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Bay d l r y  ~ a l i f h i d ,  ewly IE(20ar. 

R d l  the Old Chariot Along, Singer Unknown. 
Bay Area, California, early 1920a 

A2 Old Ninety Sewn. Sung by Fred Lewey in 
Concord, N.C. October 15,1925. 

AS The Old Gray Mare, Haitatjw Blues, and Mot  
A-Gwnna Lay My Religion Down. Sung by 
Bascom Lamar Lunsford in Asheville, N.C., 
O d b e r  19,1925, 

A4 Brother Jonah. Susg by James G. Stikeleather 
in Ashville, N.C., November 11, 1926. 

Georgie. Sung by Nancy Weaver Stikeleather 
in Asheville, N.C., November 11,1926. 

A6 Isaac Meddler, Mississippi Sawyer, and Sally 
Goodin. Played on Addle by John W. Dillon in 
AsheviIle, N.C., October 22, 1925. 

A6 Old Granny Hare. Sung by W. E. Bird in 
Cullowhee, N.C., October 28,1925. 

A7 Single Girl. Sung by Julius Sutton in Dillsboro, 
N.C., October 28,1925. 

A8 Prisoner's Song. Sung by Ernest Helton in 
Biltmore, N.C., November 20,1925, accompanied 
on banjo. 

A9 Let's Go to Bury. Sung by Rev. A. B. Holly in 
Brickton, N.C., December 14,1926. 

SIDE B 
81 Deep Down In My Heart. Sung by W. M. (Billy) 

Givens in Darien, Ga., March 19,1926. 

Jersns is My Only Friend. Sung by Bessie Shaw 
in Oakhill, Ga., April 10,1926. 

Glory to Gad, My Son's Come Horn& Sung by 
J. D. Purdy near Darien, Ga., ca. 1926, 

B2 01'Man Satm/Drive 01' Satan Away and Finger 
Ring. Sung by Mary C. Mann in Darien, Ga., 
April 12, 1926. 

33 Blow Boys Blow (1). Sung by J. A. S. Spencer 
in Darien, Ga. [?I ,  May 11,1926. 
Blow Boys Blow (2) and Haul Away. Sung.by 
A. Wilkins, Eastern U.S., ea. 1930-32. 

B4 The Wabon. Sung by Ben Harney in Philadelphia, 
Pa., September 8,1925. 

B5 Milk White Steed and Mulberry Hill. Sung by 
Nellie Galt H Louisville, Ky., ea. 1928 I?]. 

B6 Yes Ma'am (134 Time Quiz] an&All God's 
Children Got to Humble Down. Sung by 
Betty Bush Winger in Point Pleasant, W.Va., 
ca. 1991-32. 

B7 w. cordon Tbting m,pmenr Recorded D u p l i c o t i ~ g  .Gordon's original ~ylindcrs 'onto tape in tha R~cord i~g  Laboratory of the Library of in Washington, D.C., Jmnrrrg 1932. Coiagress, From lef t  t o  d g h t :  Rob& B. C a m e ,  Head, R e c d d  Samd Ssetim; De bwa G, 
38 Cmey Jones. Sung by -cia H. Abbot in godisk; Prof essw NdE V. Roeertbe~g, Mmordal Umiversit8 of Nvwfoosdhmi; and E r i k  Braoly, 

. Chaxlo*sviUe, Va,, ,March 24> 1932. .L ,6 eta# maheem: :Photo by  Cml F W ~ C J Q ~ W P ,  J w e  1978. 



