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March 9, 1993 

L i b r a r y  o f  Congress 
101 Independence Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20540 
U.S.A. 

A t ten t ion :  Mr .  Oavid Francis 

Dear S i r  o r  Madam: 

I n  response t o  the  poss ib le  cutbacks t h a t  w i l l  a f f e c t  t he  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  e a r l y  
n i t r a t e  ( o r  any other!  f i l m s ,  as dedicated and i n t e r e s t e d  s i l e n t  f i l m  patrons, 
we be l i eve  i t  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  cont inue t h i s  work. These f i l m s  are of g rea t  
value h i s t o r i c a l l y  and are important  t o  groups such as soc io log i s t s ,  
h i s t o r i a n s  and f i l m  students, j u s t  t o  name a few. 

To a l l o w  such an important  p a r t  o f  American a r t / c u l t u r e  t o  disappear i s  
tantamount t o  book burning. It i s  a v i s u a l  record  o f  the past  seen from the 
vantage p c i n t  o f  t he  f u t u r e  and a l lows people t o  study i t  o b j e c t i v e l y  from 
every p o i n t  o f  view. Examples would be of how men, women, p o l i t i c s ,  ideas, 
and many o ther  aspects o f  l i f e  were por t rayed i n  f i l m s  and what has changed 
s ince  then and what has remained the  same. 

As members o f  t h e  Toronto F i l m  Society  we are  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  see many s i l e n t  
f i l m s  here i n  Toronto as w e l l  as a t  seminars i n  Sutton, Ontario; Rochester and 
Syracuse, New York. 

We hope t h a t  your  government w i l l  consider a l l o c a t i n g  enough funds t o  cont inue 
a t  a r a t e  f a s t  enough t o  preserve as many f i l m s  as possib le.  

Yours very t r u l y ,  
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