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Outline
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Core Areas
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Congress: Updating THOMAS in 2012
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Congress: Congressional Record App
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• Available from the iTunes App Store: 
 http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the‐congressional‐

 record/id492077075
• Video introduction: http://youtu.be/EhkxDIr0y2U

– But really: http://on.fb.me/CRiPadApp

• Features:
– Works on iPad, iPhone, and iPod Touch
– Search within issues
– Share
– Browse by date

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-congressional-record/id492077075
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-congressional-record/id492077075
http://youtu.be/EhkxDIr0y2U
http://on.fb.me/CRiPadApp






Congress: House Committee Hearings
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• Available at: 
 http://thomas.loc.gov/video/house‐

 committee

• 22 pages for video
• Features:

– Watch live

– Watch archived

– Tweeting hearings (#THOMASlive)

http://thomas.loc.gov/video/house-committee
http://thomas.loc.gov/video/house-committee
https://twitter.com/#!/search/%23THOMASlive






Last Year’s Future Plans
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• Why are we here?
– We want feedback from law librarians

– How can we make it better?

– What would you like to see?

• Goal: new system in 2014





Congress: What’s Next?
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•
 

Beta release of website with enhanced search 
 and browse capabilities 

•
 

Modern legislative information platform with 
 ability to scale for mobile, position for the future

•
 

Implement new information architecture 

•
 

New visual design 

•
 

Faceted, modern search across all system data 

•
 

Permanent URLs 



http://ws.xara.com/graphicrender/renderimg.asp?sid=1AD4B1706AD243BC855070F70EDBB157&fs=1
http://ws.xara.com/graphicrender/renderimg.asp?sid=4B98411E32694325832BE7AA732A70FB&fs=1










National Library: Law Library Efforts
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• Transformed website to modern wider 
 template

• Updating metadata throughout
• Replaced the search with a modern faceted 

 one that utilizes the new metadata
• More at: 

 http://blogs.loc.gov/law/2012/06/we‐have‐a‐
 new‐look‐changes‐to‐the‐law‐library‐of‐

 congress‐website/

http://blogs.loc.gov/law/2012/06/we-have-a-new-look-changes-to-the-law-library-of-congress-website/
http://blogs.loc.gov/law/2012/06/we-have-a-new-look-changes-to-the-law-library-of-congress-website/
http://blogs.loc.gov/law/2012/06/we-have-a-new-look-changes-to-the-law-library-of-congress-website/


National Library: LC Metadata
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HTML Title (Required)


 

HTML Description (Required)


 

DC Type (MODS) (Required)


 

DC Title (Optional)


 

DC Rights (Required if known)


 

DC Contributor/Creator (Required if 

 
known)



 

DC Subject (Required if known)


 

DC Coverage Spatial (Required if 

 
known)



 

DC Coverage Temporal (Required if 

 known)


 

DC isPartOf

 

(Optional)


 

DC Date  (Optional)


 

DC Identifier (Required if known) 


 

DC Language (Required if known)


 

Image and Media References 

 (Optional)


 

Canonical URL (Optional)


 

Alternate URL (Optional)



Federal Inventory of Legal Materials
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Emily Feltren

AALL Director of Government Relations



•Cover all 3 levels of government
• State
• County
• Municipal

• 350 + AALL and chapter volunteers
• 7,000 + titles

State Inventories
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Federal Inventory
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What are we looking for?
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• Legal research materials
–Authored or created by federal agencies
–Publicly accessible
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• Executive Branch
–Dept of Agriculture decisions
–Dept of Energy directives
–Federal Aviation regulations
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• Judicial Branch 
–Court opinions and court rules

• Legislative Branch
–Statutes
–U.S. Code
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Who’s contributing? 
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• Federal librarians and interns 
• Other interested AALL members

• You!
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Agencies covered so far

•DOI
•FCC
•FDIC
•DOJ
•SEC
•State

#AALL12
@LawLibCongress



Levels of Participation
Level 1
• Submit a list of agency legal titles

Level 2
• Fill out answer inventory questions related to 

 scope, official status, permanent public 
 access, preservation, etc
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We need your help!
• To volunteer, contact Elizabeth Holland,

 eholland@aall.org
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mailto:eholland@aall.org


Future Technologies: Linked Data
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• What is Linked Data?

