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You can load up your smartphone or 
iPad with outstanding apps without 
paying a cent. Here are our 100 
favorite freebies for every platform. 
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AirPort Utility 
The free AirPort Utility manager from Apple lets you control your 
Wi-Fi network and AirPort base stations, including AirPort Express, 
AirPort Extreme, and Time Capsule, right from your iPhone. When 
you launch the app, you’ll see a picture representation of your 

network and devices. It’ll tell you what’s connected to what and how. You can 
change the network and Wi-Fi settings, start or restore a base station, access 
networking information (like DNS server, router address, IP address), and more.

Apple’s App Store for iPhone is a bazaar of freebies—some of them 
good, some of them pesky. We at PC Magazine sort through hundreds 
if not thousands of apps a year looking for those diamonds in the 
rough: the apps that work well or accomplish some feat you didn’t even 
know you needed done.

The 30 free iPhone apps that made the cut here have shown 
outstanding performance, been well received by a variety of technology 
users, and are truly “free.” By that we mean no gimmicks, no 
“membership required.” Free. Period.—Jill Duffy

Adobe Photoshop 
Express

Digital photography editing, 
until very recently, has been a 
task best suited for desktop 
and laptop computers, but 

Adobe proved that it could be done in the 
mobile space with Photoshop Express, a 
free photo-editing application for the 
iPhone and other iOS devices. It’s a 
powerhouse of a mobile app, and can even 
handle noise reduction (extraneous 
particles that show up on photos). All in all, 
Adobe Photoshop Express is a solid tool for 
making light photo edits on your iPhone.  

Go To 
Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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Amazon Mobile
Amazon.com sells practically anything you might need, from toilet 
paper to dog food to magazine subscriptions. The mobile 
shopping app makes sure you can buy it anytime. The app 
contains a barcode scanner and photo tool, so if you’re in a store 

deliberating the cost of an item, you can snap a picture or scan the barcode 
and see if Amazon has it for less. 

BBC News
Among news apps, The 
BBC’s has one of the 
best interfaces—clean, 
with relevant headlines, 

good photos, and noadvertisements. 
(Whether you agree with its angles 
and choice of coverage is another 
matter.) As far as international news 
organizations go, though, the BBC 
really does have correspondents in 
every corner of the globe, as well as 
varied and widespread topics. 
Another perk is that you can elect to 
view some news in other languages, 
such as Urdu, Arabic, and two kinds 
of Chinese.

Converter Plus
This all-in-one calculation app, Converter Plus, delivers numbers 
on nearly everything, from currency conversions to loan interest 
figures. It converts metric to imperial measurements for 
temperature, cooking volumes, length, and more.Go To 

Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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Dragon Go!
You can already search by voice on 
your iPhone with Bing and Google 
apps, but Dragon Go! lets you do 
more with the results, and offers a 

nifty sliding-tab “carousel” interface. Dragon 
Go! was created by speech-recognition 
software company Nuance, which has long 
been in the game of enabling voice commands 
for computers. Unlike other voice-command 
systems, this app integrates with other apps 
and  yields results in a more useful way. iPhone 
users who have a 4S have Siri; for everyone 
else, this is the next best thing. 

ESPN Score Center
ESPN’s free app lets you check the game quickly, and discreetly 
when necessary (that is, with your phone under the dinner table), 
for your favorite teams in more sports than most other apps. It can 
pull game data from baseball, basketball, American football, the 

sport the rest of the world calls football (soccer, in the U.S.), ice hockey, cricket, 
rugby, and more.

Evernote
Without the Evernote app for iPhone, many of us would be a lot less 
productive while away from our desks. This free, straightforward 
note-making app outrivals most competing apps, thanks to its 
strong search capabilities and effortless organization. But the real 

key to its success and popularity is that Evernote synchronizes all your files by 
saving them to a cloud service, meaning anything you create or alter from your 
iPhone will be there waiting for you when you log into any other version of 
Evernote. I use Evernote to write, take notes, and even snap pictures of 
whiteboards and PowerPoint slides in meetings, so I can remember details later.

Go To 
Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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Facebook
Social networks thrive with a reliable app—you’ve got to be social 
on the go—and Facebook’s for iPhone is solid. Despite occasional 
crashes, Facebook loads pretty fast and has a decent interface for 
viewing photos. The design is intuitive to navigate, too.

Find My iPhone
New as of iOS 5, the Find My iPhone from Apple helps you locate a 
lost or stolen iPhone; a phenomenal addition for those of us who 
can’t seem to keep track of our devices. It also works on other Apple 
devices, like iMacs and iPads. You can use your Apple login to find the 

geo-location of any of your devices, as long as they are connected to Wi-Fi or 3G. 
You can also remotely make your phone blare a loud noise, even if it’s turned to 
silent mode, if you think you’ve lost it within earshot. And you can remotely send a 
message to your phone’s screen if you think someone trustworthy has it in her 
possession and you want her to be able to contact you. 

Foursquare
Foursquare is a social, mobile, 
geo-location service that lets 
you virtually “check in” to 
different locations and leave 

comments about your experiences for your 
friends and other Foursquare users. It’s the 
app and service that introduced the check-
ins craze. Businesses use Foursquare to 
promote “specials,” that is offers and 
discounts, to attract Foursquare users to 
try their service or goods, which means 
users can find great deals just for joining. 
The location-based app will suggest venues 
of interest that are nearby and show you 
the deals that are being offered. 

