
Memorandum of Understanding 
Between 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) 

And 
United States Department of Agriculture 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 

ARTICLE I - PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to describe roles, 
responsibilities, and authorities of the parties regarding implementation of the "Bovine 
Spongiform Encephalopathy; Minimal-Risk Regions; Importation of Live Bovines and 
Products Derived fiom Bovines Final Rule" (hereafter called the Rule). This Rule (72 
FR, Docket No. APHIS-2006-0041, pages 53314-53379) establishes conditions for the 
importation of certain live ruminants and ruminant products and byproducts £torn 
minimal risk regions identified by the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS). Animals not in compliance with the age and other provisions of the Rule are 
ineligible for import into the United States and, therefore, ineligible for slaughter. 

ARTICLE 2 - AUTHORITY 

Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) personnel will hnction on the behalf of 
APHIS, under authority granted by the Animal Health Protection Act (AHPA), 7 U.S.C. 
8301 et seq. Under this authority delegated by APHIS, FSIS is authorized to implement 
the provisions of the Rule, Title 9 Code of Federal Regulations sections 93.419 and 
93.420 and 7 U.S.C. 8306 regarding holding of live animals or articles (carcasses and 
parts) that are found to be not in compliance with the Rule. 

ARTICLE 3 - FSIS RESPONSIBILlTlES 

A. Verification activities for animals shipped directly from Canada for immediate 
slaughter: 

At establishments in which an establishment employee has not been authorized under 
Title 9 ofthe Code of Federal Regulations (9 CFR) Section 93.400 to break official 
seals: 

1. FSIS, on arrival of  animals fiom Canada shipped for immediate slaughter, will 
verify that the means of conveyance is properly sealed by either a Canadian 
government seal or U.S. government seal. If the official seals are broken, 
missing, or otherwise tampered with, FSIS personnel will hold the animals after 
unloading and promptly notify the APHIS Area Veterinarian in Charge (AVIC) 
with jurisdiction in the State where the official establishment is located. 












