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Collection Summary
Title: Lester Hood Woolsey Papers
Span Dates: 1831-1958
Bulk Dates: (bulk 1909-1929)
ID No.: MSS46433
Creator:  Woolsey, Lester Hood, 1877-1961
Extent:  33,000 items; 110 containers; 52 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Repository:  Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Abstract: Lawyer, diplomat, and geologist. Correspondence, memoranda, diaries, treaty papers,
minutes and resolutions of conferences, articles, and annotated printed material chiefly from
Woolsey's service in the Department of State, including during World War I and while practicing
international law with Robert Lansing.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by
occupation and listed alphabetically therein.
People
Anderson, Jane.
Bell, Daniel W. (Daniel Wafena)
Bonynge, Robert W. (Robert William), 1863-1939.
DeSabla, Theodore J., Jr.
Dulles, John Foster, 1888-1959.
Foster, John Watson, 1836-1917.
Howe, Avery J.
Hudson, Manley O. (Manley Ottmer), 1886-1960.
Lansing, Robert, 1864-1928.
Mackay, Clarence H. (Clarence Hungerford), 1874-1938.
Marten, H. H.
McCloy, John J. (John Jay), 1895-1989.
Moore, John Bassett, 1860-1947.
Peasley, Amos J.
Polk, Frank L. (Frank Lyon), 1871-1943.
Woolsey, Lester Hood, 1877-1961.
Organizations
United States. Dept. of State.
Subjects
International law.
Sabotage.
World War, 1914-1918--Claims.
World War, 1914-1918--Diplomatic history.
Places
United States--Foreign relations.
Occupations
Diplomats.
Geologists.
Lawyers.
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Administrative Information
Provenance
The papers of Lester Hood Woolsey, lawyer, diplomat and geologist, were given to the Library of
Congress by his daughters, Mrs. Wesley Nyborg and Mrs. William Findley, in 1961.
Processing History
The collection was processed in 1962. The finding aid was revised in 2011.
Additional Guides
Notes concerning the Woolsey Papers appeared in the Library's Information Bulletin 21, no. 4 (Jan.
22, 1969), and the material was described in the Library of Quarterly Journal of Current
Acquisitions 19, no. 3 (June 1962): 129-140.
Copyright Status
Copyright in the unpublished writings of Lester Hood Woolsey Papers in these papers and in other
collections of papers in the custody of the Library of Congress has been dedicated to the public.
Access and Restrictions
The papers of Lester Woolsey are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the
Manuscript Reading Room prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice
is needed to retrieve these items for research use.
Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container
number, Lester Hood Woolsey Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note
Date Event
1877, Aug. 3 Born, Stone Ridge, N.Y.

1901 B.A., Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

1908 LL.B., George Washington University, Washington, D.C.

1903 Married Grace Hamblin

1902-1907 Assistant geologist, U.S. Geological Survey

1908-1909 Examiner of claims, U.S. Land Office

1909-1913 Attorney, State Department

1911 Secretary on behalf of U.S., International Fur Seal Conference, Washington,
D/.C.

1913-1915 Assistant solicitor, Office of the Counselor, State Department

1915-1916 Attached to office of secretary of state
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1917-1920 Solicitor, State Department

1919 Technical delegate, U.S. Peace Conference, Paris, France

1920-1928 Law partner with Robert Lansing

1922 International law expert for Chinese government in Washington Conference on
Limitation of Armaments

1923-1924 Counsel for Chile in Tacna-Arica arbitration

1961, June 20 Died, Providence, R.I.

Scope and Content Note
The papers of Lester Hood Woolsey (1877-1961) span the years 1831-1958, with the bulk from 1909
to 1928. The collection consists primarily of a subject file from Woolsey's public service in the
Department of State and while he was a partner in international law with Robert Lansing. It relates
principally to American foreign relations during World War I and to international legal problems,
notably sabotage claims during the postwar period. Included is correspondence, memoranda,
drafts of state papers annotated by Woolsey, Lansing, and others, telegrams, treaty documents,
minutes and resolutions of conferences, manuscripts of articles, diaries, and annotated printed
matter. The collection is organized into eight series: Diaries, General Correspondence, Special
Correspondence, Subject File,  Printed Matter, Bibliographic File, John Watson Forster
Correspondence, and Edward Yardley Correspondence.
Also in the collection is a small group of correspondence and a separate file of Woolsey-Lansing
correspondence for the period of their law partnership. Additional material includes family
correspondence of the Lansing family dating between 1831 and 1921, as well as holograph drafts
of articles, speeches, and an unpublished book by Lansing. A series of letters by various
correspondents to Lansing's father-in-law, John Watson Foster, dates between 1878-1912.
Other correspondents include Jane Anderson, Daniel W. Bell, Robert W. Bonynge, John Foster
Dulles, Avery J. Howe, Manley O. Hudson Clarence H. Mackay, John J. McCloy, H. H. Marten, John
Bassett Moore, Amos J. Peaslee, Frank L. Polk, and Theodore Joly de Sabla.

