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R E :  Cu r ren t  s t a t e  o f  f i l m    reservation a t  Western Cine 

Western C ine F i l m  Labora to ry  o f  Denver, Colorado has f o r  
t h e  p a s t  decade, been ex t reme ly  a c t i v e  i n  mot ion  p i c t u r e  f i l m  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  and r e s t o r a t i o n .  95% o f  ou r  work i s  i n  t h e  a rea  
o f  f i l m  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  a l t hough  we have worked m i n i m a l l y  w i t h  
smal l  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  Our l a b  has worked w i t h  Columbia 
P i c t u r e s  (Sony E n t e r t a i n m e n t ) ,  Un i ve r sa l  P i c t u r e s ,  The 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Museum o f  Photo a t  George Eastman House, 
Southern Me thod i s t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  and t h e  Arch ives  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  
New York,  as w e l l  as independent  producers  and o t h e r  c l i e n t s .  
We work i n  bo th  35mm and 16mm b lack  and w h i t e  and c o l o r ,  and 
we hand le  bo th  n i t r a t e  and s a f e t y  f i l m  base on a r e g u l a r  
b a s i s .  

We pe rce i ved  an expanding market  i n  t h e  f i l m  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
f i e l d  i n  t h e  mid 8 0 ' s .  The con f idence  we had i n  our  s k i l l e d  
t e c h n i c i a n s  a l l owed  us t o  c u l t i v a t e  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
Columbia P i c t u r e s ,  r e s t o r i n g  n i t r a t e  f e a t u r e s .  From t h a t  
success we grew i n t o  a f u l l - s e r v i c e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  l a b o r a t o r y .  

Over t h e  years  we have acqu i r ed  and f a b r i c a t e d  
s p e c i a l i z e d  equipment f o r  h a n d l i n g  aged and shrunken o r i g i n a l  
and p r i n t .  I t i s  t r u l y  a s p e c i a l i z e d  t a s k  and one t h a t  we 
pursue w i t h  g r e a t  p r i d e  and d e d i c a t i o n .  

We b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  of paramount importance t h a t  t h e  
r e s t o r a t i o n  movement grow bo th  i n  terms o f  l o c a t i n g  
s i g n i f i c a n t  p roduc t  and budget  sources.  Each month we no te  an 
a l a rm ing  i nc rease  i n  t h e  number o f  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  show s i g n s  
of  v inegar  syndrome and s e p a r a t i o n  o f  emuls ion f rom t h e  f i l m  
base. These e f f e c t s  con t i nue  t o  i nc rease  t h e  speed o f  
d e t e r i o r a t i o n .  The problems a r e  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  mot ion  p i c t u r e  
f i l m s  b u t  w i t h  magnet ic  m a t e r i a l s  as w e l l .  
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I n  most cases i t  i s  t o o  l a t e  t o  cons ide r  b e t t e r  s t o rage  
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  f i l m  t h a t  i s  ove r  40 years  o l d .  C e r t a i n l y  we 
shou ld  p r o v i d e  a p roper  envi ronment  f o r  newer r e l eases  t o  
d e f e r  o t h e r  r e s t o r a t i o n  needs i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

Phys i ca l  damage t o  f i l m  i s  a common problem and i t  i s  
always necessary t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  f i l m  ve ry  c a r e f u l l y  be fo re  
r unn ing  i t  th rough  t h e  machinery i n  t h e  l a b .  R ips ,  sp rocke t  
damage, weak s p l i c e s ,  su r f ace  d i r t  and d e p o s i t s  o f  a l l  k i n d s  
a r e  encountered and o n l y  exper ienced t e c h n i c i a n s  can 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  cope w i t h  t h e  range o f  problems each p r o j e c t  
e n t a i  1s. 

Three s t r i p  c o l o r  o r i g i n a l s  and p o s i t i v e s  a re  a l s o  
showing s i g n s  o f  ag ing  and new i n t e rmed ia tes  shou ld  be 
prepared b e f o r e  ou r  p r i c e l e s s  c o l o r  h e r i t a g e  i s  f u r t h e r  
compromised. Our exper ience  has been t h a t  o p t i c a l  s t e p  
p r i n t i n g  on wet shrunken f i l m  movements i s  t h e  b e s t  way t o  
ach ieve maximum q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  Techn i co l o r ,  
C ineco lo r  and o t h e r  c o l o r  systems. 


