


SENATE CHAMBER






his engraving commemorates Henry Clay’s farewell speech to the

Senate on March 31, 1842, and is often considered the finest depiction

of the United States Senate. Senator Clay of Kentucky appears in the left
background, standing. The scene includes more than 100 likenesses that are

based on individual daguerreotypes produced between 1843 and 1844 by the photo-
graphic studio of Edward Anthony. While the composite provides accurate portraits
of scores of senators and distinguished Americans, the individuals depicted never

appeared in the chamber at the same time.

Senate Chamber

Despite such artistic license, the engraving
was well received. One contemporary writer
remarked, “there are persons introduced who
were not there, and this is not only done with
perfect propriety, but it gives the picture more
the air of a historical composition, and renders
it far more valuable than it would have been

had the artists confined themselves to a merely

slavish and mechanical accuracy.”! The print

was widely circulated and fed the public’s grow- United States Senate Chamber.

Thomas Doney after James Whitehorn
Powell & Co., 1846

Mezzotint, black and white

28 x 36 inches (71.1 x 91.4 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00027.001

ing appetite for inexpensive and faithful images

of the country’s most prominent citizens. &

'“The United States Senate Chamber,” The American Review: A Whig Journal

See appendix p. 478 for key
of Politics, Literature, Art and Science 4, no. 4 (October 1846): 431-432.
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Senate Chamber

SENATE CHAMEBER

* A MISSAGE FIIOM THE PEESIDENT.

“A Message from the President.”

Senate Chamber

Deroy after Augustus Theodore Frederick Adam Kollner
Goupil, Vibert & Co., 1848

Lithograph, colored

7% x 11 inches (18.7 x 27.9 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00964.001

EYSNITE TAKY S¥ NAE LEINER PATER SANATE. AT WATRISSTEE B8

Interior View of the United States Senate, at Washington, D.C.

Unidentified after Augustus Theodore Frederick Adam Kollner
Gleason’s Pictorial Drawing-Room Companion, ca. 1852

Wood engraving, hand-colored

7 %6 x 9% inches (18.3 x 23.8 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00051.004
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Unidentified

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 01/12/1856
Wood engraving, black and white

4 x 3 inches (10.2 x 7.6 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00334.001b

View of the Senate of the United States in Session.

J. Rodgers

E. Anthony, ca. 1850

Engraving, hand-colored

5% x 6% inches (13.0 x 159 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00911.001

United States Senate




Senate Chamber

s g ILLUSTRATRD NEWR QR ¢/ U5

- a
h EABIES B¥ PER SeNayn cxgusfE-—BRAR W VHE Pmiisivis slioas

Ladies in the Senate Chamber—Reading of the
President’s Message.

Unidentified

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 01/12/1856
Wood engraving, black and white

4% x 6 Y4 inches (10.8 x 15.9 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00334.001a
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Opening the 2nd Session of [t]he Thirty Second Congress

Frank Leslie

The [New York] Illustrated News, 01/01/1853
Wood engraving, hand-colored

144 x 9% inches (36.8 x 24.1 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00311.003

The Assault in the U.S. Senate Chamber on Senator Sumner.

Unidentified

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 06/07/1856
Wood engraving, black and white

8% x 9 % inches (21.9 x 23.2 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00292.003
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he United States Senate, A.D. 1850, depicts the Golden Era of the Senate

in the Old Senate Chamber, site of many of the institution’s most historic

debates and deliberations. It was in this Chamber that Henry Clay of

Kentucky, the “Great Compromiser,” engaged in his last significant act as a

senator by introducing the Compromise of 1850. In a desperate attempt to prevent

war from erupting, the “Great Triumvirate” of Daniel Webster of Massachusetts, John

C. Calhoun of South Carolina, and Clay struggled to balance the interests of the

North, South, and West. This image shows all
three men: Clay is at center stage presenting
the compromise to the Senate, Calhoun stands
third from the right, and Webster, head-in-
hand, sits at the left. Peter F. Rothermel, who
painted the work that served as the basis
for Robert Whitechurch’s engraving, used
daguerreotypes to produce highly accurate
portraits of the senators. By working from
photographs, Rothermel produced an image
with an immediacy almost as real as the event.
Whitechurch attained the same quality in the
engraving, which captures the spirit of the 19th-

century Senate as no other print does. &

Catalogue of Graphic Art

Senate Chamber

The United States Senate, A.D. 1850.