Go To 
Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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GateGuru
No matter what app you use 
to book your travel arrange-
ments or manage your 
frequent-flier miles, you’ll 

still want to pack GateGuru on your next 
trip to the airport. The free app is 
chock-full of suggestions and reviews 
pertaining to airports: food, retail, 
services, and even the amount of 
time needed to travel between gates 
and terminals. The next time you’re 
stuck with a long layover and have no 
idea if you can make it to the cleaner 
bathrooms by Gate B7, just consult 
GateGuru for some advice.

HootSuite for Twitter
HootSuite for iPhone is a 
social-media aggregation 
app, meaning it lets you 
manage up to five 

profiles on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Foursquare, all from one central 
interface. If you use the app in 
conjunction with HootSuite’s desktop 
version (free, 4 rating), you may want 
to upgrade to the premium version of 
the tool ($5.99 per month), which 
gives you an unlimited number of 
profiles to manage, as well as more 
data about the effects of your 
social- networking outreach.

iBooks
If Kindle and Nook don’t 
tickle your fancy, Apple 
has its own little online 
bookstore, and it’s quite 

impressive. Here you can download 
and save novels, magazines, 
newspapers, and other reading 
material—and yes, many of the books 
and periodicals are free! Good news 
for Apple devotees: This personal 
digital library works on the iPad as 
well, so you can browse for books on 
the go from your phone and save 
them to read on the tablet later.Go To 

Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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Kindle
Read books, magazines, and newspapers right on your iPhone 
without ever buying an e-reader. From within the Kindle app, you 
can buy or download for free hundreds of thousands of books, and 
more than 100 different newspapers and magazines.

MenuPages
The free app and website 
MenuPages keeps a database 
of restaurant menus, with 
prices included. If you’ve ever 

gritted your teeth at a restaurant’s online 
menu that omits the prices, try 
MenuPages for unbiased information. It’s 
not a great app for every location, but in 
major U.S. cities, it’s awesome, especially 
when Yelp’s recommendations seem 
skewed by college students who give five-
star ratings to fast-food burgers. With 
MenuPages, you can make your own 
decisions about a restaurant’s dishes and 
prices. It won’t give you much insight into 
quality, but it will help you quickly weed 
out places that are too pricey or don’t 
serve the kind of food you have in mind. 

Mint.com
Mint.com helps you keep detailed account of your finances by 
connecting to your bank and credit-card accounts and tracking all 
the money you earn and spend. The iPhone app allows you to keep an 
eye on spending while on the go. Just enter a few data points as you  

spend, and you’ll be able to see your spending patterns as an easy-to-read chart.

Go To 
Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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MyFitnessPal
The free fitness app 
MyFitnessPal is one of the 
best all-in-one calorie 
counter and exercise 

trackers for the iPhone. A simple 
design and interface make using the 
app a quick chore rather than a 
fatiguing project, which is essential 
when trying to reach a long-term 
fitness or weight goal. The biggest 
selling point of this app is its 
exhaustive food and nutrition 
database, which trounces every 
competitor’s that we’ve seen.

Nook for iPhone
Anti-Amazon book lovers 
might prefer an app by 
Barnes & Noble for 
reading on their iPhones, 

NOOK. NOOK and Kindle largely do 
the same thing (give you access to 
an impressive library of books, 
newspapers, magazines, and other 
things to read), although their 
experiences are different. Whether 
you like Amazon or B&N is largely a 
matter of personal preference. The 
NOOK app feels a little more graceful 
in its design, whereas the Kindle app 
looks more utilitarian.

Onavo
The free app Onavo 
compresses data 
automatically to help 
you reduce data usage 

on your phone. In other words, it will 
save you money if you typically 
exceed your mobile service plan’s 
data allotment. Additionally, anyone 
traveling abroad with an iPhone 
should absolutely have Onavo 
installed. Learn the settings well, but 
be forewarned that there’s no 
compression for streaming video. 
Onavo is also not supported on 
Verizon accounts with iPhone 4.Go To 

Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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RedLaser  Barcode Scanner  
and QR Code Reader

RedLaser, an app that turns your iPhone’s camera into a barcode 
scanner, has long been on every new iPhone owner’s list of free 
apps to download. Over time, the app has only improved, and it’s 
now a multi-functional scanner that works on QR codes, too. When 

shopping, scan any item with a barcode, and RedLaser delivers detailed 
information about the product, including whether you can buy it at a better 
price nearby. 

RunKeeper
Runners, fitness enthusiasts, and anyone trying to shed a few 
pounds might know that the iPhone is an incredibly powerful tool at 
helping you track your exercise. With the RunKeeper app, one of the 
most popular apps among outdoor runners in particular, you can 

tap into the phone’s GPS technology to map where you’ve run, jogged, or 
walked. (You can also manually enter information from indoor runs.) RunKeeper 
figures out more statistics for you, like your pace, total distance covered, and so 
on. All your data is synced to RunKeeper.com, where you can view a history of all 
your activities. The app also has a coaching feature if you want to hear some 
encouragement while you’re working out.

