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F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1993 

M r .  S t e v e  L e g g e t t  
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
i.lBRS D i v i s i o n  
Washington,  D .  C .  

FEB 8 1993 

Dear M r .  L e g q e t t :  

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  your  December communicat ion r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  " N a t i o n a l  F i lm  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Act of  1992".  

Be fo re  a n s w e r i n g  your  q u e s t i o n s  t a r g e t e d  a t  f i l m  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  l e t  
m e  s a y  t h a t  C i n e r i c ,  I n c .  i s  v e r y  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s e n d i n g  a  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  your  h e a r i n g s  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  i n  
t h e  r e a l m  of i t s  e x p e r t i s e  and e x p e r i e n c e .  

C i n e r i c  i s  a c o r p o r a t i o n  whose o n l y  b u s i n e s s  i s  f i l m  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  
The company h a s  been on t h e  l e a d i n g  edge  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  f o r  t h e  b e s t  
p a r t  of t h e  l a s t  decade .  

C i n e r i c  was o r g a n i z e d  i n  1982, i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1983 and set up 
t e c h n i c a l l y  a s  a n  o p t i c a l  house w i t h  i t s  p r imary  b u s i n e s s  be ing  t h e  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  of a l l  o f  T e c h n i c o l o r ' s  o p t i c a l  p r i n t i n g  and w e t g a t e  
d u p l i c a t i o n  needs  on t h e  E a s t  c o a s t .  

Through t h e  midd le  and l a t e  e i g h t i e s ,  a s  o p t i c a l  work i n  g e n e r a l  
d r i e d  up and T e c h n i c o l o r ' s  n e e d s  f o r  o p t i c a l  p r i n t i n g  and w e t  
d u p l i c a t i o n  d i n i n s h e d ,  C i n e r i c  l ooked  f o r  a new marke t  t o  a p p l y  
i t s  t e c h n i c a l  acumen. 

FILM PRESERVATION-RESTORATION 

I t  t u r n e d  o u t  C i n e r i c  had t h e  p e r f e c t  combina t ion  of e x p e r t i s e  and 
s t a f f  t o  e n t e r  t h e  f i e l d .  

1. A s t r o n g  background i n  o p t i c a l  s p e c i a l  e f f e c t s  and s t e p  
p r i n t i n g .  A t h o r o u g h  knowledge of o p t i c s ,  l i g h t ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
and r e p e a t a b i l i t y .  

2 .  A c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of l a b o r a t o r y  p r o c e d u r e s  and h a n d l i n g  
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  problems of f e a t u r e  l e n g t h  mot ion  p i c t u r e s .  

3 .  A s t a f f  w i t h  v e r s a t i l e  t e c h n i c a l  backgrounds such  a s  f i l m ,  
mechan ics ,  and e l e c t r o n i c s  a l l  of whom had two common 
i n t e r e s t s .  Moving media and t h e  emerging  computer/PC 
t e c h n o l o g i e s .  

( c o n t ' d .  ) 
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A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  above combina t ion  of s t r e n g t h s  C i n e r i c  deve loped  
i t s  u n i q u e  one p a s s  sys tem.  A f t e r  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i l m  o n c e ,  
whether  on 3 s t r i p e  n e g s ,  a u t o s e l e c t  m a s t e r s ,  E K ,  Techn i scope  o r  
f i l m s  of any  f o r m a t / p o l a r i t y ,  a n  u n l i m i t e d  set of  c o r r e c t i o n s  c a n  
be  made f o r  t i m i n g  and r e g i s t r a t i o n s  p r o d u c i n g  a f i r s t  p r i n t  o f f  
t h e  sys tem s u r p a s s i n g  i n  q u a l i t y  t h e  s i x t h  o r  s e v e n t h  a n s w e r - p r i n t  
a.t stan?!ard f ? ~ c i l i t i e s ;  t h u s  e l i n i n a t i n ?  t h e  t r e l e n z ? o l ~ s  amount cF 
wear and t e a r  n o r m a l l y  o l d  f i l m s  a r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o .  

I t  was o u r  in-house  s t a f f  t h a t  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  
f i r m  deve loped  a f u l l  emers ion  p i n  r e g i s t e r e d  l i q u i d  g a t e  sys tem 
t h a t  i s  a d j u s t a b l e  t o  any  s h r i n k a g e .  

C i n e r i c  h a s  k e p t  a b r e a s t  w i t h  new t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  h a s  compute r i zed  
i t s  equipment  and b u i l t  i n t e r a c t i v e  sys t ems  t h a t  make work f l o w  
f a s t e r  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  and a c c u r a c y .  

A t  p r e s e n t ,  w i t h  a s t a f f  of a dozen  p e o p l e  t h e  company h a s  doub led  
i t s  o u t p u t  s i n c e  t h e  m i d - e i g h t i e s  d o i n g  work of  much h i g h e r  c a l i b e r  
ma tch ing  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  of  companies  m u l t i p l e  i t s  s i z e .  

C i n e r i c  i s  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  new d i g i t a l  s c a n n e r  t e c h n o l o g i e s  t i e d  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  computers .  Our company i s  c o n t i n u o u s l y  e x p e r i m e n t i n g ,  
l e a r n i n g  and b u i l d i n g .  We b e l i e v e  t h o s e  companies  t h a t  c a n n o t  i n -  
t e r p r e t  o u t d a t e d  l a b o r a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s  i n t o  new t e c h n o l o g y ,  w i l l  n o t  
be p a r t  of t h e  f u t u r e .  

While p r e s e r v a t i o n  i s  our  o n l y  b u s i n e s s ,  done e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  ma jo r  
mot ion  p i c t u r e  companies ,  we need no  i n c e n t i v e  t o  s e r v i c e  museums 
and n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  - o n l y  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y .  

B a l a z s  Nyar i  \ 
P r e s i d e n t  