Foreword 

J uly 1, 1978, marked t ' e  fiftieth rsnniveraary 
of the Archive of Folk:&@@ in tfie Library 
of Cowress. We *re ,c;elebmkhg. +he semi? 

centennial year with a appwiunr. +nd an exhibe 
on the are hive'^ hiatow, .a spe&Idal.co,nce& bp folk 
muaichs, an axtide for the Libia~$a.,Qwr$erly~ 
Jo%md, and a c~nin&~~ative long:p&iug rn 
cording. Thugbout t h i i  'evebt8 :xi13 he wovw 
the name and ac@rppP~Bmen%~, ir&hi+eyi, 
first director (1928-323, Bobert WWIow Gordbil. 
The rwognition we give Gordon for his Gle in , 

the archiveye b~ginnings nqt ow aerW-.b 8' 
leitmotif for olir fiftie*-year a$ebwti@w bug 
alm publicizes an Am~dwn folklor*.who@ vork 
has been largely pnknpwn, The m o p s  for' Gor- 
don'~ I& of acclaim are, srn1.d. Firs4 he pio- 
neered folkaong, dohmexitation at a time when 
the subj&t was abprecirttsd 6y but a handful of 
apetialiata and &ionado& Second, .his publicrr- 
tions wew 3ew md largely ephemeral ; he refuged 
to camprom-k accuracy wd 8chdarship for mass 
pub$cation and exposure. Finally, federal eupport 
for f W r e  documenbtion and gmrvation was 
tenygua in the late 1920s and arlg 1930~. It took 
ten years, the Depression, and the New Deal to 
assure federally funded mtiyities in faUdore. 

Robert W. Gordo$'~ collection of over h e  
hundred cylinder a d  disc recordings, ten thou-- 
sand song8 in manuscript, and mumerous ephem- 
eral and populai pablications related to folksong 
lay in storage in the Library's Music Division 
stacks far more than Wee &ad=.  The amam- 
pliahmenb of Iater diwtors of thg archive over- 
shadowed the domad tremura of the  archive!^ 
first director. Durihg the 194@ and I96&, few 
scholars were a m  ,of, the' Gordon collection, and 
virtually no one mz&ed wi& M. More aasiduona 
researchers such as Benjamin 4. Bodgin, ,Au&iw 
E. Fife, and D. P. WiIm prnnrd it. Others; 
including Herbert Ed& and emeth S. di'+ ' 
stein were cmimnt .of ~e cdT&tioh id $ d i z e d  
the need to.b@rtg ik t o  light. 

I mew aware 6f *lie great rich= .of the; 
Gardon cd~ection soon after I beg= working af 
the archive in 1063. During the next ten yeam, 
I was able to direct a number of researchers to 
the collection for interesting song tats, often 
predating any other report on the songs in ques- 
tion. OecasionalIy, mholars were provided with 
tape eopiea of particular cylinders for their eom- 

parative a d  3iistoried. .&udies. Thus Gardon 'a 
piopeetfng, efforrts , W - d  - bhe s~bsequent 
. xh~WJ5p  of,AmE.Gwni WqLCbhen,  Jfldith 
N~Cum~jd, t@ p :oth~a. .  ' i , 

bL;,time p a g ~ d , ,  ;ithe -tfchmpiona~' of R,. W. 
!%x.i@ f o w r d ,  ,4q%4 &en sNke of, 

- his a$~gJi# ihxnentaE~~on~~~t  y ~ i a $ $ ~  pe*h&p~ 
fieyr, m&e elo~u+~&la '&an -$n N w  '1 968 at 

, &e Lanqrii'a peeting . l o j ' - ~ e  Arngcae  ,$@ore 
- ' S l a c ? ~  in ~laomington,.~ Ihdiapa. $&re& &o 
'aecxued at the ~nive&iky of ''Oregon, Where 
qordoh'a personal pam Bad Been. .b'Gueathd 
though the auspices of Prof. Arthur Broderrr, 
Gordon's colle@%ue and friend :df many yeara. 
Uhiversijty of Oregon folk!ori&'if. Bpm T&ken 
directed sjudenb ta this ;aoBe&ion once i tww 
housed in the university Hb~wyk s s p ~ ~ I l ~ -  
tiona as part of the Randall V. Milla Nhorial 
Archive of Northwest Folklore .(q. v. G~immj~.  
In 1973 my own efforts to make the &don 