Shazam
If you hear a song and don’t know what 
it is (or you just can’t remember who 
sings it)—Shazam to the rescue! Launch 
Shazam and hold it as close as you can 

to the speakers, then let her rip. Within a few 
seconds, the app will tell you the title, artist, and 
sometimes even find the album art, too. It’s a whiz 
with most radio-play songs, new and old, originals 
and covers, but occasionally gets stumped by 
obscure b-sides.

Go To 
Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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Slacker Radio
When we ask our colleagues at PC Magazine which music 
streaming service they like best, someone always mentions Slacker 
Radio, and everyone else’s head starts nodding. The same 
outstanding service you’ll find in Slacker Radio’s online version is on 

the iPhone and has been for a long enough time to have massaged the 
interface and performance to the point where you can appreciate it audibly.

Square
Square lets you easily accept credit-card payments via your iPhone 
through its innovative app and a tiny card reader that the company 
sends you when you register to use its service. Anyone can use it, 
from small-business owners to friends who loan cash to other 

friends too frequently. The hardware component plugs into your phone through 
the headphone jack, and, once connected, it can immediately start accepting 
payments. Square takes a small fee, 2.75 percent, for every swiped transaction, 
or 3.5 percent if you have to key in the credit card manually.

 
StumbleUpon

eDiTORs’
cHOice

StumbleUpon, one 
of the most 
sophisticated and 
fun ways to explore 

new content on the Web, delivers an 
excellent experience on the iPhone, if 
you can cope with the inherent 
limitations of the small screen. 
Without a native mobile-optimized 
viewing option, it’s a little less than 
ideal on the iPhone.

SugarSync

eDiTORs’
cHOice

One of our favorite 
file-syncing 
services, 
SugarSync added 

an iPhone app to its offering in 2011. 
SugarSync gives you access to your 
files from a multitude of devices, no 
matter if you store them on your 
laptop at home, desktop computer 
at the office, tablet, and so on. You 
can use SugarSync to stream music, 
back-up photos, collaborate on 
projects, and more.

Go To 
Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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TripIt
TripIt tops the list of travel apps. It automatically syncs your 
emailed itineraries to a TripIt organizer, putting all your travel plans 
right on your iPhone no matter which booking agent you use. It’s 
hands down the most recommended app for frequent jet-setters, 

as long as you don’t mind looking at all the ads.

Weave
The to-do list app Weave caters to people who think of their to-do 
lists in terms of projects. Any to-do item can be pinned to a project. 
You can also log how much time you’ve spent to date on any list 
item, and as you check off to-do items within a project, the app will 

calculate the percent of the project that’s been completed already. It also has 
buttons for adding income and expenses to projects.

Yelp
The most comprehensive 
review app, Yelp turns out to 
be an invaluable tool for 
finding businesses nearby, 

especially when you’re in a town you don’t 
know well. Yelp’s mobile app has helped 
me find a hairdresser when I was in a pinch 
in Washington D.C., and a suitable lunch 
while driving through Ohio (shout-out to 
Moreland Hills!). Need an acupuncturist in 
Austin? Or the most popular coffee shop 
in Charlotte (emphasis on “popular” and 
not “best,” by the way)? Yelp’s the app to 
do it. Can’t get it unless you own an iPhone 
4S. For all other iPhone and iPod Touch 
owners, Dragon Go! is the next best thing.

Go To 
Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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Apple celebrated its 25-billionth app download from the App Store in 
March, awarding the lucky downloader, from China, a $10,000 iTunes Gift 
Card. Twenty-five billion, and the numbers just keep on rising. With more 
than 550,000 apps in Apple’s marketplace, over 170,000 are native iPad 
apps that run the gamut from news to business to entertainment. Though 
iPad apps tend to be pricier than iPhone apps, you can still find a large 
number of iPad apps that are absolutely free. Here are our 20 favorites. 

Biblion:  The Boundless Encyclopedia
The word “biblion” was used in the Middle Ages to describe 
collections made from fragments of ancient texts. As such, it’s 
appropriate that the New York Public Library’s iPad app, which draws 
from tens of thousands of fragments scattered across hundreds of 

boxes of materials, bears the moniker. The smartly designed and informative app 
focuses on the 1939-40 World’s Fair, but even non-enthusiasts can appreciate 
the history presented. Here’s hoping for a broader topic range in the near future.

Go To 
Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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Bing for iPad

eDiTORs’
cHOice

Bing is a visually rich app that lets you search and browse 
news, movies, Bing homepage images, local businesses, 
trending topics, perform vocal searches, and much more.
 

Calculator for iPad 
Need to crunch some numbers? Calculator for iPad Free gives you a 
large, easy-to-read, and attractive scientific calculator for solving 
problems. Multitouch support lets you swipe away numbers. 
Upgrading to the 99-cent version adds six additional themes: 

Standard, Silver Keyboard, Retro Grey, Pink Keyboard, Happy Pink, and Wooden.

Comics
The Avengers and The 
Dark Knight Rises are 
slated to hit theaters in 
coming months—why 

not explore the medium from which 
these heroes were born? Comics 
brings digital comics from a wide 
range of publishers to the iPad. 
Marvel, DC, and several indies are 
well represented, so you can bone 
up on the lore before purchasing a 
movie ticket.

Cracked.com 
If you count yourself among the many who declare themselves 
Cracked.com fans, you must own this app. It serves up the same 
snark-laden content found on the Cracked.com website, but in a slick 
interface that lets you quickly scan the content.