• Why Linked Data?

• Uniform Resource Identifiers (URIs)

• Classification as Linked Data
• Examples



What is Linked Data?
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• Platform independent way to create relationships 
 between data (not just documents) on the Web

• Eric Miller, co‐founder and president of Zepheira, 
 likens Linked Data to legos

 
–

 
the pieces are 

 interchangeable and you can combine them in new 
 and exciting ways

• Our legos
 

are Uniform Resource Identifiers (URIs) and 
 the Resource Description Framework (RDF)
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Lego mess by Flickr user Strutta.com Brickcon 2011 by Flickr user cjdc



Why Linked Data?
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• Machine readable 

• Increased interoperability
• Increased transparency
• Better discoverability
• Link concepts between languages
• Disambiguation of terms and concepts

• Allows others to curate/enhance data



The Rules: 5 Star Linked Data
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Proposed by Tim Berners-Lee in 2006: 
http://www.w3.org/DesignIssues/LinkedData.html

Diagram from: http://inkdroid.org/journal/2010/06/04/the-5-stars-of-open-linked-data/



Uniform Resource Identifiers (URIs)
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• URIs
 

can represent any
 

entity or concept

• When organizations use the same URIs, they 
 are able to link their resources together 

• Linking will increase the value of the URIs
 

and 
 build a web of data



Examples of URIs
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• URIs
 

are all around you:
– Uniform Resource Locator (URL): 

 http://www.loc.gov/

– Uniform Resource Number (URN): 
 urn:isbn:0393045633 

– Digital Object Identifier (DOI):
 doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0038869

– Geo URI: geo:38.887809,‐77.004569



Simplified Example
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Privacy (in English) 
is the same as 
Vie privée

 
(in French)

http://id.loc.gov/authorities/subjects/sh85107
 027

sameAs
http://data.bnf.fr/11968722/vie_privee/

http://id.loc.gov/authorities/subjects/sh85107027
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/subjects/sh85107027
http://data.bnf.fr/11968722/vie_privee/




Classification as Linked Data
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• Make Class K (Law) available through Library 
 of Congress Linked Data Service 

 (http://id.loc.gov)

• Use within Law.gov
– browsing tool
– identify like materials 

– demonstrate relationships (broader, narrower, 
 etc.)

http://id.loc.gov/


Linked Data Classification at LC
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• Classification as Linked Data in beta release on 
 http://id.loc.gov

• Classes 
 

B (Philosophy, Psychology, and 
 Religion), M (Music), N (Fine Arts), and Z 

 (Bibliography, Library Science, and 
 Information Resources) 

• Example: Michelangelo Buonarroti
 http://id.loc.gov/authorities/classification/ND

 623.B9.html

http://id.loc.gov/
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/classification/ND623.B9.html
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/classification/ND623.B9.html






Hierarchy





Ideas…?
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• We would love to hear your ideas and 
 comments

• Updates on the project will be posted to our 
 social media sites:

– In Custodia Legis
 

Blog: http://blogs.loc.gov/law/

– Twitter: @LawLibCongress

– Facebook: 
 http://www.facebook.com/lawlibraryofcongress

http://blogs.loc.gov/law/


Questions and Answers

• Julie Kimbrough 
 
jlkimbro@email.unc.edu

• Emily Feltren
 

efeltren@aall.org

• David Mao
 

dmao@loc.gov

• Tina Gheen
 

tghe@loc.gov

• Andrew Weber
 
anwe@loc.gov
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