
Painting Crowdsourced 
Microfinance Platforms 
and Projects into the Big 
Digital Preservation Picture: 
The National Digital 
Stewardship Alliance (NDSA) 
and Kickstarter



Most of us are looking 
for new ways to 
match preservation 
and archiving costs 
with available 
resources.



Simple, no-overhead 
methods and resources 
to enable NDSA 
members’ skills 
and interests in 
launching preservation 
and archiving 
initiatives 







About Kickstarter:

• 2 years old, April 2011

• Launched projects: 27,086

• Successful projects: 11,836

• Dollars Pledged: $99,344,382

• Rewards Selected: 1,150,461

• Total Visitors: 30,590,342

• Project Success Rate: 46%

• 2 million Kickstarter backers, May 2012



NDSA and Kickstarter:

• 5 volunteer curators
• 24 projects have been selected by 5 curators since February 2012
• 16 projects have met or exceeded funding goals so far
• Broad selection criteria: preserving culture, technology to preserve digital culture, archiving, 
digitizing or cataloging cultural artifacts or collections 
• Terms used for discovering preservation and archiving related projects: preservation, archive, 
library, technology
• Frequency of curation: 1 project per week, per curator
• NDSA page rank among curated pages; consistently in top ten of “recently updated”



No small 



Projects are MOSTLY about

Theater+Art+Comics+Dance+Design
+Fashion+Film/Video+Food+Games+
Music+Photography

Outliers

Technology+Publishing= $9,807,859





The Crowdsourced 
Microfinance 
Landscape



Entrepreneurial        Hybrid    For the greater good



Entrepreneurial

flattr

Advert



Entrepreneurial

IndieGoGo



Entreprenurial

spot.us



Hybrid

33needs



For the greater good

Crowdrise

DonorsChose



For the greater good

Firstgiving



For the greater good

Fundchange

Start Some Good




