
Richard L. Strout

A Register of His Papers in the Library of Congress

Prepared by Donna Ellis with the assistance of Daniel
Oleksiw

Manuscript Division, Library of Congress

Washington, D.C.

2002
Contact information: http://lcweb.loc.gov/rr/mss/address.html

Finding aid encoded by Library of Congress
Manuscript Division, 2003

Finding aid URL: http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/eadmss.ms003037

Latest revision: 2004-07-23

http://lcweb.loc.gov/rr/mss/address.html
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/eadmss.ms003037


Collection Summary
Title: Papers of Richard L. Strout
Span Dates: 1900-1991
Bulk Dates: (bulk 1950-1980)
ID No.: MSS82759
Creator:  Strout, Richard L. (Richard Lee), 1898-
Extent:  6,000 items; 17 containers; 6.8 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Repository:  Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Abstract: Journalist. Correspondence, diaries, notes, printed matter, and writings relating to Strout's association with the
Christian Science Monitor, the New Republic, and other publications.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online catalog. They are grouped
by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically therein.

Names:
Strout, Richard L. (Richard Lee), 1898-
Burns, James MacGregor--Correspondence
Davis, Saville R.--Correspondence
Stringer, William H.--Correspondence
White, E. B. (Elwyn Brooks), 1899- --Correspondence
Stroud family--Correspondence

Subjects:
Christian science monitor
New republic
American periodicals
Great Britain--Description and travel
Ireland--Description and travel

Occupation:
Journalists

Administrative Information
Provenance:

The papers of Richard L. Strout, journalist, were given to the Library of Congress by the estate of his wife, Ernestine Strout,
via Alan M. Strout in 1994. The estate gave an addition in 1999.

Processing History:

The Richard L. Strout Papers are described in Library of Congress Acquisitions: Manuscript Division, 1994-1995, pp. 84-85,
115.

Copyright Status:

Copyright in the unpublished writings of Richard L. Strout in these papers and in other collections of papers in the custody of
the Library of Congress has been dedicated to the public.

Preferred Citation:

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, Richard L. Strout
Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Papers of Richard L. Strout  2



Biographical Note
Date Event
1898, Mar. 14 Born, Cohoes, N.Y.

1915 Attended Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H.

1917 Commissioned second lieutenant, U.S. Army

1919 A.B. degree, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

1919-1921 Reporter, Independent, Sheffield, England

1922-1984 Columnist, Christian Science Monitor

1923 M.A. degree, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

1924 Married Edith R. Mayne (died 1932)

1936 Published with E. B. White Farewell to the Model T. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons

1939 Married Ernestine Wilke
Published Maud. New York: Macmillan Co.

1943-1983 Columnist, New Republic, TRB column

1958 Received George Polk Memorial Award for national reporting

1974 Awarded Sidney Hillman Foundation Prize

1975 Received Fourth Estate Award, National Press Club

1978 Awarded Pulitzer Prize Special Citation

1979 Published TRB: Views and Perspectives on the Presidency. New York: Macmillan Co.

1990, Aug. 19 Died, Washington, D.C.

Scope and Content Note
The papers of Richard Lee Strout (1898-1990) span the years 1900-1991, with the bulk of the material dating from 1950 to
1980. The papers are organized in the following series: Family Papers, Professional File, and Speeches and Writings File.

The Family Papers series includes correspondence among family members, chiefly Strout's letters to his parents. Two diaries
record his trips to England, Ireland, and Scotland in the early 1920s. The notebooks contain expense records and miscellaneous
memoranda. Strout's involvement with church, school, and military activities is well documented.

The Professional File series contains awards, correspondence, notes, and printed matter regarding Strout's career as a journalist.
A section pertaining to his association with the Christian Science Monitor includes correspondence with heads of the paper's
Washington bureau, Saville R. Davis and William H. Stringer. General correspondence contains responses to Strout's columns
and letters with colleagues, chiefly James MacGregor Burns and E. B. White. The notebooks list the fees Strout received for
his articles.
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The Speeches and Writings File contains Strout's research material as well as texts of his speeches and writings. The research
material includes newspaper clippings, printed matter, and notes. Of particular interest are Strout's notes on special occasions
such as Franklin D. Roosevelt's last press conference. Along with the texts of Strout's speeches are related notes and printed
matter. His writings include articles, autobiographical stories, poems, short stories, and papers written for school.

Organization of the Papers
The collection is arranged in three series:

• Family Papers, 1905-1991, n.d.
• Professional File, 1919-1991, n.d.
• Speeches and Writings File, 1900-1989, n.d.
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Description of Series
Container Series
BOX 1-3 Family Papers, 1905-1991, n.d.

Correspondence, diaries, financial records, and military records.
Arranged alphabetically by type of material and therein chronologically.

BOX 3-8 Professional File, 1919-1991, n.d.
Awards, correspondence, notes, and printed matter.
Arranged alphabetically by name of person, organization, or topic and therein chronologically.

