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ADVERTISEMENT. 

SI'HE first volume of this work being brought to a termination, an opportunity 
is afforded me of stating the grounds on which it is intended to proceed in 

its future progress. There are several matters connected with the history 

of delinquents which have been passed over in the present volume, which 

likewise contains no account of any gaol, as was originally contemplated. 

These matters will therefore furnish one of the characteristics of the second 

volume, which will also be devoted to cases of a more immediate occurrence ; 

the trial of Greenacre and his paramour, for the murder of Hannah Brown, 
being in preparation for the commencement of the same. 

The utUity of such a publication as the present will generally be considered 

doubtful; but such a work must give an idea of the moral conformation of 
man; and it is fondly hoped, that, as its conductor aims at impressing 

upon the mind of the reader the reflections dispersed throughout, which treat 

especially on the necessity of spurning the path of iniquity, it will at least 
effect no harm if it effect no good. This, however, can hardly be : one of 
the two results must almost naturally follow; and it is presumed that the 

result of good, however moderate, must in general supersede the other. The 
mirror of Vice has generally been found equal to the task of controlling the 

human passions, deterring from the commission of crime; whilst the oft- 

j repeated view of Vice personally, on the contrary, tends strongly to lead to 

the practice of those evils which the simple mirror effectually warns us from, 
by creating perpetual loathing and disgust. 

These remarks apply to the records of murderers, robbers, sharpers, and 

such Kke. There are other parties guilty of malfeasance, in adopting dis- 
graceful tortures, upholding slavery, &c. : records of such characters are 

introduced for the purpose of justly decrying the abominations which they 
would fain perpetuate. 

A. M. 
^pril 19ih, 1837. 
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MARTIN'S 

ANNALS OF CRIME; 
OR, 

NEW NEWGATE CALENDAR, AND GENERAL RECORD OF TRAGIC EVENTS, INCLUDING 
ANCIENT AND MODERN MODES OF TORTURE, ETC. 

N?l. MARCH 2,  1836. PRICE 
ONE PENNY. 

TRIAL AND DOOM OF SEVEN SMUGGLERS FOR MURDER. 

[THE SMUGGLERS TOETURING THEIR VICTIMS.] 

DIVERSIFIED as are the modes wliicli we 
find to have been adopted from age to age, 
amongst the sons and daughters of men, 
in the commission of crime, we have occa- 
sionally to lament over some case of more 
than ordinary prevalence, even in the 

I branch of crime to which the case be- 
. longs: one of such cases, it is presumed, 

the details of the diabolical conduct of 
the delinquents in the perpetration of the 
murder now recorded unfold to us, leagued 
as it was with a deliberation both in de- 
sign and action, and a species of extreme 
brutality, most appalling and truly heart- 
rending. 

It was usual formerly for smugglers to 
form themselves into parties of effective 
power,  so  as to  disarm  the  authorities, 
whose duty it was to watch them, of much 

: of their endeavour to overcome any in- 

fraction of the law, if not often to deter 
such authorities altogether from pursuing 
them, merely by their formidable appear- 
ance. 

The two unfortunate men whose fate is 
the foundation of the superstructure now 
about to be erected,— a superstructure 
intended to be an establishment for en- 
rolling the names of the most notorious 
agents of vice, of whatever grade,—those 
two unfortunate men, the lives of whom 
were sacrificed by a desperate gang of 
this description, were Mr. Galley, of 
.Southampton, custom-house officer; and 
Mr. Chater, of Fordingbridge, shoemaker. 
Having been sent to give some informa- 
tion respecting a daring burglary at the 
custom-house of Poole, and not returning 
to their respective homes, a suspicion arose 
that they had been waylaid and murdered 
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2 ANNALS OF CRIME. 

by the smugglers: a search for them was 
therefore instituted forthwith. 

The persons employed for this purpose, 
after every inquiry, could learn no certain 
tidings of them; as the fear of resentment, 
at the hands of the smugglers, silenced 
those inhabitants on the road over which 
they had carried their victims, who were 
not in connection with them: but at 
length Mr. Stone, a country gentleman, 
when following his hounds, came to a spot 
of ground which appeared to have been 
recently disturbed. The publicity of the 
circumstances of those men being missed, 
caused him to infer that they might have 
been buried there; and, upon digging 
nearly seven feet in the earth, the remains 
of Galley were found, but in so putrid a 
state as not to be known, except by the 
clothing. The search after Chater was 
now pursued with redoubled vigilance, 
till found in a well, six miles distant from 
Galley, in a wood, near Lady Holt's park, 
with a quantity of stones, wooden rails, 
and earth upon bim. 

Six. of the culprits, named Benjamin 
Tapner, John Cobby, John Hammond, 
William Carter, Richard Mills the elder, 
and Richard Mills the younger, were in- 
dicted for the murder of Daniel Cliater j 
the first three as principals, and the others 
as accessaries before the fact: William 
Jackson and William Carter were indicted 
for the murder of William Galley. 

B. Tapner was a native of Aldington, 
in Sussex, and worked, for some time, as 
a bricklayer; but being of an idle dis- 
position, he soon quitted his business, and 
associated with a gang of smugglers, who 
had rendered themselves obnoxious to the 
neighbourhood by their lawless depreda- 
tions. 

J. Cobby was an illiterate country fel- 
low, the son of J. Cobby, of- the county of 
Sussex, labourer; and joined the smug- 
glers a little before he was thirty years 
of age. 

J. Hammond was a labouring man, 
born at Berstead, in Sussex, and had been 
a smuggler some time before he was ap- 
prehended for the abovementioned mur- 
ders, which was when he was about forty 
years old. 

W. Jackson was a native of Hampshire, 
and had a wife and a large family: be 
was brought up to the business of hus- 
bandry; but the hope of acquiring more 
money in an easier way, induced him to 

engage with the smugglers, which at length 
ended in his ruin. 

W. Carter, of Rowland's Castle, in k, 
Hampshire, was the son of W. Carter, of 
Eastmean, in the same county, thatcher: 
he was about the age of thirty-nine, and 
had practised smuggling a considerable 
time before the perpetration of the fact 
which led to his destruction. 

R. Mills the elder was a native of 
Trotton, in Sussex, and had been a horse- 
dealer by profession; but, it is said, a 
failure in that business induced him to 
commence smuggler; and he bad been 
long enough in that illicit practice to 
become one of the most hardened of 
the gang. 

R. Mills the younger lived at Stedham, 
in Sussex, and, for some time, followed 
his father's profession of horse-dealing; 
but, unfortunately connecting himself with 
smugglers, he met an ignominious end in 
his thirty-seventh year. 

Galley and Chater went on Sunday, the 
14th of February, 1748, to Major Batten, 
a justice of the peace, at Stanstead, in 
Sussex, with a letter, written by Mr. 
Shearer, collector of the customs at South- 
ampton, requesting him to examine Cha- 
ter concerning one Diamond, or Dymar, 
who was committed to Chichester gaol, 
on suspicion of being one who broke into 
the King's warehouse at Poole. Chater 
was engaged to give evidence, but witli 
some reluctance, having declared that he 
saw Diamond, and shook hands with him, 
when, with many others, he was coming 
from Poole, loaded with tea, of which he 
threw him a bag. Having passed Havant, 
and coming to the New Inn, at Leigh, 
they inquired their way, when G. Austin, 
his brother, and brother-in-law, said that 
they were going the same road, and would 
accompany them to Rowland's Castle, 
where they might get better directions, it 
being just by Stanfield Park. 

A little before noon, they came to the 
White Hart, Rowland's Castle, kept by 
Mrs. Payne, a widow, who had two sons, 
blacksmiths, residing in the same village. 
After some time spent in conversation 
with G. Austin, she told him, privately, 
she was afraid that these two strangers 
were come to hurt the smugglers : he said, 
No, sure; they were only carrying a letter 
to Major Batten: upon which, she sent 
one of her sons for Jackson and Carter, 
who lived near her house.    Meanwhile, 
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ANNALS OF CRIME. 

Galley and Chater wanted to be going, 
and asked for their horses; but she told 
them, that the major was not at home, 
which, indeed, was true. 

h.i soon as Jackson and Carter came, 
she told them her suspicions, with the 
circumstance of the letter. Soon after, 
she advised G. Austin to go away, lest he 
should come to some harm; he did so, 
leaving his brothers. 

Payne's other son went and fetched in 
W. Steele, S. Downer (otherwise Little 
Samuel), E. Richards, and H. Shearman 
(otherwise Little Harry), all smugglers, 
and belonging to the same gang. 

After they had drank a little while. Car- 
ter, who had some knowledge of Chater, 
called him into the yard, and asked him 
where Diamond was? Chater said, he 
believed he was in custody, and he was 
going to appear against him, which he was 
sorry for, but he could not help it. Gal- 
ley went into the yard to them, and asked 
Chater why he stayed there? Jackson, 
who followed him, said, with a horrid im- 
precation, "What is that to you?" and 
immediately struck him a blow in the face, 
which knocked him down, and caused 
blood to issue from his nose and mouth. 
Soon after, they all returned into the house, 
when Jackson, reviling Galley, offered to 
strike him again, but an individual who 
was present interposed. 

Galley and Chater now began to be very 
uneasy, and wanted to be going; but Jack- 
son, Carter, and the rest persuading them 
to stay and drink more rum, and make it 
up, for they were sorry for what had hap- 
pened, they sat down again; young Austin 
and his brother-in-law being yet present. 
Jackson and Carter desired to see the let- 
ter in the possession of Galley and Chater, 
who refused to show it. The smugglers 
then passed about the drink plentifully, 
and made Galley and Chater fuddled; they 
then persuaded them to lie down on a 
bed, which they did; and on their falling 
asleep, the letter was taken away, and 
read: greatly exasperating them, it was 
destroyed. 

A smuggler, named John Race, now 
came in; and Jackson and Carter told 
him the contents of the letter, saying 
they had got the old rogue, the shoe- 
maker, of Fordingbridge, who was going 
to inform against Diamond, tire shepherd, 
then in custody at Chichester. Here W. 
Steele proposed to take them both to a 

well, about two hundred yards from the 
house, and, after murdering them, to throw 
them in : but this proposal was not enter- 
tained, as they had been seen in their 
company by the Messrs. Austin, Mr. Gar- 
net, and Mr. Jenks, the latter of whom 
entered the house at a period subsequent 
to many of the transactions. It was next 
proposed to send them to France ; but this 
was objected to, on the ground of the pos- 
sibility of their returning. Jackson and 
Carter's wives being present, cried out, 
" Hang the dogs, for they are come here 
to hang you." It was then proposed to 
keep them confined till they could know 
Diamond's fate; and whatever it was, to 
treat them in the same manner; each of 
the smugglers to allow threepence a week 
towards keeping them. 

Galley and Chater continuing asleep, 
Jackson went in, and began the first act 
of cruelty; for, having put on his spurs, 
he got upon the bed, and spurred their 
foreheads, to wake them, and afterwards 
whipped them with a horsewhip; so that 
when they came out, they were both 
bleeding. The smugglers then took them 
out of the house; but Richards returned 
with a pistol, and swore he would shoot 
any person who should mention what had 
passed. 

Meanwhile, the rest put their victims 
on one horse, tying their legs first under 
the horse's belly, and then both their legs 
together; after which, they all set forward, 
excepting Race, who had no horse. They 
had not gone above two hundred yards 
before Jackson called out, " Whip 'em, 
cut 'em, slash 'em, d—n 'em!" upon which, 
all began to whip them, except Steele,who 
led the horse, the roads being very bad. 
They whipped them for half a mile, till 
they came to Woodash, where they fell 
off, with their heads under the horse's 
belly; and their legs, which were tied, 
appeared over the horse's back. Their 
tormentors soon set them upright again, 
and continued whipping them over the 
head, face, shoulders, and, indeed, any 
part of the body, till they came to Dean, 
upwards of half a mile farther ; where 
they both fell again, as before, with their 
heads under the belly of the horse, which 
struck them, at every step, with his lioofs. 

Upon placing them again on the saddle, 
they found them so weak that they could 
not sit; upon which, they separated them; 
and,  putting  Galley before  Sl«le,  and 
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Chater before' Little Sam, they whipped 
Galley so severely, that, the lashes coming 
upon Steelc, at his desire they desisted. 
They then went to Harris's Well, near 
Lady Holt's park, where they took Galley 
off the horse, and threatened to throw him 
into the well; upon which he desired them 
to despatch him at once, and put an end 
to his misery. " No," said Jackson, curs- 
ing, " if that's the case, we have more to 
say to you:" then, putting him on a horse 
again, they whipped him over the Downs, 
till he was so weak, that he fell off; when, 
placing him across the saddle, with his 
breast downward, Little Sam got up 
behind him; and, as they went on, he 
pinched Galley's testicles, till he groaned 
with agony, and again fell off. Being 
then put on astride, Richards got up 
behind him; but the poor man soon 
cried out, " I fall, 1 fall, I fall!" and 
Richards, pushing him, said, " Fall, and 
be d—d." Again he fell down; and the 
villains, thinking this fall had broken his 
neck, laid him once more upon the horse, 
and proposed to go to some suitable place, 
where Chater might be concealed till they 
heard the fate of Diamond; for which 
purpose, Jackson and Carter called at the 
house of a man named Pescod, and desired 
admittance for two sick men, which was 
absolutely refused. 

Being now one o'clock in the morning, 
they agreed to go to Scardefield's, at the 
Red Lion, at Rake, which was not far 
distant; where Carter and Jackson, after 
many refusals, got admittance. While 
Scardefleld went to draw some liquor, he 
heard more company come in; but though 
they refused to admit him into the room, 
he saw one man standing up very bloody, 
and another lying as dead. They said 
they had engaged some officers, lost their 
tea, and several of them were wounded, 
if not killed. 

Jackson and Little Harry now carried 
Chater down to old Mill's house, which 
was near at hand, and chained him in a 
turf-house ; and Little Harry staying to 
watch him, Jackson returned to the com- 
pany. After they had drank gin and 
Tum, they all went out, taking Galley 
with them : Carter compelled Scardefleld 
to show them the place where they used 
to bury their tea, and to lend them spades, 
and a candle and lantern. There they 
began to dig; and the weather being very 
cold, he helped to make a hole, in which 

they buried something that lay across a 
horse, like a dead man. 

They contiuued all that day at Scarde- 
field's, drinking spiritous liquors; and at 
night they went to their own homes, in 
order to be seen on Tuesday, agreeing to 
meet again on Thursday at the same 
house, and bring more of their associates. 
They met accordingly, accompanied by 
old Richard Mills and his sons Richard 
and John, Thomas Stringer, John Cobby, 
Benjamin Tapner, and John Hammond; 
in all, fourteen. They now consulted 
what was to be done with Chater; and it 
was unanimously resolved that he must be 
destroyed. Richard Mills, jun., proposed 
to load a gun, clap the muzzle to his head, 
tie a long string to the trigger, tlien all to 
pull it, that all might be equally guilty of 
his murder; but this was rejected, because 
it would put him out of his pain too soon : 
and at .length they came to a resolution 
to carry him to Harris's Well, at a short 
distance, and throw him in. 

During the period of his confinement, 
Chater was in a continuous state of the 
utmost horror and misery, being repeatedly 
visited by one or other of the smugglers, 
who abused him with words, and bruised 
him with blows. At last, they all appeared 
before him, adding to his horrors, if possible, 
byrenewedinflictionsof cruelty, with bitter 
imprecations and foul language, the fren- 
zies of the deepest impurity. Tapner and 
Cobby going into the turf*house, the former 
pulled out a clasp knife, and said, with a 
terrible oath, " Down on your knees, and 
go to prayers; for with this knife I'll be 
your butcher !" The poor man knelt 
down; and, as he was in prayer. Cobby 
kicked him, calling him an informing 
villain. Chater asking what they had 
done with Mr. Galley, Tapner slashed his 
knife across his eyes, almost cutting them 
out, and the gristle of his nose quite 
through: he bore it patiently, believing 
they were putting an end to his misery. 
Tapner struck at him again, and made a 
deep cut in his forehead: upon this, old 
Mills said, " Do not murder him here, but 
somewhere else." A ccordingly they placed 
him upon a horse, and all set out together 
for Harris's Well, except Mills and his 
sons, they having no horses ready, and 
saying, in excuse, that there were enough, 
without them, to murder one man. Tap- 
ner whipped him all the way, till the 
blood came, when he swore, that if he 
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Wooded the saddle he would torture him 
the more. When they were come within 
two hundred yards of the well, Jackson 
and Carter stopped, saying to Tapner, 
Cobby, Stringer, Steele, and Hammond, 
" Go on, and do your duty on Chater, as 
we have ours upon Galley." 

In the dead of the night of the 18th of 
February, they brought him to the well, 
which was near thirty feet deep, but dry, 
and inclosed with a paling. Tapner having 
fastened a noose round Chater's neck, 
they bid him get over the pales to the 
well: he was, however, going through a 
broken place; but, though he was covered 
with blood, and fainting with the anguish 
of his wounds, they forced him to climb 
up, having the rope about his neck, one 
end of which was tied to the pales, wlien 
they pushed hira into the well; and the 
rope being short, he hung no farther with- 
in it than his thighs, in which position, 
leaning against the edge, he hung above a 
quarter of an hour, and was not strangled. 
They then untied him, and threw him 
head foremost into the well; and tarrying 
some time, they heard him groan; upon 
which they went to WiUiam Comleah, a 
gardener, to borrow a rope and ladder, 
saying, they wanted to relieve one of their 
companions, who had fallen into Harris's 
Well. He said they might take them: 
but they could not manage the ladder in 
their confusion, it being a long one. They 
then returned to the well; and still finding 
him groan, and fearing that he might be 
heard, so as to make a discovery, the place 
being near the road, they threw upon him 
some of the rails and gate-posts fixed 
about the well, and some large stones; 
whereupon, having thus silenced him, they 
left him. 

The next consultation was how to dis- 
pose of the two horses: to prevent disco- 
very, they killed Galley's, which was grey, 
and, taking his hide off, cut it into small 
pieces, which they hid: but the other 
horse, a bay, which Chater rode on, got 
from them. 

This daring gang being now broken, a 
number of witnesses came forward on their 
trial; and two of their accomplices, being 
pardoned, were admitted evidence against 
them. The charge, in all its horrors, was 
fully proved; upon which, the judge. Sir 
Michael Foster, pronounced sentence on 
the wretches, in one of the most pathetic 
addresses that was ever delivered; repre- 

senting the enormity of their crime, and 
exhorting them to make immediate pre- 
paration for the awful fate that awaited 
tliem; adding, that " Christian charity 
obliges me to tell you, that your time in 
this world will be very short." 

The heinousness of the crime of which 
these men had been convicted, rendering 
it necessary that their punishment should 
be exemplary, the judge ordered that they 
should be executed on the following day; 
and the sentence was accordingly carried 
into execution against all but Jackson,who 
died in prison on the evening that he was 
condemned. They were attended by two 
ministers; and all but Mills and his son 
(who took no notice of each other, and 
thought themselves not guilty, because 
they were not present at the finishing 
of the inhuman murder) showed great 
marks of penitence. Tapner and Carter 
gave good advice to the spectators, and 
desired diligence might be >ised to appre- 
hend Richards, whom they charged as 
the cause of their being brought to this 
wretched end. Young Mills smiled several 
times at the executioner, who was a dis- 
charged marine, and having ropes too 
short for some of them was puzzled to fit 
them ; and old Mills being forced to stand 
tip-toe to reach the halter, desired that 
he might not be hanged by inches. These 
two culprits were so rejoiced at being told 
that they were not to be hanged in chains 
after execution, that death seemed to ex- 
cite in them no ten-or; while Jackson was 
so struck with horror, at being measured 
for his irons, that he soon expired, from 
the effects of the bare idea. They were 
hanged at Chichester on the 18th day of 
January, 1749, before a concourse of spec- 
tators such as had been seldom seen on 
any similar occasion. 

Carter was hung in chains near Rake, 
in Sussex; Tapner, on Rook's Hill, near 
Chichester; and Cobbey and Hammond, 
at Celsey Isle, on the beach where they 
sometimes landed their smuggled goods, 
and where they could be seen at a great 
distance, east and west. 

In the pocket of Jackson, a Popish relic 
was found, in Latin and French, of which 
the following is a translation : 

Ye three holy kings, 
Gaspar, Melchior, Belthazar, 

Pray for us now, and in the hour of death. 
These papers 

Have touched the three heads of the 

a;,; 
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Holy kings of Cologne: 
They are to preserve travellers from acci- 

dents on the road, head-aches, falling- 
sickness, fevers, witchcraft, every 

kind of mischief, and from 
sudden death.    Bene. 

The body of Jackson was thrown into a 
hole, near the place of execution, with the 
bodies of old Mills and son, who had no 
friends to take them away; and at a brief 
distance from the spot a stone was erected, 
bearing the following inscription : 

Near this place was buried 
The body of William Jackson, 

Who, upon a special commission of Oyer 
and Terminer, held at Chichester on the 

16th day of January, 1749, was, with 
William Carter, attainted for the 

murder of William Galley, 
custom-house ofBcer ; 

And who likewise was, together with 
Benjamin  Tapner,   John   Cobby,   John 

Hammond, Richard Mills the elder, 
Richard Mills the younger (his son), 

attainted for the murder of 
Daniel Chater ; 

But, dying a few hours after sentence of 
death was pronounced upon him, he 

thereby escaped the punishment 
which the heinousness of his 

complicated crimes 
deserved, 

And which was, the next day, most 
justly inflicted upon his 

accomplices. 
As a memorial to posterity, and a warning 

to this and succeeding generations. 
This stone is erected. 

A. D.1749. 

THE PATE OF JAMES CALCLOUGH, FOR 
ROBBERY. 

THIS offender, the son of people of good 
character, was born in the city of Durham : 
having received a decent education, he 
was apprenticed to a shoemaker, with 
whom he lived about three years; but 
having contracted a habit of idleness, and 
being attached to bad company, he quitted 
his master, and enlisted in the second 
reghnent of foot guards. He had not 
been long in London before he became 
acquainted with a fellow named Thomas, 
who offered to put him into an easy way 
of getting money: Calclough listened to 
his invitation, dined with him and some 
of his associates on a Sunday at a public- 
house ; and afterwards attended them to 

Newington Green, where they continued 
drinking for some time; and at the ap- 
proach of evening they set out towards 
London, with a view of robbing such per- 
sons as they might meet. As they crossed 
the fields towards Hoxton, they stopped a 
gentleman, whom they robbed of a watch 
and some silver; and, tying him to a gate, 
they retired to a public-house in Brick 
Lane, Old Street, where they spent the 
night in riot and drunkenness. 

Calclough being a young fellow of gen- 
teel appearance, and remarkable spirit, 
his accomplices advised him to commence 
highwayman; but none of them having 
money to purchase horses and other ne- 
cessaries to equip them in a decent man- 
ner, it was determined that two of the 
gang should commit a robbery which 
might put them in a way of committing 
others. With this view they went into 
Kent, and stole two horses, which they 
placed at a livery-stable near Moorfields; 
after which the gang went in a body to 
Welling, in Hertfordshire, where they 
broke open a house, and stole about 14/. 
in money, and some articles of value, 
which furnished them with clothes and 
other requisites for their intended expe- 
dition. 

Thus provided, they rode to Enfield 
Chase, where they robbed some passen- 
gers in a stage coach of their watches and 
money; and soon afterwards stopped 
another coach on the road to Epping 
Forest, from which they got a large booty, 
which they divided at their place of meet- 
ing in Brick Lane, where they were wont 
to spend their nights in licentious revelry. 

A short time after this robbery, Cal- 
clough and one of his companions rode to 
Epping Forest, where they stopped a 
coach in which were two gentlemen and 
a young lady: a servant that was behind 
the coach would have attacked the rob- 
bers, but the gentlemen desired him to 
desist, that the young lady might not be 
terrified. The gentlemen then gave the 
robbers their money, apologizing for the 
smallness of the sum, and saying that 
they should have been welcome to more 
had it been in their possession. 

As they were riding towards London, 
after committing this robbery, they quitted 
their horses, and fastened them to a tree, 
in order to rob the Woodford stage coach, 
which they observed to be full of passen- 
gers :  but the coachman suspecting their 
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intention, drove off witli sucli expedition, 
that they could not overtake him. Dis- 
appointed iu this attempt, they rode to- 
wards Wanstead, where they saw another 
stage coach, which they intended to have 
robbed : but as a number of butchers from 
London rode close behind it, they thought 
proper to desist from so dangerous an at- 
tempt. Thus disappointed, Calclough and 
Thomas, on the following day, Sunday, 
rode to Stamford Hill, where they robbed 
three persons of their watches, and about 
41. in cash. Flushed with this success, 
they determined to put every person they 
should meet under contribution ; in con- 
sequence of which they robbed seven other 
persons before they reached London, from 
whom they obtained upwards of 10^.; 
with which they retired to their old place 
of resort in Brick Lane. 

Soon after this they rode to Finchley 
Common, but having met with only empty 
carriages, they were returning to London, 
when they met the Barnet coach, near 
Islington, and robbed the company of 
about 15s. On the following day they 
collected 6s. 6d. from another of the Bar- 
net coaches, and 9s. from the Highgate 
stage, on their return to town; which was 
the whole of the booty they obtained this 
day, at the imminent risk of their lives. 

A few days afterwards, Calclough and 
another of the gang stopped a person of 
very decent appearance near Hackney, 
and demanded his money: but the gentle- 
man, bursting into tears, said he was in 
circumstances of distress, and possessed 
only Is. 6d.; on which, instead of robbing 
him, they made him a present of half a 
crown—a proof that humanity may not 
be utterly banished even from the breast 
of a thief. On their return to town, they 
robbed a man of 14s. 

On the day after this transaction, they 
went to the Red Lion, in Aldersgate 
Street; where, having drank all day, and 
being unable to pay the reckoning, they 
called for more liquor, and then quitted 
the house, saying that they would soon 
return. Going immediately towards Is- 
lington, they met a gentleman, to whom 
they said that they wanted a small sum to 
pay their reckoning: on this the gentle- 
man called out, Thieves! and made all 
possible resistance; notwithstanding which 
they robbed him of a gold watch, which 
they pawned, and then returning to the 
alehouse defrayed the expenses of the day. 

A short time after this, one of the gang 
sold the horses which had been stolen, 
and, appropriating the money to his own 
use, went into the country, where he spent 
some time with his relations; but finding 
it difficult to abstain from his old practices, 
he wrote to Calclough, desiring he would 
meet him at Saint Alban's. Calclough 
obeyed the summons, and on his arrival 
received a proposal to rob the pack-horses 
belonging to the Coventry carrier. The 
man having stopped to drink at a house 
near Saint Alban's, permitted the horses 
to go forward, when Calclough and his 
accomplice, who had hid themselves be- 
hind a hedge, rushed out and stopped 
them; and having robbed the packages 
to the amount of 501, they carried their 
booty to London, where they disposed 
of it. 

Having dissipated in extravagance the 
money acquired by this robbery, they went 
into Hertfordshire to rob a gentleman 
whom they had learned was possessed of 
a considerable sum of money. Getting 
into the yard near midnight, the owner of 
the house demanded what business they 
had there ; to which they replied, " Only 
to go through the yard; " whereupon the 
gentleman fired a gun, which, though it 
was loaded with powder only, terrified 
them so much, that they decamped with- 
out committing the intended robbery. 

Calclough and one of his accomplices, 
named Robinson, being reduced to cir- 
cumstances of distress, determined to 
make depredations on the road between 
London and Kensington. While they 
were looking out for prey, two gentlemen, 
named Swaffard and Banks, were observed 
on the road behind them : Mr. Swaffard 
being at some distance before his com- 
panion, Calclough and Robinson, who 
were provided with swords, robbed him 
of some silver; but not till they had 
severely treated him. Mr. Banks coming 
up soon after, they robbed him of five 
guineas; then hurrying towards Ken- 
sington, they went over the iields to Chel- 
sea, where they took a boat, and crossed 
the river; they then walked to Lambeth, 
and took another boat, which canned them 
to Westminster. 

In the mean time, Mr. Banks, who had 
missed his friend, proceeded to Kensing- 
ton, where he made inquiry for him ; 
but finding that he had not reached that 
place,  and  being  apprehensive  that he 
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might have been murdered, he went back 
with a gentleman in search of him, and 
found him weltering in his blood, with 
his nose almost cut off. Mr. Swaffard 
was immediately removed to the house 
of a surgeon; he recovered his health, but 
his wounds were of such a kind as totally 
to disfigure him. 

The villains were taken into custody 
the day following the perpetration of this 
horrid deed; and Robinson being admitted 
an evidence against his accomplice, the 
latter was tried, convicted, and sentenced 
to death. He became a penitent, and 
suffered on the 2d of July, 1739. 

THE BASTINADO OF THE EGYPTIANS. 
[Abridged from " Observations on Egyptian Man- 

ners, &c."   By J. Antes, Esq.    Dublin, 1801.] 

ON the 15th of November, 1779, Mr. 
Antes, returning from a short country 
excursion to Grand Cairo, was seized by 
some of the attendants of Osman Bey, a 
Mamaluke chief; and, after stripping him 
of his clothes, they demanded money, 
which he not having about him, they 
dragged him before the Bey, telling him 
that he was an European, from whom he 
might get something. 

In order to extort money from him, 
the Bey ordered him to be bastinadoed. 
They first threw him flat on his face, and 
then bent up his legs, so that the soles of 
his feet were horizontal: they then brought 
a large staff, about six feet long, with an 
iron chain fixed to it at each end. This 
chain they threw round both feet above 
the ankles, and twisted them together; 
and two fellows on each side, provided 
with what they called a corbage, held up 
the soles of the feet by means of the stick. 
When thus placed, an officer whispered 
in his ear, " Do not suffer yourself to be 
beaten ; give him a thousand dollars, and 
he will let you go." Mr. Antes, not 
willing to give up the money which he 
had received for the goods of other mer- 
chants, refused : the two men then began 
to beat the soles of his feet, at first mode- 
rately ; but when a second application 
for money was refused, (the demand being 
increased to two thousand dollars,) they 
began to lay on more roughly, and every 
stroke felt as that of a red-hot poker. 

Finding they could get no money, and 
supposing he might have some choice 
golids, a third application was made to 
him by the ofticer : he told them he had 

a fine silver-mounted blunderbuss at his 
lodging, which he would give. The Bey 
asked what he offered: tlie ofiicer sneered, 
and said, " Bir carahina"—that is, " One 
blunderbuss;" on which the Bey said, 
" Ettrup il foi/p"—"Beat the dog!" 
They then began to lay on with all their 
might. " At first," says Mr. Antes, "the 
pain was excruciating, but after some time 
my feeling grew numb, and it was like 
beating a bag of wool." 

Finding that nothing was to be got from 
him, and knowing that he had done no- 
thing to deserve punishment, the Bey 
ordered them to let him go. One of the 
attendants anointed his feet, and bound 
them up with some rags, put him on an 
ass, and conducted him to a house in 
Cairo, and laid him on his bed, where he 
was confined for six weeks before he could 
walk even with crutches; and for more 
than three years his feet and ankles 
were very much swelled; and though 
twenty years had elapsed when he pub- 
lished this account, his feet and ankles 
were so affected that, on any strong exer- 
tion, they were accustomed to swell. 

He mentions instances of the bastinado 
having been applied for three days suc- 
cessively ; and, if the person survived, the 
feet were rendered useless for life : but in 
genera!, he observes, when the sufferer has 
received between five and six hundred 
strokes, the blood gushes from liis mouth 
and nose, and he dies under the operation, 
or soon after. 

How he felt his mind affected on this 
distressing occasion, he thus feelingly de- 
scribes : " I at once gave up myself for 
lost, well knowing that my life depended 
on the caprice of a brute in human shape ; 
and, having heard and seen such examples 
of unrelenting cruelty, I could not expect 
to fare better than others had done before 
me: I had therefore nothing left but to 
cast myself on the mercy of God, com- 
mending my soul to him; and, indeed, I 
must in gratitude confess, that I experi- 
enced his support most powerfully; so that 
all fear of death was taken from me; and 
if I could have bought my life for one 
halfpenny, I shovdd, I believe, have hesi- 
tated to accept the offer " 

London: Printed, for the Proprietor, by Tliomas 
Foale, 2, Upper Soutliampton Street, Pentonville; 
and Published by WILLIAM MARK CLAEK, 
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JRDER Of MR. JOHN HAYES AT THE INSTIGATION OF HIS WIFE. 

[THE MURDERERS  PLOTTING  THE  HIDDANCK  <;f  Till-;  DEAD  liODY.] 

THE dreadful crimes and severe punish- 
ment of Catlierine Hayes liave perhaps 
never been exceeded, if ever equalled. 
The bare recital of them cannot fail to 
make the deepest impression : we, there- 
fore, present the same to our I'eaders. 

Tills diabolical creature was the daugh- 
ter of a poor man of the name of Hall, 
who lived near Birmingham. She resided 
with her parents till she was about fifteen 
years old, when, having a dispute with 
her mother, she left her home, and set 
out with a view of visiting London. Her 
person being rather engaging, some offi- 
cers in the army, meeting her on the 
road, prevailed upon her to accompany 
them to their quarters at Great Ombers- 
ley, Worcestershire, where she remained 
a considerable time.    On being dismissed 

by these officers she strolled about the 
country, till arriving at the house of Mr. 
Hayes, a farmer iu Warwickshire, the 
farmer's wife hired her as a servant. She 
had been but a short time in this service, 
when Mr. Hayes's son fell violently in 
love with her, and a private marriage 
took place, which was thus managed: 
Catherine left the house early in the 
morning, and the younger Hayes, being 
a carpenter, prevailed on his mother to 
let him have some money to buy tools ; 
but as soon as he had it, he set out with 
Catherine, whom he met at a place pre- 
viously agreed on, for Worcester, where 
the nuptial rites were celebrated. 

It happened that the officers by whom 
she had been seduced were at Worcester 
at the time, and, hearing of her marriage, 

C 
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they caused young Hayes to be taken out 
of bed from his wife, imder pretence that 
he had enlisted in the army. Thus situ- 
ated he was compelled to send an account 
of the whole transaction to his father, 
who, though offended with his son for 
the rash step he had taken, went to a 
magistrate, who attended him to Worces- 
ter and demanded by what authority the 
young man was detained. The officers 
endeavoured to excuse their conduct; but 
the magistrate threatening to commit 
them to prison if they did not release 
him, the man immediately obtained his 
liberty. 

The father, irritated at the imprudent 
conduct of his son, severely censured his 
proceedings; but, considering that what 
had passed could not be recalled, he had 
good sense enough to reconcile himself to 
those events which he inwardly deplored. 
He furnished his son with money to com- 
mence business; and the young couple 
soon thrived, appearing to live in har- 
mony ; but Mrs. Hayes, being naturally 
of a restless disposition, prevailed on her 
husband to enlist for a soldier. The regi- 
ment in which he served being ordered 
to the Isle of Wight, Catherine followed 
him thither; but he had not been long 
there before his father procured Iiis dis- 
charge, which, happening in time of war, 
was attended with an expense of 60/. 
On the return of young Hayes and his 
wife, the father gave them an estate of 
10/. per annum, to which he afterwards 
added another of 16/., which, with the 
profit of their trade, would have been 
amply sufficient for their support. The 
husband bore the character of a honest, 
well-disposed man: he treated his wife 
very indulgently, though she constantly 
complained of the covetousness of his dis- 
position; whilst he had much more reason 
to complain of her temper, for she was 
turbulent and quarrelsome, perpetually 
exciting disputes among her neighbours. 

The elder Mr. Hayes, observing with 
concern how unfortunately his son was 
matched, advised him to leave her, and 
settle in some place where she might not 
find him. Such, however, was his attach- 
ment to her, that he could not comply 
with this advice; and she had the power 
of persuading him to repair to London, 
after they had been married about six 
years. On their arrival in the metropolis, 
Mr. Hayes took a house, part of whicli he 

let for lodgings, and opened a shop in the 
chandlery and coal-trade, in which he was 
as successful as he could have desired. 
Exclusive of his profit by shopkeeping, he 
acquired a great deal of money by lending 
small sums on pledges, for at this time 
the trade of pawnhroking was followed by 
any one at pleasure, it having been then 
subject to no regulation. 

Mrs. Hayes's conduct in London was 
still more reprehensible than it had been 
in the country. The chief pleasure of her 
life consisted in creating and encouraging 
quarrels amongst her neighbours; and, 
indeed, her unhappy disposition disco- 
vered itself on every occasion. Some- 
times she would speak of her husband, 
to his acquaintance, in terms of great 
tenderness and respect; whilst, at other 
times, she would represent him to her 
female associates as a compound of every- 
thing that was contemptible in human 
nature. On a particular occasion, she 
told a woman of her acquaintance, that 
she should think it no more sin to murder 
him than to kill a dog. At length, her 
husband finding she made perpetual dis- 
turbances in the neighbourhood, thought 
it prudent to remove to Tottenham Court 
Road, where he carried on his former 
business; but not being as successful 
here as he could have wished, he took 
another house in Tyburn Road, since 
called Oxford Street: liere he continued 
his practice of lending small sums of 
money on pledges, till, liaving acquired a 
decent competency, he left off house- 
keeping, and hired lodgings near the 
same spot. 

Thomas Billings, a journeyman tailor, 
and a supposed son of Mrs. Hayes's, by 
a former connection, lodged in the house 
with Mrs. Hayes; and Mr. Hayes having 
gone into the country on business, his 
wife and this man indulged themselves 
in every species of extravagance. On 
Hayes's return, some of his neighbours 
told him how his wife had been wasting 
his substance, on which he severely cen- 
sured her conduct; and a quarrel arising 
between them, they soon proceeded from 
words to blows. It was generally thought 
that she formed the resolution of murder- 
ing him at this time, as the quarrel hap- 
pened only six weeks before that dreadful 
event. She now began to sound the dis- 
position of Billings, to whom she said it 
was impossible for her to live any longer 
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with her husband; and she urged all 
])ossibIe arguments to prevail on him to 
aid her in the commission of the murder, 
v.hich Billings resisted for some time, but 
at length complied. 

At this period, Thomas Wood, an ac- 
quaintance of IVIr. Hayes, arrived from 
the country; and, as he was apprehensive 
of being impressed, Hayes kindly took 
him into his house, and promised to use 
his interest in procuring him employ- 
ment. After a few days' residence, Mi-s. 
! I ayes proposed to him the murder of her 
husband; but the man was shocked at 
tlie thought of destroying his friend and 
benefactor, and told her he would have 
no concern in so atrocious a deed. How- 
ever, she artfully urged, that he was an 
atheist, and it could be no crime to de- 
stroy a person who had no religion or 
goodness—that be was himself a mur- 
derer, having killed a man in the country, 
and likewise two of his own children, one 
of which he buried under a pear-tree, 
and the other under an apple-tree. She 
likewise said, tliat her husband's death 
would put her in possession of 1500/., of 
the whole of which Wood should have the 
disposal, if he would assist her and Bil- 
lings in the perpetration of the murder. 

Wood went out of town a few days 
after this, and on his return found Mr. 
and IVIrs. Hayes and Billings in company 
together, having drank till they had put 
themselves into the utmost apparent good 
humour. Wood sitting down at Hayes's 
request, the latter said they had drank 
a guinea's worth of liquor, but, notwitli- 
standing this, he was not drunk. A pro- 
posal was now made by Billings, that if 
Hayes could drink six bottles of Mountain 
without being drunk, he would pay for 
it; hut that Hayes should be the pay- 
master if the liquor made him drunk, or 
if be failed of drinking the quantity. 

This proposal being agreed to, Wood, 
Billings, and Mrs. Hayes went to a wine- 
vault to buy the wine, and on their way 
this wicked woman reminded the men 
that the present would be a good oppor- 
tunity of committing the murder, as her 
husband would be perfectly intoxicated. 
The mind of Wood was not yet wrought 
up to a proper pitch for the commission 
of a crime so atrocious as the murder of 
a man who had sheltered and protected 
him ; and this, too, at a time when his 
mind must necessarily be iniprepared for 

his launching into eternity. Mrs. Hayes 
had, therefore, recoiu'se to her former 
arguments, urging, tliat it would be no 
sin to kill him.; Billings seconded all she 
said, and declared he was ready to take 
a part in the horrid deed; and VVood was 
at length prevailed upon to become one 
of the execrable butchers. 

Thus agreed, they went to the wine- 
vault, where Mrs. Hayes paid half-a- 
guinea for six bottles of wine, which being 
sent home by a porter, Mr. Hayes began 
to drink it, while his plotting murderers 
regaled themselves with beer. When he 
had taken a considerable quantity of the 
wine, he danced about the room like a 
man distracted, and at length finislied the 
whole quantity; but not being then in 
an absolute state of stupefaction, his wife 
sent for another bottle, which he likewise 
drank, and then fell senseless on the floor. 
After laying for some time in this condi- 
tion, he got, with much difficulty, into 
another room, and threw himself on a 
bed. When he was asleep, his wife told 
her associates that now was the time to 
execute their plan, as there was no fear 
of any resistance on his part. Accord- 
ingly Billings went into the room with a 
hatchet, with which he struck Hayes so 
violently, that he fractured his skull. 

At this time Hayes's feet hung off the 
bed, and the torture arising from the blow 
made him stamp repeatedly on the floor, 
which being heard by Wood, he also went 
into the room, and, taking the hatchet out 
of Billings's hand, gave the poor man two 
blows, which effectually despatched him. 
A woman, named Springate, who lodged 
in the room over that where the murder 
was committed, hearing the noise occa- 
sioned by Hayes's stamping, imagined 
that the parties might have quarrelled in 
consequence of their intoxication; and 
going down stairs, she told Mrs. Hayes 
that the noise had awakened her husband, 
her child, and herself. Catherine had a 
ready answer to this : she said, some com- 
pany had visited them, and were grown 
merry, but they were on the point of 
taking their leave; with which answer 
Mrs. Springate returned to her room well 
satisfied. 

The murderers then consulted on the 
best manner of disposing of the body, so 
as most effectually to prevent detection. 
Mrs. Hayes proposed to cut oft' the head, 
because if the body were found whole it 
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would be more likely to be known. The 
villains agreeing to this proposition, she 
fetched a pail, lighted a candle, and all 
of them going into the room, the men 
drew the body partly off the bed, when 
Billings supported the head, while Wood, 
with his pocket knife, cut it off; and the 
infamous woman held the pail to receive 
it, being as careful as possible that the 
floor might not be stained with the blood. 

This being done, they poured the blood 
out of the pail into a sink by the window, 
and poured several pails of water after it; 
but, notwithstanding all this care, Mrs. 
Springate observed some congealed blood 
the next morning; though at that time 
she did not in the least suspect what liad 
passed. It was likewise observed, that 
the marks of the blood were visible on the 
floor for some weeks afterwards, though 
Mrs. Hayes had scraped it with a knife, 
and washed it. 

When the head was cut off, this dia- 
bolical woman recommended the boiling 
it till the flesh should part from the bones; 
but the other parties thought this opera- 
tion would take up too much time, and 
therefore advised the throwing it into the 
Thames, in expectation that it would be 
carried off by the tide and sink. This 
being agreed upon, the head was put into 
the pail, and Billings took it under his 
great coat, being accompanied by Wood : 
making a noise in going down stairs, 
Mrs. Springate called, and asked what 
was the matter; to which Mrs. Hayes 
answered, her husband was going a jour- 
ney; and with incredible dissimulation 
she affected to take her leave of him, 
pretending great concern that he was 
under a necessity of going at so late an 
hour, being past eleven. By this artifice, 
Wood and Billings left the house un- 
noticed, and went to Whitehall, where 
they intended to have thrown in the 
head; but the gates being shut, they 
went to a wharf near the Horseferry, 
Westminster. Billings putting down the 
pail, Wood threw the head into the dock, 
expecting it would have been carried 
away by the stream: the tide, however, 
was ebbing. A lighterman, who was then 
in his vessel, heard something fall into 
the dock; but it was too dark for him to 
distinguish any objects. The murderers 
having disposed of the head, returned 
home, and were let in by Mrs. Hayes, 
without   the   knowledge   of   the   other 

lodgers. On the following morning, soon 
after daybreak, as a watchman, named 
Robinson, was going off his stand, he saw 
the pail, and, looking into the dock, ob- 
served the head of a man. Having pro- 
cured some witnesses to this spectacle, 
they took out the head, which they con- 
cluded had been brought in the pail, 
bloody as it was, from some distant part. 

The lightei-man now said he had heard 
something thrown into the dock; and the 
magistrates and parish officers having 
assembled, gave strict orders that the 
most diligent search should be made for 
the body, which, however, was not found 
till some time afterwards; for when the 
murderers had conversed together on the 
disposal of the body, Mrs. Hayes had 
proposed that it should be put into a box 
and buried; and the other parties agree- 
ing to this, she purchased a box, which, 
on being sent home, was found too small 
to contain it; on which she recommended 
the chopping off the legs and arms, which 
was done: the box still being too small, 
the thighs were likewise cut off, all the 
parts packed up together, and the box put 
by till night, when Wood and Billings 
took out the pieces of the mangled body, 
and putting them into two blankets, car- 
ried them into a pond near Mary-la- 
bonne ; which done, they returned to 
their lodging; and Mrs. Springate, who 
had still no suspicion of what had passed, 
opened the door to them. 

In the interim, the magistrates directed 
that the head should be washed clean and 
the hair combed; after which it was put 
on a pole in the churchyard of Saint 
Margaret, Westminster, to give the pub- 
lic an opportunity of viewing it. It was 
likewise ordered, that the parish officers 
should attend the exhibition of the head, 
to take into custody any person who 
might discover symptoms of guilt on the 
sight of it. The high-constable of West- 
minster, on a presumption that the body 
might on the following night be thrown 
where the head had been, gave private 
orders to the inferior constables, to attend 
during the night and stop all coaches, or 
other carriages, or persons with burdens, 
coming near the spot, and examine if 
they could find the body, or any of the 
limbs. 

The head being exposed on the pole, 
so excited the curiosity of the public, that 
innnense crowds of people, of all ranks, 
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went to view it; and among the rest was 
a young man named Bennet, apprentice 
to the King's organ-builder, who, having 
looked at it with great attention, said, he 
thought it was the head of Hayes, with 
whom he had been some time acquainted: 
whereupon he went to Mrs. Hayes, and, 
telling her his suspicions, desired she 
would go and take a view of the head; 
but she stated, that her husband was in 
good health, and advised him to be cau- 
tious in what he said, as such a declara- 
tion might occasion him a great deal of 
trouble: for a while, Mr. Bennet was 
silenced. A journeyman tailor, named 
Patrick, who worked in Monmouth Street, 
having likewise taken a view of the head, 
told his master that he was confident it 
was the head of Hayes; on which some 
other journeymen in the same shop, who 
had likewise known the deceased, went 
and saw it, and returned perfectly assured 
that it was so. As Billings worked at 
this very shop in Monmouth Street, one 
of the journeymen observed to him, that 
he must know the head, as he lodged in 
Hayes's house; but Billings said he had 
left him well in bed when he came to 
work. 

In the morning, Mrs. Hayes gave 
Wood a suit of clotlies which belonged to 
her husband, and sent him to Harrow- 
on-the-Hill: as Wood was going down 
stairs with the bundle of clothes, Mrs. 
Springate asked him what he had got; 
to which Mrs. Hayes readily replied, a 
suit of clothes he had borrowed of an 
acquaintance. Wood coming from Har- 
row-on-the-Hill, Catherine told him that 
the head was found: she said she would 
continue to supply him with money, giv- 
ing him some other clothes that had 
belonged to her husband, and 5s. 

After the head had been exhibited four 
days, without leading to a discovery, a 
surgeon, Mr. Westbrook, was desired to 
put it in spirits, and keep it for the 
farther inspection of all who chose to 
view it. Soon after this, Mrs. Hayes 
quitted her lodgings, and removed to the 
house of Mr. Jones, a distiller, paying 
Mrs. Springate's rent at the former lodg- 
ings, and taking her with her. Wood 
and Billings likewise removed with her: 
she continued to supply them with money, 
and employed herself principally in col- 
lecting cash that had been owing to her 
late husband. 

18 
A sister of Mr. Hayes's, who lived in 

the country, having married a Mr. Davies, 
Hayes had lent Davies some money, for 
which lie had taken his bond; which bond 
Catherine iinding among Mr. Hayes's 
papers, she employed a person to write a 
letter in the name of the deceased, de- 
manding 10/. in part of payment, and 
threatening a prosecution in case of re- 
fusal. Mr. Hayes's motlier being still 
alive, Davies, unable to pay tlie money, 
applied to the old gentlewoman for assist- 
ance, when she agreed to pay the money 
on condition that the bond was sent into 
the country; and wrote to London, inti- 
mating her consent so to do, having no 
suspicion of the horrid transaction which 
had taken place. 

Mr. Hayes not having been seen for a 
considerable time, his friends began to 
inquire after him. Mr. Ashby, in par- 
ticular, who had been on the most inti- 
mate terms with him, called on Mrs. 
Hayes, and demanded what was become 
of him: Catherine pretended to account 
for his absence by a communication to 
be kept profoundly secret. " Some time 
ago," said she, " he happened to have a 
dispute with a man, and from words they 
came to blows, so that Mr. Hayes killed 
him. The wife of the deceased made up 
the affair, on Mr. Hayes's promising to 
pay her a certain annual allowance; but 
he, not being able to make it good, she 
threatened to inform against him, on 
which he absconded." Ashby inquiring 
to what part of the world Mr. Hayes was 
gone, she said, to Portugal, in company 
with some gentlemen ; but she had yet 
received no letter from him. 

The whole of this story seemed highly 
improbable to Mr. Ashby, who went to 
Mr. Longmore, a near relative of Hayes's, 
and suggested that he should also call on 
Catherine, but not let her know that 
Ashby had seen him; for they supposed 
that, by comparing accounts, they might 
form some correct idea. Accordingly, 
Longmore went to Catherine, and inquired 
for her husband: in answer to his ques- 
tions, she said, she presumed Mr. Ashby 
had related the circumstance of his mis- 
fortune; but Longmore rephed, that he 
had not seen Ashby a considerable time, 
and expressed his hope that her husband 
was not imprisoned for debt. " No," slie 
replied, " it is much worse than that." 
" Why," said Longmore, " has he mur- 

^'V 
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dered any one?" To this she answered 
in the affirmative, and, desiring him to 
walk into another room, told him almost 
the same story she had told to Mr. Ashby; 
but instead of saying he was gone to Por- 
tugal, said he was retired into Hertford- 
shire, and, in fear of being attacked, had 
taken four pistols to defend himself 

In the course of conversation Mr. Long- 
more asked her what sura of money her 
husband had in his possession; to which 
she replied, that he had 17s. in his poc- 
ket, and about 26 guineas sewed inside 
the lining of his coat. She added, that 
Mrs. Springate knew the truth of all these 
circumstances, which had induced her to 
pay that woman's rent at the former lodg- 
ings and bring her away. Mrs. Springate 
having been interrogated by Mr. Long- 
more, averred the truth of all that Cathe- 
rine had said, and added, that Mr. Hayes 
was a very cruel husband, having behaved 
with remarkable severity to his wife; but 
Mr. L. said, this must be false, for to his 
knowledge he was remarkably tender and 
indulgent to her. 

Longmore went immediately to Ashby, 
and said he had little doubt, from the dif- 
ference of the stories Catherine had told 
them, that poor Hayes had been mur- 
dered : upon which they determined to 
go to Eaton, a life-guards-man, another 
near relative of the deceased, and com- 
municate their suspicions to him ; but he 
not being at home, they agreed to go to 
Westminster once more; when, upon a 
second view of the head, they concurred 
in opinion, that it was certainly the head 
of Hayes. Subsequently finding Eaton, 
the three proceeded to Longmore's house, 
where they dined, and naturally discussed 
the supposed discovery. 

A brother of Longmore's now joined 
them, who, upon its being proposed that 
Eaton should go to Mrs. Hayes at the 
expiration of two or three days, and make 
inquiries after her husband similar to those 
previously made by the others, urged his 
objections, observing, that, as they had 
reason to believe their suspicions to be so 
well founded, it would be ill policy to lose 
any time, since the murderers would cer- 
tainly eflTect an escape if they should hear 
they were suspected; and, as Wood and 
Billings were drinking with Hayes the 
last time he was seen, he advised that 
they should be immediately taken into 
custody.   This appeared so rational, that 

it was unanimously agreed to act upon it; 
and all the parties going soon after to 
Justice Lambert, they told him their sus- 
picions, with the ground thereof. 

The magistrate thereupon granted a 
warrant for the apprehension of Catherine 
Hayes, Thomas Woods, Thomas Billings, 
and Mary Springate, on suspicion of their 
having been guilty of the murder of John 
Hayes; and Mr. Lambert, anxious that 
there should be no failure in the execution 
of the warrant, determined to attend in 
person. Having procured the assistance 
of two officers of the life-guards, and 
taking with him the several gentlemen 
who had given the information, they went 
to Mrs. Hayes's lodgings at about nine 
o'clock at night. Proceeding up stairs 
without any ceremony, Mr. Jones, the 
landlord, demanded by what authority 
they made so free in his house; but, on 
Mr. Lambert informing him who he was, 
opposition was withdrawn. 

The magistrate going to the door of 
Mrs. Hayes's room, rapped with his cane; 
on which she said, " Who 's there?" when 
he commanded her to open the door, or it 
should be broke open. She replied, she 
would open it as soon as she had put on 
her clothes : she did open it in little more 
than a minute, and was taken into cus- 
tody. Billings was sitting on the side of 
her bed barelegged; on which the magis- 
trate asked if they had been sleeping 
together: Catherine replied, No; BiUings 
had been mending his stockings: to which 
Mr. Lambert added, " His sight must be 
extremely good, as there was neither fire 
or candle-light in the room when we came 
to the door." 

Some of the parties remaining below to 
secure Catherine and Billings, Longmore 
and the magistrate went up stairs and 
took Mrs. Springate into custody; when 
they were all conducted to the house of 
Mr. Lambert, who examined them sepa- 
rately, all persisting in their ignorance of 
anything respecting the murder. They 
were committed for re-examination, how- 
ever, before a bench of magistrates on the 
following day. Mrs. Springate was sent 
to the Gate House; Billings, to the New 
Prison; and Mrs. Hayes, to 'Tothillfields 
Bridewell. 

When the peace-officers, attended by 
Mr. Longmore, went the next day to 
fetch up Catherine for examination, she 
earnestly desired to   see  the  head; and 
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being thouglit prudent to grant her re- 
quest, she was carried to the surgeon's: 
no sooner was the head shown her than 
she exclaimed, " Oh! it is my dear hus- 
band's head! it is my dear husband's 
head!" She now took the glass ease 
that contained it in her arms, and shed 
many tsars while she embraced it. Mr. 
Westbrook told her he would take the 
head out, that she might have a more 
perfect view of it; and on its being done, 
she seemed to be greatly affected, and, 
kissing it repeatedly, begged to be in- 
dulged with a lock of the hair. Mr. 
Westbrook expressing his apprehension 
that she had too much of his blood al- 
ready, she fell into a fit; and on her 
recovery she was conducted to Mr. Lam- 
bert's for re-examination. 

On the morning of this day, as a gen- 
tleman and his servant were crossing the 
fields near Mary-la-bonne, they observed 
something lying in a ditch, which, upon 
taking a nearer view of it, they found to 
consist of some of the parts of a human 
body. Shocked at the sight, the gentle- 
man despatched his servant for assistance 
to investigate the affair farther; and some 
laboiu'ers being procured, they dragged 
tlie pond, and soon found other parts of 
the body wrapped up in a blanket; but 
no head was to be found. A constable 
brought intelligence of this fact while 
Mrs. Hayes was under examination be- 
fore the justices, a circumstance that con- 
tributed to strengthen the idea conceived 
of her guilt. Notwithstanding this, she 
still persisted in her innocence; but tlie 
magistrates, paying no regard to her de- 
clarations, committed her to Newgate for 
trial. Wood being at this time out of 
town, it was thought prudent to defer the 
farther examination of Billings and Mrs. 
Springate till he should be taken into 
custody. On the morning of the suc- 
ceeding Sunday he came on horseback to 
the house where Mrs. Hayes had resided 
when the murder was committed; when 
he was told that she had removed to 
Mr. Jones's. Accordingly he rode thither 
and inquired for her; when the people, 
knowing that he was one of the parties 
charged with the murder, were disposed 
to take him into custody: however, their 
fear of his having pistols prevented their 
doing so; but, unwilling that such an 
atrocious offender should escape, they told 
him that Mrs. Hayes was gone on a visit 

to the Green Dragon, in King Street, 
(kept by Mr. Longmore,) and sent a 
person to direct him to the place. 

The brother of Longmore being at the 
door on his arrival, and knowing him 
well, pulled him from his horse, and ac- 
cused him of being an accomplice in the 
murder: he was immediately delivered 
to the custody of some constables, who 
conducted him to the house of Justice 
Lambert, before whom he underwent an 
examination; and, refusing to make any 
confession, he was sent to Totliillfields 
Bridewell for farther examination. At 
the prison he was informed that the body 
had been found; and not doubting that 
the whole affair would come to light, he 
begged that he might be carried back to 
the justice's house. Thisj being made 
known to Mr. Lambert, he sent for the 
assistance of two other magistrates; and 
the prisoner being brought up, he ac- 
knowledged the particulars of the murder, 
and signed his confession. It is thought 
that he entertained some hope of being 
admitted an evidence; but as his sur- 
render was not voluntary, and as his 
accomplices were in custody, the magis- 
trates told him he must abide the verdict 
of a jury. His commitment was made 
out for Newgate; but so exceedingly were 
the passions of the populace excited on 
the occasion, that it was feared he would 
be torn to pieces by the mob; and it was 
therefore thought prudent to procure a 
guard of a serjeant and eight soldiers, 
who conducted him to prison with their 
bayonets fixed. 

A gentleman named Mercer having 
visited Mrs. Hayes in Newgate the day 
before Wood was taken into custody, she 
desired he would go to Billings and urge 
him to confess the whole truth, as the 
proofs of their guilt were such, that no 
advantage could be expected from a far- 
ther denial of the fact. Accordingly the 
gentleman went to Billings, who, being 
carried before Justice Lambert, made a 
confession, agreeing in all its circum- 
stances with that of Wood; and there- 
upon Mrs. Springate was set at liberty, 
as her innocence was evident from their 
uniform testimony. Numbers of people 
no\v went to see Mrs. Hayes in Newgate; 
and on her being asked what could induce 
her to commit so atrocious a crime, she 
gave different answers, but frequently 
alleged  that   Mr.  Hayes  had  been  an 
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unkind husband to her, a circumstance 
which was contradicted by the report of 
every person to whom the deceased was 
known. 

In the history of this woman there is a 
strange mystery. She called Billings her 
son; but he knew nothing of her being 
his mother, nor did her relations know 
anything of the birth of such a child. 
All that Billings knew of his childhood 
was, that he had lived with a country 
shoemaker who passed for his father, and 
who had sent him to school, and appren- 
ticed him to a tailor. He was said to 
have been found in a basket near a farm- 
house, where he must have been dropped 
by his unnatural mother. 

Thomas Wood was born near Ludlow, 
in Shropshire, and brought up to the 
business of husbandry: he was so remark- 
able for his harmless and sober conduct 
when a boy, as to be very much esteemed. 
On the death of his father, his mother 
took a public-house for the support of her 
children, of whom this Thomas was the 
eldest; and he behaved so dutifully to his 
mother, that the loss of her husband was 
scarcely felt. He was equally diligent 
abroad and at home; for when the affairs 
of the house were insufficient to employ 
him he worked for the farmers, by which 
lie greatly contributed to the support of 
the family. On attaining years of matu- 
rity he engaged himself as waiter at an 
inn in the country, whence he removed 
to other inns, in all his places preserving 
a fair character. At length he came to 
London; and, fearful of being impressed, 
as already mentioned, he obtained the 
protection of Mr. Hayes, who behaved in 
a very friendly manner to him, till the 
arts of a vile woman prevailed upon him 
to imbrue his hands in the blood of his 
benefactor. 

Mrs. Hayes having made no confession, 
flattered herself there was a chance of her 
being acquitted. The indictment being 
opened, and the witnesses heard, the jury, 
fully convinced of the commission of the 
fact, found her guilty. 

The prisoners being brought to the bar 
to receive sentence, Mrs. Hayes entreated 
that she might not be burnt, according to 
the then law for petty treason, alleging 
•that she was not guilty, as she did not 
istrike the fatal blow; but she was informed 
by the court, that the sentence awarded 
by the law could not be dispensed with. 

Billings and Wood also hoped that, as 
they had made so full and free a con- 
fession, they would escape the ignominy 
of being hung in chains. 

After conviction, the behaviour of Wood 
was uncommonly penitent and devout: he 
confessed he was ready to suffer death 
under every mark of disgrace, as some 
atonement for the atrocious crime he had 
committed; but, being seized with a vio- 
lent fever, he died in prison, defeating the 
final execution of the law. 

Billings, who also fully confessed his 
guilt, and acknowledged the justice of his 
sentence, saying no punishment could be 
adequate to the excess of the crime of 
which he had been guilty, was executed 
in the usual manner, and hung in chains, 
not far from the pond in which Mr. 
Hayes's body was found, in Mary-la- 
bonne fields. 

The behaviour of Mrs. Hayes was at 
first in no degree reformed: having an 
intention to destroy herself, she procured 
a phial of strong poison, which was casu- 
ally tasted by another female delinquent, 
who, burning her lips, broke the phial, 
and thereby frustrated the design. On 
the 9th of May, 1726, however, she re- 
ceived the sacrament; after which she 
was drawn on a sledge to Tyburn, to 
undergo her tragic end. 

The wretched woman having finished 
her devotions, an iron chain was put 
round her body, by which she was fixed 
to a post near the gallows. When women 
were burnt for petty treason, it was cus- 
tomary to strangle them, by means of a 
rope passed round the neck, and pulled 
by the executioner, so that they were 
dead before the ilames reached the body: 
but Catherine Hayes was literally burnt 
alive; for the executioner letting go the 
rope sooner than usual, in consequence of 
the flames reaching his hands, the fire 
burnt fiercely round her, and the spec- 
tators beheld her pushing the faggots 
from her, while she rent the air with her 
cries and lamentations. Other faggots 
were instantly thrown on her; but she 
survived amidst the flames for a consider- 
able time, and her body was not totally 
pulverised in less than three hours. 
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MURDER OF MR. BIRD AND HIS HOUSEKEEPER, OF GREENWICH. 

[VIEW OF THE TRANSACTION.J 

THE Sth of February, 1818, brought to 
light the horrible murder of Mr. Bird and 
his housekeeper, who resided near the 
Mitre, at Greenwich; the particulars con- 
nected with which we purpose laying 
before our readers in three chapters, the 
second and third to be given in one or 
more of our future Numbers. 

CHAPTER I. 

WE first proceed to a description of facts 
respecting Mr. Bird, who reached eighty- 
eight years of age : he had resided many 
years in the town of Greenwich, wliere he 
carried on the trade of a tallow-chandler, 
in which he had acquired a sufficient 
property to enable him to retire from 
business, and live on his income, arising 
from houses, and money in the funds. 
Subsequent to the death of his wife, which 

happened about two years previous to the 
occurrence of tlie event which forms the 
especial theme of our present tale of 
horror, no person had resided with him 
besides his housekeeper, Mary Simmons, 
who had invariably accompanied him to 
Greenwich church, at which place be was 
a regular attendant, being always in his 
pew at the commencement of the services. 
On the morning in question it was noticed 
that they were not in their seats as usual, 
and that the shutters of their dwelling had 
not been opened at the usual time; which 
circumstances afforded the firmest ground 
for suspecting something peculiar—if not 
dreadful—had occurred; and a deter- 
mination was therefore formed of forcing 
an admission by the garden, at the back 
of the house. On the entrance of the 
parties into the passage, a most appalling 

D 
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spectacle presented itself: the body of the 
housekeeper was lying on its face in a 
shocking state, her skull driven in and 
fractured in a most inhuman manner. 
Proceeding from this frightful scene, 
another presented itself, equally calcu- 
lated, from its similarity, to make the 
beholder's " knotty and combined locks 
to stand erect." In a parlour adjoining 
the passage, the body of Mr. Bird was 
lying on its back, with the arms stretched, 
and the head more fractured than that of 
his housekeeper: the forehead was driven 
in about an inch deep, and the wound 
was as large as a crown-piece. The 
wounds had no doubt been inflicted with 
a large blunt instrument, employed by a 
powerful man, who apparently must have 
been left-handed. 

This horrid disclosure naturally created 
a very considerable degree of agitation 
and alarm in the town of Greenwich. 
Mr. Bignell, a solicitor, sent off an ex- 
press to the public office. Bow Street; 
and two officers proceeded, with all pos- 
sible speed, to examine the premises, and 
to endeavour to discover suspicious cha- 
racters, but without finding any trace of 
the murderer. There was no doubt the 
object of the attack was plunder : the 
keys of the drawers and boxes had been 
procured evidently from the pockets of 
the deceased, as they were stained with 
blood. In a drawer which had not been 
opened were found 31/. in bank notes, 
which were ascertained to be the amount 
of a dividend Mr. Bird had received at 
the Bank on the 20th of January: the 
murderer also left four silver salts, several 
table and other spoons, and a soup-ladle. 

On the dreadful and distressing intelli- 
gence being communicated to Mr. Bird's 
son, he hastened to the house, where the 
overwhelming grief and distraction with 
which he was agitated, on viewing the 
mangled body of his deceased father, 
was such as can be imagined better than 
related. 

A coroner's inquest was held; and the 
jury, after being sworn, went to take a 
view of the bodies, which were found in 
the state already described. They next 
took a view of the premises: a brick wall, 
about eleven feet high, divided the de- 
ceased's garden from another in the rear, 
called Powis's garden, in which the marks 
of many footsteps were traced; the tile of 
a summer-house lay on the ground, and 

appeared to be newly broken by some 
person in climbing over tlie wall, as the 
marks of footsteps appeared quite plain in 
the mould on the deceased's garden; in 
which the old gentleman chiefly passed 
the day, taking much delight in beautify- 
ing it. Two bottles, which appeared to 
have been recently emptied, and a 
tobacco-pipe, lay on the parlour table, 
having the marks of blood upon them ; 
whence it was conjectured that the mur- 
derer or murderei's had a regalement. 
The jury adjourned till seven o'clock in 
the evening, when evidence was adduced 
to the following effect. 

Mr. Frederick Finch, surgeon, swore 
that the wounds, in his opinion, were 
inflicted with a bricklayer's hammer, or 
similar tool. 

Mr. David Thomas sworn.—I reside 
next door to the deceased. The brother 
of Mr. Bird called at my house, and said 
he wished to get into his brother's house, 
which was locked up. He got over my 
yard, which leads to the deceased's back- 
door. Efforts had been previously made 
to get in at the front-door by knocking at 
it and ringing. I went round to the back 
of the house with some other persons, and 
opened the kitchen-window by forcing the 
shutters. I then entered at the window, 
and went to the back-door, unlatched and 
unbolted it, and let several persons in. 
We walked towards the stairs, and there 
I saw the body of Mary Simmons, lying 
at the bottom of the stairs, on her back, 
quite dead; her head beat in a most 
dreadful manner, and a vast quantity of 
blood on the floor which liad issued from 
the wounds. In the front parlour I saw 
Mr. Bird lying on the floor; his wig was 
off'; on one side of him lay his spectacles, 
which were broken. On the table lay a 
pocket-book, with some papers in it, and 
a lottery-ticket lying at the side of it. 
A candle and stick stood on the ground. 
A penknife lay on the floor by his right- 
hand breeches pocket. There was no 
watch in his fob-pocket. I remarked the 
fire which was in the kitchen ; the coal on 
it appeared to have been put on within 
five hours;, it was not burnt at all: the 
fire would have lasted an hour or two 
longer. The female, Simmons, lay with 
her head against the stairs, and her feet 
towards the front-door. The banister of 
the stairs was broken. I went up stairs; 
the beds appeared not to have been laid 
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in. Some of the bed furnitures were 
bloody. The drawers were all open, and 
the articles thrown out on the floor; some 
of them were also bloody. The face of 
Simmons was covered with blood ; she 
appeared to have laid face downwards in 
a gore of blood, and had been turned 
afterwards face upwards: her pockets had 
not been rifled. 

Mr. William Buer, butcher, who en- 
tered the house with the last witness, 
corroborated his evidence. 

Mr. John Lawrence Bicknell, attorney, 
of Greenwich, went to the house of the 
deceased about half-past one o'clock on 
Sunday morning, and searched to find the 
weapon which the wounds had been in- 
flicted with: he searched the house, but 
could not find anything like it. In the 
attic, lie found lying on the floor a Bank 
of England ILI. note. There was a trunk 
on the floor, which had been rifled. It 
appeared that some person had sat on a 
chair which stood near the trunk, and had 
turned over every article in the trunk. 
There were also a number of letters lying 
about in confusion. A Bank stock receipt 
was lying on the bed. The bed had not 
been lain in since it had been made up; 
but there was an impression, which ap- 
peared to have been caused by some one 
sitting on it. 

At this part of the investigation, the 
beadle informed the coroner that Sidney, 
the watchman of London Street, (the 
street in which the deceased resided,) had 
found a candle and stick in the cellar 
of the deceased's house, placed under a 
wooden utensil, apparently for the purpose 
of setting fire to the house; supposed to 
have been placed there after the murders 
were committed. 

The brother of Mary Simmons stated, 
that his sister had in her box, to his 
certain knowledge, 7 guineas and some 
silver. 

It was supposed that gold, silver, and 
bills, belonging to Mr. Bird, had been 
stolen, to a great amount. 

The coroner said, that no evidence had 
been adduced to fix the murder on any 
particular person ; and if the jury thought 
proper, as it was late, (eleven o'clock at 
night,) he would adjourn the inquest to a 
future day. The jury were of opinion 
such a proceeding would be best, and 
it was adjourned accordingly; the jury 
entering into recognizances, in the sura of 

40/. each, to appear at the time appointed 
to renew the investigation. 

The Gazette of the following night 
contained the promise of a pardon to any 
person concerned in the murders, except 
the actual perpetrators, who should lead 
to the apprehension of the murderer or 
murderers. A reward of 500 guineas, 
with the same exception, was added on 
behalf of the inhabitants of the parish of 
Greenwich. 

On the 13th the inquest met again ; 
but nothing important transpired; and 
their verdict was simply, " Wilful murder 
against some person or persons unknown." 
The coflins in which the bodies of the 
unfortunate persons were deposited were, 
after their relatives and friends had taken 
a last view of them, now screwed down ; 
and at the time appointed for their burial, 
vast crowds assembled together to witness 
it: such a sight, indeed, was never before 
viewed in Greenwich. It was a consi- 
derable time before the procession could 
advance, in consequence, from the house 
of the decased to Greenwich church, 
which was to find a shelter for them in 
their parent earth. 

Notwithstanding the most active exer- 
tions in seeking the discovery and appre- 
hension of the ferocious perpetrator or 
perpetrators of these shocking murders, 
no clue was obtained by which the dread- 
ful mystery could be unravelled until the 
month of March, when the gradual de- 
velopment of certain accidental circum- 
stances led to the tracing of some of the 
late Mr. Bird's property in the possession 
of Charles Hussey, who was therefore 
pointed out as the probable assassin, and 
ultimately arrested, tried, and convicted. 

Hussey, it appeared, had been so far 
suspected, immediately after the inquest, 
as to be detained and questioned on the 
subject by one of the constables; but the 
account he then gave of himself, together 
with the explanation of a publican, in 
whose house he professed to spend the 
evening, was considered sufiiciently satis- 
factory to prevent his being carried before 
a magistrate; and soon after being set at 
liberty he absconded. 

Immediately after a hearing by the 
magistrates of the circumstances which 
involved Hussey in suspicion, all possible 
means were resorted to for eff'ecting his 
apprehension: more than twenty of the 
most  active metropolitan police-officer* 
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were despatched in every direction—some 
into distant parts of the country; and 
advertisements were inserted in all the 
principal newspapers, describing his per- 
son, and repeating the offers of reward for 
his arrest. 

In this instance, the exertions of the 
regular police-officers were not, however, 
crowned with their usual success, and the 
immediate circumstances of his apprehen- 
sion may almost be considered as acci- 
dental. No intelligence was received of 
him till the 3d of April, when informa- 
tion was received at Bow Street office, 
from the agent of Mr. Field, attorney, of 
Deddington, who said he had a letter 
from Mr. Field, stating that Hussey was 
taken in that town, and that he would 
be immediately brought up to London. 
The letter also stated, that they should 
travel in the Woodstock coach till within 
the last stage of London, and then they 
should come from thence in a post-chaise 
to avoid bustle and confusion. This com- 
munication, which excited a considerable 
degree of interest, was sent to Greenwich; 
and Mr. Bicknell, solicitor, of that place, 
arid other gentlemen, attended at the office 
to be present at his examination. 

At four o' clock the magistrates and 
others were assembled, in anxious expect- 
ation of his arrival; and in that state of 
suspense they were kept for nearly three 
hours. At half-past five o'clock, a mes- 
senger was sent to the inn where the 
Woodstock coach stops, when it was as- 
certained that the coach had arrired, but 
had not brought the expected passengers : 
some little doubt then began to be enter- 
tained of the correctness of the informa- 
tion ; hut a second letter having been 
received from another person upon the 
same subject, it was concluded that some- 
thing had happened to Iprevent their tra- 
velling in the way intended. In the midst 
of surmises, a little before seven o'clock, 
all suspense was relieved by a hackney 
coach driving to the door, in which were 
Mr. Field and a constable, with Hussey 
handcuffed to another man. All was 
bustle: curiosity was raised to a very 
high pitch, and a great pressure was made 
by all present to view the man who was 
charged with such heinous offences. He 
was delivered into the custody of Adkins 
and Vickery, who conveyed him into their 
room; and after he was released from his 
handcuff, the officers proceeded to search 

him very minutely: on taking off his 
boots, something dropped out of one of 
them, which proved to be a large ring, 
supposed to he set with diamonds. It 
was asked if he had been searched in the 
country? it was answered that he had; 
but it was admitted that his boots had 
not been taken off, that he had slept in 
them, and that they were cleaned on his 
feet that morning. The account Hussey 
gave of the ring being in his boot was, 
that when he went to the privy it fell out 
of his fob into his boot.    " It was " (said 
he) " among  the things "    " What 
things?" " In the bundle in which the 
things were that I found against a tree, 
in Mr. Smith's grounds, at Greenwich." 
" Is this the account you mean to give of 
the ring?" " Yes, it is; I have no other 
account to give." 

Mr. Birnie entered the room, and tho 
prisoner, who had dressed himself, after 
having been searched, was taken into the 
office, and placed at the bar, with Adkins 
and Vickery on each side of him. Mr. 
Birnie then commenced the examination 
of the prisoner. 

John Poulton, the man who discovered 
and apprehended the prisoner, stated, that 
he keeps a public-house in Deddington, 
Oxfordshire, and is constable of the parish. 
On Tuesday night two men, one of them 
a lath-render, and the other a tradesman 
of Wolvercot, came to his house, and 
called for supper and beds, with which 
they were accommodated. They left his 
house about six o'clock on Wednesday 
morning: they told him their business in 
travelling was the pursuit of the prisoner, 
whose person they described very accu- 
i-ately to him, saying he had a gold ring 
upon his person, with this remarkable in- 
scription on it—" To the memory of six 
children." The men did not say how they 
knew the prisoner was in that part of the 
country, or that he had such a ring as 
they described upon his person. 

Connected with this part of the subject 
is the following information, though not 
given in evidence by Poulton.—When 
Hussey arrived at Wolvercot, a village 
but a short distance from the city of 
Oxford, he entered a public-house which 
is kept by one of the men who went to 
Deddington in pursuit of him, and gave 
the information respecting him to Mr. 
Poulton, and asked if he could have a 
bed: the landlady not being able to ac- 
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commodato him, a butcher offered him 
one at his house, which he accepted, and 
slept at his house that night. The land- 
lord and the butcher suspected Hussey to 
be a collegian from Oxford, he having 
a very respectable appearance, being 
dressed in black, &c. He returned to 
the public-house to breakfast on the Sun- 
day morning, and remained there during 
that day; in the course of which he took 
out of his pocket a gold ring, which the 
landlord by chance happened to look at, 
and observed the inscription on it, " To 
the memory of six children." In the 
evening Hussey presented a 11. bank-note 
to the landlord to pa)' the amount of his 
bill, which the landlord declined taking, 
having observed several of .his acts and 
his convei-sation to be mysterious. Hus- 
sey then proposed to leave the ear-rings 
as a security for the payment of the 
amount of his bill, till he came there 
again on the Wednesday following, he 
being then going to Oxford, which the 
landlord agreed jto; and Hussey left the 
house, saying he was going to Oxford. 
In consequence of these suspicious cir- 
cumstances, the landlord was induced to 
consult a neighbour; and on referring to 
a newspaper, they were both convinced 
that this mysterious person was Hussey. 
The landlord then procured the lath- 
render to go with him. They heard of a 
man answering the description of Hussey 
having slept at the top of a bean-rick; 
and on continuing their journey, they 
were instrumental in the apprehension 
of Hussey, in the way described. 

Poulton farther stated, that the two 
men left his house for Banbury, where 
they were going in pursuit of him. After 
the men had left his house, he went and 
read the Oxford newspaper, in which he 
saw the prisoner advertised as described 
by the men. Soon after nine o'clock he 
saw the prisoner pass by his house; and 
his person answering the description given 
by the men and the advertisement, he 
went out and followed him ; he saw him 
go into the shop of Mr. William Ryman, 
a next-door neighbour, where he learnt 
that he had sold a waistcoat for 2s., and 
had inquired for a painter at Deddington, 
saying that he was himself a painter. 
The prisoner went from Mr. Ryman's 
shop to the tap of the King's Arms inn, 
where he had some bread and cheese, and 
a cup of beer.   The witness asked a neigh- 

bour of the name of Churchill to accom- 
pany him : they watched and followed the 
prisoner from the tap of the King's Arms 
to a farm-yard, which he supposed was a 
thoroughfare, whence, finding it was not 
so, he returned. He was then convinced 
that the prisoner was a stranger ; and he 
went up to him. boldly, and said he must 
go with him, as he had strong suspicion 
he was the man advertised. The prisoner, 
after some hesitation, confessed his name 
was Charles Hussey. On his taking him 
to his house he proceeded to search him, 
and found a watch and a pocket-book, 
with a ring in it, part of the property 
stolen from the late Mr. Bird's house. 

Mr. Birnie addressed the prisoner— 
" This constable has brought you here; 
I presume, you know the charges that are 
against you." The prisoner denied any 
knowledge thereof. 

The magistrate informed him, he was 
charged with being the murderer, or one 
of the murderers, of Mr. Bird and his 
housekeeper, and with having robbed the 
house, at Greenwich. He replied, " I 
know no more about it than you do, your 
worship. I acted like a villain in not 
making it known when I had the things" 
(meaning the things which he said he 
found against a tree in Mr. Smith's 
grounds at Greenwich) " which were 
stolen from Mr. Bird's house." 

When Poulton searched the prisoner at 
Deddington, he asked hira for the ring 
which the men who had been at his house 
had described as having the inscription on 
it—" To the memory of six children." 
The prisoner admitted that he had such a 
ring, but had thrown it down the privy, 
at the tap of the King's Arms inn, at 
Deddington; where, on examination, the 
ring was found, wrapped up in a piece 
of rag. This was now produced to the 
magistrate, as the supposed property of 
Mr. Bird. 

The magistrate called upon Mr. Bick- 
nell, the solicitor, to swear that Charles 
Hussey was charged with the murder of 
Mr. Bird, and that he suspected the pri- 
soner to be the man. Mr. Bignell did so, 
and the examination proceeded. 

Mr. Poulton then stated, that the pri- 
soner had been in Deddington about an 
hour and a half previous to his appre- 
hending him: he had been at the Plough 
public-house, where he had two pints of 
beer.    The prisoner denied to him any 
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knowledge of the murders or rohbery, 
but admitted being in possession of the 
stolen property. 

The watch found on him was num- 
bered 343, and made by Miles Patrick, 
of Greenwich. A pawnbroker's duplicate 
was also found upon the prisoner, for a 
ring, dated a few days after the murder 
and robbery. 

The magistrate told the prisoner that it 
would be necessary for him to account for 
being possessed of the things which had 
been stolen. In reply, he said, that be- 
tween four and five o'clock on the Sunday 
afternoon, after the murders and robbery, 
he saw a man get over a wall into Mr. 
Smith's grounds, at Greenwich, and run ; 
he followed him, and saw him put a bun- 
dle down against a large tree and leave it 
there, and then run again: curiosity led 
him to the spot, and he opened part of the 
bundle, and saw two watches and the 
handle of a silver soup-ladle: he left the 
bundle then as he found it. On the 
Saturday afternoon following he went to 
the spot again, and found the bundle 
against the tree exactly in the same state 
as when he left it. He denied that the 
•waistcoat which he sold to Mr. Ryman 
was part of Mr. Bird's property, averring 
that he bought it a few miles beyond 
Oxford. The bundle, he said, did not 
contain the pocket-book found upon him; 
but its contents consisted, he believed, of 
three watches, a silver soup-ladle, a silver 
wine-strainer, four sheets, six or eight 
shirts, six rings, a quantity of old silver 
coins, two 21. Bank of England notes, and 
three 1^. notes. The rings were wrapped 
up in rags. There was no wearing ap- 
parel in the bundle, and he did not recol- 
lect anything else that it contained. He 
put all the things which were in the bun- 
dle into his box, which was at Lutton's 
Greenwich academy. 

Being asked what the bundle was 
wrapped in, he replied, in a spotted 
shawl; and being asked what had be- 
come of that, he answered, it might be 
there (in the box) now, for anything he 
knew. He said he had pledged one of 
the rings at a pawnbroker's in Tottenham 
Court Road, opposite the Southampton 
Arms public-house, for 5s., in his own 
name. He said he had worn black since 
the time of his losing a relation. His 
motive for absenting himself was, that he 
was ashamed to return back, after having 

such things in his possession, (meaning 
Mr. Bird's stolen property,) and not 
coming forward at the time to tell of it, 
He removed his box, containing the stolen 
property, from Lutton's academy to the 
house of Mrs. Goddard, No. 35, Hughes'i 
Fields, Deptford. He said there was a 
stick near the bundle when he found it, 
as if a man had been carrying it across 
his shoulder. 

He was asked, if he went alone when 
he went to take some of the things out of 
the box: to which he replied, that while 
the box was at Lutton's academy he 
took the rings out and put them into 
his pocket; no person was present at the 
time. He took his box to Mrs. Goddard'i 
on the Wednesday after the Saturday on 
which he removed the things from Mr. 
Smith's grounds ; William Haslewood was 
present. It was inquired if he had any- 
thing to say respecting the charges made 
against him : he replied, he had nothing 
to say upon the subject. " You will he 
examined on a future day, when witnessei 
will attend against you; and it will bt 
heard what they have to say," said the 
magistrate. " Very good, sir," said the 
prisoner. 

Poulton, the constable that appre- 
hended the prisoner, then marked the 
whole of the property found upon the 
said prisoner; after which he was bound 
over to give evidence at the prisoner's 
trial, at the next assizes for the county of 
Kent. 

The prisoner, who betrayed no par- 
ticular emotion during the examination, 
was strongly ironed at the conclusion, 
and conveyed to the House of Correction, 
where he remained till the 9th of April; 
when, it being known that on that daj 
he would he removed to Greenwich for 
final examination, a vast multitude col- 
lected to see him. At about a quartei 
before nine o'clock a glass coach drove 
ovit, containing the prisoner very heavilj 
ironed, guarded by three police-officers 
inside, and three or four constables on 
the outside on foot, which set off for 
Greenwich. He did not appear to feel 
the least emotion; there was, in fact, an 
air of brutal carelessness—a seeming 
calmness about him. Two of the con- 
stables got up behind the coach, and 
another on the box with the coachman, 
who drove on at a quick pace in order 
to get clear of the crowd.    Proceeding 
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towards Greenwich, a person mounted 
horse near Deptford, and rode before the 
coach, hallooing, Hussey, the murderer, 
is coming! so that the last part of the 
road leading into Greenwich was com- 
pletely lined with spectators. 

On their arrival at Greenwich, the 
coach drove up, amidst several thousands 
of spectators assembled on the occasion, 
to the door of the national school, near 
the church, which was purposely fitted up 
for the examination. When the coach 
stopped, the multitude assailed Hussey 
with horrid execrations of " Blackguard! " 
" Murderer! " " Drag him out! " " Tear 
him to pieces!" When the prisoner was 
conducted out of the coach, he saw his 
brother, whom he shook by the hand, and 
spoke to concerning a debt of 5s. He 
was then taken in and placed at the 
bar, and his examination proceeded. The 
prisoner's box being produced, was found 
to contain five shirts, three watches, a 
silver punch-ladle, and other articles, and 
likewise the ring and other things found 
on the prisoner when apprehended: the 
whole of the property was identified. The 
spotted shawl, in which the stolen pro- 
perty fwas tied up, was also produced, 
stained with blood. 

The evidence adduced was calculated 
clearly to bring the murder home to the 
prisoner; upon which he made a similar 
defence to that made at Bow Street, with 
the addition that on the Saturday night 
of the murder he was at a free and easy 
club. The man whom he described as 
having seen running with the stolen pro- 
perty, wore a brown jacket and white 
trowsers. He said that, after the man 
had put the bundle, containing the stolen 
property, down against the tree and left 
it, he, after slightly examining it, covered 
it with a mat and some rubbish ; thus 
accovmting for its not having been dis- 
covered after leaving it there for seven 
days.^ 

After the examination had closed, it 
was with great difficulty Hussey could be 
preserved from the rage of the populace: 
he was obliged to be conveyed through a 
private way in the churchyard, when he 
was put into a coach, which conveyed 
him to Maidstone gaol, to be confined 
there till his trial. 

At the Kent assizes, July 31, 1818, 
the prisoner was brought to the bar, and 
arraigned on  two indictments; namely. 

for the wilful murder of Mr. George Bird 
and his maid-servant, Mary Simmons. 
He was dressed in a good black coat and 
waistcoat, and mixed pantaloons; and he 
appeared composed, both in his manner 
of entering the court, and the mode of 
answeiing the questions put to him on 
his arraignment. When the clerk of the 
arraigns put to him the usual questions, 
" Guilty or Not guilty," and how he 
would be tried, he answered with a firm 
tone, and with something like a practised 
manner, " Not guilty;" and, he would be 
tried by God and his country. 

A model of the premises was exhibited 
in court, representing the situation of Mr. 
Bird's house with respect to the academy, 
where Hussey deposited his box, and the 
other buildings mentioned in evidence. 
The plan was on a large scale, but the 
court remarked, that, if not necessary, it 
would rather tend to perplex and distract 
the minds of the Jury than to enlighten 
them. 

Mr. Berens opened the pleadings; after 
which Mr. Serjeant Onslow, in a luminous 
statement, detailed the circumstances of 
the case, giving a connected view of the 
evidence which he was to bring forward, 
showing how it bore against the prisoner, 
examining the weight of every part of it, 
and laying it before the jury in a very 
methodical and distinct manner. He 
dwelt particularly on the discovery of 
a hammer in a pond near Vansittart's 
Place, Greenwich, the size and shape of 
which corresponded with the marks 
on the bodies of the murdered victims, 
which hammer it would be shown in 
evidence belonged to one of the witnesses, 
who had lost it a short time before the 
murder from a room to which Hussey had 
free and constant access. The learned 
Serjeant also commented on the evidence 
which contradicted the statements made 
by Hussey in his own defence, both in 
his examination before the magistrates, 
and in two letters found on his person 
when apprehended—the one addressed to 
Mrs. Walmsley, the mistress of the Tiger's 
Head public-house, at Greenwich, and the 
other to his brother. These letters said 
that he had embarked for America, though 
he was then in Oxfordshire—in the heart 
of England; and that he had been all the 
Saturday night, from seven o'clock down- 
wards, when the murder was committed, 
at the Tiger's Head, among the society 
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that met there, called the lodge of Odd 
Fellows: this last statement he would 
disprove by the evidence of persons who 
were there. The whole evidence, he re- 
minded the jury, was circumstantial; but, 
according to a trite observation, circum- 
stantial evidence was sometimes stronger 
than direct testimony, as circumstances 
could not be so easily falsified. 

The remaining chapters will contain an 
ample account of the evidence brought 
forward at the trial, the judge's charge to 
the jury, with his summing up; conclud- 
ing with an account of the prisoner's con- 
fession as to how far he was guilty of the 
crimes imputed to him, and for the com- 
mission of which he suffered the utmost 
penalty of the law, in the forfeit of his 
life. 

A WISE JURY. 

Gun readers have doubtless heard of the 
juryman who formed one of the inquest 
upon the body of a man who drowned 
himself in a canal somewhere in Lanca- 
shire, and who, upon his brother jurymen 
wishing to bring in a verdict of Felo de 
se, observed, " Fell in the sea be blowed! 
Didn't he fall in the canal?" A " round 
dozen" of wise men, at the Old Bailey, a 
few months ago, before whom two women 
•were tried for stealing some mutton, after 
a long consultation, found the prisoners 
"Guilty, but not with a felonious intent." 
This hot-and-cold verdict somewhat posed 
the common serjeant, who at last observed, 
" Then they are not gwilty; if guilty, the 
intent must he felonious." The foreman 
of the jury hereupon started up, as if 
some sudden light had just broken in 
upon him, and exclaimed, ** O then, my 
lord, they are Not guilty." The Lanca- 
shire juryman was a Solomon compared 
to the wiseacres at the Old Bailey. 

CRIMINAL RETURNS FOR 1835: DECREASE 
OF CRIME. 

AN interesting document, showing the 
decrease of crime, has just been printed 
by order of the commissioners of the 
MetropoHtan police, it is entitled "Cri- 
minal Returns for 1835; or, the number 
of persons taken into custody by the 
Metropolitan police, and the results of the 
charges in the year 183.3, with compara- 
tive statements for the years 1831, 1832, 

1833, 1834, and 1835." A copy of it has 
been forwarded to every magistrate acting 
in those divisions of the counties of IMid- 
dlesex', Surrey, Kent, and Essex, within 
the commissioners' jurisdiction. The fol- 
lowing is a synopsis of its contents. 

Taken into custody during the vear— 
Males, 41,255; Females, 22,219. 'Total, 
63,474; being a decrease from the num- 
bers taken during 1832, of no less than 
14,009; and from the previous year, 
(1834,) of 795. 

Of whom were discharged by the 
magistrates — Males, 19,987; Females, 
12,557.    Total, 32,544. 

Summarily convicted, or held to bail— 
Males, 18,921; Females, 8,896. Total, 
27,817. 

Committed for  trial —Males,   2,347 
Females,  766.    Total,  3,113:  of which 
number, 1,736 Males, and 501 Femah 
were convicted and sentenced to the fol- 
lowing punishments. 

Death—'Males, 51;   and 1  Female. 
Total, 52. 

Transportation for life—Males, G6; 
Females, 13.    Total, 79. 

Transportation for fourteen years— 
Males, 58;  Females, 9.    Total, 67. 

Transportation   for   ten   years — 1 
Female (for stealing from the person). 

Transportation   for   seven   years — 
Males, 518; Females, 89.   Total,:607. 

Imprisoned various periods—Males, 
1,027; Females, 382.    Total, 1,409. 

Whipped and discharged—3 Males. 
Fined and discharged—8 Males. 

Acquitted—Males, 439; Females, 169. 
Total, 608. 

Bills not found, or not prosecuted — 
Males, 171;  Females, 96.   Total, 267. 

The greatest number of persons taken 
into custody during the year for any 
one offence was 21,794 ; namely, 14,271 
Males, and 7,523 Females, who were 
charged with drunkenness : of whom the 
greatest number charged in one month 
was in October last; and the greatest 
number of charges received at the police 
stations in any one of the twelve months 
was in August last, when 3,704 Males 
and 2,124 Females (total 5,828) w 
taken into custody. 

London: Printed, for the Proprietor, by Thomai 
Foaie, 2, Upper Soiithampton Street, Peiilonvijle i 
and Publislied by WILLIAM MARK CLARK, 
1!), Warwick Lane; and J. PATTIE, High Strtid, 
Bloomshury : and to be had of all Bookselleis. 
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MURDER OF MR. J. C. STEELE, ON HOUNSLOW HEATH. 

[THE VICTIM IN THE CLUTCHES OF HIS DIABOLICAL ADVERSARIES.] 

ON the Gth of November, 1802, Mr. John 
Co!e Steele, who kept the Lavender Ware- 
house, iu Catherine Street, Strand, was 
murdered,with much barbarity, on Houns- 
!ow Heath, and his pockets rifled of their 
contents. The murderers escaped; and, 
though rewards were offered for their 
apprehension, no discovery was made. 
Lvery search had been made by the ofii- 
cers of the police after them; several loose 
characters, apprehended on suspicion,were 
discharged on examination ; and all hopes 
had been given up of ever tracing the 
murderers, when a circumstance occurred 
about four years afterwards, which led to 
the apprehension of John Holloway and 
Owen Haggerty. A man of the name of 
Benjamin Hanfield, who had been con- 
victed at the Old Bailey of grand larceny, 
was sentenced to seven years' transporta- 

tion : he was conveyed on board a hulk 
at Portsmouth, to await his departure for 
New South Wales ; but having been taken 
with a severe illness, and tortured in his 
mind by the recollection of the murder 
in question, about which he constantly 
raved, he said he wished to make a 
discovery before he died. A messenger 
was immediately despatched to the police 
magistrates at Bow Street, to communicate 
this circumstance; and an officer was sent 
to bring him before them. When he was 
brought on shore, they were obliged to 
wait several days, his illness not permit- 
ting his removal; but immediately upon 
his arrival in town, the magistrates sent 
him, in custody of an officer, to Hounslow 
Heath; when he pointed out the fatal 
spot where the murder was committed, 
and related all the circumstances which 
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he alleged to have attended it; and as 
his evidence iinpHcated Haggcrty and 
Hollowaj', measures were taken to appre- 
hend tlieni. As soon as their apprehen- 
sion was effected, several private examina- 
tions of all the parties took place; and, 
Hanfield being admitted king's evidence, 
the public once more cherished a hope 
that the murderers would at length meet 
the punishment they deserved. 

Monday, the 9th of February, 1807, 
being the day appointed for the final and 
public examination of the reputed perpe- 
trators of this atrocious murder, Holloway 
and Haggerty were brought up before 
Joseph Moser, Esq., the sitting magistrate 
at Worship Street police-office, charged 
with the wilful murder of Mr. John Cole 
Steele, on Saturday night, the 6th of 
November, 1802, on Hounslow Heath. 
There was a great body of evidence 
adduced, none of which tended mateiially 
to criminate the prisoners, except that of 
Hanfield, the accomplice, who, under the 
promise of pardon, had turned king's 
evidence: the prisoners, indeed, denied 
having any knowledge whatever of the 
crime laid to their charge, heartily ex- 
pressing a hope that punishment would 
fall upon the guilty. Tlie magistrates, 
however, after maturely considering the 
whole of the evidence adduced, thouglit 
proper to commit the prisoners fully for 
trial at the next Quarter Sessions at the 
Old Bailey, and bound over no less than 
twenty-four persons to appear and give 
evidence. 

Such was the eager curiosity of the 
public to know the issue of this trial, which 
came on before Sir Simon Le Blanc, on 
the 20th of February, 1807, that the whole 
court and area of the Old Bailey was 
crowded to excess. When put to the bar, 
Holloway appeared to be about forty years 
of age, of great muscular strength, tall, 
and of savage, brutal, and ferocious coun- 
tenance, with large thick lips, depressed 
nose, and high cheek-bones. Haggerty 
was a small man, reported twenty-four 
years of age. 

The first witness called was Mr. Meyer, 
brother-in-law to the murdered Mr. Steele, 
who deposed, that the deceased left his 
house in London on the 5th of Novem- 
ber, 1802, giving his family to understand 
that he should return on the next day. 
He proceeded to Feltham that night, 
where he had a house and garden, to 

grow and distil lavender: he left Felthain 
on Saturday evening for the purpose of 
returning to London, which place he never 
reached. His long absence caused alarm 
in his family, and a number of persons 
were despatched in different directions in 
search of him: at length his body was 
found in a ditch, shockingly disfigured 
by wounds, and a leathern straj) tied very 
tight round the neck; by the side of the 
body was found a large bludgeon, a pair 
of old shoes, and an old hat, trimmed 
with worsted binding. At some distance 
on the other side of the road, were dis- 
covered several marks of blood; and the 
body seemed to have been dragged some 
distance from the spot where the murder 
had been committed. 

Mr. H. Manny was next called.—He 
stated that he was inspector to the works 
of the late Mr. Steele, at Feltham, at 
the time this transaction took place. He 
well recollected that Mr. Steele was there 
on Saturday, the Gtli of November, and 
that ho left F-sltham about seven o'clock 
in the evening, with the intention of 
returning to town. This witness now 
entered into a description of his dress, 
which corresponded with the account 
given before the coroner. 

William Pugh, who was next called, 
said, that in the month of November, 
1802, in consequence of a report that tin- 
deceased was missing, he was employed 
to search for the body; that accordingly 
himself, with several others, entered upon 
a strict search, in which they were ulti- 
mately successful: the body was found 
lying at the bottom of a ditch near a 
clump of trees, at a short distance from 
the barracks. The witness described very 
minutely the position of the body, and 
the wounds that were first perceptible. 

Mr. H. Frogley, a surgeon, of Houns- 
low, was employed to examine the body 
at the time it lay at the Ship public- 
house for the coroner's jury; and he gave 
it as his decided opinion that Mr. Steele 
certainly died in consequence of the 
violent bruises he bad received. The 
witness examined the body of the de- 
ceased, and found not only an extensive 
fracture on the forehead, sufficient to 
occasion death, with laceration of the 
ligaments, but also a great laceration on 
the back part of the head, and some 
severe bruises on the upper part of the 
right arm.    In fact, the horrid and in- 
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human poipetrator or perpetrators of thia 
atrocious deed seemed to have exercised 
their utmost cruelty on the unfortunate 
victim, who must, for some considerable 
tiine after he was deserted, liave been in 
a state of miserable suffering. 

For the better illustration of the tes- 
timony adduced, a sketch of Hounslow 
Heath (by Mr. Kinnaird) was now pro- 
duced in court; and the king's pardon, 
under the great seal, to Benjamin Han- 
iield, alias Enficld, remitting his sentence 
of transportation for seven years, for a 
larceny of which be had been convicted, 
and restoring him to the competency o£ 
a witness, beutg read, a deposition wag 
made by liim to the following effect. " I 
have known Haggerty eight or nine years, 
and Ilolloway six or seven. We were in 
the habit of meeting at the Black Horse 
and the Turk's Head public-houses, in 
Dyot Street. I was in their company in 
the month of November, 1802. Hollo- 
way, just before the murder, called me 
out from the Turk's Head, and asked me 
if I had any objection to be in a good 
thing? I replied, I had not. He said it 
was a Low Toby; meaning, it was a foot- 
pad robbery. I asked, when and where? 
and he said he would let me know. "VVe 
parted, and two days after we met again, 
when Saturday, the 6th of November, 
was appointed for carrying our design 
into execntion. I asked who was to go 
with us? He replied, that Haggerty had 
agreed to make one. We all three met 
on the Saturday, at the Black Horse, 
when Holloway said. Our business is to 
sarve a gentleman on Hounslow Heath, 
who I understand travels that road with 
property. We then sat drinking about 
three or four hours, and near the middle 
of the day we set off for Hounslow. We 
stopped at the Bell public-house, and had 
some porter. We proceeded from thence 
upon the road towards Belfont, expressing 
a hope that we should get a good booty. 
We stopped near the eleventh mile-stone, 
and secreted ourselves in a clump of trees. 
While there, the moon got up, and Hol- 
loway said we had come too soon. After 
loitering about for a considerable time, 
Holloway said he heard a footstep, and 
wo proceeded towards Belfont. We pre- 
sently saw a man coming towards us; 
and, on approaching him, we ordered 
him to stop, which he immediately did. 
Holloway went round him, and told him 
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to deliver. He said, we should have his 
money, and he hoped we would not ill 
use him. The deceased put his hand in 
his pocket, and gave Haggerty his money. 
I demanded his pocket-book: he replied, 
he had none. Holloway insisted that he 
had a book, and if he did not deliver it 
he would knock him down. I then laid 
hold of his legs. Holloway stood at hia 
head, and said, if he cried out he would 
knock out his brains. The deceased again 
said, he hoped we would not ill use him. 
Haggerty proceeded to search him, when 
the deceased made some resistance, and 
struggled so much, that we got across the 
road. He cried out terribly; and as a 
coach was  coming  up,   Holloway  said, 
'Take  care,  I will silence the b !' 
and immediately struck several violent 
blows on his head and body indiscrimi- 
nately. The deceased heaved a heavy 
groan, and stretched himself out lifeless. 
I said, ' John, you have killed the man!' 
Holloway replied, it was a lie, for he was 
only stunned. I said I would stay no 
longer, and immediately set off towards 
London, leaving Holloway and ILiggerty 
witli the body. I came" to Hounslow, 
and stopped at the end of the town for 
near an hour, Holloway and Haggerty 
then came up, and said they bad done 
the trick, and, as a token, put deceased's 
hat into my hand. The hat Holloway 
went down in was like a soldier's hat. I 
told Holloway that it was a cruel piece 
of business, and that I was sorry I had 
any hand in it. We all turned down a 
lane, and returned to London. As we 
came along, I asked Holloway if he had 
the pocket-book: he replied, it was no 
matter, for as I had refused to share the 
danger I should not share the booty. We 
came to the Black Horse, in Dyot Street, 
had half-a-pint of gin, and parted. Hag- 
gerty went down in shoes, but I don't 
know if he came back in them. The next 
day I observed Holloway had a hat upon 
his head which was too small for him : I 
asked him if it was the same he got the 
preceding night: he said it was. We 
met again the following Monday, when 
I told Holloway that he acted impru- 
dently in wearing the hat, as it might 
lead to a discovery: he put the hat into 
my hand, and I observed the name of 
Steele in it: I then repeated my fears 
more anxiously; and at night Holloway 
brought the hat in a handkerchief,  on 
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which wc went to Westminster bridge, 
where we filled the hat with stones, and, 
liaving tied the lining over them, threw it 
into the Thames." 

This witness being cross-examined by 
counsel for the prisoners, said, he had 
made no other minutes of the transactions 
he had been detailing than what his con- 
science took cognizance of. It was acci- 
dent tliat led to this disclosure. He was 
talking with other prisoners in Newgate 
of particular robberies that had taken 
place; and the Hounslow robbery and 
murder being mentioned among others, 
he inadvertently said, that there were 
only three persons who knew of that 
transaction. The remark was circulated 
and commented upon, and a rumour ran 
through the prison that he was about to 
turn 7iose; and he was obliged to hold 
his tongue, lest he should be ill-used. 
When at Portsmouth, on board the 
hulks, the compunctions of conscience 
came upon him, and he was obliged to 
dissipate his thoughts by drinking, to 
prevent him from divulging all he knew. 
He admitted that he had been concerned 
in several robberies, and had entered 
and deserted from several regiments, 
He had served in the East and West 
London militias, had enlisted in the 9th 
and 14th light dragoons, and had been 
in the army of reserve. He added, that 
he was ashamed and sorry at what he 
had been, and would endeavour to mend 
his life in future. 

John Vickery stated, that he had been 
sent to Portsmouth to bring up Hanfield, 
who was then confined on board the 
hulks, waiting to be transported with 
others, pursuant to his sentence. He 
was immediately delivered into his cus- 
tody, and they returned to London. As 
they passed across the heath of Houns- 
low, on the top of the coach, Hanfield 
pointed to a spot near a clump of trees, 
just at the eleventh mile-stone, which he 
said was the place where the murder had 
been committed; but they had then no 
farther conversation on the subject, as 
they were surrounded by people on the 
top of the coach. Hanfield, on his arri- 
val in town, underwent an examination; 
in consequence of which he and the wit- 
ness went together to Hounslow. They 
stopped at the Bell inn, whence they 
proceeded to the heath; when Hanfield 
again pointed out the place where the 

crime was perpetrated, which the witness 
thought exactly the same as that pointed 
out by the former witness, detailing the 
circumstances of the murder previous to 
his escape from his companions, in almost 
the same words as he had described them 
to the court. Witness and he returned 
to town. Soon after, the witness appre- 
hended Holloway at Brentford, during 
the last election, and brought him to 
town. When he was examined before 
the presiding magistrate of the Worship 
Street office, he declared he was perfectly 
innocent; but added, if they would let 
him go, he would down on his knees to 
the magistrates and the witness: when he 
was remanded for farther examination. 

Witness likewise went down to Deal, 
and apprehended the prisoner Haggerty, 
whom he found on board the Shannon, 
serving as a marine. 

Several witnesses were called, who 
proved that they had frequently seen 
Holloway and Haggerty in company 
with each other. 

John Nares, Esq., the magistrate, said, 
that the prisoners were examined by him 
apart, when Hanfield was produced in 
evidence against them. He then read 
Haggerty's examination from a paper, 
in which he denied knowing anything of 
either Hanfield or Holloway, or being at 
the Turk's Head or the Black Horse 
public-houses. Haggerty acknowledged 
he had been in confinement in July, 
1802, in Tothillfields. After his libera- 
tion, he said, he worked for some time 
with Mr. Smith, of Castle Street, as a 
plasterer; that his working-dress was 
usually a green velveteen jacket and 
small clothes; but Mr. Smith denied his 
having ever been employed by him. The 
same paper stated, that Holloway had 
acknowledged he knew Hanfield and 
Haggerty, but had never drank in their 
company; had never been at Hounslow 
in his life. He alleged he had worked 
for a Mr. Rose, and others, in November, 
1802, which, on appHcation, was found 
to be inaccurate, as he had not worked 
for them till March, 1803. 

James Bishop, a police-officer, stated, 
that in the rear of the public-office in 
Worship Street are some strong rooms, 
for the safe keeping of prisoners during 
their successive examinations. In two 
of these rooms, adjacent to each other, 
and separated by a strong partition, the 



IiMT!iilitfilTIi'l!«Ji- 

ANNALS OF CRIME. 

prisoners were separately confined; and 
immediately  behind   these   rooms   is  a 
firivy. In this privy he took post regii- 
arly, after each successive day's exami- 

nation ; and as the privy went behind 
both rooms, he could distinctly overhear 
the conversation of the prisoners, as they 
spoke pretty audibly to each other from 
either side of the partition. Of this con- 
versation he took notes, which were after- 
wards copied out fairly, and proved before 
the magistrates; and which he, on this 
occasion, read as his evidence in court. 

Mr. Andrews, counsel for the prisoners, 
objected to this sort of evidence, it being 
impossible, he said, that the officers could 
overhear all that was said; and the con- 
versations thus mutilated might be mis- 
construed: besides, the minds of officers, 
for the sake of reward, were always pre- 
judiced against prisoners. These objec- 
tions were, however, overruled by the 
court. 

Those conversations ran to a very con- 
siderable length; but the material points 
were few. They showed, however, from 
the words of the prisoners' own conversa- 
tion, that all they said before the magis- 
trates, in the denial of any acquaintance 
with each other, or with Hanfieid, was 
totally false, and was a mere stratagem 
to baffle the testimony of the latter, who 
they hoped had secured his own execution 
by confessing his guilt, without being able 
to prove theirs; for they were confident 
the magistrates would not believe his 
testimony; and that there was no other 
witness to prove any clue to the fact, or 
that saw them together near Hounslow, 
where, from the whole connected tenor 
of their conversation, it was clear tliey 
had been on the night of the murder. 
Haggerty asked HoUoway after one of 
the latter examinations, " Where did 
Hanfieid say we had the gin that night, 
after we came to town'!" To which 
HoUoway answered, " At the Black 
Horse, Dyot Street." Haggerty then 
replied, " It must be the Black Horse 
where we had the gin, sure enough." 

John Smith, a coachman of the Gosport 
coach, in the month of November, 1802. 
near eight o'clock in the evening of the 
6th day, heard, as he passed across 
Hounslow Heath, on the right-hand side 
of the road, near the eleven mile-stone, 
two groans, the last more faint than the 
other; on which he remarked to some 
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one on the outside of the coach, that 
there was something desperate carrying 
"" there. 

Isaac Clayton, beadle of Hounslow, 
said, he received a pair of shoes and a 
stick from some person he does not 
recollect, just after the murder of Mr, 
Steele : he recollected, near six years ago, 
seeing HoUoway in company with a man 
of the same name, who had a wooden leg, 
about the town of Hounslow; and had 
seen him also at Brentford election and 
at other places. The prisoner acknow- 
ledged that he knew him, when examined 
in Worship Street. 

Joseph Townsend, a police-officer of 
Worship Street, produced a huge knotty 
bludgeon, a pair of shoes, and a hat, 
which had been given several years ago 
to Clayton, by Hughes, and were deli- 
vered to him by Clayton. 

J. Blackman, officer, knew Haggerty 
seven years, Hanfieid five years, and 
HoUoway a year and a half. About four 
years ago, he had often seen them toge- 
ther at the Turk's Head, where he con- 
versed with Haggerty, and observed to 
him he had lately been in a good thing, 
as his dress was much improved: the 
prisoner said, he had left it all ofFnow, as 
he was serving a plasterer, nearHounslow. 
He was dressed in a green velveteen 
jacket and small clothes. 

A hat was then produced in court, 
which had been the property of the 
deceased, by whom it was given to a 
servant-man, who had since worn it 
almost to rags. . The hat had been very 
much widened in the wearing, and when 
placed on Holloway's head it appeared 
rather too large for him. 

WiUiam Robinson, hatter to the de- 
ceased, stated, that the hat must have 
been enlarged by wearing, as he had 
Mr. Steele's measure in 1802, and could 
answer for it that the deceased's hat must 
nearly fit the prisoner HoUoway, as their 
heads were nearly the same size. 

Wilham Britten, shoemaker, knew well 
the deceased's measure, and thought his 
boots would fit the prisoner Haggerty. 
The shoes produced in court, he said, he 
had tried on the prisoner, and found them 
rather too large; but added, that it was 
plain from the manner the hind quarter 
of the shoe had fallen inwards, that they 
were too large for their original wearer. 

The  case  for   the  prosecution  being 
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closed, the prisoners were called on to 
make their defence. 

Haggerty protested he was completely 
innocent of the charge, and was totally 
ignorant of the witness Hanfield: he 
denied ever having been at Hounslow, 
and endeavoured to point out some incon- 
sistencies in the evidence which had been 
adduced by Hanfield. 

HoUoway declared he was equally 
innocent of the charge; but admitted he 
had been at Hounslow more than once, 
and might have been in the company of 
the prisoners Haggerty and Hanfield, but 
was not acquainted with either of them. 

The prisoners' counsel then produced, 
as a witness for the prisoners, John 
Shuter, one of the head turnkeys of the 
jail, in whose custody Hanfield had been 
for some time. He then proceeded to 
ask some questions, tending to invalidate 
Hanfield's evidence; but as the witness 
could state nothing from his own know- 
ledge, he w^ not permitted to be farther 
examined. 

Mr. Justice Le Blanc summed up the 
evidence in a very clear and perspicuous 
manner, making some very humane ob- 
servations upon the nature of the testi- 
mony given by accomplices, recommend- 
ing the jury to divest themselves of every 
feeling but that of strict justice, and to 
compare with precision the circumstantial 
evidence, (which was the only evidence 
we could arrive at in most cases of 
murder, on account of its usual secresy,) 
with the direct and positive testimony of 
the witness Hanfield. He admitted that 
such testimony should be received with 
caution; yet such strong collateral evi- 
dence must Iiave its due weight and 
influence on their verdict. 

The jury retired for about a quarter of 
an hour, and returned with a verdict of 
Guilty against both the prisoners. 

The recorder immediately passed sen- 
tence in the most solemn and impressive 
manner; and the unhappy men were 
ordered for execution on the following 
Monday morning. They went from the 
bar protesting tlieir innocence, and appa- 
rently careless of the miserable and igno- 
minious fate that awaited them. After 
their conviction, indeed, the prisoners 
conducted themselves with the most 
decided indifference. 

On Saturday, the 20th of February, 
the cell-door No. 1, in which they were 

both confined, was opened about half- 
past two, when they were discovered 
reading the Prayer-book by candle-light, 
the cell being very dark. 

On Sunday several magistrates inter- 
rogated them, but they still persisted in 
their innocence. 

During the whole of Sunday night they 
were engaged in prayer; they slept not, 
but broke the awful stillness of midnight 
by frequent reciprocated protestations of 
innocence. At five they were called, 
dressed, and shaved; and about seven 
were brought into the press-yard. There 
was some difficulty in knocking oif the 
irons of Haggerty; he voluntarily aided, 
though he seemed much dejected, but by 
no means pusillanimous. A message was 
then delivered to the sheriffs, purporting 
that Holloway wanted to speak witli them 
in private. This excited very sanguine 
hopes of a confession; but the sheriffs, 
on their return, informed the gentlemen 
in the press-yard that Holloway wanted 
to address them publicly, and therefore 
requested they would form themselves 
into a circle, from the centre of which 
Holloway delivered, in the most solemn 
manner, the following energetic address: 
" Gentlemen, I am quite innocent of this 
affair. I never was with Hanfield, nor 
do I know the spot. I will kneel, and 
swear it." He then knelt down, and 
imprecated curses on his head if he were 
not innocent, and concluded, " By God, 
I am innocent," 

Owen Haggerty then ascended the 
scaffold: his arms were pinioned, and 
the halter was round his neck: he wore 
a wliite cap, and a light olive shag great 
coat: he looked downwards, and was 
silent. He was attended by a Roman 
Catholic clergyman, who read to him, 
and to whom the unfortunate culprit 
seemed to pay great attention: he made 
no public acknowledgment of either guilt 
or innocence. After the executioner had 
tied the fatal noose, he brought up John 
Holloway, who wore a smock-frock and 
jacket, as it had been stated he did at 
the time of the murder: he had also a 
white cap on; was pinioned, and had a 
halter round his neck: he had a liat in 
his hand; and mounting the scaffold, he 
jumped and made an awkward bow, and 
said, " I am innocent, innocent, by God!" 
He then turned round, and bowing, made 
use incoherently, as it were, of the same 

I 
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expressions, " Innocent, innocent, inno- 
cent! Gentlemen! — No verdict! No 
verdict! No verdict! Gentlemen—'Inno- 
cent !" At this moment, and while in 
the act of saying more, the executioner 
proceeded to do his office, by placing the 
cap over the face of Holloway; to which 
be complied with apparent reluctance, at 
the same time uttering sometliing. As 
soon as the rope was fixed round his neck, 
he continued quiet. He was attended in 
his devotions by an assistant at the Rev. 
Rowland Hill's chapel." 

Holloway and Haggerty bad a fellow- 
victim to the scaffold in the person of 
Elizabeth Godfrey, who had been a woman 
of the town, and had been capitally con- 
victed of the wilful murder of Richard 
Prince, in Mary-la-bonne parish, on the 
25th of December, 1806, by giving him 
a mortal wound with a pocket-knife in 
the left eye, of which wound he lan- 
guished and died. Immediately on re- 
ceiving sentence, the woman's firmness 
and recollection seemed to fail her, and 
she appeared bordering on a state of 
fren2y. At the place of execution she 
was dressed in white, with a close cap, 
and long sleeves; and was attended by 
the Rev. Mr. Ford, the ordinary of New- 
gate ; but her feelings appeared to be so 
much oveiijowered, that, notwithstanding 
she bore the appearance of resignation in 
her countenance, her whole frame was so 
shaken by tlie terror of her situation, that 
she was incapable of showing any marks 
of actual devotion. 

The unhappy beings were all launched 
into eternity together, about a quarter 
after eight. It was a long time before 
the body of the poor female seemed to 
have gone through its last suffering. 

The fatal accident which happened on 
the spot, at the moment of the execution 
of these culprits, which took place on 
Monday, as before stated, the 22d of 
November, 1807, by which more than 
forty people lost their lives, and many 
more were terribly bruised, will cause 
their execution to remain more parti- 
cularly conspicuous from generation to 
generation. The case of the supposed 
murderers, indeed, was attended with 
singular and awful circumstances: even 
of their guilt many entertained doubts, 
which are not entirely removed, though 
no farther discovery has been made 
respecting the horrid deed.    Their con- 

viction rested, certainly, on the evidence 
of a wretch as base as themselves, who 
admitted himself to have been their 
accomplice. 

The crowd which assembled to witness 
this execution was unparalleled, com- 
prising, according to the best calculation, 
nearly forty thousand persons; and the 
fatal catastrophe which happened in con- 
sequence was peculiarly appalling. By 
eight o'clock not an inch of ground was 
unoccupied in view of the platform: the 
pressure of the crowd was such, that 
before the criminals appeared, numbers 
of persons were crying out in vain to 
escape from it; the attempt only tended 
to increase the dilemma. Several females 
of low stature, who bad been so imprudent 
as to venture among the mob, were in a 
truly pitiable situation: their cries were 
dreadful. Some, who could be no longer 
supported by the men, were suffered to 
fall, and were trampled to death. this 
also was the case with several men and 
hoys. Jn all parts there were continued 
Cries of Mui'der! Murder! particularly 
from childen and the female part of the 
spectators, some of whom were seen ex- 
piring without the possibility of obtaining 
even the least assistance, every one being 
employed in endeavours to preserve his 
own life. The most affecting scene of 
distress was probably at Green Arbour 
Court, nearly opposite the debtor's door: 
the deplorable occurrence which took 
place near this spot was attributed to the 
circumstance of two pie-men attending 
there to dispose of their pies; and one of 
them having his basket overthrown, which 
stood upon a sort of stool with four legs, 
some of the mob, not being aware of what 
had happened, and at the same time 
severely pressed, fell over the basket and 
the man at the moment he was picking it 
up, together with its contents. Those for 
the most part who once fell were never 
more suffered to rise, such was the vio- 
lence and un con troll ability of the mob. 
At this fatal place, a man of the name of 
Herrington was thrown down, who had 
in his hand his youngest son, a fine boy 
about twelve years of age : the youth was 
soon trampled to death; the father reco- 
vered, though much bruised, and was 
among the wounded in St. Bartholomew's 
hospital. A woman, who was so impru- 
dent as to bring with her a child at the 
breast,  was one of the number killed: 
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whilst ill the act of falling, slie forced the 
child into the arms of the man nearest to 
her, requesting him, for God's sake, to 
save its life: the man finding it required 
all his exertion to preserve himself, threw 
the infant from him, but it was fortunately 
caught at a distance by another man, who, 
finding it difficult to ensure its safety or 
his own, got rid of it in a similar way. 
The child was again caught by a person 
who contrived to struggle with it to a 
cart, under which he deposited it until 
the danger was over, by the mob having 
dispersed. In other parts the pressure 
was so great, that a horrible scene of 
confusion ensued, and seven persons lost 
their lives by suffocation alone. It was 
awfully frightful to behold a large body 
of the crowd, as for one convulsive effort 
to preserve life, fight with the fury of a 
fiend or a savage with each other; the 
direful consequence of which was, that 
the weakest, particularly the women, fell 
a sacrifice. A cart, which was overloaded 
with spectators, broke down, and some 
of the persons falling, trampled under 
foot, lost all power of recovery. 

During the hour that the culprits were 
hanging, little assistance could be ten- 
dered to the unhappy sufferers: but after 
the bodies were cut down, and the gallows 
were removed to the Old Bailey yard, the 
marshals and constables cleared the street 
in which tbe catastrophe occurred, and, 
shocking to relate, there were nearly one 
hundred persons lying dead or in a state 
of insensibility, forming a spectacle the 
most overwhelming to the feelings and 
the sympathies of our nature imaginable. 
Twenty-seven dead bodies were taken to 
St. Bartholomew's Iiospital; four, to St. 
Sepulchre's church; one to the Swan inn, 
Snow Hill; one, to a public-house oppo- 
site St. Andrew's clmrch, Holborn; one, 
an apprentice, to his master's; besides 
these, were Mr. Broadwood, piano-forte 
maker, in Golden Square; and a gentle- 
man named Harrison, taken to his house 
at Holloway : a mother was also seen 
carrying away the dead body of her son: 
there was a sailor hoy killed opposite 
Newgate, by suffocation; he carried a 
small bag, in which he had some bread 
and cheese; whence it is supposed he 
came from some distance to behold the 
execution. After the dead, dying, and 
wounded were carried away, there was a 
cart-load of shoes, hats, petticoats, and 

other articles of wearing apparel picked 
up. Until four o'clock in the afternoon, 
most of the surrounding houses had some 
persons in a wounded state: they were 
afterwards taken away by their friends 
on shutters or in hackney-coaches. The 
doors of St. Bartholomew's hospital were 
for some time closed against the populace: 
but after the bodies of the dead were 
stripped and washed, they were ranged 
round a ward on the first floor, on the 
women's side; and placed on the floor 
with sheets over them, and their clothes 
put as pillows under their heads; their 
faces were uncovered: there was a rail 
along the centre of the room; and the 
persons who were admitted to see the 
shocking spectacle went up on one side, 
and returned out on the other. Until 
two o'clock, the entrances to the hospital 
were beset with mothers weeping for their 
sons—wives for their husbands—sisters 
for their brothers—various individuals for 
their respective relatives and friends.' 

Seldom has such a scene of distress and 
misery presented itself in this metropolis. 
When the gates were first opened, a great 
concourse was admitted; and when the 
yard was full, the gates were again closed, 
until the first visitors retired from the 
scene of woe: as soon as any of the 
deceased were recognised, the body was 
either put into a shell, or the face covered 
over, with the name of the party written 
on a paper, and pinned over the body. 

The next day, Tuesday, a coroner's 
inquest sat in St. Bartholomew's hospital, 
and other places where the bodies were 
lying, on the remains of the sufferers. 
An examination of several witnesses with 
respect to the circumstances of the acci- 
dent took place, which examination con- 
tinued tilt Friday, when a verdict was 
returned, " That the several persons came 
by their death from compression and 
suffocation." 

What another illustration of the fall 
of man beneath the level of the most 
degraded brute beast with which history 
has made us acquainted, do the details of 
the murder of Mr. Steele present to the 
mind of even the most degenerate: let 
them take warning ere it be too late! 

London: Printed, for the Proprietor, by Thomas 
Foale, 2, Upper Southampton Street, Pentonville; 
and Published by WILLIAM MARK CLARK, 
IS), Warwick Lane; and J. PATTIE, High Street, 
Bloomsliury: and to be had of all Booksellers. 
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THE MOST NOTORIOUS HIGHWAYMEN.    N". 1. 

RICHARD TURPIN. 

[•rURriN'S  ENCOLNTKll  WITH   KiNCi,   ANOTHER   HIGHWAYMAN.] 

UNDER the head of " History of the most 
notorious Highwaymen," it is intended 
to bring forward a series of villains of a 
distinct character from that which may 
be classed with criminals in general, from 
the numerous instances of their atrocities, 
many of which have been of the most 
horrifying and outrageous nature. The 
same plan will likewise be adopted with 
respect to " Pirates," the infamies of many 
of whom, in their extent and criminality 
combined, can scarcely be equalled by 
any other gang of delinquents than that 
comprising the most notorious Highway- 
men ; the delight of either of these gangs 
being in cold-blooded deeds of murder 
and torture, and a pprpetual following-up 

of plunder by wholesale, with the practice 
of every iniquity in the catalogue of des- 
perate and diabolical adventures. 

THE villain commonly called Dick Turpin 
must be regarded as one of the most 
distinguished public characters familiar to 
the countr}' in which he figured; at all 
events, it is a happy circumstance that 
few " public characters " (a phrase to 
which individuals of a certain '* order" 
have evinced strong attachment) liave 
become so distinguished as the delinquent 
whose history we are about to relate in the 
following pages of our present Number; 
and it is no less fortunate that some of 
our public characters (using the term in 
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the sense just referred to) have heen 
eqnally distinguished for their virtues as 
Turpin and his compeers have been for 
tlieir deeds of abomination; though the 
blackest crimes touch the public tnind 
more forcibly, and not less transiently, 
than the brightest amiabilities, the latter 
being limited to the circle in which the 
possessor moves, while the former is rung 
in heavy numbers upon the listening car 
of the populace at large, who catch the 
sounds as they vibrate with the tensest 
anxiety and perturbation. 

Dick Turpin was for a long time the 
dread of travellers on the Essex road, on 
account of the daring robberies he daily 
committed^ he was also a noted house- 
breaker ; and though for a considerable 
time remarkably successful in his desperate 
course, he was at length brought to an 
ignominious end, by circumstances which, 
in themselves, may appear trifling: he was 
apprehended in consequence of shooting 
a fowl; and his brother refusing to pay 
6d. for the postage of his letter occasioned 
his conviction. He was the son of a 
farmer and grazier at Thaxted, in Essex, 
the place of his birth; and, having 
received a common school education, he 
was apprenticed to a butcher in White- 
chapel, in whose house he was conspicuous 
for gross impropriety of behaviour, and 
brutality of manners. On the expiration 
of his apprenticeship, at the persuasion 
of his friends, who hoped such a course 
would restrain his evil pursuits, he wedded 
a young woman of East- Ham, in Essex, 
named Hester Palmer, of a respectable 
family: hut he had not been long married 
before he took to the practice of stealing 
his neighbours' cattle, which he used to 
kill and cut up for sale. 

Having stolen two oxen belonging to 
Mr. Giles, of Plaistow, he drove them to 
his own house; but two of Giles's servants, 
suspecting who was the robber, went to 
Turpui's, where they saw two carcases 
corresponding with the beasts which had 
been lost: as the hides were stripped from 
them, it was impossible to say that they 
were the same ; but learning that Tui-pin 
used to dispose of his hides at Waltham 
Abbey, they went thither, and saw the 
hides of the beasts that had been stolen; 
when, no doubt remaining as to who was 
the robber, a warrant was procured for 
the apprehension of Turpin, who, learning 
that the peace-officers were in search of 
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him, made his escape from the hack win- 
dow of his house at the very moment the 
others were entering the door. Having 
retreated to a place of security, he found 
means to inform his wife where he was 
concealed; on which she furnished him 
with money, when he travelled into the 
hundreds of Essex, where he joined a 
gang of smugglers, with whom he was 
for some time successful; till a set of the 
custom-house officers, by one successful 
stroke, deprived him of all his ill-acquired 
gains. His association with these smug- 
glers commenced under strange circum- 
stances : at a loss, in his retirement, to 
find means of replenishing his pocket, he 
hit upon the expedient of robbing the 
smugglers he might meet on the road, 
taking care not to attack a gang, but 
only a solitary traveller, as chance might 
throw such in his way; and even then 
his robbery was effected with a show of 
justice, as he represented himself to be 
deputed by the customs, and seized the 
property in the king's name. 

Thrown out of this kind of business, 
he formed one of a gang of deer-stealers, 
the principal part of whose depredations 
were committed on Epping Forest and 
the parks in its neighbourhood; but this 
business not succeeding to the expectation 
of the robbers, they determined to com- 
mence housebreakers. Their plan was 
to fix on houses which they presumed 
contained any valuable property; and, 
while one of them knocked at the door, 
the others were to rush in, and seize 
whatever they might deem worthy of 
their notice. The first attack of this 
kind was at the house of Mr. Strype, 
an old man who kept a chandler's shop 
at Watford, whom they robbed of all the 
money and other valuables in his posses- 
sion, but without oiFering the inmates any 
personal abuse. 

In one night this gang robbed Chink- 
ford and Barking Churches of all the 
movables left in the vestries; but the 
plate at both places being in the hands 
of the respective churchwardens, they got 
an indifferent booty. Turpin and some of 
his companions eluded the search that was 
made after them; three of the gang, how- 
ever, were taken, one of whom turned 
evidence, and the other two were trans- 
ported. 

Turpin next acquainted his associates 
that there was an old woman at Leighto" 
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who was in possession of a great sum of 
money, which he was sure was hoarded 
ill her house ; whereupon, agreeing to rob 
her, they proceeded to her house, when 
one of them knocked at the door; and 
the rest forcing their way into the house, 
tied handkerchiefs over the eyes of the 
old woman and her maid, and fastened a 
boy, her son, to a bedstead. This being 
done, Turpin demanded what money was 
in the house; and the owner hesitating 
to tell him, he threatened to set her on 
the fire if she did not make an immediate 
discovery : still she decHned to give them 
any information; on which the villains 
actually placed her on the fire, where she 
sat till anguish compelled her to discover 
her hidden treasure; when the robbers 
possessed themselves of above 400/. and 
decamped. 

Some little time after this they agreed 
to rob the house of a farmer at Rippleside, 
near Barking; and knocking at the door, 
the people declined to open it; on which 
they broke it open; and having bound 
the farmer, his wife, his son-in-law, and 
the servant-maid, they robbed the house 
of about 700/.; which delighted Turpin 
so much that he exclaimed, " Ay, this 
will do ! this is the thing, if it would but 
always be so!" and the robbers retired 
with their prize, which amounted to above 
80/. a man. 

This desperate gang, flushed with suc- 
cess, now determined to attack the house 
of Mr. Mason, keeper of Epping Forest; 
and the time was fixed for carrying the 
plan into execution; but Turpin having 
gone to London, to spend his share of 
the former booty, intoxicated himself to 
such a degree, that he totally neglected 
the appointment. Nevertheless, three 
of the gang (Fielder, Rose, and Rust) 
resolved that the absence of their com- 
panion should not frustrate the proposed 
design; and having taken a solemn oath 
to break every article of furniture in 
Mason's house, they set out on their 
expedition. Having gained admission, 
they beat and kicked the unhappy man 
with great severity: finding an old man 
sitting by the fire-side, they permitted 
bim to remain uninjured; the daughter 
of Mr. Mason escaped their fury, by 
nmning out of the house, and taking 
shelter in a pig-sty. After ransacking 
the lower part of the house, and doing 
much mischief, they went up stairs, where 

they broke everything that came in their 
way—among the rest a china punch- 
bowl, from which dropped 120 guineas, 
with which they immediately decamped. 
They set out for London, in search of 
Turpin, with whom they shared the booty, 
though he had not taken an active part 
in the execution of the villany. 

On the 11th of January, 1735, Turpin 
and five of his companions went to the 
house of Mr. Saunders, a wealthy fanner 
of Charlton, in Kent. Arriving between 
seven and eight o'clock in the evening, 
they knocked at the door, and inquired 
if Mr. Saunders was at home. Being 
answered in the afiirmative, they rushed 
into the house, and found Mr. Saunders, 
his wife, and a few friends playing at 
cards in the parlour. They told the com- 
pany that they should remain uninjured, 
if they made no disturbance. Having 
made prize of a silver snuff-box which 
lay on the table, a part of the gang stood 
guard over the company, while the others 
compelled Mr. Saunders to accompany 
them through the house, whence thev 
stole above 100/., exclusive of plate and 
other articles, which amounted to a con- 
siderable value. During these transac- 
tions, the servant-maid ran up stairs, and, 
barring the door of her room, called out, 
" Thieves!" with a view of alarming the 
neighbourhood; but tlie robbers broke 
open the door of her room, secured her, 
and then robbed the house of all the 
valuable property they had not before 
taken. Finding some minced pies, and 
some bottles of wine, they sat down to 
regale themselves; and meeting with a 
bottle of brandy, they compelled each of 
the company to drink a glass of it; when, 
on Mrs. Saunders fainting through terror, 
they administered some drops in water 
to her, and recovered her to the use of 
her senses. Having stayed in the house 
a considerable time, they packed up tlieir 
booty and departed ; having first declared, 
that if any of the family gave the least 
alarm within two hours, or advertised the 
marks of the stolen plate, they would ere 
long return and murder them. 

On the 18th of the same month, they 
went to the house of Mr. Sheldon, at 
Croydon, in Surrey, where they arrived 
about seven in the evening. Having got 
into the yard, they perceived a light in 
the stable, where they found the coach- 
man attending his horses.    Having bound 
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Iiini, they quitted the stable, and met 
Mr. Sheldon in the yard, whom they com- 
pelled to conduct them into the house, 
whence they stole 11 guineas, and the 
jewels, plate, and otiier valuables, to a 
large amount. Having committed this 
robbery, they returned Mr. Slieldon a 
couple of guineas, and apologized for 
their conduct! 

This being done, they hastened to the 
Black Horse, Broadway, Westminster, 
where they concerted the robbery of 
Mr. Lawrence, of Edgware, near Stan- 
more, in Middlesex. 'I'heir robberies had 
hitherto been carried on entirely on foot, 
with only the occasional assistance of a 
hackney coach; but now they aspired to 
appear on horseback, for which purpose 
they hired horses on the 4th of February 
following, at the Old Leaping Bar, in 
High Holborn, whence they set out about 
two o'clock in the afternoon, and arrived 
at the Queen's Head, near Stanmore, at 
four, where they stayed to regale them- 
selves; by which means Mr. Wood, the 
landlord of the house, had so good an 
opportunity of observing the horses as to 
remember them when he saw them after- 
wards in King Street, Bloomabury, where 
they were taken. Leaving the Queen's 
Head, they arrived at a public-house in 
the village of Stanmore about five o'clock 
in the evening. From hence they went 
to Mr, Lawrence's house, which they 
I'eached about seven o'clock, just after he 
had discharged some workmen. Having 
quitted their horses at the outer gate, one 
of the robbers going forward found a boy 
who had just returned from folding his 
sheep; the rest of the gang following, a 
pistol was presented, and instant destruc- 
tion threatened if he made any noise. 
They then took off his garters, and tied 
his hands; bidding him to direct them to 
the door, and when they knocked, to an- 
swer, and bid the servants open it, in 
which case they would not hurt Iiim : but 
when the boy came to the door, he was 
so terrified that he could not speak; on 
which one of the gang knocked, and a 
man-servant, imagining it was one of the 
neighboui*s, opened the door, whereupon 
they all rushed in, with their pistols in 
their hands; when one of them exclaimed 
to the servant, "D your blood! how 
long have you lived here?" Having 
seized Mr. Lawrence and the servant, 
they threw cloths over their faces;  and 
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taking the boy into another room, they 
demanded what fire-arms were in the 
house; to which he replied, only an old 
gun, which they broke in pieces. They 
then bound Mr. Lawrence and his man, 
and made them sit by the boy; when 
Turpin commenced searching the master 
by cutting down his breeches, from the 
pockets of which they obtained a guinea, 
a Portugal piece of 365. value, and about 
155. in silver: not being satisfied with 
this booty, they forced him to conduct 
them up stairs, where they broke open a 
closet, whence they stole some money 
and plate; but tliis not being yet sut- 
ficient to satisfy them, they threatened 
to murder Mr. Lawrence, each of them 
destining him to a different death, as the 
savageness of his own nature prompted 
him. At length one of them took a kettle 
of water from the fire, and threw it over 
him; but it providentially happened not 
to be hot enough to scald him. In the 
interim, the maid-servant, who was churn- 
ing butter in the dairy, hearing a noise in 
the house, apprehended some mischief; 
on which she blew out her candle to 
screen herself; but being found in the 
course of their search, one of the mis- 
creants forced her up staii-s, where he 
insisted upon gratifying his brutal pas- 
sion ; at the same time endeavouring to 
prevail upon her, by alternate threats and 
promises, to divulge the secret hoard of 
money, though she persisted in her igno- 
rance of any such hoard being in the 
house. Mr. Lawrence was ordered down 
stairs, when one of them took a chopping- 
bill, and threatened to cut off his leg: 
they then brutally fractured his head with 
their pistols, and dragged him about by 
the hair of his head, swearing they 
" would do for him," if he did not imme- 
diately inform them where tlie rest of his 
money was hid. They tiien ransacked 
every part of the house, and found 201. in 
a box belonging to Mr. Lawrence, jun.; 
and robbing the house of all the valuable 
effects they could find, they locked the 
family in the parlour, threw the keys of 
the house into a water-closet, and took 
their plunder to London. 

The particulars of this atrocious robbery 
being represented to the king, a procla- 
mation was issued for the apprehension of 
the offenders, promising a jiardon and a 
reward of 50^. to any one of them who 
would   impeach   his   accomplices.    This, 
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however, had no effect on the villains, who 
continued their depredations, and, flushed 
with their success, seemed to bid defiance 
to the laws. 

On the 7th of February, six of them 
assembled at the White Bear inn, in 
Drury Lane, where they agreed to rob 
the house of Mr. Francis, a farmer, near 
Mary-Ia-bonne. Arriving at the place at 
dusk, they found a servant in the cow- 
house, whom they bound fast, and threat- 
ened to murder, if he was not perfectly 
silent: this being done, they led him into 
the stable, where they bound another. 
Mr. Francis now came home, and was 
instantly laid hold of; on which he said, 
unsuspectingly, " Methinks you 're mighty 
funny, gentlemen!" when they presented 
their pistols, vowing his destruction if he 
made the least resistance. Having bound 
the master in the stable with his servants, 
thoy rushed into the house, and bound 
Mrs. Francis, her daughter, and the maid- 
servant, beating them in a most cruel 
manner. One of the thieves stood as a 
sentry, while the rest rifled the house, in 
which they found a silver tankard, a 
medal of Charles the First, a gold watch, 
several gold rings, a considerable sum of 
money, and a variety of valuable linen 
and other effects, which they conveyed 
to London. 

Hereupon a reward of 100/. was offered 
for the apprehension of the offenders; in 
consequence of which two of them were 
taken into custody, tried, convicted on the 
evidence of an accomplice, and hanged. 

The whole gang being now dispersed, 
Turpin went into the country to renew 
his depredations on the highway. On a 
journey toward Cambridge, he met a man 
genteelly dressed, and well mounted; and 
expecting a good booty, he presented a 
pistol to the supposed gentleman, and 
demanded his money. The party thus 
stopped happened to be King, a similar 
character, who knew Turpin; and when 
the latter threatened destruction if he did 
not deliver his money, King burst into a 
fit of laughter, and said, " What! dog eat 
dog 'I Come, come, brother Turpin; if 
you don't know me, I know you, and 
shall be glad of your company." These 
brethren in iniquity soon struck the bar- 
gain, and immediately entering on busi- 
ness, committed a number of robberies; 
till at length they were so well known, 
no public-house would receive them as 

guests. Thus situated, they flxed on a 
spot between the King's Oak and the 
Loughton Road, on Epping Forest, where 
they found a cave large enough to provide 
shelter for themselves and horses. This 
cave was inclosed within a close thicket 
of bushes and brambles, through which, 
unobserved, they could look and see pas- 
sengers on the road. From this station 
they used to issue, and rob such a number 
of persons, that at length the very pedlars 
who travelled the road carried fire-arms 
for their defence. While here, Turpin's 
wife supplied them with necessaries, and 
stayed with them for days together. 

Having taken a ride as far as Bungay, 
in Suffolk, they observed two young women 
receive 14/. for corn, on which Turpin 
resolved to rob them of the money. King 
objected, saying it was a pity to rob such 
pretty girls; but Tui-pin was obstinate. 
Some state that King was the thief, and 
Turpin the objector. 

Upon their return home the following 
day, they stopped a gentleman named 
Bradele, of London, who was riding in 
his chariot with his children; and who, 
seeing only one robber, was preparing to 
make resistance, when King called to 
Turpin to hold the horses. They took 
from him his watch, money, and an old 
mourning ring; but returned the latter, 
as he declared that, though its intrinsic 
value was trifling, he was very unwilling 
to part with it Finding that they readily 
parted with the ring, he asked them what 
he must give for the watch: on which 
King said to Turpin, " What say ye, 
Jack? Here seems to be a good honest 
fellow; shall we let him have the watch ?" 
Turpin replied, " Do as you please;" on 
which King said to the gentleman, " You 
must pay six guineas for it: we never sell 
for more, thougli the watch should be 
worth six and thirty." The gentleman 
promised that the money should be left 
at the Dial, in Birchin Lane. 

At length, on the 4th of May, 1737, 
Turpin was guilty of murder. A reward 
of 100/. having been offered for appre- 
hending him, Thomas Morris, a servant 
of Mr. Thompson, one of the keepers of 
Epping Forest, accompanied hy a higgler, 
set out in order to apprehend him. Turpin 
seeing them approach near his dwellings 
Mr. Thompson's man having a gun, he 
mistook them for poachers; on which he 
said, there were no hares near that thicket. 

;"^^i 
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*' No," said Morris; " but I liave found a 
Turpin ;" and presenting his gun, required 
him to surrender. The other thereupon 
spoke to him, as in a friendly manner, 
and gradually retreated at the same time, 
till, having seized his own gun, he shot 
him dead upon the spot, and the higgler 
ran off with the utmost precipitation. 

This murder being represented to the 
secretary of State, the following proclama- 
tion was issued by government. —" It 
having been represented to the King, that 
Richard Turpin did, on Wednesday, the 
4th of May last, barbarously murder 
Thomas Morris, servant to Mr. Henry 
Thompson, one of the keepers of Epping 
Forest, and the said Richard Turpin 
continually committing notorious felonies 
and robberies near London, his Majesty 
is pleased to promise his most gracious 
pardon to any of his accomplices, and a 
reward of 200^. to any person or persons 
that shall discover him, so that he may 
be apprehended and convicted. Turpin 
was born at Thaxted, in Essex; he is 
about thirty, by trade a butcher, about 
five feet nine inches bigh, very much 
marked with the small-pox, his cheek- 
bones broad, bis face thinner towards 
the bottom, his visage short; he stands 
nearly upright, and is broad about the 
shoulders." 

Turpin, to avoid the proclamation, went 
farther into the country in search of his 
old companion. King; sending a letter to 
bis wife, to meet him at a public-house at 
Hertford. She attended to this direction; 
and her husband coming into the house 
soon after she arrived, a butcher, to whom 
he owed 51., happened to see him, and 
assailed him with, " Come, Dick, 1 know 
you have money now ; and if you will pay 
me, it will be of great service." Turpin 
told him his wife was in the next room; 
that she had money, and be should be 
paid immediatel)': but while the butcher 
was hinting to some of his acquaintance 
that the person present was Turpin, and 
that they might take him into custody 
after he bad received his debt, the high- 
wayman made his escape through a win- 
dow, and rode off with great expedition. 

Turpin having found King, and a man 
named Potter, who had lately connected 
himself with them, they set off towards 
London, in the dusk of the evening; and 

. when they came near the Green Man, on 
Epping Forest, they overtook a gentleman 

of the name of Major, riding on a very fine 
horse, which Turpin compelled the rider 
to dismount, his own beast being jaded, 
and exchange. 

