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Collection Summary
Title: Melville Weston Fuller Papers
Span Dates: 1794-1949
Bulk Dates: (bulk 1849-1910)
ID No.: MSS21691
Creator:  Fuller, Melville Weston, 1833-1910
Extent: 5,000 items; 16 containers plus 1 oversize; 6.4 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Repository:  Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Abstract: Lawyer and jurist; chief justice of the United States Supreme Court. Chiefly
correspondence, 1849-1910, between Fuller and members of his family, friends, and professional
associates. Also includes printed matter, notes, scrapbooks, speeches and writings, and
memorabilia. The papers relate to personal and family affairs; Fuller's student life at Bowdoin
College in Brunswick, Maine; his activities in Chicago, including his law practice, Democratic
politics, and his real estate holdings; his term on the Supreme Court; and his work on behalf of the
Permanent Court of Arbitration, negotiations for shipping rights of Muscat dhows, 1905, the
Venezuelan boundary dispute, the Smithsonian Institution, and the Peabody Education Fund.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by
occupation and listed alphabetically therein.
People
Alverstone, Richard Everard Webster, Viscount, 1842-1915--Correspondence.
Bond, Hugh L. (Hugh Lennox), 1828-1893--Correspondence.
Brawley, William H., 1841-1916--Correspondence.
Brewer, David J. (David Josiah), 1837-1910--Correspondence.
Butler, Charles Henry, 1859-1940--Correspondence.
Choate, Joseph Hodges, 1832-1917--Correspondence.
Cleveland, Grover, 1837-1908--Correspondence.
Coolbaugh family--Correspondence.
Davis, J. C. Bancroft (John Chandler Bancroft), 1822-1907--Correspondence.
Day, William R. (William Rufus), 1849-1923--Correspondence.
Doane, John W.--Correspondence.
Fuller family--Correspondence.
Fuller, Henry Weld, 1810-1889--Correspondence.
Fuller, Melville Weston, 1833-1910.
Garland, A. H. (Augustus Hill), 1832-1899--Correspondence.
Gregory, Stephen Strong, 1849-1920--Correspondence.
Gresham, Walter Quintin, 1832-1895--Correspondence.
Harrison, Benjamin, 1833-1901--Correspondence.
Hay, John, 1838-1905--Correspondence.
Herschell, Farrer Herschell, Baron, 1837-1899--Correspondence.
Hoyt, Henry M. (Henry Martyn), 1830-1892--Correspondence.
Knox, Philander C. (Philander Chase), 1853-1921--Correspondence.
Lammasch, Heinrich, 1853-1920--Correspondence.
Lamont, Daniel Scott, 1851-1905--Correspondence.
Lincoln, Robert Todd, 1843-1926--Correspondence.
Martens, Fedor Fedorovich, 1845-1909--Correspondence.
McKinley, William, 1843-1901--Correspondence.
Moody, William H. (William Henry), 1853-1917--Correspondence.
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Morris, Henry C. (Henry Crittenden), b. 1868--Correspondence.
Morris, John--Correspondence.
Olney, Richard, 1835-1917--Correspondence.
Pauncefote, Julian, Baron, 1828-1902--Correspondence.
Phelps, Erskine Mason, 1839-1910--Correspondence.
Putnam, William L. (William Le Baron), 1835-1918--Correspondence.
Roosevelt, Theodore, 1858-1919--Correspondence.
Root, Elihu, 1845-1937--Correspondence.
Shepard, Henry M.--Correspondence.
Simonton, Charles H. (Charles Henry), 1829-1904--Correspondence.
Springer, William M.--Correspondence.
Straus, Oscar S. (Oscar Solomon), 1850-1926--Correspondence.
Taft, William H. (William Howard), 1857-1930--Correspondence.
Tree, Lambert, 1832-1910--Correspondence.
Wallace, Hugh Campbell, 1863-1931--Correspondence.
Weston family--Correspondence.
Wheeler, William Adolphus, 1833-1874--Correspondence.
Wickersham, George W. (George Woodward), 1858-1936--Correspondence.
Organizations
Bowdoin College--Students.
Democratic Party (Ill.)
Permanent Court of Arbitration.
United States. Supreme Court.
Subjects
Practice of law--Illinois--Chicago.
Real estate investment--Illinois--Chicago.
Shipping--Oman--Muscat.
Universities and colleges--Maine--Brunswick.
Places
Chicago (Ill.)--Politics and government.
Illinois--Politics and government.
Maine--Social life and customs.
Venezuela--Boundaries.
Occupations
Jurists.
Lawyers.

