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BALTIMORE, MD – From October 19 to 27, the Baltimore-based 
World Trade Center Institute played host to four young technology 
leaders from universities across Russia. The delegates’ U.S. visit began 
with an orientation in Washington, DC, during which they met with an 
aide to Maryland Rep. Elijah Cummings and sat for an interview with 
the Voice of America Russian Service. Then the group delved into Mary-
land’s experience with innovation in higher education, the transfer of 
technology from lab to market, and intellectual property protection. The 
delegates also shared their own technology expertise and ideas with pre-

senters at the Baltimore City 
Mayor’s Office of Informa-
tion Technology and the 
Maryland Technology  
Development Corporation 
(TEDCO). And potential col-
laborations were identified 
with the Emerging Technology Center business incubator, the Johns Hop-
kins University Technology Transfer Office, and the University of Mary-
land Division of Research.  

According to facilitator Yaroslav Pisarev, an associate linguistics profes-
sor, one of the group’s most lasting impressions was that personal initiative 
is crucial to implementing change. The delegation’s Maryland visit is illus-
trated in photos posted on Facebook at http://on.fb.me/RECgk7. 

2013 Grantees  

The Open World Leadership Center is pleased to announce its 2013 Civic Hosting Program grantees, listed below ac-
cording to their assigned Center program manager. Local host coordinators are welcome to contact and introduce them-
selves to the Center program manager who works with their grantee. 

 

Vera DeBuchananne (vdeb@openworld.gov): Cambridge-Yerevan Sister City Association, Inc. (CYSCA) • Council 
of International Programs Chicago (CIP Chicago) • International Rule of Law Consortium (IROLC) • Linkages of 
Rochester, Inc. • Rotary International • World Services of La Crosse, Inc.  

 

Lewis Madanick (lmad@openworld.gov): Council of International Programs USA (CIPUSA) • Friendship Force  
International • Friendship Force of Greater Lansing • Georgia to Georgia Foundation, Inc. • Graduate School USA • 
Greater Portland - Russian Sister City Project (The Archangel Committee) • International Affairs Council of North 
Carolina • Keystone Human Services International (KHSI) • Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of America • U.S.-Ukraine 
Foundation 

 

Jeffrey Magnuson (jmag@openworld.gov): Caidres Foundation • FHI 360 • Hosting International • Supporters of 
Civil Society in Russia  

The Russian participants walk to the Digital Har-
bor Foundation for American-style networking at 
a Baltimore EdTech Meetup event. 

During a site visit to ABET, an accreditation agency 
for U.S. engineering and technology programs, the 
Russian participants meet with ABET International 
Relations Manager Daniela Iacona (third from 
right).  
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