Robert Whitechurch after Peter Frederick Rothermel
William Smith, 1855

Engraving, hand-colored

28 V4 x 33 Y2 inches (71.8 x 85.1 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00029.001

See appendix p. 479 for key
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Senate Chamber
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GENERAL CARS IN TIE BENATE, WASHINGTON.

General Cass in the Senate, Washington.

Unidentified

The Illustrated London News, 09/27/1856
Wood engraving, black and white

4346 x 4% inches (10.6 x 10.6 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00559.001
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The United States Senate in Session in Their New Chamber.

Unidentified after John McNevin
Harper’'s Weekly, 12/31/1859
Wood engraving, black and white
14 x 20 inches (35.6 x 51.4 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00001.001
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A CLLN DERATE 15 THE UK CATES BENATE (4% A FUHST EEXATIONAL MARITIME LAW.

A Calm Debate in the United States Senate on a Point
of International Maritime Law.

Unidentified after . M.L

Harper’'s Weekly, 06/12/1858
Wood engraving, black and white
15% x 7 inches (39.4 x 17.8 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00526.001

United States Senate




Senate Chamber
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Daniel Webster Addressing the United States Senate / In the Great
Debate on the Constitution and the Union 1850.

James M. Edney

Jones & Clark, 1860

Lithograph, hand-colored

25V x 29 7% inches (64.1 x 75.9 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00016.003

See appendix p. 480 for key
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The Last Hours of Congress, March, 1859.

Unidentified

Harper’'s Weekly, 03/12/1859
Wood engraving, black and white
15% x 7 Y4 inches (39.7 x 18.4 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00291.001
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Senate Chamber
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Presidents Buchanan and Lincoln Entering the Senate Chamber
before the Inauguration.

Unidentified

Harper’'s Weekly, 03/16/1861
Wood engraving, black and white
7% x 9 inches (20.0 x 22.9 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00180.001

Senate Chamber, (in U.S. Capitol.)

Bell and Brothers

Bell and Brothers, 1867
Photograph, black and white
2% x 6 %6 inches (7.3 x 15.7 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00129.001

22 United States Senate




Senate Chamber

The Gentlemen’s Gallery in the Senate ‘
Chamber, Washington, D.C.

#12 FRANK LESLIE'S TLLUSTRATED NEWSPAPER.
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Albert Berghaus after Edward Jump

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 02/01/1868
Wood engraving, hand-colored

66 x 9 Vis inches (17.6 x 23.0 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00090.001b
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The Ladies’ Gallery in the Senate Chamber, Washington, D.C.

Albert Berghaus after Edward Jump

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 02/01/1868
Wood engraving, hand-colored

5 x 9% inches (12.7 x 23.8 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00090.001a
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Senate Chamber

Senator Morton, of Indiana, Receiving the Congratulations of Senators,
after His Speech in the Senate Chamber, Washington, on the 24th of
January Last.

Unidentified

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 02/15/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

9% x 14 Yis inches (23.8 x 35.7 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00338.001
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Formal Notice of the Impeachment of Andrew Johnson, by the House
Committee, Thaddeus Stevens and John A. Bingham, at the Bar of the
Senate, Washington, D.C. on the 25th Feb.

Unidentified

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 03/14/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

9% x 14 ' inches (24.8 x 35.9 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00156.002
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Impeachment—Thaddeus Stevens and John A. Bingham
before the Senate.

