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Cinema -- o r ,  i f  one p r e f e r s ,  t h e  motion p i c t u r e s  -- 
i s  l i k e  a b ig  t r e e  wi th  many branches.  

The Hollywood movie i s  on ly  one of t h e  branches 
of  t h i s  huge t r e e .  There a r e  o t h e r  equa l ly  green 
branches:  t h e  branch of  t h e  documentary f i lm;  t h e  
branch of  t h e  avantgarde o r  p o e t i c  f i lm:  t h e  branch 
of t h e  home movie and t h e  an th ropo log ica l  f i l m ;  e t c  

This  multi-branched n a t u r e  of  cinema s h o u l d n ' t  be 
f o r g o t t e n  when we t a l k  about  p re se rva t ion  of  ou r  moving 
image h e r i t a g e .  

Another t h i n g  t o  remember i s  t h a t  each of t h e s e  
branches has very  s t r o n g  advocates ,  I would even say ,  
f a n a t i c s ,  who w i l l  i n s i s t ,  and very pe r suas ive ly  
sometimes, t h a t  t h e i r  branch i s  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  
m a t t e r s .  

An example: I f  one would e s t i m a t e  t h e  importance 
of motion p i c t u r e s  i n  our c u l t u r e ,  o r  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
today,  by what ' s  annua l ly  voted i n t o  t h e  Nat ional  Film 
Reg i s t ry ,  one would conclude t h a t  commercial, Hollywood 
movies c o n s t i t u t e  9 5 %  of  what ' s  important  t o  
p re se rve  o r  s e e  from a l l  t h a t  was done i n  t h e  p a s t  
o r  i s  beinq done today i n  t h e  medium of  moving 
images. 

Fu ture  gene ra t ions  w i l l  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what 
kind of movies made us laugh,  c r y ,  o r  c r i n g e .  But 
equa l ly  t h e  f u t u r e  gene ra t ions ,  s t u d e n t s  and 
s c h o l a r s  w i l l  be search ing  f o r  v i s u a l  documents of ou r  
d a i l y  l i f e ,  t h e  movies t h a t  recorded our  d a i l y  
a c t i v i t i e s :  our  weddings, ou r  b i r t hday  p a r t i e s ,  ou r  
c h i l d r e n  growing up -- yes ,  our  home movies! And a l s o  
our  more pub l i c  a c t i v i t i e s  -- our  governments, 
our  wars, our  ozone ho le s ,  ou r  t r a v e l s  i n t o  o u t e r  space -- 
t h e  work of our  moving image j o u r n a l i s t s .  

And then ,  a f t e r  t h e y ' l l  have seen a l l  t h e  melodramas 
of a l l  t h e  Hollywoods, and a l l  t h e  documents of r e a l  
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l i f e ,  t h e y ' l l  be s u r p r i s e d  and e l a t e d  t o  s ee  t h e  work 
of our  f i l m  poe t s ,  t h e  work of our  avantgarde f i lm-  
makers, s i ng ing  i n  t h e i r  work t h e  complex beauty of 
t h e  world we l i v e  i n .  They w i l l  s ee  t h a t  we were 
i n t e r e s t e d  no t  on ly  i n  v io l ence ,  guns,  sex ,  drugs  and 
c i r c u s :  they w i l l  s e e  t h e  human s p i r i t  move i n t o  more 
s u b t l e  a e s t h e t i c  and s p i r i t u a l  spheres ,  and they  
w i l l  be u p l i f t e d  and t r a n s p o r t e d  i n t o  t h o s e  spheres  
themselves -- a s  we a l l  a r e  by t h e  works of t h e  g r e a t  
poe t s  of  t h e  p a s t .  

One more t h i n g  I would l i k e  t o  say o r  s t r e s s ,  regard ing  
t h e  p re se rva t ion  of our  moving image h e r i t a g e :  
We should no t  e n t r u s t  it e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  a r c h i v i s t s .  
We have today i n  United S t a t e s  over 1200 u n i v e r s i t i e s  and 
c o l l e g e s  teach ing  f i lm .  We have a s o l i d  body of f i l m  
h i s t o r i a n s  and s c h o l a r s  who a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  a l l  t h e  
branches of t h i s  huge t r e e  c a l l e d  cinema. The i r  imput 
i s  v i t a l  i n  dec id ing  t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  of  what should be 
preserved from each of  t h e s e  branches.  