The robbers now pursued their journey 
towards London, and Mr. Major, going 
to the Green Man, gave an account of 
the affair; on which it was conjectured 
that Turpin had been the robber, and that 
the horse which he exchanged must have 
been stolen. Mr. Major being advised to 
print handbills immediately, notice was 
soon given to the landlord of the Green 
Man, that such a horse as Mr. Major bad 
lost had been left at the Red Lion, in 
Whitecbapet. The landlord going thither 
determined to wait till some person came 
for it; and, at about eleven at night, 
King's brother came to pay for the horse, 
and take him away; on whicli he was 
immediately seized, and conducted into 
the house. Being asked what right he 
Jiad to the horse, he said lie had bought 
it; but the landlord examining a whip 
which he had in his band, found a button 
at the end of the handle half broken off, 
and the name of Major on the remaining 
half; whereupon he was given into the 
custody of a constable. As it was sup- 
posed, however, that he was not the actual 
robber, he was told he should have his 
liberty if he would discover his employer; 
on which he said, a stout man, in a white 
duffil coat, was waiting for the horse in 
Red Lion Street; and the company going 
tliither saw King, who drew a pistol and 
attempted to fire it, but it flashed in the 
pan: he then endeavoured to draw out 
another pistol, but he could not, as it 
got entangled in his pocket. Turpin was 
watching at a small distance, and riding 
towards the spot. King cried out, " Shoot 
him, or we are taken;" when Turpin fired, 
and shot his companion, who called out, 
" Dick, you have killed me!" on which 
the other rode off at full speed. King 
lived a week after this affair, and gave 
information that Turpin might be found 
at a house near Hackney Marsh; and, 
on inquiry, it was discovered that Turpin 
had been there on the night that he rode 
off, lamenting he had killed King, who 
was his most faithful associate. 

For a considerable time Turpin skulked 
about the forest, having been deprived of 
his retreat in the cave since he shot the 
servant of Mr. Thompson. Examining 
this cave,  it was found to contain  two 
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shirts, two pair of stockings, a piece of 
ham, and a part of a bottle of wine. 

Mons. C , a Frenchman, was sur- 
prised on the road to Newmarket by 
Turpin, who, having repeated in vain the 
word of command, " Stand ! " fired a 
pistol at him; but the ball happily missed 
him: fearing a second summ6ns of the 
same kind, Mons. C. resolved to obey; 
when Turpin took his money, his watch, 
and his snuff-box, leaving him only 2s. to 
continue his journey. Before he left him, 
he obtained his word of honour that he 
would not cause him to be pursued; nor 
inform against him before a justice, when 
they parted very courteously. 

Some vain attempts were made to taki 
this notorious offender into custody; and 
among the rest, the huntsman of a gentle- 
man in the neighbourhood went in search 
of him with bloodhounds. Turpin per- 
ceiving them, and recollecting that the 
Second Charles evaded his pursuers under 
covert of the friendly branches of the 
oak, mounted one of those trees, under 
which the hounds passed, to his inex- 
pressible terror, so that he determined to 
retreat into Yorkshire. 

Going first to Long Sutton, in Lincoln- 
shire, he stole some horses, for which he 
was taken into custody; but he escaped 
from the constable as he was conducting 
him before a magistrate, and hastened to 
Welton, in Yorkshire, where he assumed 
the name of John Palmer, with the cha- 
racter of a gentleman. Hence he fre- 
quently went into Lincolnshire, where he 
stole horses, which he brought into York- 
shire, and either sold or exchanged them. 

He often accompanied the neighbour- 
ing gentlemen on their parties of hunting 
and shooting; and one evening, on a 
return from an expedition of the latter 
kind, he wantonly shot a cock belonging 
to his landlord. On this, Mr. Hall, a 
neighbour, said, " You have done wrong 
in shooting your landlord's cock;" to 
which Turpin replied, that if he would 
stay while he loaded his gun, he would 
shoot him. Irritated by this insult, Mr. 
Hall informed the landlord of what had 
passed; and application being made to 
some magistrates, a warrant v/as granted 
for the apprehension of the offender, who 
was taken into custody, and carried before 
a bench of justices, then assembled at 
the Quarter Sessions, at Beverley, when 
security   was   demanded   for   his   good 
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behaviour; but being unable or unwill- 
ing to give the same, he was committed 
to Bridewell. 

On inquiry, it appeared that he' made 
frequent journeys into Lincolnshire, and 
on his return always abounded in money, 
and was likewise in possession of several 
horses; so that it was conjectured he was 
a horse-stealer and highwayman. On this 
the magistrates went to him on the follow- 
ing day, and demanded who he was, where 
he lived, and what was his employment? 
He replied in substance, " that about two 
years ago he had lived at Long Sutton, in 
Lincolnshire, and was by trade a butcher, 
but that having contracted several debts, 
for sheep that proved rotten, he was 
obliged to abscond, and came to live in 
Yorkshire." The magistrates not being 
satisfied with this tale, commissioned the 
clerk of the peace to write into Lincoln- 
shire, to make the necessary inquiries 
respecting the supposed John Palmer. 
The letter was carried by a special mes- 
senger, who brought an answer from a 
magistrate in the neighbourhood of Long 
Sutton, importing that John Palmer was 
well known, though he had never carried 
on trade there; that he had been accused 
of sheep-stealing, for which he had been 
in custody, but had made his escape from 
the peace-officers; and that there were 
several informations lodged against him 
for horse-stealing. The magistrates there- 
upon thought it prudent to remove him to 
York Castle, where he had not been more 
than a month, when two persons from 
Lincolnshire came and claimed a mare 
and foal, and a horse, which he had 
stolen in that county. 

After he had been about four months 
in prison, he wrote the following letter to 
his brother in Essex. 

'*York, Feb. 6, 1739. 
" Dear Brother—I am sorry to acquaint 

you, that I am now under confinement 
in York Castle, for horse-stealing. If I 
could procure an evidence from London 
to give me a character, that would go a 
great way towards my being acquitted. 
I had not been long in this county before 
my being apprehended, so that it would 
pass off the readier. For Heaven's sake, 
dear brother, do not neglect me. You 
will know what I mean, when I say, 

" I am yours affectionately, 
" JOHN PALMER." 

This letter being returned, unopened, 

^m 
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to the post-office in Essex, because the 
brother would not pay the postage, it was 
accidentally seen by Mr. Smith, a school- 
muster, who, having taught Turpin to 
write, immediately knew the hand, on 
which he carried the letter to a magis- 
trate, who broke it open; and it was 
thereby discovered that the feigned John 
Palmer was the real Richard Turpin. 
The magistrates of Essex consequently 
despatched Mr. Smith to York, who im- 
mediately selected him from all the other 
prisoners iu the Castle. This Mr. Smith 
and another gentleman afterwards proved 
his identity on his trial. 

Among the claimants of stolen horses, 
was Capt. Dawson, of Farraby : his horse 
was that on which Turpin rode on his 
going to Beverley. 

On the rumour that the noted Turpin 
was a prisoner in York Castle, persons 
flocked from ail parts of the country to 
take a view of him, and debates ran very 
high whether he was the real person or 
not. Among the number that visited him, 
was a young fellow who pretended to know 
the famous Turpin: he regarded him a 
considerable time with looks of great at- 
tention, when he told the keeper he would 
bet him half-a-guinea that he was not 
Turpin; on which the prisoner, whisper- 
ing the keeper, said, " Lay him the wager, 
and I '11 go your halves." 

Being brought to trial, this notorious 
malefactor was convicted on two indict- 
ments, upon which he received sentence 
of death. After conviction he wrote to 
his father, imploring him to intercede 
with a gentleman and lady of rank to 
make interest that his sentence might be 
remitted, and that he might be trans- 
ported. The father did what was in his 
power; but the notoriety of his character 
was such, that no persons would exert 
themselves in his favour. 

This man lived in the gayest and most 
thoughtless manner after conviction, reck- 
less of all considerations of futurity, and 
affecting to make a jest of the dreadful 
fate that awaited him. Not many days 
before his execution, he purchased a new 
fustian frock and a pair of pumps, in order 
to wear them at the time of his death; 
and, on the day before, he hired five poor 
men, at lOs. each, to follow the cart as 
mourners: lie hkewise gave hatbands 
and gloves to several other persons; and 
left a  ring, and  some other articles,  to 

a married woman in Lincolnshire, with 
whom he had been acquainted. 

On the morning of the 10th of April, 
1739, this hero of highwaymen—for be 
was held to be the hero of any gang with 
which he connected himself—was put into 
a cart, and, followed by the mourners 
he had engaged, drawn to the place of 
execution; in his way to which he bowed 
to the spectators with an air of the most 
astonishing indifference and intrepidity. 
When he came to the fatal tree, on as- 
cending the ladder, his right leg trembled, 
and he stamped it down with an air of 
assumed courage, as if ashamed of dis- 
covering any signs of fear. Having con- 
versed with the executioner about half an 
hour, he threw himself off the ladder, and 
expired in a few minutes. The spectators 
of the execution were affected at his fate, 
as he was distinguished by the comeliness 
of his appearance. He had attained the 
thirty-third year of his age. At the 
execution he had a fellow-sufferer in 
the person of John Stead, who was also 
found guilty on a similar indictment— 
namely, horse-stealing. 

Turpin's corpse was taken to the Blue 
Boar, in Castle Gate, York, where it 
remained till the next morning, when 
it was interred in the churchyard of 
St. George's jiarish, with an inscription 
on the coffin, the initials of his name, and 
his age. The grave was dug remarkably 
deep; but notwithstanding the people 
who acted as mourners took such mea- 
sures as they thought would secure the 
body, it was carried off about three o'clock 
on the following morning : the populace, 
however, got intimation where it was 
conveyed, and found it in a garden be- 
longing to one of the surgeons of the city. 
Gaining possession of it, they laid it on 
a board, and carried it through the streets 
in a kind of trimnphal manner; after 
which they filled the coffin with unslack- 
ened lime, and buried it in the grave 
where it had been before deposited. 

" The Turpin Addenda," in occasional 
subsequent Numbers, will comprise many 
adventures of this notorious character not 
now given, and with which the public 
generally are unacquainted. 

London: Printed, for the Proprk'lur, by Thomas 
Foale, 2, Upper Southampton Street, Pcntonvillc; 
and Published by WILLIAM MARK CLAHK, 
19. Warwick Lane; and J. PATTIE, High Sirt-f;, 
Rloomsbury : and to be had of all Booksellers, 
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THE MOST NOTORIOUS HIGHWAYMEN.    N^. 2. 

WILLIAM SHELTON. 

[sllELTON   ROBBING THE  NORTHAMPTON   STAGE  ON   FINCHLEY  COMMON.] 

THE culprit who is now brought to the 
notice of our readers was born of respect- 
ub!e parents n^r Cheslmnt, in Hertford- 
sliire, who prwided him witii a Uberal 
education. At a proper age he was 
apprenticed to an apothecary in Enfield; 
but iiis master applied to his father to 
take him back at the end of two years, 
as his conduct was so irregular that he 
did not choose to have any farther con- 
nexion -with him. In consequence of 
this he was placed with an apothecary 
at Stoke Newington ; and though he still 
kept gay company, he served six years 
with a tolerably • fair character. About 
this time he became violently enamoured 
of his  mistress's sister, who -was   by no 

means insensible to his addresses. Slie 
lived in the family; but no person sus- 
pected their intimacy, till the mistre.ss 
accidentally heard her sister freely repre- 
sent to Shelton the disagreeable conse- 
quence that must arise from keeping had 
company and late hours. 

Shelton's master and his wife both 
disapproved of the intended match, on 
account of his keeping too much gay 
company; and his own parents objected 
to it from the same reason, wishing liim 
to acquire greater steadiness of mind 
before he married. 

When his term of apprenticeship was 
completed, he took leave of the young 
lady with professions of lasting love ; .and 

G 



43 
his father having supplied him witli 
money, he embarked in. business, in 
whicli he was for some time eminently 
successful; but his immoderate attach- 
ment to pleasure lost him many of his 
friends and much of his business. He 
had not been long in trade, however 
before he became enamoured of a young 
lady, the daughter of a widow in his 
neighbourhood; and having made an 
acquaintance with her unknown to her 
mother, he conveyed her out of a back 
window of the house, and married her 
at the Fleet: so soon had he forgotten 
his vows to the lady of Stoke Newington, 
to whom he plighted unalterable attach- 

• ment! The father of the bride having 
been a citizen of London, her fortune 
had been deposited in the hands of the 
chamberlain, who readily paid it to the 
husband. 

Shelton was still in considerable busi- 
ness ; but his attachment to company 
was such that his expenses exceeded his 
income; so that he daily grew poorer; 
his father likewise dying about this tinie, 
leaving his fortune to his widow for her 
life, Slielton had nothing to expect till 
after the death of his mother. He now 
made acquaintance with some people of 
abandoned chai'acter, and took to a habit 
of gaming, by which his circumstances 
became still more embarrassed, and he 
was obliged to decline business after he 
had followed it only two years. Thus 
distressed, he entered as surgeon on board 
a ship bound to Antigua, the inhabitants 
of which island received him with such 
singular tokens of respect that he resolved 
to settle there as a surgeon, and wrote to 
his wife to come over to him; but an 
unfortunate circumstance prevented the 
carrying this scheme into execution. 

In the island of Antigua it is customary 
to exercise the militia weekly, when t!io 
officers on duty treat their brethren in 
rotation, and invite what company they 
please. Mr. Shelton being invited by 
Colonel Ker, the latter gave a generous 
treat, and urged his friends to drink 
freely. On the approach of night, some 
of them would have gone home; but the 
colonel prevailed on them to stay till 
the next day, hinting that it might be 
dangerous to meet some negroes who had 
quitted the plantation, Shelton agreed, 
among others to stav: but he had not 
been long in bed, when the liquor he liad 
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drank occasioned the most excruciating 
pain in his bowels. The next morning 
he took some medicines to a!)ate the pain, 
and the end was answered for the time; 
but he determined to embark for England, 
as he imagined he felt the symptoms of 
approaching consumption. He therefore 
immediately sailed for Ins native country, 
where he arrived to the surprise of his 
friends, who had been taught to expect 
that he would continue in Antigua. They, 
however, advised him to settle at Bunting- 
ford, in Hertfordshire, where there was a 
vacancy occasioned by the death of an 
apothecary. 

Shelton having inquired into the affair, 
and finding no prospect worth his notice, 
his wife's mother persuaded him to take 
a house at Brassin, a village near Bunting- 
ford, intimating that she would live with 
him and be at the expense of house- 
keeping. This proposal was accepted; 
but when the leases were drawn, the old 
lady refused to execute them; so that 
Shelton, obliged to abandon this agree- 
able prospect, substituted one the practice 
in whicli was in no way reputable to 
himself. Distressed in mind, and not 
knowing how to support himself, he 
determined to commence highwayman ; 
and having hired a horse, and furnished 
himself with pistols, he rode to Flncliley 
Common; but after looking out some 
hours, and meeting with no booty there, 
he returned towards London, in his way 
to which he took about 305. from four 
ladies, whom he stopped in a coach ; and 
obtained 3s. 6d. from a gentleman he met 
on the road. 

lie now put on a mask; and, thus dis- 
guised, robbed the passengers in three 
stage coaches on Epping Forest of their 
watches and money. Some persons on 
horseback immediately pursued him, and 
were very near him at JTOtham Abbey; 
but taking a very different road, he went 
round by Cheshimt, and escaped to Lon- 
don, where he, the next day, heard that 
his pursuers had galloped after him to 
Enfield. The watches he sold to a Jew; 
and having spent the money, he rode out 
to Hounslow Heath, where he demanded 
a gentleman's money, and, after some 
hesitation on the part of the latter, robbed 
him of 32 guineas and some silver. This 
done, he crossed the Thames at Rich- 
mond, where he dined; after which he 
sto])])ed two ladies in a coach, on Putney 
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Conmion, but got no booty from them, I 
as they had just before been robbed by 
another highwayman. 

On the same even ing he robbed a 
Quaker of 9/.; and early on the following 
morning he stopped the Northampton 
stage, and robbed the passengers of 271. 
The reason for these rapid robberies was, 
that he had to discharge a debt he had 
contracted at the gaming-table; which 
being' done, he ajipeared amongst his 
former companions as before. 

Soon after this he rode towards Chis- 
wick, in the hope of meeting a colonel in 
the army; but as the gentleman knew 
him, he was apprehensive of being recol- 
lected by his voice, though he wore a 
mask. The colonel seeing a man coming 
forward, produced a pistol, and, on the 
other coming up, fired at him, and grazed 
the skin of his horse's shoulder. Slielton 
now fired, and wounded the colonel's 
horse, on which the colonel discharged 
his other pistol, hut without effect. The 
highwayman then demanded his money 
which having received to the amount of 
about 50/., he took a circuit round the 
country, and reached London at ni^ 

On the week following this robbery, he 
obtained a booty of ten guineas, some 
silver, and two gold watches, on Finchley 
Common ; but being pursued by some 
gentlemen on horseback, he concealed 
himself on Enfield Chase, and, havin; 
ehided his pursuers, rode to London 
in his way to which place he robbed a 
gentleman and lady, on Muswell Hill, 
of between thirty and forty shillings. 

On the following evening he took a 
ride, but did not rob any person: on his 
return, however, through Islington, he 
heard somebody cry out, " Stop the high- 
wayman !" on which he rode hastily up 
a lane, where his horse had nearly stuck 
fast in a slou^; but, getting through it, 
he stopped ifflkfield, and saw his pursuers 
waiting in expectation of him. He, 
therefore, made a circle, and got down 
Goswell Street, to the end of Old Street, 
where he again heard the cry of " A 
highwayman !"" on which he rode to 
Dog-house Bar, and escaped by the way 
of Moorfields. 

Soon after this, he rode to Enfield 
Chase, and, putting on a mask, robbed 
one of the northern stages wliile the 
driver was watering his horses at a pond. 
Some men who were playing at skittles, 

seeing this robbery, siuToundod him ; but 
they fled from him on his firing a pistol, 
and he journeyed to London. 

Having one day committed a robbery 
on the Hertford road, he was returning 
to town, when he overtook two farmers 
who, having been drinking at an alehouse 
till they were valiant, were wishing they 
might meet Dr. Shelton, whom, in such 
case, they would certainly take: expres- 
sions of wonder rapidly escaped them, 
how people could allow him to proceed 
unmolested. Shelton, upon hearing this, 
presented his pistol, when they delivered 
their money to him with every sign of 
fear; it was but trifling, and he returned 
it, laughing at them for their assumed. 
courage. 

His next robbery was or. Finchley 
Common, where he took 16/. and several 
watches from the passengers of the 
Northampton stage: on this occasion 
he wore a mask, which appears to have 
been his frequent custom. 

The name of Shelton was now become 
so eminent, that many other robbers 
courted his acquaintance; among wiiom 
were two men who had formed a design 
of robbing the turnpike man on Stamford 
Hill, but had not resolution to carry their 
plan into execution. This design was no 
sooner mentioned to Shelton, than be 
agreed to be concerned : whereupon they 
went on foot from London at ten o'clock 
at night; but before they reached the spot, 
Shelton's companions relented, and would 
go no farther : on which they returned to 
town, in their way to which they robbed 
a gentleman of a few shillings. Shelton, 
however, determined to have no farther 
connexion with these irresolute dogs, as 
be termed them. 

His next robbery was committed on 
two gentlemen in a chaise, both of them 
armed with pistols, on the road from 
Hounslow, from whom he took above 
16/.; and soon after this, being destitute 
of cash, and determined to make a bold 
attempt, he robbed several coaches in 
one evening, acquiring a prize of about 
90/. exclusive of rings and watches. 

In consequence of these repeated rob- 
beries, a proclamation was issued for the 
apprehension of Shelton, whose person 
and customary plan of attack were most 
minutely described. He therefore con- 
cealed himself in Hertfordshire; but he 
had not been there long, before an indi- 
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vidual, upon rtcognising him, informed a 
neighbouring magistrate; upon which he 
was taken into custody, and conveyed to 
London. 

He was tried at the next sessions at 
the Old Bailey, for various robberies in 
the county of Middlesex; and being con- 
victed, sentence of death was forthwith 
passed upon him. 

While in prison he affected the greatest 
gaiety of disposition, and a fondness for 
entertaining his visitors with the history 
of his exploits. Occasionally he would 
be more serious; but his seriousness had 
no stability; unhappily, it was transient. 

On the arrival of the warrant for his 
execution, he seemed greatly agitated; it 
was said, indeed, he shed tears; but the 
bottle, to which he had recourse, dissi- 
paled those ideas which conscience had 
more strongly kindled than for a long 
time past; and at the place of execution 
at Tyburn, to which he was removed on 
the 9th of October, 1732, he refused to 
evince any kind of devotion. 

Shelton was truly a criminal moulded 
from a gentleman of great natural and 
acquired mental ability, affording a spe- 
cimen of awful perversion from that path 
in which he might have shone with strong 
resplendency—in which he might have 
been, peradventure, " a burning and a 
sinning light!" 

MURDER OF MR. BIRO AND HIS HOUSE- 
KEEPER, AT GREENWICH. 

(Continued from No. 3.) 

CHAPTER II. 

SERJEANT ONSLOW, having stated the 
circumstances of the case, proceeded to 
examine witnesses. 

David Thomas lived next door to tbe 
late Mr. Bird, in London Street, Green- 
wich ; was acquainted with Mr. Bird. 
He latterly kept only one servant, Mary 
Simmons. On the Sunday morning of 
the 8th, he observed the house of Mr. Bird 
shut, about twenty minutes before one 
o'clock at noon. Mr. Bird's brother gave 
him information of his alarm at the house 
being shut up. Mr. Bird asked him to go 
to the back part of his premises, and see 
if all was secure. All was secure; the 
•windows close; and he recommended to 
Ml*. Bird to pick the lock of the front 
door, which could not be done because the 
key was inside.    They then tried a door' 
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between Mr. Bird's house and witness's, 
and broke it open; a passage communi- 
cated from tliat door to the biick part of 
the house. Through that passage witness 
and two or three others procecderl. raised 
up the sash of the kitchen window, and 
broke open the shutters. He then went 
through the window to the kitchen. 
When in the kitchen, he went to the 
hall through a passage. He opened the 
back door to let in hght, and then saw 
the body of Mary Simmons lying in the 
passage, with her head towards the stairs, 
and her feet towards the street door. 
He stepped over her body, and opened 
the hall window, and then saw Mr. Bird 
lying dead on his back in the parlour. 
Tiie door between the hall and parlour 
was open. Upon examining farther, he 
observed blood on the floor of the hall: 
it was near the body of Mary Simmons. 
There was a track of blood by drawing 
tlie body. The head was cut, the ear was 
slit in two; part of the banisters was 
broken by her; a candle was lying beside 
her, which was nearly a whole one. When 
he saw Mr. Bird, he saw a candle and 
candlestick near his knees; between his 
arms lay his spectacles, which were broken ; 
on the table was a small pocket-book and 
a lottery-ticket. There was no watch in 
his fob. His pockets were searched, and 
nothing was in them. Witness afterwards 
went up stairs into the little room over 
the parlour, and observed there a large 
tin box and a padlock on it, and some 
papers lying loose on the floor. Some of 
the drawers of the secretary were open. 
Witness did not examine them. He went 
to Mr. Bird's bed-room, and found a 
double chest of drawers open; every 
drawer was half open: the things in 
them appeared to have been turned over, 
and left in disorder. On the bed there 
were two or three keys ; aafcnear them, 
on the counterpane, marl^JTblood. The 
bed was made and turned down, ready 
for sleeping in. He did not go into the 
servant's room. On the front door of 
the house there was a chain, which did 
not appear to have been on that night. 
The lock was a spring-lock, and had not 
been locked beyond the spring. Witness 
remarked in the kitchen the servant's 
needle-work on the table, and a penknife 
or two, and the table-cloth folded on one 
corner of it, as if for present use. There 
was a pair of slippers on the fender, and 
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in the oven roasted potatoes, and the tea- 
kettle was full of water. He looked into 
the bureau, and saw a gentleman take 
some plate out of the bureau, which was 
open. 

Richard Smith, a magistrate, heard of 
the discovery of tlie murder about one 
o'clock, immediately after morning ser- 
vice, when he was in the vestry-room. 
He tlien went immediately to the house. 
He observed a woman lying on the floor 
in the passage. There was much blood 
on tlic floor, which was spread over it by 
the moving of the body. The body lay 
in tlie way to the front door. Her head 
lay just at the foot of (he staircase. The 
lower banister wag broken ; and this was 
a part which could not be laid hold of 
by a person in an erect position. There 
was a candle lying near the body in thi 
hall, which appeared new, only to have 
hven lighted and then blown out. He 
then went into Mr. Bird's parlour, found 
Mr. Bird lying on his hack evidently 
dead, his feet near the door, scarcely 
enough to let the door open, and his head 
near the fire-placs, below a chair. There 
was a little table upset behind the door, 
and on the table, near his head, witness 
saw a pocket-book. The spectacles lay on 
the ground, and the pockets appeared to 
have been rifled. On searching about, 
lie found below the door of the parlour the 
mark of a hammer, which had just grazed 
the lintel, and left a mark of blood. He 
marked several wounds on the bodies of 
both, apparently inflicted by the same 
instrument; some of the wounds being 
seemingly inflicted by a hammer-head, 
and the other a moderately sharp end. 
He saw the hammer afterwards, and such 
an instrument must have been employed 
to inflict the wounds, which were very 
numerous, on the heads of the woman and 
Mr. Bird: the skull of Mr. Bird was 
fractured. Witness went up stairs, first 
into the small reading-room, where Mr. 
Bird had a bureau desk. He thought 
that a person sitthig near the window of 
the room, as he must do when the flap 
of the desk was down, might be seen from 
the Tiger's Head. The flap of the bureau 
was down when witness saw it. Many 
papers were scattered about on it, and 
some down on the floor: they appeared 
to have been scattered about, as if done 
in a hurry to in--pect the drawers. The 
bureau had a secret drawer, from which 

thirty-one 1/. bank-notes were taken out 
in the presence of witness. He afterward 
saw plate taken out in a bed-room, which 
had escaped the notice of the person who 
had plundered the other things. Mr. 
Bird's bed was made, and turned down. 
In that bed-room there had been the same 
search for articles of property, and the 
same confusion as in the other parts of the 
house. Witness then went to the attics, 
which exhibited the same scene of con- 
fusion. On the ground floor, the back 
parlour did not appear to liave been 
entered at all: there was a sideboard 
there with some plate, which had not been 
disturbed. After that, witness went to 
the kitchen, where he saw the servant's 
work on the table, a tinderbox on the 
table, a tablecloth on a chair in the room, 
and Mr. Bird's slippers near the fender. 
Two watches were delivered to witness on 
the 13th of March, by Goodwyn, a tailor, 
at Peckham, who represented himself to 
be the prisoner's brother-in-law. Witness 
produced the watches, but he could not 
speak to tiieir previous ownership. Was 
present at the final examination of the 
prisoner, who omitted a statement which 
was taken down from his lips by Mr. 
Bicknell, which he had refused to sign. 

Frederick Finch, a surgeon, resided at 
Greenwich. Went to Mr. Bird's house on 
Sunday, the 7th of February last. He 
found Ml". Bird slaughtered in the most 
horrible manner. He observed two re- 
markable indentations on the forehead, 
about the size of a halfpenny; and a 
fracture from the front to the occiput. 
Any one of the wounds would have pro- 
duced death, and from the parietal bone 
the brain had escaped. He had no doubt 
that the wounds were inflicted by an 
instrument like a hammer, with a blunt 
cutting edge, and a smooth. He observed 
also in the head of Mary Simmons a 
depression on the os frontis which would 
have produced death ; besides other severe 
wounds. They were evidently produced 
by the same instrument; as the wounds 
were of the size of the cutting edge of a 
hammer. He had since seen the hammer, 
and he thought it would exactly produce 
the wounds he had described. He saw 
the hammer in the possession of Hodges, 
the constable. The ser\'ant was wounded 
in the jugular vein, and had evidently 
vomited from the sympathy between the 
head and the stomacli. 
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Kesiah Bell, a washerwnmim at Green- 

wich, used to go to i\Ir. liird's to assist in 
cooking. Mr. Bird generally supped al 
nine o'clock, and went to bed at ten. He 
pulled off his shoes after supper, when the 
cloth was removed. Witness bad been 
washing at Mr. Bird's on the Monday 
before the murder, and had waslied 
eighteen shirts. She saw two shirts pro- 
duced by Hodges, the constable, after the 
murders; and she was very sure she had 
washed them on the Monday mentioned. 
A handkerchief was likewise produced, 
which she thought Mr. Bird's. 

John Litton, a cooper, was employed 
as a. patrol when tlie murder happened. 
Used to leave his home at eight o'clock 
to go to the patrol. Has known the 
prisoner a year, who left a box at wit- 
ness's house when he left his service. 
He carried the box up stairs. There 
were two pair of staircases up to the 
apartments occupied by witness. The 
box was placed in a room not occupied 
hv witness, bat only passed through when 
going to his bed-room. There was a front 
staircase and a back one. Tlie back one 
could be used in going to the room where 
the prisoner's box was deposited, but wit- 
ness did not know if the prisoner used it. 
Prisoner lived at the Tiger's Head, and 
frequented witness's house, and knew 
every part of it. There are two doors, 
one from the front and the otJier in the 
side. There are two privies, one in the 
front place, and another in a place leading 
into the lane, which has no top; there is 
a spot near it where the children used to 
play. He never saw any matting or rub- 
bish in this place which could have con- 
cealed a bundle. There is a cellar near 
this, where a person might conceal any- 
thing he was disposed to conceal. The 
door of this cellar is always open, From 
this cellar one might get up to the room 
where the box was deposited: there is a 
cistern near the staircase that leads up to 
the room where the box was, always tilled 
with water. There is a pump in the 
kitchen. The kitchen is not in use. Any 
person might enter it without being per- 
ceived by witness's family. Witness kept 
his cooper's tools in the lower part, close 
by the kitchen. He worked in that place, 
and had toots there as well as at the 
brewer's. He had a cooper's hammer in 
the place near the kitchen before the 
murder of Mr. Bird, which  he  missed 
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about ten days or fortnight before that 
event. He made inquiries about it, but 
could not find it. It was a pall-riveting 
hammer. Jt had a particular mark; its 
handle was split. Mr. Eicknell's clerk 
showed him it in the presence of the 
constable Hodges. He had previously 
described it to the magistrate, and when 
he saw it he was certain it was the same 
hammer. Witness had frequently seen 
prisoner come to the box in the room 
He never saw the box open but once, and 
then it did not seem half filled. When 
prisoner brought it, it was only secured 
by some packthread. Witness, in conse 
quence of what his wife said, took the 
box, which was secured by a strongei 
cord, to Mrs. Goddard, Deptford, who was 
a relation of the prisoner's. He removed 
it about ten days after the'murder. It 
was heavier than when it came, which 
witness knew by taking it off prisoner's 
shoulder. He knew prisoner when he 
acted as groom, and took care of a gig, 
which the witness had seen him washing 
with water from the pond where the 
hammer was found. Witness knows Mr 
Smith's ground, where the pond is. Then. 
was a tree in the corner next to the main 
road. Witness heard of the murder on 
Monday afternoon, when he saw the pri 
soner. He came with witness's nepliew 
and stayed till ten minutes past five 
when he went by the coach, as he said, 
to his brother's at Peckham. Prisonei 
told witness that he had promised to 
"dine with Ills brother; and if not in 
time for dinner, he should be in time foi 
tea." He told witness he had dined with 
his washerwoman, Mrs. Bennet. When 
he first came into witness's room, witnes-. 
said, " Charles, where have you been ' 
you are quite groggy." He said he had 
been at the Tiger's Head the night before 
and had got more than he was used to 
take. He said, as he was going to the 
washerwoman's, he met a person of the 
name of Jesse, and had part of three pints 
of hot at the Ship and Last, and from that 
he went to his washerwoman's; that be 
had dined there, and that he could do no 
less, after having dined with her, than 
give her something to drink; that he 
came from her to witness's house. The 
prisoner, after remaining a short time 
with witness, went to his room, and re- 
mained there ten minutes; and on his 
return, asked for something to drink. 
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Maria Litton, wife of the last witness, 

deposed, that she remembered the box 
that Hussey, the prisoner, put into lier 
husband's house. She remembered the 
prisoner asking her to procure a person to 
carry the box to Mrs. Goddard's. Her 
husband did so at her request. She saw 
no matting nor rubbish near the privy to 
conceal a bundle. She remembered the 
loss of the hammer, and the search made 
for it about ten days before the murder. 
Hussey came back to her husband's Iiouse 
about half-past three o'clock, and remained 
till past five. When slie went out and 
heard of the murder, there were many 
people about. The pond was seen from 
tlie houses in Vansittart's Terrace. 

Wilham Litton, nephew of the last 
witness, recollected the Sunday when the 
murder was discovered. He knew the 
I)risoner, and went into his uncle's house 
with him on that Sunday, about twenty 
minutes after three o'clock in the after- 
noon. Hussey came from tlie side of the 
house where the lane was. 

Jane Goddard, related to the prisoner 
hy marriage, was called: she appeared 
much agitated. Siie lived at Deptford; 
remembered a box being brought to her 
house on tlie Monday after the 14th of 
February. The box stood in the shop, 
and remained there three weeks before it 
was opened. Her husband opened it; 
and found, the first thing, the silver ladle 
and some sheets. There were old clothes 
in it, which she returned to the box. 
The box was again opened about two or 
thiee hours afterwards, in the presence of 
bome gentlemen of Greenwich. Hussey 
came the next day after the box was 
brought, and opened it. She was present 
when the box was opened a second time, 
and should know the articles in it. 

Joseph Goddard deposed to the contents 
a io     of the box.   He first saw a bundle with a 
ti of     silver ladle.   There was a pair of loose 

tliifsti    pantaloons,  with a wine-strainer in the 
dfroiiii     pocket.    He saw also a waistcoat with 

. that     sleeves.    He saw " G S B 1" on one of 
oiJld h    the sheets.    He then gave information, 

lifr, tl    after having corded up the trunk.    The 
tliai    constables,  Larkin and  Hodges,  came; 

but he was not present. 
siiort Ql       Thomas  Hussey,  brother  of the pri- 

pj    soner, exceedingly affected, deposed that 
,ji|) nil    he lived at Peckham; that he saw him 
'jj[[,i-,    about four or five o'clock on Sunday, when 

the  murder  was  discovered.     He   had 

asked him to come and dine with him on 
that day. He did not come to dinner, 
but afterwards. M'hen he arrived, he 
said be had taken something that had 
turned on his stomach, and aslced witness 
if he had heard of the horrid murders at 
Greenwich. Witness said, no. Prisoner 
then said, an old gentleman and his 
housekeeper had been murdered opposite 
where he lived. Witness asked why he 
did not come to dine; and he replied, it 
was owing to the shocking murder, %vhich 
made Greenwich like a fair. Witness 
asked prisoner to go to London with him 
the following day; to which the latter 
objected, saying he had a person called 
William to meet with at the Red Bull, at 
Peckham. Witness pressed him to go to 
London, and he did. He did not return 
with witness ; but witness saw him at his 
house that night, when his pantaloons 
were wet and dirty, he having fallen into 
a ditch. Prisoner, in turning out his 
coat pocket, took out broken pieces of 
buckle, like silver, which prisoner said 
was silver. His brother, who was hv, 
proposed that witness should take the 
silver, which he did, paying him 3^. an 
ounce. He kept it till the watches were 
discovered, and then threw it into the 
fire, but took it out before it was melted. 
A part of this silver witness delivered 
to Mr. Smith, the magistrate. Prisoner 
received a legacy of GO/, on the Wednes- 
day after the murder. 

Elizabeth Goodwyn, sister of the pri- 
soner, in deep grief, deposed that she 
lived at Peckham. The prisoner did not 
send her a box, but the box came about 
the 8th of February. It was full of her 
deceased mother's clothes. Afterwards 
the prisoner came, aud had access to the 
box; he opened the box twice; the last 
time on the Tuesday, when he returned 
from the country, which was three weeks 
after the murder. She opened the box 
iicrself on the Thursday following, and 
found the two watches and the notes. 
Her husband and brother took them. 
There was on the watches the name of 
Bird. Her husband is James Goodwyn. 
She had not seen the box from the time 
it came with wearing appai'el, and when 
it was found with the watches in it. Her 
deceased sister had na sheets. 

James Goodwyn, tailor, of Peckham, 
husband of the last witness, saw watches 
which came from  the box,  but did not 
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see them in the box.    He examined the 
watch-papers, and on one of them was 
the name of Bird. This was a month 
after the murder. He delivered them to 
Mr. Smith, the magistrate. 

George W. Bird, son of the deceased, 
identified the watches to be his father's, 
which were afterwards shown to the jury. 
The one was a tortoise-shell watch, and 
the other a metal. Only one of them 
had a watch-paper. Mr. Bird said, the 
last time he saw it in his f;ither's posses- 
sion was ten days before his death. The 
tortoise-shell watch was his mother's: 
sir.ce her death it had been hung up in 
the little room in which his father's body 
v.'as found. The metal watch he had 
seen in his father's possession about three 
mouths before his deatli. 

Tliomas Larkin, a constable, went to 
the house of Mrs. Goddard, at Deptford, 
on the 14th of March, and found the 
trunk now produced. He found in it 
two shirts, three sheets, a silver wine- 
strainer and soup-ladle, a pair of gaiters, 
and a cotton pocket-handkerchief; also 
a pensioner's ticket, witli the name of 
Charles Ilussey on it. Witness produced 
the articles, which were examined by the 
court and jury. One of the sheets was 
marked 11 B; another was marked B at 
top, S and G forming a kind of triangle; 
and the other sheet had no mark at ail. 
Witness was at Mr, Bird's house about 
twenty minutes after the discoveiy of 
tlie murder. The gaiters had marks of 
blood and vomiting, and witness observed 
vomiting near the body of the house- 
keeper when he first went to the house 
on the Sunday of the murder. 

Mrs. Litton being recalled, said, the 
gaiters appeared to be those of Charles 
Hussey; but on cross-examination she 
stated she could not say they certainly 
were his. She had sewn the strap on 
one of his gaiters, and remembered that 
the gaiters she had sewn were the same 
as those produced; but she could not 
swear that they were the same. 

Kesiah Bell deposed to the sheet 
marked B G S being George Bird's; 
his wife's name being Sarah. She had 
washed the sheet many times. She had 
observed the marks when she huug them 
out to dry. She remembered the sheet 
marked R. B, which belonged to the 
family; Rebecca being the grandmother's 
name.    She knew the shirt likewise to be 

one of those she washed on the Monday 
previous to the murder. 

Richard Hodges, constable, deposed 
to the other a;-ticles contained in the 
box deposited at Goddard's, which had 
remained in his possession ever since. 

.John Poulton, the constable of Ded- 
dington, in Oxfordshire, deposed that he 
apprehended the prisoner on the 1st of 
April, at Deddington. H e took from 
him a watch and a pocket-book, with 
two letters. After he had searched the 
prisoner, he asked him for the rings he 
had heard he possessed. Prisoner said 
he put one of them down the privy at 
the King's Arms. It was searched for, 
and found. It contained an inscription— 
" To the memory of six children." Mr. 
Bird, jun., identified the ring, together 
with the watch, seal, and chain. 

John Vickery, Bow Street officer, de- 
posed to the prisoner's being brought to 
Bow Street by the last witness, and to a 
ring being found in searching his person, 
which dropped from his boot or panta- 
loons, which Mr. Bird, jun., identified, 

Mr. Serjeant Onslow now proceeded to 
another part of the case—namely, to read 
the examination and the letters. 

John Bicknell was called. He is clerk 
to the magistrates of the district in which 
Greenwich is included. He took down a 
statement the prisoner made before the 
magistrates, and which prisoner allowed 
to be correct. 

George Young, a servant at the Tiger's 
Head, knew Hussey, who came to the 
Tiger's Head three weeks before Christ- 
mas, and stayed a fortnight after the 
murder was committed. Witness recol- 
lected the Saturday when the murder wa^" 
committed, but did not see Ilussey tiil 
half-past ten at night. There was a chib 
called Odd Fellows met at the TigerV 
Head. He passed by the tap-room ai 
half-past ten, and saw Hussey there. 

Mrs. Walmsley, who kept the TigerV 
Head—-William llallibone, secretary i^l 
the lodge of Odd Fellows —and Stephci 
Epsom and William Coulter, members n!' 
the Odd Fellows' club—gave evidence to 
the same efi'ect. 
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J )dN TOON AND EDWARD BLASTOCK. 

THE parents of .John Toon wore respect- 
able inhabitants of Shored itch, who, having 
bestowed on their son a Hberal education, 
apprenticed him to an ironmonger, in 
an extensive way of business, who had 
married his sister; but not being happy 
in this situation, his father sent him at 
the expiration of three years to sea. After 
two voyages to Barbadoes, he grew tired 
of the life of a seaman, which he quitted 
to live with a carman, w)io was his uncle, 
in whose service he behaved so nnexcep- 
tionably that, on the deatli of the uncle, 
which happened soon afterwards, he took 
])ossession of 400/., bequeathed bim as a 
reward for his good conduct. 

Soon after becoming possessed of this 

property, he married the sister of lidwaid 
Blastock, who was a native of Slieffield, 
in Yorkshire, and was apprenticed to a 
pernke-niakcr in the Temple, in London: 
but his master dying xvhen ho had served 
about five years, his mistress declined 
trade, and gave the young fellow his 
indentures, on the representation of the 
gentlemen of the law that they wished 
him, rather than any other, to succeed 
her late husband. But the rent of the 
house being high, Blastock was afraid to 
enter on business so early in life, as he 
was at that time only eighteen years of 
age; on which lie took two rooms in 
Whitefriars, where be began to practise in 
his business, and met with eieat success. 

H 
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Coming by this means into the possession 
of money before he knew the value of it, 
he attached himself to the fashionnble 
pleasures of the town, by which he soon 
incurred debts he could not discharge: 
obliged consequently to dechne business, 
he bad recourse to the wretched life of ;i 
strolling player, refusing to accept a good 
situation offered him by a gentleman of 
tlie Temple. 

Toon, on being married, began to live in 
a most extravagant manner; and having 
dissipated half his little fortune, Blastock 
proposed that tliey should go into York- 
shire, and embark in public business. 
This proposal being accej)ted, they took 
an inn at Sheflield ; but both the landlords 
being better calculated to spend than to 
get money, Toon soon found his circum- 
stances embarrassed. Thus situated, he 
reflected on Blastock for advising him to 
take the inn ; and the other recriminated, 
by recounting the faults of Toon. In 
consequence of this dissension, Blastock 
brought his wife to London, whither Toon 
and his wife soon followed, after selling 
off their effects. 

Toon, who was now totally reduced 
in his circumstances, met his own elder 
brother one day in Cheapside, a dyer in 
Shoreditcli, who took little notice of him; 
but as Toon imagined he was going out 
for the day, he went to his house, and 
found his wife, who entreated him to stay 
to dinner, to which he consented. In 
the mean time he went to see the men 
at work ; and finding one among them 
of genteel appearance, whom he leamt 
was his brother's bookkeeper, he became 
extremely enraged that his brother should 
employ a stranger in that capacity in 
preference to himself, at a time when 
he was in circumstances of distress. In 
this agitation of mind hereturned to the 
house; and whilst his sister-in-law was 
gone into another room, he stole a small 
quantity of silver plate and decamped: 
having soon spent the produce of this 
theft, he determined upon the dangerous 
and fatal resource of the highway. 

His first expedition was to Epping 
Forest, where he waited a long time 
in expectation of a booty : at length 
observing a coach come from Lord Castle- 
main's seat, he used the most dreadful 
imprecations to compel the coachman to 
stop, and robbed two ladies of nearly 3/., 
with a gird-buckle,   and an etwee  case. 
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He now imagined that he had obtained 
a \'aluable prize; but he subsequently 
pawned the buckle and etwee case for 
12.y.; finding that the latter was base 
metal, though he had mistaken it for 
gold; and the former set with crystal 
stones, instead of diamonds, as they had 
appeared to his eye. 

He soon spent his ill-gotten treasure; 
and going again on the highway, stopped 
and robbed several persons, among whom 
was a gentleman of the name of Currier, 
who earnestly exhorted him to decline Ins 
present course of life, not only from the 
immorality but the danger of it. The 

•robber thanked the gentleman for his 
advice; but said he had no occasion for 
it, as he was sufficiently apprized of his 
danger; he must nevertheless have his 
money on pain of instant death. Having 
robbed him of three guineas, he decamped 
with the utmost expedition. 

One of his next robberies was on 
Epping Forest, where he dispossessed a 
gentleman of his money and a gold watch, 
the latter of which he left in the hands of 
a receiver of stolen goods, to dispose of to 
the best advantage: but the watch being 
of value, and in high estimation with the 
owner, he advertised it, with a reward 
of eight guineas; on which the receiver 
delivered it, and took the money, but 
gave Toon only seven of them, pretending 
that was all he could obtain. Toon not 
having read the advertisement, was igno- 
rant of the trick that had been put upon 
him ; but being some days afterwards 
upon Epping Forest, and having in vain 
waited some time for a prize, he went to 
the Green Man, by Lord Castlemain's 
house, where he heard one of his lord- 
ship's footmen recounting the particulars 
of the robbery, and saying the watch had 
been recovered on giving eight guineas 
for it. Toon therefore determined not to 
lodge anything again with this man. 

Blastock married shortly after taking 
to the stage, and became the father of 
several children previous to his going to 
SheflSeid in conjoint business with Toon; 
on his return from which place he again 
engaged himself as a strolling player ; 
and after some time, casually meeting 
with Toon, the latter represented the 
advantages to be made by the life of a 
highwayman, and wished him to embark 
in that business, which he declined on the 
double score of its danger and immoralitv. 



HBWHHHMM OfpaBHHkii 

ANNALS OF CHIME. 51 
Not long after this refusal, Blastock waa 
seized with an indisposition, which threat- 
ened his life, and confined him so long 
that his wife was obliged to pawn almost 
all their effects for their support; and 
being visited by Toon during his illness, 
the latter again wislied liim to commence 
highwayman. 

Blastock had no sooner recovered his 
health, than, depressed by want, he yielded 
to the dangerous solicitation, and went 
with his accomplice to Epping Forest, 
where they stopped the chariot of a 
gentleman, whom they robbed of a few 
shillings and a pocket-piece, and then 
returned to London. 

On the following day they went again 
towards the forest; but in crossing Hack- 
ney Marsh Toon's horse sunk in a slough, 
in which he continued for so long a time 
that they found it impossible to achieve 
any profitable adventure for that night. 

Thus disappointed, they returned to 
London, and on the 27th of February 
following set out on another expedition, 
which proved to be their last of the kind. 
Wliile Toon was loading his pistols, lie 
was prepossessed with the idea that an 
untimely fate was speedily approaching 
hhn ; he nevertheless resolved to run 
everv hazard; on which they rode as 
far as Muswell Hill, where they stopped 
a gentleman named Seabroke, from whom 
they demanded his money. The gentle- 
man gave them 18s., saying it was all 
lie had, and adding, " God bless you, 
gentlemen; you are welcome to it." 
Toon then demanded his watch, which 
Mr. Seabroke delivered, repeating, " God 
bless you, gentlemen, you are' welcome 
to it." '• 

This robbery being committed, they 
galloped hard towards Highgate ; and 
their horses being almost tired, Blastock, 
stung with the guilt of his conscience, 
looked frequently behind him, in appre- 
hension that be was pursued; and so 
strong was the terror that seized both 
of them, that they agreed to quit their 
horses, and make their escape on foot. 
They now ran through a farm-yard, and, 
taking the back road which leads from 
Highgate to Hampstead, they got to 
London; and Blastock now declared his 
determination never to embark in such 
another project, while he congratulated 
himself on liis narrow escape. 

They took a solemn oath that, if either 

of them should be ajiprehended, neither 
would im])eacli tlie otlier; and the watch 
obtained in the last robbery being sold 
for two guineas, Blastock received his 
share, and went to join a company of 
strolling players at Chatham. 

The watch last stolen by them being 
advertised, the purchaser carried it to Mr. 
Seabroke, telling him he knew Toon, and 
would assist in taking him into custody; 
the consequence of which was, tliat the 
offender was lodged ifr'^Newgate on the 
same day. Toon kept his oath in declin- 
ing to give any information against his 
accomplice; but Blastock having agreed 
to go with the players to a greater distance 
from London than Chatham, returned to 
town to bid his wife and children adieu. 
When he arrived, which was about mid- 
night, his wife and her sister were in 
bed; and the former having opened the 
door, he was informed that Toon was in 
custody, and advised to seek his safety 
by an immediate Hight. This advice, 
however, he did not take; and in the 
morning, Toon's wife desired he would 
stay while she visited her husband, de- 
claring that she would not mention his 
having returned to London. On her 
return from this visit she wept much, 
and expressed her wish for the approach 
of night, that he might retire in safety. 
In the evening, while supper was provid- 
ing, she went out, inider pretence of a 
visit to her husband; but she went to 
Toon's brother, who took her before a 
magistrate; on which peace-officers were 
sent to take Blastock into custody. 

Mrs. Toon directed the officers to the 
room where Blastock was, in company 
with two men of his acquaintance, who 
were advising him on the emergency of 
his affairs. Blastock, suspecting some 
foul play, concealed himself in a closet; 
and when tlie officers came in, they first 
seized one, and then the other, of the 
persons present; hut were soon convinced 
that neither of them was the person they 
were in search of. On this the oOicers 
made a stricter seai'ch, and found Blastock 
in the closet, whom they took into custody. 
Having taken leave of his wife and child- 
ren, he was carried before a magistrate. 
who asked him if he had not a worse coat 
than that which he then wore. Blastock 
owned that he had, and actually sent for 
it; and it was kept to be produced in 
evidence against him. 
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While the officers were conducting him 
to Newgate, in a coach, they told him 
that Mrs. Toon had given the information 
against him; at which he was so shocked, 
that it was some time before he could 
recover his recollection, being absolutely 
insensible when he was lodged in prison. 

These malefactors were tried at the 
next sessions at tlie Old Bailey, and, 
being capitally convicted, received sen- 
tence of death. After conviction, they 
were confined in i\e same cell; but being 
unhappy together, from their mutual 
recriminations of each other, the keeper 
afterwards caused them to be separated. 
They both exhibited an uncommon degree 
of unfeigned penitence and contrition. 

They embraced each other at their 
execution, which took place at Tyburn 
on the 26th of May, 1738; and Blastock 
delivered the following speech to the sur- 
rounding multitude. " My dear friends, 
I do not come here to excuse myself, 
although I have been first led into the 
crime for which I suffer, and then basely 
betrayed; no, I am sensible of my guilt; 
nor should I have made tlie world ac- 
quainted with the barbarous treatment 
that I have met with, even from a near 
relation, had it not been with a view of 
preventing tlie ruin of many young per- 
sons. Let my fate be an example to 
them; and never let any man in trade 
think himself above his business, nor 
despise the offers of those who would 
serve him. Let them purchase wisdom 
at my cost, and never let slip any oppor- 
tunity that bids fair to be of the least 
advantage to them; for experience tells 
me, that had I done as I now advise you 
I had never come to this end. The next 
thing is, never to trust your life in the 
hands of a near relation; for money 
will make those who pretend to be your 
dearest friends your most bitter enemies. 
Never be persuaded to do anything that 
you may be sorry for afterwards, nor 
believe the most solemn oaths, for there 
is no truth in imprecations; rather take 
a man's word, for those that will swear 
wil! lie: not but that 1 believe there are 
some ill the world who would suffer the 
Worst of deaths rather than betray the 
trust reposed in them. What I have 
here declared, as I am a dying man, I 
protest before God is true; and here, 
before God and tlie world, I freely for- 
;givt3 tliose who betrayed me, and die in 

peace with all mankind. I implore the 
forgiveness of that God who has promised 
pardon and forgiveness to all those who 
sincerely repent; and I hope I have 
done my best, while in prison, to make 
my peace witli a justly oflended God: I 
hope, the moment. I leave this trouble- 
some world, my soul will be received into 
eternal happiness, through the merits of 
Jesus Christ. I conclude with my prayer 
for the welfare of my poor unliappy wife 
and children, who are now reduced to 
misery; and, tiiking a long farewell of 
the world, I commit my spirit into the 
hands of him who gave me being." 

MURDER OF MR. BIRD AND HIS HOUSE- 
KEEPER, AT GREENWICH. 

(Contiiuied from No. 6.) 

CHAPTER in. 

THE case for the prosecution of Hussey 
being closed, he was called on to make 
his defence; which he did, by declaring 
his innocence. He said, about seven 
o'clock on Saturday, the 7th of February, 
he went to sell some clothes at a woman's 
house, though she .could not recollect 
anything of this. He then went to an 
eating-house, called Ferret's. He stayed 
to hear some singing in the street, and 
went to the Tiger's Head about half-past 
eight o'clock. He then stated what hap- 
pened in the lodge at the Tiger's Head, 
and related a long irrelevant story about 
his conduct on Sunday and subsequently. 
He repeated this string of incoherence 
with considerable fluency and composure. 
No look of terror appeared in his face; 
but he seemed fatigued by standing in a 
crowded court for so many hours, from 
ten in the morning till six in the after- 
noon. The prisoner then wished Halli- 
bone to be called again, to be examined 
as to the time he entered the lodge on 
Saturday night. 

Mr. Serjeant Lens, who sat as judge, 
then summed up. This was a case, he 
said, which deserved attention from the 
jury, and he was happy to see that it 
received it. The learned Serjeant had 
said that the evidence of circumstances 
was stronger than testimony, but still it 
must depend upon testimony. Though 
the evidence was long, it might be brought 
within a narrow compass. The circum- 
stances of the murder could not be 
doubted; but the question was, were they 
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brought home to the individual at the 
bar? The time within which the murder 
must have been perpetrated was nearly 
fixed: the murder must liave been com- 
mitted between the hours of eight and 
nine o'clock. The deceased was a man 
of regular habits, and went to bed before 
ten o'clock. The supper was prepared; 
the potatoes were in the oven; the water 
•was boiling; and the tablecloth was about 
to be laid on the table. The jury had 
heard a circinnsfantial account of the 
state in which the bodies and the house 
were found; and it was not necessary to 
detail them. There was scarcely a. doubt 
but that the woman was coming to the 
door when the crime was perpetrated, 
and that Mr. Bird was in the attitude 
conjectured. The learned judge then 
went over the evidence with great impar- 
tiality and discrimination ; and towards 
the conclusion made a very solemn charge 
to the jury, desiring them to pronounce 
their conscientious conviction, however 
fatal it might be to the prisoner. 

The jury, without retiring, after a con- 
sultation of a few minutes, returned a 
verdict of Guilty. 

The prisoner, who had during the whole 
day maintained a firm and intre])id aspect, 
now became agitated and pale; and ex- 
claimed, he was as innocent as the judge 
who sat on the bench, and with such a 
conviction he was ready to meet death 
to-morrow. 

The learned judge then pronounced 
the awful sentence of the law with great 
solemnity and feeling, and expressed a 
wish that the prisoner had spared the 
declaration he had made of his innocence; 
hoping he would still be brought to 
repentance and contrition for his crime, 
of which there could remain no doubt in 
the mind of any reasonable man, and, 
in the few hours which yet remained, 
make his peace with God, from whom all 
disguise was ineffectual or impossible : in 
this way he might secure pardon above, 
while there was no chance of it here. 
IJothing now remained for him but to 
pronounce the sentence of the law, which 
was, that the prisoner be taken hence to 
the place from whence he came, and on 
Monday be carried to tlie place of execu- 
tion, and there hung by the neck till 
dead, and his body given to be anato- 
mized; and the Lord have mercy on 
his soul. 

The trial had lasted for about twelve 
hours, and at the conclusion of the sen- 
tence the prisoner cast an anxious agoniz- 
ing look towards the bench, apparently 
wishing again to address the judge. He 
did not do so, however, but retired under 
charge of the officers without speaking a 
word. His composure and firmness of 
nerve during the whole trial were remark- 
able, and could only be explained on the 
supposition of a confidence in his acquit- 
tal : indeed, be entertained and expressed 
such a hope up to the morning of the 
trial. If aught could have affected him, 
it was the conduct of his sisters and bro- 
thers, who were so overpowered by tlieir 
feelings in giving their evidence, that they 
could neither look towards him or the 
court. His sister especially seemed over- 
whelmed, and wept bitterly: her voice 
was so stifled with her distress, that she 
could not be heard by the court. On her 
examination, a seat was ordered her, and 
her depositions were obliged to be repeated 
to the court and jury by a gentleman of 
the bar who sat near her. 

On Monday, the 3d of August, 1818, 
this unhappy man suffered the avv'ful 
penalty of his crimes on Pennenden 
Heath. A wish had been expressed by 
some of tlie inhabitants of Greenwich, 
that he should be executed before the 
house of tlie late Mr. Bird, where the 
atrocious deed was perpetrated; but no 
application, founded on this wish, was 
uuule to the court in time to be attended 
to. Up to the morning of his execution, 
both after as before his condemnation, he 
persisted in a systematic denial of his 
guilt, and in vehement protestations of 
innocence, though be joined with apparent 
sincerity in those exercises of devotion, 
and acknowledged with fervour those 
great truths of religion, by which he was 
taught that the confession of iiis crime 
and contrition for his guilt were the best 
means of securing his pardon. With this 
exception, his conduct after his conviction 
was not only becoming but exemplary— 
his manner not only resigned but com- 
posed—his devotion not only warm but 
ecstatic; so that the reverend gentlemen 
who attended him declared that in all 
their experience they never beheld a 
stronger instance of resigned piety and 
apparent religious confidence. Indeed, 
to have judged of his spiritual state by 
his external appearance, and by his ex- 
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pressions of religious feelings, one must 
liave been led to believe that lie sup- 
ported his hope of fntiire happiness on 
the consciousness of innocence, under a 
mistaken condemnation, rather than that 
he borrowed his obstinacy in resisting the 
confession of his crime from false shame 
and inveterate guilt. 

It has been aheady stated, that on his 
conviction and sentence he was greatly 
agitated, and exhibited symptoms of a 
profound and overwhelming anguish, and 
that during all that night his restlessness 
and prostration of mind continued. On 
the Saturday morning he became tranquil 
and resigned, professing an ardent desire 
for the termination of life, as the com- 
mencement of his happiness in meeting 
his Maker. Tlie only interruption to this 
state of composure and religious medita- 
tion, occurred in his taking leave of his 
friends and relations on the afternoon of 
Saturday. His brothers and sisters then 
visited his cell, to take their last farewell 
of him, and to beseech liim, as the only 
legacy of consolation that he could leave 
them and society, for an open confession 
of his guilt. The scene was overpowering 
and heartrending: he fell upon his knees, 
and embraced them one by one, protesting 
before them and Heaven his innocence of 
the murders. He lay with his head on 
the lap of his sister for a considerable 
time iu the greatest agitation, the rest of 
the family standing over him and her, and 
mingling their tears with his. In these 
interesting moments, while his sonl was 
softened by affection and sorrow, they 
implored him by the most solenm sanc- 
tions of religion, and hy every tender 
endearment of kindred, to confess; but 
he still persisted in his protestations of 
innocence as to the murders, and only 
assumed more calmness and firmness in 
calling Heaven to attest it. Such decla- 
rations he continued till his friends were 
torn from him, adding, with great em- 
phasis, that of whatever crimes he was 
guilty, and he allowed their extent and 
enormity before God, his hands were 
never imbrued in blood. At parting, he 
grasped the knees and hands of his bro- 
thers and sisters, kissed them, clung to 
them, blessed them, wept with them, and 
exhibited every symptom of the most 
unquenchable affection in the most ovei 
powering distress; but still protested his 
innocence.    After this last interview with 

them, he remained calm and resigned. 
During Saturday night and the whole of 
Sunday, he was employed jn religious 
exercises, exhibiting at times an ecstatic 
rapture of devotion and hope. His mind, 
he said, was filled with " hope, peace, and 
joy in believing;" and he derived great 
consolation in the consciousness of not 
having the weight of blood upon his soul, 
however guilty it might otherwise appear 
to the pure eyes of his God. His decla- 
rations of innocence were not uttered with 
a dejected countenance, or with any marks 
of hesitation, but in a smiling confident 
manner, that might with less evidence 
against him have bespoken the truth of 
his statement. 

Mr. Argles, the ordinary of the gaol, 
attended him; and the Rev. Mr. Rudge, 
of Limehouse, on a pressing invitation 
from himself, arrived on Saturday at 
Maidstone to administer to him those 
consolations which lie anticipated with 
satisfaction. He had been a careful 
reader, ever since his apprehension, of 
the most esteemed religious publications; 
and the latter reverend gentleman sup- 
plied him with several tracts, from which 
he ])rofessed to have derived instruction 
and consolation. He slept soundly for 
the last two nights ; and took the regidar 
sustenance allowed him by the rules of 
the prison. His regular and composed 
manner, his apparent peace of mind, and 
his powerful sense of religion, excited the 
wonder and surprise of his attendants. 
In the course of Sunday, his most serious 
moments were embraced to draw from 
!iim an acknowledgement of his guilt. 
The reply was invariable in its substance, 
and always uttered in the most emphatic 
manner, " I did not commit the deed, so 
help me God. hi thought, deed, and 
conscience, as to that, 1 am perfectly 
innocent." He acknowledged, however, 
that he deserved death for many crimes, 
but thanked Heaven that he had nothing 
to do with the murder of Mr. Bird. 

At nine o'clock in the evening, the 
clergymen took their leave of him. He 
entreated that he might have the sacra- 
ment at eight o'clock next morning, and 
this arrangement being made, he wrote 
farewell letters to some of his friends. 

A short time before eight o'clock on 
the morning of execution, the Rev. Mr. 
Argles and Mr. Rudge proceeded to visit 
him in his cell, and to administer to him 
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the holy eacrament. He joined them 
fervently in prayer before the solemn 
ceremony, and then declared his perfect 
readiness to engage in it; but before ihey 
proceeded, the latter gentleman, in the 
most impressive manner, thus addressed 
hitn : " And now, Hussey, before you 
communicate with your blessed Saviour, 
I request you to declare, as a dying man, 
for the satisfaction of the public in general, 
and of the inhabitants of Greenwich in 
particular, did you or did you not perpe- 
trate this horrid murder? or if you did 
not, do you know who did? Tell me, as 
a matter of personal favour." His answer 
was, " As God is my Judge, and you are 
my witness, these uplifted hands were 
never stained with the blood of either 
Mr. Bird or his servant. 1 have my sus- 
picions, but—more presently!" 

The two reverend gentlemen were with 
liim a considerable part of the morning, 
and left him finally in his cell, a little 
before eleven, to accompany the sheriff' 
in his carriage to the place of execution. 
They paid the utmost attention to his 
wishes and his feelings during the whole 
of their attendance. At a quarter before 
eleven, the fatal waggon which was to 
convey him to the place of execution 
arrived before the prison, followed hy 
several constables and headboroughs on 
horseback, and attended on each side by 
the sheriff's javelin-men. Great crowds 
had collected, but the utmost order and 
decorum prevailed. The prison bell be- 
gan to toll, and the wretched culprit was 
ordered to prepare. As eleven o'clock 
struck, the clanking of chains was heard, 
and the unfortunate man was led forth to 
be placed on the waggon. The gaoler 
mounted a horse, with a black rod in bis 
hand, and joined the peace-officers be- 
hind the waggon. All eyes were turned 
on the unfortunate man, who seemed to 
observe nothing. His dress was nearly 
the same as on his trial—a black coat and 
waistcoat, and grey pantaloons; but his 
person, his features, and general appear- 
ance were so altered, that he could scarcely 
be recognised as the same person; and 
instead of supposing him resigned, as he 
had been represented to be, one would 
have conceived that his frame had been 
shaken by some dreadful bodilj' or mental 
malady. He stepped forward with a 
feeble and tottering gait, and appeared 
scarcely able to support his chains.    His 

pale, liaggard, and emaciated countenance 
seemed to have been a prey to the trou- 
bles of years : his eye was sunk and glass}', 
his lips colourless and parched, his strength 
prostr-ate, his person neglected; and he 
appeared altogetlier like a man just reco- 
vering from or falling into a fainting fit. 
From the state of feebleness and dejection 
into which lie had sunk, it was likely that 
a few days more in prison would have 
terminated his suff'erings, witliout the 
assistance of the executioner. His arms 
were pinioned, the cord with which he 
was to be suspended was slung around 
him, and his neck was open, without a 
handkerchief. 

He ascended the waggon with consider- 
able diiticuUy, but with no symptom of 
reluctance. The executioner sat close by 
his aide, and the two turnkeys of the 
debtors' and criminals' gaols took their 
places opposite to him, with loaded blun- 
derbusses. His arms, though pinioned, 
admitted of his holding a small tract in 
his hand, entitled, " The Visitation for the 
Prisoners." At this book he gazed with 
a kind of vacant stare, occasionally shut- 
ting his eyes, as if to reflect on the passage 
he had read; but as he appeared only to 
look at one place, it may be supposed that 
it was rather intended to prevent his eye 
from wandering on the immense crowd 
by which he was suiTOunded, than to 
supply topics of religious meditation. He 
never looked on the riglit or the le!"t, and 
seemed to pay no attention to any visible 
object. Scarcely was he placed in the 
waggon w^hen the sad procession began; 
and his countenance and frame became 
more feeble and gliastly tlian before. His 
confidence and firmness while in prison 
forsook him, and he appeared to fall into 
a lethargic stupor, in which we were only 
reminded that he was alive by the quiver- 
ing of ins lips, the raising of his eyelashes, 
or tlie muttering of a suppressed ejacula- 
tion. The distance between t!ie gaol and 
the place of execution was upwards of a 
mile, and during all the time he seemed, 
but for having no sense or feeling, to be 
labouring under the most abject and in- 
describable anguish. When he had arrived 
near the place of execution, a friend of his 
in the crowd, anxious to bid him farewell, 
called out his name, "Charles," once or 
twice distinctly; but Hussey raised not 
his head; his mouth appeared quite dry, 
and  his  lips  parched.     An   apple  was 
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oifered him, but he refused it. The crowd 
was immense on the Heath and round the 
gallows, but perfect order prevailed. 

The procession arrived about a quarter 
before twelve o'clock. When turning to- 
wards tlie fatal spot, the unhappy man, 
as if by an involuntary instinct, cast one 
look on the apparatus of the execution, 
and again closed bis eyes. His appear- 
ance showed a perfect decay and desola- 
tion of nature. Tlie two clergymen, 
Messrs. .-Irgles and Rudge, who had pre- 
viously arrived in the carriage of Mr. 
Deimav, the under-sherifT, now ascended 
the waggon, and proceeded to read the 
appropriate prayers. To each of them 
Hussey, on his knees, with a sign of 
oppression and agony, pronounced dis- 
tinctly " Amen." Mr. Argles, after these 
devotional exercises were conchided, for 
the last time asked him, " Do you know 
who did the deed?" to which he replied 
with eagerness, " I do, I do." Mr. Rudge 
tlieu prayed with him, and he again 
asserted bis innocence of tlie murder. 
He then rose from bis knees, and the fatal 
preparations being made, he took farewell 
of the clergymen, exclaiming, " God bles: 
you — the Lord bless yon!" He now 
ascended the scaffold. When the fatal 
rope was adjusted, and the drop was ready 
to fall, he sent for Mr. Rudge, who was 
sitting in the under-sheriff's cairriage. 
After taking leave of him, and on ascend- 
ing the scaffold, be addressed him in these 
words: *' Let me be considered as the only 
guilty person, and as alone deserving of 
what 1 am going to suffer." Mr. Rudge 
then said, I hope you feel comfortable in 
your last moments. He replied, " I do 
feel happy, I assure you, sir;" and, having 
shaken bands with the reverend gentle- 
man, who at his request drew the cap 
over his face, was launched into eternity 
without a struggle, exactly at twelve. 

The unfortunate man was only twenty- 
five years of age. He had been in the 
navy, and was a Greenwich pensioner. 
His body, after hanging one hour, was 
cut down, and conveyed to the surgery of 
Messrs. Day and Watman, Maidstone. 

The following are copies of two letters 
which Hussey wrote the night previous 
to his execution. 

" My dearest and loving Sisters and 
Brothers,—I cannot help writing to you, 
to beg of you all not to lament nor grieve 

concerning me, for I am going to a better 
place ; I trust in the Almighty. I cannot 
but teli you how composed and happy I 
feel myself in my last moments. My 
time is very short now; I have had a very 
eminent gentleman with me, Mr. Rudge ; 
he has afforded me every comfort under 
my circumstances. I shall receive the 
holy sacrament with him to-morrow morn- 
ing. He lias my most just thanks, and 
hope the Lord wiU bless bim for bis kind 
service be has done me. I shall trouble 
bim with a few small books, which are 
for my sister Godwin, if she will accept 
of them in remembrance of me; which is 
the only tiling I have, with my hope and 
blessing to her. 

" My dear brother Thomas, I am per- 
fectly satisfied and thankful to you, for 
your efforts towards me. I hope the 
Lord will reward you tenfold for them. 
I am quite resigned from the world. The 
Lord's will be done! I shall be happy 
and be at rest. Brother, I cannot help 
saying, that there were things that were 
not brought on in my trial that would be 
of service to me—but it is all done; so f 
shall say no more on the subject. You 
may get the papers from Mr. Price ; there 
may be something that you may wish to 
know, if any one should be brought in 
question—this disquiets my peace of mind. 
1 must conclude ; wishing you all the 
grace of God, and comfort to your souls. 
Farewell! 

" I remain your unfortunate but happy 
brother, " CUARLES HUSSEY. 

" Sunday evening, 11 o'clock, 
August 2." 

TO Ills WIFE. 
" My dear and unhappy Jane,—I write 

my last farewell; but 1 hope you will put 
your trust in the Almighty, and he will 
be your comforter. Do not grieve for mt, 
for I shall soon be bappy. I hope, my 
dear Jane, you will bring up the dear 
little boy in the fear and love of God, and 
be will be a father to bim. This is a 
painful task to be writing; therefore I can 
say but little. Adieu, my dear Jane! 
God bless you both, now and for ever- 
more. I forgive every one." 

(To be continued.) 

London: Printed, for the Proprietor, by Thomas 
Foale, 2, Upper Southampton Street, Pentonville; 
and Published by WILLIAM MAEK CLARK, 
i;), Warwick Lane; and J. PATTIE, High Street, 
Bloomsbury: and to be had of all Booksellers. 



MARTIN'S 

ANNALS OF CRIME; 
NEW NEWGATE CALENDAR, AND GENERAL RECORD OF TRAGIC EVENTS, INCLUDING 

ANCIENT AND MODERN MODES OF TORTURE, ETC. 

N? 8. APRIL  20,  1836. 

THE MOST NOTORIOUS HIGHWAYMEN.    N''. 4. 

AVILTJAM UDALL. 

[ROBBING 

WILLIAM UDALL was t!ie son of an eminent 
distiller in Clerkenwell, London. After 
having had a good edncation, he was 
apprenticed to a watch-maker, in Leaden- 
hall Street. As an apprentice, he was 
very idle; but he soon learned from some 
abandoned journeymen the trick of scrap- 
ing gold from the inside of watch-cases, 
which he sold, to give him mone^' to 
squander away in dissipation. The mas- 
ter died before the delinquent was de- 
tected ; and lie was consequently turned 
over to another tradesman, -whom he 
oiFended ere he had been three montlis 
in the employment; on which he went 
to live with Mr. Stanbridge, of Clerken- 
well,  who  engaged  to procure  him  his 

freedom at the expiration of the term 
for which he was originally apprenticed. 
Ue had not been long in the service of 
Mr. Stanbridge, liowever, when he con- 
nected himself with a number of young 
pickpockets, who plotted together to steal 
watches, swords, hats, and anything they 
could lay their hands on, in their evening 
rambles, which they deposited with a man 
named Williams, in Hanging-sword Allej^, 
Fleet Street, who disposed" of the effects, 
and shared the profit with the juvenile 
pilferers. 

Udall's father was apprized of his son 
living in an irregular manner; but lie had 
no idea that he had proceeded to such 
lengths   as   to  have  become  a  robber. 
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Anxious, however, to reclaim him from 
his evil courses, he took a house for him, 
and put him into a very reputable way 
of business. 

One of Udali's companions was a youth 
named Raby, who, Jiaving served his 
time to a barber, was likewise put into 
bvisiness by his friends; and for some 
months both Udall and Raby appeared 
to attend to the duties of their respective 
callings: but they had not quitted their 
old connexions; for they were still in 
the habit of going almost every night to 
Drury Lane, to a house of ill fame, kept 
by a woman of the name of Bird. Here 
they associated with several young fellows 
of abandoned character, who taught them 
the arts of gaming; so that in a short 
time Udall quitted his business, though 
he had therein an excellent prospect of 
success. Having possession of a number 
of watches belonging to his customers, 
he sold them to a Jew, and appropriated 
the produce to the purposes of his own 
extravagance. His resources being, liow- 
ever, quickly impoverished, his associates 
hinted to him, that as he was acquainted 
with a mnnber of watch-makers he might 
easily take up work in the name of liis 
late mastei', and sell the articles for his 
own emolument: he followed this per- 
nicious advice, and was for some time a 
gainer by the project. He had likewise 
another artifice, by which he frequently 
obtained money; he would sell watches 
which he declared to be worth five or 
six guineas each, by taking only Iialf the 
money till the purchasers were convinced 
of their being truly valuable articles; hut, 
as he knew these watches would not per- 
form well, so he knew tliat they must he 
returned to be rectified; and on receiving 
them for the purpose of rectifying, he 
sold them to other people, by which the 
original purchasers, and all purchasers in 
succession, were defrauded. 

At length, Udall and Raby, agreeing to 
commence highwaymen, first committed a 
number of robberies in and near Kpping 
Forest, Finchley Common, and other 
places, adjacent to the metropolis, one 
oi' which was" attended with a circum- 
stance of unusual barbarity. Having 
stopped the St. Alban's coach, these 
associates in wickedness robbed the pas- 
sengers of about 5/,, and innnediately 
put spurs to their horses; but they had 
not rode far before Udall said there was 
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a lady in the coach who had a remavk- 
ably fine ring on lier finger. On this 
Raby rode back; and the lady being 
unwilling to ])art with the ring, the 
remorseless villain drew a knife, anil 
cut oft' her finger for the sake o( Ihe 
paltry prize. They then rode to Hamp- 
stead ; and, after robbing some other 
people the same evening, the)' repaired 
to l)rnry Lane, where they divided the 
spoil. 

These companions in vice had anotliev 
scheme, which was oftentimes successful. 
When the company was coming out of 
the theatre, one of them would accost a 
lady or gentleman, pretending to know 
the party, and in the interim the otlier 
seldom failed of making prize of a watcli. 

On one occasion Udall and two of hi;; 
accomplices, named Baker and WagiT, 
stopped a coach on the road to Uxbridge. 
A guard being at the back of the coach, 
with a blunderbuss. Baker threatened him 
with instant death if he did not throw it 
away; and tlie man obeyed. Wager and 
Udall then guarded the coachman and 
postilion, while Baker robbed the com- 
pany ; but this was no sooner done, than 
the guard drew a horse pistol lie had by 
him, with which he fired at Udall, and 
brought liim to the ground; when Baker, 
in return, shot the guard, who instantly 
expired. Udall was conveyed by his at- 
compliccs to a farm-house near Uxbridiic, 
where he lay six weeks before he reco 
vered; but soon afterwards they killed 
the guard of another coacli, as it was 
proceeding over Turnham Green. In a 
short time after the commission of tliis 
atrocity, Udall knocked down a young 
woman in Fenchurch Street, whom he 
robbed of a cloak, a handkerchief, and 
her pocket, which contained only a few 
halfpence. 

Udali's father, distressed at his son's 
proceedings, and wishing to save him 
from an ignominious end, caused him to 
be arrested and lodged in the Compter, 
hoping that when his companions were 
disposed of by the operation of the law 
he might be out of future danger; but 
it happened that Ramsey, one of his old 
associates, was confined in the same prison 
at the time, which came to the knowledge 
of Udali's father, who, in consequence, 
obtained his son's release. 

Ramsey being enlarged soon afterwards, 
he met Udall at an ale-house; whence, 
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having rcHolvcd to go on the highway, 
they went to a livcry-stablc at London 
Wall, and hired horses; and going imme- 
diately on the Stratford road, tlicy pro- 
cured a considerable prize, from tlie pas- 
sengers in several coaches, in money, 
watches, &c. 

Udall [cohabited with a woman named 
Margaret Young, who had been the com- 
panion of several other men. IJeing one 
day distressed for cash, he robbed this 
woman of five gold rings ; in consequence 
of which she had him apprehended by 
a judge's warrant, wlicn lie was lodged 
in tlie house of a tip-staff, Mrs. Young 
swearing that the rings were the property 
of another man with whom she had been 
acquainted. During Udall's confinement, 
the supposed owner of the rings offered 
not to prosecute, if lie would enter into 
a bond never again to live with Mrs. 
Young; but, as he rejected this offer, an 
order was made out for his commitment 
to the King's Bench; but he and another 
!)ri3oner effected their escape from the 
louse of the tip-staff, by forcing the keys 

from the maid-servant, 
Not long after this adventure, Udall and 

some of his associates robbed a jihysieian 
in the Strand, for which they were all 
apprehended; but Udall became an evi- 
dence against his accomplices, by w^hich 
lie escaped for a season the fate which he 
had so frequently merited, by his daring 
infractions on law and justice. 

Soon after Udall had thus obtained his 
liberty, he casually met Margaret Young 
in company with the presumptive owner 
of the lings before mentioned, wlio threat- 
ened to arrest Udall for the value of tliem 
unless he would give him a note of hand 
for 41. Udall complied with this demand; 
but, being unable to pay the note when 
it became due, he was arrested; and, 
standing trial, he was cast, and ordered 
to discharge both debt and costs. 

Udall's friends, who had been put to 
great outlay on his account, refused to 
pay the expenses incurred by this trans- 
action, so that he became a prisoner in 
the Marehalsca; but some of his acquaint- 
ance having furnished him with saws and 
ropes, he made his escape with another 
prisojier, named Mann: while they were 
escaping, a neiglibour would have stopped 
them, but tliat they threatened his life 
with the most dreadful imprecations. 

After this adventure, Udall went to see 

his relations, whom he promised that he 
would go to Holland, if they would only 
supply him with money to pay for his 
passage. This tliey readily did, and 
agreed to remit him a sum annually 
towards his support, on the condition of 
his continuing abroad ; but he had no 
sooner possessed himself of the prenent 
cash, than he went to a house of ill fame 
in Charter-house Lane, where he spent hi» 
money in riot and excess. 

Being again impoverished, he and liis 
scape-mate, Mann, resolved to go on (he 
Iiighway; and the woman of tlie house 
having furnished them witli pistols, they 
procured horses and rode beyond Edmon- 
ton, where they robbed four ladies in a 
coach; on which they returned to London, 
and spent tlie profits of their ill-gained 
treasure in Charter-Iiouse Lane. 

On the following day they took three 
gold watches, 5/., and some silver, from 
the passengers in a waggon on tlic western 
road, near Brentford; and soon afterwards 
they robbed two gentlemen near Epping 
Forest; on their return from which ex- 
pedition Udall fell from his horse, by 
which he was so innch bruised as to be 
compelled to keep bis bed for several 
days. When his health was soinewliat 
re-establislied, and his money expended, 
they went again on the road; and having 
supped at the Castle at Ilolloway, they 
robbed three gentlemen near Islington, 
and spent their money in their old place 
of resort hi Charter-house Lano. 

About this time infonnation was given 
to the keeper of the Marshalsea prison of 
the place of their resort; on which he 
sent a number of men to take them into 
custody; but just as they were entering 
at the door, our adventurers, having a 
timely notice of their approach, escaped 
over the roof of the house. The runners 
of the prison being thus disappointed in 
getting possession of tlie men, took into 
custody the mistress of the house and her 
servant; but they were soon afterwards 
dismissed, on their engaging to assist in 
the apprehension of the prison-breakers; 
and subsequently, when Mann and Udali 
were strolling in the neighbourhood of 
Islington, in search of prey, they met 
their old landlady, in company with two 
of the runners of the Marshalsea; on 
which the robbers produced pistols, and 
vowed vengeance against the first person 
wlio should molest them.    The womau 
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told them they had nothing to fear, for 
there was no intention of injuring them, 
and persuaded them to walk as far as 
Pancras with them, and have something 
to drink at a public-house. After having 
been some time drinking, one of the men 
spoke privately to Udall, and made him 
the offer of hia liberty if he would con- 
sent to wink at the apprehension of his 
companion, who had been confined for a 
large debt. Udall said he was unwilling 
that Mann should he taken while in his 
company, lest he should be deemed to be 
treaciierous to his trust; but he would 
leave him as soon as they reached town, 
and the others might then take him into 
custody. This, however, was only a trick 
of Udall'a; for when they had got into 
the fields, he privately communicated to 
Mann what had passed; and both of the 
delinquents, turning simultaneously, pre- 
sented their pistols, and threatend imme- 
diate death to their would-be entrappers 
unless they retired forthwith, which they 
thought it prudent to do for the sake of 
insuring their safety. 

The two deluded wretches now com- 
mitted several robberies in the neighbour- 
hood of Epping Forest, and for a con- 
siderable time eluded the arm of justice ; 
but Udall at length committed himself so 
far as to become powerless in the strata- 
gem by which he was about to be handed 
over to the judicial authorities, through 
the treachery of the very individual lie 
had so recently screened. He left his 
horse one night at a public-house on the 
forest, and went to Mann's lodgings com- 
pletely intoxicated; and while he was in 
this state, Mann left home, locking the 
door under pretence that he was fearful 
the men from the Marshalsea might else 
suddenly come upon Udall and appre- 
hend him, while he was unable to resist 
them. Mann, however, immediately de- 
livered himself into custody, and gave the 
key to the runners, who, repairing to the 
house, entered it, and seized Udall in 
bed; and both were conveyed to their 
former place of confinement. 

Mann now seriously reflected on his 
situation; and, being apprehensive that 
he might be seen by some person who 
might charge him with a capital offence, 
he begged to be conducted to a magis- 
trate, before whom he was admitted an 
evidence against his companion, on a 
charge of having committed several rob- 

beries on the highway. Udall was con- 
sequently sent to Newgate; and, being 
tried at the next Old Bailey sessions, he 
was convicted, almost wholly upon the 
evidence of Mann, and received sentence 
of death. 

After conviction he seemed at once to 
give up all hopes of life, conscious that 
he had no reason to expect any extent 
of mercy in his favour, his offences hav- 
ing been so numerous and so flagrant. 
He acknowledged that from the time he 
was first apprenticed he had been a total 
stranger to common honesty, and that his 
father had expended upwards of 400/. in 
fruitless endeavours to reclaim him from 
the path of black iniquity. 

On the 14th of March, 1738, "William 
Udall was removed to Tyburn, where he 
paid his life as a sacrifice to mankind for 
the repeated villanies of which he had 
been guilty, having, it was hoped, become 
satisfactorily repentant. 

MURDER OF MR. BIRD AND HIS HOUSE- 
KEEPER, AT GREENWICH. 

{Conclusion of Chapter III. from No. 7.) 

A FEW days after the execution of Hussey, 
the Rev. Mr. Rudge, of Limehouse, pub- 
lished a statement, of which the following 
is a correct copy. It is perhaps the most 
affecting part of Hussey's truly eventful 
history. 

" A number of contradictory statements 
having appeared respecting Hussey's con- 
fession, it has been judged advisable to 
give, in an authentic shape, the whole of 
what really passed from his hps in his 
cell on the morning of his execution.    It 
must be admitted that the  situation in 
which I was placed, with respect to this 
wretched man, was one of great difficulty 
and  of peculiar delicacy.    I  had  been 
requested  by  a number  of  respectable 
persons to go down to Maidstone;  anil 
he had himself strongly urged me to see   j 
him.    I  was  sensible,   that if any  con-   | 
fcssion acceptable to the people at large,   • 
and   satisfactory  to   the  inhabitants   of j 
Greenwich in particular, could be made,   ; 
much would depend upon the manner in 
which the conversation was   conducted, 
and the questions were put, on my part. 
That  there was  something  which   biti- 
dened  and  troubled   his   mind,   I   had 
every reason   to  conclude,   from what 1 
discovered at mv first interview with him 
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Oil the clay previous to his execution. I 
went, for the first time, accompanied by 
the chaplain and gaoler of the prison.., 
Wlien the humane and worthy clergy-' 
man had concluded the prayers and 
reading a sermon, he and the gaoler 
retired, leaving me alone with the pri- 
soner. In the course of a long and 
interesting conversation, chiefly on reli- 
gious topics, 1 saw enough to give force 
and strength to the conviction, that if he 
were not the actual perpetrator of this 
horrid deed, he was possessed of that 
which would be of the utmost import- 
ance to have communicated to the public. 
1 had recourse to every means of per- 
suasion ; I pressed disclosure as a matter 
of religious duty — as one of personal 
favour; but they had no avail; and I 
saw the time was not yet arrived in 
which I should succeed in carrying my 
point. One observation which he made, 
in reference to the murder, was remark- 
able, and heightened extremely all my 
anxieties on the subject: ' What good 
wilt it do for me to disclose anything 1 
know of the murder, now I am going to 
suffer for it? The secret had better die 
with me. You must not—must not press 
nie further. I am innocent of it!' In 
the course of the day I was frequently 
with him, but in company with the chap- 
lain and gaoler. 

" On the Monday morning we settled 
with him to administer the sacrament 
of the Lord's supper at an early hour. 
On some person coming into the cell, and 
entering into conversation, he told me 
he had slept little in the night, and that 
something so troubled him he conld not 
compose himself to rest. It had a re- 
ference to the sacrament, for which he 
thought himself not duly prepared, though 
he said he wag in charity with all men, 
and had made, he hoped, his peace with 
that God before whom he was shortly to 
be summoned. I thought it might now 
be productive of good, if, after liaving 
shortly explained the nature and pressed 
the importance of this duty enjoined by 
his dying Saviour, I was to avail myself 
of the opportunity of urging him to dis- 
close the state of his mind, and make a 
frank confession of anything which either 
interrupted his peace or troubled his con- 
science. The words, as far as I can recol- 
lect, in which I addressed him were these: 
' And now, Hussey, before we comnuiiii- 

cate and take tins blessed sacrament to 
our comfort, I request you to declare, as 
a dying man, for the satisfaction of the 
public at large, and of the inhabitanta of 
Greenwich in particular, did you or did 
you not perpetrate this horrid murder? 
or, if you did not, do you know who did? 
Tell me, as a matter of personal favour.' 
His answer was, * As God is my judge, 
and you are my witnesses, these uplifted 
hands were never stained with the blood 
of Mr. Bird or his servant.' He was now 
on his knees; and, giving me a keen 
and expressive look, he added, in a tone 
scarcely audible, ' I know, but — more 
presently!' 

'* After the sacrament had been ad- 
minisitered, which was done by the Hev. 
Mr. Argles with great solemnity, the 
chaplain and gaoler took their leave, and 
left me alone with him. We were toge- 
ther upwards of an hour. Immediately 
as the door was closed, I entered into a 
religious conversation with him, and dis- 
coursed on the state of the soul after 
death, on a future judgment, and on such 
other topics as were calculated to affect 
Ids heart, and to produce within him true 
repentance before God and faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ! I thought that my 
endeavours seemed to be now pre-emi- 
nently successful. Hussey himself said 
tliat this was the happiest moment he 
had yet experienced. I seized the fa- 
vourable symptom, for I saw that the 
heart was disposed to be communicative. 
After exhausting almost every other topic 
of address, I descanted upon the comfort 
of possessing a true friend, to whom we 
could unbosom our heart and reveal our 
sorrows. * You,' said he, 'are that friend 
that I ought to conceal nothing from; I 
never can make you any return for all 
your goodness to me.' * Yes, Hussey; 
there 's one return which you can, if you 
will, make ; it will be a sufficient reward; 
tell me all you know !' He cast a look 
at the door," and listened for a moment, 
and tlien began to address me in the fol- 
lowing w'ords, to which I have strictly 
adhered, giving the narrative, as far as 
my recollection will enable me, in the 
very same language in which it was re- 
lated. The scene was a melting one; and 
he wag occasionally so agonized, as to be 
obliged to take a little breath, and give 
vent to the feelings with which he was 
agitated.   There was a moment, indeed, 
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in which I almost despaired of his being 
able to proceed, such was the difficulty 
he experienced in embodying in language 
the horrid narrative. 

" * All along have I resolved never, 
even to my dearest relations, to divulge 
the secret, but to let it die with nie. 
Your letter staggered my resolution, but 
I got over the difficulty. I am not the 
murderer, but I planned and instigated 
tlie "robbery. The Almighty gives me 
power to declare this, and to say, that 
in the blood of Mr. Bird, his servant, 
or any one else, my hands were never 
imbrued. A man of the name of A 
with one B did it. We had accidentally 
met at Greenwich, and we became inti- 
mate with each other. We had learned 
that Mr. Bird was very rich, and that he 
sometimes went to London to receive 
large sums of money. It happened the 
same day as I was sitting with A and 
drinking at the Tiger, we observed him 
sitting in one of his rooms at a table, 
whereon was a good deal of gold, and a 
number of what we thought were bank- 
notes. I observed, this would be a fine 
job. This led to something further being 
said, and I proposed the robbery, saying, 
let us meet this evening, and we will see 
what can be done. It happened, how- 
ever, that nothing was attempted that 
night, nor was anything finally settled 
upon, we not being agreed as to the ])art3 
we should take in the robbery. We again 
met, it may he about a week after, and 
my advice was, that we should make an 
attempt that very evening; I had, indeed, 
purposely provided a hammer to open 
the door with. We went all three, about 
half-past eleven ; but finding no answer 
was returned to our knocking, and as 
there were a great many people passing 
and repassing, we became disheartened; 
and recollecting what my washerwoman 
had said about Mr. Bird's early hours, we 
all agreed to meet in the park at a certain 
spot, and to go from thence to Mr. Bird's 
house, which we accordingly did, between 
eight and nine of the evening of the 
murder. The plan was this: Jt was, to 
knock at the iront door, and B to get 
over, or break open the side door, and 
so proceed round to the hack window. 
While this was doing, A was to engage 
the servant in conversation, until sucii 
time as he foiuid B had got in. I under- 
stood afterwards  B had great dilliculty 
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in doing it, l)ut he at last did, when A 
immediately knocked dowji and killed the 
servant with a mallet ho had provided 
himself with, and B rushed through tlie 
passage, and strangled Mr. Bird, whom 
he soon did for with the hammer I had 
given him. While this was going on, 
I was standing out close to the Tiger's 
Mead, and was to whistle if I saw any 
one was coming, which I did twice, as 
there were two persona that passed; but 
as the night was very foggy, and as it 
was a little before eight in the evening, 
they seemed to take no notice of the light 
of the candle which the servant had in 
her hand at Mr. Bird's door. I kept 
watch for about twenty minutes, and 
thinking them a long time, and that 
they might be discovered, I crossed the 
street, and gently tapped at the door. 
No one answered, nor did I hear any 
noise. Thinking this strange, I went to 
the side door, and tried to get in there, 
hut found it quite fast. I then returned 
to the front door, but could not open it. 
I knocked again, and was at last let in. 
I forget now by which of the two; but he 
said, ' We were at the top of the house, 
looking over what we had found, and you 
alarmed us.' I went in, and, going up 
stairs, stumbled over the body of the 
servant, wliich we then moved out of 
our way. I was shocked to learn from 
them the fate of Mr. Bird and the [maid- 
servant; but B said it could not be helped, 
as they found them (and particularly the 
old man) so resolute. After being in the 
house about five minutes, it was agreed 
that I should go out; and in ten minutes 
after, they both came to me. I was then 
in the middle of the street, nearly opposite 
to Mr. Bird's liouse, and it was so dark 
tliat no one could see me. VVe now went 
into the park, and by the light from a 
dark lantern, which A had brought with 
him, we began dividing the property, 
which we tied up a sheet. There were 
a great many articles, but the smallest 
part fell to my lot. They said that in 
the bureau a great many guineas were 
found, which it was agreed thcj should 
have, and I the bank-notes and watches, 
&c. We then separated, and I went and 
changed myself. When I liad done this, 
I came down privately, and went to a 
pond near Vansittart's Place, where 1 
threw in both the mallet and hammer, 
which had been tied up in my bundle, 
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autl which the other two men Iind ro- 
(jtieated me to take with me, I met A 
and IJ only once or twice afterwards. 
Their ship was at the time of tlie murders 
about to sail for the East Indies, and on 
going to look after them about four or 
live days afterwards I learned that tlie 
ship was gone. Tliis was on the 11th or 
12th of February last.' 

" The above is, to the best of my 
recollection, a correct statement. 

" IAMES HUDGE. 

" Limehoiise, August 8, 181S." 
Many a reader of this statement has 

been induced to acquit Hussey of the 
perpetration of the crime for which he 
really suffered; but it must be borne in 
mind that ho was at least an accessary in 
the affair, and that as such he was an 
equally guilty party in the eye of our 
law, and therefore still liable to its most 
extreme penalty. 

HISTORY OF GEOUGE CADDKLL. 
THIS individual was a native of Croms- 
grove, Worcester, at which place he was 
apprenticed to an apothecary, with whom 
he served his time; at the expiration of 
which he repaired to London, where he 
attended several of the hospitals, to obtain 
an insight into the art of surgery. As 
soon as he became tolerably acquainted 
with tlie profession, he went to Worcester 
and practised under Mr. Itandall, who 
was a surgeon of great reputation in that 
city; and in this situation he was equally 
admired for the extent of his abilities and 
the amiability of his dispoition. He there 
married his employer's daughter, wlio died 
in labour of her first child. 

After this melancholy occurrence he 
removed to Lichfield, where he continued 
upwards of two years at the surgery of 
Mr. Dean. During his residence here 
he evinced an attachment for Mr. Deans 
daughter, to whom he would probably 
have been married but for the commission 
of that crime which righteously cost liim 
his life, in accordance with the divine 
text-book. 

Elizabeth Price, a young female of con- 
siderably attractive influence, resided near 
Mr. Caddell's place of abode: she had 
unhappily been the victim of seduction 
by a brute of an officer in the army; but 
after that misfortune she creditably sup-: 
ported herself by her skill and industry at I 
needle-work.    Her troubles were at last' 

about to be renewed by the formation oi 
an acquaintance with Caddell, with whom 
an undue intimacy soon subsisted; and 
Miss Price, degraded as she was by the 
unfortunate step she had taken, was still 
inclined to think herself an equal match 
for one of Mr. Caddell's rank in life. As 
pregnancy was shortly the consequence 
of their intimacy, she repeatedly urged 
him to an agreement of marriage with 
her, which he as often resisted. Miss 
Price at length had an intimation of the 
dissembling culpnt paying his addresses 
to Miss Dean; on which she became so 
importunate as, after much ineffectual 
persuasion on her part, to threaten him, 
in case of his non-compliance, to put an 
end to all his prosi>ects with that young 
lady, by a full disclosure of what had 
passed between them. Caddell at that 
moment inwardly formed the horrid reso- 
lution of dying his conscience in the blood 
of his unfortunate victim, as he could by 
no possibility bear the thought cither of 
forfeiting the esteem of a woman whose 
affections he had won, or of marrying 
one who had been as condescending to 
another as to himself. 

This dreadful idea having entered his 
mind, he called on Miss Price, on a Satur- 
day evening, and requested that she would 
walk in the fields with him on the after- 
noon of the following day, in order to 
adjust tlie plan of their intended marriage. 
Miss Price, thus deluded, met him at the 
time appointed, on the road leading to- 
wards Burton-upon-Trent, at a house then 
known by the sign of the Nag's Head. 
Having accompanied her supposed lover 
into the fields, and walked about till 
towards evening, they sat down under 
a hedge, when, after a short conversation, 
CaddeM suddenly pulled out a knife, cut 
her throat, and made his escape, but not 
before he was certain she was dead. In 
the distraction of his mind, however, he 
left behind him the knife with which he 
had perpetrated the deed, together with 
his case of instruments. On his return 
home it was observed that he appeared 
exceedingly confused, thoiigh the reason 
of Iiis perturbation of mind could not even 
be guessed at. 

The following morning, on Miss Price 
being found murdered in the field, a vast 
concourse of people went to take a view 
of tlie body, among whom was the woman 
of the house where she lodged, who recol- 
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lected that she had said she was going to 
walk with Mr. Caddell; on which the in- 
struments were examined, and they were 
recognised as his property. He was con- 
sequently taken into custody, and com- 
mitted to the gaol of Stafford; and being 
soon afterwards tried, he was found guilty 
and accordingly condemned ; upon which 
he was executed at Stafford on the 21st 
of July, 1700. 

CONVICTS IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 

THE following are extracts from a letter 
received about eight months since from 
an intelligent convict, of respectable con- 
nexions, who was banished to the above 
colony for life in the year 1827. It is 
hoped that by its perusal " those whom 
it may more especially concern " will 
learn that transportation is not merely 
a removal from one country to another; 
but, on the contrary, a dreadful reality, 
and that its concomitants are severe and 
unremitting labour and rigid discipline, 
without mitigation and without hope. 

" The discipline of this colony has now 
• become dreadfully severe ; every year has 

increased its severity since I have been 
in it. Wlien I arrived, the weekly ration 
was one peck of wheat, seven pounds of 
beef, two ounces of tea, one pound of 
sugar, and two ounces of tobacco; the 
present rations is five pounds of second 
flour, seven pounds of maize or barley 
meal, and seven pounds of beef or, in 
lieu thereof, four pounds and a half of 
pork. This is the last government order; 
and any addition is to be considered only 
as an indulgence for good conduct. For 
the first act of disobedience or insolence, 
twenty-five lashes are inflicted; for the 
second, seventy-five or one hundred; and 
for the third, the offender is sent one year 
to an iron gang; and the sanie measure 
of punishment is inflicted upon tliose who 
abscond or take to ' the bush.' " 

The writer states that the iron gangs 
are guarded both night and day by the 
military, so that escape is quite impos- 
sible, and the triangles are always at 
hand to punish both the indolent and 
the insolent. Supposing a convict has 
served half his term before he is sent to 
one of these gangs, he has to commence 
de novo, and becomes a new hand. 

" It is to such a place, and to endure 
such punishment, that men are sent from 
the English bar of justice.    Poor wretches! 
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did they but know their fate, surelj' they 
would stop in the way of transgression; 
otherwise it were better for them tliat 
they had never been born. I verily be- 
lieve that no system ever adopted has 
become more perfect as a real punish- 
ment to the guilty, or that enforces 
stricter discipline as the means of gaining 
any indulgence from this government. 
The only chance which a convict has of 
ever doing well, is to entirely abandon 
his bad habits, and by faithfully and 
truly serving bis employer; but if he is 
negligent, insolent, or pilfers, he is certain 
of being severely flogged, sent to an iron 
gang or a penal settlement, or of being 
shot or hung. Not one day of liberty 
will he thereafter enjoy; lie will have all 
his sentences, in addition to his original 
sentence, to serve over again : but the 
man who is ' assigned' to a master, and 
chooses to be industrious and well-be- 
haved, will be kindly used, and meet 
with many indulgences. In this remark 
I do not refer to those who are sent to 
the penal settlements or iron gangs. No; 
they are like the damned, they are doomed 
to ' weeping, wailing, and gnashing of 
teetli;' to a condition wliere ' hope, wliich 
comes to all, ne'er comes to them.' Our 
police system is now rendered so perfect 
that to escape and evade the terrors of 
the law for any time is utterly impossible. 

" I have heard observations made of 
convicts making money in the colonv; 
and I fear many are deceiving themselves 
with such an idea. I can only say, that 
during my eight years' severe labour and 
degrading toil I never had in my posses- 
sion 10s. of my own earnings since mv 
arrival hei-e. No being can be moro 
degraded than the convict in New South 
Wales. By a recent Act of Parliament 
the courts of law are closed against the 
prisoner, even after he has obtained it 
ticket of leave; he is not allowed to sue 
his employer for his lawful wages, should 
he refuse to pay him; and, by the same 
statute, he is not allowed to possess any 
property whatever—thus placing him in 
a worse condition than a common vagrant. 
I ask, then, can transportation be deemed 
a slight punishment?" 

London r Printed, for the Proprietor, by Thomas 
Foale, 2, Upper Southampton Street, Pentonville; 
and Published by WILLIAM MARK CLARK, 
19, Warwick Lane; and J. PATTIE, High Street, 
Bloomsbury ; and to he had of all Booksellers. 
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THE MO^T NOTORIOUS PIRATES.    N^. 1. 

MAJOR STEDE BON'XET. 

[CAPTURE OF 

PiHACY is an ofTcnee committed on the 
high seas, by villains who man and arm 
a vessel for the purpose of robbing fair 
traders. It is also piracy to rob a vessel 
lying in-shore, at anchor, or at a wharf. 
The Thames, until the excellent establish- 
ment of a marine police, was infested by 
gangs of river pirates, wlio were con- 
tinually rowing about watching the home- 
ward-bound vessels, which, whenever op- 
portunity offered, they boarded, and stole 
therefrom w-hatever part of the cargo 
they could hoist into their boats. Of 
late years, however, the shipping there, 
collected from every part of the habitable 
globe, repose in full security against such 
disgraceful depredations. 

Piracy is a capital offence by the civil 

THE MAJOR.] 

law, although by Act of Parliament it 
may be heard and determined according 
to the rules of common law, as if the 
offence had been committed on land. 
The mode of trial is regulated by Hen. 
8, c. 15; and farther, by 11-12 Wm, .3, 
c. 7, and 39 Geo. 3, c. 37, which also 
extends to other oflences committed on 
the high seas. 

Having given this brief outline respect- 
ing the offence known by the name of 
Piracy, we proceed to furnish an account 
of one who followed the crime as a trade. 
Stede Bonnet was respectably descended, 
and was, in fact, a gentleman of consider- 
able fortune in tlie island of Barl)adoes; 
it was therefore surprising tiiat lie should 
embark in such a dishonourable and dan- 
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gerous undertaking: Imt having formed 
his resolution, he equipped a small vessel 
of ten guns and seventy men at his own 
expense, and in the night commenced his 
voyage. Prior to this he had served as 
a major in the local army of the island 
on which he resided. 

In this vessel, named the Hevenge, he 
sailed for the Cape of Virginia, where he 
captured several vessels, which he plun- 
dered. After obtaining a number of very 
valuable prizes, he directed his course to 
Long Island, where he took a sloop bound 
for the West Indies, and landed some men 
at Gardner's Island, paid for whatever 
provisions were necessary, and retired 
without doing any injury. His next 
adventure was the capturing of two 
other vessels. 

The major found no small difficulty in 
reconciling the different opinions of his 
crew, on what course they should next 
steer: being himself no sailor, he was 
frequently under the necessity of yielding 
to the erroneous opinions of others. He, 
however, at last found an accomplished 
coadjutor in Edward Teach, commonly 
called Black Beard. To him the major's 
crew united their fortunes, while he him- 
self went on board Teach's ship, and 
remained as a private sailor; in which 
station, he began to reflect upon his past 
life, when he was filled with remorse and 
shame on account of his conduct. This 
change in his sentiments was discovered 
by his companions; and he avowed liis 
ardent wish to retire into some foreign 
country to spend the remainder of his 
days in solitude. 

Black Beard some time after surren- 
dered to a royal proclamation, and ob- 
tained pardon ; upon which the major 
resumed the command of his own ships, 
and immediately sailed to Bathtown, in 
North Carolina, where he likewise dis- 
creetly surrendered to his msijesty's pro- 
clamation. 

The war now commenced between tlie 
triple allies and Spain, and Major Bonnet 
went to the island of St. Thomas to obtain 
leave of the emperor to privateer upon 
the S|>aniards. Upon his return, he found 
that Black Beard had pillaged the great 
ships of money and arms, and set on 
shore seventeen of the men, on a desolate 
island ; in consequence of which, Bonnet, 
after he had obtained the necessary infor- 
mation from two men who had made their 

escape from the island, sent the long-boat 
to the assistance of the others, so that, 
after remaining two days without food, 
and in the prospect of a lingering death, 
they were taken on board the major's 
ships. 

Bonnet then informed his men, that hia 
intention was to take a commission to act 
against the Spaniards, and that he would 
take them along with him if they were 
inclined. To this they all readily com- 
plied. Just, however, as they were about 
to set sail, they received intelligence that 
Black Beard was not far off, with only 
eighteen or twenty men. . The major pur- 
sued, but was too late, however, to appre- 
hend him. 

Disappointed in their pursuit, they 
directed their course to Virginia; and 
when off the Capes, they met a vessel, 
out of which they took twelve barrels of 
pork and four hundred-weight of bread, 
and, in return, gave them eight or ten 
casks of rice and an old cable. Two 
days afler, he captured a vessel off Cape 
Henry; in which were several casks of 
rum, besides other articles of which they 
stood greatly in want. 

Having availed himself of surrendering 
to the government, Major Bonnet niiijlit 
have reinstated himself in the coninninity 
with honour to himself, and great advan- 

,tage to the state. Indeed, one would in- 
fer that he should naturally have followed 
up this line of policy, having undertaken 
the capture of vessels from the enemy 
with whom the home-government was 
then at war; an undertaking by which 
he might have enriched himself, had lie 
maintained the position in which he had 
volunteered, to say nothing of the service 
he would have rendered the allies; and 
the fact of his crew willingly agreeing to 
join him in this enterprise, was undoubt- 
edly more than a double inducement. A 
piratic mania had, however, seized him, 
and he was not long attached to those 
powers for whose benefit he had vowed 
to use his utmost exertions. 

Under the name of Captain Tiionias, 
Major Bonnet suddenly resumed his old 
depredatory courses. Oft" Cape Henry, 
he took two sliips bound fiom Virginia lo 
Glasgow, which only supplied him with 
some hundreds of pounds of tobacco, 'i'iie 
following day he seized a vessel bound to 
Btrmuda, which supplied him with twenty 
barrels oi' pork; in return for which he 
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gave two barrels of rice and a hogshead 
of molasses ; from this ship, two men 
entered into his service. The next prize 
was a Virginiaman bound for Glasgow, 
from wliich he received nothing of value. 
In the course of their cruising, several 
other vessels were captured, which, how- 
ever, possessed no value worth considera- 
tion. 

Our pirates next sailed for Caps Fier 
river, where they waited too long; for, 
their vessel becoming leaky, ihey could 
not proceed till she was refitted : for this 
purpose a small shallop soon afforded llie 
materials. 

Meanwhile, intelligence was received 
by the Council of South Carolina that a 
pirate, with her prizes, was discovered at 
no very great distance, which gave them 
great alarm, and caused them to exert 
themselves to the utmost to capture her ; 
in pursuance of which intention they 
speedily equipped and manned two ves- 
sels, which they sent out on search, with 
instructions to tlie commanders to display 
the extent of their abilities in the prosecu- 
tion of the task confided to them. 

The two vessels in search were a long 
time at sea without meeting the object of 
their wish ; but at last, on discovering her, 
they allowed no delay to take place in 
coming in contact with her, the result of 
which was a severe engagement, in which 
Bonnet and his crew were made prisoners, 
and their prizes seized, and taken into 
port, to the infinite satisfaction of the 
people of South Carolina, a state then 
twrnjiaratively in its infancy. 

Tlie pirates had been but a short time 
under arrest, when the major and one of 
his men, of the name of Herriott, made 
their escape; which excited the fears of 
the inhabitants, lest Bonnet should find 
the means of again obtaining a vessel 
which he might fit out, and reek his 
vengeance upon them for the part they 
had taken in endeavouring to put a ter- 
mination to his lawless and depredatory 
pursuits, by which many of the colonists 
had sustained very heavy losses, and in- 
calculable injury had been inflicted upon 
the coast. 

After much consultation on the line of 
policy to be adopted, the Council agreed 
upon offering a reward of 700^. for Bon- 
net's apprehension, and sending a party 
in pursuit of him. Acting promptly upon 
their determination, an order in council 

was issued, stating tluit tlie above reward 
should be paid to any person or persons 
who might apprehend the said Major 
Stede Buimet, or give such information 
as mi^lit lead to his being apprehended 
by the officers of the state whence lie 
had made his escape; and Col. Rhet was 
despatched at the head of a body of men, 
resolved to effect the purpose on which 
they had set out, if it were possible. 

Col. Rhet and his party had been on 
their march about a fortnight, when they 
fell in with the major and his companion, 
who offered resistance, the consecpience 
of which was, that Herriott was shot on 
the spot where they were found; when 
Bonnet thought it prudent to withdraw 
his individual resistance, and therefore 
surrendered himself. lie was afterwards 
removed, with several others, to Charles- 
town ; and upon being brought to trial 
he was found guilty of various capital 
offences alleged against him, for which 
he received sentence of death, which sen- 
tence was carried into effect in the month 
of May, 1701. 

What could have induced Stede Bonnet, 
surroinided as he was with the comforts of 
life, to quit his fireside enjoyments, and 
range " the world of waters" with a spirit 
scarcely less turbulent than the waves 
which buffeted his adventurous bark? An 
evil impulse, which he had not sufficient 
strength to withstand; an impulse over 
which the true Christian is enabled to 
triumph, by rigid attention to the divine 
injunction—"Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation!" 

THE SINGULAR CASE OF JOHN SMITH. 

THOUGH the crimes committed by this 
individual were not marked with particu- 
lar atrocity, some events of his life were so 
remarkable as to demand a place in these 
annals: the circumstances attending his 
fate at the place of execution are perhaps 
more singular than any others to be found 
on record. He was the son of a farmer 
at Malton, Yorkshire, who bound him an 
apprentice to a packer in London, with 
whom he served out his time and after- 
wards worked as a journeyman. He then 
went to sea in a merchantman ; after 
which he entered on board a man of war, 
and was at the famous expedition against 
Vigo ; but on returning from that expedi- 
tion he was discharged. 

X 
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He had not been long free from the 
naval service, when he enlisted as a sol- 
dier in the regiment of guards commanded 
by Lord Cutts; but in this station he soon 
formed bad connexions, with some of whom 
he engaged as a housebreaker, a calling 
which, for the present, be followed for a 
very short period. 

On the oth of December, 1705, he was 
arraigned on four different indictments, 
on two of whicli he was convicted, and 
he received sentence of death. While he 
lay under sentence, he seemed very little 
affected with his situation, absolutely de- 
pending on a reprieve, through the inte- 
rest of his friends. An order, however, 
came for his execution on the 24th of the 
same month, in consequence of which he 
was carried to Tyburn, where he per- 
formed his devotions, and was turned off 
in the usual manner; but when he had 
been hanging nearly fifteen minutes, the 
people present cried out, "A reprieve!" 
The malefactor was therefore cut down, 
and conveyed to a house in the neighbour- 
hood, where he soon recovered, through 
the application of the necessary means. 

When his senses were perfectly reco- 
vered, he was asked the state of his feel- 
ings at the time of execution; to which 
he repeatedly made answer to the follow- 
ing effect: that when he was turned off, 
he was for some time sensible of very 
great pain, occasioned by the weight of 
his body, and felt his spirits in a strange 
commotion, violently pressing upwards; 
that having forced their way to his head, 
he, us it were, saw a great blaze, or glar- 
ing light, which seemed to go out at his 
eyes with a flash, and then he lost all 
sense of pain; that after he was cut down 
and began to come to himself, the blood 
and spirits, forcing themselves into tlieir 
former channels, put him, by a sort of 
pricking or shooting, to such intolerable 
pain, that he almost wished those hanged 
who had cut him down. From this cir- 
cumstance he was called *' Half-hanged 
Smith." 

After this narrow escape from death. 
Smith pleaded to his pardon on the 20th 
of February following; but such was his 
subsequent propensity for evil practices, 
that he resumed the character of a house- 
breaker, by which he became amenable 
a second time to the offended laws of his 
country, but escaped their rigour, upon 
his being arraigned at the bar of the Old 

Bailey for honsebreaking, through some 
doubt or difficulty being connected with 
the case, which caused the jury to bring 
in a special verdict; and the matter being 
left for the opinion of the twelve judges, 
they determined the same in favour of 
the prisoner. 

After this extraordinary escape, he was 
a third time indicted; but the ]>rosecutor 
happening to die the day before the trial 
came on. Smith once more obtained that 
liberty which his conduct showed he had 
not deserved. 

There is no account on record of what 
became of Smith after this tliird remark- 
able incident in his favour; but charity 
inclines us to hope that he made a proper 
use of the singular dispensations of Pro- 
vidence so repeatedly evidenced in his 
own person. 

Wiien once the mind has consented to 
the commission of sin, it is hard to be 
reclaimed ; not even the recollection of 
the pangs of an ignominious death could 
deter this man from following the evil 
course he had begun. Thus, by giving 
way to small propensities, we impercep- 
tibly go on to enormities, which lead us 
to a shameful fate. Let us, therefore, at 
once firmly resolve never to depart from 
the path of rectitude. 

Naval and Military Torture.   N" 1. 
ATROCIOUS CRUELTY 

TO AN" IMPRESSED SEAMAN. 

THE expectations of the public have been 
again violently disappointed in the con- 
duct of the reformed Parliament, with 
regard to the perpetuation of flogging in 
the British army, a mode of punishment 
which none but the most depraved uid 
unfeeling minds can adopt, unless fat dij 
misguided — not to say prejudiced — li> 
some fallacious ideas on the subject, i 
mode of punishment which none else tin 
attempt to justify, in the present daj on 
any tenet of morality, justice, common 
prudence, or rationality. Majorities of 
212 to 95, and of i;!5 to G2, have decidtd 
upon its continuation, in disastrous op[)o 
sition to the voice of the people — the I 
voice of God; and it becomes a question j 
whether it will not be the righteous duty i 
of the oppressed henceforth to resist the I 
barefaced, beastly, and merciless cruelty; 
a cruelty, the exercise of which is far 
worse than a national reproach, being an 
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infraction on the law and the testimony 
revealed in the volume of inspiration. A 
few manly resistances,—resistances even 
to death, if need be; for it is better to 
die struggling for freedom, than to die 
tamely submitting to the iron hand of 
oppression,— and the dire wretches who 
uphold the system (many of whom luxu- 
riate in witnessing a victim's sufferings, 
langliing at " the sport" the scene affords 
them) would be driven from their pur- 
pose, overwhelmed with disgrace and dis- 
comfiture. " Who would be free, them- 
selves must strike the blow ! " 

No one will deny the fact, that laws 
or regulations may be framed so harshly 
as to render it conscientiously imperative 
on the governed to oppose their enforce- 
ment : of such a character is the regula- 
tion respecting flogging in the army and 
navy of Britain, the vaunted land of the 
free—the refuge of the exiled alien ! To 
the gallant defenders of our country, by 
land and by sea, we would fain say— 
Whether you encounter the enemy in the 
field, or meet the oppressor in the camp— 
whether you grapple with the foe whose 
banner waves upon the ocean, or locate 
with the tyrant whose fiat governs upon 
the tented deck—when prudence dictates 
fear, temerity is folly; let not your sense 
of honour be tarnished in one case more 
than in the other. 

Tiie Anti-slavery society was formed 
for the especial design of moving Heaven 
and earth to extinguish slavery—slavery 
in the unfortunate being in our colonies 
who has been known by the common- 
place cognomen o(slave; but that society 
(supposing it still in active operation) has 
work to do, of which its members are not 
ignorant, in our own countrj'—our own 
home; to wit, the case of the soldier and 
sailor, while tbey are subject to the sum- 
mary severity they have had so often to 
endure: to wit, likewise, the case of the 
factory child, from the slavery of whom 
many a purse-proud villain is bowed 
down to and worshiped; some religious 
hypocrite, perchance, in the character of 
a priest, juggling him for the love of his 
worldly effects, and teaching him, with 

^ Heaven-insulting flattery, to adopt as his 
language, " The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine." To free these w/iite slaves 
from their bondage, is as much the duty 
of this Anti-slavery Society as any duty 
it lias hitherto acted upon: cliaiity must 

be perforiiied at home, though it have not 
been connnenced there. Let the friends 
of rational liberty look to these things, as 
it behoves them. 

To the case of the factory child we 
shall again refer, by an article devoted to 
the subject, in which an illustration will 
be given of the homage which many an 
Egyptian task-master receives from some 
who minister in holy things; for, whilst 
we desire not to extenuate, we equally 
desire to set down naught in malice. 

Amongst those who honoured the Ays 
on the occasions to which we have already 
alluded, (the questions being respectively, 
first, for the entire abolition of military 
flogging — secondly, for restricting mili- 
tary flogging to British troops in actual 
service abroad,) may be more particularly 
mentioned, as speakers. Major Fancourt, 
Capt. Boldevo, Mr. Poulter, Col. Thomp- 
son, Mr. Hume, Mr. Robinson, Major 
Beauclerc, Mr. Lennard, Mr. O'Connell, 
Mr. Serjeant Talfourd, Mr. Wakley, and 
Mr. T. S. Duncombe. On the other side 
stood forward, with equal prominence, as 
the callous and unblushing supporters of 
the baneful system, (notwithstanding the 
well-known reality that many of them 
have, in times past, denounced it in 
copious terms,) Mr. Cutlar Ferguson (the 
Judge Advocate), Lord Sandon, Lord 
Howick (Secretary at War), Mr. Hardy, 
Sir R. Fergusson, Dr. Baldwin, Col. Sib- 
thorpe. Col. Thomas, Sir H, Hardinge, 
Mr. W. Cowper, Mr. Pemberton, and Mr. 
C. Berkeley; with the addition of one 
who referred to a statement made by Mr. 
T. S. Duncombe as being " a stigma on 
every officer in command of a regiment, 
until the charge was refuted:" that one 
was Sir Charles Dalbiac, the prosecutor—• 
a word sometimes substituted for perse- 
cutor—of the highly honourable, noble- 
minded, and benignant Col. Brereton, the 
thought of whose untimely fate operates 
powerfully on the sympathetic breast, he 
having been hunted to death, as it were 
by bloodhounds, at the time of the fatal 
riot at Bristol in 1831; at least, he was 
driven to the point of a precipice, whence, 
his pursuers still goading him, he, much 
to be lamented, fell! The prominence 
of certain men is so obtrusive to the lover 
of honesty and worth, that bitter recol- 
lections of bygone days arise, and the cry 
of the orphan is in effect renewed—" My 
father! my father!"   Tlie charge, it may 
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be proper to state, to which Sir Charles 
alluded was to the effect, that a com- 
manding officer had been known to cause 
the infliction of the lash to be repeated at 
minute or half-minute time ! 

It is probable that the pages of this 
work would not have entertained any 
records of this species of brutal treat- 
ment, but for the sanction it has farther 
openly received from the legislature—the 
reformed legislature : upon such consider- 
ation, however, instances of the revolting 
practice will occasionally be given, with 
the fond hope that the more such practice 
is brought to the notice of the public— 
the more the question is agitated, the 
more speedily will arrive the " consum- 
mation most devoutly to be wished" by 
the humane and the philanthropic—the 
discontinuance of flogging in the army 
and navy. 

The following extract from a stirring 
work recently published by Effingham 
Wilson, affords a shocking example of 
the savage cruelties practised under the 
infernal system of impressment. The tale 
would be incredible, but for the numerous 
well-authenticated cases whicli have been 
published on unquestionable authority. 

" In the course of a few years Tom 
Brookes became mate of a fine ship in the 
merchant service, and his efforts seemed 
crowned with success : he enjoyed the 
sweet satisfaction of seeing his mother 
-comfortably situated, and his heart whis- 
pered it was the reward of virtue. But 
who can arraign the will of Heaven, or 
say to Omnipotence, ' What doest thou?' 
War with all its attendant horrors broke 
out, and the cruel system of impressment 
was adopted for the purpose of manning 
.our fleets. At this critical juncture Tom 
received information that his parent was 
rapidly hastening to the mansions of im- : 
mortality—' where the wicked cease from 
troubling, and the weary are at rest' He ' 
had recently arrived in England full of 
joyous anticipation; but he found the 
silver cord of existence was loosened, and 
the golden bowl dashed from his Hps— • 
he reached his home just time enough to 
receive the last farewell benediction of 
his dying mother. Before the earth had 
closed over the remains of his parent— 
before she had become mingled with the 
clods of the valley, the press-gangs were 
actively on the alert, and poor Tom fell 
into their hands.    No time was allowed 

to lay his motlier in the silent grave: he 
kissed the clay-cold bosom on which he 
had hung in infancy, and with stern 
serenity yielded himself a prisoner. He 
loved his country, and would not have 
shrunk from its service in the hour of 
battle ; but at such a moment to be forced 
away!—it was draining tlie cup of anguish 
to the very dregs. At this period I had 
commenced my career as a sailor, and 
was then lying in a ship of war at Ply- 
mouth under sailing orders for a foreign 
station, but waiting for a full complement 
of hands: indeed, men were so scarce 
that some of the ablest felons had been 
selected from the gaols to make up the 
crews. 1 was walking the deck, when a 
party of these convicts came alongside 
with a draught of seamen from the flag- 
ship; and among the latter I recognised 
Tom Brookes: he was dressed in deep 
black, and his fine and manly countenance 
betrayed the indignation and agony that 
struggled in his heart. Surely it was 
impossible to mistake his character, for 
when called before the captain he be- 
haved with a gentlemanly respect that 
commanded admiration. But Captain 
S * was one of those who are tyran- 
nical and brutal by nature; and when 
poor Tom approached, he exclaimed, 
' Well, fellow, whose pocket have you 
been picking?' Surely this might have 
been spared, for Tom's countenance was 
an index to an honest and an upright 
mind, his attire was most respectable, and 
every action bespoke the experienced sea- 
man. Never shall I forget his look; it 
showed the conflicting struggles of a proud 
spirit; but it was only for a moment. He 
fixed his steady gaze upon the inquirer, 
who  shrank   before   it.     Captain   S  
seemed to read his thoughts; and he was 
a man that never forgave. 

" A boatswain's mate was directed to 
cutoff the tails of his coat, so as to render 
it more like a seaman's jacket. The man 
approached: but this coat was the mourn- 
ing lie wore for his mother, and, bitter 
recollections crossing his mind, he threw 
the boatswain's mate from him to the 
opposite side of the deck. This was con- 
sidered an act of mutiny, and poor Tom 
was put in irons, with his legs stapled to 

• " He was afterwards dismissed the navy for 
cruelty." How far short of the demerits of the 
miscreant scoundrel, who ought, at leuit, to lia\o 
died the death of a murderer. 
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the deck. Being, however, a good sea- 
man, his services were required; so that 
lie was shortly afterwards released, and 
sent to do his duty on the forecastle. We 
sailed in a few days; and after being 
some time at sea, the captain, remember- 
ing what had taken place in harbour, 
ordered poor Tom, by way of punishment, 
to perform most of the menial offices of 
his station, and at lengtli insisted on his 
executing the most degrading duty in a 
ship of war—that of sweeping the decks. 
This he refused with a respectful firm- 
ness ; and in that he certainly was wrong, 
for obedience is the first test of duty—no 
matter from what motive the order pro- 
ceeds ; and in refusing to obey, i'om 
acted improperly as a seaman; but who 
can condemn him, having the feelings of 
a man? His refusal, however, was of no 
avail ; the broom was lashed by small 
cords to his hands, and a boatswain's 
mate stood ready with a rope's end to 
enforce command. Tom obstinately de- 
clared tliat he would die rather than sub- 
mit to unmerited oppression; the blows 
fell heavily on his back, but they could 
not change the purpose of his heart. In 
the moment.of his anguish, whilst smart- 
ing from the stripes, but writhing still 
more with inward torture that bowed his 
spirit, he uttered some severe invectives 
on the tyranny of his commander. The 
hands were immediately tinned up, the 
gratings were seized to the gangway, and 
poor Tom was ordered to strip for flog- 
ging. Resistance was useless; his out- 
spread arms and extended legs were 
lashed to the gratings ; and after reading 
the Articles of War for disobedience of 
orders, the captain directed the boat- 
swain's mate to give him two dozen. 
This was not the first time 1 had wit- 
nessed punishment at the gangway, for 
scarcely a day had passed without it 
since my joining the sliip. But poor 
Tom had been my early friend; I called 
to mind the happy hours we had passed 
together, and now to see him with his 
back lacerated and bleeding, the cat-o'- 
nine-tails cutting deep into his flesh—oh, 
it was too much for nie to endure, and 
I fell at the captain's feet. He spurned 
me from him; and the first dozen having 
been given, a fresh boatswain's mate was 
called to give the second. Tom never 
flinched: he remained inunovable as a 
rock, and the only indicalion   of  bodily 
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pain was occasionally a contraction of 
the muscles of his face: a deeper—an 
all-absorbing agony seemed to have tri- 
umphed over more corporeal suffering; 
an agony arising from the desperate- 
struggles of his soul. [ looked at the 
men; but the generality seemed to have 
sunk into a settled apathy, and only a 
few, who had recently joined us from the 
Barfleur, displayed the workings of deter-- 
mined minds. They gazed at each other, 
and tried to catch the sentiments of the 
crew; and it was plain, that Iiad a cor- 
responding feeling animated the whole, 
consequences the most fatal and despe- 
rate must have ensued. But the ship's 
company had not been long together, 
and mutual distrust prevented an open 
declaration of discontent. The flogging 
ceased, and poor Tom was consigned to 
the master-at-arms, and his legs once 
more fixed in the shackles. I tried to 
approach him, but was prevented by the 
marine who stood senlinel over him ; my 
attempt was not, however, unnoticed, and 
the unfortunate victim gave me a look, 
and even a smile of grateful acknowledg- 
ment. Ah! then my heart sunk within 
me. I retired to the dark recess of the 
cable-tier, and gave vent to my tears—• 
for what could a ciiild in his twelfth year 
do to save the sufferer from the strong 
arm of power? I consoled myself with 
the idea tliatTom would soon be released; 
but in tliis too I was mistaken, for on 
tlie following morning he persisted in hi* 
refusal to sweep the decks, was again 
seized up to the gangway, and two dozen- 
lashes more were inflicted upon his al- 
ready scored and mangled back. The' 
torture was beyond human endurance ;. 
and though no shriek betrayed the an- 
guish of the smart, yet a convulsive spasm 
too clearly indicated the rending of the 
wounds. Still his firmness did not for- 
sake him; and whilst the cat fell heavily 
on his shoulders he remonstrated with his 
persecutor, and appealed to the officers 
whether he had not always ])erformed liis- 
duty. No voice was raised in his behalf, 
though looks spoke, as forcibly as looks 
could speak, the detestation of every one 
for such merciless cruelty. At this mo- 
ment, Will Scott stepped from among tlie 
assembled crew; he looketl wildly ujjoii 
his sliipniutes, particularly his old ujcss- 
niates, the Barfleurs; but all remained 
motionleot; as statues, and he resumed hi.s 
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station. Again the lash descended, and 
again the instrument of punishment was 
stained with the blood of the wretched 
man. Imprecations on the captain burst 
from bis lips, and madness seemed to 
dictate his wild incoherent ravings; he 
was no longer passive, bis mind gave way, 
and at the last stroke he bimg senseless 
by the cords which bound bis wrists to 
the gratings. He was cast loose, and on 
his reviving was again shackled in the 
irons, with the promise of a renewal of 
punishment on the morrow if he still 
disobeyed. In fact, the captain found 
bis authority was at stake; be saw that \ 
he had excited disaffection ; be kne wthat 
a principal portion of bis crew (many of 
them desperate characters) were not to 
be trusted; and the very men on whom 
be placed reliance (the Barfleurs) .were 
disgusted at his treatment. To have re- 
ceded, be considered, would have been 
an acknowledgment of error; and one 
triumph of the people would have been 
the prelude to more humiliating conces- 
sions. Thus he argued, and his very 
existence seemed to depend upon the 
issue. 

" It was one of those beautiful evenings 
in June, when the setting sun upon the 
verge of the horizon tinges the whole 
expanse of ocean with its golden bright- 
ness, that I stood upon the forecastle 
contemplating the glories of creation, 
and presumptuously arraigning Divine 
Providence for what I foolishly deemed 
an unequal distribution of good and ill. 
The seamen were formed in groups along 
the gangway and waist, and the officers 
were pacing the larboard side to the 
captain, who walked sullenly and alone. 
The lieutenant of the watch stood on the 
gangway, and did not join him; and 
there he strode, pale discontent upon bis 
cheek, and keen mistrust in the restless 
glancing of bis eye. The evening was 
indeed lovely, and calculated to calm the 
raging passions of the soul. The sea was 
beautifully smooth; the sails slept deep 
and still; and though scarcely a breath 
was felt, yet the breeze upon the quarter 
was carrying the vessel almost impercep- 
tibly at the rate of five knots (five miles) 
an hour. I was but a boy—a mere child, 
and whilst looking at the mild blue sky 1 
thought of my home and of my mother. 
Poor Tom, too, he whose arms had cradled 
me in infancy !  l?ut  what could I  do ? 

Whilst my thoughts were thus occupied, a 
marine with his drawn bayonet appeared 
ascending the fore-ladder; close behind 
him came poor Tom Brookes, and every 
tongue was hushed. The captain caught 
the sight of bim and stopped; the officers 
continued their walk, but their eager gaze 
alternately changed from the captain to 
the suffering victim of bis austerity; but 
no voice gave utterance to thought. Poor 
Tom! I think I see him now ! Ah ! well 
do I remember the ghastly dolour of bis 
look as be approached me ; bis eyes cast 
down, and his whole thoughts apparently 
rivetted on one object alone — but it is 
impossible to describe it. I touched his 
arm, for nature spoke within me, and I 
could not help it. He paused for one 
moment, and a roseate flush suffused bis 
checks ; he seized my hand, and I felt 
that his was burning. I looked in his 
face, it was lighted up with a smile—but 
such a smile ! It struck me he was think- 
ing of bis mother. ' Henry,' he said, 
whilst grasping my hand, ' Henry, your 
parents! Do me justice; I ask no more.' 
He drew bis band away, passed it over 
my face as he was wont to do when I 
was an infant, and as his features con- 
tracted with a long convulsive sob be 
added, ' Henry, your mother! Be good, 
be kind, be dutiful!' and turning round, 
he walked forward to the bows. 1 felt 
as if something was strangling me; my 
blood rushed to my head, and a dread of 
I knew not what sickened my very soul. 
A deathlike stupor pervaded my faculties; 
but I was aroused from this state by the 
voice of the marine shouting ' A man 
overboard ! a man overboard !' The truth 
flashed upon niy mind, and as the ship 
rounded-to (for the helm was instantly 
put down) I ran to the lee cat-head, and 
saw the dark body as it sank down in 
the gurgling eddy which the plunge had 
made. Yes, it was Tom Brookes—and 
be never rose again! Some heavy shot 
were missing from the ])lace where he 
liad been confined, and these he had no 
doubt concealed about his person to facili- 
tate the work of destruction. Poor Tom, 
the waters closed above bis bead! and 
who can read his doom?" 
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[wiLLIAMS'S ATTACK. ON  GOW.] 

THE adventures which we are enabled to 
present to our readers as having occurred 
m the course of the piratical proceedings 
of John Gow and his accomplices, being 
more than sufficient to occupy a single 
Number of our work, ive deem It advisable 
to divide the subject into two chapters; 
the first to comprise the general mass of 
events in the delinqneuts'career of crime, 
and the other a development of those cir- 
cumstances having either a close or a sole 
relation to their final tragedy. 

CnAPTF.R  I. 

CAPTAIN SMITH, whose proper name was 
John Gow, was a native of one of the 
Orkney Islands, in the north of Scotland; 
and being instructed in maritime affairs, 

he became so expert that lie received an 
appointment as second mate of a ship, 
called the George Galley, in which capa- 
city he sailed on a voyage to Santa Cruz, 
though at the time a mere junior. When 
the vessel was ready to weigh anchor, for 
{he purjjose of proceeding on her return 
voyage, the merchants who bad shipped 
goods on board her came to pay a parting 
visit to the captain, and to give him their 
final instructions. On this occasion, the 
captain, agreeably to custom, entertained 
his company mider an awning on the 
quarter-deck; and while they were dis- 
cussing over the regalement, some of the 
sailors preferred a complaint of ill treat- 
ment they pretended to have received, 
particularly   with regard to  short allow- 
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ancc. Tlw captain was irritated at so 
unmerited a charge, which was seemingly 
designed to injure him in tlie estimation 
of his employers; but, consciqus of the 
uprightness of his intentions, he did not 
reply in anger, but only said, there was a 
steward on board, who bad the care of the 
provisions, and all reasonable complaints 
should be redressed; on which the men 
retired, professedly satisfied. 

As soon as the merchants had quitted 
the vessel, the wind being fair, the captain 
gave directions for weighing anchor. It 
was observed that Pateison, one of-the 
complainants, was dilatory in executing 
his orders; on which the captain desired 
to know why he did not exert himself to 
unfurl the sails; but though he made no 
direct answer, he was heard to mutter, 
" As we eat, so we shall work." The 
captain, however, passed over tliis insult, 
being unwilling to resort to the adoption 
of extremities. 

The ship was on her course, and the 
captain seriously considered his situation 
to bo very dangerous, on reflecting that 
his conduct had been comi)Iained of, and 
bis orders at best but tardily obeyed on 
the part of the disafTected. Consulting 
the mate upon the subject, it was agreed 
that a number of small arms shonid be 
deposited iri the cabin, in order to defend 
themselves in case of an attack; which 
precaution might have proved most salu- 
tary had it been secretly arranged; but 
the fact of its being made manifest by 
the unwise manner in which the captain 
and mate conducted their conference, in 
speaking so loud as to be overheard by 
two of the conspirators, who were on the 
quarter-deck, at once shows its useless- 
ness. The captain likewise directed the 
mate to order Gow, who vvas second mate 
and gunner, to clean the arms; a cir- 
cumstance, in itself, that plainly intimated 
to this chief of the conspirators that their 
machiiwitions were at least suspected. 

Those who had overheard the convers- 
ation between the captain and mate, com- 
municated the substance of it to Gow and 
the other conspirators, who resolved to 
carry their plan into immediate execu- 
tion ; and Gow, who had previously con- 
templated leading the life of a pirate, con- 
sidering the present an admirable oppor- 
tunity, proposed to bis companions that 
they should immediately embark in the 
enterprise; on which they determined to 

murder the captain and some others, and 
to seize the ship, with the least possibls 
delay. 

Half of the ship's company were regu- 
larly called' to prayers, in the great cabin, 
at eight o'clock in the evening, while tlie 
other half were doing duty on deck ; and, 
after service, those who had been in tlie 
cabin retired to rest. The contrivance 
was, to execute the plot at this juncture, 
At the time of the attack two only of tlie 
conspirators wer-e on duty, the rest being 
among those who had gone to their ham- 
mocks. 

Between nine and ten at night a kind' 
of watcliword was given, \?)nch wns- 
" Who fires first?" Some of the con- 
spirators, quitting their hammocks, irjiiiie-' 
diately proceeded to the cabins of llie | 
surgeon, chief mate, and supercargo, and \ 
cut- their throats while they were asleep. 
'I'be surgeon, on finding himself violently 
wounded, left his bed, soon afterwardi 
dropped on the floor, and expired. The 
mate and supercargo held their hands tu 
their throats, and, going on the quarter- 
deck, solicited a momentary resjjite, (o 
recommend their souls to heaven: but 
even this favour was denied them; for 
the villains, perceiving that their blades 
had failed to accomplish their destruction, 
despatched them with pistols. 

The captain, hearing a noise, demaiidej 
the occasion of it. The boatswain replied, 
he did not know; but he was apprehen- 
sive that some of the men had either fallen 
or been thrown overboard. The captain 
went to the ship's side, for the purpo<i} 
of looking over, on which two of the mur- 
derers followed him, and tried to tliiow 
him off; but he disengaged himself, and 
turned abont to take a view of t]ieni,wheii 
one of them cut his throat, hut not so ,is 
to kill him : he now solicited mercy ; but, 
instead of granting it, the other slabbed 
him in the back with a dagger, and would 
have repeated the blow but that he could 
not draw back the weapon, he had llirn^t 
it with such force. At this instant (iow, 
who had been assisting in the nuirtli'is 
between the decks, came on the quartci- 
deck, and fired a brace of balls into itif 
captain's body, which put a period to bi- 
existence. 

The execrable enactors of these horrid 
villanies having thrown the dead bodies 
overboard, proceeded to the appointnu'iii 
of a commander, which was unanimously 
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assigned to Gow, who assumed the title 
of Captain Smith. 

Tliose of the sailors who had not been 
engaged in tlw; conspiraicy secreted them- 
selves, some in the Bhrouds, some under 
the stores, in dreadful apprehension of 
meeting as sanguinary a fate as either of 
their late companions had met. 

Gow Jiow assembled bis associates on 
the quarter-deck, and'Appointed them to 
their different stations ou board; when it 
was agreed to commence pirates. 

The new captain then directed that the 
men who had concealed themselves should 
be informed, (hat no danger should hap- 
pen to them if they would comply with 
the Jiew'government of the ship, and keep 
such stations as were assigned them, and 
faithfully perform the services required of 
them. Some, whose ten-ified minds had 
led them to expect immediate death, were 
glad to fmd terms of so mild a character 
proposed to them, and their present safety 
•was instantly ratified; but the pirates, to 
enforce obedience to their orders, appre- 
hensive that even these might he merely 
feigning, appointed two of their company 
to attend with drawn cutlasses, to frighten" 
them into submission, as well as to over- 
awe the professed nonconformists. 

The next proceeding of the pirates was 
the division of the most valuable effects 
of the cabin; after which Gow ordered 
liquor to be brought on the quarter-deck, 
and they consumed the night in drinking, 
while the men not concerned in the con- 
spiracy had the entire care of working 
the ship. 

The crew originally comprised twenty- 
four men, including the officers; of whom 
four were murdered, and eight were con- 
spirators ; and before morning four of the 
others had approved of the proceedings 
of the pirates, or at least had engaged to 
act with them; so tliat there were only 
eight remaining in opposition to the new 
authorities. On the following day Gow 
summoned these eight men before him; 
and telling them he was determined to 
go on a cruising voyage, he said tliey 
should be well treated if they were dis- 
posed to act in concert with the rest of 
the crew. He said, every man should 
fare in the same manner, and good order 
or disciphne was all that would be looked 
for. He said farther, that the captain's 
inhumanity had produced the lamentable 
c\eiits which had occurred;  that those 

who liad liad no liand in tlic conspiracy 
bad no reason to fear any ill consequence 
from it—they had only to discharge their 
duty as seamen, and every man should 
be rewarded according to his merit. 

To this harangue these honest-meaning 
but unfortunate men made no reply; ana 
Gow interpreted their silence as an assent 
to act upon those principles which were 
beyond their power to counteract. These 
men were therefore permitted to range 
the ship at pleasure from this period; 
but as some of them appeared to prose- 
cute their duties with great reluctance, 
a strict and vigilant eye was fixed upon 
them. Suspicion ever haunts the guilty 
mind; and upon this truism the pirates 
were continually apprehensive of being 
brought to justice by means of one or 
other of these men. 

A man of the name of Williams acted 
as lieutenant of the vessel under Gow, 
who, being distinguished by tlie ferocity 
of his disposition, had now an opportunity 
of exercising the cnielty which such fero- 
city suggested ; and he took great delight 
in beating the unhappy seamen with a 
degree of severity most ^horrent and 
outrageous. 

The pirates gave the George Galley 
the name of the Revenge, and, mounting 
several guns, steered their course toward 
Spain and Portugal, in the expectation of 
making a capture of wine, an article of 
which they were deficient. 

They soon made prize of an English 
vessel, laden with fish, bound from New- 
foundland to Cadiz; but having no use 
for the cargo, they took out the captain 
and four men, who navigated the ship, 
which they sunk. • 

James Belvin, one of the seamen whom 
they took out of Ihe captured vessel, was 
a man admirably calculated for their pur- 
pose, as he was naturally cruel, and har- 
dened in cruelty by practice. He told 
Gow he was willing to enter info all his 
schemes, for he had been accustomed to 
the exercise of brutality and such like. 
This man was therefore considered to be 
a valuable acquisition to the crew, several 
of the old hands having appeared to act 
from motives grounded on fear rather 
than inclination. 

The next vessel taken by the pirates 
was a Scotchman, bound for Italy, with 
pickled herrings. But this cargo, like 
the foriper, being of no use to them, they 
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sunk the vessel, after taking out the men, 
arms, ammunition, and stores. 

After cruising eight or ten days, they 
saw a vessel about the size of their own, 
to which they gave chase. She hoisted 
French colours, and crowded all her sail 
in order to get clear of them; and after 
a chase of three days and three nights 
they lost the French vessel in a fog. 

Being distressed for water, tliey now 
steered for the Madeira islands, of which 
they came in sight in two days; but not 
thinking it prudent to enter the harbour 
they steered off and on for several days, 
in anticipation of making prize of some 
Portuguese or Spanish vessel; but in this 
they were disappointed, much to their 
mortification. 

Their distress increasing, they stood in 
for the harbour, and came to an anchor, 
but at a considerable distance from the 
shore. This being done, they sent seven 
men, well armed, in a boat, with instruc- 
tions to board a ship, cut her cables, and 
bring her off; but if they failed in this, 
they were to attempt the seizure of wine 
and water, conveying it to the ship in 
boats. Neither of these schemes, how- 
ever, was successful, as it was well known 
by the distance at which they lay that 
they were pirates. 

When they had cruised off for some 
days subsequent to the futile enterprise 
jnst recorded, they found themselves in 
such distress that it became absolutely 
necessary to seek immediate relief; on 
which they sailed to Port Santa, a Portu- 
guese settlement, at the distance of about 
ten leagues. Upon their arrival off this 
place, they sent their boat on shore, with 
a present of salmon and hcmngs for the 
governor, and the name of a port to which 
they professed to be bound. The persons 
sent on shore were civilly treated by the 
governor, who accompanied some of his 
friends on board the ship. Gow and bis 
associates received the governor with the 
greatest politeness, and entertained him 
and his company in the most hospitable 
manner; but the boat belonging to the 
pirates not returning to the ship with 
some provisions they had expected, and 
tlie governor and his attendants preparing 
to depart, Gow and some of the men who 
remained with him- threatened to take 
away their lives, unless they instantly 
furnished them with what they required. 
The surprise of the Portuguese governor 

and his friends, on this occasion, is not 
to be expressed: they dreaded instant 
death, and, showing all the symptoms of 
extreme terror, earnestly implored that 
their lives might be spared. Gow being 
peremptory in his demands, the governor 
sent a boat repeatedly on shore, till the 
pirates were furnislied with such articles 
as they wanted. 