collection more accessible were joined by thoae 
of Debo~a G. Radish, a Llehigh Univerdty under- 
graduate who discovered its variety and extent 
WhiIe on a ballad fersearch project. Sub$equmtly, , 

ae an intern i,n the A d v e  of Folk Song, Kodish 
explored the many baxes of m c r i p t a ,  corre- 
spondence, and index cards. During this period 
and hter while wordpg on her master's degree 
in the Folklore Department of the Memorial 
Univerdty of Newfoundland under the dtrec'tion 
of Prof. Herbert Halpert and Prof. Neil V. Ram- 
berg, she made a number of Eliats. and ipdexw- ' 

and helped to prepare' the rnmu8@ipfa for. p ~ + -  
emation an rnfmofllm, She i n € e ~ m e d  Ibbert 
Godon't daupht,er. Mrs. R b M a  P. G. Ny&.&d 
her fa@lIy iri Shdlotte, North Carolina, and dm 
.a nu~ber  of other 'people ,~roughdut .eke cnunw' 

' 

who "had hi- Goxdoa. Thwe reamhes, which . 
were-suppar@d by g r a b  from Idem&$@ pni; 
vereity, eeulxninaf#'h, a n p x n p 1 . a ~  the&. - ' ' - Ifr 1976'the a d j v e  m ' i $ i f + j o  N w ' N  ,Gr- . 
dm 'cylindem bn ELf@r$inv LaB,ai:&ryBa 
schedule for prm&bt2o$ dy$icatbn tthii,btdq "'" 
discs k d  been'copiecl ank tape b r a 1  yc*s 
before). In preparation for this, two amhive 
interns, Rebecca Martin and Susan J. Grdsb,  
prepared a provisional shelfliitt based on Gordon's 
own card index. The cylinders were copied by 
Mark Schdlhammer under the auperviaion of 
Chief Engineer Robert 3. Carneal. 

~eborra Kodi~lfs &yy#y of:@q#on-@ ~~~~ 
rial University ofp~aw$&&idl&d s ~ - , W v  
Halpert to, order a m& vf th$ &rdo~$ we' f& 
the university's folklore 81:&%e.,mh2&& 
rrnd shelflist mifed in St. Jotul*~, f-j@h*4 
vist NeiI V. Ilo$enh&g a~4i&"ii&'~@'ii @%@@ 
atuamt, Robeit MCGM~' the ~k ' i ~ ~ ~ ~  t6 
and 'further annatating the tagear. lZm&&b&aW 
the new @olklsre Department dire&&, $&&Ji 
S. Goldatein, aaked McCarl ts give &#icphT! 
attention $0, items appropriate for i$er*d on@gI 
LP disc. Goldstein's and 'Ro~nberg's keen In'kfqt 
in a publication of selected @rhn rec&&gs 
dovetailed with ~htemt at tbe Lib- 'of Con+ 
grem in a suitable cammemoration of the mhire'k 
anniversaw. .. Mtial &leekion for Xhe GP was 
energetiially earri;ed oqt by Glbtein Rob; 
berg in Newfoundland and by K & i l  rat We 
Library. Rbmn-berg and Kodiah were on hand for 
a IbaI we duplicsrtioh superviered by Carried 
md a&&d by &&iW Chief EngitXeer JoW 
E. Howell and Erika Brady, BW engheer. 

The intexest and a r t s  of  my people led h 
the concegtion and cqmgletion gf thiq redording. 
Extreme th- are twdered to aveqane who 
ebllaborated in thia ~roject. h addition, we thank 
the ~ipgefs a&d xaa~feirtns who recorded fir R. W. 
Gordon and their niixtrof-kin *ho; rwhei ImM, 
gave us perftlission' to inqhde ~ZecEim m this 
LP. For general encouq@mht,m$ smiflc @d- 
ance, yve are m& indelibd ta '-t4 S, -lit- 
stein, AT& Green, $3mb&t Hdpert, Alan 
Jabhour, 'Bqt Vye, Pbber@ Gatdofi N$h and 
family, and J. Earg W b n .  Gmwul ~ ~ w I -  
ednent  is alm tendered ta L~yaTQom$ ~ n d  Q 
the J a m s  SEkelgther, JE, 'family fprv p l o b  
gr@hs and to .$&=on Guchnh,  Pqmia .Jw 
'Pumnh, F f n E  J. GilFis, H&$ ~j&&$~~.  

