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Collection Summary
Title: Elmo N. Pickerill Papers
Span Dates: 1910-1975
ID No.: MSS61868
Creator:  Pickerill, Elmo N. (Elmo Neale), 1885-1968
Extent:  4,500 items; 15 containers; 6.2 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Repository:  Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Abstract: Aviator. Correspondence, printed matter, photographs, and other papers relating to
Pickerill's career as an aviator and to early aviation in the United States, particularly Long Island,
N.Y.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by
occupation and listed alphabetically therein.
People
Benoist, Tom.
Boland, Edward R., 1892-1967.
Curtiss, Glenn Hammond, 1878-1930.
Denehie, William A. (William Austin), 1891-1974.
Dunmore, Wallace P.
Earhart, Amelia, 1897-1937.
Gentry, Viola, d. 1988.
Kim, Kyung O.
Lindbergh, Charles A. (Charles Augustus), 1902-1974.
Mitchell, William, 1879-1936.
Pickerill, Elmo N. (Elmo Neale), 1885-1968.
Post, Wiley, 1898-1935.
Stinson, Marjorie Claire, 1896-1975.
Vought, Chance, 1890-1930.
Waterman, Waldo Dean, 1894-1976.
Wright, Orville, 1871-1948.
Wright, Wilbur, 1867-1912.
Organizations
Early Birds of Aviation (Organization)
Long Island Early Fliers Club.
Ox-5 Club of America.
Quiet Birdmen.
Wings Club (New York, N.Y.)
Subjects
Aeronautics--Exhibitions.
Aeronautics--New York (State)--Long Island.
Aeronautics--Societies, etc.
Aeronautics--United States.
Aeronautics.
Air mail service.
Air shows.
Airplane racing.
Autogiros.
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Helicopters.
Parachutes.
Occupations
Aviators.

Administrative Information
Provenance
The papers of Elmo N. Pickerill, aviator, were given to the Library of Congress by R. J. Bermundez
in 1985.
Processing History
The papers of Elmo N. Pickerill were arranged and described in 1986. The finding aid was revised
in 2011.
Copyright Status
The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of Elmo N. Pickerill is governed by the
Copyright Law of the United States (Title 17, U.S.C.).
Access and Restrictions
The papers of Elmo N. Pickerill are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the
Manuscript Reading Room prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice
is needed to retrieve these items for research use.
Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container
number, Elmo N. Pickerill Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note
Date Event
1885, May 24 Born, Greenridge, Mo.

1904-1905 Experimented with radio under Lee DeForest

1910 Received piloting instruction from the Wright Brothers
First solo flight
Sent first radio transmission from air to ground while on a flight from Mineola

to Manhattan Beach, N. Y., and return

1911 Received government pilot license Number 1
Performed first wireless transmission in the Panama Canal while on a

commercial vessel

1911-1917 Participated in flying exhibitions as barnstormer in the United States and South
America

1917 Commissioned, United States Army Signal Corps

1920 Joined Radio Corp. of America
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1950 Retired

1968, Jan. 15 Died

Scope and Content Note
The papers of Elmo Neale Pickerill (1885-1968) span the years 1910-1975 and consist of subject
files illustrating his career and interest in early aviation in the United States. The papers mainly
contain printed matter and clippings with a small inclusion of correspondence, photographs, and
other papers.
Files of prominence deal with aviation history and research, implementation of air mail, air meets,
races and exhibitions, and experimentation with autogiros, helicopters, and parachutes. The
significance of Long Island, New York, in the development of aviation is illustrated in files on
Mineola, New York, Mitchell Field (later Mitchell Air Force Base), Roosevelt Field, and Nassau
County. Early aeronautic clubs are highlighted with material on Early Birds of Aviation, Long Island
Early Fliers Club, Ox 5 Club of America, Quiet Birdmen, and Wings Club. Files on aviators and
aviation include Tom Benoist, Edward R. Boland, Glenn Hammond Curtiss, William A. Denehie,
Wallace P. Dunmore, Amelia Earhart, Viola Gentry, Kyung O. Kim, Charles A. Lindbergh, William
Mitchell, Wiley Post, Marjorie Claire Stinson, Chance Vought, Waldo Dean Waterman, Wilbur
Wright, and Orville Wright.