This business being ended, the Portu- 
guese were permitted to depart; and the 
pirates determined to steer towards the 
coast of Spain, where they soon arrived. 
After cruising a few days off Cape St. 
Vincent, they fell in with an English 
vessel, bound from the coast of Guinea to 
America with slaves; but she had been 
compelled to put into the port of Lisbon. 
However useless on their part to capture 
such a vessel, in a pecuniary point of 
view, they did capture her, and put on 
hoard her the captain and men, excepting 
Belvin, whom they had first taken; and, 
clearing out all the provisions, and some 
of the sails, they left the ship to proceed 
on her voyage. 

Falling in with a French ship, ladeh 
with wine, oil, and fruit, they took out 
the lading, and gave the vessel to the 
Scotch captain, in return for the ship 
they had sunk. The Scotchman likewise 
had some valuable articles presented to 
him, and he was allowed to take his men 
to sail with him; all of whom did so, 
except one, who chose rather to remam 
with the pirates. 

The day previous to this affair they 
observed a French ship bearing down 
towards them, on which Gow ordered his 
people to lay to; hut, perceiving that the 
vessel mounted two-and-thirty guns, and 
seemed proportionably full of men, he 
remarked that it would be madness in 
them to think of engaging so superior a 
force. The crew in general were of this 
opinion; but AVilliams, the lieutenant, in 
an  impudent manner,   said Gow was a 
 coward, and unworthy to command 
the vessel. The fact is, Gow possessed a 
calm courage, which would have brought 
him honour if exerted in a good cause, 
while Williams was carried away by an 
impetuosity marked with excessive out- 
rage and brutality. The latter, after a 
display of the grossest abuse, insisted that 
the former should give orders for fighting 
the vessel; but Gow I'cfusing to comply, 
Williams  presented  his pistol with the 
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intention of shooting liim, but it flaslied 
in tlie pan. This being observed by two 
of the crew, named Winter and Paterson, 
they both fired at WiUiams, when one of 
tliein wounded him in the arm, and the 
other in the abdomen. He dropped as 
soon as the pieces were discharged; and 
the other seamen, thinking he was dead, 
were about to throw him overboard, when 
lie sprung upon his feet, and jumped info 
the hold, swearing he would set fire to 
the powder-room; and as his pistol was 
yet loaded, there was strong reason for 
supposing he would actually have done 
so, if he had not been instantly seized, 
and had his hands chained behind him; 
in which condition he was put among the 
French prisoners, who were terrified at 
the sight of him; for his savage ferocity 
and barbarity were beyond description: 
it was 3 common practice with him to 
beat the prisoners in the severest manner 
for his diversion, as lie called it, con- 
tinually threatening to murder them, by 
cutting their throats.   What a most 
admirable officer would he have made in 
the British service! 

No engagement happened with the 
Frenchman, which lield on her way; and 
two days afterwards the pirates took a 
ship belonging to Bristol, which was laden 
with salt fish, and bound from Newfound- 
land to Oporto. Having taken out the 
provisions and many of the stores, they 
compelled two of the crew to sail with 
them, and then put the French prisoners 
on board the newly-captured vessel, which 
was just on the point of sailing, when 
they began to reflect in what manner that 
execrable villain Williams, who had out- 
villained themselves, should be disposed 
of. At length it was determined to put 
iiim on board the Bristol ship, the com- 
mander of which was desired to turn him 
over to tlie first English man of war he 
should meet with, that be should expe- 
rience the justice (these fellowd could 
prate of justice, forsooth) due to his 
crimes; and in the mean time to keep 
him in the strictest confinement. 

The cruelty of Williams's disposition 
has been already mentioned; the follow- 
ing is probably the most striking instance 
of it. Among the arguments used by 
Gow against engaging the French ship, 
one was, that they liad already more 
prisoners than they had proper accom- 
modation for;  on which  Williams pro- 

posed, that those in their possession might 
be brought up singly, their throats cut, 
and their bodies thrown overboard; but 
Gow said there had been too much blood 
spilt already: this was- too horrid a pro- 
posal for any other pirate to consent to; 
few men, however wicked, who have 
committed murder, are so completely 
hardened as not to feel at times some 
remorse for it. 

The fact is, Williams would have been 
hanged at the yard-arm, if an opportunity 
had not offered of putting him on board 
the Bristol ship. When he learnt their 
intention respecting him, he earnestly 
besought a reconciliation ; but this being 
refused him, on his being brought on 
deck in irons, he begged to be thrown 
overboard, as he was certain of an igno- 
minious death on his arrival in England; 
but even this poor favour was denied him; 
his companions only wished him " u good 
voyage to the gallows! " 

When the captain of the Bristol ship 
reached the port of Lisbon, he delivered 
the prisoner on board an English man of 
war, which conveyed him to England, 
where he had afterwards the fate of 
being hanged with his companions, as 
the sequel will show. 

As soon as the Bristol ship had left 
them, Gow and his crew began to reflect 
on their situation. They were apprehen- 
sive that, as soon as intelligence of their 
proceedings reached Portugal, some ships 
would be sent in pursuit of tiiein: they 
therefore called a kind of general council, 
in which every one gave his opinion, as 
dictated by his hopes of profit or by his 
fears. Some of them advised going to 
the coast of Guinea, and others again to 
the West Indies; but Gow proposed to 
sail to the Orkney Islands, where he said 
they might dispose of their elfects, and 
retire, and live on the produce. To in- 
duce his people to comply with this pro- 
posal, Gow represented that they were 
much in want of water, and provisions of 
every kind; that their danger would be 
great, if they continued longer on the 
high seas; and that, above all, it was 
highly necessary to repair their ship, 
which they could not do with any degree 
of safety in a southern port. He Hke- 
wise said, that if any ships should be 
despatched in quest of them, they would 
not think of searching for them in a 
northern latitude, so tliat their voyage 
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that way would he safe; and, if tlu'\-; 
would follow his directions, much booty' 
might be obtained by plundering the 
houses of the gentlemen residing near 
the sea-coast. The danger of alarming, 
the coimtry was objected to these pro- 
posals ; but Gow said, that they should 
be able to despatch all their business, 
and sail again, before such an event 
could happen. 

Apparently convinced by this reason- 
ing they steered northward,'and, entering 
a bay of one of the Orkneys, Gow assera- 
bled his crew, and instructed them what 
tale they should tell to the country people, 
to prevent suspicion; and it is probable; 
that they might, for this time, have 
escaped detection, if his instructions had: 
been literally attended to; which instruc- 
tions were, that they should say they 
were bound from Cadiz to Stockholm; 
but contrary winds driving them past 
the Sound till it was filled with ice, they 
were under the necessity of putting in to 
clean tlieir ship, and that they would pay 
ready money for such article9 as they 
stood in need of. 

It happened that a smuggling-vessel 
lay at this time in the hay: she belonged 
to the Isle of Man ; and, being laden with 
brandy and wine from France, had come 
north-about, to steer clear of the custom- 
house cuttei-s. In their present situa- 
tion, Gow thought it prudent to exchange 
goods with the commander of the vessel; 
though, in any other, he would hardly 
have been so ceremonious. A Swedish 
vessel entering the bay two days after- 
wards, Gow likewise exchanged some 
goods with the captain. 

Now it was that the ultimate fate of 
the pirates was more especially approach- 
ing; for such of the men as had been 
forced into the service began to think 
how they should effect their escape, and 
secure themselves, by becoming evidence 
against their dissolute companions. When 
the boat went ashore one evening, a young 
fellow, who had been compelled to take 
part with the pirates, got away from the 
rest of the boat's crew, and, after laying 
concealed sometime at a farm-house, hired 
a person to show him the road to Kirk- 
wall, the principal place on the islands, 
about twelve miles distant from the bay 
where the ship lay at anchor. Here 
lie applied to a magistrate, to whom he 
detailed the circumstances with which he 

bad been connected as a party ; but, 
having been forced into the service, he 
begged that he might be entitled to the 
protection of the law; the fear of death 
alone, in fact, had induced him to act with 
the pirates. Having given full informa- 
tion of what he knew of their diabolical 
proceedings, the sheriff issued his precepts 
to the constables, and other peace-officers, 
to call in the aid of the people to assist in 
bringing such villains to justice. 

About this juncture ten of Gow's men, 
who had likewise taken an involuntary 
part with the pirates, seized the long- 
boat, and, having made the main land 
of Scotland, coasted the country till they 
arrived at Edinburgh, where they were 
imprisoned on suspicion of piracy. 

Notwithstanding these alarming cir- 
cumstances, Gow was so careless of his 
safety that he did not immediately put to 
sea, but resolved to plunder the houses of 
gentlemen on the coast, to furnish himself 
with fresh provisions; in pursuance of 
which resolution, he sent his boatswain 
and ten armed men to the house of Mr. 
rioneyman, high sheriff of the county; 
and the master being absent, the servants 
opened the door without suspicion. Nine 
of the gang went into the liouse to search 
for treasure, while the tenth was left to 
guard the door. The sight of men thus 
armed occasioned the utmost terror to 
Mrs. Honeyman and her daughter, who 
shrieked with dreadful apprehensions for 
their personal safety; but the pirates, 
solely employed in the search of plunder, 
had no idea of molesting the ladies, by 
maltreatment. 

Mrs, Honeyman nmning to the door, 
saw the man who stood guard there, 
whom she asked what could be the 
meaning of the outrage? to which he 
calmly replied that they were pirates, 
and had come thither only to ransack 
the house. Recollecting that she had a 
considerable quantity of gold in a bag, 
she returned and put it in Iier lap, and 
ran by the man at the door*, who had no 
other idea but that the wish to preserve 
her life occasioned her haste. The boat- 
swain missing this part of the expected 
treasure, declared that he would destroy 
the family writings; but this being over- 
heard by Miss Honeyman, she tlirew the 
writings out of the window, and jumped 
out after them, escaping unhurt, and car- 
ried them off.    In the interim, the pirates 
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seized the linen, plate, and other valuahic 
articles, and then walked olT in triumpli 
to their boat, compelling one of the ser- 
vants to accompany them playing on the 
bagpipes. 

On the following day they weighed 
anchor; bnt on the evening of the same 
day came to anchor near another island; 
where the boatswain and several others 
weve sent on shore in search of plunder, 
which they did not succeed in obtaining. 
They, however, met two young women, 
whom tliey convoyed to the ship, where 
they detJiined them three days, treating 
them in so inhuman a manner, that one 
of them expired soon after being put on 
shore. 

(Conclusion of Chapter I.) 

HISTORY OF GEORGE GRIFFITHS- 

THIS young man received the education 
of a gentleman, was articled as clerk to 
an attorney of London, of high repute, 
and enjoyed the utmost confidence in his 
master; but a course of dissipation on his 
part speedily destroyed that confidence, 
and finally brought him to an untimely 
fate. His misfortune may prove a lesson 
to those intended for the learned profes- 
sions ; while the danger into which a 
young lady, his master's daughter, had, 
through him, nearly fallen, may be a 
caution to females against engaging their 
affections without mature reflection or the 
sanction of their parents. 

George Griffiths was born at Thetford, 
in the county of Norfolk, and was the 
son of an eminent apothecary of that 
town. On the expiration of the term of 
his clerkship, he was retained by his 
master, on a handsome salary, to manage 
his business; and he discharged his duty 
for a considerable time with the greatest 
regularity; but, having unhappily become 
acquainted with some young lawyers who 
possessed more money than discretion, he 
soon spent the little fortune which his 
father had bequeatlied to him, and also 
became indebted to several of his master's 
employers. 

During the greater part of Grifilths's 
servitude, the only daughter of his em- 
ployer had been at a boarding-school at 

'. Windsor, for the advantage of her educa- 
tion ; and now returning home, her father, 
who was uncommonly tender of her, re- 
quested that she would take his domestic 
afftiirs under her own management. 

^9 
This old gentleman being frequently 

from home, tiie business of the office was 
committed to the care of Mr. Griffiths; 
and an intimacy soon ensued between 
him and the young lady, in whose com- 
pany he spent all those evenings in which 
he had not particular engagements with 
his old associates. The consequence was, 
their acquaintance ripened into esteem, 
their esteem into love; a reciprocal decla- 
ration of wliicli soon took place, and the 
young lady considered Mr. Griffiths as 
the man who was to be her future hus- 
band. 

Some short time after these first assig- 
nations of attachment, Griffitlis was under 
the necessity of attending his master on 
the Norfolk circuit; and while he was in 
the country, lie kept up a constant corre- 
spondence with the young lady; but the 
father was totally unacquainted with all 
that had passed, and had not formed the 
least idea tliat his daughter had any kind 
of connexion with his clerk: the circum- 
stances of the affair, however, at length 
transpired, 

The daughter having gone to Windsor 
for a few days, on a visit to her former 
acquaintances, she continued to corre- 
spond with Mr. Griffiths; and on a par- 
ticular day, when Griffiths was not, at 
home, it happened that a letter was 
brought to the office, directed to this 
unfortunate man; when another clerk, 
imagining that it might be of some con- 
sequence, carried it to the master, at an 
adjacent coffee-house. It is impossible 
any language should express the surprise 
of the old gentleman, when he saw the 
name of his daughter subscribed to a let- 
ter, in which she acknowledged herself 
as the future wife of George Griffiths. 

The father knew that Griffiths had no 
fortune; but he soon found he had been 
master of sufficient art to prevail on the 
daughter to heheve that he was possessed 
of considerable projierty. He therefore 
represented to his daughter the great 
improj)riety of her conduct; in answer 
to which, she said, that Mr. Griffiths 
was a man of fortune, though he had 
hitherto carefully concealed this circum- 
stance from her father. It was not long, 
however, before a discovery was made 
which represented Mr. Griffitlis's situa- 
tion in a light equally new^ and con- 
temptible. 

His  master,  for a considerable  time 
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past, had been acting as the solicitor in 
(111 important' cause depending in Chan- 
cery ; but the determination respecting 
it had been put off, on account of Lord 
Somers being removed from the office of 
Chancellor, and the great seal given in 
commission. The solicitor had received 
immense sums while the cause was de- 
pending, which he had committed to the 
care of his clerk; but the latter, pressed 
for cash to supply his extravagance, pur- 
loined some of this money. At length 
the cause was determined, and Griffiths 
M'as called upon to account to his master 
for the money in his hands. 

Alarmed at this sudden demand, he 
knew not what course to take. He was 
already considerably in debt to different 
people, and had not a friend to whom 
he could apply for as much money as 
was deficient in his accounts; but, being 
driven to the utmost necessity, he came 
to the resolution of breaking open bis 
master's bureau, which he did while the 
family were asleep, when he stole a con- 
siderable sum of money; but as nothing 
besides money was stolen, Griffiths would 
very probably have escaped suspicion had 
he not repeated the crime. 

About this period the old gentleman 
and his daughter went to Tunbridge; 
and during their stay at that place of 
fashionable resort Griffiths procured a 
key that would unlock his employer's 
bureau, whence he again took money to 
a considerable amount. The master of 
course, on his return, missed the sum; 
but still he did not suspect Griffiths, as 
the drawer was found locked: lie, bow- 
ever, deposited his jewels in the bureau, 
and locked up his money elsewhere. 

The amorous suit of Griffiths and 
the young lady still continued, and they 
would soon have been married at the 
Fleet, but that a fatal circumstance now 
arose, which, happily for her perhaps, 
brought their connexion to a termination. 
Griffiths, possessed, as already stated, of 
a key that would open bis employer's 
bureau, being disposed to go out one 
evening and spend a cheerful hour or 
two with his old associates, during their 
absence, opened the drawer, but was dis- 
appointed as to money : finding jewels, 
however, in its stead, he stole a diamond 
ring, which he carried to a jeweller, and 
sold for 12/.; after which he went to 
spend his evening as he had intended. 
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The old lawyer came home about ten 
o'clock at night, and, casually looking 
into his drawer, found that the ring was 
gone; and, being enraged at this renewed 
robbery, he had every person in the house 
carefully searched. 

Griffiths did not return till a late bom-; 
but on the following day his employer told 
him what had happened, and requested 
that he would go to the several jewellers' 
shops, and make inquiry for the lost ring. 
Griffiths pretended obedience, and, when 
be returned, acquainted his master that 
his inquiries had been ineffectual. 

The discovery of the delinquent was 
made at last in the most singular way. 
The purchaser of the ring, who knew the 
solicitor well, though unacquainted with 
the clerk, mentioned the case of the pur- 
chase at a public room frequented by the 
most influential of the neighbourhood; 
when the solicitor, being present, begged 
a sight of the ring, which, on inspection, 
he instantly declared to be his. 

Griffiths, confessing his crimes on being 
apiJrehended, was consequently committed 
to Newgate; and on being arraigned at 
the next sessions at the Old Bailey, be 
pleaded guilty to the indictment, and sen- 
tence of death was accordingly passed. 

When Mr. Griffiths found that he bad 
nothing to hope for in the intervention of 
the royal mercy, and consequently that 
all the views with which he bad flattered 
himself, with respect to a state of wed- 
lock, were vanished, he began seriously 
to reflect on his eternal welfare, and to 
prepare himself for that state in which 
persons " neither marry nor are given in 
marriage." He very justly attributed bis 
misfortunes to the circumstance of asso- 
ciating with persons who were his supe- 
riors, in point of condition in life, as well 
as to that of making an appearance he 
was not able honestly to maintain, in 
order to secure the object of his desires, 
grounded, as he said, on pure and unal- 
terable affection. 

This ill-fated man, in the bloom and 
freshness of manhood, received the final 
award of the law at Tyburn on the 1st of 
August, 1700; but not till he bad shown 
himself a sincere penitent. 
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THE MOST NOTORIOUS PIRATES.    N''. 3. 

CAPTAIN SMITH AND OTHERS. 

CHAPTER II. 
THE abominable offence upon the persons 
of the two unfortunate women whom tlic 
pirates forced on board, detaiird at the 
close of the preceding chapter, in our last 
Number, was no sooner brought to an 
end, than they sailed to Calf Sound Island, 
with an intention of robbing the house of 
Mr. Fea, wiio bad been a school-fellow of 
Gow's. This house was the ratlier fixed 
on, because Gou- supposed that Mr, Fea 
could not have lieard of the transaction 
at Mr. Honeyman's; but in this he was 
mistaken; thougli Fea could not oppose 
the pirates on that occasion, on account 
of the indisposition of his wife. 

Mr. Fea's house was situated near the 
sea-shore: he had only six men-servants 

at home when the pirates appeared off the 
coast; and those were by no means equal 
to a contest with the plunderers. It may 
not be improper to remark, tliat the tide 
runs so high among these islands, and 
beats with such force against the rocks, 
that the navigation is frequently attended 
with great danser, 

Gow, wlio had not boats to assist in 
an emergency, and was unskilled in the 
navigation of those seas, made a blunder 
in turning into the bay of Calf Sound; 
for, standing too near the point of a small 
island, called the Calf, the vessel was in 
the utmost danger of beijig run on shore. 
This little island was merely a pasture for 
sheep belonging to Mr. Fea, who had at 
that time six hundred feeding on it. 

M 
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Gow having cast his anchor too near 
the shore, so that the wind could not 
bring him oiF, sent a boat with a letter 
to Mr. Fea, requesting that he would lend 
him another boat, to assist him in heaving 
off the ship, by carrying out another 
anchor; and assuring him he would not 
do the least injury to any individual on 
the island. 

As Gow's messenger did not see Mr. 
Fea's boat, the latter gave him an evasive 
answer; and, on the approach of night, 
ordered his servants to sink his boat, and 
hide the sails and rigging. 

While they were obeying this order, 
five of (iow's men came ashore in the 
boat, and proceeded, doubly armed, to- 
wards Mr. Fea's house; on which Fea 
advanced towards them with an assurance 
of friendship, and begged they would not 
enter the house, because his wife was 
exceedingly ill, and the idea of their 
a{)proach had greatly alarmed her; the 
sight o( them miglit probably deprive her 
of life. The boatswain replied, that they 
had no design to terrify Mrs. Fea or any 
other person ; but that the most rigorous 
treatment must be expected, if the use of 
the boat was denied them. 

Mr. Fea represented how dangerous 
it would be for him to assist them, on 
account of the reports circulated to their 
discredit; but he offered to entertain them 
at an adjacent alehouse, and they accepted 
the invitation, seeing he had no company. 
While the pirates were within drinking, 
Mr. Fea ordered his servants to destroy 
their boats, and, having done so, to call 
him hastily out of the company, and in- 
form him of it. 

These orders were strictly complied 
with; and, when he had left the pirates, 
he directed six men, well armed, to station 
themselves behind a hedge, and if they 
observed him in company with the boat- 
swain only, instantly to seize the latter; 
but if he came with the whole five despe- 
radoes, he Would walk forward, so as to 
give them an opportunity of firing upon 
them without wounding liimself. 

After giving these orders, Fea returned 
to the company, whom be invited to his 
house, on promise of their behaving peace- 
ably, and said he would make them most 
heartily welcome. They all expressed a 
readiness to attend him, in the hope of 
getting the boat; but he told them he 
would rather have the boatswain's com- 

pany only, and afterwards send for his 
companions. 

This being agreed to, the boatswain set 
forward with two brace of pistols, and, on 
arriving at the hedge where the men were 
concealed, Mr. Fea seized him by the 
collar, and the others secured him before 
he had time to make any defence. The 
boatswain called aloud for his party ; but 
Mr. Fea, forcing a handkerchief into his 
mouth, had him bound band and foot, 
and then left one of his people to guard 
him, wliile himself and the rest went back 
to the public-house. Being two doors to 
the house, they went some to one, and 
some to the other, and, rushing in at the 
same moment, made prisoners of the other 
four ere they could, have recourse to their 
tire-arms. 

Tlie five pirates, being thus in custody, 
were sent to an adjacent village, where 
they were separately confined; and in the 
interim Mr. Fea sent messengers round 
the island, to acquaint the inhabitants 
of the events which had transpired; to 
desire them to haul their boats on the 
beach, that the pirates should not swim 
to them and steal them; and to suggest 
the propriety of not rowing within reach 
of the pirates' guns. 

On the following day the wind shifted 
to tlie north-west and blew bard, on which 
the pirates conceived hopes of getting out 
to sea; but the man employed to cut the 
cable missing some of his strokes, the 
ship's way was checked, when she turned 
round and, the cable parting, drove upon 
Calf Island with great violence. 

Reduced to this dilemma, without even 
a boat to assist hi getting off the ship, 
Gow hung out a white flag, as an inti- 
mation that he was willing to treat oi! 
friendly terms; but Mr. Fea, having now 
little doubt of securing the whole gang, 
wrote to Gow, informing him that he had 
been compelled to make prisoners of his 
men on account of their insolent hehar 
viour. He likewise told him, that, as the 
whole country was alarmed, the most pro- 
bable chance of securing his own person 
would bo in surrendering and becoming 
an evidence against his accomplices. 

Four armed men, m an open boat, con- 
veyed this letter to Gow, who sent, for 
answer, that he would give goods to the 
value of a thousand pounds to be assisted 
in his escape; but if this proposition met 
with a refusal, lie would set fire to the 
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sliip rather than become a prisoner. He 
even said he would trust to the mercy of 
the waves, if Mr. Fea would indulge him 
with a boat. 

On reading this letter, Fea determined 
upon persuading him to submit, and for 
that purpose took four men well armed, 
In a boat, and rowed towards the sliip; 
but previously placed a man with a flag 
in bis hand at the top of bis bouse, to 
make such signals as might be proper to 
prevent his falling a sacrifice to any arti- 
fice of the pirates. 

The instructions given to the servant 
were, that he should wave the flag once 
if he saw one of the pirates swim towards ' 
the shore; but if be beheld three or four, 
or more, doing so, he should wave it con- 
stantly till his master got out of danger. 
Mr. Fea, rowing forward, spoke through 
a trumpet, inviting Gow to come on shore 
and speak with him, which the latter said 
lie would do; when Fea lay to, waiting 
for him. A man was now seen swim- 
ming from the ship, with a white flag in 
bis band; on which the man on the house 
waved bis flag: presently the one on the 
look out was seen to wave his flag repeat- 
edly, which caused Mr. Fea to retire; and 
five other pirates, who had begun to swim 
towards the boat, returned to the ship on 
discovering that the persons treating with 
them were aware of their design. 

The first pirate, who carried a white 
flag, now reachrd a corner of the island, 
and saluted Mr. Fea, informing him that 
" the captain had sent bim a bottle of 
brandy." Mr. Fea replied, that he hoped 
XQ see Gow hanged, and that he was very 
much inclined to shoot the messenger for 
his insolence; on which t!ie fellow set oft' 
with the utmost precipitation. 

Soon after this, Gow sent a bumble 
letter to Mrs. Fea, imploring the favour 
of her interference in his behalf; and not- 
withstanding her refusal to comply with 
his request, he resolved upon going on 
shore. He took a white flag in his hand, 
and on gaining the island made a signal 
for a parley; on which Mr. Fea sent an 
armed party to capture hi'm whether alive 
or dead. 

On the party coming up to Gow, be 
insisted upon one of them being left with 
bim as a hostage. This circumstance was 
observed by Mr. Fea, from the windows 
of his house, and he instantly sailed over 
to the island on which Gow had landed, 

and reprimanded his people for delivering 
the hostage, promptly telling (Jow be was 
his prisoner; to wiiicb the other replied, 
that could not be, since a hostage had 
been delivered for bim, 

Mr. Fea said, be issued no orders for 
such a line of proceeding, and the man, 
therefore, who bad foolishly engaged him- 
self as hostage must submit to the conse- 
quence ; but be advised Gow, if he wished 
to benefit himself, to make signal that the 
man might obtain his liberty. This Gow 
refused to do; on which Mr, Fea made 
signals that deceived the pirates, two of 
whom came on shore with the man, and 
were taken info custody. Gow was now 
disarmed of his sword, and made prisom^i', 
after begging to be shot with the sword in 
his possession. 

The leader of the gang being seured, 
Mr. Fea bad recourse to farther stratagem 
to get all the rest into his power, by com- 
pelling Gow to make signals for some of 
them to come on shore, which they very 
readily attended to; those who ventured 
being apprehended by men concealed to 
take them as tJiey arrived, 

Mr. Fea now intimated to Gow that he 
would let him have a boat to escape, if he 
would send for his carpenter to repair it, 
who might bring two or three hands to 
assist him. Gow complied; so that the 
men came off" to the number applied for, 
and were severally seized. More people 
being yet on board, Mr. Fea's object was 
to get tbem all into his power; for which 
purpose be directed some of bis attendants 
to provide themselves with some tools and 
material, and make a pretence of repair- 
ing the boat; and while this was doing 
he told Gow to send for bis men, as he 
must have possession of the ship before 
giving up the boat. 

The pirates, on receiving their captain's 
orders to come on shore, were doubtful 
how to act; but, after a short debate, 
sharing what money they possessed, they 
came on shore and were all taken into 
custod)'. 

Thus, by an equal exertion of courage 
and dexterity on the part of Mr. Fea, the 
whole of these dangerous characters were 
secured, twenty-eight in number, without 
a single man being killed or wounded; 
and only with the aid of a few country- 
men ; a force which one would, without 
hesitation, have pronounced incompetent 
to the task. 
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When all tlie prisoners were properly 
secured, Mr. Fea sent an express off to 
Edinburgh, requesting that fit persons 
might be despatched to remove them to 
that city; and in the interim Mr. Fea 
took an inventory of all the effects in the , 
ship, which he gave up to the government I 
for appropriation according to whatever | 
directions they might issue. 

Six articles, for the regulation of the 
ship's company, drawn up, it was conjec- 
tured, while they were entangled among 
the rocks off the Orkneys, were found on 
board: they were written by Gow, and 
were no doubt hastily drawn up, being 
the result of the distressed situation in 
which they had been suddenly and indeed 
fatally placed. A copy of these articles 
is subjoined. 

I. That every man shall obey his com- 
mander in all respects, as if the ship were 
his own, and as if he received monthly 

II. That no man shall give or dispose 
of the ship's provisions; but every one 
shall have an equal share. 

III. That no man shall open or declare 
to any person or persons who they are, 
or what designs they are upon ; and any 
persons so offending shall be punished 
with immediate death. 

IV. That no man shall go on shore till 
the ship is off the ground, and in readi- 
ness to put to sea. 

V. That every man shall keep his watch 
night and day; and at the hour of eight 
i-n the evening every one shall retire from 
gaming and drinking, in order to attend 
his respective station. 

VI. That every person who shall offend 
against any of these articles shall be 
punished with death, or in such other 
manner as the ship's company shall think 
proper. j 

On the express from Mr. Fea arriving, 
at Edinburgh, another was despatched, j 
with all expedition, to London, to learn' 
the royal will and pleasure respecting the 
disposal of the pirates; and the answer 
brought was, that the Lord Justice Clerk 
should immediately send them to London, 
in order to their being tried by a court of; 
admiralty, to be especially convened for 
that purpose. 

These orders no sooner reached Edin- 
burgh than a guard of soldiers was sent 
to fetch them to that city; whence they 
were put on board the Greyhound frigate, 

which immediately sailed for the Thames, 
in accordance with the instmctions which 
had been issued respecting the course to 
be pursued. 

At length the piratea arrived in the 
river, and a detacliment of the Guards, 
from the Tower, attended their landing, 
and conducted them to the Marshalsea 
prison, where they met their old lieute- 
nant, Wilhams, whom they had so cheer- 
fully wished a good voyage to the gallows; 
a destination to which they little thought, 
at the time of expressing such wish, some 
of themselves were as rapidly hastening 
as their hell-black companion was, who 
had been conveyed to England by the 
man of war that received him from the 
Bristol captain, at Lisbon, as mentioned 
in the former part of our narrative. This 
fellow, in pure keeping with his character, 
though certain that nothing could save 
him from the ignominious end to which 
his demerits entitled him, took excessive 
delight, feeding his malignant breast, at 
seeing his inif^uitous comrades in like cir- 
cumstances of peril and disgrace, though 
disgrace it were not to one grown callous 
in the conceit and practice of crimes in 
the lowest depths of villany. 

A commission was now made out for 
the trial of this gang of pirates, including 
Williams; and soon after their commit- 
ment each of them underwent a separate 
examination before the sitting judge of 
the Admiralty Court, Doctors' Commons; 
when five, who were considered to be less 
criminal than their colleagues, were par- 
doned, for the purpose of being admitted 
evidence. 

Being removed from the Marshalsea to 
Newgate, their trials came on at the Old 
Bailey, and Gow, Williams, and six others 
were convicted and sentenced to death; 
while all the rest were acquitted, from a 
firm belief that circumstances wliich they 
could not set aside had compelled them 
to co-operate with the pirates. 

The behaviour of Gow, from the time 
of his committal, was reserved and morose. 
He considered himself a certain victim to 
the justice of the laws, entertaining no 
hope of being admitted an evidence for 
the prosecution, as Mr. Fea had hinted to 
him he should be. When brought to trial 
he refused to plead; in consequence of 
which he was sentenced to be pressed to 
death, according to the custom of the day. 
His reason for refusing to plead was, that 
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he had an estate, and he was anxious it 
should descend to his kin in succession; 
whicli would liave been the case had he 
died under pressure for contumacy. But 
when this punishment was about to he 
carried into effect, all the necessary pre- 
parations having been completed, except 
fixing the victim, he begged permission 
to return to the court to plead; to which 
tlie judge, on receiving an intimation of 
his wish, wilhngiy consented. The cul- 
prit was consequently convicted, as pre- 
viously stated, and sentenced to death. 
Prior to his execution he was visited by 
some Presbyterian ministers, who laboured 
to convince him of the enormity of his 
guilt; but. he seemed deaf to all their 
admonitions and exhortations, however 
ardent or pathetic. 

Williams's depravity of mind, to the 
last, exceeds all powers of description. 
He appeared equally insensible to t)ie 
hope of joys above, or the dread of woes 
beneath; and it was his continual boast 
while incarcerated, that he was alway: 
advising " the fool, Gnw, to tie the 
prisoners back to back, and throw them 
into the sea, that they might never he 
able to split upon them." 

The day of final retribution at length 
arrived; Grow, Williams, and the six who 
had been condemned with them, forfeited 
their lives at Execution Dock on the 11th 
of August, 1729; whence the bodies were 
conveyed a short distance down the river, 
and hung in chains. 

At the execution a remarkable circum- 
stance happened to Gow, through what 
may be considered the kindness of his 
friends; who, anxious to put him out of 
pain, pulled his legs so forcibly that the 
rope broke, and he dropped down; on; 
which he was again taken up to the gib- 
bet, and the awful scene soon carried him 
beyond the influence of the things which 
jjerish- 

Shall the warning in the tragic end 
of these delinquents, of Gow more par- 
ticularly, be given in vain? Forbid it, 
every virtue, which can alone make life 
a blessing, and be productive of mutual 
sympathy, and kindred enjoyments, and 
social happiness. Enough, it may be pre- 
sumed, has been detailed in the foregoing 
narrative, to convince us that Gow, at 
least, from the decent education he had, 
and the ability he displayed, might have 
been a valuable merahcr of society iii Ids 

85 
day and generation, had his energies been 
directed in the paths of rectitude. From 
his friglitfu! end may every reader of hia 
criminal actions and ultimate judgment 
be happily preserved, by a constant feel- 
ing of disgust and loathing at the base 
deeds unfolded in his example; knowing 
that "as they sow, so shall they reap." 

Slavery in England! 
The Factory System.    N° 1. 

PROSPECT OF A PERPlvTUATION OF THE 
EVILS, ETC. 

{FroiT" the Christian Advocate of May 2, 1S36.) 

THE great struggle will soon come on, 
but will not soon bo over. A few days, 
however, will decide how far the present 
Parliament is either able or willing to 
legislate for the children of the poor— 
at least so far as to secure them, for a 
few years, from the murderous conse- 
quences of a system wliich has been 
shown to be more destructive to human 
life, than any other curse that has hitherto 
fallen upon tlie human race. We are too 
far pressed by the urgent circumstances 
of the case, to enter upon anything like 
an outline of the history of the origin and 
progress of the Factory Economy in this 
country, where it has established itself 
in greater power, and exerts a more 
extended sway over the freedom—the 
happiness—the very life of hundreds of 
thousands, than many of the most ancient 
and despotic sovereignties of Europe ever 
attained, or were ever known to exercise 
upon the most abject of their vassals. 
We blush for ourselves—we burn with 
shame for the land of our fathers—we 
ai"e well nigh ready to forswear our very 
manhood, when we are driven to acknow- 
ledge it to be a fact, that the assembled 
Senate of this illustrious nation of free- 
men and of Christians, is about to deli- 
berate upon the advantages of consigning 
little children to a pestilential drudgery 
of FIFTEEN HOURS A-DAY.     YcS, the proud 
Parliament of England is going to inves- 
tigate again, and again decree, the ex- 
treme extremity of endurance to which 
the tender limbs of our juvenile popula- 
tion can be inured, without dropping down 
dead on the spot, and thereby rendering 
it necessary to summon a coroner's in- 
quest upon the corpse of the murdered 
victim. Ffftee7t hours out of the twenty- 
four ill dry dead work, with the time 
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required to recruit exhausted nature, is 
tlio award for tlic poor children of English- 
men in the Bill already read a first time, 
and set down for its second reading on 
Friday next. Negro slavery has been 
abolished in our colonies, because the 
people of England could not bear the 
thought of so revolting and remote an 
infringement upon the rights and liberties 
of man; but this selfsame people — these 
most ardent and enthusiastic abohtionists 
of slavery abroad, are now found to be 
the most inveterate and implacably reso^ 
lute and determined abettors of an incom- 
parably more destructive and detestable 
slavery at home. Tliese very men are 
holding—and say they must hold, and 
will hold — the bodies of their work- 
children (what a word to become a part 
of the English language!) in a wretcjied 
and disgusting bondage, which leaves 
them no hope at all of ever arriving at 
a healthy and happy manhood. They 
have got them within their unhallowed 
grasps, and have made up their minds to 
keep them there, in spite of the most 
imdeniable evidence of the wholesale 
sacrifice of life which is the result of this 
bloody and reckless selfishness! Evi- 
dence, did we say? Why, there is now 
in the Home Office a mountain heap of 
testimony in proof of the cannibalism of 
the factory system—more than enough to 
hand over its upholders and abettors to 
the lasting execration, if not to the infu- 
riate vengeance, of the most deeply in- 
jured and insulted populace in the world. 
These documents ought to he laid upon 
the table of the House of Commons with- 
out further loss of time. Justice sternly 
calls for them, and will not be appeased 
until they be brought forward, and the 
sad truths they tell he borne by the winds 
of heaven to the very ends of the earth. 
It is too bad to do these things, and say 
they are not done at all—to mock the 
wretches who groan under their heavy 
burdens, and deceive the public who look 
on, by asserting again and again what 
they know to be a barefaced lie, that this 
employment is a healthy one, that the 
people engaged in it are satisfied with 
their situation, and that the mean dura- 
tion of life in factory districts is greater 
than in the agricultural counties. We 
know the men we have to deal with so 
well, that We shall not be surprised to see 
& pelting shower of affidavits, declara- 

tions, and certificates from all sorts of 
surgeons, parsons, parish officers, and 
other accessible individuals, in support of 
the present system, by which so many 
millions can easily be made, by the trifling 
immolation of perhaps as many thousand 
superfluous little children. Should this 
be the case, we give these bloody butchers 
timely warning that we are fully ready 
for them. What they have done, and 
what they are about to do, shall be held 
up before the sun ; and the name of every 
one of them shall be sent to the neigh- 
bourhood whence they have come up to 
accomplish their base purposes, and whi- 
ther they will go back to perpetrate in 
detail what they hope to have thus gua- 
ranteed to them by law. These things 
shall no longer be done in a corner, or lie 
concealed by the darkness that has been 
drawn around them. If men,women, and 
children are to shave an indiscriminate 
destruction, the trumpet shall be sounded, 
and the nation shall be summoned to the 
sacrifice. We shall then know—and other 
countries will know—the offering we have 
religiously vowed and rigorously paid to 
the STEAM GOD, before whom we bow the 
head in token of our hearty homage. We 
will never suffer one FACT to remain un- 
known, or by any artifice to be prevented, 
or by negligence to be forgotten. Let 
everything else be buried in oblivion, 
never more to be made the subject of 
controversy between us. But we never 
can—and we never will—forget that we 
have now the dying seal of Sadler, " that 
all is true"—" that factor?/ labour does, 
of a truth, caiise as many to die UNDER 
TWENTY    YEARS    OF   AGE,    OS,   Without   itS 
labour^ would die UNDER FORTY YEARS OP 
AGE! !!" Let this one fact be kept before 
the mind, and we will waive all other wit- 
nesses, and withdraw their corroborative 
evidence, valuable and important though 
it he. All that has been adduced on the 
part of friends, or extorted from enemies, 
can be dispensed with; the varied evi- 
dence of mill-owners, factory-work era, 
doctors, clergymen, school-masters, or of 
any other persons or parties, shall slum- 
ber—at least for us; we will not awaken 
it: but we will not cease to ring in the 
ears of the Government, Parliament, the 
country, and the whole civilised world, 
that the steam-engine, whilst, by his own 
worshipers, he is declared to be the sal- 
vation of this empire, is now proved to 
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be adding such strength to the shoulders, 
arms, and sinews of DEATH, as to enable 
him to move Iiis scythe, in factory dis- 
tricts, in double quick time. Can this — 
ought this—to he forgotten,? We will 
say no more of the crime and misery— 
the drunkenness and prostitution — the 
poverty and want induced by the unre- 
stricted powers of the STEAM GOD : we 
will say no more of the statement made 
by Mr. Poor-law Commissioner Kay, the 
apologist of this very factory system, 
that " more than one half of the inhabit- 
ants of Manchester are either so destitute 
or so degraded as to require the assist- 
ance of public charity in bringing their 
offspring into the world;" but we will 
not conceal the fact mentioned by this 
selfsame Mr. Kay, that "MOKE than ONF. 
HALF of the children of the poor in Man- 
chester DIE before they have completed 
their FIFTH year!" Let this statement 
of the appointed apologist of this state 
of things be set side by side with the 
truth which the immortal Sadler—the 
martyred Sadler—^just lived long enough 
to establish, and to leave as a legacy to 
his deluded and ungrateful countrymen: 
" MORE persons hfcve  died before their 
TWENTIETH YEAR, WHERE THE FACTORY 

SYSTEM EXTENSIVELY PREVAILS, THAN 

BEFORE THEIR TWENTIETH TEAR ELSE- 

WHERE." 

THE REV. THOMAS HUNTER. 
WE deeply regret that an opportunity is 
given of bringing before the reader a 
murderer, in a character which ever 
should be held most sacred. A crime 
more premeditated, and more fraught 
with cruelty, never, perhaps, stained the 
annals of history. Ambition has often 
impelled tyrants to shed innocent blood; 
revenge has stimulated men to kill each 
other; jealousy with *' jaundiced eye " 
destroys the object of its love; but that 
we should have to record the fact of a 
tutor, who ministered in holy things, 
premeditatedly murdering his pupils— 
the sons of his benefactor! is woful in 
the extreme. When we add, too, that 
this most miserable sinner expiated his 
offence in avowing himself an Atheist, 
we amve at once at the very depth of 
human depravity. 

This monster was born in the county 
I of Fife, in Scotland, and was the son of a 
I rich farmer, who sent him to the Univer- 

sity of St. Andrew for education. When 
he had acquired a sufficient share of clas- 
sical learning, he was admitted to tlie 
degree of Master of Arts; and he began 
to prosecute his studies in divinity with 
no ordinary success. 

It is connnon for the younger clergy- 
men to act as tutors to wealthy and dis- 
tinguished families, till a proper period 
arrives for their entering into orders, 
which they never do till they obtain a 
benefice; and while in this rank of life 
they bear the name of chaplains. In this 
station Hunter lived about two years, in 
the house of Mr. Gordon, a very eminent 
merchant, and one of the bailies of Edin- 
burgh, a rank equal to that of alderman 
of London. Mr. Gordon's family con- 
sisted of himself, his lady, his two sons, a 
daughter, a young woman who attended 
Mrs. Gordon and her daughter, the male- 
factor in question, some clerks, and me- 
nials. To the care of Hunter was com- 
mitted the education of the two sons, and 
for a considerable time lie discharged his 
duty ill a manner highly satisfactory to 
the parents, who considered him as a 
young man of a superior genius and an 
enlarged goodness of heart. 

Unfortunately a connexion took place 
between Hunter and the young woman 
whicli soon increased to criminality, in 
which they indulged themselves for a 
considerable time without the knowledge 
of the family. One day, however, when 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon were on a visit, 
Hunter and the girl met in their chamber 
as usual; and, they having been so incau- 
tious as not to make the door fast, the 
children went into the room, and found 
them in such a situation as could not 
admit of any doubt of the nature of their 
intercourse. No suspicion was enter- 
tained that these children would mention 
the affair, the eldest boy being not quite 
ten years of age; but when at supper with 
their parents, they disclosed so much as 
left no room to doubt of what had passed. 
The female was consequently directed to 
quit tlie house on the following day; but 
Hunter was continued in the family, after 
making a proper apology for the crime of 
which he had been guilty, attributing it 
to tlie thoughtlessness of youth, and pro- 
mising never to ofTend in the same way 
again. From this period he entertained 
the most inveterate hatred towards all the 
children, on whom he determined in his 
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own mind to wreak his utmost vengeance. 
Nothing less than murder was bis inten- 
tion ; but it was a long time after be had 
formed bis horrid design before be had 
an opportunity of carrying it into execu- 
tion. Whenever it was a fine day, he 
was accustomed to walk into the fields 
with his pupils an hour before dinner; 
and in these excursions the young lady 
generally attended her brothers. At the 
period immediately preceding tlie com- 
mission of the fatal act, Mr. Gordon and . 
his family were at their country retreat, 
near Edinburgh ; and having received an 
invitation to dine in that city, he and bis 
hidv proposed to go thither about the 
time Hunter usually took his noontide 
walk with the children. Mrs. Gordon 
was verv anxious for all the children to 
accompany them on this visit; but this 
was strenuously opposed by her husband, 
who would consent that the little girl 
only should accompany them. By this 
circumstance Hunter's intention of mur- 
dering the three children was frustrated; 
but he held the resolution of destroying 
the bovs while they were yet in his power; 
and with this view he took them into the 
fields, and sat down as if to repose him- 
self on the grass, when he prepared bis 
knife to put a period to the lives of the 
children, at the very moment they were 
busied in catching butterflies and gather- 
ing wild-flowers. Having called the lads 
to him, be first reprimanded tbem for 
acquainting their fatlier and mother witli 
the scene between him and the late female 
attendant which they bad witnessed, and 
then said he would kill them. They fled, 
afli'ighted; but he soon overtook tbem, 
and accomplished his hellish purpose by 
cutting their throats. 

These horrid deeds were committed 
within half a mile of the castle of Edin- 
burgh; and as they were perpetrated in 
the middle of the day, and in the open 
fields, it would have been very wonderful 
indeed, if the murderer bad not been 
directly taken into custody. At the very 
time, a gentleman was walking on the 
Castle-hill of Edinburgh, who bad a tole- 
rably perfect view of what passed; and 
alarmed by the incident, be called some 
people, who ran with him to the place 
where the children were lying dead; on 
which Hunter advanced towards a river, 
with the view of drowning himself Those 
who pursued came up with him just 

be reached the brink of the river; and 
bis person being instantly recognised, a 
messenger was forthwith despatched to 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon. 

According to an old Scottish law it was 
decreed, that " if a murderer should be 
taken with the blood of the murdered 
person on his clothes, be sliould be pro- 
secuted in the Sheriff"s Court, and exe- 
cuted within three days after the com- 
mission of the fact." It was not common 
to execute this sentence with rigour; but 
this offender's crime was of so aggravated 
a nature, that it was not thought proper 
to remit anything of the utmost severity 
of the law; and the prisoner was there- 
fore committed to the gaol, and chained 
down to the floor all night. On the fol- 
lowing day, the sheriff issued his precept 
for the jury to meet; and, in consequence 
of their verdict. Hunter was brought to 
his trial, when he pleaded guilty; and 
added to the offence be had already com- 
mitted the horrid crime of declaring, that 
he lamented only the not having mur- 
dered the daughter as well as the sons ! 

The sheriff now passed tlie sentence— 
that " on the succeeding day he should 
be executed on a gibbet, erected for that 
pui-pose on the spot where he bad com- 
mitted the murders, but that, previous to 
bis execution, bis right band should be 
cut off with a Iiatchet, near the wrist; 
that then be should be drawn up to the 
gibbet by a rope, and, when he was dead, 
hiing in chains between Edinburgh and 
Leitli, the knife witli which he committed 
the murders being stuck through his liand, 
which should be advanced over his bead, 
and both fixed to the top of the gibbet." 

In strict conformity with the above 
sentence, the Reverend Thomas Hunter 
was executed on the 22d of August, 1700. 
But to accommodate the feelings of Mr. 
Gordon, the body was afterwards removed 
to the skirts of a small village near Edin- 
burgh, named Broughton. 

Horrid to relate. Hunter closed bis hfe 
with a declaration that " There is na 
God—I do not believe that there is any; 
or if there is, I hold bim in defiance." 
Yet this infidel had professed himself a 
minister of the Gospel! 
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THE MOST NOTORIOUS PIRATES.    N". i. 

PHILIP ROCHE. 

THE tale of tins monster of iniquity is 
soon told: liia career was short, or com- 
paratively so; but the deeds of tlarkiieas 
in which he revelled with intense hardi- 
hood and zest were of a description 
awfully sanguinary and diabolical, out- 
stripping those even of many tremendous 
delinquents who have practised their 
atrocities for much longer periods. 'J'he 
mind would fain forget such abomina- 
tions; but it reverts to them, without 
ceremony, as if ctmvinced of their com- 
mission against the will; scarcely credit- 
ing the dreadful reality, being of so deep 
a hue and so malignant an aspect, and 
yet assured it is no fiction, though there 
bo a hankering hope it were no other. 
But we have already expressed an ophiiou 

of those who become either highwaymen 
or pirates, which may he considered syno- 
nymous—the one being robbers and nmr- 
derers on the highways, though murder 
may not be adopted till they find it neces- 
sary to remove any obstacle in the prose- 
cution of their designs; and the other, 
robbers and murderers on the high seas: 
we have recorded an opinion that among 
sucli classes of criminals will be found 
every sliade or tint of every species of 
viilanous delinquency concentred in one 
breast; and the few characters in each 
department which we have already intro- 
duced to the notice of our readers, give 
incontrovertible proof of the correctness 
of the same; while the present subject 
will still farther elucidate it. 

•N 
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The bedevilled monster named Philip 

Roche was a native of Ireland, who, hav- 
ing been brought up to a seafaring life, 
served for a considerable time on board 
some coasting vessels, and then sailed to 
Barbadoes in a West Indiaman. He 
endeavoured while abroad to procure a 
Bituation as clerk to a factor; but, failing 
in this, be again went to sea, advanced 
to the rank of first mate. 

He now became acquainted with a fish- 
erman named Neale, who suggested to 
him that large sums of money might be 
acquired by insuring ships, and then hav- 
ing them sunk to defraud the insurance. 
Roche was sufficiently hardened in his 
nature to listen to this infamous intima- 
tion with a warmth of attention, such as 
induced him to entertain a hope of meet- 
ing with a favourable opportunity of car- 
rying it into practice; and gaining the 
friendship of a gentleman who had a ship 
bound to Cape Breton, he got a station 
on board next in command to the captain, 
who, having a high opinion of him, gave 
ap the ship's management to him, direct- 
ing the seaoien to obey his orders. 

The idea of sinking tlie ship, which 
Roche had previously contemplated, was 
now apparently abandoned; but the de- 
linquent performed the leading part in a 
tragedy of the fuulest degree, having five 
other Irishmen, whom he had brought on 
board the ship with him, to assist him. 
They had been only a few days at sea, 
when one night, the captain and most of 
the crew being asleep, Roche gave orders 
to two of the seamen to furl the sails, 
which they immediately did; and the 
poor fellows no sooner descended to tlie 
deck, than Roche and liis hellish asso- 
ciates murdered them and threw them 
overboard. At this instant, a man and a 
hoy, at the yard-arm, observing Uie trans- 
actions, and dreading a similar fate, luir- 
ried towards the topmast-head, when one 
of the Irishmen, named Cullen, followed 
therrij and, seizing the boy, threw him 
into tlie sea. The man, thinking to effect 
at least an escape for the present, re- 
turned to the main deck, when Roche, 
laying violent hands upon him, murdered 
him and cast him overboard, so that none 
of the dead bodies remained to become 
stumbling-bl oc ks. 

The noise occasioned by these proceed- 
ings alarming the sailors below, they hiir' 
ried up with all possible haste; but they 

were severally murdered as they reached 
the deck, being first knocked on the lisad 
and then precipitated into the sea. At 
length the master and mate came on 
the quarter-deck, when Roche and his 
atrocious coadjutors seized them, tied 
them back to back, and committed them 
in this manner to the restless waters of 
the deep. 

These execrable murders being perpe- 
trated, the bloody butchers ransacked the 
chests of their victims, and then sat down 
to a debauch of wines and spirits; during 
which they determined upon commencing 
pirates, and Roche was chosen as the 
captain, in reward for his tuperior vil- 
lany! 

They had intended to have sailed up 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence; but as they 
were within a few days' sail of the British 
Channel when their appalling tragedy was 
enacted, finding themselves short of pro- 
visions, they put into Portsmouth, and 
painted the vessel afresh, having given 
her a fictitious name; after which they 
sailed for Rotterdam. At this city they 
disposed of their cargo, and took in a 
fresh one; which, from their being sup- 
posed to be honourable characters, com- 
prised extensive property belonging to an 
English gentleman named Anitesley, who 
took his passage with them for the port 
of London; but the villains threw this 
unfortunate gentleman overboard when 
they had been only one day at sea. 

Upon the ship arriving in the river 
Thames, the friends of Mr. Annesley pro- 
ceeded on board and made inquiries after 
him, in consequence of his having sent 
letters to England, describing the ship 
in which he was about to embark; but 
Roche denied having any knowledge of 
the gentleman, and even disclaimed hia 
own name. Notwithstanding his confi- 
dent assertions, however, it was rightly 
presumed who he was; and a letter he 
had sent to his wife having been stopped, 
he was taken into custody. 

When carried before the secretary of 
state for examination, he averred that he 
was not Philip Roche; he knew no per- 
son of that name. The intercepted letter 
was consequently shown him, and he in- 
stantly confessed his crimes; upon which 
he was committed for trial at the next 
Admiralty sessions. 

It was intimated to Roche, that he 
might expect a pardon if he would only 
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impeach three persons who were more 
culpable than himself, 30 that they might 
be prosecuted to conviction; but not be- 
ing able to do this, he was brought to 
trial, and found guilty; on which judg- 
ment of death was passed upon him in 
the usual form, the culprit being appa- 
rently much affected- 

After conviction, he professed to be of 
the Roman Catholic faith ; but he was no 
bigot to that religion, since his devotions 
were according to the Protestant form. 
He was hanged at Execution Dock on 
the 5th of August, 1723, but was so ill at 
the time that he could not make a public 
declaration of his penitence, or of his 
abhorrence of the crimes for which he 
felt he justly suffered. 

GAMBLING MURDERS IN AMERICA. 

OF all the towns in the Southern States, I 
know none so uncomfortable as Montgo- 
mery ; its exterior has nothing to induce 
a stranger to stay there, and the manners 
of the inhabitants betoken the lowest state 
of civilization. The life of man has very 
little value in this lately erected place: 
the mixed composition of the population 
gives rise to many frightful deeds, wiiich 
in other towns would be severely punished 
by the authorities, but are here perpe- 
trated without any ultimate serious conse- 
quences. A few days before my arrival, 
a misunderstanding had taken place be- 
tween two gamblers. One of the parties 
attacked the other in the middle of the 
street, and wounded him very danger- 
ously : the adversary, prepared for the 
aggression, drew his poniard, and pierced 
the lieart of his opponent. Both expired 
amidst the struggle, clasped in each 
other's arms. Their friends lost no time 
in applying for redress to the authorities 
of the town, and appealed to the protec- 
tion of the laws in similar cases; but they 
were answered, that gamblers were not 
within the pale of the law, and that as 
long as murders were exclusively com- 
mitted upon persons of that class, without 
disturbing any of the peaceable inhabitr 
ants of the city, the assassins were at 
liberty to use their poniards or any other 
weapons. From that hour tliere were no 
bounds to scenes of blood and vengeance,: 
every day added to the catalogue of mur- 
ders in Alabama. Any man is considered 
imprudent who docs not continually carry 

a dagger about him, to fight for his life 
at any moment. 

The above description of the state of 
society in so important a place as Mont- 
gomery, is extracted from " The United 
States and Canada, in 1832-3-4." It is 
certainly a matter of the deepest regret, 
that the object of the law authorities, 
which was evidently to exterminate gam- 
bling in their province, should have been 
so seriously frustrated. But it is a proof 
that extreme severity is counter-operative. 

RUSSIAN FUNERAL CEREMONIES, 

As soon as a Russian dies, the corpse 
is immediately washed with lukewarm 
water; the members of the body are all 
placed in their natural position, the eye- 
lids and lips carefully closed, his best 
wearing-apparel is put on, and the hody 
is placed upon a bier, in an empty room, 
among the rich—and below the sacred 
pictures,, in the huts of the poor. The 
Psalms are read over it night and day; 
until it is removed to the church on the 
day of interment, accompanied by the 
clergy, carrying pictures of the saints in 
their hands, and by the nearest friends, 
and a chorus of singers, who chant Psalms 
as the procession moves slowly along the 
streets. At the church, the burial-service, 
some parts of which are most pathetic 
and beautiful, is read over the body; after 
which, the relatives and friends embrace 
the corpse, and, asking forgiveness (as 
they express themselves), take their last 
farewell. During the whole ceremony 
and service in the church, the counte- 
nance is uncovered, and the head deco- 
rated with a crown made of gilt paper, 
or some more costly material, according 
to the condition of the deceased. At 
the shutting of the coffin, that which 
has been ridiculously styled the passport, 
after being read over the coi-pse by the 
oiiiciating priest, is put into tlie hand of 
the deceased. It consists of a form of 
absolution, the conclusion of which is 
highly characteristic. " And on account 
of the weakness of nature, may his sins 
be cast into oblivion, and all forgiven 
him for the sake of his love to man, and 
through the prayers of our most holy and 
blessed Queen, Mother of God, and im- 
maculate Virgin Mary, the holy, glorious, 
and ever-to-be-praised Apostles, and all 
saints.    Amen!—Price 20 hopiks." 
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HISTORY OF RICHARD NOBLE. 

WE forbear a lengthened comment upon 
that part of this shocking transaction 
whicli relates to the female sex; happy, 
indeed, should we be, if our duty per- 
mitted us to consign it to oblivion, were 
it possible. 

Richard Noble, who was an attorney- 
at-law, was the paramour of Mrs. Sayer, 
wife of John Sayer, Esq., who was lord 
of the manor of Biddlesden, in Bucking- 
hamshire, and possessed of ]000^. a-year. 
Mr. Sayer does not appear to have been 
a man of any great abilities; but he was 
remarkable for his good nature and his 
inoffensive disposition. Mrs. Sayer, to 
whom he was married in 1699, was the 
daughter of Admiral Nevil, a woman of 
an agreeable person and brilliant wit; 
but of such an abandoned character as 
to have been a disgrace to her sex. Soon 
after Mr. Bayer's wedding. Colonel Salis- 
bury married the young lady's mother, 
who had become a widow; but there was 
such a vicious similarity in the conduct 
of the mother and daughter, that the two 
husbands had early occasion to be dis- 
gusted with the objects of their choice. 
Mr. Sayer's nuptials had not been cele- 
brated many days before the bride took 
the liberty of kicking him, and hinted 
that she would procure a lover more 
agreeable to her mind. Sayer, who was 
distractedly fond of her, bore this treat- 
ment with patience; and at the end of a 
twelvemonth she presented him a daugh- 
ter, which soon died; but he became still 
more fond of her after she had made him 
a father, and was continually loading her 
with presents. Mr. Sayer now took a 
house in Lisle Street, Leicester Fields, 
kept a coach, and did everything wliich 
he thought might gratify his wife : but 
her unliappy disposition was the occasion 
of temporary separations. At times, how- 
ever, s le behaved with more complaisance 
to her hu.sband, who had, after a while, 
the honour of being deemed father of] 
another child of which she was delivered; 
and subsequent to this circumstance she 
indulged herself in still greater liberties 
than before; her mother, who was almost 
constantly with her, encouraging her in 
this shameful conduct. At length a 
scheme was concerted, which would pro- 
bably have ended in the destruction of 
Mr. Sayer, and Colonel Salisbury, if it 
had not been happily prevented by the 

prudence and foresight of the latter. The 
colonel taking an opportunity to represent 
to Mrs. Sayer the ill consequences that 
must attend her infidelity to her husband, 
she immediately attacked him with the 
most outrageous language, and insulted 
him to that degree that he threw the 
remainder of a cup of tea at her. The 
mother and daughter immediately laid 
hold of this circumstance to inflame the 
passions of Mr. Sayer, on whom they at 
length prevailed to demand satisfaction 
of the colonel. The challenge i« said to 
have been written by Mr. Sayer; and 
when the colonel received it he conjec- 
tured it was a plan concerted between 
the ladies to get rid of their husbands. 
He, however, obeyed the summons; and, 
going in a coach with Mr. Sayer towards 
Montague House, he addressed him as 
follows : " Son Sayer, let us come to a 
right understanding of this business. 'Tis 
very well known that I am a swordsman, 
and I should be very far from getting 
any honour by killing you. But to come 
nearer to the point in hand: thou shouldst 
know. Jack, for all the world knows, that 
thy wife and mine are both what they 
should not be. They want to get rid of 
us at once : if thou shouldst drop, they '11 
have me hanged for it after." There was 
so miich of obvious truth in this remark, 
that Mr. Sayer immediately felt its force; 
and the gentlemen drove home together, 
to the mortification of the ladies. 

Soon after this affair Mr. Sayer went to 
his house in Buckinghamshire, where an 
improper intimacy was formed between 
his wife and the curate of the parish; and 
their amour was conducted with so little 
reserve, that all the servants saw that the 
parson had more influence in the house 
tlian their master. How disgraceful are 
the numerous instances on record of the 
flagitious conduct of clergymen! 

Mrs. Sayer, on coming to London, was 
speedily followed by the young clergyman, 
who was seized with the small-pox, wliich 
terminated his life. When he found there 
was no hope of his recovery, he sent to 
Mr. Sayer, earnestly requesting to see 
him; but Mrs. Sayer, who judged what 
he wanted, sajd that her husband had not 
had the small- lox, and such a visit might 
cost him his ife: she therefore insisted 
that her husband should not go; and the 
passive man tamely submitted to this in- 
junction, though his wife daily sent a foot- 
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man to inquire after the clergyman, who 
died witliout being visited by Mr. Sayer. 
This gentleman had not been long dead 
before his place was supplied by an officer 
of the guards ; but he was soon dismissed 
in favour of a man of great distinction, 
who presented her with some valuable 
china, which it was pretended was won 
at Astrop Wells. 

About this time Mr. Sayer found his 
affairs considerably deranged by his wife's 
extravagance ; on which a gentleman with 
whom he was friendly recommended him 
to Mr. Richard Noble, the primary sub- 
ject of our present narrative, as a man 
capable of being very serviceable to him. 
His father kept a very reputable coffee- 
house at Bath ; and the virtuous mind of 
his mother, it is said, was exemplified in 
the fact, that when the son went on a 
visit to her in company with Mrs. Sayer 
in a coach and six, after having become 
criminally acquainted with her, she shut 
the door against them. Richard had 
been well educated, and articled to an 
attorney of eminence in New Inn, where 
he afterwards took chambers for himself; 
but he had not been in any considerable 
degree of practice when he was intro- 
duced to Mr. Sayer; soon after which he 
became too intimate with Mrs. Sayer, 
and, if report said true, with her mother 
likewise! These two abandoned women, 
however, had other prospects besides mere 
gallantry; and viewing Noble in the light 
of a man of the world as well as a lover 
they concerted a scheme to deprive Mr. 
Sayer of a considerable part of his estate. 
The unhappy gentleman, being perpetu- 
ally teazed by the women, at length con- 
sented to execute a deed of separation, in 
which he assigned some lands in Buck- 
inghamshire, to the amount of about 150/. 
a-year, to his wife, exclusive of 501. a-year 
for pin-money; and by this deed he like- 
wise covenanted that Mrs. Sayer might 
live with whom she pleased, and that he 
would never molest any person on account 
of harbouring her. Mr. Sayer was even 
so weak as to sign this deed without hav- 
ing counsel of his own to examine it; and, 
indeed, it is probable he signed it without 
examining it himself! Not long after, 
Mrs. Sayer was delivered of a child at 
Bath; but that the husband might not 
'ake alarm at this circumstance. Noble 
sent him a letter informing him that he 
^as to be pricked down for high sheriff 

of Buckinghamshire; and Mrs. Salisbury 
urged him to go to Holland to be out of 
the way, and supplied him with some 
money on the occasion. It seems proba- 
ble that Mr. Sayer had no suspicion of 
Noble's criminal intercourse with his wife, 
for the night before he set out he pre- 
sented him with a pair of saddle-pistols 
and furniture worth above 40/. Shortly 
after he was gone, on Mrs. Sayer's maid 
speaking of the danger her master might 
be in at sea, the mistress said, she should 
be sorry his man James, a poor innocent 
fellow, should come to any harm; but 
she should be glad to hear, and heartily 
wished, that Mr. Sayer had sunk to the 
bottom of the sea, and that the bottom of 
the ship had come out! 

Not long after the husband was gone 
abroad. Noble began to assume airs of 
greater consequence than he had hitherto 
done; and being solicitor in a cause in 
the Court of Cliancery, in which the much 
injured Mr. Sayer was plaintiff, having 
obtained a decree, he forced the trustees 
nominated in the marriage articles to re- 
linquish, and took upon him the authority 
of a sole trustee. 

Mr. Sayer remained in Holland nearly 
a year, during which time Noble publicly 
cohabited with his wife, who refused to 
live with her husband on his return; but 
having robbed him of above 1000/. in 
Exchequer bills and other effects, .she 
went with Noble to private lodgings, and 
was shortly afterward delivered of another 
child. 

Mr. Sayer, immediately upon his wife's 
elopement, caused an advertisement to be 
inserted in the leading newspapers, a copy 
of which is subjoined. " Whereas Mary, 
the wife of John Sayer, Esq., late of Lisle 
Street, St. Anne's, went away from her 
dwelling-house, on or about the 23d day 
of May last, in company with Elizabeth 
Nevil, sister to the said Mary, and carried 
away nearly 1000/. in money, beside other 
things of considerable value; and whereas 
she is supposed to go by some other name ; 
he, the said John Sayer, desires all trades- 
men and others not to give her any credit 
as his wife, for that he will not pay the 
same." 

While Mrs. Sayer cohabited with Noble 
he was constantly supplied with money; 
but he was not her only associate at that 
time, for, during his occasional absence, 
she received the visits of o'her lovers. 
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Noble now procured an order from the 
Court of Chancery, to take Mr. Sayor in 
execution for 400/., at the suit of Mrs. 
Salisburjr, the consequence of a judgment 
confessed by him for form's sake, to pro- 
tect his goods from his creditors while he 
was in Holland. Mr. Sayer declared that 
the real debt was not more than 70/., 
though artful management and legal ex- 
penses had swelled it to the abovemen- 
tioned sum. Sayer consequently took 
refuge within the rules of the Fleet 
Prison, and exhibited his suit in Chan- 
-cery for relief against those suits, and the 
deed of separation, which he obtained. 
In the mean time, Mrs. Sayer finding 
herself liable to be exposed by the adver- 
tisement her husband had caused to be 
inserted in the newspapers, she, with her 
mother and Noble, took lodgings in the 
Mint, Southwark, which was at that time 
a place of refuge for great numbers of 
persons of desperate circumstances and 
abandoned characters. Mr. Sayer^ hav- 
ing been informed of this, wrote several 
letters to her, promising that he would 
forgive all her crimes, if she would return 
to her duty; but she treated his letters 
with as much contempt as she had done 
liis person; on which he determined to 
seize her by force, presuming that he 
should recover some of his effects if he 
could get her into his custody. He 
therefore obtained a warrant of a justice 
of the peace, and taking with him two 
.constables, and six assistants, went to the 
house of George Twyford in the Mint; 
the constables intimating that they had a 
warrant to search for a suspicious person; 
for if it had been thought that they were 
bailiffs, their lives would have been in 
.danger. Having entered the house, they 
went to a back room, where Noble, Mrs. 
Sayer, and Mrs. Salisbury were at dinner; 
,the door was no sooner opened than Noble 
drew his sword, and stabbed Sayer in the 
left breast, who died on the spot. The 
constables immediately apprehended the 
murderer and the two women; but the 
latter were so abandoned, that while the 
peace officers were conveying them to the 
house of a magistrate, they did little else 
than lament the ill fate of poor Noble. 
Apprehensive that the mob would rise, 
from a supposition that the prisoners 
were debtors, a constable was directed to 
carry the bloody sword before them, in 
testimony that murder had been commit- 

ted, which produced the desired effect bjr 
maintaining the preservation of perfect 
peace. 

Tlie prisoners begged to send for coun- 
sel, which was granted; and Noble was 
committed for trial after an examination 
of two hours; but the counsel urged so 
many arguments in favour of the women, 
that it was ten o'clock at night before 
they were committed. Soon afterwards 
this worthless mother and daughter ap- 
plied to the Court of King's Bench, to be 
admitted to bail, which was refused them. 
The coroner's inquest having viewed Mr. 
Sayer's body, it was removed to his lodg- 
ings within the rules of the Fleet, in order 
for interment; and three days afterwards 
they gave a verdict finding Noble guilty 
of wilful murder, and the women of having 
aided and assisted him in that murder. 

On the evening of the 12th of March, 
1713, they were put to the bar at King- 
ston, Surrey; and having been arraigned 
on the several indictments, to which they 
pleaded not guilty, they were told to pre- 
pare for their trials by six o'clock on the 
following morning. Being brought down 
for trial at the appointed time, they moved 
the court that their trials might be defer- 
red till the afternoon, on the plea that 
some material witnesses were absent; but 
the court not believing their allegations, 
refused to comply with their request. It 
was imagined that this motion to put off 
their trials was founded in the expectation 
that when the business at the Nisi Prius 
bar was despatched, many of the jurymen 
might go home, so that when the prisoners 
had made their challenges, there might 
not be a sufficient number left to try 
them, by which they might escape tiii 
the next assizes; and in the mean time 
they hoped some circumstances would 
happen in their favour. It being ordered 
that the trials should commence, Mr. 
Noble and Mrs. Salisbury each chal- 
lenged twenty of the jury, and Mrs. 
Sayer challenged thirty-five. Here it 
should be observed, that all persons in- 
dicted for felony have a right to challenge 
twenty jurors, and those indicted for petit- 
treason thirty-five; which may be done 
without alleging any cause. Happil)'i 
however, the sheriff had summoned so 
great a number of jurors, that the ends 
of public justice were not for the present 
defeated. Noble's counsel urged that 
some of the persons who broke into the 

I 
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house might have murdered Mr. Sayer, 
or, if they had not, the provocation he 
had received might be such as would 
warrant the jury in bringing him in 
guilty of manslaughter only. As the 
court had sat from six o' clock in the 
irtorning till one o'clock the next morn- 
ing, the jury were indulged with some 
refreshment before they left the box; 
and, after being out nine hours, they 
gave their verdict that Mr. Noble was 
Guilty, and Mrs. Salisbury and Mrs. 
Sayer were Not guilty. 

When Mr. Noble was brought to the 
bar to receive sentence, he addressed the 
court in the following words. " My lord, 
I am soon to appear and render an ac- 
count of my sins to Almighty God. If 
your lordship should think me guilty of 
those crimes I have been accused and 
convicted of by my jwry, I am then sure 
your lordship will think that I stand in 
need of such a separation, such a humilia- 
tion for my great offences, such an abhor- 
rence of my past life, to give me a pros- 
pect of a future one, that I entertain a 
nope tliat it will be a motive to your 
lordship's goodness, that after you have 
judged and sentenced my body to execu- 
tion, you will charitably assist me with a 
little time for the preservation of my soul. 
If I had nothing to answer for but killing 
Mr. Sayer with precedent malice, I should 
have no need to address myself to your 
lordship in this manner. It is now too 
late to take advantage by denying it to 
your lordship, and too near my end to 
dissemble it before God. I know, my 
lord, the danger, the hell that I should 
plunge myself headlong into ; I know I 
shall soon answer for the truth I am 
about to say, before a higher tribunal, 
and a more discerning judge than your 
lordship, which only is in heaven: 1 did 
not take the advantage to kill Mr. Sayer, 
hy the thought or apprehension that I 
could do it under the umbrage of the 
laws, or with impunity ; nothing was 
more distant from my thoughts, than to 
remove him out of the world to enjoy his 
'fife, as was suggested, without molesta- 
tion. Nor could any one have greater 
feluctance or remorse, from the time of 
'he fact to the hour of my trial, than I 
have had, though the prosecutors reported 
'0 the contrary, for which I heartily for- 
give them. 

" My counsel obliged  me  to say,  on 

my trial, that I heard Mr. Sa)'er's voice 
before he broke open the door; I told 
them, as I now tell your lordship, that 
I did not know it was he till he was 
breaking in at the door; and then, and 
not before, was my sword drawn, and the 
wound given, which wound, as Dr. Garth 
informed me, was so slight that it was a 
thousand to one he died of it. When I 
gave the wound, I insensibly quitted the 
sword, by which means I left myself open 
for him to have done what was proved he 
attempted, and was so likely for him to 
have effected—namely, to have^ stabbed 
me; and his failure in the attempt has 
not a little excited my surprise. When 
I heard the company running up stairs, 
I was alarmed and in fear: the landlord 
telling me immediately upon the same 
that the house was beset either for me 
or himself, added to my confusion. I 
never thought or intended to do mischief; 
but first bolted the foredoor, and then 
bolted and padlocked the backdoor, which 
was glazed, and began to fasten the shut- 
ters belonging to it, designing only to 
screen myself from the violence of the 
tumult. When he broke open the door, 
and not till then, I perceived and knew 
he was present: and his former threats 
and attempts, which I so fully proved on- 
my trial, and could have proved much 
fuller, had not Mrs. Salisbury's evidence 
been taken from me, made my fear so 
great, and the apprehension of my danger 
so near, that what I did was the natural 
motion of self-defence, and was too sud- 
den to be the result of precedent malice j 
and I solemnly declare, that I did not 
hear or know from Twyford the landlord, 
or otiierwise, that any constable attended 
the deceased, till after the catastrophe had 
happened. 

" It was my misfortune, that what I 
said as to hearing the deceased's voice 
was turned to my disadvantage by the 
counsel against me; which I doubt not 
would have fully satisfied your lordship 
and the jury, that what happened was 
more my misfortune, than my design or 
intention. If I had been able, under the 
concern, to remark upon the evidence 
against me, that Mr. Sayer was but the 
tenth part of a minute in breaking open 
the door, it could not then well be sup- 
posed by the jury that I was preparing 
myself or putting myself in order to do 
mischief, which are acts of forethought 
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and consideration; which require much 
more time than is pretended I could 
have had from the time I discovered 
Mr. Sayer; for even from his entry into 
the house, to the time of the accident, 
did not amount, as I am informed, to 
more than the space of three minutes. 
But I did not discover him before the 
door gave way. I wish it had been my 
good fortune, that the jury had applied 
that to me which your lordship remarked 
in favour of the ladies, that the matter 
was so very sudden, so very accidental 
and unexpected, tliat it was impossible 
to be a contrivance and confederacy, and 
unlikely that they could come to a resolu- 
tion in so short a time. I don't remem- 
ber that your lordship distinguished my 
case, as to that particular, to be different 
from theirs, nor was there room for it; 
for it is impossible for your lordship to 
believe that I dreamt of Mr. Sayer com- 
ing there at that time; but, on the con- 
trary, I fully proved to your lordship that 
I went to him on another occasion, that 
was lawful and beneficial to the deceased; 
and I had no more time to think or 
contrive, than the ladies had to agree or 
consent. 

If anything could be construed favour- 
ably on the behalf of such an unfortunate 
wretch as myself, I think the design 1 
had sometime before begun, and was 
about finishing that day, might have 
removed all suspicion of malice against 
Mr. Sayer. Must it be thought, my 
lord, that I only am such a sinner that 
I cannot repent and make reparation to 
the persons I have injured '! It was 
denied; but I strongly solicited a recon- 
ciliation between Mr. Sayer and his lady; 
and if this had tended to procure me an 
easier access to Mrs. Sayer, it would have 
been such a matter of aggravation to me, 
that it could not have escaped the remark 
of the counsel against me, nor the sharp- 
ness of the prosecutors present in court; 
with both I transacted, and to both I 
appealed, particularly to Mr. Nott, to 
whom but the day before this accident 
I manifested my desire of having them 
live together again; and therefore, my 
lord, it should be presumed I laboured 
to be reconciled to, and not revenge my- 
self on, Mr. Sayer. 

" Your lordship, I hope, will observe 
thus much in my favour, that it was so 
far from being a clear fact, in tlie opinion 

of the jury, that they sat up all night, 
and, believing there was no malice at that 
time, told your lordship they intended, 
and were inclined, to find it manslaugh- 
ter ; and, doubting the legality of the 
warrant, to find it special. I hope this 
will touch your lordship's heart so far, as 
not to think me so ill a man as to deserve 
(what the best of Christians are taught to 
pray against) a sudden death ! I confess, 
I am unprepared ; the hopes of my being 
able to make a legal defence and my 
endeavours therein having taken« up my 
time, which I wish I had better employed. 
I beg leave to assure your lordship, upon 
the words of a dying man, that as none 
of the indirect practices to get or suppress 
evidence were proved upon me, so they 
never sprang from me; and I can safely 
say, that my blood, in a great measure, 
will lie at their door that did, because 
it drew me under an ill imputation of 
defending myself by subornation of per- 
jury. 1 would be willing to do my duty 
towards my neighbour, as well as God, 
before I die: I have many papers and 
concerns, by reason of my profession, of 
my clients in my hands, who will suffer, 
if. they are not put into some order ; and 
nothing but these two considerations could 
make life desirable, under this heavy load 
of irons, and restless remorse of con- 
science for my sins. A short reprieve 
for these purposes I hope will be agree- 
able to your lordship's humanity and 
Christian virtue, whereupon your lord- 
ship's name shall be blest with my last 
breath, for giving me an o])portunity of 
making peace with my conscience and 
God Almighty." 

The last request that Noble made was 
granted : he was allowed some time to 
settle his spiritual and temporal concerns, 
and at length suffered at Kingston on the 
28th of March, 1713, exhibiting marb 
of genuine repentance. 

.•is to the women, the}' were no sooner 
acquitted, than they set out for London, 
taking one of the turnkeys with them, 
to jn-otect them from the assaults of the 
populace,who were incensed in thehighes' 
degree at the singular enormity of their 
crimes. 
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MURDER OF MR. SPURLING, TURNKEY OF NEWGATE. 

[jOHNSON IN THE ACT OF SHOOTING .>^I'UR[,!.\G.] 

THE details of the criminal career of the 
delinquents concerned in the murder of 
Mr. Spurling exhibit, at their close, such 
an extraordinary audacity and awful want 
of correct feeling as scarcely any other 
case on record presents to us: notwith- 
standing the clearest evidence possible of 
their guilt, they died with the strongest 
protestations of innocence on their lips; 
a circumstance which, it is to be feared, 
IS too common, though our criminal chro- 
nology will not supply us perhaps with a 
tase so flagrant as the one which is now 
before us. 
, William Johnson, one of the unrelent- 
"ig sinners, was a native of Northamp- 
'onshire, where he served his time to a 
"utcner. Removing to London, he opened 
a shop in Newport Market; but business 

not succeeding to his expectation, he took 
a house and shop in Long Acre, and com- 
menced corn-chandler: in this business 
he was likewise unsuccessful, on which 
he sold his stock in trade, and took a 
public-house near Christchurch, in Sur- 
rey. Being equally unsuccessful as a 
victualler, he sailed to Giljraltar, where 
he was appointed a mate to one of the 
surgeons of the garrison—a singular pro- 
motion, from a butcher to a surgeon! but 
he appears to have possessed a genius for 
a variety of employments, of which he 
frequently availed himself 

Having saved some money at Gibral- 
tar, he came back to his native country, 
where he soon spent it, and then had 
recourse to the highway for a supply; 
and being apprehended in consequence 

O 
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of a rohhery, he was convicted, but re- 
ceived a pardon. 

Previous to this he had been acquainted 
with Jane Housden, the other hardened 
wretch concerned in the murder of Mr. 
Spurhng, wlio had been tried and cast 
for coining, but also obtained a pardon. 
It was not long after tliis pardon, (which 
was procured by great interest,) before 
Housden was again in custody for a simi- 
lar offence. On the day on which she 
was to be tried, just as she was brought 
down to the bar of the Old Bailey, John- 
son called to see her; and on Mr. Spnr- 
ling, the head turnkey, telling him that 
he could not speak to her till her trial 
was ended, he instantly drew a pistol, 
and shot Spurling dead upon the spot, 
in the presence of the court and all the 
persons attending to hear the trials; Mrs. 
Housden at the same time encouraging 
him in the perpetration of the impudent 
proceeding. 

The event had no sooner happened, 
than the judges, thinking it unnecessary 
to proceed on the trial of the woman for 
coining, ordered both the parties to be 
tried for the murder; and there being 
such a number of witnesses to the deed, 
they were almost immediately convicted, 
and received sentence of death. From 
this time to that of their execution, and 
even at the place of their death, they be- 
haved as if they were wholly insensible 
of the enormity of the crime which they 
had committed; and notwithstanding the 
publicity of their offence, to which there 
were so many witnesses, they had the 
hardihood to deny it to the last moment 
of their lives: nor did they show any 
signs of compunction for any of their 
former sins. 

These culprits were executed opposite 
the Old Bailey on the 19th of September, 
1712; and after hanging tlie usual time, 
Johnson was hung in chains near Hollo- 
way, between Islington and Highgatc. 

KINGSMILL,   FAIRALL, AND PERIN. 

TuE culprits whose names are given 
above formed part of the gang of smug- 
glers introduced to the notice of our 
readers in the opening Number of our 
work. We have never had occasion to 
notice a more daring crime than that for 
which these men were executed ; nor 
sliall we find many other instances of the 

same offence in the course of our whole 
history. 

The practice of smuggling is now very 
trifling, compared to what it was in the 
middle of the last century ; when it was 
carried on to such an alarming extent, by 
large bodies of associated villains, who 
threatened all who opposed them with 
death, that the inhabitants of the towns 
and villages on the coasts of Hampshire, 
Kent, Essex, and Sussex, lived in con- 
stant dread of their depredations and 
cruelty. 

Kingsmill was a native of Goodhurst, 
iii Kent, and passed some part of his life 

I husbandman ; but, having associated 
witii the smugglers, he made no scruple 
of entering into the most hazardous enter- 
prises ; and he became so distinguished 
for his courageous—or rather ferocious 
disposition, that he was chosen captain of 
the gang ; an honour of which he was so 
proud, that he sought every opportunity 
of exhibiting specimens of his courage or 
ferocity, and put himself foremost in everj' 
service of danger. 

Fairall was a native of Horsendown- 
green, in Kent, and the son of poor 
parents, who were unable even to educate 
him, or to give him any regular employ- 
ment by which he might obtain a liveli- 
hood. He began to associate with the 
smugglers while quite a boy, and was 
frequently employed by them to hold their 
horses; and when he grew up to man's 
estate he was admitted as one of the fra- 
ternity. He was so remarkable for the 
brutality and rancour of his nature, thai 
it was not thought safe to offend him. 
Having been taken into custody, and 
lodged in the New Gaol, Southwark, he 
made his escape from thence, and vowed 
vengeance against the magistrate who had 
granted the warrant for his apprehension; 
in consequence of which, he, with Kings- 
mill and others of the gang, laid wait for 
the gentleman one morning when he left 
his house; but not meeting with him then 
they hid themselves under his park wall, 
till his usual time of returning in the 
evening : it happened fortunately that, on 
his return, he heard the voices of men; 
and the night being very dark he turned 
his horse and went into his house by a 
private door, by which he avoided the 
dangerous snare that was laid for him. 

Perin was a native of Chichester, in 
Sussex.     Having served  his time to a 
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carpenter, he carried on that business 
some years on his own account, and was 
successful; but a stroke of the palsy de- 
priving him of the use of his right hand, 
he became connected with the smugglers, 
on wJiose behalf he used to sail to the 
coast of France and purchase goods, which 
he brought to England ; and in this ca- 
pacity he proved very serviceable to the 
gang. 

It is evident that these men must have 
greatly injured the revenue and the fair 
trader; for they had a number of ware- 
houses in different parts of Sussex, for tlie 
concealment of their goods ; and they 
kept not less than fifty horses, some of 
which they sent loaded to London, and 
others to the fairs round the country. 

Perin, being in France in the year 
1747, bought a large quantity of goods, 
which be stowed on board a cutter, with 
a view of landing them on the coast of 
Sussex ; but, as several smuggling vessels 
were expected at this juncture, Captain 
Johnson, who commanded a cutter in the 
government service, received orders to 
sail in search of them ; in consequence of 
which he sailed from Poole, and took the 
smuggling cutter on the following day ; 
but Perin and his accomplices escaped, 
by taking to their boat. Captain Johnson 
found the cargo to consist of brandy and 
tea to a very large amount, which he 
carried safe into the harbour of Poole, 

Soon after this transaction, which hap- 
pened in the month of September, the 
whole body of smugglers assembled in 
Charlton Park, to consult if there was any 
possibility of recovering the goods, of 
which they had thus been deprived. After 
many schemes had been proposed and 
rejected, Perin recommended that they 
should go in a body, armed, and break 
open the custom-house at Poole; and this 
proposal being acceded to, a paper was 
drawn up, by way of bond, that they 
should support each other, which was 
signed by all the parties. 

This agreement, which was filled with 
dreadful curses on each other in case of 
failure to execute it, was signed on tiie 
6tli of October: having provided them- 
selves with swords and fire-arms, they met 
on the following day ; and concealing 
themselves [in a wood till the evening, 
they then proceeded towards Poole, where 
they arrived about eleven at night. 

As soon as" they got to Poole, they sent 

Willis and Stringer, two of the gang, to 
observe if there were any persons watch- 
ing near the custom-house. Willis soon 
came back, and informed them that he 
thought it would not be safe to make the 
attempt, as a sloop of war lay opposite 
the quay, so tliat she could point her guns 
against the door of the custom-house. On 
this the body of the smugglers were for 
desisting from the enterprise ; when 
Kingsmill and Fairall addressed them, 
saying, " If you will not do it, we will do 
it ourselves;" but these words were no 
sooner spoken, than Stringer camo back, 
and told them that it would be impos- 
sible for the sloop to bring her guns to 
bear, on account of the ebb tide. 

Animated by this intelligence, they 
rode to the sea-coast, where Perin and 
another of the gang took care of their 
horses, while the main body of them went 
back to the custom-house; in their way 
to which, they met with a boy, whom 
they took with them, to prevent his 
alarming the inhabitants. 

Having forced the door open with 
hatchets and other instruments, they 
carried off the smuggled goods, with 
which they loaded their horses ; and, 
after travelling all night, stopped at a 
place named Fordingbridge. 

The number of smugglers were thirty, 
and their horses thirty-one. Continuing 
their journey to a place named Brook, 
they divided the booty into equal shares, 
and departed, each to his own house. 

This daring transaction being repre- 
sented to the secretary of state, George 
the Second gave orders for issuing a pro- 
clamation with a reward for the appre- 
hension of the offenders; but it was a 
considerable time before any of them 
were taken into custody. 

At length two of the smugglers, who 
had been evidences against those hanged 
at Chichester, gave intelligence of the 
usual place of meeting of the others; in 
consequence of which, Fairall, Kingsmill, 
Perin, and another, named Glover, were 
taken into custody, and conducted to 
Newgate. 

When they were brought to trial, the 
evidences, whose names were Race (alias 
Raise, alias Royce) and Steel, confirmed 
the particulars which we have above 
recited ; in consequence of which the 
prisoners, wlio could not disprove the 
testimony, were capitally convicted, and 
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received sentence of death ; but the jury 
recommended Glover as an object of the 
royal clemency. 

Fairall behaved most insolently on his 
trial, and threatened one of the witnesses 
who swore against him. After convic- 
tion, Glover exhibited every proof of 
penitence; but the rest were totally har- 
dened in their guilt, and insisted that 
they had not been guilty of any robbery, 
because they only took goods that had 
once belonged to them. 

Orders were given that Fairall and 
Kingsmill should be hung in chains; but 
it was permitted that the body of Perin 
should be delivered to his friends; and 
on the latter lamenting the fate of his 
associates, Fairall said, " We shall be 
hanging up in the sweet air, when you 
are rotting in your grave;" so hardened 
and unfeeling was the heart of this man! 

Their friends being permitted to see 
them on the night before they suffered, 
a pardon was brought for Glover while 
they were in discourse together, and a few 
days afterwards he obtained his liberty. 
Fairall kept smoking with his acquaint- 
ances, till he was ordered by his keeper 
to retire to his cell; a circumstance that 
much enraged him, and caused him to 
exclaim, " Why in such a huiTy ? can't 
you let me stay a little longer with my 
friends? — I shall not be able to drink 
with them to-morrow night." 

On the following day, Perin was carried 
to the place of execution in a mourning- 
coach, and the two others in a cart, with 
a party of horse and foot guards. Fairall 
and Kingsmill appeared remarkably firm; 
but they all joined in devotion with the 
ordinary of Newgate, when they came to 
the fatal tree. 

The bodies of Kingsmill and Fairall 
were hung in chains in the county of 
Kent, in accordance with the sentence. 

JOHN MILLS. 

THIS villain, another of the infamous gang 
of smugglers already treated of, whose 
father and brother were both executed, 
was concerned in the murder of the cus- 
tom-house officers and in breaking open 
the custom-house; but he escaped for a 
short time the hand of justice. 

TraveUing with some associates over 
Hind Heath, he saw the judges on their 
road to Chichcster, to try the murderers 

of Chater and Galley, on which young 
Mills proposed to rob them; but the other 
parties refused to have any concern it 
such an affair. 

Soon after his father, brother, and theii 
accomplices   were   hanged,   John   Milli 
thought of going to Bristol, with a viei j 
of embarking for France;  and, having i 
hinted his intentions to some others, thej' 
resolved on   accompanying him.     Stop-' 
ping at a house on the road, they mel 
with a man named   Richard   Hawkins, 
whom they asked to go with them ; but 
the poor fellow hesitating, they put him 
on horseback behind Mills, and carried 
him to the Dog and Partridge on Slendon j 
common, kept by John Reynolds. j 

They had not been long in the house, i 
when complaint was made that two bags 
of tea had been stolen, and Hawkins was 
charged   with   the   robbery.     He  stead- 
fastly denied any knowledge of the affair; 
but this not satisfying the villains, they , 
obliged him to pull off his clothes, and, 
having likewise stripped themselves, thej 
began to whip him with the most unre- 
lenting barbarity; and Curtis, one of the 
gang, said he did know of the robbery, 
and if he would not confess he would 
whip him till he did, for he had whipped s 
many a rogue and washed his hands in | 
his blood. I 

These blood-thirsty villains continued I 
whipping the poor wretch till their breatli 
was almost exhausted, while he begged 
them to spare his life, on account of hii 
wife and child.    Hawkins drawing up hii 
legs, to defend himself in some measure 
from their blows,  they kicked him des- 
perately on the groin ; continually asking 
him what was become of the tea.   .^t 
length the  unfortunate  man mentioned 
something of his father and brother; on 
which Mills and Curtis said they would j 
go and fetch them ; but Hawkins expired ; 
soon after they had left the house. 

Rowland, one of the accomplices, noii i 
locked the door; and, putting the key in | 
his pocket, he and Thomas Winter (who ; 
was afterwards admitted evidence) went 
out to meet Curtis and Mills, whom they i 
saw riding up a lane leading from M •• 
adjacent village, having each a man be- 
hind him.   Winter desiring to speak with 
his companions, the other men stood at a 
distance, while he asked Curtis what he 
meant to do with them, and he said to 
confront them with Hawkins. 
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Winter now said that Hawkins was 

dead, and begged no more mischief might 
be done; but Curtis replied, " By G—, 
we will go through it now;" but at length 
they permitted them to go home, telling 
them that when they were wanted they 
should be sent for. 

They murderers' now coming back to 
the public-house, Reynolds said, " You 
have ruined me;" but Curtis replied, he 
would make him amends. Having con- 
sulted how they should dispose of the 
body, it was proposed to throw it into a 
well in an 'adjacent park; but this being 
objected to, they carried it twelve miles, 
and, having tied stones to it, in order to 
sink it, they threw it into a pond in Par- 
ham Park, belonging to Sir Cecil Bishop; 
in which place it lay more than two 
months before it was discovered. 

This horrid and unprovoked murder 
gave rise to a royal proclamation, in 
which a pardon was offered to any per- 
sons, even outlawed smugglers, except 
those who had been guilty of murder or 
concerned in the breaking open the cus- 
tom-house at Poole, on the conditions of 
discovering the persons who had mur- 
dered Hawkins, particularly John Mills, 
who was charged with having had a con- 
cern in the horrid transaction. 

In consequence, William Pring, an 
outlawed smuggler, who had no share 
ill either of the crimes excepted in the 
proclamation, went to the secretary of 
state and informed him that he would 
find Mills if he could be assured of his 
own pardon; and added, that he believed 
he was either at Bath or Bristol. 

Being instructed that he need not doubt 
of his pardon, he set out for Bristol, where 
he found Mills, and with him Thomas and 
Lawrence Kemp, brothers, the former of 
whom had broke out of Newgate, and 
the other had been outlawed by procla- 
mation. Consulting on their desperate 
situation, Pring offered them a retreat 
at his house, near Beckenham, in Kent, 
whence they might make excursions and 
commit robberies on the highway. 

Pleased with this proposal, they set out 
with Pring, and arrived in safety at his 
house, where they had not been long be- 
fore he pretended that his horse being an 
indifferent one, and theirs remarkably 
good, he would go and procure another, 
and then they would proceed on the in- 
tended expeditions. 

Thus saying, he set out, and they 
agreed to wait for his return ; but instead 
of going to procure a horse, he went to 
the house of Mr. Rackster, an officer of 
the excise at Horsham, who, taking with 
him seven or eight armed men, went to 
Beckenham at night, where they found 
Mills and the two brothers Kemp just 
going to supper on a breast of veal. 
T'hey immediately secured the brothers, 
by tying their arms; but Mills, making 
resistance, was cut with a hanger before 
he would submit. 

The offenders, on being taken, were 
conducted to the county gaol of Sussex; 
and being secured till the assizes, they 
were removed to East -Grinstead, when 
the brothers Kemp were tried for high- 
way robberies, convicted, sentenced, and 
executed. 

John Mills, being tried for the murder 
of Richard Hawkins, was capitally con- 
victed, on which he received sentence of 
death, and that he should be hung in 
chains near the place where the murder 
was committed. 

.'Vfter conviction he mentioned several 
robberies in which he had been concerned, 
but refused to tell the names of any of 
his accomplices; declaring, he thought 
he should merit damnation if lie made 
any discoveries by means of which any 
of his companions might be apprehended 
and convicted. 

The country being at that time filled 
with smugglers, a rescue was feared; and 
he was therefore conducted to the place 
of execution on Slendon Common, Sussex, 
by a guard of soldiers: this was on the 
12th of August, 1749. When there, he 
prayed with a clergyman, confessed that 
he had led a bad life, acknowledged the 
murder of Hawkins, desired that all young 
people would take warning by his un- 
timely end, humbly implored the forgive- 
ness of God, and professed to die in 
charity with all mankind. 

After execution he was hung in chains 
on Slendon Common. 

STEPHEN GARDENER. 

THIS malefactor was born in Moorfields, 
of poor parents, who apprenticed him to 
a weaver; but his behaviour soon became 
so bad, tliat his master was obliged to 
correct him severely; on which he ran 
away and associated with blackguard boys 
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in the streets, but was at length driven 
home through mere hunger. 

His friends were determined to send 
him to sea, and accordingly put him on 
board a corn vessel, the master of which 
traded to France and Holland. But 
being an idle and useless hand on board, 
he was treated so roughly by his ship- 
mates that he grew heartily tired of a 
seafaring life, and on his return from the 
first voyage he promised the utmost obe- 
dience if his friends would permit him to 
remain at home. This request was readily 
complied with, in the hope of his reform- 
ation, and he was now put to a waterman ; 
but being impatient of restraint he soon 
quitted this service, and associated with 
dissolute fellows in the neighbourhood of 
Moorfields, with whom he played at cards, 
dice, &c., till he was stripped of what little 
money he had, when he commenced 
pickpocket. 

His first attempt of this kind was at 
Guildhall, during the drawing of the lot- 
tery, when he took a wig out of a man's 
pocket; but though he was detected in 
the offence, the humanity of the sur- 
rounding multitude permitted his eccape. 
This circumstance encouraged him to 
continue his practice, and about a month 
afterwards he was detected in picking 
another pocket, and, notwithstanding his 
protestations of innocence, underwent the 
discipline of the horsepond. 

He was now determined to give over a 
business which was necessarily attended 
with so much hazard, and afforded so 
little prospect of advantage ; but soon 
afterwards he became acquainted with 
two notorious housebreakers, named Gai- 
raway and Sly, who offered to take him 
as a partner; but he rejected their pro- 
posals, tni, one night, when he had lost 
all his money and most of his clothes at 
cards, he went to his new acquaintance 
and agreed to be concerned in their illicit 
practices. 

Garraway proposed that they should 
rob his own brother, which was imme- 
diately agreed to; and they broke open 
his house, and stole most of his and his 
wife's wearing 'apparel, which they sold, 
and spent the money gained thereby in 
extravagance. 

They, in the next place, robbed Garra- 
way's uncle of a considerable quantity of 
plate, which they sold to a woman named 
Gill, who disposed of the plate, and never 

accounted to them for the produce. Gar- 
dener, provoked at being tlnis defrauded 
of his share of the ill-got booty, informed 
Jonathan Wild of the robbery, who got 
him admitted an evidence against the 
other men, who were convicted, though 
they were respited on condition of being 
transported. 

Gardener having now been some time 
acquainted with a woman who kept a 
public-house in Fleet Lane, and who was 
possessed of some money, he proposed to 
marry her, with a view of obtaining her 
property ; and the woman listening to his 
offer, they were married by one of the 
Fleet parsons. The money Gardener ob- 
tained with his spouse was soon spent in 
extravagance; and not long afterwards 
they were apprehended on suspicion of 
felony, and conducted to St. Sepulchre's 
watch-house; however, the charge against 
them not being validated, it was necessary 
to dismiss them ; but before they were 
set at liberty, the constable said to Gar- 
dener, " Beware how you come here 
again, or this bellman will certainly say 
his verses over you," for the bellman hap- 
pened to be at that time in the watch- 
house. 

It has been a very ancient practice, on 
the night preceding the execution of con- 
demned criminals, for the bellman of the 
parish of St. Sepulchre to go under New- 
gate, and, ringing his bell, to repeat the 
following verses, as a piece of friendly 
advice, to the unhappy wretches under 
sentence of death : 
" All you that in the condemn'd hold do lie, 
Prepare you, for to-morrow you shall die, 
Watch all, and pray; the hour is drawing 

near, 
That you before th' Almighty must appear. 
Examine well yourselves, in time repent, 
That you may not to eternal flames be sent. 
.A.nd when St. Sepulchre's bell to-morrow 

tolls, 
The Lord above have mercy on your souls! 

Past twelve o'clock!" 
Gardener was much affected when the 

constable told him the bellman would say 
his verses over him; but the impression 
it made on his mind soon wore off, and 
he quickly returned to his vicious prac- 
tices. 

In a short time after this adventure, 
Gardener fell into the company of a petty 
thief named Rice Jones, with whom lie 
agreed to go on the " Passing lay," an 
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artifice frequently practised in modern 
times; and thougli the sharpers are often 
taken into custody, and their tricks ex- 
posed in the newspapers, yet people are 
repeatedly found weak enough to submit 
to the imposition. 

The following description of this trick 
is from an old work. " The rogues hav- 
ing concerted their plan, one of them 
takes a countryman into a public-house, 
under pretence of any business they can 
think of; then the other comes in as a 
stranger, and in a little time finds a pack 
of cards, which his companion had design- 
edly laid on some shelf in the room; on 
which the two sharpers begin to play. 
At length one of them offers a wager on 
the game, and puts down his money : the 
other shows his cards to the countryman 
to convince him that he must certainly 
win, and offers to let him go halves in 
the wager; but soon after the coun- 
tryman has laid down his money, the 
sharpers manage the matter so as to pass 
of with it." 

This was evidently the mode of trick- 
ing formerly: but it seems to have been 
improved upon of late years; for the 
sharpers generally game with the coun- 
tryman till he has lost all his money; 
and tlien he has only to execrate his own 
folly for suffering himself to be duped by 
a couple of rascals. 

In this practice our adventurers were 
very successful at different places, par- 
ticularly at Bristol; but in this last place 
Jones bilked Gardener in such a manner 
as to prove there is no truth in the obser- 
vation of" Honour among thieves;" for 
Jones defrauded a country gentleman of 
a gold watch and chain, a suit of laced 
clothes, and about a hundred guineas, 
and gave no share of the booty to Gar- 
dener. This induced the latter to think 
of revenge; but he disguised his senti- 
ments, and they went together to Bath, 
where they remained some time, and 
then proceeded on their journey; but in 
the morning of their setting out. Gar- 
dener stole an iron pestle from the inn 
where they lay, and concealed it in his 
hoot, with an intention of murdering his 
companion when they should come to an 
unfrequented place. On their journey, 
Gardener generally kept behind Jones, 
and twice took out the pestle with an 
intention of perpetrating the murder; but 
ws resolution failing him he at length 

dropped it on the road, unperceived by 
the other. 

In a few days afterwards these com- 
panions in iniquity parted; and on this 
occasion Jones said, " Hark ye. Gar- 
dener; whither are you going?" " To 
London," said he. " Why, then," said 
Jones, "you are going to be hanged." 

We find that this was not the first inti- 
mation that Gardener received of the fatal 
consequences that must attend his illicit 
practices; but it appeared to have no good 
effect upon him, for soon after he quitted 
Jones he broke open a house between 
Abergavenny and Monmouth, whence, 
finding no money, he took only a gown, 
with which he decamped. 

Soon after his arrival in London, he 
robbed a house in Addle Hill, but was 
not apprehended for it: in a short time 
after, however, he broke open the house 
of a Mrs. Roberts, and carried off linen to 
the value of 25/. In this robbery he was 
assisted by a man of the name of John 
Martin; and both the offenders being 
soon afterwards taken into custody, they 
were brought to trial, capitally convicted, 
and received sentence of death; but Mar- 
tin was subsequently reprieved, on condi- 
tion of his being transported for fourteen 
years. 

After sentence of death Gardener be- 
came as sincere a penitent as he had been 
a notorious offender. He resigned him- 
self to his fate with the utmost submis- 
sion ; and before he quitted Newgate, to 
proceed to Tyburn, on the day of execu- 
tion, the 3d of February, 1724, he dressed 
himself in a shroud, in which he was 
executed, refusing to wear any other 
clothes though the weather was intensely 
cold. 

At the fatal tree he saw some of his 
old companions, whom he desired to take 
warning by his calamitous fate, to avoid 
bad company, and embrace a life of so- 
briety, as the most certain road to happi- 
ness in this world and the next. 

JOHN COWLAND. 

THE crime for which this man suffered 
will show the danger to be apprehended 
from an indiscriminate connexion with 
females, and serve as a caution against 
intemperance. He was the son of repu- 
table parents, who apprenticed him to a 
goldsmith; but he was of a vicious, iras- 
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cible disposition. He and some other 
bon vivanls had followed Sir Andrew Slan- 
ning, Bart., who had made a temporary 
acquaintance with an orange-woman, while 
in the pit at Drmy Lane theatre, and 
retired with her as soon as the play was 
ended. They had gone but a few yards 
before Cowland put his arm round the 
woman's neck; on which Sir Andrew 
desired he would desist, as she was his 
wife. Cowland, knowing Sir Andrew was 
married to a woman of honour, gave him 
the lie, and swords were drawn on both 
sides ; but some gentlemen coming up at 
this juncture, no immediate ill consequence 
happened. They all now agreed to ad- 
journ to the Rose tavern; and Captain 
Wagget having there used his utmost 
endeavours to reconcile both parties, it 
appeared that his mediation was attended 
with success ; but as they were going up 
stairs to drink a glass of wine Cowland 
drew his sword, and stabbed Sir Andrew 
in the abdomen, who, on being wounded, 
cried out " Murder." One of Lord War- 
wick's servants, and two other persons 
who were in the house, ran up imme- 
diately and disarmed Cowland of his 
sword, which was bloody to the depth of 
five inches, and took him into custody. 

Cowland was instantly conducted be- 
fore a justice of peace, who committed 
him ; and on the 5th of December, 1700, 
he was tried at the Old Bailey on three 
indictments—the first at common law, the 
second on the statute of stabbing, and the 
third on the coroner's inquest for the 
murder. Every fact w as fully proved on 
the trial; and, among other things, it was 
deposed that the deceased had possessed 
an estate of 20,000/. a-year, and that his 
family became extinct by his death; and 
that he had been a gentleman of great 
good nature, and by no means disposed 
to animosity. On Cowland's being found 
guilty, sentence of death was passed on 
him; and, though great interest was made 
to obtain a pardon, he was executed at 
Tyburn the 20th of December, 1700. 

PUNISHMENT OF A MUKDEEER IN SPAIN. 
[From " Spain Revisited."] 

AT the moment that Vallodolid broke full 
upon our view, we came in sight of a very 
remarkable object, placed at the junction 
of the high road to Madrid with that by 
which we were approaching.    It was the 

right arm of a man, nailed to tlie extre- 
mity of a tall post, which had been re- 
moved from the body a little above the 
shoulder, bringing away part of it. It 
was shrivelled by exposure to the wea- 
ther, so as to have lost something of its 
original size; and the colour had become 
livid and sallow. The hand, the skin of 
which resembled a glove, grasped the liilt 
of a dagger; the arm being raised and 
contracted, as if to deal a death-blow, 
This in some measure set forth the cause 
of this horrid exposition, which was fur. 
tlier explained to me by a shepherd, who 
happened to pass with his flock, and whose 
peaceful occupation gave him a right to 
express becoming horror at the crimes 
which the owner of that hand had com- 
mitted. He had been a robber, and had 
murdered many of his fellow-men; hut 
that would not have been enough l! 
entitle him to such a distinction, or in- 
deed to death at all! he had raised the 
sacrilegious hand, now exposed to detest- 
ation, against a minister of God. Tlif 
robber had gone to confess himself to the 
curate of a village in the neighbourhood 
of Vallodolid, who, being shocked at the 
recital of so many and such atrocious 
crimes, refused absolution entirely, oi 
proposed such conditions of penance ai 
the sinner was unwilling to fulfil. In a 
fit of rage he stabbed the uncomplying 
curate to the heart. Such an offence 
excited universal horror: the murderer 
was pursued, taken, convicted, and con- 
demned ; and the full rigour of the law 
was adjudged to him. He was therefore 
quartered ; and his limbs were distributed 
to be thus exhibited in the most exposed 
situations, as an example of terror to siicli 
as might hereafter be tempted to raise an 
impious hand against a priest. Pepe told 
me he had seen the limb thus exposed, at, 
each successive visit he had made to Val-1 
lodohd, during the last five months, 'ft , 
friar, who seemed to be highly delighted 
with the way the robber's crime had beei 
requited to him, remarked, that the limlii 
must all be taken down and collected fa 
Christian burial before Palm Sunday,» 
no exhibition of that sort could contimi'' 
during the Holy Week. 
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ANNALS OF CRIME; 
OR, 

NT.W NEWGATE CALENDAR, AND GENERAL RECORD OF TRAOtC EVENTS, INCLUDING 
ANCIENT AND MODERN MODES OF TORTURE, ETC. 

N? 14, JUNE   1,   1836. ONK  I'KNNV. 

MURDER OF A FEMALE BY MATTHEW CLARKE, 

[MATTIIEW  CLAUKIi  DliTKAVING  HIS VICTIM,] 

THIS most unmanly offender was the son 
of poor persons of St. Alban's: he was 
brought up as a plough-boy; but, being 
too idle to follow his business, he saun- 
tered about the country and committed 
irequent robberies, spending the money 
thereby obtained amongst women. 

It appears that Matthew Clarke had 
sufficient art to engage the affections of a 
number of young women in his travels, 
'0 some of whom he promised marriage; 
and he made a show towards keeping his 
word with one of them, whom he accom- 
panied to London to tie the nuptial knot; 
"wt, going into a goldsmith's shop to buy 
the ring, he said he had forgot to supply 
himself with money, which he would go 
"ito the country and fetch. 

i he young woman stayed in town, sup- 

posing that Clarke would speedily return : 
he, however, proceeded to WUsden Green, 
with an intention to commit a robbery, 
for the purpose of replenishing his pocket. 
It was hay-making season, nov would he 
tell the reason why he at so busy a period 
was idle, when a farmer whom he met 
required him to assign one. But the 
farmer gave him employment, by which 
means he had an opportunity of renewing 
his acquaintance with a female in the 
service of the employer, who, in addition 
to the farming business, kept a public- 
house. The villain, being at work in the 
field, left his fellow-labourers and went to 
the house, where he found the girl alone, 
with whom he conversed some time : but 
having determined to rob his employer, 
he thought he could not do it securely 

V 
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without murdering her; and while she 
was gone to draw him some beer he 
pulled out his knife for this horrid pur- 
pose. On her entering the room, he got 
up to kiss her, thinking to have then per- 
petrated the deed, but his conscience pre- 
vented him ; and he sat down again, and 
entered into farther conversation with her. 
He at length rose a second time, and at 
the same moment kissed her on the cheek 
and pierced his knife into her throat: the 
poor girl fell down, on which she made 
an attempt to crawl to the door, while the 
blood flowed copiously; but the scoundrel 
promptly despatched her by cutting her 
neck to the bone ; after which he robbed 
the house of a small sum, and ran off 
towards London, under all the agonizing 
tortures of a guilty mind. 

Tyburn lay on the road to town, and 
the sight of the gallows so terrified him 
that he retraced his steps a considerable 
distance, till he met a waggon, when he 
tendered his services at driving, thinking 
that his being in employment might pre- 
vent his being suspected in case of a pur- 
suit. But he had not gone far before 
some persons rode up, and asked him if 
he had seen a man who might be sus- 
pected of having committed a murder; 
which so stung him that the parties could 
not but notice his agitation; and ujion 
an investigation some spots of congealed 
blood were found on his clothes, for which 
he accounted by stating that he had quar- 
relled and fought with a soldier on the 
road, but his falsehoods happily availed 
him nothing. 

Being taken into custody, he very soon 
acknowledged liimself guilty of the crime 
imputed to him, and, on undergoing an 
examination before a magistrate, he was 
committed for trial; upon the proceeding 
of which he pleaded guilty to the charge 
preferred against him in the indictment, 
and was consequently sentenced to death, 
and was executed at Tyburn on the 28th 
of July, 1721. He was afterwards hung 
in chains near the spot where the murder 
was committed. 

What a variety of plans do we find 
adopted to effect the purposes of crime! 
Like the surgeon of whom we read, who 
wrapped up his lance in a sponge, with 
which, while he professed to do good to 
his patient by laving his side, he made a 
deep incision—the villain whose horrible 
deed we have now detailed,  under the 

pretension of entertaining feelings of an 
exalted affection for a female, kisses her, 
and embraces the opportunity of con- 
signing her to the world of spirits! 0, 
awful work! O, deed resembling hell! 

Naval and Military Torture.    N*"; 2, 
FLOGGING AT SEA AND ON SHORE. 

[From an article on " Courts-martial and the Ca[- 
o'-nine-tails," by Ensign O'Donoughue, in the. 
May Number of " Fraser's Magazine."] 

FLOGGING is unquestionably a detestabli 
punishment, and forty years ago this if- 
testable punishment was as certainly car- 
ried to a detestable extent. I n the army, 
any court-martial could award a corporal 
punishment to any amount of lashes shot! 
of a thousand; and five, six, seven, ani 
eight hundred were by no means unfre- 
quently given. Indeed, I have men 
tlian once heard it argued whether a 
strong man could bear more than nim 
hundred lashes without being taken from 
the halberts. The punishment, too, dlJ 
not necessarily cease when the delin- 
quent's sufferings overcame his physical 
endurance, and nature could bear no 
longer; but if the entire sentence wai 
not carried into execution the first tini; 
he was tied up, a second, and possibly! 
third time, after allowing a sutficicnt ii- 
terval for the cure of his back in the hos 
pital, was he brought out to receive &>. 
residue. Thus, as the first two hundiec 
and fifty or three hundred lashes gavi 
the greatest pain (after which the Jei 
becomes numbed to further blows), tli 
strong man took the whole of his puiiisl- 
ment at once, without, comparativflj 
speaking, feeling the last half of it; wtt 
the weaker man, though guilty of tli 
same crime only as the strong one, ws 
twice or thrice made to endure the acnl' 
torture attending the first strokes ofi; 
fresh flogging: I say nothing of his nn| 
ments passed during the interval, or in- 
tervals, in dwelling upon what was jH: 
before him. In many regiments, too, £; 
was the custom to flog by tap of drum- 
that was, for a drummer to stand by a"' 
give the time to him who wielded tlf 
cat, by tapping on the drum-head with'| 
single drumstick, at measured interval'! 
of about two seconds. Sometimes tliSi 
intervals were longer; and I have hea'' i 
of half-minute time being praclisrtj 
though I never saw it, which must hsi' 

^ 
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prolonged the torture to a most unneces- 
sarily cruel extent. 

At the period I am about to speak of, 
Albany Barracks, in the Isle of Wight, 
where I was quartered, held the depots 
of most of the line regiments on foreign 
service. Here recruits for those regi- 
ments were sent, preparatory to being 
forwarded, as opportunities offered, to the 
different head-quarters abroad; and as 
desertion was a matter of almost every- 
day occurrence, it at last became abso- 
lutely necessary to make some severe 
examples; otherwise the young soldiers 
would have departed nearly as rapidly as 
they came, carrying off the regimental 
necessaries with which they had been 
supplied. The cat was resorted to—not 
unadvisedly; and each soldier that de- 
serted well knew the penalty which, if 
retaken, he was likely to pay. I was one 
day lounging along the strand under 
West Cowes, watching a transport, with 
troops on board for America, that was 
getting slowly under weigh about a quar- 
ter of a mile from the shore, when a pri- 
vate soldier, and a woman with him, both 
in deep grief, came down to the sea-side, 
to a ship's boat, which, loaded heavily 
with vegetables and fresh meat, was evi- 
dently about to push off to the transport. 
The soldier (a recruit, I thought) and his 
wife, as she appeared to be, got into the 
boat; and I heard one of the two seamen 
belonging to her say that they were only 
waiting for the captain's coming to go off'. 
In a minute or two afterwards he came; 
and as he was stepping aft to the stern 
sheets he asked who the woman was. 
The soldier said she was his wife. The 
captain inquired if a passage was pro- 
vided for her in his ship. The reply was 
m the negative; and consequently the 
woman was kindly but peremptorily de- 
sired to quit the boat. Her tears and 
entreaties to be allowed to go on board, 
and to remain with her husband till the 
ship should be fairly off, were in vain. 
But the captain, a rough but kind band, 
said to the soldier, " "I'is impossible, my 
man—your wife can not come with us; 
but 'tis a pity to separate you two. Here, 
1 11 manage it—do you remain with her : 
the wind has fallen to a calm; we shan't 
move before the first of the morning's 
We: stay on shore to-night, and I'll 
speak to your commanding officer.    But 
he ne to come off to us quite by four 

o'clock, or you will lose your passage. 
Come, bear a hand, and bundle yourselves 
out of the boat." The ill-judged boon 
was gladly received ; the boat pushed off 
to the transport. Soon after they reached 
her, the sails, which had been cast loose 
from the yards, were again furled; and 
the soldier walked away with his wife, to 
enjoy his few hours' reprieve. 

It was full a week afterwards that, one 
morning, instead of being dismissed from 
parade, in the usual manner, as soon as 
inspection was over, the troops were 
moved to the rear of the barracks, and 
formed into a hollow square ; the triangles 
were erected ; a prisoner in undress uni- 
form was brought out between two file of 
the guard; the minutes of a court-mar- 
tial were read: " Strip, sir," said the 
lieutenant-colonel commanding the pa- 
rade ; and the culprit was tied up. It 
happened, from my being placed in one 
corner of the square, which was consi- 
derably larger than would have been 
formed under similar circumstances by 
one single battalion, I did not perceive 
his features: and, as there was a good 
deal of wind blowing in an opposite direc- 
tion, I could only gather, from the few 
words of the court-martial proceedings I 
heard read, that desertion was the crime 
laid to his charge. The sentence was two 
hundred lashes: he received only one 
hundred, when he was commanded to be 
taken down, the remainder of the punish- 
ment being excused: and I was ordered 
to wheel back half a dozen of my right 
files, to let him out of the square on his 
way to the hospital. The poor fellow 
nearly brushed my elbow as he passed, 
and I instantly recognized the features of 
the man whom the captain of the trans- 
port had given permission to remain on 
shore. Now that the punishment had 
been undergone, there was but one course 
to pursue; which was, to acquaint the 
officer commanding of what I had seen, 
the moment parade should be dismissed. 
I did so. He was exceedingly shocked, 
and exclaimed that the man ought never 
to have been flogged. But where lay the 
blame? The soldier had marched with 
his detachment to Cowes, and there em- 
barked. Four days after the ship had 
sailed, he was foimd in a public-house by 
a party of the piquet, and brought in. 
Desertion was manifest to the court-mar- 
tial that tried him, as the transport was 
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gone and he was not. In liis defence, he 
said that a gentleman, whom he believed 
to be the captain of tlie ship, gave liim 
leave to remain on shore for the night; 
that when he wanted to go off at day- 
break, next morning, no vessel was to he 
seen, as a breeze sprang up soon after 
dark, and she had sailed: and he was so 
afraid of being punished, that he skulked 
about the island, yet without any intention 
of absconding. But as the keystone of 
this defence was the alleged permission 
granted by the captain of a transport, and 
as neither of the five individual officers 
composing the court could believe that a 
captain of a transport would take upon 
himself to give any such permission, it 
entirely fell to the ground—particularly 
as he could not produce any one to speak 
to the fact—his wife, if I recollect right, 
not appearing before the court. He was 
sentenced, and, as I have said, punished. 
The officer who commanded us, however, 
stated to me that he would send a detail 
of the facts to the colonel of his regiment, 
so that no stigma should attach to his 
character. Alas ! all the ink that ever 
was spilt could not obliterate the marks 
on his back—they are there to this in- 
stant, if he lives. 

In the naval service, the system of 
corporal punishment was immeasurably 
worse, because the captains of his Majes- 
ty's ships were judges and jury in their 
own persons—that down to a late date, 
too; and though the lashes were num- 
bered by dozens instead of hundreds, a 
dozen afloat was fully equal to a hundred 
on shore. The cat used on board men- 
of-war, instead of being formed of ends 
of whipcord, fastened to a wooden handle 
about ttfteen inches long, as in the army, 
was altogether made out of a piece of 
rope thicker than a man's wrist, five feet 
in length, three of which were stiff and 
solid stuff, and the remaining two feet 
ravelled into ends that were afterwards 
hard twisted and knotted. .\t present, 
however, wooden handles are substituted 
for the old rope ones; but whether of 
rope or wood, upon the length of the 
handle depends the severity of the stroke. 
In the army, too, the drummer who flogs 
stands on one spot, and delivers the lash 
without moving his position, his arm alone 
giving force to the blow ; but hi the navy, 
the boatswain's mate, who has this, duty 
to perform, stands full two strides from 

the delinquent; he " combs out the cat,' 
as it is termed, by running his fingen 
through the strands, and separating them 
from each other, after every lash; then 
waving it over his head, he makes a step 
forward, and, with an inflexion of liij 
body that gives his whole strength to tin 
operation, delivers the stroke at the full 
sweep of his arm. 'Tis a severe punisli- 
meiit this; and I do not think any man 
could stand nine dozen as I have seen ii 
"laid in." An unhallowed torture is it- 
bad as the rack of bygone times; and ti 
the man that deserved such a piinisl- 
ment, hanging would be a more merciful 
dispensation—supposing, always, that anj 
suffering, short of cutting the line tk 
binds us to a life in which repentanci 
may yet be found, can be preferable, 
Yet while Britain's monarch, on hii 
throne, had not the power of injuring i 
hair of one of his people, the fiat that 
awarded these stripes went forth from 
the lips of a petty captain of even tie 
smallest craft in the navy, and was a! 
once acted upon without question or lie- 
sitation. Nor did it signify in what stall 
of mind the orderer of such punisliiiieiit 
was in. Whether calm or infuriatei 
whether schooled to examine warily, and 
punish justly, or biased by previous dii-, 
like, and predetermined to flog, guilty oi^ 
innocent, whether before dinner or after,; 
the epauletted lord of the quarter-decl 
was empowered to scarify the backs of 
his fellow-lieges as much as it pleasei 
him, without a soul under his commanil,. 
except the surgeon, who might save tli 
sufterer by certifying that he was not in 
a sufficiently robust state of health to ben 
it—without an individual to say him iisf 
.\ case in point I happen to be partic» 
larly acquainted with. Admiral Corn- 
wallis—perhaps better known in the navj | 
by the nickname of Billy Blue, which hi [ 
acquired from hoisting a " Blue Peter" 
(signal for sailing) the moment after 1« 
cast anchor in any port—had once been 
severely wounded in the head, so severelj: 
that at times he lost his reason; wi' 
though a taut hand, a perfect officer, » 
good a seaman as ever trod a plank, aiii 
a humane man withal, if by accident In 
was induced to swallow one addition!' 
glass of wine beyond his prescribed moir 
cum, the control of his mind vanishei 
and his brains, pro tern., were in ''"; 
region  where  Astolpho sought those * 
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Orlando  Furioso.     In  this  unfortunate 
state, one evening, he came out of his 
cabin while the ship was at sea; and his 
eye alighting ui)on one of the officers for 
whom it was supposed he entertained a 
dislike, he instantly ordered the hands to 
be turned up for punishment.    A grating 
was rigged, the ship's company mustered 
aft, and each looked at his messmate to 
learn who was to suffer.   When all was 
prepared,  the admiral,  who  pourtrayed 
scarce any outward signs of his inward 
derangement, pointed out the individual 
whom  he   intended  to  have  punished. 
Every body hesitated at first to obey an 
order for seizing a commissioned officer. 
But the maxim on board ship, " To obey 
orders, though you break owners," tallies 
with the eastern one of " To hear is to 
obey;" so, without much ceremony, the 
astonished  oflicer found  himself  naked 
from the waist upwards, firmly lashed by 
wrist and ancle  to  the grating,  and a 
boatswain's mate, cat in hand, ready to 
flog  liim.    The   officers   were   entirely 
taken aback at these unlocked for pro- 
ceedings,  and had not time to remon- 
strate, even if such was their intention, 
before Admiral Cornwallis liimself gave 
the signal to the boatswain's mate, and 
two dozen were  soundly laid in,  Billy 
Blue looking on all the while as if he 
was doing the most natural thing in the 
world.    At the  end  of  the  two  dozen 
the seizings were cast loose, the bleeding 
slioulders of the punished gentleman were 
submitted to the surgeon, the watch was 
called, and back to his cabin hied the 
admiral as sedately as a judge.    If the 
ship's   company   were    astonished,   the 
aggregate  of   tlieir   astonishment  could 
scarcely  equal  the  wonder  of Admiral 
Cornwallis, when, next morning, he was 
informed of his over-night's freak.    He 
refused to believe it,   till the fact was 
brought so circumstantially before him, 
Wat it was impossible longer to doubt. 
I hen all hands were again turned up for 
punishment;   and the  officer  who  had 
been flogged  was  brought from  below, 
s'lll in arrest, from which he refused to 
"je released.   When the crew were won- 
dering what next was to happen—some 
ot them, perhaps, thinking he was to be 
flogged again—the admiral appeared on 
'he quarter-deck with a cane in his hand, 
•d Walking up to the punished officer, 
addressed him nearly as follows: " 1 am 

told that yesterday evening I ordered you, 
sir, to be flogged, and that my orders wer» 
carried into execution on this quarter- 
deck; but, upon my word of honour, I 
have not the remotest recollection of the 
circumstance. It appears to be true, 
however; and therefore, this morning, I 
have assembled together those who saw 
you punished. Now, in their presence I 
have to tell you that I don't come here to 
make an apology for what I have done, 
because no British officer could receive 
an apology from any one after being 
struck; if I did not strike you myself, 
I caused another to do so. I won't ask 
your pardon, sir, because, as a man of 
honour, you could not in this way i)ardon 
an unpardonable offence. Nor, sir, will 
I wave my rank to give you personal 
satisfaction on shore, because, by receiv- 
ing your fire, or by firing at you, I could 
not obliterate the stain I have laid upon 
your shoulders. But I ask a favour of 
you before the ship's company; which is, 
that you will take this cane and use it on 
my back as long as it will hold together. 
By ! I would do so to any one that 
served me as I did you.    Mr. , you 
may thrash me if you please, and as 
much as you like, and, as I am a living 
man, it shall not interfere with your 
future promotion."    Here he presented 
the  handle  of  the  cane  to  Mr.  . 
Now every man there knew Cornwallis was 
true as steel, and brave as a lion: and 
if he thus humbled himself to his inferior 
officer, it was not through fear of fighting 
a duel, nor yet from apprehension of 
being brought to a court-martial; but 
they saw that, in the keenest spirit of 
the most bitter self-condemnation, their 
gallant old chief took the only step which 
could heal the honour he had wounded; 
and, however unused to the melting 
mood, many a broad eye, set in the 
weather-beaten faces that thronged round 
the mainmast, glistened with moisture on 
witnessing the penance which Billy Blue 
inflicted upon himself. Mr.   be- 
haved very proper!}'. He took the cane, 
snapped it in two across his knee, flung 
the pieces overboard, and extending his 
hand towards the admiral, told him he 
forgave him with all his heart. The 
ship's company burst into an involuntary 
cheer when they saw them shake hands, 
notwithstanding the usual sanctity of a 
line-of-battle ship's quarter-deck; and 
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more than one among them would have 
kissed the gunner's daughter himself, to 
the tune of a similar two dozen, for the 
pleasure of being afterwards rewarded by 
grasping old Billy's " flipper." I will 
conclude the last half of my story—which 
may be looked upon somewhat in the 
light of an episode, as it has nothing to 
say to the previous question of the power 
to flog resting in the hands of a superior 
oflicer at sea—by stating, that Mr.  
finished his naval career with that same 
voyage, and commenced another one on 
shore under the patronage of the Marquis 
Cornwallis, brother to the admiral, which, 
if less venturesome, was more profitable 
far. He lived to see himself collector of 
customs in a northern sea-port; a snug 
berth, for which he might have sighed 
and sought in vain, but for his good 
luck in tasting Billy Blue's discipline. 
It is said that Billy himself was never 
afterwards known to be in the slightest 
degree inebriated. But however the old 
trite and true saying, " 'tis an ill wind 
that blows nobody good," might have 
been exemplified in this instance, the 
system that could by any possibilty have 
permitted such a breach of the laws was 
insufferably bad; and the corner-stone of 
this system was the power of inflicting 
punishment laying solely in the hands of 
any one individual. Why was the fact 
so well known ? Because Admiral Corn- 
wallis flogged an officer. Suppose he 
had given two dozen to a man before 
the mast; the circumstance would have 
been entered on the log, and but little 
said about the matter, while the infamy 
of the one act could not have surpassed 
that of the other. 

The foregoing statement of facts is 
from the pen of a Tory writer, a con- 
tributor to the thorough-paced Tory pub- 
lication whence it emanated. Though 
the writer admits that horrible cruelties 
have been perpetrated in the flogging of 
soldiers and sailors, he maintains that it 
cannot be altogether avoided without de- 
stroying discipline; but he declares it to 
be necessary to restrict the use of the 
lash. With respect to the assertion that 
it must be perpetuated on the score of 
preserving discipline, the editor of " The 
Weekly Dispatch" observes, " This is the 
consistent, but we think mistaken, Tory 
view of the subject: it is manly, and even 

amiable, when contrasted with the dis- 
gusting apostacy of the Whigs with re- 
gard to military torture." Give the pri- 
vate a specific chance of promotion for 
meritorious services and good conduct, 
and it is not probable that he would so 
far infringe upon the requisite disciplinary 
regulations as to incur the risk of being 
drummed out, provided such were to be 
the certain issue of any crime hitherto 
deemed worthy of flogging. On some 
such moral adjustment the matter ought 
unquestionably to be settled. 

HISTORY OF LEWIS IIOUSSART. 

THIS malefactor was born at Sedan, in 
France;   but his parents, being Protest- 
ants, quitted that kingdom, in consequence 
of an edict of Louis the Fourteenth, and 
settled in Dutch Brabant.    Young Hous- 
sart's father placed him with a barbci- 
surgeon at Amsterdam,  with whom he I 
lived a considerable time, and then served j 
as a  surgeon  on board   a Dutch ship, l 
which he quitted through want of healtli, ' 
and came to England. 

He had been a considerable time in 
this country, when he became acquainted : 
with Ann Rondeau, whom he married at , 
the French church in Spitalfields.   Having i 
lived about three years with his wife at ; 
Hoxton,  he left   her with  disgust, and ' 
going into  the  city passed for  a single i 
man, working as barber and hair-dresser; ; 
where he soon became acquainted with a • 
Mrs. Hern, of Princess Street, Lothbury, 
whom he married at St. Antholin's churcli. 
No sooner was the ceremony performed, 
than the company went to drink wine at 
an adjacent tavern, when the parish-clerk 
observed that Houssart changed counte- i 
nance, and some of the company asliei 
him if he repented his bargain; to whicl 
he replied in the negative.    It appears aj 
if, even at this time, he had come to a 
resolution of murdering his first wife ; fe' 
he had not been long married before li" 
second charged him with a former matn- 
monial connexion; on which he desireo 
her to be easy, for she would be con- 
vinced, in a short time, that he had no 
wife but herself.      During this intervjl 
his first wife   lived with  her mother m 
Swan Alley, Shoreditch, and Mrs. Hons- 
sart being in an ill state of health, her 
husband called upon her about a fortnigW 
before  the  perpetration   of the murda. 
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and told her he would bring her some- 
thing to relieve her; and the next day he 
gave her a medicine that had the appear- 
ance of conserve of roses, which threw her 
into such severe convulsions that her life 
was despaired of for some hours; but she 
at length recovered. 

This scheme failing, Houssart deter- 
mined to murder her, to effect which, and 
conceal the crime, he directed his second 
wife to meet him at the Turk's Head, in 
Bishopsgate Street, whither she went, and 
waited for him. In the mean time he 
dressed himself in a white great coat, and 
walked out with a cane in his hand, and 
a sword by his side. Going to the end of 
Swan Alley, Shoreditch, he gave a boy a 
penny to go into the lodgings of his first 
wife, and her mother, Mrs. Rondeau, and 
tell the old woman that a gentleman 
wanted to speak with her at the Black 
Dog, in Bishopsgate Street. Mrs. Ron- 
deau saying she would wait on the gen- 
tleman, Houssart hid himself in the alley 
till the boy told him she was gone out, 
and then went to his wife's room, and cut 
hct throat with a razor; and, thus mur- 
dered, she was found by her mother on 
her return from the Black T)og, after 
inquiring in vain for the gentleman who 
was said to be waiting for her. In the 
interim Houssart went to his other wife, 
at the Turk's Head, where he appeared 
much dejected, and had some sudden 
starts of passion. The landlady of the 
house, who was at supper with his wife, 
expressing some surprise at his behaviour, 
lie became more calm, and said he was 
only uneasy lest her husband should re- 
tarn, and find him so meanly dressed; 
and soon after this Houssart and his wife 
went home. 

Mrs. Rondeau having found her daugh- 
ter murdered, as above mentioned, went 
to her son, and communicated the affair; 
and he, having heard that Houssart lodged 
in Lothbury, took a constable thither, and 
said he was come to apprehend him on 
suspicion of having murdered his wife; 
pn which he laughed loudly, and asked 
'• anything in his looks indicated that he 
could be guilty of such a crime. 

Being committed to Newgate, he was 
Wed at the Old Bailey, but acquitted, for 
"ant of the evidence of the boy, who was 
"ft found till a considerable time after- 
wards; but the court ordered the prisoner 
to remain in Newgate, to take his trial for 

bigamy ; in consequence of which he was 
indicted at the next sessions, when full 
proof was brought of both his marriages ; 
but an objection was made by his counsel, 
on a point of law, " Whether he could be 
guilty of bigamy, as the first marriage 
was performed by a French minister ; 
and he was only once married according 
to the form of the church of England." 
On this the jury brought in a special 
verdict, subject to the determination of 
the twelve judges. 

While Houssart lay in Newgate wait- 
ing this solemn award, the boy whom he 
had employed to go into the house of 
Mrs. Rondeau, and who had until now 
kept secret the whole transaction, being 
in conversation with his mother, asked 
her what would become of the boy if 
he should be apprehended ? The mother 
told him, he would only be sworn to tell 
the truth. " Why," said he, " I thought 
they would hang him." But the mother 
satisfying him that there was no danger 
of any such consequence, and talking 
farther with him on the subject, he .con- 
fessed that he was the boy who went 
with the message. He was consequently 
taken to Solomon Rondeau, brother of the 
deceased, who went with him to a justice 
of the peace ; and the latter ordered a 
constable to attend him to Newgate, wher» 
he fixed on Houssart as the person who 
had employed him in the way already 
detailed. 

Solomon Rondeau immediately lodged 
an appeal against the prisoner; but no 
proceedings could be had thereon, it ap- 
pearing that there was some bad Latin 
in it; and another appeal was therefore 
lodged the next sessions, when the pri- 
soner urged that he was not prepared for 
his trial, and he was indulged till another 
sessions. The appeal was brought in the 
name of Solomon Rondeau, as heir to the 
deceased; and the names of .John Doe 
and Richard Doe were entered in the 
common form, as pledges to prosecute. 

When the trial came on, the counsel 
for the prisoner stated the following pleas 
in bar to, and in abatement of, the pro- 
ceedings. 1, That, besides the appeal to 
which he now pleaded, there was another 
yet depending, and so undetermined. 2, 
That there was a misnomer; because his 
name was not Lewis, but Louis. 3, That 
the addition of labourer was wrong; for 
he was not a labourer, but a barber-sur- 
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goon. 4, That tliore were no such per- 
Bona as John Doe and Richard Doe, wlio 
were mentioned as pledges in the appeal. 
5, That Henry Rondeau was the brother 
and heir to the deceased; that Solomon 
Rondeau was not her brother and heir, 
and therefore was not the proper appel- 
lant. 6, That defendant was not guilty 
of the facts charged in the appeal. 

The counsel for the appellant replied 
to these several pleas, in substance—to 
the first, that the former appeal was 
already quashed. To the second, that it 
appeared that the prisoner had owned to 
the name of Lewis, by pleading to it on 
two indictments; the one for bigamy, the 
other for murder; and his hand-writing 
was pioduced, in which he had spelt his 
name Lewis; and it was likewise proved 
that he had usually answered to that 
name. To the third, it was urged that 
on the two former indictments he had 
pleaded to the addition of labourer; and 
a person swore that the prisoner had 
worked as a journeyman or servant, and 
did not carry on his business as a master. 
To the fourth, it was urged that there 
were two such persons in Middlesex as 
•Tohn Doe and Richard Doe, the one a 
weaver, and the other a soldier; which 
fact was sworn to. In answer to the 
fifth, Ann Rondeau, the mother of the 
deceased, swore that she had no children 
except the nuirdered party, and Solomon 
Rondeau the appellant; that Solomon 
was brother and heir to the deceased, 
which Henry Rondeau was not, being 
only the son of her husband by a former 
wife. With regard to the last article or 
plea, respecting his being not guilty, that 
was left to be determined by the opinion 
of the jury. 

The trial was brought on, and the 
same witnesses being examined as on the 
former trial, with the addition of the boy, 
the jury found the prisoner guilty; in 
consequence of which he received sen- 
tence of death. 

His conduct after conviction was very 
improper for one in his melancholy situa- 
tion ; and as the day of execution drew 
nearer, he became more thoughtless and 
more hardened, frequently declaring that 
he would cut his throat, as the jury had 
found him guilty of cutting that of his 
wife; but it does not appear that he ever 
attempted it. 

At the place of execution his behaviour 

was equally hardened. He treated every 
species of devotion with scorn, and sui- 
fered in this wretched state of mind at 
Swan Alley, Shoreditch, on the 7tli of 
December, 1724; a pitiable example of 
the deep depravity to which the heart ot 
man is liable, losing even the slightest 
touch of remorse at the commission ot 
the foulest and most abhorrent crime. 

CHINESE JUSTICE. 

THE Canton Register of the 1st of Decem- 
ber, contains a proclamation issued bj 
Ke, " Guardian of the Prince, and acting 
Governor and Fooynen of Kiranbuiig," 
by which it appears that the last confla- 
gration was supposed to have been tk 
work of incendiaries; and it proposes to 
make short work with them. We subjoin 
a copy of the document. 

" It is known that the provincial city 
is thickly crowded with dwellings, and • 
there are always vagabonds ready l« 
seize every opportunity of setting ht 
[to houses], scheming to steal money anJ 
goods, regardless of the bodies and live 
of men ; craftiness and wickedness dwell i 
in their hearts, they are altogether devoiJ 
of heavenly principles, and their depra- 
vity is carried to the very extreme point 
The law must cut them utterly otF. Id 
all civil and military officers, soldiers, 
people, and police make themselves full) 
acquainted with this proclamation. If 
these fire-spreading villains are found 
seize them immediately, and take them 
before the magistrate ; let them be triei i 
and the royal order [to put tliem to 
death] be respectfully requested, ami 
forthwith   cut  oft' their heads.    Let all 
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tremblingly obey without opposition, 
special edict. 

" Tenth moon, ninth day." 

A HINT TO CERTAIN LEGISLATORS. 

HE who dislikes the correction of sotii 
abuses, as far as it is practicable, ia eitb'i •^J} 
a villain  or a fool; but he who in to I J[3jj.',| 
desire to remove them acts with cruell)* •     "*' 
is equally mad or wicked, if not even i' 
a greater degree so. 
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[THE  Cur.PHIT  APFRIG 

THERE have been few thieves who have 
individually committed more depreda- 
tions than the subject of the following 
narrative: he appeare to have possessed 
ronaiderable talent; and had it not been 
fw liis unsteady disposition, and the dis- 
solute company into which lie fell, he 
might have been a credit to society. He 
iras a native of St. Martin in the Fields ; 
»'l his father dying while he was an 
infant, his mother married a smith in St. 
'^lartin's Lane, who w^as remarkable for 
his ["genuity. 
, ihe father-in-law going to  Harflenr, 
in Normandy, with  many other  skilful 
Jfi'its, to be concerned in an iron nianu- 
'''•toiy, took Powis with him when he 
»as only e;g]jj ^^^^.^ ^j. ^^^^   ^j^^^ j^.^^ 

"« been long there before the fatlicr-in- 
'"•'' received a letter, acquainting hinr of 

IITED  IN  HIS  SLEEP.] 

the death of his wife; on whicli he left 
the boy to the care of an Englishman, 
and set off to London in order to settle 
his affairs, whence he soon returned to 
Normandy. 

But the scheme in which they had 
embarked failing, they soon came back 
to England, and the man marrying a 
second wife, took a shop in Chancery 
Lane, London, and sent young Powis to 
school, where he made such progress, 
that a little time gave hope of his becom- 
ing a good Latin scholar : he had not 
been long at school, however, before liig 
father-in-law took him home, to instruct 
him in his own business; and hence his, 
misfortunes appear to have ai'isen; for 
such was his attachment to literature, 
that when he was sent on an errand, he 
constantly loitered awa^• his time r'eading 

Q 
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at the stall of some bookseller. When he 
had been about four years with his father, 
two lads of his acquaintance persuaded [ 
him to take a stroll into the country; 
and they wandered through the villages 
adjacent to London, for about a week, 
in a condition almost starving; and some- 
times begging food to relieve the extremi- 
ties of hunger; but distress at length 
compelled them to return to town. 

The father-in-law of Powis received 
him kindly, and forgave his fault, after 
which he continued about a year longer 
with him; but having read a number of 
plays, he imbibed such romantic notions 
as disqualified him for business. Inspired 
with an idea of going on the stage, he 
offered his service to Mr. Rich, manager 
of Covent Garden Theatre at the time ; 
but having repeated some parts of the 
tragedy of " Julius Cassar," Mr. Rich told 
him he was not competent for the stage, 
and advised him to attend to his trade. 

Soon after this Powis again quitted his 
father-in-law, and rambled some days 
through the country ; but he returned on 
a Sunday, in the absence of the family, 
and broke open a chest, whence he took 
out his best clothes, and again decamped. 
Powis's father, finding that nothing had 
been taken except the boy's clothes, easily 
judged who must be the thief; in conse- 
quence of which he went with a constable 
in search of the youth, whom he found 
and took before a magistrate, in the hope 
of making him sensible of his folly. The 
justice threatening to commit him unless 
he made a proper submission, he promised 
to go home and do so; but dropping his 
father-in-law in the street, he went to an 
acquaintance, to whom he communicated 
his situation, and asked his advice how to 
act. His friend advised him to go home 
and discharge his duty ; but this not suit- 
ing his inclination, and it being now the 
time of Bartholomew fair, he engaged 
with Miller, a strolling player, to act a 
part in a farce exhibited in Smithfield. 

His next adventure was going to Dork- 
ing, Surrey, with another strolling player, 
named Button, by whom he was taught 
to expect great things: but Button, hav- 
ing previously oftended the inhabitants, 
met with no encouragement; on which 
they proceeded to Horsham, in Sussex, 
where they were equally unsuccessful. 

At the latter place Powis slept in a 
hay-loft, near the kitchen of an inn; and 

being almost starved, he Used to get k 
at the window and steal victuals, wUi 
the family were in bed.' He likewise 
stole a new pair of shoes belonging ii 
the landlord; but the latter, discovering 
the thief, took the shoes from him, an! 
gave him an old pair instead. Aboul 
this time Button took Powis's clotlies 
from him, and gave him others that were 
little better than rags. 

Having left this place, they put up ah 
an inn, where the landlord obliged tlit 
company to sleep in the hay-loft, admit 
ting none into his house but the manager,! 
At night Powis crept into the kitclieii,: 
and devoured the remains of a cold pis: 
besides which, he stole a pair of boofc: 
and a pair of stockings, with which 1» 
retreated to the hay-loft. He continiiti 
to steal provisions several nights, till tin 
landlord and Button watched, with loadeJ 
guns, in expectation of the thief, wlit 
however, did not come that night. 

Powis having obtained a few halfpentt 
by one of his petty thefts, stole out fmi 
the hay-loft to drink at a public-house 
but the landlord happening to be tlien 
knew the boots to be his; on which • 
unfortunate adventurer hastily retreate; 
to the hay-loft, where he expected to Ii: 
secure; but the landlord. Button, at 
others, following him, seized him, ao: 
took him into the kitchen for examiii 
tion. He readily confessed he had stole 
the victuals; on which he was delivert 
into the custody of two countrymen,! 
guard him till the next day, when 
was proposed to take him before a magii 
trate. 

The family having retired to bed, Po»' 
pretended to fall fast asleep; on wkw 
one of his guard said, " How the pi' 
fellow sleeps, notwithstanding his * 
fortunes;" to which the other said,"!' 
me sleep an hour, and then I will iv* 
while you sleep." In a few minutes bo; 
the men were asleep; on which Po* 
thinking to escape, attempted to p»"' 
the boots; but making some noise, «• 
landlord heard him, and on his coffli* 
down stairs, Powis affected to sleep- 
before : the landlord awoke the gust*' 
and bid them take more care of * 
prisoner; which they promised to do, ^ 
soon fell asleep again. 

