 

Yes 

Are 
felony 
prelim. 
hearings 
re­
quired 
in thi.s 
state? 

Yes 

Is prelim. 
in lieu of 
or in addi­
tion to 
grand jury? 

In lieu of 

Juris­
diction 

G 

L 

MISSISSIPPI -- no t:rial court dat:a available 

MISSOURI 
ci rcuit: Court: 

MONTANA 
District Court 
Just:ice of the Peace Ct. 

and Municipal Court 
City Court 

NEBRASKA 
District Court 
Coun ty COl,1 rt: 
Munic ipa 1 Court 

NEVADA 
District Court 
Just:ice Court 
Municipal Court 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

NEW JERSEY 
Superior Court (Law 

Division and 
Chancery Division) 

Superior Court Law Div., 
Special civil Parr:, 
Violations Section 

Municipal Court 

-- = Not applicable. 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

In lieu of 

(Both rare) 

G 

G 
L 

L 

(Grand jury rare) 
G 
L 
L 

Addition 

In lieu of 

Addition 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 

L 
L 

Limited/triable felonies 

Are 
felonies 
tried in 

Are 
pre 1 im. 
hearings 
held 
in this 

At what 
point does 
this court 
count a 
felony case? this court? court? 

Complaint: 

Complaint 

Info/indict: 

Info/indict 
Complaint 

Complaint 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 
No 

No 

Info/indict Yes 
Info/complaint No 
Complaint No 

Info/indict 
Complaint 
Complaint 

In fo/ ind ic t 
Complaint 
Complaint 

Indictment/ 
accusation 

Complaint 
Complaint 

Yes 
No 
No 

Yes 
No 
No 

Yes 

No 
No 

No 

Yes 

Yes-in 
Assoc. 
Div. 

No 
No 

No 

No 
Yes 
Yes 

No 
Yes 
No 

No 
Yes 
Yes 

No 

Yes 
Yes 

Can 
judge 
in this 
court 
accept 
plea in 
felony 
case? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
No 
No 

Yes 

? 
No 

*This question applies only to felony charges, not to charges reduced to misdemeanors. 

Can 
judge 
in this 
court 
dismiss 
felony 
case? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
No 

No 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

No 

*Are 
1 imited 
felony 
filings 
reported by 
this court? 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

No 
No 

Are 
limited 
felony 
manner of 
disposition 
data 
reported by 
this court? 

No 

Yes 

No 
No 

No 

No 
No 



..,-

NEW MEXICO No Ye!; In lieu of 
District Court G Complaint Yes No Yes Yes 
Magistrate Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes No 
Bernalillo County 

Metropolitan Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes No 

NEW YORK Yes Yes Addition 
Supreme Court G rnfo/indict Yes No Yes Yes 
County Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes 
Criminal Court of the 

City of New York L Issue docket No Yes No Yes Yes Yes 
number 

District Court and 
City Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes Yes 

Town Co~rt and Village 
Justice Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes No 

NORTH CAROLINA Yes Yes Addition 
Superior Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes 
District Court L Complaint/ No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Summons 

NORTH DAKOTA No Yes In lieu of 
District Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes 
County Court L Info/complaint No Yes Yes Yes No 
Municipal Court L Complaint No No 

OHIO No No In lieu of 
Court of Common Pleas G Arraignment Yes No Yes Yes 
County Court L Warrant/summons No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

....... Municipal Court 
~ 

L Warrant/summons No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

OKLAHOMA No Yes Neither 
District Court G Info/indict. Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

OREGON No No In lieu of 
Circuit Court G Complaint/ Yes No Yes Yes 

indictment 
District Court L Complaint No Yes Yes No 
Justice Court L Complaint No Yes Yes No 
Municipal Court L Complaint No No 

PENNSYLVANIA No Yes In lieu of 
Court of Common Pleas G Information Yes No Y~s Yes 
District Justice Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes Yes 
Ph ila. Municipal Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes No 
Pittsburgh City 

Magistrates Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes No 

PUERTO RICO No Yes No grand jury 
Superior Court G Accusation Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
District Court L Complaint No Yes No No 

RHODE ISLAND Yes No In lieu of 
Superior Court G Info/indict. Yes Yes Yes Yes No 
District Court L Complaint No No No No Yes No 

-- = Not applicable. 
*This question applies only to felony charges, not to charges reduced to misdemeanors. 
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Name of court 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Circuit Court 
Magistrate Court 
Munie ipa 1 Cou rt 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit: Court 

TENNESSEE 

Circuit Court and 
Criminal Court: 

General Sessions Court 

Municipal Cou rt 

TEXAS 
District Court and 

Criminal Dist:rict Court 
County Court: at: Law, 

Constitutional Count:y 
Court:, & Probate Ct. 

Municipal Court 
Justice of the Peace Ct. 

UTAH 
Dis tric t: Cou rt: 
Circuit Court: 
Just:ice of the Peace 

Court 

VERMONT 
District Court 

VIRGINIA 
Circuit: Court: 
Dist:riet: Court: 

-- = Not applicable. 

Process used to protect 
defendant's rights 

Are 
grand 
juries 
re­
quired 
in this 
stat:e? 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

Are 
fe lony 
prelim. 
hearings Is prelim. 
re­
quired 
in t:his 
state? 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

in lieu of 
or in addi­
tion t:o 
grand jury? 

Addit:ion 

In lieu of 

(No felony 
pre 1 ims) 

In lieu of 

In liel1 of 

Juris­
die tion 

G 
L 
L 

G 

G 
L 

L 

G 

L 
L 
L 

G 
L 

L 

No No (No grand jury) 

Yes Yes Addit:ion 

G 

G 
L 

Limited/triable felonies 

Are 
felonies 
tried in 

Are 
prelim. 
hearings 
held 
in this 

At what 
point does 
this court 
count a 
felony case? t:his court:? court? 

Indictment Yes 
Warrant:/summons No 
Warrant/summons No 

Complaint Yes 

No 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Can 
judge 
in this 
court 
accept 
plea in 
fe lony 
case? 

Yes 
No 
No 

Yes 

Can 
judge 
in this 
court 
dismiss 
felony 
case? 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Info/indict 
No data 

Yes 
No 

No 
Misde­

meanors 
only 

Yes Yes 

No data No 

Info/ indie t Yes 

Info/complaint No 
Complaint: No 
Complaint No 

Information 
Infonnat:ion 

Citation 

First: appear­
ance 

Yes 
No 

No 

Yes 

Info/indict Yes 
Warrant:/summons No 

No 

No 
No 
No 

No 
Yes 

Yes 

If 
requested 

No 
Yes 

No data 

Yes 

No 
No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 
No 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

*This question applies only t:o felony charges, not: to charges reduced to misdemeanors. 

*Are 
limited 
felony 
fil ings 
reported by 
this court:? 

No 
No 

Are 
limited 
felony 
manner of 
disposition 
data 
reported by 
this court? 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes, but not 
separately 

No 

No 

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes No 
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WASHINGTON No No 
Superior Court 
District Court 

Municipal Court 

WEST VIRGINIA Yes Yes 
Circuit Court 
Magistrate Court 

WISCONSIN No Yes 
Circuit Court 

WYOMING No No 
District Court 
County Court 
Justice of the 

Peace Court 

-- = Not applicable. 
*This question applies only to felony charges, 

(No grand jury) 
G Information 
L Complaint/ 

citation 
L Complaint/ 

citation 

Addition 
G Info/indict 
L Warrant 

(No grand jury) 
G First appear-

ance 

In lieu of 
G Info/indict 
L Complaint/info 

L Info/complaint 

not to charges reduced to misdemeanors. 

-
Yes No Yes Yes 
No Yes No Yes Yes No 

No No 

Yes No Yes Yes 
No Yes No No Yes No 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Yes No Yes Yes 
No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 



Table 14. Traffic/other violations handled by state trial courts, 1984 

Comments: The traffic/other violations case type classifications used in this table are those used in the State Court 
Case load Statistics: Annual Report seri.es. They have been chosen as a model set of data elements Eor case load 
inventory by the COSCA Court Statistics and Information Systems Committee and are defined in the Supplement to 
the State Court Model Statistical Dictionary. 

