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PRESIDENT SIGNS GPO APPROPRIATIONSFOR FY 2001

President Clinton signed the Legislative Branch Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001
into | aw on Decenber 21, conpleting action on GPO s appropriations for the year

GPO s Congressional Printing and Bi ndi ng Appropriation and the Sal ari es and Expenses
Appropriation of the Superintendent of Docunents are contained in Title | and Title Il of
the Act, respectively.

The original Legislative Branch Appropriations bill for FY 2001, H R 4516, was passed by

the House of Representatives on Septenber 14. It was rejected by the Senate on Septenber
20 and then passed on Cctober 12. It was vetoed by the President on October 30, along
with the Treasury-Postal appropriations bill to which it was Iinked. Follow ng the

begi nning of the new fiscal year on Cctober 1, 2000, GPO s fundi ng was provi ded

through a series of 21 continuing resolutions. The Legislative Branch Appropriations bil
was reintroduced on Decenber 14 as H. R 5657, and then incorporated by reference into the
Omi bus Consol i dated Appropriations bill, H R 4577, that was passed on Decenber 15. H R
4577 includes a .22 percent rescission to funding contained in the bill, including

GPO s appropriations.

For fiscal 2001, GPO s appropriations total $99,198,000 (after application of

the .22 percent rescission, which yields a cut of approximately $218,000). This is a
decrease of $3,971,000, or nearly 4% fromthe level of $103, 169, 000 that was approved for
fiscal year 2000. GPO s appropriations have declined 13%in the past 5 years.

A total of $71, 305,000 was approved for GPO s Congressional Printing and Binding
Appropriation (after application of the .22 percent rescission, a cut of approximtely
$157,000). This is a reduction of $1,992,000, or nearly 3% fromthe $73,297,000 that was
approved for fiscal year 2000. These funds are used to cover the costs of printing work
that GPO perfornms for Congress, such as the Congressional Record, bills, reports, and
heari ngs.

>A total of $27,893,000 was approved for the Sal ari es and Expenses Appropriation of the
Superi nt endent of Docunents (after application of the .22 percent rescission, a cut of
approximately $61,000). This is a reduction of $1,979,000, or about 7% fromthe

$29, 872,000 that was approved for 2000. These funds are used to cover the costs of

di stributing Government publications as required by law, including distribution to Federa
depository libraries, catal oging and i ndexi ng Government docunments, distributing
Government publications to recipients designated by |law, and distributing Governnent
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publications to other nations which agree to send copies of their official publications to
the Library of Congress.

In cutting the Salaries and Expenses Appropriation, Congress directed that "enphasis
shoul d be on stream ining the distribution of traditional paper copies of publications
whi ch may include providing online access and | ess expensive electronic formats."
Superi nt endent of Docunments Francis J. Buckley, Jr., has already initiated actions to
accel erate the ongoing transition of the Federal Depository Library Programto a nore
el ectroni c basis.

The new | aw aut hori zes the transfer of appropriations balances from preceding fiscal years
to GPO s revolving fund, which will help with GPO's financial situation. It

sets the ceiling on the nunmber of full-tine equivalents, or personnel, that GPO can enpl oy
at 3,285, the level GPO requested. However, Congress directed other neasures that may
have a significant inpact on GPO s structure and operations. These include a study

of the printing needs of the House of Representatives, along with an eval uati on of
transferring part of GPO s Congressional Printing and Bi nding appropriation to the

Clerk of the House in fiscal year 2003.

Congress also directed the General Accounting Ofice to conduct a study "on the

i mpact of providing documents to the public solely in electronic format." The study
is to include "an assessnment of the feasibility of the transfer of the depository
library programto the Library of Congress.” The study is currently underway, and is

due to be submtted to the House Committee on House Adm nistration and the Senate
Committee on Rules and Adnministration in March 2001

GPO has begun devel opi ng the appropriations estimtes for fiscal 2002. These will be
consi dered by Congress early next year
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