Administrative Information
Provenance
The papers of Melville Weston Fuller, lawyer and chief justice of the United States Supreme Court,
were given to the Library of Congress in 1978 by his granddaughter, Molly Beecher Genet. Other
items were acquired by gift and purchase, 1943-1983.
Processing History
The papers of Melville Weston Fuller were arranged and described in 1979. Additional material
accessioned in 1983 was incorporated into the collection in 1985. The collection was expanded and
revised in 2002.
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Additional Guides
Additional material accessioned in 1983 is described in Library of Congress Acquisitions:
Manuscript Division, 1982, pp. 8-11.
Transfers
Photographs, drawings, and prints have been transferred to the Prints and Photographs Division
where they are identified as part of the Melville Weston Fuller Papers.
Copyright Status
The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of Melville Weston Fuller is governed by the
Copyright Law of the United States (Title 17, U.S.C.).
Access and Restrictions
The papers of Melville Weston Fuller are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the
Manuscript Reading Room prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice
is needed to retrieve these items for research use.
Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container
number, Melville Weston Fuller Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington,
D.C.

Biographical Note
Date Event
1833, Feb. 11 Born, Augusta, Maine

1853 A.B., Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine

1854-1855 Student, Harvard Law School, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

1855 Admitted to the bar

1855-1856 Associate editor, Augusta Age
Practiced law, Augusta, Maine

1856 A.M., Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine

1856-1888 Practiced law, Chicago, Ill.

1858 Married Calista Ophelia Reynolds (died 1864)

1863-1865 Member, Illinois House of Representatives

1866 Married Mary Ellen Coolbaugh

1888-1910 Chief justice of the United States Supreme Court

1899 Member, Venezuela-British Guiana Boundary Commission
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1900-1910 Member, Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague

1905 Member, Muscat dhows arbitration tribunal

1910, July 4 Died, Sorrento, Maine

Scope and Content Note
The papers of Melville Weston Fuller (1833-1910) span the period 1794 to 1949, although the major
part of the collection is concentrated in the years from 1849, when Fuller enrolled at Bowdoin
College, to his death in 1910. The papers consists primarily of letters exchanged between Fuller
and family members, as well as letters received from Bowdoin classmates and other friends and
professional associates. Miscellany and Oversize series are also included in the collection.
The Family Correspondence series contains correspondence between members of the Fuller,
Weston, and Coolbaugh families. Letters from Fuller's mother, Catherine Weston Fuller Wadleigh,
and his grandmother, Paulina B. Weston, contain insights into Fuller's childhood in Maine and his
college days at Bowdoin. Other details on Fuller as a student are provided in the correspondence
of his brother, Henry Weld Fuller, and his cousin, Joseph Emerson Smith, in the Family
Correspondence, and letters of Henry Stone and William Adolphus Wheeler in the General
Correspondence series.
Fuller moved to Chicago in 1856 and established a legal practice devoted primarily to real property
and commercial law. A strong advocate of the Democratic Party, he became a leading figure in
Chicago political circles, serving in the Illinois House of Representatives from 1863 to 1865.
Although the subject matter of the Family Correspondence series is concerned primarily with
personal matters and family affairs, Fuller's letters to his grandfather, Nathan Weston, and to his
wife, Mary Ellen Coolbaugh Fuller, contain information about his political ambitions and legal
career in Chicago. Fuller's professional life is further revealed in letters exchanged with John W.
Doane, Stephen Strong Gregory, John Morris, Erskine Mason Phelps, Henry M. Shepard, Lambert
Tree, and Hugh Campbell Wallace in the General Correspondence series.
Fuller invested heavily in the expanding real estate market of mid-nineteenth century Chicago.
Correspondence with Henry C. Morris, who represented Fuller's extensive private interests in real
estate and other investments, is important in defining this aspect of Fuller's life.
Fuller’s correspondence with his wife constitutes the largest single group of letters in the collection
and provides the fullest exposure to his views on the operations of the Supreme Court. These letters
include observations about Fuller's associate justices on the Court, as well as comments on points
of law. Fuller's career is also documented in correspondence with his colleagues on the Court,
including William R. Day and William H. Moody, and with attorneys, government officials, and
foreign dignitaries such as, Richard Everard Webster, Viscount Alverstone, Joseph Hodges Choate,
A. H. Garland, John Hay, Henry M. Hoyt, Philander C. Knox, Daniel Scott Lamont, Robert Todd
Lincoln, John Morris, Julian Pauncefote, Elihu Root, William M. Springer, Oscar S. Straus, and
George W. Wickersham. The reporters of the Court during Fuller's tenure were John Chandler
Bancroft Davis and Charles Henry Butler, and their correspondence is useful for understanding
Fuller's administrative duties. The Miscellany series includes files for the clerk's and marshal's
offices of the Court, which also contain administrative records concerning the management of the
Court.
Letters from Presidents Grover Cleveland, Benjamin Harrison, William McKinley, Theodore
Roosevelt, and William H. Taft offer glimpses of social and political developments in the capital.
Letters to Fuller from judges on the lower federal courts such as Hugh L. Bond, William H. Brawley,
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Walter Quintin Gresham, William L. Putnam, and Charles H. Simonton document the federal
judiciary following the Court of Appeals Act of 1891.
Fuller was a member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague, a representative of Great
Britain on the tribunal that tried the matter of the Muscat dhows, and a member of the Venezuelan
boundary arbitration tribunal. Material pertaining to these activities is contained in the
Miscellany series. Related files in the General Correspondence series include those of David J.
Brewer, Farrer Herschell, Baron Herschell, Heinrich Lammasch, and Fedor Fedorovich Martens.
Also included in the Miscellany are records of Fuller's involvement as a regent of the Smithsonian
Institution and a trustee of the Peabody Education Fund. Letters from Richard Olney in the General
Correspondence series further supplement the Smithsonian material.

Arrangement of the Papers
This collection is arranged in four series:

• Family Correspondence, 1794-1909
• General Correspondence, 1831-1910
• Miscellany, 1799-1949
• Oversize, 1910
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Description of Series
Container Series
BOX 1-3 Family Correspondence, 1794-1909

Letters sent and received by family members.
Arranged alphabetically by correspondent and chronologically therein.

BOX 3-10 General Correspondence, 1831-1910
Letters received, copies of letters sent, telegrams, and miscellaneous

enclosures. .
Arranged alphabetically by correspondent and chronologically therein

BOX 10-16 Miscellany, 1799-1949
Correspondence, condolences, subject files, records relating to the Supreme

Court, printed matter, invitations, speeches and writings, cards, notes,
memorabilia, and scrapbooks.

Arranged alphabetically by type of material.

BOX OV 1 Oversize, 1910
Memorial scrapbook of newspaper clippings concerning Fuller’s death and

burial.
Arranged and described according to the series and containers from which

the item was removed.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1-3 Family Correspondence, 1794-1909
Letters sent and received by family members.
Arranged alphabetically by correspondent and chronologically therein.

BOX 1 Cony, Daniel (great-grandfather), 1794-1829
BOX 1 Coolbaugh, William F. (father-in-law), 1844-1877, undated
BOX 1 Coolbaugh family members, 1835-1878
BOX 1 Davidson, Louise M. Weston (aunt), 1851-1856
BOX 1 Fuller, Benjamin Apthorp Gould (uncle), 1856
BOX 1 Fuller, Calista Ophelia Reynolds (wife), 1858-1863, undated
BOX 1 Fuller, Henry Weld (brother), 1849-1892
BOX 1 Fuller, Horace W. (cousin), 1894-1900
BOX 1 Fuller, Mary Ellen Coolbaugh (wife)
BOX 1 1856-1904

