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U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION

LABORATORY METHODS
CBPL METHOD 24-01

Determination of the
Dutiable Weight of Imported Cigarettes
SAFETY STATEMENT

This CBPL Method cannot fully address safety issues that may arise from its use.  The analyst is responsible for assessing potential safety issues associated with a given method at its point of use.

Before using this method, the analyst will consider all general laboratory safety precautions.  In particular, the analyst will identify and implement suitable health and safety measures and will comply with all pertinent regulations.
METHOD UNCERTAINTY

The uncertainty of measurement for this method is specific to each laboratory.
0.

SCOPE AND FIELD OF 




APPLICATION
Chapter 24 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS) covers “tobacco and manufactured substitutes,” including cigarettes.  Rates of duties on cigarettes are determined based on weight.

This method can be used to determine the dutiable weight of imported cigarettes.  Currently, there is no industry standard for determining the weight of this product.

1.

REFERENCE

1.1

Customs Information Exchange (C.I.E.) 330/59.  March 6, 1959.

2.

APPARATUS

2.1

An analytical pan balance of suitable capacity (e.g., 500 grams) and a precision of 0.01 gram.

3.

PROCEDURE

3.1

Remove the packs/boxes of cigarettes from the carton.

3.2

Rapidly unwrap each pack/box of cigarettes from the cellophane wrappings and remove the cigarettes from the packs/boxes.

3.3

Weigh and record the direct weight of the cigarettes.

3.4

Report the direct weight of the cigarettes (from 3.3) to the nearest 0.0001 kilogram per carton.

END