Powis now took the boots in his l"' 
and getting out of the inn-yard ran * 
the utmost expedition till he had go'• 
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of the town, and then drawing on the 
boots lie proceeded on his journey to 
London. He, however, missed liis way, 
and, getting on a common, knew not how 
to proceed; hut going into a cow-house, 
ill which was a quantity of flax, he lay 
down to rest. In the morning the owner 
of the flax found him, and inquiring what 
business he had there, Powis said that, 
being intoxicated, he had lost his way; 
on which the other directed him in the 
right road, in which ha hastened forward, 
in the apprehension of being pursued. 

Towards evening he arrived near Dork- 
ing, but did not enter the town till it was 
dark; and as he was going through the 
street, he heard a door open; and turning 
round, a woman, who had a candle in her 
band, called him; and on his demanding 
what she wanted,   she  said  to  another 
woman, " Sure  enough, it is  he."   This 
woman,  who   had  washed, the  players' 
linen, said that  two men  had  been  in 
pursuit of him,  and that the be^t way 
would be to avoid  the high  road,  and 
get to London some other way, with all 
possible expedition.    Powis,  taking this 
advice,  quitted   the   turnpike  road,  and 
got to a farm-house, where he stole three 
books and some  other trifles,  eat some 
provisions, and then proceeded towards 
London, stopping at Stockwell at a house 
kept by the mother of his father-in-law's 
wife.   All this happened in the night; 
but, knowing the place, he went into the 
back yard,  and lay down  to   sleep   on 
some straw.    Observing some  thrashers 
come to work in the morning, lie con- 
cealed himself  under   some   straw   till 
night, when   he   crept  out,   went to  a 
public-house, drank some beer,  and re- 
turned to his former lodgings.    Inspired 
by .the liquor he had drank, he began 
to sing, by which he drew some people 

,    round him, who conducted him into the 
1    liouse; his mother-in-law happening to 

be there  on  a visit,   spoke  with  great 
kindness  to  him,  and  advised  him  to 
remain there till she had communicated 
'lie affair to her husband.    In a few days 
•lie father-in-law came to him, and ex- 
pressed his readiness to take him home, 
11 he would but attend to business, and 
oecline his present vagrant course of life : 
'pis he readily agreed to, and he  con- 
'jiiued steady during the winter; but on 
'ne approach of summer he again left 
"IS friends, and rambled ahout nearly a 

month subsisting on the casual hounty of 
his acquaintance. 

Falling into company with .Joseph Pat- 
terson, whom he had known among the 
strolling players, Patterson engaged him 
to perform a part in the tragedy of " The 
Earl of Essex," at Windmill Hill, near 
Moorfields, then a place of resort for 
the lower class of spouters in and near 
London. The part of Lord Burleigh 
being assigned to Powis, and it being 
intimated in the printed bills that this 
part was to be performed by a young 
gentleman, being his first appearance on 
the stage, the curiosity of the public was 
somewhat excited, so that there was a 
full house. Unfortunately Lord Burleigh 
was dressed in the shabbiest manner ; 
and being little better than a compound 
of rags and dirt, it was with some diffi- 
culty the minister of state went through 
his part, amidst the laughter and ridi- 
cule of the spectators. Returning home 
through Ludgate Street, after the play, 
he saw a gentleman who said he had 
dropped three guineas, but had picked 
up one of them. Powis happening to 
find the other two, kept one for himself, 
and gave the other to the owner, who, 
not knowing that he had retained one, 
insisted on his drinking a glass of wine, 
and thanked him for his civility. 

Soon afterwards, Powis being stopped 
one night in Chancery Lane by a violent 
shower of rain, climbed over a gate, and 
got under the shelter of a pent-house 
belonging to the Six Clerks' Office, where 
he remained till morning, when the clerks 
came to their business; and he was then 
afraid to appear, lest he should be taken 
for a thief from the shabbiness of his 
dress. Leaning against a plastered wall, 
part of it broke ; but as the place he 
stood in was very dark, no one observed 
it, on which he resolved to profit by the 
accident; in consequence of which he, 
at night, made the breach wider, and 
got into the office, whence he stole six 
guineas, and about fifty shillings in silver. 
Having spent this money, he determined 
to join his old companions on Windmill 
Hill; and in his way thither he observed 
a fellow pick a countryman's pocket of a 
bag of money, in Smithfield. A cry of 
" Stop thief," being immediately raised, 
the pickpocket dropped the bag, which 
Powis picked up unobserved; and, re- 
tiring to a public-house, he examined the 

m 
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contents of the bag, which he found to 
amount to above 50/. Having put the 
money in his pocket, he threw away the 
bag, and retired to liis lodgings. This 
money, a greater sura than he had ever 
before possessed, was soon spent in ex- 
travagance, and he was again reduced to 
great extremities. 

Thus distressed he got into the area of 
a coffee-house, in Chancery Lane, and 
attempted to force the kitchen-window ; 
but not succeeding, lie secreted himself 
in the coal-cellar till the following even- 
ing, when he got into the house, and hid 
himself in a hole behind the chimney. 
When the family were gone to rest, he 
stole some silver spoons, and about 3.s. 
of halfpence from the bar; and having 
now fasted thirty hours he ate and drank 
heartily; but hearing a person come down 
stairs, he pulled off his shoes, and, retiring 
hastilv, got into a hole where broken glass 
was kept, by which his feet were cut in 
a dreadful manner. It happened to be 
only the maid-servant that came down 
stairs; and going into the kitchen, Powis 
put on his shoes, and ran through the 
coffee-room into the street. 

Being again reduced, he broke into the 
Chancery Office, whence he stole about 
41. 10s.: this sura being very quickly spent, 
he looked out for a fresh supply. Going 
to St. Dunstan's Church, at the time of 
morning prayers, he hid himself in the 
gallery till night, and then stole some of 
the prayer-books, which he proposed to 
have carried off the next morning, when 
the sexton, more terrified than the thief, 
appeared, and ran to procure the assist- 
ance of another man; but in the mean 
time Powis had so secreted himself that 
they could not find him after a searclj of 
two hours; which they at length gave up, 
concluding that he had got out through 
one of the windows. He, however, re- 
mained in the church all that day, and 
at the hour of prayer the next morning- 
went off with as many books as produced 
him a guinea. 

On the following night he visited an 
acquaintance in Ram Alley, Fleet Street, 
•where he observed a woman deposit some 
goods in a room, the door of which she 
fastened with a padlock. On this he con- 
cealed himself in the cellar, till towards 
morning, when he opened the padlock 
with a crooked nail, and stole two gold 
rings and a guinea, being baulked in his 

expectation   of  a  much   more  valuablt 
prize. 

One of the prayer-books which he liaj 
stolen from St. Dunstan's Clunch, he soli 
to a bookseller in the Strand; and whilt 
the lady who had lost it was inquiring at 
the bookseller's if such a book had fallen 
into his hands, Powis happened to slop 
to speak with a gentleman at the door; 
on which the bookseller said, " There is 
the man who sold it me;" and the Mj 
replied, " He is a thief, and has stolen 
it." The bookseller calHng Powis into 
shop, asked him if he had sold him that 
book, which he acknowledged ; and Lein; 
desired to recollect how he had obtained 
it, he said he could not; on which tlii 
bookseller threatened to have him com- 
mitted to prison; but the lady now ear- 
nestly looking at him, asked him if hij j 
name was Powis. He said it was; on: 
which she burst into tears, and said," 1 
am sorry for you, and for your poor 
father: you are the cause of all his iin-' 
happiness." The bookseller, happening 
likewise to know Powis's father, deliverei 
the book to the lady, and permitted the 
young thief to depart, on promise to pav 
for it on the following day; but the da; 
of payment never came. 

A few nights after this ho climbed iip j 
the sign-post belonging to a pastry-coot | 
in Fleet Street, and got in at a chamber-^ 
window,  whence he descended into lb; 
shop;   but not finding any money intlie! 
till, he stole only two or three old books, 
and  filled  his  pockets  with tarts, will 
which he decamped.    Calling some days 
afterv.'ards at   the same  shop to buy i 
tart, he found the people  of the bouse 
entertaining themselves with the ideaoi 
the   disappointment  the  thief had i* 
with; and a lady who lodged in the hoiis; 
produced her gold watch, saying shesiip-j 
posed that had been the object of m\ 
search.     This  circumstance  encourage' 
him to make another attempt; and»' 
the  following  night he  again ascendeJ 
the sign-post, and got in at the windo»; 
but hearing a person coming down staic 
without shoes, he got back to the sij«' 
post, descended,  and ran off.     He «'S 
instantly pursued; but he escaped thvou;'. 
the darkness of the night. 

Chagrined at this disappointment, w 
sauntered into the fields, and lay d"" 
under a hay-rick. He .slumbered awliil'j 
but being distressed in mind, he imagiw' 

yoii 
judgi 
or] - 
you 
walk< 
" V/h 
swer, 
that J 
addre 
take \ 
The I 
but t( 
by mc 
the a< 
about 
resolu 
law; 1 
an old 
of a I 
with h 
resolve 
partini 
to the 
five hi 
Iwngi-j 
he sup 
cept e 
solved 
Chance 
broke t 
booty. 

In t 
werted 
Wm, to 
and iia 
I'as toh 
liim to 
began 
'herefor 
and woi 
Ws fath 
Powis c 
new cli 
good bo 
ceed on 
'•Jcarted 



ANNALS OF CHIME. 117 
he beard a voice crying, " Rini, run, fly, 
for your life; for you are pursued; and if 
you are taken, you will be hanged!" 
He started with wild affright, and large 
drops of sweat ran down his face, occa- 
sioned by tlie agitation of his mind. 
Finding that he had only been disturbed 
by a dream, lie again lay down ; but tlie 
stings of his conscience again haunting 
him, he dreamed that a person came to 
him, saying, " Young man, you must go 
go away from hence ; for were I to suffer 
you to remain here, I should expect a 
judgment to fall upon me; so, go away, 
or 1 will fetch a constable who will oblige 
you to go." Being again terrified, he 
walked roiuid the hay-rick, calling out, 
" Who is there?" but, receiving no an- 
swer, he lay down again, and dreamed 
that his father-in-law stood by him, and 
addressed him—" O, son! will you never 
take warning till justice overtakes you ? 
The time will come when you will wish, 
but too late, that you had been warned 
by me." Unable now to sleep, through 
the agonies of his mind, he wandered 
about till morning, and had formed a 
resolution of returning to his father-in- 
law; but, as he was going to him, he met 
an old acquaintance, who paid him a debt 
of a few shillings; and going to drink 
with him, Powis soon forgot the virtuous 
resolves he had so recently formed. On 
parting from this acquaintance, he went 
to the house of another, where he slept 
five hours; and then, being extremely 
hungry, he went to a public-house, where 
he supped, and spent all his money, ex- 
cept eightpence. Thus reduced, he re- 
solved to make a fresh attempt on the 
Chancery OfBce, for which purpose he 
broke through the wall, but be found no 
booty. 

In the mean time his father-in-law 
exerted his utmost endeavours to find 
nim, to consult with him for his safety; 
Md having met with him, the youngster 
was told that it would be imprudent for 
hnn to stay longer in London, as people 
oegan to be suspicious of him : he was 
therefore advised to go to Cambridge, 
and work as journeyman with a smith of 
Ms father-in-law's acquaintance. Young 
"owis consenting, the father bought him 
lew clothes, furnished him with some 
good books, and gave him money to pi-o- 
•e<l on his journey. Ho left his kind- 
"earted and generous adviser ; and soon 

afterwards meeting with six strolling 
players, one of whom he had formerly 
known, he sat down drinking with them, 
and continued to do so, till all his money 
was spent, when he sold his new clothes. 

Our young adventurer now became so 
hardened in guilt, that there appeared 
no prospect of his reformation. One 
Sunday morning early he attempted to 
break open the house of a baker in Chan- 
cery Lane ; but the family being alarmed, 
he was obliged to decamp without his 
booty, though not without being known. 
This affair coming to the knowledge of 
the father, he commissioned some friends 
to tell the boy, if they should meet him, 
that he was still ready to receive him 
with kindness, if he would mend his 
conduct. 

Powis, being now very much distressed, 
applied to his still generous and anxious 
friend, who advised him to go to the 
West Indies, as the most effectual method 
of being out of danger; and he pro- 
mised to furnish him with necessaries 
for the voyage. Powis, accepting the 
offer, was properly fitted out and sent on 
board a ship in the river, where he was 
confined in the hold to prevent his es- 
caping. In a day or two afterwards he 
was allowed the liberty of the ship; and 
most of the seamen now going on shore 
to take leave of their friends, he resolved 
to seize the opportunity of making his 
escape, and of taking something of value 
with him. Waiting till it was night, he 
broke open a chest belonging to a pas- 
senger; and having stolen a handsome 
suit of clothes, he took the opportunity 
of the people on watch going to call 
others to relieve them, and, dropping 
down the side of the ship, got into a 
boat; but having only a single oar, he 
was unable to steer her; and after striv- 
ing a considerable time, he was obliged 
to let her drive; tlie consequence of 
whicli was that she ran on shore below 
Woolwich. Quitting the boat he set off 
towards London; but near Deptford he 
met with two men, who asked him to 
sell his wig, on which he went into a 
public-house with them, where they told 
him that a friend of theirs had been 
robbed of such a wig, and they suspected 
him to be the robber. Powis saw through 
the artifice, and, calling the landlord, de- 
sired that a constable might be sent for, 
to take the villains into custody; but the 
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men immediately threw down their reck- 
oning, and ran off in the iitmost haste. 

Our adventurer, proceeding to London, 
changed his clothes, and took to his old 
practice of househreaking, in which, how- 
ever, he was remarkably unsuccessful and 
unfortunate. Strolling one night to the 
house at Stockwell where he had formerly 
been, he got in at the window, and stole 
a bottle of brandy, a great coat, and some 
other articles; but the family becoming 
alarmed, he was pursued and taken. As 
he was known by the people of the house, 
they threatened to convey him to the 
ship; but he expressed so much dread at 
the consequence, the theft which he had 
committed on board recurring to his bur- 
dened mind, though burdened to no pur- 
pose, that they conducted him again to 
his father-in-law, whose humanity once 
more induced him to receive the returned 
prodigal with kindness. 

Powis now lived regularly at home for 
about nine weeks, when, having received 
about a guinea as Christmas-box gather- 
ings, he got into company, and spent the 
whole; after which he again resumed his 
former bad practices. Having concealed 
himself under some hay in a stable in 
Chancery Lane, he broke into a boarding- 
school adjoining it, whence he stole some 
books and a quantity of linen. 

Soon after this he broke into the house 
of an attorney, and, getting into the gar- 
ret, struck a light, when some of the in- 
mates, being alarmed, raised an outcry of 
"Thieves! thieves!" A man ascended 
a ladder, and Powis, on observing him, 
attempted to break through the tiling; 
but, failing in this, he got into a gutter, 
whence he dropped down into a carpen- 
ter's yard adjoining, but could get no far- 
ther. While he was in this situation the 
carpenter, furnishing himself with a light 
and going into the yard, took him into 
custody, and he was lodged in the roinid- 
house; but the following day his father- 
in-law exerted himself so effectually, that 
the offence was forgiven; and he was 
again taken home to the house of his 
ever-indulgent relation. 

After he had been three months at 
home, the father-in-law was employed on 
some business for Mr. Williams, a Welsh 
gentleman of large fortune, whose lady, 
having been brought to London to lie in, 
died in childbed, and it was determined 
she shoul,d be buried in Wales.    Powis's 

father-in-law was sent for, to examine all 
the locks, &c., that the effects might be 
safe in the absence of Mr. Williams; and 
Powis, who was employed as a journey- 
man in this business, found a box of linen 
that was too full, on which he took out 
some articles. In removing the linen, he 
came to a small box remarkably lieavy; 
which, on examination, appeared to con- 
tain diamonds, jewels, rings, a gold watcli, 
and other articles, to the value of upwards 
of 2001.; all which he stole, and put the 
box in its place. This being done, he 
called the maid to see that all was safe, 
and delivered her the key of the large or 
outer box. 

Possessed of this capital booty, Powis 
consulted an acquaintance as to the belt 
method of disposing of it; who advised 
him to melt the gold, and throw the 
jewels into the river Thames. This being 
agreed upon, the acquaintance kept the 
jewels ; and the gold being sold for eleven 
guineas, Powis had seven of them, which 
he soon squandered away. 

About a fortnight after the effects were 
stolen, Powis was apprehended on sus- 
picion of the robbery, and committed to 
Newgate; and, being tried at the next 
sessions, he was sentenced to be trans- 
ported for seven years, the jury having 
given a verdict stating that he was guiltj 
of stealing to the value of 39s. He lay 
in Newgate a considerable time; till at 
length his father-in-law, after repeated 
entreaties, and a promise of a total re- 
formation of manners and conduct, made 
such interest that he was burnt in tlie 
hand, and set at large. 

Yet once more did the father-in-law 
take this ungracious youngster into hii 
house, where he continued about seven 
months, at the end of which time, meet- 
ing with one of the dissolute companion! 
of his evil days, he spent all the money 
he had about him, and was " afraid" to 
return home, as if the generous master of 
the house had been as notorious for liii 
severity towards him as he had been fo' 
his leniency. 

He now refrained for some time from 
acts of theft, and took lodgings in a" I 
alley in Fleet Street, subsisting by bor- 
rowing money of his acquaintance. Soon 
afterwards, however, he broke open > 
trunk at his lodgings, and stole soffl« 
linen, which he pawned for Os. Gd. 0" 
the next day the landlord charged hi»i 
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with the rohbery; but not intending to 
prosecute him, he was content with the 
recovery of his linen from the hands of 
the pawnbroker, taking Powis's word for 
ranking good the deficient money. 

In less than a week after tlie adjust- 
ment of this affair, the young but har- 
dened culprit broke open the coffee-house 
in Chancery Lane, on which he had be- 
fore made an attempt, and stole a few 
articles, which produced him about 30s.; 
and soon afterwards he broke into the 
Chancery Office, whence he stole two 
books, which he sold for 2.?. 6d. 

On the following evening, he again 
went to the Chancery Office, and hid 
himself under the staircase; but, being 
heard to cough by a man who had been 
left on the premises to watch, he was 
taken into custody, and conveyed to a 
tavern in the neighbourhood; where his 
father-in-law attended, and pleaded so 
forcibly in his behalf, that he was per- 
mitted to go home with him for the night. 
On the following day some gentlemen 
went thither to examine him, when he 
denied the commission of a variety of 
crimes with which he had been charged; 
but the gentlemen having consented to 
his escape for this time, advised him not 
to appear again in that neighbourhood, 
as the masters in Chancery had given 
strict orders for prosecuting him. 

After receiving some good advice from 
his father-in-law, he was recommended 
to work with a smith in Milford Lane, 
in the Strand; but Powis had a brother 
who called upon him a few days after- 
wards, and told him a warrant was issued 
to apprehend him for robbing the Chan- 
cery Office; which obliged him to ab- 
scond. 

Strolling one evening into the Spa- 
fields, near Islington, some constables 
sppreheuded him as a vagrant, and 
lodged him, with several others, in the 
New Prison; and on the following day 
Most of the prisoners were discharged by 
a magistrate, and Powis was ordered to 
be set at liberty ; but not having money 
'"pay his fees, he was taken back to the 
prison, where he remained a few days 
'"iger, and was then set at liberty by 
I,• <^harity of a gentleman, who bid him 
, Thank God, and take care never to get 
Wto trouble again." 

hi a short time after his discharge, he 
Woke into tha Earl  of   Peterborough's 

house at Chelsea, and stole some trifling 
articles from the kitchen, which he sold 
for 4i-.; and on the following night he 
robbed another house in the same neigh- 
bourhood of some effects, which he sold 
for 10s. 

This trifling sum being soon spent, he 
broke open a house in Lincoln's Inn 
Fields, where he got a considerable sum 
of money; and to prevent persons who 
knew him suspecting that he was the 
thief, he forged a letter, as coming from 
his grandfather in Yorkshire, purporting 
that he had sent him such a sum. 

In a short time afterwards, at a kind of 
ball given by one of his companions, to 
celebrate his birthday, Powis fell in love 
with a girl who made one of the com- 
pany ; the girl paying no attention to his 
addresses, Powis waited on her mother, 
and, after some conversation with her, 
was permitted to pay his personal re- 
spects to the daughter, to whom he pre- 
tended that his grandfather in Yorkshire 
would leave him a large sum of money ; 
and in proof of what he said, he showed 
her some counterfeit letters, appearing to 
have the post-mark on them. The girl 
made no objection to him as a husband; 
but said it would be prudent in him to 
visit his grandfather, and ask his consent 
to the match, which would contribute to 
her peace of mind. On this he left her, 
and broke open a house the same evening, 
whence he stole a few things, which he 
sold for 15,s.; and calling on her the next 
day, took his leave, as if preparing for 
his journey. 

His plan was to commit some robbery, 
by which he might obtain a considerable 
sum, and then, concealing himself for 
some time, return to his mistress, and 
pretend that his grandfather had given 
him the money. 

Going to see " The Beggar's Opera," 
he was greatly shocked at the appearance 
of Macheath on the stage in his fetters, 
and could not forbear reflecting what 
might be his own future fate ; yet, about 
a week afterwards, he broke open a cook- 
shop, and stole some articles, the sale of 
which produced him a guinea. 

On the following day he called at 
Newgate, and treated the prisoners to 
the amount of 7s.; and on his quitting 
the prison, he met two girls whom be 
knew, with whom he went to Hamp- 
stead,   where  he   treated  them   to  the 
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amount of 12s. 6d.; so that only Is.Gd. 
remained of his last ill-got guinea. 

On the following day he went to the 
Black Raven, in Fetter Lane, where he 
observed the landlord put some gold into 
a drawer, of which he determined, if 
possible, to possess himself. About mid- 
night he went away, having first stolen 
the pin that fastened the cellar-window. 

Returning at two in the moi'ning, he 
got into the cellar, and attempted to open 
the door of the tap-room; but failing in 
this, he was about to return by the way 
he had entered, when a watchman coming 
by, and seeing the window open, alarmed 
the family. 

Powis now escaped into a carpenter's 
yard, and hid himself; but the landlord 
coming down, and several persons attend- 
ing, he was apprehended, though not till 
one person had run a sword through his 
leg, and another had struck him a blow 
on the head that almost deprived him 
of his senses; circumstances of severity 
which could not be justified, as the of- 
fender made no resistance. He was now 
lodged in the Compter; and, on being 
removed to Newgate, he was brought to 
trial at the Old Bailey, convicted of the 
burglary, and consequently received sen- 
tence of death; but the jury, consider- 
ing the cruelty with which he had been 
treated, recommended him to mercy : the 
royal favour, however, was not extended 
to him, as he had before been sentenced 
to transportation. When brought up to 
receive sentence, he begged to be repre- 
sented as an object worthy of the royal 
favour; but he was told not to expect 
such an indulgence. He likewise wrote 
to his sweetheart, to exert her influence, 
which she promised; but she could do 
nothing to serve him. 

He was hanged at Tyburn, at the age 
of twenty-two years, on the 9th of Octo- 
ber, 1732, with William Shelton, (whose 
career is detailed in No. 6,) after ad- 
monishing the spectators to take warning 
by his fatal end, and expressing the ut- 
most detestation of the irregularities of 
his life. 

BURMESE CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

IN the Burman territories, to the present 
day, the utmost venality and perversion 
of justice prevail in the native courts of 
civil  and criminal law; and the perpe- 

trator of any crime — treason, perhaps, 
excepted — may buy himself off, if he 
be able to furnish the sum requisite for 
such purpose. 

Murder is punished with death: the 
culprit has his head struck off with a 
sword. If the victim of murder is a 
man of rank, the whole family of the 
murderer suffer the same penalty with 
him, in order, as the Burmans allege, 
that the children of the criminal may 
not have an opportunity of avenging his 
death. 

A traitor and a conspirator against the 
king, or a man of rank, is blown up with 
gunpowder, and his near relatives suffer 
the same fate. They are all shut up in 
a house filled with straw and gunpowder, 
and other combustibles, and the whole 
is fired by a fusee. 

Adultery, theft, and minor offences are 
commutable by fine; incestuous inter- 
course is punished by banishment. 

There is a privilege in the fact, that 
if a priest rescue a condemned person 
on his way to execution, and convey hint 
to a pagoda, his life is spared. 

Whatever laws and niles were made 
on the subject of inheritance were sel- 
dom very strictly adhered to ; and unles 
the deceased individual was a man of 
rank, the local chief of any Burman 
government in Tenasserim used his dis- 
cretion in apportioning it, taking care to 
pay himself handsomely for his self-con- 
stituted post of executor. 

ARISTOCRATS. 

THERE is a set of men in all the state! 
of Europe who assume from their infancy 
a pre-eminence, independent of their 
moral character. The attention paiJ 
them from the moment of their birtli, 
gives them the idea that they are formeii 
for command; they soon learn to dis- 
tinguish themselves as a distinct species, 
and, being secure of a certain ranli and 
station, take no pains to make them- 
selves worthy of it. To this institution 
we owe so many indifferent ministe's 
of state, ignorant magistrates, and unsM' 
ful generals. 
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EXECUTION OF A CRIMINAL BY A MOB. 

[I'ORTEOUS'S ATTAC 

THE case of John Porteous excited more 
than ordinary attention : he was convicted 
of murder, and sentenced to death ; but, 
I'.aving rendered himself obnoxious to the 
people, he was dragged out of prison, and 
tilled by an infuriated mob. The victim 
of this ungovernable fury was the son of 
a poor working man, near Edinburgh, 
wlio gave him a good education, and 
apprenticed him to a tailor, with whom 
i'f served his time, and then worked as 
'journeyman. Being a young man of 
• accomplishments and genteel address, 
« was soon taken notice of by several 
gentlemen of character and reputation, 
'no took him under their protection, and 
P'omised to make what provision they 
'»»W for him. Amongst them was a 
Sentleman who had been lord provost of 
'•'unburgh, who kept a mistress,  above 
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forty years of age, wliom he was anxious 
to part with, so that he could do it in a 
decent manner—by giving her a sum of 
money, and getting one who was in want 
of it to take her off his hands. Porteou& 
was exceedingly poor; and this gentle- 
man, who had known him some time, 
thought ,he could not embrace a better 
opportunity of disposing of his kept mis- 
tress than by making her his wife. When 
the proposal was first made to the woman 
she rejected it with disdain, because Mr. 
Porteous was no more than a journeyman 
tailor; but her master having assured her 
that he would make some provision for 
hei', besides a fortune of 500/., she readily 
consented, and they were married. 

Porteous now became  a master,  and 
had good success in business for some 
time;   but being addicted  to  company, 

R 
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he at length neglected his business, and 
many of his customers forsook him ; so 
that his wife was obliged to apply to the 
provost to make good his promise. 

In the city of Edinburgh are three 
companies of men, twenty-five each in 
number, who keep the peace and take 
up all sorts of offenders, whom they keep 
in custody till they are examined by a 
magistrate. Each of these companies has 
an officer, called captain, whose salary 
is 80/. a-year, besides a coat of scarlet 
uniform, which in those days was con- 
sidered very honourable. These places 
are generally given to decayed trades- 
men ; but then it must be remembered, 
that in cities, as well as courts, places 
are freqiiently obtained more by interest 
than merit. A man may ;be entitled to 
the highest respect from the society of 
which he is a member; but for all that 
he may be left to starve, while one who 
is destitute of every virtuous quality may 
ascend to the highest posts of favour and 
authority : much in this way was it with 
Porteous. A vacancy happening by the 
death of cue of these captains, the provost 
immediately appointed Porteous to fill up 
the place, who, being thus advanced, for- 
got all his former politeness, for which 
he was so nuich esteemed when a trades- 
man, and assumed all the consequence of 
a man having servants under him. 

If a riot happened in the city, Porteous 
was generally made choice of by the 
magistrates to suppress it, he being a 
man of a resolute and undaunted spirit. 
On these occasions he would generally 
exceed the bounds of his commission, 
and would treat the delinquents with the 
utmost cruelty, by knocking them down 
with his musket, and tumbling them into 
cellars, frequently breaking legs and arms. 
If sent to quell a disturbance in a house 
of ill fame, though he was a most aban- 
doned debauchee himself, he would take 
pleasure in exposing all those he found 
there, thereby destroying the peace of 
many families; and he would treat the 
unhappy prostitutes with the greatest 
inhumanity, and even drag them to a 
prison, many of them, at the same time, 
having been seduced by himself! 

Amongst the many instances of cruelty 
he committed, the following may serve 
as a specimen: it procured him the uni- 
versal hatred of the people of his city. 
A vacancy occurring in the lectureship of 

a neighbouring church, two young geiitir 
men were candidates, who had each n 
equal number of votes, through which llii 
dispute was referred to the presbytetv, 
who declared in favour of Mr. Dawsoi; 
but the other candidate, Mr. Wothet- 
spoon, appealed to the synod, who rf 
versed the order of the presbytery. Ai 
the parishioners were much exasperatel, 
and a tumult was apprehended at i 
church on the day Mr. Wotherspoon wn 
to preach his first sermon, Porteous n 
ordered there to keep the peace; ai 
finding, on his arrival, that Mr. Dawsoi 
had taken possession of the pulpit, l- 
wont up the steps without the least cere- 
mony, seized him by the collar, aii 
dragged him down like a thief: andsucl 
were the wounds the unfortunate geiitli- 
man received, that he died a few week 
after. Mr. Wotherspoon coming in ai 
the time of the affray, Mr. Dawsoii'i 
friends were so enraged, that they mm 
diately fell on him, and beat him in sad 
a dreadful manner that he also died ata 
the same time as his opponent. Thiistlii 
lives of two amiable young gentleniei' 
were sacrificed to the brutality of tl» 
inhuman monster. Both were much e- 
teemed by all who knew them; and liii 
Porteous acted with moderation, the affai: 
might have been easily accomniodatei 
but instead of that, he ordered his niff 
to knock down all who came in tkei; 
way, whether men, women, or children: 
so that many of them were dangeroral | 
wounded, and he was never called toain' 
account. 

Nothing gave more pleasure to tli- 
fellow than his being employed to qmk 
riots, in which, to the disgrace of I'f 
magistrates, he was too much encoi- 
raged ; and on these occasions he nevo 
wanted 'an opportunity of exercising te 
savage disposition. I 

Smuggling 'was so much practised ii | 
Scotland at this period, that no lawscoiil' 
restrain it. The smugglers assembled ( 
large bodies, so that the revenue of* 
could not attack them without endangi'- 
ing their lives. Amongst the most acli" 
persons in striving to suppress the unW' 
ful practice of smuggling, was Mr. Start 
collector for the county of Fife; »1* 
being informed that a smuggler nai»» 
Andrew Wilson had a large quantity * 
contraband goods at his house, persuao'* 
a number of men to accompany him;«"' 
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tiiey seized the goods, and safely lodged 
lliem, as they thought, in the custom- 
lioiise: but Wilson, being a man of an 
ciitei'prising spirit, went in company with 
one Robertson, and some others of his 
nang, to the custom-house, and, break- 
ing open the doors, they recovered their 
i;oo(l3, which  they  brought  off in carts 
111 defiance of all opposition on the part 
of the civil power. 

Mr. Stark, on hearing that such a daring 
insult had been committed, despatched an 
account thereof to the barons of the Ex- 
chequer at Edinburgh, who immediately 
applied to the Lord Justice Clark, when 
his lordship issued his warrant to the she- 
riff of Fife, commanding him to assemble 
all the people in his jurisdiction to seize 
the delinquents, and replace the goods; 
and in consequence of this order, many 
nere apprehended, but ail discharged 
again for want of evidence, except VVil- 
son and Robertson, who were both found 
guihyand sentenced to death. 

A custom prevailed in Scotland, at the 
lime, of taking the condemned criminals 
to church every Sunday, under the care 
of three or four of the city guards. The 
above two criminals were accordingly 
taken to one of the churches on the Sun- 
day before they were to suffer; when, just 
getting witl'.in the door, Wilson, though 
handcuffed, assisted in his companion's 
escape, by seizing hold of one soldier 
Mith his teeth, and keeping the others 
from turning upon him, while he cried 
out to Robertson to run. Robertson 
accordingly took to his heels; and the 
sheets being crowded with people going 
to church, he passed uninterrupted, and 
got out of one of the city gates just as 
"ley were going to shut it; a custom 
constantly observed during divine service. 
llie city being now alarmed, Porteous 
was immediately despatched in search of 
I'lm, hut all in vain, as Robertson met 
"itli a friend who knocked off his hand- 
tuffs, and procured him a horse ; and the 
same evening he got on board a vessel at 
Uunhar, which soon landed him safely 
111 Holland, where he lived many years, 
and as recently as 1756 kept a public- 
nouse, with great credit, near the bridge 
1' Rotterdam. Lideed, the snuigglers 
generally in Scotland were, in most re- 
spects, worthy men, only that nothing 
t'onld persuade them that it was neces- 
n'}' to pay such duties as would support 

the government. The heroic action of 
Wilson in helping Robertson to escape, 
because he had led him into the snare, 
would have done honour to one of the 
greatest heroes of antiquity: it shows the 
man to have been possessed of a noble 
disinterestedness of spirit such as is sel- 
dom to be met with. 

On the following Wednesday a tem- 
porary gallows was erected in the Grass 
Market, for the execution of Wilson, who 
was ordered to be conducted there by 
fifty men, under the command of Por- 
teous ; who, being apprehensive that an 
attempt would be made to rescue the 
prisoner, represented to the provost the 
necessity there was for soldiers to be 
drawn up ready to preserve the peace; 
on which five companies of the Welsh 
fuzileers, commanded by a major, were 
ordered to be in readiness in the Lawn 
Market, near the place of execution. 

No disturbance taking place, the pri- 
soner finished his devotions, ascended the 
ladder, was turned off, and continued sus- 
pended the usual time; at the expiration 
of which the liangmau went up the ladder 
to cut him down, when a stone struck him 
on the nose, and caused it to bleed. This 
stone was immediately followed by many 
others; at which Porteous was so much 
exasperated, that he instantly called out 
to his men, " Fire, and be damned ! " dis- 
charging his own piece at the same time, 
and shooting a young man, an apprentice 
to a confectioner, dead on the spot. Of 
the men over whom he was ruler, some 
more humanely fired over the heads of 
the people, but unfortunately killed two 
or tln-ee who were looking out at the win- 
dows ; whilst others of them as wantonly 
fired low amongst the mob, through which 
many were so crippled and otherwise dis- 
abled as to be obliged forthwith to suffer 
amputation. 

Porteous now endeavoured to draw off 
his men, as the mob grew exceedingly 
outrageous, throwing stones, witli every- 
thing else they could lay their hands on, 
and continuing to press on " the guardians 
of the peace;" on which Porteous and 
two of his men turned about and fired, 
killing three more of the people, which 
made the number left dead on the spot 
amount to nine, besides many severely 
wounded. 

A Serjeant was sent by the major of 
the \Veliih fuzileers to inquire  into the 

!   .il 
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cause of the disturbance; but tlie mob 
was so violent that lie could gain no intel- 
ligence. Porteous, being assisted by the 
Welsli fuzileers, at last conducted his men 
to the guard; when, being sent for by the 
provost, he underwent a long examina- 
tion, and was committed to prison in 
order to take his trial for murder. 

On the 6th of July, 1736, the trial 
came on before the lords of the justiciary, 
previous to which Porteous had made a 
judicial confession that the people were 
killed as mentioned in the indictment, 
but pleaded self-defence, on which plea 
he now rested. His counsel then stated 
the following point of law to be deter- 
mined by the judges, prior to the jury 
being charged with the prisoner: " Whe- 
ther a military oilicer, with soldiers under 
his command, who fires, or orders his men 
to fire, when assaulted by the populace, is 
not acting consistently with the nature of 
self-defence, according to the laws or the 
usages of civilized nations?" 

Counsel being ordered to plead to the 
question by the court, they pronounced 
their opinion, " that if it was proved that 
the prisoner at the bar either fired a gun, 
or caused one or more to be fired, by 
which any person or persons was or were 
killed, and that such firing occurred with- 
out an order from a magistrate duly and 
properly authorized, then would murder 
have been committed in the eye of the 
law." 

The question being thus decided con- 
trary to his favour, tlie jury was impan- 
jieled, and as many as forty-four witnesses 
•were examined for and against the prose- 
cution. 

The prisoner being called on for his 
defence, his counsel insisted that he had 
acted under the authority of the magis- 
trates, who ordered him to support the 
execution of Wilson, and repel force by 
force, being apprehensive of a rescue; 
that powder and ball had been,given to 
them for the said purpose, with orders to 
load their pieces. They insisted also, that 
he only meant to intimidate the people 
by threats, and actually knocked down 
one of his own men for presenting his 
piece; that, finding tiio men would not 
obey his orders, he drew off as many as 
he could; that he afterwards heard a 
firing in the rear, contrary to his orders; 
that, in order to know who had fired, lie 
would not suffer their pieces to be cleaned 

till properly inspected; and that he iievn 
attempted to escape, though he had tlii 
opportunity, and might have effected sod 
a proceeding with the utmost ease. Thej 
farther insisted, that, admitting some soit 
of excess had been committed, it couH 
not amount to murder, as he was in tit 
lawful discharge of his duty; and thatil 
could not be supposed to be done will 
premeditated malice. 

In answer to this the counsel for tie 
crown argued, that the trust reposed ii 
the prisoner ceased when the executioi 
was over; that he was then no longer an 
officer employed for the purpose for wliid 
the fire-arms had been loaded; andtbal 
reading the Riot Act only could justif; 
their firing, in case a rescue had actually 
been attempted. 

The prisoner's counsel replied, that tit 
magistrates whose duty it was to liavi 
read the act, had deserted the soldieiy, 
and took refuge in a house for their on 
security ; and that it was hard for niei 
to suffer themselves to be knocked on tlit 
head when they had lawful weapons piil 
into their hands with which to defciiJ 
themselves. 

The charge being delivered to the jury, 
they retired for a considerable time, wliei 
they brought him in guilty, and he «• 
ceived sentence of death. 

The King being then at Hanover, ail 
much interest being made to save tlii 
prisoner, the Queen, by the advice of tkf 
council, granted a respite till his Majesty's 
return to England. The respite was only 
procured one week before his sentenct 
was to be put into eflfect; and when til I 
populace were informed thereof, sucli > 
scheme of revenge was meditated as B , 
perhaps unprecedented. I 

When the messenger arrived at Efr | 
burgh with the respite, it should to" • 
been the care of the magistrates to hate 
concealed it from the populace, and re- 
moved Porteous to the castle: but ii 
everything they acted wrong; neither re- 
garding the dignity of government, »' 
using proper methods to preserve tie 
peace of the city. 

On the 7th of September, 1736, betiveei 
nine and ten in the evening, a large bom 
of men entered the city of Edinburgli. 
and seized the arms belonging '» ^ 
guard; they then patrolled the streets 
crying out, " all those who dare aveng; 
innocent   blood,   let   them come here. 
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Tliey then shut the gates, and placed 
guards at each. 

The main body of the mob, all dis- 
guised, marched in the mean time to the 
prison; when, finding some difficulty in 
breaking open the doors with hammers, 
they immediately set fire to it; taking 
great care that the flames should not 
spread beyond their proper bounds. The 
outer door was hardly consumed before 
they rushed in, and, ordering the keeper 
to open the door of the captain's apart- 
ment, cried out, " Where is the villain 
Porteous?" He replied, "Here I am; 
what do you want witli me ? " To which 
they answered, that they meant to hang 
him in the Grass Market, the place where 
he had shed so much innocent blood. 
His expostulations were all in vain; they 
seized him by the legs and arms, and 
dragged him instantly to the place of 
execution. 

On their arrival, they broke open a 
shop to find a rope suitable to their pur- 
pose, which they immediately fixed roiuid 
his neck, and then, throwing the other 
end over a dyer's pole, hoisted him up ; 
when he, endeavouring to save himself, 
fixed his hands between the halter and 
his neck, which, on being observed by 
some of the mob, caused one of them to 
strike him with an axe; and thus obliging 
him to quit his hold, they soon put an 
end to his life. 

When they were satisfied he was dead, 
they immediately dispersed to their seve- 
ral habitations, unmolested themselves, 
and without molesting any one else. 

The particulars of this aff'air being 
transmitted to London, a proclamation 
was issued, offering a reward of 200^. to 
any of the mob who would discover their 
accomplices; but, although a few were 
taken up on suspicion, 'no evidence ap- 
peared against them; so that they were 
discharged. The magistrates of Edin- 
burgh were ordered to London, fined 
for.neglect of their duty, and rendered 
incapable of acting in any judicial ca- 
pacity whatever. 

We can scarcely meet with an instance 
in history, where the magistrates of a 
!?reat city acted so inconsistently with 
their duty as those of Edinburgh, both 
111 the case of Wilson and Porteous. 
One would think that, like some corrupt 
ministers of the state, they first connived 
at the crime, and then sufiered the law 
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to be relaxed, in order to bring the acting 
delinquent to punishment in a clandestine 
manner. 

Such was the fate of Captain John Por- 
teous, a man possessed of qualifications 
which, had they been properly applied, 
might have rendered him an honourable 
and useful servant of his country. His 
undaunted spirit and invincible courage 
would have done lionour, it has been 
said, to the greatest hero of antiquity: 
but being advanced to power, he became 
intoxicated with pride; and, instead of 
being the admiration of his fellow-citi- 
zens, he was despised and hated by all 
who knew him. 

The fate of this unhappy man, it is 
hoped, will be a caution to those who 
are in power not to abuse it; but, by a 
humane as well as diligent discharge of 
their duty, to render themselves worthy 
members of society. 

FRAUDULENT BANKRUPTCY OF 
RICHARD TOWN. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the law makes it death 
to any bankrupt who shall be convicted of 
concealing, embezzling, or making away 
with any goods or money to the value of 
20/., offences of this nature are constantly 
committed in the most clandestine man- 
ner, so as too often to escape detection. 

It may be briefly stated, that a bank- 
rupt is one who, from having committed 
one of the various acts designated " acts 
of bankruptcy," (such as, shutting himself 
up in his house in a kind of concealment, 
running away from his creditors, &c.,) 
is obliged by law to yield up all his 
estate, his property, debts, and entire 
effects, to his creditors, for their use and 
disposal, till their respective claims are 
satisfied, as far as the said estate will 
allow. 

Richard Town, a native of the county 
of Oxford, for some time carried on an 
excellent business in London as a tallow- 
chandler, with great reputation; but it 
appears too evident he had formed a de- 
sign of defrauding his creditors, because 
at the time of his absconding he had 
considerable property in the funds, and 
was otherwise in good circumstances. 

On the trial of this unhappy man, who 
was the first that suffered under this Act 
of Parliament, which passed only five 
years before his execution, a number of 
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witnesses were called to prove his being 
a regidar trader, and make it appear that 
he had committed an act of bankruptcy; 
but the principal of these was Mr. Hodg- 
son, who deposed, that, being sent after 
tlic prisoner by the commissioners of 
bankrupts, he apprehended him at Sand- 
wich ; and on searching him, by virtue 
of his warrant, he found in his pocket 
20 guineas in gold, and about 5/. 7*. 6d. 
in silver, and that he had three gold rings 
on his fingers; that he took from him the 
gold, and 5/. in silver, and left him the 
odd silver. 

Town had intended to have sailed in a 
ship which was bound to Amsterdam; 
but, being too late, he went on board a 
packet-boat bound to Ostend. The boat 
had not proceeded far when, being taken 
sea-sick, he went to the side of the vessel, 
and, stooping down, dropped 800 guineas, 
which were in two bags between his coat 
and waistcoat, into the sea. 

A storm arising, the packet-boat was 
driven back, and obliged to put into 
Sandwich; which was the means of the 
apppreheusion of Town by Hodgson, as 
already stated. 

When Town was examined before the 
commissioners, he acknowledged that ho 
had ordered 'I'homas Norris to carry off 
his books and accounts, plate, and papers 
of value, and likewise to convey a large 
quantity of tallow, wliich he supposed was 
then arrived in Holland. 

The counsel for Town insisted, that, as 
Norris was a joint agent with him, the 
act of one was the act of both; and that 
he could not legally be convicted till the 
other, who was then abroad, could be 
apprehended, and tried with him. But, 
in order to frustrate this argument, it was 
proved that Town had shipped off large 
([uantities of goods on his own account: 
besides, the circumstance of his being 
taken at Sandwich, by Hodgson, with 
more than 20L of his creditors' money 
in his possession, was a sufficient proof 
of his guilt. The jury, therefore, did not 
hesitate on his case, and he received sen- 
tence of death. 

Before his conviction, he was indulged 
with a chamber to himself in the press- 
yard ; but, after scnteiice of death was 
was passed on him, he was put into the 
coudemucd hole with the other prisoners. 
Here he caught a violent cold, which 
bro\ight on deafness, a disorder to which 

he had been subject; and, on complain- 
ing of this circumstance, he was removed 
to his former apartments. 

While under sentence, he refused to 
acknowledge the justice of it, declaring 
that a person whom he had relieved and 
preserved from ruin had occasioned the 
destruction of himself. He attended tlie 
devotional services of the place, asserted 
that he forgave his enemies, and begged 
that God would forgive them. He wai 
exactly forty-one years of age on the day 
of his execution, the 23d of December, 
1712; a circumstance which he men- 
tioned to the ordinary of Newgate, with 
great composure, on his way to Tybuni. 

HISTORY or EDWARD BELLAMY. 

THIS malefactor was a native of London, 
and served his time to a tailor; but liii 
apprenticeship was no sooner expired than 
he associated regularly with some women 
of ill fame, and became a thief in order to 
support their extravagance. He began 
his career as a thief by acting with a 
number of young pickpockets, in whose 
line he soon became an adept. From this 
pursuit they advanced a step farther, hy 
three or four of them going in company 
to the shops of silversmiths in the even- 
ing, and while one cheapened an article 
of small value the others contrived, if pos- 
sible, to secrete something of greater. It 
was likewise a practice with them to walk 
the streets at night, and, forcing up the 
windows of shops with a chisel, run off 
with any property that was within theit 
reach. 

Having followed these courses about 
three years, Bellamy forged a note, (an 
offence not then capital,) by wliicli he 
defrauded a linen-draper of money to a 
considerable amount. Being taken into 
custody for this forgery, he was lodged in 
Newgate; whence he was, however, dis- 
charged without being brought to trial, 
his friends having found means to accom- 
modate the matter. 

In a short time after he left Newgale 
he formed a connexion with the notorious 
Jonathan Wild, who used frequently W 
borrow money of Mr. Wildgoose, an in"" 
keeper, of Smitlifield ; and Bellamy, wish- 
ing to become acquainted with a man 
whom he thought he could make subser- 
vient to his interest, applied to Jonathan 
to   lecoinmcnd   him   to  Wildgoose;  bn' 
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, wisli- 

tliis the fanioiifs  thief-maker and tliief- 
taker refused to do. 

Having often gone with messages and 
notes from Jonathan  to Wildgoose,  and 
being  intimately   acquainted   with   the 
liaiidwriting of the former, lie forged a 
draft on the other for ten guineas, which 
was paid without hesitation ;  and as soon 
as Bellamy obtained this money, he gave 
lip his customary visits to Wild.    A few 
days after this transaction. Wild went to 
liis acquaintance to borrow some money, 
when the latter told him he had paid his 
draft for the abovementioned sum; and, 
on producing the note, Jonathan could 
not be certain that it was not his  own 
handwriting otherwise than by recollect- 
ing, to his entire satisfaction, that he had 
never given such a draft.   Wildgoose was 
miacquainted with Bellamy's name, but 
by the description of the person Jonathan 
soon found who had committed the fraud, 
on which he ordered his myrmidons to be 
careful to apprehend the offender, who 
was shortly afterwards traced to a lodging 
at Whitefriars; and Jonathan's men sent 
word to their master that they had him 
in custody,  and begged he would give 
orders how he should be disposed of    In 
the interim, Bellamy, who expected no 
mercy from the old thief-taker, seized the 
advantage given by the casual absence of 
his attendants from the room, fixed a rope 
to the bar of the window, and lowered 
himself into the street, though the room 
was three stories high.    He now enter- 
tained thoughts   of accommodating   the 
affair with Wild, imagining he should be 
treated with  the  utmost  severity if be 
should be again apprehended; but before 
he had proceeded in this negociation, he 
MS seized at a gin-shop in  Chancery 
Lane by Wild's men, who sent to their 
master, as before, for instructions how to 
act.  To this message Jonathan returned 
an answer, that they might give him his 
liberty on tlie condition that he should 
come to his office, and adjust the business 
with himself.    Bellamy was consequently 
discharged; but, kuowing how dangerous 
it would be to affront Wild, he went the 
following morning to a public-house in 
the Old Bailey, where he sent for Wild to 
treakfast with him; and,  on the latter 
sending for Wildgoose, Bellamy gave him 
* note for the money received, and thus 
'he affair was quashed. 

As soon as this business was adjusted. 

Bellamy renewed his former plan of 
making depredations on the public, and 
committed an immense number of rob- 
beries. He and one of his gang, having 
broken the sash of a silversmith's shop in 
Russell Court, Drury Lane, a person, who 
lay under the counter, fired a blunderbuss 
at them, which obliged them to decam]) 
without their booty. This attempt failing, 
they went to the house of another silver- 
smith, which they broke open; and find- 
ing the servant-maid sitting up for her 
master, they ten-ified her into silence, and 
carried off effects to a large amount. 

Not long after this robbery, they broke 
open the shop of a gi-ocer near Shore- 
ditch, in expectation of finding cash to a 
great amount; but the ])roprietor having 
previously secured it, they got only about 
10 lbs. of tea, and some loose money. 

Their next attempt was at the house of 
a hosier in Widegate Alley, from whose 
shop they carried off some goods of value, 
which they sold on the following day to 
some Jews. 

From the shop of a silversmith in Bride 
Lane, they carried off plate to the value 
of 50/.; and from the house of a haber- 
dasher in Bishopsgate Street, a load of 
various articles, the whole of which they 
disposed of to the Jews. 

On another occasion, they broke open 
a tea-shop near Gray's Iim Lane : having 
removed the shutters, by cutting away 
part of them with chisels, they were 
going to lift up the sash, when a person 
from within, hearing them, cried out 
" Thieves! " on which they ran off. 

Having broken into a tea-warehouse 
near Aldgate, they had j'acked up a 
valuable parcel of goods, when the maid- 
servant came down stairs, undressed, and 
without a candle. Having gone into the 
yard, she returned, without knowing that 
they were in the house; but when she 
came into the shop, Bellamy seized her, 
and obliged her to lie on the floor, while 
they went off with their booty; and the 
same night they broke open the shop of 
a mercer in Bishopsgate Street, whence 
they carried off'goods to a large amount. 

'i'heir next robbery was at the house of 
a grocer in Thames Street. The watch- 
man passing by as they were packing 
up their booty, Bellamy seized him and 
obliged him to put out his candle, to 
prevent any alarm being given. Having 
kept him till they were ready lo go off 
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with their plunder, they took him to the 
side of the Thames, and threatened to 
throw him in, if he would not throw in 
his lantern and staff: and the man felt 
himself obliged to comply with their in- 
junctions. 

Soon after this they stole a large sum 
of money, and a quantitj' of goods, from 
the house of a grocer in Aldersgate Street, 
having broken into it. A neighbour saw 
this robbery from his window, but was 
too much frightened to take any measures 
for the detection of the villains. 

The next exploit was at an old clothes- 
shop, kept by a woman in Shadwell, 
whence they carried off every valuable 
article; after which they robbed the shop 
of a hosier in Coleman Street, and took 
away goods to the value of 70^., which 
the thieves divided into shares, and sold 
to their old acquaintance the Jews. 

They were disappointed in their next 
attempt, which was to break open the 
house of a linen-draper in Westminster; 
for some people coming up before they 
had completed their operations, they were 
obliged forthwith to decamp. 

On the evening after this transaction, 
observing the door of a shop shut in St. 
Clement's Church-yard, they made it fast 
with a cord on the outside, and throwing 
\ip the sash, stole a number of silk hand- 
kerchiefs, while the woman in the shop 
made many fruitless attempts to open the 
door; and they stole a variety of plate, 
wearing apparel, and other effects, the 
same night, from two houses in Holborn. 

Soon after this they stole 20/. worth of 
goods from a house which they broke 
open in Red Lion Street; and breaking 
open another the same night in Fulwood's 
Rents, obtained booty of about the same 
value. 

While they were thus rendering them- 
selves the pests of society, they became 
intimate with an old woman who had 
opened an office near Leicester Fields, 
for the reception of stolen goods, some- 
thing on the plan of that of Jonathan 
Wild. 'J'o this woman Bellamy and his 
companions used to sell much of tlieir 
effects: but she having, on one occasion, 
given a smaller price than they expected, 
Bellamy determined on a plan of revenge; 
in pursuance of which he went to her 
office with a small quantity of stolen 
plate; and while she was gone with it to 
a silversmith, he broke open her drawers. 

and carried off" lier cash to a very large 
amount. 

His next adventures were the breaking 
open of a house in Petticoat Lane, and 
another in Grocer's Alley, in the Poultry, 
at both of which places he made large 
prizes; and soon afterwards he stopped 
a man near Houndsditch, and robbed him 
of his money. 

At length he robbed a shop in Mon- 
raouth Street; but by this time he had 
rendered himself so conspicuous for his 
daring villanies, that a reward of 100/. 
was offered for his apprehension, in con- 
sequence of which he was taken, near 
the Seven Dials, on the following day, 
and committed to Newgate : he was tried, 
convicted, and sentenced to death. From 
this time, till the arrival of the warrant 
for his execution, he affected a cheerful- 
ness of behaviour', and said, that he would 
be hanged in his shroud. But the cer- 
tainty that he should suffer, and the sight 
of his coffin, excited more serious ideas 
in his mind; and he received the sacra- 
ment a few days before his death, with 
evident marks of repentance for the many 
crimes of which he had been guilty. He 
was executed at Tyburn on the 27th of 
March, 1728; and just before he was 
turned off made a speech to the surround- 
ing multitude, in which he confessed his 
numerous offences, and acknowledgedtlie 
justice of his sentence. 

THE JOURNEY OF LIFE. 

MAN'S life is a journey through motley 
prospects and changing scenes; a pilgrim- 
age whose commencement is in ignorance 
and helplessness, and its termination in 
decay and death. And as the traveller, 
when he has attained some projecting 
eminence, will pause and look back with 
busy remembrance on the landscape that 
stretches behind him, then turn with ey« 
of curiosity to trace through distant re- 
gions his yet untrodden pathway—so aw 
there times and seasons when the pilgrinii 
man, casting aside for the moment tlif 
bustling cares of existence, ought to sit 
down to review the past and anticipate 
the future. 
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JOHN HAWKINS AND JAMES SIMPSON. 

[THE DELINQUENTS ATTACKING THE POST-BOY AND COUNTRYMAN.] 

JOHN HAWKINS was born of poor but 
lionest parents, at Staines, in Middlesex, 
and for some time lived as waiter at the 
Red Lion, Brentford; which place he left 
for the purpose of engaging himself as a 
Sentleman's servant. Having been in 
different families, he at length became 
wtier to Sir Dennis Drury, in whose ser- 
vice he was distinguished as a servant of 
'erycreditable appearance and reputation. 
His person was graceful, of vrhich he was 
"markably vain. Unfortunately he be- 
oine a frequenter of the gaming-table two 
or three nights in a week; a practice which 
'M to that ruin which finally befell him. 

At length Sir Dennis lost a considerable 
quantity of plate; and as Hawkins's mode 
" lite was very expensive, it was suspected 

that he had stolen it, for which reason he 
was discharged without the advantage of a 
good character. Being thus destitute of 
the means of subsistence, he had recourse 
to the highway, and his first expedition 
was to Hounslow Heath, where he took 
about 111. from the passengers in a coach; 
but such was his attachment to gaming, 
that he repaired directly to London and 
lost it all. He continued to rob alone for 
some time, and then engaged with other 
highwaymen; but the same fate still at- 
tended him: he lost at gaming what he 
acquired at so much risk, and was fre- 
quently so reduced as to dine at an eating- 
house and sneak off without paying his 
reckoning. 

Though several of the old companions 
S 
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of Hawkins, in his career of delinquency, 
had met their fate at the hands of the 
executioner, this criminal was in no way 
deterred fiom the pursuit of his malprac- 
tices; but, on the contrary, for the purpose 
of carrying out his guilty designs to a more 
profitable extent, he formed an acquaint- 
ance with one Wilson, a youth of good 
education, who had been articled to a 
solicitor in chancery, but had neglected 
his business through an attachment to the 
gaming-table. These associates, who com- 
mitted several robberies in conjunction, 
were at length tried for one of them, but 
acquitted for want of evidence. After this 
W Ison went down to his mother, who 
lived at Whitby, in Yorkshire, and con- 
tinued with her for about a year; and 
then, coming to London again, lived with 
a gentleman of the law; but having lost 
all his money in gaming, he renewed his 
acquaintance with Hawkins, who was now 
connected with a new gang of villains; 
one of whom, however, being apprehended, 
impeached the rest, which soon dispersed 
the whole, but not until some of them had 
made their exit at Tyburn. Hawkins was 
obliged to conceal himself on this account 
for a considerable time ; but he at length 
ventured to rob a gentleman on Finchley 
Common, and shot one of his servants dead 
on the spot. 

His next attack was on the Earl of 
Burlington and Lord Bruce, in Richmond 
Lane, from whom he took about 20/., two 
gold watches, and a sapphire ring. For 
this ring a reward of 100/. was offered to 
the notorious Jonathan Wild; but Haw- 
kins sailed to Holland with it, and there 
sold it for 40/. On his return to England 
he joined his old companions, of whom 
Wilson was one, and robbed Sir David 
Dalrymple of about 31., a snuff-box, and a 
pocket-book; for which last article Sir 
David offered 60/. reward to Wild; but 
Hawkins's gang having no connexion with 
that villain, who did not even know their 
persons, they sent the book by a porter to 
Sir David without expense. They next 
stopped Mr. Hyde, of Hackney, in his 
coach, and robbed him of 10/. and his 
watch, but missed 300/. which that gentle- 
man then had in his possession. After 
this they stopped the Earl of Westmore- 
land's coach, in Lincoln's Inn Fields, and 
robbed him of a considerable sum of 
money, though there were three footmen 
behind the carriage.    The footmen called 

the watch ; but the robbers firing a pistol 
over their heads, the " guardians" of life 
and property decamped. 

Hawkins had now resolved to carry tie 
booty obtained in several late robberies to 
Holland; but Jonathan Wild, having ob- 
tained some information of thegang, caused 
some of them to be apprehended; on which 
the rest went into the country for conceal- 
ment. On this occasion Hawkins and 
Wilson went to Oxford, and paying a 
visit to the Bodleian library the former 
wantonly defaced some pictures in Ike 
gallery; and 100/. reward was offered to 
discover the offender; when a poor tailor, 
having been taken up on suspicion, nar- 
rowly escaped being whipped merely 
because he was a kind of politician, ani 
of what were then held to be Whiggisl 
principles! 

Hawkins and his friend now returtrei 
to London, and the latter, coming of age 
at the time, succeeded to a little estate Irii 
father had left him, which he sold for 350/, 
a small part of which he lent to his corrr- 
panions to buy horses, and soon squandered 
the rest at the gaming-table. These boon 
companions now stopped two gentleraerr 
in a chariot on the Hampstead Road, whs 
both fired at once, by which three slugs 
were lodged in Hawkins's shoulder, and 
the highwaymen got to London with soirri 
difficulty. 

On Hawkins's recovery they attempted 
to stop a gentleman's coach in Hyde Part, 
but the coachman drove off smartly; when 
Wilson fired, and, wounding himself iir 
the hand, found it difficult to scale lie 
park wall to effect his escape. This cir- 
cumstance occasioned serious thoughts 
in his mind, in consequence of which k 
set out for his mother's house in York- 
shire, where he was kindly received, and 
fully determined never to recur to hii 
former practices. While he was engaged 
in his mother's business, and planning 
schemes for domestic happiness, he was 
sent for to a public-house, where he foup 
his old acquaintance, Hawkins, in com- 
pany with George Simpson, another asso- 
ciate, and the one who forms an equally 
prominent feature with Hawkins in tie 
present details, being a fellow-victim H 
the laws and vengeance of his coun'l' 
Simpson was a native of Putney, in Surrefi 
where his father was a wine-merchant; 
but being reduced in circumstances, li' 
removed into Lincolnshire.   Young S'WF 
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son kept a public-house at Lincoln, and 
acted as a sheriff's officer; but quitting 
the country, he came to London, and 
engaged himself as butler to Lord Castle- 
main ; after leaving whose service he lived 
ill several other places with great credit, 
till he became acquainted with Hawkins. 
Wilson was shocked at seeing them, and 
asked what could induce them to take 
such a journey? Hawkins thereupon 
swore violently, and said Wilson was 
impeached, and would be taken into cus- 
tody in a few days. This induced him to 
goto London with them; but on his arrival 
he found that the story of the impeach- 
ment was false. When in London, they 
formed connexions with other thieves, and 
committed several robberies, for which 
some of the gang were executed. They 
frequented a public-house at London Wall, 
the master of which kept a livery-stable, 
so that they rode out at all hours, and 
robbed the stages as they were coming 
into town. They not only took money, 
but portmanteaus, &c., and divided the 
booty with Carter, the master of the 
hvery-stable. 

On this plan they continued their depre- 
dations on the public, till one of their 
associates, named Child, was executed at 
Salisbury, and hung in chains, for robbing 
the mail; which incensed them to such a 
degree, that they determined to avenge 
the deed which had been so offensive to 
their feelings, by committing a similar 
crime. Having mentioned their design 
in the presence of Carter, the stable- 
keeper, he advised them to stop the mail 
from Harwich; but this they declined, 
because the changing of the wind must 
render the time of its arrival uncertain. 
;U length it was agreed to rob the Bristol 
'nail; and they set out on an expedition 
for that purpose. It appeared on the 
'rial, that the boy who carried the mail 
was overtaken at Slough by a country- 
man, who travelled with him to Langley 
nroom, where a person rode up to them 
»nd turned back again. When passing 
'trough Colnbrook they saw the same 
man again, with two others, who followed 
'nem at a short distance, and then pulled 
tneir wigs over their foreheads, and, hold- 
"ig handkerchiefs to their mouths, came 
Jip with them, and commanded the post- 
My and the countryman to come down 
•" lane, when they ordered them to quit 
'iieir horses; and then Hawkins,  Simp- 

son, and Wilson tied them back to back, 
and fastened them to a tree in a wet 
ditch, so that they were obliged to stand 
in the water. This being done, they took 
such papers as they liked out of the Bath 
and Bristol bags, and hid the rest in a 
hedge. They now crossed the Thames, 
and, riding a little way into Surrey, put 
up their horses at an inn in Bermondsey 
Street, at which time it was about six 
o'clock in the morning; when they parted, 
and went different ways to a public-house 
in the Minories, where they proposed to 
divide their treasure. The landlord being 
well acquainted with their persons, and 
knowing the profession of his guests, 
showed them into a private room, and 
supplied them with pen and ink : having 
equally divided the bank-notes, they threw 
the letters into the fire, and then went to 
their lodgings in Green Arbour Court, in 
the Old Bailey. 

A few days after this, information was 
given at the post-office that suspicious 
people frequented the house of Carter, the 
stable-keeper, at London Wall; and some 
persons were accordingly sent thither to 
make the necessary discoveries. Wilson, 
happening to be there at the time, sus- 
pected their business; on which he ab- 
ruptly retired, and by slipping througli 
some by-alleys got into the Moorgate 
colFee-house, which he had occasionally 
used for two years before, on account of 
its being frequented by reputable com- 
pany, and therefore less liable to be 
searched for suspicious people. He had 
not been long in the house before a 
Quaker mentioned the search that was 
making in the neighbourhood for the 
men who had robbed the mail; which 
so shocked him that he instantly paid 
bis reckoning, and, going out at the back 
door, went to Bedlam, where the melan- 
choly sight of the objects around him 
induced him to draw a comparison be- 
tween their situation and his own; and 
he concluded that he was far more un- 
happy, through the weight of his guilt,-- 
than those poor wretches whom it had 
pleased God to deprive of the use of their 
intellects. Having reflected that it would 
not be safe for him to stay longer in 
London, he resolved to go to Newcastle 
by sea; and he was confirmed in this 
resolution, )ipon being told by a person 
who was anxious for his safety, that he 
and his companions were the parties sus- 
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pected of having robbed the mail. This 
friend likewise advised him to go to the 
post-office, surrender, and turn evidence; 
hinting, that if he did not, it was probable 
Simpson would, as he had asked some 
questions which seemed to intimate such 
an intention on his part. Wilson neg- 
lected this advice, and held his resolution 
of going to Newcastle, for which purpose 
he quitted Bedlam ; but by Moorgate 
coffee-house he met the men he had seen 
at Carter's house. They turned, and fol- 
lowed him; yet, unperceived by them, 
he entered the coffee-house, while they 
went under the arch of the gate; and if 
he had returned by the door at which he 
entered, he would again have escaped 
them; but going out of the front door 
of the house, they took him into custody, 
and conducted him to the post-office. 
On his first examination, he refused to 
make any confession; and on the follow- 
ing day he seemed equally determined to 
conceal the truth, till two circumstances 
induced him to reveal it. In the first 
place, the postmaster-general promised 
that he should be admitted an evidence, 
if he would discover his accomplices; 
and one of the clerks, calling him aside, 
showed him a letter, without any name 
to it, of which the following is a copy: 
" Sir—I am one of those persons who 
robbed the mail, which I am very sorry 
for; and to make amends, I will secure 
my two companions as soon as may be. 
He whose hand this shall appear to be, 
will, I hope, be entitled to the reward of 
his pardon." 

As Wilson knew this letter to be Simp- 
son's hand-writing, he thought himself 
justified in making a full discovery, which 
he accordingly did; in consequence of 
which his associates were apprehended 
at their lodgings, in Green Arbour Court, 
two days afterwards. At first they made 
an appearance of resistance, and threat- 
ened to shoot the peace-officers; but on 
the latter saying they were provided with 
arms, the offenders yielded, and were 
committed to Newgate. 

On the trial, Hawkins endeavoured to 
prove that he was in London at the time 
that the mail was robbed; and one Fuller, 
of Bedfordbury, swore that he lodged at 
his house on that night. To prove this, 
Fuller produced a receipt for 30s., which 
he said Hawkins then paid him for horse- 
hire.   The judge requested a sight of this 

receipt, when he observed that the boiiv 
of it was written with an ink of a dif. 
ferent colour from that of the name at 
the bottom ; on which he ordered the note 
to be handed to the jury, and remarkei 
that Fuller's testimony deserved no kind 
of credit. After examining some othei 
witnesses, the judge proceeded to sum m 
the evidence, in which he was interruptel 
by the following singular occurrence, ai 
stated by the short-hand writer. 

" My ink, as it happened, was verj' 
bad, being thick at bottom, and thin an! 
waterish at top; so that, according as I 
dipped my pen, the writing appeared verj 
pale or pretty black. Now, just as the 
court was remarking on the difference o( 
the ink in Fuller's receipt, a gentleman 
who stood by me, perceiving somethiiij 
of the same kind in my writing, desitei 
to look at my notes for a minute. As I 
was not aware of any ill consequences, 1 
let him take the book out of my hanj; 
when presently showing it to his frieut 
'See here,' said he, 'what difference there 
is in the colour of the same ink!' His 
friend took it, and showed it to anotliei. 
Uneasy at this, I spoke to them to return 
me my book. They begged my pardon, 
and said I should have it in a minute; kl 
this answer was no sooner given, thani 
curiosity suddenly seized one of the jury- 
men who sat just by, and he too begged! 
sight of the book; which, notwithstandirf 
my importunity, was immediately handeJ 
to him. He viewed it, and gave it to tlii 
next; and so it passed from one to tlii 
other, till the judge, perceiving them ven 
busy, called to them—' Gentlemen, wliil 
are you doing ? what book is that?' Tke; 
told him it was the writer's book, d 
they were observing how the ink appeareJ 
pale in one place, and black in anotliei. 
' You ought not, gentlemen,' says he, 'If 
take notice of anything but what is prf 
duced in evidence ;' and then turning ti 
me, demanded what I meant by showinj 
that to the jury. I answered, that I conU 
not fix upon the persons, for the gentleniffl 
near me were all strangers to me, and 
was far from imagining I should haveaii 
such occasion for taking particular notice 
of them. His lordship then resumed h 
charge to the jury, which being endei 
they withdrew to consider their verdict. 

After an absence of about an hour, W 
jury returned into court without agreeB! 
on a verdict; saying they could not 1* 

;===^ 
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convinced that Fuller's receipt was not 
genuine, merely on account of the different 
colours of the ink. The court intimated 
how many witnesses had sworn that Haw- 
kins was absent from London; to contra- 
dict all of whom there was only the 
evidence of Fuller, which was at least 
rendered doubtful by the ink appearing 
of two colours; and it submitted, whether 
Fuller's testimony ought to be held of 
equal validity with that of all the opposing 
parties. The jury again retired from 
tlie court, and, on their return, gave a 
verdict of Guilty against both the pri- 
soners. 

They suffered at Tyburn on the 21st of 
May, 1722, and were hung in chains on 
Hounslow Heath. At the place of execu- 
tion, Hawkins addressed the surrounding 
multitude, acknowledging his sins, pro- 
fessing to die in charity with all mankind, 
and begging the prayers of those who 
were witnesses of his melancholy exit. 
He died with great difficulty ; but Simp- 
son was out of his pain almost without a 
struggle. 

HISTOKY OF JOHN STANLEY. 

IN tlie following details we shall find that 
a father's ill-judged or redundant fond- 
ness, in following up a course of unre- 
strained indulgence, laid the foundation 
of ruin and disgrace for his son. 

John Stanley, the subject of the pre- 
sent treatise, was the son of an officer in 
tlie army, and born in the year 1690, at 
Duce Hall, in Essex, a seat belonging to 
Mr. Palmer, who was his uncle by the 
mother's side. Young Stanley was the 
over-esteemed favourite of his father, who 
lifgan to teach him the art of fencing 
'hen he was no more than five years of 
age; and other officers likewise practising 
Ihe same art with him, he became a kind 
«f master of the sword when he was but a 
Mere boy; for, to stimulate his courage, 
1' was common for those who fenced with 
Mm to give him wine or some other liquor 
01 a spiritous quality. In consequence of 
• treatment the boy grew daring and 
jnsolent beyond expression, and at length 
oehaved with so uncommon a degree of 
audacity, that his father deemed him a 
singularly brave character. While he was 
'ejy young, Mr. Stanley was ordered to 
join his regiment, then in Spain, to which 
wuntry the youthful swordsman accom- 

panied him. There he was the spectator 
of several engagements; and his principal 
delight was in trainphng on the bodies of 
the slaughtered dead after the battles were 
ended! 

From Spain the father was ordered to 
Ireland, whither he took his son, and 
there procured for him an ensign's com- 
mission ; but the young gentleman, by 
habituating himself to extravagant com- 
pany, spent much more money than the 
produce of his commission, which he soon 
sold, and then returned to England. The 
father was greatly mortified at this pro- 
ceeding, and advised him to make appli- 
cation to General Stanhope, who had been 
a warm [friend to the family. But this 
advice was lost on the young gentleman, 
who abandoned himself to the most disso- 
lute course of life, borrowing money of 
his acquaintance, which he soon squan- 
dered at the gaming-tables, when he pro- 
cured farther supplies from women with 
whom he made illicit connexions. 

He was so vain of his acquaintance 
with the ladies, that he boasted of their 
favours as an argument in proof of his 
own accomplishments; though what he 
would obtain from the weakness of one 
woman, he commonly squandered on 
others of more abandoned character. 

One mode which he adopted to supply 
his extravagance, was to introduce him- 
self into the company of young gentlemen 
who were but little acquainted with the 
vices of the age, whom he assisted in 
wasting their fortunes in every species 
of scandalous dissipation. 

At length, after a scene of riot in Lon- 
don, he went with one of his associates 
to Flanders, and thence to Paris; which 
gave Stanley an opportunity of boasting, 
in no narrow terms, of the favours he 
received among the French ladies, and 
of the improvements he had made in the 
science of fencing. 

On his return to England, the opinion 
he conceived of his skill in the use of the 
sword made him insufferably vain and 
presuming. He would very frequently 
intrude himself into company at a tavern, 
and, saying he was come to make himself 
welcome, would sit down at the table 
without farther ceremony. The company 
would sometimes bear with his insolence 
for the sake of peace; but when this was 
the case, it was a chance if he did not 
pretend to have received some affront, and 
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walk off wliile the company was in con- 
fusion. It was not always, however, the 
matter thus ended; for sometimes a gen- 
tleman of spirit would take the liberty of 
kicking our hero out of the house. 

It will now be proper to mention some- 
thing of his connexion with Mrs. May- 
cock, the murder of whom cost him his 
life. When returning from a gaming- 
house which he frequented in Covent 
Garden, he met Mr. Bryan, of Newgate 
Street, and his sister, Mrs. Maycock, the 
wife of a mercer on Ludgate Hill. Stan- 
ley rudely ran against the man, and em- 
braced the woman ; on which a quarrel 
arose ; but this subsiding, Stanley insisted 
on seeing the parties home: this he did, 
and spent the evening with them; and 
from this circumstance arose a fatal con- 
nexion on the part of Mrs. Maycock and 
the intruder. 

Stanley having made an acquaintance 
with the family, soon afterwards met Mrs. 
Maycock at the house of a relation, in 
Red Lion Street, Holborn. In a short 
time Mr. Maycock removed into South- 
wark, where the visits of our captain were 
admitted on the footing of intimacy. 

The husband dying soon after this con- 
nexion, Stanley became more at liberty 
to pay his addresses to the widow; and 
it appears that some considerable intimacy 
subsisted between them, from the follow- 
ing verbatim copy of a letter, which is 
not more a proof of the absurd vanity of 
the man that could write it, than of the 
woman that could keep him company 
after receiving it. The egregious cox- 
comb, detestable fool, and supercilious 
flatterer — each character is visible in 
every line. " I am to-morrow to be at 
the opera; O that I could add with her 
I love! the opera, where beauties, less 
beauteous than thou, sit panting, admired, 
and taste the sweet barbarian sounds. 
On Friday I shall be at the masquerade 
at Somerset House, where modest plea- 
sure hides itself before it can be touched : 
but though it is uncertain in the shape, 
'tis real in the sense; for masks scorn to 
steal, and not repay: therefore, as they 
conceal the face, they oft make the body 
better known. At this end of the town, 
many faded beauties bid the oleos and 
the brush kiss their cheeks and lips, till 
their charms only glimmer with a bor- 
rowed grace; so that a city beauty, rich 
in her native  spring of simplicity and 

loveliness, will doubly shine with us; 
shine like the innocent morning blusk 
of light that glitters untainted on lie 
garden." 

This exquisite sally of nonsense flat- 
tered the vanity of the lady, so that tin 
licentious scoundrel was allowed to repeat 
his visits at his own convenience. About 
this period a young man, who had served 
his term of apprenticeship with the latt 
Mr. Maycock, and who was possessed ot 
a decent fortune with which to begin tie 
world, probably unacquainted with the 
guilty proceedings which were being car- 
ried on, paid his addresses to the yoniig 
widow ; but she wantonly preferred a dis- 
graceful intercourse with Stanley, to a 
connexion at once honourable and pure. 
Soon after this she quitted her house in 
Southwark, and the lovers (such lovers!) 
spent much of their time at balls, plays, 
and assemblies, till her money was dissi- 
pated, when he did not scruple to insinu- 
ate that she had been too liberal of her 
favours to other persons. In the mean 
time she bare him three children, one o! 
whom was living at the time of the father's 
execution. 

Stanley continuing his dissolute course 
of life, his parents became very uneasy, 
fearful of the fatal consequences that 
might ensue; and his father, who saw too 
late the wrong bias he had given to tii 
education, procured him the commission 
of a lieutenant, to go to Cape Coast Castle, 
in the service of the African Company. 
The young fellow seemed so pleased witli 
this appointment, that his friends enter- 
tained great hopes that he would reform. 
Preparations being made for his voyage, 
and the company having advanced a con- 
siderable sum, he went to Portsmouth, in 
order to embark; but he had been only a 
few days in that town, when he was fol- 
lowed by Mrs. Maycock, with her infant 
child. She reproached him with base- 
ness, in first debauching her, and then 
leaving her to starve; and employing all 
the arts she was mistress of to alter 
his resolution, she prevailed upon him to 
give her half the money which belonged 
to the company, and to follow her to 
London with the rest. Shocked with tbe 
news of this dishonourable and treact- 
erous action, the father took to his bed, 
and died of grief. Young Stanley was 
apparently much affected at this event, 
and to divert the bitterness of his reflec- 
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lions he went to Flanders, where he 
stayed a considerable time; when he 
returned to England, and hved in as 
abandoned a manner as before. 

Soon after his return,  having drank 
freely with two tradesmen, he took a walk 
with them towards Hampstead.    Meeting 
a Mr. Dawson, with five other gentlemen, 
a quarrel ensued ; and one of the gentle- 
men fired a pistol, the ball from which 
grazed Stanley's skin.    Enraged at this, 
the latter drew his sword, and thrust it 
into the body of Mr. Dawson,  through 
the lower part of his belly, to his back- 
hone.  The poor wounded man was con- 
veyed to a neighbouring house, where he 
lay six weeks  before  he  was perfectly 
recovered.     As   Dawson   happened   to 
know Stanley,  he  took out a writ for 
damages, to recover the expense of the 
cure; but the writ was never executed; 
for Stanley was so celebrated for his skill 
in the use of the sword, and his daring 
disposition, that the bailiffs were afraid 
to arrest him. 

Not long after this,  quarrelling with 
! father'i      Capt, Chickley, at a cider-cellar in Covent 

Garden, Stanley challenged the captain 
to fight him in a dark room.   They shut 
themselves in ; but a constable being sent 
for, broke open the door, and probably 
saved Stanley's life;   for  Chickley had 
then ran  his  sword  through his  body, 
while he himself had received only two 
slight wounds. 

It appears that Stanley paid occasional 
visits to Mrs. Maycock; and he had the 
insolence to pretend anger at her receiving 
the visits of other persons, though he was 
notable to support her; for he had the 
vanity to think, that a woman whom he 
had debauched ought for ever to pay true 
iilegiance to him, as a wife to her husband. 
Mrs. Maycock having been to visit a gen- 
tleman, was returning one night through 
ihancery Lane, accompanied with another 
»onian, and Mr. Hammond, of the Old 
Miley. Stanley, in company with another 
mw, met the parties, and he and his 
rampanion insisted on going with the 
wmen. Hammond hereupon said the 
Wies belonged to him; but Mrs. Maycock 
»»w recognizing Stanley, said, "What, 
'¥iiin, is it yon ?" He asked her where 
sne was going; she said, to Mr. Ham- 
'""id's, in the Old Bailey. He replied 
'nat he was glad to meet her, and would 
S" with her. 

As they walked down Fleet Street, 
Stanley desired his companion to go back, 
and wait for him at an appointed place; 
and as the company was going forward 
Stanley struck a man who happened to be 
in his way, and kicked a woman on the 
same account. 

Being arrived at Hammond's house, the 
company desired Stanley to go home, but 
this he refused ; and Mrs. Maycock going 
into the kitchen, he pushed in after her; 
when, some words passing between them, 
he stabbed her, so that she died in about 
an hour and a half. Other company going 
into the kitchen, saw Stanley flourishing 
his sword, while the deceased was fainting 
with loss of blood, and crying out, "I am 
stabbed! I am murdered!" Stanley's 
sword being taken from him, be threw 
himself down by Mrs. Maycock, and said, 
" My dear Hannah, will you not speak 
to me'!" 

The offender being taken into custody, 
was brought to his trial at the Old Bailey, 
when some witnesses endeavoured to prove 
that he was a lunatic; but the jury con- 
sidering his extravagant conduct as the 
effect of his vices, and the evidence against 
him being positive, he was found guilty, 
and received sentence of death. 

Before his conviction, he had behaved 
in a very inconsiderate manner; nor was 
his conduct much altered afterwards, only 
that when he heard the name of Mrs. 
Maycock mentioned he was seized with 
violent tremblings, and drops of cold sweat 
fell from his face. 

He was carried to the place of execution 
at Tyburn, in a mourning-coach, on the 
23d of December, 1723, in the twenty- 
sixth year of his age; and on being put 
into the cart under the gallows he turned 
quite pale, and was so weak that he could 
not stand without support. He made no 
speech to the people; but only said, that 
as a hearse was provided to take away his 
body, he hoped no one would prevent its 
receiving Christian burial. It was ob- 
served that he wept bitterly after the cap 
was drawn over his eyes. 

EXECUTION AND RECOVERY OF A 
CRIMINAL. 

THE case of this criminal is remarkable 
on account of the extraordinary circum- 
stance of her recovery after execution: 
doubts arose as to her being guilty of the 

I 
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unnatural and inhuman crime with which 
she was charged; but this is certain, that, 
being condemned, she suffered the sen- 
tence of the law, and, after being sus- 
pended the usual time, was completely 
restored, and lived thirty years after the 
event. 

Margaret Dixon was the daughter of 
poor parents, who lived at Musselbui'gh, 
about five miles from Edinburgh, and who 
brought up their child in the practice of 
religious duties, having instructed her in 
such household business as was likely to 
suit her future situation in life. The 
village of Musselburgh was then almost 
entirely inhabited by gardeners, fishermen, 
and persons employed in making salt. 
The husbands having prepared the several 
articles for sale, the wives carried them to 
Edinburgh, and procured a subsistence by 
crying them through the streets of that 
city. When Margaret Dixon had attained 
years of maturity, she was married to a 
fisherman, by whom she had several 
children; but there being a want of sea- 
men, her husband was impressed into the 
naval service; and during his absence 
from Scotland his wife had an illicit con- 
nexion with a man at Musselburgh, by 
whom she became pregnant. 

At this period it was the law of Scot- 
land, that a woman known to have been 
unchaste should sit in a distinguished 
place in the church, on three successive 
Sundays, to be publicly rebuked by the 
minister; and many poor infants have 
been destroyed, because the mother so 
much dreaded this public exposure, par- 
ticularly as many females went to church 
to be witnesses of the frailty of a sister, 
who were never seen there on any other 
occasion. 

The neighbours of Mrs. Dixon averred 
that she was with child, which she denied. 
At length, however, she was delivered; 
but whether the child was stillborn or not 
is uncertain. Be this as it may, she was 
taken into custody, and lodged in the 
gaol of Edinburgh : when her trial came 
on several witnesses deposed to her preg- 
nancy at a certain time, and others proved 
the signs of her delivery and the discovery 
of a new-born infant near her residence. 

The jury giving credit to the evidence 
against her, brought in a verdict of Guilty, 
in consequence of which she was doomed 
to death. 

After her condemnation she behaved in 

the most penitent manner, confessed tliat 
she had been guilty of many sins, and 
even owned the dereliction of her dun- 
to her husband; but she constantly and 
steadily denied that she had murdered 
her child, or even formed the idea of so 
horrible a crime. She said she denied 
her pregnancy tln-ough fear of being pub- 
licly exposed to every ridicule; and being 
suddenly seized with the pains of child- 
birth she could not procure assistance, 
insensibility ensued, and she knew not 
the fate of the infant. 

After execution her body was cut don 
and delivered to her friends, who put it 
into a coifin, and sent it in a cart to be 
buried at her native place ; but the wea- 
ther being sultry, the persons who had tie 
body in their care, stopped to drink at a 
village called Peppennill, about two miles 
from Edinburgh. While they were re- 
freshing themselves, one of them perceived 
the lid of the coffin move, and, uncovering 
it, the woman immediately sat up, and 
most of the spectators ran off, with every 
sign of trepidation. It happened that a 
person who was then drinking in the 
public-house, had recollection enough li 
bleed her: in about an hour she was put 
to bed, and by the following morning she 
was so far recovered as to be able to walk 
to her own house. 

By the Scottish law, which is in part 
founded on that of the Romish, a person 
against whom the judgment of the court 
has been executed can suffer no more in 
future, but is thenceforward totally ex- 
culpated; and it is likewise held, tliat 
marriage is dissolved by the execution ol 
a convicted party. Mrs. Dixon, having 
been convicted and executed, the Kings 
advocate could consequently prosecute hei 
no farther; but he filed a bill in the Higli 
Court of Justiciary against the sheriif, for 
omitting to fulfil the law. 

The husband of this revived convitt 
married her publicly a few days after skt 
was hanged; and she constantly denied 
that she had been guilty of the crime fa 
which she suffered. 

This singular transaction took place» 
the year 1728, and the woman survived 
it about thirty years. 
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EDWARD WHITNEY. 

LWHITNEY AND MR. HULL.] 

IBIS notorious malefactor was bom at 
Slevenage, in Hertfordshire, where he was 
apprenticed to a butcher as soon as his 
Jge fitted hira for servitude. He served 
nis time, it appears, very faithfully; but 
"E ivas not long his own master before he 
took to the irregular courses that brought 
"Mtruction upon him, and branded his 
lanie with infamy. 

In the first grand piece of knavery 
• contrived, he was disappointed, as he 
'•»ld liimself frequently confess. Going 
'itk another butcher to Romford, Essex, 
a order to buy calves, they met with one 
fwlncli they had a particular fancy; but 
' »«'ner demanded what they thought 

«extravagant price, so that they could 
"* Stake a bargain.    As the man kept 

a public-house, however, our companions 
agreed to go and drink with him. They 
were much vexed in their minds, to tliink 
that they could not have their wish, and 
were contriving how to be revenged on 
their landlord; when Whitney suddenly 
whispered these words to his comrade, 
" What business have we to give so much 
money out of our pockets, for what we 
may by-and-by get for nothing ? we know 
where the calf is, and what should hinder 
our taking him, when we have an oppor- 
tunity ?" The other came directly into 
measures, and so they sat boozing till 
night. 

In the evening there came a fellow 
into  the  town with   a great  she   bear, 
which he carried about for a show-, and 

T 
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it was his fortune to put up where our 
butchers were drinking in an inner room. 
It was some time before the landlord 
concluded where to put the bear; but 
at last he resolved to move the calf to 
another outhouse, and tie madam Bruin 
up in his place, which was done accord- 
ingly without the knowledge of Whitney 
and his friend, who continued drinking 
until they were told it was high time to 
go to bed. Upon this warning, they 
paid the reckoning, and went out, staying 
in the fields, near the town, till they 
imagined the time favoured their design. 
The night was very dark, and they came 
to the stall without making any disturb- 
ance or noise. Whitney was to go in 
and fetch out their prey, while the other 
watched without: when he entered, he 
groped about for the calf, till be got hold 
of the bear, which was lying in the slug- 
gish manner peculiar to these creatures, 
and he began to tickle it to make it 
rise. At last the poor beast awaked, 
being muzzled and blind, rose up on her 
hind legs, not knowing but it was her 
master going to show her. Whitney still 
continued feeling about, wondering at the 
length of the calf's hair, and that he 
should stand in such a posture, till the 
bear caught hold of him, and hugged 
him fast between her fore feet. In this 
grasp he remained, unable to move, and 
afraid to cry out, till the other butcher, 
wondering at his long stay, put his head 
in at the door, and said with a loud voice, 
" What a pox! will you be all night 
stealing a calf?" " A calf," quoth Whit- 
ney; " I believe it is the Devil that I am 
going to steal; for he Imgs me so closely 
as he does the witch in the statue." " Let 
it be the Devil," says the other; "bring 
him out, however, that we may see what 
he is like, which is something that I 
should be glad to know." Whitney was 
too much surprised to be pleased with 
the jesting of his companion, so that he 
replied with some choler, " Come and 
fetch him yourself; for may 1 be poxed 
if I half like him !" The other entered, 
and, after a little examination, found how 
he was bit. B}' his assistance, Whitney 
got loose, and they both swore they would 
never attempt to steal calves any more 
for this trick. 

Whitney, after this, took the George 
Inn, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire, where he 
entertained all sorts of bad company; but 

not thriving in this way, he was in i 
little time obliged to shut up, and en- 
tirely give over the occupation. He not 
came to London, the common sanctuait 
of such men, where he lived very ine- 
gularly, and at last, when necessitous cir- 
cumstances came on apace, wholly gave 
himself up to villany. 

It was still some time before he tooi 
to the highway, following only the com- 
mon tricks practised by the sharpers of 
the town, in which he was the inort 
successful, from always dressing like 
gentleman ; it being easier to imposf 
upon mankind with a good suit of clofc 
than by any other way whatever; for tfc 
world is governed by appearances, ans 
always will be, unless Providence sboiill 
see fit to make the character of virtw 
and vice more visible. A poor man, en- 
dowed with ever so honest and generoe 
a soul, is avoided by everybody; so tlir. 
he can hardly in his life find an oppoi 
tunity to discover himself, and let a mis 
taken world see what he possesses; wHi 
the greatest villain ever born may k 
caressed by all companies, if he has liii: 
credit enough to get good apparel, ai: 
impudence enough to thrust himself fr 
ward. 

One morning, Whitney stood on Liil- 
gate Hill, at a mercer's door, waiting ft: 
a friend whom he expected to come lit 
when two misses of the town, well habitK 
came along. These ladies took our geii 
tleman to be the master of the shop; d 
supposing him by his looks to be n 
amorous young bachelor, one of tlieii 
in order to begin a little conversatioi 
asked him, " If he had got any fine silt 
of the newest fashion." Whitney rcii 
replied, that he had none at present, kit 
in a day or two's time he should liavis 
choice; several weavers having to tai; 
him in pieces made from the last patteis- 
" Then, ladies," said he, " I shall beglai 
to supply you with what you want; * 
there is no man in England will use Ji 
better: only please to leave your nau* 
and where you live, that I may do m)* 
the honour of waiting on you." W 
courtesans were now put to it for' 
answer; but looking a little one uff 
another, one of them told him, that bent 
newly come to town tltey did not rcnn* 
her the name of the street where t" 
lodged; but it was not far off, ^n 
he pleased to go with them they «' skei 
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show him their habitation, such as it was. 
Whitney consented, and to make the affair 
appear with a better face he stepped into 
the sliop, as if he went to give orders to 
the apprentice, to whom he only put some 
impertinent questions, and came out un- 
suspected. Away trudge the ladies and 
their squire, who, when they told him 
they were come to the door, very civilly 
offered to take his leave of them. " Nay, 
sir," says one of them, " but you shall 
walk in, and take a glass of wine with 
IIS since you have been so good as to 
give yourself all tliis trouble! " Whitney 
thanked them, and with abundant com- 
plaisance accepted the favour. 

Hitherto both parties were deceived. 
Whitney really took them for gentlewomen 
offortime, and went home with them only 
to learn something that might enable him 
to make ^a prey of them; and they as 
confidently believed him to be the mercer 
who owned the shop at which they picked 
him up. Their designs were to get his 
money out of his pocket, and, if they 
could, a suit or two of clothes into the 
bargain. What confirmed them in this 
opinion was, the notice he took of several 
gentlemen as he passed along the street, 
ij) pulling off his hat to them; and their 
returning tlie same compliment. Whitney 
did it for the very purpose of deceiving 
them; for it is natural and common for 
men of fashion to re-salute those wlio 
salute them, whether they know them or 
not, because a man may be known by 
one whom he cannot remember on a sud- 
den to have ever seen before. 

fke ladies introduced their supposed 
cully into an apartment splendidly fur- 
nished, where a table was instantly spread 
"ith a fine cold collation. This being 
wer, the maid and one of the mistresses 
withdrew, leaving the other to manage 
Whitney. She immediately fell into 
amorous discourse, and soon proceeded 
'» great freedoms, telling him he was 
Wiful, and ofTering to teach him a soft 
»ve lesson. Whitney now began to under- 
stand his company; yet, as be hoped to 
?ft a little love by the bargain, he was 
TOiing to keep the mask, and professed 
lumself her slave, devoted to her service, 
•ii willing to fulfil her pleasure, pro- 
mising, after a great many mutual endear- 
"'wts, to give her as much silk as would 
•jAe her a suit of clothes. This was all 
ste required of him before she granted 

him the last favour, and upon this promise 
she sufi'ered him to play over the jeu 
d'amour as often as he pleased, entertaining 
him, after all, with two or three more 
bottles at free cost. 

Whitney was so well pleased with his 
reception at this place, that he resolved, if 
possible, to have a little more of the same 
sport; and to that end went to a mercer, 
and told him that such a lady had sent 
him to desire that he would let one of his 
men carry two or three pieces of the 
richest silk in his shop, for her to choose a 
gown and petticoat. The mercer knew 
the person of quality whom he named, she 
having been his customer before, and, 
without mistrusting anything, sentayouth 
who was newly apprenticed to hira, telling 
him the prices in VVhitney's hearing. Our 
adventurer led the lad through as many 
by-streets as he could, in order to carry 
him out of bis knowledge, till, observing a 
house in Suffolk Street, which had a 
thoroughfare into Hedge Lane, he desired 
the young man to stay at the door, while 
he carried in the silks to show them to the 
lady, who lodged there. They onth obeyed 
very readily, and Whitney went into the 
house, and asked the people for somebody 
whom they did not know: upon their 
telling him no such person lived in that 
neighbourhood, he desired leave to go 
through, which was granted. 

Now, good-night, Mr. Mercer! you 
may wait till you are weary, and go back 
lighter by all your load. In a word, 
Whitney went to his mistresses, and dis- 
tributed the prize between them; after 
which he revelled in all manner of excess 
for several days, till he was glad to retire 
of himself. 

He resolved, however, that nobody but 
himself should enjoy the fruit of his 
industry, since he could not have the 
profit of his cheat; it would be a piece of 
honesty in him, he thought, to restore the 
mercer's goods again. To this end he 
writes a letter where the women lived, 
and the shopkeeper getting a warrant, 
and a constable, went and found the silks 
in their custody. To be sure, they were 
enough frightened to find themselves ap- 
prehended for having in their possession 
what they thought had been given them 
by the right owner; but all their excuses 
were in vain; they were hurried before a 
magistrate, who committed them toTothill- 
fields, Bridewell, where they were taught 



140 ANNALS OF CRIME. 

the discipline of the place, by that cele- 
brated lictor, Mr. Redding; and their 
backs were covered with stripes of the 
cat-and-nine-tails instead of the eleemosy- 
nary silks, of which they thought them- 
selves the secure holders. 

When Whitney was grown a confirmed 
highwayman, he one day met a gentleman 
on Bagshot Heath, whom he commanded 
to stand and deliver. The gentleman 
replied, " Sir, it is well you spoke first; 
for I was just going to say the same thing 
to you." "Why, are you a gentleman 
thief then?" quoth Whitney. "Yes," 
said the stranger, " but I have had very 
bad success to-day ; for I have been riding 
up and down all this morning without 
meeting with any prize." Whitney, upon 
this, wished him better luck, and took his 
leave, really supposing him what he pre- 
tended. 

At night it was the fortune of Whitney 
and this impostor to put up at the same 
inn, when our gentlemen told some other 
travellers by what a stratagem he had 
escaped being robbed on the road. Whit- 
ney had so altered bis habit and speech, 
that the gentleman did not know him 
again; so that he heard all the story 
without being taken notice of. Among 
other things, he heard him tell one of the 
company softly, that he had saved 100/. 
by his contrivance. The person to whom 
he whispered this, was going the same 
way the next morning, and said he had 
also a considerable sum about him, and, if 
he pleased, should be glad to travel with 
him for security. It was agreed between 
them, and Whitney at the same time 
resolved to make one of them. When 
morning came, our fellow-travellers set 
out, and Whitney about a quarter of an 
hour after them. All the discourse of the 
gentlemen was about cheating the high- 
waymen, if they should ineet with any; 
and all Whitney's thoughts were upon 
being revenged for the abuse which had 
been practised on him the day before. At 
a convenient place, having got before 
them, he bid them stand; and the gentle- 
man whom he met before not knowing 
him, he having disguised himself after 
another manner, briskly cried out, " We 
were just going to say the same to you, 
sir." "Were you so?" quoth Whitney; 
"and are you of my profession then?" 
"Yes," said they both. "If you are," 
roj)lied Whitney, " I suppose you remem- 

ber the old proverb, ' Two of a trade can 
never agree ;' so that you must not exped 
any favour on that score; but, to be plain, 
gentlemen, the trick will do no longer. 1 
know you very well, and must have yo\ii 
hundred pounds, sir; and your considerable 
sum," turning to the other, " let it be wliai 
it will; or I shall make bold to send a 
brace of bullets through each of joiit 
heads. You, Mr. Highwayman, sliouli 
have kept your secret a little longer, anil 
not have boasted so soon of having out- 
witted a thief. There is now nothing for 
you to do but deliver or die." Tliese 
terrible words put them both into a sil 
consternation: they were loath to lose 
their money, but more loath to lose theii 
lives; so, of two evils, they chose k 
least; the telltale coxcomb disbursing liif 
100/., and the other a somewhat larger 
sum, protesting that they would be careful 
for the future not to count without tlieir 
host. 

Another time Whitney met with Mi, 
Hull, an old usurer in the Strand, as k 
•was riding- across Hounslow Heath. Hi 
could hardly have choseti a wretch raon 
in love with money, and consequeiitlj 
who would have been more unwillingle 
part with it. When the dreadful wort 
were spoken, he trembled like a paralytic, 
and fell to expostulating the case in tie 
most moving expfessions he was mastei 
of, professing he was a very poor-man, 
had a large family of children, and shoiiB 
be utterly ruined if he was so harJ- 
hearted as to take his money from lii"- 
He added, moreover, a great deal con- 
cerning the illegality of such an actioi, 
and how dangerous it was to engage it, 
such evil courses. Whitney, who be' 
him, cried out in a great passion, " &- 
rah, do you pretend to preach moralii; 
to an honester man than yourself? h< 
not much more generous to take a mt> 
money from him bravely, than to gri«' 
him to death with eight or ten per cent 
under colour of serving him? You niak 
a prey of all mankind, and necessity» 
an honest man often is the means of Is 
falling into your clutches, who are qm" 
certain to imdo him. I am a maiij! 
more honour than to show any regaw 
to one whom'I esteem an enemy to tii 
whole human species. This once, sir, I 
shall oblige you to lend me what )* 
have without bond, and consequent') 
without  interest;   so  make  no vvor* 
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old Hull, tlieroupoii, pulled out about 
18/., which he gave with a pretty deal 
of grumbling; telling him withal, that 
he should see him, one time or another, 
ride up Holborn Hill backwards. Whit- 
ney was about to leave him; but on hear- 
ing these words, he pulled the old gen- 
tleman off his horse, put him on again 
with his face towards the horse's tail, and 
tied his legs. " Now," says he, "you old 
logne, let me see what a figure a man 
makes when he rides backwards; and 
let me have the pleasure, at least, of 
beholding you first in that posture." So 
giving the horse three or four licks with 
his whip, he set him running so fast, that 
he never stopped till he came to Houns- 
low town, where the people loosed our 
gendeman, after they had made them- 
selves a little merry with the sight. 

Whitney, like a great many others of 
the same profession, affected always to 
appear generous and noble. There is one 
instance of this temper in him, which it 
may not be amiss to relate. Meeting 
one day with a gentleman on Newmar- 
ket Heath, whose name was Long, having 
robbed him of 100/. in silver, which was 
in his portmanteau, tied up in a bag; the 
gentleman told him, that he had a great 
way to go, and as he was unknown upon 
the road, should meet with many diffi- 
culties, if he did not restore as much as 
would bear his expenses. Whitney, upon 
this, opened the mouth of the bag, and, 
holding it to Mr. Long, " Here," says 
he, " take what you have occasion for." 
Mr. Long put in his hand, and took out 
as much as he could hold; to which 
Whitney made no opposition, but only 
said cheerfully, " I thought you would 
have had more conscience, sir." 

Doubtless, it must make some of our 
readers smile, when they observe how 
often the heroes of misdeed are intro- 
fluced as talking of conscience, honour, 
virtue, &c.; and it must be confessed, 
that they have reason for their mirth. 
this may, however, prove the beauty of 
those perfections of human nature, that 
even those who have least of them dis- 
cover a sort of secret value for them, and 
Would affect to possess that which they 
're of all men the farthest from having. 

Our dexterous butcher came once to 
"oncaster, in Yorkshire, where ho put 
"P it the Red Lion inn, and made a very 
Sfeat figure, having a pretty roimd sum 

in his possession. While he resided here, 
he was informed that the landlord of the 
house was reputed rich; but that he was 
withal so covetous, as that he would do 
nothing to help a relation or neighbour 
in distress; and so very sharp in his 
business, that it was next to impossible 
for any one to impose on him in the least 
particular. Nothing could be so pleasing 
to such a man as Whitney as outwitting 
one who was esteemed able to outwit all 
the world; in consequence of which he 
was resolved to attempt this master-stroke 
of invention, as he supposed it must be, 
if he succeeded. He therefore gave out 
that he had a good estate, that he tra- 
velled about the country merely for his 
pleasure, and that he had his money 
remitted to him as his rents came in: 
continuing to pay for everything he had, 
till, supposing his host sufficiently satis- 
fied that he was really what he pretended, 
he one day took an opportunity to tell 
him that his money ran short, till he 
could have returns. " O, my dear sir," 
says my landlord, " you need not give 
yourself the least uneasiness about such 
an affair as this. Everything I have is 
at your service, and I shall think myself 
honoured if you please to make use of me 
as a friend." Whitney returned the com- 
pliment with many thanks and expres- 
sions of esteem, eating and drinking, from 
day to day, at the good man's table; his 
horse also, all the while, being fed plenti- 
fully with the best corn and hay. The 
better to colour the matter, too, and to 
prove that he really came out of curiosity 
to see.the country, there was seldom a 
day passed but he rode out to some of 
the neighbouring villages, sometimes get- 
ting Mr. Innkeeper, sometimes other gen- 
tlemen in the town, to bear him company, 
they being all proud of the honour. It 
happened, that while he remained there, 
there was a fair, according to the anuual 
custom. Upon the fair-day, in the morn- 
ing, a small box, carefully sealed, and 
very weighty, came directed to him. He 
opened it, and took out a letter, which he 
read; then locked it up, and gave it to 
his landlady, desiring her to keep it in 
her custody for the present, because it 
would be safer than in his own hands; 
and ordering the landlord, at the same 
time, to write out his bill, that he might 
pay him next morning. As soon as he 
had done this, he went out to the fair. 
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In the afternoon he returned in a great 
hurry, and desired his horse might be 
dressed and saddled, he having a mind to 
show him in the fair, and, if he could, to 
exchange him for one which he had seen, 
and which he thought was the finest he 
had ever fixed his eyes on. " I will have 
him," says he, " if possible, whether the 
owner will buy mine or no, and though he 
cost me forty guineas." He then asked 
for his landlady to help him to his box, 
but was told she was gone to the fair; 
upon which he swore like a madman, and 
stated, that he supposed she bad locked up 
what he gave her, and taken the keys 
with her. " If she has," said he, " I had 
rather have given ten guineas; for I have 
no money at all, but what is in your 
possession." Inquiry was made, and it 
was found to be as he said, which put him 
into a still greater passion, though it was 
what he desired, and even expected, the 
whole comedy having been invented for 
the sake of this single scene. The land- 
lord quickly has notice of our gentleman's 
anger, and the occasion of it; upon which 
he repairs to him, and begs him to be 
easy, offering to lend him the sum he 
wanted, till his wife came home. Whitney 
seemed to resent it highly, that he must 
be obliged to borrow money when he had 
so much of his own. However, as there 
was no other way, he condescended, with 
much reluctance, to accept the proposal, 
adding, that he desired an account of all 
he was indebted as soon as possible, for it 
was not his custom to run hand over head! 
Having received forty guineas, the sum 
he pretended to want, he mounts his horse, 
and rides towards the fair; but, instead of 
dealing there for another horse, he spurred 
through the crowd, as fast as he could 
conveniently, and made the best of his 
way to London. At night the people of 
the inn sat up very late for his coming 
home, nor did they suspect anything the 
first or even the second night, when they 
saw nothing of him, he having been out 
before a day or two together in his pro- 
gress round the country, which they con- 
cluded was now the case. But at the end 
of two or three days, the landlord was 
a little uneasy ; and after he had waited a 
week to no purpose, it came into his head 
to break open the box, in order to examine 
it. With this view he goes to the magis- 
trate of the place, procures his warrant for 
so doing,  and  a constable,  with  proper 

witnesses to be present. We need not 
tell the reader he was cheated, for every 
one will naturally conclude so; nor need 
we say, he was ready to hang himself, 
wheir he found only sand and stones 
covered over ; his character may give an 
idea of his temper at this time. But 
Whitney did not care for his landlord's 
passion, so long as he got safe off with the 
money. 

This was, however, the last of his ad- 
ventures in the country ; for not long after 
his arrival in town, he was apprehended in 
Whitefriars, upon the information of a 
notorious woman called Mother Cozens, 
who kept a house of ill fame, in Milford 
Lane, over against St. Clement's Church, 
The magistrate who took the information, 
committed him to Newgate, where he 
remained till the next Sessions at the Old 
Bailey. 

After his conviction, Sir Samuel Law- 
rence, recorder of London, made air ex- 
cellent speech before he passed sentence 
of death on him and the other malefactors, 
setting forth the nature of their several 
offences in very strong expressions, and 
and addressing himself to Whitney in 
particular, whom he exhorted to a sincere 
repentance, as it was impossible for him to 
hope for any reprieve after such a course 
of villanies as he had practised ; vindicating 
the justice of the law, and urging the 
certainty of a Providence, which pursues 
such as him, and at last takes vengeance 
on them for their crimes. 

On Wednesday, the 19th of December, 
1694, Whitney was carried to the place of i 
execution, at Porter's Block, near Smitli- j 
field ; where, having spent a few moment) 
in private devotion,  he was turned 
being about thirty-four years of age. 

CRUELTY OF CAPTAIN JAMES LOWRY. 

Tnrs cruel man was a native of Scotland: 
after receiving a good school education, 
he was, at his own earnest request, bound 
apprentice to a master mariner, to whom 
he served his time faithfully; and from 
his propriety of conduct he soon became 
himself master of a ship. He had jus' ; 
returned from Jamaica, with the freigW I 
of a W^est India trader, about the middle 
of the month of June, 1751, when there 
appeared in the daily papers a remarkablt 
advertisement,',with ten signatures thereto, 
offering a reward of ten guineas for t'" 
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apprehension of James Lowry, late mas- 
ter of the IMolly, a merchant-ship,  last 
from Jamaica, who was charged by ten of 
liis crew with the cruel murder of Kenith 
Hossack,  foremast-man,   in  his  passage 
home, on the 24th of December previous, 
by ordering his two wrists to be tied to 
the main shrouds, and then whippingAim 
till he expired.   To this Captain Lowry 
replied, by charging his crew with depriv- 
ing him of the command of the said ship, 
onthe29thof themontb, and carrying her 
into Lisbon, where the British consul re- 
instated him in his command, and he sent 
the ten subscribing men home prisoners; 
and he stated that he was ready to sur- 
render when a court should be appointed 
for his trial, which nothing prevented him 
from doing immediately but the thoughts 
of lying in a gaol under the detestable 
stigmaof inhumanity.   The crew rejoined, 
in another advertisement, that Lowry did 
not only murder the  said  Hossack,  as 
appears by the affidavits of the ten sub- 
scribers, sworn before John Russell, Esq., 
the British consul at Lisbon, to be by him 
transmitted to the lords of the Admiralty, 
but in the said passage did also use Peter 
Bright and John  Grace so cruelly that 
they died; and, still continuing his bar- 
barity to every man in the ship, broke the 
jaw-bone and a finger of William Dwight, 
and fractured the skull of William Wham. 
They admitted that they, the subscribers, 
had been sent from Lisbon to England, by 
the said British consul; but this was done 
in consequence of a pretended charge of 
piracy sworn against them by Lowry, as 
the only means he had to screen himself 
from justice ; for the sake of which, and to 
deter other masters of ships from exercising 
tW like barbarities at sea, they repeated 
their reward,   which  they  deposited  in 
proper hands for apprehending the mur- 

^ derer.     These  advertisements  naturally 
excited public curiosity, and Lowry was 
apprehended and brought to trial at the 
Admiralty sessions at the Old Bailey, on 
the 18th of February, 1752, for the wilful 
murder of Kenitli Hossack. 

James Gatherah, mate of the vessel, 
deposed, that they left Jamaica on the 28th 
«f October, 1750, having on board four- 
teen Imnds; that, on the 24th of December, 
lie came on deck betiveen four and five in 
the afternoon, and saw the deceased tied 
"P, one arm to the halliards, and the 
"'aer to the main shrouds, when the pri- 

soner was beating him witli a rope, about 
an inch and a half in thickness. This 
deponent returning again in half an hour, 
the deceased begged to be let down on a 
call of nature: the captain being now 
below, Gatherah obtained his permission 
to release him for the present, but he was 
to tie him up again : when let down, how- 
ever, he was unable to stand; which being 
made known to Lowry, he said, " D— the 
rascal, he shams Abraham!" and ordered 
him again to be tied up. This was done; 
but he was not made so fast as before, 
which the captain observed, and ordered 
his arms to be extended to the full stretch, 
and then, taking the rope, beat him on 
the back, breast, head, shoulders, face, and 
temples, for about half an hour, occasion- 
ally walking about to take breath. About 
six he hung back his head, and appeared 
motionless; on which Lowry ordered him 
to be cut down, and said to Gatherah, "I 
am afraid Kenny is dead." Gatherah 
replied, " I am sorry for it, but hope not." 
Gatherah then felt his pulse ; but finding 
no motion there, or at his heart, said, " 1 
am afraid he is dead, indeed;" on which 
the captain gave the deceased a slap on 
the face, and exclaimed, "D—him, he is 
only shamming Abraham now!" On this 
the deceased was wrapped up in a sail, 
and carried to the steerage, where Lowry 
whetted a penknife, and Gatherah at- 
tempted to bleed him, but without effect. 
Gatherah deposed farther, that the de- 
ceased had been ill of a fever, but was 
then recovering, and, thougli not well 
enough to go aloft, was able to do many 
parts of his duty. Gatherah likewise 
deposed to the tyranny and cruelty of the 
captain to tlie whole ship's company, 
except one James Stuart; and gave several 
instances of his inhumanity, particularly 
tliat of his beating them with a stick which 
he called " the royal oak's foremast." 

It was asked .of Gatherah, why Lowry 
was not confined till the 29th of Decem- 
ber, as the murder took place on the 24th? 
to whicli he answered, that the ship's crew 
had been uneasy, and proposed to confine 
the captain ; but that he, Gatherah, repre- 
sented the leaky condition of the ship, 
which made it necessary that two pumps 
should be kept going night and day ; and 
the ship's crew were so sickly, that not a 
liand could be conveniently spared ; that 
he believed the captain would be warned 
by what lie liad done, and treat the rest 
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better; that Lovvry could not escape while 
on the voyage, and that, on their an-i\'al 
in England, he might be charged with 
the murder before any magistrate. 

The seamen were satisfied by these ar- 
guments ; but Lowry continuing his seve- 
rities, it was determined to confine him 
to his cabin. At length the ship became 
so leaky, that they did not expect to 
live from night till morning; and the men 
quitted the pumps, and took a solemn 
farewell of each other: but Gatherah ad- 
vised them to renew their efforts to save 
the vessel, and to steer for Lisbon. This 
advice was followed; and having arrived 
off the rock of Lisbon, they hoisted a sig- 
nal for a pilot; and one coming off in a 
fishing-boat, found that they had no pro- 
duce, (that is, they had no effects to dis- 
pose of,) on which he declined taking 
them into port: but by this pilot the cap- 
tain sent a letter to the British consul, 
informing him that the crew had muti- 
nied ; on which the consul came on board, 
put ten of the seamen under arrest, and 
sent them to England. 

The account given by Gatherah to the 
consul corresponded with that he had 
given in evidence at the Old Bailey. 
During the voyage, the crew of Lowry's 
ship worked their passage ; and, on their 
arrival iu England, though they were 
committed to the keeper of the Marshal- 
sea prison, yet they had liberty to go out 
when they pleased, and considered them- 
selves only as evidences against Lowry. 
The rest of the crew, who were examined 
on the trial, gave testimony correspond- 
ing with that of Gatherah, and declared 
that the deceased was sober and honest. 
Some questions were asked, if they 
thought Lowry's ill treatment was the 
occasion of Hossack's death. They re- 
plied, there was no doubt of it; that 
it would have killed him had he been in 
good health and strength,, or the stoutest 
man living. 

Lowry, liaving taken men on board to 
work Ills ship to England, arrived soon 
after his accusers; but they having given 
previous information to the lords of the 
Admiralty, a reward was offered for ap- 
prehending him : he remained some time 
concealed; but at length he was dis- 
covered by a thief-taker, who had him 
apprehended, and received ten guineas 
from the marshal of the Admiralty. 

The prisoner in his defence said, that 

his crew were a drunken set of fellows; 
that they altered the ship's course and 
were mutinous; that the deceased had 
stolen a bottle of rum and drank it, 
whereby he became intoxicated; that lie 
tied him up to the rails to sober him, 
and that he flourished a rope three times 
rou»d, and gave him a few strokes which 
could not hurt him; that he fell through 
drunkenness, and that he did all he could 
to recover him. 

After the evidence was recapitulated 
by the judge, the jury retired about half 
an hour, and then delivered their verdict, 
that the prisoner was guilty ; on which he 
received sentence of death, and orders 
were given for his being hung in chains. 

After conviction, Lowry behaved with 
great apparent courage and resolution, 
till a smith came to take measure of him 
for his chains, when he fainted away, and 
fell on his bed, and was measured while 
insensible. On recovering, he said it was 
the disgrace of a public exposure that had 
affected him, and not the fear of death. 

On the 25tli of March, at half-past nine 
in the morning, the unfortunate convict 
was brought out of Newgate, to undergo 
the sentence of the law: on seeing the 
cart which was to convey him to the 
gallows, he became pale; but he soon 
recovered a degree of serenity in his 
countenance; and his behaviour was 
quite composed and undaunted. 

The awful procession had not moved 
many yards, before the populace began 
to express their indignation at the culprit. 
Some sailors cried out, " Where is your 
royal oak's foremast ?" others vociferated, 
" He is shamming .Abraham ! " and with 
such tauntings and revilings was he drawn 
to Execution Dock. 

He was then taken out of the cart, and 
placed upon a scaffold under the gallows, 
where he put on a white cap. He prayed 
very devoutly with the ordinai-y of New- 
gate about a quarter of an hour; then 
giving the executioner his money and 
watch, the platform fell. After hanging 
twenty minutes, the body was cut down, 
put into a boat, and carried to Blackwall, 
and there hung in chains, on the bank of 
the Thames. 
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.rOHX EVKRETT. 

[ENCOUNTER  OK  EVERETT  AND  THE  WIDOW'S  SON.] 

THIS aggressor was a native of Hitcliin, 
in Hertfordshire, who had been well 
fducated, his father possessing 300/. per 
ronum. He was apprenticed to a sales- 
•n; but running away from his master 
he entered into the array, and served in 
Flanders, where he behaved so well that 
M was promoted to the rank of serjeant. 
On the return of his regiment to England, 
"e purchased his discharge, and repairing 
\o London bought the place of an officer 
•n Whitechapel debt-court, in which he 
continued about seven years; but having 
p^n liberty to some persons whom he 
'IM arrested, Mr. Charlesworth, a solicitor 
wthat court, caused him to be discharged, 
« then sued him for the "amount of the 
flebts of the parties whom his inconsider- 

ate good nature had liberated. 'J'o evade 
imprisonment, Everett enlisted in Lord 
Albemarle's company of foot-guards ; and 
soon after his return to the army he fell 
into the company of Richard Bird, with 
whom he had been formerly acquainted. 
This Bird hinted that great advantages 
might be acquired in a particular way, 
if Everett could be trusted ; and the 
latter, anxious to know what the plan 
was, learnt that it was to go on the road; 
on which an agreement was immediately 
concluded. Setting out on their expedi- 
tion, they robbed several stages in the 
counties adjacent to London, from w'hich 
they obtained considerable prizes, in 
jewels, money, and valuable effects. 

Thus successful in their first exploits, 
U 
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they went to Hounslow Heath, where 
they stopped two military officers, who 
were attended by servants armed with 
blunderbusses; but they obliged themj to 
submit, and robbed them of their money 
and watches : the watches were after- 
wards left, according to agreement, at a 
coffee-house near Charing Cross, and the 
thieves received 20 guineas for restoring 
them. 

Soon after they stopped a gentleman in 
an open chaise, near Kpsom. The gen- 
tleman drew his sword, and made several 
passes at them; yet they robbed him of 
his watch, 2 guineas, his sword, and some 
writings; but they returned the writings at 
the earnest request of the injured party. 

They also made a practice of robbing 
the butchers and higglers on Epping 
Forest, on their way to liondon; and 
one, at least, of these robberies was sin- 
gular. Meeting with an old woman, a 
higgler, they searched the lining of a 
high-crowned hat, which she said had 
been her mother's, in which they found 
about 3/. 

Soon after this they stopped a coach 
on Hounslow Heath, in which were two 
Quakers, who, calling them " sons of 
violence," jumped out of the coach to 
oppose them ; but their fellow-travellers 
making no resistance, and begging them 
to submit, all the parties were robbed of 
their money. Everett remarking that 
one of the Quakers wore a remarkably 
good wig, snatched it from his head, and 
gave him in return an old black tie, which 
he had purchased for half-a-crown of a 
Chelsea pensioner. This sudden meta- 
morphosis caused great mirth among the 
other company in the coach. 

About ten days after this, he and his 
companion walked to Hillingdon Com- 
mon, where, seeing two gentlemen on 
horseback, Everett stopped the foremost, 
and Bird the other, and robbed them of 
3 guineas and their gold watches: they 
then cut the girths of the saddle, and 
secured the bridle, to prevent a pursuit. 
They now hastened to Brentford, where 
understanding that they were followed, 
they got into the ferry to cross the 
Thames ; and when they were three 
parts over, so that the river was fordable, 
they gave the ferrymen 10s., and obliged 
them to throw their oars into the river. 
They then jumped overboard, and got on 
shore, while the spectators thought it was 

only a frolic, and the robbers got safe (o 
London, 

Some time after this, Everett was con- 
victed of an attempt to commit a robbery 
on the highway, for which he was sen- 
tenced to three years' imprisonment in 
New Prison, Clerkenwell. After some 
time, he was employed to act there ai 
turnkey; and his conduct meeting witli 
approbation, he remained in that station 
after the term of his imprisonment was 
expired; but the keeper dying he took a 
public-house in Turnmill Street, He bad 
not been long in this situation, when tie 
new keeper who had been appointed fre- 
quently called on him, and made him 
advantageous offers, on the condition ot 
re-assuming the office of turnkey. Thii 
he did; but when Everett had perfectly 
instructed him in the management of the 
])rison, he dismissed him, without assign- 
ing any reason for so ungenerous an act. 

Everett was now greatly in debt, and 
in consequence obliged to remove within 
the rules of the Fleet prison; when lie 
took a public-house in the Old Bailey. 
After this he took the Cock ale-house, in 
the same street, which he kept three years 
with reputation, when the warden of the 
Fleet persuaded him to keep the tap-house 
of the said prison. While in this station, 
he was chai'ged with being concerned 
with the keeper in some malpractices, 
for which the House of Commons ordered 
him to be confined in Newgate; but he 
obtained his liberty at the end of the 
sessions, as no bill had been found against 
him. During his confinement, his brewei 
seized his stock of beer, to the amount of 
above 300^., which reduced him to cir- 
cumstances of great distress ; but he even 
now resolved on a life of industry, if h' 
co\ild have got employment: his charac- 
ter, however, was such that no person 
would engage him. Thus distressed, he 
once more equipped himself for the high- 
way, with a view, as he solemnly declared, 
after sentence of death, to raise only 50/,! 
as his brewer would have given him credit, 
if he could have possessed himself of that 
sum. Having stopped a coach on the 
Hampstead Road, in which were a la^Ji 
her daughter, and a child about five yea'' 
old, the child was so terrified at bis p* 
senting a pistol, that he withdrew it a' 
the request of the lady, who gave hini a 
guinea and some silver; and though li« 
observed she had a watch and some go• 
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rings, &c., he did not demand them. 
Some company riding up, he was fol- 
lowed to the end of Leather Lane, where 
he evaded the pursuit by turning into 
Hatton Garden, and going into the Globe 
tavern. Here he called for wine, and 
while he was drinking lie saw his pursuers 
pass, on which he paid his reckoning, and 
slipped into a public-house in Holborn, 
where he again saw them pass : thinking 
himself safe, he remained here a consider- 
able time. When he thought the pursuit 
was over, ho called a coach at the end of 
Brook Street, and driving to Honey Lane 
Market purchased a duck for liis supper, 
aird a turkey for his Christmas dinner: 
he then went to his lodging in Newgate 
Market. On the following day, a man 
named Whitaker, called the boxing dro- 
ver, circulated a report that Everett had 
committed a highway robbery ; on which 
the latter loaded a brace of pistols, and 
vowed he would be revenged. He went 
to Islington in search of Whitaker, and 
visited several public-houses which he 
used to frequent; but not meeting with 
liim, the jierpetration of murder was hap- 
pily prevented. 

A woman in the neighbourhood of 
Newgate Market Iiaving buried her hus- 
band, who had left her enough to support 
berself and lier children with decency, 
was now repeatedly visited by Everett, 
who was received with too great marks 
of esteem, and allowed to assist in the dis- 
sipation of that money which should have 
provided for her family. The widow's son, 
jealous of this connexion, remonstrated 
with his mother on the impropriety of her 
conduct, and told her it would end in her 
win. This made Everett and her more 
cantious in their meetings: but the son 
ratched them with tlie utmost degree of 
vigilance and circumspection. Having 
one evening observed them go into a 
tavern, he provided himself with a large 
sharp knife ; then entering the room where 
they were sitting, he swore he would stab 
Everett to the heart, but the latter, by 
superiority of strength, disarmed him. 
The young fellow was at length per- 
suaded to sit down, when Everett assured 
h'm that he entertained the utmost re- 
spect both for himself and his mother; 
out the youth answered, that he was a 
haf, and the mutual destruction both of 
mother and children must follow their 
unlawful connexion.     As  the lad grew 

14T 
warm, Everett affected great coolness and 
good - humour, and considered how he^ 
might most readily get rid of so unwel- 
come a guest, as he was unwilling so soon 
to part with the widow. At length he 
determined to make the young fellow 
drunk, and plied him with such a quan- 
tity of liquor that ho fell fast asleep, in 
which condition he was left, while the 
other parties adjourned to a distant house, 
where they remained till morning, when 
Everett borrowed 7 guineas of the widow, 
under pretence of paying her in a week. 

Not long after this Everett was married 
to this very widow at Stepney church, by 
which he came into possession of money 
and plate to a considerable amount, and 
might have lived happily with her if he 
would have taken her advice; but [the 
extravagance of his disposition led to 
absolute ruin. When he was in very low 
circumstances he casually met his old 
accomplice Bird, and joined with him in 
the commission of a robbery in Essex. 
They were both taken and lodged in 
Chelmsford gaol; but Everett having 
turned evidence, the other was convicted 
and executed. As soon as he obtained 
liis liberty, he committed several robberies 
in the neighbourhood of London, the last 
of which was on a lady named Ellis, 
whom he stopped near Islington ; but 
being taken into custody on tlie follow- 
ing day, he was tried, and capitally con- 
victed. 

He had been married to three wives, 
who all visited him after sentence of 
death. He was likewise visited by the 
son of the widow; but recollecting wliat 
had formerly passed between them, Eve- 
rett would have stabbed him with a pen- 
knife, but was prevented by one of his 
wives; for which interposition he after- 
wards expressed the greatest happiness. 
What gave him the most uneasiness was 
the crime of perjury, of which he had 
been guilty, with a view to take away the 
life of an innocent man. One Picket, a 
cooper, having aftronted him, he swore a 
robbery against him; but the jury not 
being satisfied with the evidence, the man 
was fortunately acquitted. 

Mr. Nicholson, the then minister of St. 
Sepulchre's church, attended the prisoner 
while under sentence of death, and kindly 
exerted himself to convince him of the 
atrocious nature of his offences; but the 
numbers of people who visited him from 
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motives of curiosity, took off liis attention 
from his more important duties. He was 
however, at times serious, and would then 
advise his brethren in affliction to prepare 
for that death which now appeared un- 
avoidable. 

The gaol distemper (a disorder which 
the gaols about this time were liable to 
induce, through want of proper attention 
on the part of the superintendents of 
them,) having seized him while in New- 
gate, a report was propagated that he had 
taken poison; but this was totally false. 
He wrote letters to some of his acquaint- 
ance, begging they would take warning 
by his unhappy fate, and avoid those steps 
which led him to his ruin. 

At the place of execution, Tyburn, 
whither he was removed on the 20th of 
February, 1729, he behaved in such a 
manner as induced the spectators to think 
that his penitence for his past crimes was 
entirely unaffected. 

MATTHIAS BIIINSDEN'S DISTRESS AND 
INHUMANITY. 

THIS offender served his time to a cloth- 
drawer, in Blackfriars, named Beech,who, 
dying, was succeeded by Mr. Byfield, who 
left the business to Brinsden, who married 
Byfield's widow ; but how long she lived 
with him is uncertain. After the death 
of this wife, he married a second, by whom 
he had ten children, some of the eldest of 
whom were brought up to work at his 
business. At length he was seized with a 
fever, so violent that it distracted him, 
and occasioned him to be tied down to 
ins bed. This misfortune occasioned such 
a decay in his trade, that on his recovery 
he carried newspapers ab-out, and did any 
other business he could, to support his 
family. Going home about nine o'clock 
one evening, his wife, who was sitting on 
a bed suckling a young child, asked him 
what she should have for supper: to 
which he answered, " Bread and cheese ; 
can't you eat that as well as the child- 
ren?" She replied, " No; I want a bit 
of meat." " But," said he, " I have no 
money to buy you any." In answer to 
this, she said, " You know I have had but 
little to-day:" and some farther words 
arising between them, he stabbed her 
under the left breast with a knife. The 
deed was no sooner perpetrated, than one 

jof the daughters snatched the infant from 

the mother's breast, and another criej 
out, " O, Lord! father, you have killeii 
my mother." Brinsden sent for soini 
basilicon and sugar, which he applied to 
the wound, and then made his escape. 

A surgeon being sent for found tlal 
the wound was mortal; and the poor 
woman died soon after he came, anl 
within half an hour of the time at whitl 
the wound was given. 

In the interim the murderer had r»- 
treated to the house of Mr. King, a bar- 
ber, at Shadwell; whence, on the follow- 
ing day, he sent a letter to one of liii 
daughters, and another to a woman ot 
his acquaintance ; and in consequence ot 
these letters he was discovered, taken 
into custody, carried before a magistrate, 
and committed to take his trial for tli 
murder. 

When on trial, he urged, in his defence, 
that his wife was in some degree intoxi- 
cated, that she wanted to go out and drink 
with her companions, and that while lie 
endeavoured to hinder her she threw her- 
self against the knife, and received an ac- 
cidental wound. The evidence, however, 
against him was so clear, that his allega- 
tions had no weight, and he received sen- 
tence of death. 

After conviction he became serious ani 
resigned; and being visited by one of his 
daughters, who had given evidence against 
him, he took her in his arms, and said, 
" God forgive me! I have robbed youot 
your mother : be a good child, and rather 
die than steal. Never be in a passion; 
but curb your anger, and honour jour 
mistress : she will be as a father and mo- 
ther to you. Farewell, my dear child; 
pray for your father, and think of himai 
favourably as you can." 

On his way to the place of execution, 
the daughter above mentioned was per- 
mitted to go into the cart to take her last 
farewell of him, a scene that was exceed- 
ingly affecting to the spectators. 

In consequence of some reports whicn 
were very unfavourable to the malefactor 
having been propagated during his con- 
finement, he desired the ordinary of Ne»' 
gate to read the following statement 
written by himself, just before he was 
launched into eternity. " I was born of 
kind parents, who gave me learning, a"" 
apprenticed me to a fine-drawer. 1 had 
often jars with him, which might increaM 
a natural waspishness in my temper.  ' 
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fell in love witli Hannah, my last wife, and, 
after much difficulty, won her, she having 
five suitors courting her at the same time. 
We had ten children (half of them dead), 
and I believe we loved each other dearly, 
though we often quarrelled and fought. 
Pray, good people, mind, I had no malice 
against her, nor thought to kill her two 
minutes before the deed; but I designed 
only to make her obey me thoroughly, 
which, the Scripture says, all wives should 
do. This I :thought I had done, when I 
cut her skull on Monday; but she was 
the same again by Tuesday. Good peo- 
ple, I request you to observe, that the 
world has spitefully given out that I car- 
nally and incestuously lay with my eldest 
daughter: I here solemnly declare, as I 
am entering into the presence of God, I 
never knew whether she was man or 
woman since she was a babe. I liave 
often taken her in my arms, often kissed 
her; sometimes given her a cake or a 
pie, when she did any particular service, 
beyond her due share; but never lay with 
her, or carnally knew her, much less have 
a child by her. But when a man is in 
calamities, and is hated, like me, the 
women will make surmises be certainties. 
0, good Christians, pray for me! I de- 
serve death: I am willing to die; for 
though my sins are great, God's mercies 
are greater." 

From this there is strong ground for 
believing that the culprit had set his 
affections on things above, the idea of 
which cheered and supported him at his 
execution, which took place at Tyburn on 
the 24th of September, 1722. 

PERSIAN MODE OF CONVERSION. 

"THE bravest man I ever knew," said 
the Pashaw of Sulimania to Mr. Rich, 
the English traveller, " was a poor Rus- 
sian soldier, whom I saw when I accom- 
panied the Prince Mahommed Ali Mirza 
IB his inroad into Georgia. The man was 
carrying despatches, and was taken pri- 
soner by the Persians, and brought before 
the Prince, who interrogated him as to 
tlie purport of his business. ' What I am 
going about,' said the man, ' is contained 
"1 my despatches ; they are in Russian : 
read them if you can.' The Prince, find- 
'fg nothing was to be got out of him, 
asked him to become a Mussidman. The 
"an refused; on which the Prince threat- 

ened him with the most cruel torments; but 
the man's resolution was not to be shaken. 
The Prince, therefore, ordered a grave to 
be dug: all the while the soldier laughed 
and chatted with those around him with 
the utmost unconcern. When the grave 
was ready, the Prince once more asked 
him if he would become a Mussulman; 
and upon his refusal, ordered him to ba 
buried alive, which was instantly done, 
though I did all I could to prevent so bar- 
barous an act. It was a pity to see so 
fine and brave a fellow sacrificed for reli- 
gion. What business h'ad the Prince with 
his faith?" 

Slavery in England! 
The Factory System.    N° 2. 

A CHRISTIAN COUNTRY! 

WE make no apology for introducing the 
striking facts and comments respecting 
the British factory "discipline," contained 
in the following extracts from a most able 
work, entitled " Hampden in the Nine- 
teenth Century," to the notice or for the 
gratification of our readers, persuaded, as 
we are, that such facts and comments will 
be new to most of them, notwithstanding 
the lapse of time since they were first 
ushered from the press, that mighty 
engine which seems destined to be the 
chief instrument in moralising, if not in 
evangelising, the entire world. 

We speak of these facts as referring to 
the British factory " discipline:" where- 
fore? We presume our readers generally 
are not aware that "tyranny" and "des- 
potism " were erst as mild in their signifi- 
cation as they are now harsh; that they 
were, in reality, analogous to that which 
is understood of " discipline " in its most 
pleasing and agreeable application; that 
they were the prototypes, if we may so 
express ourselves, of the word in question. 
Well, when we reflect that " disciphne in 
the army " is synonymous to " tyranny or 
despotism in the army," have we not a 
ground for opining that "discipline" is 
about to resume its correspondence to 
" tyranny," by adopting only its signifi- 
cation ? that the disciplinarian and the 
despot will ere long be fixed as but one 
and the same person? ''To this com- 
plexion it will come at last," we verily 
believe; for the discipline in the British 
factory, it is well known, has been fast 
approaching, in its general character, to 
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as cruel, and oppressive, and withering a 
tyranny as ever stretched its huge carcass 
on our parent eartli; as the annexed cut- 
ting evidence, though only an atom of the 
component mass collected by a Parlia- 
mentary inquisition, will amply testify. 
Therefore, "factory discipline!"—With 
such genuine proofs of its infamy, we may 
well denounce the factory system as one 
of the most reckless and merciless ever 
devised by demoniac agency in human 
breasts; we may fearlessly take our stand 
against the many-headed victimiser, with 
an indestructible determination to liold up 
to view, as far as our simple means will 
permit, the blood of the numerous martyrs 
to his insatiable thirst. 

It is true that our " Annals of Crime " 
have recorded the evils of the factory sys- 
tem with an appearance of backwardness; 
but (we trust we shall not be considered 
too ostentatious in calling our readers our 
patrons) we beg our patrons to understand 
that we have been guided solely by pass- 
ing events; and, as coming events cast 
their shadows before, we are happy in 
having it in our power to state, that there 
is a prospect of an improvement in tlie 
system, which will be the means of infi- 
nitely bettering the moral and social con- 
dition of the factory child, by giving him 
a considerable portion of the time wliich 
has hitherto been so unsparingly devoted 
to the body-and-soul-destroying drudgery 
of the pest-house—rendered such princi- 
pally by the excess of labour carried on 
within its borders, causing an uninter- 
rupted succession of humid and unwhole- 
some exhalations, an all-sufficient inhu- 
mation for the most robust frame. The 
time thus given him, if a gift it can be 
appropriately styled, will enable him, by 
a suitable guidance springing from the 
kindly-expanding energies of those who 
are called on to be his benefactors, by 
influence, precept, and example, to enjoy 
alternately that repose and recreation of 
mind and body wliich it is his inherent 
right to possess, and the blessings of 
which will fit him fully for the correct 
performance of his duties towards his 
neighbour and his God. Such will be 
the hallowed tendency of the contem- 
plated improvements in the factory sys- 
tem of England: the benefited child, thus 
relieved from a perpetuity of thraldom, 
shall acknowledge the change with an 
expressive look of comfort, and of a heart! 

impressed with gratitude, having enlarged 
affections and concomitant sympathies- 
and the philanthropist shall smile with 
exulting approbation. Had the prospect 
been otherwise, our pages would have been 
more open to an exposition of the demo- 
ralising and iniquitous mode of treatment 
of the factory slave. 

Without farther preface we proceed to 
place those extracts before our readers, 
who will soon perceive that the subject is 
treated on in the form of a dialogue. Vela 
being a foreigner on a visit to England, 
and Bertrand his English friend and com- 
panion. 

Ui'ON arriving at Birmingham, Vela ex- 
pressed a desire  to  see  a copy of the 
Report of the Committee on the Factory 
Bill, which Bertrand was unable to pro- 
cure ; but he was informed that a copy 
could most probabl)' be seen at the rooms 
of the Philosophical Society at Manches- 
ter.   They remained here for a few days, 
and had interviews with some of the more 
moderate members of the Political Union, 
who were much occupied in the currency 
question, a favourite mode of relief witii 
Mr. Attwood.   Vela was not interested in 
the  subject, as he found it difficult to 
comprehend,  being  altogetther unaccus- 
tomed to such inquiries; nor is it won- 
derful that it should be perplexing to him, 
since so many who have been long used 
to  similar objects  find  it too  intricate, 
They visited most of the large manufac- 
tories ;  and Vela was astonished at the 
power  and  beautiful   execution   of the 
machinery ; but he could not help deeply 
commiserating the excessive toil and dis- 
agreeable   employment   of   the   people. 
One scene in particular drew his atten- 
tion : a whole family, father, mother, bro- 
thers, and sisters, in all twelve persons, 
were occupied, almost in a state of nudity, 
at a furnace of intense heat in a confinei 
place.   The symptoms of oppression which 
their persons exhibited was painful anil 
revolting.    Upon  inquiry he ascertained 
that this was no uncommon case of that 
kind of distressing work. 

From Birmingham they proceeded to 
Manchester, where they sojourned many 
days, making frequent excursions in the 
vicinity; and it was not unusual for them 
to loiter near a mill about the hour of 
dinner to see the men, women, and child- 
ren come out.   These scenes astonished 
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Vela more than all he had heard or seen 
since his an-ival in England.    Hundreds 
of children, pale, sickly, and decrepid,— 
tlie parents  feeble   and   emaciated, •— a 
beautiful country disfigured by clouds of 
smoke,—vegetation checked, and all the 
towns and villages in a constant bustle, 
noise, and confusion.—" The  papers  of 
last week reported," said Vela one day 
(while looking steadlastly upon a group 
of pale and wan-looking  children just 
emerged from a mill), " the trade of Man- 
chester to be in a more healthy state."-—• 
"They meant," replied Bertrand, " that 
the commerce  of   the   town   was  more 
steady, and less speculative and fluctu- 
ating."—" Well,"  observed  Vela  upon 
another occasion, " I think your country 
dearly purchases all its fame and glory; no 
paternal government would covet extent of 
territory or wealth at the cost of so much 
pain and misery.    Is it not known that 
these crowds of children are gifted with 
superior faculties, and that each could be 
made kind in disposition, as well as indus- 
trious, and highly intelligent ?    Yesterday 
I spoke to several, and 'found  they could 
neither read nor write: indeed, it is quite 
impossible they sliould have any time, for 
all were  employed   thirteen,   and  some 
more, hours in the day.    They went to a 
Sunday-school; but one of their motliers 
informed me that they were  too  much 
jaded and confined in the week-days to 
pay any attention when at school;  and it 
was absolutely necessary they should have 
as much fresh air as possible.    The poor 
woman told me she had lost two children : 
a daughter, whose clothes were caught in 
one of the   wheels,   which   carried   her 
found two or three times, breaking both 
lier legs and an arm ; and a son, who was 
one of the nine boys precipitated down a 
coal-shaft ninety yards  in depth, in con- 
sequence of the chain being displaced—all 
were killed; but one, however, survived a 
short fime only." 

9"<5 morning Bertrand had engaged to 
iisit a friend a few miles from Maiiches- 
'w; and before lie set out he introduced 
Vela to the reading room of the Philoso- 
phical Society, where lie found the Report 
on the Factory Bill. On his return he 
found his Peruvian friend still reading; 
»"' with his face flushed, as if he had 
wen extremely intent upon the subject. 
>ela looked up on his entrance, and ad- 
oressed him in a hurried manner. 

P'cla. Charles, I am glad you have 
returned, for I have been much perplexed 
with the opinions in a work which is now 
before me, and the leaves of which I have 
ventured to cut. But first I must tell you 
that I read the Report on the Factory 
Bill, until I was so agitated with its detail 
of remorseless cruelties, that I got up and 
walked about the room in such a state of 
excitement, that (until two gentlemen who 
were present, and appeared to be inter- 
rupted in their reading, asked me if I was 
indisposed) I was imconscious of what I 
was doing: I apologized, and resumed 
my seat. 

Bertrand. Excepting one extract in 
the newspaper, I have not read any of 
the evidence. 

Vela. I have marked several passages, 
and I will read you some of them. 

WILLIAM COOPER called 171 and examined. 

What is your business?—I follow the 
cloth-dressing at present. 

What is your age?—I was twenty-eight 
last Februarv. 

When did you fir.st begin to work in 
mills or factories?—When I was about ten 
years of age. 

With whom did you first work?—At 
Mr. Benyon's flax-mills, in Meadow Lane, 
Leeds. 

What were your usual hours of work- 
ing?— We began at five o'clock, and gave 
over at nine o'clock; at five o'clock in tlie 
morning. 

And you gave over at nine o'clock?— 
At nine at night. 

At what distance might you have lived 
from the mill?—About a mile and a half 

At what time had you to get up in the 
morning to attend to }'our labour?—I had 
to be up soon after four o'clock. 

Every morning ?—Every morning. 
What intermissions had you for meals?— 

When we began at five in the morning, 
we went on until noon, and then we had 
forty minutes for dinner. 

Had you no time for breakfast?—No, 
we got it as we could, while we were 
working. 

Had you any time for an afternoon re- 
freshment, or what is called in Yorkshire 
"drinking?"—No; when we began at 
noon, we went on till night: there was 
only one stoppage—the forty minutes for 
dinner. 

Then, as you had to get your breakfast, 
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and what is called " drinking," in that 
manner, you had to put it on one side ?— 
Yes, we had to put it on one side ; and 
when we got our frames doffed, we ate 
two or three moutlifuls, and then put it hy 
again. 

Is there not considerable dust in a flax- 
mill?—A flax-mill is very dusty indeed. 

Was not your food therefore frequently 
spoiled?—Yes, at times with the dust: 
sometimes we could not eat it, when it had 
got a lot of dust on. 

What were you when you were ten 
years old?—What is called a hobhin-doffer. 
When the frames are quite full, we have 
to doff them. 

Then, as you lived so far from home, 
you took your dinner to the mill?—We 
took all our meals with us, living so 
far off. 

During the forty minutes which you 
were allowed for dinner, had you ever to 
employ that time, in your turn, in clean- 
ing the machinery?—At times we had to 
stop to clean the machinery, and then we 
got our dinner as well as we could; they 
paid us for that. 

At those times you had no resting at 
all?—No. 

How much had you for cleaning the 
machinery ?—I cannot exactly say what 
they gave us, as I never took any notice 
of it. 

Did you ever work even later than the 
time you have mentioned?—I cannot say 
that 1 worked later there ; I had a sister 
who worked np-stairs, and she worked till 
eleven o'clock at night, in what they call 
the card-room. 

At what time in the morning did she 
begin to work?—At the same time as 
myself 

And they kept her there till eleven 
o'clock at night?—Till eleven o'clock at 
night. 

You say your sister was in the card- 
voom 1—Yes. 

Is not that a very dusty department?— 
Yes, very dusty indeed. 

She had to be at the mill at five o'clock, 
and was kept at work till eleven o'clock at 
night?—Yes, 

Durhig the whole time she was there?— 
During the whole time; there was only 
forty minutes allowed at dinner out of 
that. 

To keep you at work for such a length 
of time,  and especially towards the ter- 

mination of such a day's labour as that, 
what means were taken to keep you awaka 
and attentive?—They strapped us at times, 
when we were not quite ready to he doff- 
ing the frame when it was full. 

Were   you   frequently   strapped ?—At 
times we were frequently strapped. 

Tlie rest of this evidence describes tlie 
effect upon his health. 