Jn, and Cindy Tirgin for the: @is& 
an& with mnofatims, €rakcri@tiom+ ,An$?k%bfi- 
,o+rap%--. - i '  v *aw kwrt w - ~ ~ i ~ w ' ' ~ & & ~  
d e d i g h  Chfa ricdqdkg. . , 

. - : ' 
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JOSEPH C. IUcmxtso~ 
Head, Archive of Folk Song 





Introduction 

BY DEBORA G. KODISH 

of the classruom. He waited table, sold .subscrip- m&d p ~ o f s o s i o d  imtmch 0% ths mitart 
mi, .-fiCrd !-ti&ibr,dinga Qordbn made idle& Biw tions, and took numerous other odd jobs to pay Rob& W. Gwda~:did mt d w i d i r  h i d f  a 

' 

Mad m&krc'h-;btexe'ir.b &d his unu$ud;,&l&$i-: for tuition, books, and inevitably, radio arid m ~ i h  fa his e o w e ~ & # c e , .  he ,re$na+s cw 
, Q ,  , d camem pal*. his inabilitg! t o  c a m  a t u h ~ n  ~ * m ' m  hia 
~ t ~ e t i d s ~  thdo'~e~@$; ,aid kebrli~ jly.  ~ 6 . ~ 4  Gordon began his study of English Iitepatufi ~ M v b g  of "cha~lie S%yd&' (BY) do!# not 
lietening fifty years later, they are perhaps even at ~arvard  in 1006 and remained in Hanard's mbdmtiate. Bangor, Miine, w. 1900. Photo 
more exciting, far time has added another dimen- English Department in varying capacities until courtew Mr. and Mrer, Bert Nye. 

sion, and we appreciate them for what they tell 1916. During this time he crossed paths with 
us &,out the epoch in which they were re~orded many of the scholars who were to play significant 
and about the man who recorded them. roles in the development of American folklore 

Robert Window Gordon was born in Bangor, studies over the next few decades. Although he 
Maine, on September 2,, 18,88. As a youth he was knew these men, Gordon was highly independent. 
frr&inaW with hchnolugy ,and tinkered with Even as a student he was known for the curioaity 
radioe, aimhnes, and emeraa. Later, at Exeter and perspicacity, the thoroughness and perfec- 
and then at -Hmard, he eontimed his technical tionism that were both to bless and to plague 
expwimenb, Althohgh Gordon received a privi- his career. In 1912, while he was teaching litera- 



A fadB osctibg. Whale @ W m t  -at Fhilt;@s 
Eqetdr A m h a y  (IQDX-8i?J, Gotha {m'Ecm.g 
left) l@ed@;#lt*of h & ? & ~ n d 6 ~ 2 & & ~  . 
Nbw J!impahi+e. Phis &I appa~mtly a pgPRatog~q& 
fmvn those times. Note that the back row, where 
Gordm s t a d ,  s e w  to  dew pictu~cre t d w g  with 
BOW w e m m g .  The fmnt m u ,  with i te  maddens 
decked in mn~ilag @ h e ,  wfee pot spo&ng a hat, 
a d  bm~sty wmma~d $~wi?h, set8 a idg hter tme. 
P W c  mtideiq MY, and Mrs. BwE Ny8, 



ture and composition courses under his mentors 
George Lyman Kittredge and Barrett Wendall, 
he met and married Roberta Peter Paul of 
Darien, Georgia. Their only child, a daughter 
named Roberta, was born in 1914 while the 
couple was living in Cambridge. 