The broad classification "traffic/other violations" is new and resulted from a decision in 1981, by the COSCA 
CSIS Conunittee to move ordinance violations out of the criminal category and combine them with traffic 
violations. This decision resulted from the Conunittee's belief that serious criminal cases should be separated 
from less serious cases. 

In the trial court jurisdiction guide, CSIM staff have ascertained from AOC staff in each state exactly what 
case types are handled in each court and how they should be classified into the CSIM case load inventory. The 
guide has made it clear that a large proportion of traffic/other violations cases are handled in limited 
jurisdiction courts that do not report data to state administrative offices. 

General/ 
limited 
juris-

State/court diction 

ALABAMA 
Distric t Court L 
Municipal Court L 

(does not reported data to AOC) 

ALASKA 
District Court L 

ARIZONA 
Justices of the Peace Court L 

Municipal Gourt L 

ARKANSAS 
Municipal Court 
City Court, Police Court 

L 
L 

CALIFORNIA 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

COLORADO 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

(does not reported 

CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court 

DELAWARE 
Family Court* 
Justice of the Peace 

Court 
Municipal Court of 

Wilmington 
Alderman's Court 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Court 

L 
L 

L 
L 

data to AOC) 

G 

L 

L 

L 
L 

G 

Moving 
traffic 
violations 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

Miscel-
laneous 
(nonmoving) 
traffic 
violations 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

x 

X 

X 
X 

X 

( not 
counted) 
(not 
counted) 

* - Only juvenile traffic cases are handled in this court. 
X - This court has jurisdiction in this case type 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 

Pa rkin!l violations 
Contested is 
included in 

Court has another traf-
jurisd ic t ion fic cate!l0ri: 

X (f,ot coun ted) Yes 
X Unknown 

X ( very few Yes 
counted) 

X (not counted) Yes 

X (not counted) Yes 

x ( not counted) Yes 
X ( not counted) Yes 

X 
X 

X (not counted) Unknown 

X (not counted) Yes 

X No 
X No 

X (Capitol po- Yes 
lice only) 

74 

Ordinance 
violations 

X 

X 

x (not counted; 

X 
X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 



Table 14. (continued) 
Miscel- Pa rking violations 

General/ laneous Contested is 
limited Moving (nonllloving) included in 
juris- traffic traffic Court has another traf- Ordinance 

State/court diction violations violations 'jurisdiction fic categorl violations 

FLORIOA 
County Court L X X X (not counted) Yes X 

GEORGIA 
Superior Court G X X X 
State Court L X X 
Probate Court L X X 
Juvenile Court* L X X 
Magistrate Court L X 

(does not report data to AOC) 
Recorder's Court L X X X Unknown X 

(does not report data to AOC) 

HAWAII 
Circuit Court G X X 
District Court L X X X No X 

IOAHO 
District Court G X 

Magistrates Division G X X X (not counted) Yes X 

ILLINOiS 
Ci rcuit Court G X X X (in No X 

Ch icago 
and some 
other cities) 

INDIANA 
Circuit Court and 

Superior Court G X X X (not known if included 
in caseload) 

County Court L X X X Yes X 
Municipal Court of 

Marion County L X X X Yes X 
City Court and Town Court L X X X Yes X 

IOWA 
District Court G X X X (not counted) Yes X 

KANSAS 
District Court G X X 
Municipal Court L X X X Unknown X 

(does not report data to AOC) 

KENTUCKY 
District Court L X X X (not counted) Yes X 

LOUISIANA 
City Court and Parish 

Court, and Municipal 
Court and Traffic 
Court of New Orleans L X X X (not counted) Yes X 

Justice of the Peace 
Court L X X X Unknown X 
(does not report data to AOC) 

Mayor's Court L X X X Unknown X 
(does not report data to AOC) 

MAINE 
Superior Court G X X 
District Court L X X X Yes X 

* = Only juvenile traffic cases are handled in this court. 
X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction 1.n this case type. 
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Table 14. (continued) 
Miscel­
laneous 
(nonmoving) 
traffic 
violations 

Parking violations 

State/court 

MARYLAND 
District Court 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Trial Court of the 

Commonwealth: 

General/ 
limited 
juris­
diction 

L 

District Court Dept L 
Boston Municipal Court Dept L 

MICHIGAN 
District Court 
Municipal Court 
Probate Court* 

MINNESOTA 
County Court and 

County Municipal Court 

MISSISSIPPI (No data are available) 

MISS0URI 

1. 
L 
L 

L 

Moving 
traffic 
violations 

x 

x 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

x 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

Court has 
jurisdict ion 

X 

Circuit Court G X X X 
(Municipal Department handles parking, but does not report data to AOC) 

MONTANA 
Justice of the Peace 

Court and Municipal Court L 
(does not report data to AOC) 

City Court L 
(does not report data to AOC) 

NEBRASKA 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

NEVADA 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

NEW JERSEY 
Superior Court Law Division 

Special Civil Part, 
Violations Sections 

Municipal Court 

NEW MEXICO 

L 
L 

L 
L 

L 
L 

L 
L 

L 
L 

data to AOC) 

Magistrate Court 
Municipal Court 

(does not report 
Bernalillo County 

Metropolitan Court 

NEW YOKK 
Criminal Court of the 

City of New York 
District Court and City 

Court 
Town Court and Village 

Justice Court 

L 

L 

L 

X 

x 

X 
X 

x 
X 

X 
X 

x 
X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

x 

X 
X 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

* - Only juvenile traffic cases are handled in this court. 
X - This court has jurisdiction in this case type 
-- - This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
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x 

X 

X (not counted) 
X (not counted) 

X 
X 

X (not counted) 
X (not counted) 

X (not counted) 
X 

X 

x 

X 

Contested is 
included in 
another traf­
f ic ca tego ry 

Yes 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

No 
No 

Unknown 

No 

Ord illo'!lce 
vic l:.~t lons 

x 

x 
X 

X 
X 

x 

X (uncontested 
not counted) 

x 

X 
X 

X (not counted) 

X 
X 

x 
X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Table 14. (continued) 

State/court 

NORTH CAROLINA 
District Court 

NOIiTH DAKOTA 

OHIO 

Dis t ric t Court* 
County Court 
Munie ipa 1 Court 

General! 
limited 
juris­
diction 

L 

G 
L 
L 

County Court L 
Municipal Court L 
Mayor's Court L 

(does not report data to AOC) 

OKLAHUMA 
District Court 
Municipal Criminal Court 

of Record and Municipal 

G 

Court Not of Record L 
(does not report data to AOC) 

OREGON 
District Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

PENNSYLVANIA 
District Justice Court 
Philadelphia Municipal 

Court 
Philadelphia Traffic 

Court 
Pittsburgh City 

Magistrates Court 

PUERTO RICO 

L 
L 
L 

L 

L 

L 

L 

District Court L 

Moving 
traffic 
violations 

x 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

Miscel­
laneous 
(nonmoving) 
traffic 
violations 

x 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

x 
X 
X 

X 

x 

x 

X 

Parkiog violations 

Court has 
jurisdict ion 

x (not counted) 

X 
X (not counted) 
X (not counted) 

Y (not counted) 
X 

X 

X (not counted) 
X (not counted) 

X 

x 

X 

Contested is 
included in 
another traf­
fic category 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Unknown 

Unknown 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Municipal Judges L Only uncontested violations handled in this court 
(does not report data to AOC) 

RHODE ISLAND 
District Court L 
Ml!nicipal Court L 

(does not report data to AOC) 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Family Court* 
Magistrate Court 
Municipal Court 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit Court 

TENNESSEE 
Circuit Court and 

L 
L 
L 

G 

Crimina 1 Court G 
(does not report nata to AOC) 

General Sessions Court L 
(does not report data to AOC) 

Munic ipa 1 Court L 
(does not report data to AOC) 

X 

x 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

* = Only juvenile traffic casps are handled in this court. 
X • This COUl has ju:isdiction in this case type 
-- = This court does "ot have jurisdiction in this case type. 

x 

X 
X (not counted) 

X (not counted) 

x 

X (not counted) 
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Unknown 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Orrl inance 
\'''0; ltions - .. ~.--

x 

x 

X (not counted) 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 



Table 14. (continued) 
Miscel-

Gene~al/ laneous 
limited Moving (nonmoving) 
juris- t~affic t~a (fie 

State/court die t ion violations violations 

TEXAS 
County Court at Law and 

Constitutional County Court L X X 
Munic ipa 1 Court L X X 
Justice of the Peace Court L X X 