JSertratid. Does it mention the amount 
of his wages ? 

rela. Four .shillings a-week when a 
boy; afterwards he became a boiler, and 
had only four nights' rest during the week, 
exclusive of Sunday : this excessive labour 
brought on an illness for six months; lie 
was left weak, and his appetite gone; lie 
could not cross the floor without a stick, 
and was in great pain in any posture. 
When he was somewhat recovered, he 
applied for work, but the overseer said 
he was not fit for it; and he was then 
obliged to throw himself on the parish. 

Berlrand. Gracious heaven! and this 
a Christian country 1 

Vela. What is the object for wliicli 
these poor creatures are so reduced to 
slavery ? 

Bertrand. Some of them to make silki 
and ribbons for the gratification of the 
pride and vanity produced hy superfluous 
wealth, and defective education. 

Vela. All parties appear to be injured 
by this system; and the manufactureri 
and their overseers also must be demo- 
ralized. 

Bertrnnd. The manufacturers, perhapi, 
see little of the effects of the system, as 
they communicate with the overseers or 
chief managers, whose interest it is to pro- 
duce as much profit as possible for their 
employers ; and when competition is great, 
as at present, propablythey are conipelltJ 
to the most rigid economy to prevent even 
a loss. 

Vela. Besides vanity and pride, I p«" 
ceive another cause intimately connected 
with them—-what some of your writw 
term "glory."—Joshua Drake is aske« 
when the extra hours at his mill c•"' 
menced, and he replies, " They first bega» 
about the time they got so many campa"'' 
navy orders." 
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NICHOLAS MOONF.Y AND JOHN JONES. 
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[llOlSr.INO  THE  PLAV'-IIOUSE  GL\TLEM VN.] 

XiCHOLAs MooNEY having been no less 
remarkable for his sincere penitence and 
kappy death than for his repeated acts 
of criminality and violence, we deem our- 
selves justified in presenting to our readers 
some extracts from a life written by him- 
self, while under sentence of coijdemua- 
tioii, at the Newgate in Bristol. He 
says—" I have thought it necessary to 
give a particular account of myself; and 
tbis I do, not to satisfy the curious part 
of mankind, but to stir up all men to 
repent, and believe in Jesus Christ; to 
skw that I really own the justice of the 
sentence passed upon me ; and, above all, 
to magnily the wisdom, justice, and mercy 
of Almighty God, who has made a noto- 
rious offender a public example to the 
»orld,  and  at  the  same  time a happy 

monument of his amazing love and free 
grace to th& worst of sinners. 

" Whatever other names I have at any 
time taken upon myself, my real name 
is Nicholas Mooney. My father, John 
iMooney, who kept a large dairy farm, 
and was Ukewi.se a master gardener,- lived 
in good credit at Regar, near Ilefarman, 
within two miles of Dublin, in Ireland, 
where I was born July 10, 1721. I lived 
at home with my father, till I was about 
fifteen years of age: in the mean time, I 
was put to school, and had the benefit of 
a tolerable education. About sixteen, I 
was put apprentice to Andrew Muckle- 
worth, a paper-maker at Glassneven, one 
mile from Dublin. After I had served a 
year of my time, a quarrel happened be- 
tween me and one William Reney, a 
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journeyman tbat worked for my master, 
wbom I almost killed, by giving him a 
violent blow on the head with a stone: 
this brought upon me the dislike of my 
master and mistress, wliich I was impa- 
tient to bear; whereupon I packed up 
my clothes, together with a Prayer-book 
that belonged to my master's daughter, 
' The Whole Duty of Man,' and a pair of 
stockings that were my master's, and ran 
away by night to Drogheda, about twenty 
miles off; where I was known and enter- 
tained by an acquaintance of my father's. 
This inconsiderate action paved the way 
for all the after extravagances of my life. 

"The fear of being apprehended by 
my master prevented my staying long at 
Drogheda; I therefore sold my working 
clothes, and the books I had purloined, 
and then embarked for Liverpool, in Lan- 
cashire. After we were put to sea, a 
violent storm arose, which detained us at 
sea some days, expecting every moment 
to be cast away. The ship was stripped 
of her masts and rigging, and all were 
carried off. The swelling of the sea was 
so great, that the sailors were obliged to 
tie themselves with ropes to the ship, to 
prevent their being washed overboard. 
Being driven near the Isle of Man, there 
was the utmost danger of being lost otf 
Douglas-bay. One signal instance of 
Providence, though it does not concern 
me, I will relate: a boy, who came with 
some liquor to give the sailors to refresh 
them, was washed overboard, and after- 
wards thrown on board again. On the 
fifth day, the tempest abated. We then 
took in a pilot from Douglas, who carried 
us safe in our shattered vessel into that 
harbour. 

" Not being ready to go with the sliip, 
she sailed without me, and I was left in 
Douglas, where I stayed three weeks, and 
then embarked in another ship, and had 
a fair passage to Liverpool. From thence 
I proceeded to London, and worked in 
Kent Street Road as a gardener. Being 
of an unsettled disposition 1 did not con- 
tinue long in this situation. 

" After some time I took to work again, 
and wrought at Mr. Nelson's, a sugar- 
baker, near Thames Street, London. I 
had been here but a short time, before I 
was discharged on suspicion of a criminal 
intrigue with a servant-maid in the family; 
but I soon after got a place at Mr. Shoe- 
maker's, a sugar-baker, in Leman Street, 

where I continued some time. Froi 
thence I went to Mr. Cooper's, in 01 
Fish Street, where I made love to m 
master's sister, which coming to his eai, 
he dischai'ged me from his service, befou 
I had been there quite a year. My mini 
was then bent on roving again,'a__. 
went and enlisted into Captain Cnnnint- 
ham's company, in the train of artiUer; 
at Greenwich, by the name of Niclioks 
Moon. From thence I went to ScotlaiiJ, 
this being the time the rebellion broke 
out there; but afterwards I joined tke 
rebel party, and continued in the service 
of the Pretender till his defeat and escape 
to France. 

" It will be easily imagined, that all 
this while I gave up myself to all tliose 
vices for which the soldiery in general 
are so notoriously infamous. But nol- 
withstanding the impious life I led, mv 
conscience was often aroused with tlie 
accuser in my own breast. This some- 
times made me think of breaking off my ; 
evil course of life, and I would set atas 
a reformation. Divers times did I in a 
formal manner repent and sin, and rcpeni 
and sin again ; and when I have happened 
in company where religious people have 
been discoursing, I have made vows and 
resolutions [of a new life, and afterwards 
wrote them down in a book that I raiglt 
not foi-get them. But, alas! what are 
man's best resolutions when he does nol 
look to God for his gracious assistance! 

" Soon after leaving the Pretender, I 
returned to England, and pursued iiiv 
way to Exeter; where I got acquainted 
witli a shopkeeper's daughter, to wliom I 
pretended love; and having ingratiated 
myself into her favour, I borrowed monev 
of her, and set out in order to go to Lon- 
don. But first I swore I would return 
and marry her. 

" In my way to London, I met witl 
an honest, virtuous young woman, whose 
father was a farmer of good circumstances, 
in Wiltshire. I cast my vulture's eye upon 
her, as a destined prey. I attired myself 
in a gay manner; and, in the appear- 
ance of a gentleman, paid my addresses 
to her, making her believe I was a man 
of fortune; and by this and other devilish 
artifices I gained her consent to be tns- 
ried. We went together to London.where 
I took her to the Fleet and married her. 
I had one child by her, which dying un- 
baptised, though I was such an abandoned 
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wretch, gave me no little concern. How 
cautious ought every young woman to be 
what company she goes into, especially 
with whom she contracts a familiarity ! 
What calamities have young people 
brought upon their friends, what misery 
and distress upon themselves, by giving 
too easy credit to appearances ! 

" After I had spent what money I had 
with this wife, I applied myself to work 
at gardening again ; but ;my income not 
being sufficient to support my extrava- 
gances, I took to coining] half-crowns and 
shilHngs, in moulds of my own making. 
1 had not followed this practice long, 
before I was overheard by some in the 
honse as I was at work, who suspected 
what I was doing, and threatened to in- 
form against me; whereupon I threw away 
my moulds, and left off coining. But my 
leaving off one vice was but to make way 
for another. 

" I now resolved to take to the high- 
way : accordingly, I equipped myself with 
a brace of pistols, and set out. The first 
I robbed was a gentleman going to Dept- 
ford. Then I robbed a man and his wife 
at Hyde Park corner: the woman's pocket 
I snatched from her side. After this I 
got two accomplices, and we set upon a 
play-house gentleman, near a watch-liouse, 
in London. One kept the watchman in 
the house, while the other two committed 
the robbery. The gentleman had his 
sword drawn in his hand, with which he 
stabbed me in the side: however I got 
his sword from him, and made oflf with 
it. Soon after, I was taken up for this 
robbery, and carried before a magistrate, 
who committed me to Clerkenwell Bride- 
welh At the next sessions of the Old 
Bailey, I was tried and condemned to die 
by my right name of Nicholas Mooney. 

" My carelessness at this time was in a 
great measure owing to the expectation I 
had of a reprieve : of this I seemed almost 
confident, my wife, who showed herself a 
true friend to me in the time of my neces- 
sity, notwithstanding my baseness to her, 
assuring me, that I should not die. I 
was respited several times. At last Jus- 
tice Fielding's brother came to me a few 
days before the day of execution, and 
desired rae to tell him ingenuously and 
truly, whether those three men I had 
impeached were guilty? I confidently 
affirmed they were; though I knew it 
to be false.    I  pray   God  make  them 

amends for the wrong I did them, I can- 
not. After this, Mr. Fielding became my 
friend, and through his and the favour 
of Sir J. Ligonier a pardon was procured 
for me. 

" When I had gotten my liberty, I 
waited on General Ligonier, to return 
him thanks for his favour, who gave me 
a guinea. 1 then took to work again at 
gardening, and had a very good place: 
but it happened, after I had been there 
for some time, that, being drinking in a 
public-house with my master's brother, a 
quarrel broke out in the company between 
another man and me ; and I, as concerned 
in the riot, was sent to the New Gaol, 
Southwark. From hence I was carried 
to Guildford gaol, and after some time 
released. 

" During the time I was under con- 
finement at Guildford, I contracted an 
acquaintance with two poor creatures like 
myself: with these I agreed, that if we 
were acquitted, we would all take to the 
highway together: and we did not fail of 
our word; many were the robberies we 
committed in and about London. I was 
at last wounded in attempting to rob a 
gentleman near the half-way house going 
to Kensington. One of my accomplices 
was taken and afterwards hanged. Upon 
his impeachment (oh! what a rope of 
sand is the confederacy of the wicked!) 
my other companion and I were forced 
to fiy. I bent my course to the west, 
having first bought me a very long knife, 
either to defend myself, or rob withal, and 
got to Salisbury, disguised in a sailor's 
habit. There 1 became acquainted with 
one who was formerly a carpenter in the 
French service. With him I set out for 
Exeter, and on the road asked him to rob 
a gentleman, but he was afraid, and would 
not consent. When we came to Exeter, 
he made information against me for ad- 
vising him to rob, and moreover took an 
oath that I was an outlawed smuggler; 
whereupon I was apprehended and com- 
mitted to prison. On my examination I 
swore, that my name was John Jackson, 
and that I was born at Prescot, in Lanca- 
shire. This is the only time that I ever 
got any advantage by changing my name; 
but now it stood me instead, for by this 
moans I got clear of outlawry, and was 
also acquitted of the other indictment, and 
set at liberty. 

" Being discharged, I went to Taunton, 
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in Somersetshire, and got work at garden- 
ing, and at leisure times painted pictures, 
and sold them; for I had made some pro- 
ficiency in painting and drawing patterns 
for needlework. Here I assisted in mak- 
ing a new garden for a gentlemen, and 
by this means got acquainted with seve- 
ral noted gentlemen's gardeners, and by 
one of them was recommended to Esquire 
P r,  of Fairfield, near Stokegussey, 
where I lived about three quarters of a 
year. My outward demeanour here was 
such as gained me respect, and none sus- 
pected what my former life had been, yet 
all the while my heart was going after its 
lusts. During my stay here, I contracted 
an intimacy with a virtuous young woman 
that was my fellow-servant: and (let me 
here ask pardon of God and hei', which I 
do from the ground of my heart) I en- 
snared her affections, and debauched her. 
After I had lived in sin with her some 
time, I began to fear, lest she should 
prove with child, and be brought to dis- 
grace : I therefore resolved to have no 
more criminal conversation with her; and 
that I might be afraid to break my reso- 
lution, I went the Sunday following to 
church, and took the sacrament upon it: 
but how weak are the resolves of feeble 
man, without the strength of God! My 
passion soon grew too strong for my 
reason and resolution. I relapsed, and 
it happened according to my fears; the 
poor, ruined creature proved with child. 

" When I found this poor creature ad- 
vancing in her pregnancy, I resolved to 
leave my place. I communicated to her 
iny intention of going away, and, to make 
her easy, swore I would return and marry 
her. I had lately received half a year's 
wages, and with that I set out for Bris- 
tol, and got work there at Messrs. Hill- 
house and Stevens's sugar-house, where I 
wrought for some time, and was well- 
beloved, though I so ill deserved it. 
Here it was J became acquainted with 
my unhappy companion and fellow-suf- 
ferer, John Jones. It happened that Jones 
fell into company with one that was a 
noted boxer, who challenged him to box 
him, which challenge Jones accepted. 
He afterwards came and acquainted me 
with the affair, and desired me to second 
him. I refused, saying, I did not like 
fighting on a stage, it exposed a man so 
much : ' but,' added I,' if you want money, 
go upon the highway.'    He urged that 

we had no pistols.    I told him, I ( 
rob any man with a stick, and bid liin" 
not fear, saying, I am a stout man, wi 
so are you: who can take ns ? we shall 
soon fill our pockets, and then we ma. 
buy  pistols  and  horses  too.    Bristol ij 
much better than London  for robbint 
and, as it is the fair-time, I don't qiiestioii 
getting two or three hundred pounds le- 
fore it is over.'    But he was still unwiUinj 
to go without pistols, so we concluded lo 
buy a brace; and at length he consenteA 

" At our first setting out, we met wth 
Alderman Rich's son, in Magdalen Lane 
near his father's house: I proposed rot- 
bing him, but Jones objected, there being 
a %voman near: I said, I feared nobodv, 
and accordingly attacked him ; and robbej 
him of a pinchbeck watch, a 36s. piece, a 
moidore, and some silver.    As I was rob- 
bing him, he dropped his cane or stick, 
which I picked up and gave him: I like- 
wise asked him where he lived; and on 
his telling me Mile Hill, I bid him go 
home and say nothing, for if he did 1 
would  blow  his  brains  out.   We went 
from thence to Queen's Square the same 
night, and robbed Mr. Sheirclift of bij 
watch and  money;   after which I was 
going to rob a gentleman in the square 
at his own door, though Jones persuaded 
me to the contrary; but before I could 
lay hold on him, the door was opened, 
and he went in and escaped my hands. 
The next day we went to Durham Down, 
and attacked Mr. Wasborough, of Hen- 
bury, who struck me on the head with 
the butt-end of his whip, and wounded 
me, whereupon I fired at him: the ball 
went through his great coat, but happily 
did him no further harm, for which I can 
never sufficiently  thank  God.    I went 
then to a pond, and washed the blood off 
my face, and then we rode off for Bristol, 
and went to Jones's lodging, where, after 
I had washed my face again, and gotten 
a plaister for ray head, I proposed to go 
out again on foot; but Jones absolutely 
refused, saying, he was ill.    However, I 
was resolute,  and swore I would have 
some money that night (so was I hurried 
by the devil); and accordingly went by 
myself to College Green, and robbed a 
gentleman  of a mourning ring and 7s. 
When I had done, I returned to Jones's 
lodging, and gave him half the money, 
leaving my pistols with him.    I then went 
to the Bell, in Broad Street, to inquire fof 

per, • 
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a lodging. Being asked from whence I 
came, I immediately replied, from West- 
burr; not in the least imagining I could 
be suspected from that circumstance. But 
God is wise, and here he meant to stop 
me short in my career. I was suspected 
to be the person who attacked Mr. Was- 
borough on the Down, and more so from 
a drop of blood that was left on my face, 
notwithstanding I had washed it twice. 
But by what small means can God bring 
great matters to light, when he sees pro- 
per, when at other times much stronger 
circumstances escape unobserved. To 
put an end to all doubt, while I was here 
Mr. Wasborough himself came in, who 
cliarged me with the robbery. Being 
searched, and powder and ball found 
upon me, I was then committed to Bride- 
well, where being searched again, there 
was found upon me Mr. Sheirclift's watch, 
the mourning ring, and the 36s. piece. 
Seeing no possibility of getting clear of 
the charge, I thought I had belter to de- 
clare the whole matter; and accordingly 
I impeached poor Jones, who was taken 
the next morning in bed, with the pistols 
at his bed-side, and Mr. Rich's watch in 
his pocket. We were afterwards both 
examined before the Mayor of Bristol, 
and by him committed to Newgate. I 
should here observe the reason why the 
things could not be found upon me the 
first time I was searched: they were con- 
cealed in a private pocket, many of which 
every common higliwayman has about 
his clothes. 

" When I was committed to prison, I 
was very heavily ironed and closely con- 
fined in the condemned room, it being 
apprehended that I, being a stout, sturdy, 
resolute person, might find means to make 
my escape. 

" Surely the all-wise Providence of God 
over-ruled in all this affair: for had I 
robbed Mr. Wasborough, I must have 
taken my trial at Gloucester, where I 
liad in all probability been destitute of 
such spiritual helps as I have met with at 
Bristol: this, and my being so closely 
confined here, is such an instance of God's 
mercy to me, as I shall have reason to 
praise him to all eternity. Hereby I had 
the opportunity of reflecting on my past 
misconduct, and the conversation of some 
religious friends, uninterrupted by the rest 
of the prisoners. 

"On Easter Tuesday,   March 31, as 

soon as I arose, I was so terrified in my 
conscience I could get no rest. I knew 
not what to do. I longed for some good 
Christian to advise me, but knew not 
whom to send to. The agonies of my 
mind increasing more and more, I thought 
to ease myself by reading a little : accord- 
ingly, I took up the Common Prayer-book, 
in which I read, and sometimes prayed on 
my knees (the prisoners that lay in the 
room with me being all gone out). While 
I was in this distress of soul, and as I was 
reading, according to my wish, a woman 
came to the window, and said,' My friend, 
I am glad to see thee so well employed ; 
I am not come to look at you, but to speak 
to you for the good of your soul.' She 
had not spoken many words more, before 
I was cut to the heart, and had I not 
given way to my distress by a flood of 
tears, my heart must have bursted. As 
soon as I was able to answer her, I could, 
not forbear crying out, ' 1 am the vilest 
sinner upon earth; I have been guilty of 
all manner of wickedness.' She told me, 
if I felt the burden of sin I was the very 
person for whom Christ died; at which 
news I was a little refreshed, and for that 
time she left me. After this she came to 
me every day, with others that had like 
care of my soul, and gave me such advice 
as they saw I stood in need of, and sung 
hymns suitable to my condition, and joined 
in fervent prayer for me, and directed me 
to proper portions of Scripture. All this 
time, the conviction of my lost state sank 
deeper and deeper into my soul, and I 
made an open confession of such crimes 
as would have touched my life, if the fact 
I was committed for had not. 

" On Friday, April 10, the trumpet gave 
its solemn pleasing sound, to call me and 
the rest of my fellow-criminals to the bar 
of justice. It was to me as a welcome 
voice from heaven, and it filled my heart 
with joy, hoping 1 should be shortly there. 
When I was put to the bar, knowing my- 
self worthy of more than one death, I de- 
termined, as I had done before, to give 
the court no trouble, but to plead guilty, 
and addressed the judge nearly in this 
manner: 

" ' My lord, I am called by the name of 
Jackson, but I desire to be indicted by the 
name of Nicholas Mooney, for the other 
is a fictitious name. And, my lord, I beg 
I may have the liberty of speaking a fevr 
words before I am arraigned, to let you? 

M 
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lordship know, that I am the man who 
hath drawn Jones into tliese unhappy cir- 
cumstances, and hope your lordship will 
therefore show him favour. My lord, I 
have been arraigned for my life before at 
the Old Bailey, and was convicted; and 
the cart came to the door to take me to 
execution, but I was reprieved. I then 
depended altogether upon the favour of 
my friends; but now I rely only upon my 
God. Had I died then I had gone to 
hell, and been damned to all eternity; but 
now I am snatched as a brand from the 
burning, and my sentence will be pleas- 
ing.' His lordship then asked me, if I 
did not expect mercy, by pleading guilty. 
I I'eplied, ' No, my lord, I expect no mercy 
from any man on this side the grave. The 
Lord is on my side. I do not fear what 
man can do unto me. I desire to die, for 
I have not only committed many robbe- 
ries, but have been a rebel, and fought 
against my king and country. His ma- 
jesty's clemency to me I have abused. 
Till within these few days, I neither knew 
what it was to fear or love God, but now 
I know both, and I know that God is re- 
conciled to me, and has forgiven me all 
my sins, and I am content to die.' 

" The next day I was called to the bar 
again, to receive sentence of death, which 
I did with the utmost calmness, my soul 
being kept all the time in sweet peace and 
fidl of love. I here again addressed his 
lordship much to this purpose: 

" ' Permit me again to entreat for John 
Jones, whom I have drawn into this trou- 
ble. As for my own part, I have com- 
mitted many robberies, and been a rebel 
against my king, and have wronged my 
country by coining money; for which I 
can never make the public restitution; 
therefore I am content to die, as I de- 
serve. And I pray God to bless every 
one to whom I have done any wrong. 
And if there be any gentlemen of Bristol 
here, whom I have injured, I ask them 
forgiveness, and especially Mr. Wasbo- 
rough (he then stood near me), whom I 
attempted to murder, but God saved 
him; for which I can never praise him 
enough. 

" ' My lord, I desire only three Sun- 
days, and I am willing to launch into 
eternity. And I hope, when I come to 
the place of execution, that God will open 
my mouth, to warn all to flee from their 
wicked course of life.    I  pray God  to 

bless your lordship and the lionourable 
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"After condemnation, I wrote'letters 
one to the poor creature who is now witli 
child by me, and another to a gentleman 
who had been formerly my friend, part o 
which, for special reasons, I think proper 
here to subjoin. 

"'Bristol, April 14,1752. 
" ' Dear Nelly—Righteous is the Lord, 

and just are his judgments.    His hand 
hath at last overtaken me: his hand of i 
justice to cut short my life, and his hand i 
of mercy to save my soul.    You, for one, | 
can witness the justice of my sentence,        .' 
Were it in  my power,   I  would gladly 
make  you  and  every one  else  amends, 
whom I have injured in their goods, per- 
sons,   or credit; but  seeing  it  is not, I 
hereby ask your forgiveness for the wrong 
I have done you;  and I trust that God, 
to whom I owe this duty fii-st, and you 
and every one else, will accept my willing 
mind to make full restitution. 

" ' I am too apprehensive what joi 
have to undergo on my account, not to 
be concerned for you. Oh, that I had 
sufHciently considered this before I had 
brought you into trouble' The shame 
naturally attending your circumstances, 
the trouble consequent thereon, the slight 
of friends, the indignity and reproaches 
of an ill-natured world, are all grievous 
to be borne; but yet I hope that God, 
who comforts and supports me under my 
trials, in a manner 1 am not able to 
express, will do the same for you. Put 
your trust in him, and you shall never be 
confounded. 

" ' On Wednesday fortnight—^or, as 
some tell me, on Friday se'nnight — lam 
to be delivered out of the miseries of this 
sinful world. Glory be to God through 
Jesus Christ! he has given repentance 
and remission of sins to me, the worst of 
sinners. He has taken away the sting of 
death, and I am preparing to meet my 
Saviour and my Judge. Let my example 
encourage every sinner to break off his 
sins, and come unto God through Jesus 
Christ, pleading but iiis merits and their 
guilt, and he will freely forgive them: 
but let none presume on the long-suffer- 
ing of God, for he will surely visit their 
iniquity with a rod, and their sins with 
scourges. 

" ' As a dying. man,  I give you this 
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this 

advice: give yourself up wholly to God, 
ptay to him continually, and never rest 
satisfied till you have secured an interest 
in the blood of Jesus Christ. Live in his 
fear, and you will, as I trust I shall, die 
in his favour. I now commend you to 
God's grace and almighty protection, and 
request your earnest prayers for 

" ' Your dying friend and well-wisher, 
" ' NICHOLAS MOONEY. 

" ' Please to communicate these lines 
to Mr. B , with my due respects.' 

" TO A  FRIEND. 
" ' Bristol, April 14, 1752. 

"' Sir—Before I die, I take this oppor- 
tnnity of acknowledging your kindness to 
me in times past. Oh! that I had de- 
served it; for then I had not brought 
myself into these unhappy circumstances. 
But God is wise; and seeing I would not 
hear his voice, and leave my wicked life, 
lie gave me up to my heart's lust, and 
permitted me to fill up the measure of 
mine iniquity, that in me at last might 
be shown the severity of his justice and 
the riches of his mercy. 

" ' You took me, the most abandoned 
wretch, for an honest man; and as such, 
you generously recommended me where I 
might have done well: it is my own fault 
1 did not. On Friday se'nnight 1 am to 
meet the fate my crimes liave justly de- 
served. I deserve not only death, but 
hell! To the former, man hath doomed 
itie; from the latter, Christ will save me : 
of this I have such a firm hope in myself, 
being assured that God is reconciled to 
me, (0, the riches of his mercy in Christ 
Jesus!) that my prison is a palace, my 
chains are as ornaments, and I am quite 
happy. I hope every one will pray for 
me, that my faith fail not. 

" ' I am longing for death, and in firm 
expectation of a glorious resurrection to 
eternal life.—Your much obliged and dying 
servant, " ' NICHOLAS MOONEY.' 

" On the Sunday before I was to die, a 
friend proposed our going in a coach to 
execution; but I told my fellow-sufferer, 
as our crimes have been public, let us be 
puhlic examples: let us be seen of all, 
that all may take warning: God will sup- 
port us. We do not know what good we 
may do by being exposed in a cart. I 
•d likewise a friendly visit from Mr. 
Wasborough and Mr. Sheirclift, which 
gave me no small satisfaction: and that 
day I received the blessed sacrament. 

" On Tuesday night William Cudmore, 
who was condemned to die with Jones 
and me, found means to get off his irons, 
and had begun to break the prison, but 
was discovered. But had all the prison- 
doors been set open, here would I have 
stayed to meet the fate my crimes have 
deserved. On the following day I kept a 
fast to the Lord, took the sacrament, and 
attended at chapel." 

What follows is a sequel to the account 
above given by Mooney himself 

On the 23d of May, 1752, the night 
before Mooney and Jones died, the exe- 
cutioner entered their room and said, 
" Gentlemen, if you are not willing, I will 
not perform the ofBce, although I am 
come:" at which Mooney took him by 
the hand, and said, " My friend, you are 
a welcome man to me." 

That night six persons sat up in the 
room, and spent the time till midnight in 
reading, singing, and solemn prayer. At 
one, the prisoners went to bed, and de- 
sired the eighth chapter of the Romans to 
be read to them, which being done, they 
went to sleep. At three, Mooney arose, 
and washed himself, saying, " My wed- 
ding-day is come at last! " He con- 
versed cheerfully with his friends till four, 
and then called up Jones and Cudmore, 
and all together spent about an hour in 
devotion. After this, Jones falling into a 
great agony, as he stood at the window, 
reading in the Bible, retired to the bed, 
and seemed under such great terrors that 
he had fainted, had not timely application 
been made: Mooney exclaimed, " I bless 
God for this: more of my sort of work; 
mine began in this manner." When 
Jones came to himself, Mooney took him 
by the hand, saying, " Come, my dear 
brother Jones, fear not; we shall take our 
flight above the clouds soon." 

One then asked Jones how he did; and 
he replied, " My heart is ready to burst; 
and yet at the same time I find in me 
such rejoicing as if I had the whole world 
given to me. I was never so happy in 
my life." 

About seven o'clock, company began to 
flock in, and Mooney, with the utmost, 
cheerfulness t«stified to all the consola- 
tions he felt from God. He then dressed 
himself in mourning, saying, " I hope this 
is no sin; I do it not out of vanity, but 
decency! No, no more of the devil's 
works for me." 
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About eight his fetters were taken off; 
at which he said, " Thus has God taken 
•off the chains of my sins." He continued 
reading, praying, and speaking to tlie 
people till he was called to the sacrament 
at nine. 

At the place of execution, they all 
joined the minister in singing and prayer; 
which done, Mooney earnestly exhorted 
all to take warning by him. He then 
gave this printed narrative of his life to 
the sheriff, and said, " This was revised 
by me last night, and contains nothing 
but the truth, and it is my desire it should 
be dispersed' abroad as much as possible, 
to show my wickedness and God's good- 
ness, who has forgiven all my sins." He 
then added, " O, sir, I cannot express the 
happiness I feel. There is more pleasure 
in serving God one hour, than in a long 
life of sin. Oh! what hath he done for 
so vile a sinner! 1 know Christ died for 
me; and the moment the breath is out of 
my body, my soul will be in heaven. I 
can from my heart triumph with the apos- 
tle, and say, ' O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory ?' " As the 
executioner was preparing to tie up Jones, 
he cried out, " Tie me up first; for I am 
the greatest offender:" desiring that no 
one would pull his legs, for that he was 
willing to suffer all the pains of death. 
The rope being fixed, he cried out, " My 
soul is so full of the love of God, that it is 
ready to start out of my body; and in a 
few moments I shall be at my Father's 
house." The cart being drawn away, he 
was launched into eternity. It is remark- 
able, that he never stirred hand or foot 
after he was turned off; but his soul 
Seemed to have willingly taken its flight 
before it was forced from the body. 

His corpse was conveyed in a hearse 
from the place of execution to a friend's 
house in Temple Street, whence it was re- 
moved for interment on the Sunday fol- 
lowing to the Temple church-yard, in the 
presence of several thousands of people. 

ELIZABETH CHIVERS. 

AT the sessions held at the Old Bailey 
in the month of July, 1712, Elizabeth 
Chivers was indicted for the wilful mur- 
der of her female bastard-child, Elizabeth 
Ward, by drowning it in a pond; and, 
pleading guilty, she received sentence of 
death. 

This unnatural woman was a native 
Spitalfields, but she lived at Stepney li 
the time of the commission of the mui- 
der. The account she gave of herself 
after she was under sentence, was ai 
follows.—She said that her father dvin: 
while she was very young, left her ii 
indigent circumstances, which obliged Iiei 
to 'go into service when only fourleen 
years of age; that she lived in several 
reputable families, in which her condncl 
was deemed irreproachable. When shi 
arrived almost at the age of tliirty years, 
she lived with Mr. Ward, an attorney, 
who prevailed on her to lie with hin; 
in consequence of which she bore the 
child which she afterwards murdered, 
Finding herself pregnant, she removej 
from Mr. Ward's to another family, where 
she remained about six weeks, and tliea 
took private lodgings, in which she M 
delivered of a girl, who was baptised by 
the name of Elizabeth Ward. The father, 
agreeably to promise, provided for the 
mother and child for about three months, 
when Mrs. Ward, discovering her habita- 
tion, exposed her in the neighbourhood, 
so that she was ashamed to make her 
appearance. 

Galled and driven to desperation at 
this circumstance, the poor creature ivas 
tempted to destroy her child; on which 
she took it into the fields, and threw it 
into a pond not far from Hackney; but 
some people near the spot, happening to 
see what transpired, took her into custody 
and carried her before a magistrate, who 
committed her to Newgate. 

All the time that she remained in this 
gloomy abode her mind seemed to he tor- 
tured with the most agonizing pains, on 
account of the horrid crime of which she 
had been guilty; and she expressed a 
sense of her torments in the following 
striking words, which she addressed to a 
clergyman who attended her: " 0, sir, 1 
am lost! I cannot pray,' I cannot repent: 
my sin is too great to be pardoned! I 
committed it with deliberation, and in 
cold blood; I was not driven to it by 
necessity." 

She was executed on the 1st of August 
followinsr. 
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CHAPTER I. 
Is former pages of our work, allusion lias 
Men made to the notorious individual 
'hose abominable exploits we now pro- 
wd to lay before our readers, at con- 
merable length, as the materials which 
«B conduct furnished are well adapted 
»' reflection, which must lead to the 
f'wngest abhorrence of his infamy; an 
infamy the demerits of which may be 
•nns simply stated: 1st, Making thieves 
'nr the purpose of entrapping the unwary, 
•y undertaking to restore the stolen pro- 
perty for a valuable compensation; 2dly, 
Uusmg the apprehension of any thief 
wt frustrated his sinister designs, though 
ne thief might have become such at his 

suggestion. But the case will be more 
clearly stated in the sequel ; and we 
therefore proceed at once with the his- 
tory of the wretch whose portrait (which 
is faithfully copied from a very old print 
in the possession of a friend) is prefixed, 
and whose subsequent cognomen was the 
Prince of Robbers! 

Jonathan Wild was the eldest son of 
poor but honest and industrious parents, 
whose family consisted of three sons and 
daughters, whom they brought up as well 
as they could from their joint labours; 
the father as a carpenter, and his wife qs 
a vender of fruit in the market of VVpIyer- 
hampton, Staffordshire, in which town,our 
protege was born about.the year. 1G82. 
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After having been furnished with a decent 
education, Jonathan was apprenticed to a 
bucklemaker at Birmingham, though it 
had been the intention of his father to 
bring him up to his own trade. He 
served his time with fidelity, and then 
accompanied a gentleman of the long 
robe to London, as a servant: this was 
about the year 1704-5. Not relishing 
his situation, he quitted it, and returned 
to Wolverhampton, where he worked 
diligently at his business for some time 
as a journeyman, and married a young 
woman of good character. 

He had been married about two years, 
in which time his wife had a son, when 
he formed the resolution of revisiting 
London; and he very soon after deserted 
his wife and child, and set out for the 
metropolis, where he got into employ- 
ment, and at first maintained himself by 
his trade. Being, however, of an extra- 
vagant disposition, many months had not 
elapsed after his arrival in London when 
he was arrested and thrown into Wood 
Street Compter, where he remained a 
prisoner for debt upwards of four years, 
and fared very hard. But as no man 
wanted address less than Jonathan, so 
nobody could have employed it to better 
advantage; for he got so much into the 
favour of the keepers that they soon per- 
mitted him the liberty of the gate, by 
which he earned something through going 
errands. This set him above the very 
pinch of want, and that was all; but his 
fidelity and industry in these mean em- 
ployments procured him such esteem 
among those in power, that he was ulti- 
mately appointed an under-keeper to 
the disorderly persons who were brought 
there every night. He now managed to 
obtain a comfortable subsistence, having 
learnt how to get money of such people 
by putting them into the way of gaining 
their liberty. 

In this prison was a woman named 
Mary Milliner, who had long been con- 
sidered as one of the most notorious pick- 
pockets and abandoned prostitutes on the 
town. After having escaped the punish- 
ment due to the varieties of felonies of 
which she had been guilty, she was put 
under confinement for debt. An inti- 
macy subsisted between them while they 
remained in the Compter; and through 
ier Wild assiduously cultivated the ac- 

»nce of the criminaU who were his 

fellow-prisoners, and attended to tlitii 
account of the exploits in which they fcaj 
been engaged with singular satisfaction. 

Wild and Milliner had no sooner ob- 
tained their freedom, than they lival 
under the denomination of man and 
wife; and by their evil practices tie) 
soon obtained a sum of money wliitj 
enabled them to open a little publio 
house in Cock Alley, facing Cripplegali 
church. 

Milliner, being personally acquaintej 
with most of the notorious characters b; 
whom London and its environs were ii- 
fested, and perfectly conversant as to ik 
manner of their proceedings, was a most 
useful companion to Wild; and indeel 
she very materially contributed towarli 
rendering him one of the most accot 
plished characters in the arts of villaij; 
for by her assistance he became well' 
acquainted with all the notorious gan« 
of loose persons within the Bills of Mot 
tality, and with the plan on which Ih 
carried on their schemes. He knew wbei 
and how their enterprises were to be goi; 
upon, and in what manner they disposd 
of their plunder; and having an intriji- 
ing head he sat 'up for a " Director 
amongst them, and soon became so m- 
fur that, though he never went out will 
any of them, he got more money by tki 
thefts than if he had been a partner ii 
their operations, which upon one pretenti 
or another he always declined. 

Wild industriously penetrated into tk 
secrets, of felons of evety denominatioi, 
who resorted in great numbers to hi 
house in order, to dispose of their bootj; 
and they looked iipon him with a haii 
awe; for, from his being acquainted wit 
their proceedings, they were conscioii 
that their lives were continually in ^ 
power. He was at little difficulty to &> 
pose of the articles brought to hira li 
thieves at something less than their rei 
value, because no law existed at this pen* 
for the punishment of the receivers« 
stolen goods; but the evil increasing to a 
enormous a degree, it was deemed ef 
pedient by the legislature to frame a IB« 
for its suppression. An act therefore w 
passed, consigning such as should be coit 
victed of ^receiving goods, knowing &* 
to have been stolen, to transportation W 
the space of fourteen years. ' 

Wild's practices were considerably!'' 
terrupted by this law: he, however, siif 
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jesteil a plan to obviate its intention. 
He called a meeting of all the thieves 
whom he knew, and observed to them, 
if they carried their prizes to such of the 
pawnbrokers who were known to be not 
much troubled with any scruples of con- 
science, they would scarcely advance on 
the property one-fourth of its real value; 
and that if they were offered to strangers, 
either for sale or by way of deposit, it 
ms a chance of ten to one but the parties 
were rendered amenable to the laws. He 
stated that the most industrious thieves 
were now scarcely able to obtain a liveli- 
hood I and that they must either submit to 
be half starved, or be in continual danger 
of Tyburn. He informed them that he 
had devised a plan for removing the incon- 
veniences under which they laboured, re- 
commending them to follow his advice, 
and to behave towards him with honour. 
He then proposed that when they had 
gained any booty they should deliver it to 
him instead of carrying it to the pawn- 
hrolier, saying, he would restore the goods 
to the owner, by which means greater 
sums would be raised than by depositing 
them with the pawnbrokers, while the 
thieves would be perfectly secure from 
detection. 

This proposal was received with general 
approbation, and it was resolved to carry 
it into immediate execution. All the 
stolen effects were to be given into the 
possession of Wild, who soon appointed 
convenient places wherein they were to be 
deposited, judging that it would not be 
prudent to have them left at his own 
house. 

The infamous plan being thus con- 
certed, it was the business of Wild to ap- 
ply to persons who had been robbed, pre- 
tending to be greatly concerned at their 
uusfortunes, saying some suspected pro- 
perty had been stopped by a very honest 
•siii a broker, with whom he was ac- 
<l»ainted, and that if their goods hap- 
pened to be in the hands of his friend, 
'eslitution should be made. But he failed 
"»t to plead that the broker might be re- 
garded for his trouble and disinterested- 
"ess, and to use every argument in his 
P»»'er for exacting a promise that no dis- 
"ofeeable consequences should ensue to 
"s fnend, who had imprudently neg- 
ee^d to apprehend the supposed thieves. 
"*PPy in the prospect of regaining their 
property without the trouble and the ex- 

pense necessarily attending prosecutions, 
people generally applauded the conduct of 
Wild, and sometimes rewarded him even 
with one-half of the real value of the goods 
restored. 

Persons who had been robbed, however, 
were not always satisfied with Wild's de- 
claration ; and sometimes they questioned 
him particularly as to the manner of their 
goods being discovered. On these occa- 
sions he pretended to be offended that his 
honour should be disputed, saying, that 
his motive was to afford all the service in 
his power to the injured party, whose 
goods he imagined might possibly be those 
stopped by his friend; but since his good 
intentions were received in so ungracious 
a manner, and himself interrogated re- 
specting the robbers, he had nothing far- 
ther to say on the subject, but must take 
his leave; adding, that his name was 
Jonathan Wild, and that he was every day 
to be found at his house in Cock Alley, 
Cripplegate. This affectation of resent- 
ment seldom failed to possess the people 
who had been robbed with a more favour- 
able opinion of his principles; and the 
supicion of his character being removed, 
he had an opportunity of advancing his 
demands. 

Wild received no direct gratuity from 
the owners of stolen goods, but deducted 
his profit from the money which he said 
was to be paid the broker. Thus did he 
amass considerable sums without danger 
of prosecution, for his offence came under 
the description of no law then existing. 
For several years he preserved a tolerably 
fair character; so consummate was the 
art he employed in the management of all 
his schemes. 

Wild's business greatly increasing and 
his name becoming exceedingly popular, 
he altered his mode of proceeding: instead 
of applying to persons who had been rob- 
bed, he opened an office, to which great 
numbers resorted, in the hope of recover- 
ing their effects. He made a great pa- 
rade in his business, and assumed a conse- 
quence that enabled him more effectually 
to impose on the public. When persons 
came to his office, they were informed 
that they must each pay a crown in con- 
sideration of receiving his "advice." This 
ceremony being despatched, he entered in 
his book the names and places of abode 
of the parties, with all the particulars 
which they could communicate respecting 
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the robberies, and tlie rewards that would 
be given provided the goods were reco- 
vered ; and they were then desired to call 
again in a few days, when he hoped he 
should be able to give them some agreea- 
ble intelligence. Upon calling to know 
the success of his inquiries, he informed 
them that he had received some informa- 
tion concerning their goods, but that the 
agent he had employed to trace them had 
informed him, the robbers pretended they 
could raise more money by pawning the 
property than by returning it for the pro- 
posed reward; saying, however, that if he 
could by any means procure an interview 
with the villains, he doubted not of being 
able to settle matters agreeably to the 
terms already proposed; but, at the same 
time, artfully insinuating that the safest, 
most expeditious, and most prudent me- 
thod would be to make some addition to 
the reward. At length, after one or two 
more attendances. Wild gave the difinitive 
answer: " Provided no questions be asked, 
and you give so much money to the por- 
ter who brings them, you may have your 
things returned at — o'clock precisely." 
This was transacted with an outward ap- 
pearance of friendship on his side, and 
with great seeming frankness and genero- 
sity ; but when you came to the last arti- 
cle—namely. What Mr. Wild e.\pected for 
his trouble, then an air of coolness was put 
on, and he answered with equal pomposity 
iind seeming indifference, that what he 
did was purely from a principle of doing 
good: as for a gratuity for the trouble he 
had taken, he left it wholly to yourself; 
you might do in it what you thought fit. 
And even when money was presented to 
him, he received it with the same negli- 
gent grace, always putting you in mind 
that it was your own act, and that he took 
it as a great favour, and not as a reward. 

By this dexterity in his management 
he fenced himself against the rigour of 
the law, in the midst of these notorious 
transgressions of it: for what could be im- 
puted to Mr. Wild ? He neither saw the 
thief who took away the goods, nor re- 
ceived them after they were taken. The 
method he pursued was neither dishonest 
nor illegal, if you would believe his ac- 
count of it, and no other than his account 
of it could be obtained. At all events, 
had he continued satisfied with this way of 
dealing, in all probability he might have 
gone unmolested to his grave : but he was 

greedy, and, instead of keeping comtaul 
to this safe method, came at last to tab 
the goods into his own custody, givij. 
those that stole them what he thoujli 
proper, and then making such a bar»aiii 
with the loser as he was able to bring \m 
to, sending the porter himself, and takit 
without ceremony whatever money laj 
been given him: but this happened onlvii 
the last two years of his career. Whenlii 
had discovered the utmost sum people 
would give for the recovery of their pnt 
perty, he requested them to call again, 
and in the mean time he caused the gooi 
to be ready for delivery. 

He derived considerable advantagi 
from examining persons who had been 
robbed; for he thus became acquainted 
with any particulars the robbers omittei 
to communicate to him, and was tliereb 
enabled to detect them if they concealel 
any part of their prizes. Being in p«- 
session of the secrets of all the notorioi 
robbers, they were under the necessity i; 
complying with whatever terms he thonjlt 
proper to exact; for they were conscion 
that by opposing his inclination they mm: 
have involved themselves in the mostiii' 
minent danger of being sacrificed totlit 
injured laws of their country. 

Through the infamous practices of li 
man, articles which had been before con- 
sidered as of no use but to the ownec 
now became matters claiming the parti- 
cular attention of thieves: account-bool;!. 
pocket-books, watches, rings, trinkets, d 
a variety of articles of but small iiitrinii; 
worth, were now esteemed very profital)li 
plunder. Books of accounts, and olli» 
writings, being of great importance toll)' 
owners, produced very handsome rewards 
and the same may be said of pocbi 
books; for they generally contained » 
morandums, and sometimes bank-nolts 
and other articles on which money coiil: 
be readily procured. 

Wild accumulated money so fast, tli* 
he considered himself a man of coii«- 
quence; and to support his imagiw'' 
dignity, he dressed in lace clothes, » 
wore a sword, which instrument he ii"' 
exercised on the person of his reputo 
wife, Mary Milliner, whom, having* 
some occasion provoked him, he instao") 
struck at, and cut off one of her * 
This event was the cause of a separati"' 
but in acknowledgement of the greats''' 
vices she had rendered  him, by ml"' 
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ducing him to so lucrative a profession, 
he allowed her a weekly stipend till her 
decease. 

Before Wild had brought the plan of 
his office to perfection, he for some time 
acted as an assistant to Charles Kitchen, 
the city-marshal, a man as infamous as 
himself. These co-partners in villany, 
under the pretext of reforming the man- 
ners of the dissolute part of the public, 
paraded the streets from Temple Bar to 
the Minories, searching the houses of ill 
fame, and apprehending disorderly and 
suspected persons; but such as compli- 
mented these public reformers with pri- 
nk douceurs were allowed to practise 
every species of abomination with impu- 
nity. Hitchen and Wild, however, be- 
coming jealous of each other, and an 
open rupture taking place, they parted, 
each pursuing the business of thief-taking 
on his own account. 

Wild's artful behaviour, and the punc- 
tuality with which he discharged his en- 
gagements, obtained him a great share of 
confidence among thieves of every deno- 
mination ; insomuch, that if he caused 
it to be intimated to them that he was 
desirous of seeing them, and that they 
should not be molested, they would attend 
him with the utmost willingness, without 
entertaining the most distant apprehen- 
sion of danger, although conscious that 
le had informations against them, and 
that their lives were absolutely in his 
lower: but if they presumed to reject 
lis proposals, or proved otherwise refrac- 

tory, he would address them to the follow- 
ing effect: " I have given you my word 
'hat you should come and go in perfect 
safety, and so you shall: but take care 
of yourself; for, if ever you see me again, 
you see an inveterate enemy." 

The great influence that Wild obtained 
over the thieves, will not be deemed very 
extraordinary, on considering, that when 
ke promised to use his endeavours for 
rescuing them from impending fate he 
•as always desirous, and generally able, 
'"succeed. Such as complied with his 
measures, he would never interrupt; but, 
»n the contrary, afford them every en- 
"uragement for prosecuting their iniqui- 
'""s practices; and if apprehended by 
"»y other person, he seldom failed of 
procuring their discharge. His usual 
method, in desperate cases, and when 
matters could not be managed with more 

ease and expedition, was, to procure them 
to be admitted evidences, under pretext 
that it was in their power to make dis- 
coveries of high importance to the public; 
and when they were in prison, he fre- 
quently attended them, and communi- 
cated to them from his own memoran- 
dums such particulars as he judged it 
would be prudent to relate to the court. 
Again, when his accomplices were appre- 
hended, and he was not able to prevent 
their being brought to trial, he contrived 
stratagems (in which his invention was 
amazingly fertile) for keeping the princi- 
pal witnesses out of court; so that the 
delinquents were generally dismissed un- 
punished through defect of evidence. 

Jonathan was ever a most implacable 
enemy to those thieves who were hardy 
enough to reject his terms, and dispose of 
their stolen effects merely for their own 
advantage. He was industrious in the 
extreme in his endeavours to surrender 
them into the hands of justice; and it 
was scarcely possible for them to escape 
his vigilance, he being acquainted with 
all their usual places of resort. 

By subjecting those who incurred his 
displeasure to the punishment of the law, 
he obtained the rewards for pursuing them 
to conviction; besides which he greatly 
extended his ascendancy over the other 
thieves, whom he kept in fear; while he 
established his character as a man of the 
greatest public utility, and received the 
countenance of persons in eminent sta- 
tions in society, who considered him the 
friend of justice. Certain it is, that he 
brought more villains to the gallows than 
any other man ever did: indeed, so sensi- 
ble was he of the necessity there was for 
his acting in this manner, to keep up his 
pretensions, that he generally had two or 
three rogues executed in a twelvemonth. 

This practice of J onathan's, if well con- 
sidered, carries in it a great deal of policy; 
and when it attained notoriety it not only 
formed a topic for general discourse, but 
was the cause, as well, of some inquiries 
into his character. Foreseeing this, in 
order to evade any ill consequence, he 
assumed upon occasion an air of gravity, 
and complained of the evil dispositions of 
the times, which would not permit a man 
to serve his neighbours and his country 
without censure. " For do not I," said 
he, "do the greatest good, when I per- 
suade people who have deprived others 
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of their goods to restore them again for a 
reasonable consideration? And the vil- 
lains whom I have brought to suffer 
punishment, do not their deaths show of 
how much service I am to the country? 
Why then should people asperse me?" 

Perhaps there is not, even in the whole 
range of history, another instance of a 
man who so flagrantly dallied with the 
ends of justice, playing even with capital 
punishment, to suit his nefarious schemes. 
He continually exhorted the plunderers 
to let him know punctually what goods 
they at any time took; by which means 
he had it in his power to give a direct 
answer to those who made inquiries. If 
the thieves complied faithfully with his 
instructions, as we have in fact shown, 
he was a sure protector on all occasions; 
but if they evinced any symptoms of in- 
dependence and despised his rules, or if 
they threatened their companions, or if 
they grumbled at the compensation made 
for them, or in any other way displeased 
the prince, they were certain martyrs to 
his princely power. 

In those parts of his business which were 
most hazardous, Wild made the plundered 
parties themselves take the first steps, by 
publishing advertisements of the things 
lost, and directing them to be brought to 
Mr. Wild, who was empowered to receive 
them, and pay such reward as the persons 
that lost them thought fit to offer. Wild 
in this capacity appeared no otherwise 
than as a person on whose honour the 
injured people could rely. 

After he had gone on in this trade for 
about ten years with success, he began to 
lay aside much of his former caution, 
taking a larger house in the Old Bailey, 
giving the woman whom he called his 
virife abundance of fine things, and keep- 
ing an open office for the restoration of 
stolen property in general. His fame at 
last came to that height, that' persons 
of the highest quality would condescend 
to make use of his abilities, when at any 
installation, public entry, or some other 
great solemnity, they had the misfortune 
of losing their watches, jewels, or other 
things of real or imaginary value, 

Jonathan was frequently asked, how it 
.was possible that he could carry on the 
business of restoring stolen effects, and 
yet not be in league with the robbers; 
and his replies[were always to this pur- 
pose: "My acquaintance among thieves 

is very extensive, and when 1 receive in- 
formation of a robbery I make inquiry 
after the suspected parties, and leave woti 
at proper places, that if the goods are 
left where I appoint the reward shall bt 
paid and no questions asked. Surely no 
imputation of guilt can fall upon me; fe 
I hold no interviews with the robbeti, 
nor are the goods given into my posses- 
sion." 

We now proceed to relate the moit 
remarkable exploits of the hero of theie 
pages, and of necessity include many 
particulars relating to other notorioui 
characters. 

A lady of fortune being on a visit in 
Piccadilly, her servants, leaving the seda 
at the door, went to refresh themselves al 
a neighbouring public-house. Upon theii 
return the vehicle was not to be found; 
in consequence of which the men imme- 
diately went to Wild, and having infotmeJ 
him of their loss, and complimented him 
with the usual fee, they were desireJ 
to call upon him again in a few daji 
Upon their second application Wild ts- 
torted from them a considerable reward, 
and then directed them to attend tlii 
chapel in Lincoln's Inn Fields on tie 
following morning during the time o( 
prayers. The men went according to tie 
appointment, and under the piazzas of 
the chapel perceived the chair, uliicl 
upon examination they found to contain 
the velvet seat, curtains, and other fur- 
niture, and that it had received no kind 
of damage. 

A young gentleman named Knap ac- 
companied his mother to Sadler's Wells 
on Saturday, the 31st of March, 1716; 
and on their return home they were at- 
tacked about ten at night, near the wall 
of Gray's Inn gardens, by five villaim 
The young gentleman was knocked 
and his mother being exceedingly 
called for assistance ; upon which a pi*l 
was discharged at her, and she instandj 
fell down dead. A considerable reward 
was offered by proclamation in the Gazetli 
for the discovery of the perpetrator of tli 
horrid crime; and Wild was remarkablj 
assiduous in his endeavours to appreW 
the offenders. From a description gi«' 
of some of the villains, Jonathan inm"' 
diately judged the gang to be con- 
posed of William White, Thomas Thar- 
land, John Chapman (alias Edward D>'' 
vel), Timothy Dunn, and Isaac Rag-' 

wammm 
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On the evening of Sunday, the 8th of 

April,  Wild  received   intelligence   that 
jome of the abovenamed men were drink- 
ing with some prostitutes at an indifferent 
house kept by John Weatherly, in New- 
toner's Lane:   he went to Weatherly's, 
accompanied by his man Abraham, and 
seized White,  whom  he  brought  away 
about midnight in a kackney-coach, and 
lodged in the Round-house.—White being 
secured, information was given to Wild 
that a man named James Aires was then 
at the Bell inn, Smithfield, in company 
with a woman of the'town.    Having an 
information against Aires, Wild, accom- 
panied by his assistants, repaired to the 
inn, under the gateway of which they met 
Thurland, whose person had been  mis- 
taken for that of Aires.    Thurland was 
provided with two brace of pistols; but 
fceing suddenly seized, he was deprived of 
all opportunity of making use of those 
weapons, and taken into custody.—They 
went on the following night to a house in 
White Horse Alley, Drury Lane, where 
they apprehended Chapman, alias Darvel. 
Soon after the murder of Mrs. Knap, 
Cliapman and others stopped the coach of 
Tliomas Middlethwaite,  Esq.,  but that 
{entleman escaped being robbed by dis- 
ttarging a blunderbuss  and  wounding 
Cliapman in the arm, on which the vil- 
lains retired.—In a short time after this, 
W apprehended Isaac Rag at a house 
which he frequented in St. Giles's, in con- 
sequence of an information charging him 
*ith a burglary.    Being taken before a 
•«gistrate, in the course of his examina- 
tion Rag impeached twenty-two accom- 
plices, charging them with being house- 
Meakera, footpads, and receivers of stolen 
effects; and he was consequently admit- 
ted an evidence for the crown.—Rag was 
convicted of a misdemeanour in January, 
1/14-15, and sentenced to stand three 
tmcs in the pillory.    He had concealed 
Jimself in the dust-hole belonging to the 
"use of Thomas Powell,  where  being 
teovered, he was searched, and a pistol, 
»me matches, and a number of pick-lock 
»eys Were found in his possession.    His 
"j'ention was evidently to commit a bur- 
s'")'; but as he did not enter the house 

* Ms indicted for a misdemeanour in 
'n'ering the yard with  intent to steal. 
ae was indicted in October, 1715, for a 
'"Slary in the house of Elizabeth Stan- 
««l. on the 24th of August; but of this 

charge he was acquitted.—White, Thur- 
land, and Chapman were arraigned on the 
18th of May, 1716, at the sessions-house 
in the Old Bailey, on an indictment for 
assaulting John Knap, gent., putting him 
in fear, and taking from him a hat and 
wig on the 31st of March, 1716. They 
were also indicted for the murder of Mary 
Knap, widow; by White discharging a 
pistol loaded with powder and bullets, and 
thereby giving her a wound of which she 
instantly died, on the said 31st of March, 
1716. They were a second time indicted 
for assaulting and robbing John Gough. 
White was a fourth time indicted with 
James Russell for a burglary in the house 
of George Barclay. Chapman was a fourth 
time indicted for a burglary in the house 
of Henry Cross. These three offenders 
were executed at Tyburn on the 8th of 
June, 1716.—Wild was still indefatigable 
in his endeavours to apprehend Timothy 
Dunn, who had hitherto escaped the hands 
of justice by removing to a new lodging, 
where he concealed himself in the most 
cautious manner. Wild, however, did not 
despair of discovering this offender, whom 
he supposed must either perish through 
wan t of the necessaries of life, or obtain the 
means of subsistence by returning to his 
felonious practices; and so confident was 
he of success, that he made a wager of ten 
guineas that he would have him in custody 
before the expiration of an appointed time. 
Dunn's confinement at length became 
exceedingly irksome to him, and he sent 
his wife to make inquiries respecting him 
of Wild, in order to discover whether he 
was still in danger of being apprehended. 
Upon her departure from Wild's he or- 
dered one of his people to follow her 
home. She took water at Blackfriar's, 
and landed at the Falcon; but suspect- 
ing the man was employed to trace her, 
she again took water and crossed to 
Whitefriar's; observing that she was still 
followed, she ordered the waterman to 
proceed to Lambeth, and having landed 
there, it being nearly dark, she imagined 
she had escaped the observation of Wild's 
man, and therefore walked immediately 
home. The man traced her to Maid 
Lane, near Bankside, Southwark; and 
perceiving her enter a house he marked 
the wall with chalk, and then returned 
to his employer with an account of the 
discovery he had made. Wild, accom- 
panied by a fellow named Abraham, (a 
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Jew, who acted the part he had done to 
the worthless marshal, already mentioned,) 
one Riddlesden, and another man, went 
on the following morning to the liouse 
where the woman had heen seen to enter. 
Dunn hearing a noise, and thence sus- 
pecting that he was discovered, got out 
of a back window on the second floor 
upon the roof of the pantry, the bottom 
of which was about eight feet from the 
ground. Abraham discharged a pistol 
and wounded Dunn in the arm; in con- 
sequence of which he fell from the pantry 
into the yard: after his fall Riddlesden 
discharged a pistol and wounded him in 
the face with small shot. Dunn was 
secured and carried to Newgate, and 
being tried at the ensuing sessions he 
was soon after executed at Tyburn.— 
Riddlesden was bred to the law, but he 
entirely neglected that business and aban- 
doned himself to every species of profli- 
gacy. His irregular course of life having 
greatly embarrassed his circumstances, he 
broke into the chapel of Whitehall and 
stole the communion-plate. He was con- 
victed of this oft'ence and received sen- 
tence of death; but through the exertion 
of a powerful interest a pardon was ob- 
tained on condition of transporting him- 
self for the term of seven years. He 
went to America, but soon returned to 
England, and had the address to ingra- 
tiate himself into the favour of a young 
lady, daughter of an opulent merchant at 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Before he could 
get his wife's fortune, which was con- 
siderable, into his hands, he was disco- 
vered and committed to Newgate. His 
wife followed him, and was brought to 
bed in the prison: her friends, however, 
being apprized of her unhappy situation, 
caused her to return home. He con- 
tracted an intimacy with the widow of 
Richard Revel, one of the turnkeys of 
Newgate; and being permitted to trans- 
port himself again, the woman went with 
him to Philadelphia under the character 
of his wife. In consequence of a dis- 
agreement between them, Mrs. Revel re- 
turned and took a public-house in Golden 
Lane; but what became of Riddlesden 
cannot be learnt. 

A thief of most infamous character 
named Arnold Powell, being confined in 
Newgate, on a charge of having robbed a 
house in the neighbourhood of Golden 
Square of property to a great amount. 

he was visited by Jonathan, who iiiforinej 
him, that in consideration of a sum i 
money he would save his life; adclin", 
that if the proposal was rejected, he should 
inevitably die at Tyburn for the cffcnct 
on  account of which he was then k- 
prisoned.     The  prisoner,   however, nol 
believing  that it  was  in Wild's power 
to do him any injury, bid him dellantt 
Powell was brought to trial; but througl 
a defect of evidence he was acquitttl 
Having gained intelligence that Powdl 
had committed a burglary in the housi 
of Mr.   Eastlick,   near  Fleet ditch, lii 
caused that gentleman to prosecute tk 
robber.    Upon receiving information tk 
a bill was found for the burglary Powdl 
sent for Wild,   and a compromise w 
effected  according  to  the  terms whii 
Wild himself proposed; in consequencei! 
which Powell was assured that hii liff 
should be preserved.   Upon the approatl 
of the sessions, Wild informed the pwf 
cutor that the first and second days woi 
be employed in other trials, and as hero 
willing Mr. Eastlick should avoid attenJ- 
ing with his witnesses longer than wii 
necessary, he would give timely notiii 
when Powell would be arraigned. Bm 
he contrived to have the prisoner put lo 
the bar; and no pei'sons appearing to pt* 
secute, he was ordered to be taken awiv; 
after some time, however, he was agaii 
put to the bar, then ordered away, ml 
afterwards put up a third time, proclMf 
tion being made each time for the prose 
cutor to appear.    At length the juryifn 
charged with the prisoner, andasnoac- 
cusation was adduced against him he w 
necessarily dismissed; and the court or- 
dered Mr. Eastlick's recognizances to b 
estreated.    Powell was ordered to reio» 
in custody till the next sessions, there k- 
ing another indictment against him; * 
Mr. Eastlick represented the behavioutil 
Wild to the court, who justly reprimanfc 
him   with   great   severity.    Powell f; 
himself into a salivation in order to avi< 
being brought to trial the next sessioBl 
but notwithstanding this stratagem he »* 
arraigned and convicted, and executel^ 
the 20th of March, 1716-17. 

(To be continued.) 
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CHAPTER II. 
AT the time of Arnold Powell's execution, 
^Hld liad quitted his apartments at Mrs. 
Seagoe's, and hired a house adjoining the 
Coopere' Arms, on the opposite side of 
the Old Bailey, to which we have already 
alluded. 

The unexampled villanies of Jonathan 
*ere now become an object of so much 
consequence as to excite the particular 
""ention of the legislature; and in the 
J'sr 1718 an act was passed deeming 
•ry person guilty of a capital offence, 
rao should accept a reward in conse- 
inence of restoring stolen effects with- 
«"' prosecuting the thief. It was the 
feneral opinion, at the time, that this 

»'ould effectually suppress his iniqui- 
'<"•» practices; but after some trifling in- 
"fuptions to his proceedings, he devised 

means for evading the law, which were 
for several years alteiulcd with success. 
'The plan he now adopted was that related 
at full in that part of our detail, in the ^ 
first chapter, which mentions his setting 
aside his applications to injured parties, 
and opening an office for the ptn"pose of 
giving them an opportunity to apply to 
him. 

After the passing of the law referred 
to, however, a certain honourable person- 
age sent to Jonathan, to warn him of 
going on any longer at his old rate, for 
it was now become a capital crime, and 
if he was apprehended for it he could 
expect no mercy. Jonathan received the 
reproof with abundant thankfulness and 
submission, but never altered the manner 
of his behaviour in the least, but, on the 
contrary, carried on his practices more 

Z 
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openly nird publicly than ever. Indeed, 
to compensate for this, he seemed to 
double his diligence in apprehending 
thieves, and brought the most notorious 
amongst them to the gallows, even though 
he himself had bred them up in their art. 

Of these none was so open and appa- 
rent a case as that of Blake, alias Blue- 
skin. Tills fellow had, from a child, been 
under the tuition of Mr. Wild; who paid 
for the curing his wounds whilst he was 
in the Compter, allowed him 3s. 6d. a 
week subsistence, and afforded Ins help 
to get him out at last; yet, soon after 
this, he abandoned him to his own con- 
duct, and in a short space caused him to 
be apprehended for breaking open the 
hovise of Mr. Kneebone, which brought 
him to the gallows. When this fellow 
came to be tried. Wild assured him that 
his body should be handsomely interred 
in a good coffin, at his own expense. 
This was strange comfort, and such as 
by no means suited Blueskin, who insisted 
peremptorily upon a transportation par- 
don, W'hich he said he was sure Jonathan 
had interest enough to procure for him. 
But upon Wild's assuring him that he 
had not, and that it was in vain for him 
to flatter himself with such hopes. Blue- 
skin was at last in such a passion, that, 
though this discourse happened in the 
presence of the cotu't then sitting, Blake 
could not forbear taking revenge for the 
insult towards him, and therefore clapped 
one hand under Jonathan's chin, and with 
the other cut a largo gash across the 
throat, which everybody, at the time it 
was done, judged mortal. Jonathan was 
carried off, covered with blood; and though 
at that time he professed the greatest re- 
sentment for such base usage, affirming 
that he had never deserved to be so treated, 
yet when he afterwards came to be under 
sentence of death himself, he regretted 
prodigiously the escape he then made, 
often wishing that Blake had put an end 
to his life, rather than left him to so igno- 
minious a fate. Indeed, it was not Blake 
alone that had entertained a notion of 
putting him to death; he had dislodged 
almost the whole group of villains, and 
there were numbers of them who had 
taken it into their heads to deprive him 
of life. His escapes in the apprehending 
such persons were sometimes very narrow, 
having received wovuuls in almost every 
part of his body.    He had his skull twice 

fractured; and his whole constitutioiuvn 
so broken by these accidents, and thegreii 
fatigues he went through, that wlien le 
fell under the misfortunes which brougli 
him to his death, and was under coiifine. 
ment in Newgate, he was scarce able li 
stand upright, and was never in a con- 
dition to go to chapel. 

Our adventurer's business still increasti 
exceedingly, and he opened an office ii 
Newtoner's Lane, to the management oi 
which he appointed his man ."ibialiam. 
This Israelite proved a remarkably indiii- 
trious and faithful servant to Jonattaii, 
who intrusted him with matters of tls 
greatest importance. 

A lady had her pocket picked of baiit 
notes to the amount of 7000/. She re- 
lated the particulars of her robbery It 
.•\braham, who in a few days apprebendei 
three pickpockets, and conducted themli 
Jonathan's lodgings at Dulwich. f 
their delivering up all the notes Wiii 
dismissed them. When the lady appliei 
to Abraham he restored her properli 
and she generously made him a preseil 
of 400/., which he delivered to his em- 
ployer. These pickpockets were alia- 
wards appreliended for some other of- 
fences, and transported. One of tlie« 
carefully concealed a bank-note foi! 
1000/. in the lining of his coat; aiidos 
his arrival at Maryland he procured casl 
for the note, and having purchased lii 
freedom went to New York, where k 
assumed the character of a gentleman, 

Wild's btisiness would not permit liii 
to remain long at Dulwich ; and bein; 
under groat inconvenience from the ra« 
of Abraham's assistance, he did not ketf 
open his office in Newtoner's Lane fe 
more than three months. 

About a week after the return of IVill 
from Dulwich, a mercer in Lombaii 
Street ordered a porter to carry toi 
particular inn a box containing goods n 
the amount of 200/. In his ^ way Ik' 
porter was observed by three thieves, OK 
of whom, being more genteelly dress* 
than his companion, thus accosted « 
man : " If you are willing to earn -* 
pence, my friend, step to the tavern"' 
the end of the street, and ask for I' 
roquelar I left at the bar; but, lest * 
waiter should sernple giving it y"ii, tac 
my gold watch as a token. Pitch )* 
burden upon this bulk, and I will taB 
care of it till  vou return; but be * 
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vou make liastc." The man went to the 
tavern, and, having dehvered his message, 
was informed that tlie thing lie inquired 
for had not been left there; upon which 
the porter said, " Since you scruple to 
tnist me, look at this gold watch which 
the gentleman gave me to produce as a 
token." What was called a gold watch, 
biiiig examined, proved to be only pew- 
ter lackered. In consequence of tliis dis- 
covery tlie porter hastened back where 
he had left the box, but neither that nor 
the sharpers were to be found. The por- 
ter was with reason apprehensive that he 
sliould incur his master's displeasure if 
he related what had happened; and, in 
order to excuse his foUj', he determined 
11)1011 the stratagem of rolling himself in 
die mild; when he went home and said 
he had been knocked down and robbed 
of the goods. The proprietor of the goods 
applied to Wild, and related to him the 
story he had been told by his servant. 
Wild told him ho had been deceived as 
to the manner in which the trunk was 
lost, and that he should bo convinced of 
it if he would send for his servant. A 
messenger was despatched for the porter, 
and upon his arrival Abraham conducted 
liira into a room separated from the office 
only by a slight partition. " Your mas- 
ter," said Abraham, " has just been here 
concerning the box you lost; and he 
desired that you might be sent for in 
order to communicate the particulars of 
the robber3'. What kind of people were 
tlie thieves, and in what manner did they 
lake the box away ?" In reply, the man 
said," Why, two or three fellows knocked 
medoivn, and then carried off the box." 
Hereupon Abraham told him, that " if 
'jiey knocked him down there was but 

^ little chance of the property being reco- 
'ered, since that offence rendered them 
liable to be hanged: but," continued he, 
" let me prevail upon you to speak the 
trntli; for, if you persist in a refusal, be 
assured we shall discover it by some other 
means. Pray, do you recollect nothing 
^out a token ? Were you not to fetch a 
roquelar from a tavern ; and did you not 
produce a gold watch as a token to induce 
die waiter to deliver it?" Astonished at 
•ibraham's words, the porter declared he 
"Sieved lie was a witch, and immediately 
i'tknowledged in what manner he had 
l«s' the box. One of the villains con- 
tfiiied ill tliis robbery lived in th-c house 

formerly inhabited by Wild, in Cock Alley, 
Cripplegate. To this place Jonathan and 
Abraham repaired; and when they were 
at the door they overheard a dispute be- 
tween the man and his wife, during which 
the former declared that he would set out 
for Holland the next day. Upon this 
they forced open the door, and Wild 
saying he was under the necessity of 
preventing his intended voyage, tookhim 
into custody, and conducted him to the 
Compter. On the following day, the goods 
being returned to the owner, Wilcl re- 
ceived a handsome reward; and he con- 
trived to procure the discharge of the 
thief. 

A gentleman who dealt in silks, near 
Covent Garden, had a piece of extraordi- 
narily rich damask bespoken for the birth- 
day suit of a certain'duke; and the lace- 
man having brought such trimmings as 
were required, the mercer had made the 
whole up in a parcel, tied it at each end 
with a blue riband, sealed with the great- 
est exactness, and placed it on one end of 
the counter, in expectation of his grace's 
servant calling for it in the afternoon, in 
accordance witli the instructions which ho 
knew had been given him. The servant 
came; and when the mercer went to de- 
liver the goods, the piece was gone, and 
no account coidd possibly be had of it; 
and as the master had been all day in the 
shop there was no room for charging any- 
thing either upon the carelessness or dis- 
honesty of his servants. After an hour's 
fretting, therefore, seeing no other means 
towards a remedy, he determined to com- 
municate his loss to Mr. Wild, in the hope 
of receiving some benefit by his assistance, 
the loss consisting not so much in the 
value of the things as in the disappoint- 
ment it would be to the birthday. Upon 
this consideration a hackney-coach was 
immediately called, and away the coach- 
man was ordered to drive directly to the 
house of Mr. Wild, in the Old Bailey. 
On arriving, acquainting Jonathan with 
his business, the usual deposit of a crown 
was made; and the common questions of 
how, when, and where having been asked, 
the mercer became very impatient, and 
said, with some warmth, " Mr. Wild, tell 
me in a few words if it be in your power 
to serve me; if it is, I have 30 guineas 
here ready to put down ; but if you expect 
that I should dance attendance for a week 
or two, I assure you I shall not be willing 
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to part with half the money." " Good 
sir," replied Wild, " I am no thief, sir, 1 
nor receiver of stolen goods; so that if 
you do not think fit to give me time to 
inquire, you must even take what mea- 
sures you please." When the mercer dis- 
covered that he was likely to be left with- 
out any hope of success, he began to talk 
in a milder manner, and with the most 
earnest entreaties fell to persuading Jona- 
than to think of some method to serve 
him, and that immediately. Wild stepped 
out a minute or two, and as soon as he 
returned told the gentleman it was not in 
his power to serve him in such a hurry, 
if at all: however, in a day or two he 
might be able to give him a positive 
answer. The mercer protested that a day 
or two would lessen the value of the goods 
one half to him; and Jonathan protested 
as firmly that it was not in his fewer to 
do anything sooner. At last a servant 
came in a great hurry, and told Wild 
there was a gentleman below desired to 
speak with him immediately. Jonathan 
bowed, begged the gentleman's pardon, 
and told him he would wait on him again 
in one minute. In about five minutes he 
returned with a very smiling countenance, 
and, addressing the gentleman, said, " I 
protest, six-, you are the luckiest man 1 
ever knew : 1 spoke to one of my people 
just now to go to a house where 1 know 
some lifters resort, and directed him to 
speak of your robbery, and to say you 
had been with me and ofl'ered 30 guineas 
for the things. This story has had its 
effect; and if you go directly home I fancy 
you will hear more news of it than I am 
able to tell you. But pray, sir, remember 
the 30 giiineas was your own offer; you 
are at free liberty to give them or not; it 
is nothing to me, though I have done all 
for you in my power." Away went the 
mercer, w'ondering where the affair would 
end; but as he walked up Southampton 
Street a fellow overtook him, patted him 
on the shoulder, delivered the bundle im- 
opened, and told hira the price of it was 
20 guineas. The mercer paid it him, and 
returned to Jonathan in half-an-hour and 
begged him to.accept of the 10 guineas 
he had saved him for his pains. Jona- 
than told him, he had saved him nothing, 
but he supposed that the people thought 
20 guineas enough, considering that they 
were now pretty safe from prosecution. 
The mercer still pressed the 10 guineas 

on Jonathan, who, after taking tliem om 
of his hand, returned five of them, atj 
assured him he had more than enougl; 
adding, " It is satisfaction enough, sit, ti 
an honest man that he is able to procure 
people their goods again." This was i 
remarkable instance of the moderation te 
sometimes practised, the better to coiiceil 
his villanies. But the reader must bea 
in mind that Josiathan had, probably, no; 
so little as one third of the 20 guines 
paid on the delivery of the goods into tkt 
mercer's hands. 

We add another story no less extraor- 
dinary than the foregoing.—A lady whoa 
husband, being out of the country, lii 
sent over draughts for her assistance, ti 
the amount of between 1500 and 20001,, 
lost the pocket-book in which they weri 
contained, between Bucklersbury and tk 
Magpie alehouse, in Leadenhall Street 
where the merchant lived on whom tliei 
were drawn. She, however, went to lit 
gentleman, who advised her to go irann- 
diately to Mr. Wild. To Jonathan sli 
accordingly went, deposited the cron, 
and answered the questions put to k 
Jonathan then told her, that in an tar 
or two some of his people might possibl; 
hear who it was that picked her pocket, 
The lady was so desirous to recover kr 
property, that she at last went so faraste 
offer a hundred guineas. Wild repH, 
" Though they are of much greater valii 
to you, madam, yet they cannot be woill 
anything like it to them : therefore, keep 
your own counsel, say nothing in tli 
hearing of my people, and I will give fc 
best directions 1 am able for the recoveii 
of your notes. In the mean while, if )'•' 
will go to any tavern near, and endeavim 
to eat a bit of dinner, I will bring you ai 
answer before the cloth is taken away. 
She said she was not acquainted withai) 
house thereabouts, on which Wild nanmi 
the Baptist's Head; but the lady n'O* 
not be satisfied unless Mr. Wild promisei 
to eat with her. He at last compW 
and she ordered a fowl and sausages i| 
the house he had appointed. She wait» 
there about three quarters of an hoBi 
when Wild made his appearance andW 
her he had heard some news of her boot 
desiring her to tell out 10 guineas onW 
table, in case she should have occas* 
for them; and as the cook came up H 
acquaint her that the fowl was rcadj: 
Jonathan  begged she  would just s"! 
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down and see whether there was a woman 
waiting at his door. 'J'he lady did as he 
desired her; and perceiving a woman in 
a scarlet riding-hood walk twice or thrice 
by Wild's house, her curiosity prompted 
licr to go near her; but recollecting she 
liad left the gold upon the table up stairs, 
she went and snatched it up without say- 
ing a word to Jonathan, and then, run- 
ning down again, went towards the woman 
in the red hood, who was still walking to 
and fro before his door. No sooner did 
she approach towards her than the woman 
came directly np to her and presented the 
pocket-book, desiring she would open it 
and see that all was safe : the lady did so, 
and, oil her saying " It is all right," the 
woman in the riding-hood said—" Here's 
another little note for you, madam," at 
die same time handing her a slip of paper, 
on which was written—"Ten guineas." 
The lady delivered her the money imme- 
diately, adding also a piece for herself. 
She then returned to Wild with a great 
deal of joy, and told him she had got her 
book, and she would now eat her dinner 
heartily. When the table was cleared, 
she thought it was time to go to the mer- 
chant, who had probably now returned 
from Change ; but she first thought it 
necessary, besides paying the tavern bill, 
to make Mr. Wild a handsome present, 
for which purpose she put her hand in 
her pocket, when, to her great surprise, 
she found her purse was gone, in which 
was the remainder of 50 guineas she had 
borrowed of the merchant in the morning. 
She looked very much confused, but did 
not speak a word. Jonathan inquired— 
"Are you not well, madam?" To which 
slie replied, " I am tolerably well as to 
liealth, sir; but am quite amazed that the 
woman took but 10 guineas for the book, 
besides one I gave her, and at the same 
time picked my pocket of 39 ! " Wild 
appeared as confused as the lady, and 
said he hoped she was not in earnest, but 
Jegged her, if it were so, not to disturb 
herself, for she should not lose one far- 
thing. Jonathan then requested her to 
sit still, and, stepping over to his own 
bouse, gave, as may be supposed, the 
pecessary directions for a recovery; for 
'"less than half-an-hour the little Jew, 
Awaham, entered the room, and told him 
"le Woman was taken, and was on the 
PMiit of going to the Compter. " You 
'Mil sec, madam," said Jonathan, turning 

to the lady, "what exemplary punishment 
I will give this infamous woman." Then 
turning himself to Abraham, he says, 
" Was the green purse of money taken 
about her?" " Yes, sir," replied his agent. 
" O, la! then," said the lady, " I will take 
the purse with all my heart; I would not 
prosecute the poor wretch for the world." 
" Would you not so, madam ?" said Wild, 
" Well then, we will see what is to be 
done:" on which, he whispered his emis- 
sary, and then despatched him. He was 
no sooner'gone, than upon Jonathan's 
saying the lady would be too late at the 
merchant's, they took coach, and stopped 
over against the Compter Gate. The lady 
wondered at all this; but they had been 
in a tavern there a very little time when 
back comes Jonathan's emissary with the 
green purse, and the gold in it. " She 
says, sir," said the fellow to Wild, " she 
has only broken a guinea of the money 
for garnish and wine, and here is all the 
rest of it." " Very well," says Jonathan; 
" give it to the lady. Will you please to 
tell it, madam?" The lady accordingly 
did, and found there were 49 guineas. 
" Bless me," says she, " I think the 
woman's bewitched ; she has sent me 
10 guineas more than I should have had." 
" No, madam," replied Wild; "she has 
sent you the 10 guineas back again, which 
she received for the book : I never suffer 
any such practices in my way; I obliged 
her, therefore, to give up the money she 
had taken, as well as that she had stolen." 
The lady was so much confounded at 
these unaccountable incidents, that she 
scarcely knew what she did: at last re- 
collecting herself, " Well, Mr. Wild," says 
she, " then I think the least I can do is 
to oblige you to accept of these 10 gui- 
neas." " No," replied he, "nor of 10 far- 
things ; I scorn all actions of such a sort 
as much as any man of quality in the 
kingdom: all the reward I desire, madam, 
is, that you will acknowledge I have acted,, 
like an honest man." He had scarce pro- 
nounced these words, when he rose up, 
made her a bow, and left her. 

On the 23d or 24th of January, 1718, 
or the following year, tv^o women, named 
Margaret Dodwell and Alice Wright, went 
to Wild's house, and desired to have the 
privilege of a private interview with him. 
Observing one of the women to be with 
child, he imagined that she might want a 
father to her expected issue ; for it was a 
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part of his business to procure persons to 
stand in the place of real fathers of chil- 
dren born in consequence of illicit com- 
merce. Being sliovvn into another room, 
Dodwell spoke in the following manner: 
" I do not come, Mr. Wild, to inform you 
that I have met with any loss, but that I 
wish to find something. If you will fol- 
low my advice, you may acquire a thou- 
sand pounds, or perhaps many thousands." 
Jonathan here expressed the utmost wil- 
lingness to engage in an enterprise so 
highly lucrative, and the woman thus 
proceeded: " My plan is, that you must 
procure two or three stout fellows who 
will undertake to rob a house in Worm- 
wood Street, Bishopsgate. The house is 
kept by a cane-chair maker named James 
Cook, who has a lodger, an ancient lady, 
immensely rich; and she keeps her money 
in a box in her apartment: she is now 
gone into the country to fetch more. One 
of the men must find an opportunity of 
getting into the shop in the evening, and 
conceal himself in a sawpit there; so that 
he may let his companions in when the 
family have retired to rest. But it will 
be particularly necessary to secure two 
stout apprentices and a boy, who sleep in 
the garret. I wish, however, no murder 
may be committed." Upon this Wright 
said, " Pooh, pooh! when people engage 
in matters of this sort, they must manage 
;is well as they can, and so as to provide 
for their own safet}'." Dodwell resumed— 
" The boys secured, no kind of difficulty 
will attend your getting possession of the 
old lady's money, she being from home, 
and her room under that where the boys 
sleejf. In the room facing that of the old 
lady, Cook and his wife lie: he is a man 
of remarkable courage; great caution 
therefore must be observed respecting 
him: and indeed I think it would be 
as well to knock him on the head; for 
then his drawers may be rifled, and he is 

*never without money. A woman and a 
child sleep under the room belonging to 
tlie old lady; but I hope no violence will 
be off'ered to them." Having heard this 
proposal, Wild took the women into cus- 
tody and lodged them in Newgate. It is 
not to be supposed that his conduct in 
this afi'air proceeded from a principle of 
virtue or justice, but that he declined en- 
gaging in the iniquitous scheme from an 
api)rehension that their design was to 
draw  him  into a  snare.-  Uodwcll  had 

lived five months in Mr. Cook's lioint, 
and though she paid no rent he was toi 
generous to turn her out, or in any man. 
ner to oppress her. Wild prosecutei 
Dodwell and Wright for a misdemea- 
nour, and, being found guilty, they wen 
sentenced each to suffer six months'im- 
prisonment. 

Wild had inserted in his book a golj 
watch, a quantity of fine lace, and otlin 
property of considerable value, wliicli 
John Butler had stolen from a house al 
Newington Green; but Butler, instead of 
coming to account as usual, had declineJ 
his felonious practices, and lived on tlie 
produce of his booty. Wild, highly en- 
raged at being excluded his share, deter- 
mined to pursue every possible means foi 
subjecting bim to the power of justice. 
Being informed that he lodged at a public- 
house in Bishopsgate Street, Wild wem 
to the house early one morning, when 
Butler, hearing him ascend the stairs, 
jumped out of the window of his room, 
and, climbing over the wall of the yatj, 
got into the street. Wild broke open Ike 
door of the room, and was exceedingly 
disappointed and mortified to find tlai 
the man of whom he was in pursuit hi 
made his escape. In the mean time" 
ler ran into a house, the door of wliicli 
stood open, and descending to the kitclin 
where some women were washing, 
them he was piu-sued by a bailiff; and 
they advised him to conceal himself in 
the coal-hole. Jonathan coming out ot 
the alehouse; and seeing a shop on tlii 
opposite side of the way open, he inquird 
of the master, who was a dyer, wlrethera 
man had not taken refuge in his house. 
The dyer answered in the negative; say- 
ing, lie had not left his shop more tliaiii 
niinute since it had been opened. H 
requested to search the house, and tie 
dyer readily complied. Wild asked tlii 
women if they knew whether a man U 
taken shelter in the house which the; 
denied; but he informing them that tki 
man he sought was a thief, they said l' 
would find him in the coal-hole. Havins 
procured a light. Wild and his attendatl! 
searched the place without effect; ani 
they examined every part of the lio* 
with no better success. He observed tW 
the villain must have made his escape in* 
the street; on which the dyer said, t"'[ 
could not be the case; that if he W 
entered, he must still be in the house, b 
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lie had not quitted tlie shop, and it was 
impossible tliat a man could pass to the 
street without his knowledge ; and he 
advised Wild to search the cellar again. 
Tliev now all went into the cellar, and, 
after some time spent in searching, the 
dver turned up a large vessel used in 
liis business, and Butler appeared. Wild 
asked liiin in what manner he had dis- 
posed of the goods he stole from Nev,'- 
ington Green, upbraided him with in- 
gratitude, and declared that he should 
certainly be hanged. Butler, however, 
knowing the means by which an accom- 
modation might be effected, directed Wild 
to go to his lodging, and look behind the 
lead of the bed, where he would find 
what would recompense him for his time 
and trouble. Wild went to the place, and 
found what fully satisfied him; but as 
Butler was apprehended in a public man- 
ner, tlie other was under the necessity of 
taking him before a magistrate, who com- 
mitted him for trial. He was therefore 
tried the ensuing sessions at the Old 
Bailey; but by the artful management 
of Wild, instead of being condemned to 
death, he was only sentenced to. trans- 
portation. 

Being at an inn in Smithfield, Wild 
observed a large trunk in the yard; and, 
imagining that it contained property of 
value, he hastened home and instructed 
one of the thieves he employed to carry 
it off. The man whom he employed in 
this affair was called Jeremiah Rann, who 
«as reckoned one of the most dexterous 
llieves in London : having" dressed liim- 
!tlf so exactly as to resemble a porter, he 
carried away the trunk without being 
'Wrved. Mr. Jarvis, who followed the 
lusiness of a whip-maker in the neigh- 
lourhood, the proprietor of the trunk, no 
sooner discovered his loss than he applied 
to Wild, who returned him the goods, in 
consideration of receiving the sum of 10 
Suineas. Some time afterwards a disa- 
"Jfeement took place between Jonathan 
m Eann, and the former apprehended 
« latter, who was tried and condemned, 
lie day before his execution Rann sent 
'"Mr. Jarvis, and related to him all the 
PMticulars of the trunk. Jarvis threat- 
9M Wild with a prosecution; but Jona- 
"Ms apreheiisions on that score were 
»»n dissipated, by Mr. J.'s decease. 

''lid, being much embarrassed to find 
3 method by which he might safely 

dispose of the property that was not 
claimed by the respective proprietors, 
revolved in his mind a great variety of 
schemes; and at length he purchased a 
sloop, in order to transport the goods to 
Holland and Flanders, and gave the com- 
mand of the vessel to a notorious thief, 
named Roger Johnson. Ostend was the 
port at which this vessel traded princi- 
pally ; but when the goods were not dis- 
posed of there, Johnson navigated her to 
Bruges, Ghent, Brussels, and other places. 
He brought home lace, wine, brandy, &c.; 
which commodities were landed in the 
night, without adding anything to the 
revenue. This trade was continued about 
two years, when, five pieces of lace being 
lost, Johnson deducted the value of them 
from the mate's pay. Violently irritated 
by this conduct, the mate lodged an in- 
formation against Johnson, for clandes- 
tinely running on shore a great quantity 
of various kinds of goods; in consequence 
of which the vessel was exchequered, and 
Johnson was cast in damages to the 
amount of 700/.; and those commercial 
])roceedings were thus entirely mined. 

A disagreement had for some time sub- 
sisted between this Johnson and Thomas 
Edwards, who kept a house of resort for 
thieves in Long Lane, concerning the 
division of some plunder. Meeting one 
day in the Strand, they charged each 
other with felony, and were both taken 
into custody. Wild bailed Johnson, and 
Edwards was not prosecuted. The latter 
had no sooner recovered his libertv than 
he gave information against Wild, whose 
private warehouses, on being searcljed, 
were found to contain a great quantity of 
stolen goods. W^ild arrested Edwards in 
the name of Johnson, to whom he pre- 
tended the goods belonged, and he was 
taken to the Marshalse«, but the next day 
he procured bail. Edwards determined 
to wreak his vengeance upon Johnson, 
and for some time industriously sought 
him in vain ; but at length he met him 
casually in W^hitechapcl Road, and gave 
him into the custody of a peace-officer, 
who conducted him to an adjacent ale- 
house. Johnson sent for Jonathan, who 
immediately attended, accompanied by 
one of his men. Quilt Arnold; and Wild 
promoted a riot, during which Johnson 
availed himself of the opportunity to effect 
his escape. 

(To he continued.) 
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EDWARD JEFFRIES. 
THIS culprit was a gentleman by birth 
and education; and, until a short time 
previous to the commission of the crime 
for which he suffered, he ever deported 
himself as such. The details truly afford 
a melancholy instance of the fatal effects 
of illicit love and jealousy. He was born 
about the year 16CG, at Devizes, Wilt- 
shire ; and at a proper age was articled 
to an eminent attorney in London, and 
afterwards carried on business on his own 
account: but his father dying while he 
was yet young, and leaving him a con- 
siderable fortune, he entered into too pro- 
fuse a way of living, and embarked in the 
gulf of debauchery and sensuality, which 
dissipated his substance. Soon after, he 
had the good fortune to marry a young 
lady of St. Alban's, with whom he re- 
ceived a decent property, and might have 
lived in prosperity with her, but that he 
continued his former course of dissipation, 
which occasioned a separation. He now 
associated with Mrs. Elizabeth Torshell, 
with whom a Mr. Woodcock had likewise 
an illicit connexion. 

Jeffries and Woodcock had frequent 
debates concerning this w:oman, but al 
length appeared to be reconciled, and 
dined together at the Blue Posts, near 
Pall Mall, on the day that the former 
committed the crime for which he suf- 
fered death. After dinner they went into 
the fields near Chelsea: a quarrel arising 
between them respecting Mrs. Torshell, 
Jeffries drew his sword; and before Wood- 
cock, who was left-handed, could draw his, 
he received a wound, of which he almost 
immediately died. We need scarcely re- 
mind our readers that at this period it 
was the custom to wear a sword. 

Woodcock had no sooner fallen than 
Jeffries rubbed some of his blood upon 
his (deceased's) sword, took some things 
out of his pocket, and then went towards 
Chelsea, wliere he had appointed to meet 
Mrs. Torshell. 

There were some boys playing in the 
fields, who saw the body of the deceased, 
and a part of Jeffries' transactions with it. 
The body was removed to St. Martin's 
church-yard to be owned; and on the 
following day Mrs. Torshell came, among 
an immense crowd of people, to see it; 
and she was taken into custody, on her 
saying that she knew the murdered party, 
having been acquainted with him, at the 

same time expressing great concern at 
his unhappy fate. 

Torshell's lodgings being searclied i 
number of articles were found, which sle 
admitted Mr. Jeffries had brought tliere, 
though they appeared to be the properlv 
of Mr. Woodcock. On this Jeffries va 
also taken into custody, and both of tlieni 
were committed to Newgate. 

At the trial Jeffries alleged, iu hislinj 
of defence, that he was at another placi 
at the time the murder was committed, 
and called several witnesses to prove ai 
alibi; but, as these did not agree intli 
circumstances, he was convicted, and rs- 
ceived sentence of death. ]\Irs. Torslell 
was acquitted. 

All the while Jeffries lay under con- 
demnation he repeatedly denied havii! 
committed the murder, and e.xevted liii 
utmost interest to obtain a reprieve, whicl 
he was at length promised, through tlii 
medium of the Duke of Ormond. On tie 
19th of September, 1705, when the pro- 
cession towards Tyburn had reached» 
far as St. Giles's, a respite met him, u 
defer his execution till the 21st of Ik 
same month ; on which day he was exe- 
cuted, his guilt being too apparent. 

At the place of execution he agaii: 
denied the fact; but said he freely 6i 
gave those who had injured him, atl 
died in charity with all men. He be- 
trayed no symptoms of fear durinj t!i; 
preparations for his awfid exit. 

THE IDLE MAN A KNAVE. 

No father can transmit to his son tk 
right of being useless to his fellmv-mei 
In a state of society where every i"'' 
vidual must necessarily be maintaiiieJ * 
the expense of the community, he tfi- 
tainly owes the state so much labour'- 
will pay for his subsistence, and this »iti- 
out exception of rank or person. Bicli^' 
poor, strong or weak, every idle citizen f 
a knave. The man who earns not * 
subsistence, but eats the bread of idlene!- 
is no better than a thief; and a pen 
who is paid by the state for no sen* 
differs little from a robber supported'! 
his plunder on the highway. 
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THE ROBBERY OF MRS. HUTCHINGS, OF CHELSEA. 

I 

[THE  KITCIIKN  SCENE.] 

Mas. HuTCHiNGs was a farmer's widow, 
left by her husband in good circumstances, 
and with three children — two boys and a 
gifl: she lived in King's Road, Chelsea. 
Ooe Saturday evening some Jews met in 
Chelsea fields, lurking about there till ten 
o'clock. Having put the children to bed, 
tke widow went into the kitchen,where her 
two maid-servants were finishing the day's 
TOrk. She had scarcely told them to go 
to bed when a knock was heard at the door. 
"Go," said she, to one of them ; but the 
?i'l besitated: the other was also unwilling 
'»see who came at so unseasonable an 
liour. "Foolish girls," said the mistress, 
'we will all go;" and taking each of them 
Jy tbe hand, she proceeded to open the 
ooor. A fierce and bearded banditti 

in, seized the terrified females, 
1 %reatened them with death. 

This gang afterwards proved to have 
consisted of ten Jews : Levi Weil (a Jew- 
ish physician), Asher Weil (his brother), 
Jacob Lazarus, and Solomon Porter, 
hanged; Lazarus Harry and Marcus 
Hartagli, acquitted for want of evidence ; 
Daniel Isaacs, admitted evidence; and 
Abraham Linevill, who absconded. 

Levi Weil had been educated in a rank 
above his accomplices. He had studied 
physic in the university of Leyden, where 
he was admitted to the degree of doctor in 
that faculty ; and then coming to England 
he practised ph3'sic in London, with no 
inconsiderable degree of success, and was 
always known by the name of Doctor 
Weil: but so destitute was he of princi- 
ple, and such was the depravity of his 
heart, that he determined to engage in 
the dangerous practice of robberv; and 

2 A 
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having formed this fatal resolution he 
wrote to Amsterdam, to some poor Jews, 
desiring them to come to England and 
assist him in his intended depredations 
on the public. The inconsiderate men no 
sooner received Weil's letter, than they pro- 
cured a passport from the English consul, 
and, embarking in the Harwich packet- 
boat, arrived in England. They lost no 
time in repairing to London; and imme- 
diately attending Dr. Weil, he informed 
them that his plan was, that they should 
go out in the day-time, and minutely sur- 
vey such houses near London as might 
probably afford a good booty in the night: 
this they did while pretending to purchase 
old clothes. 

Mrs. Hutchings was a female of some 
strength of body: she resisted the out- 
rage, and, finding the villains using one 
of the girls with immodest brutality, at- 
tempted to assist her; but the wicked 
doctor seized the mistress, and forced her 
to sit down upon a chair. He then pulled 
up part of her clothes, and held them 
over her head, with a view of preventing 
lier identifying the gaiig, threatening to 
mui'der her in case of farther resistance. 
Terrified into submission, she remained 
some time almost stifled, while his asso- 
ciates secured the other women. 

Five of them, headed by the doctor, 
then went up stairs; the others remaining 
to guard their prisoners, and to prevent 
the surprise of an alarm. They first en- 
tered the room where John and Thomas, 
the young 'sons of Mrs. Hutchings, were 
in bed. They threw off the bed-clothes, 
and happily the boys still slept. In this 
way they proceeded in the daughter's 
bed-room, and she also slept, and was 
thereby secure. 

From the children's room they pro- 
ceeded to the attic story, where John 
Slow and William Stone, two husband- 
men in the service of Mrs. Hutchings, 
were asleep : these unfortunate men they 
immediately determined to imu"der. The 
doctor aimed a blow at the breast of Stone, 
intended to kill him, but it only stunned 
him. Slow started up, and the villains 
cried, " Shoot him ! shoot him! " A pis- 
tol was fired—he fell, exclaiming, " Lord 
have mercy on me, I am murdered!" 
He was then dragged to the head of the 
stairs; while Stone, recovering his senses, 
jumped out of bed, and escaped to the 
xoof of the house, through the window. 

He was fired at, but without effect; and 
he was sought by the villains, calling an! 
threatening him, while he crouched bt- 
hind a chimney. 

They now descended, and the children 
yet slept. They returned to the woraeii, 
and plundered the house of plate anj 
everything valuable. Finding no money, 
they once more ferociously came to Mn, 
Hutchings, and demanded it, saying, tliev 
knew it was in the house. She gave tlieii 
her watch, and said she had no cash, when 
one of them struck her in the month ifiil 
a force that loosened her teeth; and, no« 
e.xpecting to be murdered, she was un- 
loosed, upon promise of showing them 
where her money was concealed. Sfe 
went up stairs, and gave them a pane, 
containing 64 guineas. With this, ani 
the other plunder, which they depositedii 
bags brought for the purpose, the villaini 
quitted the house. 

Mrs. Hutchings, finding they did m 
return, went to see how her servants liaJ 
been used. She found the maid-servant 
bound together; and no sooner had sk 
given them their liberty, than the woundfl 
man approached her, and said, "Howar* 
you, madam? for I am dying." Tliesi 
words were scarcely pronounced, wki 
he dropped on the floor; and havinj 
languished under the most excrucialiiij 
pain till the afternoon of the following 
day, he then expired, leaving behind liiii 
a wife and two children. 

The villains having effected an escape, 
remained undiscovered for a considerable 
time, till Daniel Isaacs, one of the gaij 
became the means of discovering l»s 
accomplices. Isaacs was one of those 
unhappy men who had been induced !• 
come from Holland in consequence of Di. 
Weil's letter; and being now reduced t« 
circumstances of distress, he appHeil m 
assistance to the elders of the Je«'i» 
synagogue. The treasurer, Mr. Myers 
refused Isaacs any immediate assistante; 
urging, as a reason, that he had acted im- 
properly in leaving Holland. 

A reward was offered from the Secretan 
of State's office, for the apprehension•! 
those concerned in the robbery and W"' 
der atMrs. Hutchings's; and this offer«» 
seconded by that of a much more con- 
siderable reward from the city of London. 
on which Isaacs, reduced by poverty,» 
tempted by the prospect of the reward, aw 
went to Mr. Myers, whom he maiie af 
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miainted with the whole of the shocking 
iraiisaction. Mr. Myers took Isaacs to 
Sir John Fielding's office, when lie was 
admitted an evidence against his accom- 
nlices, and six were soon apprehended ; 
tal tlie other made his escape. Though 
tlie villains, in order to disguise their 
Jeivish appearance, had shaved them- 
selves, and altered their dress, Mrs. 
Hiitchings singled them out, and swore 
to llieir persons. 

At the sessions held at the Old Bailey, 
ill the month of Decemher, 1771, Levi 
and Asher Weil, Hartagh, Lazarus, Por- 
ter, Harry, and Linevill (absent), were 
indicted for the felony and murder 'above 
mentioued; when the two named Weil, 
Lazarus, and Porter were capitally con- 
victed ; Hartagh and Harry were ac- 
quitted. These men, as is customary in 
all cases of murder, when it can be made 
convenient to the court, were tried on a 
Friday, and on the following day they 
were anathematized in the synagogue. 
As their e.xecution was to take place on 
tlie Monday following, one of the rabbles 
went to them in the press-yard of New- 
gale, and delivered to each of them a 
Hebrew book ; but declined attending 
tliem to the place of death, nor even 
prayed with them on his visit. 

Attheplace of execution, having prayed 
together, and sung a Hebrew hymn, they 
acre launched into eternity. 

. JONATHAN WILD. 

CHAPTER III. 
IsFoRMATioN being laid against Wild for 
llie rescue of Johnson, he judged it pru- 
dent to abscond, and he remained con- 
cealed for three weeks; at the end of 
which time, supposing danger to be over, 
lie returned home. Learning that Wild 
had returned, Mr. Jones, high-constable 
of Holborn division, went to his house in 
the Old Bailey, on the 15 th of February, 
b25, and apprehended him and Quilt 
Arnold, and took them before Sir John 
"yer, who committed them to Newgate, 
Dii a charge of having assisted in the 
escape of Johnson. 

On Wednesday, the 24th of the same 
Month, Wild moved to be either admitted 
to bail, or discharged, or brought to trial 
tlat sessions. On the following Friday a 
jwrant of detainer was produced against 
him in court, and to it was affixed certain 

articles of hiformation, of which a copy 
is subjoined. 

1. That for many years past he had 
been a confederate with great numbers of 
highwaymen, pickpockets, housebreakers, 
shoplifters, and other thieves. 

2. That he had formed a kind of cor- 
poration of thieves, of which he was the 
head or director; and, that notwithstand- 
ing his pretended services, in detecting 
and prosecuting offenders, he procured 
such only to be hanged as concealed their 
booty or refused to share it with him. 

3. That he] had divided the town and 
country into so many districts, and ap- 
pointed distinct gangs for each, who re- 
gularly accounted with him for their rob- 
beries. That he had also a particular set 
to steal at churches in time of divine ser- 
vice ; and likew'ise other moving detach- 
ments to attend at court on birth-days, 
balls, both houses of Parliament, circuits, 
country fairs, &c. 

4. That the persons employed by him 
were for the most part felon convicts, who 
had returned from transportation before 
the time for which they were transported 
was expired; and that he made choice 
of them to be agents, because they could 
not be legal evidences against him, and 
because he had it in his power to take 
from them what part of the stolen goods 
he thought fit, and otherwise use them 
ill, or hang them, as he pleased. 

5. That he had from time to time sup- 
plied such convicted felons with money 
and clothes, and lodged them in his own 
house, the better to conceal them; par- 
ticularl)' some, against whom there are 
now informations for counterfeiting and 
diminishing broad pieces and guineas. 

6. That he had not only been a re- 
ceiver of stolen goods, as well as of 
writings of all kinds, for nearly fifteen 
years past, but had frequently been a con- 
federate with the abovementioned con- 
victed felons in committing robberies. 

7. That, in order to carry on these vile 
practices, and to gain some credit with 
the ignorant multitude, he usually carried 
a short silver staff, as a badge of authority 
from the government, which he used to 
produce when he himself was concerned 
in any robbery. 

8. That he had, under his care and 
direction, several warehouses for receiv- 
ing and concealing stolen goods; and also 
a ship for carrying off jewels, watches. 
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and other valuable goods to Holland, 
where he had settled a superannuated 
thief for his factor. 

9. 'J'liat he kept in pay several artists to 
make alterations, and transform watches, 
seals, snuff-boxes, rings, and other valu- 
able things, that they might not be known; 
several of which he used to present to 
such persons as he thought might be of 
service to him. 

10. That he seldom or never helped the 
owners to the notes and papers they had 
lost, unless he found them able exactly to 
specify and describe them, and then often 
insisted on more than half the value. 

11. And, lastly, it appears that he has 
often sold human blood, by procuring 
false evidence to swear against persons 
for acts of which they were not guilty; 
sometimes to prevent them from being 
evidences against himself, and at other 
times for the sake of the great reward 
given by the government. 

The information of Mr. Jones was also 
read in court, setting forth that two per- 
sons would be produced to accuse the 
prisoner of capital offences. The men 
alluded to in the above affidavit were 
John Follard and Thomas Butler, who 
had been convicted; but it being deemed 
expedient to grant them a pardon, on 
condition of their appearing in support of 
a" prosecution against Wild, they pleaded 
to the same, and were remanded to New- 
gate till the next sessions. 

Saturday, the 12th of April, Wild by 
counsel moved that his trial might be 
postponed till the ensuing sessions; and 
an affidavit made by the prisoner was 
read in court, purporting, that till the 
preceding evening he was entirely igno- 
rant of a bill having been found against 
him; that he knew not what offence was 
charged against him; and was unable to 
procure two material witnesses, one of 
them living near Brentford, and the other 
in Somersetshire. This was opposed by 
the counsel for the crown, who urged, that 
it would be improper to defer the trial on 
so frivolous a pretext as that made by the 
prisoner; that the affidavit expressed an 
ignorance of what offence he was charged 
with, and yet declared that two nameless 
persons were material witnesses. 

The prisoner informed the court that 
his witnesses were Hays, at the Pack- 
horse on Turnham Green, and Wil- 
son, a clothier at Frome; adding, that he 

had heard it slightly intimated that!« 
was indicted for a felony upon a penoi 
named Stretham. Wild's counsel niovej 
that the names of Hays and Wilson mi* 
be inserted in the affidavit, and that ii 
should be again sworn to by the prisoner, 

The counsel for the prosecution ol- 
served, that justice would not be denial 
the prisoner, though it could not be tta- 
sonably expected that he would be allonel 
any extraordinary favours or indulgences, 
Follard and Butler were at length bouni 
each in the penalty of 5001. to appear al 
the ensuing sessions, when it was agreeJ 
that Wild's fate should be determined. 

On Saturday, the 1.5th of May, ]72i, 
Jonathan Wild was indicted for privatelj 
stealing in the house of Catherine Stre- 
tham, in the parish of St. Andrew, Hoi- 
born, fifty yards of lace, the property of 
the said Catherine, on the 22d of Jani- 
ary, 1724-5. He was a second time in- 
dicted for feloniously receiving of tb 
said Catherine, on the 10th of Marcl, 
10 guineas on account, under pretem 
of restoring the said lace, without appre- 
ending the felon who stole the property. 

Previous to his trial. Wild distribiiteJ 
among the jurymen, and other person! 
who were walking on the leads of tin 
court, a great number of printed papen, 
under the title of " A List of Persons dis- 
covered, apprehended, and convicted ol 
several Robberies on the Highway; anJ 
also for Burglary and Housebreaking; 
and also for returning from Transporta- 
tion; by Jonathan Wild." This list con- 
tained the names of thirty-five for robbiij 
on the highway; twenty-two for honst- 
breaking ; and ten for returning fr«» 
transportation. To the list was annaei 
the following 

" Nota Jiene. Several others have beta 
also convicted for the like crimes; bnl, 
remembering not the persons' names m' 
had been robbed, I omit the criminals' 
names. 

" Please to observe, that several othen 
have been also convicted for shopliftn} 
picking of pockets, &c., by the female stii 
which are capital crimes, and which«" 
too tedious to be inserted here, and tif 
prosecutors not willing to be exposed. 

" In regard therefore of the numb«B 
above convicted, some that have yet ^ 
caped justice are endeavouring to taii 
away the life of the said 

" JONATHAN WIM- 
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Tlie prisoner, on being put to the bar, 

reoiiested that the witnesses might be ex- 
amined apart, which was complied with. 

Henry Kelly deposed, that by the pri- 
soner's direction he went, in company 
with Margaret Murphy, to the prosecu- 
lor's shop under pretence of buying some 
lace; that he stole a tin box, and gave it 
to Murphy in order to deliver to Wild, 
wio waited in the street for the purpose 
of receiving the plunder, and rescuing 
them if they should be taken into cus- 
tody; that they returned together to 
Wild's house, where the box was opened, 
and it contained eleven pieces of lace; 
that Wild said he could afford no more 
than 5 guineas, as he should not be able 
to get more than 10 guineas for returning 
the goods to the owner; that he received 
as Ms share 3 guineas and a crown, and 
lliat Murphy had what remained of the 
5 guineas. 

Margaret Murphy was next sworn, and 
her evidence corresponded in every par- 
ticular with that of Kelly. This witness 
(Murphy) was executed on the 27th of 
March, 1728, for stealing plate. 

Catherine Stretham the elder deposed, 
ikat between three and four in the after- 
noon of the said 22d of January, a man 
and woman came to her house pretending 
tlat they wanted to purchase some lace; 
ikat she showed them two or three par- 
tels, to the quality and price of which 
they objected; and that in about three 
lours after ;they had left the shop, she 
missed a tin box containing a quantity of 
lice, estimated at 501. value. 

Tte prisoner's counsel observed, that it 
w their opinion he could not be legally 
convicted, because the indictment posi- 
tively expressed that he stole the lace in 
»e house, whereas it had been proved in 
nidence that he was at a considerable 
fetance when the fact was committed. 
«ey admitted that he might be liable to 
Mnriction as an accessary before the fact, 
»f guilty of receiving the property know- 
'"git to be stolen; but conceived that he 
"Hid not be deemed guilty of a capital 
elony unless the indictment declared (as 
"« act directs) that he did assist, com- 
""i, or hire. 
,wd Raymond presided when Wild was 

"•; and in summing up the evidence 
"lordship observed, that the guilt of 

° prisoner was a point beyond dispute ; 
""" as a similar case was not to be 

found in the law-books, it became hia 
duty to act with great caution. He was 
not satisfied that the construction urged 
by the counsel for the crown could be 
put upon the indictment, and, as the life 
of a fellow-creature was at stake, recom- 
mended the prisoner to the mercy of the 
jury, who brought in their verdict—^Not 
guilty. 

Jonathan was then indicted a second 
time for an offence during his confine- 
ment in Newgate. The indictment being 
opened by the counsel for the crown, the 
following clause in an act passed in the 
4th George I. was ordered to be read: 

" And whereas there are divers persons 
who have secret acquaintance with felons, 
and who make it their business to help 
persons to their stolen goods, and by that 
means gain money from them, which is 
divided between them and the felons, 
whereby they greatly encourage such of- 
fenders: be it enacted, by the authority 
aforesaid, that whenever any person taketh 
money or reward, directly or indirectly, 
under pretence or upon account of help- 
ing any person or persons to any stolen 
goods or chattels, every such person so 
taking money or reward as aforesaid (un- 
less such person do apprehend, or cause 
to be apprehended, such felon who stole 
the same, and give evidence against him) 
shall be guilty of felony, according to the 
nature of the felony committed in stealing 
goods, and in such and the' same manner 
as if such offender had stolen such goods 
and chattels, in the manner, and with 
such circumstances, as the same were 
stolen." 

Catherine Stretham deposed to the fol- 
lowing effect: " A box of lace being stolen 
out of my shop on the 22d of January, I 
went in the evening of the same day to 
the prisoner's house, in order to employ 
hiin in recovering the goods; but not 
finding him at home I advertised them, 
offering a reward of 15 guineas, and say- 
ing no questions should be asked. The 
advertisement proved ineffectual: I there- 
fore went again to the prisoner's house, 
and by his desire gave the best descrip- 
tion that I was able of the persons I sus- 
pected to be the robbers; and promising 
to make inquiry after my property, he 
desired me to call again in two or three 
days. I attended him a second time, 
when ho informed me that he had learnt 
something concerning my goods, and ex- 
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pected more particular information in a 
short time. During this conversation we 
were joined by a man who said he had 
reason to suspect that one Kelly, who had 
been tried for circulating plaited shillings, 
was concerned in stealing the lace. I 
went to the prisoner again on the day he 
was apprehended, and informed him that 
though I had advertised a reward of no 
more than 15, I would give 20 or 25 gui- 
neas, rather than not recover my property; 
upon which he desired me not to be in too 
great a hurry, and said the people who 
had the lace were gone out of town, but 
that he would contrive to foment a dis- 
agreement between them, by which means 
he should be enabled to recover the goods 
on more easy terms. He sent me word 
on the 10th of March, that if I would 
attend him in Newgate, and bring 10 
guineas with me, the goods should be 
returned. I went to the prisoner," who 
desired a person to call a porter, and then 
gave me a letter, saying it was the direc- 
tion he had received where to apply for 
the lace. I told him I could not read, 
and gave the letter to the man he had 
sent for, who appeared to be a ticket-por- 
ter. The prisoner then told me I must 
give the porter 10 guineas, that he might 
pay the people who had my goods, other- 
wise they would not return them. I gave 
the money, and the man went out of the 
prison; but in a short time he returned 
with a box sealed up: though it was not 
the box I lost, I opened it, and found all 
my lace, excepting one piece. I asked 
the prisoner what satisfaction he expected, 
and he answered,' Not a farthing; I have 
no interested views in matters of this kind, 
but act from a principle of serving people 
under misfortune. I hope I shall soon 
be able to recover the other piece of lace, 
and to return you the 10 guineas, and 
perhaps cause the thief to be apprehended. 
For the service I can render you I shall 
only expect your prayers. I have many 
enemies, and know not what will be the 
consequence of this imprisonment.'" 

The prisoner's counsel argued, that as 
Murphy had deposed that Wild, Kelly, 
and herself were concerned in the felony, 
the former could by no means be con- 
sidered as coming within the description 
of the act on which the indictment was 
founded; for the act in question was not 
meant to operate against the actual per- 
petrators of felony, but to subject such 

persons to punishment as held a cotre- 
spondence with felons. 

The counsel for the crown observed 
that from the evidence adduced, no douli 
could remain of the prisoner's comin« 
under the meaning of the act, since ii 
had been proved that he had engaged in 
combinations with felons, and had not 
discovered them. 

The judge recapitulated the arguments 
enforced on each side, and was of opinioi 
that the case of the prisoner was cleail; 
within the meaning of the. act; for it was 
plain that he had maintained a secret 
correspondence with felons, and receiieJ 
money for restoring stolen goods to tlii 
owners, which money was divided be- 
tween him and the felons, whom he Si 
not prosecute. The jury prouoimced liiin 
guilty, and he was executed at Tybnn 
on Monday, the 24th of May, 1725, mil 
Robert Harpham, who had been coiivii 
of coining base money. 

When under sentence of death IVilJ 
frequently declared that he thought tk 
service he had rendered the public, in 
returning the stolen goods to the owneti, 
and apprehending felons, was so great, as 
justly to entitle him to the royal mercy. 
He said, that had he considered his casi 
as being desperate he should have taktp 
timely measures for inducing some po» 
ful friends at Wolverhampton to interceii 
in his favour; and that he thought it not 
unreasonable to entertain hopes of obtaii- 
ing a pardon through the interest of SOB 
of the dukes, earls, and other persoii 
of high distinction, who had recovetnl 
their property through his means. ItM 
remarked to him, that he had trainedij 
a great number of thieves, and mustln 
conscious that he had not enforced tli 
execution of the law from any primijl' 
of virtue, but had sacrificed the lives 
great number of his accomplices in ( 
to provide for his own safety, and to gn 
tify his desire of revenge upon those w 
had incurred his displeasure. 

He was observed to be in an unset 
state of mind, and upon being asked»» 
ther he knew the cause thereof, he* 
he attributed his disorder to the Bin! 
wounds he had received in apprehen"! 
felons, and particularly mentioned«' 
fractures of his skull, and his throat beii| 
cut by Blueskin. 

He declined attending divine setvi«« 
the chapel, excusing himself on ace* 
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of Ids infirmities, and saying, that there 
„ere many people highly exasperated 
against him, and therefore he could not 
expect but that his devotions would be 
interrupted by their insulting behaviour. 
He said he had fasted four days, which 
kd greatly increased his weakness. He 
Bsked the ordinary the meaning of the 
words, " Cursed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree," and what was the state of the 
soul immediately after its departure from 
the body 1 He was advised to direct his 
attention to matters of more importance, 
and sincerely repent of the crimes he had 
committed. 

By his desire the ordinary administered 
the sacrament  to  him,  and during the 
ceremony he appeared to be somewhat 
attentive and devout.    The evening pre- 
ceding the day on which he suffered, he 
inquired of the  ordinary  whether  self- 
murder could be deemed a crime, since 
many of the Greeks and Romans, who 
had put a period to their own lives, were 
so honourably mentioned by historians. 
He was informed, that the most wise and 
learned Heathens accounted those guilty 
of the greatest cowardice,   who had not 
fortitude sufficient to maintain themselves 
in the station to which they had  been 
appointed by the Providence of Heaven; 
and tliat the Christian doctrine condemned 
iiiioide in the most express terms. 

He pretended to be convinced that self- 
miitder was a most impious crime; but 
'bout two o'clock  in   the   morning  he 
endeavoured to put an end to his life by 
irinking laudanum :  on account of the 
lugeness of the dose, however,  and his 
wing fasted a considerable time, no other 
'«t was produced than drowsiness or a 
•d of stupefaction.    The  situation  of 
»ild being observed by two of his fellow- 
P'iioners, they advised him to rouse his 
spirits, that he might be able to attend to 
« devotional exercises ; and taking him 
•!. the arms they obliged him to walk, 
'fell he could not have done alone, being 
*cli afflicted with the gout.    The exer- 
"»revived him a little, but he presently 
wame exceedingly pale, then grew very 
'""! a profuse  sweating ensued,  and 
*» afterwards his stomach discharged 
« greatest part of the laudanum. Though 
''Was somewhat recovered, he was nearly 
'"'state of insensibility,  and in  this 
"««ioii he was put into the cart and 
*-«yed to Tyburn. 

ierviti' 
ace* 

183 
In his way to the place of execution, 

the populace treated this offender with 
remarkable severity, incessantly pelting 
him with stones, dirt, &c., and execrating 
him as the most consummate villain that 
had ever disgraced human nature. 

Upon his arrival at Tyburn, he appeared 
to be much recovered from the effects of 
the laudanum; and the executioner in- 
formed him that a reasonable time would 
he allowed him for preparing himself for 
the important change that he must soon 
experience. He continued sitting some 
time in the cart; but the populace were 
at length so enraged at the indulgence 
shown him, that they outrageously called 
to the executioner to perform the duties of 
his office, violently threatening him with 
instant death if he presumed any longer 
to delay. He judged it prudent to com- 
ply with their demands, and when he 
began to prepare for the execution the 
popular clamour ceased; and he was ush- 
ered off, no soul lamenting his fate. 

About two o'clock on the following 
morning, the remains of Wild were in- 
terred in St. Pancras church-yard; but 
a few nights afterwards the body was 
taken up, it was supposed, for the use of 
the surgeons. At midnight, a hearse and 
six waited at the end of Fig Lane, where 
the coffin was found the next day. 

Wild had by his legal wife, whom he 
married at Wolverhampton, a son, who 
came to London a short time before the 
execution of his father, at which time he 
was about nineteen years of age. He 
was a youth of so violent and ungovern- 
able a disposition, that it was judged pru- 
dent to confine him while his father was 
conveyed to Tyburn, lest he should create 
a tumult, and prove the cause of mischief 
among the populace. Soon after the 
death of his father, he accepted a sum of 
money to become a servant in one of our 
plantations. 

Besides the woman to whom he was 
married at Wolverhampton, five others 
subsequently lived with him at different 
periods under the pretended sanction of 
matrimony : the first was Mary Milliner; 
the second, Judith Nun, by whom he had 
a daugbter; the third, Sarah Gregson, 
alias Perrin; the fourth, Elizabeth Mann, 
who cohabited with him above five years; 
the fifth, whose real name is uncertain, 
married some time after the death of her 
burly Jonathan. 
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History can scarcely furnish another 
inetance of such complicated villany as 
was shown in the character of Jonathan 
Wild, who possessed abilities which, had 
they been properly cultivated, and directed 
into a right course, would have rendered 
him a respectable and useful member of 
society; but it is to be lamented, that the 
profligate turn of mind that distinguished 
him in the early part of his life, disposed 
him to adopt the maxims of those aban- 
doned people with whom he obtained an 
acquaintance. To their influence must be 
attributed his subsequent fatal progress. 

During his apprenticeship Wild was 
observed to be fond of reading; but, as 
his resources would not admit of his pur- 
chasing books, his reading was confined 
to such as casually fell in his way; and 
they \infortunately happened to contain 
those abominable doctrines to which thou- 
sands have owed their ruin, and against 
tlie fallacies of which few having imbibed 
them have the candour to read or hear 
any arguments which may be advanced. 
In short. Wild in his youth entertained 
the principles of Deism and Atheism, with 
their attendant train of evils; and to the 
sentiments thus early contracted he perti- 
naciously adhered, amidst frequent and 
complicated doubts and fears, till near 
the period of his dissolution. 

Rich treatises, if at all voluminous,were 
formerly beyond the reach of persons in 
the humbler walks of life; but the great 
encouragement given in our own day to 
the publication of weekly numbers has so 
liberally snflTused the streams of know- 
ledge, that but few even of the lower ranks 
of the community can be sensible of any 
impediment to the laudable acquirement 
of some degree, at least, of useful and 
entertaining information. 

Wild trained up and instructed his fol- 
lowers in the practice of villany, planning 
measures and suggesting cases for their 
pursuit; and when they became objects 
of his dis])leasure be laboured, with unre- 
mitting assiduitj', to procure their deaths : 
thus did his temporal and private interest 
seek gratification at the expense of every 
religious and moral obligation. But there 
is a principle implanted in our nature that 
will exert itself when we are approaching 
to a state of dissolution, and impress our 
minds with a full conviction of the exist- 
ence of an eternal God, who will reward 
or punish us according to our deserts; 

and thus it happened to the laisetallt 
Atheist of these pages, who, when heliil 
relinquished the hope of survivinir tl; 
sentence of the law, anxiously inquitd 
into the meaning of several passage! ol 
Scripture, and concerning the intent 
diate state of the souk The horrors otii 
guilt rushed upon his conscience ivilli a 
irresistible force, and reflection becjut 
intolerable — this punishment was greatj 
than he could bear; and, instead of seei- 
ing repentance and remission of liis siii 
he employed his last moments, tlioiijS 
somewhat enlightened by reason, in mi 
tating the means of committing suicide- 
self-destruction he had certainly broujli: 
upon himself, though he died at the limii 
of the executioner. 

As a sequel to this notorious clnntl 
a brief detail will be given in a tun 
number of one or two swindling tn 
tions of a late individual, who 11 1 
aptly  termed  " THE  ROYAL Jo\ti 
WILD;" the being of whom a wie ' 
parasite had the gross and impioub t 
foonery to say,  " The king can do i 
wrong! " at a time, too, when a brok 
hearted wife was the victim of is W 
a persecution as ever disgraced hmu. 
nature.    It is right that the real cbarat 
of a prince should be known, cspecii 
when he has been represented as thepf 
sessor of every virtue, as the doer of tw 
good  and perfect  work!    Besides, *; 
work is a special record of criminal ej 
racters; and it is therefore the duty of i" 
conductor  to  porti-iiy the hardened »: 
profligate vices of a prince as of apeasui 
Indeed, the commission of the peasBOlj 
crime by him who is clothed in pn'f; 
and  fine  linen,  and fares  sumptim* 
every day, is increased in flagrant niiji- 
tude perhaps a thousandfold.   A potts 
will be pr-esented. 

As a farther sequel, an account iviH' 
given in future pages of our wortol' 
whole nest of thief makers and ta» 
who were for the most part a^, 
and punished in accordance withtji'*' 

SEW NEW 

N?2^ 

ter of the law, about thirty years ate* 
close of Wild's detestable career of»» 
and ignominy 
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ANNALS OF CRIME; 
OR, 

\EW NEWGATE CALENDAR, AND GENERAL RECORD OF TRAGIC EVENTS, INCLUDING 
ANCIENT AND MODERN MODES OF TORTURE, ETC. 

N?24. AUGUST  lO,  1836. PRICK 
ONE PENNY. 

THE CRUELTY OF GOVERNOR PICTON. 

[AI'I'LICATION  OF  THE  TORTURE  CALLED  riCKETINO.] 

tuoMAs PicTON, Esq., late Governor of 
Trinidad, was convicted on the 24th of 
february, 1806, of applying a most cruel 
tauve, in order to extort confession from 
'presumed culprit. The indictment on 
I'Mch he was brought to trial charged 
liim with inflicting a certain torture, in 
jjaer to extort confession from Louisa 
Wiieron, one'of his Majesty's subjects 
« the island of Trinidad, in the West 
'Baies. 

Mr. Garrow rose to address the jury, 
'"a said, that the duty had devolved on 
"'•. by the removal of a learned gentle- 
"•an [Mr. Erskine, who was retained as 
Wing counsel for the crown, and, a 
, " ''"le before the trial, was appointed 
*» High Chancellor of England] from 
"IS court to an exalted station; which 
"Piived them of the advantage of his 

greater abilities, to lay before them a 
statement of the singular and liorrid 
transaction which was the subject of tliis 
prosecution; and although he should ac- 
quit liimself zealously of the obligation to 
bring to light and condign punishment 
an offence so flagrant as that charged 
upon the defendant, yet much more happy 
would he be to find that there was no 
ground upon which the charge could be 
supported, and that the Britisli character 
was not stained by the adoption of so 
cruel a measure as that alleged in tlii.? 
prosecution. " The island of Trinidad," 
said Mr. Garrow, " surrendered to that 
illustrious character Sir Ralph Abercrom- 
bie, whose name will ever invite gratitude 
and admiration, in the year 1797; and 
he entered into a stipulation, by which 
he conceded to the inhabitants the con- 

2 B 
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tinuance of their laws, and appointed a 
new governor until his Majesty's pleasure 
should be known, or, in other words, until 
the King of England, in his paternal 
character, should extend to this new ac- 
quisition to his empire all the sacred pri- 
vileges of the laws of England. I have 
the authority of the defendant himself for 
stating, that the system of jurisprudence 
adopted under the Spanish monarch, for 
his colonial establishments, were benig- 
nant and adapted to the protection of the 
subject, previous to the surrender of this 
island to the British arms. In December, 
1801, when this crime was perpetrated, 
Louisa Calderon was of the tender age 
of ten or eleven years. At that early 
period, she had been induced to live with 
a person of the name of Pedro Ruiz, as 
his mistress; and, altliough it appears to 
us very singular that she should sustain 
such a situation at that time of life, yet 
it was a fact that in this climate women 
eften become mothers at twelve years of 
age, and were in a state of concubinage if, 
from their condition, they could not form 
a more honourable connexion. While she 
lived with Ruiz, she was accused of an 
intrigue with Carlos Gonzalez, the pre- 
tended friend of the former, who robbed 
him of a quantity of dollars. Gonzalez 
was apprehended, and she also, as some 
suspicion fell upon her, in consequence 
of the affair. She was taken before the 
justice, as we, in our language, should 
denominate him, and in his presence she 
denied having any concern in the busi- 
ness. The magistrate felt that his powers 
were at an end; and whether the object 
of her denial were to protect herself or 
her friend, is not material to the question 
before you. The extent of his authority 
being thus limited, this officer of justice 
resorted to General Picton; and I have 
to produce, in the hand-writing of the 
defendant, this bloody sentence—' Inflict 
the torture upon Louisa Calderon.' You 
will believe there was no delay in pro- 
ceeding to its execution. The girl was 
informed in the gaol, that if she did not 
confess she would be subjected to the tor- 
ture ; that under the process she might 
probably lose her limbs or her life, but 
the calamity would be on her own head, 
for if she would confess she would not be 
required to endure it. While her mind 
was in the state of agitation this notice 
produced, her fears were aggravated by 

the introduction of two or three negrejsd 
into her prison, who were to suffer imJe, 
the same experiment for witchcraft, n 
the means of extorting confession fton 
them. In this situation of alarm ail 
horror, the young woman persisted in ki 
innocence; the punishment was inflic^ 
improperly called picketing, whicli ii i 
military punishment, perfectly distinti: 
this is not picketing, but the torture. Ii 
is true, the soldier, exposed to this, fc 
stand with his foot on a picket, or slian 
piece of wood, but, in mercy to him, i 
means of reposing is afforded, on lit 
rotundus major, or interior of the am. 
This practice, I hope, will not in futiiii 
be called ' Picketing,' but ' Pictoninj 
that it may be recognized by the dreai- 
ful appellation which belongs to it. He 
position may be easily described: tk 
great toe was lodged upon a sharp piet» 
of wood, while the opposite wrist was iiit 
pended in a pulley, and the other haii! 
and foot were lashed together. Anolliit 
time the horrid ceremony was repealel, 
with this difference, that her feet WK 
changed." [The learned counsel hen 
produced a drawing in water colours, ii 
which the situations of the sufferer, ail 
the magistrate, executioner, and secretat;. 
were described. He then proceeded- 
" It appears to me, that the case, on tli! 
part of the prosecution, will be compltli 
when these facts are established in evi 
dence; but I am to be told, that tkoiijl 
the highest authority in this country coiiH 
not practise this on the humblest indivi- 
dual, yet, by the laws of Spain, it can It 
perpetrated in the island of Trinidad. I 
should venture to assert, that if it w" 
written in characters impossible to be un- 
derstood, that if it were the acknowledge 
law of Trinidad, it could be no justiiie- 
tion of a British governor. Nothing couH 
vindicate such a person, but the lawol 
imperious necessity, to which all *'^ 
submit. It was his duty to impress upoi 
the minds of the people of that color;, 
the great advantages they would denn 
from the benign influence of British ]«» 
prudence ; and that, in consequence •! 
being received within the pale of * 
government, torture would be for CVB 
banished from the island. It is, tli* 
fore, not sufficient for him to estaW' 
this sort of apology; it is required of»'» 
to show that he complied with the in''' 
tutions under the circumstances of iW' 
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sislaUe necessity. This governor ouglit 
io have been aware, that the torture is 
not known in England; and that it never 
till be, never can be, tolerated in this 
ooimtry. The trial by rack is utterly un- 
known to the law of England, though 
once when the Dukes of Exeter and 
Suffolk, and other ministers of Henry the 
Sixth, had laid a design to introduce the 
civil law into this kingdom, as the rule of 
government, for a beginning thereof they 
erected a rack for torture,which was called 
in derision the Duke of Exeter's daughter, 
and still remains in the Tower of London, 
iihere it was occasionally used as an en- 
gine of state, not of law, more than once 
in the reign of Queen Ehzabeth. But 
«lieii, upon the assassination of Villiers, 
Duke of Buckingham, by Felton, it was 
proposed in the Privy Council to put the 
issassiu to the rack, in order to discover 
Ms accomplices, the judges, being con- 
sulted, declared unanimously, to their own 
honour, and the honour of the English 
law, that no such proceeding was allow- 
able 1))' the laws of England. Such are 
lie observations of the elegant and learned 
author of the Commentaries of the Law 
of England on this subject; and as the 
strongest method of showing the horror 
of the practice, he gives this question in 
llieform of an arithmetical problem: ' The 
strength of the muscles and the sensibility 
of the nerves being given, it is required 
to know what degree of pain would be 
necessary to make any particular indivi- 
dual confess his guilt.' But what are we 
to say to this man, who, so far from hav- 
ing found torture in practice under the 
lorraer governors, has attached to himself 
'le infamy of having invented this instru- 
r«ent of cruelty? Like the Duke of Exe- 
ter's daughter, it never had existence until 
llic defendant cursed the island with its 
ra'roduction. I have incontestible evi- 
"ence to show this ingenuity of tyranny 
'II«British governor; and the moment I 
produce the sanguinary order, the man is 
Wt absolutely without defence. The date 
• this transaction is removed at some 
''Stance. It was directed that a commis- 
»n should conduct the affairs of the 
8»yernment, and among the persons ap- 
pointed to this important situation was 
*nel Fullarton. In the exercise of 
• duties in that situation, he attained 

e knowledge of these facts; and with 
" "ifotmation, he thought it incumbent 

18t 
on him to bring this defendant before 
you; and with the defendant, I shall pro- 
duce the victim of this enormity, whom, 
from the accident of my being conducted 
into a room by mistake, I have myself 
seen. She will be presented before you, 
and you will learn she at this moment 
bears upon her the marks of the barbarity 
of the defendant. In due time you will 
hear what my excellent and amiable friend 
near me has to offer in behalf of his client: 
I state the case at present with full con- 
fidence in your verdict; I ask nothing 
from your passions; nothing but justice 
do I i-equire, and I have no doubt at the 
end of this trial that you will be found to 
have faithfully exercised your important 
duty." 

Louisa Calderon was then called. She 
appeared about eighteen years of age, of 
a very interesting countenance, being a 
Mulatto or Creole, of a very genteel ap- 
pearance. She was dressed in white, with 
a turban of white muslin, tied on in the 
custom of the country. Her person was 
slender and graceful. She spoke English 
but indifferently; and was examined ;by 
Mr. Adam, through the medium of a 
Spanish interpreter. She deposed, that 
she resided in the island of Trinidad in 
the year 1798, and lived in the house of 
Don Pedro Ruiz, and remembered the rob- 
bery. She and her mother were taken up 
on suspicion, and brought before Governor 
Picton, who committed tliem to prison, 
under the escort of three soldiers: she 
was put under close confinement; and 
before she was taken there the governor 
said, if she did not confess who had stolen 
the money the hangman would have to 
deal with her. She knew Beggarratj the 
magistrate; or lord mayor. He came to 
the ])rison, and examined her on the sub- 
ject of the robbery many times, and on 
different days. De Castro, the clerk of 
the magistrate, also attended, and took 
down her depositions. She was then car- 
ried to the room where the torture was 
prepared. Here her left hand was tied 
up to the ceiling by a rope, with a pulley; 
her right hand was tied behind, so that 
her right foot and hand came in contact, 
while the extremity of her left foot rested 
on the wooden spike. 

A drawing, representing the exact situa- 
tion, with the negro holding the rope by 
which she was suspended, was then shown 
to her; when she gave a shudder, expres- 
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sive of horror, which nothing but the most 
painful recollection of her situation could 
have excited; on which 

Mr. GaiTow expressed his concern, that 
his lordship was not in a position to wit- 
ness this accidental but conclusive evi- 
dence of the fact. 

Loi-d EUenborough objected to the ex- 
hibition of this drawing to the jury, until 
Mr. Dallas, on the part of his client, per- 
mitted it to be shown to them. 

The examination then proceeded, and 
the remainder of Louisa Calderon's evi- 
dence corroborated the statement of Mr. 
Garrow. She remained upon the spike, 
on the first occasion, three quarters of 
an hour, and the next day twenty-two 
minutes. She swooned away each time 
before being taken down, and was then put 
into irons, called the grillos, which were 
long pieces of iron, with two rings for the 
feet, fastened to the wall; and in this 
situation she remained eight months. A 
drawing of this instrument was also pro- 
duced, which the witness said was an 
exact representation. The effect of the 
picket was excruciating pain; her wrists 
and ankles were much swollen; and the 
former bore the marks to the present day. 
In reply to a question by Lord Ellen- 
borough, she said her feet were without 
shoes and stockings. 

The gaoler (Bullo), the magistrate 
Francisco de Castro, and Rafael (an al- 
guazil),with the executioner, were present 
at these picketings. 

Don Rafael Shando also, assisted by 
the interpreter, said, that he was an al- 
guazil, in the island of Trinidad, in the 
year 1801; that he returned from the 
interior of the country on the 22d of 
December and saw Louisa Calderon in 
gaol; that they were then giving her a 
glass of water, after bringing her down 
from the torture. She was supporting 
herself on a table; it was about seven 
o'clock in the evening. Beggerrat desired 
witness to bring Carlos Gonzalez up, and 
told her she must repeat to Carlos what 
she had said to him. After this inter- 
view, at which nothing transpired, she 
was instantly put into the grilles, and in 
the same room in which she had suffered 
the torture. The apartment was like a 
garret, with sloping sides, and the grilles 
were so placed that, by the lowness of 
the room, she could by no means raise 
herself up during the eight months  of 

her confinement.    On the 23d of Dcctn. 
ber she was again put to the torture It 
tween eleven and twelve in the mornnf. 
and she remained in this situation fj 
twenty-two minutes by tlie watch. \ 
witness here examined the drawing, ani 
described the position much in the vs 
it had been before represented, and tin- 
added— She fainted twice in liis anus 
Beggerrat sent vinegar to the execution!; 
to administer to her in this situatioi 
There was no advocate appointed to a; 
tend on her behalf, and no surgeon i; 
assist her. No one but a negro, beloii 
ing to Bullo, the gaoler, to pull the ropt 
As soon as she was taken down, she«« 
put into the grillos. The witness had sea 
her sister bring her victuals, but neve 
noticed the admission of her sister or It 
friend into the gaol. The witness Id 
been four or five years in the post t 
alguazil. He never knew the tortii. 
inflicted in the island until the arrio: 
of the defendant. There had been i: 
instrument for the purpose. The fc 
he saw was in the barracks among Ik 
soldiers. Before the torture of Louia 
Calderon, the instrument had hecn it 
troduced into the gaol about six montli. 
The first person he saw tortured inTriii- 
dad was by directions of the defenjail 
who said to the gaoler, " Go and felel 
the black man to the picket-guard, u 
put him to the torture." After the eifk 
months confinement, both Carlos aii 
Louisa were discharged. 

On his cross-examination by Mr. Laii 
he said, that Carlos was discharged attl; 
time the judge ordered him to bringlk 
money ; that he went from the island, k 
did not know by whose orders, and tlf. 
he took his passage to Margaritta. 

Don Juan Montes said he was f& 
acquainted with the hand-writing ot lli 
defendant: he proved the documentcoi- 
taining the order of the torture, wHcS 
was thus expressed— 

" Appliquez la question a Louise Cs 
deron." [Apply the torture to Lo"S 
Calderon.] " THOMAS PICTO.V.'^ 

After some observations from Mr.W 
las, which were answered by Mr. Garro'. 
the Lord Chief Justice ruled that * 
application of the alcade Beggerrat,** 
led to the issue of this order, sliould k 
read to the court. 

Mr. Lowton then read the represent!- 
tion of this officer,  advising that slij* 

\ 
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torture should be applied, stating that his 
own autliority was incompetent to do it 
iiilhout the order of the governor, and 
giving the result of the proceedings in the 
course of the examinations Louisa Calde- 
ron had undergone. This instrument was 
countersigned by Francisco de Castro. 

Don Juan Monies said, he had known 
the island of Trinidad since the year 17i)3. 
The torture was never introduced until 
after the conquest of the island, and was 
then practised by order of the defendant: 
itivas first used with the military in 1799,^ 
and two years afterwards in the gaol. 

Mr. Garrow then intimated to the court 
that he had many more witnesses to these 
facts, but he did not think it necessary to 
waste the time of the court with any more 
of them. 

Lord Ellenborough agreed with the 
counsel for the prosecution, that the evi- 
dence was sufficient on these points. 

Mr. Dallas, for the defendant, rested 
liis defence upon the ground—First, That 
by the laws of Spain, in the present iii- 
itance, torture was directed; and being 
hound to administer those laws, his client 
was justified in its application. Secondly, 
That the order for the torture, if not un- 
lawfully, was not maliciously, issued. 
Thirdly, That if it were unlawful, yet, if 
the order were erroneously or mistakenly 
issued it is a complete answer to a crimi- 
nal charge.—The learned counsel entered 
at considerable length into these positions, 
and compared the law of Spain as it pre- 
vailed in Trinidad, with the law of Eng- 
•d as it subsisted in some of our own 
islands; contending, that the conduct of 
General Picton was true gentleness and 
humanity compared to what might be 
practised with impunity under the British 
jovernment. 

After a long interlocutory discussion, 
wcral items of the examination taken on 
'he island for the purpose of this cause 
"ffe read by the clerk of the court. 

fue next testimony adduced was that 
• Mr. Glocester, the attorney-general of 
Ills Majesty in the island, who deposed to 
jhe authenticity of several books on the 
ws of the island, among which were the 
tlisondo, the Curia Philippica, the Boba- 
*, the Colom, and the Recopila9ion 
JB Leys. Various passages in these 
woks were then referred to and trans- 
•o. for the purpose of showing that 
Wure was not only permitted in certain 

cases, but in the particular instance before 
the jury. 

Mr. Garrow was then allowed to call a 
witness, to show that, however such a law 
might at any time have existed, or might 
still exist, in Spain, it did not prevail in 
those West Indian colonies which were 
under that dominion.   To this end, 

Don Pedro de Vargass was sworn: ho 
deposed, that during the early part of his 
life he had been regularly initiated and 
admitted to the office of an advocate at 
the Spanish law-courts in the colonies; 
that he had practised, after his admission, 
in the regular course, for two years, and 
had resided, for a shorter or more exten- 
sive period, at five or si.K of the West 
Indian islands, in the pursuit of his pro- 
fession ; and that, according to his know- 
ledge of the Book of Recapitulation, by 
which the laws are administered, there 
was nothing contained in it to justify the 
infliction of torture, nor was torture, to 
his knowledge, ever-resorted to. He liad 
not ever seen or heard of instruments for 
torture being kept in the gaols or else- 
where. 

In reply to a question, " Do you know 
of any existing Spanish law whatever, 
which warrants the application of tor- 
ment?" he said, there was a law of Old 
Castile, of the year 1260, which justified 
it in certain cases; but he never under- 
stood it extended to the West Indian 
colonies: and it had long been so abhor- 
rent in Spain that, if not repealed, it was 
fallen entirely into disuse. 

On cross-examination by Mr. Dallas, 
he stated, that he did not know of any 
law which forbade the practice of tortur- 
ing persons in the colonies; and he also 
admitted that he had been employed by 
Colonel Fullarton, as an interpretrer, and 
as translator of part of the evidence to be 
employed in this prosecution. 

In answer to a question from Lord 
Ellenborough, Mr. Dallas said he certainly 
was not prepared with any parole evidence 
to prove that the use of torture prevailed 
generally in the Spanish West Indies. 

Lord Ellenborough now appeared to be 
about to close the case, by remarking that 
the special verdict which had been con- 
sented to, was granted on the supposition, 
that a greater contrariety of evidence on 
the subject of the law of the colony would 
have been elicited than now bona fide 
appeared;   but  it was  thought  it would 

i 

ii 
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perhaps be better, before the jury were 
called on for a general verdict, for the 
counsel, if they thought proper, to make 
such observations as might be considered 
necessary. 

Mr. Dallas then rose and said, that in 
the stage of the investigation to which the 
court had arrived he should content him- 
self with submitting to the determination 
of the jury the single fact, unincumhered 
with any question of his — whether the 
criminal judge by the law of Spain could, 
in any instance, order the application of 
torture'! To prove that the discretion did 
rest with that officer, he did not call to 
them persons who spoke from the observ- 
ations they had made during any short 
periods they might have resided in the 
colonies; but he produced to them the 
unequivocal testimony of books of the 
first law authority, which were constantly 
resorted to, as had been proved by the 
judges, on all occasions of doubt or diffi- 
culty. As charitable men, and as men 
of sense, must they not conclude that this 
code of reference was correctly elucidatory 
of the law as it was meant to be dispensed? 
The works of distinguished civilians, who 
have written upon the jurisprudence of 
their country, were a ground upon which 
he felt he stood firmly in defence of his 
client. The law of 1260 was proved by 
them to have existed, and to be still in 
existence to the date of the works of the 
last writer he had cited. No attempt 
had even been made by the ingenious 
counsel on the other side to show that the 
universality of the Spanish law, as applied 
to the colonies, had been broken in upon 
by any special privilege enjoyed at Trini- 
dad ; and he would ask, therefore, could 
the jury, upon their oaths, decide that 
what had transpired there, and was the 
subject of tliis prosecution, was not agree- 
able to a law that had authorized it, and 
of which there was no proof that it had 
fallen into disuse. 

