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Preserving Culture - Bit by Bit



Extending dpBestflow.org - Peter Krogh

Save teh Bits!
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Because the Skateboarding 
Squirrel might be important
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Yeah, someone should do that
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That’s What She Said
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Junk in a Box



Welcome
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dpBestflow
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The challenge
• Preservation of distributed archives

• Users have conflicting demands and limited 
time and resources
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Our approach
• Put the medicine in the candy

• Identify best practices in quality, efficiency and 
sustainability

• Define and publish ecosystem elements

• Make specific recommendations

• Promote workflows that employ these best practices

• Outreach to standards bodies
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The intersection and interplay of:
• Foundational Technology

• File formats, metadata

• Imaging Software

• Photographic and imaging hardware

• Professional Practices

• Creative Practices
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Stone Soup
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Extending the Reach of the Project
• Additional Funding

• New Content

• Teaching the Teachers

• Foreign Language Translations 

• Derivative Projects
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Additional Funding
• Funding secured by ASMP

• Additional grants for ongoing work (Author’s 
Coalition of America)

• “Over the Transom” Funds from the Australian 
Institute of Professional Photography (AIPP)

• Stone soup...
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New Content (ACA Funds)
• Update for new software versions

• Create content for motion imaging

• New “front doors”

• New distribution vehicles
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Teaching the Teachers
• Creative Commons Licensing

• Offers from several schools to create curriculum 
around the project

• In negotiations to create an annual event with 
photography schools

• Presented to educators through the Society for 
Photographic Education
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Derivative Projects
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Derivative Project
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Introducing Shutha
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The Shutha Project
• An effort to spread best practices to the 

developing world

• Funded by World Press Photo

• Inspired by dpBestflow

• Built on the dpBestflow platform (courtesy of 
ASMP)

• Will contribute to dpBestflow 
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Publishing Platform
• Software Environment

• Content Structure

• Editorial Process
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Ongoing Challenges
• Keeping content updated

• Paying for research

• New front doors

• Make the software smarter

• Move this effort to the general public
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Takeaways
• Be open

• There’s no limit to what a man can achieve, as 
long as he does not care who gets the credit

• Opportunity is missed by most people because 
it is dressed in overalls and looks like work

• Thanks to the LOC, NDIIPP, NDSA and all the 
partners
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