UTAH 
Circuit Court L X X 
Justice of the Peace Court L X X 
Juvenile Court* L X X 

VERMONT 
lJistrict Court G X X 

VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court G 
District Court L X X 

WASHINGTON 
District Court L X X 

,Municipal Court L X X 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Magistrate Court L X X 
Municipal Court L X X 

(does not report data to AOC) 

WISCONSIN 
Circu it Court G X X 
Municipal Jus tice Court L X X 

WYOMING 
County Court L X X 
.Justice of the Peace Court L X X 
Municipal Court L X X 

* = Only juvenile traffic cases ar~ handleH in this court. 
X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 

Pa ~kins v i.o 1a t lons 
Contested is 
inc luded in 

Cou~t has anothe [" t rll f- Ordinance 
juri.sdicti.on fic cate!l0ry violations 

X X 
X Yes 

X No X 
X No X 

X 

X 
X Yes X 

X (not counted) Yes 
X X 

X Unknown X 

X Yes X 
X X 

X Yes 
X Yes 
X Yes X 
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Table 15. Traffic/other violation case types in which jury trials and 
~ bench trials are used in state trial courts, 1984 

~ 

Connnents: The information contained in this table permits the identification of each case 
type where a jury trial and/or bench trial is used, as well as the case types 
over which each court does not have jurisdiction. This permits the 
identification of courts frorn which trial data could be report~d and the kind of 
trial data to expect. 

Moving traffic Parking 
State/court violations violations 

ALABAMA 
District Court 0 0 
Municipal Court 0 0 

ALASKA 
District Court 0 0 

ARIZONA 
Justices of the Peace Court X 0 
Municipal Court X 0 

ARKANSAS 
Municipal Court 0 0 
City Court, Police Court 0 0 

CALIFORNIA 
Justice Court X 0 
Municipal Court X 0 

COLORADO 
County Court X 
Municipal Court 0 

CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court X 0 

DELAWARE 
Family Court* 0 
Justice of the Peace 

Court 0 
Municipal Court of 

Wilmington 0 0 
Alderman's Court 0 0 

x = Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type. 
o = Bench trials ~re held in this case type. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
*Only juvenile traffic handled in this court. 
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Miscellaneous Ordinance 
tra ffie violations 

0 
0 0 

0 X 

0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

X X 
X X 

X 
0 0 

X 0 

0 

0 

0 0 
0 0 



Table 15. (continued) 

State/court 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Court 

FLORIDA 
County Court 

GEORGIA 
Superior Court 
State Court 
Probate Court 
Juvenile Court* 
Magistrate Court 
Recorder's Court 

HAWAII 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

IDAHO 
District Court 
Magistrates Division 

ILLINOIS 
Circuit Court 

INDIANA 

IOWA 

Circuit Court and 
Superior Court 

County Court 
Municipal Court of 

Marion County 
City Court and Town COIJt't 

District Court 

KANSAS 
Distric t Court 
Municipal Court 

KENTUCKY 
District Court 

Moving traffic 
violations 

x 

x 

x 
X 
o 
o 

o 

X 
o 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
o 

X 

Pa rking 
violations 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

X 

o 
X 

X 
X 

o 

o 

x 

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held 1n th~s case type. 
o = Bench trials are held 1n this case type. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
*Only juvenile traffic handled 1n this court. 
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Miscellaneous 
traffic 

x 

o 

X 
X 
o 
o 

o 

X 
o 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

x 

X 
o 

x 

Ordinance 
violations 

x 

x 

X 

o 

o 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

o 

x 



~ 
Table 15. (continued) 

Moving traffic Pa rking Misce llaneous Ordinance 
State/court violations violations traffic violations 

LOUISIANA 
City Court and Parish 

Court, and Municipal 
Court and Traffic 
Court of New Orleans 0 0 0 

Justice of the Peace 
Court 0 0 0 0 

Hayor's Court 0 0 0 0 

MAINE 
Superior Court X 0 
Di.strict Court 0 0 0 0 

MARYLAND 
District Court 0 0 0 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Trial Court of the 

Commonwealth: 
District Court Dept X 0 X 
Boston Municipal Court Dept X X X 

HICHIGAN 
District Court X 0 X 
Hunicipal Court X 0 X 
Probate Court* 0 0 

MINNESOTA 
County Court and X 0 X X 

County Municipal Court 

mSSISSIPPI -- no data available 

HISSOURI 
Circuit Court 0 0 0 X 

HONTANA 
Justice of the Peace Court 

and Hunicipal Court X X X 
City Court 0 0 0 0 

NEBRASKA 
County Court X 0 X X 
Municipal Court 0 0 0 0 

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held 1.n this case type. 
o = Bench trials are held 1.n this case type. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
*Only juvenile traffic handled in this court. 

~ 
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Table 15. (continued) 
t1bving traffic Parking 

State Icourt violations violations 

NEVADA 
Justice Court X 0 
Municipal Court 0 0 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Distric t Court 0 0 
Municipal Court 0 0 

NEW JERSEY 
Superior Court Law Division, 

Special Civil Part, 
Violations Section 0 0 

Municipal Court 0 0 

NEW MEXICO 
Magistrate Court X 0 
Municipal Court 0 0 
Bernalillo County 

Metropolitan Court 0 0 

NEW YORK 
C'riminal Court of the 

City of New York 0 
District Court and City 

Court 0 
Town Court and Vi llage 

Justice Court 0 0 

NORTH CAROLINA 
District Court 0 0 

NORTH DAKOTA 
District Court* 0 0 
County Court X 0 

OHIO 
County Court X 
Municipal Court X 0 
Mayor's Court 0 0 

OKLAHOMA 
Distric t Court X 
Municipal Criminal Court 

of Record and Municipal 
Court Not of Record X X 

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type. 
o = Bench trials are held in this case type. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
*Only juvenile traffic handled in this court. 
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Miscellaneous Ordinance 
traffic violations 

X 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

X 
0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 X 

0 X 

0 0 

0 
X 

X X 
X X 
0 0 

X X 

X X 



~ Table 15. 

State/court 

(continued) 

OREGON 
District Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

PENNSYLVANIA 
District Justice Court 
Philadelphia Municipal 

Court 
Philadelphia Traffic 

Court 
Pittsburgh City 

Magistrates Court 

PUERTO RICO 
District Court 
Municipal Judges 

RHODE ISLAND 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Family Court* 
Magistrate Court 
Municipal Court 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit Court 

TENNESSEE 
Circuit Court and 

Criminal Court 
General Sessions Court 
Municipal Court 

TEXAS 

UTAH 

Constitutional County Court 
Municipal Court 
Justice of the Peace Court 

Circuit Court 
Justice of the Peace Court 
Juvenile Court* 

Moving traffic 
violations 

o 
X 
X 

o 

o 

o 

o 
o 

o 

o 
X 
X 

X 

X 
o 
o 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
o 

Pa rking 
violations 

o 
? 
? 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

? 
X 

o 
o 

X 
X 
X 

o 
X 

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type. 
o = Bench trials are held in this case type. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
*Only juvenile traffic handled in this court. 

83 

Miscellaneous 
traffic 

o 
o 
o 

o 

o 

o 

o 
o 

o 
X 
X 

X 

? 
o 
o 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
o 

Ordinance 
violations 

X 

x 

o 

o 

o 

o 
o 

o 
o 

X 
X 

X 

o 
o 

X 

X 
X 



'fable 15. (continued) 
Moving traffic Pa rking 

State/court violations violations 

VERMONT 
District Court X 

VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court 
District Court 0 0 

WASHINGTON 
Distr.ict Court X 0 
Municipal Court X 0 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Magistrate Court X 
Municipal Court 0 0 

WISCONSIN 
Circuit Court X X 
Municipal Court 0 0 

WYOMING 
County Court X X 
Justice of the Peace Court X X 
Municipal Court X X 

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type. 
o = Bench trials are held in this case type. 
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type. 
*Only juvenile traffic handled in this court. 
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Miscellaneous Ordinance 
traffic violations 

X X 

X 
0 0 

X 
X X 

X 
0 0 

X X 
0 0 

X 
X 
X X 



Table 16. Juvenile jurisdiction in state trial courts, 1984 

~ Corrunents: The juvenile case type c1assificationR in this table lire those recolJlInellded by the National Juvenile 
Information Systems Task Force of the National COllnci1 of Juv'!nile 3nd Family Court Judges and 
adopted by the COSCA Court Statistics 3nd Infonnation Systems Conunittee. They arc defined in the 
SuppLement to the 1iodeL Statistical Dictionary. 