Although he had not completed his Pb.D. dis- 
sertation, Gordon accepted the position of assist- 
ant professor of English at the University of 
California at Berkeley and, with his family, 

moved west in 1917. His interests in folksong, A family man. Robert W ,  Gopdon eeated with 
materia1 culture, custom, folk belief, and tech- daaghter Roberta (Mrs. Bert NweJ on his h p .  
nology all bIossomed in the West. Standing, from Ee f t t o  right, Gordon's mot he?-in- 

Although he taught graduate courses in folk- law, Mrs. Paul; wife ,  Roberta; mother, 
lore, supervised theses, and read theoretical family friendJosephifid Brodeu~. Takm 
papers t o  leal~ed societies, Gordon differed e r k e l e ~ ,  Calif om% w. 19gZ- Photo 
greatly from his academic colleagues. Nowhere courtesy MT. and Mrs. Bert Nyr.  
was this more evident than in the matter of 
collecting folksong. While others typicaIly took 
down ljallad texts from graduate studenh, Gordon 



- y IT+.,-. . , : -- :- ,  - -+. L: 
I' 

,, !haw materiala played in.ke development of the 
Mi+ shanty. Re w b  ~uc&mfd in fi ~ d ~ d r k ,  

; . but m&t of his c o n e q w  in ~%rk&'s~&lsh  
a D e m e n t  Pajled b r e i n !  st, I?m uf %em 
hew whak, he waa ildin~ w3be WB~&*& md 

' 
mamy expressed the w i ~ i  ihit he would *end 

fTam4, i a  4n the cmtw of th8 back row, a d  1925 and 1924. his time in more orthodox academic pursuits. 
Frank K a t q ,  the t 2 a h h ~ d  newwpema7a who Durinq his years in California, 1917-24, h r -  Gordon, however, was not inclined to explain his 
hsZped c&acnch ,Gqrdm'g field rscardinp jwojsct, dbn gathered d o r e  than m e  thousand shant"rJ research or his methods. 
h in f r d t  af ~ r o 4 ~ v r  hoUd7ag t h  graup'~ w c o t .  and sea songs, d lemt three hundred of vabich At approximately the same time he began his 
Ca. 1$24. Photo coa~tesg of MY, and M T ~ .  he recrorded eylifider~, d i n g  his tEe largest fieldwork in the Bay Area, Gordon launched a 
Bert Nga. ~oll~ctioa of mari*e songs then in existence. collateral program of long-range research. In 

e n  was not interJted in the sheer number 1923, he began to edit the column "Old Songs 
of ' e t s ;  ins@ he hop@ to le;,am from That Men Have Sung," in the pulp magazjne 
hr$e Goy 'of dhh sopthing of &e role &at Advmture. By printing mnge that bt padera 
A % o - A M ~ P ~ & ~ " ~ E ~ ~ $ ~ ~ o R B  .. , and popuwr *&ref requested and advertising for additional and 







fieId through a contract for a series of articles 
for the New York Times Mugazim (the series 
title provides the title of thia album), a $1,200 
Sheldon traveling fellowship from Harvard, dis- 
counts and donations on equipment from the 
Edison, Ford, and Eastman mmpanies, and loans 
from friends. The variety of his sources of 
support notwithstanding, his resources amounted 
to little, and hia trip trembled constantly on the 
brink of financial disa~ter. Nevertheless, with the 
discovery of plentiful material and willing infor- 
manta, he soon abandoned his original itinerary 

and atxetched one year of fieldwork into four. 
Gordon felt that he was diawtering materia1 that 
s h d  light on the problems af folksong origin and 
development. He collected many versions of par- 
ticular gongs and explored their historical, social, 
and cultural backgrounds. By reconstructing. the 
hidories of specific EongR, Gordon expated to 
gain insights inEo the evolution of folk Iike'ratu~e 
in general. The two versions of "Blow Boys Blow" 
pwsented on side B r d k t  this theoretical 
concern. . , 

