
WORLD WAR II Recollections of EM2 Norman Taylor USCGR 

Eight months after the attack on Pearl Harbor, Norman Taylor enlisted for three 
years in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve on 
19 August 1942 at Recruiting Office Boston, 
MA. Just prior to his enlistment he married 
the former Emma Hambly of Fall River 
Massachusetts. 

After being shipped to Brooklyn N.Y., 
Norman attended Boot Camp at Manhattan 
Beach Training Station. There he had the 
good fortune to receive physical training 
from a national celebrity, LT Jack Dempsey 
who was in charge of the Physical 
Education Staff. Dempsey left a lasting 
impression on the recruits by holding an 

hour long one on one session 
jokingly referred to as “Dempsey’s 
Charm School”.  



Upon completion of Boot Camp as an Apprentice Seaman, Norman was 
transferred to a 
number of stations in 
Long Island including 
Northport, 
Amagansett, and East 
Hampton. Most of this 
time was spent 
training for Search 
and Rescue in surf 
boats and in drilling 
and standing sentry 
duty as part of the 
newly authorized 
Beach Patrols. 
Although most of the 
time was spent 
patrolling from Ditch 

Plains Station to Montauk 
Lighthouse walking 8 miles 
each way telephoning in to 
the comcenter to report 
location and sightings and 
walking the 8 miles back in 
all weather and hours of 
the day and night.These 
routine patrols were 
usually tedious however 
one night at the next 
station down the beach 
from Ditch Plains, the 
reality of the threat of war 
and invasion was brought 
to national attention: 

 

 [SN 2/c John Cullen, who helped foil one of two Nazi 
sabotage teams that were sent to the United States in 1942.  
Cullen discovered the saboteurs, who had landed on a Long 
Island beach from their submarine U-202, during his six-mile 
patrol from Coast Guard Station Amagansett.  He 
immediately reported the incident to his superiors; they then 
contacted the FBI.  Neither sabotage team was successful 
and all of the Nazi agents were captured.] From www.uscg.mil/ history  

 



 
Noman carrying his “Rizon” with 20 round clip and 75 rounds ammo. 

 
There were times however that 
made the routine worthwhile and 
the camaraderie went a long way 
toward making memorable 
moments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Norman in an effort to advance in rate accepted an offered to go to Electrician’s 
Mate School which at the time was in Groton, CT. His training lasted 16 weeks 
and he earned an overall grade of 89.92. After graduation as a Third Class 
Electrician Mate he was transferred to New Orleans, LA and assigned to Ingalls 
Ship Yard in Decator, AL where he worked to complete the wiring of US ARMY 
Freight Supply Ship FS-395. 

 

FP-343 reclassified as FS-343 Naval Historical Center Photo Collection, Photo # NH 74691 titled:"U.S. Army ship FP-343 underway, 
1944"  

  

While in the shipyard he was barracked in a rooming house in Decatur. Once the 
vessel was commissioned they sailed to Long 
Beach CA via the Panama Canal and prepared 
for deployment overseas in the Pacific 
Campaign.  While in California Norman and his 
shipmates took advantage of their liberty time 
and visited Hollywood. 



Leaving home and country behind Norman like many others in the FS Fleet left 
Long Beach and sailed on into harms way in the Pacific. 

Center: Tom Chappele, 1st Engineer of FS-553, ca. 1944-45 Right: Typhoon. Photos: Tom Chappele via his son Ken.  

The transit was uneventful with the 
exception of the traditional crossing of the 
equator ritual.  SHELLBACK’s one and all. 
 

Here is Neptune and his court, a motley crew indeed 
 

 
 
During the Pacific Campaign FS-395 
supplied numerous islands including Leyte,  
New Guinea, and others around the 
Philippines with stores and ammo.  
  
 
 
 
 



Norman received notoriety by being featured in his local hometown newspaper 
The Fall River Herald when they published a valiant picture of him carrying a 
captured Japanese Rifle. The Coast Guard Press release reads as follows: 

  
      

 
Norman in New Guinea 
 

Swimcall 
somewhere in Philippines 1945 
     Norman featured with captured Japanese Rifle 



Upon his return from the Pacific he was posted at CG Receiving Station Mt. 
Rainer, Ordinance Depot Tacoma WA. From there he had to endure a week long 
train ride prior to discharge from Separation Center #1 
Boston, MA on 24 November 1945 returning home 
unannounced to his surprised wife Emma on Thanksgiving 
Day, a truly thankful day for the entire Taylor family. 
 
 
 

 

 

     
 



During his three years of Coast Guard service EM2 Norman Taylor received the 
following Campaign Medals, 
Decorations and Awards:  

 American Theater of War Medal
  

 Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal 

 World War II Victory Medal 

 Coast Guard Good Conduct Medal   

 Philippine Liberation Medal  
 
 
 
 
 
After his separation from the Coast Guard, Norman became a Postal Clerk in 
Providence, RI, and together with his wife Emma raised two children, Carol Ann 
and William Norman, eventually retiring in 1986. They currently reside in 
Tiverton, Rhode Island in a home that overlooks the Sakonnet River, 
Narragansett Bay and the Atlantic Ocean from which he has never drifted far.  
 
In dedication of this memoir “Fair winds and following seas” to Norman and all 
those who served the Coast Guard and nation so nobly “SEMPER PARATUS”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Compiled 12/8/04 by Mark Toomey CWO2, USCG Ret. 