(4 folders)
BOX 2 Undated
BOX 2 Fuller family members, 1856-1909, undated
BOX 2 Smith, Joseph Emerson (cousin), 1850-1893
BOX 2 Wadleigh, Catherine Weston Fuller (mother), 1824-1854, undated

(2 folders)
BOX 2 Wadleigh, Ira (stepfather), 1850-1856
BOX 2 Weston, Daniel C. (uncle), 1850-1901, undated
BOX 2 Weston, Nathan (grandfather), 1854-1869, undated
BOX 2 Weston, Nathan, Jr. (uncle), 1850-1863, undated
BOX 2 Weston, Paulina B. (grandmother), 1836-1857, undated
BOX 2 Weston, Pauline C. (cousin), 1856-1866, undated
BOX 2 Weston family members, 1852-1909, undated
BOX 3 Correspondence with Fuller's children and grandchildren, 1874-1909,

undated

BOX 3-10 General Correspondence, 1831-1910
Letters received, copies of letters sent, telegrams, and miscellaneous

enclosures. .
Arranged alphabetically by correspondent and chronologically therein

BOX 3 "A" miscellaneous, 1852-1910
BOX 3 Adee, Alvey A., 1890-1905
BOX 3 Alverstone, Richard Everard Webster, Viscount, 1897-1905
BOX 3 "B" miscellaneous, 1850-1910, undated
BOX 3 Beall, Charles B., 1900
BOX 3 Blaine, James G., 1890-1891
BOX 3 Blatchford, Samuel, 1891-1893, undated
BOX 3 Bonaparte, Charles J., 1908
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BOX 3 Bond, Hugh L., 1890-1892
BOX 3 Booth, William M., 1888-1893, undated
BOX 3 Bradley, Joseph P., 1889-1895, undated
BOX 3 Brawley, William H., 1897-1909
BOX 3 Breckinridge, William P., 1880-1891
BOX 3 Brewer, David J., 1890-1910, undated
BOX 3 Brown, Henry Billings, 1896-1904, undated
BOX 3 Butler, Charles Henry, 1902-1908, undated
BOX 3 "C" miscellaneous, 1849-1910, undated
BOX 4 Cannon, Joseph Gurney, 1896-1907
BOX 4 Carter, James C., 1898-1900
BOX 4 Cheney, Charles Edward, 1888-1901
BOX 4 Choate, Joseph Hodges, 1889-1909, undated
BOX 4 Cleveland, Grover, 1886-1909
BOX 4 Collins, Richard Henn, 1897-1906, undated
BOX 4 Conrad, Holmes, 1896-1897, undated
BOX 4 Cortelyou, George B., 1901-1908
BOX 4 "D" miscellaneous, 1851-1910
BOX 4 Davis, J. C. Bancroft, 1891-1903, undated
BOX 4 Day, William R., 1897-1909
BOX 4 Dickinson, Jacob M., 1895-1910
BOX 4 Dillon, John F., 1901
BOX 4 Doane, John W., 1892-1898
BOX 4 "E" miscellaneous, 1851-1910
BOX 4 Edmunds, George F., 1888-1897
BOX 4 Emery, Lucilius A., 1896-1909
BOX 4 "F" miscellaneous, 1831-1910, undated
BOX 4 Fairbanks, Charles W., 1905-1906
BOX 4 Farwell, Charles B., 1888-1898
BOX 4 Field, Stephen J., 1890-1897, undated
BOX 4 Freeman, James E., 1908-1909
BOX 5 Frye, William P., 1894-1901
BOX 5 "G" miscellaneous, 1852-1910, undated
BOX 5 Gage, Lyman J., 1897-1901
BOX 5 Garland, A. H., 1889-1894
BOX 5 Gray, Horace, 1891-1902, undated

(2 folders)
BOX 5 Gregory, Stephen Strong, 1892-1909
BOX 5 Gresham, Walter Quintin, 1888-1894, undated
BOX 5 Griggs, John W., 1893-1900
BOX 5 "H" miscellaneous, 1856-1910, undated
BOX 5 Hale, Eugene, 1910, undated
BOX 5 Harlan, John Marshall
BOX 5 1888-1910

