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U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION

LABORATORY METHODS
CBPL METHOD 33-04

USP/NF <831>

Refractive Index

SAFETY STATEMENT
This CBPL Method cannot fully address safety issues that may arise from its use.  The analyst is responsible for assessing potential safety issues associated with a given method at its point of use.

Before using this method, the analyst will consider all general laboratory safety precautions.  In particular, the analyst will identify and implement suitable health and safety measures and will comply with all pertinent regulations.
METHOD UNCERTAINTY

The uncertainty of measurement for this method is specific to each laboratory.
0.

SCOPE AND FIELD OF 




APPLICATION
0.1

This method employs the refractive index (n) of a substance, which is the ratio of light in air to the velocity of light in the substance.

0.1.1
Although the standard temperature for some measurements is 25 degrees, many of the reflective index specifications in the individual monographs call for determining the value at 20 degrees.  The temperature should be carefully adjusted and maintained, since the reflective index varies significantly with temperature.

0.2

This method is employed as a distinguishing factor between the commodities covered under Chapter 33 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States  (HTSUS).
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