Unidentified after Theodore R. Davis
Harper’'s Weekly, 03/14/1868

Wood engraving, black and white
114 x 9 % inches (28.9 x 23.2 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00310.001

United States Senate
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The House Committee of Impeachment Managers in the Senate
Chamber, Washington, D.C., on the 4th Inst.—John A. Bingham,
Chairman, Reading the Articles of Inpeachment.

Unidentified after James E. Taylor

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 03/21/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

7% x 9% inches (19.1 x 23.8 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00339.001
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Senate Chamber
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Scene in the Senate Chamber, Washington, D.C., during the Withdrawal
of the Senators for Secret Consultation, on the Opening Day of the
Court of Impeachment.

Unidentified after James E. Taylor

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 04/04/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

9% x 14 inches (24.1 x 35.6 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00390.001
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Chief Justice Chase, as President of the Court of Impeachment,
Administering the Oath to Senator Wade, in the Senate Chamber,
Washington, D.C., on the 6th March.

Unidentified after James E. Taylor

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 03/28/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

7% x 9 % inches (18.7 x 24.0 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00337.001a
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Opening of the High Court of Inpeachment, in the Senate Chamber,
Washington, D.C., on Friday, the 13th March, 1868, for the Trial of
Andrew Johnson, President of the United States.

Unidentified after James E. Taylor

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 03/28/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

9% x 14 ' inches (24.8 x 35.9 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00290.002
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Senate Chamber

he dramatic impeachment trial of President Andrew Johnson captivated

the nation for two months in 1868. With the chief justice of the United

States presiding in the Senate Chamber, the debate focused on the legality of

Johnson’s actions in removing Secretary of War Edwin Stanton in defiance of

the Tenure of Office Act. Although the Senate was largely opposed to the president—

voting 35 to 19 on three of the articles of impeachment—it failed by one vote the two-

thirds majority necessary for conviction. Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper declared

that this engraving of the Senate as the High
Court of Impeachment “will be a most desirable
acquisition to every household in the land, not
only as a work of art, but as a memento of one of
the most remarkable and important episodes in
the history of the Republic. It should be framed
and kept as an heirloom in every family that
regards with interest the national destiny; for
the time will come when, to future generations,
this picture will tell, more eloquently than
written words, its story of a crisis, the results of
which none can now foresee in the experiment
of republicanism, that is now passing, perhaps,

its most trying ordeal.” ! &

'“Our Picture of the High Court of Impeachment,” Frank Leslie’s Illustrated
Newspaper, 11 April 1868, 1.

Catalogue of Graphic Art

The High Court of Impeachment, in Session in the U.S. Senate Chamber, at
Washington, D.C., for the Trial of Andrew Johnson, President of the United
States—Benjamin R. Curtis, Esq., of Counsel for the President, Reading
the Answer to the Articles of Inpeachment, on Monday, March 23d, 1868.

Unidentified after James E. Taylor

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 04/11/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

21 x 30 % inches (53.3 x 76.8 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00191.001
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Senate Chamber
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Judge Nelson Administering the Oath to Chief Justice Chase,
as Presiding Officer of the Court of Impeachment, in the
Senate Chamber, Washington, D.C., on the 5th March.

Unidentified after James E. Taylor

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 03/28/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

11 Y4 x 9 Y6 inches (28.6 x 24.0 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00379.001

28
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Swearing in a Witness at the Impeachment Trial—Colonel Forney,
Secretary of the Senate, Administering the Oath to Gen. W.H. Emory,
as a Witness of the Managers, Thursday, 2nd Inst.

Unidentified

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 04/18/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

7% x 14 % inches (18.4 x 36.2 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00383.001

The Impeachment Trial, Washington, D.C.—The Order to Clear the
Galleries, May 6th, 1868—Senator Trumbull Moving for the Arrest
of the Disorderly Spectators.

