
 

 
 

Department of Defense 
 

DIRECTIVE 
 

 
 

NUMBER 5111.17 
October 29, 2008 

 
DA&M 

 
SUBJECT:  Assistant Secretary of Defense for Asian and Pacific Security Affairs (ASD(APSA)) 
 
References: (a) Sections 113 and 138 of title 10, United States Code 
 (b) Deputy Secretary of Defense Memorandum, “Delegation of Authority,” 

November 30, 2006 
 (c) DoD Instruction 5025.01, “DoD Directives Program,” October 28, 2007 
 (d) DoD Instruction 8910.01, “Information Collection and Reporting,” March 6, 

2007 
(e) DoD Directive 5530.3 “International Agreements,” June 11, 1987 

 
 
1.  PURPOSE.  Pursuant to the authority vested in the Secretary of Defense under Reference (a) 
and the Delegation of Authority under Reference (b), this Directive assigns the responsibilities 
and functions, relationships, and authorities of the ASD(APSA), as prescribed herein. 
 
 
2.  APPLICABILITY.  This Directive applies to the OSD, the Military Departments, the Office 
of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Joint Staff, the Combatant Commands, the 
Office of the Inspector General of the Department of Defense, the Defense Agencies, the DoD 
Field Activities, and all other organizational entities within the Department of Defense (hereafter 
referred to collectively as the “DoD Components”). 
 
 
3.  RESPONSIBILITIES AND FUNCTIONS.  The ASD(APSA) is the principal advisor to the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy (USD(P)) and the Secretary of Defense on international 
security strategy and policy on issues of DoD interest that relate to the nations and international 
organizations of the Asian and Pacific regions, their governments, and defense establishments 
and for oversight of security cooperation programs, including Foreign Military Sales, in these 
regions.  The regions and countries of focus for the ASD(APSA) are identified in the Enclosure.  
In this capacity, the ASD(APSA) shall: 
 

a.  Conduct and manage day-to-day, multilateral, regional, and bilateral defense relations 
with all foreign governments in the assigned area of responsibility. 
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b.  Develop regional security and defense strategy and policy, provide advice, and issue 
guidance to translate global and functional policies into regional-specific country strategies; and 
oversee their implementation in coordination with the appropriate DoD officials. 

 
c.  For assigned areas of responsibility, develop, coordinate, and oversee the implementation 

of: 
 
(1)  Defense policy and management of defense and military relations. 
 
(2)  Policy, plans, and activities, as well as uses of DoD resources engaged in 

encouraging the development of military capabilities; encouraging constitutional democracy and 
respect for human rights, including civilian control of the military; institutionalizing an 
appropriate role for the military in a constitutional democracy; and encouraging the development 
of standards of military professionalism that promote respect for elected civilian authorities and 
human rights. 

 
(3)  DoD regional and country-specific policy and recommendations concerning security 

cooperation programs and organizations, including Foreign Military Sales, International Military 
Education and Training, and other missions pertaining to security cooperation, in coordination 
with the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Global Security Affairs, who has policy oversight for 
individual programs.   

 
d.  Represent the USD(P) and the Secretary of Defense in interagency policy deliberations 

and international negotiations relating to assigned areas of responsibility. 
 
e.  Participate in those planning, programming, budgeting, and execution activities that relate 

to assigned areas of responsibility. 
 
f.  Perform such other duties as the USD(P) or the Secretary of Defense may prescribe. 

 
 
4.  RELATIONSHIPS 
 

a.  In the performance of assigned functions and responsibilities, the ASD(APSA) shall serve 
under the authority, direction, and control of the Secretary of Defense, through the USD(P), and 
shall: 

 
(1)  Report directly to the USD(P). 
 
(2)  Coordinate and exchange information with other OSD officials, the Heads of the 

DoD Components, and Federal officials having collateral or related functions. 
 
(3)  Use existing systems, facilities, and services of the Department of Defense and other 

Federal agencies, when possible, to avoid duplication and to achieve maximum efficiency and 
economy. 
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b.  Other OSD officials and the Heads of the DoD Components shall coordinate with the 
ASD(APSA) on all matters under their purview related to the responsibilities and functions 
stated herein. 

 
c.  Nothing herein shall be interpreted to subsume or replace the responsibilities, functions, or 

authorities of the Heads of DoD Components as prescribed by law. 
 
 
5.  AUTHORITIES.  The ASD(APSA) is hereby delegated the authority to: 
 
 a.  Issue DoD Instructions, DoD Manuals, and one-time Directive-Type Memorandums, 
consistent with DoD Instruction 5025.01 (Reference (c)), that implement policy approved by the 
Secretary of Defense or the USD(P) in assigned areas of responsibility.  Instructions to the 
Military Departments shall be issued through the Secretaries of the Military Departments.  
Instructions to the Combatant Commands normally shall be communicated through the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
 
 b.  Obtain reports and information, consistent with DoD Instruction 8910.01 (Reference (d)), 
as necessary to carry out assigned responsibilities and functions. 

 
c.  Communicate directly with the Heads of the DoD Components as necessary to carry out 

assigned responsibilities and functions, including transmitting requests for advice and assistance. 
 
(1)  Communications to the Military Departments shall be transmitted through the 

Secretaries of the Military Departments or their designees, or as otherwise provided in law or 
directed by the Secretary of Defense in other DoD issuances. 

 
(2)  Formal communications to the Commanders of the Combatant Commands normally 

shall be transmitted through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.   
 
 d.  Communicate with other U.S. Government officials, representatives and members of the 
Legislative Branch, members of the public, and representatives of foreign governments, as 
appropriate, in carrying out assigned responsibilities.  Communications with representatives and 
members of the Legislative Branch shall be coordinated with the Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Legislative Affairs or the Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller)/Chief Financial Officer, 
Department of Defense, as appropriate, and be consistent with the DoD Legislative Program, as 
appropriate.  
 
 e.  Negotiate and conclude international agreements in areas of assigned responsibility, in 
accordance with DoD Directive 5530.3 (Reference (e)) and in coordination with the General 
Counsel of the Department of Defense. 
 
 
6.  RELEASABILITY.  UNLIMITED.  This Directive is approved for public release.  Copies 
may be obtained through the Internet from the DoD Issuances Web Site at 
http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives. 
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7.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Directive is effective immediately. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosure  
 Regional and Country Focus of ASD(APSA) 
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  ENCLOSURE 5

ENCLOSURE 
 

REGIONAL AND COUNTRY FOCUS OF ASD(APSA)  
 

 
The alignment of individual countries under the focus of the ASD(APSA) and the other ASDs 
with regional responsibilities is subject to adjustment by the USD(P).  Such adjustments shall be 
accomplished by administrative changes pursuant to Reference (b). 
 

a.  East Asia.  Includes China, Hong Kong, Japan, Mongolia, North Korea, South Korea, and 
Taiwan. 

 
b.  South and Southeast Asia.  Includes Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei, Burma, 

Cambodia, Diego Garcia (in conjunction with the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
International Security Affairs), East Timor, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Kiribati, Laos, Malaysia, 
Maldives, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Nepal, New Zealand, Palau, Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines, Samoa, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, 
and Vietnam. 

 
c.  Central Asia.  Includes Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 
 