Arrangement of the Papers
This collection is organized alphabetically by name of person or organization or topic.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 Acosta, Bert
BOX 1 Adams, Clara
BOX 1 Aeromarine Klemm Corp.
BOX 1 Aeronautic Society, New York
BOX 1 Air Commerce Bulletins, 1921-1931
BOX 1 Air Force Association
BOX 1 Air, historical
BOX 2 Air mail
BOX 2 Air meets, races, exhibitions, and related matter
BOX 2 Air research
BOX 2 Airplane Pilot Officers, U.S. Army Air Service
BOX 2 Airport Directory Co., Hackensack, N.J.
BOX 2 Alcock, John
BOX 2 Allen, Martin A.
BOX 2 Allison, M. G.
BOX 2 American Aviation Historical Society
BOX 2 American Society of Aeronautic Engineers
BOX 2 Amundsen, Ronald
BOX 2 Antique Airplane Association
BOX 3 Arensburgh, O. C.
BOX 3 Arnold, Henry Harley
BOX 3 Astronautics
BOX 3 Atwater, William B.
BOX 3 Atwood, Harry N.
BOX 3 Autogiros Aviation banquets, balls, and related matter.
BOX 3 “Aviation Medicine in the A.E.F.”
BOX 3 Aviators’ Post 743, American Legion
BOX 3 Balchen, Bernt.
BOX 3 Baldwin, Ivy
BOX 3 Baldwin, Thomas S.
BOX 3 Batts, Carl T.
BOX 3 Beachey, Lincoln
BOX 3 Beers, William C.
BOX 3 Becker, Frederick H.
BOX 3 Behr, Kenneth P.
BOX 3 Beinhorn, Elli
BOX 3 Bell, Alexander Graham
BOX 3 Bellanca, Giuseppe M.
BOX 3 Bellonte, Maurice
BOX 3 Bennett, Floyd
BOX 3 Benoist, Thomas W.
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BOX 3 Bergdoll, Grover C.
BOX 3 Bibesco, Prince George-Valentin
BOX 3 Bjorkvall, Kurt
BOX 3 Bleakley, William H.
BOX 3 Bieriot, Louis
BOX 3 Boeing, William E
BOX 4 Boland, Edward R.
BOX 4 Boyer, Phil
BOX 4 Bradley, Follett
BOX 4 Brequet, Louis
BOX 4 Bridges, Kenneth L.
BOX 4 Brill, Oscar C.
BOX 4 Broadwick, Georgia (“Tiny”)
BOX 4 Brookins, Walter R.
BOX 4 Bruno, Harry A.
BOX 4 Bryant, Alys McKey
BOX 4 Buranelli, Felicity
BOX 4 Byrd, Richard E.
BOX 4 Caproni, Glanni, Count di Taliedo
BOX 4 Chamberlin, Clarence D.
BOX 4 Chennault, Claire L.
BOX 4 Christmas, William W.
BOX 4 Civil Aeronautics Authority, Washington, D.C., Civil air regulations, part 20,

pilot certificates and student pilot log book
BOX 4 Clerke, John W.
BOX 4 Cochran, Jacqueline
BOX 4 Collins, Jimmy
BOX 4 College Park Aviation School, College Park, Md.
BOX 4 Cooke, Weldon B.
BOX 4 Copland, Harry D.
BOX 4 Copsey, Robert L.
BOX 4 Corrigan, Douglas G.
BOX 4 Crane, Joe
BOX 5 Cross & Cockade Journal
BOX 5 Cross, W. Redmond
BOX 5 Curran, John J.
BOX 5 Curry, John F.
BOX 5 Curtiss, Glenn Hammond
BOX 5 Daedalians, Order of
BOX 5 Dargue, Herbert A.
BOX 5 Daugherty, Earl S.
BOX 5 DeGiers, Clarence A.
BOX 5 Denehie, William A.
BOX 5 Depew, Richard H., Jr.
BOX 5 De Seversky, Alexander P.
BOX 5 Dickinson, Charles

