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From Basel to Hong Kong, Don’t Miss These
Dreamy Exhibitions and Events
KAREN ARCHEY | Tue May 8th, 2012 3 p.m.
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Katja Novitskova and Timur Si-Qin, Installation view at the Center for Curatorial Studies: Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY

I'm going to imagine a time in which post-internet megabucks are really rolling in,
and I'm equipped with a private Rhizome Vistajet. If that time happened to be this
week, I’d be sure to hit up these exhibitions and events, ranging from Katja
Novitskova and Timur Si-Qin's upstate New York exhibition to Robin Peckham's
new art fair excursions in Hong Kong. Check out the upcoming exhibitions listed
below, with a couple outstanding shows not to be missed. 

“Bcc 9: Das Ei ohne Schale.” at Oslo10, Basel, Switzerland
Opening Thursday, May 10th at 7PM.

Is Bcc the new BYOB? Oslo10, a new exhibition space in Kunstfreilager/Dreispitz,
just outside of Basel, Switzerland, will host the ninth edition of Bcc. Originated by
Aurélia Defrance, Julie Grosche and Aude Pariset, who have also curated this
edition, the exhibition format mandates that all artists submit their work digitally,
rather than physically. Artists in this round include Harm van den Dorpel, Calla
Henkel and Max Pitegoff, Stephen Lichty, Sara Ludy, Mélodie Mousset.

Kate Steciw, “Live Laugh Love” at The Green Room, London
Opening Friday May 11th at 6:00pm, runs through June 17

Surprisingly, this is Kate Steciw’s (much belated) first exhibition in Europe. Green
Room programmer Ché Zara Blomfield seems to be aggressively bringing the work
of American “internet-related” artists to London, her last exhibition mounting the
work of Artie Vierkant, and previously showing Petra Cortright.

Rhizome Benefit – New York, NY
May 9th at 7pm, VIP Cocktails with a silent auction and DJ set by Venus X, 9PM,
Afterparty with LE1F and Extreme Animals

Alright, this is a shoo-in, but come party with us! Support Rhizome, drink some
drinks, and enjoy ...

"Social Media Marketing Masterclass [In 3
Easy Steps]" by Jesse Darling
BRIAN DROITCOUR | Tue May 8th, 2012 2 p.m.
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Lesson One:

IT DOESN'T MATTER IF YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU'RE DOING,
SO LONG AS IT'S WORKING.

 

██████              01 December at 17:31

heh. your videos, blog and online presence are like a window on some sort of
amazing, magical, brighter-than-life parallel universe – full of beautiful people,
glamour, enchanted bric-a-brac and generally cool stuff.

rock on. and good luck in  ██████ :)

______________________________________

Jesse Darling          01 December at 09:40

██████ If only you could see the mice, the mould, the incessant rain, the
 ██████ & the bank balance. Still, it’s  ██████; it’s home. ;) So thank
you.

███████████████████████

xx JD

______________________________________

Lesson Two:

GIVE YOUR CUSTOMERS WHAT THEY WANT,
EVEN IF YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY'RE ASKING FOR.

 

██████              26 December, 2011

Dear Jesse,

I have some questions to ask you because of your physical nuance— the awareness
you have— the sensitivity— the life— yet still the ability to move. This must require
constant cleaning, writing, talking, expressing— I think you are in a sense an
evolution of ██████ — please do not take this as an insult — I could only
insult myself if simplifying— but what I see in your manner of expressing with
words is an ability to communicate subtleties in a way that does not appear to be
so. ██████.

Something very clear about you— and which fains from he word artist or
philosopher, though you are an artist— you are also knowing of— existing outside
of— █████████ — and these are ██████ tendencies — not of the
preceding university ‘objective’ era, but something cunning to ‘information’ and its
know not, as well as ‘art’ and its know not—

Anyway, questions pending.

██████

______________________________________

Jesse Darling          26 December 2011

██████. Hit me up.

______________________________________

Lesson Three:

HATERS GONNA HATE.
NEVER STOP BELIEVING.

██████              15 February at 01:18

If one is an artist does that mean that life ...

Recommended Reading: The Spam of the
Earth: Withdrawal from Representation by
Hito Steyerl
RHIZOME | Mon May 7th, 2012 10:56 a.m.
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Image spam might tell us a lot about “ideal” humans, but not by showing actual
humans: quite the contrary. The models in image spam are photochopped
replicas, too improved to be true. A reserve army of digitally enhanced creatures
who resemble the minor demons and angels of mystic speculation, luring, pushing
and blackmailing people into the profane rapture of consumption.