Go To 
Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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Dropbox for iPad

eDiTORs’
cHOice

If you’re looking for an infinitely simple way to keep files in 
sync between your iPad, desktop, and phone, Dropbox for 
iPad is a must. It’s simple to use, free, and offers offline file 
access. You still can’t move files between folders, but that’s  

a relatively minor complaint directed toward an otherwise excellent app.

Facebook
for iPad

Facebook took 
its time to unveil 
its  iPad app, but 
it was  well 

worth the wait. The official 
iPad app, featuring an 
excellent layout reminiscent 
of the Facebook website, 
lets you access friend lists, 
subscribers, and 
subscriptions, as well as 
upload photos, send 
messages, and more. 

Flipboard
Flipboard offers iPad 
users an entirely original 
alternative to browsing 
the Web for news; its 

magazine-style layouts and 
breathtaking use of photos and 
white space show the way forward 
for digital media.

IMDB
With an image-driven 
interface featuring 
movie trailers, popular 
actors, and a list of 

currently theatrical releases, the 
IMDB iPad app is a must-have for 
movie buffs who want the latest 
Hollywood news.

Go To 
Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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Line 2

Line 2 brings carrier-grade calling and texting to your iPad by giving 
you a second line (hence, the name!) with a real number. Whether 
for a business or organization, as a landline replacement, or simply 
to keep your cell-phone number private, Line2 is a solid choice for 

professionals and people who don’t want to miss important calls.

LiveChat
LiveChat 
customers who 
want to take the 
real-time Web site 

visitor communication tool on 
the road would do well to check 
out this handy iPad app.  The 
free app, which works in 
conjunction with a LiveChat 
subscription, lets businesses 
communicate with visitors to 
solve customer service issues—
or help convert them into 
customers.

MoMA AB EX NY
MoMA’s Abstract 
Expressionist app 
achieves symbiosis with 
the iPad: if you’re an art 

enthusiast with an iPad, consider this 
app a must-download.

Monster.com Jobs
Monster.com, one of the 
leading online 
employment services, 
makes job-hunting 

couch-compatible with its fun, free 
iPad app.               Go To 

Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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NASA App HD
Consider it the next best thing to being an astronaut or astronomer. 
NASA App HD features thousands of NASA photos, streaming 
video, shuttle-launch information, and countdown clocks.

Netflix
This app enhances the 
value of a Netflix 
subscription by letting 
you watch movies 

directly on your mobile device, with 
excellent streaming. In this latest 
version, Netflix has added star 
recommendations and removed the 
status bar while titles are playing. 

NPR for iPad
NPR’s magazine-style 
iPad app emphasizes 
news, arts and life, and 
music coverage in three 

sliding panes. The app delivers 
hundreds of NPR live station and 
on-demand streams. It also features 
the ability to share stories over email, 
Twitter, and Facebook. 

Go To 
Top

navto://premium_100_free_apps#1
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Readability

eDiTORs’
cHOice

Readability is one of our favorite new iPad reading apps. It 
offers a clutter-free reading environment, lots of text options, 
offline reading, and deep sharing features (email, Facebook, 
Twitter). From start to finish this is an excellent app designed 

for those who like to read on the go.
 

TED
TED’s official iPad app brings more than 900 TEDTalk videos 
(featuring education radicals, tech geniuses, medical mavericks, 
business gurus, music legends, and more) to Apple’s slate. Not only 
can you stream videos over 3G or Wi-Fi, but you can download 

them to your iPad for offline playback.
 

TextPlus
Prolific texters who are looking to save some money on SMS 
messages will find TextPlus a very solid alternative to dipping into 
their mobile budgets.

Zite
Zite auto-curates 
a digital magazine 
based on content 
in your Twitter 

feed, Google Reader 
subscriptions, and viewing 
habits to deliver an excellent 
news-reading experience you 
can customize to suit your 
personal tastes.
 

Go To 
Top
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When talk turns to mobile app stores, Apple’s iTunes App Store is often 
the focus of conversation—but that may be quickly changing. Google 
Play overtook the App Store last year, becoming the download leader 
with a 44 percent marketshare, versus Apple’s 31 percent, according to 
ABI Research. If you’re an Android phone owner, that should come as no 
surprise; there are a vast number of excellent Android apps. Here are our 
30 favorites that don’t cost a cent.—Jeffrey L. Wilson, Jill Duffy 

Astrid Task/Todo List
Android users gravitate to 
Astrid (right) because it’s the 
best list maker and task 
manager there is for Android 

phones. It has all the features every list-
maker needs, including due dates and 
alarms, and it syncs with Google Tasks (it 
doesn’t sync with Remember the Milk, 
although it used to).

Catch Notes
Catch is a cloud-based service 
that lets you save notes of all 
kinds—audio memos, typed notes, and photos. If you think it 
sounds a lot like Evernote, you’re right. It’s similar to that app, and 

well customized for Android phones. If Evernote isn’t quite your speed, but 
you’re looking for something similar, you should defnitely give Catch a try.

Dictionary.com
Stuck on a word’s definition? The add-supported Dictionary.com 
app is a great tool for quickly looking up word meanings. Best of all, 
the dictionary and definitions live on your phone; no need to connect 
to the Web to pull down the information that you seek.

