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In Sorani, the conjunction “and” (9) should be rendered v if the preceding word ends in a
consonant, and wfollowing a vowel. In Kurmaniji, it is spelled &in Latin orthography and

should be romanized that way as well.

In the Arabic orthography for Kurdish, all vowels are written out, with the exception of /
(short i), which is expressed by a kasrah under the preceding consonant, although that
kasrah is rarely written. At the beginning of a word, the /is preceded by a kursi hamza

(see note 3).

kirin (“to do”) KbPbH oS
K'ifin (“to buy”) K'bp’MH S
int'in (“to sigh”) bHT VH i

In the Arabic orthography for Kurdish, when a vowel comes at the beginning of a word, or
when a vowel directly follows another vowel, a Aursi hamza precedes it.

agir (“fire”) arbp St

oXir (“luck”) or'sp Pr-1¥

exte (“nag horse”) 9XTd aSa



naém (“I don’t come”) Haem e—ul-’

In the Arabic orthography for Kurdish, the four forms of the Arabic letter 43’ (0ag®) have
been reinterpreted. Two forms (initial ® and medial g) are the letter H, while two forms
(final a and independent o) are the letter E. Final and independent H are both expressed

by the initial form (2). Hence, the full paradigm for H is: initial ®; medial g; final 2;

independent 2.

initial D:

her (“each”) hap JaD
hatin (“to come”) hatbH il
leht (“flood”) nehu od
medial g:

bihistin (“to hear”) 6bhucTbH gy
final &:

cih (“place; bed”) wbh 2>
independent o:

meh (“month”) mah Dao

E (a) behaves like the letters alif(l), waw (9), da/(3), and r4 ()) in that it never joins to the
following letter (i.e., it has no medial form). Consequently, the following letter must start
over with the initial form (unless there is only one following letter, in which case it will be

written in the independent form). As with other vowels, initial E () is preceded by the
kursi hamza (3), yielding initial a5. Hence, the full paradigm for E is: initial a5; [medial a];

final a; independent o.

initial a5:
eni (“forehead”) 9HU LY
esp (“horse” (Sorani)) acn wd

[/medial - medial is replaced by final, as with alif, waw, efc.]

final a:

lehi (“flood”) nahm od
¢’em (“river”) Yam pa
éme (“we” (Sorani)) ema 4aid
p’ine (“patch”) M’UHa iy
independent o:

dest (“hand”) aecTt Caw0d

wek (“like, as”) woK Jog



5. The Arabic letter y&’(s) has two equivalents in the roman orthography: it can be the
vowel 7and the consonant y. Likewise, the Arabic letter waw (9) can be both the vowel v
and the consonant w. If preceded by a consonant, y4’(s) and waw (9) are the vowels 7

and v respectively.

diti (“s/he saw” (Sorani)) [anTn] )
bibinim (“if | see it” (Sorani)) [6BuBUHBM] Pikas
Sorani (“Sorani”) CopaHu 9w
K'urd (“Kurd”) K'opa 3,85

tu (“thou, you”) TO 9

Likewise, ya’(s) and waw (9) are the consonants y and wrespectively:

a) at the beginning of a word:

yarmeti (“help” (Sorani)) [hapmaTn] L,_\_-'J"*D)L.’.
witin (“to say” (Sorani)) [wbTbH] w9
wutin (“to say” (Sorani)) [wOTBH] w99

b) if preceded by a vowel (including short i, which is not written):

sayan (“worthy” (Sorani)) [waiaH] oLl
naybinim (“ don'’t see it”

(Sorani)) [HaBMHBbM] -
aw (“water” (Sorani)) [aw] 9L
bedew (“beautiful”) Oagew 90day
diwére (“s/he dares”) Abweps o )i 9d
biyani (“foreign”)t ObiaHun u.;l.u
siyan (“to be able”) LbAaH Ol

c) if preceded by a consonant and followed by a vowel:

birwa (“belief’ (Sorani)) [6bpwal [9
xwarin (“to eat”) XwapbH uyle>
dityan (“they saw” (Sorani)) [auTiAaH] ol
asyaw (“mill” (Sorani)) [aciiaw] 9wl
6. In the Cyrillic orthography for Kurdish, the distinction between aspirated stops (¢’, k', p’, t')

and unaspirated stops (¢, k, p, t) is always written, and Soviet scholars also preserve this
distinction in the roman orthography. Elsewhere it is generally ignored, and consequently

this distinction does not exist in the Arabic orthography for Kurdish.




7. Soviet scholars created the e’(Cyrillic @), which represents two different sounds. When
the sound is [‘ayin] + e, as at the beginning of a word (in Arabic script written ac), a
preferable spelling is ‘e, placing the apostrophe before the vowel. By analogy, one also
finds a(le), 7(_e), 0(8e), U(99<). The original e’(with the apostrophe affer the vowel)
is reserved for cases where the vowel [e] is followed by the [‘ayin], as in the word me’r
(Heaw), a dialectal variant of mar (“snake”). Since e’could be identified either as a vowel

or as a consonant, it has been added to both categories in the Kurdish orthographic table.

Standard reference dictionaries for Kurdish include:

Kurmanyi (northern dialects)

Michael L. Chyet. Kurdish-English dictionary = Ferhenga Kurmanci-inglizi (New Haven and
London : Yale University Press, 2003).

Ferdidon Celebi and Danko Sipka. Kurmanji Kurdish-English glossary (Springfield, VA :
Dunwoody, 2002).

Sorani (central dialects)
Shafiq Qazzaz. The Sharezoor . Kurdish-English dictionary (Erbil : Aras, 2000).