Gordon regularly traveled many miles .out of 
his>way to track down a bit of information that 
might aid him in understanding a apeci%c song 
hisbry, On kia way to Asheville, N o i b  Carolha, 
where he intended h-set  up hia drat 6eld atation, 
ha made s detour in wder to interview m d  zeeord 
twa men -who clairried .to be the Authom of "The 
Wreck of. Old $7:' 1.n. 1924, this gong %(~img by 
Vernon Dalhart) had Mom@ the firat hiUbilly 

, . 
Folbongg Q the Times. Thie akstmt&n for 
Gor&rmJa article "The Folk  song^ of A d w :  
Banjo Tunes" appsu~ed in the New York Timea 
Magazise of Janmw 1,1928, ouw the caption, 
"He Bsgiw Wgth One of the More  C h c t d t i c  
Bunja Songs, Slower Q Rhgt hm a d  More 
Lyriml Than Those of the Fiddw!' C o p d g k t  
@ lg98, New York Times Co. Reprinted by 
pmi88dm. 



Thv $sgse& of A$d' f 4, I#W, &m'& Goram&'& mcoxd %a sell. a million copiea. Fred Uwey was 
&@% r l s g ~ d a ~ g  b@k &&4~8 O# $k+ 
Gemgda sea aaast, "The Folk Smg&ay A M m :  

one of f i e  pa@ 'YBO claimed .mthak&ip, and hb 
lii&t&iii? ir$ndi%2ia ,inclnded here; 1Clater b r e d  

flip0 SIIBfltd:' Tire ~ a ) t i ~ i i  ~ W < ~ E a " a m  & % g ~  HiOM~tiOn.~,~BU~ding the eopyllpht ,om=rBfip Mwea h Time." Tb Times mbtb%ed 1 % 
iwt&m&te' of *'Thi Folk Sotifla a f Awtk&dJ bf thi .a#ilig - $-mu& c&%e:h% helm edbbibil 
betwem January W ,  1927, and Jmuuw m9,1998. Gordon's reputation as an expert witness and to 
Tbp.e  ia ~9.easm t o  belieus that in this illastrathn, demonatrab the applicatioh 09 folk lo^ mholar- 
unlike the preceding wee, the Timen staf artist ship to practieal~ affairs. 
Va* Wwueke u m  guided by a photograph Gordon arrived in AshwiUe in October d 
app l i ed  by  Gorhn. Cowright O 1937, New York: set up hie tent ,in the ?Glh outside of town. There 
Times Co. Reprinted bg p m 6 a i o n .  he typed hie trmscriptiona, mote his "Old Song&" 

columns for Advmtu~g and descended to town 
only for mail and ~uppliea. One of the fir& per- 
sons he met in the Aahwilie area wa~l a young., 
banjo playing lawyer, Baacorn Lamar Lunsfard. 
Lumford played and sank into Godon'8 eylinder 
machine and. ~ o k  hiin around the mountains 
introducing him ta other musieims and singem. 
Nancy 'Waaver Stikeleather and &me# S t i k  
leather, John W. Dillon, Ernest Helton, .W. E. 
Bird, Juliuw $atton, ,and the Revexend H. G. 
.Eolly were Itglong Ciosdod~ sther Wostk Carolina 
'hhmhmb. The fidd1.a tun&? ballads, and ?eli-8 
%&us songs that tw ,pi&& on 'We .retard 
rkprm&t mne of GW&n"B chief m&Ir inter- 
&@,~d<fbrp~Mfi ''MS." 