Go To 
Top
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Dolphin Browser HD

eDiTORs’
cHOice

Dolphin Browser HD 5 is a multi-faceted mobile Web browser. 
You can change the app’s look and feel through custom 
themes, add new features with add-ons, or even navigate 
using gestures. The latest version adds Featured Webzine 

Columns, redesigned launch pages, a refined user interface, and the ability to 
sync bookmarks across all of your Dolphin Browser installs.

Dropbox
Nearly everyone works and plays on multiple computers, which 
means that you have files scattered across numerous machines. 
Dropbox comes to the rescue with a service that lets you keep files 
in sync across multiple computers simply by moving them into the 

Dropbox folder. The Dropbox Android app lets you access those files—and sync 
new ones—on your Google-powered smartphone.

Evernote
If you weren’t an early adopter 
of Evernote, the freemium 
note-taking and organization 
app that syncs all your files to 

a cloud service, there’s no shame in being 
a late adopter of this outstanding service. 
On an Android phone, Evernote works 
smoothly, looks great, and most 
important, integrates with dozens of 
other apps and services. The app 
automates synchronization, a fail-safe 
measure in case you forget to put your 
files back in the cloud when you’re done 
working on them.Go To 

Top
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Facebook for Android

Social networks thrive 
with a reliable app, and 
Facebook’s app for 
Android is solid. It has the 

quintessential Facebook-branded 
interface we’re all used to, but it also 
offers  some unique functionality 
that’s absent in Facebook’s iPhone 
app, like a side-scrolling preview pane 
of recently shared photos in the 
dashboard area. If you’re a 
Facebooker, this app is a must.

Foursquare
Love it or hate it, no 
respectable app store is 
complete without 
Foursquare, the popular 

social-networking application that 
lets you check you into locations. You 
can easily tell your friends where you 
are, share photos, and view 
comments. Plus, many businesses 
offer discounts and freebies to 
Foursquare users, so you may save 
cash while checking in.

FXCamera
If your Android 
smartphone has a less-
than-stellar camera, 
don’t fret. FxCamera 

adds filters and effects, such as 
“ToyCam” and “Warhol,” to enhance 
even the most modest photos. It 
also helps to arm yourself with some 
additional tips for getting better photos from your phone. In short, if you take 
snaps on your Android phone, consider this a must have app.

GateGuru
GateGuru is an app to pack when it’s travel time. It helps you 
navigate airport terminals, anticipate wait times, find the freshest 
airport food, and travel with greater confidence. It also has airport 
maps and checkpoint wait times. Plus, GateGuru integrates with 

Tripit and Kayak for flight details, as well as Gowalla, Foursquare, Twitter, and 
Facebook for sharing with friends.
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Google  Translate

Google Translate can 
translate text in more 
than 50 languages. Most 
impressive of all, you can 

even use the phone’s microphone to 
pick up spoken dialogue and have it 
translated into another language. It’s 
a remarkable thing, even when it’s 
not 100-percent perfect (as machine 
translations are a long way from 
being flawless.

Google Voice
With voicemail, text messaging, and other great features, Google 
Voice is an excellent service that is a welcome addition to Android 
phones. Use it whenever your traditional phone carrier would 
otherwise charge you big bucks—such as when placing pricey 

international phone calls.

Groupon
Some of the deals that 
crop up on Groupon are 
just too good to pass up, 
like 50 percent off that 

take-out place where you eat once a 
week anyway, or a $20 one-month 
gym membership. The Groupon 
Android app lets you not only snag 
deals, but cash them in, too, so you 
don’t have to print any paper 
vouchers or coupons.

Guns ’n’ Glory: WW2
The follow-up to the 
award-wining action-
strategy game Guns ’n’ 
Glory Wild West puts you 

in the role of a military commander 
(either the Allies or Axis) during The 
War. Your mission? Guide your troops, 
tanks, and warbirds to World War II 
victory. An RPG-like skill and leveling-
up system lets you power up your 
squad to achieve an advantage over 
the enemy.
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Gurk, the 8-bit RPG

In the mood for a light diversion that contains a hefty dose of retro 
goodness? Gurk, the 8-bit RPG features a three-character party 
system, two dozen dungeons, 23 monsters, and lots of action. The 
story is virtually non-existent, but if you’re a fan of old school bleeps 

and bloops, you’ll find a lot to like here.

IMO Instant Messenger
Multi-purpose instant 
message apps can falter 
on mobile phones, 
crashing frequently or 

draining the phone’s battery. While 
it’s not perfect, IMO Instant 
Messenger is by far one of the lesser 
offenders. Another reason it’s better 
than some others is it supports 
instant messaging across an 
impressive 11 networks (both popular 
and relatively obscure) including 
MSN, Yahoo!, AIM/ICQ, Google Talk, 
Myspace, Skype, Facebook, Jabber, 
imo, VKontakte, and Hyves.

Kindle

eDiTORs’
cHOice

Read books, magazines, and newspapers right on your 
Android phone without ever buying an e-reader. The Kindle 
app is by far the most popular reading app in Google Play 
because it gives you access to buy or download for free 

hundreds of thousands of books, and more than 100 different newspapers 
and magazines. And while some users have complained that they can’t 
uninstall Kindle once they’ve downloaded the app, it is possible (but it takes 
a little effort).
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Launcher Pro

Launcher Pro does something your phone already does on its own—
launch apps—except that it adds the ability for you to customize 
your phone in new ways. The result? You can launch apps quicker and 
more easily. In addition, Launcher Pro lets you create up to seven 

different homescreens, giving you quick access to more apps than before. If you 
like to tweak your phone to your personal tastes, this is a no-brainer.

