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L i b r a r y  of  Congress  
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Washington,  D . C .  20540 
ATT: S t e v e  L e g g e t t  

March 1 4 ,  1993 

Dear Board Members: 

As a p r o f e s s i o n a l  media r e s e a r c h e r  f o r  f i l m  and  t e l e v i s i o n  ~ r o d u c t i o n s  I 
have E o n t r i b u t e d  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t a r i e s  s u c h  a s  ~ i t h i n ~ ~ h e s e  Wal ls :  A 
V i s i t  t o  t h e  White  House,  The Grea t  Upset  of  1948 ,  and b i o g r a p h i e s  of 
Marian Anderson,  Dwight Eisenhower,  H e r b e r t  Hoover ,  Benjamin Spock,  L a r r y  
A d l e r ,  and A .  P h i l i p  Randolph. A s  a media s c h o l a r  w i t h  25 y e a r s  of  
e x p e r i e n c e  u s i n g  t h e  media m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l ,  I a u t h o r e d  
two of  t h e  S c h o l a r ' s  Guides  s p o n s o r e d  by t h e  Woodrow Wilson C e n t e r  a t  t h e  
Smi thsonian  I n s t i t u t i o n .  

I want my v o i c e  added t o  t h o s e  demanding t h a t  p u b l i c  f u n d i n g  of  f i l m  
p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  c a t a l o g i n g ,  and s t o r a g e  c a r r y  w i t h  i t  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  make 
t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  wide  a u d i e n c e s .  I t  i s  a s c a n d a l  t h a t  t h e r e  
have  been d e e d s  of  g i f t  which gave  a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
t o  t h e  t a x p a y e r s  and a l m o s t  a l l  b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  d o n o r s .  S c h o l a r l y  u s e  i s  a 
b e n e f i t  f o r  t h e  t a x p a y e r s  b u t  how many s c h o l a r s  e a c h  week wish  o n l y  t o  
view f i l m s ?  

Grea t  numbers of  Americans spend t h e i r  t i m e ,  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  d o l l a r s ,  and 
t h e i r  c a b l e  f e e s  on h i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t a r i e s .  The c h o i c e  of f i l m  c l i p s  of 
t h e  p a s t  ... b o t h  from f a c t u a l  and f i c t i o n a l  p r o d u c t i o n s  . . .  i s  l i m i t e d  by 
r e s t r i c t i v e  ag reemen t s .  The c o n c e r n  h e r e  i s  t h a t  some o f  t h o s e  ag reemen t s  
c o v e r  m a t e r i a l s  which t a x p a y e r s  a r e  p a y i n g  t o  p r e s e r v e .  

The L i b r a r y  of  Congress  and o t h e r  f i l m  a r c h i v e s  which r e c e i v e  f e d e r a l  
funds  s h o u l d  b e  p r o u d e s t  of  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  which  g e t  o u t  and i n t o  mass 
c i r c u l a t i o n .  They s h o u l d  b e  r emind ing  t h e  t a x p a y e r s  t h a t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  a r e  
a d d i n g  t o  t h e  r i c h n e s s  and a c c u r a c y  of  t h e  images  i n  t e l e v i s i o n  and 
c l a s s room d o c u m e n t a r i e s  which i n  many c a s e s  a r e  t h e  h i s t o r y  t e a c h e r s  of 
t oday .  

The re  i s  a c o n s t i t u e n c y  o u t  t h e r e ,  r e a d y  t o  f i g h t  t o  p r e s e r v e  o u r  media 
11  h e r i t a g e  i f  i t  c a n  be shown t h a t  t h e  c a u s e  i s  . . . p  romot ing  b road  p u b l i c  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  ..." ( T w e n t i e t h  Century  Music C o r p o r a t i o n  v s .  Aiken ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

SmiL 
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