(2 folders)
BOX 6 Undated

General Correspondence, 1831-1910
Container Contents
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BOX 6 Harrison, Benjamin, 1888-1889
BOX 6 Harrison, Judson, 1895-1897
BOX 6 Hay, John, 1899-1905
BOX 6 Hendricks, Thomas A., 1876-1880
BOX 6 Herschell, Farrer Herschell, Baron, 1897-1898
BOX 6 Hitchcock, Ethan Allen, 1902, undated
BOX 6 Holmes, Oliver Wendell (1841-1935), 1902-1910, undated
BOX 6 Hoyt, Henry M., 1901-1909
BOX 6 Hoyt, Henry M., 1901-1909
BOX 6 Hubbard, Gardiner G., undated
BOX 6 Hyde, William DeWitt, 1892-1900
BOX 6 "I" miscellaneous, 1901
BOX 6 "J" miscellaneous, 1858-1910, undated
BOX 6 Jackson, Howell E., 1894-1895
BOX 6 Jusserand, Jean Jules, 1907-1910
BOX 6 "K" miscellaneous, 1851-1905, undated
BOX 6 King, William H., 1888
BOX 6 Knox, Philander C., 1902-1910
BOX 6 "L" miscellaneous, 1851-1909, undated
BOX 6 Lamar, Lucius Q. C., 1888-1892, undated
BOX 6 Lammasch, Heinrich, 1905-1908, undated
BOX 6 Lamont, Daniel Scott, 1888-1904, undated
BOX 6 Leiter, Levi Zeigler, 1898-1904
BOX 6 Lincoln, Robert Todd, 1888-1903
BOX 6 Littlefield, Charles E., 1905-1906
BOX 6 Lodge, Henry Cabot (1850-1924), 1906, undated
BOX 6 Low, Seth, 1901-1907
BOX 7 "M" miscellaneous, 1851-1910
BOX 7 Manley, Joseph H., 1896-1903
BOX 7 Martens, Fedor Fedorovich, 1898-1908
BOX 7 McKenna, Joseph, 1898-1908
BOX 7 McKinley, William, 1898-1900
BOX 7 Miller, Samuel F., 1888, undated
BOX 7 Moody, William H., 1905-1910
BOX 7 Morris, Henry C., 1893-1910

(3 folders)
BOX 8 Morris, John, 1892-1899, undated
BOX 8 Morton, Levi P., 1890-1891
BOX 8 "N" miscellaneous, 1857-1910
BOX 8 Nott, Charles C., 1895-1908
BOX 8 Noyes, Crosby S., 1905
BOX 8 "O" miscellaneous, 1853-1906 1853-1906
BOX 8 Olney, Richard, 1896-1910, undated
BOX 8 "P" miscellaneous, 1896-1910, undated
BOX 8 Page, Walter Hines, 1891
BOX 8 Pauncefote, Julian, 1895-1902

General Correspondence, 1831-1910
Container Contents
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BOX 8 Peckham, Rufus W., 1895-1909
BOX 8 Phelps, Edward J., 1890-1895
BOX 8 Phelps, Erskine Mason, 1891-1904
BOX 8 Putnam, William L., 1888-1910
BOX 8 "R" miscellaneous
BOX 8 Richards, John Kelvey, 1900-1902
BOX 8 Rives, George L., 1896
BOX 8 Roosevelt, Theodore (1858-1919) and Edith Kermit, 1901-1910, undated
BOX 8 Root, Elihu, 1905
BOX 8 Russell, Charles, 1899
BOX 8 "S" miscellaneous, 1849-1910, undated 1849-1910, undated
BOX 9 Shepard, Henry M., 1888-1901, undated
BOX 9 Sherman, John, 1889-1897
BOX 9 Shiras, George (1859-1942), 1894-1909, undated
BOX 9 Simonton, Charles H., 1891-1904
BOX 9 Smith, Hoke, 1901-1906
BOX 9 Springer, William M., 1883-1892, undated
BOX 9 Stone, Henry, 1851-1894
BOX 9 Straus, Oscar S., 1906-1907
BOX 9 "T" miscellaneous, 1888-1910, undated
BOX 9 Taft, William H. (1857-1930) and Helen Herron, 1891-1910, undated
BOX 9 Thayer, James B., 1896-1897
BOX 9 Townsend, Richard W., 1888
BOX 9 Tree, Lambert, 1888-1910, undated
BOX 9 "U" miscellaneous, undated
BOX 9 "V" miscellaneous, 1850-1896
BOX 9 "W" miscellaneous, 1852-1910, undated
BOX 9 Wallace, Hugh Campbell, 1892-1904
BOX 9 Wanamaker, John, 1890-1901
BOX 9 Wheeler, Joseph, 1896
BOX 9 Wheeler, William Adolphus, 1850-1873, undated
BOX 10 White, Edward Douglass, 1897-1910, undated
BOX 10 Wickersham, George W., 1909-1910, undated
BOX 10 Winthrop, Robert C., 1894
BOX 10 "Y" miscellaneous, 1893
BOX 10 Unidentified, 1879-1908, undated