Arrangement of the Papers
The collection is arranged in eight series:

• Diaries, 1917-1948
• General Correspondence, 1914-1958
• Special Correspondence, 1920-1928
• Subject File, 1914-1958
• Printed Matter
• Bibliographical File
• John Watson Foster Correspondence, 1878-1912
• Edward Yardley Correspondence, circa 1933
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Description of Series
Container Series
BOX 1 Diaries, 1917-1948

Diaries and shorthand notebooks relating to dates of meetings, persons
talked to, and related information.

Organized into diary and notebook groupings.

BOX 2-5 General Correspondence, 1914-1958
Letters received and carbons of letters sent.
Arranged chronologically.

BOX 6 Special Correspondence, 1920-1928
Correspondence between Woolsey and Robert Lansing.
Arranged chronologically.

BOX 7-99 Subject File, 1914-1958
Correspondence, telegrams, memoranda, notes, copies of official documents

and other material.
Arranged alphabetically by subject or type of material.

BOX 100-103 Printed Matter
Articles, books, and periodical issues annotated by Woolsey.
No arrangement.

BOX 104-109 Bibliographical File
Case notes, legal digests, newspaper article digests, bibliographical and

legal notes.
Arranged by type of material.

BOX 110 John Watson Foster Correspondence, 1878-1912
Letters to Foster from prominent individuals.
Arranged chronologically.

BOX 110 Edward Yardley Correspondence, circa 1933
Letters to Yardley, a law partner of Woolsey, and carbons of his replies.
Arranged chronologically.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 Diaries, 1917-1948
Diaries and shorthand notebooks relating to dates of meetings, persons

talked to, and related information.
Organized into diary and notebook groupings.

BOX 1 Diaries, 1917-1921
Shorthand notebooks, 1946-1948

BOX 2-5 General Correspondence, 1914-1958
Letters received and carbons of letters sent.
Arranged chronologically.

BOX 2 1914-1927
BOX 3 1928-1934
BOX 4 1935-1940
BOX 5 1941-1958, undated

BOX 6 Special Correspondence, 1920-1928
Correspondence between Woolsey and Robert Lansing.
Arranged chronologically.

BOX 6 Lansing, Robert H., 1920-1928

BOX 7-99 Subject File, 1914-1958
Correspondence, telegrams, memoranda, notes, copies of official documents

and other material.
Arranged alphabetically by subject or type of material.

BOX 7 Aerial navigation
Albania
Allies
Alien enemies
Alien property control

BOX 8 Aliens
American Smelting and Refining Co.
American Society of International Law

BOX 9 American Commission to Negotiate Peace
Anderson, Jane

BOX 10 Angary, the right off
BOX 11 Angary, the right of

Appam case
Arbitration
Argentina
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BOX 12 Armed merchant vessels
Armed neutrality
Arms traffic
Armistice
Arts
Article on case in international law
Articles, digests

BOX 13 Articles, digests
Arius Traffic Convention
Asylum
Australia
Austria-Hungary

BOX 14 Austrian treaty
Balkans
Bar association work
Baucalari claim
Belgian-Dutch negotiations
Belgium
Bibliography
Biographical
Blacklist

BOX 15 Blacklist
Blockade, British notes

BOX 16 Blockade
Blockade detentions
Blockade, raising of
Bolivia
Bombardment
Book, article, and speech file
Boundaries
British and conference data

BOX 17 British interference with commerce
Bulgaria and the Balkans
Bulgarian treaty
Bulgarian treaty observations
Bunker agreement

BOX 18 Cable company
Calvo clause
Carranza doctrine

BOX 19 Censorship
Ceremonial
Chamizal case
Change of government
Chile
China

BOX 20 China

Subject File, 1914-1958
Container Contents
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China blockade
China, Japan, and the Far East
Chinese conference
Citizenship