Image spam is addressed to people who do not look like those in the ads: they
neither are skinny nor have recession-proof degrees. They are those whose
organic substance is far from perfect from a neoliberal point of view. People who
might open their inboxes every day waiting for a miracle, or just a tiny sign, a
rainbow at the other end of permanent crisis and hardship. Image spam is
addressed to the vast majority of humankind, but it does not show them. It does
not represent those who are considered expendable and superfluous—just like
spam itself; it speaks to them.

The image of humanity articulated in image spam thus has actually nothing to do
with it. On the contrary, it is an accurate portrayal of what humanity is actually
not. It is a negative image...

— The Spam of the Earth: Withdrawal from Representation by Hito Steyerl (e-Flux
#32)

 

Rhizome Benefit May 9
RHIZOME | Fri May 4th, 2012 6:17 p.m.

Not
 TweetTweet 14  0  0

 

Tickets are still available for our Benefit party on May 9th! Performances by Venus
X, Extreme Animals, and LE1F.

Venus X

Extreme Animals

LE1F

Report from Frieze New York
KAREN ARCHEY | Fri May 4th, 2012 5:30 p.m.

Not
 TweetTweet 15  0  0

The verdict from Frieze New York? Not so bad! While the city has experienced a
rash of yawn-worthy art fairs — this year's Armory no exception — yesterday saw
the impressively successful debut of Frieze Art Fair on New York's Randall's Island.
Combining mainstays such as Gagosian with younger, more innovative galleries
such as 47 Canal, T293, and Balice Hertling, Frieze NY offered a crowd-pleasing
multifaceted, international approach. Some stand-out works below.

 

Stephen G Rhodes, "Untitled," 2012 at Overduin and Kite. All photographs by Marcus Cuffie

While I'm familiar with Rhodes' installation work through a recent solo exhibition
at Metro Pictures in New York, this collages proves his two-dimensional work to be
much more pared down and sensitive to detail. Rhodes, who splits his time
between Berlin and New Orleans, has gathered materials around both of his
studios, using spraypainted reliefs of New Orleans flora as a background to this
composition. Although the most satisfying details of the piece are lost in this jpeg,
Rhodes further layers his collage with text from Cormac McCarthy's Blood
Meridian, "'Whatever in creation exists without my knowledge exists without my
consent.' -- Judge. GO OUTSIDE."

 

Keltie Ferris, "(*)", 2012 at Mitchell Innes and Nash

On view at Mitchelle Innes and Nash's booth is Keltie Ferris' large, graffiti-inspired
paintings. While the term "graffiti-inspired" alone may be enough to turn many a
viewer off, Ferris' paintings seem timely, and dare I say, internet-aware. With titles
that frequently employ various combinations of punctuation marks, Ferris'
paintings appear at once almost pixelated or digitally inspired as well as cognizant
of delicate position that abstract painting occupies in 2012.

 

 Sarah Braman, "Untitled," 2012 at Mitchell Innes and Nash

Sarah Braman also kills it at Mitchell Innes and Nash...

 

What Price Love?
MELISSA GIRA GRANT | Thu May 3rd, 2012 3:28 p.m.
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“I wanted us to be so naked with each other,” Acker/Laure writes to Bataille, “that
the violence of my passion was amputating me for you.” But “as soon as you saw
that I got pleasure from yielding to you, you turned away from me… You stated
that you were denying me because you needed to be private. But what’s real to
you isn’t real to me. I’m not you. Precisely: my truth is that for me your presence
in my life is absence.” 

- Steven Shaviro, quoting Kathy Acker as Laure as if writing a love letter to Georges
Bataille

 

I carry every love letter I wrote to B in a Gmail label on my phone. They aren't all
love letters; they pitch and shift through six months of taking a conversation that
began in public, across two blogs, into a more protected space. 

For the last two months, I've been publishing these letters to readers who bought a
subscription. I have four months left to send these letters, in which the reader
receives my half of the correspondence, time-shifted one year after I wrote and sent
them to B.

It's called What Price Love? and so far, in sum, love is priced at about a thousand
dollars.

 

"...for me your presence in my life is absence."

 

I think about how I have made a living exposing sex, including my own, for the last
14 years. How nearly anything we are supposed to do for love but instead accept
money for can be defamed – by someone uncomfortable with that exchange and
our decision to enter into it – as "prostitution." Is selling a love letter prostitution?
Is telling you to buy it somehow worse? I want you to read them but ...
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