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llicit Drug Use

e In 2000, approximately 52
percent of youths aged 12 to
17 who were daily cigarette
smokers, and 66 percent of
youths who were heavy
drinkers, were also past
month users of illicit drugs

e Youths who were daily
cigarette smokers or heavy
drinkers were more likely to
use illicit drugs than either
daily smokers or heavy
drinkers from older age
groups

e Youths who were past month
users of both cigarettes and
alcohol were more than
twice as likely to have used
illicit drugs than youths who
used only cigarettes or only
alcohol

Among Youths
Who Used
Cigarettes and
Alcohol

r I \he 2000 National Household Survey
on Drug Abuse (NHSDA) enables an
examination of illicit drug use among

youths aged 12 to 17 who used cigarettes and

alcohol. The illicit drugs included in the
survey were marijuana, cocaine (including
crack), heroin, hallucinogens (including LLSD
and PCP), inhalants, or any prescription-type
psychotherapeutic used nonmedically.

Prevalence of Cigarette and Alcohol
Use Among Youths

In the 2000 NHSDA, approximately 13
percent of youths aged 12 to 17 reported past
month use of cigarettes, and more than 4
percent reported smoking daily during the
past month (Table 1). These percentages
translate to approximately 3 million past
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month smokers, including almost
1 million daily smokers among
youths. Approximately 16
percent of youths had used
alcohol within the past month,
including 10 percent reporting
binge use (had five or more
drinks on the same occasion on at
least 1 day in the past 30 days)
and 3 percent reporting heavy
alcohol use (had five or more
drinks on the same occasion on
each of 5 or more days in the past
30 days). These percentages
translate to almost 4 million past
month alcohol users, including
almost 2.5 million binge alcohol
users, and 0.6 million heavy
alcohol users among youths.

lllicit Drug Use Among
Youth Smokers and
Drinkers

Approximately 52 percent of
youths who had smoked cigarettes
daily within the past month were
also past month users of illicit
drugs (Figure 1). Past month illicit
drug use was also reported by 39
percent of youths who had
smoked but who were not daily
smokers and by 5 percent of
youths who had not smoked
within the past month. Youths
who smoked daily were more
likely than older smokers to be
past month users of illicit drugs.
More than half of 12 to 17 year
olds who were daily smokers had
used illicit drugs within the past
month compared with approx-
imately 1 in 3 daily smokers aged
18 to 25 and 1 in 10 daily
smokers aged 26 or older. The
rate of illicit drug use was similar
between daily and less than daily

smokers for persons aged 18 to 25
(31 and 28 percent, respectively)
and those aged 26 or older (10
percent for both types of
smokers).

Approximately 66 percent of
youths who drank alcohol heavily
within the past month were also
past month users of illicit drugs
(Figure 2). Past month illicit drug
use was also reported by 41
percent of binge drinkers who
were not heavy drinkers, 20
percent of alcohol users who were
not binge drinkers, and 4 percent
of youths who had not used
alcohol. As was the case with
smoking, youths who drank
alcohol heavily were more likely
than older heavy drinkers to have
used illicit drugs within the past
month. Approximately two out
of three heavy drinkers aged 12 to
17 had used illicit drugs within
the past month compared with
fewer than half of heavy drinkers
aged 18 to 25 and one out of five
heavy drinkers aged 26 or older.
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