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Benefits of Cooperative Archiving

React more quickly to rapidly unfolding events
Archive more content
Variety of partners bring their own expertise to 

table: subject, technical, languages
Learn from others, share with others
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Examples
September 11 Web Archive
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
End of Term Government Archive (2008)
Earthquake in Haiti
Jasmine Revolution
North Africa and Middle East (Arab Spring)
Japanese Earthquake 
Olympics 2012
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End of Term 2008 Project
Focus: US Government 

Websites
 Institutions: Library of Congress 

(LoC), California Digital Library 
(CDL), University of North Texas 
(UNT), Government Printing 
Office (GPO), Internet Archive 
(IA)

 Crawled: August 2008 – August 
2009

 2500+ seeds
 Bookend snapshots, weekly, 

monthly, quarterly crawls 
performed pre and post 
elections, pre and post 
inauguration

 ~25 TBs
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UNT Nomination Tool
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End of Term 2012 

Focus: U.S. Government Websites and US 
National Elections 2012

Institutions: Library of Congress (LOC), National 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA), 
California Digital Library (CDL), Harvard Libraries, 
Harvard Kennedy School (HKS) Library and Knowledge 
Services, University of North Texas (UNT), Government 
Printing Office (GPO), Internet Archive (IA)

In planning stage 
Crawl Start: Fall, 2011
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What’s Coming for 2012…
Outreach to gov doc experts to help seed 2012 

end of term collection
Outreach to researchers whose specialty is in 

analysing elections to address candidates for 
federal offices
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Jasmine Revolution and Middle East 
Project Statistics

Jasmine Revolution - Tunisia 2011
 Institutions: Library of Congress, Bibliothèque nationale de France (BnF)
 Started: Jan 19, 2011
 513 seeds
 daily, weekly, monthly, bi-monthly crawling
 17.7 million urls, 1.7 TB
 status: winding down (currently just bi-monthly crawling, with a few seeds at weekly)

North Africa & the Middle East 2011
 Institutions: Library of Congress, BnF, British Library, American University in Cairo, 

Stanford University
 Started: Jan 27, 2011
 2,020 seeds
 daily, weekly, monthly, bi-monthly crawling
 status: ongoing
 35.5 million urls, 2 TB
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Managing Scope…
The Web challenges our state and national boundaries

and policies
What’s in? What’s out?
Need to define consistent selection and scoping criteria

while the project and events develop.
Tools such as the UNT Nomination Tool can help organize

many people working on a project and the many URLs
Who should take care of what is in between institutional

boundaries - or everywhere?
What is the risk? What is the value?