Mint.com
The website and service Mint.com helps you keep detailed account 
of your finances by connecting to your bank and credit card 
accounts and tracking all the money you earn and spend. The 
Android app extends the experience so users can keep an eye on 

their spending better while on the go. Just enter a few data points as you spend, 
and you’ll be able to see your spending patterns as an easy-to-read chart.

Movies
Movies, by Flixster (some people 
know the app better by the 
developer’s name), puts theater 
times, release dates for movies 

and DVDs, film reviews, and trailers in the 
palm of your hand. If, for example, you need to 
know the exact date that The Dark Knight 
Rises will be hitting theaters, Movies can 
confirm the July 12 release. The app’s movie 
reviews come from its own critics, Dave 
White and Grae Drake, as well as Common 
Sense Media, whose reviews are targeted at 
parents. You also can view what each movie’s 
score is on Metacritic, based on a number of 
different reviews.  
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Nook for Android by B&N

Anti-Amazon book lovers might 
prefer an app by Barnes & 
Noble for reading on their 
Android phones. Nook and 

Kindle largely do the same thing (give you 
access to an impressive library of books, 
newspapers, magazines, and other things 
to read), although their interfaces and 
experiences are different. Whether you like 
Amazon or B&N is largely a matter of 
personal preference. The Nook feels a little 
more graceful in its design, whereas the 
Kindle app looks more utilitarian.

ooVoo Video Calls
Stable and reliable video-chat apps for Android aren’t easy to 
come by, but ooVoo is terrific. The Android video chat app 
supports group video, voice calls, and instant messaging—across 
iOS, OSX, Android, and Windows. Not only do you get solid 

Android video calling, but you can practically video chat with anyone.

Shazam
You hear a song on the radio, and either don’t know who sings it 
or can’t remember, so you spend far too much time trying to 
figure it out. If you have Shazam on your Android phone, you can 
simply hold the phone as close as you can to the speakers and 

within a few seconds, the app will tell you the title, artist, and sometimes 
even find the album art, too. Shazam finds the answers fairly quickly for most 
songs on the radio, both new and old, originals and covers, but it occasionally 
gets stumped by obscure b-sides.Go To 
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Slacker Radio

Slacker Radio is easily one of our favorite music streaming services, 
and for good reason. The service offers up excellent audio quality, a 
well-designed interface, tight lyrics implementation, and a load of 
customization options. Though Slacker doesn’t have niche stations 

or deep social networking features, it’s still, without a doubt, the music 
streaming service to beat.

 TuneIn Radio
For those of us who prefer live radio to podcasts, TuneIn Radio is 
worth a download. You can listen to over 50,000 local and global 
radio channels such as BBC, NPR, and SWR. Purchasing the 99-cent 
TuneIn Radio Pro adds the ability to record audio.

Where’s My Droid
Many of us have “lost” 
our phones numerous 
times, only to find them 
tucked away in a jacket 

pocket, between couch cushions,  or 
some other obvious—or not so 
obvious—location. Now you can 
save yourself plenty of worry with 
Where’s My Droid, which forces your 
phone to ring at maximum volume 
or vibrate when the phone receives a 
text message containing a specified 
phrase, such as “Where’s my Droid?” 
The app can also tell you the 
phone’s location, as long as you have 
your GPS feature enabled.Go To 
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Wikidroid for Wikipedia

Smartphones are called “smart” because they enable you to keep a 
hefty amount of information in the palm of your hand. Wikidroid is a 
prime example of this; the app pulls articles from Wikipedia and 
optimizes their display for easy reading and searching from your 

mobile phone. The app has elegant search functionality, too.

Wordpress
This is one of the most popular 
blogging platforms, boasting over 
25 million software downloads 
and 15,000 plug-ins. If you wish to 

blog while away from your computer, this app 
will let you do just that, but on your Android 
phone. Bloggers can quickly create drafts, edit 
posts, and approve comments without the 
need for a PC.

Words with Friends 
Free

Zynga’s take on popular 
board-game Scrabble is 
among the most popular 
(and addictive) mobile 

social games. If you own an Android 
phone but your friends are on other 
devices, such as iPhones or iPads, you 
can still challenge them to head-to-
head wordplay. Early stability 
problems seem to have been fixed 
with Zynga’s many updates. 

Yelp
Consider Yelp the Yellow 
Pages for the apps gener-
ation. Whether you’re in 
your hometown or on the 

road, Yelp can help you find whatever 
it is that you need, from diners to 
computer-repair shops to bars, and 
countless other businesses and ser-
vices. Factor in social networking and 
the helpful user reviews, and you have 
an app that should find a home in 
every smartphone owner’s handset.
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Thanks to Windows Phone 7’s latest update, 7.5 or “Mango,” app 
functionality for Win Phone users is better than ever. And that’s a good 
thing, given the growing number of mobile apps available for Windows. 
The Windows Phone Marketplace offers more than 30,000 apps, many 
of them free. Here are our 10 favorite freebies.—Jeffrey L. Wilson 

AllRecipes
Chefs and foodies, 
this is the app for 
you. AllRecipes brings 
thousands of top-

rated recipes to your Windows 
Phone 7 handset. This Mango-
optimized app lets you multitask, 
pin a Live Tile to the home screen 
(which updates with a fresh 
recipe on a daily basis), and  
pin individual recipes to the  
home screen. 