Container List
Container Contents
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BOX 5 Diehl, William
BOX 5 Doherty, William E.
BOX 5 Doolittle, James H.
BOX 5 Dornier, Do. X
BOX 5 Douglas Aircraft Co.
BOX 5 Dunlap, G. Milton
BOX 5 Dunmore, Wallace P.
BOX 5 Earhart, Amelia
BOX 5 Early Birds of Aviation

(1 folder)
BOX 6 (1 folder)
BOX 6 Eckener, Hugo
BOX 6 Ellington Field, Texas, 1918.
BOX 6 Ely, Eugene
BOX 6 Fairchild, Sherman M.
BOX 6 Farman, Maurice
BOX 6 Federation Aeronautique Internationale, list of certificates to first one

hundred Americans
BOX 6 Fisher, Herbert O.
BOX 6 Floyd Bennett Field
BOX 6 Ford Tri-Motor (“the Tin Goose”)
BOX 6 Fowler, Robert G.
BOX 6 “From Kitty hawk to Jet Transport,” by Juan T. Trippe
BOX 6 Garber, Paul E.
BOX 6 Gardner, Lester D.
BOX 6 Gatty, Harold C.
BOX 6 Gentry, Viola
BOX 6 George, Christopher
BOX 6 Gibson, William Wallace
BOX 6 Ginsberg, Louis M.
BOX 6 Godfrey, Arthur
BOX 6 Goebel, Art
BOX 6 Goff, A. E., Jr.
BOX 6 Governor’s Island Aviation School
BOX 6 Graham-White, Claude
BOX 6 Grant, Charles H.
BOX 6 Gray, George A.
BOX 6 Gray, “Jack” Stearns
BOX 6 Griffin, Bennett H
BOX 7 Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp.
BOX 7 Guthrie, W. D. (Jim)
BOX 7 Haddaway, George E.
BOX 7 Handley Page, Sir Frederick
BOX 7 Hall, Charles W.
BOX 7 Halsey, William F. (“Bull”)
BOX 7 Hamilton, Charles K.
BOX 7 Hanks, Stedman S.

Container List
Container Contents
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BOX 7 Harmon (Clifford B.) Fund
BOX 7 Harold, H. M.
BOX 7 Harvard Aeto Corps
BOX 7 Havens, Beckwith
BOX 7 Hawks, Frank M.
BOX 7 Heintrich brothers
BOX 7 Helicopters
BOX 7 Heller, Alvin V.
BOX 7 Henderson, Clifford W.
BOX 7 Hennicke, Carl (Slim)
BOX 7 Herndon, Hugh
BOX 7 Hiller, Stanley, Jr.
BOX 7 Hofstra University, Hempstead, N.Y.
BOX 7 Holderman, Russell F.
BOX 7 Howard, Beverly (“Bevo”)
BOX 8 Hughes, Howard
BOX 8 Hunsaker, J. C.
BOX 8 Instructors, civilian
BOX 8 Institute of Aeronautical Sciences
BOX 8 International Airplane Speed Records, 1908-1931
BOX 8 International Women’s Year, 1975
BOX 8 Jack Knight Air Mail Society
BOX 8 Jannus, Antony (“Tony”)
BOX 8 Jenson, Martin
BOX 8 Johnson Brothers Co.
BOX 8 Jones, Byron Q.
BOX 8 Jones, Charles S. (“Casey”).
BOX 8 Jones, Ernest L.
BOX 8 Jones, Harry M.
BOX 8 KLM Royal W.
BOX 8 Kaminsky, John G.
BOX 8 Kantner, Harold D.
BOX 8 Karr, Paul W.
BOX 8 Kim, Kyung O.
BOX 8 Kimball, Wilbur R.
BOX 8 Kirkham, Charles B.
BOX 8 Kirtland, Roy T.
BOX 8 Kites, man carrying
BOX 8 Kling, R. C.
BOX 8 Knabenshue, A. Roy
BOX 8 Krantz, Duke (“Diavalo”)
BOX 8 Lafayette Escadrille
BOX 8 La Guardia Airport, New York, N.Y.
BOX 8 Lahm, Frank P.
BOX 8 Laird, Emil M. (“Matty”)
BOX 8 Lamb, Ivan