By Cirri- 1926, Gordon hd'been living 
awa'g from hia Wily for more than a y;ear. The 
separation was diffiqlt, emetiona1Iy &d finsn- 
eiw* and he decided t o  M$e, ta a k&d~.b~tion 
op tb w y t  of &e,m -b 1$&& 
childhood home of MFS. Gordon. The reunited 
Samily occupied a two-room houae, and Gordon 
m ~ m e d  work, eagerly 13ettinp out to record the 
Afro-American traditions of the Georgia ma&. 
The rowing Bongs and the boat song8 whish he 
dimovered are regremntd on this record by the 
perfommees of Mary C. Mlwrm and J. ,A. 5. 
Spencer. Mary M a n ,  a dmmnem at a l a  blaek 
church, had organized a school in Darien in 
which s4e-bvght young bhck women the domentic 
~kills they aeeded,to fhd employment. Mary l a m  
hail a lwge reptrtof~e Lreedf, and she encuuraged 
her atpdenb and  member^ of her church to cun- 
tribute their dong8 to Gordon as well. 

God&-felt that he occupied a special po~ition 
in the Darien black community. He had earned 
the trust -and friendship of several l o d  blacks, 
among them W. M. Givena, whose nie& wm 
m3meth~s employed by khe Gardona. One, day 
g he came running terrified Into their home. Eer 
uncle had been bitten by a ~oimnua make. 



Gordon rushed b& ,?with -hy, gut "a h @ q u t  
on the man's leg, cut::t&bih. wd rucw out 
the venom, Billy '8ilplpdd :+ @king again, 
and ~ a r d o n  I@ k i n &  a  or life - a 
friend who d w  happened to m@%$i:ainger. Re 
can be heard singing ''Deep D"bk Sn &y Beark" 
on ~ i d e  B?.All of Goraon3a Georgia Wo+maats 
lived within a day's drive of Dxtjen, for Gordon 
did not haV&'mdugh cash to buy gmlhe v e t  ,of 
the time and was obliged to teturn to tbe..@qon 
where he had credit. Nor did he always tiike the 
C ~ T  on his field trips; he knew the cburitiysiiie 
for fifteen kiles around Dmien from his long 
walka. 
Money remained a problem, and although 

Gordon saw no end to his collecting, he was look- 
ing for a ateadier aource of income than free- 
lance writing &odd provide. He wanted the chance 
to collect, examine, and theorize about American 
folksong without financial worry. Gordon had 
done extensive research at the LIbrary of Con- 
gress, and in the fa11 of 1926 he brought his 
dream to Carl Engel, chief of the Music Division 
at the Library, Engel was interested in Gordon's 
work and considered him America's foremost 
authority on folksong. When Gordon asked for 
institutional support, Engel responded enthusi- 
astically. Gordon's dream fit neatly into Engel's 
own hopes of establishing a. graduate institute 
for the study of musicology at the Library of 
Congress, which would include a national center 
for the collection and study of folk music. As no 
government funds were available, private donors 
were solicited and subscriptions raised. In July 
1028, Herbert Putnam, the Librarian of Congress, 
appointed Gordon "specialist and consultant in 
the field of Folk Song and Literature." Gordon 
later proposed a title that he thought would 
appeal more to the imagination of the general 
public : directox of the Archive of American Folk 
Song. 

During the first year of the archive's existence, 
Gordon remained in Darien collecting the shouts, 
rowing songs, rags, reels, and turning songs that 
were of primary importance in the study of 
American folksong and of special significance in 
learning how folksongs start and spread. The 
December 1928 meeting of the Modern Language 
Association in Louisville, Kentucky, lured him 
away from home by providing opportunities to 
work in a new region, to publicize his national 
folksong archive, and to ask for the cooperation of 
all interested scholars. It may have been on this 
trip to Louirrville that Gordon met Nellie Galt and 
Ben Harney, both of whom may be heard on side 
B of this record. 

Although Engel, Putnam, and Gordon erhared a 
telief in the importance of a center devoted to 
the coIlection and study of American traditional 
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Nancy Weaver Stiketeathw, shown hhers with hm 
two children, wus  anothw folk music enthwhst 
who contributed to  Go~don's research. She m d  
her husband James (both may be heard on this 
LP) collected and sang amgs from the Ashevale 
locality for Gordon and other acholara. Photo 
courtesy of James Wdksleathsr, Jr. 

