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U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION

LABORATORY METHODS

CBPL METHOD 39-13

Terminology in HTSUS Section VII

SAFETY STATEMENT
This CBPL Method cannot fully address safety issues that may arise from its use.  The analyst is responsible for assessing potential safety issues associated with a given method at its point of use.

Before using this method, the analyst will consider all general laboratory safety precautions.  In particular, the analyst will identify and implement suitable health and safety measures and will comply with all pertinent regulations.

METHOD UNCERTAINTY

The uncertainty of measurement for this method is specific to each laboratory.

0.

SCOPE AND FIELD OF 




APPLICATION
This list is designed to aid in the identification of polymeric materials provided for in Chapter 39 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS).

1.

REFERENCES
1.1

Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States.  United States International Trade Commission.  USITC Publication 2937

U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington D.C.

1.2

Explanatory Notes to the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System.  World Customs Organization.  Customs Cooperation Council.  1996.

2.

TERMINOLOGY

This list of terms is provided for general guidance and should not be considered exhaustive.  Consult the current edition of the Explanatory Notes to the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System and the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States for any changes.

2.1

Elastomerics.

2.1.1
HTSUS Chapter 39: Additional U.S. Note 1.

2.1.2
For the purposes of this chapter, the term “elastomeric” refers to a plastic material that, after cross-linking, at 20 oC can be stretched at least three times its original length and that after having been stretched to twice its original length and the stress removed, returns within five minutes to less than 150 percent of its original length.  Elastomeric plastics may also contain fillers, extenders, pigments or rubber-processing chemicals, whether or not such plastic material, after the addition of such fillers, extenders, pigments or chemicals, can meet the tests specified in the first part of this note.

2.2

Plastics

2.2.1
HTSUS Chapter 39: Note 1

2.2.2.
Throughout the tariff schedule the expression “plastics” means those materials of Heading 3901 to 3914 that are, or have been, either at the moment of polymerization or at some subsequent stage, capable of being formed under external influence (usually heat and pressure, if necessary with a solvent or plasticizer)—such as molding, casting, extruding, rolling, or other process—into shapes that are retained upon the removal of the external influence.

Throughout the tariff schedule, any reference to “plastics” also includes vulcanized fiber.  The expression, however, does not apply to materials regarded as textile materials of Section XI.

2.3

Copolymer.

2.3.1
HTSUS Chapter 39: Note 4.

2.3.2
The expression “copolymers” covers all polymers in which no single monomer contributes 95 percent or more by weight to the total polymer content.

2.4

Primary form.

2.4.1
HTSUS Chapter 39: Note 6.  In Headings 3901 to 3914, the expression “primary form” applies only to the following forms:

(a)  Liquids and pastes, including dispersions (emulsions and suspensions), and solutions;

(b)  Blocks of irregular shape, lumps, powders (including molding powders), granules, flakes, and similar bulk forms.

2.5

Prepolymer.

2.5.1
Explanatory Notes:  Chapter 39.

2.5.2
Prepolymers are products that are characterized by some repetition of monomer units although they may contain unreacted monomers.  Prepolymers normally are not used as such but are intended to be transformed into higher molecular weight polymers through further polymerization.

2.6

Bottle-grade resins.

2.6.1
HTSUS Chapter 39 Statistical Note 1.

2.6.2
For the purposes of statistical reporting number 3907.60.0010 the term “bottle-grade resins” refers to uncompounded resins having an intrinsic viscosity of at least 0.68 but not more than 0.86 deciliters per gram, as determined by ASTM D 2857.

2.7

Synthetic rubber.

2.7.1
HTSUS Chapter 40 Note 4.

In Note 1 to this Chapter and in Heading 40.02, the expression “synthetic rubber” applies to:  Unsaturated synthetic substances that can be irreversibly transformed by vulcanization with sulfur into non-thermoplastic substances that, at a temperature between 18 oC and 29 oC, will not break on being extended to three times their original length and will return, after being extended to twice their original length, within a period of five minutes, to a length not greater than one and a half times their original length.  For the purposes of this test, substances necessary for cross-linking, such as vulcanizing activators or accelerators, may be added.  The presence of substances as provided for by Note 5(b) (ii) and (iii) is also permitted.  The presence of any substances not necessary for the cross-linking, however, such as extenders, plasticizers, and fillers, is not permitted.  ThioplastsTM and (c) Natural rubber modified by grafting or mixing with plastics, depolymerized natural rubber, mixtures of unsaturated synthetic substances with saturated synthetic high polymers provided that all the above-mentioned products comply with the requirements concerning vulcanization, elongation and recovery in (a) above.
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