The Task Force also recommended that caseloads of courts counti.ng juveniLe referrals be separated 
from the case load of courts counting juvenile petltions. This table indlcates both what each court 
counts as a case and when a disposition is counted for statistical purposes. 

This information has been obtained by CS[M staff from the AOC in each state, along with the proper 
classification of each state's juvenile data into the CSIM case categories. 

State/court 

ALABAMA 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

ALASKA 
Superior Court 

ARIZONA 
Superior Court 

ARKANSAS 
Coun ty Cou rt 

CALIFORNIA 
Superior Court 

COLORADO 
District Court 

{includes Denver 
Juvenile Court} 

CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court 

DELAWARE 
Family Court 

DlSTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Court 

FLORrDA 
Circuit Court 

GEORGIA 
Superior Court and 

Juvenile Court 

HAWAII 
Circuit Court 

IDAHO 
District Court 

ILLINOIS 
Circuit Court 

Filings are counted 
At in- At filing 
take or of 
referral petition 

X 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

x 

x 

Disposition 
At adjudi­
cation of 
petition 

x 
X 

X 

x 

x 

x 

x = This ~ourt has jurisdiction in this case type. 

counted 
At dispo­
sition of 
juvenile 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

-- = This court does not report this category of juvenile case. 
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Crimi"<1I­
type 
juveni le 
petition 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

Status 
petition 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

Ch i Id 
victim 
petition 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

Hiscel­
lclneous 
juvenile 
petition 

X 

x 

X 

x 

x 

x 

Age at which 
juvenile 
jurisdiction 
transfers to 
adult courts 

19 

18 

L8 

18 

18 

18 

16 

18 

18 

18 

17 

18 

18 

17 



Table 16: (continued) 
Age at which 

Fil in~s are counted Dis2osition counted Criminal- Miscel- juvenile 
At in- At filing At adjudi- At d ispo- type Ch ild laneous jurisdiction 
take or of cation of sition of juvenile Status victim juvenile transfers to 

State/court referral 2etition 2etition juveniLe 2etition 2etition 2etition ~tion adult courts 

INDIANA 18 
Circuit Court and 

Superior Court X X X X X X 
Probate Court X X X X X 

IOWA At maturity 18 
District Court X of juvenile X X X X 

KANSAS 18 
District Court X X X X X 

KENTUCKY L8 
District Court X X X X X X 

LOUISIANA l5 ( in 
Dist rict Court X X X X X X capital 
Family Court and cases) 

Juvenile Court X X X X X 
City Court X X X X X 

MAINE L8 
Dist ric t Court X X X X X 

MARYLAND 18 
Circuit Court X X X X X X 
District Court X X X X X X 

MASSACHUSETTS L7 
Tria 1 Court of the 
Commonwealth: 

District Court Dept. X X X X X 
Juvenile Court Dept. X X X X X X 

MICH[GAN 17 
Probate Court Unknown Unknown X X X 

MINNESOTA 18 
District Court and 

County Court X X X X X X 

MISSISSIPPI (no data available) 

MISSOURI 17 
Circuit Court X X X X X X 

MONTANA 18 
District Court X X X X X 

NEBRASKA 18 
Separate Juvenile Court X X X X X X 
County Court X X X X X X 

NEVADA 18 
Distric t Court X X X X X X 

NEW HAMPSHIRE L8 
District Court X X X X X 

NEW JERSEY L8 

Superior Court, Chancery 
Division, Family Part X X X X X X 

X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type. 
-- = This court does not report th is category of juvenile case. 

86 



Table 16: (continued) 
Age at which 

Fil in~s are counted Disposition counted Criminal- Miscel- juvenile 
At in- At filing At adjudi- At d ispo- type Ch ild laneous jurisdict ion 

~tate/court take or of cation of sition of juveni Ie Status victim juveni Ie transfers to 
referral ~etition ~etition juveni Ie ~etition ~etition ~etitinn ~etit ion adult courts 

NEW MEXICO 18 
District Court X X X X X 

NEW YORK 16 
Family Court X X X X X X 

NORTH CAROLINA At maturity 16 
Dist ric t Court X of juvenile X X X 

NORTH DAKOTA 18 
District Court X X X X X X 

OHIO 18 
Court of Conunon Pleas X (warrant) X X X X X 

OKLAHOMA 18 
District Court X (case number) X X X X X 

(does not re~ort data to AOC) 
OREGON 18 

Circuit Court X At maturity X X X 
County Court X of juvenile X X X X 

PENNSYLVANIA 18 
Court of Common Pleas X X X X X 

PUERTO RICO 18 
Superior Court X X X X X 

RHODE ISLAND l8 
Fami ly Court X X X X X X 

SOUTH CAROLINA l7 
Family Court X X X X X X 

SOUTH DAKOTA 18 
ci rcuit Court X X X X X X 

TENNESSEE 18 
General Sessions Court X X X X X 
Juvenile Court X X X X X 

(does not re~ort data to AOC) 
TEXAS 17 

District Court X X X X X 
County Court at Law, 

Constitutional County 
Court, and Probate Court X X X X X 

UTAH 18 
Juvenile Court X X X X X X 

VERMONT 16 
District Court X X X X X 

VIRGINIA 18 
District Court X X X X X X 

WASHINGTON 18 
Superior Court X X (depen- X (delin- X X X 

denc;t) guenc;t) 

X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type. 
-- = This court does not report this category of juvenile case. 
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Table 16: (continued) 
Age at which 

Filin~s are counted Dis~osition counted Criminal- Miscel- juvenile 
At in- At fi 1 ing At adjud i- At dispo- type Ch i Id laneous jurisdiction 
take or of cation of si.tion of juvenile Status vic t illl juvenile transfers to 

State/court referral eetition eetition juvenile eetition £.££.ition eetition eetition adult courts 

WEST VIRGINIA 18 
Ci rcuit Court X X X X X 

WISCONSIN 18 
Ci rcu it Court X X X X X X 

WYOMING 19 
District Court X X X X X 

x = This court has jurisdiction in this case type. 
-- = This court does not report this category of juvenile case. 
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Table 17. Time standards for civil case processing in state trial courts, 1984 

COflunents: Time limits within which case processing should or must take place Ilre not of concern in gathering 
statistics, but were of interest to the members of COSCA at the time the jurisdiction guide was 
undertaken. Thus questions about time standards were asked of each AOC staff contact. 

This table does not attempt to SIIOW the time standards now in effect in any detail, but rather gives a 
general indication of the most important time standard. It does indicate the wide variation in the time 
standards being followed by the various states. 

State/court 

ALABAMA -- none 

ALASKA -- none 

ARIZONA -- none 

ARKANSAS -- none 

CALIFORNIA -- none 

COLORADO 
District Court 
Water Court -- none 
County Court -- none 

CONNI':CTICUT 

Authority/ 
Source 

Statute 

Penalty 
for non­
comp L iance 

Filing 
of cOm­
plaint 

Points in civil case processing 
At 
issue/ Under 
note of advise-
issue me.nt 

90 days 

Hear­
ing/ 
t ria I 

Dispo­
sition 

Superior Court -- individual Judicial District locations have guidelines 
Probate Court -- none 

DELAWARE none 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Court 

FLORIDA none 

GEORGIA none 

HAWAII 
Circuit Court 
District Court -- none 

IDAHO 

ILLINOIS 
Circuit Court -- none 

INDIANA -- none 

IOWA -- none 

KANSAS 
District Court 

KENTUCKY -- none 

LOUISIANA -- none 

MAINE -- none 

MARYLAND -- none 

Jud icial 
norm 

Court rule 

COSCA 
standards 

Statute 

None 3 months to 18 months, depending on case type 

None 18 months 

None 3 months to 18 months, depending on case type 

None From 60 to 120 days, depending on case type 
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Table 17: (continued) 

State/court 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Authority / 
Source 

Superior Court Dept -- none 
Housing Court Dept -- none 
District Court Dept -- none 
Soston Municipal Court Dept -- none 
Land Court Dept -- none 
Probate ~nd Family 

Court Dept. 