Neau m p l o y e e .  Robert Winslow Gordon in a 
portrait taken in 1928, when he joined the staf 
of the Library of Congress as the first Head of 
the Archive of American Folk Song. Photo 
courtesy Mr. and Mrs. Bert Nye .  

music, they did not agree upon the methods by 
which such a center should develop. Gordon 
wanted the freedom of a research scientist - 
financial backing and complete support while he 
went about his independent investigations. 
Putnam and Engel, however, felt compelled to 
write repeatedly to Darien, requesting informa- 
tion as to his whereabouts and activities. Per- 
ceiving that his great distance from the Library 
was a barrier to  harmonious relations, Gordon 
concluded his Georgia fieldwork and, in September 
1929, moved with his family to Washington. 

Once his archive was installed in the southwest 
corner of the Library's attic, Gordon devoted a 
great deal of time to experimentation with 
recording apparatus. He conducted his own tests 
with cylinder and wire recorders and stayed in 
close consultation with commercial firm. Borrow- 
ing a new model of Amplion disc recorder in 1932, 
he traveled to West Virginia, Kentucky, and 
Virginia to try it in the field. His recordings of 
Betty Bush Winger and F. H, Abbot on side B 
stem from this field experiment with disc 
recording. 

Gordon's difficulties with the Library were only 
momentarily relieved by his move to Washington. 
The depression put an end to  the donations which 



had sustained his position, and in 1933 the last of fox informanh and colleagues. Thus the very 
these funds ran out. This, coupled with the items in which Gordon was' mast intended are 
Library's disappointment in his performance, cost now the items in poorest condition His aolleetiion 
Gol-don his job. It was a blow from which he never is srr largg however, that there is. no lack of 
recovered. signiA-t maktial of good recorded quality. 

He spent his final year at the  Library indexing We have also been guided in our chojces by 
the texts he had amassed during his tenure as Gordon himeelf. W e  have bied b p u t  together the 
editor of the "Old Songs" column, the transcrip- sort of albupl that be might have;a&embled. Our 
tions of the material he had recorded in his field- a e l ~ o m s  are:Ztms about which hrqlon ;mote 
work, and the collections of other folklorists ,and which seemed to him to be k138 t o  the cow- 
which he had acquired for the archive. prehension of American fobong,  i.e., item 

Gordon's active career as a folklorist ended in which document the interple between bhck and 
1933, although some of his most important publi- white tradiklon~ and  effect the Iri1uenbe of pew- 
cations appeared after that. He worked in the ' hr,  commerairrI kU4bre' (&n~*el an13 tent ahovmj 
Washington, D.C., area, primarily as a technical camp mWPgls, an8 phonagrap& jcemrde) z~p' 
editor and as a professor of English, until his fblk traditfoia. ' 
death on March 29, 1961. Tn his _writin&, C;ordon tried to recreate the 

It is now fifty years since Gordon was appointed , co.&exts in *hich he had ~ . @ d d  these songs. He 
first director of the Archive of American Folk : constantly h & d  fiat the ~ i n h d  ps&.could 
Song at the Library of Congress, and therefore a not do jnstiw to the beau;ky:~f the muaie 'or ,the 
fitting moment to reexamine and appreciate his , &Il of '.the singer. H& wished that his :dm;, 
achievements, and to  publish some of his collec- - muM b~ h a m N e d  h~ the mwntgin -bin or 
tanea. Many of the original cylinders considered, ' thq church -to ahah him there 'the 
for this commemorative disc are in poor condition, *$nt, dP' li'k ~p&oxdce,  With ,a l i e  
badly worn from overuse by Gordon himadf. It is ; ~ima&ga'tiofi; we cw gbw, &fty ,ye-< Ia%r, &.& 
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probable that he transcribed song texts from his ~ & % d a f i I $ h ~ d ~  - . ;, . . 
, , 
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original field recordings, He also played them over '' 
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of her mpila who a% appavmtIy weaving 
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