BOX 8-17 Speeches and Writings File, 1900-1989, n.d.
Articles, autobiographical stories, notes, poems, research material, school papers, and short

stories.
Arranged alphabetically by type of material and therein by title or topic.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1-3 Family Papers, 1905-1991, n.d.
Correspondence, diaries, financial records, and military records.
Arranged alphabetically by type of material and therein chronologically.

BOX 1 Biographical material, 1958-1965, 1973-1985, n.d.
Church papers, 1953, 1969-1991

(2 folders)
Correspondence, 1913-1984, n.d.

(2 folders)
Diaries, 1919-1921

(2 folders)
Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass., 1917-1923, 1934, 1941-1949, 1957-1959, 1969,

1975-1988, n.d.
(4 folders)

BOX 2 Military records, 1917-1920
Miscellany, 1905, 1919-1931, 1945, 1965-1990, n.d.
Notebooks

1913-1943
(6 folders)

BOX 3 1944-1955, n.d.
(2 folders)

BOX 3-8 Professional File, 1919-1991, n.d.
Awards, correspondence, notes, and printed matter.
Arranged alphabetically by name of person, organization, or topic and therein chronologically.

BOX 3 American Political Science Association, 1982
Articles about Strout, 1926-1989, n.d.

(3 folders)
Awards and honors, 1944-1949, 1957-1959, 1972-1984, n.d.

(2 folders)
Brown University, Providence, R.I., 1966, 1977-1980
Burns, James MacGregor, 1960-1961, 1984-1988, n.d.
Christian Science Monitor

1921-1945
(2 folders)

BOX 4 1946-1963
(11 folders)

BOX 5 1964-1989, n.d.
(7 folders)

Cosmos Club, Washington, D.C., 1980, 1988-1991
“The Dick Cavett Show,” 1979
General correspondence
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1919-1949
BOX 6 1950-1983

(8 folders)
BOX 7 1984-1990, n.d.

(2 folders)
Harper's Magazine, 1959-1960
Laski, Harold, 1919, 1989
Macmillan Publishing Co., 1974-1982, n.d.

(3 folders)
New Republic, 1941-1951, 1960-1990, n.d.
New Statesman and Nation, 1947-1951, 1972, n.d.
New Yorker, 1969, 1989
Notebooks, 1945-1980

BOX 8 Press credentials, 1942, 1973-1977, n.d.
Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Awards, 1984
Sigma Delta Chi, 1974-1984
Sunday Times, London, England, 1946-1954, 1976
“A Walk Through the 20th Century with Bill Moyers,” 1966, 1973-1974, 1982-1984
White, E. B., 1936-1984, n.d.
White House events, 1926, 1940, 1946-1952, 1968, 1978-1985, n.d.

BOX 8-17 Speeches and Writings File, 1900-1989, n.d.
Articles, autobiographical stories, notes, poems, research material, school papers, and short

stories.
Arranged alphabetically by type of material and therein by title or topic.

BOX 8 Research material
Beyer, Clara Mortenson, 1984-1989, n.d.
Carter, Jimmy, 1972-1981
Civil War, 1965, 1974
Coolidge, Calvin, 1923
Einstein, Albert, 1953, 1977
Eisenhower, Dwight D., 1953-1966, 1971, 1980-1984, n.d.

BOX 9 Elections, 1968-1976
(3 folders)

Flatbush, Brooklyn, N.Y., 1900-1919, 1927, 1952-1957, 1966-1968, 1975-1987, n.d.
Ford, Henry, 1924-1925, 1932-1936, 1963-1978, n.d.
Founding fathers, 1974-1975, n.d.
Harding, Warren G., 1924, 1948, 1984
Hoover, Herbert, 1927-1932, 1982-1984, n.d.
Ireland, n.d.
Johnson, Lyndon B., 1965
Kennedy, John F. and Robert F., 1963-1968, 1983
Khrushchev, Nikita Sergeevich, 1943, 1959, 1971-1972, 1983
League of Nations, 1942-1944, 1970, n.d.
Lincoln, Abraham, 1958-1965, 1974, 1983, n.d.

BOX 10 McCarthy, Joseph (1908-1957), 1950-1958, 1966-1984, n.d.

Professional File, 1919-1991, n.d.

Container Contents
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Miscellany, 1931-1934, 1947-1955, 1961-1983, n.d.
Model T Ford, 1947-1968, 1977-1979, n.d.
Mondale, Walter F., 1983, n.d.
Nixon, Richard M., 1954, 1973, 1984
Nuclear war, 1976-1984
The presidency, 1945-1986, n.d.

(2 folders)
The press, 1976-1984, n.d.
Reagan, Ronald, 1966, 1976-1980, 1986

BOX 11 Reuss, Henry S., 1975, 1982-1986
Roosevelt, Franklin D. and Eleanor, 1932-1949, 1957-1984, n.d.