MICHIGAN 
Circuit Court -- none 
District Court 
Municipal Court -- none 
Probate Court -- none 

MINNESOTA -- none 

Statute 

MISSISSIPPI -- no data available 

MISSOURI -- none 

MONTANA -- none 

NEBRASKA 
District Court 

Workmen's Compensation 
County Cou>:"t 
Municipal Court 

NEVADA -- none 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Standards 

Court -- none 
Standards 
Standards 

Superior Court Court rule 
District Court -- none 
Probate Court -- none 
Municipal Court -- none 

NEW JERSEY 

Goal 

Superior Court Law 
Division and Chan­
cery Division) 

Superior Court Law 
Division, Special 
Civil Part -- none 

Surrogate's Court none 

NEW MEXICO .-- none 

NEW YORK 
Supreme Court 
County Court 
civil Court of the 

City of New York 
Family Court 
District Court and 

Court rule 
Court rule 

none 
Court rule 

City Court -- none 
Surrogates' Court -- none 
Court of Claims -- none 
Town Court and Village 

Justice Court -- none 

NORTH CAROLINA -- none 

Pena lty 
for non­
compliance 

None 

None 
None 

None 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Points in civil case ~.~r~o~c~e~s~s~i~n~g~ ________________ ___ 

Filing 
of com­
plaint 

At 
issue/ Under 
note of advise-
issue ment 

Hear­
ing/ 
trial 

Uncontested--30 days, contested--60 days 

Varies depending on case type 

9 months--dom.rel.; 1 year civil--nonjury; 
18 months--civil jury 

6 months 
6 months 

1.2 months 

3 years 

15 months 
15 months 

l80 days 

90 

Dispo­
sition 



Table 17: (continued) 

State/court 

NORTH DAKOTA 

Authority/ 
Source 

Pena 1 ty 
fOl" non­
camp 1 l.lOCe 

District Court 
County Court -- none 

Admin. rule None 

OHIO 
Court of COODnon Pleas Guidelines 
County Court Guidelines 
Municipal Court Guidelines 
Court of Claims -- none 
Mayor's Court -- none 

OKLAHOMA -- none 

OREGON -- nOlle 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of Co~non Pleas -- none 
District Justice Court Court Rule 
Philadelphia Munici-

pal Court Court Rule 
Pittsburgh City 

Magistrates Court Court Rule 

PUERTO RICO -- none 

RHODE ISLAND 
Superior Court Goal 
District Court -- none 
Family Court -- none 
Probate Court -- none 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Circuit Court 
Family Court 
Magistrate Court 
Probate Court none 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit Court 

TENNESSEE -- none 

TEXAS 

UTAH 
District Court 
C i rcu it Court 
Justice of the 

Peace Court 

VERMONT 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Probate Court none 

VIRGINIA -- none 

WASHINGTON -- none 

Court rule 
Gourt rule 
Admin. order 

Court rule 

Supreme Ct. 
order 

Court rule 
Court rule 

Court rule 

Goal 

None 
NQ'le 

None 

Yes 
Yes 
None 

Yes 

None 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

No 

Filing 
a f com­
plaint 

Points in civil case processing 
At 
issue/ Under 
note of advise-
issue ment 

2 years 

Hear­
ing/ 
tria 1 

6 to 24 months, depending on case type 
6 to 24 months, depending on case type 
6 to 24 months, depending on case type 

Dispo­
sition 

60 days (in trespass and assumpsit) 

4 to 6 weeks 

60 days 

L8 months 

1 year 
6 months 
90 days 

year 

J months to L8 months, depending on case type 

90 days 
90 day s 

90 days 

I year 
6 months (for 80 % of cases) 
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Table 17: (continued) 

State/court 

WEST VIRGINIA -- none 

WISCONSIN 
Circuit Court 

WYOMING -- none 

Authority/ 
Source 

Bench/Bar 
Committee 
recommendation 

Pena Ity 
for non­
compliance 

None 

F i I. ing 
of COIII­

pia int 

Points in civil case processing 
At 
issue/ Under 
note of atlvise-
issue ment 

6 to l8 months, depcnding on case type 

Hcar­
ing/ 
t ria I 

NOTt:: The time standards in many jurisdicti.ons are quite complex and would be difficult to displ.ay in a table 
like this. Thi. table shows the simpl.est interpretation of the stamlard, bllt does not mean that 
variations on the length of time shown here do not exist. 
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Table 18. Time standards for criminal case processing in state trial courts, 1984 

Comments: Time limits within which case processing sh'ould or must take place are nol.. of concern in gathering scatist:'cs, but were of interest to the 
members of COSCA at the time the jurisdiction gui.de was undertaken. Thus questions about time standards were asked of each AOC staff 
contact. 

This table dops not attempt to show the time standards now in effect in any detail, but r~ther gives a general indication of the most 
important time standard for comparison purposes. It does indicate the wide variation in the time standards being followed by the various 
states. 

In some jurisdictions, the events that appear iq the heading below may not occur in this order. 
First appearance and arraignment may be the same event in some Jurisdictions, but not in others. 

Points in criminal case processi.ng, __________________ _ 

State/court 

ALABAMA -- none 

ALASKA 
Superior Court 
District Court 

ARIZONA 

Authority / 
source 

Court rule 
Court rule 

Superior Court Court rule 

Justice of the Peace Ct Court rule 

Munic ipal Court 

ARKANSAS 
Circuit Court 
Municipal Court 
City Court, Police 

CALIFORNIA 
Superior Court 
Justice Court 

Munic ipa 1 Cou rt 

COLORADO 
District Court 
Couney Court 

CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court 

Court rule 

Statute 
none 
Ct. -- none 

Statute 
Statute 

Statute 

Statute 
Statute 

Statute 

Pena lty 
for non­
compliance 

Dismissal 
Dismissal 

Dismissal 

Dismissal 

Dismissal 

Dismissal 

Dismissal 
Dismissal 

Dismissal 

Dismissa 1. 
D ismissa 1 

Dismissal 

Fi 1 ing 
of com­
plaint Arrest 

First Ar 
appear- ra ign-
ance men:; ---_. 

Prelim. Filing of 
hearing/ informati.on/ 
bindover indictment 

120 days 
120 days 

90 days (whichever is less) 
120 davs <whichever is less 
90 davs (whichever is less) 
120 davs (whichever is less) 
90 davs (whichever is less) 
120 days (whichever is less) 

9 months or 2 terms court (whichever is less) 

60 days 
10 davs 

15 davs 
)0 days, if in custody; 45 days if not 

same as Justice Court 

LBO days 
180 davs 

Trial 

lB months (12 months if no bail) 

Dispo­
sicion 
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Table 18: (continued) 

State/courc 

DELAWARE 
Superior Court 
Family Court 
Justice of the Peace 
Court of Common Pleas 
Municipal Court of 

Authority I 
source 

Goal 
Goal 
Unknown 
Goal 

Wilmington Unknown 
Alderman's Court -- none 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Court 

FLORlDA 
Circuit Court 
County Cou rt 

GEORGIA 
Superior Couct 

State Court -- none 
Probate Cou~t -- none 
Magistrate Court -- none 
Mun~cipal Court -- none 
Civil Court -- none 
Recorder's Court -- none 