Mr. Garrow said, that he looked at this 
case as he regarded the honour of our 
country, and the redress of a stranger, 
who had visited our land to procure it. 
If the defendant had had an English 
heart in his bosom, he would have wanted 
110 restrictive provisions to have guarded 
from the commission of sanguinary acts. 
He feared, that it remained to the dis- 
grace of the British name, that General 
Pieton was the first man to stretch autho- 

' rity, and order torture to be establisliei 
in the island of Trinidad.    After a fe, 

; other animated observations, Mr. Gartoi 
said, he left the case to the decision «" 
the jury, confidently anticipating tkeit 
verdict. 

Lord EUenborough recommended tli 
jury to divest their minds of every i'eclim 
which they might have contracted in Hi 
course of the present trial, and to throi 
every part of the case out of their at- 
sideration  except that which related li 
this ^simple point—What was the lawh 
which the island of Trinidad was governei 
at the period of its capture by the Biitisli! 
It was for the consideration of tlie jun, 
if the law then subsisting authorized per- 
sonal torture as to witnesses.    By the in- 
dulgence of the government of this coun- 
try, the subsisting law was to contimie: 
the question was. What was that subsist- 
ing law? The jury would attend, thtil 
did not necessarily follow, because Trim- 
dad was a colony of Old Spain, tlial ii 
must therefore,  in  every part, have tli 
laws of Old Spain.    It did not origiiiall; 
form any part of that country, but bil 
been annexed to it; and on what teriii 
there was no positive evidence.   It i 
not appear that either the schedule peci- 
liar to this island, or the recapitulation, 
ertibraced the criminal law, or made am 
mention  of torture.    So,  if torture 
subsist in this island, it must be on tin 
authority of law-books read to the jiirj; 
which  it was for them  to  say, whetliB 
they were sufficient to satisfy them il 
that fact.    It was ascertained by a per- 
son of thirty-two years of age, who U 
been almost all his life-time in the islail; 
by another person, who had been an il- 
cade; by Mr. Nugent, who had resiW 
in the island since the year 1786; ail 
by a person who had studied the Ian' 
New Spain, and had known the Spaiiiil 
West Indies from his infancy, that tortaie 
had not, to their knowledge, or witlii 
their recollection, ever been practised • 
the island.    It was, therefore, for thejiiii 
to say, in absence of all positive proof oi 
the subject, and in the face of muchnegJ' 
tive evidence, if the law of Spain «' 
fully and completely established in Triii- 
dad as to make torture a part of the 1>' 
of that  island.    Without going ihroiifli 
the authorities, he thought the jury m'S'' 
take it to be the existing law of Old Sp» 
that torture might be inflicted.   " "' 
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loo much to say, that a discontinuance of 
jpractice could repeal a law; but still it 
was for them to say, if they were con- 
vinced that torture had ever been part 
(f the law of Trinidad. Our law-books 
uigbt be recognized in Jamaica, but yet 
it did not follow that everything in them 
Diiist extend to our colonies. It was, 
therefore, for them, on the whole, to say, 
it they were convinced that torture was 
part of the law of Trinidad at the time of 
of its capture: if so, they would enter a 
special verdict; if otherwise, they would 
find the defendant guilty. 

The jury found—-There was no such 
law existing in the island of Trinidad, as 
that of torture, at the time of the surren- 
der of that island to the British. 

Lord EUenborough—" Then, gentle- 
men, General Picton cannot derive any 
protection from a supposed law, after you 
have found that no such law remained 
in the island at the surrender of it, and 
when he became its governor; and there- 
fore your verdict should be, that he is 
juilty." 

By the direction of Lord EUenborough, 
lley therefore found the defendant guilty. 

The trial lasted from nine in the morn- 
ing till seven at night. 

Governor Picton walked the hall of the 
Four Courts accompanied by several of 
the civil officers of the island. 

It is deeply to be regretted that the 
name of Picton should have so black a 
stain as is imprinted on it bj' the transac- 
tions which led to the trial now reported, 
»d which has been selected for the pur- 
pose of representing a certain barbarous 
md inhuman torture, to obtain an end 
Wd, for the last half century at least, to 
It most foul and unnatural by all civilized 
fommuiiities. Than Thomas Picton not a 
kver soldier fell on the field of Waterloo, 
"is deathbed—and not a braver or more 
'kilful survived him; but these gallant 
«wes are oftentimes ill adapted for civil 
oinces. 

On the 25th of April, in the same year, 
«• Dallas moved for a new trial. He 
*ed that the defendant was a person of 
'wpectability and character in the service 
» his Majesty, as Governor of the island 
2 innidad. He solicited a new trial on 
* following grounds: First, The infa- 
»'«»s character of the girl, who lived in 
°P• prostitution with  Pedro Ruiz, and 

who had been privy to a robbery com- 
mitted upon her paramour by Carlos Gon- 
zalez ; and when a complaint laid against 
her had been brought before a magistrate, 
she, refusing to confess, had been ordered 
to be tortured. Secondly, That Governor 
Picton, who condemned her to the said 
tortin-e, did not proceed from any motives 
of malice, but from a conviction that the 
right of torture was sanctioned ^by the 
laws of Trinidad ; and that he was rooted 
in this opinion by a reference to the legal 
written authorities in that island. Thirdly, 
That, whatever his conduct might be, it 
certainly did not arise either from personal 
malice or a disposition to tyranny, but 
resulted, if it should prove to be wrong, 
from a misapprehension of the laws of 
Trinidad. Fourthly, That one of the 
principal witnesses, M. Vargass, had 
brought forward a book, entitled " Reco- 
pilayion des Leys des Indes," expressly 
compiled for the Spanish colonies, which 
did, by reference or inference, authorize 
torture. The defendant had no opportu- 
nity of ever seeing that book ; but it had 
been purchased by the British Institution 
at the sale of the Marquis of Lansdowne's 
library, subsequent to his trial; and, hav- 
ing consulted it, it appeared that where 
that code was silent upon some criminal 
cases recourse was always to be had to 
the laws of Old Spain, and these laws, of 
course, sanctioned the infliction of puish- 
ment by torture. 

The court, after some consideration, 
granted a rule to show cause for a new 
trial; to which we shall return in a future 
Number. 

MARY ADAMS. 

THIS imhappy woman was born at Read- 
ing, in Berkshire ; and when ,she was old 
enough to go to service, she went to live 
with a grocer in that town. Being a girl 
of a genteel figure, with spirit and vivacity, 
she unfortunately attracted the regard of 
the grocer's son, and the consequence of 
a connexion between them soon became 
conspicuous. As soon as it was evident 
that she was pregnant, she was dismissed 
from her master's service, on which she 
immediately made oath that his son was 
the father of the child thereafter to be 
born ; which compelled the old gentleman 
to support her till after her confinement. 
She had not been delivered long before 
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she went to London, where she entered 
into the service of a mercer in Cheapside; 
and by prudent conduct slie might liave 
retrieved the character she had forfeited 
in the country: but though she had al- 
ready suffered for lier indiscretion, an in- 
timacy soon subsisted between her master 
and herself; but as tlieir associations could 
not conveniently be held at home, they 
contrived to meet at other places on those 
evenings that the mistress of the house 
had gone to the theatre or on a visit. 
This connexion continued till the girl was 
far advanced in her pregnancy; when the 
master, apprehensive of disagreeable con- 
sequences at home, advised the girl to 
quarrel with her mistress, in order that 
she might be dismissed, and then took a 
lodging for her at Hackney, where she 
remained till she was delivered; and in 
the mean time the connexion between 
her and her master continued as before. 
Being brought to bed of a child that died 
in a few hours after its birth, the master 
thought himself happy, supposing he could 
easily free himself from the incumbrance 
of the mother, of whom he now began 
to be heartily tired. When the girl re- 
covered from her lying-in, he told her 
she must go to service, as it did not suit 
him to maintain her any longer; but this 
enraged her to the highest degree, and 
she threatened to discover the nature of 
their connexion to his wife unless he 
would make her a present of 20 guineas; 
with which demand he thought it prudent 
to comply, happy to get rid of her even 
on such terms. 

• Being now in the possession of money, 
and in no want of clothes in which to 
make a genteel appearance, Mary Adams 
removed from Hackney to Wych Street, 
Strand; where she was scarcely settled 
when she sent a letter to the mercer's 
wife, whom she acquainted with the 
nature of the connexion that had sub- 
sisted between her late master and her- 
self, but she did not mention her place 
of abode. The consequence was, that 
the mercer was obliged to acknowledge 
the crime of which he had been guilty, 
and solicit his wife's pardon in terms of 
the utmost humiliation. This pardon was 
promised, but whether it was ever ratified 
remains a doubt. 

Mrs. Adams now passed for a young 
widow, and became the wife of a young 
fellow, who, on discovering the imposition 

played upon him, embarked on boardi 
ship in the royal navy. 

By this time Mrs. ."Vdams's money n 
almost expended ; but as her clothes wete 
yet good an attorney of Clement's Im 
took her into keeping; and after she \i 
lived a short time with him she went ii 
another of the same profession, with wbu 
she cohabited above two years; but it 
was abandoned once more to seek la 
fortune by this gentleman taking to liim. 
self a wife. 

Fertile of invention, and too proud lo 
accept a common service, she becan 
connected with a notorious bawd residii> 
in Drury Lane, who was very glad of hs 
acquaintance, and promised herself coi- 
siderable advantage thereby. In tlii 
situation Adams displayed hercharmiit 
the utmost, and was as happy as a coin- 
mon prostitute could be; but, alas! »hii 
is the best of such happiness hut the mort 
bitter prelude to the extremity of miseij' 
Such, indeed, Mrs. Adams found it: gia- 
tilled by a gentleman with a consideralilt 
sum of money, the bawd quarrelled titl 
her respecting its division; and a batllt 
ensuing, our heroine was turned out«( 
the house after being severely bruised. 

After this she paraded the Park in Ik 
daytime, and walked the streets in tli 
evening, in search of casual lovers: a! 
length she joined the practice of theftti 
that of incontinence, and few of her tem- 
porary acquaintance escajied being robbei 
She was often taken into custody for theif 
practices, but she escaped time after tiiii 
through defect in the evidence. Aneiil 
however, was now put to her depredatiors: 
having enticed a gentleman to abagm 
near Covent Garden, she picked bispot- 
ket of all his money, and left him asleep. 
When the gentleman awoke, he seiiH 
notice immediately to the bank to *j 
payment of a note of large amount wkiti 
she had carried off; and as Mary .U* 
went soon after to cash the note sbeW 
taken into custody : being tried at theOlj 
Bailey, she was convicted and reccivM 
sentence of death, and was executed* 
Tyburn on the 16th of June, 1702. • 
true it is that the way of iniquity bringe 
a snare. 

London : Printed, for the Proprietor, byl'J 
Foale, 2, Upper Southampton Street, Pentoni"' 
and Published by WILLIAM MARK CU»» 
19, Warwick Lane; and J. PATTIE, HigliSln"' 
Kloomsliury : and to be had of all Bookseller 

Aould ha\: 
llie iiniven 
»t Eton he 
of Pope's ; 
«ller iiami 
»illi the fa 
different ti 
flie case ' 
M Parser 



MARTIN'S 

ANNALS OF CRIME; 
OR, 

Km .NEWGATE CALENDAR, AND GENERAL RECORD OF TRAGIC EVENTS, INCLUDING 
ANCIENT AND MODERN MODES OF TORTURE, ETC. 

1*> 

N?25. AUGUST   17,   1836. PRICE 
ONE PENNT. 

WILLIAM PARSONS, 
HANGED FOR RETURNING FROM TRANSPORTATION. 

[YOUNG PARSONS CONTEMPLATING THE ACT OF SELF-DESTRUCTION.j 

THE unhappy subject of this narrative, 
«|io was the eldest son and heir of Sir 
ffilliain Parsons, Bart., of the county of 
Mttingham, was born in London in 1717. 
He was placed under the care of a pious 
and learned divine at Pepper Harrow, in 
•'"ffey, where he received the first rudi- 
Miils of education; and in little more 
'liiin three years he was removed to Eton 
college, where it was intended that he 
muld have qualified himself for one of 
'ne universities. While he was a scholar 
''htonhewas detected stealing a volume 
"Pope's Homer, at the shop of a book- 
" er named Pote; and on being charged 
•i the fact, he confessed that he had at 

tent times stolen many other books. 
Tlie case was represented to his master, 
"SO Parsons underwent a verv severe dis- 

cipline, which failed of producing satis- 
factory results. 

Though he remained atEton nineyears, 
liis progress in learning was very incon- 
siderable ; and the youth was of so unpro- 
mising a disposition, that Sir William was, 
led to the determination of sending him 
to sea, as the most likely means for pre- 
venting his destruction, and he soon pro- 
cured him an appointment as midshipman 
on board a man of war, then lying at 
Spithead, under sailing orders for Jamaica, 
there to be stationed for a period of three 
years. Some accident detaining the ship 
beyond the time when it was expected 
slie would sail. Parsons applied for leave 
of absence, and went on shore ; but, hav- 
ing no intention to return, he immediately 
directed his course towards a small town 

2C 
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about ten miles from Portsmouth, called 
Bishop's Waltham, where he soon ingra- 
tiated himself into the favour of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants. His figure being very 
agreeable, his deportment pleasing, and 
his style of address easy and polite, he 
found little or no difficulty in recommend- 
ing himself to the ladies; and he became 
violently enamoured of a beautiful and 
accomplished young lady, the daughter of 
a physician in considerable practice, and 
prevailed upon her to promise she would 
yield Jiim her hand in marriage. News 
of the intended marriage coming to the 
knowledge of the young man's father and 
uncle, the latter hastened to Waltham, to 
prevent a union which he apprehended 
would inevitably lead to the ruin of the 
contracting parties; and with much diffi- 
culty the uncle prevailed on Parsons to 
return to the ship, which in a few days 
afterwards proceeded on her voyage. The 
ship had been but a short time at her 
destination, when Parsons resolved upon 
deserting and returning to England; and 
he soon found an opportunity of shipping 
himself on board the Sheerness man of 
war, then preparing to sail on her return 
home. 

Immediately after his arrival in Eng- 
land he set out for Waltham, in order to 
visit the object of his desires; but his 
uncle, being apprized of his motions, lost 
no time in repairing to the place, where 
he represented his character in so unfa- 
vourable but, at the same time, so just a 
manner, that he prevented the renewal of 
his addresses to tlie physician's daughter. 
He consequently went home with his 
uncle, who observed his conduct with the 
most scrupulous attention, and confined 
him, as much as possible, within doors. 
This generous relation at length exerted 
his interest to get the youth appointed 

»midshipman on board his Majesty's ship 
Romney, which was under orders for the 
Newfoundland station. 

Upon his return from Newfoundland, 
Parsons learnt, with infinite mortification, 
that the Duchess of Northumberland, to 
whom he was related, had revoked a will 
made in his favour, and bequeathed to 
his sister a very considerable legacy, 
which he had expected to enjoy. He 
was repulsed by his friends and acquaint- 
ance, who would not in the least counte- 
nance his visits at their houses, so that 
his circumstances  now became  exceed- 

ingly distressful. Thus situated, he maJi 
application to a gentleman named Bailn 
with whom he had formerly lived« 
terms of the closest intimacy; and li 
humanity induced liim to invite Patsot 
to reside in his house, and to furnisliliii 
with the means of supporting the cliau. 
ter of a gentleman. Mr. Bailey was 4, 
indefatigable in his endeavours to cfeti 
a reconciliation between young Parm 
and his father, in which he at length sii- 
ceeded. 

• Sir William, having again prevailedis 
his son to go abroad, procured him ii 
appointment under the Governor of Sail 
James's Fort, on the river Gambia, (i 
which destination he embarked on Ijoiri 
a vessel in the service of the Royal Afriai 
company. 

Parsons had resided at James's 
about six months when a disagreemeii 
took place between him and Goveniii 
Auileur, in consequence of which Ik 
former signified his intention to return* 
England. The governor informed liii 
that he was commissioned to engage lii 
as an indented servant for five yeat 
Parsons warmly expostulated with Ik 
governor, declaring that his behavioi 
was ungentlemanly, and by no mtm 
that of a man of probity, and lequestii 
permission to return: but so far hi 
complying, the governor issued ordenli 
the sentinels to be particularly cartfc 
lest he should effect an escape. Sol 
withstanding every precaution, PatJC' 
found means to get on board a hoiit 
ward-bound vessel: being followed k 
the governoi", he was commanded l 
return; but, cocking a pistol, and f- 
senting it at the governor, he declatedii 
would fire at any man who presumedt 
molest him. The governor departed,ail 
in a short time after the ship sailed'" 
England. 

Soon after his arrival in his nalw 
country, he received an invitation to 
an uncle who lived at Epsom, whicb« 
gladly accepted, and experienced a W 
cordial and friendly reception. He f 
sided with his uncle about three m 
and was treated with all imaginable k* 
ness and respect. At length one of" 
female servants in the family swore her 
to be pregnant by him, which so iii«*' 
the old gentleman that he dismissed » 
sons from his house. 

Reduced to the most deplorable s» 

L 
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of poverty, he directed his course towards 
the metropolis; and three halfpence being 
his whole stock of money, he subsisted 
four days upon the bread purchased with 
that small sum, quenching his thirst at 
the pumps he casually met with in the 
streets. He lay four nights in a hayloft 
in Chancery Lane, belonging to the Mas- 
ter of the Rolls, by permission of the 
coachman, who pitied his truly deplorable 
case. 

At length lie determined to apply for 
redress to an ancient gentlewoman with 
whom he had been acquainted in his 
more youthful days, when she was in the 
capacity of companion to the Duchess of 
Northumberland. Weak and emaciated 
through want of food, his appearance Was 
rendered still more miserable by the un- 
cieauliuess and disorder of his apparel; 
and when he appeared before the old 
lady, she tenderly compassionated his 
unfortunate situation, and recommended 
him to a decent family in Cambridge 
Street, with whom he resided some time 
in a very comfortable manner, the old 
gentlewoman defraying the charge of his 
lodging and board; and a humane gentle- 
man, to whom she had communicated his 
case, supplying him with money for com- 
mon expenses. 

Sir William came to town at the begin- 
ning of the winter, and received an un- 
«pected visit from his son, who dropped 
opon his knees and supplicated forgive- 
ness with the utmost humility and respect. 
His mother-in-law was greatly enraged at 
his appearance, and upbraided her hus- 
fcand with being foolishly indulgent to 
so graceless a youth, at the same time 
declaring that she would not live in the 
lioiise where he was permitted to enter. 
It is not improbable that the indiscretion 
and unkindness of this woman prevented 
the young man's reformation. 

Sir William asked him what mode of 
'•fe he meant to adopt; which he was 
unable to determine; but he would cheer- 
•ly pursue such measures as so indulgent 
' parent should think proper to recom- 
mend. The old gentleman advised him 
'» enter as a private man in the horse- 
pards; wliich he approved of, saying, 
ne would immediately offer himself as a 
Volunteer. Upon mentioning his inten- 
'i»n to the adjutant, he was informed that 

must pay 70 guineas for his admission 
"ito the corps; which  news proved ex- 

ceedingly afflictive, as he liad little hope 
that his father would advance the neces- 
sary sum. Upon returning to his father's 
lodgings, he learnt that he had set out 
for the country, and left him a present of 
onlj' 5s. 

Driven now nearly to a state of distrac- 
tion, he formed the desperate resolution 
of putting an end to his life, and repaired 
to St. James's Park, intending to throw 
himself into Rosamond's pond. While he 
stood on the brink of the water, waiting 
for an opportunity of carrying his impious 
design into effect, it occurred to him, that 
a letter he had received, mentioning the 
death of an aunt, and that she had be- 
queathed a legacy to his brother, might 
be made use of to his own advantage; 
and he immediately declined the thoughts 
of destroying himself. He produced the 
letter to several persons, assuring them 
that the writer had been misinformed 
respecting the legacy, which in reality 
was left to himself; and under the pre- 
text of being entitled to it, he obtained 
money and effects from different people 
to a considerable amount. Among those 
who were deceived by this stratagem was 
a tailor in Devereux Court, Strand, who 
gave him credit for several genteel suits 
of clothes. The money and other articles 
thus fraudulently obtained, enabled him 
to engage in scenes of gaiety and dissipa- 
tion ; and he seemed to entertain no idea 
that his happiness would be but of short 
duration. 

Accidentally meeting the brother of the 
young lady to whom he had made profes- 
sions of love at Waltham, he intended to 
i-enew his acquaintance with him, and his 
addresses to his sister; but the young gen- 
tleman informed Parsons that his sister 
died suddenly a short time after his de- 
parture from Waltham. Parsons endea- 
voured, as much as possible, to cultivate 
the friendship of this young gentleman, 
and represented his case in so plausible a 
manner as to obtain money from him at 
different times to a considerable amount. 

Parsons's creditors now became exceed- 
ingly importunate, and he thought there 
was no probability of relieving himself 
from his difficulties but by connecting 
himself in marriage with a woman of 
fortune. Being eminently qualified in 
those accomplishments which are known 
to have a great influence over female 
hearts, Parsons soon ingratiated himself 
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into the esteem of a young lady possessed 
of a handsome independence bequeathed 
her by her lately deceased father. He 
informed his creditors that he had a pros- 
pect of an advantageous marriage; and 
as they were satisfied that the lady had 
a good fortune, they supplied him with 
everything necessary for prosecuting the 
amour, being persuaded that, if the ex- 
pected union took place, they should have 
no difficulty in recovering their respective 
demands. The marriage was solemnized 
on the 10th of February, 1740, in the 
23d year of the bridegroom's age. On 
this event, the uncle, who lived at Epsom, 
visited him in London, and gave him the 
strongest assurances that he would exert 
every possible endeavour to promote his 
interest and happiness, on condition that 
he would avoid such proceedings as would 
render him unworthy of friendship and 
protection. His relations in general were 
satisfied with the connexion he had'made, 
and hoped that his irregular and volatile 
disposition would be corrected by the 
prudent conduct of his bride, who was 
justly esteemed a young lady of great 
sweetness of temper, virtue, and discre- 
tion. A few weeks after his marriage, 
his uncle interceded on his behalf with 
the Right Honourable Arthur Onslow; 
and through the interest of that gentle- 
man Parsons was appointed an ensign in 
the 34th regiment of foot. 

He now discharged all his debts, which 
proved highly satisfactory to all his rela- 
tions ; and this conduct was the means of 
his obtaining farther credit on subsequent 
occasions. He hired a very handsome 
house in Poland Street, where he resided 
two years, in which time he had two 
children, one of whom died very young. 
From Poland Street, he removed to Pan- 
ton Square, and the utmost harmony sub- 
sisted between him and his wife, who were 
much respected by their relations and 
acquaintances. But it must be observed, 
that though his conduct in other respects 
had been irreproachable from the time of 
his marriage, he was guilty of unpardon- 
able indiscretion as to his manner of living; 
for he kept three saddle-horses, a chaise 
and pair, several unnecessary servants, 
and engaged in many other superfluous 
expenses his income could not afford. 
Unfortunately, too. Parsons became ac- 
quainted with an infamous gambler, who 
seduced him to the gaming-table, and to 

engage in play; by which he lost con- 
siderable sums, which were shared be- 
tween the pretended friend of Parsons 
and his villanous accomplices. 

Parsons was now promoted to a lieute- 
nancy in a regiment that was ordered to 
Flanders, and was accompanied to tkji 
country by the abandoned gamester,wlioiii 
he still deemed his most valuable friciii 
The losses by gaming, added to the ex- 
travagant manner in which he hved, ina 
short time involved him in such difficul- 
ties that he was under the necessity of 
selling his commission, in order to dis- 
charge debts contracted in Flanders. The 
commission being sold, Parsons and bis 
treacherous companion returned to Eng- 
land. His arrival was no sooner knom, 
than his creditors were extremely urgeil 
for the immediate discharge of their re- 
spective claims ; which induced him to 
take a private lodging in Gough Square, 
where he passed under the cognomen «t 
Captain Brown. He pretended to be an 
unmarried man; and saw his wife only 
when appointments were made to ineit 
at a public-house. While he lodged ii 
Gough Square, he seduced his landlord's 
daughter, who became pregnant byliim; 
and her imprudence, in yielding to tit 
persuasions of Parsons, proved the meats 
of involving her in extreme distress. 

His creditors having discovered tin 
place of his retreat, he deemed it pruderl 
to remove; and at this juncture an oppor- 
tunity offered by which he hoped to re- 
trieve his fortune ; and he therefore em- 
barked as captain of marines on boail 
the Dursley privateer. Soon after tie 
arrival of the ship at Deal, Parsons iveDl 
on shore, provided with pistols, bei"! 
determined not to submit to an arrest, 
which he supposed would be attem. 
He had no sooner landed on the beaei, 
than he was approached by five or sii 
men, one of whom attempted to sent 
him ; but Parsons, stepping aside, fr 
charged one of the pistols, and lodgeJa 
ball in the man's thigh. He then suit 
he was well provided with weapons, aij 
would fire upon them if they presuniel 
to give him farther molestation. '» 
officers retreated; and Parsons retimw 
to the ship, which sailed from Deal til 
following raoi'ning. 

They had been in the channel abouti 
week, when they made prize of a 1''*' 
privateer, which they carried into the pi"' 
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of Cork. Parsons being now afflicted 
ivitli a disorder that prevailed among the 
French prisoners was sent on shore for 
the recovery of his health. During his 
illness, the vessel sailed on another cruise, 
and lie was no sooner in a condition to 
permit him to leave his apartment than 
be became anxious to partake of the pass- 
ing fashionable amusements. In order to 
recruit his finances, which were nearly 
cxliausted, he drew bills of exchange on 
three merchants in London, on which he 
raised 60/.; and before advice could be 
transmitted to Cork, that he had no effects 
in the hands of the persons on whom he 
lad drawn the bills, he embarked on board 
a vessel bound for England. Landing at 
Plymouth, he resided there some time 
under a military character, to support 
liis claim to which he was provided with 
a counterfeit commission. He frequented 
all places of public resort, and particularly 
where gaming was permitted. His money 
being nearly expended, he obtained 100/. 
from a merchant of Plymouth, by means 
of a false draft upon a London alderman. 
Some time after the discovery of the fraud, 
the injured party saw Parsons a transport 
prisoner on board a ship bound to Virginia, 
lying in Catwater, in Plymouth Sound, 
when he assured him of an entire for- 
giveness,' and made him a present of a 
guinea. 

From Plymouth, Parsons repaired to 
London; and his money being nearly 
spent, he committed a fraud in conjunc- 
tion with a woman of the town: taking 
tis accomplice to a tavern in the Strand 
(where he was known), he represented 
ter as an heiress, who had consented to 
a private marriage, and requested the 
landlord to send immediately for a clergy- 
man. The parson being arrived, and about 
to begin the ceremony. Parsons pretended 
to recollect that he had forgotten to pro- 
ride a ring, and ordered the waiter to tell 
some shopkeeper in the neighbourhood to 
mig some plain gold rings. Upon this 
'lie clergyman begged to recommend a 
*)' Worthy man, who kept a jeweller's 
snopin the neighbourhood: and Parsons 
wd it was a matter of indifference with 
whom he laid out his money; adding, 
•Mtas he wished to compliment his bride 
"'111 some small present, the tradesman 
""gilt also bring some diamond rings. 

ine rings being brought, and one of 
'"* chosen. Parsons produced a forged 
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draft, saying, the jeweller might either 
give him change then or call for payment 
after the ceremony; on which the jew- 
eller retired, saying, he would attend 
again in the afternoon. In a little time 
the woman formed a pretence for leaving 
the room ; and our hero soon after, affect- 
ing great impatience on her not returning, 
likewise quitted the apartment, without 
his hat, stating that he would inquire of 
the people of the house whether his bride 
had not been detained by some accident. 
After waiting a considerable time, the 
clergyman called the landlord; and as 
neither of the supposed contracting par- 
ties could be found, it was concluded that 
Parsons left the house with a cap which 
he had had concealed about his person, 
and that their whole intention was to per- 
petrate a fraud. In the mean time our 
hero and his accomplice met according 
to appointment, and divided the booty 
which they considered they had so inge- 
niously acquired. 

Soon after the above transaction. Par- 
sons intimated to a mihtary officer that, 
on account of the many embarrassments 
he was under, he was determined to join 
the rebel army, as the only expedient by 
which he could avoid being lodged in 
prison. The gentleman represented the 
danger of engaging in such an adventure, 
and, lest his distress should precipitate 
him to any rash proceeding, generously 
supplied him with 40 guineas to answer 
present exigences. He soon after boi- 
rowed this gentleman's horse, pretending 
that he had occasion to go a few miles 
into the countiy on business; but he rode 
immediately to Smithfield, where he had 
the daring baseness to dispose of the 
animal at a very inadequate price. That 
he might escape the resentment of the 
gentleman whom he had treated in so 
unworthy a manner, he lodged an inform- 
ation against him as being disaffected to 
the government, in consequence of which 
he was deprived of his commission, and 
suffered an imprisonment of six months. 
Parsons likewise exhibited informations 
of a similar nature against two other gen- 
tlemen, who had been most liberal bene- 
factors to him, in revenge for refusing to 
supply him any longer with the means of 
indulging his extravagant and profligate 
disposition. 

In the year 1745 he counterfeited a 
draft upon one of the  collectors of the 
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Excise, in tlie name of the Duke of Cum- 
berland, for 500^.: he carried the draft to 
the collector, who paid him 50^. in part, 
being all the cash that remained in his 
hands. He next went to a tailor, saying 
he meant to employ him on the recom- 
mendation of a gentleman, mentioning 
his name, whom he had long supplied 
with clothes; adding, that a captain's 
commission was preparing for him at the 
war-office. The tailor furnished him with 
several suits of clothes; but not being 
paid according to agreement, he enter- 
tained some suspicion as to the responsi- 
bility of his new customer, and therefore 
inquired at the war-office respecting Capt. 
Brown, and learnt that a commission was 
making out for a gentleman of that name. 
Unable to get any part of the money due 
to him, and determined to be no longer 
trifled with, he instituted a suit at common 
law; but he was non-suited by having 
laid his action in the fictitious name of 
Brown, while it appeared that the real 
name of the defendant was Parsons. 

A fraud was attempted by Parsons on 
the firm of Sir Joseph Hankey and Co., 
by his sending a porter from the Ram 
inn, Smithfield, with a forged draft upon 
them. The delinquent followed the man, 
imagining that if he came alone from Sir 
Joseph's he would have received the 
money, and that if he were accompanied 
by any person it would be a strong proof 
of the forgery being discovered; and as 
he observed Sir Joseph and the porter get 
into a hackney-coach he resolved not to 
return to the inn. 

He afterwards went to a widow named 
Bottomley, hat manufacturer, near Saint 
George's church, and, saying that he had 
contracted for supplying the regiment to 
which he belonged with hats, gave her an 
order to the amount of 160?. He had no 
sooner got possession of the hats than he 
sold them to a Jew for one half of the 
sum he agreed to pay for them. 

Being strongly apprehensive that he 
could not long avoid being arrested by 
some of his numerous and highly exas- 
perated creditors, he caused himself, by 
means of counterfeit letters, to be taken 
into custody as a person disaffected to the 
king and government; by which he was 
supported, without expense to himself, 
in the house of one of the king's messen- 
gers for about eighteen months. Being 
released from the messenger's house, he 

revolved in his mind a variety of scheme! 
for eluding the importunities of his cre- 
ditors, and he at length determined to 
embark for Holland, where he remained 
till his money was nearly expended, when 
he returned to England. A few davi 
after his arrival in London he went to a 
masquerade, where he engaged in play to 
the hazard of every shilling he possessed, 
and was so fortunate as to obtain a suf- 
ficient sum for his maintenance for several 
months. 

His circumstances being again reduced, 
he wrote in pressing terms to his brother- 
in-law, who was an East India director, 
entreating that he would procure hiraa 
commission in the company's service, 
either by land or sea. 'I'he purport of 
the answer was, that a gentleman in tbe 
Temple was authorised to give the sup- 
plicant a 'guinea, but that it would be 
fruitless for him to expect any farther 
favours. 

Having written a counterfeit draft, lie 
went to Ranelagh on a masquerade night, 
where he passed it to a gentleman «ho 
had won some small sums of him. The 
party who received the draft offered it for 
payment in a day or two afterwards, when 
it was proved to be a counterfeit; in con- 
sequence of which Parsons was app^'^ 
bended, and committed to Wood Street 
compter. As no prosecutor appeared, 
Parsons was necessarily acquitted; bntj 
detainer being lodged, charging him will 
an offence similar to the above, he m 
removed to Maidstone gaol, in order to 
take his trial at the next Lent assizes al 
Rochester. 

Mr. Carey, the keeper of the prison, 
treated Parsons with gi-eat humanity, al- 
lowing him to board in his family, ail 
indulging him in every privilege that h 
could grant, without a manifest breach of 
the duties of his office. But such wastle 
ingratitude of Parsons, that he formed J 
plan, which, had it taken effect, ivonlJ 
have utterly ruined the man to whom li 
was indebted so much. His intentioi 
was, privately to take the keys from Mr. 
Carey's apartments; and not only to escape 
himself, but to give liberty to every p"' 
soner in the gaol: this scheme he comnii- 
nicated to a man accused of being a sra»f 
gler, who reported the matter to Mr 
Carey, desired him to listen at a certain 
hour at night, when he would hear a con- 
versation that would prove his intelligw" 
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the prison; 
manity, «1- 
imily, »' 
ge that li 
t bread of 
uch was tilt 
le forinei' 
feet, «»«" 
0 whom I" 
s intention 
s from Mr. 
ily to escape 
1 every pn- 
he comiM- 

ter to Mr. 
at a certai' 
hear a <:» 
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to be authentic. Mr. Carey attended at 
the appointed time, and, being convinced 
of the ingratitude and perfidy of Parsons, 
heabridged him of the indulgences he had 
hefore enjoyed, and caused him to be 
closely confined. 

Being convicted at the next assizes at 
Rochester, he was sentenced to transporta- 
tion for seven years; and in the following 
September  he  was   put   on  board   the 
Tliames, Captain   Dobbins,   bound   for 
Maryland, in company with  upwards of 
one liundred and seventy other convicts, 
fifty of whom died on the voyage.    In 
November, 1749, Parsons was landed at 
Annapolis, in Maryland; and having re- 
mained in a state of slavery about seven 
weelis, a gentleman of considerable pro- 
perty and influence, who was not wholly 
unacquainted  with his  family,   compas- 
sionating  his   unfortunate situation,  ob- 
tained his freedom, and received him at 
liis house in a most kind and hospitable 
manner.   Parsons had not been in the 
gentleman's family many days before he 
rode off witli a horse which was lent him 
by his benefactor, and proceeded towards 
Virginia; on the borders of which coun- 
Ir) he stopped a gentleman on horseback, 
aniitobbcdhim of five pistoles, a moidore, 
and ten dollars. 

A few days after, he stopped a lady and 
gentleman in a chaise, attended by a 
aegro servant, and robbed them of 11 
guineas and some silver; after which he 
Jifccted his course to the Potomac river, 
•lete, finding a ship nearly ready to sail 
fo' England, he embarked, and after a 
I'assage of twenty-five days landed at 
"liitehaven. He now produced a forged 
"ter, in the name of one of his relations, 
'"a merchant of Whitehaven, signifying 
toat he was entitled to the family estate in 
tonsequence of his father's decease, and 
prevailed upon him to discount a false 
raft upon a banker in London for 751. 

''Pon his arrival in the metropolis, be 
'"red a handsome lodging at the west end 
"'me town; but Ire almost constantly 
fsded in houses of ill fame, where the 
""ley he had so unjustifiably obtained 
ws soon dissipated. 

Having 
Hoiinslow 
and eie 

hived 
Heath, 

horse,   he   rode   to 
where,   between   ten 

en o'clock at night, he stopped 
P«st-chaise, in which were two gentle- 

"w, whom he robbed of 5 guineas, some 
*•"' aud a watch. 

A short time afterwards he stopped a 
gentleman near Turnham Green, about 
twelve o'clock at night, and robbed him 
of 30s. and a gold ring. He requested 
that the ring might be returned, as it 
was his wife's wedding-ring. Parsons 
complied with the gentleman's request, 
and voluntarily returned the gentleman 
5s., telling him, at the same time, that 
nothing but the most pressing necessity 
could have urged him to the robbery; 
after which the gentleman shook hands 
with the robber, assuring him that, on 
account of the civility of his behaviour, 
he would not appear to prosecute if he 
should hear of his being thereafter appre- 
hended. 

He attempted to rob a gentleman in a 
coach and four near Kensington ; but 
hearing some company on the road, lie 
proceeded towards Hounslow, and on his 
way thither overtook a farmer, whom he 
robbed of nearly 50s. He then took 
the road to Colnbrook, and robbed a gen- 
tleman's servant of 2 guineas and a half, 
and a silver watch. After this he rode 
to Windsor, and returned to London by a 
different road. 

His next expedition was on the Houns- 
low road; and at the entrance of the 
heath he stopped two gentlemen, and 
robbed them of 7 guineas, some silver, 
and a handsome, curiously wrought silver^ 
snuff-box. 

Returning to his lodgings near Hyde 
Park Corner one evening, he overtook a 
footman in Piccadilly, and joining com- 
pany with him a familiar conversation 
took place, in the course of which Parsons 
learnt that the other was to set out early 
on the following Sunday with a portman- 
teau, containing cash and notes to a con- 
siderable value, the property of his master, 
who was then at Windsor. 

Pursuing his intention, on the Sunday 
morning he set out towards Windsor, 
intending to rob the footman. Soon after 
he had passed Turnham Green, he over- 
took two gentlemen, one of whom was 
Mr. Fuller, who had prosecuted him at 
Rochester, and who, perfectly recollect- 
ing his person, warned him not to ap- 
proach. He however paid no attention 
to what Mr. Fuller said, but still con- 
tinued sometimes behind and sometimes 
before them, though at a very inconsider- 
able distance. 

Ujion coming into the town of Houns- 
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low, the gentlemen alighted, and com- 
manded Parsons to surrender, adding, 
that if he did not instantly comply tliey 
would alarm the town. He now dis- 
mounted, and earnestly entreated that 
the gentlemen would permit him to speak 
to them in private, which they consented 
to; and the parties being introduced to 
a room in an inn, Parsons surrendered 
his pistols, which were loaded and primed, 
and supplicated for mercy in the most 
pathetic terms. In all probability he 
would have been permitted to escape, 
had not Mr. Day, landlord of the Rose 
and Crown, at Hounslow, come into the 
room, and advised that he might be de- 
tained, as he conceived him very nearly 
to answer the description of a highway- 
man by whom the roads in that part of 
the country had been long infested. He 
was secured at the inn till the next day, 
and then examined by a magistrate, who 
committed him to Newgate. 

Parsons was now arraigned for return- 
ing from transportation before the expira- 
tion of the term of his sentence; nothing, 
therefore, was necessary to convict him 
but the identifying of his person: this 
being done, he received sentence of death. 
His distressed father and wife used all 
their interest to obtain a pardon for him, 
but in vain: he was an old offender, and 
judged by no means a proper object for 
mercy. 

while Parsons remained in Newgate, 
his behaviour was such that it could not 
be determined whether he entertained a 
correct idea of his dreadful situation. 
There is, indeed, but too much reason to 
fear that the hope of a reprieve (in which 
he deceived himself even to the very last 
moments of his life) induced him to neg- 
lect the necessary preparations for launch- 
ing into eternity. The parting between 
himself and wife afforded a scene affect- 
ing in the extreme: he earnestly i-ecom- 
ujended to her parental protection his 
only child, and regretted that his mis- 
conduct had put it in the power of a cen- 
sorious world to reflect upon both the 
mother and son. 

On the 11th of February, 1751, Parsons 
•was conveyed to Tyburn for execution, 
previous to which he joined with fervent 
zeal in the accustomed exercises of devo- 
tion ; so that it may be hoped he expe- 
rienced the relief of the penitent thief on 
the cross. 

ANNALS OF CRIME, 

AFFECTING MEMENTO. 

THE Count Confalonieri, an Italian iiobli. 
man, was some years ago sentenced to 
death,   for  some  real  or  supposed con- 
spiracy  against  the insatiable Austriai 
government.    The moment his coanfes 
heard of this she flew to Vienna, but tie 
courier had already set out with the fatal 
mandate.     It  was   midnight;   but lei 
agonies of mind pleaded for instant al- 
mission to the empress.    The same pas- 
sionate despair which won the atfendanli 
wrought its effect on their royal mistvf? I 
she hastened that moment to the empt: 
and, succeeding, returned to the unlia] 
lady with the  commuted  sentence G; 

imprisonment for life ; her husbantrs 
was spared.    But the death-warrant 
on its way—could she overtake the t 
rier? Throwing herself into a conveya;, 
and paying four times the amount 
relays of horses,  she never, it is stati 
stopped or tasted feod till she reaclt 
the city of Milan.   The count was pit 
paring to be led to the scaffold; but sit 
was in time—she had saved liim! 

During her painful journey she hi 
rested her throbbing brow upon a siiii 
pillow, which she bathed with her teats- 
in the conflict of mingled terror andlion 
for all might be over. This interesfii! 
memorial of conjugal tenderness and trail 
in so fearful a moment was sent by If 
judges to the count, to show their 
of his wife's admirable conduct. He tool 
it with him to the dungeons of Speilbei;: 
it was his sole consolation, his inscpaiall! 
companion by day and by night. A l*; 
succession of governors and superintei* 
ents had all respected its possession, aii 
the noble devotedness of heart whicligw 
it him. In an evil hour Count VonVf 
came—said it was irregular, and d 
the captive count of this his last-left sons 
of consolation. 
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HISTORY OF GILBERT LANGLEY. 

[LANGLEY  AND  HILL   ROBBING  A  TRAVELLER.] 

CiiBERT I/ANGLEY, wlio was a mall of 
iiperior talents and education, was sen- 
lented to death, which was remitted for 
transportation, for robbing a person on 
ike highway of three farthings. He was 
!»'«of Roman Catholic parents in Lon- 
m, ivhere his father was an eminent 
SMsmitli. The son was sent to the seat 
j' Us grandfather, in Derbyshire, when 
Jtwas only three years of age. Having 
wn in Derbyshire four years, his mother's 
Msiety induced her to fetch him home ; 
soon after which he was entered in Char- 
'M-nouse School, where he soon became 
1 tolerably good classical scholar. 

Inc father now wished to send his son 
'Wad for farther education, and with 
• new that he might not fail of being 
*"g|it up a strict Catholic : this was 
"»»ily opposed by the mother, through 

tenderness to her child; but her death 
soon left the father to act as he pleased. 
The prior of the Benedictine convent at 
Douay being in London, Langley's father 
agreed for his board and education, and 
committed him to the care of his new 
master,with whom he proceeded to Dover, 
sailed for Calais, and travelled thence 
to St. Omer, and on the following, day- 
reached Douay, where young Langley 
was examined by the prior and fellows 
of the college, and admitted of the school. 
At the end of three years he became a 
tolerable master of the French language, 
exclusive of his other literary acquire- 
ments ; so that, at the Christmas follow- 
ing, he was chosen king of the class, 
which is a distinction bestowed on one 
of the best scholars, whose business it is 
to regulate the school entertainments. 

2D 
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It was the custom at Douay for officers 
to attend at the gates of the town, to 
detect any persons bringing in contra- 
band liquors, because the merchants of 
the place paid a large duty on them, 
which duty was annually farmed by the 
highest bidder. During the Christmas 
holidays Langley and three of his school- 
fellows quitted the town, to purchase a 
small quantity of brandy at an under 
price; but being observed by a soldier, 
who saw their bottles filled, he informed 
the officers of the affair; the consequence 
of which was, that the young gentlemen 
were stopped, and the liquor was found 
hid under their cassocks. They offered 
money for their release, which was re- 
fused; and they were conducted to tlie 
house of the farmer-general. At the 
instant of their arrival, two Franciscan 
friars, seeing them, said it was illegal to 
take students before the civil magistrates, 
because the superior of their own college 
was accountable for their conduct. They 
were therefore taken home to the prior; 
and the farmer-general making his de- 
mand of the customary fine, the prior 
thought it extravagant, and refused to 
pay it; but at length the matter was 
settled by arbitration. 

In the Catholic colleges the students 
live in a very meagre manner during the 
season of Lent, having little to subsist on 
but bread and sour wine; a circumstance 
that frequently tempts them to supply 
their wants by acts of an irregular cha- 
racter. At this season Langley and, five 
of his companions, oppressed by the calls 
of hunger, determined to make an attack 
on the kitchen; but at the instant they 
had forced open the door, they were over- 
heard by the servants, the consequence of 
which was, that many furious blows were 
exchanged by the contending parties. On 
the following day the delinquents were 
summoned to attend the prior, who was 
so incensed at this outrage on good order 
that he declared they should be expelled 
as soon as a consistory of monks could 
be held. But when the consistory assem- 
bled, they resolved to pardon all the of- 
fenders on acknowledging their faults, and 
promising not to renew them, except one, 
named Brown, who had twice knocked 
down the shoemaker of the college, be- 
cause he had called out to alarm the 
prior. 

The   young   gentlemen, chagrined  at 

losing their associate, determined to \f 
revenged on some one at least of tli, 
servants who had given evidence agaiit 
them; and after revolving many sdieme 
they determined that the man wholighy 
the fires should be the object of thd 
vengeance, because he had struck seven] 
of them during the rencounter. Tli 
being resolved on, they disguised thsu. 
selves, and went to a wood-house adjani 
to the college, where, being previmlt 
provided with rods, they waited till i 
man came with his wheel-barrow to fed! 
some wood, when one of tjiera, goii> 
behind him, threw a cloak over his IjeiJ, 
which was immediately tied round li 
neck, and the rest stripped liim, ail 
flogged him in the severest manner, iliiit 
he in vain called for assistance, becaiis 
unheard by any but his punishers, win 
had taken care to shut the door of tli 
wood-house. The flagellation was ji! 
ended when the bell rung for the stutot 
to attend their evening exercise; omvlitl 
they left the unhappy victim of tleii 
revenge, and repaired to the public hi 
In the mean time the poor sufferer tis 
into the cloisters, exclaiming, "LeDialli! 
LeDiable!" as if he had really tlioiijl: 
the Devil had tormented him; hencelj 
ran to the kitchen, where he recounldi 
the adventure to his fellow-servants, A 
dressed his wounds, carried him to W 
and gave him something to nourish hiii 
A suspicion arising that the students lii 
been the authors of this calamity to tl( 
poor fellow, the servants communicateJ 
the circumstances of it to the prior, «!• 
promised his endeavours to find out aDJ 
punish the delinquents; and witk tie 
view he went into the hall, with aloohi 
once penetrating and indignant; bntlk 
young gentlemen having bound therasete 
by an oath, no discovery could be inaJ' 

Young Langley had now distinguitf 
himself by his attention to literature h 
the space of two years, and the mo* 
began to consider him as one who w"' 
make a valuable acquisition to their >> 
ciety, for which reason they treated ki' 
with more than common respect; » 
they at length prevailed upon hii»'' 
agree to enter into the fraternity, if"' 
father's consent could be obtained. 

As Langley was in no want of u""".'' 
he frequently went into the town, >' 
habituate himself to the manners of l» 
people,   and   to  observe   their cost* 

^L# 
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being a holiday, he and one of 

Jiiiclioolfellows, named  Meynel, asked 
lie prior permission to walk on the ram- 
parts, which was denied ;  on which they 
niit'out without leave, and repairing to 
1 tavern drank wine till they were intox- 
icated.   In this condition they went to 
lie ramparts, whence, after having been 
lor some time the laughing-stock of the 
populace, they went home to bed.   Being 
jiissed at evening prayers, some of the 
ither students apologized for   their  ab- 
jence, by saying they were ill, and the 
muse was very readily admitted :  but 
ii a few days a gentleman called on the 
prior, and told  him what  a ridiculous 
(jure his students had made on the ram- 
parts.  Incensed at this violation of their 
Jity, the prior sent for them to his cham- 
ler, and gave orders that they should be 
%gcdwith great severity.    This indig- 
lityhad such an effect on the mind of 
Langley, that he grew reserved and mo- 
rose, and would  have declined   all his 
studies had not one of the monks, Father 
Howard, restored him to his good humour 
by Ms indulgent treatment, and persuaded 
lim to pay his usual   attention to lite- 
rature, 

father Howard's  considerate conduct 
M such an effeet on Langley, that he 
spent the greater part of his time with 
ik gentleman, who instructed   him in 
lie principles of logic, and was about to 
iiitiate him in those of philosophy when 
b father sent a letter requiring him to 
'(turn to his native country.    The society 
Wng unwilling to lose one who was so 
liUy to become a valuable member, the 
prior wrote to England requesting that 
fc youth might be permitted to complete 
»education: but the father insisted on 
''i return.   The young gentleman con- 
stquently left the college, and proceeding 
'Jthcway of St. Omer reached Calais in 
two days.   As the wind was contrary, it 
Ms some days before the company em- 
Wed for England,  when,   instead   of 
putting into Dover, the vessel came round 
'»the Thames, and the passengers were 
•ded at Gravesend.     Langley having 
?«' all his money at Calais, now affected 
• jjr of unconcern, saying that he had 
'? English money in his possession, from 
"naving been so long abroad; on which 
•8 of the company lent him money, and 
'"the following day he arrived  at his 
'"Mr's house in London. 

When he had reposed himself some 
days after his journey, the father desired 
him to make choice of some profession ; 
on which he mentioned his inclination to 
study either physic or law : but the old 
gentleman, who had no good opinion of 
either of these professions, persuaded him 
to follow his own trade of a goldsmith. 

For the present, however, he was 
placed at an academy, in Chancery Lane, 
that he might be instructed in those 
branches of knowledge requisite for a 
tradesman; but becoming acquainted with 
some young gentlemen of the law, he 
found that his father's allowance of pocket 
money was insufficient for his use; and, 
being unwilling that his new acquaint- 
ance should think that he was deficient 
in cash, he purloined small sums from a 
drawer in his father's shop; and wlien 
he did not find any money there, he stole 
some pieces of broken gold, which he 
disposed of to the Jews. 

The father having sent his son with 
some plate to the house of a gentleman in 
Grosvenor Square, the youth saw a very 
handsome woman go into a shop opposite 
a public-house; on which he went into 
the latter, and, inquiring after her, found 
she had gone to her own lodgings. Hav- 
ing ascertained this, he delivered his plate, 
and formed a resolution of visiting the fair 
object of his desires on the following Sun- 
day. When the Sunday came, the old 
gentleman left home—the son supposed, 
to smoke his pipe at an adjacent ale-house. 
In the mean time the son stole 7 guineas 
from three different bags, that his father 
might not discover the robbery, and then 
repaired direct to the lodgings of her on 
whose attractions he had so firmly fixed 
his passion. Having found favour in-the 
eyes of the frail one, they went from her 
lodgings to a tavern, where they remained 
till the following day, having no idea of a 
detection; but it happened that old Lang- 
ley, instead of going to his usual place of 
resort,watched Gilbert to the tavern above 
mentioned. 

On the Monday the father interrogated 
the youngster respecting his conduct on 
the preceding day; and particularly asked 
where he had been: to which Gilbert 
replied that he had been at church, where 
he met with some acquaintance, who pre- 
vailed on him to go to the tavern. Well 
knowing the falsehood of this tale, the 
father chastised him severely, and forbade 
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him the privilege of dining at his table 
till his conduct should be reformed. Thus 
obliged to associate with the servants, the 
young delinquent soon became too inti- 
mate with the kitchen-maid, robbing his 
father to buy such things as he thought 
would be acceptable to her. Amongst 
other things he purchased a pair of shoes 
for her, laced with gold, which he was 
presenting to her in the parlour at the 
very moment that his father knocked at 
the door. The girl instantly quitted the 
room ; but on the old gentleman interro- 
gating the son respecting the shoes, the 
latter averred that a lady, who said she 
had bought them in the neighbourhood, 
begged leave to deposit them at their 
house till the following day. 

After this the father permitted Gilbert 
to dine with himself, as he had originally 
done; but it was not long before he dis- 
covered him in too familiar a posture with 
the girl in the kitchen ; on which the girl 
was dismissed, and Gilbert was threatened 
with being disinherited unless he would 
reform. 

A middle-aged woman of grave appear- 
ance was now hired as servant; but the 
evil complained of was far from being 
cured, the same kind of familiarity on the 
part of young Langley soon taking place 
with her. 

Not long after the first-mentioned serv- 
ant was dismissed she swore herself preg- 
nant by young Langley, on which he was 
taken into custody by a warrant; in con- 
sequence whereof the father paid 151. by 
way of compromise. He then received 
his son into his favour, and forgave all 
his past errors. 

The death of the old gentleman put the 
son in possession of a considerable for- 
tune, exclusive of a good settled trade; 
and for the first year he applied himself 
BO closely to business that he made a net 
profit of 700/.: but he did not long con- 
tinue this course of industry ; for, having 
formerly connected himself with women 
of ill fame, particularly in the purlieus of 
Drury Lane, he now renewed his visits to 
those wretched victims and victimizers of 
" the lords of creation." 

A man of genteel appearance, named 
Gray, having ordered plate of Langley to 
the amount of 100/., invited him to a 
tavern. In the course of conversation, 
the stranger said he had dealt with his 
Jate father, for whom he had the greatest 

respect; and, if agreeable, he wouldintr. 
duce him to a lady who had 3O,O00i' 
her fortune. This was only a scheme' 
defraud Langley, who delivered the pin 
and took a draft for the money on avb 
ner in Bartholomew Close ; but whed, 
went to demand payment he found 4 
vintner had removed. 

On the following day the vintner's nil 
went to Langley, and informed himtlii 
Gray had defrauded her husband of 4sH 
and Langley, being of a humane di» 
sitioii, interested himself so far in beliij 
of the unfortunate man, that a letlerii 
license for three years was granted 
by his creditors. 

Langley now took out an action agaii; 
Gray, whom he was not able to find; k 
he was one day accosted by a mant 
Fleet Street, who asked him to step ii; 
a public-house, and he would tell lib 
where he should meet with the defraiife 
Langley complying with the proposal, tk 
stranger said he would produce Gray sit- 
in an hour if the other would give liini 
guinea; which being done, the straHfc 
went out, and did not return. Exaspt 
rated by this circumstance, which seeiiisl! 
have been a contrivance of one of Graji 
accomplices, Mr. Langley employed ii 
attorney, who soon found the delinijiiai 
against whom an action was taken oiit,ii 
consequence of which he was coiiUnii 
several years in the Marshalsea. 

Langley now became a sportsman on 
the turf at Newmarket, under the iiisttut 
tion of a vintner in Holborn, whose nim 
entering into his service, soon fellavittii 
to his unbounded lust. 

Langley becoming acquainted withsom 
young fellows in the Temple, three of tkeii 
and four women of the town, went will 
him to Greenwich, where they gave lli 
ladies the shp, and took a boat to Lontai 
but the women, pursuing them, overtooi 
them in the river, and, attempting totoii 
their boat, afforded great diversion to tk 
spectators. Our adventurers' watemii, 
however, rowing hard, they reached tit 
Temple, and concealed themselves in * 
of the chambers a few minutes before tii 
ladies landed. 

Soon after tliis Langley made anotka 
excursion to Greenwich, to visit a m 
and gentleman, who had a remarkakli 
handsome servant-maid, whom our 
venturer found means to seduce; I'' 
consequence of which was that she »• 
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cams pregnant, and made repeated appH- 
cations to liim for support: he gave her 
j considerable sum of money, and heard 
no more of her from that period. 

Tims living in a continual round of dis- 
sipation his friends recommended matri- 
mony as the most likely step to reclaim 
him; in consequence of which he mar- 
ried a young lady named Brown, with a 
liandsorae fortune. 

He had not been long married before 
lie determined to borrow all the cash and 
jewels he could, and decamp with the 
property. As he had the reputation of 
being in ample circumstances, he found 
no difficulty in getting credit for many 
articles of value, with which he and his 
wife embarked for Holland; and in the 
mean time his friends took out a com- 
mission of bankruptcy against him. 

When Langley came to Rotterdam, he 
applied to the states-general for protec- 
tion, in apprehension of being pursued by 
his creditors; but the states not then sit- 
ting, the creditors made application to 
Lord Chesterfield, then ambassador at the 
Hague, which frustrated his intention. 

la the interim his creditors found out 
lis lodgings, in a village near Rotterdam ; 
but he eluded their search, leaving his 
wife with 400^. in the care of a friend. 
He did not tell her the place of his re- 
treat, to prevent any possibility of a dis- 
covery. After skulking from place to 
place, he went back to Rotterdam, and 
surrendered to his creditors; when he 
found that his wife was gone with an 
English captain to Antwerp. On his ar- 
rival in England he was examined before 
tke commissioners, and treated with the 
tustomary lenity shown to unfortunate 
tradesmen in such circumstances. 

After his affairs were adjusted he sailed 
'»Barbadoes, where he soon contracted 
so many debts that he was glad to take 
Ws passage to Port Royal, Jamaica; soon 
«jler arriving at which place he went to 
wit a planter at some distance, who 
»ould have engaged him as a clerk. 
Ungley told the planter that he owed 
Nollars at Port Royal, for which he 

TO left his chest as security. The gen- 
neman instantly giving him the money to 
'•em it, he went to Port Royal, adopted 
"name of Englefield, embarked as mid- 
»ipinan on board a man of war, and came 
"England, where the ship was paid off 
'"Mend of six months. 

Taking lodgings at Plymouth, where he 
was paid off, he addressed himself to a 
young lady whom he might have married 
with the consent of her father; but being 
then in an ill state of health, he pretended 
to have received a summons from his 
friends in London to repair immediately 
to that city on an affair of importance; 
upon the adjustment of which he would 
return and conclude the marriage. 

On his arrival in town, he sent for a 
man who had formerly lived with his 
father, from whom he learnt that his cre- 
ditors had not made any dividend under 
his bankruptcy, and that they were then 
engaged in a law-suit respecting a part of 
the property. This faithful servant of his 
father told him that his wife had retired 
to the North of England; and, supplying 
him with money, recommended him to 
lodge privately in Southwark. This advice 
he followed, and kept himself retired for 
some time; but when passing one day 
through Cheapside he was arrested, and 
conducted to the Poultry compter, where 
he continued many months, during which 
he was supported by the benevolence of 
the old servant above mentioned. While 
in the said compter he formed some very 
bad connexions; and being concerned with 
some other prisoners in an attempt to get 
free, he was removed to Newgate, as a 
place of greater security. While in this 
prison he fell ill of a disorder which put 
his life in jeopardy; on which his friends 
discharged the debt for which he had been 
arrested, and, placing him in lodgings, he 
soon recovered his health. \ 

Soon afterwards he got recommended 
to a captain in the Levant trade, with 
whom he was to have sailed; but a fatal 
attachment to a woman of ill fame pre- 
vented him from getting ready for the 
voyage. Langley's friends were much 
chagrined at this fresh instance of his 
imprudence; and soon afterwards he was 
again arrested, and carried to a sponging- 
house, where he attempted to despatch 
himself by a halter; but the breaking of 
the rope frustrated his design. The bailiff 
and his wife happening to be absent, and 
there being only two maid-servants in the 
house, Langley made them both drunk, 
and, effecting his escape, crossed over the 
water to the Borough, where he worked 
some considerable time with a colour- 
grinder. 

Disgusted with a life attended with so 
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much labour, he contracted with the cap- 
tain of a Jamaica ship, who took him to 
that island on condition of selling him as 
a slave; and on his arrival he was sold 
to Colonel Hill, who employed him to 
educate his children. Langley soon ran 
from his employer, and went on board a 
ship bound to England ; but he was im- 
pressed on his arrival in the Downs, put 
on hoard a man of war, and carried round 
to Plymouth. Langley and another man 
having deserted from the ship, strolled 
to London, and took up their residence 
in a two-penny lodging : but as Langley 
found no friends to support him, he con- 
tracted with one of those persons called 
crimps, who used to agree with unhappy 
people to go as slaves to the colonies. 
His contract was to sail to Pennsylvania : 
but while the ship lay in the Thames, 
he and a weaver from Spitalfields made 
their escape, and travelling to Canterbury 
passed themselves as Protestant refugees. 
Going hence to Dover, they embarked 
for Calais; and after some week's resi- 
dence in that place, Langley sailed to 
Lisbon, where he remained only a short 
time before he contracted debts, which 
obliged him to seek another residence, 
and he therefore went to Malaga, in 
Spain. 

His poverty was now extreme; and 
while he sat melancholy one day by the 
sea-side, some priests asked him from 
what country he came. He answered 
in Latin, " From England." They con- 
ducted him to a convent, relieved his 
distresses, and then began to instruct 
him in the principles of the Roman 
Catholic religion. Langley disguised his 
sentiments ; and, after being apparently 
made a convert, he was recommended as 
a page to a Spanish lady of distinction. 
In this situation he continued several 
months; but having an affair of gallantry 
with the niece of the old lady, he was 
compelled to make a precipitate retreat 
from a window, and shelter himself in 
the house of an Irish tailor, who procured 
a passage for him to Gibraltar in the 
first ship that sailed. 

On his arrival at Gibraltar, he would 
have entered into the array: being re- 
fused, because he was not tall enough, 
his distress compelled him to work as a 
labourer in repairing the barracks; but 
he soon quitted this business, and offi- 
ciated  as  a  waiter   in  the   tennis-court 

belonging to the garrison; but, it being 
intimated to the governor that he was a 
spy, he was lodged in a dungeon, where 
he remained more than a fortnight. On 
obtaining his discharge, he embarked on 
board a Spanish vessel bound to Barbatr 
with corn ; and on his return to Spain he 
applied to the monks of a convent, who 
charitably relieved him, and the prior 
agreed to take him a voyage to Santa 
Cruz; but having no great prospect ot 
pecuniary advantage in this way of lite, 
he went to Oratava, where some English 
merchants contributed to his support; 
as he could get no settled employ at 
Oratava, however, he soon sailed to 
Genoa. 

From Genoa the vessel sailed to Cadii; 
and Langley being now appointed stevratJ 
to the captain, in the course of his reading 
some letters, found one directed to Messrs, 
Ryan and Mannock. Having been j 
schoolfellow with Mr. Mannock, be re- 
quested the captain's permission to go oi 
shore, and was received in the most 
friendly manner by Mr. Mannock, wlio 
offered to serve him in any way willin 
his power; when Langley said, what hi 
wished was a discharge frort his present 
situation. 

Mr. Mannock wrote to the captain, 
desiring him to pay the steward, and dis- 
charge him ; but this was refused, mi 
Langley consequently took a lodging, ti 
which he was recommended by his frieni, 
who desired he would dine daily at lis 
table till he procured a passage fa 
England. He likewise gave him mom) 
and clothes, so as to enable him to appu 
in the character of a gentleman. 

Langley behaved with great regutall 
for some time ; but, the season of a »• 
nival advancing, he got into compH' 
with a woman of ill fame, with whom « 
spent the evening; and on his return Ij 
was robbed of his hat, wig, and a li* 
which he had borrowed of his !"»'• 
On the following day, Mr. Mannock a' 
the book lying at a shop for sale; vm 
chagrined him so much, that he asl 
Langley for it, who acknowledged 
whole affair; and Mr. Mannock, sf 
posing the woman was privy t" * 
robbery, took out a warrant against* 
by which he recovered his book, w'- 
he greatly esteemed. This matter W 
adjusted, Langley, by the help »'J 
friends, procured a passage for Enj'"'' 
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lilt just as he was going to embark he 
jet with a woman who detained him 
lili the ship had sailed; upon which he 
lool a boat, and passed over to St. Lucar, 
ikere lie went on board an English 
tessel, which took him to his native 
tountry. 

On his arrival in London, he found 
llat his creditors, under the bankruptcy, 
lad received lOs. in the pound, which 
«ave him reason to hope that he should 
iave a sum of money returned to him, 
lith which he proposed to engage in a 
small way of business. Having that view, 
It applied to his wife's mother for assist- 
iite, and for information where he might 
iiid his wife; but she positively refused 
to render either. 

Langley now gave himself up to despair, 
lid associated with the worst of company; 
and, though he had some money left him 
It this junctui'e, he dissipated the whole 
ii the most extravagant and thoughtless 
uanner. 

He now made an acquaintance with 
me Hill, a .young fellow who was in 
similar circumstances. Having agreed 
Jgooverto Paris together, they walked 
ss far as Dover; but on their arrival, 
Wing that an embargo had been laid 
II all vessels in the port, they determined 
ioreturn to London. 

fcing now destitute of cash, they de- 
imded a man's money on the highway; 
kt on his saying he had none, they 
»oilied him and took from him three 
Wings, which they threw away almost 
«mn as they liad obtained it. For this 
•nee, however, they were apprehended 
"tliesame day; and, being tried at the 
"St assizes for Kent, were capitally con- 
*il; but, through the lenity of the 
.'•fethe sentence was changed to trans- 
("lation for seven years; and Langley 
* transported in the month of Decem- 
ber, 1740. 

'BE BURIAL-PLACE OF NAPLES.    MOST 
HOEEIBLE MODE OF INTERMENT. 

ha Willis' • Pencillings by the Way."    1835.] 

."fread so many harrowing descrip- 
*' of the burial-place of Naples that 
'.'tiiriosity arose as we drove along in 
't't of it, and, requesting my friends to 
'He down, I joined an American of my 

Taintance, and we started to visit it 
'swev.   An old man opened the iron 

door, and we entered a clean, spacious, 
and well paved area, with long rows of 
iron rings in the heavy slabs of the pave- 
ment. Without asking a question, the old 
man walked across to the farther corner, 
where stood a movable lever, and, fasten- 
ing the chain into the fixture, raised the 
massive stone cover of a pit. He re- 
quested us to stand back for a few minutes 
to give the effluvia time to escape, and 
then, sheltering our eyes with our hats, 
we looked in. 

You have read, of course, that there 
are three hundred and sixty-five pits in 
this place, one of which is opened every 
day for the dead of the city. They are 
thrown in without shroud or coffin, and 
the pit is sealed up at night for a year. 
They are thirty or forty feet deep, and 
each would contain perhaps two hundred 
bodies. It was some time before we 
could distinguish anything in the dark- 
ness of the abyss. Fixing my eyes on 
one spot, however, the outlines of a body 
became defined gradually, and in a few 
minutes, sheltering my eyes completely 
from the sun above, I could see all the 
horrors of the scene but too distinctly. 
F.ight corpses, all of grown persons, lay 
in a confused heap together, as they had 
been thrown in one after another in the 
course of the day. The last was a power- 
fully made, grey, old man, who had fallen 
fiat on his back, with his right hand lying 
across and half covering the face of a 
woman. By his full limbs and chest, 
and the dark colour of his legs below the 
knee, he was probably one of the lazza- 
roni, and had met with a sudden death. 
His right heel lay on the forehead of a 
young man, emaciated to the last degree, 
his chest thrown up as he lay, and his 
ribs showing like a skeleton covered with 
a skin. The close black curls of the 
latter, as his head rested on another body, 
were in such strong relief that I could 
have counted them. Off to the right, 
quite distinct from the heap, lay, in a 
beautiful attitude, a girl, as well as I 
could judge, of not more than nineteen 
or twenty. She had fallen on tlie pile 
and rolled or slid away. Her hair was 
very long, and covered her left sho\ilder 
and bosom ; her arm was across her body; 
and if her mother had lain her down to 
sleep, she could not have disposed her 
limbs more decently. The head had 
fallen a little wav to the right, and the feet. 
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which were small, even for a lady, were 
pressed one against the other, as if she 
were about turning on her side. The 
sexton said, that a young man came with 
the body, and was very ill for some time 
after it was thrown in. 

We asked him if respectable people 
were brought here. " Yes," he said; 
" many. None but the rich would go to 
the expense of a separate grave for their 
relations. People were often brought in 
handsome grave-clothes, but they were 
always stripped before they were left: the 
shroud, whenever there was one, was the 
perquisite of the undertakers." 

And thus are flung into this noisome 
pit, like beasts, the greater part of the 
population of this vast city—the young 
and the old, the vicious and the virtuous 
together, without the decency even of a 
rag to keep up the distinctions of life! 
Can human beings thus be thrown away— 
men, like ourselves — women, children, 
like our sisters and brothers? I never 
was so humiliated in my life as by this 
horrid spectacle. I did not think a man— 
a felon, even, or a leper — what you will, 
that is guilty or debased—I did not think 
anything that had been human could be 
so recklessly abandoned. Pah ! it makes 
one sick at heart! God grant I may not 
die at Naples! 

While we were recovering from our 
disgust, the old man lifted the stone from 
the pit destined to receive the dead of the 
following day. We looked in. The bot- 
tom was strewed with bones, already 
fleshless and dry. He wished us to see 
the dead of several previous days, but 
my stomach was already tried to its 
utmost. We paid our gratuity, and hur- 
ried away. 

A few steps from the gate we met a 
man bearing a cofHn on his head. Seeing 
that we came from the cemetery, he asked 
us if we wished to look into it. He set it 
down, and, the lid opening with a hinge, 
we were horror-struck with the sight of 
seven dead infants ! The youngest was at 
least three months old; the eldest perhaps 
a year; and they lay heaped together like 
so many puppies, one or two of them 
spotted with disease, and all wasted to 
baby-skeletons. While we were looking 
at them, six or seven noisy children ran 
out from a small house at the road-side, 
and surrounded the coffin. One was a 
fine girl of twelve years of age, and, in- 

stead of being at all shocked at the aioU 
she lifted the whitest of the dead tliinas 
and looked at its face very earnestly, lojj. 
ing it with all the tenderest diminutives 
of the language. The others were busy 
in pointing to those they thought hal 
been prettiest, and none of them betrayed 
fear or disgust. In answer to a question 
of my friend about the marks of disease, 
the man rudely pulled one out by the 
foot that lay below the rest, and, holding 
it up to show the marks upon it, tossej 
it again carelessly into the coffin. He 
had brought them from the hospital for 
infants, and they bad died that niorainf. 
The cofHn was worn with use. He shut 
down the lid, and, lifting it again upon 
his head, went on to the cemetery, to empty 
it like so much offal upon the heap we 
had seen. 

IRVING'S DEFINITION OF HISTORY. 
HISTORY is but a kind of Newgate calen- 
dar, a register of the crimes and miseriej 
that man has inflicted on his fellow-ma 
It is a huge libel on human nature, td 
which  we  industriously  add  page after 
page, volume after volume, as if we mre 
building up a monument to the lioiioir 
rather than   the  infamy of our speciei 
If we turn over the pages of these cliro- 
nicies  that  man has written of himself, 
what are the characters dignified by the 
appellation of great, and held up to tin 
admiration of posterity? Tyrants, robbeii, 
conquerors, renowned only for the iMJ- 
nitude of their misdeeds, and the stupen- 
dous wrongs and miseries they liave it- 
flicted upon mankind; warriors, who ka« 
hired themselves to the ti-ade of bW 
not from motives of virtuous patriotisn, 
or to protect the injured and defencelesi, 
but merely to gain the vaunted glwj'il 
being adroit and successful in massacre- 
ing their fellow-beings!    What avc tie 
great  events  that  constitute a gkti* 
era? The fall of empires—the desolalioi 
of happy countries—splendid cities sniol- 
ing in their ruins—the proudest works ij 
art tumbled in the dust—the shrieks » 
groans of whole nations ascending n* 
Heaven! 
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THE MOST NOTORIOUS HIGHWAYMEN.    N^ 9. 

THOMAS QUIN, JOSEPH DOWDELL, AND THOMAS TALBOT. 

[QVIN STOPPING A CARRIAGE IN DKURY LAM-.] 

lit viUanies disclosed in the following 
'native, will show the gross impropriety 
•mastevs and mistresses giving false 
'Waders of servants. Quin, a murderer 
"aisown country, Ireland, was recom- 
*oki to a person in London as a youth 
nood morals, notwithstanding his very 
•»«Joncd disposition. Dowdell, who in 
w apprenticeship injured his first master, 
Ptured a recommendation to another, 
*ards whom he also proved a villain. 
"H the third of this dangerous gang, 
"itt having robbed on the highway for a 
, , —e time, being afraid of appre- 
naon, applied to be restored to honest 

"itade, and was refused; but his mas- 
'"ipity to his distresses, recommended 

him to a nobleman, who, on the first 
opportunity, was robbed by his newly- 
employed servant, with whom he had had 
so satisfactory a recommendation. In 
fine, it appears that the above were all 
delinquents from an early age, and that 
each had been imposed on honest people 
by those who knew them to be such : nor 
is it a little singular that three such cha- 
racters should make their disgraceful exit 
together, and they only, considering that 
they were not connected on setting out on 
their courses of iniquity. 

Quin was a native of Dublin, and the 
son of poor but honest parents: his father 
dying while he was a child, his uncle put 
him to school, and afterwards placed hira 

2 E 
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apprentice to a buckle maker, with whom 
he served three years faithfully ; but his 
friends clothing him very genteelly, he 
began to associate with a gay company 
of youngsters, and was guilty of many 
irregularities. These thoughtless youths 
were frequently engaged in riots, and 
Quin was considered as the head of the 
party. In one of their nocturnal insur- 
rections, Quin murdered a man, whose 
friends, watching him to his master's 
house, desired that he might be delivered 
up to justice; but some of the journey- 
men sallied forth with offensive weapons, 
and drove off the people. A warrant 
being afterwards issued for apprehending 
the murderer, his master advised him to 
depart for England. A subscription for 
his US8 being raised by liis friends, he 
came to London, having recommendations 
to some gentlemen of the place; but of 
these he made no use, for, frequenting the 
purlieus of St. Giles's, he spent his money 
amongst the lowest of his countrymen, 
and then entered himself on board a man 
of war. 

After a service of six months, Quin 
quitted the ship at Leghorn, and sailed in 
another vessel to Jamaica, where he re- 
ceived his wages, which he soon spent. 
He now agreed to work his passage to 
England; and the ship arriving in the 
port of London, he took lodgings in St. 
Giles's, and soon after became acquainted 
with Dowdell and Talbot; the former of 
whom was the son of a bookbinder in 
Dublin, who, being in low circumstances, 
was unable to educate his children as he 
wished. His son Joseph, who was re- 
markable for the evil propensities of his 
disposition, he apprenticed to a breeches- 
maker; but the graceless youth grew 
weary of his place before he had served 
two years of his time. 

Dowdell was one time ordered by his 
master to take proper care; of some green 
leather, particularly to defend it from the 
snow; instead of which he heaped such 
quantities of snow and ice upon it, that 
it was greatly reduced in value : this cir- 
cumstance so exasperated his master, that 
he was glad to get rid of him by delivei- 
ing up his indentures of apprenticeship. 
Thus at large, and the father ill able to 
support him, he was recommended to the 
service of a gentleman in the country, 
with whom he might have lived happily; 
but  here he  conducted  himself in  the 

most disgraceful manner, and at 
he ran away to Dublin and corameitii 
pickpocket. After some practice in tli 
way, he became connected with a 
of housebreakers, in company with wlioj 
he committed several depredations i 
Dublin. Having broken open a gentlt 
man's house, he was opposed by the» 
vants, and effected his escape onh ki 
the use he made of a hanger; soon 
which he was taken by the watcko 
and being carried before a magistral! k 
was committed to prison till the iii 
morning. His person was advertini 
and he was brought to trial; but iiont 
the servants being able to swear to liin 
ho was acquitted for want of evideiii 
He now renewed his dangerous practics 
and committed a variety of robleris 
One of the most singular of liis expl* 
was — Going to the house of a farms 
near Dublin, he pretended to be a ciliic 
who wanted a lodging for the benetl 
his health, for which he would paji 
liberal price: the unsuspecting farat 
put bis lodger into the best chanife 
and supplied his table in the mostamjl! 
manner. After a residence of ten fc 
he asked the farmer's company to it 
town of Finglass, where he waiileJi 
purchase some necessaries: the famt 
attended him, and Dowdell pmck' 
some articles at different shops, in o! 
of which he saw a quantity of gold ii 
till, which he resolved to appropriaiel 
his own use. Having returned lioe 
with the farmer, Dowdell preteiidelr 
recollect that he had omitted to pnrct 
some medicines which he niirst take* 
night, and which had occasioned liis? 
ing to Finglass : the farmer conscqii* 
ordered a horse to be saddled, and Di' 
dell set forward, promising to letiirnl* 
fore night. On his arrival at " 
put up his horse, and stealing unperceni 
into the shop above mentioned he * 
the till with the money, and immei*: 
set out for Dublin. In the interim,* 
farmer, missing his lodger, went to'' 
glass, whence, not finding him there,'j 
proceeded to Dublin, where lie clu* 
to put up his horse at the same inn *• 
Dowdell had taken up his quarters, i; 
a short time he saw our adventurer'* 
some dealers, to whom he would »'« 
sold the horse; on which the fannerP": 
cured a constable, seized the offenii"|'' 
lodged him in prison,    For this 
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ANNALS OF CRIME. 

rlliery (a r^"! o""! doubtless, in inten- 
j„) he was bi'ought to trial; but it ap- 
Biing that the farmer had entrusted him 
lill the horse, he could be convicted of 
Biking more than a fi-aud, for which he 
(ceived sentence of transportation. 

The vessel in which Dowdell sailed 
leiK overtaken by a storm was dashed 
«the rocks of Cumberland, and many 
hs were lost; but several, among whom 
las Dowdell, swam on shore, and went 
lilfhitehaven, where the inhabitants con- 
nitated liberally to their relief. Dowdell, 
Belling to Liverpool, entered on board 
iprivateer, which soon took several prizes, 
hwhich he received 60/. as his share: 
kit this he soon squandered in the most 
iliiightless extravagance. Being reduced 
I) poverty, he robbed a Portugese gentle- 
nan; for which he was apprehended, but 
iteiwards released on the intercession of 
leEnglish factory. He then sailed for 
England, and arrived in London, where 
le had been but a short time when he 
ktame the associate of a gang of pick- 
[octets and street-robbers (among whom 
•isone Carter), whose practice it was to 
•mit depredations at the doors of the 
ikilres. Dowdell had not long entered 
into this association before he and Carter 
rat under the piazzas in Covent Garden, 
ilere the latter demanded a gentleman's 
loney, while Dowdell watched at a little 
fttance, to give notice in case of a sur- 
prise, While Carter was examining the 
ftnlleman's pockets, he drew his sword, 
lid killed the robber on the spot; and a 
«b gathering at the instant, it was with 
?eat difHculty that Dowdell effected his 
•ape. He now went to the lodgings of 
1 woman of ill fame, who, having been 
Iftetofore kept by a man of rank, had 
[wived a gold watch and some trifling 
jwls, which Dowdell advised her to 
fun, to raise him ready money: the 
pl hesitating to comply, he beat her in 
1 most violent manner; on which she 
wore the peace against him, and he was 
lodged in Newgate, but discharged at the 
Mst sessions, no prosecution being com- 
itnced against him. He was no sooner 
"•ge, than he made a connexion with 
' 'Oman of the town, whom an officer 
W taken to Gibraltar, and during her 
jRidence with whom she had saved a 
''Mdred moidores. Dowdell having pos- 
*'sed himself of this sum, soon spent it 
altavagantly,  ;md   then   actually   pre- 

211 
vailed upon her to pawn her clothes for 
liis support. 

Talbot was the son of poor parents,who 
lived in Wapping; and having received a 
common education, he engaged himself as 
the driver of a post-chaise, in the service 
of a stable-keeper in Piccadilly. While 
he was driving two gentlemen on the Bath 
road, a highwayman stopped the carriage, 
and robbed them of their watches and 
money. This circumstance gave Talbot 
an idea of acquiring money by similar 
inalpractices; and on his return to Lon- 
don he made himself acquainted with 
some highwaymen, assuring them that ho 
was properly qualified to give them the 
intelligence necessary for the successful 
management of their business. His pro- 
posal met with a ready acceptance; and 
a company having soon afterwards hired 
a coach and six of his master to go to 
Bath, Talbot gave one of the highway- 
men notice of the affair, and it was re- 
solved the robbery should be committed 
on Hounslow Heath. The highwaymen 
met the carriage on the appointed spot, 
and robbed the parties of all they had; 
so thtit they were obliged to return to 
London for money before they could pur- 
sue their journey. Talbot's share of this 
plunder amounted to 50/., which gave 
him such spirits that he resolved to follow 
up the same iniquitous mode of living. 
In consequence of this resolution Talbot 
informed a highwayman of some coinpany 
going to Bath, and the latter attempted 
to rob them; but a gentleman in the car- 
riage shot him dead on the spot. Mor- 
tified at the fate which had befallen his 
friend, Talbot no sooner arrived in London 
than he determined to resign his employ- 
ment, and commence robber on his own 
account; but previous to engaging in this 
business, he spent the money he had in 
hand in the most depraved company. 
After several attempts to commit rob- 
beries, and having narrowly escaped the 
hands of justice, he grew sick of his em- 
ployment and requested his former mas- 
ter to take him into his service: this he 
declined, but, pitying his distress, recom- 
mended him to a nobleman, iu whose 
family he was engaged. 

Talbot had been but a short time in 
his new place, when he robbed the house 
of several articles of value, which he sold 
to the Jews, to supply the extravagance 
of one of the maid-servants, with whom 
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he had an amour. This theft was not 
discovered at the time; but Talbot was 
soon discharged from his place, in con- 
sequence of the sourness of his temper, 
which rendered him insupportable to his 
fellow-servants. On his dismission he 
spent his ready money with the most 
abandoned company, then commenced 
housebreaker, and committed a variety 
of depredations in the neighbourhood of 
London; for one of which he was ap- 
prehended, and brought to trial at the 
Old Bailey, but acquitted for want of 
evidence. 

On the very evening of his acquittal he 
stopped a carriage in Drury Lane, and 
robbed a gentleman of his money, which 
he soon squandered in his usual reckless 
way; and within a week afterwards he 
broke into a house in Westminster, where 
he obtained plate and cash to a large 
amount, and escaped apprehension. 

K few days after this transpired he was 
taken into custody for picking a gentle- 
man's pocket, brought to trial at the Old 
Bailey, sentenced to be transported for 
seven years, shipped to America, and sold 
into slavery. He had not been long in 
this situation, when he embarked at Bos- 
ton, in New England, on board a priva- 
teer ; and when at sea he entered into a 
conspiracy with some of the sailors, to 
murder the officers and seize the vessel; 
but the confederacy being discovered in 
time, a severe punishment was inflicted 
on Talbot and his villanous coadjutors. 

Talbot, quitting the privateer, sailed to 
England in a man of war; and engaging 
with some street-robbers in London, he 
was apprehended, tried and convicted, and 
sentenced to death ; but he fovmd interest 
to obtain a pardon on condition of trans- 
portation. He had not been long abroad, 
however, before he returned, in company 
v/ith an abandoned woman who had been 
transported at the same time; and this 
woman introduced him to the acquaint- 
anceship of Quin and Dowdell, in whose 
company he committed a considerable 
number of robberies. 

These accomplices robbed six coaches 
one evening, and obtained immense plun- 
der ; but tills being soon spent in extra- 
vagance, they at length embarked in a 
robbery by which they sacrificed their 
lives. Having'formed a connexion with 
a man named Cullcn, they all joined in a 
street-robbery, and, stopping a coach in 

Long Acre, robbed a gentleman of i; 
watch and money. Some people, li 
informed of the affair, immediately pi,'. 
sued them; and Cullen, being taken 
custody, was admitted evidence agais 
his accomplices, who were apprehendij 
on the following day. 

Being brought to trial at the ne: 
Bailey sessions, the culprits, Quin, Di,. 
dell, and Talbot, received sentenct i 
death; but after their conviction fc 
seemed as little sensible of the enoruii 
of their crimes, as any offenders iil(s 
cases have ever been recorded; and fe 
were executed at Tyburn on |the llll 
June, 1751, in a state of mind, it is 
thought, far different from what was 
desired. 

SCENE IN A FRENCH PRISON, 

[From •' The Fellow-Commoner."   London, IMf; 

OUR hero was one day in the court, 
usual, when a prisoner was brought in 
two men upon a broken wooden COK 
and laid down in a corner apart from it 
other inmates of the prison. He u 
reduced to a skeleton. His breath cai 
from him in short convulsive gi 
He had no coat upon his back, and is 
tattered shirt hung about his body i 
shreds. He was filthy in the last dcgm, 
and his shrunken countenance was n 
dered more ghastly by the dirt »i4 
which it was "o'erpatched." He seetd 
a young man scarcely beyond his t» 
tieth year, yet in his countenance m 
expressed more than the ordinary sumi 
misery of a long life. He did notiitteii 
word, as he was borne by two uiifc 
gaolers to the court, where they pW 
the hard couch upon which the * 
victim was lying, and seated themselva 
behind him. 

Anxious to know  the nature of 
young   man's   crime,   Dillon 
himself to a tall well-looking person»(» 
him, with large moustaches and a militi'!' 
air, and asked him if he knew upon i^ 
charge the invalid was confined. 

" They say lie has been plotting t» 
son," replied the Frenchman, v/ith as? 
nificant smile. " Our government, * 
does not choose to be meddled with; a» 
he who puts his hand into its mess ofpf 
ridge is sure to scald his fingers." 

" May I ask what was his spet* 
offence?" 
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" Why, sir, in a petite comedie which 

lie wrote he was so presumptuous as to 
introduce a story about a fox and some 
geese. This was presumed to be levelled 
against the ministers of state, who are so 
lensitive upon these matters that they 
cannot bear Titania's wing to fan their 
sensibility, and he was accordingly com- 
mitted to prison." 

" Is it possible that he should be incar- 
cerated upon the mere arbitrary inter- 
pretation of a passage in a play ? " 

" Possible, say you ? Why, if a man 
looks treason here the laws lay hold of 
lim; but if he writes treason he lias no 
more chance of escape than a moth from 
tlie burning wick of a taper. Our prisons 
could tell some dark secrets. Death, sir, 
is an infallible ally when a tongue is to 
be stilled. This is the land of paradox— 
»e are free slaves. You Englishmen 
don't understand paradoxes." 

" How long has the poor young man 
been confined ?" 

" Seven months; but his release is 
signed," said the speaker, looking signifi- 
cantly towards the object of their con- 
versation. " He '11 soon defy prison 
loors, and slip out of the hands of his 
persecutors." 

"But it appears to me such a base 
anomaly in legislation, to confine a man 
in a dungeon without producing proof 
of crime." 

" Sir, his father was suspected of politi- 
tal delinquencj', and only saved himself 
from the benefits of lodging at the state's 
charge, by dying. The son, therefore, 
MS been made to expiate the imaginary 
'Ifences of the father, and his reckoning 
stems pretty nearly summed up." 

Dillon was still further confirmed by 
tins conversation, in the suspicion that 
mere was not the slightest hope of escap- 
ing conviction on his own trial. In pur- 
'wng the conversation with his fellovv- 
pnsoner respecting the invalid, he learned 
i« the unhappy youth had been torn 
•m the arms of a doting mother, and 
wt into a dungeon without even the 
"'"i of a trial. 'The miserable parent 
'ad never been allowed to see him. The 
'ys'em of espionage with which the French 
STOrnment was so familiar, was adopted 
wards her husband for some time before 
''s neath. Knowing him to be connected 
"mapolitical party hostile to the minis- 
'h he was vigilantly watched, and as he 

had escaped by death the miseries of 
imprisonment, which they were preparing 
for him, they determined, upon some 
flimsy pretext, to seize upon the son, and 
make him answerable for his father's po- 
litical delinquencies. They pretended to 
interpret a play which the youth had 
written, as containing a covert satire upon 
the ministers, and on this shallow pre- 
tence he was committed to gaol, and left 
to linger in a cell that would have been 
a cruel habitation for a dog. 

Dillon, affected at what he heard, ap- 
proached the wretched prisoner, who was 
evidently dying. He took his hand, and 
gently said—" I fear you are very ill." 

" Yes," replied the other, in a sharp 
hissing whisper, " I am very ill—I am 
a state victim." 

" We must have none of this," said 
one of the gaolers, surlily: " if you don't 
keep a quiet tongue between your teeth, 
you must go back to your apartment." 

" You might," observed Dillon, " use 
somewhat less harshness towards a dying 
man. Take care that the remembrance 
of this hour does not haunt your own 
deathbed." 

The man shrugged up his shoulders, 
directed a look of silent scorn at the 
speaker, and began twisting his whiskers, 
but did not reply. 

Dillon turned to the dying man, and 
asked him if he felt refreshed by the air. 

" It is now too late," he said, breath- 
lessly; " death is busy here," and he 
placed his hand upon his heart. " This 
is the only time I have been allowed to 
quit my dungeon for seven dreary months, 
and I am now brought out to die. Oh! 
I have one bitter regret; and that is, that 
I cannot breathe my last sigh upon the 
bosom which nourished my infancy, and 
hear a blessing aspirated by the tenderest 
of mothers." 

" Surely she will be allowed to visit 
you at a moment like this?" 

" Indeed she will not," said the gaoler, 
sternly; " we seldom admit women with- 
in'these walls, except they come as crimi- 
nals." 

" No, sir," gasped forth the dying man; 
" it is the practice of our government to 
punish innocent men with greater rigour 
than confirmed criminals, because tyrants 
always aim at bringing to a level with 
their own moral degradation those who 
are morally superior." 
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Both the gaolers started upon their 
legs, and swore with a Bavage oath that 
they would bear the sick man back to his 
cell that very moment, 

" Nay," said the prisoner feebly, " you 
will not carry me there alive — grant 
me a little longer to breathe the air of 
heaven." 

" Not an instant:" and they stooped to 
take up the couch. 

The invalid started upright, held out 
his hand, and faintly cried—" Hold ! " 

One of the gaolers pushed him violently, 
and he fell forward upon the stones of the 
court. Dillon raised him, but his eyes 
were closing—^lie drew a long sigh, the 
jaw fell, and all was still. He was be- 
yond the reach of further persecution. 

• Thou poor, pale piece 
Of outcast earth in darkness!    What a 

change 
From yesterday! 

Tlie two ruffians took up the body, 
flung it with a coarse oath upon the 
couch, and bore it from the court. 

" Ay," said the Frenchman, to whom 
Dillon had before spoken, as the two 
officials disappeared with their sad bur- 
den, " they make summary work of it 
here. He '11 be crammed into a hole 
before night, and thus will conclude the 
tragedy." 

"But the mother?" inquired Dillon, 
anxiously. 

" Oh ! ill news travel apace. She '11 
hear of her loss some day, and then she '11 
probably follow her son: at least, the 
government will give her all the encovt- 
ragement in the world to do so. But if I 
mistake not, you have got into a scrape. 
You are, perhaps, not aware that sympathy 
for a criminal is forbidden by the laws of 
France ; and yours, depend on't, won't 
pass without its meed. We must not be 
seen together, or I may be suspected of 
sharing in the sympathy that will be 
proved against you; and I have no ambi- 
tion, believe me, to share your reward. 
Au revoir." Saying which, he turned his 
back upon our hero, whistling a patri- 
otic air. 

When Dillon returned to his cell, he 
could not help reflecting upon the sad 
scene he had just witnessed, which did 
not at all tend to allay his unfavourable 
opinion, long and earnestly entertained, 
of political tyranny. It called to his mind 
the fine apostrophe of Young—• 

Oh my  view;   wliat death!   I   stretch 
visions rise ! 

What triumph! toils imperial! arts divine! 
In withered laurels; glide before my sight! 
What lengths of far-famed ages, billowed 

high 
With human agitation, roll along 
In utisnbstantial images of air! 
The melancholy ghosts of dead renown, 
Whispering faint echoes of the world's 

applause, 
With penitential aspect, as they pass, 
All point at earth, and hiss at human pride. 

RICHARD PARVIN, EDWARD ELLIOT, 
ROBERT KINGSHELL, HENRY MARSUAll, 

EDWARD PINK, JOHN PINK, AND 
JAMES ANSELL. 

THE above individuals formed a gangot 
daring plunderers, who carried on theii 
depredations with such effrontery that it 
was found necessary to enact the law 
hereafter recited, in order to bring them 
to condign punishment; and it was not 
long after it was in force, before it took 
due effect upon theiu. 

Having blackened their faces, tlieyweiil 
in the daytime to the parks of the nobility 
and gentry, whence they repeatedly stolt 
deer; and at length they murdered tbt 
Bishop of Winchester's keeper on Wal- 
tham Chase; from the name of whicli 
place, and from blacking their faces, 
they obtained the name of the Walthani 
Blacks. 

The following is the substance of lie 
Act of Parliament on which they wcti 
convicted. " Any person appearing ii 
any forest, chase, park, &c., or in an) 
high road, open heath, common, or down, 
with offensive weapons, and having te 
face blacked, or otherwise disguised, oi 
unlawfully and wilfully hunting, woiinJ- 
ing, killing, or stealing, any red or fall" 
deer, or unlawfully robbing any wartcn, 
&c., or stealing any fish out of any riv« 
or pond, or (whether armed or disgiiis• 
or not) breaking down the head or moinJ 
of any fishpond, whereby the fish i»i!' 
be lost or destroyed; or unlawfully am 
maliciously killing, maiming, or ivoum' 
ing any cattle, or cutting down or otliO' 
wise destroying any trees planted in a»)' 
avenue, or growing in any garden, »i' 
chard, or plantation, for ornament, sM- 
ter, or profit; or setting fire to any ho 
barn,   or outhouse,  hovol, cockmow, 
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ance of tli 
1 theyffw 
ppearing i« 
, or in aiij 
)n, or down, 

having te 
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ilawfullya"' 
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lament, slie- 
to any li»"* 
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stack of coin, straw, hay, or wood; or 
maliciously shooting at any person, in 
any dwellinghouse or other place; or 
knowingly sending any letter without 
my name, or signed with a fictitious 
name, demanding money, venison, or 
otlier valuable thing, or forcibly rescuing 
any person being in custody for any of 
(he offences before mentioned; or pro- 
curing any person by gift, or promise of 
money, or other reward, to join in any 
sucli unlawful act, or concealing or suc- 
conring such offenders, when, by order of 
council, &c., required to surrender, shall 
suffer death." Prior to the passing of 
tksaid Act of Parliament the offence of 
(leer-stealing was only a misdemeanour 
al common law. 

With respect to the malefactors in ques- 
tion, we shall now give such particulars as 
we liave been able to collect. 

Ricliard Parvin kept a public-house 
in Portsmouth, which he held with repu- 
tation for a considerable time, till he was 
imprudent enough to engage with this 
gang of ruffians,who practised the robbing 
of noblemen's and gentlemen's parks 
tlirougliout the country generally. The 
rejder is already apprized that it was the 
mstom of these fellows to go disguised. 
Aservant-maid of Parvin's, having left his 
lioiise during his absence, had repaired to 
111 alehouse in the country, at which place 
Parvin called on his return from one of 
liis dishonest expeditions, so that the girl 
liscovered him ; in consequence of which 
111 was committed to Winchester gaol by 
Ihe Mayor of Portsmouth, till his removal 
to London for trial. 

Edward Elliot was an apprentice to a 
tailor at Guildford, and was very young 
"lien he engaged with the gang, whose 
•rders he implicitly obeyed, till the follow- 
"'i circumstance occasioned his leaving 
tkem. Having met with two countrymen 
»lio refused to enter into the society, they 
•g holes in the ground, and placed the 
unhappy men in them, up to their chins; 
iM had these not been relieved by persons 
'•lio accidently saw them they must have 
pished. Shocked by this deed, Elliot 
• them, and for some time served a lady 
« a footman ; but on the day the keeper 
•as murdered, he casually met them in 
• fields, and on their promise that no 
•i should befall him he unhappily 
Msented to bear them company. The 
o"'g having  provided   themselves  with 

pistols, and blacked their faces with gun- 
powder, proceeded on their lawless depre- 
dations ; and while the rest of the party 
were killing deer, Elliot went in search of 
a fawn; as he was looking for which, the 
keeper and his assistants came up, and 
took him into custody. His associates 
were near enough to see what happened; 
and immediately coming to his assistance, 
a violent affray ensued, in which the keeper 
was shot by Henry Marshall, so that he 
died on the spot, and Elliot made his 
escape; but he was soon afterwards taken 
into custody, and lodged in the gaol of 
Guildford. 

Robert Kingshell, who was a native of 
Farnham, in Surrey, was placed by liis 
parents with a shoemaker; but being too 
idle to follow his profession, he was guilty 
of many acts of irregularity before he as- 
sociated liimself with the Waltliam Blacks, 
with whom he afterwards suft'ered. While 
he was in bed on the night preceding the 
fatal murder above mentioned, one of the 
gang awoke him, by knocking at his 
window; on which he arose, and went 
with hini to join the rest of the deer- 
stealers. 

Henry IVIarshall was a man distin- 
guished for his strength and agility: we 
have no account of the place of his birth, 
or the manner of his education ; but it 
is reasonable to suppose that the latter 
was of the inferior kind, since he appears 
to have been chiefly distinguished by his 
skill in the vulgar science of bruising. 
He was once the occasion of apprehending 
a highwayman, who had robbed a coach, 
by giving him a single blow, which broke 
his arm. He seems to have been one of 
the most daring of the Waltliam Blacks, 
and was the man who shot tlie keeper of 
the chase above mentioned. 

Edward Pink and Jolin Pink were 
brothers, who spent the former part of 
their lives as carters, at Portsmouth, and 
had maintained the character of honest 
men, till they became weak enough to join 
this desperate gang of deer-stealers. 

James Ansell, the last of the gang, 
likewise lived at Portsmouth. We are not 
informed in what way he originally sup- 
ported himself; but for some years before 
he joined tlie desperate company above 
mentioned he was a highwayman. He 
had been concerned with the Waltham 
Blacks about two years before the com- 
mission of the murder above recorded. 
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By a vigilant exertion on the part of 
the civil power, all the offenders in this 
affair were taken into custody; and it 
being thought prudent to bring tliem to 
trial in London, they were removed thi- 
ther under a strong guard, and lodged in 
Newgate. 

On the 13th of November, 1723, they 
were brought to trial in the Court of 
King's Bench; and being convicted on 
the clearest evidence, they were found 
guilty, and sentenced to death; wliich it 
was immediately ordered they should 
suffer on the 4th of the following month. 
The judge had no sooner pronounced the 
sentence than Marshall was deprived of 
the power of speech ; nor did he recover 
it till the day before his death. 

At Tyburn they were so dejected as to 
be unable to address the populace; but 
they confessed their crimes, and recom- 
mended their souls to God, beseeching 
his mercy, through the merits of Christ, 
with the utmost fervency and devotion. 

CRIME AND EXECUTION IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 

HERE.where murder for revenge is thought 
so little of, the same crime to perpetrate 
or conceal a robbery is sure to bring down 
the whole vengeance of the laws, whether 
administered in the name of Lynch, or 
of the state. Not twelve months ago, a 
young man, named Bayington, a com- 
positor, proposed a walk into the woods 
to his friend and companion, and then 
cut him down with a knife or dagger— 
took his money, about eighty or ninety 
dollars, and embarked in a steam-boat 
the same night to proceed to the north. 
Being immediately suspected, he was pur- 
sued and brought back, and, on circum- 
stantial evidence, was found guilty, and 
condemned to be hanged. Had he been 
acquitted, it was perfectly well known 
that his life would have been taken by 
the people. He remained some months 
in gaol, displaying the greatest indiffe- 
rence, denying his guilt, and writing sen- 
timental poetry, which appeared occasion- 
ally in the paper on which he had been a 
compositor. 

In the month of February last he was 
brought into the woods, where a tempo- 
rary gallows had been erected. He was 
allowed to walk, by liis own request, 
accompanied by his  cotmsel,   a  clergy- 

man, and some other gentlemen; and 
witliout knowing him it would hate 
been impossible to have designated tht 
culprit. Arrived at the tree, he veri 
coolly mounted the platform, accompa- 
nied by the clergyman, through whom 
he requested permission to read an ex- 
culpatory address which he had written. 
Being permitted, he proceeded witli an 
unblanched cheek, and an unfalterinj 
voice, to read a long, laboured, and artful 
commentary on tlie evidence on whicli 
he had been convicted, which would havt 
been perfectly suited to a lawyer to puzzle 
and confound a jury, but which tended to 
remove any doubts of his guilt. 

The limited time for his execution ap- 
proaching, he was interrupted by the 
sheriff—obliged to descend from the plat- 
form to have his shroud and cap put on, 
and to be pinioned. Then, for the finl 
time, the colour left his cheek; he ascended 
the ladder, and cast his eyes around on 
the guai'ds and the people, as if to see 
what other delay could be obtained; for 
his loitering walk and his long addresi 
were doubtlessly planned for the purpoie 
of delaying the execution till after font 
o'clock, when it could not legally take 
place; and hopes of success, it appeared, 
had never left him. 

On the sheriff proceeding to put tlie 
rope about his neck, he jumped from tb 
platform among the guards, dressed in liii 
winding-sheet, exclaiming that it was hii 
duty to save himself if he could, and lie 
would trj' it. However, the sheriff and 
his deputy soon seized him, and, in despite 
of his struggles, dragged him up the ladder 
and put the noose about his neck, 1« 
clinging to everything, and resisting to 
the utmost. The platform fell, and In 
appeared suspended, with his hands, wlii• 
were not sufficiently secured, clasping at 
rope so as to prevent its closing on Hs 
throat; and all their strength was insuffi- 
cient to remove them. In aboutaminiilf, 
as insensibility approached, they droppal 
of themselves, and the spectators behtW, 
at a few paces' distance, his uncoverej 
face—calm and unruffled like sleep, »'* 
the flush of youth and health, in the n* 
of a violent death. 

London: Printed, for tlie Proprietor, by TloiJ" 
Foale, 2, Unper Soutliatnpton Street. Pent•"";' 
and Published l>y WILLIAM MARK ClAKl; 
19, Wanvick Lane; and .T. PATTIE, High >>'"'• 
Bloomsbury : and to be had of all Booksellers. 
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[iL ICING  A MAN 

*"oilj in the metiopolis and its enii 
•»' bit 111 tlie coiintiy at laige, though 
•tile foimer pait mole especially, tlieie 
' 1 set of villains constantly prowling 
wutfor plunder by means of extortion, 
"reateiiiiig men of sufficient substance 
"illi the accusation of some heinous or 
witiiiiable crime. Oftentimes the gcn- 
Iman thus singled out by these con- 
'firalors, though innocent, dreading even 
'"* bteatli of suspicion against his cha- 
pter, is terrified into a consent to give 
"wmoney; and wlien once the devoted 
""'111 lias tlius yielded to their design, 
•''e is no prospect of an end to the 
*ttioiis from time to time made upon 
-"•many have even been utterly ruined 
'Mhe miabatable '       "       ' 
""Biascals. 

rapacity of such infa- 

IN  THE  rlLLOIlY.] 

In the present case the Hon. Edward 
Walpole was the mark of a confederacy 
of such extortioners, whose names are 
given above. On being brought to trial, 
it appeared in evidence that Mr. Walpole 
had been secretary to the Duke of Devon- 
shire, while his grace was Lord Lieute- 
nant of Ireland; and on his return to 
London, being in want of a confidential 
servant, he wrote to his friend Lord Boyle 
to procure him one, who some time after 
sent John Gather, one of his lordship's 
Irish tenants, to England. Mr. Walpole 
having in the mean time, however, hired 
an English servant, with whom he was 
well satisfied, he declined taking him, but 
told him to remain in his house till a 
place could be found for him. Thus was 
Gather, when he committed the liasest act 

2 F 
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of ingratitude, maintained like a gentle- 
man, Mr. Walpole having from time to 
time generously supplied him with pocket- 
money. 

Gather was one day observed by a serv- 
ant of Mr. Walpole's in new, gay clothes, 
which he put on and off with much pri- 
vacy ; slipping in and out of the house in 
a way that showed he did not wish to be 
seen in such dress by any of the house- 
hold. This soon came to the knowledge 
of the master, who, confident that he 
could not honestly come by the means of 
procuring such articles, suspected he had 
been plundered, and forbade him his 
house. 

From this moment Gather meditated 
revenge; and when the mind is prone to 
vice, the course is unhappily soon entered 
upon. Gather, during the time he had 
enjoyed Mr. Walpole's bounty, having no 
employment, formed an acquaintanceship 
with bad cliaracters; among whom was a 
gang of his own countrymen, who sup- 
ported their excesses by extorting money 
upon the plan already detailed; a plan 
against the operation of which, upon any 
attempt to victimize an individual, a most 
determined front should be opposed ; and 
even if suffering come for the truth's sake, 
let sufficient fortitude or courage be mus- 
tered to endure that suffering, seeing that 
such wl-etches can only by so doing be 
effectually defeated, and others be thereby 
discouraged in pursuing similar attempts. 
At the same time, the intended victim 
should adopt practicable means of proving 
his innocence of the crime witli which he 
may be publicly cliarged, and of inflicting 
punishment on his cruel and merciless 
pursuers. 

Tlie villains in question laid a snare for 
Mr. Walpole, by which, however, they 
were caught themselves; as he very pro- 
perly resisted their attempts, and caused 
them to be apprehended. 

On the 5th of July, 1751, John Gather, 
Patrick Kane, Daniel Alexander, and 
James Dixon were brought up to the 
King's Bench, accused of a conspiracy in 
charging, on their oaths, the Hon. Edward 
Walpole with the commission of a dis- 
graceful crime. They were found guilty, 
after a trial which lasted several hours, 
and received the sentences which are 
hereto annexed. 

John Gather: to stand three times in 
and  upon the pillory—the first time at 

Charing Cross ; the second, in Fled 
Street; and the third, in Cornhill: toki 
kept to hard labour in Clerkenwell Bride- 
well for the term of four years; thenij 
give security, himself in 40^., and tm 
sureties in 201. each, for his good behi- 
viour for four years more. 

Patrick Kane : to stand upon the »i|. 
lovy, and to be kept to hard labour ii 
Clerkenwell Bridewell for two years; 
then to give the like security as Jok 
Gather for five years more. 

Daniel Alexander (who was an attor- 
ney, and solicitor to the conspirators! ail 
who was the greatest villain of tlie gang): 
to stand once upon the pillory, andtoh 
imprisoned three years in the King's 
Bench prison; then to give secnrity ioi 
good behaviour for three years niore- 
himself in 200^., and two sureties in ]00/. 
each; and to be struck off tlie roll if 
attorneys. 

To some men the pillory would be m 
punishment: to stand with tlie head aiil 
hands fastened to a block of wood for'an 
hour, no pain arising therefrom, would k 
no terror to them, were not the populact, 
honestly indignant at the law's leiiieiii 
punishment in itself of such diaboliai 
villains as were formerly consigned to Ik 
pillory, (such as extortioners, conspirators, 
swindlers, perjurers, gamblers, and rogue 
of the like description, while he wlio slot 
to the amount of a shilling was haiigelj 
to supply the defect. This was amplj 
done on the present scoundrels, who «tti 
most severely pelted. 

On the trial taking place which deciW 
the fate of the first three culprits, Disoi 
absconded, and for a while he eluded ft' 
search made after him ; but being atW 
taken, he was brought to trial, and onll< 
4th of May, 1752, sentenced by the Conn 
of King's Bench to be imprisoned l» 
years, and to find sureties for his sefw: 
good behaviour for two years: first, ho' 
ever, he was to stand once upon tbcp 
lory at Charing Cross, where the ii" 
treated him with no less severity tk" 
they had treated those of his associates" 
villaiiy, who had already passed the * 
disgraceful spectacle. 

Let all on whom attempts are luaJi 
extort money by some iniquitous scliei' 
adopt the plan of the Hon. E. Walp* 
and they will not only defeat imposture- 
they will be most effectually a terror i 
evil-doers. 
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AWFUL END OF BARBARA SPENCER, 
COINER AND UTTERER OF BASE MONEY. 

TiiE mischief arising from counterfeiting 
tlie current coin of the realm reaches to 
every door. A poor man, cheated by one 
liase shilling) often finds a loss as great 
as an extensive forgery upon paper is 
to the wealthy merchant. The subjoined 
tecriptioii and history of the malpractice 
of coining, were written about twenty-five 
vtars since, when the forging of Bank 
of England Notes and British coin was 
probably at its height. The laws of the 
present day'are different with respect to 
forgery from those of that period; but 
llie statement gives an interesting de- 
velopment of the then state of base_ coin- 
ing both in its practice and the prmish- 
laent to which such practice was liable. 

Coining, or uttering base money, is high 
treason in the second degree. To rob the 
whole community is to be a traitor to the 
state. But it is asked, whether a mer- 
chant, who imports ingots of gold from 
America, and privately converts tliem into 
good money, be guilty of high treason, 
and merits death, which is the punish- 
ment annexed to the crime in almost all 
countries? Nevertheless, lie has robbed 
nobody: on the contrai-y, he has done 
service to the state by increasing the 
cBirency. But he had defrauded the 
ling of the small profit thereon. He has 
iadeed coined good money, but he has 
Mothers into the temptation of coiniirg 
lnd. Yet death is a severe punishment. 
A lawyer was of opinion that such a 
criminal should be condemned, as a use- 
Jiil hand, to work in the royal mint with 
i'ons to his legs. 

Ihe increased manufacture and exten- 
Be circulation of counterfeit money, par- 
iitiilarly of late years, is too obvious not 
jo have attracted the notice of all ranks. 
«has become an enormous evil in the 
wlancholy catalogue of crimes which the 
MS of the country are called upon to 
*ist the police in suppressing. Its ex- 
'•t almost exceeds credibility; and the 
Wcrity and ingenuity of these counter- 
* have, after considerable practice, 
•«ed thcra to finish the different kinds 
» base money, in so masterly a manner, 
'«It has become extremely difficult for 
' ^fflmoii observer to distinguish their 
vinous manufacture from the worn-out 
p'erof the mint.    So systematic, indeed, 
* this nefarious traffic become of late, 

that the great dealers, who in most in- 
stances are the employers of the coiners, 
execute orders for town and country, with 
the same regularity as manufacturers in 
fair branches of ti-ade. 

Scarcely a waggon or coach departs 
from the metropolis, which does not carry 
boxes and parcels of base coin to the 
camps, seaports, and manufacturing towns. 
In London, regular markets, in various 
public and private liouses, are held by the 
principal dealers; where hawkers, pedlars, 
fraudulent horse-dealers, unlicensed lot- 
tery-office keepers, gamblers at fairs, 
itinerant Jews, Irish labourers, servants 
of toll - gatherers and hackney-coach 
owners, fraudulent publicans, market- 
women, rabbit-sellers, fish-cryers, barrow- 
women, and many who would not be 
suspected, are regularly supplied with 
counterfeit copper and silver, with the 
advantage of near cent, per cent, in their 
favour; and thus it happens that, through 
these various channels, the country is 
deluged with immense quantities of base 
money, which get into circulation ; while 
diminution of the mint coinage is evident 
to every common observer. 

It is impossible to reflect on the neces- 
sity to which all persons are thus reduced, 
of receiving, and again uttering, money 
which is known to be false and counter- 
feit, without lamenting, that by thus 
familiarizing the mind to fraud and de- 
ception, the same laxity of conduct may 
be introduced into other transactions of 
life: the barrier being broken down in 
one part, the principle of common honesty 
is infringed upon; and infinite mischief to 
the very best interests of society is the 
result, in cases at first unthought of. 

To permit, therefore, the existence of 
an adulterated and ill-regulated silver and 
copper coinage, is, in fact, to tolerate 
general fraud and deception, to the ulti- 
mate loss of many individuals; for the 
evil must terminate at some period, and 
then thousands must suffer; with this 
aggravation, that the longer it continues 
the greater will be the loss of property. 

Nor has the mischief been confined to 
counterfeiting the coin of the realm. The 
avarice and ingenuity of man are constantly 
finding out new sources of fraud; inso- 
much, that in London, and in Birmingliam 
and its neighbourhood, Louis d'or, lialf- 
Johannas, French half-crowns and shil- 
lings, as well as several coins of Flanders 
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and Germany, and dollars of excellent 
workmanship, in exact imitation of the 
Spanish dollars issued from the Bank in 
1797, have been from time to time coun- 
terfeited, and apparently without suspicion 
that under the Act of the 14th of Elizabeth, 
cap. 3, the offenders were guilty of iiiis- 
prisioir of high treason. 

These ingenious miscreants have also 
extended their iniquitous manufacture to 
the coins of India: a coinage of the star 
pagoda of Arcot was established, by one 
person, in London for years. These coun- 
terfeits, being made wholly of blanched 
copper tempered in such a manner as to 
exhibit, when stamped, the cracks in the 
edges, which are always to be found on 
the real pagoda, cost the maker only VAd. 
each, after being double-gilt. When 
finished, they were generally sold to Jews 
at 5s. a dozen, who disposed of them 
afterwards at 2s., 3s., and even 5s. each: 
and through this medium, they have been 
introduced by a variety of channels into 
India, where they were mixed with the 
real pagodas of the country, and passed 
at their full denominated value of 8s. 
sterling. 

The sequins of Turkey, another gold 
coin, worth 5s. and 6s., have in like 
manner been counterfeited in London. 
Thus the national character is wounded, 
and the disgrace of the British name 
proclaimed in Asia, and even in the most 
distant nations of India. Nor can it be 
sufliciently lamented, that persons who 
consider themselves as ranking in superior 
stations of life, with some pretensions to 
honour and integrity, have suffered their 
avarice so far to get the better of their 
honesty as to be concerned in this ini- 
quitous traiFic. 

It has been recently discovered that 
there are at least one hundred and twenty 
persons in the metropolis and the country, 
employed principally in coining and selling 
base money ! and this independent of the 
numerous horde of utterers, who chiefly 
support themselves by passing it at its full 
value. 

It will scarcely be credited, that of 
criminals of this latter class, who have 
cither been detected, prosecuted, or con- 
victed, within the last seven years, there 
stand upon the register of tlie solicitor of 
the mint, more than six hundred and fifty 
names! And yet the mischief is not 

, (Jiminished.   When the reader is informed, 

that two persons can finish from 200/. lo 
300/. (nominal value) in base silver, in sis 
days; and that three people, within til 
same period, will stamp the like amoiintii 
copper; taking into the calculation tke 
number of known coiners, the aggregate 
amount in the course of a year will k 
found to be immense. 

On the circulation of Spanish doUatsiD 
1804, a Jew was apprehended for utteib 
base ones, and also suspected of being tki 
coiner thereof; but there being no provi- 
sion in the act against counterfeiting tliis 
coin, though it had been called in befe 
(1797), on that account the offender es- 
caped with impunity. 

So dexterous and skilful have coinas 
now become,   that by mixing a certain 
proportion of pure gold with a compouiiJ 
of base metal, they can fabricate guiiies 
that  shall bo  full weight,  and of siiti 
perfect workmanship,   as to elude a dis- 
covery except by persons of skill; wbili 
the intrinsic value does not exceed 13i. 
or 14s., and in some instances is notmoti 
than 8s.  or 9s.    Of this  coinage, con- 
siderable quantities were circulated some 
years  since,  bearing  the  impression oi 
George II.; and another coinage ofcoiii- 
terfeit.guineas of the year 1793, beariij 
the impression of his present Majesty, lis 
been for some years in circulation, iiiiisU 
in  a  masterly  manner,   for nearly M 
weight, although the intrinsic valneismi 
above 8s.; half-guineas are also in circu- 
lation, of the same coinage; andlatelyi 
good imitation of the 7«. pieces.   Biits 
the fabrication  of such coin requires! 
greater degree of skill and ingenuity tbi 
generally prevails, and also a greater capi- 
tal than most coiners are able to coniroaiil, 
it is to be hoped it has gone to no grtai 
extent; for, amidst all the abuses wliW' 
have prevailed of late years, it is unques- 
tionably true, that the guineas and m- 
guineas which have been counterfeited» 
a style to elude detection have bonieM 
proportion, in point of extent, to the c* 
age of base silver.    Of this latter tleii 
are five different kaids at present com- 
terfeited, which we shall proceed to eii«- 
inerate. 

The first of these are denominated » 
from the circumstance of this species ^ 
money being  cut out  of flatted pi*'; 
composed   of  a  mixture  of silver 
blanched   copper.     The   proportion 
silver runs from one fourth to one tin* 
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and ill some instances even to one half: 
liie metals are mixed by a cliemical pre- 
mratioii, and afterwards rolled by iiatting- 
iiills into the thickness of shillings, half- 
emms, or crowns, according to the desire 
or Older of the individuals who bring the 
copper and silver, wliieli last is generally 
stolen plate. It is known, that there are 
not at present above one or two rolhng- 
mills ill London, although there are seve- 
ral in the country, where all the dealers 
and coiners of this species of base money 
resort, for the purpose of having these 
plates prepared ; from which, when com- 
pleted, blanks, or round pieces, are cut 
out, of the sizes of the money meant to 
le counterfeited. 

The artisans who stamp or coin these 
Manks into base money, are seldom inte- 
rested themselves. They generally work 
IS mechanics for the large dealers, who 
employ a capital in the trade, and who 
furnish the plates, and pay about 8 per 
cent, for the coinage, being at the x'ate of 
li for each shilling, and 2!4rf. for each 
yf-crown. 

This operation consists first in turning 
Ike Hanks in a lathe, then stamping them, 
ky means of a press, with dies with the 
(saet impression of the coin intended to 
le imitated : they are afterwards rubbed 
ifilh sandpaper and cork; then put in 
aquafortis, to bring the silver to the sur- 
face; then rubbed with common salt; 
tlen with cream of tartar; then warmed 
i» a shovel, or similar instrument, before 
fclire; and last of all rubbed with black- 
"ij, to give the money tlie appearance of 
iiaving been in circulation. 

All these operations are so quickly per- 
•nied, that two persons (a man and his 
fife for instance) can completely finish 
'Hire nominal amount of 50/. in shillings 
»il half-crowns in two days, by which 
"ey will earn each 2 guineas a-day. 

A sliilling of this species, which exhibits 
•tirly the appearance of what has been 
*ially called a Birmingham shilling, is 
•insically worth from 2il. to 4rf.; and 
(towns and half-crowns are in the same 
P'oportioii. The quantity made of this 
wt of counterfeit coinage is very con- 
"oeiable: it requires less ingenuity than 
j^y of the other methods of coinage. 
''•gli at the same time it is the most 
'spensive, and of course the least profit- 
* to the dealer; who for the most part 
"poses of it  to  the  uttcrers, vulgarly 

called smashers, at from 28s. to 40s-. for 
a guinea, according to the quality ; while 
these smashers generally manage to utter 
it again at the full import value. 

The second species of counterfeit silver 
money passes among the dealers by the 
denomination of plated goods, from the 
circumstances of the shillings and half- 
crowns being made of copper of a reduced 
size, and afterwards plated with silver, so 
extended as to form a rim round the edge. 
This coin is afterwards stamped with dies, 
so as to resemble the real coin; and from 
the circumstance of the surface being pure 
silver, it is not easily discovered, except 
by ringing the luoney on the table: but 
as this species of base money requires a 
knowledge of plating, as well as a great 
deal of ingenuity, it is confined to few 
hands. It has, however, been extremely 
profitable to those who have carried it 
on, as it can generally be uttered without 
detection at its full import value. 

The third species of base silver money 
is called plain goods, and is totally con- 
fined to shillings. These are made of 
copper blanks turned in a lathe, of the 
exact size of a Birmingham shilling, after- 
wards silvered over by a particular opera- 
tion used in colouring metal buttons: they 
are then rubbed over with cream of tartar 
and blacking; after which they are fit for 
circulation. 

These shillings do not cost the makers 
above Vad. each; and they are sold very 
low to the smashers or utterers, who pass 
them where they can at the full nominal 
value; and then when the silver wears 
off, which is very soon the case, they are 
sold to the Jews, as bad shillings, who 
generally re-sell them at a small profit to 
customers, by whom they are re-coloured, 
and thus soon brought again into circula- 
tion. The profit is immense, owing to 
the trifling value of the materials; but 
the circulation, on account of the danger 
of discovery, it is to be hoped, is not yet 
very extensive. It is, liowever, to be 
remarked, that it is a species of coinage 
not of a long standing. 

The fourth class of counterfeit silver 
money is known by the name of castings, 
or cast goods. This species of work re- 
quires great skill and ingenuity, and is 
therefore confined to few hands; for none 
but excellent artists can attempt it, with 
any prospect of success. The process is 
to melt blanched copper, and to cast it 
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in moulds, having the impression, and 
being of the size of a crown, a half-ci'own, 
a shilling, or a sixpence, as the case may 
be ; after being removed from the moulds, 
the money thus formed is cleaned off, 
and afterwards neatly silvered over by 
an operation similar to that which takes 
place or is adopted in the manufacture of 
buttons. 

The counterfeit money made in imita- 
tion of shillings by this process, is gene- 
rally cast so as to have a crooked appear- 
ance ; and the deception is so admirable, 
that although intrinsically not worth Vid., 
by exhibiting the appearance of a thick 
crooked shilling they enter into circula- 
tion without suspicion, and are seldom 
refused while the surface exhibits no part 
of the copper; and even after this the 
itinerant Jews will purchase them at 3d. 
each, though six times their intrinsic 
value, well knowing that they can again 
be re-coloured at the expense of V/ad. a 
dozen, so as to pass without difficulty for 
their nominal value of I2d. each. A vast 
number of the sixpences now in circula- 
tion are of this species of coinage. 

The profit in every view, whether to 
the original maker, or to the subsequent 
purchasers, after having lost their colour, 
is immense. 

In fabricating cast money the workmen 
are always more secure than where presses 
and dies are used; because upon the least 
alarm, and before any officer of justice 
can have admission, the counterfeits are 
thrown into the crucible; the moulds 
are destroyed; and nothing is to be found 
that can convict, or even criminate, the 
offender. On this account the present 
makers of cast money have reigned long; 
and were they careful and frugal, they 
might have become extremely rich; but 
prudence rarely falls to the lot of men 
who live by acts of criminality. 

The fifth and last species of base coin 
made in imitation of the silver money of 
the realm is called figs, or fig things. It 
is a very inferior sort of counterfeit money, 
of which composition, however, a great 
part of the sixpences now in circulation 
are made. The proportion of silver is 
not, generally speaking, of the value of 
a farthing in a half-crown; although there 
arc certainly some exceptions, as counter- 
feit sixpences have been lately discovered, 
some with a mixture, and some wholly 
silver: but even these did not yield the 

maker less than  from 500 to lOOO pa 
cent., and sometimes more. 

It is impossible to estimate the amonnt 
of this kind of base money which las 
entered into the circulation of the coiintn' 
during the last twenty years; but it mast 
be very great, since one of the principal 
coiners of stamped money, who sometimi 
since left off his business, and made some 
important discoveries, acknowledged to 
the author that he had coined to tie 
extent of 200,000/. sterling in counterfeit 
half-crowns, and other base silver moiiev, 
in a period of seven years. This is tie 
less surprising, as two persons can stamp 
and finish to the amount of from 200(.ti 
300/. a-week. 

Of the copper money made in iiniti- 
tion of the current coin of the reali», 
there are many different sorts sold jt 
various prices, according to the size aiii 
weight ; but in general they may be 
divided into two sorts — namely,' tlie 
stamped and the plain halfpence, of bolli 
of which immense quantities have been 
made in London, Birmingham,Wcdgburj, 
Bilston, Wolverhampton, &c. 

T'he plain halfpence are generally maJe 
at Birmingham, and from their tliicknes 
afford a wonderful deception. They are 
sold, however, by the coiners, to the large 
dealers, at about a farthing each, or li 
per cent, profit on the tale or aggregate 
number. These dealers are not tie 
utterers, but sell them again by retail 
in pieces, or os. papers, at the rate ol 
from 28.S. to 31s. for a guinea; not onlj 
to the smashers, but also to persons in 
different trades, as well in the metropolis 
as in the country towns, who pass ibtn 
in the course of their business at the M 
import value. 

Farthings are also made in considerable 
quantities, chiefly in London; but so very 
thin, that the profit upon this specie of 
coinage is much greater than on the bait- 
pence, though these counterfeits are tot 
now, as formerly, made of base metal 
The copper of which they are made is 
generally pure. The advantage lies in tin 
weight alone, where the coiners, sellers, 
and utterers, do not obtain less than 2M 
per cent. A well-known coiner has be" 
said to finish from GO/, to 80/. sterlinj 
a-week. Of halfpence, two or three per- 
sons can stamp and finish to the noniiiw 
amount of at least 200/., it is said, u 
six days. 
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When it is considered that tliere are 

stldom less than between forty and fifty 
coinages or private mints, almost con- 
stantly employed in London and in dif- 
ferent country towns, in stamping and 
fabricating base silver and copper money, 
the evil may justly be said to have arrived 
at an enormous height. It is indeed true, 
that tliese people have been a good deal 
interrupted and embarrased, from time to 
time, by detections and convictions; but 
ithile the laws are so inapplicable to the 
new tricks and devices they have resorted 
to, these convictions are only a dro]) in a 
bucket. While such encouragements are 
held out, the execution of one rogue only 
makes room for another to take up his 
customers; and, indeed, as the offence of 
selling is only a misdemeanour, it is no 
unusual thing for the wife and family 
of a culprit, or convicted seller of base 
money, to carry on the business, and to 
support him luxuriously in Newgate, until 
llie expiration of the year and day's im- 
prisonment, which is generally the punish- 
ment inflicted for this species of offence. 

It has not been an unusual thing for 
several of these dealers to hold a kind of 
market, every morning, where from forty 
to fifty of the German Jew boys are regu- 
larly supplied with counterfeit halfpence, 
wbich t ley dispose of in the course of the 
Jay in different streets and lanes of the 
metropolis, for bad shillings, at about 3d. 
each. Care is always taken that the per- 
son who cries bad shillings shall have a 
oompanion near him, who carries the half- 
pence, and takes charge of the purchased 
sbillings (which are not cut), so as to 
elude the detection of the officers of the 
police, in the event of being searched. 

The bad sliillings thus purchased, are 
'fceived in payment by the employers of 
[lie boys, for the bad halfpence supplied 
»y them, at the rate of 4s. a dozen; and 
»e generally re-sold to smashers, at a 
font of 2s. a dozen; who speedily re- 
Wour them, and introduce them again 
'Mo circulation at their full nominal 
value. 
. These boys w^ill generally clear from 
* to 7s. a-day by this fraudulent busi- 
Mss, which they almost uniformly spend, 
mring the evening, in riot and debauchery, 
Wurniiig pennyless in the morning to 
>"eir old trade. 

J'hws it is that the frauds upon the 
public multiply beyond conception, while 

the tradesman, who, unwarily at least, if 
not improperly, sells his counterfeit shil- 
lings to Jew boys at 3d. each, little sus- 
pects, that it is for the purpose of being 
returned upon him again at the rate of 
V2d., or 400 per cent, profit to the pur- 
chasers and utterers. 

But these are not the only criminal 
devices to which the coiners and dealers 
of base money, as well as the utterers, 
have had recourse, for answering their 
iniquitous purposes. 

Previous to the Act of the 37th of 
George III., cap. 126, counterfeit French 
crowns, half-crowns, and shillings, of 
excellent workmanship, were introduced 
with a view to elude the punishment of 
the then deficient laws relative to foreign 
coin. 

Fraudulent die-sinkers are to be found 
both in the metropolis and Birmingham, 
who are excellent artists, able and willing 
to copy the exact similitude of any coin, 
from the British guinea to the sequin of 
Turkey, or to the star pagoda of Arcot. 
The delinquents have therefore every op- 
portunity and assistance they can desire; 
while their accurate knowledge of the 
deficiency of the laws, (particularly rela- 
tive to British coin,) and where the point 
of danger lies, joined to the extreme diffi- 
culty of detection, operates as a great 
encouragement to this species of treason, 
felony, and fraud; and affords the most 
forcible reason why these pests of society 
still continued to afflict the honest part 
of the community. 

An opinion prevails, founded on inform- 
ation obtained from one of the most intel- 
ligent of these coiners and dealers, that of 
the counterfeit money now in circulation 
not above one third is of the species of 
flats or composition money, which has 
been mentioned as the most valuable, 
containing from one fourth to one third 
silver, the remainder being blanched cop- 
per. The other two thirds of the counter- 
feit money being east or washed, and in 
reality worth little or nothing, the impo- 
sition is obvious. Taking the whole upon 
an average, the amount of the injury may 
be fairly calculated at within 10 per cent, 
of a total loss upon the mass of the base 
silver now in circulation ; which, if a con- 
clusion may be drawn from what passes 
under the review of any person who has 
occasion to receive silver in exchange, 
must   considerably   exceed   one   million 
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sterling! To tins we have the miserable 
prospect of an accession every year, until 
some effectual measures shall bo adopted 
to remedy the crying and grievous evil 
of so extensive a circulation of counterfeit 
money. 

Of the copper coinage, the quantity of 
counterfeits at one time in circulation 
might lie truly said to equal three fourths 
of the whole ; and nothing is more certain 
than that a very great proportion Of the 
actual counterfeits passed as mint half- 
pence, from their size and appearance, 
yielding the coiners a vast profit. 

Even at present the state both of the 
silver and copper coinage of this kingdom 
(the copper pence only excepted) deserves 
very particular attention ; for at no time 
can any person minutely examine the one 
coin or the other, which may come into 
his possession, without finding a consider- 
able portion counterfeit. 

These dealers are also assisted by fruit- 
women, who are always reiidy to give 
change to ladies, when perhaps not one 
shilling in the change is good ; and should 
the purchaser of the fruit object to any, 
abusive words ensue : an instance of this 
kind happened not long ago in Cranbourn 
Alley. Ilabbit and fowl hawkers are also 
very dexterous in passing bad money: 
they call in at shops, and propose bar- 
gains of fowls; and when they receive 
payment they have a mode of changing 
any silver placed in their hands, telling 
the purchaser that he has given a bad 
shilling or half-a-crown, &c., producing 
at the same time a notoriously base one; 
and the poor shopkeeper is done unless 
he sees through the chicanery, and sends 
for a constable. Such an impostor lately 
imposed upon some very respectable peo- 
ple in Chelsea, but ho has fortunately been 
stopped in his career. 

A species of counterfeit halfpence made 
wholly of lead, has been circulated in con- 
siderable quantities, coloured in such a 
manner as to deceive even the best judges. 
They are chiefly of the reign of George II. 
and have the exact appearance of the old 
mint halfpence. 

The same kind of counterfeit penny- 
pieces is also in circulation; and as a 
number of pence is often taken in a lump 
the leaden ones, on account of their size 
and simihtude, are seldom noticed. The 
colouring, however, is very apt to wear ofi' 
at the edges. 

Such is the description of the maim. 
facture and circulation of base coin in il; 
early part of the present century. The 
individual particulars of Barbara Speiweri 
may be briefly summed up. She waj 
born in the parish of St. Giles withoul 
Cripplegate, and proved in her youthful 
days to be of a violent temper. Findins 
her quite unmanageable at home, IM 
mother apprenticed her to a mantiii- 
maker, who, having known hev from a 
child, treated her with great kiiidnes. 
Barbara had served about two years when 
a dispute with her mistress caused lierto 
return home to her mother, with whom 
she had not resided long when she made 
a demand that a servant-maid might le 
kept. Barbara and the maid soon had a 
quarrel, in which the mother interposed; 
and Barbara left her for a short time, liil 
soon returned again. Not long after liJ! 
some malefactors were to be executed at 
Tyburn, and Barbara had determined to 
make one of the spectators, though other- 
wise advised by her mother, who, strag- 
gling to keep her at home, struck liei; 
but the daughter got awaj', and proceedeJ 
with a female acquaintance to Tyhuni, 
and thence to a house near St. Giles'i 
pound, where Barbara vowed she woiiM 
never again return to hev mother. In 
this fatal resolution she was encoiirageii 
by the company present, who persuaded 
her to believe that she might live in an 
easy manner if she would follow their sij 
of life. To this she readily agreed; and 
they employed her in uttering counterfeit 
money, of which they were the coiners: 
she was detected, fined, and imprisonel 
Not taking warning, however, by this ci(- 
cumstance, she returned to the pursuii, 
commenced coiner herself, and was si 
length apprehended, found guilty, and 
sentenced to be strangled and burnt. 

While under sentence she behaved m 
the most indecent and turbulent manner; 
nor could she be convinced that she lia« 
been guilty of any crime in making a fe" 
shillings. At Tyburn she seemed anxi«'" 
to exercise a prayerful spirit; but she «* 
much interrupted by the pitiless peltB? 
she received from the mob. She suffer 
on the 5th of July, 1721. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
HAVING in some of our former Numbers 
tommentod on the iniquity of a system of 
slavery existing in the very heart of " our 
native land," we now avail ourselves of a 
sibject proving to our readers that the 
J'stem as a whole is iniquitous beyond 
tecription or even conception. That 
•ject is the contents of a pamplilet, 
•'published about ten years since, en- 
*(1" A Memoir of Robert Blincoe, an 
Nian Boy, sent from the Workhouse of 
«• Pancras, London, at Seven Years of 
% to endure the Horrors of a Cotton- 
'V, through his Infancy and Youth; 
»ra a Minute Detail of his Sufferings: 
Wgthe First Memoir of the Kind pub- 

"W.   By John Brown."    The Memoir 

is divided into six chapters, with a Pre- 
face by the original publisher; and it is 
our intention to lay the whole open in 
the pages of our Annals, as they contain 
a series of facts as free from verbiage 
perhaps as any facts ever penned. Our 
only alterations will be a different division 
of the same into chapters, and an imma- 
terial reconstruction of occasional passages 
without in the least impairing the sense. 
A few designs have likewise been pre- 
pared, by way of pictorial illustration. 
The original publisher of the pamphlet 
refers to the late Mr. Wilberforce as a 
foreign slave-emancipator merely; and it 
must be admitted that that gentleman 
could not have been ignorant of the 
existence of a domestic slavery, outstrip- 

2G 
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ping, in appalling magnitude and frightful 
operation, that system he so violently and 
properly denounced. Respecting the de- 
tails of the following memoir, we may 
add emphatically, facts established upon 
so firm a basis it is impossible to contro- 
vert. We know that there is many a 
casuist in a house which may be face- 
tiously termed " The Reformed House," 
who would attempt to convince his hearers 
that the record was a hoax upon the 
country, a thing got up for the mere 
gratification of excitement, which would 
fail of its object unless it had within it 
something of the marvellous, the imprac- 
ticable, the horrible, and so forth: but 
we tell that casuist that it is he who is 
hoaxing and trifling wttli mankind and 
the Author of mankind. There is a plain, 
straightforward path open for any having 
the power to show that the treatment of 
Robert Blincoe was not such as the record 
describes, or the sweeping and more effec- 
tive power to show that no such person 
as the said Robert Blincoe ever existed: 
but neither of these points is possible— 
the quailing and sickening facts are un- 
happily too true; and the people of England 
are beginning, though tardily, to be alive 
to the atrocities of Britain's cliildren being 
sometimes slaves! 

" The various Acts of Parliament" 
(says the original publisher) " which have 
been passed to regulate the treatment of 
children in the Cotton Spinning Manufac- 
tories, betoken the previous existence of 
some treatment so glaringly wrong as to 
force itself upon the attention of the legis- 
lature. This Cotton slave-trade, like the 
Negro slave-trade, did not lack its de- 
fenders ; and it might have afforded a sort 
of sorry consolation to the Negro slaves 
of America, had they been informed that 
their condition, in having agriculturally to 
raise the cotton, was not half so bad as 
that of the white infant-slaves, who had 
to assist in the spinning of it, when 
brought to this country. The religion 
and humanity of Mr. Wilberforce seem 
to have been entirely of a black and 
foreign nature. Pardon is begged, if an 
error is about to be wrongfully imputed; 
but the publisher has no knowledge, that 
Mr. Wilberforce's humane advocacy for 
slaves, was ever of that homely kind as 
to embrace the region of the home cotton 
slave-trade. And yet, who shall read the 
Memoir of Robert Blincoe, and say, that 

the charity towards slaves should not liatf 
begun or ended at home? 

" The author of this memoir is im 
dead: lie fell, about two or three yeas 
ago, by his own hand. He united, niil 
a strong feeling for the injuries and suffa 
ings of others, a high sense of injury win 
it bore on himself, whether real or imaj 
nary; and a despondency when his pw 
pects were not good: hence his suicii, 
Had he not possessed a fine fellow-feelii> 
with the child of misfortune, he hadiievn 
taken such pains to compile the Menioi 
of Robert Blincoe, and to collect all tk 
wrongs on paper, on which he could giii 
information, about the various suffeiet 
under the cotton-mill systems. Notes 
the Memoir of Robert Blincoe were i 
tended by the author, in illustration i 
his strong personal assertions. The n- 
ferences were marked in the memoir; 
the notes were not prepared—or, if pre- 
pared, have not come to the publiskei 
hand. But, on inquiring after Rok 
Blincoe in Manchester, and meiitionii! 
the memoir of him written by Mr. Biwi 
as being in the publisher's possessioi. 
other papers, by the same author,*! 
had been left on a loan of money in Man- 
chester, were obtained ; and the.se papic 
seem to have formed the authorities, froi 
which the notes to the memoir ivoili 
have been made: so that, though 
publisher does not presume to make nolii 
for the author, nor for himself, to IIE 
memoir, he is prepared to confirm mue 
of the statement here made, the 
ties of Robert Blincoe excepted, si 
be generally challenged. 

" Robert Blincoe, the subject of li 
memoir, is now about thirty-five )!» 
of age, and resides at No. 19, TnW! 
Street, Manchester, where he lieeps > 
small grocer's shop. He is also enpp 
in manufacturing sheet wadding, aiidB' 
cotton-waste dealer. The publisher to' 
ing no knowledge of Robert Blincoe, l" 
in common with every reader of this* 
moir, can have no personal feelings f 
wards him other than those of pity• 
his past sufferings. But such a me*' 
as this was much wanted, to hand do" 
to posterity what was the real charatl" 
of the complaints about the treatment 
children in our cotton-mills, about I'Wj 
a legislation has taken place, and soiwtt 
has been said. An amended treati** 
of children has been made, the app«'' 
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liting system having been abandoned by 
lie masters of the mills : but the employ- 
jent is in itself bad for children—first, 
IS to their health; and secondly, as to 
tleir manners and acquirements: the 
employment being in a bad atmosphere; 
and the education, from example, being 
W; the time that should be devoted to 
jketter education being devoted to that 
ttich is bad. The employment of infant 
thildren in the cotton-mills furnishes a 
U means to dissolute parents, to live in 
idleness and all sorts of vice, upon the 
produce of infant labour. There is much 
otlhis in Lancashire, which a little care 
ud looking after, on the part of the 
masters of cotton-mills, might easily pre- 
vent. But what is to be done? Most 
ittlie extensive manufacturers profit by 
kman misery, and become callous toward 
it, ioth from habit and interest. If a 
lenieJy be desired, it must be sought by 
ikt part of the working people them- 
ielves, who are alive to their progressing 
Jegradation. It will never be sought 
fairly out by those who have no interest 
in seeking it: and so long as the majority 
of the working people squander their al- 
ready scanty incomes in those pest-houses, 
iliose intoxicating nurseries for vice, idle- 
ness, and misery—the public drinking- 
louses, there is no hope for them of an 
inieiided condition." 

CHAPTER   1. 

BY the time the observant reader has got 
tlroiigh the melancholy recital of' the 
sufferings of Blincoe and his associates in 
cotton-mill bondage, he will probably in- 
(line to an opinion, that, rather than rear 
destitute and deserted children, to be thus 
distorted by excessive toil, and famished 
ind tortured as those have been, it were 
'•comparably less cruel to put them at 
"Me to death—less cruel that they had 
"ever been born alive; and far more wise 
•t they had never been conceived. In 
*esof unauthorized pregnancies, our laws 
"e tender of unconscious life, perhaps to 
1 faulty extreme; whilst our parochial 
"istitutions, as these pages will prove, 
'to incurring considerable expense to 
feseroe the lives of those forlorn beings, 
"Kcp them off by shoals, under the sanc- 
''on of other legal enactments, and con- 
"gn them to a fate far worse than sudden 
Math. 

fteared in the most profound ignorance 

and depravity, these unhappy beings are, 
from the hour of their birth to the last of 
their existence, generally cut off from all 
that is decent in social life. Their pre- 
ceptors are the veriest wretches in nature! 
their influential examples all of the worst 
possible kind. The reports of the Cotton 
Bill Committees abundantly prove, that, 
by forcing those destitute poor to go into 
cotton-mills, they have, in very numerous 
instances, been consigned to a destiny 
worse than death without torture. Yet, 
appalling as are many of the statements, 
which, through the reports of the com- 
mittees, have found their way before the 
public, similar acts of delinquencies, of a 
hue still darker—^even repeated acts of 
murder, have escaped unnoticed. Much 
of the evidence brought forward by the 
friends of humanity, was neutralized or 
frittered away by the timidity of their 
witnesses, or by the base subserviency of 
venally unprincipled professional men, 
who, influenced by rich capitalists, basely 
prostituted their talent and character as 
physicians, surgeons, and apothecaries, to 
deceive the government, to perple.x and 
mislead public opinion, and avert the loud 
cry raised against the insatiate avarice and 
relentless cruelty of their greedy and un- 
feeling suborners. 

It was in the spring of 1822, after 
having devoted a considei-able time to an 
investigation of the effect of the manu- 
facturing system, and factory establish- 
ments, on the health and morals of the 
manufacturing populace, that I first heard 
of the extraordinary sufferings of Robert 
Blincoe : at the same time, I was told of 
his earnest wish that those sufferings 
should, for the protection of the rising 
generation of parish children, be laid 
before the world. Thus assured, I went 
to inquire for him, and was much pleased 
with his conversation. If this young man 
had not been consigned to a cotton-factory, 
he would probably have been strong, 
healthy, and well grown; instead of which, 
he is diminutive as to stature, and his 
knees are grievously distorted. In his 
manners, he appeared remarkably gentle; 
in his language, temperate; in his state- 
ments, cautious and consistent. If, in 
any part of the ensuing narrative, there 
are falsehoods and misrepresentations, the 
fault rests solely with himself; for, re- 
peatedly and earnestly, I admonished him 
to beware, lest a too keen remembrance of 



238 ANNA.LS OF CRIME. 

thfe injustice he had-suffered should lead 
him to transgress the limits of truth. 
After I had taken down his communica- 
tions, I tested them, by reading the same 
to other persons, with whom Blincoe had 
not had any intercourse on the subject, 
and who had partaken of the miseries of 
the same hard servitude; by whom they 
were in every point confirmed. 

