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The café is part of the essence of Paris and a symbol for a certain French way of life. How did 
coffeehouses and café culture get started in France? What did early Parisian cafés look like? Why did they 
become so popular so quickly? Tracking how history, myth and anecdote have molded Parisian cafés into 
emblems of modernity, this talk will transport us back to Old Regime and revolutionary Paris in order to 
trace the formation and the early history of an institution that stood at the crossroads between commerce, 
culture and consumption, politics, literature and globalization. 

Thursday, April 12 at 12:00 PM 
 Location: LJ 119, Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. S.E., Washington DC 

For more information, contact the Kluge Center at (202) 707-3302. Request ASL and ADA accommodations five 
days in advance at 202-707-6362 or ADA@loc.gov. 
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