HAWAII 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

IDAHO 
District Court 

ILLINOIS 
Circuit Court 

INDIANA 

IOWA 

Superior Court and 
Circuit Court 

County Court -- none 
Municipal Court of 

Marion County -- none 
City Court and Town 

Couct -- none 

Dis t ric t Cou rt 

KANSAS 
District Court 

Norm 

Court rule 
Court rule 

Statute 

Statute 
Internal 

Court rule 

Statute 

Court rule 

Court rule 

Court rule 

Penalty 
for non­
compliance 

None 
None 

None 

None 

Dismissal 
Dismissal 

Dismissal 

None 

Dismissal 

Dismissal 

Dismissa 1 

None 

Filing 
of com­
plaint Arrest 

Points in 
First 
appear-
ance 

Ar-
ra ign­
ment 

criminal case procefising 
Prelim. Filing of 
hearingl information/ 
bindover indictment 

l20 days 
120 days 

120 days 

90 days--felony; 60 days--misdemeanor 

180 days 
90 days 

Trial 

Within the term; 2 terms for 
capital felonies 

1 year 
90 days 

6 months 

120 days, if in custody; 160 days if on bail 

70 days 

90 days 

120 days--felonies; 60 clays--misdemeanors 

Dispo­
sition 
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KENTUCKY 
Circuit Court -- none 
District Court 

LOUISIANA 
Distdc t Court 
City Court and Parish 

Court, and Municipal 
Court and Traffic 
Court of New Orleans 

MAINE n'Jne 

MARYLAND 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

MASSACHUSE1'TS 
Trial Court of the 

Commonwealth 

MICHIGAN 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Municipal Court 

MINNESOTA -- none 

none 

Court Rule 

Court rule 

informal 
goal 

Statute 

Court ru Ie 

Court rul.e 
Court rule 
Unk:lOwn 

MISSISSIPPi -- no aa~a available 

MISSOURI 
Circuit Court 

MONTANA 
District Court 
Justice of the Peace 

and Municipal Court 
City Court 

NEBRASKA 
District Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

NEVADA 
District Court 
Justice Court 
Municipal Court 

Court ru Ie 

Court rule 

Court rule 
Court rule 

Standards 
Standards 
Standards 

Court rule 
Unknown 
Unknown 

None 

None 

None 

Dismissal 

Dismissal 

ROR 
ROR 

None 

None 
None 
None 

10 days (if in custody); 
20 days (if free on bond) 

60 davs--felonv, ~5 days--misdemeanor 

180 davs 

1 year 

felony--6 months (if incarcerated); misdemeanor--JO days 
misdemeanor (if incarcerated)--30 days 

as soon as possible after defendant requests tr'11 

l80 days 

180 davs 
180 days 

6 months 
60 davs in non-jury cases; 6 months in Jury cases 
60 days 1.n non-jury cases; 6 months in jury cases 

90 days 
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Table 18: (continued) 

State/court 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Superior Court 

District Court 
Municipal Court -- none 

NEW JERSEY 

Authority/ 
source 

Court rule 

Statute 

Supreme 
Court 

Penalty 
for non­
compliance 

Dismissal 

Dismissal 

Superior Court (Law 
Division and 
Chancery Division) Admin. Conf. 

Superior Court Law 
Division, Special Civil 
Part, Violations Section none 

Municipal Court None 

NEW MEXICO 
District Court Statute 
Magistrate Court Statute 
Bernalillo County 

Metropolitan Court Statute 

NEW YORK 
Supreme Court Court rule 
County Court Court rule 
Criminal Court of the 

City of New York Court rule 
District Court and 

City Court -- none 
Town Court and Village 

Justice Court -- none 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Superior Court Court rule 
District Court: Court: rule 

NORTH DAKOTA 
District Court Admin. rule 
County Court -- none 
Munic ipa 1 Court Admin. rule 

OHIO 
Court of Common Pleas S' ;tute 
County Court Statute 
Muni.cipal Court Statute 
Mayor's Court 

Dismissal 
Dismissal 

Dismissal 

Dismissal 
Dismissal 

Dismissa 1 

:-lone 

None 

Fi 1 ing 
of com­
plaint Arrest 

Points in 
First Ar-
apr,ear- raign-
ance ment 

60 days 

24 hours 

60 days 

criminal case processing 
Prelim. Filing of 
hearing/ information/ 
bindover indictment 

120 days if incarcerated 

120 days 

6 months 
6 months 

6 months 

6 months 
6 months 

6 months 

120 dap 
120 dap 

120 da,ls 

120 days 

6 months 
6 months 
6 months 

Trial 
Dispo­
sition 
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OKLAHOMA 
District Court 
Municipal Criminal 

Court of Record and 
Municipal Court Not 
of Record -- none 

OREGON -- none 

PENNSYLVANrA 
Court of Common Pleas 
District Justice Court 
Phila. Municipal Court 
pittsburgh City 

Magistrates Court 

PUERTO RICO -- none 

RHODE ISLAND 
Superior Court 
District Court 

Municipal Court 

SOUTH CAROUNA 
Circuit Court 
Magistrate Court 
Municipal Court 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Circuit Court 

TENNESSEE -- none 

TEXAS 
District Court and Crimi-

nal District Court 

County Court at Law, 
Constitutional County 

Rule 

Court rule 
Guidelines 
Court ru Ie 

Guidelines 

Goal 
Goal 

Goa I 

None 

Dismis'lal 
None 

None 

None 
None 

None 
Admin. order None 
Admin. order None 

rnformal 
standard 

Statute 

None 

Dismissal 

Court, & Probate Ct. Statute 
Municipal Court 
Justice of the Peace 

Court 

UTAH 
District Court Statute None 
Circuit Court Statute None 
Justice of the 

Peace Court Statute None 

6 months 

180 days 
45 davs 

120 davs 

45 davs 

180 days 
30 davs,felony 

60 davs 

90 days 
60 davs 
60 days 

90 davs--misdemeanor; 180 davs--felonv 

120 days~-felonv, 60-90--mlsde­
meanor 

60-90 davs, depending on tvpe of misdemeanor 
60 davs 

60 days 

30 days 
30 davs 

30 davs 
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Table 18: (continued) 

State/court 

VERMONT 
District Court 

VIRGINIA 
Circuit Court 

District Court -- none 

WASHINGTON 
Superior Court 
District Coun 
Hunicipal Court 

WEST VIRGINIA -- none 

WISCONSIN 
Circuit Court 

WYOMING 
District Court 
County Court and 

Justice of the 
Peace Court 

Municipal Court 

Authority / 
source 

Goal 

Court rule 

Court rule 
Court rule 
Court rule 

Statute 

Court rule 

Court rule 
Court rule 

Pena 1 ty 
for non­
compliance 

None 

None 

Di.smissal 

Filing 
of com­
plaint 

Release from 
bond condi.tions 

None 

None 
None 

Arrest 

Points in 
First Ar-
appear- raign-
ance ment 

criminal case proce~si~ 
Prelim. Filing of 
hearing/ information/ 
bindover indictment 

45 to 180 days, depending on case type 

Within 2nd cenn 
5 months 

60 days, if in detention; 90 if not 
60 days 
60 days 

90 days--fe10ny; 60 days, mi.sdemeanor 

90 days, if in custody; 120 days if not 

90 days, if in custody; 120 days if not 
90 days, if in c~stody; 120 days if not 

Trial 
Dispo­
sition 
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Table 19. Time standards for juvenile case processing in state trial courts, 1984 

Comments: Time limits within which case processing should or must take place are not of concern in gathering statistics, but 
were of interest to the members of COSCA at the time the jurisdiction guide was undertaken. Thus questions about 
time standards were asked of each AOC staff contact. 

This table does not attempt to show the time standards now in effect in any detail, but rather gives a general 
indication of the most important time standard for comparison purposes. It does indicate the wide variation in the 
time standards being followed by the various states. 

