James Danforth Quayle

(born 1947)

James Danforth Quayle, a U.S. representa-
tive, senator, and vice president, was born
in Indianapolis, Indiana. Quayle served in
the Indiana National Guard from 1969 to
1975, established a law practice in his
home state, and worked as associate pub-
lisher for his family’s newspaper, the Hunt-
ington Herald-Press. His political career
began at the age of 29, when he was
elected to the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. He served from 1977 to 1981, then
was elected to the U.S. Senate. Quayle’s
early success in the Senate in sponsoring
the Quayle-Kennedy bill, which created the
Job Training Partnership Act of 1982, won
him wide praise. He was appointed to
chair a special committee to examine pro-
cedural issues in the Senate; the Quayle
Committee recommended various changes
in appointments to committees and
reviewed floor procedures. While none of
the suggested changes were adopted,
Quayle's reform efforts did not go unno-
ticed by the Republican Party.

Quayle easily won reelection to a
second Senate term and was chosen by
Vice President George Bush to run with him
on the 1988 Republican presidential ticket.
Quayle resigned his Senate seat in January
1989 to become the 44th vice president.
During his tenure, he chaired the White
House Council on Competitiveness and the
National Space Council. Following the
Bush-Quayle ticket's unsuccessful 1992
reelection bid, Quayle returned to Indiana
to spend time with his family. He published
a memoir, Standing Firm, in 1994 and
briefly sought his party’s presidential nomi-
nation. In September 2000, Vice President
Quayle returned to the U.S. Senate to
address his former colleagues and other
guests in the historic Old Senate Chamber
as part of the Senate Leader’s Lecture
Series. This series gave former Senate
leaders the chance to share their insights
about the Senate’s recent history as well as
long-term practices. Quayle remembered
his Senate years with fondness and con-
cluded by noting the importance of pre-
serving the Senate as “the heart and the
balance of a democratic republic.”
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rtist Frederick Hart was finishing the clay model of the

Dan Quayle bust for the Senate’s Vice Presidential Bust

Collection when he died suddenly in 1999. Quayle sat

on two occasions for Hart at his studio in Hume, Virginia,

and a life mask was made of the vice president by Willa
Shalit to help in the sculpting process. After Hart’s death, his assis-
tant, Jeff Hall, completed the clay model and prepared the plaster cast.
The bust was to be carved in marble by Vincent Palumbo, master stone
carver at the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., as originally in-
tended by Hart. Palumbo had worked extensively with Hart over the
years, both at the cathedral and on private commissions; the Senate’s
full-length marble statue of former Senator Richard Russell (p. 324)
was such a collaboration. However, Palumbo died suddenly before he
could begin the work. New York artist Daniel Sinclair was ultimately
selected to complete the commission.

In his New York studio, artist Daniel Sinclair

uses a pointing device to transfer the dimen-
sions of the plaster model into marble for
the Dan Quayle bust.

(2002 photograph)
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J. Danforth Quayle
Frederick E. Hart (1943-1999)

Marble, modeled 2000, carved 2002

26% x 20% x 11 % inches (67.3 x 52.7 x 29.2 cm)

Signed and dated (on base under subject’s truncated left arm): © F. E. HART / 1999
Signed (on base under subject’s truncated right arm): J HALL

Carver’s mark (on base under subject’s truncated right arm): D SINCLAIR
Commissioned by the Senate Committee on Rules and Administration, 1998
Accepted by the Senate Committee on Rules and Administration, 2002
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