Unidentified after James E. Taylor

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 05/23/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

8% x 9% inches (21.1 x 23.8 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00529.001

United States Senate




Senate Chamber

UAR MATE A5 A BT P BETRAINETE PR TIE THRAL O SNTRE RO Anamna ur Tiemons B Dy P |

FERATE L R, @, en [ B S e, O RaSaR T s SRR e 8 bR

=
L N

Taking the Vote on the Impeachment of President Johnson, Senate
Chamber, Washington, D.C., May 16th, 1868.—Senator Ross, of Kansas,
Voting “Not Guilty.”

Unidentified after James E. Taylor

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 06/06/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

76 x 9 %6 inches (18.6 x 24.0 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00378.001a
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The Senate as a Court of Impeachment for the
Trial of Andrew Johnson.

Unidentified after Theodore R. Davis
Harper’'s Weekly, 04/11/1868

Wood engraving, hand-colored

13% x 204 inches (34.9 x 52.1 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00024.005

29
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Senate Chamber

he Andrew Johnson impeachment trial began on March 30, 1868, and

lasted almost two months. The illustrated papers sent scores of “special

artists” to Washington, D.C., to keep the public informed of these his-

toric proceedings. Aside from being
one of the most dramatic events in Senate
history, the trial was the focus of the city’s
social season. Only holders of numbered and
dated tickets could enter the Senate galleries.
Harper’s Weekly reported that “the most lovely
as well as the most distinguished ladies of
Washington have been in daily attendance.”!
Police officers were stationed at the doors to
hold back the crowd, which was “continually
asking questions, making appeals, and mutter-
ing threats.” On May 6, when Representative
John Bingham finished summarizing the
prosecution’s case, spectators caused such an
uproar that the sergeant at arms was forced
to clear the galleries. As reported in Frank
Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, “the clapping
of hands, the waving of handkerchiefs, the
tumult of excited approbation, presented a
scene not often associated with the history of

parliamentary proceedings.”? &

'“The Impeachment Trial,” Harper’s Weekly, 18 April 1868, 244.
2“The Impeachment Trial, Washington, D.C.—Remarkable Scene in the
U.S. Senate, May 6th,” Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 23 May 1868, 151.
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ATINLA RERAAYL

The Ladies’ Gallery of the Senate during the Impeachment Trial.

William S. L. Jewett

Harper’s Weekly, 04/18/1868

Wood engraving, black and white

9 Vis x 13 Wi inches (23.0 x 34.8 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00086.002

The Impeachment Trial, Washington, D.C.—Remarkable Scene
in the United States Senate, May 6th —The Audience in the
Galleries Applauding at the Close of Manager Bingham’s Speech.

Unidentified after James E. Taylor

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 05/23/1868
Wood engraving, black and white

9°% x 14 4 inches (24.4 x 36.2 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00365.001
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Senate Chamber

13 EVERT sATVRIALY, Frmsair 11, 150 im

The Senate of the United States.

Jmlltl'l'l-] ' ;:r_mx:: LESLIES ILLUSTRATED SoisPaiiR s Unidentified
T 11.11 r _— _ . Every Saturday, 02/11/1871
H |1|: ,‘.!k i i el | R o1 11 Wood engraving, black and white

12 % x 18 V2 inches (31.8 x 47.0 cm)

i
i Cat. no. 38.00003.002

Washington, D.C.—Vice-President Colfax, While Presiding in the
Senate, Seized with an Alarming Attack of lliness, May 22d.

Unidentified -

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 06/10/1871 Interior View of the U.S. Senate Chamber.
Wood engraving, black and white Unidentified after John Karst

7%6x 9% inches (18.3 x 23.2 cm) Unidentified, ca. 1872

Cat. no. 38.00381.001 Wood engraving, black and white

4 x 6 Wis inches (10.2 x 17.0 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00690.001

32 United States Senate
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Vice-President Wade Administering the Oath to Schuyler Colfax.