State/court 

ALABAMA -- none 

ALASKA -- none 

ARIZONA -- none 

ARKANSAS 
County Court 

CALIFORNIA 
Superior Court 

COLORADO 
District Court 

CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court 

DELAWARE -- none 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Superior Court 

Authority/ 
source 

Statute 

Penalty 
for non­
compliance 

Dismissal 

Arrest/ 
deten­
tion 

Points in juvenile case processing 
Fact Filing 

Plea find- of pe­
hearing ~ titian 

96 hours 

10 days 

180 days (delinquency) 
90 days (neglect) 

Guidelines for individual court locations 

Judicial 
norm 

None 30 days 

Adjudi­
cation 
hearing 

Dispo­
sition 
hearing 

45 days 
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Table 19: (continued) 

State/court 

FLORIDA 
Circuit Court 

GEORGIA 
Juvenile Court 

HAWAII 
Circuit Court 

IDAHO -- none 

ILLINOIS 
Circuit Court 

INDIANA -- none 

IOWA -- none 

KANSAS -- none 

KENTUCKY -- none 

LOUISIANA 
District Court 
Family Court and 

Juvenile Court 

City Court and Parish 
Court 

MAINE -- none 

Authority/ 
source 

Statute 

Court rule 

Statuv~ 

Unknown 

Penalty 
for non­
compliance 

Yes 

Point~ in juvenile case processing 
Arrest/ 
deten­
tion 

Fact Filing 
Plea find- of pe­
hearing ~ tition 

12 hours 

72 hours 

90 days 

10 days, if in detention; 
60 days otherwise 

Adjudi­
cation 
hearing 

Dispo­
sition 
hearing 

15 to 90 days depending~n case ty~e 

10 days (in detention) 
30 days otherwise 

60 days 
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~1ARYLAND 

Circuit Court 
District Court 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Trial Court of the 

Commonwealth: 

Court rule 
Court rule 

Juvenile Court Dept Court rule 

MICHIGAN 
Probate Court -- no data 

MINNESOTA -- none 

MISSISSIPPI -- no data available 

MISSOURI -- none 

MONTANA 
District Court 

NEBRASKA -- none 

NEVADA 
District Court 

NEW HAHPSHIRE 
District Court 

NEW JERSEY 

Statute 

Statute 

Superior Court (Law Division and 
Chancery Division) 

Dismissal 

Dismissal 

Yes 

24 hours 

Delinquency: 
24 hours 

CHINS: 

Child victims: 
1-7 days 

60 days / 30 days 
60 days / 30 days 

1 year (delinqu~nc:y) 

180 days 

21 days. if in custody;_ 30 days if not 
21 days 

2S davs 
30 days 

30 d<.!ys 
30 day s 

(Complaint) 30 days 
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Table 19: (continued) 

State/court 

NEW MEXICO 
District Coun: 

NEW YORK 

Authority/ 
source 

Court rule 

Penalty 
for non­
compliance 

Arrest/ 
deten­
tion 

Points in juvenile ca_seE!"oce_s_sin~ 
Fact Filing 

Plea find- of pe­
hearing ~ tition 

30 days, if in detention; 90 days otherwise 

Adjudi­
cation 
hearing 

Dispo­
sition 
hearing 

Family Court (90 days) / 180 days 

NORTH CAROLINA -- none 

NORTH DAKOTA 
District Court 

OHIO 
Court of Common Pleas 

OKLAHOMA -- none 

OREGON -- none 

PENNSYLVANIA -- none 

PUERTO RICO -- none 

RHODE ISLAND 
Family Court 

SOUTH CAROLINA -- none 

SOUTH DAKOTA -- none 

TENNESSEE -- none 

Statute 10 days, if in custody; 
30 days if not 

Court rule 3 to 6 months, depending on case type 

Goal None (Referral) 90 days 



t-' 

o 
w 

TEXAS 

UTAH 

District Court and 
Criminal District Court 

County Court at Law. 
Constitutional County 
Court. and Probate 
Court 

none 

VEIU-IONT 
Distric t Court 

VIRGINIA -- none 

WASHINGTON 
Superior Court 

WEST VIRGINIA -- none 

WISCONSIN 
Circuit Court 

WYOMING -- none 

Statute Dismissal 

2 days 

2 days 

If in custody: 
10 days 

20 day's 

If not in custody: 
JO days 

30 days 

47 days, if in detention; 70 days if not 

30-60 days 

10 days 

30 days 

NOTE: The time standards in many jurisdictions are quite complex and would be difficult to display in a table like this. 
This table shows the simplest interpretation of the standard. but does not mean that variations on the length of time 
shown here do not exist. 
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risdiction organizatton: 

I 9 B I 
NAME OF CUIJHT 
Jur.isdictiun 

Court of record/not of record 

C I V I L CASELOAD [ N V E N TOR Y 

What is the unit of count in civil cases? 
When is a civil case filing counted! 

CSIM case classifications 

Tort case " ................. . 
Auto tort ............... . 
Professional tort ....... . 
Product liability tort •• 
Miscellaneous tort .••••• 

Contract case 

Real property rights case 

Small claim. case ••••••••• 

Domestic r~lations case ... 
MarrLage dissolution .•.. 
Support/custody case .... 
Adoption case ....•.•.... 
Paternity and bastardy 
"isceLlaneous .....•..... 

ntal health cas~ •••.•••• 

_state case .................. . 
Probate/~ills/intestate 
Guardianship/conserva­

torShip/trusteeship 
Miscellaneous estate .... 

.ppeal case .............. . 
Administrative agency .•• 

[5 this 
case type 
handled Yhat i. the terminology this 
in this court IJses for this case type 
court'? in lts annual recoct? 

Wh.lt i~ the 
dollar range 
for original 
(non-app". I) 
fitings? 
M inilDum/max imum 

/ 
------------ ---/---
--------------/--

/ 

-------------_/_--

Dot!s the 
cou rt re­
port con­
tested 

Ace C.Jse9 
jury separate. 
trial.s from un­
avail- contested 
able? caseS! 

Does the 
court re­
port jud i­
clal rP..90-

lurion 
separate 
from 
nonju- Source! 
die ia 11 ;:c;:o.:.:"",,=e:..:n:..:t~s,-____________ _ 

__________ ( I) 

__________ (2) 

0) 

__________ (4) 

__________ (5) 

__________ (6) 

__________ (7) 

AR 

____________ (8) 

TeLal court •.••••..••.•• ______________________________ Oe novo 'ro<l1 what court( s) : ___________________________ _ 

xtraordinary writ case ... 

~ostconviction remedy case 

.iscellaneous civil case .• 

:SlH classific~a~t~i~o~n~ ______________ _ 
_ury trlal .......................... . 
.on-jury trial ..................... . 
_ncontested/default .•••.•••••••.•. 
_ismissed Juring trial .••..•.•.... 

ismissed/withdrawn/settled (before 
trial .......................... . 

I r.3ns ferred ........................ . 
.rbitration ..•.................... 
_cher manner of disposition 

On the record ____ _ 
_ _________ (9) 

__________ ( IU) 

___________ ___ 1 __ - (II) 

-------------_/_--
C [ V 1 L CAS E HAN N E R o r DIS P 0 SIT ION 

Yh.t ter~inology is used Eor this dispo.ition type 
in this court's annual reDort? Sou reel cormnen t 5 
_______________________________________________ (12) 

_______________________ ,( IJ) 

---------------------------------------- (14) 
_________________________________________ (15) 

__________________ (16) 
------------------ (17) 

(18) 
----------------------------------------- ----(19) 

Po~nt at which a civil case is counted as disposed _________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

ial definition: 

rime st~ndar~ for civil case processing 

I f so, .... hat? 
If so, what? 

.ere there ~ny changes to tlte abov~ in 19HZ? 
ere there any changes to the above in 198)1 

"-:ontact. p~rson \.ilia comple~ed the above ___________________________________ Pholl~ nUlRbe r _______________________________________________ _ 

receding page blank 
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I 9 8 1 
NMI~-Ur l:Ol'RT 

Jurl.!HJiltloll 
Court o[ record/not of c~conJ 

C R 1 H 1 N A I.. CASEI..OAIJ I N VB" T U R ! 

What is the unit o( cl)Unt in critllin,31 cases? 
W1len is the filing of a criminal case coullced? (P.g.,cOlllplnillt, indicllllt!nt, infunn;!tion) 

CSLM case classifications 

[s this 
\.: asc type. 
halld Led 
in thiq What tCCllIlo'lology tiocs thts court lise for this 
~1 case typt'! .i nits ~nntla 1 report? 

Are 
jury 
tria ls 
aV.:liL- Source/ 
ab lc.? comruents 

relony case .•...•...•..•.. 
What is cile d;[inltLon of a felony in this juri.sdiction-?----------------------------------

____________________________ (1) 

MisdcnH"~llto[" case .......... . 

lJtH/DUI ••.•..••••••.••••.. 

