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GPO UPDATES HISTORY EXHIBIT TO 
FEATURE MACHINE TYPESETTING 

 
WASHINGTON—The U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO) has updated its history exhibit with a 
new display exploring machine typesetting and its impact on the printing industry and worldwide 
communication from the early 1900s to the 1980s. The exhibit, “Keeping America Informed: The U.S. 
Government Printing Office: 150 Years of Service to the Nation,” originally opened in June 2011 to 
celebrate GPO’s 150th anniversary. The new display includes objects, photos, and videos of linotype and 
monotype machines focusing on the way the machines expanded Government printing and played a role 
in the growth of the Government and the Nation during the 20th century. GPO has on display a linotype 
machine that was previously installed in a truck, creating a mobile print shop to produce essential war 
materials during World War I by General Pershing. Also on display are other examples of linotype and 
monotype machines, the type they set, and the documents they produced. Videos enhance the display 
explaining how the linotype and monotype machines work and their impact on communication. The 
exhibit is located at 732 North Capitol Street NW and is open Monday-Friday from 8:00am-4:00pm.  
 
Simultaneously, GPO is prominently featured in a new documentary Linotype: The Film, which is being 
publicly released worldwide today.   The documentary features GPO employees focusing on the linotype 
machine and the way it revolutionized printing, communication, and society. At one point, GPO had the 
largest battery of linotype machines in the world. 
 
Link to Linotype: The Film: http://www.linotypefilm.com/ 

 
GPO is the Federal Government's primary resource for producing, procuring, cataloging, indexing, 
authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of the U.S. Government 
in both digital and tangible formats.  GPO is responsible for the production and distribution of 
information products and services for all three branches of the Federal Government, including U.S. 
passports for the Department of State as well as the official publications of Congress, the White House, 
and other Federal agencies. In addition to publication sales, GPO provides for permanent public access 
to Federal Government information at no charge through GPO’s Federal Digital System 
(www.fdsys.gov) and through partnerships with approximately 1,200 libraries nationwide participating 
in the Federal Depository Library Program. For more information, please visit www.gpo.gov. Follow 
GPO on Facebook, Twitter, and on YouTube. 
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