Unidentified after Alfred R. Waud
Harper’'s Weekly, 03/20/1869

Wood engraving, black and white
11 % x 9 %6 inches (28.3 x 23.0 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00394.002
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Washington, D.C.—The Inauguration—Scene in the Senate Chamber
at the Capitol—Swearing in the Vice-President.

Unidentified after James E. Taylor

Supplement to Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 03/22/1873
Wood engraving, black and white

7% x 9V inches (18.1 x 23.5 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00850.001c
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IN THE CAPIT THE SENATE CHAMBER.

In the Capitol—The Senate Chamber.

Unidentified after Henri H. Lovie
Hearth and Home, 09/13/1873
Wood engraving, black and white
4% x 3%s6 inches (11.4 x 8.4 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00975.001a
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Senate Chamber

OF SONI

THE USITHD STATES SEXATE CHAMNER WITH PORTRAITS

OF THE HEMBERS

The United States Senate Chamber, with Portraits of
Some of the Members

Unidentified

The Graphic, 12/13/1873

Wood engraving, black and white
13 % x 19% inches (33.7 x 50.2 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00242.002

The Vacant Chair.

Unidentified after Theodore R. Davis
Harper’'s Weekly, 04/04/1874

Wood engraving, black and white
3% x 4 %s inches (9.2 x 11.6 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00225.001a
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The United States Senate in Session.

Unidentified

Harper’'s Weekly, 01/03/1874

Wood engraving, hand-colored

7 %6 x 14 Yis inches (18.9 x 35.7 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00004.002

United States Senate




Washington, D.C.—Funeral Service over the Remains of the Late
Vice-President Henry Wilson, in the United States Senate Chamber,
Friday, November 26th.

Unidentified after Harry Ogden

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 12/11/1875
Wood engraving, black and white

7 %6 x 9 V4 inches (17.9 x 23.5 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00288.002b
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Our New President—Vice-President Wheeler Taking the Oath in the
Senate-Chamber.

Unidentified after Theodore R. Davis
Harper’s Weekly, 03/24/1877

Wood engraving, hand-colored

6% x 9 inches (17.1 x 22.9 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00036.002a
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The Inauguration—Vice-President Wheeler Taking the Oath of Office
in the Senate Chamber.

Unidentified after Harper after photographs by Mathew B. Brady
The Daily Graphic, 03/12/1877

Wood engraving, hand-colored

15 x 12 inches (38.1 x 30.5 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00969.001
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WASHINGTON, B, O, p EXTHA EESRION OF THE SESATE—FREAIUEST FAO TEM. FERRY BOWING DOWN
HE, KELLOGG OF LOUISIAXA, MANCT §TH. ATTER ORIGCTROXE AR WEEX NAISED TO WIS TAEING
THE OATIH OF OFFICE, — Fuox EEETCMRY BY ol SFDOIAL AWTISTS, ALNCHT BEMGEHADS XD
JARRY (GPEX.

Washington, D.C.—The Extra Session of the Senate—
President Pro Tem. Ferry Bowing Down Mr. Kellogg of
Louisiana, March 6th. After Objections Had Been Raised
to His Taking the Oath of Office.

Unidentified after Albert Berghaus and Harry Ogden
Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 03/24/1877

Wood engraving, black and white

6 x 4% inches (15.2 x 11.7 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00397.001

WASHINGTON, D, C—THE NEW ADMINISTRATION—HON., WILLTAM A, WHEELER, YICE-PRESIDEXT oF
THE UXITED BTATES, FREZIDING OVER THE SENATE.

Washington, D.C.—The New Administration—Hon. William A. Wheeler,
Vice-President of the United States, Presiding over the Senate.

Unidentified

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 03/31/1877
Wood engraving, black and white

9% x 6 %6 inches (24.8 x 17.3 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00558.002

36 United States Senate




Senate Chamber
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Washington, D.C.—The New Administration—President Pro Tem. Ferry
Administering the Oath of Office to Vice-President Wheeler in the
Senate Chamber, March 5th.

