Henry Latimer

(1752-1819)

Henry Latimer, a U.S. representative and n 1916 Delaware artist Clawson Hammitt created the Senate’s por-
senator from Delaware, was born in New-
port, New Castle County, Delaware.
Trained in medicine, Latimer served as a
mobile surgeon in the Revolutionary War. on the Library accepted by resolution the portrait and one of
After the Franco-American victory at York-
town, he returned to medical practice in ) . , .
Wilmington and became active in poliics. were gifts of Henry Latimer’s granddaughter, Mary R. Latimer, who had
A founder of the Federalist Party, Latimer previously presented a similar portrait of the senator by Hammitt to the
was elected to the Delaware state house of
;Z?/;e;ﬁn;zz\r/: T;:;fl hzescl?chZs:fsuﬁsiit\e:r' Hammitt studied with Thomas Eakins in Philadelphia and trained
tested the election of his opponent to the with both Benjamin Constant and Jules Lefebvre at the Académie Julian
U.S. House of Representatives and was
::;:jesﬁha:tfl;?o(ji,:Zey:Z:Jstz ;';rLZQOt't e of portraits of Delaware statesmen for the Old State House collection in
the unexpired term of George Read in the the state capitol at Dover.

U.S. Senate. Reelected, Henry Latimer

served for six years but
then resigned in 1801.
Some contended that this
action resulted from disil-
lusionment over the polit-
ical tactics of his oppo-
nents, still bitter over the
contested election seven
years earlier. In one
episode of political
hijinks after Latimer’s
retirement, his enemies
fired a cannon loaded
with potatoes and her-
ring in response to a
statement misattributed to
Latimer that “the laboring
classes lived too well to
be happy and should be
reduced to the fare of the
Irish.”" After retirement
from political life, Latimer
confined his work to
medicine, making signifi-
cant contributions to the
people of his state.

trait of Henry Latimer after an 18th-century work by famed French
engraver Charles Saint-Mémin. That same year, the Joint Committee
Latimer’s father, James (p. 250), also by Hammitt. The paintings

state of Delaware.

in Paris. Most of Hammitt's work remains in Delaware; he created a number

The Senate’s portrait of Henry Latimer is
based on this 1798 drawing of the senator
by Charles Saint-Mémin.

(Courtesy of the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts,
Philadelphia. Gift of Robert K. Cassatt)

The portraits of Senator Henry Latimer,
right, and his father Delaware County Judge
James Latimer, left, once hung on the third
floor of the U.S. Capitol.

(1999 photograph)
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Henry Latimer
Clawson Shakespeare Hammitt (1857-1927)

after Charles Balthazar Julien Févret de Saint-Mémin (1770-1852)
Oil on canvas, 1916

29Y% x 24% inches (74.9 x 62.2 cm.)

Signed and dated (lower right corner): Clawson S. Hammitt / 1916
Gift of Mary R. Latimer (granddaughter of Henry Latimer), 1916
Accepted by the Joint Committee on the Library, 1916
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