Container List
Container Contents
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BOX 8 Lambert, Albert B.
BOX 8 Langley, Samuel P.
BOX 8 Latham, Hubert
BOX 8 La Vista, Frank W.
BOX 8 Law, Harvey F.
BOX 8 Law, Ruth
BOX 8 Lear, William P., Sr.
BOX 8 Lees, Walter E.
BOX 8 Levine, Charles A
BOX 9 Ligue Internationale des Aviateurs
BOX 9 Lindbergh, Charles A.
BOX 9 Little, David S.
BOX 9 Loening, Grover
BOX 9 Long Island Early Flier Club
BOX 9 Long, William H.
BOX 9 Ludlow, Israel
BOX 9 Lynch, Arthur H.
BOX 9 Lynch, W. Waldo
BOX 9 McCauley, George W.
BOX 9 McCurdy, John A. D.
BOX 9 McGuire, Mickey
BOX 9 McLaughlin, George F.
BOX 9 Macready, John A., and Oakley G. Kelly
BOX 9 Maitland and Hegenberger flight to Hawaii, 1928
BOX 9 Mars, James C. (“Bud”)
BOX 9 Marshall, R. C. (“Tex”)
BOX 9 Martin, Glenn L.
BOX 9 Matt, Paul R.
BOX 9 Maxey, John W.
BOX 9 Merrill, Henry T. (“Dick”)
BOX 9 Miller, Lloyd E. (“Hank”)
BOX 9 Milling, Thomas D.
BOX 9 Mineola, N.Y.
BOX 10 Mitchel Field (later Air Force Base), Long Island, N.Y.
BOX 10 Mitchell, William (“Billy”)
BOX 10 Mix, Arthur H.
BOX 10 Morehouse, Harold E.
BOX 10 Morriss, P. G. B. (“Bud”)
BOX 10 Musick, Edwin C.
BOX 10 Myers, George Francis
BOX 10 Nassau County, Long Island, N.Y.

(2 folders)
BOX 11 Nassau County Museum, Long Island, N.Y.
BOX 11 National Aeronautic Association of U.S.A.
BOX 11 National Air Museum, Washington, D.C.
BOX 11 National Air Pilots’ Association

Container List
Container Contents
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BOX 11 Naval aviation
BOX 11 Navy’s NC-4 (“Truculent Turtie”)
BOX 11 Nelson, Nels J.
BOX 11 New York Aeronautic Society
BOX 11 New York Times
BOX 11 Nichols, Ruth R.
BOX 11 Ninety-Nines, Inc.
BOX 11 North, Russell B.
BOX 11 Noyes, Blanche
BOX 11 Ort, Karl
BOX 11 Our Lady of Loretto, Patroness of Aviators and Air Travelers
BOX 11 Ovington, Earle .
BOX 11 Ox 5 Club of America