Unidentified after Albert Berghaus and Harry Ogden
Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 03/24/1877

Wood engraving, hand-colored

9°% x 13 % inches (24.4 x 35.2 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00014.001

[U.S. Senate Chamber]

Unidentified after Thomas Doney
Unidentified, ca. 1880
Lithograph, black and white

616 x 5% inches (17.0 x 14.9 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00540.001

Senate Chamber, U.S. Capitol

Unidentified

John F. Jarvis, ca. 1880
Photograph, black and white

5 x 8% inches (12.7 x 20.6 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00130.001
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Senate Chamber

Washington, D.C.—The Scene in the Senate Chamber on the
Announcement of the Resignation of Senators Conkling and Platt,

of New York, May 16th.

Unidentified after Walter Goater

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 06/04/1881
Wood engraving, black and white

9% x 14 % inches (25.1 x 35.9 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00218.002

Washington. D.C.—Resignation der new-yorker Bundes-Senatoren R.

Conkling und T.C. Platt am 16. Mei 1881.—Vizeprasident Arthur legt
die Briefe derselben dem Senate vor.—Aufregung in Washington.

Unidentified [after Walter Goater]

Frank Leslie’s Illustrirte Zeitung, 06/04/1881
Wood engraving, hand-colored

9 Y x 14 inches (23.5 x 35.6 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00970.001

PEANE LERLEER (LLESPEATEN NEWSPAPEL

—

An Artist’s Rambles in Washington.—No. 5:
The Introduction of Bills in the U.S. Senate.

Unidentified

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 02/09/1884
Wood engraving, black and white

7 x 9% inches (17.8 x 23.5 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00874.001
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Expulsion of Senator Bright from the United States Senate for
Disloyalty. His Final Defence [sic].

Unidentified after M. Lumley
Pictorial Battles of the Civil War, 1885
Wood engraving, black and white
9% x 13 %6 inches (24.1 x 354 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00252.001

United States Senate




Senate Chamber

The United States Senate.

Unidentified after Thure de Thulstrup
Harper’'s Weekly, 01/16/1886

Wood engraving, black and white

14 % x 19 % inches (36.2 x 49.5 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00025.002
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[U.S. Senate Chamber]

Unidentified

Unidentified, ca. 1865-1885
Photograph, black and white
3 x 6 inches (7.6 x 15.2 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00707.001
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saac Bassett worked in the Senate as a page, messenger, and assistant
doorkeeper from 1831 to 1895. His most abiding legacy is a manuscript he

wrote, recording some of the more dramatic incidents and personalities in the
Senate’s history, and providing an unparalleled chronicle of the institution in the

19th century. According to his account, his most celebrated and unusual duty began on
March 4, 1845, the last day of the 28th Congress. President pro tempore Willie Mangum,
fearing that an appropriations bill would not pass before the Senate was scheduled to
adjourn, instructed Bassett to turn the hands of the Senate Chamber clock back 10

minutes. The senator stated, “I know of no one

Senate Chamber

who could do it better than you.”! While Bassett
continued to carry out this task for over half a
century, in his memoir he expressed dismay,

particularly when senators—some jovial, others

not—called into question the constitutionality

of the action. Bassett recounted, “I have been

AR g B S s

called often by all of the presiding officers

of the Senate since to move the clock back. o e A e

back the hand

There have been many instances when it was Capt. Isaac Bassett

Harry O. Hall

Unidentified, ca. 1890
Photograph, black and white

4 Yis x 5% inches (10.3 x 15.1 cm)

[ have moved the hands back.” 2 Cat. no. 38.00502.001

absolutely necessary to have it done. Many an

extra ordinary [sic] session has been saved when

"Papers of Isaac Bassett, Office of the Curator, U.S. Senate, 11 C 36-37.
21bid., 11 C 38.
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Senate Chamber

THE BMARULL ROOW

TLAN OF THE SENATE CIANTER

Plan of the Senate Chamber.