BOX 21 Citizenship memoranda
Citizenship and passports

BOX 22 Claim instructions
Claims

BOX 23 Claims
Codification
Colombia, claims
Colombia matters

1932-1934
BOX 24 1932-1934

Colombian treaty
Colon fire claims

BOX 25 Colon fire claims
Commercial Cable Car Co., New York

BOX 26 Commercial Cable Car Co., New York
Commercial traders treaty

BOX 27 Conferences
Conflict of laws
Congo
Constitutional law
Consuls
Contraband of war

BOX 28 Contraband
BOX 29 Convoy

Copyrights
Corporations
Costa Rica, law contracts
Costa Rica-Nicaragua, boundary controversy
Count Festetics de Tolna
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Deutsch-Amerikanische Petroleum Gesellschaft Tankers
Danger zones, mine areas
Danish West Indies treaty

BOX 30 De facto government
Defensive sea areas
Declaration of London
Denmark
Deportation
De Sabla, Marguerite de Joly

BOX 31 De Sabla case
De Sabla claim

Subject File, 1914-1958
Container Contents
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Deserters' convention
BOX 32 Diplomatic correspondence

Diplomatic officers
Diplomatic immunity
Diplomatic improprieties
Discrimination
Domestic questions in law
Dominican Claims Commission
East Galicia treaty
Ecuador, Guayaquil and Quito Railway

BOX 33 El Salvador bonds
Emergency legislation
Enemy aliens

BOX 34 Enemy property
Enemy Trading Act
European war

BOX 35 Exports control
BOX 36 Expulsion cases

Extradition
BOX 37 Extraterritoriality
BOX 38 Fiat money

Finance
Financial blockade
Financial reports
Finland
Firm liquidation matters
Fisheries
Flag, American
Foreign relations
Fraud briefs

BOX 39 Full powers
BOX 40 Full powers
BOX 41 Geneva conference

Genocide
German raider
German refugee ship
German treaty

BOX 42 German treaty
Germany

BOX 43 Gifts
Good offices
Great Britain
Greco-Bulgarian emigration convention
Greece
Grubnau case
Guatemala

Subject File, 1914-1958
Container Contents
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Guatemala government, P. W. Shufeldt claim
BOX 44 Haff case

Hague conferences and conventions
Haiti
Haitian claims
Havana Bridge case
Hibbard-Christenson concession
History, U.S.
Honduras
Honduran revolution
Honor

BOX 45 House
Hungarian treaty
Indo-China editorial
Iceland
Immigration
Imports control
Indians, U.S.
Insurance
International administration
International claims

BOX 46 International claims
International commissions
International court
International criminal law
International disputes
International history

BOX 47 International Joint Commission
International law
International policies
International World Court
Internment
Intervention
Ireland
Isle of Pines
Italy
Jacques Lebaudy
Japan
Jugo Slavia
Jurisdiction

BOX 48 Jurisdiction
BOX 49 Justice Department reports

La Follette inquiry
La Pescadera
Latin American Construction Co.
Laws, enforcement of claims

Subject File, 1914-1958
Container Contents
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BOX 50 Laws, enforcement of claims
League Council
League mandates
League of Nations

BOX 51 Leases and correspondence
Legal status of foreign corporations
Letters rogatory
Liberia
Library files
Licenses
Liechtenstein
Limitation of armament
Loans to co-belligerents
Locarno treaties
Luxembourg

BOX 52 McGivney Rotheby Co.
Marina Quesada
Mariposa development

BOX 53 Mariposa development
Mariposa Development Co.
Maritime warfare
Martial law
Meditation
Memoranda, petroleum deposits

BOX 54 Memoranda, James Brown Scott
Memoranda, Khoshtharia concession

BOX 55 Memoranda
Merchant vessels

BOX 56 Mexican border
Mexican Boundary Commission
Mexican claims
Mexican Claims Commission
Mexican land laws
Mexican loans
Mexican money decree
Mexican petroleum decree

BOX 57 Mexico
Military occupancy
Military service abroad
Miller Case, affidavit
Mining laws, foreign countries

BOX 58 Minorities problem, Europe
Minorities treaties
Miscellaneous digests
Miscellaneous notes and writings
Monroe Doctrine

Subject File, 1914-1958
Container Contents
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Morocco
Naturalization treaties
Neutrality