Robert Blincoe commenced his melan- 
choly narrative, by stating, that he was a 
parish orphan, and knew not either his 
father or mother. From the age of four 
years," he says, " till I had completed my 
seventh, I was supported in Saint Pancras 
poorhouse, near London." In very pa- 
thetic terms, he frequently censured and 
regretted the remissness of the parish 
officers, who, when they received him into 
the workhouse, had, as he seemed to 
believe, neglected to make any entry, or, 
at least, any to which he could obtain 
access, of his mother's and father's name, 
occupation, age, or residence. Blincoe 
argued, and plausibly too, that those offi- 
cers would not have received him, if his 
mother had not proved her settlement; 
and he considered it inhuman in the 
extreme, either to neglect to record the 
names of his parents, or, if recorded, to 
refuse to give him that information which, 
after his attaining his freedom, he had 
requested at their hands. His lamenta- 
tions, on this head, were truly touching, 
and evinced a far higher degree of sus- 
ceptibility of heart than could have been 
e.\pected, from the extreme and long- 
continued wretchedness he had endured, 
in the den of vice and misery in which he 
was so long immured. Experience often 
evinces, that, whilst moderate adversity 
mollifies and expands the human heart, 
extreme and long-continued wretchedness 
has a direct and powerful contrary ten- 
dency, rendering it impenetrably callous. 

In one of our early interviews, tears 
trickling down his pallid cheeks, and his 
voice tremulous and faltering, Blincoe 
said, " I am worse off than a child reared 
in the Foundling Hospital. Those orphans 
have a name given them by the heads of 
that institution, at the time of baptism, to 
which they are legally entitled. But I 
have no name I can call my own." He 
said, he perfectly recollected riding in a 
coach to the workhouse, accompanied by 
some female ; that he did not, however, 
think this female was his mother, for he 

had not the least consciousnesss of havin; 
felt either sorrow or uneasiness at beii' 
sepai'ated from her, as he very natiiralli 
supposed he should have felt if that pea- 
had been his mother. Blincoe also at 
peared to think he had not been nurse 
by his mother, but had passed throii»' 
many hands before he arrived at i' 
workhouse; because he had no recolleci, 
of ever having experienced a motliei; 
caresses. It seems, young as he \ 
he often inquired of the nurses, when 
parents and relations of other childris 
came to see his young associates, t 
one came to kirn; and he used towefi, 
when he was told that no one ha' 
owned him, after his being placed in ife; 
house. Some of the nurses stated, tkti 
female, who called soon after his artivi 
inquired for him by the name of "Saiiil: 
and, when he was produced, gave him 
penny-piece, and told him his mothenn 
dead. If this report were well fouiik, 
his mother's illness was probably the cans 
of his being removed and sent to tk 
workhouse. According to his own k 
scription, he felt with extreme sensiHit; 
the loneliness of his condition, and, i 
each stage of his future sufferings, diirii: 
his severe cotton-mill servitude, it press 
on his heart the heaviest of all his sir- 
rows—an impassable barrier, "awalltl 
brass," cut him off ft"om all mankii! 
The sad consciousness, that he slot: 
alone—" a waif on the world's wide cm 
mon;" that he had no acknowledged chin 
of kindred with any human being, licliii 
poor ; that he stood apparently for era 
excluded from every social circle—so)*- 
stantly occupied his thoughts, that, tcjt 
ther with his sufferings, they imprinteli 
pensive character on his features, wlii 
probably, neither change of fortune «i! 
time itself would ever entirely obliterati 
When he was six years old, and, as* 
workhouse children were saying tie 
Catechism, it was his turn to repeat tif 
Fifth Commandment—" Honour thyff 
ther and thy mother," he recollects haviK 
suddenly burst into tears, and that he f* 
greatly agitated and distressed—hisvow 
faltering, and his limbs trembling. * 
cording to his statement, (and his pa'w* 
eloquence, in reciting his misfbrtfflij> 
strongly corroborated his assertion,)" 
was a very ready scholar; and the so* 
of this sudden burst of grief being inqn"* 
into by some of his superiors, he said, ' 
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cry, because I cannot obey one of God's 
coiiiniandm.ents : I know not my father 
or my mother; I cannot, therefore, be a 
good child and lionour my parents." 

It was rumoured, in the ward where 
Robert Blincoe was placed, that he owed 
his existence to the mutual frailties of his 
mother and a reverend divine, and was 
called the young Saint, in allusion to his 
priestly descent. This name or appella- 
tion he did not long retain, for he was 
afterwards called Parson—often, the young 
Parson; and he recollected hearing it said 
ill his presence, that he was the son of 
a Parson Blincoe. Whether these allu- 
lions were founded in truth, or were but 
the vile effusions of vulgar malice, was 
not, and is not, in his power to determine, 
whose bosom they have so painfully 
agitated. Another remarkable circum- 
ilance in his case, was, that when ho was 
sent ill .'August, 1799, with a large number 
ofotliev children, from St. Pancras work- 
house, to a cotton-mill near Nottingham, 
he bore amongst his comrades the name 
of Parson, and retained it afterwards till 
he had served considerably longer than 
his fourteen years; and then, when his 
indentures were at last relinquished, and 
not till then, the young man found he had 
heen apprenticed by the name of Robert 
Blincoe. I urged the probability, that his 
right indenture might, in the change of 
masters that took place, or the careless 
iniiifrerence of his last master, have been 
given to another boy; and that to the one 
given to him, bearing the name of Blincoe, 
k had no just claim. This reasoning he 
repelled, by steadily and consistently as- 
serting, he fully recollected having heard 
It said his real name was Blincoe, whilst 
le remained at St. Pancras workhouse. 
His indentures were dated the 15th of 
August, 1799 : if, at this time, he was 
seven years of age, which is by no means 
certain, he was born in 1792, and in 1796 
*as placed in Pancras workhouse. With 
these remarks I close this preliminary 
matter; and happy should I be, if the 
publication of these facts enables the indi- 
vidual to whom they relate, to remove the 
veil which has hitherto deprived him of a 
knowledge of his parentage, a privation 
*hich he still appears to feel with un- 
oiminished intensity of grief. 

Two years have elapsed, since I first 
"egan to take notes of Blincoe's extraordi- 
«ary narrative.   At the close of 1822, and 

the beginning of 1823, I was seized with a 
serious illness, which wholly prevented 
my publishing this and other important 
communications. The testimony of as 
respectable a surgeon, who attended me, 
as any in the country—even ocular de- 
monstration of my enfeebled state—failed 
to convince some of the cotton-spinners, 
that my inability was not feigned, to 
answer some sinister end; and such atro- 
cious conduct was pursued towards me, 
as would have fully justified a prosecu- 
tion for conspiracy. Animated by the 
most opposite views, the worst of mis- 
creants united to vilify and oppress me: 
the one wanting to get my papers, in 
order, by destroying them, to prevent 
the enormities of the cotton-masters being 
exposed ; and another, traducing my cha- 
racter, and menacing my life, under an 
impression that I had basely sold the 
declarations and communications received 
from oppressed workpeople to their mas- 
ters. By some of those suspicious, mis- 
judging people, Blincoe was led away: 
he did not, however, at any time, or 
under any circumstances, retract or deny 
any part of his communications; and on 
the 18th and 19th of March, 1824, of his 
own free will, he not only confirmed all 
that he had communicated in the spring 
of 1822, with many other traits of suffer- 
ing, not then recollected, but furnished me 
with them. It has stood the test of this 
hurricane, without its authenticity being 
in any one part questioned or impaired. 
The authenticity of this narrative is, there- 
fore, entitled to greater credit, than much 
of the testimony given by the owners of 
cotton-factories, or by professional men 
on their behalf; as will, in the course of 
this narrative, be fully demonstrated by 
evidence, wholly incontrovertible. If it 
should be proved that atrocities to the 
same extent exist no longer, still, its pub- 
lication, as a preventive remedy, is no 
less essential to the protection of parish 
paupers and foundlings. If the gentle- 
men of Manchester and its vicinity, who 
acted in 1816, &c., in conjunction with 
the late Mr. Nathaniel Gould, had not 
made the selection of witnesses too much 
in the power of incompetent persons, 
Robert Blincoe would have been selected 
in 1819, peradventure, as the most impres- 
sive pleader in behalf of destitute and 
deserted children. 

(To be continued.) 
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LIEUTENANT EDWARD BIRD. 

WHEN young men mount the cockade, 
suspend the epaulet to the shoulder, and 
gird themselves with a sword, they too 
often neglect the duty they owe to private 
life. Accustomed to a certain degree of 
authority, they forget that private indivi- 
duals, with whom they may choose to 
associate, are subject alone to the civil 
law, which has the power of chastising 
military outrages, when carried to excess. 

Edward Bird was born at Windsor, in 
Berkshire, and descended of respectable 
parents, who first sent him to Westminster 
School, and then removed him to Eton 
College. When he had finished his studies, 
he was sent to make the tour of France 
and Italy; and on his return to England 
he was honoured with the commission of 
a lieutenant in a regiment of horse. He 
now began to associate with abandoned 
company of both sexes, which finally led 
to the commission of the crime for which 
he forfeited his life. 

On the 10th of January, 1719, Edward 
Bird was indicted at the Old Bailey for 
the murder of Samuel Loxton. It ap- 
peared on his trial, that he had taken 
a woman of the town to a house of ill 
fame, in Silver Street, where Loxton was 
a waiter. Early in the morning he ordered 
a bath to be got ready ; for in those days 
such houses were most generally provided 
with hot baths—hence, bagnios. Loxton 
being busy, sent another waiter, at whom 
Bird, in a fit of passion, made several 
passes with his sword, which the waiter 
avoided by holding the door in his hand; 
but the prisoner ran after him, threw him 
down stairs, and broke some of his ribs. 
On this, the master and mistress of the 
house, and Loxton, went into the room, 
and attempted to appease him ; but Bird, 
enraged that the bath had not been pre- 
pared the moment he ordered it, seized 
his sword, which lay by the bed-side, and 
stabbed Loxton, who fell backwards and 
died immediately ; on which the offender 
was taken into custody and committed to 
Newgate. 

His case stood for trial in October; but 
pleading that he was not ready with his 
defence, it was put off to December, and 
then again to January, on his physicians 
making affidavit that he was too ill to be 
removed from his chamber. 

Being at length convicted on the clearest 
evidence, he received sentence of death; 

but great interest being made in his behalf, 
he was reprieved ; and it was thouglit k 
would have been pardoned, on condition 
of transportation, but for the intervention 
of those circumstances next detailed. Tte 
friends of Loxton, hearing that a reprieve 
was granted, advised his widow to lodge 
an appeal at the bar of the Court of King's 
Bench; and she went thither with some 
friends, to give security for that pui'pose; 
but the relations of Bird hearing what wai 
intended, were ready in court with wit- 
nesses to depose that this was the second 
wife of Loxton, his first being still alive, 
This being the fact, the court refused to 
admit the appeal, as the second could not 
be a lawful wife. 

This affair occasioned so much clamour, 
that Bird was ordered for execution on 
Monday, the 23d of February; on tie 
night preceding which he took a dose ot 
poison ; but that not operating as he had 
expected, he stabbed himself in several 
places. Yet, however, he lived till tlie 
morning, when he was taken to Tyburn, 
in a mourning coach, attended by liis 
mother and the ordinary of Newgate. 

As he had paid little attention to tie 
instructions of the ordinary while under 
confinement, so he seemed equally in- 
different to his advice in the last momenti 
of his life. Being indulged to stay an 
hour in the coach with his mother, he was 
put into the cart, where he asked for i 
glass of wine ; but being told it could not 
be had, he begged a pinch of snuif, whicl 
he took with apparent unconcern, wishing 
health to those who stood near him. He 
then rehearsed the Apostle's Creed, aiid, 
being tied up, was launched into eteraitj 
on the day above mentioned, in tin 
twenty-seventh year of his age. 

In the fate of this young man, we have 
demonstrated the misapplication of a mili- 
tary education, when exercised among 
private individuals; but it also shows tbe 
effects of fallen pride, which induced tke 
culprit twice to attempt suicide—a cmi, 
in a religious point of view, more heinous 
than the act for which he suffered. Passi• 
might plead in extenuation for the latter, 
but self-murder is a premeditated otfen* 
both to God and man. When resortedH 
from a sense of shame, arising from pri' 
vate wrongs, it discovers an imbeciiy 
not to be found in the minds of brave men 

England is justly reproached by foteig" 
writers with the multiplicity of crimes » 



MIIMUP 

•^ 

ANNALS OF CRIME. 231 
this description. When we estimate the 
mischief arising to the friends and rela- 
tions of the suicide, we must hold it in 
abhovreiice; nay, the very welfare of 
society is concerned. Men regardless of 
tjieir fate in the next world—they only 
can coolly contemplate their departure 
from this "life by their own hands. They 
ate lost to religion-—to a sense of their 
Maker: hence they are more than oi'di- 
tiarily hardened. 

In addition to the baneful influence of 
bad actions upon the multitude, mark the 
increased agonies of mind of the wretched 
female who gave birth to this malefactor, 
when she attended his still flowing blood, 
sbed hy his own hands, to the place where 
tie remainder must be sacrificed to the 
offended laws of his country. In what 
detestation, then, ought we to regard a 
erime leading to such aggi'avated enor- 
mities ! 

AR0NDEL COOKE, JOHN WOODBURNE, 
AND THE COVENTEY ACT. 

PREVIOUS to the passing of the abovemen- 
tioned Act of Parliament, it was custom- 
arj'for revengeful men to waylay another, 
and cut and maim him, so that, though 
lie did not die of such wounds, he might 
remain a cripple during the remainder of 
liis hfe, and such case was not then a 
tapital offence. It was also a dangerous 
practice resorted to by thieves, who would 
•ften cut the sinews of men's legs, called 
lamstringing, in order to prevent their 
Kcape from being robbed. 

Sir John Coventry, in the reign of 
Maries the Second, opposed the measures 
»f,tlie Court in the House of Commons, 
u revenge for which some armed villains 
•ttacked him one night in Covent Garden, 
ail his nose, and cut off his lips. Shocked 
Jy so barbarous a deed, the members of 
i»'li houses of Parliament passed an act 
» a few days, by which it was ordained, 
•t"Unlawfully cutting out or disabling 
*e tongue, of malice aforethought—or 
ymg in wait, putting out an eye, slitting 
me nose or lip—or cutting off or disabling 
?'iy limb or member of any person, with 
'Went to maim or disfigure, shall be felony 
Whout benefit of clergy." This law like- 
wise enacted, that " accessaries shall like- 

'se be deemed principals." A similar 
•« was passed in Ireland, called " The 
talking Act;" on which one Lamb, a 

butcher, was the first individual that was 
convicted. 

Arundel Cooke was born at Bury St. 
Edmund's, in the county of SuflMk. His 
father was a man of fortune, who, when 
he had given Arundel a university educa- 
tion, sent him to the Temple to study the 
law, after which he was called to the bar, 
and practised as a counsellor. After some 
time he married a young lady, the sister 
of Mr. Crisp, who lived in the neighbour- 
hood of his native place. Mr. Crisp, being 
a gentleman of large property, but of a 
bad state of health, made his will in 
favour of Cooke, subject only to a jointure 
for his sister's use, which was likewise to 
become the property of the counsellor, in 
case the lady died before her husband. 
It was not long after Mr. Crisp had made 
his will, that he recovered his health in 
some degree; but he continued an infirm 
man, though he lived a number of years. 
This partial recovery gave great uneasi- 
ness to Cooke, who, wishing to possess 
the estate, was anxious for the death of 
his brother-in-law, though, as he bad art 
enough to conceal his sentiments, they 
appeared to live upon the best terms. 
However, he at length grew so impatient 
that he could not come into possession, 
that he resolved to remove the obstacle, 
Mr. Crisp; for which purpose he engaged 
John Woodburne, a labouring man, who 
had six children, to assist him in the 
execution of his diabolical plan; on the 
completion of which the latter was pro- 
mised 100/. The man was unwilling to 
be concerned in this execrable business; 
but, after reflecting on his poverty, and 
the largeness of his family, he was in- 
duced to comply. 

On this it was agreed that the murder 
should be perpetrated on Christmas even- 
ing; and as Mr. Crisp was to dine with 
Cooke on that day, and the churchyard 
lay between one house and the other, 
Woodburne was to wait concealed behind 
one of the tombstones till Cooke gave 
him the signal of attack, which was to 
be a loud whistle. Crisp came to his 
appointment, and dined and drank tea 
witli his brother-in-law; but declining to 
stay supper, he left the house about nine 
o'clock, and was almost immediately fol- 
lowed into the churchyard by Cooke, 
who gave the agreed signal: Woodburne 
quitted his place of retreat, knocked down 
the unhappy man, and cut and maimed 
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him in a terrible manner; in which he 
was abetted by the counsellor. Imagin- 
ing they had despatched him, Mr. Cooke 
rewarded Woodburne with a few shillings, 
and instantly went home; but he had not 
arrived more than a quarter of an hour 
before Mr. Crisp knocked at the door, 
and entered covered with wounds, and 
almost dead through loss of blood. He 
was unable to speak, but by his looks he 
seemed to accuse Cooke with the intended 
murder. He was then put to bed, and his 
wounds were dressed by a surgeon. At 
the end of about a week he was so much 
mended, as to be removed to his own 
house. He had no doubt that Cooke was 
one of the persons who had assaulted 
him; but had resolved not to speak of 
the affair till future circumstances made it 
necessary for him to inform a court of 
justice of what had happened. 

The intended assassination having 
greatly engaged the attention of the neigh- 
bours, Woodburne was apprehended on 
suspicion; when he made a discovery of 
the whole truth, and Cooke was also taken 
into custody. They were brought to trial 
at the next assizes, and both convicted. 

When they were called upon to receive 
sentence of death, Cooke desired to be 
heard; and the court complying with his 
request, he urged that "judgment could 
not pass on the verdict, because the Act 
of Parliament simply mentions an inten- 
tion to maim or deface, whereas he was 
firmly resolved to have committed murder." 
He quoted several law cases in favour of 
the arguments he had advanced, and 
hoped that judgment might be respited 
till the opinion of the twelve judges could 
be taken upon the case. 

The counsel for the crown opposed the 
arguments of Cooke, insisted that the 
crime came within the meaning of the 
law, and hoped that judgment would pass 
against the prisoners. 

Lord Chief Justice King, who presided 
on the occasion, declared he could not 
admit the force of Mr. Cooke's plea, con- 
sistent with his own oath as a judge ; 
"foi'," said he, "it would establish a 
principle in the law inconsistent with the 
first dictates of natural reason; as the 
greatest villain might, when convicted of 
a smaller offence, plead that judgment 
must be arrested because he intended to 
commit a greater. In the present instance 
judgment cannot be ai'rested, as the in- 

tention is naturally implied when ilu 
crime is actually committed." His lord- 
ship farther said, that " Crisp was assassi- 
nated in the manner laid in the indictment; 
it is therefore to be taken for granted, 
that the intention was to maim and deface 
wherefore the court will proceed to givi 
judgment." Sentence of death was ac- 
cordingly passed on the delinquents. 

After condemnation, Cooke employed 
his time principally in endeavours to pro- 
cure a pardon ; and when he found kis 
expectations fail him, he grew resened, 
and would not admit even the visits of lii 
friends. Woodburne, on the coiitrar\ 
was all penitence and contrition ; siiicereli 
lamenting the crime of which he had beiii 
guilt)', and the miserable situation ii 
whicli he left his poor children. 

A short time before the day of execii 
tion Cooke wrote to the sheriff, requcstin' 
that he might be hanged in the night, ti 
prevent his being exposed to the counlri 
people, who were expected from all tit 
adjacent towns and villages; in conse 
quence of which he was hanged at Bur) 
St. Edmund's at four o'clock in the mop 
ing of the 5th of April, 1722; andWood 
burne was executed in the afternoon o 
the same day. The latter behaved willi 
every sign of penitence; but Cookes 
conduct was very unfeeling, absoluteli 
refusing to confess his crime. 

THE COST OP A DELINQUENT. 
A CALCULATION has been made in Frana 
as to the expense to which an liabitiiai 
delinquent puts the community. Itl» 
deen proved, on an average of fifty casK 
that such an individual passes fourteen 
whole years of his life in places of conline- 
ment, between the ages of sixteen a» 
forty, and eighteen years and four mom 
between the ages of sixteen and fifty. S«f 
posing the annual cost of each prisoner H 
bfe only 200 francs, in the latter case >• 
offender aged fifty must have cost the stati 
more than 3,600 francs (144/.) with* 
reckoning the cost of judicial proceedinj' 
This sum is much greater in the EiigJ>' 
gaols; and the saving of temporary tta«i- 
portation may be questioned. 

(JffNEV 

N?3i 

London: Printed, for the Proprietor, iyTf"!* 
Foale, 2, Upper Southampton Street, "Pen'"':, 
and Published by WILLIAM MARK Li-« 
19, Warwick Lane; and J- PATTIE, HiS'^^"'' 
Bloomsbury : and to be had of all Booksellers. 

hoMthe 
Sleeper, 
md darii 
iiitingnis 
fcniimb 
coacerned 
We the 

Halls 
living in] 
We, wh( 
'•Ike ha 
«e»t,bef( 
"pick 
'* accoi 
••nding j 
''letted, 
"Uydi 

'bise'o 



MARTIN'S 

ANNALS OF CRIME; 
OR, 

SBW NEWGATE CALENDAR, AND GENERAL RECORD OF TRAGIC EVENTS, INCLUDING 
ANCIENT AND MODERN MODES OF TORTURE, ETC. 

N?30. SEPTEMBER  21,  1836. PRICE 
ONE PENNY, 

THE FATE OF JOHN HALL, BURGLAR. 

[HALL, BUNCE, tow, AND OTHERS ROBBING A BAKER OF HACKNEY.] 

'ion the humWe avocation of a chiraney- 
"teper, this fellow became a notorious 
'«J daring tliief. He was remarlsably 
fcinguistied in liis time, on account of 
• number of robberies in whicli he was 
*temed; and few thieves Iiave been 
•fe llie subject of public conversation. 

nill's parents were very poor people, 
»•g in Bishop's Head Court, Gray's Inn 
woe, who put him to a chimney-sweeper; 
•lie had not been long in this employ- 
"'it, before he quitted it, and commenced 
'» pickpocket; in which profession he 
•« accounted very dexterous: notwith- 
"iMing his dexterity, he was frequently 
**(1, and treated in the usual man- 
"i»)' ducking in the horse-pond: as a 

pBhment for  these  offences,  he  was 
*se often sent to Bridewell, 

Notwithstanding frequent punishments 
of this nature, he commenced shoplifter, 
and, in the month of January, 1698, he 
was convicted at the Old Bailey of steal- 
ing a pair of shoes, for which he was 
whipped at the cart's tail; but he had no 
sooner obtained his liberty, than he com- 
menced housebreaker; and being con- 
victed of breaking open the house of 
Jonathan Bretail, lie was sentenced to 
be hanged in the year 1700, but was 
afterwards pardoned, on condition of 
transporting himself, within six months, 
to some of the American plantations. 

He consequently entered on board a 
ship; from which, however, he soon de- 
serted, and engaged with his old accom- 
plices, who now took up the trade of 
robbing country waggons, and stealing 

2 H 
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portmanteaus from beliind coaches; and 
for an offence of this kind, Hall was tried 
and convicted in 1702, and, being first 
burnt on the cheek, committed close pri- 
soner to Bridewell for two years. 

Hall had no sooner obtained his liberty, 
than he joined with Stephen Bunce, Dick 
Low, and pothers of his dissolute com- 
panions, in breaking open the house of 
a baker at Hackney. Having broken 
into the house soon after midnight, when 
the journeyman and apprentice were at 
work, the robbers tied them neck and 
heels, and threw them into the kneading- 
trough ; and one of the villains stood over 
them with a dra*n sword, while the others 
went up stairs to rob the house ; but the 
baker being unwilling to tell them where 
the money was, Hall seized a young child, 
a granddaughter of the old people, and 
swore he would thrust her into the oven 
if they did not make the discovery. Ter- 
rified at this circumstance, the old man 
told him where they might find his money, 
in consequence of which they robbed him 
of about 70/. 

Notwithstanding this robbery was the 
subject of much conversation, the perpe- 
trators of it were not taken into custody. 
But soon afterwards the house of Francis 
Saunders, a chairman, near St. James's, 
was broken open; and Saunders being 
informed that this robbery was committed 
by Hall and his companions, he observed 
these very men, as he was attending at 
St. James's gate, about three in the morn- 
ing; and informing the watchmen, they 
pursued them; on which Hall and one of 
his accomplices fired at a watchman, who 
was wounded in the thigh. Hall escaped; 
and his companions, though they were 
apprehended and tried, were acquitted for 
want of evidence. 

Hall was in custody in 1705, for break- 
ing open the house of Richard Bartho- 
lomew ; but he had been so frequently at 
the Old Bailey, that he was afraid of being 
tried by his own name, which he changed 
to that of Price; and the evidence not 
being sufficient to convict him, he was 
again acquitted. 

Having thus fortunately re-obtained his 
liberty, he returned to his former prac- 
tices, and in October, 1706, was indicted 
for stealing a handkerchief, in company 
with Arthur Chambers, and was actually 
once more discharged through defect of 
evidence. 

Repeated as these excessive warniiB, 
were, they made no impression on i 
mind of Hall, who was soon afterwait 
taken into custody, for a fact whiclilu 
had reason to think would have put t 
end to his career of crime, which indues 
him to become an evidence against Cliai 
bers. Bell, and Fitch, three of his acto» 
plices; by which he yet once more pit 
served his life. 

After this he was concerned in brealii; 
open the house of Captain Guyon, na 
Stepney, in company with Richard L« 
and Stephen Bunce, and stealing a t» 
siderable quantity of plate and otle 
effects; for which offence the parties wert 
apprehended, and, being brought to trii!, 
were found guilty, and were executeJi: 
Tyburn on the 17th of December, M. 

THE ORIGIN OF LAW. 

THE profession of the law takes its orijii 
solely from human depravity; and tki 
being the case, it is no wonder that 
siderable abuses should always be foiii 
in it. Crafty and designing men are en: 
attempting to enrich themselves at Ik 
expense of others, and never want profe 
sional assistants to gain their ends. Tis 
necessarily obliges the honourable pm 
titioners to exercise arts by way of cot 
teraction, which, hi strict abstract justia 
he would condemn. Hence, als 
practice itself unavoidably becomes a t 
byrinth of subtleties to him who is a 
gaged in it, and of no ordinary vcxatiti 
to him who is under the necessity 
having recourse to it, as a raeani* 
defence, or to obtain a right lUijui'! 
usurped. The intricacies and difficnte 
of the profession must, undoubtedly, tli» 
fore, be numerous. They arise from * 
profession itself; and while it contiiK 
to be required in society, from the comi' 
habits of mankind, these subjects of s 
nmch just complaint will, in spite of evei) 
effort to the contrary, abundantly be to»>' 
Still it does not follow, from this co»«^ 
sion, that no endeavours should be i* 
to render the law more clear and sinj* 
in its principles and certain in itspracW 
Though the law will always be necess*! 
and though new statutes will always» 
requisite, according to the change o"* 
cumstances and manners, yet, witli 
sauie, will a perpetual reform eve' 
found equally expedient. 
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Slavery in England! 
The Factory System.    N" 4. 

HE HORRORS   OF A COTTON-MILL, ETC. 

CHAPTER II. 
OF the few adventures of Robert Blincoe, 
king his residence in old Saint Pancras 
wkhouse, the principal occurred when 
lihadbeen there about two years. He 
jcknowledges he was well fed, decently 
tU, and comfortably lodged ; and not at 
lii overdone as regarded work: yet, with 
liilliese blessings in possession, this desti- 
Ult child grew melancholy. He relished 
MM of the humble comforts he enjoyed : 
il»ai liberty he wanted. The busy world 
livoutside the workhouse gates; and those 
li was seldom if ever permitted to pass. 
He was cooped up in a gloomy though 
literal sort of prison-house : his buoyant 
spitils longed to rove at large. He was 
IM young to understand the necessity of 
k restraint to which he was subjected, 
111 too opiniative to admit that it could 
le intended for his good. Of the world 
le knew nothing, and the society of a 
wkhouse was not very well calculated 
lo Jelight the mind of a volatile child. 
He saw givers — destitute of charity— 
Kteivers of insult, instead of gratitude; 
lilnessed little besides sullenness and dis- 
•tait; and heard little but murmurs, 
•I malicious and slanderous whispers. 
fie aged were commonly petulant and 
niierable; the young, demoralized and 
•Ulj destitute of gaiety of heart. From 
it top to the bottom, the whole of this 
•iley mass was tainted with dissimula- 
• ; and he saw the most abhorrent 
'fpocrisy in constant operation. Like a 
H newly caged, that flutters from side 
'• side, and foolishly beats its wings 
"{linst its prison walls, in hope of obtain- 
"»its liberty—so young Blincoe, weary 
•ftontlnement, and resolved, if possible, 
'•befree, often watched the outer gates 
"tie house, in the hope that some fa- 
"iwble opportunity might facilitate his 
sipe. He wistfully measured the lieiglit 
J'tne wall, and found it too lofty for him 
*"«ale; and too well guarded were the 
(*! to admit of his egress unnoticed. 
""spirits, lie says, which were naturally 
'•)' and buoyant, sunk under this vehe- 
•«l longing after liberty: his appetite 
Wined, and he wholly forsook his usual 
J*'ts and comrades. It is hard to say 

of the mind might have 'fUliis 

terminated, if an accident had not occur- 
red which afforded a chance of emerging 
from the lifeless monotony of a work- 
house, and of launching into the busy 
world, with which he longed to mingle. 

Blincoe declares, he was so weary of 
confinement he would gladly have ex- 
changed situations with the poorest of 
the poor children, whom, from the upper 
windows of the workhouse, he had seen 
begging from door to door, or, as a sub- 
terfuge, offering matches for sale. Even 
the melancholy note of the sweep-boy, 
whom, long before day, and in the depths 
of winter, in frost, in snow, in rain, in 
sleet, he heard, thougli pacing behind his 
surly master, had no terrors for him: so 
far from it, he envied him his fortune; 
and, in the fullness of discontent, he 
thought his own state incomparably more 
wretched. The poor child was suffering 
under a diseased imagination, from whicli 
men of mature years and elaborate culture 
are not always free: it filled his heart 
with perverted feelings—-it rendered the 
little urchin morose and unthankful, and 
as undeserving of, as he was insensible to, 
the important benefits extended to him 
by a humane institution, when helpless, 
destitute, and forlorn. 

From this state of early misanthropy, 
young Blincoe was suddenly diverted, by 
a rumour that filled many a heart among 
his comrades with terror—namely, that 
a day was appointed when the master- 
sweeps of the metropolis were to come 
and select such a number of boys as ap- 
prentices, till they attained the age of 
twenty-one years, as they might deign to 
take into their sable fraternity. These 
tidings, that struck damp to the hearts 
of the other boys, sounded like heavenly 
music to the ears of young Blincoe: he 
anxiously inqnii'ed of the nurses if the 
news were true; and if so, what chance 
there was of his being one of the elect. 
The ancient matrons, amazed at the boy's 
temerity and folly, told him how bitterly 
he would rue the day that should consign 
him to that wretched employment, and 
bade him pray earnestly to God to protect 
him from such a destiny. The young ad- 
venturer heard those opinions with silent 
contempt; and finding, on farther inquiry, 
that the rumour was well founded, he 
applied to several menials in the house, 
whom he thought likely to promote his 
suit, entreating them to forward his elec- 

_jj_^^^^i.aLj*,.l!^   J"" 
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lion with all the interest they eoiild com- 
mand ! Although at this time he was a 
fine grown boy, being fearful he might be 
deemed too low in stature, he accustomed 
liimself to walk in an erect posture, and 
went almost a-tiptoe: by a ludicrous con- 
ceit, he used to hang by the hands to the 
rafters and balustrades, supposing the ex- 
ercise, which could only have the effect 
of lengthening his arms, would produce 
that effect on his legs and body. This 
course of training for the contingent 
honour of being chosen by the master- 
sweeps, as one fit for their use, with a 
perseverance truly admirable, his tender 
age considered, young Bhncoe continued 
till the important day arrived. The boys 
were brought forth, many of them in 
tears, and all except Blincoe very sor- 
rowful. Amongst tliem, by an act unau- 
thorized by his guardians, young Blincoe 
contrived to intrude hia person. His de- 
portment formed a striking contrast to 
that of all his comrades; his seemed 
unusually high; he smiled as the grim- 
looking fellows approached him ; held his 
head as high as he could; and, by every 
little artifice in his power, strove to attract 
their notice and ohtain the honour of 
their preference. While this fatherless 
and motherless child, with an intrepid 
step and firm countenance, thus courted 
the smiles of the sooty tribe, the rest of 
the boys conducted themselves as if they 
dreaded nothing so much as becoming 
the objects of their choice, and shrunk 
back from their touch as if they had been 
tainted by the most deadly contagion. 
Boy after boy was taken, in 2)reference 
to Blincoe, who was often handled, ex- 
amined, and rejected. At the close of the 
show, the number required was elected, 
and Blincoe was not among them! He 
declared, that his chagrin was inexpressi- 
ble when his failure was apparent. Some 
of the sweeps complimented him for his 
spirit, and, to console him, said, if he 
made good use of his time, and contrived 
to grow a head taller, he might do very 
well for a fag at the end of a couple of 
years. 

This disappointment gave a severe blow 
to the aspiring ambition of young Blincoe, 
whose love of liberty was so ardent that 
lie cared little about the sufferings by 
which, if attained, it was likely to be 
alloyed. The boys that were chosen were 
not immediately taken away:  mingling 

with these, some of them said tooiirlitif 
the tears standing in their eyes—"llln 
Parson, can you endure the thougki i; 
going to be a chimney-sweep? 1 R} 
they would take you instead of me." % 
do I, with all my heart," said Blincot: 
" for I would rather be anywhere tin 
here." At night, as Blincoe lay toisiti 
about, unable to sleep, because lie laj 
been rejected, his unhappy associate 
were weeping and wailing, because tk 
had been accepted ! Yet his heart la 
not so cold as to be unaffected by k 
wailings of those poor children, win 
mournfully anticipating the horrors i! 
their new calling, deplored their misdi- 
tune in the most touching terms, 'fhii 
called upon their parents, who, living n 
dead, were alike unable to hear tkr. 
to come and save them ! What a it 
rence of feeling amongst children oftli 
same unfortunate class ! The coiitr 
ment that was so wearisome to yom; 
Blincoe, must have been equally irksiiii 
to some of his young associates; tliri- 
fore, the love of liberty could not kii 
been its sole cause; there was anollii 
and a stronger reason—all his comrafc 
had friends, parents, or relations; p»: 
Blincoe stood alone! no ties of coiiiii 
guinity or kindred bound him to ai) 
particular portion of society, or to ai; 
place — he had no friend to sooth lii: 
troubled mind — no domestic circle if 
which, though excluded for a time, k 
might hope to be reunited. Asliestoni 
thus estranged from the common tie!* 
nature, it is less to be wondered at tliil 
propelled by a violent inclination In 
rambling life, and loatliing the restrain 
imposed by his tlien condition, he slioiit 
indulge so preposterous a notion as' 
prefer the wretched state of a sweepiif 
boy. Speaking on this subject, BliiW 
said to me, " If I could penetrate til 
source of my exemption from the sorroj 
and consternation so forcibly express* 
by my companions, it would proW? 
have been resolved by the pecuiiarit)'« 
my destiny, and the privation of tli« 
endearing ties and ligatru'es which ceiiit* 
family circles. When the friends, rela- 
tives, parents of other children came" 
visit tliem, the caresses that were so* 
times exchanged, the joy thatbeameda 
the faces of those so favoured, went i> 
daggers to my heart; not that I chcriso" 
a feeling of envy at their good i'orW 
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but tiiat it taiiglit me more keenly to feel 
my own forlorn condition. Sensations, 
thus excited, clouded every festive hour; 
and, young as I was, the voice of nature— 
instinct, if you will—forced me to con- 
sider myself as a moral outcast, as a 
scathed and blighted tree in the midst 
of a verdant lawn." I dare not aver that 
such were the very words Blincoe used, 
but they faithfully convey the spirit and 
tendency of his language and sentiments. 
Blincoe is by no means deficient in under- 
standing: he can be witty, satirical, and 
pathetic, by turns; and he never showed 
himself to such advantage, as wlien ex- 
patiating upon the desolate state to which 
tiis utter ignorance of his parentage liad 
reduced him. 

During Blincoe's abode at St. Pancras, 
lie was inoculated at the Small-Pox Hos- 
pital. He retained a vivid remembrance 
of the copious doses of salts he had to 
swallow, and how his heart heaved, and 
Ills hand shook, as the nauseous potion 
approached his lips. The old nurse seemed 
to consider such conduct as being wholly 
unbecoming a pauper child; and chiding 
young Blincoe, told him, he ought to 
"lick his lips," and say " Thank you," 
for the good and wholesome medicine 
provided for him at the public expense; 
«l the same time, very coarsely reminding 
liim of the care that was taken to save 
liim from an untimely death by catching 
tie small-pox in the natural way. In 
Ike midst of his subsequent afflictions, 
in Litton Mill, Blincoe declared he often 
lamented having, by this inoculation, lost 
a chance of escaping, by an early death, 
tbe horrible destiny for which he was 
preserved. 

From the period of Blincoe's disappoint- 
"ifnt, in being rejected by the sweeps, a 
Miiden calm seems to have succeeded, 
Mich lasted till a rumour ran through 
'K house tliat a treaty was on foot be- 
'»'een the churchwardens and overseers 
M St. Pancras, and the owner of a great 
*on-factory, in the vicinity of Notting- 
^Di, for the disposal of a large number 
»children, as apprentices, till they should 
Wome twenty-one years of age. This 
«fnrred about a twelvemonth after his 
' {""."y-sweep miscarriage. The rumour 
'Wf inspired Blincoe with new life and 
T'fits: he was in a manner intoxicated 
"n joy, when he found it was not only 
•nrmed, but that the number required 

was so considerable tfiat it would take off 
the greater part of the children in the 
house. Poor, infatuated boy! deliglited 
with the hope of obtaining a greater de- 
gree of liberty than he was allowed in 
the workhouse, he dreamt not of tlie 
misery that impended, in the midst of 
which he could .look back to Pancras as 
to an elysium, and bitterly reproach him- 
self for bis ingratitude and folly. 

Prior to the show-day of the pauper 
children to the purveyor or cotton-master, 
the most illusive and artfully contrived 
falsehoods were spread, to fill the minds 
of those poor infants with the most absurd 
and ridiculous errors as to the real nature 
of the servitude to which they were to be 
consigned. It was gravely stated to them, 
according to Blincoe's detail, made in the 
most positive and solemn manner, that 
they were all, when they arrived at the 
cotton-mil!, to be transformed into ladies 
and gentlemen; that they would be fed 
on roast beef and plum-pudding, be al- 
lowed to ride their masters' horses, and 
have silver watches, and plenty of cash 
in their pockets. Nor was it the nurses, 
or other inferior persons of the workhouse, 
with whom this vile deception originated; 
but with the parish officers themselves. 
From the statement of the victims of 
cotton-mill bondage, it seems to Iiave 
been a constant rule, with those who had 
the disposal of parish children, prior to 
sending them off to cotton-mills, to fill 
their minds with the same delusion. 
Their hopes being thus excited, and their 
imaginations inflamed, it was next stated, 
amongst the innocent victims of fraud 
and deception, that no one could be com- 
pelled to go, nor any tut volunteers would 
be accepted. 

When it was supposed, at St. Pancras, 
that these excitements had operated suffi- 
ciently powerful to induce a ready ac- 
quiescence in the proposed migration, all 
the children, male and female, who were 
seven years old, or considered to be of that 
age, were assembled in the committee- 
room, for the purpose of being publicly 
examined, touching their health and ca- 
pacity, and, what is almost incredible, 
touching their willingness to go and serve 
as apprentices in the way and manner 
required! There is something so detest- 
able in'this proceeding, that any one might 
conclude that Blincoe had been misled in 
his recollections of the particulars; but so 



238 ANNALS OF CRIME. 

many other sufferers have corroborated 
his statement, that I can entertain no 
doubt of the fact. This exhibition took 
place in August, 1799, when eighty boys 
and girls as parish apprentices, and till 
they had respectively acquired the age of 
twenty-one years, were made over by the 
churchwardens and overseers of Saint 
Pancras parish, to Messrs. Lambert, cot- 
ton-spinners, hosiers, and lacemen, of St. 
Mary's parish, Nottingham, the owners of 
Lowdham Mill. The boys, during the 
latter part of their time, were to be in- 
structed in the trade of stocking-weaving; 
the girls, in lace-making. There was no 
specification whatever as to the time their 
masters were to be allowed to work these 
poor children; although, at this period, 
the most abhorrent cruelties were noto- 
riously known to be exercised by the 
owners of cotton-mills upon parish ap- 
prentices. According to Blincoe's testi- 
mony, so powerfully had the illusions, 
purposely spread to entrap these poor 
children, operated, and so completely were 
their feeble minds excited, by the blan- 
dishments held out to them, that they 
almost lost their wits. They thought and 
talked of nothing but the scenes of luxury 
and grandeur, in which they were to move. 
Nor will the reflecting reader feel surprised 
at this credulity, however gross, when he 
considers the poor infants imagined there 
were no greater personages than the supe- 
riors to whom they were, as paupers, 
subjected; and that these were the iden- 
tical persons by whom their weak and 
feeble intellects had thus been imposed on. 
Blincoe describes his conduct to have been 
marked by peculiar extravagance : such 
was his impatience, he could scarcely eat 
or sleep, so anxiously did he wait the hour 
of emancipation. The poor deluded young 
creatures were so inflated with pride and 
vanity, that they strutted about like so 
many dwarfish and silly kings and queens, 
in a mock tragedy. " We began," said 
Blincoe, " to treat our old nurses with airs 
of insolence and disdain, and refused to 
associate with children who, from sickness, 
or being under age, had not been accepted; 
they were commanded to keep their dis- 
tance; told to know their betters; forbidden 
to mingle in our exalted circle! Our 
little coterie was a complete epitome of 
the effects of prosperity in the great world. 
No sooner were our hearts cheered by a 
prospect of ^oo(//o;'iM«c, than its hifluence 

produced the sad effects recited. The 
germ of those hateful vices—arrogance, 
selfishness, and ingratitude, began to dis- 
play themselves even before we had tasted 
the intoxicating cup: but our illusion 
soon vanished, and we were suddenly 
awakened from the flattering dream, which 
consigned the greater part of us to a fate 
more severe than that of the West Indian 
slaves, who have the good fortune to sem 
humane owners." Such were Blincoe's 
reflections in May, 1822. 

It appears that the interval was not 
long, which filled up the space between 
their examination, acceptance, and de- 
parture from St. Pancras workhouse, upon 
their way to Nottingham; but short as it 
was, it left room for dissension. The hoyi 
could not agree who should have the firil 
ride on their masters' horses; and violent 
disputes arose amongst the girls, on sulj- 
jects equally ludicrous. It was afterwards 
whispered at Lowdham Mill, that tke 
elder girls, previous to leaving Pancras, 
began to feel scruples, whether their dig- 
nity would allow them to drop the usual 
bob-courtesy to the master or matron ot 
the house, or the governess by whom they 
had been instructed to read or do needle- 
work. Supposing all these follies to have 
been displayed to the very letter, the poor 
children were still objects of pity; the 
guilt rests upon those by whom they liaJ 
been so wickedly deceived! 

Happy, no doubt, in the thought oi 
transferring the burden of the future sup- 
port of four score young paupers to other 
parishes, the churchwardens and overseers 
distinguished the departure of this juvenile 
colony by acts of munificence. The cM- 
dren were completely new-clothed, and 
each had two suits—one for their working, 
the other for their holiday, dress; asliillinj 
in money was given to each ; a new poch' 
handkerchief; and a large piece of gingf'' 
bread. As Blincoe had no relative «' 
whom to take leave, all his anxiety was ^ 
get outside the door. According to IB 
own account, he was the first at the ga|'i 
one of the foremost who mounted tl« 
waggon, and the loudest in his cheering' 
In how far the parents or relatives of * 
rest of the children consented to thisnU' 
gration, if they were at all consulted,»' 
even apprized of its being in contenipla* 
formed no part of Blincoe's comma'j'* 
tious : all he stated was, that the v'"" 
the party seemed to start in very 
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spirits.   As to his own personal conduct, 
Blincoe asserts, he strutted along dressed 
ill party-coloured parish clothing, on his 
way to the waggon, no less filled with 
vanity than with delusion: he imagined 
he was free, when he was in fact legally 
converted into a slave; he exulted in the 
imaginary possession of personal liberty, 
when he was in reality a prisoner.    The 
whole convoy were well guarded by the 
parish beadles on their way to the waggons; 
but as these officers bore their staves, the 
children were taught to consider them as 
a guard of honour.    In addition to the 
headies, there was an active young man 
or two, appointed to look after the pas- 
sengers of the two large waggons, in their 
conveyance to Nottingham.    These ve- 
liicles, very properly too, were so secured, 
that when once the grated doors were 
locked no one could escape.    Plenty of 
dean straw was strewed in the beds; and 
no sooner were the young fry safely lodged 
within them, than they began throwing it 
over one another, and seemed delighted 
with the commencement of their journey. 
A few hours' progress, however, consider- 
ably damped   this   exultation;   for   the 
inequality of the road, and the consequent 
jolting of the waggon,  occasioned them 
many a bruise.     Although   it  was   the 
middle of August, the children felt very 
uncomfortable : the motion of the heavy, 
clumsy vehicle,   and  so  many children 
tooped lip in so small a S2)ace, produced 
nansea and other results, such as some- 
times occur in  Margate hoys.    Of the 
Mnntry they passed through, the young 
'favellers saw very little.    Blincoe thinks 
'lie children were suffered to get out of the 
"iiggon to walk through St. Alban's. 

After having passed one night in the 
fJggon, many of the children began to 
'fpent, and to express a wish to return. 
'key were told to have patience, till they 
"frived at Messrs. Lamberts', when, no 
"""w, those gentlemen would pay every 
"Itention to their wishes, and send back 
'" St. Pancras those who might really be 
Jesiroiis of returning. Blincoe, as might 
*»e been expected, was not one of those 
msliders—he remained steady to his 
P«'pose, exulting in the thought, that 
""y step he advanced brought him 
"wr to the desired spot where so many 
'"viable enjoyments  awaited  him, and 
[""veyed him farther and farther from 
'* detested workhouse!    Blincoe, being 

so overjoyed with the fine expectations of 
what he was to receive at Lowdham Mill, 
spent his shilling at Leicester in apples. 

The greater part of the children were 
much exhausted, and not a few of them 
seriously indisposed, before they arrived 
at Nottingham. When the waggons drew 
up near the dwelling and warehouse of 
their future master, a crowd collected to 
see the live stock that was just imported 
from the metropolis, and those comprised 
in that stock were pitied, admired, and 
compared to lambs being led by the but- 
cher to slaughter! Care was taken that 
they should not hear or understand much 
of this sort of discourse. The boys and 
girls were distributed—sorne in the kit- 
chen, others in a large ware-room; after 
which they were -washed, combed, and 
supplied with refreshments; but there 
was no plum-pudding, no roast beef, no 
talk of the horses they were to ride, nor 
of the watches and fine clothing they had 
been promised. Many looked very sor- 
rowful ; they had been four days travel- 
ling to Nottingham : at a more advanced 
period of their lives, a voyage to the East 
Indies would not have been deemed a 
much more important or hazardous under- 
taking. After having been well refreshed, 
the whole of the boys and girls were drawn 
up in rows, to be reviewed by their masters, 
their friends and neighbours. 

In Blincoe's estimation, their masters, 
Messrs. Lambert, were "stately sort of 
men." They looked over the children, 
and, finding them all right according to 
the invoice, exhorted them to behave with 
proper humility and decorum, to pay the 
most prompt and submissive respect and 
attention to the orders of those who would 
be appointed to instruct and superintend 
them at Lowdham Mill, and to be diligent 
and careful—each one to execute his or 
her task, and thereby avoid the punish- 
ment and disgrace which awaited idleness, 
insolence, or disobedience. This harangue, 
which was delivered in a severe and dic- 
tatorial tone, increased their apprehen- 
sions ; but not one durst open a mouth to 
complain. The masters and their servants 
talked of the various sorts of labour to 
which the children were to apply them- 
selves ; and to the consternation and dis- 
may of Blincoe and his associates, not the 
slightest allusion was made to the many 
fine things which had so positively been 
promised them while in London.    The 
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discourse which Blincbe heard caused him 
to look forward to close (if not to unre- 
mitting) toil; and the poor boy had been 
filled with expectations that he was to 
work only when it pleased him ; to have 
abundance of money and fine clothes, and 
a watch in his pocket; to feast on roast 
beef and plum-pudding; and to ride his 
masters' horses. His hopes, liowever,were 
not wholly extinguished, because Notting- 
ham was not Lowdham Mill; but his con- 
fidence was greatly reduced, and his tone 
of exultation much lowered. 

The children rested one night at Not- 
tingham in the warehouses of their new 
masters: the next day they were led out 
to see the Castle, Mortimer Hole, and 
other local curiosities, in the forest of 
Sherwood, celebrated by bards of ancient 
times. Many shoes, bonnets, and other 
articles of clothing having been lost upon 
the journey, others were supplied; but 
Blincoe nevertheless found himself treated 
as a parish orphan, whereas he calculated 
on being received and treated as if he had 
been a gentleman's son sent on a visit to 
the house of a friend or relative. By the 
concurring testimony of other persons who 
had been entrapped by similar artifices, it 
appears certain, that the purveyors of 
infant labourers for masters of cotton and 
silk factories adopted this vile, unmanly 
expedient in most of their transactions. 
It will be seen, by the evidence of Sir 
Robert Peel and David Owen, Esq., as well 
as by that of other witnesses examined in 
1816, that, when children were first wanted 
to attend machinery in cotton-factories, 
such was the aversion of parents and 
guardians to this noxious employment, 
scarcely any would submit to consign 
their offspring to those mills, the owners 
of which, under the specious pretext of 
diiTiinishing the burdens occasioned by 
poor-rates, prevailed on churchwardens 
and overseers to put their infant paupers 
into their hands. Since then, by a gra- 
dual progress of poverty and depravity, in 
the county of Lancashire alone, there are 
some thousand fathers, mothers, and rela- 
tives who live upon the produce of infant 
labour, though alloyed by the dreadful 
certainty, that their gain is acquired by 
the sacrifice of their children's health and 
morals, and too frequently of their lives, 
whereby the fable of Saturn devouring his 
children seems realized in modern times. 

(To be continued.) 

CELIBACY AND MATRIMONY. 

LET those who affect to believe the neces- 
sary evil and immoralities connected witli 
celibacy, take also into their calculation 
the no less numerous and more fatal cala- 
mities which spring from the frightful 
soui'ce of mercenary or ill-assorted mar- 
riages. But not only this: to the brief 
period of nuptial passion there too often 
succeeds a feeling of regret and trouble at 
the idea of being no longer free; perhaps, 
the discovery that we have been too pre- 
cipitate, or that the dispositions are wholly 
at variance. Hence arise mutual regrets 
and reproaches; or, granting even only 
one of the parties to be in fault, it is 
impossible to describe the hourly and daily 
recurring scenes of domestic annoyances, 
bickerings, and all those little yet heart- 
consuming differences, whicli convert one 
of the holiest and happiest of states into a 
wretched, torturing slavery of souls. 

Woman, the sweetest and most generous 
of all beings, is usually the victim of tliis 
unhappy discord of moral elements; slit 
either weeps herself into her grave, or, 
what is still more to be deplored, seized 
with the heart's despair, she divests herself 
of her loveliest and purest attributes, slie 
incurs the risk of ignominy and reniorse, 
exposed to passions with which she at 
length seeks to fill up the void wliicli 
the loss of conjugal affection has leftii 
her soul. 

Turn for a moment to the cbildvenot 
these ill-starred marriages. Their earliest 
school, the first lessons presented to tlieir 
young minds, is the wretched, disgiaccfil 
conduct of their parents: they are neitliir 
loved nor educated in a manner to obvial' 
the evil example by which they are fi'sl 
impressed. True love, charity, hiimaiiitVi 
and right reason would be in vain incul- 
cated under such circumstances; anJ» 
follows that they are without obedience lo 
their parents, without affection for tlw 
brethren and kindred, without an ing'f 
dient of those domestic virtues which ati 
the foundation of civil virtues. 

HOW TO BE DECEIVED. 
THE sure way to be deceived, is to belitvt 
ourselves more cunning than otliers. 

London : Printed, for the Proprietor, l)y W'lJ" 
Foale, 2, Upper Southampton Street, Penlon;•' 
and Publislied by WILLIAM MARK (->•'»'>; 
19, Warwick Lane; and J. PATTIE, HiRkS"* 
Bloomsbury : and to be had of all Booksellers. 
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THE HORRORS OF A COTTON-MILL EXHIBITED IN A MEMOIR OF 
ROBERT BLINCOE. 

[VIEW OF LOWDHAM MILL.] 

CHAPTER in. 
WDBiM Cotton-mill, situated neav a 
•age of that name, stood ten miles 
"tal from Nottingham, on the Surhill 
«• thitlier Robert Blincoe and his 
aociates were conveyed the next day 
'"wts, and it was rather late when they 
J-Wl. The mill, a large and lofty 
Mitice, being surmounted  by a cupola, 

"toe at first mistook for a church, 
, • f^i'sed a laugh at his expense, and 
•peering remarks—that he would 
Z j T ^^''^^' ^<"'' °f service was per- 
rj 1 •- another said, he did not 
wttlie young cockneys would be very 
'»<: m their  attendance.   When   he 
'"f 111 view of tlie  apprentice-house, 

which was half a mile distant from the 
mill, and was told that that was to be 
his home for fourteen years to come, he 
was not greatly delighted, so closely did 
it resemble a workhouse. There was one 
source of consolation, however, remain- 
ing—it was not surrounded by lofty walls, 
nor secured by strong gates, as was the 
case at Pancras. 

When the first cart, in which was young 
Blincoe, drove up to the door, a number 
of villagers flocked round, some of whom 
exclaimed, " God help the poor wretches." 
" Eh ! " said another, " what a fine collec- 
tion of children: little do they know to 
what a life of slavery they are doomed." 
" The Lord have mercy upon them," said 
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a third. " They '11 find little mercy here," I 
said a fourth. The speakers were mostly 
of the female sex, who, shaking their 
heads, said—" Ah ! what fine clear com- 
plexions!" "The roses will soon be out 
of bloom in the mill." Such were the 
remarks, with many others of a similar 
nature, which saluted the ears of these 
children, as they entered the Lowdham 
Mill. In common with his comrades, 
Blincoe was greatly dismayed by the 
gloomy prognostications, which their 
guardians did all they could to check, 
or prevent the children from hearing, 
hurrying them, as rapidly as they could, 
inside the house. 

The young strangers were conducted 
into a spacious room, fitted up in the style 
of the dinner-room in I^ancras old work- 
house—namely, with long, narrow deal 
tables, and wooden benches. Although 
the rooms seemed tolerably clean, there 
was a certain rank, oily smell, which 
Blincoe did not much admire. They were 
ordered to sit down at these tables—the 
boys and girls apart. The other appren- 
tices had not left work, when this supply 
of children arrived. 'I'he supper set be- 
fore them consisted of milk porridge, of a 
very blue complexion! The bread was 
partly made of rye—very black, and so 
soft they could scarcely swallow it, as it 
stuck to their teeth like birdlime. Poor 
Blincoe stared, recollecting this was not 
so good a fare as they had been nsed to 
at Saint Pancras. Where is our roast 
beef and plum-pndding? he said to him- 
self: he contrived, however, with some 
difficulty, to eat about half of his allow- 
ance. As the young strangers gazed 
mournfully at each other, the governor 
and governess, as the master and mistress 
of the apprentices were styled, kept walk- 
ing round them, and making very coarse 
remarks. Just as they had passed Blin- 
coe, some (rf the girls began making faces, 
and one flung a dab of bread against the 
wall, where it stuck fast, as if it had 
been plaster. This caught the eye of the 
governor—a huge, raw-boned man, who 
had been a drill-serjeant in the army: 
he unexpectedly produced a large horse- 
whip, which he clanged in such a sonorous 
inanner as to make the house re-echo. 
In a moment, the face-makers and bread- 
throwers were reduced to solemn silence 
and abject submission. Even yoimg Blin- 
coe was daunted—he had been one of the 

ring-leaders in these seditious proceedinK; 
but so powerful was the shock to liii 
nerves, sustained from the tremendous 
clang of the horse whip, that its bereft liin 
of all his gaiety, and he sat as demurelv 
as a truant scholar about to endure a 
flogging. Yet the master of the hoiisi 
had not uttered a single threat; nor,b 
deed, had he occasion: his carbuiidij 
nose, his stern and foi'bidding aspect, aij 
his terrible horsewhip inspired quite j 
much terror as was requisite. Expectjn; 
the apprentices to arrive from the mill, lliii 
formidable personage retired, to the gteal 
relief of the young strangers; but so detp 
an impression had he created, tliey ii! 
erect and formal, scarcely daring to loot 
beyond the nose. Whilst they were ii 
this subdued and neutralized state, tliiii 
attention was suddenly and powcrfiill; 
attracted by the loud shouting of mam 
voices, when almost instantly the stem- 
room was filled, spacious as it was, liil 
a multitude of young persons of \xi 
sexes; from J'Otuig women down to men 
children. Their presence was accom- 
panied by a scent of no very agveeakt 
nature, arising from the grease and & 
acquired in their avocation. 

The boys, generally speaking, had » 
thing on b\it a shirt and trousers: soiiif 
few, and but a few, had jackets and kafe 
Their coarse shirts were entirely open« 
the neck; and their hair looked as id 
comb had seldom, if ever, been applicd!- 
The girls, as well as Blincoe could recof 
lect, were, like the boys, destitute of sl» 
and stockings. Their locks were piin"' 
up, and they were without caps: vcrytw 
had on either jacket or gown; but M 
wore what in London are called pi«'- 
fores; in Lancashire, bishops; tb'>» 
long aprons with sleeves, made of coas 
linen, that reached from the neck to IS 
heels. Blincoe was no less terrifiea" 
the sight of the pale, lean, sallow-looliE 
multitude, than his nostrils were oife* 
by a dense and heavy smell of ranK« 
or grease, that arose at their appeara*, 
By comparison, the new comers app*' 
like so many ladies and gentlemen. 

On their first entrance, some of the"' 
apprentices took a view of the stranB 
but the great bulk first looked after »• 
supper, which consisted of new po'* 
distributed at a hatch door, that op» 
into the common room from the tote . 
At a signal given, the apprentices m 
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(Ihisdoor, and each, as he made way, 
leceived his portion, and withdrew to his 
•lace at the table. Blincoo was startled, 
seeing the boys pull out the fore part of 
tleir shirts, and, holding it up with both 
liiids, receive the hot boiled potatoes 
jllotted for tlieir su])per. The girls, less 
indecently, if not less filthily, held up 
llieir dirty greasy bishops or a])rons, that 
Hie saturated with grease and dirt, and, 
bingreceivcd their allowance, scampered 
jITas hard as they could to their respec- 
tite places, where, with a keen appetite, 
tacli apprentice devoured her allowance 
and seemed anxiously to look about for 
•re: next, the hungry crew ran to the 
laliles of the new comers, and voraciously 
Jevoiired every crust of bread and every 
Jrop of porridge they had left, and put or 
answered interrogatories as curiosity sug- 
jeslcd or circumstances required. 

Tims unfavourable were the impressions 
produced by the scene that presented itself 
on Bliiicoe's first entrance into a cotton- 
tictoiy. He was forcibly struck by the 
aksence of that personal cleanliness which 
liadbeen so rigidly enforced at St. Pancras. 
Tlie apprentices were required to wash 
llicmselves night and morning; but no 
soap was allowed, without which no dirt 
could be removed. Their tangled locks, 
(overedwith cotton flue, hung about their 
pcmiis in long wreaths, floating with 
(very movement. There was no cloth 
laid on the tables, to which the new comers 
U been accustomed in the workhouse; 
10 plates, nor knives, nor forks—to be 
sure, the latter utensils were not absolutely 
necessary with a potato supper. Instead 
•f salt-cellars, as had been allowed at 
Pancras, a very stingy allowance of salt 
wlaid on the table; and Blincoe saw no 
•ftcr beverage drunk, by the old hands, 
4an pump-water. 

The supper having been devoured, in 
wmidst of the gossiping that ensued, the 
wl rung the signal for retiring to bed. 
Ilie grim governor entered to take charge 
•'the newly arrived boys; and Iiis wife, 
'Cling the same part by tlie girls, appeared 
every way suited for so rough and unpo- 
»ed a mate. She was a large grown, 
"hiist woman, remarkable for a rough, 
marse voice, and ferocious aspect. In a 
"'•y, lieart-chilling tone, she bade the 
pis follow her: tremblingly and despond- 
''S]y the little creatures obeyed, scarcely j 
•"g to cast  a   look  at  their fellow- 

travellers, or bid them good night. As 
Blineoe marked the tear start in their 
eyes and silently trickle down their cheeks, 
his heart responsive sunk within him. They 
separated in mournful silence, scarcely a 
sigh being heard, nor a word of complaint 
being uttered. 

The room in which Blineoe and several 
of the boys were deposited was up two 
])air of stairs. The bed-places were a sort 
of cribs, built in a double tier, all round 
the chamber; and the beds were of flock. 
The apprentices slept two in a bed. From 
the quantity of oil imbibed in the appren- 
tices' clothes, and the impurities that accu- 
mulated from the oiled cotton, a moat 
disagreeable odour saluted his nostrils. 
The governor called the strangers to him 
and allotted to each his bed-place and 
bed-fellow, not allowing any two of the 
newly arrived inmates to sleep together. 
The boy with whom Blineoe was to "chum" 
sprung nimbly into his birth, and, without 
saying a prayer, or anything else, fell 
asleep before Blineoe could undress him- 
self! So completely was he cowed, he 
could not restrain his tears. Ho could 
not forbear execrating the vile treachery 
of which he felt himself the victim; but 
still he declared, it never struck him— 
at least, not till long afterwards—that the 
superiors of St. Pancras bad deceived him: 
the fault, he thought, lay with Messrs. 
Lambert, their new masters. When he 
crept into bed, the stench of the oily 
clothes and greasy hide of his sleeping 
comrade, almost turned his stomach. 
What between grief and dismay, and this 
nauseous smell, it was dawn of day before 
Blineoe dropped asleep. Over and over 
again, the poor child repeated every prayer 
he had been taught, and strove, by un- 
feigned piety, to recommend liimself to 
the Friend of the friendless, and the 
Fatlier of the fatherless. At last, sleep 
sealed his weary eyelids—but short was 
the repose he was allowed to enjoy; before 
five o'clock, he was awoke by his bed- 
fellow, who, springing upright at the loud 
tolling of a bell, told Blineoe to dress with 
all speed, or the governor would flog him 
and deprive him of his breakfast. Before 
Blineoe had time to perform this office, 
the iron door of tlie chamber, creaking 
upon its hinges, was opened, and in came 
the terrific governor, with the horsewhip 
in his hand; and every boy hastily tumbled 
out of his crib, and huddled on his clothes 
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with all possible haste! Blincoe and his 
fellow-travellers were the slowest, not be- 
ing rightly awake. Blincoe said, "Bless 
me, have you church service so soon?" 
"Church service, you fool!" said one of 
the larger apprentices: " it is to the inill 
service you are called ; and you had better 
look sharp, or you'll catch it!" Saying 
this, off he scampered. 

Blincoe, who was at first amazed at the 
trepidation that appeared in the appren- 
tices, soon understood the cause. The 
grim-looking governor, with the carbuncled 
nose, bearing the emblem of arbitrary 
rule—a horsewhip in his hand, made his 
appearance, and, stalking round the cham- 
ber, looked in every bed-place: as he 
passed Blincoe and his young comrades, 
he bestowed a withering look upon them, 
which, fully understanding, caused them 
to hasten below; where Blincoe saw some 
of the boys washing themselves at a pump, 
and he was directed to do the same. 

The whole mass sat down to breakfast 
at five o'clock in the morning. The meal 
consisted of black bread and blue milk 
porridge. Blincoe and his fellow-stran- 
gers took their places, mingled with the 
rest of the aiiprentices, who, marking their 
dislike of the bread, eagerly seized every 
opportunity of eating it themselves. Blin- 
coe and his conn'ades looked wistfully at 
each other: consternation sat deeply im- 
printed on their features; but every tongue 
was silent—young as they were, they had 
sense enough to perceive the necessity of 
submission and the prudence of reserve. 

They reached the mill about half-past 
five. The water was on, from the bottom 
to the top, in all the floors, in full move- 
ment. Blincoe heard the burring sound 
before he reached the portals, and smelt 
the fumes of the oil with which the axles 
of twenty thousand wheels and spindles 
were bathed. The moment he entered 
the doors, the noise appalled him; and 
the stench seemed intolerable. 

He did not recollect that either of the 
Messrs. Lambert was present at the mill 
on his first entrance: the newly arrived 
were received by Mr. Baker, the head 
manager, and by the overlookers of the 
respective rooms. They were mustered 
in the making-up room—the boys and 
girls in separate divisions; and after being 
looked at, and laughed at, they were 
dispersed in the various floors of the mill, 
and set to various tasks.    Blincoe was 

assigned to a room, over which a man 
named Smith presided: the task Stst 
allotted him was, to pick up the loos 
cotton that fell upon the floor; than whicli 
apparently, nothing could be easier, ani 
he set to with diligence, although mutl 
terrified by the whirling motion and noiit 
of the machinery, and not a little affectej 
by the dust and flue with which he ivu 
half suffocated. They spun coarse IMB- 
hers. Unused to the stench, Blincoe soon 
felt sick, and by constantly stooping lis 
back ached : he therefore took the liberti 
to sit down; but this attitude, he soon 
found, was strictly forbidden in cotton- 
mills. His task-master (Smith) gave kia 
to understand, he must keep on his legs; 
he did so, till twelve o'clock, being sii 
hours and a half, without the least intir- 
mission: Blincoe suffered at once by thirst, 
hunger, nausea, &c. 

The moment the bell rung to annomiti 
dinner, all were in motion to get out is 
expeditiously as possible. Blincoe m 
out amongst the crowd, who were allowej 
to go; and never, in his life before, diJ 
he know the value of wholesome air» 
perfectly: he had been sick almost to 
fainting, and it revived him instantaii!- 
ously ! The cockneys mingled together, 
as they made progress towards the ap- 
prentice-house: such as were plaj'son 
made to each other, and the melaiicholj 
mingled their tears! When they reachd 
the apprentice-room, each of them W 
a place assigned at the homelij bosnl; 
Blincoe does not remember of what hi 
dinner consisted; but he is perfectly sun 
that neither roast beef nor plura-puddiij 
made its appearance; and that the pri- 
visions, the cookery, and the mode oi 
serving it out, were all very much belot 
the standard of the oi-dinary fare of tkt 
workhouse in which he had been rearei 

During the space of a week or ta 
days, that Blincoe was kept picking «f 
cotton, he felt at night very great weari- 
ness, with ])ains in his back and anhlei: 
and he heard similar complaints from »' 
associates. They might have suffered W 
had they been taken to the mill 'i''" 
o'clock, worked till eight, and then »f 
lowed time to eat their breakfast; hutsB 
hours' confinement, to close work—* 
matter of what kind, in an atmospha' 
as foul  as  that  which   circulates in' 
cotton-mill, is certainly injurious to tilt 

health and growth of children of ten* 
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vears. Even in mills worked by water, 
ihere the temperature of the air is nearly 
tlie same within the mill as without, this 
is the case; but incomparably more so in 
mills such as are found in Manchester, 
wliere, in many, the average heat is from 
(0 to 00 degrees of Farenheit's scale. 

,\fter Blincoe had been employed in 
llie way described, he was promoted to 
tlie more important employment of a 
roniig winder. Being too short of stature 
lo reacli to his work standing on the floor, 
lie ivas placed on a block; but this ex- 
pedient only remedied a part of tlie evil, 
for he was not able by any possible exer- 
tion to keep pace with the machinery. 
in vain the poor child declared it was 
not in his power to move quicker: he 
was beat by the overlooker with great 
severity, and cursed and reviled from 
morning till night, till his life became a 
burden to him, and his body was dis- 
coloured by bruises. In common with 
lis fellow-apprentices, Blincoe was wholly 
dependent upon the mercy of the over- 
Iwkers, whom he found, generally speak- 
ing, a set of brutal, ferocious, illiterate 
ruffians, alike void of understanding as 
of humanity ! Blincoe complained to 
Mr. Baker, the manager, and all he said 
to him was—"Do your work well, atid 
fu'llmt he beat." 

It was seldom either of the masters 
visited the mill, and when they did Blin- 
toe found it was useless to complain. The 
overlooker, who had charge of him, had a 
tertain quantity of work to perform in a 
given time: if every child did not per- 
form his allotted task, the fault was im- 
paled to his overlooker, and he was dis- 
tnarged; on the other hand, a premium 
»as given if the full quantity of work 
fas done, and not otherwise. If, there- 
"6, Messrs. Lambert had remonstrated, 
Mhad reprimanded the task-masters, by 
raom the children were thus mercilessly 
treated, those task-masters most probably 
wuld have said, (which they could have 
wne witli some degree of propriety,) that 
" the owners insisted upon so much 
""rk being exacted from the apprentices, 
"i a greater quantity of yarn produced 
»au it was possible to effect by fair 
'11(1 moderate labour, they must allow 
«m severity of punishment to keep the 
•ldren in a state of continual exertion, 
jllincoc had not, of course, sense to un- 
tostaud tills, the principal if not the sole 

cause of the ferocity of the overlookers— 
but such was, and is, the inhuman policy 
prevailing in cotton-mills; and whilst that 
cause remains unchanged, the effect ine- 
vitably must be the same. Each of the 
task-masters, to acquire favour and emo- 
lument, urged the poor children to the 
very utmost .'—Such is the driving system, 
which still holds its course, leading to the 
exhaustion and destruction of annual my- 
riads, and to the utmost frightful crimes; 
and such is the force of avarice, that there 
are plenty of spinners so depraved as not 
only to sacrifice other people's children, 
but even their own. Blincoe was not 
treated with that sanguinary and mur- 
derous ferocity in this mill which these 
pages will soon delineate, though from 
morning to night he was continually being 
beat, pulled by the hair of his head, 
kicked, and cursed, alternately. 

It was the custom in Lowdham Mill, as 
it is in most water-mills, to make the 
apprentices work up lost time, by working 
over-hours; a custom that might not be 
deemed unreasonable, or found oppressive, 
if the regular hours were of moderate 
duration. Blincoe did not say that this 
custom was abused at Lowdham Mill in 
an equal degree to what it was in others; 
but when children of seven years of age, 
or probably younger, work fourteen hours 
every day in the week, Sundays excepted, 
any addition must be severely felt; and 
besides this, the apprentices had to stop at 
the mill during dinner-time every other 
day, to clean the frames. Nor was this 
the climax; for once in ten days or a 
fortnight, the whole of the finer machinery 
used to be taken to pieces and cleaned, 
when they had to remain at the mill from 
morning till night, being frequently unable 
to find time to get any food from this early 
breakfast till night, after they had left off, 
a terra oftentimes extended from fifteen to 
sixteen hours' incessant labour. 

As an inducement to the children to 
volunteer to work the whole dinner-hour, 
a premium of a halfpenny was allowed! 
Small as was the bribe, it induced many, 
and Blincoe amongst the number. On 
such occasions, the dinner was brought up 
in tin cans; and often has Blincoe's allow- 
ance stood till night, while he was almost 
famished with hunger; and he has car- 
ried it back or eat it on the road, cold, 
nauseous, and covered with flue. 

(To be continued-) 
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THE MELANCHOLY CASE OF RICHARD 
COLEMAN. 

TuE following case affords a striking 
caution to prosecutors not to be too posi- 
tive in their identity of an accused party; 
and whatever pity may be excited on find- 
ing that we have, through inadvertence, 
caused a fellow-mortal to undergo an 
ignominious fate, even unto death, who 
was as innocent of the crime for which he 
suffered as the babe unborn, the pity is 
trivial compared with the feeling of regret 
that we have been the unhappy cause. 

Richard Coleman was indicted at the 
assizes held at Kingston, Surrey, in March, 
1749, for the murder of Sarah Green,- on 
the 23d of July preceding; when he was 
capitally convicted. Mr. Coleman had 
received a decent education, and was clerk 
to a brewer at the time the affair happened 
which led to the forfeiture of his life. He 
likewise had a wife and several children, 
who, in consequence of his conviction, 
were reduced to accept the bounty of the 
parish. 

The murdered person, as above stated, 
was Sax-ah Green, who, having been with 
some acquaintance to a beanfeast in Ken- 
nington Lane, stayed to a late hovu-: on 
her i-eturn towards Southwark, she met 
three men who had the appearance of 
brewers' servants, two of whom used her 
in so inhuman a manner as will not bear 
description. Such was the ill treatment 
she had received, that it was two o'clock 
in the morning before she was able to 
reach her lodgings; and on the following 
day she was so ill, that she informed seve- 
ral people how she had been treated; on 
which she was sent to St. Thomas's hos- 
pital. While in the hospital, she declared 
that the clerk in Berry's brewhouse (after- 
wards Taylor's) was one of the parties 
who had treated her in so infamous a 
manner; and it was supposed that Cole- 
man was the person to whom she thus 
alluded. 

Two days after the shocking transaction 
had happened, Coleman and one Daniel 
Trotman happened to call at the Queen's 
Head alehouse in Bandy-leg Walk, when 
the latter was perfectly sober, but the 
former was in a state of intoxication. 
Having called for some rum and water, 
Coleman was stirring it with a spoon, 
when a stranger asked him what he had 
done with the pig? meaning a pig that 
had been lately stolen in the neighbour- 

hood. Coleman, unconscious of mh 
and conceiving himself affronted by sucl 
an impertinent question, said, " b— 
the pig! what is it to me ?" The other 
who seems to have had an intention to 
ensnare him, asked him if he did not 
know Kennington Lane? Coleman an- 
swered that he did, and added, "D— 
ye! what of that?" The other than askd 
him if he knew the woman that had betn 
so cruelly treated in Kennington Lane! 
Coleman replied, "Yes;" and again said, 
"D ye! what of that?"   The otkei 
man asked, " Was not you one of tie 
parties concerned in that affair!" Cole- 
man, who, as we have said, was intoxi- 
cated, and had no suspicion of design, 
replied, " If I had, you dog, what then!" 
and threw at him the spoon with ivhicli 
he was stirring the liquor. A violent 
quarrel ensued; but at length Coleniaii 
went away with Trotman. 

On the following day, Coleman callei 
at the Queen's Head above mentioned, 
and the landlord informed him how im- 
prudently he had acted on the precediij 
day. Coleman, who had been too dniiii 
to remember what had passed, asl;ed if 
he had offended any person; on wWtl | 
the landlord acquainted him with wkl 
had transpired: but the other, still con- 
scious of innocence, paid no regard to 
what he said. 

On the 29th of August, Daniel Trot- 
man and another man went before Mr. 
Clarke, a magistrate in the Borough, anl 
charged Coleman on suspicion of haviif 
violently assaulted and cruelly treatti 
Sarah Green, in the Parsonage Wall, 
near Newington Church, in Siiney. Tli 
magistrate, who does not seem to haw 
supposed Coleman was guilty, sent foi 
him, and hired a man to attend liini I" 
the hospital where the wounded womai 
lay; and a person pointing out ColemMi 
asked if he was one of the persons il" 
had used her so cruelly. She said, ik 
believed he was; but as she declined It 
swear positively to his having any * 
cern in the affair, Mr. Clarke odinitW 
him to bail. 

Some time afterwards, Coleman «» 
again taken before the magistrate, wba 
nothing positive being sworn against n* 
the justice would have absolutely «* 
charged him ; but Mr. Wynne, the mas- 
ter of the injured girl, requesting tln'l" 
might once more be take.n to see te 
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j time was fixed for that pm-pose, and 
ike justice took Coleman's word for his 
ippearance.    The   accused  party  came 

the landlord of an alehouse where Sarah 
Green had been drinking on the night of 
lie affair, with the three men who really 
injured her; and this publican, and other 
teople, declared on oath that Coleman 
las not one of the parties. 

On the  following   day,  Mr.  Justice 
Clarke went to the hospital, to take the 
Hsmination   of  the   woman   on   oath. 
Having asked her if Coleman was one 
otlhe men who had injured her, she said 
ske could not tell, as it was dark at the 
time; but Coleman  being called in, an 
oatli was administered to her, when she 
wore that be was one of the three men 
tlat abused her.    Notwithstanding this 
Mtli, the justice, who thought the poor 
jirl not in her right senses, and was con- 
vinced in his own mind of the innocence 
if Coleman, permitted him to depart on 
Ills promise of bringing bail the following 
day to answer the complaint at the next 
assizes for Surrey; and he brought his 
lail, and gave security accordingly. 

Sarah Green d3'ing in the hospital, the 
toroner's jury sat to inquire into the cause 
oflier death; and having found a verdict 
otivilful murder against Richard Cole- 
rai, and two persons then miknown, a 
nrrant was issued to take Coleman into 
iistody. 

Tkough this man was conscious of his 
•ocence, yet such were his terrors at 
fc idea of going to prison on such a 
Aargo, that he absconded, and secreted 
•self at Pinner, near Harrow-on-the- 
flill. 

George the Second being then at Han- 
'w, a proclamation was issued by tlic 
»rds of the regency, ofTering a reward of 
'W- for the apprehension of the supposed 
*nder; and to this the parish of St. 

account of the murder of Sarah Green, 
knowing myself not any way culpable, do 
assert that  I  have not absconded from 

punctually to his time, bringing with him I justice ;   but  will  willingly  and   readily 
.i_i 1       r. _ 1    gppggj. gf j],g j,gj.(- assizes, knowing that 

my innocence will acquit me." 
Strict search being made after him, he 

was apprehended at Pinner on the 22d 
of November', and lodged in Newgate, 
whence he was removed to the New Gaol, 
Southwark, till the time of the assizes, at 
Kingston, in Surrey; when his conviction 
arose principally from the evidence of 
Trotman, and the declaration of the dying 
woman. 

Some persons positively swore that he 
was in another place at the time the fact 
was committed; but their evidence was 
not credited by the jury, though it would 
have been a happy circumstance if proper 
attention had been paid to it. One of the 
causes which led to the crime being fixed 
on Coleman, arose from the fact of his 
mother keeping an alehouse, where the 
unfortunate victim had been drinking: 
subsequently to the commission of the 
crime she said something indistinctly about 
Coleman—hence, in a great measure, the 
apprehension and conviction of Richard 
Coleman. 

After conviction, Coleman behaved like 
one who was conscious of being innocent, 
and who had no fear of death. He was 
executed on the 12th of April, 1749, on 
Kennington Common, whither he was at- 
tended by the Rev. Mr. Wilson, to whom 
he delivered a paper, in which be declared, 
in the most solemn and explicit manner, 
that he was altogether innocent of the 
crime alleged against him. He died with 
great resignation, and lamented only that 
he should leave a wife and two children 
in distress. 

The subsequent trial of the parties who 
actually perpetrated the murder, proved 
this unhappy man's innocence: to their 
case we shall direct the reader's attention 
in a future Number. 
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Ueraan read the advertisement for his 
'Ppreliension in the Gazette; but was still 
"thoughtless as to conceal himself; though 
prtaps an immediate surrender would 
webeen deemed the strongest testimony 
"Ills innocence. However, to assert bis 
*«cence, he caused the following adver- 
J'finent to be printed in the newspaper: 
''Richard Coleman, seeing myself ad- 

Wised in the Gazette, as absconding on 

RICHARD OAKEY, JOHN LEVEY, AND 
MATTHEW FLOOD. 

IN 1722 London and its environs were 
infested with desperate gangs of villains, a 
felon named Bhike being the Macheath, 
in which character he was known as 
Captain Blueskiir. On the present occa- 
sion this depredator owed his escape alone 
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to his baseness in impeaching his asso- 
ciates in villany. 

Oakey, Levey, and Flood, three of 
Blueskin's gang, were of the meanest 
origin. The first was apprenticed to a 
tailor, from whom he soon ran away; the 
other two were miserable and ignorant, 
yet most dangerous wretches, and from 
childhood were pickpockets. With such 
as these Oakey associated, and for some 
time procured a miserable subsistence by 
picking pockets; and he afterwards pro- 
ceeded to the practice of cutting off the 
pockets of women; in order to do which 
effectually one of them vised to trip up the 
woman by the heels, when the other cut 
off the pocket; and they generally got 
out of the reach of detection before the 
party robbed could recover her legs. 

Many of Oakey's associates belonged to 
Jonathan Wild's gang, who caused several 
of them to be executed, when he could 
make no farther advantage of them. 
Having thus lost many of his old ac- 
quaintances, he became connected with 
a woman of the town, who taught him 
a singular method of robbery: in their 
excursions through the streets the woman 
went a little before Oakey, and when she 
observed a lady walking near where a 
coach was turning, she used to catch her 
in her arms, crying, "Take care, madam, 
you will be run over!" and in the interim 
Oakey was sure to cut off her pocket. 
But this way of life did not last long, for 
this abandoned woman died soon after, in 
consequence of some bi'uises she received 
from a man whom she had ill treated; 
and, on her death, Oakey followed the 
practice of snatching off pockets without 
a partner, and became one of the most 
dexterous in his profession. 

Not long after his single-handed prac- 
tice, he became acquainted with several 
notorious housebreakers, who persuaded 
him to follow their course of life, as more 
profitable than that of stealing pockets. 
In the first attempt they were successful; 
but the second, in which two others were 
concerned with him, was the breaking 
open a shop in the Borough, from whence 
they stole a quantity of calimancoes; for 
which offence Oakey was apprehended; 
when he impeached his accomplices, one 
of whom was hanged, and the other trans- 
ported, on his evidence alone. 

Deterred from the thoughts of house- 
breaking by this adventure, he returned 

for a while to his old employment, an! 
then became acquainted with a man callej 
Will the Sailor. Will, who wore a swotd, 
used to affront persons in the streets, and 
provoke them till they stripped to fi«lii 
with him, and then Oakey used to decamp 
with their clothes. These associates in 
iniquity, however, soon quarrelled anJ 
parted; and Oakey, who by this time 
was an accomplished thief, entered inli 
Jonathan Wild's gang, among whom wen 
John Levey, Matthew Flood, and Captain 
Blueskin. 

These men were  for  some time tie 
terror of travellers near London.   Araoj; 
other atrocious robberies, they stopped i 
coach between Camberwell and London, 
in which were five men and a wonoaii. 
The men said they would deliver tli.' 
money, but begged they would not se,r 
as the lady was with  child.    Blue?' 
holding a hat,  received the money 
passengers put into it, which appeared.. 
be a considerable sum; but, on examina- 
tion, it was found to be chiefly halfpence. 
The gang  suspected that Blueskin liaJ 
defrauded them, as it was not tlie litil 
time he had cheated his fellow-tliievej 
but they were greatly mortified that tliej 
had neglected to search the coach, wliii 
they afterwards learned there were 3001 
in it. 

Some time after this Oakey, Lcrei, 
Flood, and Blueskin stopped Colonel Copi 
and Mr. Young, in a carriage, on tlieit 
return from Hampstead, and robbed then 
of their watches, rings, and money. In- 
formation of this robbery was sent H 
Jonathan Wild, who caused the parties H 
be apprehended; and Blueskin being il 
mitted an evidence, Oakey, Levey, s"' 
Flood were tried, convicted, sentencei 
and ordered for execution. After convif 
tion, their behaviour was exceedingly cor- 
rect for persons in their calamitous siw- 
tion. Oakey said, what gave him nion 
concern than all his other oifencestaj 
the burning a will which he found* 
some money and rings in a pocket \vn«i 
he had cut from a lady's side—a circn* 
stance which proved highly detriinentii 
to the owner. They suffered atTyb* 
on the 23d of February, 1723. 
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THE HORRORS OF A COTTON-MILL EXHIBITED IN A MEMOIR OF 
ROBERT BLINCOE. 
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[BLINCOE ENTRAPPED BY THE TAILOR OF BURTON.] 

CHAPTER IV. 
"UN'o half starved and cruelly treated by 
•is task-masters—being spotted as a Ico- 
pil with bruises—and still believing his 
'I'tieatnicnt arose from causes beyond the 
Wtrol of the parish ofHeers by whom he 
Wlicen disposed of to Messrs. Lambert, 
Miicoe resolved to attempt an escape, to 
*» Ms way to London, and to lay his case 
Wore the overseers and churchwardens 
' Saint Pancras, not only claiming redress 
"'"jmies, but the fulfilment of the grand 
Niises that had been made to him. " I 
aonot deny," said Blincoe, " that I feel 
'>w of pride, when I reflect that, at 
"Sage of seven years and a half, I had 

courage to resent and to resist oppression, 
and generosity to feel for the sufferings of 
my helpless associates, not one of whom 
durst venture to share the peril of the 
enterprise. On the other hand," said he, 
" I must give them credit for sincerity; 
for, if any one who knew of my intended 
expedition, had been unguarded or perfi- 
dious, I should have been put under such 
restraint as would have efTectually pre- 
vented a successful attempt to run away! 
I considered my situation so deplorable, 
and my state of thraldom so intolerable, 
that death appeared as a less evil. I was 
not wholly ignorant of the sulTerings I 
might have had to encounter, nor that I 

2 K 
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might perish on the way from want of 
food or shelter; and yet I persevered in 
an effort in which, of forty fellow-sufferers, 
not one had courage to join, although 
many had parents or relatives to whom to 
fly for succour, and I had none. So far, 
young as I was, I calculated upon diffi- 
culty, danger, and sufferings. In one 
thing only was I deceived; that error 
consisted in thinking the evils of my 
situation intolerable! I had no recollec- 
tion of calamities so severe, and conse- 
quently no standard by which to regulate 
my judgment: I therefore rashly deter- 
mined, in my own mind, that my condition 
admitted of no aggravation—I was soon, 
indeed, undeceived! 1 lived, within the 
short space of four years, to look back 
with regret to the comparative degree of 
ease, plenty of food, and of all other good 
things, enjoyed at Lowdham Mill! This 
sort of knowledge is, I believe, commonly 
taught," said Blincoe, " to all the children 
of misery, as they sink deeper and deeper 
in woe. The first stage appears the most 
intolerable; but as they descend, like 
myself, they sink so profoundly in the 
depths of wretchedness that, in their me- 
lancholy progress, those stages and degrees 
which at first appeared as intolerable, lose 
all their terrors in accumulated misery; 
and the desponding heart, when it takes a 
retrospective glance at past sufferings, 
oflen arraigns its want of patience and 
fortitude, for murmurings measured by 
present calamities : their former condition 
appeared comfortable! So it was with 
me at a later period, when, to be released 
from a greater and heavier misery, what 
I endured at Lowdham, with all its evils, 
and in the very worst shape, I esteemed 
as a positive state of happiness." Such 
was the philosophical reasoning of Robert 
Blincoe in 1822. 

To proceed, however, with the narra- 
tive. Steady to his purpose, he embraced 
the first favourable opportunity of making 
the projected attempt to escape! lie 
considered his great danger to lie in being 
retaken on the road between Lowdham 
and Nottingham; but he knew no other 
way, and was afraid to make inquiry! 
When the manager and overlooker of the 
room he worked in were busy Blincoe set 
off, dressed in his working-clothes: he 
began his progress in a sort of canter, 
looking behind him every fifty yards for 
the first half-mile; when, finding he had 

not been seen or pursued, he contimiej 
his rapid flight till he reached Bmtoii- 
and there, as fate decreed, that ffiolii 
suddenly terminated; for, as he ttottej 
onwards, a long-shanked, slip-shod tailor. 
who worked for Lowdham Mill, slid nim- 
bly from his shopboard, (which, unfortu- 
nately for Blincoe, faced the road,) ani 
placing himself full in the way, witli i 
malicious kind of grin upon his long, Ian! 
visage, said—" O, young Parson! wliete 
art thou running so fast this way?" He 
immediately seized his victim by the liani, 
and led him—captive against his will- 
into his cottage ; and, giving him a seat 
in the back part of the room, placed 
himself between the poor fugitive aiidtki 
dooi\ 

Blincoe saw, at one glance, by tlise 
precautions, that he was caught; his in- 
dignation was so great at first, he woali 
not give an answer; noticing which, lii 
false and artful host said to his wife," Gin 
the young Parson something to eat and 
drink ; he is weary, and will be bellei 
able to pursue his journey after he liis 
rested and refreshed himself! The Lotl 
commands us to give food to the liungiv: 
and I dare say," addressing himself li 
Blincoe, " thou art not so full, but tta 
canst cat a bowl of bread and milk." 

" I must own, to my shame," sail 
Blincoe, "the carnal man—the man it 
flesh, was caught by the bait! I huiigerd 
and I ate; and he gave me so much, ail 
I drank so heartily, that my teeth liis- 
abled my legs! 'J'o be sure, my fares 
not very costly: it consisted of sBUf 
oaten bread and butter-milk." 

When this sly fox of a tailor fouii 
that the unfortunate lad could eat K 
more, still blockading the door, he bfp 
to question him as to the object of If 
journey, which the lad frankly explaioM 
" Ay, I thought so," said the detestaft 
hypocrite ; " young Parson, I tboiig!it» 
I  saw  Satan  behind thee, jobbing» 
prong into thy ! I saw thee run* 
headlong into Hell, when I stepped W 
to save thee!" 

This avowal roused all Blineoe's in*! 
nation; and he was determined to have 
scuffle with his perfidious host: W' 
had swallowed so large a porlio"' 
butter-milk, and eaten so much oali; 
bread, he felt he had lost half his sp« 
Disdainful, however, of fraud or denial,* 
again avowed his intention, and its »*• 
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The tailor then commenced an harangue 

upon the deadly sin of a breach of cove- 
nant; assured Blincoe that he was acting 
mder the influence of Satan; that he was 
lijUe to be sent to Bridewell, to be flogged; 
jiid, when sent back to his work, to be 
Jebarred of all liberty, and led to and 
dim the mill with a halter round his 
ijecU The reader must bear in mind 
tie tender age of Blincoe at this period; 
Slid then judge of the tailor's propriety in 
sermonizing him on " tlip. deadly sin" 
ilich he had committed! But Blincoe 
Ills neither convinced by his reasoning, 
lot intimidated by his denunciations: 
liijghittonous appetite had, however, dis- 
jiled him for flight; and being thus 
Jiabled, and thus doubly a captive, he 
made a merit of necessity, and agreed to 
JO back if his host would be his mediator 
lith Mr. Baker, the manager. 

This was the precise point to which 
lie Jesuitical tailor wished to bring his 
littim. Without relinquishing his seat, 
die treaclicrous knave doffed his paper 
eap, and the skeins of thread wliich still 
limig round his long neck ; he combed his 
Hack, greasy locks, which lay as straight 
11 candles about his lantern jaws; tied 
1 yellow cotton handkerchief round his 
iietk; put on a pair of shoes; took a crab- 
/«stick, full of knots, in his right hand; 
and, grasping Blincoe's very tight in his 
led, sallied forth on a work of charity, as 
lie loathsome hypocrite called his having 
Mlrapped and beti'ayed a poor, oppressed 
iipban child, flying from slavery and 
tppression. 

"In my heart," said Blincoe, "I de- 
telcd the wretch with greater bitterness 
til my task-master; but he held me so 
's'l'i I could not escape; and the sight of 
4c bit of crab-tree which he brandished, 
"liechanted hymns of thanksgiving, had 
« no small share of influence in over- 
"ing me: in short, into the counting- 
wse this second Judas led me. After 
• admonition to beware how I again 
lade an attempt of the kind, the manager 
?»fe me a severe but not cruel chastise- 
iieiit." 

-IS to the hospitable tailor, when he 
W delivered him up, he slunk away, 
•* waiting to receive Blincoe's thanks. 
"tether lie took the Jive shillings, which 
"bneoe was afterwards told was the stand- 
's reward of those who brought back 
'iiBway apprentices, or  left  the  same 

till he had 51. to leceivc for such services, 
he cannot ascertain; but he was told, this 
peeping Tom of Burton had rendered 
many a poor child the same sort of kind- 
ness. "In consequence of this scurvy 
trick," said Blincoe, "I have never been 
able wholly to conquer the aversion it 
created in my mind against Methodists; 
although I am bound to believe, tiie 
wretch was one of the myriads of counter- 
feits who flock to their standard from 
venal and corrupt motives." 

After Blincoe had received his punish- 
ment, every weal and bruise with which 
he had started found a fellow. He was 
handed back to Smith, his task-master, by 
whom he was laughed at and jeered un- 
mercifully, and worked witli an increased 
severity. When Blincoe left work, his 
old associates flocked round him, condoling 
his misfortune, and offering half-pence 
and bits of bread that they had saved! 
When they beard that " Godly" had 
caught him (as he was nicknamed), and 
the means he employed, their indignation 
swelled to such a height, they declared 
they would drown him in the mill-dam if 
ever they had an opportunity. These 
condolements were grateful to his wounded 
pride and disappointed hopes. 

As he retired to his miserable bed, the 
governor, grinning horribly, made him a 
low bow in the military style, and gave 
him a hearty kick on his seat of honour 
at the same instant. In this manner was 
he ushered to his bed, laughed at by that 
portion of the older apprentices who had 
made similar attempts, and had undergone 
the like or a more vindictive punishment. 

Having abandoned all thoughts of 
escape, Blincoe submitted sullenly and 
patiently to his fate; he worked, accord- 
ing to his age and stature, as hard as any 
one in the mill. When his strength failed, 
and his limbs refused their office, he en- 
dured the strap or the stick, the cuff" or 
the kick, with as much resignation as any 
of his fellow-sufferers. In the faded conj- 
plexions and sallow looks of his associates, 
he could see, as, in a mirror, his own 
altered condition! Many of his comrades 
had by this time been more or less injured 
by the machinery: some had the skin 
scraped off the knuckles, clean to the 
bone, by the fliers; others, a finger crushed, 
or a joint or two nipped off, in the cogs of 
the spinning-frame wheels! When his 
turn to suffer came, the forefinger of his 
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left hand was caught; and almost before 
he could cry out off was the first joint: 
his lamentations excited no manner of 
emotion in the spectators, except a coarse 
joke. He clapped the mangled joint, 
streaming with blood, to the finger, and 
ran off to the village of Burton, to the sur- 
geon, who very composedly put the parts 
together again and sent him back to the 
mill; and though the pain was so intense 
that he could scarcely help crying out 
every minute, he was not allowed to leave 
the frame. He said little to any one; 
but he was almost always continually be- 
moaning in secret the cruelty of his fate. 
Blincoe declared, that many a time before 
he was eight years of age, lie had been 
tempted to throw himself out of one of 
the upper windows of the factory; but 
when he came to look at the leap he pur- 
posed taking, his courage failed him—a 
propensity which he mentioned not as 
thinking it evinced any commendable 
feeling, but as an illustration of the na- 
tural and unavoidable consequences of 
working children too hard, and subjecting 
them to so many severe privations. 

About the second year of his servitude, 
when the whole eighty children sent from 
Pancras Workhouse had lost their plump 
and fresh appearance, and acquired the 
pale and sickly hue which distinguished 
factory children from all others, a most 
deplorable accident happened in Lowd- 
ham Mill, and in Blincoe's presence. A 
girl, named Mary Richards, who was 
thought remarkably handsome when she 
left the workhouse, and who might be 
nearly or quite ten years of age, attended 
a drawing frame, below which, and about 
a foot from the floor, was a horizontal 
shaft, by which the frames above were 
turned. It happened one evening, when 
most of her comrades had' left the mill, 
and just as she was taking off the weights, 
her apron was caught by the shaft: in nn 
instant the poor girl was drawn by an 
irresistible force and dashed on the floor. 
She uttered the most heartrending shrieks! 
Blincoe ran towards her, an agonized and 
helpless beholder of a scene of horror that 
exceeds the power of my pen to delineate'! 
He saw her whirled round and round with 
the shaft! he heard the bones of hor arms, 
legs, thighs, &c., successively snap asun- 
der—crushed, seemingly, to atoms, as the 
machinery whirled her round, and drew 
tighter and tighter her body within the 

works! Her blood was scattered ovn 
the frame, and streamed upon the flooi> 
her head appeared dashed to pieces-n 
last, her mangled body was jammed in 
so fast, between the shafts and the Jour, 
that, the water being low and the ivlieeli 
off the gear, it stopped the main sliaJ! 
When she was extricated, every bone ns 
found broken, and her head dreadfulh 
crushed! Her clothes and mangled Jesi 
were, apparently, inextricably mixed togt 
ther; and she was carried off, as supposei, 
quite lifeless. " I cannot describe," saii 
Blincoe, " my sensations at this appalliij 
scene: I shouted out aloud for them to 
stop the wheels ! When I saw herbloml 
thrown about like water from a twidei 
mop, I fainted." But neither the spine 
of her back was broken, nor was her brail 
injured; and to the amazement of cverj' 
one, who beheld her mangled and lioniHi 
state, by the skill of the surgeon, and llii 
excellence of her constitution, she »« 
saved !—Saved, to what end ? the pliili- 
sopher might ask : to be sent back to tie 
same mill, to pursue her labours iipj 
crutches; made a cripple for life, witlml 
a shilling indemnity from the parishi ii 
from the owners of the mill! Suchra 
the fate of this poor girl; but, dismal« 
it was, it will be seen by the succeedii! 
parts of this narrative that a lot still mon 
horrible awaited many of her felloi- 
sufferers, whom the parish officers of Si 
Pancras, pursuant to Acts of Pavliameil 
authority, had apprenticed for fourteii 
years to the masters of Lowdham Cotlot 
mill. The dreadful spectacle Blincoekil 
witnessed in the racking of Mary Richaiii 
rendered his employment more odioa 
than ever. 

It is already stated that the foodw 
very ordinary and not very plentiful: tlii 
apprentices were so oppressed by hungtr, 
that the oldest and most daring sallied oil 
at night and plundered the fields; w 
quent complaints were made, and tnj 
apprentices got a very bad name, •i'' 
belonged rather to the masters, in wk* 
parsimony it originated! 

When Blincoe had served about tl'!' 
years of his time, an event happene"' 
Lowdham Mill, arising out of the Bianj" 
in which apprentices were treated, 1» 
wrought a complete revolution there, »^ 
led to a new era in Blincoe's biogvap")'' 
Among the girls who had been bo«i« 
apprentices to Messrs. Lambert, of !>* 
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liiigliam and Lowdliam, were two sisters 
lanicd Fanny and Mary Collier, who had 
1 mother residing  in  London.     These 
jjiing girls, finding their health declining 
from excess of labour, bad provisions, and 
lant of wholesome  air  and   excercise, 
[ound means to write a letter to their 
iiother, full of complaint.s;  upon which 
llic widow undertook a journey to Lowd- 
kin, ivliere she resided a fortnight, during 
wlich time she was a reserved and shrewd 
observer of the condiflon of her own and 
otkcr children, and then returned to the 
iiEtropolis.    As far as Blincoe remembers 
tlese circumstances, Mrs. Collier did not 
jiake any complaints to Messrs. Lambert 
or to the manager :   she reserved such 
^presentations for the parish officers of 
SI. Pancras, which induced them to send 
Jown a parochial committee, to inquire 
into the state and condition of the ap- 
prentices.   One day, just as the dinner 
ra being served out in the usual slo- 
venly manner, without the notice of the 
intended visit   having   been   previously 
given, the committee  arrived :   without 
iiHng or waiting for permission,   they 
nlked into the common room, and tasted 
llie viands upon the table,   which  they 
found such as had been described. "Whe- 
llier conscience had any concern in the 
Art to discover and reform abuses in the 
iiill," said Blincoe,  "I know not; but 
fcldo know—that, if they had had a 
ipark of pity or remorse, the sallow and 
sitkly appearance of the eighty victims, 
ajiug nothing of Mary Richards,   who 
'asfor ever rendered a cripple, ought to 
We filled them with sorrow and shame, 
•1 account of the base and cruel impo- 
ationthat had been practised in 1799." 

he food w     I' is more probable, however, that the 
ilentiful: k   'hcioiis treatment  experienced by the 
1 by Imngt't   il'usands and tens of thousands of or- 
igsaHiedoil   flan children,   poured  forth  from  our 

fields; fc   Mritable institutions  and   from   parish 
ie, and fc   'rtliouses, the  dreadful  rapidity with 
lame, ivliicl   with they were consumed in the various 
:rs, in nln«   '*n-mill3 to which  they were  trans- 

f'rtcd, and the sad spectacle exhibited 
about tlrn   ? most of the survivors, w^ere the real 

happeneii''   *es which,   in   1802,   produced   Sir 
'themanmi   Weit Peel's   Bill   for  the   relief  and 
treated, tU   PWcction of infant paupers employed in 
,11 there, 0   *n-mills.    Hence,   the  extraordinary 
5 biograpl!)"'   'iveliness evinced  by the overseers  and 
been toll'  *rdnvardens of Saint Pancras,   might 

,evt, of U  *e bceu occasioned   by  the  dreadful 

scenes of cruelty and oppression deve- 
loped during the progress of that bill, 
which Blincoe never heard of, nor ever 
saw, till eleven years after it had passed 
into a law. It would truly be difficult to 
produce a more striking instance of the 
the utter contempt with which the upstart 
owners of great establishments treated an 
Act, purposely enacted to restrain their 
unparalleled cruelty and waste of human 
life. The Act itself declared the masters, 
owners, or occupiers of every cotton-mill 
in Great Britain and Wales should have 
a legible copy of the Act placed in some 
conspicuous and public part of each mill, 
so as to be accessible to every one; yet 
Blincoe, who was reared in the cotton- 
mill, never saw or heard of any such law 
till eleven or twelve years after it had 
been enacted! 

When the committee began their in- 
vestigation, as to the treatment and con- 
dition of the children sent from St. Pancras 
workhouse, Blincoe was called up amongst 
others, and admonished to speak the truth, 
and nothing but the truth. So great, 
however, was the terror of the stick and 
strap being applied to their persons, after 
these dons should be at a distance from 
them, that it rendered him, and no doubt 
the great majority of his fellow-suffi^rers, 
extremely cautious and timid. It is, how- 
ever, likely that their looks bes))oke their 
sulTerJngs, and told a tale not to be mis- 
understood. The visitors saw their food, 
dress, and bedding; and they caused, in 
conjunction with the local magistrates, 
very great alterations to be made. A 
new house was ordered to be erected near 
the mill, for the use of the apprentices, in 
which there were fewer beds to a given 
space; the quantity of good and whole- 
some animal food, to be dressed and dis- 
tributed in a more decent way, was speci- 
fied ; and a more cleanly and decorous 
mode of cookery, and serving up the din- 
ner and other meals, was ordered. The 
apprentices were divided into si.x classes ; 
and a new set of tin cans, numbered 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, and 6, were made, to be served 
up to each individual, according to the 
class to which he or she might belong, to 
hold his or her soup or porridge! The 
old governor was discharged, who had 
given them all such a fright on their first 
arrival; and several of the overlookers 
were dismissed, and new ones introduced: 
among the latter description of persons 
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was a man who seemed wholly destitute of 
humanity—his name was William Wood- 
ward, born, I believe, at Cromford, in 
Derbyshire. The appearance of this fero- 
cious tyrant at Lowdham Mill proved a 
much heavier curse, scourge, and afflic- 
tion to Blincoe, than all the grievances 
which had existed or were removed! But 
as Woodward's amusement, in tormenting 
these poor apprentices, will occupy a large 
space in the next chapter', I shall say 
little of him in this. 

It was the ill fortune of Blincoe and 
his associates, that, shortly after the re- 
forms specified were introduced, and the 
hours of labour were reduced, so that 
their situation became every way incom- 
parably more agreeable, Lowdham Mill 
stopped working. At this period, Blincoe 
had served about four years of his time, 
and had learnt to wind rovings, and spin 
at the throstle; and he certainly earned 
as much money for his master in the week, 
as would suffice to keep him a month, or 
longer, in meat, drink, and clothes: but 
he had not been instructed in any part of 
the stocking-trade; nor had he acquired 
such a degree of knowledge of the cotton- 
spinning, as might enable him to gain his 
bread elsewhere. 

At this juncture, if justice had been 
done, the apprentices would have reverted 
to St. Pancras parish—they would not 
have been abandoned as they were, and 
turned over to a new master, without any 
care being taken that he should, if he took 
them, abide by the condition specified in 
their first indentures, and act up to the 
regulations introduced at Lowdham Mill. 

Blincoe said, he believed the Messrs. 
Lambert wrote to the parish officers of 
St. Pancras, informing them of the situa- 
tion of the children, in order that their 
friends might take back whom they pleased 
to claim; and if Blincoe is right in this 
conclusion, and those officers neglected 
to take proper measures for the safety 
and protection of so large a body of 
children as they had sent to Lowdham 
Mill, all healthy and straight-limbed, they 
are morally responsible for the unparal- 
leled sufferings to which they were after- 
wards exposed. When the subject shall 
again come before Parliament, it will be 
requisite to have the conduct of the parish 
officers on this occasion thoroughly inves- 
tigated ; not so much from a wish to 
have their offences visited with any legal 

penalty, if such were practicable, as ii 
show the necessity of abrogating fc 
power invested in them, by Act of Par- 
liament, to place children beyond a givej 
distance from the place of their birth oi 
settlement; and secondly, to deprive tttm 
altogether of the power of tearing awat 
children from their parents, and sendiij 
them into any manufactories wliatevit, 
without the knowledge and consent ol 
their parents or next of kin. If tk 
parish officers think proper to apprcniio 
them to any of the ordinary, establislieil 
trades, they ought not to have tk 
power independently of the parents. Ii 
the mill where Blincoe was next m 
signed, the parish children were coi 
sidered, treated, and consumed as a jim 
of the raw viaterials: their strength, thtii 
marrow, their lives, were consumed ail 
converted into money; and as their livi 
stock, consisting of parish apprenticei 
diminished, new flocks of victims amvii 
from variovis quarters, without the costi 
purchase to supply their place! 

It is within the compass of probabilili 
that there have been, and are yet, instance 
wherein the overseers of the poor, aif 
more especially the assistant overseo 
who are mere mercenaries and serve fe 
pay, have been, and are, some of then« 
least, bribed by the owners of mills l« 
spinning silk, cotton, or woollen yam, i 
visit the habitation of the persons rcBii- 
ing parochial aid, and to compel tliei: 
when children are wanting, utterly tt 
gardless of education, health, or incliit 
tion, to deliver up their offspring, or, k 
cutting off the parish allowance, Iti'' 
them to perish for want! 

When Messrs. Lavnbert gave up 4 
cotton-yarn establishment carried on i 
Lowdham Mill, they permitted all iW 
apprentices who wished to leave In" 
employment in a cotton-mill to writt* 
their parents and friends, and some'« 
found redeemers; the great bulk >* 
unhappily, left to their fate! BeinjJ 
foundling, and knowing no soul on e* 
to whom he could look up for sue* 
Robert Blincoe was one of the unbff 
wretches, abandoned to as dismal a *• 
tiny as ever befell a parish appr* 
It was his evil fortune, with a mulU 
of fellow-sufferers, to be turned am' 
masse, to Mr. EUice Needham, of W, 
gate Wall, Derbyshire, the master * 
owner of Litton Mill, near Tideswell. 
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Before, however, I close this delinea- 

in of the character and conduct of the 
liners of Lowdham Cotton-mill—Messrs. 
IfiUiain, Charles, and Thomas Lamhert— 
itisdue to them, if living, whatever may 
le their fortune—and to their memory, if 
fceased—to state, that, with the excep- 
lioiiof Mary Richards, who was so dread- 
iillv racked upon a shaft, by which her 
lones were mostly broken, not one of the 
tUdren sent to their mill by St. Pancras 
parish was injured so as to be made a 
cripple; nor were they deformed in their 
lutes and ankles. That there were de- 
fcieiicies as to food, and that an excess 
it labour was exacted, is clear, b)' the 
allerations which were introduced; but 
still, compared with what they soon 
illetwards suffered, they were humanely 
treated. They were kept decently clad; 
liad a bettermost suit reserved for Sun- 
Javs and holidays ; were occasionally al- 
lowed a little time for play in the open 
lit; and upon Goose fair-ilay, which is, 
»r then was, a great festival at Notting- 
litn, the whole of them were conveyed 
ill carts to that celebrated place and re- 
galed with furmenty, and sixpence in 
Bionej' was allowed to the very youngest! 
% went pretty regularly to Lowdham 
Ckrch on Sundays; were not confined 
•ithin gates and walls, as was the case 
It most other mills where parish appren- 
lioes were immured ; nor were there any 
im bars before the windows. They were 
nkiihard; but not so bard as to dis- 
W their limbs, nor occasion declines or 
bths: their food latterly was good, and 
tieaiily cooked: their bedding, though 
"Wse, was clean : when they had meat, 
llfywere allowed trenchers, knives, forks, 
"111 spoons. It will presently be seen, 
ilieii carried away from Lowdham Mill, 
Jilo what a den of vice, disease and 
lainine, filth and slavery, they were 
plunged; by what hellions they were 
•'tied; and all in defiance of a positive 
»»recently-made law, framed expressly 
'«their protection; and in the face of 
•'' mling Magistrate, whose visits were, 
wording to Blincoe's assertion, too fre- 
liently directed to the luxurious table of 
"master, to admit even a chance of 
fiitice to the apprentices. May this ex- 
pition of the crimes and sufferings in- 
liclcd upon the friendless,  the  orphan. 

"gilt 
Widow's son, induce honest and up 
' men, senators and legislators, effec- 

tually to curb the barbarous propensities 
of bard-hearted masters, and rescue their 
nation from a worse stain than was ever 
inflicted even by the African Slave-trade, 
horrible as was that odious traffic! 

(To be continued.) 

PICTURE OP IRISH MISERY. 
[From Von Raumer's " EngL-ind in 1835." 

Murray, London.] 

MY mind is filled with one thought—I 
can entertain no other; it is that of the 
inexpressible wretchedness of so many 
thousands in Ireland. In England I 
looked in vain for misery; all the com- 
plaints that I heard seemed to me to be 
partial and exaggerated: here, no words 
can express the frightful truth which every- 
where meets the eye. To form an idea of 
it you must see these houses—not houses, 
but huts—not huts, but hovels, mostly 
without windows or apertures; the same 
entrance —the same narrow space, for 
men and hogs; the latter lively, sleek, 
and well fed; the former covered with 
rags, or rather hung with fragments of 
rags, in a manner which it is impossible 
to conceive. If I except the respectable 
people in the towns, I did not see upon 
thousands of Irish a whole coat, a whole 
shirt, a whole cloak; but all in tatters, 
such as are nowhere else to be seen. The 
ruins of ancient castles were pointed out 
to me; but how could I take any pleasure 
in them while the desolate ruined huts 
surrounded me, and testified the distress 
of the present times more loudly than the 
others did the grandeur of the past? But 
then the lords were of the same race—of 
the same language : they were on the 
spot, and the people certainly were not 
so wretched as since the confiscations of 
the English conquerors. Other huts were 
half fallen down; but the occupants crept 
into the remaining half, which was not 
larger than a coffin for the wretched 
family. When I recollect the well-fed 
rogues and thieves in the English prisons, 
I admire (notwithstanding the very natu- 
ral increase of Irish criminals) the power 
of morality—I wonder that the whole 
nation does not go over and steal, in order 
to enjoy a new and happier existence. 
And then the English boast of the good 
treatment of their countrymen, while the 
innocent Irish are obliged to live worse 
than their cattle. 
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In Parliament they talk, for years toge- ' future ; would the traveller, should tfc 
ther, whether it is necessary and becoming j, image of woe crawl from out lier mutt 
toleavelOO,OOOdollarsannually (13000^.) I hovel, and imploringly extend het sltj. 
in the hands of the pastors of five hun- , veiled hand, recognise the noble maida 
dred and twenty-six Protestants, or 10,759   whom, a few short weeks before, heaj- 
dollars to the pastors of three Protestants; 
while there are thousands here who scarcely 
know they have a soul, and know nothing 
of their body except that it suffers hunger, 
thirst, and cold. Which of these ages is 
the dark and barbarous—the former, when 
mendicant monks distributed their goods 
to the poor, and, in their way, gave them 
the most rational comfort; or the latter, 
when rich (or bankrupt) aristocrats can 
see the weal of the church and of religion 
(or of their relations) only in retaining 
possession of that which was taken and 
obtained by violence? All the blame is 
thrown on agitators, and discontent pro- 
duced by artificial means. What absurdity! 
Every falling hut causes agitation, and 
every tattered pair of breeches a sans 
culolte. 

Since I have seen Ireland, I admire 
the patience and moderation of the people, 
that they do not (what would be more 
excusable in them than in distinguished 
revolutionists, authors, journalists, Ben- 
thamites, baptised and unbaptised Jews) 
drive out the Devil through Beelzebub, 
the prince of the devils. Thrice-happy 
Prussia, with its free proprietary peasan- 
try, its agricultural nobles, its contented 
and tolerant clergy, its well-educated 
youth! I endeavoured to discover the 
original race of the ancient Irish, and 
the beauty of the women : but how could 
I venture to give an opinion ? Take the 
loveliest of the English maidens from the 
saloons of the Duke of Devonshire or the 
Marquis of Lansdowne; carry her—not 
for life, but for one short season—into 
an Irish hovel; feed her on water and 
potatoes, clothe her in rags, expose her 
blooming cheek and alabaster neck to 
the scorching beams of the sun and the 
drenching torrents of rain; let her wade 
with naked feet through marshy bogs; 
with her delicate hands pick up the dung 
that lies in the road, and carefully stow 
it by the side of her mud resting-place; 
give her hog to share this with her; to 
all this add no consolatory remembrance 
of the past, no cheering hope of the 
future — nothing but misery, a misery 
which blunts and stupifies the mind, a 
misery of the past, the present, and the 

mired as the model of English beaiitj! 
And yet the children—with their iatl 
hair and black eyes, so gay and playU 
in their tatters—created in the ima»eii 
God—arc, in a few years, by the fanll if 
man and the Government, so worn on 
without advantage to themselves orotlieti, 
that the very beasts of the field miirli 
look down on them with scorn! 

[The respected foreigner who pennd 
the foregoing observations was, after ill, 
but partially acquainted with EiigU 
what did he know, for instance, oftk 
factory system ? Evidently nothing, fis 
delineation of the state of the Irish iik 
no means overcharged—it is patlieticilli 
true: but had he been acquainted wili: 
such scenes as are detailed in the "Meniiii 
of Robert Blincoe," he would have lee, 
one of the last to speak in so unqualitf 
language of the invariable happiness wliii 
awaits the denizen of England.] 

TRUE HONOUR. 

WHEN you have committed an offence 
never tell a lie in order to deny or t\ 
tenuate it: lying is a base wcatnei- 
Confess that you have done wroiig-ii 
that there is some magnanimity; audit 
shame you will experience in making III' 
confession will bear fruit in the applms 
of the good. If you have beenunfortir 
nate enough to offend any one, liave ik 
noble humility, that true criterion of tin 
gentleman, to ask his pardon: inasinntl 
as your conduct will show that yon » 
not a poltroon, no one will venture to all 
you vile for an act of frank magnaniiii!!'' 
But to persevere in the crime of insulin! 
the innocent, and, rather than admit;* 
error and retract your words, to enl" 
into eternal enmity with the injured, a" 
the mad tricks of proud and ferodoe 
men ; are infamies of so black a dye * 
to make it some difliiculty for the «* 
to veil them under the brilliant name * 
honour. 

BW NEl 
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ANCIENT AND MODERN MODES OF TORTURE, ETC. 

N?33. OCTOBER 12, 1836. PRICK 
ONE PENNY. 

RESULT OF JOHN MEFF'S RETURN FROM TRANSPORTATION. 

[MKFF AND  ins COMPANIONS  ON THE  SOLITAKY   ISLAND.] 

Tiis offender had been taken into custody 
'it committing a robbery near London; 
k as it happened at a time within the 
•its of an Act of Grace passed in the 
"ign of George the First, it was not 
'wglit necessary to indict liim ; and he 
•mid have been discharged witliout far- 
J" ceremony, but tliat it appeared he 
''l been transported for another crime 
';il had returned before the expiration 
''iiis time. He was therefore indicted 
'"this offence, on an Act then lately 
fissed—" For tlie eifectual transportation 
'"dons;" and his person being identified, 
* "as found guilty, and received sen- 
Wee of death. We subjoin an account 
"ittcn by himself between his condem- 
"jjon and the day of his execution. 

'I was born  in   London  of French 

parents, who fled hither for protection 
when the Protestants were driven out of 
France by Louis the Fourteenth, and I 
was there put apprentice to a weaver. 
My father, having continued about twelve 
years in England, went with the rest of 
bis family to Holland; but I remained 
behind, and served my time faithfully 
and with the approbation of my master. 
Soon after I came to wprk for myself I 
married; but my business not being suf- 
ficient to maintain myself, my wife, and 
children, I was induced to try my hand 
at thieving. 

" I followed this practice till I was 
apprehended, tried, and condemned, for 
housebreaking; but as I was going to the 
place of execution, the hangman was 
arrested, and I was brought back to New- 

2 L 



258 ANNALS OF CRIME. 

gate. It was thought this was my con- 
trivance, to put a stop to public justice; 
but I was so far from being concerned in 
it, that I knew nothing of it till it was 
done. This might have been a happy 
turn for me, if I had made a right use 
of it; for my sentence of death was 
changed to that of transportation : and, 
indeed, I formed a solemn resolution to 
lead a honest and regular course of life, 
and to resist all the persuasions of my 
comrades to the contrary. This resolu- 
tion, however, continued but a short time 
after the fear of death vanished. 

" I believe, notwithstanding, that if I 
had been safely landed in America my 
ruin might have been prevented ; but the 
ship which carried me and the other con- 
victs was taken by pirates. They would 
have persuaded me and some others to 
sign a paper, in order to become pirates; 
hut we refused, and they put me and 
eight more on shore on a desert, unin- 
liabited island, where we must have pe- 
rished with hunger if, by good fortune, 
an Indian canoe had not arrived there. 
We waited till the Indians were gone up 
the island, and then, getting into the 
vessel, we sailed from one small island 
to another till we reached the coast of 
America. 

" Not choosing to settle in any of the 
plantations there, but preferring the life 
of a sailor, I shipped myself on board a 
vessel that carried merchandise from Vir- 
ginia and South Carolina to Barbadoes, 
Jamaica, and other of his Majesty's 
islands: and thus I lived a considerable 
time; but at last being over-desirous to 
see how my wife and children fared in 
England, I was resolved to return at 
whatever risk. 

" Upon my arrival here, I quickly fell 
into my former wicked practices; and it 
was not long before I was committed to 
Newgate on suspicion of robbing a person 
near London; but, by the assistance of a 
certain bricklayer, I broke out of prison 
and went to Hatfield, where I lay con- 
cealed for some time. I was at last 
discovered, however, and taken by the 
bricklayer who had procured my escape. 
Some evil genius attended me: I was 
certainly infatuated, or I had never con- 
tinued in a place where I was so likely 
to be discovered. 

" My father is now a gardener at Am- 
sterdam.   'Tis an addition to my misfor- 

tune that I cannot see him and my motlifp 
before I die; but I hope, when he lieau 
of my unhappy end, he will keep ^ 
children by my first wife from starvinj, 
My present wife is able, by her industrv, 
to bring up her own oftspring; for i 
has been a honest, careful woman, duriit 
the nine months I have been marriej to 
her, and has often pressed me to go ovei 
to Ireland, and there lead a regular aiij 
sober life. It had been well for me it 
had taken her advice. 

" I have had enough of this resile 
and tumultuous world, and I hope I am 
now going to a better. I am very eaij 
and resigned to the will of Providein, 
not doubting 1 have made my peace will 
Heaven. I thank God that 1 have iiol 
been molested by my fellow-prisoners, 
with the least cursing or swearing in tie 
condemned hole ; but have had an oppor- 
tunity of employing every moment of mj 
time in preparing for a future state." 

The culprit was executed at Tyburn on 
the 11th of September, 1724. 

Naval and Military Torture.   F 3, 
IMPROMPTU, 

Written by Mrs. Cornwell Biiron Wilson, ,iftei 
reading a Case of Military Torture. 

[From " The Weekly Dispatch" of March 6, Mi 

BRITAIN said, " The Afric slave 
Shall not faint beneath the stroke!" 

Bade soft Mercy's pinions wave 
O'er him when his bonds she brolie. 

Yet she lets the oppressor's thong 
Fall on children of her own; 

For some petty tyrant's wrong, 
Sees proud manhood overthrown! 

Ye can write in Poland's cause, 
England's Bards! and find it fame; 

Advocate hind Nature's cause, 
And add a laurel to your name. 

Ye can weep tor foreign slaves, 
England's daughters! will the tear, 

When a Briton's wound it laves, 
Less like Heaven's own dew appei'' 

Ye can plead for foreign woe, 
England's Senate! let each voice 

Rise this outrage to o'erthrow. 
And bid Humanity rejoice! 

Oh! 'tis idle mockery all. 
For distress abroad to roam, 

While tortures still unheeded fall 
On a Brother's neck at Home! 

~Tni*Kjara»W 



N'S, 

ANNALS OF CHIME. 259 

Slavery in Eiigland! 
The Factory System.    N" 6. 

HE HORRORS   OF A COTTON-MILL, ETC. 

CHAPTER V, 

TIE next cotton-mill to which our child 
it misfortune was consigned, togetlier 
litli those of his companions in tribu- 
lilioiijwho had no friend to redeem them 
from impending misery, belonged to a 
it.Ellice Needham, as stated in the pre- 
lious chapter. Like most of his fraternity, 
iis origin was obscure : he is said to have 
iriseiifrom an abject state of poverty; and 
lal it been by lionourable industry, his 
prosperous fortune had redounded to his 
tredil. Of his primeval state of poverty it 
IIS his weakness to be asliamed : by the 
profusion of his table, and tlie splendour 
mi frequency of his entertainments, he 
Kined to wish to cover and conceal his 
man descent. His house, lawns, equi- 
page, and style of living, completely 
dipsed the neighbouring gentry; yet, 
liiiii(lless as was his ostentation, lie was 
iikis heart sordidly mean and parsimo- 
lious; his cruelty, in wringing from poor 
biidless orphans the means of support- 
iijliis guilty and unbecoming pomp, suf- 
itiently evinces the baseness of his heart! 
Bis mansion, in 1803, and years later, 
w at Highgate Wall, near Buxtoii, in 
Derbyshire. 

To this arrogant and unfeeling master, 
fcrs. Lambert made over the unexpired 
i• of years for which the greater part 
ih parish apprentices had been bound 
Ijtlieirrespective indentures: what pre- 
«• was paid, if any, I know not. As 
4is master was neither a hosier, nor a 
te-manufacturer, he had not the power 
I'fulfil the conditions imposed on Messrs. 
lirnberfr-namely, to instruct the girls 
rang the last three years of their time 
•'lace-knitting, and the boys in stocking- 
wiviiig: the consequence was, the poor 
toinren lost these important advantages; 
•J those who survived the term of their 
'fP'enlieeship to EUice Needham, found 
'Misdves without that degree of skill 
•nth was requisite to enable them to 
'" their bread, in almost any other 
""on-mill, and could touch none but the 
'"!' coarsest work. 

As Messrs. Lambert were constrained 
"fircumstances to stop their works, it 
"P' be that they had not means to sup- 

port the apprentices, and that they were 
therefore forced to got rid of them with 
the utmost expedition. There have been 
instances where, in case of bankruptcy, 
parish apprentices bound to cotton-mas- 
ters have been put into carts, driven to 
the verge of the parish, and there turned 
adrift, without money—without a friend 
or a place to shelter them. According to 
Blincoe's account, although_Mcssrs. Lam- 
bert informed the guai-dians of the poor of 
St. Pancras parish of the necessity they 
were under of giving up their apprentices, 
or turning them over to other masters, no 
steps were taken for the protection of the 
friendless children; an imputation the 
more extraordinary when the promptitude 
and decision with which they had acted 
in tlie case recited is considered : it is 
therefore probable that their previous 
activity might have been owing to the 
horrid tales that had then burst upon 
the public, descriptive of the cruelty and 
misery of which parish children placed out 
in cotton-mills were the victims. It was 
in 1802 that Sir Robert Peel, of Bury, 
who liad the greatest nuniber of parish 
and foundling children employed in his 
cotton-mills, of any cotton-master in Great 
Britain, brought forward his bill for their 
protection. According to Blincoe, the 
committee from St. Pancras arrived at 
Lovvdham Mill at this juncture, and the 
reforms introduced at Lowdhara Mill 
were therefore likely to have been owing 
to the Parliamentary agitation of the 
question; and nothing can be more highly 
illustrative of the force of public opinion, 
than this proof of its potent effect on the 
officers of St. Pancras parish! Suppos- 
ing the conjecture to be well founded, at 
the time the apprentices were removed 
from^Lowdham Mill this humane Act had 
passed into a law, and had become all 
but a dead letter! It might also have 
been a reliance upon the effect of that 
law which induced the parish officers to 
leave the children to their fate—what that 
fate was will presently appear! 

It seems that Mr. EUice Needham, the 
master of Litton Mill, went to Lowdham 
to inspect the condition of the apprentices, 
who had improved very materially after 
the introduction of the new regulations. 
Nothing could be more kind or conde- 
scending than Ellice Needham's deport- 
ment at Lovvdham; to some he gave 
money—to all he promised most liberal 



260 ANNALS OF CRIME. 

and kind usage ; he promised like a Titus, 
but he performed like a Caligula. 

Blincoe could not recollect, with pre- 
cision, the number of apprentices, male 
and female, who were removed in carts 
from Lowdham to Litton Mill. The first 
day's progress brought them to Crom- 
ford, where they halted for the night: 
the girls were lodged in dwelling-houses; 
the boys, on straw, in a barn or stable ! 
The next morning the whole party were 
marched on foot through the village, as 
far as Matlock toll-bar, so proud was 
Woodward (their conductor) of their 
healthy appearance! Here they again 
mounted their carts ! This improvement, 
by-the-by, is not imputable to the whole- 
someness of cotton-factory employment; 
but to the effect of the recent modifica- 
tions introduced at Lowdham MiU, and 
to their diminished hours of toil. 

It was in the gloomy month of Novem- 
ber when this removal took place ! On 
the evening of the second day's journey, 
the devoted children reached Litton Mill. 
Its situation, at the bottom of a seques- 
tered glen, surrounded by rugged rocks, 
and remote from any human habitation, 
marked a place fitted for the foul crimes, 
of frequent occurrence, which hurried so 
many of the friendless victims of insatiate 
avarice to an untimely grave. 

The savage features of the adjacent 
scenery impressed a general gloom upon 
the convoy, when Woodward pointed out 
to them the lonely mill to which they 
•were travelling. As the hands were then 
at work, all of whom, except the over- 
lookers, were parish children, the con- 
ductor of the new comers led them through 
the mill. The effect of the review filled 
the mind of Blincoe, and perhaps his un- 
happy associates, with deep dismay. The 
pallid, sickly complexions—the meagre, 
haggard appearance of the Litton Mill 
apprentices, with their filthy and ragged 
condition, gave him a sorrowful foretaste 
of the dismal fate that apparently awaited 
him. From the mill, they were escorted 
to the apprentice-house, where everything 
wore a discouraging aspect. Their first 
meal was water porridge and oaten cakes; 
the former thin and ill made—the latter 
baked in flat cakes, on iron griddles, about 
an inch thick, which, being piled up in 
heaps, were liable to heat, ferment, and 
grow mouldy ; this was a new and not a 
very palatable diet.    Whilst Blincoe and 

many of his comrades went suppeiless to 
bed, their half-starved comrades, the Lit- 
ton Mill apprentices, ravenously devonrti 
what the more dainty Lowdliain cliildrei 
turned from with loathing, and told tliem 
their stomachs would come to in a h 
days, and that they would be glajti 
pick from a dunghill the niouldiest piece 
then so disdainfully flung away. 

The lodging-room, the bedding—even, 
thing was inferior to what it was at LowJ- 
ham; and the smell, from oil and 
incomparably more offensive. Blincie 
passed a restless night, bitterly deplorii! 
his hard destiny, and trembling at lli 
thought of greater sufferings! Soon aflo 
four in the morning, they were summoiiti 
to their work by the ringing of a bell. 
Blincoe was put to wind rovings: liesooi 
found an immense difference in his sitiii. 
tion, having much more work to perform, 
and being treated with a brutal severitj 
hitherto unknown to him, 

Blincoe remarked that very few of k 
apprentices had either knife, fork, or spcoi 
to use at table ; or hats, shoes, or stoct 
ings. At Lovvdliam, particularly diirinj 
the latter part of their stay there, tli 
children used to wash at the pump iiijll 
and day, and were allowed soap, ii 
Litton Mill, they were called out so earlt, 
and worked so late, that little or no alteD- 
tion was given to personal deanlinesl 
On Friday night, the apprentices wm 
washed, combed, and shirted! Blincoi 
found his companions in a woful conJi- 
tion ; their bodies were literally covereJ 
with weals and contusions, their htii 
full of wounds, and in many cases lament- 
ably infested with vermin. The eUeS 
girls had to comb and wash the yoiinp 
apprentices—an irksome task, which w 
carelessly and partially performed. !<t 
soap was allowed—a small quantity [ 
meal was given as a substitute; and tli 
from the effects of keen hunger, w 
generally eaten. The first day's labo"'" 
Litton Mill convinced Blincoe into »'k» 
a den of vice and misery he was cast 
The overlookers were fierce and bniU 
beyond anything he had ever \¥itiiess» 
at Lowdham Mill; to which servitui' 
terrible as it once appeared, hel»'\ 
hack with regret! In the retrospect«• 
his own conduct he felt shame and * 
row; for, compared with what he had li 
perform and to endure, he now cons: 
that he had lived in idleness and ho"'; 
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it Lowdliara. The custom of washing 
jid shifting on Friday night arose, he 
ai, from a notion that it was 7nore pro- 
file to allow those ablutions to be then 
lerformed, that the apprentices might be 
fcptto work till midnight on Saturdaj', or 
mil beyond that hour. 

The apprentices slept about fifty in 
iroom. The governor used to unlock 
ik door of each room as soon as the 
Sist bell rung: having unlocked the last 
mm door, he went back to the first 
litli a switch stick in his hand ; and 
it le found any one in bed, or slowly 
ilressiiig, he used to lay on without mercy ; 
Ij which severity the rooms were soon 
mpty. The apprentices heul their break- 
fut generally of water porridge, called in 
tlispart of Derbyshire "stir-pudding," 
iij oaten cake, which they took in the 
nill. The breakfast hour was eight 
I'clock; but the machinery did not stop, 
11(1 so irregular were their meals it soine- 
liniss did not arrive till ten or eleven 
i'clock. At other times the overlookers 
mid not allow the apprentices to eat it, 
nd it stood till it was cold and covered 
litli flue! Skimmed milk or butter-milk 
las allowed ; but very sparingly, and 
lien in a stinking state when it was 
med out. Forty minutes were allowed 
'itdinner; of which time full one half 
w absorbed in cleaning the frames. 
imetimes the overlookers detained them 
> the mill the whole dinner-time, on 
ilich account a halfpenny was given— 
"rather promised. On these occasions, 
%had to work the whole day through, 
;oierally sixteen hours, without rest or 
jni! These excessive labours, accom- 
panied by comparative starvation, may 
'Ppear to the reader—as, at first it did to 
't-almost incredible; but Blincoe's rela- 
'•, marvellous as it may appear, was 
wrwards confirmed by individuals, whose 
*tatives will be given, and with whom 
'•sort of acquaintance or intercourse had 
*rly subsisted. Owing to this shame- 
"y protracted time of labour—to the 
•dty with which the children were 
•"t'W by stripes, cuffs, and kicks—and to 
winsufficiency of food, no less than its 
* and unwholesome quality—Blincoe, 
"common with his fellow-sufl^erers, has 
*« dropped down at the frames, and 
^a so weary, when, at last, he left work, 
«he has given a stronger boy a half- 
Piy, or a part of his supper, to allow 

him to lean upon him on his way back to 
the apprentice-house ! 

Bad as was the food, the cookery was 
still worse. The most inferior sort of 
Irish-fed bacon was purchased for the 
consumption of these children, and this 
boiled with turnips, put into the water, 
I cannot say without washing, but cer- 
tainly without being pared! Such was 
the Sunday fare of the parish children at 
Litton Mill. When first Blincoe and the 
rest of the children arrived from Lowd- 
ham, they noticed that many of the other 
apprentices had neither spoon nor knife, 
but had to eat as they could, meat, thick 
porridge, or broth ; nor were the new 
comers long allowed any such " unneces- 
sary " implements. 

On Sunday, bacon-broth and turnips 
were served out, which they eat with 
oaten cake in dirty wooden bowls. It 
could not be otherwise than unpalatable ; 
for the portion of water to be converted 
into broth was very ample: in this, rusty, 
half-putrid, fish-fed bacon and unpared 
turnips were boiled ! A portion of this 
broth, with coarse oaten cake, was served 
out frequently as the first course of a 
Sunday's dinner: next, the rusty bacon 
was portioned out with the boiled unpared 
turnips! There was generally a large 
quantity of broth to spare, which often 
became very fetid before it was cold: into 
this stuff, no better than hog-wash, a few 
pails more of water were poured, and 
some meal stirred in ; and the disgusting 
mess was served out for supper or the 
next day's breakfast, as circumstances re- 
quired. Blincoe declared that the stench 
of this broth was often so powerful as to 
turn his stomach, and yet, bad as it was, 
keen hunger forced him to eat it. From 
all these and other sources of sickness and 
disease, no one will be surprised that con- 
tagious fevers arose in the mill; nor that 
the number of deaths should be such as to 
require frequent supplies of parish chil- 
dren to fill up the vacancies. That such 
numerous draughts made for mills where 
there was no increase of building or of 
machinery, or no apparent call for more 
infant labourers, should not have caused 
parish officers to institute inquiry as to 
the fate of their predecessors, goes far 
toward confirming the worst imputations 
cast by the surviving sufferers upon their 
parochial guardians. The evidence given 
by Sir Robert Peel and others,  before 
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Parliamentary committees, will throw still 
farther light on this important subject, 
and prove how generally the offspring of 
the poor have been abandoned by their 
legal guardians, and left at the disposal 
of greedy and unfeeling sons of traffic! 
This neglect on the part of parish ofircers 
was the producing cause of many of the 
avaricious cotton-masters escaping pvmish- 
ment, for offences which richly merited 
the gallows. 

Contagious disease, fatal to the appren- 
tices, and dangerous to society, was the 
degree of magnitude at which the inde- 
pendent rich—more, perhaps, from selfish 
than social feelings—took alarm; and the 
public prints exposed a part of the existing 
abuses in cotton-mills, of which parish 
children were the victims. So horrid 
were these recitals, and so general and 
loud the indignation which they excited, 
that it reached the inmost recesses of the 
flinty hearts of the great cotton-masters: 
their fears taught them mercy, when no 
longer able to withstand or silence the 
accusations brought against them by pub- 
lic-spirited and disinterested opponents. 
Some of the greatest delinquents yielded, 
and even became advocates for the inter- 
ference of the legislative power between 
themselves and their servants : a reference 
to the Appendix will show that they were 
accused by the genuine friends of humanity 
of aiming, by this concession, to insinuate 
themselves into the confidence of their 
opponents, and thereby neutralize and 
subdue the fine spirit by which they found 
their grasping, vile, insatiate avarice con- 
trolled. Be this as it may, those indi- 
viduals who took so much pains to obtain 
the Act of 1802, seem to have given 
themselves no manner of trouble to see 
it enforced: almost before the first year 
expired, it was absolutely considered a 
dead letter! 

Just at this crisis, the cruelties exercised 
on apprentices at Litton Mill were at their 
height: excess of toil, of filth, and of 
hunger, led to the poor children being 
visited by contagious fevers; and this 
calamity, which often broke, by'premature 
death, the bands of this vile thraldom, 
prevailed to such an extent as at last to 
stop the works! Such was the declara- 
tion of Blincoe, who had known forty boys 
sick at once, being a fourth of the whole 
number employed in the mill. From the 
combined testimony of many apprentices, 

none were considered sick till it was fonnj 
impossible,  by menaces  or by coroonl 
punishment, to keep them to their work 
The medical gentleman who sometimes 
attended the sick, aware of the cause of 
the deaths, used to say, and like a sensible 
man he  spoke—" It is  not drugs, but 
kitchen physic, they want; and his general 
prescription was plenty of good bread ani 
beef soup  or  mutton   broth.    When 1 
questioned Blincoe and others, wliytlii 
medical man did not represent the liorrij 
pliglit they were in to the magistrates, be 
said, the  surgeon and magistrates weii 
friends and guests of the master, andii 
tlie frequent habit of feasting with liiml 
Blincoe was among the number of tbt 
sick, and remembers pitch, tobacco, fe, 
being burnt in the chamber, and viiiejai 
sprinkled on their beds and on the floor; 
circumstances which sufficiently derrotetle 
malignity of the disease, and the serious 
apprehensions that were entertained. So 
great has the mortality been,  that Mr, 
Needham has felt it advisable to diviii 
the burials ; and a part of the dead wert 
buried inTadington church-yard, althoujl 
the burial-fees were double the charge of 
those at Tideswell.    Notwithstanding Ibis 
extraordinary degree of sickness and mor- 
tality,   Blincoe  declares   that  the lod 
magistracy  took  no   manner  of irotiti 
thereof. 

It might be hazardous to trust sofarto 
the memory, the integrity, or the juJ; 
ment of Blincoe, or to affirm that tbi 
conduct of the local magistracy really ra 
thus culpable ; but the imputation is cor- 
roborated by the total silence of the magii- 
trates of this part of Derbyshire, as totki 
character and conduct of the owners o( 
Litton Mill, during the Parliamcniiii) 
investigation of 1816, 17, 18, 19. Tb 
concurrent testimony of Blincoe and seve- 
ral of his fellow-sufferers confirms theiitl 
of contagious fevers having occurred i 
this mill; of the numerous deaths it otci- 
sioned ; of the consequent division of III 
funerals; and of the remarks of the des- 
man by whom the last sad rites «" 
performed ; and also, that, once, tlw 
was a coroner's inquest held! Tben 
exists some difference of opinion, as' 
the material fact—whether thehodyU 
not been first deposited in the earth, • 
afterwards taken up. Not a spark of p* 
was shown to the sick of cither sex: Ibf ^ _ _^ 
were worked to the very last moment* ini„^ (jj^. 
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B possible for them to work ; and when 
las no longer possible, if they dropped 

lira, they were put into a wheelbarrow, 
ill wheeled off to the apprentice-house. 
Jecordiiig to Blincoe, they were thc-n 
mill the common room below, or carried 
ilheir birth in the bed-room, and there 
ill to live or die! In this melancholy 
ilile, all the change that took place in the 
iidwasan allowance of some treacle-tea ; 
U is, hot water sweetened with treacle. 
He doctor was seldom called till the 
Utient was in the agonies of death: 
Sierally speaking, the dying experienced 
its attention than a sheep or a hog! 
Ileowiier of Litton Mill was more ten- 
iei to those animals, because they cost 
iney; and the anxiety of a character 
lltMr. Needham could only be excited 
k tlie prospect of a loss of capital! 
Ms solicitude was proportioned to the 
Blent of the risk; and as parish children 
al destitute orplians could be had at a 
las price than sheep or pigs, to supply 
lie place of those that died, it followed 
ilat they were less thought of. I would 
lot willingly exaggerate the atrocities I 
111 depicting; I would not act so unwisely 
s to overcharge the picture I am drawing; 
Hid it is with some degree of diffidence I 
Me, in consequence of combined and 
plive testimony, that no nurses or nurs- 
'ijwas allowed to the sick, farther than 

one invalid could do for another! 
b neither candle nor lamp-light was 
lowed, nor the least sign of sympatliy 
"egret manifested! These facts, I 
•it, are so repugnant to every feeling 
'Christian charity, that they wear the 

spect of greatly embellished truths, or— 
" ' is little worse—of malignant fabri- 
*ns. If they are such, the fault is 
'" mine; for repeatedly, and in the 

lit impressive manner in my power, 
admonished Blincoe and his fellow- 
bers to abstain from falsehood; tell- 
! Mm and them, it would be sure to 

"^detected and lead to their disgrace. 
•' I thought might have more influ- 

*e with such persons—I also urged the 
"imph such baseness on their part would 
"|er oil the master cotton-s])inners most 
nignished by cruelty and tyranny: 

wBlincoe and the whole of his former 
Jrades perseveringly and consistently 
*ied to the truth of the horrid impu- 
"•'is, and declared, if they were called 
f", Ihey would  at  any  time  confirm 

their statements. I was bound to give 
them publicity; and if they are founded 
in truth, if their great features are cor- 
rectly delineated, no lapse of time ought 
to be allowed to shelter the delinquents. 
They should be brought to a public trial; 
for the imputations extend to too many 
acts of torture and of wilful and deliberate 
murder; and to the indulgence of pro- 
pensities such as t9 overpower scepticism. 
They embrace atrocities exercised upon 
poor and friendless boys and girls, of a 
nature no less abominable than the worst 
of those which apply to that disgrace to 
womanhood, Elizabeth Brownrig; or, more 
recently, to the unhappy culprit, Gover- 
nor Wall. There are yet living, perhaps 
a hundred witnesses who have been par- 
takers of these ferocious inflictions: many 
of them, though in the prime of life, are 
reduced to such a state of decrepitude as 
to flash conviction, upon the most incre- 
dulous, that it could have resulted from 
nothing but the most unexampled and 
long-continued cruelty; from the con- 
tinued and reckless exercise of unlimited 
despotism upon the truly insulted and 
most friendless of human beings—upon 
those for whose especial protection a law 
had been then recently enacted, which, 
had it been enforced, would efficiently 
have prevented the occurrence of these 
crimes: and if I were to assert, that it 
would be difficult, if not impossible, from 
the record of sufferings inflicted upon 
Negro slaves, to quote instances of greater 
atrocity than I have developed, or am 
about _to develop, I should not exagge- 
rate ; nor sliould I be guilty of bombast, 
were I to affirm that the national charac- 
ter has been and is seriously dishonoured 
by that system of boundless commercial 
avarice, in which these detestable crimes 
originated: it will continue thus shaded, 
till a full and a fair investigation takes 
place. 