Appeal case •.•••••.••••.•• 

Prelimiu.lCY tH~aring • .- ...... 
Probable c~u~~ •••••••••• 
~vldpnce 9up!,ressinn .•.. 
ilthp L mot ions ................. . 

r,.xtr~l!lrrl1.n.lr)' ..... rlt c.:lse ..• 

Spncpnce reViPW anly case 

~iscpl1aneDus crlminal case 

.--_ .. _ .. ------

_____________ ( 2) 

(feLollY or misuemc.:Jllur?) ------------_.------------()) 
___________________________ (5) 

from Wh.1t COtlet(s): 
Ue OOVO 

On thC" rpcord==--___ .~ 

_____________________ (6) 

(7) 

_____ . __________________ (8) 

. ___________________ < 9) 

( IU) 

C R I H 1 tI A L H t\ NNE R U F n I S P 0 S [ r 1 0 N 

~':h.lt te-rmiu!.llogy is uqpd (or this dt~po.,itit)n type 
CSIH cla,sification in this ~t;~_£!.~~-;l~:!~!~,~~r~~_~ ____ ~ ________ ~_ ~ 

Jury cri,l •.•••••••••••••••••••••• -_._------------------ _______ 01 ) 
ConVl~tlnn lvprrlirt Rnd plpJ' .... 

~-~-~~----- -.-----~ -.. -~---. -_._-_._----
Gtlilty plp3 •••• ~ •••••••••••• ,. 

,\..::qu1tt.ll ..................................... . 
1) i 'imi 5 S t-l-d ........................ -. ............ .. 

:~{)n- J11ry tria 1 ................................. .. 
t,;onvi.ction (vprdict afOd plpa). •.• 

Guilty pi~a ••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal .•....•••...•..•••.•••• 
Dismig3~d ........................ . 

Uismiss.d (bpfore triall •••••••••• 
Holle t"Ir'Jsequi .................... . 
Bound ave c ...................................... .. 
Transferred •.•••••..•.••.•••.••••• 
Div~rted •••••.•••••••••••••••••.•• 
Guilty ptea (before trtal) •••••••• 
Bai 1 fodr·it'Jr ................... . 
Other mnnner of dispositlQn ....... . 

Trial defintcion. 

.----...... -- -. ---~--------~ -------------_. __ ._--. -------------------

-----_.--------_. --------

----------------------

--------.~.-.-.--

Time standard for criminal ,;jOW procPsSltlg _____ _ 

_____________________________ (12) 

(I J) 
__ .. __ .. _. _______________ (14) 
________ _ _______ CI5) 

___________ C 16) 
_________ . _______________ (17) 

_.~ __ • ___ • ___ . _________ C 1 8) 
( 19) 

-_-. --.-.. -.-_-_-.=====-.. -._-.-. --._-.-_-_. -.. ---_===--.. --C 20) 

--_ .. _------

\,:er.e there any clnngcs cn tlw {lhuve In 1 iJ~2? 
Were there any Cll~llnes C~ ella above in lYBJ? 

I( so, '-'hat? 
If 'lo. 1."h.Jt! 

---'-"-- - ------_._-------------

Contact: person \lho completed the above ___________________ Pht'op fl1l1nber ___ _ 
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I 9 8 I 
IINlii -Oi'CUIJRT 
JlIr i sri jet i 1)11 

Court of record/oot of record 

..:.T_:..:....:RA..:....:F--=-f--=l_~C/'-'():.......:Tc....:.:II--=E_R"---'V--=l---=-O_I=-• .-:" 'I' 1 0 II S I II V r: N TOR '{ 

CSH1 caRe cl.Js<;ificatiolls 

~1ovillg tr:JfCic vi.olation .. 

Parkillg violatioll ........ . 

Miscell~neous traffic ..... 

t.Jrdinance (non-traffic) 
violation ............... 0 

[5 this 
casetype 
"""dIed 
III this what tl!nui.llology do('s this court use 
cOllrt? (or this C.:JSf! type in Lts annual ["(''p'0rt: 

Docs this 
court Are 
separate jury 
contpsLPd trials 
frull! tIJICO(}- avail­
£.£.!tpaJ cases'? ab I e:_ 

Svun:.el 

~I~~~~!~~-

(Il 

____________ (2) 

-----------() 

What termi.nology is uSl~d [or this di.'iplJsitinn type 
CSlM classlflcation ill this court I s annl1:l~rt? ____ _ 

Jury trial ....................... . 
Cunviction (verdict and plea) ... . 

Guilty plea .................. . 
Acquittal ...•...•.•....••.•....• 
()isluissed ...................... . 

Non- jury tria 1 ................... . 
Conviction (verdi.ct and plea) ... . 

Guilty plea ..••............... 
Acquittal .......•.••.••......... 
Distnissed ...................... . -----------~----

Di.mlssed (before tre.l) ..••...••• 
Nolle prosequi •••.•••..••..•....•. 
Bound over ....................... . 
'fransferred ...................... . 
Guilty plea (before trl.l) ..••...• 
Bail forfeiture ••.....••.......•.. 
Payment of fine .................. . 
Ottler Innllner of tlisposition 

Trial definition 

Point at which traffic/other violation case is counten as disposed 

Were ttlere any changes to trlc above in 1982? 
Were th~re any changes to the above in 19831 

If so, what? 
[f so, wil:Jt? 

(t.l 
----------~-----------

----------------------------------()) 

__________________ (6) 
_ ___________ (7) 

----- (8) 

(9) 
=~::::::-_ -_-_-=--=--=--~::::~~::::::::::::~::::::::~_=( I 0 ) 
______________ • ___________ (11) 

_______ ( 12) 

(I J) ---------------------

--------------.----- --------

Contact person who complet('u thi.' .,bovc __________________ I-'ItOIlP. Illiutbe r ________________________ _ 
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1 ,/ Il I 
tlMU, III 'Willi 
JlIl'l:dirt iU'1 

Cl)Urt or fC'(,:l)nJ/rtnt IIr n-.' 11 pI 

AgL~ al ... ·hich juv..:-uil .. , juri·;cJu:tit111 tr.Hl"dl~rS l.l -Itlult t-')Itrt~? 

ts juveniLe intOlkp auminl'itftrt'tl hy thic; cOtlrt! ___________ .. Ul by tht;' L'ltI't.'lJtiVt· Br<lt1l'h _____ "._~_ 

[5 this 
l'~setyp" 

h.1l1d 1,-" 
ll1 thlS WII.it: ll'rlninHl('~;", d(>L's thlt; .;+)urt u!,~ 

CSIH C.1Sl' C la$s i [leat ~~_ ~ cuu r t? .L~.)~~ t~h !Y-. .. 5 !-:!.~~ ~~ _~_~..!:y_~.~l!.n!!!~~~!_r_~_ ... ______ _ 

Criminal-t:yp~ juv(,lIi lf? 
pet it ion ................. .. 

Status pet it ion •...... ~ .• , 

Child victim p{'>tition ....... 

Dismissed prior to fa~t fil"Jil\g ••• 
Dismisspd after [Del finding be~un 
Waiver/certification/trJlls(pr for 

c r ilnion 1 p rosecu t i.on ••.•.•••.•• 
Transfer to other juri~,1iction ••• 
Petition granted ••.••.•••. ~ •••••• 

----~---- .. ---.-------
-------------~----. -~-----

Wh.lt tcrlni.h,liogy is uspd for chic;; dic;:rns1t ion rypf' 
~n._~~~_s~~~~.t~~.~1_~1.1u~) __ r}·.e~.r_t} _ ." __ ~ __ ~ __ . ____ _ 

---~----- _ .... _---,--------------
-------------

Tim~ stand.1rd for juV'pni Lt'" CJ.S('" proC'Psr;ing ---,-----
Were there .1ny challges to 
\.ICCE" thpcp .10Y chal1gPR ~() 

the ahO'll' in 
th. ahoVla in 

1981? 
1'J>lJ? 

1 f S 'J, ..... h.ll? 
! f Sd, ...,hat? 

',rlUrl. pf 
~: 1!~:1.11.llt ~~ I ._II:J~ ~r.t~~ t_.':..!J_n.~'!.. __ 

( I 

r ,. 

l· 

110 <IJ t.1 ---------. , _____ ('.l 

{fll 

, __________________________ (7' 

Co 
-,-------~---------_. 
---.. - -------_._--------(" 

Contact person who completed the nbove _____________________ PhQIH~ HUlUbp r ______________________ _ 
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