Amazon

 

This free app is a 
must for any 
Windows Phone user 
who buys stuff on 

Amazon.com frequently. It lets you search for items, compare prices, make 
purchases, and more from the convenience of your smart phone. It’s great for 
when you’re in a Best Buy, for example, and want to see who has the better deal 
on the digital camera you’re eyeing. Current Amazon customers can access 
their existing shopping carts, wish lists, payment and shipping options, order 
histories, 1-Click settings, and Prime membership benefits. Simply put, if you 
shop Amazon on your desktop or laptop, you need this app.
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Evernote

Popular notetaking and archiving software and service Evernote 
offers a robust app for Windows Phone 7. It now lets you pin 
template tiles to the home screen (so you can create a new note 
with a single screen tap) and sync data in the background. It’s easily 

one of the best Mango productivity apps for folks looking to get things done.

Foursquare
Love it or hate it, you can’t have an 
apps marketplace without Foursquare, 
the popular location-based social 
network that lets users “check in” to 

various locations around town. Foursquare’s 
Windows Phone 7.5 Mango support brings 
multitasking and Live Tiles that let you pin “places” 
and “specials” to your phone’s home screen for 
fast access.

Movies by Flixster
Film fans who want to 
stay on top of the latest 
Hollywood happenings 
should check out Movies 

by Flixster. The free app serves up 
trailers, showtimes, and reviews by 
both inhouse critics and Common 
Sense Medai for parents. Now 
compatible with Windows Phone 7.5 
Mango, Movies by Flixster brings 
multitasking, Bing mobile search 
integration, and the ability to pin 
favorite movies and theaters to the 
home screen as live tiles.

Netflix

 

Sure, mobile movie 
watching is best done on 
a laptop or tablet, but a 
phone can definitely 

work in a pinch. Netflix subscribers 
would do well to check out the 
official Windows Phone 7 Netflix app. 
The free install lets movie fans 
stream TV and movie content from 
Netflix’s deep well of Instant Watch 
content, resume watching a program 
that was interrupted on a TV or PC, 
and browse and manage queues on 
their handsets.
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Pocket Recorder 
Sound + Recording 
Hub

Need to quickly capture 
audio on your Windows 
Phone 7 handheld? The 
free Pocket Recorder 

Sound + Recording Hub transforms 
your phone into a mini recording 
studio where you lay down and edit 
audio. Compatible with Windows 
Phone 7 Mango, the app now lets 
you create ringtones from your 
recordings, pin them as tiles to your 
start menu, and many more 
features. 

Slacker Radio
Slacker Radio makes the 
leap to Windows Phone 7 
in the form of a free app 
featuring over 150 

expertly programmed genre stations. 
The app lets entertainment-seekers 
stream an excellent mix of comedy 
and music channels that they can 
customize to their liking by either 
favoriting or banning artists and 
tracks. New to the Slacker Radio app 
is Windows Phone 7.5 Mango 
multitasking support, which keeps 
the audio flowing in the background 
when you open another app.
 

TuneIn Radio
TuneIn Radio lets you listen 
to more than 50,000 live 
talk and music broadcasts 
without opening your 

wallet. You can tune in to sports radio 
from New York, jazz from Long Beach, 
or classical from Washington D.C. The 
free app differs from the likes of 
Slacker Radio in that it streams live 
local and international audio from 
sources such as the BBC and NPR. 
Windows Phone 7.5 Mango 
multitasking functionality lets you 
listen to audio while tinkering with 
other apps, and pin individual stations 
to the home screen.
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WP7Applist
Yup, we’re about to get a bit 
meta. WP7Applist is a free 
app that helps you track 
other apps. With it, you can 

follow new app releases, app updates, 
price drops, and apps that have gone from 
paid to free. W7Applist lets you filter by 
price, and even ranks apps based on their 
ratings in Windows Phone 7’s American, 
Italian, and British marketplaces. If you’re 
looking to stay on top of the Windows 
Phone 7 Marketplace, this is one you 
should download now.
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We suppose it had to end sometime: Research in Motion’s BlackBerry 
smartphones are no longer number one in the U.S. We’ve covered 
RIM’s various follies in other stories, but perhaps the biggest reason for 
this slip in marketshare applies to apps. Simply put, BlackBerry 7 OS 
has fallen behind in the apps race.

BlackBerry App World, the official BlackBerry app store, remains 
awkward and difficult to use. Fortunately, App World isn’t the only 
place to get BlackBerry apps. The independent store GetJar does a brisk 
business, and so does Handmark. Some apps are only available through 
their companies’ own Web sites. We’ve seen less interest in BlackBerry 
apps, so we’ve trimmed our list here down to the top 10. Because they’re 
not always easy to find, we tell you the best place to download each app 
at the end of its review.—Jamie Lendino and Sascha Segan

AP Mobile World 
Edition 3.4.4

Just like its brethren on 
other mobile 
platforms, this news 
program gives you 

complete, flexible access to local, 
national, and international 
coverage. On top of giving you up-
to-the-minute news, the latest 
version of this app offers push 
alerts, improved navigation, and support for multiple languages, as well as 
improved navigation and BlackBerry OS 6-enhanced video experiences. If you’re 
looking for multiple news sources, try Viigo, but AP can satisfy any needy news 
junkie. Download AP Mobile News from the Associated Press site.
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BOLT 2.52