Unidentified

Picturesque Washington, 1888
Wood engraving, black and white
4°%4x 5% inches (11.7 x 14.3 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00556.001

The Senate Chamber.

Unidentified after S.S. Kilburn
Picturesque Washington, ca. 1889
Wood engraving, hand-colored
5x 7% inches (12.7 x 18.7 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00645.001
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Vo XXX —Xo. 4 AKRIEL, 1890, 5300

THE SENATE AND ITS LEADERS,
Tueiz colebruted sasertion of on Euglish statees | ssentially in the fsct thut il wme not sk off
man, * Thie Ameriean Constitution 18 the grand- | o o single Blow, 108 hod boen merely o eoin-
it ovor steiok off ot o sdngls blow,™ s dneorrect, | e feoin o leglslutive. mint, it eonhl 1ok hars

TN PEEMIBENT OF THE SENATD (VICX-FERNEENT LEVT B Mortox] IN TiE G
Fal XXIX.. N, {25

The President of the Senate
(Vice-President Levi P. Morton) in the Chair.

Unidentified

Frank Leslie’s Popular Monthly, 04/1890
Halftone, black and white

6 Y x 6 inches (15.9 x 15.2 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00507.001

United States Senate




[U.S. Senate Chamber with Isaac Bassett and Pages]

Unidentified

Unidentified, ca. 1890
Photograph, black and white

7%6 x 9 % inches (19.2 x 24.4 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00503.001

Senate Chamber

Unidentified

Unidentified, ca. 1895
Halftone, black and white
3% x 5 inches (9.5 x 12.7 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00872.001
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his 1894 engraving shows the Senate Chamber during a typical session

in the late 19th century. Senators occupy their desks, some listening to

the proceedings, while others talk with one another or attend to business.

During this time, only powerful committee chairmen had personal offices,

and thus members spent much of their day at their desks doing work. Senate pages

can be seen sitting at the rostrum awaiting a
call from a member. The position of Senate
page was first created in 1829. By the turn of
the century, the Senate employed at least 17
young boys as pages. Dressed in knickers and
jackets, they spent their days running errands
for the senators, announcing impending votes,
placing papers and pens on the senators’
desks, and delivering messages throughout
the city. Visitors watch the proceedings from
the galleries, and three press reporters can be
seen above the presiding officer’s desk taking
notes. The elaborate 19th-century Victorian
interior shown in this image was significantly
changed as part of a 1950s renovation. The
original stained glass ceiling was found to be
dangerously weak and had to be replaced;
at the same time, the interior was altered to

reflect a Federal-period look. &

Catalogue of Graphic Art

Senate Chamber

The United States Senate in Session.

Unidentified after George W. Breck after photograph
by William Kurtz

Harper’s Weekly, 09/22/1894

Halftone, colored

194 x 13 % inches (49.5 x 34.9 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00032.005

See appendix p. 481 for key
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Senate Chamber

IMPORTANT ARTICLE FROM MADRID IN THIS NUMBER.

BARFEES - WEEKGY

NEW VORK, SATUIDAY, FEEHUANY =y fsr ol B 8

THE SENATOR FROM KAXNSAS PREFANING AX ORATORKCAL ERLTTION,

The Senator from Kansas Preparing an Oratorical Eruption.

Unidentified after William Allen Rogers
Harper’'s Weekly, 02/20/1897

Halftone, black and white

11 x 8 %6 inches (27.9 x 21.4 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00140.001
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The Senator from Massachusetts Interrupts.

Unidentified after William Allen Rogers
Harper’s Weekly, 04/10/1897

Halftone, black and white

11 % x 8 % inches (28.3 x 21.6 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00142.001

United States Senate




Senate Chamber

aek MARPER'E WEEKLY

1N THE SENATE. MARCH & s
Windlig Hae Prreblritt’s Mossapn oo the Thesiruriion wf il Sk “—Praen Uy W4 Tiogers

In the Senate, March 25, 1898.