BOX 10-16 Miscellany, 1799-1949
Correspondence, condolences, subject files, records relating to the Supreme

Court, printed matter, invitations, speeches and writings, cards, notes,
memorabilia, and scrapbooks.

Arranged alphabetically by type of material.

BOX 10 Accounts and receipts, 1834-1898, undated
BOX 10 Autographs, 1895-1897, undated
BOX 10 Awards, certificates, and legal documents, 1847, 1866, 1872, 1891,

1900-1910

General Correspondence, 1831-1910
Container Contents
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BOX 10 Cards, 1875, 1893-1900, 1910, undated
BOX 10 College essays, 1850-1853, undated
BOX 11 Condolences upon death of wife, Mary Ellen Coolbaugh Fuller, 1904

(4 folders)
BOX 11 Cony, Daniel, last will and testament, 1828
BOX 11 Correspondents other than Fuller, 1835-1937, undated
BOX 11 Diary, 1866, June 21-Sept. 15

(2 vols.)
BOX 12 Invitations, 1876-1934, undated

(6 folders)
BOX 13 "Law arguments, 1835," notebook
BOX 13 Memorabilia, 1874-1880, 1890, 1898-1899, 1909, undated
BOX 13 Memorials, 1910
BOX 13 Muscat dhows arbitration, 1904-1905, undated
BOX 13 Notes and fragments, 1892, 1906-1909, undated
BOX 13 Peabody Education Fund, 1891-1909
BOX 13 Permanent Court of Arbitration, the Hague, Netherlands, 1900-1910
BOX 13 Poetry, 1836-1843, 1852-1855, 1888-1893, undated
BOX 13 Printed matter
BOX 13 Broadsides, 1816, 1848, 1856, 1862, undated
BOX 13 Brochures, pamphlets, and other items, 1852-1856, 1877-1878,

1888-1908, 1939, undated
BOX 14 Newspaper clippings, 1808-1949, undated

(5 folders)
BOX 15 Scrapbooks
BOX 15 1864-1875, undated, newspaper clippings, poetry, and broadsides
BOX 15 1888, newspaper clippings and invitations to a dinner to commemorate

Fuller's appointment as chief justice
BOX 15 1910, newspaper clippings concerning Fuller’s death  See Oversize
BOX 15 Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., 1879-1910, undated
BOX 15 Society of Mayflower Descendants, undated
BOX 15 Speeches and writings
BOX 15 By Fuller, 1853-1889, undated
BOX 16 By others, 1799-1939, undated
BOX 16 United States Supreme Court
BOX 16 Clerk of the Court, 1890-1902, undated
BOX 16 Legal papers and notes, 1888-1901, 1908, undated
BOX 16 Marshall of the Court, 1888-1910, undated
BOX 16 Venezuela-British Guiana boundary arbitration, 1897-1900, undated

BOX OV 1 Oversize, 1910
Memorial scrapbook of newspaper clippings concerning Fuller’s death and

burial.
Arranged and described according to the series and containers from which

the item was removed.

BOX OV 1 Miscellany
BOX OV 1 Scrapbooks

Miscellany, 1799-1949
Container Contents
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BOX OV 1 1910, newspaper clippings concerning Fuller’s death (Container 15)

Oversize, 1910
Container Contents
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