 

BlackBerry OS 6 comes with an upgraded browser, but Bolt, the 
top alternative BlackBerry browser, still beats it handily. Both 
browsers download pages that actually look like desktop Web 
pages, but Bolt is much faster. Version 2.5 adds support for 

Facebook videos, location-enabled sites, a new user interface, and improved 
HTML5 compatibility. It also supports tabbed browsing, many Flash video Web 
sites, and Web-based chat apps, such as Facebook and Meebo. If you have a 
lower-res BlackBerry, like the Curve 8530, try Opera Mini instead. Another 
tabbed browser, it does a great job of reformatting pages so they’re more 
readable on small, low-res screens.  Bolt is available at BlackBerry App World.
 

Flashlight 2 for 1 Free 1.1.1
There are many free flashlight apps to choose from, but we like  
Flashlight 2 for 1 Free the best for BlackBerrys. Its 2 for 1 name says 
it all: it’s actually a pair of apps: a bright back flashlight that uses 
the camera light, and a front-facing, softer ambient light that 

combines the LCD display with the front LED. Both are extremely easy to use, 
and both are optimized to conserve battery power and memory usage while 
active. Flashlight 2 For 1 Free is available at BlackBerry App World.

Facebook for BlackBerry 3.0
Almost everyone needs a Facebook 
app these days, and Facebook 3.0 
for BlackBerry measures up, with a 
navigation grid-based interface 

that virtually mirrors what you’d see on an 
iPhone or Android device. You can open 
Facebook Chats, and the notifications are 
delivered via a single bar at the top of the 
screen, handling Friend Requests, messages, 
chats, and general notifications. Facebook for 
BlackBerry is available in BlackBerry App World.
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Google Maps 4.5.3

Google’s free mobile 
mapping program just 
keeps getting better and 
better. The most recent 

version adds store hours to retail 
search results, and you can also filter 
your searches by star rating or 
distance. You can turn live traffic and 
Google Buzz layers on and off, and the 
GPS locks in quickly. “Labs” beta 
options include a terrain layer and 
scale bar. Unfortunately, the 
BlackBerry version of this app doesn’t 
have voice prompts for driving 
directions the way the Android version 
does, but it’s still better than 
BlackBerry Maps. If you ever leave the 
house, this app is a must-have. Google 
Maps is available at Google.com.

Kindle for BlackBerry 

  

As Amazon has done 
with other versions of its 
Kindle app, Kindle for 
BlackBerry is part of the 

company’s multi-platform strategy, 
in which you can read Kindle books on 
your iPad, on your computer, on your 
Kindle, and on your phone. And 
regardless of what device you choose, 
th will always take you to the exact 
page where you left off. 
Unfortunately, magazines and 
newspapers still aren’t available on 
the BlackBerry platform. But we really 
like the ability to put down the latest 
bestseller at home, and seamlessly 
sneak a glimpse at it during a long, 
boring meeting at work. Kindle for 
BlackBerry is available at Amazon.

Shazam 2.8.0
Shazam is about as simple and ingenious 
as an app can get: Fire it up, hold your 
BlackBerry up to a song that’s playing, 
and Shazam will figure out the song title 

and name of the artist. That’s a nifty parlor trick, but 
Shazam also lets you buy the track on the spot as an 
MP3 file, read reviews of the album it’s on, watch a  
YouTube video, and share the track tags with friends. 
Shazam is available from BlackBerry App World.Go To 
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Slacker Radio for BlackBerry 
4.0.765

Slacker recently edged out rival 
Pandora by offering “station caching,” 
which lets you listen to music while 

you’re offline and really saves battery life. A new 
Premium tier for $9.99 per month offers search, 
play, and replay of entire songs or albums on 
demand, plus custom playlists and news radio. 
But the 100-percent-free Slacker app is still 
great for streaming music, with all the 
professionally programmed and custom stations 
you expect from slacker.com. You can create custom stations based on artists 
or songs right on the device—great if you’re in a particular mood while on the 
go. Slacker is available at BlackBerry App World.

Twitter for BlackBerry 
2.0.0.16

Research in Motion’s  
Twitter client gets a major 
update and we love the 
facelift. The new version 

offers a lighter color scheme, support 
for local trends, support for OS 6, a My 
Profile icon with a photo, and faster 
performance. But its biggest advan-
tage over the competition remains its 
very elegant, well-designed interface. 
Nothing’s rough here—you can Tweet, 
search, use lists, follow, or check trends 
using beautiful fonts and an unobtru-
sive utility bar. Twitter for BlackBerry is 
available at BlackBerry App World.

WeatherBug  2.0.0.64
WeatherBug has more  
features than rival Weath-
erEye, giving it a slight edge 
in the BlackBerry weather 

competition. It’s pretty much assumed 
that you should get live local weather 
updates, detailed forecast summaries, 
weather alerts, camera views, and 
detailed radar maps from a weather app 
nowadays. But WeatherBug also inte-
grates with Bing Maps, letting you tap on 
a map to find out how the weather is 
over there, and it drops current temper-
ature and conditions readouts on your 
home screen. WeatherBug is available 
at BlackBerry App World.   ■
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