BOX 59-61 Neutrality
BOX 62-64 Neutrality Board, reports
BOX 65 Neutrality law, 1939

Neutrality zone
Neutralization
Nicaragua
Nicaraguan Claims Commission
North Pacific fisheries
Official gazette
Officers, United States
Open Door Policy
Opium
Panama

BOX 66 Panama Canal
Panama Land Commission
Panama wireless
Papal
Paraguay
Passport regulations
Patents
Peace, armistice terms

BOX 67 Peace, armistice terms
Peace to Armistice
Peace, since armistice

BOX 68 Peace conference
BOX 69 Peace overtures

Peace resolution and treaty, 1921
Peace, search for
Persia
Peru
Personal files
Philadelphia National Bank
Physical connections
Plebiscites
Poetry
Poland
Postal conventions

BOX 70 Postulates of international law
Prisoners of war
Prisoners conference, Berne, Switzerland

BOX 71 Prize cases and notes
Prize court convention
Prizes and prize courts

Subject File, 1914-1958
Container Contents
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Proclamation, Apr. 6, 1917
Progresso Manufacturing Co.
Protection assurance
Protection of enemy persons

BOX 72 Protection of interests
Quotations and data
Railroad extension matter
Receipts
Recognition of belligerency
Recognition of government
Record of memoranda and conferences reparations clauses

BOX 73 Red Cross
Reparations Commission
Reprisal and retaliation
Requisition
Research in international law

BOX 74 Retaliatory legislation
Revolution and insurrection
Rhineland Commission
Rivers
Rumania
Russia
Russian boundaries

BOX 75-88 Sabotage
BOX 89 Safe conducts

Salvador
Salvador, canal treaty protest
Samoa, political development
Seal
Seamen's act
Second Lausanne Conference
Secretary's Board
Serbia
Siam
Sinking of ships

BOX 90 Sovereignty, acquisition of
Sovereignty, change of
Sovereigns, suit immunity
Spain
Speech, American Society of International Law
Spies
Spitzbergen
Split pea case and German export certificates
State Department

BOX 91 State Department
States succession

Subject File, 1914-1958
Container Contents
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States
Straits and canals
Submarine cables
Submarine warfare

BOX 92 Submarine warfare, Germany
Submarine warfare, Lusitania
Submarine warfare, Thrasher case
Submarines in neutral ports
Subsidizing steamship lines, Italy
Sweden
Switzerland

BOX 93 Talahualilo case
Tariff, H.R. 3321
Tariff Laws
Territory, inviolability of
Three mile limit and hot pursuit
Tonnage dues
Trading with the enemy
Treason
Treaties
Treaty-making power, U.S.

BOX 94 Turkey
Turkish treaty
United Fruit Co.

BOX 95 United Fruit Co.
United States-German Mixed Claims Commission

BOX 96 Vessels, removals from high seas
Vessels, transfer in war
Vieni v. Dominican Republic
Visit and search, in port

BOX 97 Wagner ships
War aims
War crimes
War, declaration of
War, effect on contracts
War, food control
War, forbidden weapons
War, forms of government
War, general
War, merchant vessels in enemy ports
War, ruse
War Trade Committee
War wireless, control of
Warfare, aerial
Warships
Warren, Charles

Subject File, 1914-1958
Container Contents
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Wells Fargo and Co.
West case
“What Is War?”
Will Papers

BOX 98 Woolsey editorials
BOX 99 Woolsey editorials

World organization

BOX 100-103 Printed Matter
Articles, books, and periodical issues annotated by Woolsey.
No arrangement.

BOX 100 Printed matter and reprints of articles
BOX 101-103 Annotated

BOX 104-109 Bibliographical File
Case notes, legal digests, newspaper article digests, bibliographical and

legal notes.
Arranged by type of material.

BOX 104 Case notes
BOX 105 Digests, legal
BOX 106 Digests, newspaper articles
BOX 107-108 Bibliographical notes
BOX 109 Legal notes

BOX 110 John Watson Foster Correspondence, 1878-1912
Letters to Foster from prominent individuals.
Arranged chronologically.

BOX 110 1878-1912

BOX 110 Edward Yardley Correspondence, circa 1933
Letters to Yardley, a law partner of Woolsey, and carbons of his replies.
Arranged chronologically.

BOX 110 1933

Subject File, 1914-1958
Container Contents
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