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U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION

LABORATORY METHODS
CBPL METHOD 38-18
ASTM D 5228

Standard Test Method for Determination of

Butane Working Capacity of Activated Carbon
SAFETY STATEMENT
This CBPL Method cannot fully address safety issues that may arise from its use.  The analyst is responsible for assessing potential safety issues associated with a given method at its point of use.

Before using this method, the analyst will consider all general laboratory safety precautions.  In particular, the analyst will identify and implement suitable health and safety measures and will comply with all pertinent regulations.
METHOD UNCERTAINTY

The uncertainty of measurement for this method is specific to each laboratory.

0.

SCOPE AND FIELD OF 




APPLICATION
This method covers the determination of butane working capacity of activated carbon. The method should be useful for commodities provided for in heading 3802 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS).
This method may be suitable for determining whether any particular activated carbon is subject to anti-dumping/countervailing duty (AD/CVD).  The butane working capacity is typically 2.5-times higher for activated carbons manufactured from wood compared to carbons manufactured from coal.
Safety Note:  The analysis of fine powders can be difficult with this method.  Fine powders tend to compact, reducing the butane gas flow.  The pressure required to maintain the method‑specified gas flow could exceed the safe operating pressure of the apparatus.  If compaction problems are encountered, do not continue with analysis.

Note 1:  This method uses a specialized item of glassware.  The drawing in the referenced standard is not sufficient for fabrication.
Note 2:  The glassware described in the referenced standard has been purchased from Ace Glass, Inc. (Vineland, NJ).
  In the Ace technical drawing, the item is described as “Butane Activity Sample Tube Schwartz,” catalog number 8531-999, dated February 15, 1995.  Other suitable vendors may exist.
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