Unidentified after William Allen Rogers
Harper’s Weekly, 04/09/1898

Halftone, black and white

14 x 8% inches (35.6 x 21.6 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00212.001
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PEESILLNT MURINLUEY'S SMESSAGE NEING REAL I3 TIE SENATE, MARCH 2§, HBg

THE SPARISNANMERICAN CRISL®

President McKinley’s Message Being Read in the Senate,
March 25, 1898 / The Spanish-American Crisis

Unidentified after William Allen Rogers
The Graphic, 04/23/1898

Halftone, black and white

9 Y4 x 5Wis inches (23.5 x 14.4 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00385.001



Senate Chamber

M3 Harper's Weekly

36 LESLIE'S WEEKLY, Mar i 1o

SWEARING IN THE VICE-PRESIDENT

w— v i
e g sy T

Spwate Chomber o men, Yarrh 4 the soib of afiee bereg sdiimisemel
rriieni prmivmpors o fhe Sevate

Swearing in the Vice-President

Unidentified after William D. Stevens
Harper’s Weekly, 03/09/1901

Halftone, blue and white

10 x 9 inches (26.0 x 22.9 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00591.001

CULMINATION OF THE WAR CRISIS IN WASHINGTON,

HIFTIGE Y Tili MEXATE OF TUE CRITRD sTATRS OF MESEENT MOONLEYS WIS 08 TIE CORAY g st

Culmination of the War Crisis in Washington.

Unidentified after G. W. Peters
Leslie’s Weekly, 05/05/1898
Lithograph, black and white
14% x 9 inches (37.5 x 22.9 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00234.001

48 United States Senate




Senate Chamber

The Opening of Congress
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colored
144 x 94 inches (36.2 x 23.5 cm)

Cat. no. 38.00650.001

Halftone,
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Senate Chamber

HARPER'S WEEKLY

R W e Tens e i e 8B T by mam i Swssar Lagy Somsmmr Aot Semiwr o Srnmar Lemwiar Samwer Gomeyd Save Cyiteram

THE OPENING OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE

On Maonday, December 1, Congress opened for the short session, which, with the prespects of wruse and onff disoussion, may make ooc of by critical sesslons in our history

The Opening of the United States Senate

Unidentified after Birch

Harper’'s Weekly, 12/13/1902
Halftone, black and white

11 % x 15 % inches (28.9 x 40.3 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00135.001

Senate Chamber in the Capitol, Washington, D.C.

Unidentified

H. C. White Co., 1901
Photograph, black and white
3% x 6% inches (8.6 x 15.6 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00711.001

50 United States Senate




Senate Chamber

VICE-PRESIDENT-ELECT FAIRBANKS TAKING THE OATH OF
ICE IN THE SENATE CHAMBER
- [ v ldywd ¥ s I8

el

i

LESLIE"S WEEKLY n

Vice-President-Elect Fairbanks Taking the Oath of Office
in the Senate Chamber

Unidentified after Sydney Adamson
Harper’'s Weekly, 03/04/1905
Halftone, blue and white

11 x 7% inches (27.9 x 18.4 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00590.001
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NG THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES WITID FRAYER
LALE, T CTTRT N, INVOKING THE DALY ELEMING ON THE MEMBLES OF
PP BEARCH OF TIHE AMERICAN CONGRENS . Seorm Son 5 for Loake's Workis by T° Dot Wialler

Opening the Senate of the United States with Prayer. The Rev. Edward
Everett Hale, the Venerable Chaplain, Invoking the Daily Blessing on
the Members of the Upper Branch of the American Congress.

Unidentified after T. Dart Walker
Leslie’s Weekly, 01/12/1905
Halftone, colored

13% x 9 inches (34.3 x 22.9 cm)
Cat. no. 38.00972.001
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