(2 folders)
BOX 11 Pack, Walter
BOX 11 Page, George A., Jr
BOX 11 . Pangborn, Clyde E
BOX 12 Parachutes
BOX 12 Parker, Will D. (“Billy”)
BOX 12 Paulham, Louis
BOX 12 Phillips, Frank
BOX 12 Piper, William T.
BOX 12 Post, George B.
BOX 12 Post, Wiley
BOX 12 Quiet Birdmen
BOX 12 Quimby, Harriet
BOX 12 Rache, Thea
BOX 12 Raiche, Bessica
BOX 12 Railroad trains
BOX 12 Rankin, Tex
BOX 12 Renninger, Doris (Mrs. W. H.)
BOX 12 Rent, Lawrence E.
BOX 12 Rhonie, Aline (“Pat”)
BOX 12 Richardson, Joan
BOX 12 Rickenbacker, Edward V.
BOX 12 Ritchell’s Foot Power Flying Machine, 1878
BOX 12 Robinson, Hugh A.
BOX 12 Robinson, John C.
BOX 12 Rodgers, Calbraith P.
BOX 13 Roosevelt Field, Mineola, N.Y.
BOX 13 Roosevelt, Theodore
BOX 13 Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund, London, England
BOX 13 St. Petersburg, Fla.
BOX 13 Sands, Austin L.
BOX 13 Santos-Dumont, Alberto
BOX 13 Schaeffler, George E.

Container List
Container Contents
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BOX 13 Schmidt, Vincent
BOX 13 Scott, Blanche Stuart
BOX 13 Scott, Frank S.
BOX 13 Second National Aero Congress, Detroit, Mich., 1922 Oct. 12-14
BOX 13 Selfridge, Thomas
BOX 13 Shaffer, Cleve T., and Geneve Parsons ([Mrs. John Parsons)
BOX 13 Signorini, Luigi (“Gino”)
BOX 13 Sikorsky, Igor I.
BOX 13 Simpson, Frank
BOX 13 Sinclair, Cecil R.
BOX 13 Smith, Art
BOX 13 Smith, B. L.
BOX 13 Smith, C. R.
BOX 13 Smith, Ernest R.
BOX 13 Smith, John J.
BOX 13 Soaring
BOX 13 Sommer, Roger
BOX 13 Spencer, Lorillard
BOX 13 Stevens (Aeronaut Leo) Memorial
BOX 13 Stinson, Marjorie Claire
BOX 13 Stone, Arthur B.
BOX 13 Studenski, Paul
BOX 13 Sullivan, W. F.
BOX 13 Swirbul, Leon A. (“Jake”)
BOX 13 Thomsen, Carl H.
BOX 13 Trauffer, Arthur
BOX 13 Turner, Roscoe
BOX 13 Udet, Ernst
BOX 13 Uyldert, Siegfried (“Sig”)
BOX 13 Volkman, Wilson H.
BOX 13 Vought, Chance Milton
BOX 14 W. S. Dickey Clay Mfg. Co.
BOX 14 Wald, Charles
BOX 14 Walden, Henry W.
BOX 14 Ward, Edward
BOX 14 Warner, Arthur P.
BOX 14 Waterman, Waldo D.
BOX 14 Weeks, E. D. (“Hud”)
BOX 14 Welch, Al L.
BOX 14 Wellman, William (“Wild Bill”)
BOX 14 Wells, Heustis I.
BOX 14 Wetlich, Gladys Hinkley
BOX 14 Weymann, Charles T.
BOX 14 Whelan, Bernard L. (“Ben”)
BOX 14 Whitten-Brown, Sir Arthur
BOX 14 Who’s Who in American Aeronautics, 1925

Container List
Container Contents
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BOX 14 Wiggin, Charles L.
BOX 14 Willard, Charles F.
BOX 14 Williams, Alford
BOX 14 Williams, Roger Q., Sr.
BOX 14 Willits, S. L.
BOX 14 Wilson, Al
BOX 14 Wilson, Gill Robb
BOX 14 Wings Club
BOX 14 “Wings for American Business,” by Harry J. Tucker
BOX 15 Wise, John
BOX 15 Wiseman, Fred J.
BOX 15 Wittemann, Charles R.
BOX 15 Woodcock, Reginald D.
BOX 15 Worden, John H.
BOX 15 Wright, Orville and Wilbur

(3 folders)
BOX 15 Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio
BOX 15 Yeager, Charles
BOX 15 Yelaney, Andrew
BOX 15 Young, Clarence M.
BOX 15 Zahns Airport, Amityville, N.Y

Container List
Container Contents
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