(3 folders)
Roosevelt, Theodore (1858-1919), 1979-1983, n.d.
St. Pierre, Canada, 1925, 1978
Schultz, George, 1971
Sheffield, England, 1920
Strategic Arms Limitations Talks (SALT), 1979-1982, n.d.
Strauss, Robert S., 1975-1980, n.d.
Taft, William H. (1857-1930), 1930, 1952
Taxes, 1966-1983, n.d.
Transcontinental Air Transport, 1929, 1970-1975, n.d.

BOX 12 Truman, Harry S., 1948-1953, 1961, 1971-1975, 1986-1988, n.d.
U.S. Navy, 1967, n.d.
Vice presidents, 1984
Willkie, Wendell L., 1984, n.d.
World Food Conference, Rome, Italy, 1974
World War II, 1942-1945, 1954, 1964, 1977
Wright, Orville and Wilbur, n.d.
Yellow fever, n.d.

Speeches, 1955-1966, 1973-1982, n.d.
(5 folders)

BOX 13 Writings
Articles

Caribbean Islands, 1979-1980
Carter, Jimmy, 1976-1984
Centennial Exposition, Philadelphia, Pa. (1876), 1976
Conrad, Joseph, 1923-1924
Counting rhymes, 1981-1982
Depression of 1929, 1946, 1979
Economics, 1930-1934, 1945-1966, 1972-1976, n.d.
Einstein, Albert, 1953, 1979, n.d.
Eisenhower, Dwight D., 1953-1958, 1964, n.d.
Elections, 1932-1938, 1946-1954, 1960-1984, n.d.
Flatbush, Brooklyn, N.Y., 1938, 1952-1953, 1963, 1972-1979, n.d.
Ford, Henry (1863-1947), 1924-1928, 1937-1938, 1958, 1968, 1976-1979
Foreign policy, 1927, 1946-1950, 1956-1959, 1969, n.d.
Founding fathers series, 1974-1976, n.d.

Speeches and Writings File, 1900-1989, n.d.

Container Contents
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“From Main Street to Fleet Street,” 1982
Goldwater, Barry M., 1963-1964, n.d.
Harding, Warren G., 1977-1981
Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass., 1944-1949, 1957
Hoover, Herbert, 1927-1930, 1982
“Inside America” series, 1981
Ireland, 1920-1924, n.d.

BOX 14 Kennedy, John F. and Robert F., 1961-1967, 1983, n.d.
Khrushchev, Nikita Sergeevich, 1959-1960, 1970, 1979
Labor, 1922-1925, 1941-1950, 1981
Lincoln, Abraham, 1958-1976, n.d.
McCarthy, Joseph (1908-1957), 1950-1961, 1971, n.d.
Miscellany, 1922-1984, n.d.

(6 folders)
Model T Ford, 1961-1968
Nixon, Richard M., 1974, 1984, n.d.
Nuclear war, 1950, 1967, 1977-1983, n.d.
The presidency, 1947-1960, 1971-1982
The press, 1954, 1964-1974, 1981-1984, n.d.

BOX 15 Racial issues, 1946-1951, 1959-1969, 1978-1980, n.d.
Reagan, Ronald, 1976-1983
“Richard Strout Recalls America,” 1977-1978
Roosevelt, Franklin D., 1932-1945, 1977-1983, n.d.
St. Pierre, Canada, 1925-1928
Taxes, 1924, 1963-1975, n.d.
Transcontinental Air Transport, 1929, 1977-1979, n.d.
Travels, 1929, 1966, n.d.
Truman, Harry S., 1946-1950, 1958, 1980, n.d.
U. S. Congress, 1946-1961, 1982-1983, n.d.
U. S. Supreme Court, 1934, 1946, 1963
World War II, 1940-1946, 1977-1984, n.d.
Wright, Orville and Wilbur, 1946, 1978
Yellow fever, 1948

Autobiography and family stories
Family stories, 1933, 1940-1944, 1972, n.d.

BOX 16 Flatbush, Brooklyn, N.Y., 1923, 1932-1934
(3 folders)

Miscellaneous chapters, 1921-1923, ca. 1965
Notes, n.d.
“Susie,” 1947

Miscellany, 1929, 1958-1959, n.d.
Poems, 1918-1921, 1931, 1952, n.d.
School papers

1914-1917
(2 folders)

BOX 17 1918-1922, n.d.
(3 folders)

Speeches and Writings File, 1900-1989, n.d.

Container Contents
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Short stories
“Campaign Special,” n.d.
“A Church Divided,” n.d.
Claverly Street series, 1924-1936, n.d.
“Florida Boon,” 1925-1926
“Horton,” ca. 1942
“Hyacinthe Comes Home,” 1928
Journalist stories, 1945, 1977, n.d.
“Lizzie Harvey; Dead Man's Money,” 1923
“Mr. Nevins Finds Adventure—At Last,” 1938
“The New England Miracle,” 1931
“No Fools,” 1918
“Shrewsbury's Saloon,” n.d.
“Unforgettable Character,” 1955-1960
Untitled, 1920, ca. 1940, 1961, n.d.

Speeches and Writings File, 1900-1989, n.d.

Container Contents
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