There never yet was a crisis when, in 
the commercial world, the march of ava- 
rice was so rapid, or its devastations so 
extensive upon the morals and well-being 
of society, as within the period embraced 
by this narrative ; a march that seems to 
acquire celerity in proportion to the in- 
creasing spread of its malefic influence, 
and to derive imjmnitij from the prodi- 
gious wealth it accumulates in the hands 
of a few great and unfeeling capitalists, 
at the expense of the individual happiness, 
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health, and morals of the million ! This 
iniquitous system is the prolific parent of 
that tremendous flood of vice which has 
saturated the manufacturing populace, 
with the most appalling depravity. This 
has reduced those many hundred thou- 
sand weavers to a state of destitution so 
extreme, as to render the condition of 
the most destitute portion incomparably 
worse than that of the field-slave, in the 
West India plantations, who has the good 
fortune to belong to a humane proprietor. 
This baleful and wide-wasting system 
throws upon the crown the undeserved 
odium of being the cause or the abettor 
of these dreadful evils, by which the poor 
weaver is oppressed—an impression that 
has neutralized the loyalty of myriads, 
and fitted them to become, in the hands 
of unprincipled demagogues, the source of 
popular commotions, of foul and iniqui- 
tous conspiracies, of deep and radical dis- 
loyalty. So indurated, so inveterate is the 
loathing—the aversion cherished towards 
the executive government, in all its rami- 
fications, by a large portion of weavers, 
that it has induced multitudes wholly to 
renounce—to vilify in every practicable 
manner-^to degrade Christianity! I do 
not, in this declamation, indulge in light, 
personal, or selfish motives : for whatever 
I assert, as positive matter of fact, I hold 
myself morally responsible; and I stand 
publicly pledged to substantiate my asser- 
tion, by adducing, if requisite, not alone 
the authorities on which I make them, 
but also proof of the validity of these 
authorities. 

With this digression I close the present 
chapter: in those that follow there will be 
found a narrative of crimes that cannot 
fail to excite, in an equal degree, horror 
and incredulity— at the recital of acts of 
wanton, premeditated, gross, and brutal 
cruelty, scarcely to be equalled in the 
annals of the Inquisitorial tribunals of 
Portugal or Spain. Yet all those acts of 
murder and wanton cruelty have been 
perpetrated by a solitary master cotton- 
spinner, who, though perhaps one of the 
worst of his tribe, did not stand alone; as 
will be shown by evidence which cannot 
be successfully rebutted. Nor was it to 
be expected that the criminality of that 
master spinner should fail to produce 
corresponding depravity amongst the 
wretched apprentices subjected to his 
rude and savage domuiion.   In the event- 
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ful life of W—• Pitt, the depth aiidextal ' 
of that depravity will be strikingly iUis, 
trated!   it will be seen that acts offeloij 
were committed in the vicinity of Litt( 
Mill, by the parish apprentices—not, it| 
am  rightly informed,  from  a dislmii 
iyttention, but from a desire to be tnn 
ported to Botany Bay ; deeming even tlil 
alternative preferable  to the endiiiaiis 
of the accursed horrors of the servitudeli 
which, as parish  apprentices, they 
been so thoughtlessly consigned. 

(To be continued.) 

THE DANGER OF VISITING A HEU. 

NEVER visit a hell. If you do, howeiii, 
be careful to take no money with jii; 
otherwise the chances are that you tisl 
it all on the game, and, in all probabilk 
get fleeced for your folly. 

The fascination of gambling is m 
unaccountable, and exceeds that ot Ik 
basilisk: the sight of the thing tempt 
lookers on to try their luck; and|»k 
they once fairly begin, and more a|i 
cially if the chance goes against tk 
they absolutely lose all idea of the vilt 
of money. An accursed demon is eoi 
stantly whispering in their ears" Pli; 
play, play!" and, urged by the iiifeiBf 
advice, they risk everything—their BI| 

houses, pictures, lands. Were tlieitsoc 
gameable, or of any use to the oil: 
party, there cannot be a doubt thatfc 
would gamble them away in this trf 
of ruination and madness. 

Mortgaged estates, pennyless tab 
bankrupt landlords—what brings nt 
tenths of them into these conditions t 
gambling, whether it be in the sliapi' 
faro, rouge et noir, horse-racing, otok 
infinite modifications of this destraiit 
propensity ? 

Many a man has entered the gai* 
house endowed with all manner of »* 
and happiness ; and left it, fleeced k' 
hour's insanity, to drink the poisoned"; 
or apply a loaded pistol to his distia* 
head; or, if he slum these alternative^t 
live a life of poverty and contempt,* 
perhaps a ruined family to deplo't^: 
infatuation of their wretched parent, S"- 
is gambling! 
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ANNALS OF CRIME; 
OR, 

IEW NEWGATE CALENDAR, AND GENERAL RECORD OF TRAGIC EVENTS, INCLUDING 
ANCIENT AND MODERN MODES OF TORTURE, ETC. 
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ONE PENNY, 

'SLAVERY IN ENGLAND.    THE FACTORY SYSTEM.    N». 8. 

f E HORRORS OF A COTTON-MILL EXHIBITED IN A MEMOIR OF 
ROBERT BLINCOE. 

[BLINCOE STEALING THE PIG'S MEAT. 

CHAPTER VI. 
McoRm<jG to the description given me 
i>J Robert Blincoe of tlie dreadful state 
»'thraldom in which, with a multitude 
"juvenile companions, he was involved 
«l Litton Mill, I am instructed to say, 
•fi as excessive toil, the want of proper 
|i•e for rest, and the absence of nourish- 
'"S and wholesome food, gave rise to 
""tagious disease, so a liberal supply of 
m provisions and a cessation from toil 
pckly restored many to health; hut, 
*'ead of taking warning by the results 
«llicse terrible examples, no sooner were 
2 I'lvalids sent back to the mill than 
""system of over-toil, boundless cruelty, 

starvation, and torture, was at once re- 
sumed. Let it not, however, be supposed 
that anything hi the sliape of dainties had 
been dispensed to the sick: wheaten bread, 
coarse pieces of beef boiled down in soup, 
or mutton for brotli, with good milk or 
butter-milk, sparingly distributed, formed 
the extent of those indulgences. This 
diet, luxurious as it was considered in 
Litton Mill, did not surpass the ordinary 
standard of the daily fare that Blincoe 
had enjoyed at St. Pancras workhouse, as 
well as during the latter period of his stay 
at Lowdham Mill. 

I have not yet done more than mention 
the cufts, kicks, or scourging to which, in 

2 M 
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common with many other of his unliappy 
comrades, Blincoe stood exposed; since, 
by his account, almost from the first hour 
in which he entered the mill, till he arrived 
at a state of manhood, it was one con- 
tinued round of cruel and arbitrary 
punishment. Blincoe declared, he was 
80 frequently and immoderately beaten it 
became quite familiar; and if its frequency 
did not extinguish the sense of feeling, it 
took away the terror it excited on his first 
entrance into this den of ignoi"ance and 
crime. I asked him, if he could state an 
average number of times in which he 
thought he might, in safety, say he had 
suffered corporeal punishment in a week. 
His answer invariably was, his punish- 
ments were so various and so frequent 
it was impossible to state with anything 
approaching to accuracy. If he is to be 
credited, during his ten years of hard 
servitude his body was never free from 
contusions and wounds, inflicted by the 
cruel master whom he served, by his sons, 
or by his brutal, and ferocious, and merci- 
less overlookers. 

It is already stated that he was put to 
the back of a stretching-frame when he 
was about eleven years of age, and that 
often, owing to the idleness or the absence 
of the stretcher, he had his master's work, 
as well as his own, to perform. The work 
being verj' coarse, the motion was rapid, 
and he could not keep up to the ends: 
for this he was sure to be unmercifully 
punished, although they who punislied him 
knew the task assigned was beyond what 
be could perform ! There were different 
stretchers in the mill; but, according to 
Blincoe's account, they were all of them 
base and ferocious ruffians: Robert Wood- 
ward, who had escorted the apprentices 
from Lowdham Mill, was considered the 
worst of those illiterate, vulgar tyrants. 
If he made a kick at Blincoe, so great 
was his strength, it commonly lifted him 
off tlie floor: if he struck him even a 
flat-handed blow, it floored him ; if with 
a stick, it not only bruised him, but cut 
his flesh. It was not enough to use his 
feet or bis hands ; he must wield a stick, 
a bobby, or a rope's end. He and others 
used to throw rollers, one after another, at 
the poor boy, aiming at his head, which 
was of course uncovered while at work; 
and nothing delighted the savages more 
than to see Blincoe stagger, and to see the 
blood gushing out in a stream!    So far 

were such results from deterring the not 
sters, that long before one wound y 
healed similar acts of cruelty prodm-l 
other wounds; so that, on many occasin 
his head was excoriated and bruistlu 
a degree that rendered him offensive!) 
himself and others, and was so intolent 
painful as to deprive him of rest at wk 
however weary he might be. In tii- 
sequence of such wounds, his headts 
overrun by vermin. Being reduced t 
this deplorable state, some brute ofi 
quack doctor used to apply a pitcli cif 
or plaster, to his head. When it U 
been on a given time, and its adkiin 
was supposed to be complete, the terri 
doctor used to lay forcibly hold ofoi; 
corner and tear the whole scalp from of 
his head at once! This was the commoi 
remedy; and I should not exaggeratetk 
agonies it occasioned were I to alfci 
that it must be equal to anything inJidfi 
by the American savages, on helpb 
prisoners, with their scalping-knives ai! 
tomahawks. 

This same ruffian, Robert Woodmrl, 
who, by the concurrent testimony of miii 
sufferers, stands depicted as possessiii 
that innate love of cruelty which raat'se 
a Nero, a Caligula, or a Robespieni, 
used, when Blincoe could not or did»: 
keep pace with the machinery, totiefe 
up by the wrists to a cross-beam and In; 
him suspended over the macliinery lii 
his agony was extreme. To avoid it 
machinery, he had to draw up his Iff 
every time it came out or returned; ifk 
did not lift them up, he was cruelly beatc 
over the shins, which were bare. !«' 
was he released till, growing black» 
the face, and his head falling over If 
shoulder, the wretch thought his vitti" 
was near expiring! Then, after sow 
gratuitous knocks and cuffs, he was if 
leased and instantly driven to his » 
and forced to commence with every ap- 
pearance of strength and vigour, tliof 
he were so crippled as to be scarcely* 
to stand. To lift the apprentices up»' 
the ears, shake them violently, and tlii" 
dash them down upon the floor with « 
utmost fury, was one of the many i»'' 
man sports in Litton Mill, in whicM»' 
overlookers appeared to take delij" 
frequently has Blincoe been thus tre* 
till he thought his ears were torn W» 
his head ; and this for very trivial offe* 
or omissions.    Another of their diaboW 
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aniusements consisted in filing the ap- 
prentices' teeth! Blincoe was once con- 
strained to open his mouth to receive 
this punishment, and Robert Woodward 
applied the file with great vigour! Having 
mnished him as nmch as he pleased, the 
irnte said with a sneer—" I do this to 
iliarpen thy teeth, that thou mayst eat 
ihy Sunday dinner the better." 

Blincoe declared, that he had often 
ken compelled, on a cold winter's day, 
to work naked, having no covering on 
Km besides his trousers, loaded with two 
Uf-hundred weights slung behind him, 
kanging one at each shoulder. Under 
lliis cruel torture he soon sunk, when, to 
make the sport last the longer, Wood- 
ward substituted quarter-hundred weights, 
and thus loaded, by every painful effort, 
BEncoe could not lift his arm to the 
toller. Woodward has forced him to 
sear these weights for hours together, 
and still to continue at his work! Some- 
times he has been commanded to pull 
oif his shirt and get into a lai"ge square 
skip, wlien the savage, being sure of his 
mark, and that not a blow would be lost, 
mcd to beat him till he himself was tired! 
.It oilier times Bhncoe has been hoisted 
upon other boys' shoulders, and beaten 
with sticks, till he has been shockingly 
discoloured and covered with contusions 
and wounds. 

What spinners call a draw off, at one 
«t those frames at which BUncoe worked, 
tt(|iiired about forty seconds: Woodward 
las often insisted upon Blincoe cleaning 
ail the cotton away under the whole frame 
ill a single draw, to go out at the farther 
f«d, under pain of a severe beating. On 
«of these occasions Blincoe nearly lost 
t life: being caught between the faller 
•ltd the head-piece, his head was jammed 
wween them. Both his temples were 
«'open, the marks of which are still to 
''seen, and the blood poured down each 
we of his face! it was considered next 
'«a miracle that he escaped with his life! 
• far from feeling the least compassion, 
"oodward beat him cruelly, because he 
W not made more haste ! Blincoe says, 
J' the best of his recollection, he was 
lelve years of age when this accident 
rappened! 
," IS a fact, too notorious to be denied, 

Ae most brutal and ferocious of the 
, stretchers, rovers, &c., have been 

' "le habit, from mere wantonness, of 

inflicting severe punishments upon pieoers, 
scavengers, frame-tenters, winders, and 
others of the juvenile class subjected to 
their power, compelling them to eat dirty 
pieces of candle, to lick up tobacco spittle, 
to open their mouths for the filthy wretches 
to spit into; all which beastialities have 
have been practised upon the apprentices 
at Litton Mill! Among the rest, Blincoe 
has often suffered these indignities. What 
has a tendency to display human nature 
in its worst state, is, that most of the 
overlookers, who acted thus cruelly, had 
arrived in the mill as parish apprentices, 
and, as such, had undergone all these 
offensive inflictions! 

There was, however, one diversion 
which, in all my inquiries as to cotton- 
mill amusements, I never found paral- 
leled : of this, Robert Woodward, if I 
mistake not, has a claim to the honour 
of being the original i?iventor. It was 
thus executed—A tin can or cylinder, 
about three feet high, to receive the rov- 
ings, and about nine or ten inches in 
diameter, was placed in the midst of the 
alley or wheel-house, as the space is 
called, over which the frames travel at 
every draw, and pretty close to the race. 
Upon this can or hollow cylinder Blincoe 
had to mount, and there to stand upon 
one foot, holding a long brush extended 
in the opposite hand, until the frame 
came out, about three times in two 
minutes, invariably knocking the can 
from under him, when both fell upon 
the floor! The villain used to place the 
can so near the race that there was con- 
siderable danger of Blincoe falling on it; 
had he done so, it would probably have 
lamed him for life, if it had not killed 
him on the spot: the victim had, with 
the utmost celerity, to throw himself flat 
upon the floor, that the frame might pass 
over him! During this short interval, 
the amateurs (Robert Woodward, Char- 
nock, Merrick, &c.) used to set the can 
upright again; and it required no small 
share of ingenuity in them to keep time. 
The frame being returned, poor Blincoe 
had to leap on his feet, and again to 
mount nimbly on the hollow column of 
tin, again to extend his arm, holding the 
long hair brush, and again sustain a fall, 
amidst the shouts and yells of these fiends! 
Thus would the villains continue to per- 
secute and torment him, till they were 
tired,   notwithstanding  the  sjiort  might 
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have been his death. He ran the risk 
of a broken bone, or the dislocation of a 
limb, every time he was thus thrown 
down ; and the hours the monsters thus 
wasted, they afterwards made up by ad- 
ditional labour wrung from their wretched 
victims! 

Another of their diversions consisted in 
tying Blincoe's hands behind him, and one 
of his legs up to his hands: he had then 
only one leg left free to hop upon, and no 
use left of his hands to guard him, if he 
chanced to fall; and if Blincoe did not 
move with activity, the overlooker would 
strike a blow with his clenched fist, or cut 
his head open by flinging rollers: if he 
fell, he was liable to have his leg or arm 
broken or dislocated. Every one con- 
versant with cotton-spinning machinery 
knows the danger of such diversions; and 
of their cruelty, every one can judge. 

There seemed to exist a spirit of emu- 
lation—an infernal spirit, it might with 
justice be designated—among the over- 
lookers of Litton Mill, to invent and 
inflict the most novel and most singular 
punishments. For the sake of being the 
better able and the more effectually to 
torment their victims, the overlookers 
allowed their thumb and fore-finger nails 
to grow to an extreme length, in order 
that, when they pinched their ears, they 
might make their nails meet—marks to 
be seen ! 

Needham himself, the owner of the 
mill, stands arraigned of having had the 
cruelty to act thus, very frequently, till 
their blood has run down their necks; 
and so common was the sport it was 
scarcely noticed. As it regarded Blincoe, 
one set of wounds had seldom time to heal 
before another set was inflicted; and the 
general remedy that Blincoe applied was 
the oil used for the machinery. The 
despicable wretches who thus revelled in 
acts of lawless oppression wonld often, to 
indulge the whim of a moment, fling a 
roller at a boy's head, and inflict deep 
wounds; and this, frequently, without 
even a shadow of a fault to allege, or 
even a plausible reason to assign in jusii- 
jication! At another time, if the appren- 
tices stood fair for the infliction of a stripe, 
with a twig or the whip, the overlookers 
would apply it, with the utmost vigour, 
and then, bursting into laughter, call it 
a good hit!    Bhncoe declared he 
hag, times innumerable, been thus assailed, 

and has had his head cut severely, wiilm 
daring to complain of the cause. Wrt 
ward and others of the overlookers in| 
to beat him with pieces of the tlii 
leather straps made supple by oil, haii^ 
an iron buckle at the end, which drsi 
blood almost every time it was applied t 
caused severe contusions. 

Among Blincoe's comrades in afflidiu 
was an orphan boy, who came fromj. 
Pancras workhouse, whose proper iim 
was James Nottingham ; but better knot 
as " Blacltey," a nickname given liim t 
account of his black hair, eyes, and com- 
plexion. According to Blincoe's testiraoni, 
this poor boy suffered even greater craelSt 
than fell his own share! By an inmi» 
rable number of blows, chiefly inflicted oi 
his head! by wounds and contusions, 
head swelled enormously, and he beciK 
an idiot! To use Blincoe's significai! 
expression, "his head was as soft mt 
boiled turnip !" the scalp on the am 
pitting every%vhere on the least compe- 
sion. This poor boy, being reduced to lls 
most pitiable condition by unrestrainei 
cruelty, was exposed to inniimevable o* 
rages, and often plundered of his foot 
and was at last incapable of work. Jfc 
lancholy and weeping, he used to cretj 
into holes and corners, to avoid his tor 
mentors. From mere debility, he it 
inflicted by incontinency of stools ail 
urine! To punish this infirmity, con- 
formably, as Blincoe declared, with lli 
will of Ellice Needham, the master, li 
allowance of broth, butter-milk, porrii 
&c., was withheld! During the suniue 
time, he was mercilessly scourged! ait 
in winter he was stripped quite 
and slung, with a rope tied round ^ 
shoulders, into the dam, and 
and fro till he was nearly 
They would then draw him out, 
him on a stone, under a pump, and pii»| 
upon his head, in a copious stream, wt 
some stout fellow was employed to 
the poor wretch with pails of water, 
with all possible fury into his face, "f 
cording to the account I received, i* 
alone Blincoe, but several other of '• 
Litton Mill apprentices, when these hori« 
inflictions had reduced the poor boy H' 
state of idiotism, his wrongs and sufferfflS^ 
his dismal condition, far from e.wil»! 
sympathy, only increased the niirtli • 
these vulgar tyrants! His wasted ai* 
debilitated  frame  was   seldom, if ''*• 
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free from wounds and contusions ; and his 
kead, covered with running sores and 
swarming with lice, exhibited a loathsome 
object! In consequence of this miserable 
slate of filth and disease, poor Nottingham 
has many times had to endure the excru- 
tiatiiig torture of the pitch and scalping- 
cap already noticed! 

Having learnt, in 1822, that this forlorn 
child of misery was then at work in a 
cotton-factory near Oldfield Lane, I went 
in search of and found him. At first, he 
seemed much embarrassed; and when I 
made inquiries as to his treatment at 
Litton Mill, to my surprise, he told me, 
"lie knew nothing whatever about it." I 
lien related what Blincoe and othei's had 
named to me, of the horrid tortures he 
endured. "I dare say," said he, mildly, 
"lie told you truth, but I have no distinct 
recollection of anything that happened to 
me during the greater part of the time 
1 was there! I believe," said he, "my 
sBiTerings were most dreadful, and I nearly 
lost my senses." From his appearance, 
1 guessed he had not been so severely 
ntked as others of the poor crippled 
clWren whom I had seen: as well as 
1 can recollect, his knees were not de- 
formed, or, if at all, but very little ! He 
ii much below the middle size, as to 
slitiirc; his countenance is round; and 
Ife small and regular features bore the 
character of former sufferings and present 
tanquillity of mind. In the course of 
uy inquiries respecting this young man, I 
»is much gratified, by hearing the excel- 
«iit character given him in the vicinity of 
m lodging. Several persons spoke of 
"in as being serious and well inclined, 
"J his life and conduct as being irre- 

*e frequently, said my informants, had 
"' lest dinner on a Sunday, and it was 
jmerally broth, meat, and turnips, with a 
Me oat-cake; the meat was of as coarse 
> sort as could be bought. This being 
Wcxtra dinner, we did not wish to part 
'n it too soon ; therefore it was a gene- 
'«practice among the apprentices to save 
'•c of it till Monday, leaving it in the 
* of the governor of the apprentice- 
'"'"i;, each one to know his own: the 
practice was to cut some mark in the oat- 
'«, and lay it on the wooden trencher. 
! nappened one Sunday we had our 
teller of bacon broth and turnips, with 
' l"lle oat-cake:   this Sunday, Thomas 

Linsey, a fellow apprentice, thought he 
should like a snack early in the morning; 
he therefore took a slice of bacon between 
two pieces of oat-cake to bed with him, 
and put it under his head—I cannot say, 
under his pillow, because we never were 
allowed any. The next morning, about 
three or four o'clock, (as it was a usual 
practice in the summer time, when short 
of water, for a part of the hands to begin 
their work sooner, by which contrivance 
we were able to work out our full time, 
or nearly so,) Linsey was found dead in 
bed; and as soon as some of the appren- 
tices knew of his death, as they slept 
about fifty in a room, there was a great 
scuffle who should have the bacon and 
oat-cake from under his head: some be- 
gan to search his pockets for the tin he 
used to eat his victuals with; some had 
pieces of broken pots, as no spoons were 
allowed! It was reported that this Sun- 
day's pig had died in the Lees, a place 
so called at the back of the apprentice- 
house. There was no coroner's inquest 
held over Linsey to know the cause of 
his death. I shall leave the reader to 
judge for himself this distressing sight, 
at so early an hour in the morning. This 
occurred at Litton Mill. 

It might be supposed that these horrid 
inflictions had been practised in Litton 
Mill unknown to the master and proprie- 
tor; but the testimony, not of Blineoe 
alone, but of many of his former asso- 
ciates, given without his knowledge, is 
decisive on this point: the latter, like 
Blincoe, described Ellice Needham, the 
master, as equalling the very worst of 
his servants in cruelty of heart! So far 
from taking any care to stop their career, 
he used to animate them by his own 
example to inflict punishment in any and 
every way they pleased. Mr. miice 
Needham stands accused of having been 
in the habit of knocking down the appren- 
tices with his clenched fists, and kicking 
them when down; beating them to excess 
with sticks, or flogging them with horse- 
whips; seizing them by the ears, lifting 
them from the ground and forcibly dash- 
ing them down on the floor, or pinching 
them till his nails met! Bhncoe declares 
his oppressors used to seize him by the 
hair of his head, and tear it off' by a 
handful at a time, till the crown of his 
head had become as bald as the back of 
his hand!    John Needham, following the 

I 
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example of his father, and possessing un- 
limited power over the apprentices, lies 
under the imputation of crimes of the 
blackest hue, exercised upon the wretched 
creatures from whose laborious toil the 
means of supporting the pomp and luxury 
in which he lived were drawn. To the 
boys, he was a tyi-ant and oppressor! To 
the girls, the same, with the additional 
odium of treating them with an indecency 
as disgusting as his cruelty was terrific: 
these unhappy creatures were at once the 
victims of his ferocity and lust! 

For some trivial offence, Robert Wood- 
ward once kicked and beat Robert Blincoe 
till his body was covered with wheals and 
bruises. Being tired, or desirous of afford- 
ing his young master the luxury of amus- 
ing himself on the same subject, he took 
Blincoe to the counting-house and accused 
him of wilfully spoiling his work! With- 
out waiting to hear what Blincoe might 
have to urge in his defence, young Need- 
ham eagerly looked about for a stick: not 
finding one at hand, he sent Woodward 
to an adjacent coppice, called the Twitch- 

' ell, to cut a supply, and laughingly bade 
Blincoe strip naked, and prepare for a 
good flanking! Blincoe obeyed; but, to 
his agreeable surprise, young Needham 
abstained from giving him the promised 
flanking! The fact was, the poor boy's 
body was so dreadfully discoloured and 
inflamed by contusions, its appearance 
terrified the young despot; and he merci- 
fully spared him, thinking that mortifica- 
tion and death might ensue if he laid on 
another " flanking." Hence his unex- 
pected order to Blincoe to put on his 
things! There was not, at the time, a 
free spot on which to inflict a blow! His 
ears were swollen and excoriated; his 
head was in the most deplorable state 
imaginable; many of the bruises on his 
body had suppurated; and so excessive 
was his soreness, he was forced to sleep 
on his face, if sleep he could obtain in so 
wretched a condition! 

Once a-week, and generally after six- 
teen hours of incessant toil, the eldest 
girls had to comb the boys' heads; an 
operation that, being alike painful to the 
sufferer and disgusting to the girls, was 
reluctantly endured and inefficiently per- 
formed : hence arose the frequency of 
scald heads and the terrible scalping 
remedy ! Upon an average, the children 
were kept to work during a great part, if 

not all, the time Blincoe was at Lilloi 
Mill, sixteen hours in the day : the resi 
of this excessive toil, superadded to li. 
ger and torture, was the death of man 
of the apprentices, and the entailmenti 
incurable lameness and disease on num. 
rous others. 

The store pigs and the apprentices 
to fare pretty much alike ; but when 4i 
swine were hungry, they used to sqnal 
and grunt so loud that they obtained tli 
wash first, to quiet them : the apprentice 
could be intimidated, and made to ke» 
still. The fatting pigs fared most lui» 
riously, compared with the apprentiml 
They were often regaled with ineaHjili 
made into dough, and given in the 
of dumplings! Blincoe and others,tii 
worked in a part of the mill whence tin 
could see the swine served, used to sa; 
to one another—" The pigs are semi; 
it will be our turn next." Blincoe ail 
those who were in a part of the builfiij 
contiguous to the pigsties, used to keeps 
sharp eye upon the fatting pigs and tki; 
meal-balls, and as soon as he saw k 
swineherd withdraw he used to slip down 
stairs, and, stealing slyly towards lli 
trough, plunge his hand in at the loop 
holes, and steal as many dumplings» 
he could grasp ! The food thus obtaimi 
from a pigs' trough, and perhaps detW 
by their filthy chops, was exultingly con- 
veyed to the privy or the duck-hole, d 
there devoured with a much keener apjf- 
tite than it would have been by the pip 
but the pigs, though generally esteeW 
the most stupid of animals, soon hitupii 
an expedient that baffled the hungry bo)i 
for the instant the meal-balls were pil 
into their troughs they voraciously seiri 
them, and threw them into the dirt, * 
of the reach of the boys! Nor this alom: 
made wise by repeated losses they liep" 
sharp look out, and the moment tbj 
ascertained the approach of the l* 
famished apprentices, they set apsota' 
a chorus of snorts and grunts, that it W 
heard in the kitchen, when out riisls 
the swineherd, armed with a whip; '"' 
which combined means of protection I" 
the swine, this accidental source otoli' 
taining a good dinner was soon !»• 
Such was the contest carried on »' 
time, at Litton Mill, between the U 
famished apprentices, and the well-'' 
swine. 
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rational to rob the pigs, when they were 
Wined to bleed  to supply them with 
tood as soon as they grew sufficiently fat! 
«01i!you're mistaken," said he; "these 
nig! were fatted for master's own table, or 
sold at Buxton !    We were fed upon the 
tery worst and cheapest of Irish-fed bacon.'' 
Tliere was,  it  seems,   a small  dairy at 
Litton Mill; but the butter was all sent 
lo liis liouse: the butter-milk alone was 
fcpcnsed, and but very scantily, to the 
apprentices.    About a table-spoonful of 
neal was distributed once a-week to the 
apprentices,  with which to wash them- 
lelves, instead of soap ; but in nine cases 
out of ten it was greedily devoured, and a 
piece of clay or sand, or some such thing, 
»as substituted: such was the dreadful 
state of hunger in which these poor chil- 
ilten were kept in this mill. 

To attempt a specific statement,  how 
often Blincoe has been kept to work from 
live in the morning till midnight, during 
liis period of servitude, would be hazard- 
ous!   According to his own testimony, 
supported by that of many others, it was, 
at times, of common occurrence,  more 
(specially on  the  Saturday!     In  most 
aiilk, the adult spinners left off on that 
% at four in tlie afternoon ; whilst in 
llese, where parish apprentices were em- 
ployed, it was often continued, not only 
till midnight, but till six o'clock on the 
Vaij morning ! 

Exertion so incessant could not fail to 
'Ace the majority of apprentices to a 
* of exhaustion and lassitude, so great 
Bnearly to disqualify them to benefit by 
*li instructions as an illiterate clown 
wU afford, who officiated on Sunday 
»schoolmaster, or by divine worship 
•ken they were allowed to attend. No- 
'•S could be more cheerless than the 
J'ptct of these juvenile sufferers, these 
Hplcss outcasts; nor more piteous than 
• ivailings and lamentations of that 
P'ltion, chiefly of the most tender years, 
*m long familiarity with vice and 
"*)' had not rendered wholly callous, 

'blacksmith or mechanic, named Wil- 
'*Palfrey, who resided at Litton, worked 
'"room under that where Blincoe was 
'"ployed: he used to be much disturbed 
yne shrieks and cries of the boys, 
*m the manager and overlookers were 
*« continually punishing. According 
I •»n's declaration, and that of others, 
*an blood has often run from an upper 

to a lower floor, shed by these merciless 
taskmasters. Unable to bear the shrieks 
of the children. Palfrey used to knock 
against the floor so violently as to force 
the boards up, and call out—"" For shame! 
for shame! are you murdering the chil- 
dren ?" He spoke to Mr. Needham, and 
said he would not stay in the mill if such 
doings were allowed. By this sort of 
conduct, the humane blacksmith was a 
check on the cruelty of the brutal over- 
lookers as long as he continued in his 
shop; but he went home at seven o'clock, 
and as soon as Woodward, Merrick, and 
Charnock knew that Palfrey was gone, 
they used to pay off the day's score, and 
beat and knock the apprentices about 
without moderation or provocation, giving 
them black eyes, broken heads, &c.; 
saying—" I '11 let you know old Palfrey 
is not here now!" To protract the evil 
hour, the boys, when they used to go 
down stairs for rovings, would come back 
and say—" Palfrey and the joiner are 
going to work all night;" and sometimes 
by this manoeuvre they have escaped 
punishment. 

(To be continued.) 

WILLIAM DUCE, JAMES BUTLER, AND 
OTHERS. 

THE gradations of vice are repeatedly 
shown in depicting the characters of cri- 
minals. The boy, when abandoned to 
profligacy, commences his career of theft 
by picking pockets, and a single handker- 
chief is then the extent of his hopes: 
hardening with his age, he advances a 
step in villany and becomes a footpad; 
and if success should for a while attend 
his enormities he proceeds to steal a horse, 
and, throwing away the footpad's bludgeon 
or knife, he appears mounted on the 
highway, armed with a brace of pistols. 
Arrived now at the highestrank of thievery, 
he despises the lower posts, and stiles 
himself a gentleman highwayman : to do 
honour to his station, he scorns to use 
that violence which he often exercised as 
a footpad. 

William Duce was a native of Wolver- 
hampton, and by trade a buckle-maker, 
which business he followed some time in 
London; but being imprisoned in Newgate 
for debt, he there made connexions which 
greatly tended to the corruption of his 
manners. Ho was no sooner at large 
than  he   commenced   footpad,   and,   in 
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company with another man, robbed a 
gentleman in Chelsea Fields of 4 guineas. 
After this he connected himself with John 
Dyer and James Butler, in concert with 
whom he committed a variety of robberies. 
Their plan was to go out together; but 
one only attacked the party intended to be 
robbed, giving a signal for his accomplices 
to come up in case of resistance. 

After committing a variety of robberies 
in the neighbourhood of London, they 
joined in a scheme, with four other vil- 
lains, to rob Lady Chudleigh, between 
Hyde Park Corner and Kensington; but 
her ladyship's footman shot one of the 
gang, named Rice, which prevented the 
intended depredation. 

Their robberies had now been so nume- 
rous, that the neighbourhood of London 
became unsafe for them ; in consequence 
of which they went on the Portsmouth 
road, where they committed a variety of 
robberies, and even proceeded to the per- 
petration of murder, with a view to prevent 
detection. Meeting Mr. Bunch, a farmer, 
near a wood on the road side, they robbed 
him of his money, and then dragging him 
into the wood they stripped him. Darker, 
Wade, and Meads, three of the gang, were 
hanged at Winchester; but Butler was 
sent to take his trial at the Old Bailej', 
for robberies committed in the county of 
Middlesex. 

James Butler was the son of reputable 
parents, of the parish of St. Anne, Soho, 
and was apprenticed to a silversmith; but 
being of an ungovernable disposition, his 
parents were obliged to send him to sea. 
After making several voyages, as an ap- 
prentice to the captain, he ran from the 
ship at Boston, in New England, and 
went to New York, where he entered on 
board another ship, from which he likewise 
ran away, and embarked in a third vessel, 
bound to Martinique. This he also quitted, 
on a dispute with the captain, and then 
sailed to Jamaica, where he was impressed 
into the royal navy, and served under the 
celebrated Admiral Vernon. On his 
return to England, he married a girl of 
Wapping; and having soon spent the 
little money he brought home with him, 
he engaged with the gang above men- 
tioned, with whom he was likewise con- 
cerned in several other robberies. 

They appear to have been very despe- 
rate villains. On the road to Gravesend, 
they stopped  four gentlemen,  who,  on 

refusing  to be robbed, met the reiaii. 
ment of Meads, one of those hangeJi 
Winchester,   by  his   shooting  a senai 
who attended them so that he died in; 
few days.    Disappointed of their W 
in this  attempt,   their passions were 
irritated, that, meeting a gentleman 
horseback, they fired, and wounded li 
in the head and breast, and the next 
he expired. 

They committed numerous other rot 
beries attended with circumstances il 
cruelty; but we shall proceed fortliwiil 
to mention those for which they suifeiii 
Butler having been acquitted at the 
Bailey of the crime for which he m 
transmitted from Winchester, he, DK 
and Dyer immediately renewed tkeit 
depredations on the road. Meeting Mi 
Holmes, near Buckingham House, lb 
robbed him of his money, hat, and hd- 
kerchief, which laid the foundation of om 
of the indictments against them. 

On the following evening they stoppei 
a hackney-coachman near Hampsteii, 
and robbed him of 9s. Jonathan WiU, 
being informed of these robberies, eauat 
the offenders to be apprehended, at 
house kept by Duce's sister. 

Dyer being admitted an evidence,D«i 
and Butler were brought to trial, wk 
the latter pleaded guilty to both the it 
dictments preferred against him; and tli 
former, after spending some time in deif 
ing the robbeiies, and arraigning the toi 
duct of Jonathan Wild, was found giiill)" 
and both of them received sentence e 
death. 

Duce was urged by the ordinary!; 
discover the names of some of hisot 
accomplices; but this he refused to is 
because they had left their practices, ail 
lived honest lives. 

A few moments before they »* 
launched into eternity, Butler dcclan* 
that the circumstances of cruelty »* 
which their crimes had been attend'' 
gave him more pain than the Aom 
of death; and Duce acknowledged* 
enormity of his offences, and beggrf !• 
forgiveness of all whom he had inj""' 
They finished their career at Tyburn« 
the 14th of August, 1723. 
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LHLINCOE AT WORK VVTIH  IIAND-VICUS TO  HIS  NOSK  AND EARS.J 

CHAPTER  VII. 

Iiliappened one day, at Litton Mill,when 
mcoe was about twelve years old, Laving 
S»ne to the counting-house with a cop, 
ntli being the custom at every dofflng, 
•ile Blincoe was there, another appren- 
'«, named Isaac Moss, arrived on the 
'me errand. Upon the floor stood the 
"«lreacle-can, with about fourteen pounds 
•treacle; the sight of which arrested 
• attention of Blincoe, who said softly, 

Moss, there is the treacle-can come from 
itewell! •' " Eh," Moss exclaimed," so 

'•S' Blincoe said, " I have no spoon." 
•s rejoined, " I have two." Putting 

IS hand to his bosom, and pulling out 
' "owl of an iron spoon, and another 

whicli he kept for another person, down 
they sat on the floor, opposite to each 
other, with the can between them, and 
began operations, lading away as fast as 
they could! Blincoe had a large-sized 
mouth, in good condition; but the rui- 
fianly manager, William Woodward, bro- 
ther to Robert Woodward, liaving struck 
Moss a severe blow on the mouth with 
a large stick, it had swollen so mucli that 
the poor lad had the mortification of 
hardly being able to use it; and Blincoe 
could stow away at least three spoonsful 
to Moss's one! While the conscious pair 
were thus employed, the enemy, unheard 
and unperceived, stole upon them. It 
was a dark night; but there was a fire 

2N 
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in the counting-house, hy the light of 
which, over some glass above the top of 
the door, that grim spectre, the terror 
and curse of these poor boys, Woodward, 
saw their diversion! He stood viewing 
them for some time, when, suddenly rush- 
ing upon them, he seized upon them as 
a cat pounces upon cheese-eating mice I 
Blincoe, being most active with his feet 
as well as with his spoon, after receiving 
a few kicks and cuffs, ran off to the 
factory, leaving Moss in the power and 
at the mercy of William Woodward. 

At ten o'clock the factory bell rang, 
and Blincoe went off to the apprentice- 
house, trembling with apprehension, and 
looking wildly round amongst the appren- 
tices, in the hope of seeing his comrade 
Moss; but Moss was not to be seen! 
Presently an order arrived from Wood- 
ward for the master of the apprentices to 
bring down Blincoe! Richard Milner, 
the then governor of the apprentices, a 
corpulent old man, said, " Parson, what 
hast thou been doing?" "Nothing," said 
Parson; his tremulous voice and shak- 
ing limbs contradicting his laconic reply ; 
and away they trudged. When they got 
to the counting-house, they found Moss 
stuck erect in a corner, looking very 
poorly, his mouth and cheeks all over 
treacle. William Woodward, in a gruff 
voice, said, " So you have been helping 
to eat this treacle?" " I have only eat 
a little, sir." Upon this he hit Blincoe 
one of his flat-handed slaps, fetching fire 
from his eyes, and presently another, 
another, and another, till Blincoe began 
to vociferate for mercy, promising never 
to eat forbidden treacle any more! Wood- 
ward was full six feet high, with long 
arms, huge raw bones and immense-sized 
hands; and when he had tired himself 
with beating Blincoe, he exclaimed— 
" D—n your bloods, you rascals, if you 
don't lap up the whole can of treacle I '11 
murder you on the spot." This denuncia- 
tion was music to Blincoe's ears, who had 
never before received such an invitation. 
To accommodate the young gentlemen,the 
governor sent to his own kitchen for two 
long spoons, and then, with renewed exe- 
crations, Woodward bade them set to. 
Moss then crept softly and silently out 
of his corner, having been cruelly beaten 
in Blincoe's absence! Looking ruefully 
at each other, down the culprits knelt a 
second  time,  one  on  each side  of the 

treacle-can! Blincoe had still tlie besi 
of the sport; for poor Moss's raoiift 
remained deprived of half its external 
dimensions; and from its being so ex- 
cessively sore he could hardly get in j 
tea-spoon, whereas Blincoe could shovtl 
in large table - spoonsful! Moss kept 
fumbling at his lame mouth, and look- 
ing rather spitefully at Blincoe, as if k 
thought he would eat all the tveacle. 
Meanwhile Milner and Woodward sat 
laughing and chatting by the fireside, 
often looking at the treacle-eaters, anJ 
anxiously waiting an outcry for quarters! 
Blincoe eat in a masterly style; but poor 
Moss could not acquit himself half so well, 
the treacle trickling down his chin, oi 
both sides of his mouth; seeing wHcli, 
Woodward suddenly roared out, " D-n 
you, you villain, if you don't openjoar 
mouth wider I '11 open it for you." Pooi 
Moss trembled, but made no reply; ani 
Blincoe being willing to make hay wliile 
the sun shone, instead of falling off, 
seemed, at every mouthful, to acquire 
fresh vigour! This surprised and mor- 
tified Woodward not a little, who, sceir; 
no signs of sickness, hearing no cry far 
quarter, and being apprehensive of an 
application for another can, got up to 
reconnoitre, and, to his amazement, foiiiii 
that the little Parson, who was not a vast 
deal higher than the can, had akoit 
reached the bottom, and displayed m 
visible loss or diminution of appetite! 

Inexpressibly vexed at being thus out- 
witted before the governor, he roared ot: 
in a tremendous voice to Milner, " Wliji 
d—n their bloods, they '11 eat the whole!- 
Halt, you d—ned rascals, or I'll klllyoi 
on the spot!" In a moment Blincoi 
ceased his play, and licked his lips anj 
spoon to show how keen his stomackstJ 
was! Milner and Woodward then toil 
stock, and found that out of fourteen 
pounds not three remained. Miliw 
laughed immoderately at Woodward, H 
think what a luscious mode of punishij*] 
he had found out for treacle-stealec. 
Woodward, being extremely exasperate 
ordered Samuel Brickleton, an overlook 
to fasten Moss and Blincoe together «i» 
handcuffs, of which, as well as of/«'» 
there  were  plenty at  Litton Mill, a»« 
then forced them to carry the can toll* 

apprentice-house between them. >*1'^ 
they arrived at the door, his hand m 
small, Blincoe contrived to witlidtW 

firthii 
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hm the handculf,  and ran nimbly off 
into the room amongst the apprentices, 
leaving the treacle-can in Moss's hand. 
Brickleton, unconscious of Blincoe's es- 
cape, arrived in the kitchen, where the 
tovernor and his family resided, looked 
tonnd, and, seeing only one prisoner, cried 
mt," Eh! where's Parson gone ? "    Moss 
aid, he believed he was gone into the 
jpprentice-house.    Brickleton  examined 
ike handcuffs,  and,   finding they  were 
locked, was much puzzled to think how 
lie Parson had contrived to get his hand 
lut. The kind and careful Mrs. Milner, 
bowing there was money due to Blincoe, 
for working his  dinner-hour,   (namely, 
a farthing a-day,)  proposed  to have it 
stopped, to pay  for the   treacle  which 
Woodward had compelled him to eat, on 
pain of putting him instantly to death. 
Sucli was the law and equity which pre- 
vailed at Litton  Mill!    That night,  in 
tonsccjucnce of his   sumptuous  supper, 
Blincoe was forbidden to enter his bed; 
and he lay all night, in the depth of win- 
ter, on the hard cold floor. 

This part of the  subject requires an 
aplanation, as to the equivalent given 
lijtlie owner to the apprentices, in lieu 
of their dinner-hour.   This hour consisted, 
ingeneral, of forty minutes, and not always 
so many!   The master, to induce the ap- 
prentices to work all day long, promised 
fatk three-pence per week, if they worked 
lie whole of the dinner-hour; and they 
U to eat it, bite and sup, at their work, 
"itiioiit spoon, knife, or fork, and with 
Heir dirty, oily fingers!    They were thus 
'fpt on their feet, from five o'clock in the 
•lorning, till nine, ten, and even eleven 
"dock at night; and on Saturdays some- 
toes till twelve, because Sunday was a 
^'H of rest!   Frequently, though almost 
lamishing, the apprentices could not find 
lime to eat their food at all; but carried 
11 back with them at night, covered with 
•lie and filth.   This Hberality did not last 
•": the halfpenny was reduced to a 
Wiing, and this farthing was withheld 
'•" it amounted to several shillings, and 
tai, when the master pleased, he would 
p'fi a shilling or two, and none dare ask 
* more.   Those whom the overlookers 
pleased to order so to do, had to work 
«ir dinner-hour for nothing, and their 
'"irades used to fetch their dinners,who, 
W nnfrequently,  pilfered a part.   The 
"""ley thus earned, the poor apprentices 

used to reserve, to buy wheaten cakes and 
red herrings, to them luxHries of the most 
delicious kind. Such was the miserable 
manner in which they were fed, that when 
one of them gave pence to Palfrey, (the 
smith,) to bring the tempting cake of 
wheaten flour and the herring in the 
morning, he used to say to his comrades, 
" Old Palfrey is to bring me a cake and 
herring in the morning: oh ! how greedily 
shall I devour them." They commonly 
dreamed of these anticipated feasts, and 
talked of their expected luxuries in their 
sleep. When Palfrey ^arrived, they would, 
if they dared, have met him on the stairs, 
or have followed him to the smithy; but, 
in an anxious whisper, inquiry was made— 
" Have you brought my cake and her- 
ring?" " Ay, lad," said Palfrey, holding 
out the expected provisions. Eagerly the 
cake and herring were seized; and the 
first full bite generally took off head or 
tail, as it came to hand, while the cake 
was thrust inside the bosom; for the 
apprentices worked with the shirt-collar 
open and generally without any jacket. 
The poor souls who, having no pence, 
could have no dainties, would try to snatch 
a piece slyly, if it were possible; and if 
that failed, they would try to beg a 
morsel: if the possessor gave a taste, he 
held the herring so tight, that only a very 
small portion could be bit off, without 
biting off the ends of the owner's fingers; 
and their whole feast was quickly finished, 
without greatly diminishing their appetite. 
It happened, by some extraordinary stroke 
of good fortune, Blincoe became possessed 
of a shilling, and he determined to have 
what he termed a proper blow out: he, 
therefore, requested Palfrey to bring liim 
six penny wheaten cakes, and half a 
pound of butter. Blincoe was then a 
stretcher, and had, as such, a better op- 
portunity to receive and eat his dainties 
unobserved. The cakes he pulled out 
one by one from his bosom, and placing 
them upon the frame he spread the butter 
on them with a piece of flat iron; then 
giving his two comrades a small part 
each, lie set to and devoured all the rest; 
but the unusual quantity and quality 
nearly made him ill. Blincoe had no 
appetite for his dinner or supper, and 
he therefore let another comrade eat it, 
who engaged to give Blincoe his when 
he happened to lose his appetite. Such 
were   the   prospective   and   contingent 
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negotiations carried on by these wretched 
children, relative to their miserable food. 

If Blincoe happened to see any fresh 
cabbage leaves, or any potato or turnip 
parings, tlirown out upon the dunghill, 
he has run down with a can-full of sweep- 
ings as an excuse, and, as he threw that 
dirt on the dunghill, he would eagerly 
pick the other up, and carry it in his shirt 
or in his can into the mill, wipe the filth 
pfF as well as he could, and greedily eat 
it up. At other times, when they had 
rice puddings boiled in bags for dinner, 
the rice being very bad and full of large 
maggots, Blincoe, not being able to endure 
such food, used to go into one of the woods 
near the factory and get what the boys 
called bread and cheese, (that is, hips and 
hipleaves,) clover, or other vegetable, and, 
filling his bosom, run back to the mill, and 
eat his trash, instead of the foul rice, with 
which neither butter-milk, milk, treacle, 
nor even a morsel of salt was allowed. 

Amongst the most singular punish- 
ments inflicted vipon Blincoe, was that of 
screwing small hand-vices, of a pound 
weight, more or less, to his nose and ears, 
one to each part; and these have been 
kept on, as he worked, for hours together. 
This was principally done by Robert 
Woodward, Merrick, and Charnock. Of 
these petty despots, Merrick was the most 
unpardonable, as he had been a parish 
apprentice himself. This Merrick was a 
stretcher, and Blincoe, when about eleven 
or twelve years of age, used to stretch for 
him, while he, Merrick, ate his dinner. 
Out of kindness, or because he could not 
eat it himself, Merrick used occasionally 
to leave a small part of his allowance, and 
tell Blincoe to go and eat it. On Mon- 
days, it was the custom to give the boys 
bread and treacle, and turnip broth made 
the day before, which generally stunk to 
such a degree that most of the poor crea- 
tures could only pick out the oat bread, 
the broth being loathsome. Whenever 
Merrick left a bit of bread and treacle in 
the window, Blincoe used to run eagerly 
at the prize and devour it voraciously. 
One Monday, this overlooker, ;who was a 
most inhuman taskmaster, sent Blincoe 
down to the card-room for a basket of 
rovings, a burden of considerable weight, 
the descent being four or five stories deep. 
During the lad's absence, Merrick rubbed 
some tar upon a piece of oat-cake, and 
put it in the window, as usual.   When 

Blincoe returned, the brute said, "£jj 
what lies in the window." Blincoe, se^ 
ing, as he supposed, so much treacle on 
the bread, was sm-prised, for Merrick »'as 
in the habit of licking it clean off: toliij 
bitter mortification, he found ^ariiisteadot 
treacle. Unable to endure the nauscom 
mouthful, Blincoe spat it out, while Mer- 
rick, laughing at him, said, " What fc 
devil are you spitting it out for?" Poor 
Blincoe, shaking his head, said, "Yoa 
know, mon ;" leaving the remaindet ot 
the tarred cake in the window; -when his 
comrade. Bill Fletcher, a poor lad since 
dead, who had come from Peak Forest, 
took up the bread, scraped off the tar as 
well as he could, and ate it—apparently 
with a good appetite ! To such dreadful 
straits were the apprentices driven by 
hunger, they have been known (o pid 
turnips otit of the necessary, (whicli 
others, who had stolen them, had thrown 
there for concealment,) and, washing 
them, they have devoured the whole, 
thinking it too extravagant even to waste 
tlie peeling. 

Palfrey, the smith, had the task of 
rivetting irons upon such apprentices as 
the masters directed, and these were 
much like the irons usually put upon 
felons! Even young women, if sus- 
pected of intending to run away, tiaJ 
irons rivetted on ;their ankles, wliick 
reached by long links and rings up to tie 
hips; and in these they were corapelleJ 
to walk to and from the mill, to work, 
and to sleep! Blincoe asserts that he has 
known many girls served in this manner, 
A handsome-looking female, about tlie 
age of twenty years, who came from tie 
neighbourhood of Cromford, whose name 
was Phoebe Rag, being driven to despera- 
tion by ill treatment, took the opportunit)' 
one dinner-time, when she was alone, ano 
when she supposed no one saw her, to 
take off her shoes and throw herself iiit« 
the dam, at the end of the bridge, next 
the apprentice-house. Some one passing 
along, on seeing a pair of shoes, stoppM' 
The poor girl had sunk once, and just ai 
she rose above the water he seized her by 
the hair. Blincoe thinks it was Thomas 
Fox, the governor, Milner's successor, 
who rescued her: she was nearly $o«, 
and it was with some difficulty her 1* 
was saved! When Mr. Needham lie»• 
of this, beinff afraid the example m'ujb " 
contagious, be ordered James Diiraut," 
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journeyman spinner,who had been appren- 
ticed there, to take her away to her rela- 
Ijons at Cromford, and thus she fortunately 
jscaped '• 

When Blincoe's time of servitude was 
near expiring, he and three others (John 
Emery, I'liomas tJuUy, and William Haley) 
liiraied a resolution to go out of the fac- 
tory at a fixed hour, meaning not to work 
Miiiany hours; but, according to Blincoe's 
account, neither he nor his comrades had 
(ver heard, up to that time, of any law 
which regulated the hours of apprentices 
lorking in cotton-mills; nor did they 
bow what an Act of Parliament meant, 
!(profound was the ignorance in which 
llieyhad been reared! Blincoe and his 
mutinous comrades, having left work at 
lie expiration of fourteen hours' labour, 
went off to the apprentice-house; upon 
fliich, the manager, William Woodward, 
lent ofl' an express to the master, (Mr. 
Needhani,) at Highgate Wall, about four 
miles distant. Orders came back to turn 
all four out of the apprentice-house that 
niglit,without giving them any provisions! 
Being thus turned out, Blincoe got a 
lidging with Samuel Brickleton: one or 
Ho of his comrades slept in the woods, 
oting hay-time. Brickleton's hospitality 
did not include provisions; and having 
WHO food since twelve o'clock the day 
Wore, Blincoe was sorely hungry in the 
•rning, but still he had naught to eat! 

Al)out nine o'clock, all four, agreeably 
lo the orders they received the day before, 
ran to the counting-liouse at the mill. 
Mr, Needham was there in a terribly ill 
taniour: as soon as he saw Blincoe enter 
111 took from his body his waistcoat and 
Met, and fell upon him with his thick 
•alting-stick, which he quickly broke by 
" heavy blows laid on Blincoe's head 
»d shoulders, and he kept on swearing 
• while, " I '11 run you out, you damned 
*al-" As soon as he could escape, 
«ncoe ran off to his work; when Haley 
jjjd Emery, who were apprentices, like 
•coe, caught their share of the tyrant's 
y-  At noon, Blincoe went eagerly to 
* apprentice-house, having had no food 
'«twenty-four hours. Having in a few 
*iites devoured his portion, he ran off 
'"oilspeed, without hat, jacket, or waist- 
*, his head and body greatly bruised, 
Wards the residence of a magistrate, 
*ed Thornelly, who resided at Stanton 

""i a place  about  six miles  beyond 

Bakewell, and eleven from Litton Mill! 
There resided, at this time, at Ashford, 
about four miles from Litton Mill, a man 
named Johnny Wild, a stocking-weaver, 
who had been Blincoe's overlooker when 
first he went to Lowdham Mill. Filled 
with the fond hope of being made at once 
a gentleman, thither poor Blincoe, now 
twenty years of age, directed his course. 
Johnny Wild was sitting at his frame, 
weaving stockings, and was surprised to 
see Blincoe run up to the door like a 
wild creature, terror in his looks and 
reeking with perspiration, without hat, 
coat, or waistcoat. To him, Blincoe told 
the cruel usage he had met with, and the 
wounds and bruises he had just received, 
which were sufficiently visible! Wild and 
his wife seemed touched with compassion 
at the sad plight Blincoe was in, gave 
him a bowl of bread and milk, lent liim 
a hat, and directed him on his way. 
Thus refreshed, the fugitive set off again, 
running as fast as he could, looking often 
behind him. As he passed through Bake- 
well, Blincoe thought it best to slacken 
his pace, lest some mercenary wretch, 
suspecting him to be a Litton Mill ap- 
prentice running away, should, in the 
hope of receiving a reward of a half- 
crown piece, seize him and send him 
back to prison ! As he passed along 
many seemed to eye him intently; but 
no one stopped him. 

About six o'clock in the evening, being 
thoroughly jaded, Blincoe arrived at the 
house of Mr. Thornelly. It happened 
that the magistrate was at dinner; but 
some person in his employ, understand- 
ing that Blincoe came to seek redress for 
alleged violence, went to the supplicant 
in the yard, saying, "Who do you want?" 
"Mr. Thornelly." "What for?" "lam 
an apprentice at Litton Mill: master has 
beat me cruelly; do look at my shirt?" 
" Never mind, never mind," said this 
person ; " you cannot see Mr. Thornelly 
to-day; he is at dinner: there will be a 
bench of justices to-morrow, about eleven 
in the morning, at the sign of the Bull's 
Head, facing the church at Heam; you 
must go there." This place lay about five 
miles from Litton Mill, on the Sheffield 
road. Finding there was nothing to be 
done at Stanton Hall, poor Blincoe began 
to measure back his weary steps to Litton 
Mill! He called at Johnny Wild's as he 
returned, who allowed him to rest; but. 
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of food, he could not offer any: having a 
large family, and being but a poor man, 
lie had none to spare! Blincoe gave 
back his hat, and arrived at the appren- 
tice-house between nine and ten, being 
then giving-over time ! William Wood- 
ward, the manager, whose heavy hand 
had inflicted blows and cuffs beyond cal- 
culation on poor Blincoe, was about the 
first by whom he was accosted! In a 
tone about as gentle as that of a baited 
bear, and with an aspect much more 
savage, he said, "Where have you been?" 
" To Mr. Thornelly's." " I '11 Thornelly 
you to-morrow," said he, and turned 
away. 

Not knowing what the next day might 
bring forth, Blincoe applied for his mess 
of water porridge, which, after a journey 
of two-and-twenty miles, tasted highly 
savoury; and then he retired to his bed, 
praying God to end his life or mitigate 
its severity—a prayer that was common 
at Litton Mill! Sore as he was, he slept; 
but it was on his face, his back being too 
much bruised to lie in that position or 
even on his side! In the morning, he 
arose and went to his stretching-frame. 
Between seven and eight o'clock Blincoe 
saw Woodward going to the apprentice- 
house, from the window of the factory. 
Seeing this opportunity, without waiting 
for breakfast, Blincoe again made a start, 
still without hat, waistcoat, or coat, to- 
wards Heara, to state to the magistrates 
the cruel treatment he had received. The 
day was fine: the hay was about; and 
miserable as was poor Blincoe, he could 
not but feel delighted with the sweet air 
and romantic scenery. Having been thus 
expeditious, Blincoe was at Heam an hour 
and a half too soon : to amuse himself he 
went into the churchyard. As soon as 
the magistrates arrived, from whose hands 
he came to supplicate for justice, Blincoe 
went to the Bull's Head. The officiating 
clerk was an attorney named Cheek, who 
resided at Whetstone Hall, a mansion 
situated within half a mile of Tideswell. 
To this person, Blincoe began unbosom- 
ing his grief; and in the earnestness of 
his harangue, fearful that the attorney 
did not catch every syllable, the half- 
naked Blincoe crept nearer and nearer; 
but Mr. Cheek, not relishing the dense 
foul scent of oil, grease, and filth, said, 
" Well, well, I can hear you; you need 
not come so near;  stand back."    Poor 

Blincoe, not a little mortified, obeyed liii 
command, and, by the time Blincoe'j 
piteous tale was ended, the magistrate 
had mostly arrived, to whom Mr. Cheek 
the clerk to the magistrates, read fc 
paper, which Blincoe supposed containei 
his intended deposition : Blincoe was then 
sworn. 

One of the magistrates (Blincoe believd 
it was Mr. Middleton, of Learn Hall) saM, 
" Where is Mr. Needham 1" Elincoi 
replied, " He 's gone to-day (Tuesdaj) 
to Manchester market." This prcventeii 
their sending a man and horse to fetel 
him. One of the magistrates then saij 
to Blincoe, " Go straight to the mill, to 
your work." Oh, sir, he 'U leathernie!" 
meaning, Mr. Needham would beat lim 
again. " Oh, no! he durst na'—he dursl 
na'! " said one of the magistrates in reply. 
Upon this, some one advised that a letter 
should be sent to Mr. Needham, in whose 
much-dreaded presence Blincoe had no 
inclination to appear! Blincoe camiol 
recollect who wrote the letter, but tliinli 
it was Mr. Middleton, who said, " If lie 
leathers you, come to me." This gentle 
man resided at a distance of about eight 
miles from Litton Mill. Having tliis 
powerful talisman in his possession, Blin- 
coe returned direct to the mill, and, ad- 
vancing boldly to Woodward, the manager, 
said, " Here 's a letter for Mr. John Need- 
ham," the son of the old master, who was 
now resident in Tideswell! Blincoe told 
Woodward that he had been at a justice- 
meeting at Heam, and as a justice kaJ 
sent this letter Woodward did not dare to 
lay violent hands upon him. This day 
poor Blincoe had to fast till night, makinj 
a complete round of another twenty-four 
hours of fasting! 

OnWednesday, John Needham retimied 
from Manchester market, and appeared, 
as usual, at Litton Mill. The letter, fr« 
which Blincoe anticipated such beneficial 
results, was handed to the young squirt 
by WiUiam Woodward, the manager. He 
broke the seal, read it through, and or- 
dered Blincoe to be called out of tie 
factory from his work. Obedient to tl( 
summons, and not a little alarmed. It 
appeared before his young master, wn* 
savage looks showed, ere he spoke a word, 
a savage purpose. The first words were, 
"Take off your shirt, you damned rascal 
Blincoe obeyed, his head and back lw"» 
still very sore.    John Need/mm wrf«»") 

L. 
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mm flogging him with a heavy horse-' 
f(k striking him with his utmost force, 
tkrever he could get a blow. It was in 
Ilia Blincoe cried for quarters—in vain 
je promised never again to go to a magis- 
iijte, in any case whatever. John Need- 
imkept on flogging, swearing horribly, 
d threatening furiously, resting between 
[iife, till he had fully satisfied his sense 
((justice! He then unlocked the door, 
jod-saying," You '11 go again, will you ?— 
Ue Blincoe put on his shirt, and go to 
lii work. 

Away went Blincoe, scarcely able to 
itand, and covered with additional bruises 
tom head to foot. Even this horrid flog- 
ting did not deprive Blincoe of his appe- 
lite, nor of his determination to seek 
redress of the magistrates ; and accord- 
iii'ly the next Sunday night, when some 
•ttie time-outs were let out of the prison, 
Blincoe, availing himself of the darkness 
ottle night, watched the opening of the 
yard-door, and, crouching almost on his 
lands and knees, crept out unperceived. 
Slortly after, the order was given to sit 
km to supper. Every apprentice, male 
md female, knew his or her own place; 
i«d in about two minutes two hundred 
Uf-famished creatures were seated. The 
lames were called over, to see that none 
Kre missing, when little  Parson could 
* be found.' Governor Thomas Fox, 
'1 learning this event, ordered the door- 
'aider to be called, who declared most 
'elemently that he had not let Blincoe 
'It, and, farther, that he had not passed 
• door. Upon this, a general search 
•IS made in all the rooms and offices, 
p md low; but nowhere was little 
fawn to be found. 

Meanwhile, as soon as Blincoe got out- 
* the hated walls he set off again up 
m, a very steep hill close to the mill, 
•aie the best of his way to Litton, and 
"nt to the house of Joseph Robinson, 
'joiner, who worked in Litton Mill, 
'jJwbo had known Blincoe at Lowdham 
''11, and was well acquainted with the 
toradcruelties he had suffered: heartily 
[•apissionating Blincoe's miserable state, 
* give him a good supper, and let him 
'*P with his sons. In the morning, 
*nson, who was really a humane man, 
Jj« a friend to the poor children, gave 
"incoesome bread and meat; and, after 
*ict injunction not to own where he 

pt, Blincoe set off, about six o'clock Wsl 

in the morning, to Mr. Middleton's. The 
morning was showery, and Blincoe had 
neither hat, coat, nor waistcoat; and he 
had about eight miles to go in search of 
justice. He arrived at the liouse long 
before the magistrate's hour of appear- 
ance : at last, Mr. Middleton came; and 
Blincoe, approaching—-crawling like a 
spaniel, said, " Sir, I am come again; 
Mr. Needham has been beating me worse 
than ever—as soon as he read your letter 
over." Seeing the truly miserable state 
in which Blincooe stood before him— 
drenched with rain, and half naked—Mr, 
Middleton said, " Go into the kitchen and 
rest yourself. You should not have come 
here first; you should have gone to Mr. 
Cheek, of Whetstone Hall, and he would 
have given you a summons." Upon this 
poor Blincoe said mournfully, " Eh, sir, 
he will do naught for me, he is so thick 
with my master: they are often drinking 
together." " Pshaw, pshaw !" said the 
justice, " he 's like to listen to you—he 
must." But then, as if recollecting him- 
self, he said, " Stop, I '11 write you a letter 
to Mr. Cheek." In the justice's kitchen 
Blincoe got some bread and cheese,whicli 
was indeed a luxury to him. 

Thus refreshed, Blincoe next set off to 
visit Mr. Cheek, who lived a distance of 
about eleven or twelve miles, bareheaded 
and dressed only in trousers and shoes; 
the rain continuing to pour down as it 
were in torrents. When Blincoe reached 
Whetstone Hall, one of the first persons 
he saw was a woman of the name of Sally 
Oldfield, whose husband,Thomas Oldfield, 
(then dead,) had been governor of the 
apprentices of Litton Mill. She was now 
housekeeper to Messrs. Shore and Cheek, 
of Whetstone Hall aforesaid. These gen- 
tlemen were amongst the most intimate 
friends and visitors of Mr. Needham; and 
Sally Oldfield, who recollected Blincoe, 
alias Parson, said, " Eh, Parson! what do 
want here?" " I have a letter from Mr. 
Middleton to Mr. Cheek." "Eh! "said 
little old Sally again, " are you going 
against your master ?" Blincoe told her 
he was, and how cruelly he had been 
treated. Sally could not comprehend the 
right of Blincoe to complain, and said, 
"Eh! thou shouldst not go against thy 
master." Saying this, she took him to 
the kitchen, gave him some bread and 
cheese—and plenty too, and some good 
beer, and then said, " Pardon, thou niiin 
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never go against tliy master. What do 
you have for dinner on Monday ? do you 
have treacle now?" " No, we have dry 
bread and broth." " Ah," said she in 
reply, " Ireack is too dear." Blincoe 
could scarcely refrain from smiling, recol- 
lecting the feast of the treacle-can; but 
he said nothing, and not a soul came 
near him to speak to hira as to the object 
of his visit. There Blincoe sat till night, 
when he began to think the magistrates 
were hoaxing him ; and he thought there 
was no utility in waiting any longer for 
justice or for a possibility of obtaining 
redress—he would never more complain! 
Seven hours sat Blincoe in Lawyer Cheek's 
kitchen; and, not the least notice being 
taken of him or his letter, he made his 
solitary way back to the mill, where he 
arrived just as the mill had loosed. Going 
direct to Woodward, he told him where 
he had been; and, concealing the con- 
viction he felt that it was not possible to 
obtain redress, he assured the tyrant, with 
tears and lamentations, that if he would 
intercede to prevent his being flogged 
again he would never run away more. 
" On these conditions," said Woodward, 
" I will if I can!" and from that day 
Blincoe cannot recollect that he was 
either flogged or beaten ; but still Blincoe 
had no knowledge that there was any Act 
of Parliament for the protection of poor 
orphans like himself. He knew of the 
magistrates coming to the mill; but he 
had no distinct idea that they came to 
redress grievances! So great was the 
terror of the ignorant apprentices, no one 
dared to complain; and Blincoe cannot 
recollect that they ever gave themselves 
any other trouble than merely going over 
the mill! Everything was prepared and 
made ready. The worst of the cripples 
were put out of the way—the magistrates 
saw them not. The magistrates could 
never f?ul out anything wrong, nor hear 
of a single individual who had any com- 
plaint to make! 

When Blincoe was about twelve or 
thirteen years of age, he well remembers 
an apprentice, almost grown up, who lost 
his life in an attempt to escape : he had 
tied several blankets or sheets together, 
to reach the ground from the chamber- 
window, where he slept, which was three 
or four stories high. The line broke, he 
fell to the ground, and he was so much 
hurt by the fall that he died soon after. 

Blinc thinks 
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coe tliinks some surgeon or dod,, 
came to him; but he has not the leasi 
recollection of any coroner's inquest beii. 
held! ^ 

In addition to the punishinents al 
stated, Robert Woodward and other o\a- 
lookers have kicked him down a wlioli 
flight of stairs; at other times, he b 
been seized by the hair of his head mj 
dragged up and down the room, his lair 
being torn off by handsfiil, till he w 
almost bald! All such punishraeiils s 
he suff'ered were inflicted upon olkis 
and, in some cases, even to a wis 
degree than on himself. He even con- 
siders he came off tolerably well con- 
pared with others, many of whom, k 
believes, in his conscience, lost their live, 
and died at the apprentice-house, ftoB 
the effects of hard usage, bad and scani) 
food, and excessive labour. 

(To be continued.) 

WHY TO VALUE LIFE. 

VALUE life, but not so as to love it [i 
mere vulgar pleasures and despicat; 
views of ambition. Prize it only forte 
something more important, more elcvslii 
and divine; because it is the arena ii 
merit; dear to the eye of Omnipotacc 
glorious to him, glorious and necesan 
to ourselves. Love it then, notwithstanl- 
ing its sorrows—or rather for its sorms 
since these lend it a beauty and di^ilt 
worthy of an imperishable mind, hi- 
these which cause to spring up, to uitt 
and to bear, the fruit of generous thoiif'e 
and noble determinations in the breasK 
man. Yet be ever mindful that this lii< 
which you ought to estimate, is given y« 
but for a brief period. Dissipate it i'- 
in too many relaxations or enjoyniei 
Give only to joy and pleasure wbst;- 
necessary, so much as may seem JW 
for your health and the comfort of otlieB 
Pref'er, when you can, to make yoiirp 
sure' chiefly consist in laudable enipl'r 
ment; by' serving your fellow-cit* 
with a spirit of magnanimous bj*' 
hood, and in serving your Godwitb* 
filial love and obedience which aK *' 
to him. 
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[lil.INCOE  AND  THE  OLD SYBIL.] 

CHAPTER VIII. 
WKcoE remained in Litton Mill a year 
'itef he had received his indentures, to 
S" a little money to start with. His 
•ages were only is. 6d. weekly, and this 
* to have been paid monthly; but, 
*nth after month elapsed, and, instead 
'•anhonest settlement, there was nothing 
'"'shuffling! The first money he re- 
«i•d was 185. 6d. ; and being in posses- 
*" of that sum, he thought himself 
"talculably rich ! he scarcely knew what 
"lo with it! it took away his appetite. 

'"' "<5 was a little composed, he devoted 

a few shillings to the purchase of some 
dainties, such as wheaten cakes and her- 
rings ! He then worked and lived like 
others, till his master owed him nearly 
half a year's labour. The pay-day came, 
and then he drew nearly .'JO*.—the rest 
was kept back; so thatBlincoe seeing no 
prospect before him but perpetual slavery 
for a merciless master, made up his mind 
to be off; and on Tideswell May fair, 
which happens on the L5th of May, he 
put his plan in execution. He knew not 
where to go ; but started the next morn- 
ing at hazard ! When he came to ChapelT 

20 
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la-Frith he determmcd to visit a celebrated 
fortune-teller, called Old Becca. She 
lived in a small back-house—a haggard, 
black, horrid-looking creature, very old, 
having a long beard, and dressed like a 
person who lived in ages past! Her name 
was very influential all over Derbyshire. 
So very famous was Old Becca, that people 
came far and near to her, and she was 
reputed to be possessed of land and houses: 
she never took a smaller fee than a shil- 
ling, even from the very poorest of her 
votaries. Her name was well known at 
Litton Mill : if anything was stolen. 
Woodward, the nianager, or Gully, or 
some one of the overlookers, used to go 
to Chapel-la-Frith, to consult Old Becca. 
To this sybil Blincoe repaired, holding a 
shilling between his thumb and finger! 
Perfectly understanding the object of his 
visit, she first took the shilling, and then 
said, " Sit down." He felt really fright- 
ened ; and if she had bade him stand 
upon his head, he declared he should 
have obeyed! He had been told, that 
she had really enchanted or bewitched 
persons, \vho had endeavoured to cheat or 
deceive her, or by whom she had been 
offended, causing them to lose their >vay, 
and sending ill fortune in many shapes. 
Our novice was also told that ladies and 
gentlemen of high estate had come in their 
coaches, all the way from London, to 
learn their destiny; all which circum- 
stances produced on his uncultivated mind 
the sensations described! No sooner 
was Robert Blincoe seated, than the witch 
of Chapel-!a-Frith put a common tea-cup 
in his hand, containing a little tea-grounds. 
"Shake it well," said Becca; and Blincoe 
obeyed. The oracle then drained ofl:' the 
water; and, twirling the cup round and 
round, she affected, with the utmost gra- 
vity, to read his future fortune in the 
figures described in the sediment at the 
bottom. Assuming a wild stare, and 
standing erect over him, her eyes apjia- 
rently ready to leap from their sockets, 
she exclaimed, in a hollow sepulchral 
tone of voice, " You came from the outside 
of London, did you not?' "Yea," said 
the astonished Blincoe, " I did." " You 
came down in a waggon, and have been 
at a place surrounded with high rocks and 
great waters, and you have been used 
woi'se than a stumbling-stone." Blincoe's 
mouth, and eyes, and ears, all seemed to 
open together, at this oracular speech, as 

he said, " Yea, yea; it is true." Then 4 
said, " Your troubles are at an end; n 
shall rise above those who have cast y« 
down so low : you shall see their dowiifaH 
and your head shall be higher than thejc. 
Poor lad ! terrible have been thy snffur- 
ings. Thou shall get up in the worlj! 
you '11 go to another place where there 11 
be a big water; and so go thy way 
peace, and may God prosper thy steps! 

Filled with amazement, mingled wit! 
rising hopes of better fortune, Blititu 
arose and departed, making a very loi 
reverence to Old Becca as he weitt m. 
and impressed with the fullest conviclin 
that she was truly a sorceress; the sin- 
pleton forgetting that his costume, 'tis 
wild and pallid looks, and the scent oik 
garments, tainted as they were with tk 
perfume of a cotton-factory, were niori 
than sufficient to point out to the fortune 
teller the past and present, from wliiei 
she speedily fabricated the future fortcm 
for her simple visitor! Blincoe thougk 
he got but a very short story for liii 
shilling! On the other hand, he ns 
very well contented with its gualitij; sins 
it promised him, and in such positm 
terms, that he should rise above las criiil 
oppressor, and become a great man; iilH 
with these thoughts, he stepped bristlj 
along, not much encumbered with luggajft 
for he carried all his wardrobe on kii 
back. When he arrived at a spot caW 
Orange End, where four ways met, k 
was perplexed which to take, the oiaili 
of Chapel-la-Frith not having appriri 
him of this dilemma, nor which roadH 
take ! Being quite in an oracular mooi, 
very happy tliat he had got so far atij 
from Litton, and fully convinced that, 51 
where he would, and befall him ivkai 
would, he could not blunder upon a wis 
place, nor be oppressed by a more era 
fortune, he tossed up a halfpenny in * 
air, making it spin round its own axis 
and waiting its course as it rolled, jf 
solved to follow in that direction. Ik 
course happening to be pointed toww 
New Mills, Derbyshire, thither he W 
his course, but failed in his applicaW 
for work. Blincoe therefore walked •' 
till he came to Mr. Oldknow's cotW' 
factory, at Mellow, and there he of 
towards the counting-house, in an hnn* 
mood, and said, in a very meek tone» 
voice, " If you please, sir, can you P" 
me work ?"    The manager, Mr. C!s,v» 
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a reiitleinan by no means deficient in 
self-respect, asked sharply,  " Where do 
von come from ?"    " From  Litton Mill, 
sir."    "Where  are   your   indentures?" 
"There they are, sir," said Blincoe, hold- 
ing up the papers.    There were two or 
three gentlemen in  the counting-house, 
md they looked earnestly over the inden- 
tures and then at Blincoe,  one of them 
saving, "Did yon come  from   Pancras 
workhouse?"    "Yes, sir."     "Why, we 
are all come from thence:  we brought 
many children the other day to this mill." 
"Indeed, sir," said Blincoe; pitying, in 
his heart, the poor creatures, and thinking 
it would have been more merciful to have 
tilled tliem outright at once, rather than 
put them to such a place as Litton Mill 
had proved   to   him.     Looking  at  the 
names of  the   subscribing   officers   and 
overseers,   one   of   the   Pancras   parish 
officers said to Mr. Clayton, " Some of 
these officers are dead."    Blincoe again 
exclaimed, " Indeed,  sir! "  recollecting 
the atrocious  lies  and  cruel deceptions 
those men had practised upon him, in his 
infant years,  by telling  him  to believe 
that, ill sending him to a cotton-factory, 
he was to be made at once a gentleman ; 
tolive upon roast beef and plum-pudding; 
to ride his master's horses;  to  have a 
ntch in his pocket and plenty of money, 
md nothing whatever to do !    Poor Blin- 
eoe could not help thinking to himself— 
"Where are the souls of these men gone, 
•ho, knowing the utter falsehood of their 
seductive tales, betrayed me to a destiny 
'armore cruel than transportation ? "  The 
merseers, looking at the distorted limbs 
•f this victim of parochial economy, said, 
"Wily, how came you so lame? you were 
not so when you left London, were you?" 
"no, sir;  I was turned over, with the 
'8t of the unclaimed apprentices, from 
twdham Mill, to Ellice Needham, of 
Won Mill."    " How did they keep you? 
••at did you live upon ?"    " Water por- 
ndge—sometimes once, sometimes twice 
'"lia)'; sometimes potatoes and salt for 
*er; not half enough, and very bad 
lood.' "How many hours did you work?" 

from five, or occasionally six  o'clock, 
"the morning, till nine, half-past ten, 
«d sometimes eleven, and, on Saturday 
•"."Ms, till twelve o'clock."   The person 
"»te these answers down ; but made no 
"mnient, nor ever noticed the material 
'*-that Blincoe bad not been taught 

the trade he should have learnt, and that 
the parish officers of Pancras had utterly 
neglected him and his miserable com- 
rades when the Lowdham Mill factory 
stopped ! The manager then bade a per- 
son show Blincoe wliere he might get 
lodgings, and bade him come to work 
in the morning. Blincoe was too much 
afraid of giving offence, by asking ques- 
tions in the counting-house, to venture to 
inquire as to his parentage; but as soon 
as he had obtained lodgings he strove to 
make out where the officers were to lodge 
that night, at Mellor, to inquire farther; 
but hearing they were just then gone he 
was deprived of the opportunity! This 
occurrence, filling his mind with melan- 
clioly reflections, he shed many tears in 
solitude that night! The next morning 
he went to his work, and found it was 
as hard as at Litton Mill; but of more 
moderate duration—the hours being from 
six in the morning till seven in the even- 
ing. The apprentices, whom he saw at 
work, seemed cheerful and contented, and 
looked healthy and well, compared with 
those at Litton! They were well fed, 
with good milk porridge and wheaten 
bread for breakfast, and all their meals 
were good and sufficient! They were 
kept clean, decently dressed, and every 
Sunday went twice to Marple Church, 
with Mr. Clayton, their under-master, at 
their head! On the whole, it struck 
Blincoe, that the children were in a 
Paradise compared with tlie unfortnnate 
wretches whom he had left at Litton Mill, 
and he indulged in the humane hope that 
the lot of children just then brought 
down from London might escape the 
dreadful sufferings he had had to endure! 
Unfortunately, the trade which Blincoe 
had been fourteen or fifteen years articled 
to learn, was by no means so good as 
husbandry labour: the wages Mr. Old- 
know offered him were 1 \s. per week, at 
the time that a good husbandry labourer 
could earn from 16s. to 1/.! 

After having been some months in Mr. 
Oldknow's factory, Blincoe learnt that, 
whilst he did as much work and as well 
as any man in the factory, wliich employed 
several hundred apprentices, Mr. Clayton 
had fixed his wages at 3 or 4s. per week 
less than any other person's. Blincoe 
could not impute this to any other cause 
than an idea, that he was in so crippled a 
state be dared not demand the same as 
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another! Such is the mean and sordid 
spirit that sways almost the whole of those 
establishments. When a poor creature 
has been crippled at one mill, and applies 
for work at another, instead of commise- 
rating his condition and giving him the 
easiest and best work and best pay, it is 
a common custom to treat him with the 
utmost contempt; and though he may be 
able to do his work as well for his master, 
though not with the same ease to himself, 
as one who has escaped being crippled, 
the masters generally make it a rule to 
screw him down to the very lowest point 
of depression, and, in many cases, give 
only half the wages. On this principle 
was Blincoe dealt with at Mellor Factory; 
but as the wretched diet on which he had 
fed at Litton enabled him to live upon 3s. 
per week, he saved money each week. 
Having an independent spirit, and not 
being willing to work for less than his 
brethren, he took an opportunity one 
evening of going to the counting-house, 
and, doffing his hat to Mr. Clayton, said, 
" Sir, if you please, will you be so good 
to rise my wages?" Turning sharply 
round, he said, " Raise your wages! why, 
I took you m upon charity only ! " " I 
am sure it was very good of you, sir," 
said Blincoe, who well knew that such 
hands as himself were scarce, '• charity 
began at home." Hearing Blincoe speak 
in such humble yet somewhat ironical 
terms, for he possessed a rich vein of sar- 
castic humour, IMlr. Clayton said, " Well, 
go to your work, I '11 see." They paid 
every fortnight ^at the factory; and the 
next pay-night, Blincoe found himself 
paid at the rate of 13s., which was 2s. 
under the price of other workmen ! This 
continued a few weeks, when an old ser- 
vant, whom they had employed for many 
years, applied for work, and on the Friday 
night fortnight Blincoe's wages were sent 
up to him with an order to depart: this 
is what is called getting the bag. Blincoe, 
being alike surprised and hurt, and know- 
ing he had done his work well, and had 
never lost a minute, set an inquiry on 
foot; and he was told, from very good 
authority, it was because he had applied 
for an advance of wages, and because 
Mr. Clayton thought it was taking an 
advantage of him. Curious logic! Mr. 
Clayton seems totally to forget the advan- 
tage he had, in the first instance, taken of 
poor Blincoe; and feeling very sore when 
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the young fellow applied for redress, lii 
seized this opportunity, and in this pelii 
way,  to  wreak his anger;   and as tli 
factory  of Mr. Oldkuow stood so ven 
high,  if  compared  with that of Ell 
Needham,   of   Litton,   these   blemis 
fully prove  how foul and corrupted 
the  spirit  of  traffic,   since,  in its b 
shape, it could not resist the temptati 
of taking a mean advantage of the neco 
sities and misery of a fellow-creature. 

Although the treatment of parish panpi 
apprentices was very liberal compared nil 
what they had endured at Litton Mill.tlii 
journeymen were governed by a verytigli 
hand.    If they arrived only two or tlm 
minutes after the clock had struck, tlie 
were locked out;   and those who wtii 
within were all locked in till dinner-timi; 
and  not  only  were  the   outward doos 
below,   locked,  but  every room 
and there was a door-keeper kept, iiiw 
duty it was, a few minutes before tlii 
respective hours of departure, to untal 
the doors, which were again 
soon  as the  work-people  arrived! li 
every door there was a small apertiii 
large enough to let a quart can tlirwfl 
so that the food brought by parents mi 
relations could be handed to those lii 
in—no one being permitted to go ins 
out; and, of course, the necessaries, li! 
or three to each room, were inside it 
room where the people worked!  Sic 
was the rigid order and severe discipb 
of one of the most lenient master colUi 
spinners!    Mr. Oldknow caused a Hi* 
to be made from the turnpike to liisi 
which saved some length of way: i 
every stranger, or person not absolutf" 
working in the mill, who used it, kai 
pay a halfpenny; and, as the road U 
New Mills and Mellor, those work-peop' 
in common with all others, had to f, 
a halfpenny.     There  was   a tolHioi' 
erected,   and  also  a  toll-bar;  and ik 
speculation, if not very neighbouil 
said to have been very profitable, 

When Blincoe left this estaU 
which seemed to vie with some ot* 
largest factories in Manchester, boll' 
its exterior grandeur and magnitudfi' 
had contrived to save the greater p»"|' 
his wages ; and having a few poiin*' 
his pocket, he felt less dismay a'"f, 
harsh and unexpected treatment, tl* 
he had acted with less prudence and" *e fields, 
destitute.    Ho had served faithfully'" 'facouple 
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diligently upwards of half a year; and as 
a cliaracter from so respectable an era- 
nloyer might be serviceable he made his 
appearance once more before I\fr. Clayton, 
and, doffing his hat, and assuming the 
most lowly and respectful attitude, said, 
in liis usual slow and plaintive tone—• 
'• Will you please, sir, give me a cha- 
racter?" "O, no! O, no!" replied ,'the 
manager, with an unfriendly aspect, " we 
never give characters here!" Blincoe 
ihoiiglit it was better to be off and seek 
Ms fortune elsewhere, than stop and argue. 
This circumstance strongly marks the op- 
pressive character of these establishments. 
Itis clear Mr. Clayton did not choose to 
hire Blincoe without a character, or some- 
thing equivalent, by requiring to see his 
indentures; and, after the young man had 
served the house diligently and honestly 
for six months, he surely should have 
written to certify that he had done so; 
and the denial might have prevented his 
jetting another employer. However the 
law might stand at present, upon this 
point, in any future legislative measure, 
atkise should be introduced, to compel 
every master to give a written cliaracter, 
except where some positive act of gross 
misconduct interposed to neutralize the 
tlaim! 

From Mellor Mill, Blincoe walked to 
Hollington, in Cheshire, a village not far 
from Macclesfield, and about eighteen 
"liles distance, having a bundle, which, 
Ang upon a stick, he carried on his 
"loidder. He passed several road-side 
muses of entertainment, allaying his 

; d tliiist from the living fountains, and 
atisfying his hunger with a penny cake. 
'«this way he travelled till he arrived 
It Bolliiigton, where he obtained work in 
s factory, situated on the Macclesfield 
«, belonging to a Mr. Lomax. He 
w* placed in the card-room, which is 
wbned the most laborious and unwhole- 
•e in the factory, on account of the 
m quantity of dirt'and dust; but Mr. 
''""liix promised him a stretching-frame 
J'lke end of a fortnight. The fortnight 
King expired, Blincoe saw no signs of 
*g relieved from stripping off the cot- 

'wra the cards; on which he made 
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Pliismind to be off, and march towards 
laley bridge, in the hope of bettering 
"srandition! As he was going along 
»»iields, for a short cut, he was met 
I»couple of suspicious looking fellows, 

who, stepping boldly up to Blincoe, said 
in a stern voice, " What have you got in 
that bundle?" " I dunna know, mester; 
but if you 'U ask the gentleman on horse- 
back, that is coming on the horse-road, 
at the other .side of the hedge, he '11 tell 
you." Hearing this, and marking the 
calm indifference of Blincoe, the inter- 
rogators took to their heels, and never 
once looked behind them, as he could 
perceive; and thus the poor little wan- 
derer outwitted the marauders, and saved 
his shirt and stockings, and, by possibility, 
the hard-earned treasure he had in his 
fob. Having thus adroitly got rid of the 
thieves, Blincoe made the best of his way 
to the main road, and the best use of his 
legs, till he got in view of some houses, 
where he thought himself out of danger. 
Arrived at Staley Bridge, situate upon a 
river which separates Cheshire and Lan- 
cashire, and where there are many spin- 
ning-factories, he applied to a man named 
William Gamble, who had lived in York- 
shire. This man, twelve or thirteen years 
before, was one of the overlookers at 
Lowdham Mill; and very much addict- 
ing himself to kicking the apprentices, 
and dragging them about by the hair of 
the head, up and down the rooms, and 
then dashing them upon the floor, he was 
reprimanded and removed at the time the 
overseers of Pancras parish arrived there. 
Indeed, this man and one Smith were the 
terror of the poor children; but Blincoe 
wanting work, and knowing he was an 
overlooker in Mr. Harrison's factory, 
which, by way of pre-eminence, was 
called the Bastile, and having been so 
many years accustomed to bastiles, was 
not easily daunted. He therefore re- 
paired to Gamble who, having bestowed 
so many marks of his paternal regard 
upon Blincoe, recognized him at once, 
and very kindly got him work at \0s. per 
week, which he drew for the use of Blin- 
coe, during a few weeks, to whom he 
acted as caterer, and provided him with 
a bed; so that Blincoe had nothing what- 
ever to do but his work, which was tole- 
rably moderate—that is, compared with 
Litton Mill. 

Notwithstanding its unseemly appella- 
tive, the work-people were not locked up 
in the rooms, as at Mellor. The master 
had another method of restraining his 
work-people from going-out, which saved 
the pay of a door-keeper: it was by the 
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counting-house being so placed that the 
people could not go in or out without 
being seen ! At this place Blincoe 
worked some months ; but not being 
fully satisfied with the condition in which 
the stewardship of William Gamble left 
him, he took the liberty to remove from 
his hospitable roof; and the result was, 
he could live upon one half of his wages, 
and put by the other. The wages paid 
at this mill were very low, and the work 
was very laborious, being the stripping 
of the top cards! The fixed quantity was 
six pounds per day, which is a severe 
task. After this, the master went up to 
Blincoe and others, as they were at work, 
and informed them he would have more 
weight of cotton stripped off the top 
cards, or turn them away; and Blincoe 
not feeling inclined to perform more work 
for that pay, asked for his wages and left 
the Bastile. 

Blincoe then went to Mr. Leech, the 
owner of another factory at Staley Bridge, 
by whom he was engaged at 9s. a-week; 
but he found the cotton so foul and dirty, 
and the work so hard, he stayed there a 
very short time; and as the owner paid 
only once in three weeks, it required 
some privation before any wages could 
be had! After three days' toil, Blincoe 
went to the master and asked him to lend 
as much silver as his work came to, and, 
having obtained it, he took French leave, 
to the great annoyance of his employer. 

Blincoe still remained at Staley Bridge, 
though unemployed. At length he met 
with employment at the mill of a manu- 
facturer named Bailey, whose father had 
then recently had one of his arms torn off 
by the blower, and died in a few hours 
after the accident happened. Here poor 
Blincoe stayed, stripping cards, at 11s. 
per week, for several months ; when, hav- 
ing saved a few pounds, he determined to 
try his fortune at Manchester, which cele- 
brated town was only seven or eight miles 
distant. Of London, Blincoe retained but 
a faint recollection; and he thought Man- 
chester the largest and grandest place in 
the world. He took lodgings in Saint 
George's Road, being attracted by tlie 
residence of James Cooper, a parish 
apprentice from the same workhouse with 
himself, who had been so cruelly flogged 
at Litton Mill. By this young man, 
Blincoe was received in a friendly man- 
ner ;  and he lodged in his house near 

Shude Hill. Blincoe arrived at Mali. 
Chester at a very depressed time, just at 
the return of peace; and he had some 
difficulty in getting work. His first plan 
was in the factory of Mr. Adam Murray; 
there the engines worked only four dayi 
and a half a-week, for which he received 
no more than 7s. Id. Blincoe suffered 
much from the heat of the factories at 
Staley; but in this of Mr. Murray's le 
found it almost suffocating; and if there 
had been as strong a heat in the factory 
at Litton, added to the effects of lon'« 
days, and bad and scanty food, it would 
probably have cut him oft'in the first year 
of his servitude ! Blincoe, thinking il 
was wise to risk the chance of betterini' 
his fortune, left Adam Murray's gigantic 
factory a,t the end of the week, and nest 
went to work in Robinson's factory, as it 
is called, in Water Street, whicli belong! 
to Mr. Marriet. There he was engaged 
to strip cards, at 10*. 6d. per week. He 
worked at this several months, livingina 
frugal manner, and never going into i 
public-house, or associating with idle 
company, except when he was engaged, 
being then, by a rule of the overlookeri 
forced to pay 2s., by way of footing; op 
which occasion he went to a public-lioiiie 
in Bread Street, where this silly and mil- 
chievous custom let Blincoe into the first 
and last act of drunkenness in whicli lie 
was ever concerned, and he felt ill sevetid 
days afterwards. At the same timi, 
many of his comrades, who worked in tin 
same room, and who contributed eacli» 
much money, also got drunk. Thisn 
spent contrary to Blincoe's wishes, A 
grieved that he was obliged to drink tie 
ale ; but if he had refused he would km 
been despised, and might have lost kis 
employment; and if a poor fellow be eta 
so low, and want this money for the Wil 
essential purpose, it must not be refusei 
This is a pernicious custom, and slioiili 
be abolished. 

Bhncoe continued several months» 
this factory, living as it were alone w' 
crowd, and mixing verv little with lii' 
fellow work-people. Wliile here, haviK 
by denying himself even a sufflcienc)'• 
the cheapest diet, clothed himself i* 
respectably than he had ever been,» 
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ieiiigs as pickpockets were in the world, 
lie put his pocket-book  in  his  outside 
pocket, whence it was stolen by some of 
ilie light-fingered  gentry;   and  Blincoe 
liad to lament his want of caution. 

Blincoe afterwards went to a factory at 
Bank Top, called  Young's  old factory, 
lliai occupied by Mr. Ramsbottom; and 
ihere, after a time,  he was  engaged as 
iloker, or engine-man, doing the drudgery 
tor the engineer.    In this  situation he 
eonlinued three years,  sleeping, a great 
part of the time, on a flat stone in the 
(re-hole.   If it rained in the night he 
sas always drenched!  but he  had for- 
merly suffered so much by hardships, and 
iliepay was so small, he determined to do 
liisbestto save as much money as might 
suffice to enable him to try to live as a 
dealer in waste cotton ; from which hum- 
ble state many of the proudest and most 
prosperous of the master cotton-spinners 
ol Manchester have emerged.    His em- 
ployer, liking him, raised his wages to 
i3i.a-week; and, while Blincoe was about 
as black as a chimney-sweeper in  full 
ponder, the hope of future independence 
induced him to bear his sable hue, his 
master behaving to him with more hu- 
manity than he had been accustomed to 
esperience.    He was, however, disturbed 
I; some petty artifices of the manager in 
4e!year 1817;  and,  an  attempt  being 
•lade to lower his wages, (for which, on 
in average, he worked sixteen hours in 
'It day,) Blincoe resolved to quit such 
U, unremitting, and unprofitable servi- 
'•ie; and from that period he commenced 
Wer and chapman.    At the end of the 
feyearhe found his little capital reduced 
'•II one-half; but, on the other hand,  he 
sailed in.experience more than an equi- 
*iit to what he lost in money; and, 
wg pretty well initiated into the "mys- 
'•K of trade," and having acquired a 
*petent knowledge  of raw or  waste 
'"Ions, he commenced his second year in 
•eh better style, and at the end thereof 
'•not only regained his lost capital, but 
*«i 5/. to it.    Blincoe hired a ware- 
*se and lived in lodgings 

In the year 1819, on Sunday, the 27th 
''"ne, he happened to be, w'ith several 
«« persons, at the christening of a 
"{nbour's child, where several females 
'"present; and an acquaintance of 
li*''•ncoe's (no longer poor Blincoe) 
•"""jest and jeer him as to his living 

single. There was a particular female 
friend in company, whose years, though 
not near the verge of old age, far out- 
numbered Blincoe's; and the guests ran 
jokes upon her; while some cried out, 
" Blincoe, get married to-morrow, and 
then we '11 have a good wedding, as well 
as a christening to-day." Blincoe, leer- 
ing a little sideways at the lady, said, 
" Well, if Martha will have me, I '11 take 
her and marry her to-morrow." Martha 
demurely expressed her assent. " Then," 
said Blincoe, though taken unawares, 
" if you 'U stick to your word, I will." 
She then said, " I '11 not run from mine, 
if you don't." This raised a great shout; 
upon the subsiding of which, the indi- 
vidual who commenced the quiz, a jolly 
butcher, offered to bet a leg of mutton 
that Blincoe would not get married on 
Monday, the 28th of June; and others 
bet on the same side ; when Blincoe deter- 
mined to win the bets and a wife in the 
bargain. Blincoe said to his comrades, 
" Well, that I may not bo disappointed, 
I '11 even go to see for a license to-night;" 
and two of the party went to see that all 
was fair. When they got about half way 
on their destination, Blincoe, fearful of a 
hoax on the part of Martha, hit on the 
device of holding back, telling her he 
could not get the license without her 
presence ; and when she agreed to go, 
then still more securely to prevent his 
being laughed at, he said, " I have not 
money enough in my pocket: will you, 
Martha, lend me a couple of pounds?" 
In an instant she produced that sum, 
giving it to Blincoe, and they proceeded. 
Blincoe was so bashful he neither took 
her hand nor saluted her lips; but, ac- 
companied by two of the persons who had 
laid wagers, went to the house, direct, of 
the very celebrated, though not veri/ reve- 
rend, Joshua Brookes, lately deceased. 
The next morning they went in a coach 
from his lodgings in Bank Top, and were 
married in the Old Church ! Blincoe 
won his bets and his wife I They have 
lived together with as great a share of 
conjugal tranquillity, as falls to the lot of 
many who are deemed happy couples, 
and he has ever since kept upon the 
advance in worldly prosperity. He has 
lived to see his tyrannical master brought 
to adverse fortune, to a state of compara- 
tive indigence; and, on his family, the 
visitation of calamities so awful, that it 
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looked as if the avenging power of retri- 
butive justice had laid its iron hand on 
him and them. In how short a time 
Blincoe's career will verify the prediction 
of the old sybil of Chapel-la-Frith remains 
to be seen; but it is in the compass of 
probability that he may, in the meridian 
of his life, be carried as high by the wheel 
of fortune, as in the days of his infancy 
and youth he was cast low! 

In the year 1824 Blincoe had accumu- 
lated in business that sum of money he 
thought would be sufficient to keep his 
family, with the exception of his cotton- 
waste business: and shortly after he gave 
tip a shop which he had occupied for a 
few years at No. 108, Bank Top, Man- 
chester, and took a house in Edge Place, 
Salford. Wliilst living there, he thought 
proper to place some of the money he 
had saved by industry to the purchasing 
of some machinery for spinning of cotton, 
and took part of a mill of one Mr. Orm- 
rod, near St. Paul's Church, Tib Street; 
in this he was engaged six weeks, with the 
assistance of some mechanics, getting the 
machinery ready for work; and the first 
day it was at work an adjoining room 
of the building caught fire, and burnt 
Blincoe's machinery to the ground. Not 
being insured, this event nearly ruined 
him ; and Blincoe declared he would have 
nothing to do witli the spinning business 
again: what with the troubles endured 
when apprentice to it, and the heavy loss 
sustained by fire, he is completely sick of 
the business altogether. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

WE have now concluded the Memoir of 
Robert Blincoe, who is still a resident of 
Manchester, and is, we believe,  highly 
pleased at the thought of his tale of woe 
coming   more   prominently   before   the 
public than it has hitherto done, that the 
remedy for cotton-mill atrocities may be 
the  more   speedy  and  effectual.    Con- 
firmations of the veracity of his tale were 
forwarded to  the  original  publisher by 
John  Joseph  Betts, who,  in 1828, was 
living  at  Ashton-under-Line;  and by i 
Samuel   Davy,  then   employed  on  the : 
Westminster Gas-works;  both of whom 1 
had passed through similar fiery trials, i 
We have already expressed our conviction j 
of the general truth of the   statements' 
which the Memoir contains; and it should ' 
be borne in mind that no public writer, 

by name, would dare to malign the clu- 
racters of purse-proud owners of cotton- 
mills, or steam-death dormitories, itlios 
wealth would have been plentifully sqnaii- 
dered in wreaking vengeance on the iiu 
who stood upon the breach, whetlier piil. 
Ushers, writers, or orators. 

Mr. Richard Oastler, of Fixby Hall 
near Huddersfield, a gentleniaii nell 
known for his exertions in favour of tit 
victims to factory misgovernment, « 
receiving information of our purpose witS 
respect to reprinting Mr. Brown's panipl- 
let on infant slavery, replied, " I am "lil 
Blincoe's Memoir is coming out in i 
popular form. Every man, woman, aii 
child should read that book. Depeiil 
upon it, I will do my best to get tie 
Short-time Committees to spread tie 
sale." 

Subjoined is an extract from the com- 
munication of John Joseph Betts, abvi 
referred to. 

Ashton-under-Line, Feb. 24,182S. 
DEAR SIR—I have read the nanatel 

suff'erings of Robert Blincoe with minglei 
sorrow and delectation: with sorrow, bi- 
cause I know, from bitter experience, tli; 
they have really existed ; with delectatioi 
because they have appeared before tie 
public through the medium of the ptes, 
and may, peradventure, be the means f 
mitigating the misery of the unfottnnile 
apprentices, who are serving an imexpiw 
term of apprenticeship in various partsol 
Lancashire and Derbyshire. In 1806-I. 
I was bound an apprentice, with twelie 
others, from the workhouse of St. JaiK 
Clerkenwell, London, to a Mr. J. 04). 
at Arnold Mill, near Nottingham. Fro 
thence, after two years and three monti' 
servitude, I was sold to a Mr. MiddWti 
of Sheffield. The factory being h« 
down at this place, I and many ollec 
were sold to Mr. EUiee Needhani, < 
Highgate Wall, the proprietor of U» 
Mill. Here I became acquainted" 
Robert Blincoe, better known at U« 
Mill by the name of Parson. Thesuff 
ings of the apprentices were exquisit 
during Blincoe's servitude, bothiiip"' 
of hunger and acts of severity. • • 
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THE PRIVATE AND PERSONAL SWINDLING OF THE LATE  KING. 
[From " Tlie Weokly Dispatch " of July 24, 183(i.] 

[THE  KOYAL JONATHAN WILD.] 

ME. EDITOR—The immense circulation 
'1 The Weekly Dispatch has never been 
'greater source of gratification to me 
t• when it has afforded me the oppor- 
taity, which I have so frequently derived 
wm it, of exposing to this country the 
Weeling private frauds, the personal 
windhngs of Royalty. I can derive no 
"'dividual gratification from the perform- 
"«« of this duty, further than the useful 
«>ii laudable pleasure of preventing future 

depredations by an exposure of the past, 
and of opening the eyes of the people to 
the absolute necessity of ceasing to vene- 
rate institutions which merit execration, 
for sacrificing the lives and property of 
those whom they are bound and sworn 
to protect. A debate in the House of 
Commons has exposed another case of 
mean swindling and cruel robbery on the 
part-of the late King, against a private 
family of the name of Troutbeck. 

2 1' 
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Before I enter into this truly mean and 
nefarious robbery, so illustrative of our 
recent days of Toryism, let me briefly 
revert to a few similar cases, which I 
have already exposed in detail, and all of 
which, in combination, so forcibly prove 
the absolute necessity of expunging every 
vestige of our old system of Tory domi- 
nation. 

I will not revert to that long and 
dreadful reign of special and common, 
of wholesale and retail swindling, under 
the pious George III.; but will confine 
myself to that of his son, who had not 
madness to plead for his crimes, nor 
ignorance or stupidity for his follies. 

Your readers cannot but recollect my 
exposure in The Dispatch of the das- 
tardly, ungrateful, and cruel robbery, by 
the late King, of the American Loyalists. 
If ever a class of men deserved commise- 
ration, protection, support, and gratitude 
at the hands of a Prince, it was these 
unfortunate loyalists. These gentlemen 
had sacrificed their country, families, for- 
tunes, and professions in the honourable 
service of the King. Their claims had 
been acknowledged in principle, and 
never objected to in detail for forty years. 
For that long period they had pined in 
misery, embittered by the retrospect of 
former affluence. Many of them had 
gone to the grave heart-broken at hope 
deferred, and leaving children in penury; 
whilst others had become too old to enjoy 
their property, even if it should be re- 
stored to them. Still did the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, the pious Vansittart, 
wish to defeat by further delay, the claims 
which were too just to be openly opposed. 
When even a corrupt, a perjured Tory- 
packed House of Commons was sick of 
carrying dishonesty to a greater length 
against the unfortunate, and beat the 
Government of Liverpool and Vansittart 
upon a division, then, and not till then, 
did the King's Ministers consent to com- 
promise the claims, by giving to the loy- 
alists all the remaining balance of the 
Droits of the Admiralty. The word com- 
promise in such a case infers ineffable 
baseness. The state ought to have paid 
all if just, and nothing if unjust; or it 
ought to have compromised with all pub- 
lic creditors, and not with only a merito- 
rious and ill-used few, who were too poor 
to defend themselves. The balance of 
the Droits, amounting to 142,000/.,would 

not have paid these gentlemen 5s. in tl( 
pound; and what was their surprise|( 
find that between the time of the plefc 
and that of paying the money, 80,000/, 
more than one-half of the amount, hai 
been secretly purloined? The theft was 
attempted to be concealed, and wlien t 
covered was stoutly denied, until ovei- 
whelming proofs of the robbery were pr» 
duced, and then it was confessed thattls 
King had taken the 80,000/., halfofii 
to pay his travelling expenses to Scotlani 
and half those of his journey to Ire- 
land. Human ingenuity may be detei 
to imagine a more cruel, ungrateful, anl 
profligate robbery. Need I, Mr. Editor, 
revert to the shocking case of the Baroi 
De Bode, from whom our late King tool; 
350,000/. to build his Palace at Pimlico! 
This was a robbery cruel and private, anj 
most infamous upon public grounds. The 
money had been intrusted to Eiiglisl 
honour by the Government of France, ii 
order to satisfy certain claims. If there 
was any siu'plus it ought in honour lo 
have been returned to France; but tie 
King of England stole it all, and At 
he got like a rogue he expended like a 
fool. Does it need a ghost from tlii 
grave to tell us, that where a King or a 
set of Ministers can privately appropriate 
to their own uses the surplus of sucl a 
fund, they will soon find means to rednti 
or defeat claims, in defiance of all justice 
and in contempt of all decency? Evei 
Lord Stanley declared, in the House of 
Commons, on his conscience, before liis 
God, that the Baron De Bode's claim 
were just; and after a lapse of yeaii, 
Sir Frederick Pollock, the King's Attor- 
ney-General, made the same declaration; 
but the roguish King had stolen tlie 
money, and the Baron De Bode my 
starve and enjoy the sight of Buckinf- 
ham Palace! 

It might have been supposed, Mr. E4- 
tor, that after the exposure of these anil 
other similar acts of robbery on the part 
of the late King, surrounded by Tory 
Ministers, the Whigs would have \>» 
cautious of suffering another act ofdis' 
honesty to be brought to light against tin 
late Sovereign. So far from it, they lia« 
suffered an exposure in one respect worse 
than the preceding, inasmuch as it »* 
perpetrated after the public had expressw 
its execration at the King's prior ro»f 
ries.   What are the facts of this case. 
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\ poor man named Troutbeck had gone 
to India, and made a large fortune. He 
fed in 178.5, at the age of eighty-five. 
His property was remitted to England, 
when it eventually fell into the hands of 
Government. No account could be had 
of it for thirty years, when it was found 
in 1815—the glorious year of Waterloo, 
the year in which we spent one million 
per diem—to amount to about 140,000/. 
His Mr. Troutbeck had left the greater 
part of his fortune to establish a school 
fer the benefit of the poor at the place of 
Ills nativity, and where he had received 
his education. This was a moral—a most 
rigliteous bequest; but the King put in 
the plea of the statute of Mortmain, set 
(lie will aside, and seized upon the whole 
property. The law of Mortmain was 
originally intended to prevent the Catho- 
lic clergy availing themselves of supersti- 
tion in dispossessing the laity of their 
estates, which they had done to an 
enormous extent. But the spirit of the 
law never meant that property should not 
be left for purposes purely charitable and 
unconnected with priestcraft. One statute 
of Mortmain, in the reign of Queen Eliza- 
belli, made this excellent distinction. At 
all events, if the King did avail himself 
ol the law to set the man's will aside and 
jet his property, the question arises what 
ought he to have done with it? If it 
became the right of the Crown, it is clear, 
by the spirit and even the letter of the 
W, that the King held it only on trust 
for the good of the people. If the law 
Bre the reverse, and the property of 
ftis merchant became a forfeiture to the 
Crown, what, in the spirit of the age, 
""ght the King to have done with it? 

be not, as far as possible, to have 
1 the intentions of the testator; or 

fight he not otherwise to have delivered 
'' over to the Exchequer as public pro- 
perty, or, at all events, to have devoted it 
t» charitable purposes for the benefit of 
mtclass of people amongst whom the tes- 
*r bad been born, or to do some good 
nthittowards the people analogous to what 
• testator meant when he made the will ? 
*t nothing of the sort did the King do; 
fflafk the conduct of the Royal pilferer. 
inmediately this specimen of ermine 
«"Mbis Royal Jonathan Wild—got the 
P'»Perty it was advertised to be sold, 
»o for what object ? To make good the 
Wocts of the Civil List!!!    Surely, after 

the robbery of the West Indians, after the 
plunder of the droits of the Admiralty, 
after even the petty swindling of the 
people of Gibraltar, after the grants of 
Par lament to the Civil List, and after the 
exposure of the worthless wretches that 
were crowded as pensioners upon it, it 
was sufficiently infamous to attempt to 
recruit it in the Shylock style of cutting 
off' the pound of the poor merchant's 
flesh ! But although the people may 
think that infamy could be carried no 
farther, that villany could not take a 
more daring flight, it appears that this 
announcement of sale was meant only as 
a pure cloak to cover something infinitely 
more villanous. The foolish public, it 
was thought, would be indifferent to the 
robbery of a private estate, if it relieved 
them from farther contributions to the 
enormous Civil List. The bait was held 
out; but it appears that, so far from the 
Civil List being relieved, the pilfering 
King seized upon 20,000/. of the property 
to enlarge his grounds about his wigwam 
Pavilion at Brighton, and took 50,000/. 
more towards furnishing his tomfoolery 
baby-house. If downright drunken rob- 
bery can be more disgusting than this, 
our language conveys no sensible objects 
to the understanding. Good God! to 
what a lawless state of violence are we 
reduced; or, rather, under what a system 
of specious legal spoliation do we writhe, 
if a poor man, making by his talents and 
industry a large fortune many thousand 
miles off, is to have his will in favour of 
the poor of his native place set aside by 
the King, and to have the whole of his 
property seized by the King under the 
fiction of perverted laws, and under the 
pretence of benefiting the nation, by a 
relief of a burthensome Civil List, when 
the real object is to gratify the private 
luxuries of the most brutal sensualist and 
the most capricious profligate that a re- 
formed nation can ever again tolerate. 
If a grant of 70,000/. had been asked 
of the House of Commons for a farther 
indulgence in the profligate villanies of 
Brighton Pavilion, the House, bribed and 
perjured as it was, to its teeth, could not 
have listened to such a monstrous pro- 
position, and, therefore, the King's resort 
was to plunder this private estate. If 
this were a solitary instance, it would be 
bad enough; but this is only a specimen 
of the general sj'stem of Tory govern- 
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ment, and, perhaps, of Monarchical insti- 
tutions. 

It appears that Government offered to 
pay 50,000^. to the family of the deceased, 
by way of compromise—that is to say, 
5O,O00Z. for hush-money. The principle 
of the offer is infamous—it was rejected. 
Out of the 140,000;., 70,000^. had been 
stolen by the King; and if we suppose 
that the King's servants and lawyers had 
followed the example of their royal mas- 
ter, there would remain the exact balance 
of 50,000^. to be given to the family, to 
induce them to avoid the expenses of law. 
Such is our free Government, when the 
King can seize upon a whole private 
estate as his prey, and when he is ex- 
posed, and in fear of shame, can offer 
one-third of that estate to the family in 
order to let him and his subordinate plun- 
derers enjoy the other two-thirds without 
exposure. 

I will not now enter into the litigated 
question, whether there are, or are not, 
strictly legal claimants to this estate. 
That there are is obvious; but let me 
waive this point for the present, or put 
it upon supposition. Suppose there are 
claimants, and that they can establish 
their claims, who is to pay 140,000^. as 
the demand? It is clear that the late 
King has stolen the money. And if the 
award be in favour of the claimant, who 
is to pay ? Must there be a grant voted 
by the House of Commons, and a new 
tax imposed upon us ? Suppose the Baron 
De Bode were by any machinery of law 
to get an award in his favour to the 
extent of his claims of 350,000/., who is 
to pay? The old pilfering King—that 
beautiful specimen of modern Royalty, 
has spent the money on Windsor Castle. 
Suppose the American loyalists could re- 
cover their 80,000/., who again is to pay ? 
If these questions could be fairly brought 
before the House of Commons, I have 
no doubt that the representatives of the 
people would pay the sufferers; for in- 
dividuals, or small classes of individuals, 
ought not to be made the victims of 
Royal swindlers, but then the represen- 
tatives of the people ought to accompany 
the grant by conduct which would destroy 
any future incubus upon society. 

I need not advert to the immense 
disadvantages which any man has to 
encounter in contesting the rights of 
property against the Crown; but, in spite 

of these disadvantages, let us see tie 
firm position in which the claimants of 
this property stand. The King's .'Vdvo- 
cate reports against the Treasury—that 
Treasury which had supported the King's 
plunder—-that the relatives of the de- 
ceased had strong probable grounds of 
claim upon the property. A Master in 
Chancery reports that the grounds were 
not strong on technical objections—on 
objections merely technical. The Vice- 
Chancellor confirms the Master's report, 
an appeal is made to the Treasury, and 
no decent attention is paid to the appeal, 
for the Treasury are the creatures of the 
King, the dirty King who stole the money. 
The claimants (or the family) appeal to 
the Chancellor, who upsets the decision ot 
the Master and of the Vice-Chancellor, 
and the case goes to a Jury. The Jury 
is against the claimants upon local pre- 
judices, but the Judge who tries the case 
states " that MORALLY the claim of tlie 
petitioners is right." The Judges state 
more—that the case is defeated by a rule 
of Court adopted since the case began, 
and not applicable to the case; and tke 
Judge goes still farther, and declares 
" that it is derogatory to the honour and 
dignity of the Crown to resist the claim." 
After this, what are we to conclude! 
Not only that it is a case of atrocious 
swindling, but that the Crown is a 
swindle, and its Ministers a machinery 
for swindling. Such are the curses of 
keeping up old systems; and yet, when 
we attack these systems, the Tories and 
the Bishops give out their yell against 
reform. 

Mr. Editor, I have differed much with 
you in some points of politics, but in this 
case I thoroughly fall into your views. 
The Whigs are falling into all the worst 
crimes of the Tories in their worst of 
days. I know that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Mr. Spring Rice, is despised; 
but still, whilst he is the organ of the 
party, and, to his shame be it spoken, 
that he must be considered as the mouth- 
piece, " foul as it is," of the House of 
Commons, he must be attended to. Let 
us mark the impudence, the disgusting 
impudence, and the mwal honesty of Mr. 
Spring Rice. This man had the assur- 
ance—the impudent balderdash assurance, 
to say " that the Crown held the property 
in deposit for the rights of other persons. 
A grosser falsehood—a more filtliy, i"»' 
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lived falseliood—was never spoken by a 
human tongue. Shame on the assembly 
tliat could listen to such a perversion— 
the money is not held in trust. 

It is disputed that of the 140,000/., 
(0,000/. has been taken(Anglice,swindled) 
by the King; and when so large a portion 
lias been spent, who can say that the 
money is held in TRUST? The land reve- 
nue is so jobbed and purloined that no 
crossing of the accounts can make up the 
amount. But when in an account of 
140,000/., 70,000/. has been swindled, to 
say that the money is held in trust is a 
falsehood so outrageous that it ought to 
exile any man from society. 

Let me add that the member, Mr. 
Blackburn, states that the claims of the 
family are made out, and he adds what 
is very important, " The Crown has got 
fossession of a property that belongs to 
tk subject." Mr. Blackburn goes far- 
ther, and says, " If this money had not 
ken SPENT it would have been given up 
!o the claimants." More than this, Sir 
F, Pollock, the late Tory Attorney-Gene- 
ral, a stanch Tory (my aversion), had 
the honesty to state that the case 
ought to be tried again, and " a more 
entire miscarriage — a more complete 
failure of justice, he never witnessed in 
tlie whole course of his life." 

Now, Mr. Editor, I appeal to public 
opinion whether I am not justified in 
tailing the late King and Commons 
swindlers, and in designating the whole 
Tory Government as a mere machinery 
of swindling. But are not the Whigs 
pursuing the same course, if, at least, 
Mr. S. Rice be the organ of the Whigs? 

PuBLICOLA. 

HERMAN STRODTMAN. 
THIS culprit was a German of a respect- 
able family from Revel, in Lisland, of 
good education. In 1694, he and a 
schoolfellow, named Wolter, were sent to 
London, and bound to a then eminent 
Dutch house. Stein and Dorien. They 
acted with diligence and assiduity till a 
sister of Wolter's married very advanta- 
geously, which so inflated her brother 
'ith pride that he assumed a superiority 
•fer his fellow-apprentice, which led to 
'be fatal catastrophe the details will de- 
velop. This arrogance produced quarrel- 
"'g; from words they proceeded to blows, 
«d Wolter beat Strodtman twice—at one 

time in the counting-house, and at another 
time before the servant-girls in the kitchen. 
Wolter likewise traduced Strodtman to his 
master, who in consequence denied him 
the liberty and the other gratifications that 
were allowed to his fellow - apprentice. 
Strodtman, on this account, conceived an 
implacable hatred against the other, and 
resolved to murder him in some way or 
other. His first intention was to have 
poisoned him; and with this view he 
mixed some white mercury with a white 
powder, which Wolter used to keep in a 
glass in his bed-room, as a remedy for the 
scurvy: but, this happening to be done in 
the midst of winter, Wolter had declined 
taking the powder; so that the other 
thought of destroying him by the more 
expeditious method of stabbing. This 
scheme, however, he delayed from time 
to time, while Wolter's pride and arro- 
gance increased to such a degree that the 
other thought he should at length be 
tempted to murder him in sight of the 
family. Strodtman desired one of the 
maids to intimate to his masters his in- 
clination to be sent to the West Indies; 
but no answer being given to this request, 
Strodtman grew again uneasy, and his 
enmity to his fellow-apprentice increased 
to such a degree that the Dutch maid, 
observing the agitation of his mind, ad- 
vised him to a patient submission of his 
situation, as the most probable method 
of securing his peace. Unfortunately he 
paid no regard to this good advice; but 
determined on the execution of the fatal 
plan, which afterwards led to his destruc- 
tion. 

On the morning of Good Fridaj^, Strodt- 
man was sent out on business; instead 
of transacting which, he went to Green- 
wich, with an intention of returning on 
Saturday to perpetrate the murder; but, 
reflecting that his fellow-apprentice was 
to receive the Sacrament on Easter Sun- 
day, he abhorred the thought of taking 
away his life before he had partaken of 
the Lord's Supper; and he therefore sent 
a letter to his masters on the Saturday, 
in which he asserted that he had been 
impressed, and was to be sent to Chatham 
on Easter Monday, and put on board a 
ship in the royal navy; but while he was 
at Greenwich, he was met by a young 
gentleman who knew him, and who, re- 
turning to London, told Messrs. Stein and 
Uorieu that he believed the story of his 

i 
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being impressed was all invention. Mr. 
Stein went to Chatham, to inquire into 
the real state of the case, when he dis- 
covered that the young gentleman's sus- 
picions were but too well founded. 

Strodtman went to the church at Green- 
wich twice on Easter Sunday, and on the 
approach of evening came to London, and 
slept at the Dolphin inn in Bishopsgate 
Street. On the following day he returned 
to Greenwich, and continued either at 
that place, or at Woolwich and the neigh- 
bourhood, till Tuesday, when he again re- 
turned to London, lodged in Lombard 
Street, and went back again to Greenwich 
on the Wednesday. 

Coming again to London on the even- 
ing of the succeeding day, he did not 
return any more to Greenwich; but, going 
to the house of his masters, he told them 
that what he had written was true, for 
that he had been pressed. They gave no 
credit to this tale, but told him they had 
inquired into the affair, and bid him quit 
their house. This he did, and took lodg- 
ings in Moorfields, where he lay on that 
and the following night, and on the Satur- 
day he took other lodgings at the Sun, in 
Queen Street, in the city. 

Before the preceding Christmas he had 
procured a key on the model of that 
belonging to his masters' house, that he 
might go in and out at his pleasure. 
Originally he intended to have made no 
worse use of this key; but, it being still 
in his possession, he let himself into the 
house between eight and nine o'clock on 
the evening of the Saturday last men- 
tioned ; but, hearing the footsteps of some 
persons going up the stairs, he concealed 
himself behind a door in the passage. 
As soon as the noise arising from this 
circumstance was over, he went up one 
pair of stairs to a room adjoining the 
counting-house, where he used to sleep, 
and having found a tinder-box he lighted 
a candle, and put it into his masters' dark 
lantern, which he carried up stairs to an 
empty room, next to that in which Peter 
Wolter used to sleep. Here he continued 
a short time, when, hearing somebody 
coming up stairs, he put out his candle, 
and fell asleep soon afterwards. 

Awaking about twelve o'clock, he lis- 
tened for a while; and, hearing no noise, 
he imagined that the whole iamily was 
fast asleep. He then descended to the 
room on the first floor, where the tinder- 

As 

box stood on a table, and, having ligliiej 
his candle, he went to the counting-house 
and took a sum of money, and several 
notes and bills. 

This being done, he took a piece ot 
wood with which they used to beat to- 
bacco, and going up stairs again he hastily 
entered the room where Peter Wolter was 
asleep, and advancing to his bed-side 
struck him violently on the head; and 
though his heart in some degree failed 
him, yet he continued his strokes, 
the wounded youth groaned much, he 
took the pillow, and laying it on his 
mouth, sat down on the side of the hed, 
and pressed it hard with his elbow, till no 
appearance of life remained. 

Perceiving Wolter to be quite dead, lie 
searched his chest of drawers and pockets, 
and took as much money as, with what 
he had taken from his masters, amounted 
to above 80^. He then packed up 
some linen and woollen clothes; and, 
going down one pair of stairs, he threw 
his bundle into a house that was unin- 
habited. 

He then went up stairs again, and 
having cut his candle, lighted both pieces, 
one of which he placed in a chair close 
to the bed-curtains, and the other on a 
chest of drawers, with a view to have set 
the house on fire, to conceal the robbery 
and murder of which he had been guilty, 
This being done, he went through a win- 
dow into the house where he had thrown 
his bundle; and in this place he stayed 
till five in the morning, when he took the 
bundle with him to his lodgings in Queen 
Street, where he shifted his apparel, and 
went to the Swedish church in Trinity 
Lane. After the worship of the congre- 
gation was ended, he heard a bill of 
thanks read which his masters had sent, 
in devout acknowledgment of the narrow 
escape that themselves and their neigh- 
bours had experienced from the fire. 
Struck by this circumstance, Strodtman 
burst into tears; but he endeavoured as 
much as possible to conceal his emotion 
from a gentleman who sat in the same 
pew with him, and who, on their cominj 
out of the church, informed him that the 
house of Messrs. Stein and Dorien nar- 
rowly escaped being burnt the preceding 
night, by an accident then unknown, but 
that the destruction was providentially 
prevented by the Dutch maid smelling 
the fire, and seeing the smoke, so that. 
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on her alarming her master, the flames 
lere extinguished by a pail of water. 

Strodtman made an appointment to 
tieet the gentleman who gave him this 
information, on the outer walks of the 
Eoyal Exchange, in the afternoon, to go 
t» the Dutch church in the Savoy; hut 
tie gentleman not coming to his time, he 
tent alone to Stepney church, and after 
service was ended he walked towards Mile 
End, where he saw the bodies of Michael 
Van Berghen and Dromelius, wlio had 
leen hung in chains about twelve months 
lefore. This sight gave him a shocking 
iJea of the crime of which he had been 
•uilty, and he reflected that he might 
soon become a like horrid spectacle to 
mankind. Hence he proceeded to Black- 
wall, where he saw the captain of a French 
pirate hanging in chains, which gave fresh 
force to the gloomy feelings of his mind, 
ffid again taught him to dread a similar 
fate. After having been thus providen- 
tially led to the sight of objects which he 
would otherwise have avoided, he returned 
tihis lodgings in great dejection of mind, 
tat far from repenting or even being 
properly sensible of the crime he had 
committed; for, as he himself said, " his 
ieart did not yet relent for what he had 
Jone, and if he had failed in murdering 
Ms fellow-apprentice in his bed he should 
We destroyed him some other way." 

On his return to his lodgings he ate his 
s«pper, said his prayers, and went to bed. 
On the following morning he went to the 
Wite Horse inn, Cripplegate, to receive 
ah for a bill of 201, which he had stolen 
I'm his masters' house; but the person 
•to was to have paid it being gone out, 
le was desired to call again about twelve 
•clock. In the interim he went to the 
l»use of a banker in Lombard Street, 
rao requested him to carry some money 
'• kis (the banker's) sister, who was at a 
TOding-school at Greenwich. Strodt- 
»>a said he could not go till the follow- 
"S day, when he would execute the com- 
'"ssion; but before he left the house the 
•ker told him that a young man, named 
•en, had been to inquire for him; on 
rtich Strodtman said, that if Mr. Green 
"turned he should be informed that he 
"uld come back at one o'clock. Hence 
'ewent again to the White Horse inn, 
*re he found the party, who told him 
, ' ^^ liad no orders to pay the money 
• the bill. 

Having received this answer he went 
to his lodgings, where he dined, and then 
went to the banker's in Lombard Street, 
where Mr. Stein, Mr. Green, and another 
gentleman were waiting for him. Mr. 
Stein asked him if he would go willingly 
to his house, or be carried by porters; 
and he replied, that he would go of his 
own accord. When he came there, he 
was asked some questions respecting the 
atrocious crimes of which he had been 
guilty; but, persisting that he was inno- 
cent, he was searched, and the 201. bill 
found in his possession. They then in- 
quired where he lodged, to which he 
answered, in Moorfields; whither they all 
went, but the people denied his lodging 
there at that time. 

Mr. Stein finding him unwilling to 
speak the truth, told him, that if he 
would make a full discovery he should 
be sent abroad out of the reach of justice. 
He then mentioned his real lodgings; on 
which they went thither in a coach, and 
finding the bills and other stolen effects 
Strodtman was carried before Sir Hum- 
phrey Edwin, who committed him to 
Newgate, on his own confession. 

He was not tried at the first sessions 
after his commitment, and, in the interval 
that he lay in prison, some bad people 
who were confined there trumped up an 
idle tale for him to tell when he came to 
trial, and prevailed on him to plead not 
guilty; a circumstance which he after- 
wards sincerely repented of On liis 
trial, however, there were so many cor- 
roborative proofs of his guilt that the 
jury could not hesitate to convict him, and 
he received the sentence awarded by law. 

While he was under sentence of death, 
his behaviour was remarkably contrite 
and penitent; and when the ordinary of 
Newgate acquainted him that the warrant 
for his execution was come down, and 
that he would suffer in a few days, he 
said, " The Lord's will be done! I am 
willing to die, only I beg of God that I 
may not (as I deserve) die an eternal 
death; and that though I die here for 
my most heinous and enormous crimes, 
yet I may, for the love of Christ, live 
eternally with him in heaven : " to which 
he added, " God bless the king, and all 
my honourable judges: they have done 
me no wrong; but 'tis I have done great 
wrong. The Lord be merciful to me, a 
great sinner, else I perish." 

••jtaju a -•Tga'.^Jig'Sf ^i^.'. 
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At times he seemed to despair, because 
he feai'ed that his repentance was not 
equal to his guilt; but then again his 
mind was occasionally warmed with the 
hope that his penitence was such as would 
lead to salvation. 

When at the place of execution, he 
acknowledged his crime, for which he 
professed the sincerest sorrow and repent- 
ance ; he begged pardon of God for having 
endeavoured, with presumptuous lies, to 
conceal those crimes, which were punished 
in this world, that his eternal punishment 
in the next might be avoided. He died 
full of contrition, penitence, and hope ; 
and suffered at Tyburn on the 18th of 
June, 1701. It was remarked that he 
kept his hand lifted up for a considerable 
time after the cart was drawn awav. 

and tlie plate, they hastily decamped 
leaving the street door open. 

This shocking mui'der and robbery is. 
came the general subject of conversation 
and no steps were left unattempted it 
order to apprehend the offenders, ulio 
were taken in a few days, when Peters 
was admitted an evidence for the crown 
and Grace Tripp was convicted at the 
age of nineteen years, and executed at 
Tyburn on the 27th of March, 1710. 

One cannot but lament that Peters, 
the greater culprit of the two—the actual 
murderer, in fact, should have avoided 
that punishment, by a means which so 
frequently screens the guilty, which lie 
justly merited. 

GEACE TRIPP. 

IN the perpetration of the horrid crime for 
which Grace Tripp suffered, the reader 
must be greatly shocked to find base per- 
fidy added to great cruelty in the breast 
of a female. In order to support the 
extravagance of a villain, with whom this 
wretched woman had secret amours, she 
betrayed her trust, and, in the hope of 
concealing the crime, caused her_ fellow- 
servant to be murdered. 

Grace Tripp was a native of Barton, 
in Lincolnshire ; and, after living as a 
servant at a gentleman's house in the 
country, she came to London, was some 
time in a reputable family, and then pro- 
cured a place in the house of Lord Tor- 
rington. During her stay in this last 
service she became connected with a man 
named Peters, who persuaded her to be 
concerned in robbing her master's house, 
promising to marry her as soon as the 
fact should be perpetrated. It was there- 
fore concerted between thenl; that she 
should let Peters into the house in the 
night, and that tliey should join in steal- 
ing and carrying ofl' the plate. 

Peters was accordingly admitted at the 
appointed time, when all the family, except 
the housekeeper, were out of town; but 
this housekeeper, hearing a noise, came 
into the room just as they had packed up 
the plate; on which Peterg seized her, 
and cut her throat, while' Tripp held the 
candle. This being done, they searched 
the pockets of the deceased, in whicli 
they found about 30 guineas; with whicli. 

THE PAESON'S DUTY PERFORMED BY 
THE BELLMAN. 

IN No. 13, page 102, we gave some verses 
which it was formerly the custom to repeat 
by way of advice to culprits under sentence 
of death in Newgate: the subjoined extract 
from Stowe's " Survey of London " shows 
that they ought to be repeated by a cler- 
gyman, and not by the bellman. 

" Robert Doue, Citizen and Merchant 
Tayler, gaue to the parish church of St 
Sepulchres, the somme of 50/. That after 
the seueral sessions of London, when tie 
prisonex-s remain in the gaole, as con- 
demned men to death, expecting execu- 
tion on the morrow following; the clarke 
(that is, the parson) of the church shoold 
come in the night time, and likewise early 
in the morning, to the window of tlie 
prison where they lye, and there ringing 
certain toles with a hand-bell, appointed 
for the purpose, he doth afterwards (in 
most Christian manner) put them in niW 
of their present condition and ensuiii; 
execution, desiring them to he prepared 
therefore as they ought to be. When 
they are in the cart, and brought before 
the wall of the church, there he staiidetli 
ready with the same bell, and after ca- 
tain toles rehearseth an appointed ftmer, 
desiring all the people there present to 
pray for them. The beadle also of Mer- 
chant Taylors' Hall hath an honest stipend 
allowed to see that this is duely done." 

London: Printed, for the Proprietor, ty Thom« 
Foale, 2, Upper Southampton Street, Pentonvi"'' 
and Published by WILLIAM MARK CLAK^. 
19, Warwick Lane; and J. PATTIE, High !>m«i 
Bloomsbury : and to be had of all Booksellers. 
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[sIIErPAUD ATTACKING  THE  KEilDLE OF ST.  GILES.] 

^0 public robber ever obtained a greater 
JtSvee of notoriety tban the man whose 
life and adventures we are now about 
l» record: no violator of the law had 
•lore'-hair-breadth escapes" than "Jack 
fcppard." He found employment for 
*e bar, the pulpit, and the stage. 

He was, indeed, for a considerable time, 
w principal subject of conversation in all 
"iiks of society. A pantomime entertain- 
*nt was brought forward at Drury Lane 
'Wre, called, " Harlequin Sheppard," 
"lerein his adventures, prison-breakings, 
'111 other extraordinary escapes were re- 
presented. Another dramatic work was 
P'lMishecl, as a farce of three acts, called 
'' fte Prison Breaker:  or, The Adven- 

tures of John Sheppard;" and a part of 
it, with songs, catches, and glees added, 
was performed at Bartholomew Fair, 
under the title of " The Quaker's Opera." 

John Sheppard was born in Spitalfields 
in the year 1702. His father, who was 
a carpenter, bore the character of an 
honest man ; yet he had another son, 
named Thomas, who, as well as Jack, 
turned out a thief. 

The father dying while the boys were 
very young, they were left to the care of 
the niother, who placed Jack at a school 
in Bishopsgate Street, where he remained 
two years, when he was apprenticed to 
a carpenter. He behaved with decency 
in this place for about four years, when, 

2Q 
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frequenting the Black Lion alehouse in ] 
Drury Lane, he became acquainted with 
some abandoned women, the principal of 
whom was Elizabeth Lyon, otherwise 
called Edgworth Bess, from the town of 
Edgworth, where she was born. 

While he continued to work as a car- 
penter, he often committed robberies in 
the houses in which he was employed, 
stealing tankards, spoons, and other ar- 
ticles, which he carried to Edgworth Bess; 
but not being suspected of having com- 
mitted these robberies, he at length re- 
solved to commence housebreaker. 

Exclusive of Edgworth Bess, he was 
acquainted with a woman named Maggot, 
who persuaded him to rob the house of 
Mr. Bains, a piece-broker, in White Horse 
Yard; and Jack having brought away a 
piece of fustian from thence, which he 
deposited in his trunk, went afterwards 
at midnight, took the bars out of the 
cellar-window, entered, and stole goods 
and money to the amount of 221., which 
he carried to Maggot. 

As Sheppard  did  not go home  that 
night, nor the following day, his master 
suspected  that he  had  made bad con- 
nexions ; and, searching his trunk, found 
the.piece of fustian that had been stolen ; 
but Sheppard, hearing of this, broke open 
his  master's house  in   the   night,   and 
carried off the fustian, lest it should be 
brought in evidence against him.    Shep- 
pard's master sending intelligence to Mr. 
Bains of what had happened, the latter 
looked over his goods, and, missing such 
a piece of fustian as had been described 
to him,  suspected  that Sheppard  must 
have been the robber, and determined to 
have him taken into custody; but Jack, 
hearing of the affair, went to him, and 
threatened   a   prosecution   for   scandal; 
alleging he  had received  the  piece  of 
fustian from his mother, who bought it 
for him in Spitalfields.   The mother, with 
a view to screen her son, declared that 
what he had asserted was true, though 
she could not point out or describe the 
place where she had made the purchase. 
Though this story was not credited, Mr. 
Bains did not take any farther steps in 
the affair. , 

Sheppard's master seemed willing to 
think well of him, and he remained some 
time longer in the family; but after as- 
sociating himself with the worst of com- 
pany,   and frequently staying   out   the 

whole night, his master and he quarreled, 
and the headstrong youth quite absconded 
in the last year of his apprenticeship, and 
became connected with a set of villains of 
Jonathan Wild's gang. 

Jack now worked as a journeyman 
carpenter, with a view to the easier com- 
mission of robbery ; and being employed 
to assist in repairing the house of a gen- 
tleman in May Fair, he took|an oppor- 
tunity of carrying off a sum of money, a 
quantity of plate, some gold rings, and 
four suits of clothes. 

Not long after this, Edgworth Bess was 
apprehended, and lodged in the round- 
house of the parish of St. Giles's, where 
Sheppard went to visit her ; and the 
beadle refusing to admit him, he knocked 
him down, broke open the door, and 
carried her off in triumph; an exploit 
wliich acquired him a high degree of 
credit with the women of abandoned 
character. 

In the month of August, 1723, Thomas 
Sheppard, brother to .Jack, was indicted 
at the Old Bailey for two petty offences, 
and, being convicted, was burnt in tlie 
hand. Soon after his discharge, he p^^ 
vailed on Jack to lend him 40s., ;and 
take him as a partner in his robberies, 
The first act they committed in concert, 
was the robbing a public-house in South- 
wark, whence they carried off some money 
and wearing apparel; but Jack permitted 
his brother to reap the whole advantage 
of this booty. 

Not long after this, the brothers, in 
conjunction with Edgworth Bess, broke 
open the shop of Mrs. Cook, a linen- 
draper in Clare Market, and carried off 
goods to the value of 55/.; and, in ksi 
than a fortnight afterwards, stole some 
articles from the house of Mr. Phillips, 
in Drury Lane. 

Tom Sheppard, on going to sell some 
of the goods stolen at Mrs. Cook's, mi 
apprehended and committed to Newgate, 
when, in the hope of being admitted an 
evidence, he impeached his brother anil 
Edgworth Bess, for whom a rigid U 
fruitless search was made. At leiig» 
James Sykes, otherwise called Hell and 
Fury, one of Sheppard's companions, 
meeting with him in St. Giles, enticed 
him into a public-house, in the hope »t 
receiving a reward for apprehending 1*, 
and while they were drinking, Sykes sent 
for a constable, who took Jack into cus- 
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lody, and cai-ried him before a magistrate, 
KIIO, after a sliort examination, sent liim 
to St. Giles's roundhouse : but he broke 
llirough the roof of that place in the night, 
and made his escape. 

A sliort time after this, as Sheppard 
jnd an associate, named Benson, were 
tiossing Leicester Fields, the latter en- 
Jeavoured to 'pick a gentleman's pocket 
(f his watch; but failing in the attempt, 
lie gentleman called out " A pickpocket!" 
on which Sheppard was taken and lodged 
in St. Ann's roundhouse, where he was 
visited by Edgworth Bess, who was de- 
tained on suspicion of being one of his 
accomplices. On the following day they 
were can'ied before a magistrate; and 
some persons appearing who charged 
them with felonies, they were committed 
to New Prison; and as they passed for 
liiisband and wife, they were permitted 
to lodge together in a room called New- 
gate Ward. 

Sheppard being visited by several of 
Ms acquaintance, some of them furnished 
liim with implements to make his escape; 
and early in the morning, a few days 
after liis commitment, he filed off his 
fetters, and having made a hole in the 
wall he took an iron bar and a wooden 
one out of the window ; but as the height 
from which he was to descend was twenty- 
he feet, he tied a blanket and sheet 
together, and making one of them fast 
to a bar in the window, Edgworth Bess 
first descended, and Jack followed her. 
Having reached the yard, they had still 
a wall of twenty-two feet high to scale ; 
but climbing up by the locks and bolts of 
tie great gate, they got quite out of the 
prison, and effected a safe escape. 

Sheppard's fame was greatly celebrated 
among the lower order of people by this 
raploit; and the thieves of St. Giles 
courted his company. Among the rest, 
Charles Grace, a cooper, begged that he 
Wild take him as an associate in his 
robberies, alleging as a reason for this 
request that the girl he kept was so 
extravagant that he could not support 
ker on the profits of his own thefts. 
Sheppard 'did not hesitate to make this 
Mw connexion; but at the same time 
said he did not admit of the partnership 
"ith a view to any advantage to himself, 
•t that Grace might reap the profits of 
leir depredations. 

Sheppard and Grace  making  an  ac- 

quaintance with Anthony Lamb, an ap- 
prentice to a mathematical instiliment- 
maker, near St. Clement's church, it was 
agreed to rob a gentleman who lodged 
with Lamb's master; and, at two o'clock 
in the morning. Lamb let in the other 
villains, who stole money and effects to a 
large amount. They put the door open, 
and Lamb went to bed to prevent sus- 
picion ; but, notwithstanding this, his 
master suspected him, and had him taken 
into custody, when he confessed the whole 
affairjhefore a magistrate, and, being com- 
mitted to Newgate, he was tried, coii\iicted, 
and received sentence of transportation. 

On the same day Thomas Sheppard (the 
brother of Jack) was indicted for break- 
ing open the dwelling-house of Mary Cook, 
and stealing her goods; and being con- 
victed he was also sentenced to trans- 
portation. 

Jack Sheppard not being in custody, 
he and Blueskin committed a number of 
daring robberies, and sometimes disposed 
of the stolen goods to William Field. 
Jack used to say that Field wanted 
courage to commit a robbery, though he 
was as great a villain as ever existed. 

Sheppard seems to have thought that 
courage consisted in villany; and if this 
were the case. Field had an undoubted 
claim to the character of a man of 
courage; for in October, 1721, he was 
tried upon four indictments, for felony 
and burglary; and he was an accomplice 
in a variety of robberies. He was like- 
wise, on another occasion, an evidence 
against one of his associates. 

Sheppard and Blueskin hired a stable 
near the Horseferry, in Westminster, in 
which they deposited their stolen goods, 
till they could dispose of them to the best 
advantage; and in this they put the 
woollen cloth which was stolen from Mr. 
Kneebone; for Sheppard was concerned 
in this robbery, and at the sessions held 
at the Old Bailey, in August, 1724, he 
was indicted for several offences, and, 
among the rest, for breaking and enter- 
ing the house of William Kneebone, and 
stealing one hundred and eight yards of 
woollen cloth, and other articles; and 
being capitally convicted he received 
sentence of death. 

Prior to this, Sheppard and Blueskin 
having applied to Field to look at these 
goods, and procure a customer for them, 
he promised to do so, nor was he worse 

'^ dr. 
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than his word; for in tlie night he broke 
open their warehouse, and stole the ill- 
gotten property, and then gave informa- 
tion against them to Jonathan Wild; in 
consequence of which they were appre- 
hended ; they were tried, as already stated, 
and on Monday, the 30th of August, 1724, 
a warrant was sent to Newgate for the 
execution of Sheppard, with other con- 
victs who were, like himself, under sen- 
tence of death. 

It is proper to observe that iii the old 
gaol of Newgate there was within the 
lodge a hatch, with large iron spikes, 
which hatch opened into a dark passage, 
whence there were a few steps into the 
condemned hold. The prisoners being 
permitted to come down to the hatch to 
speak with their friends, Sheppard, having 
been supplied with instraments, took an 
opportunity of cutting one of the spikes 
in such a manner that it might be easily 
broken off. On the evening of the above- 
mentioned 30th of August, two women of 
Sheppard's acquaintance going to visit 
liim, he broke off the spike; and thrust- 
ing his head and shotdders through the 
space, the women pulled him through, 
and he effected his escape, notwithstand- 
ing some of the keepers were at that 
time drinking at the other end of the 
lodge. 

On the day after his escape he went to 
a public-house in Spitalfields, when he 
sent for an old acquaintance, called Page, 
a butcher in Clare Market, and advised 
with him how to render his escape effec- 
tual for his future preservation. After 
deliberating on the matter, they agreed 
to go to Warnden, in Northamptonshire, 
where Page had some relations; and they 
had no sooner resolved than they made 
the journey; but Page's relations treating 
him with indifference, they returned to 
London, after being absent only about a 
week. 

On the night after their return, as they 
were walking up Fleet Street together, 
they saw a watchmaker's shop open, and 
only a boy attending : having passed the 
shop, they turned back, and Sheppard 
driving his hand through the window, 
stole three watches, with which they 
made their escape. 

Some of Sheppard's old acquaintance 
informing him that strict search was 
making after him, he and Page retired 
to Finchley, in hope of lying there con- 

cealed till the diligence of tlie gaol- 
keepers should relax; but the keepers 
of Newgate having intelligence of their 
retreat, took Sheppard into custody, and 
conveyed him to his old lodgings. 

Such steps were now taken as were 
deemed effectual to prevent his escape 
this time; as he was put into a strong 
room, called the Castle, handcuffed, 
loaded with a very heavy pair of irons, 
and chained to a staple fixed in the 
floor. 

The curiosity of the public being greatly 
excited by his former escape, he was 
visited by great numbers of people of all 
ranks, and scarcely any one left him 
without making him a present in money, 
though he would have more gladly re- 
ceived a file, a hammer, or a chisel; but 
the utmost care was taken that none of 
his visitors should furnish him with siicli 
implements. 

Notwithstanding this disadvantageons 
situation, Sheppard was continually em- 
ploying his thoughts on the means of 
effecting another escape. On the 14tli 
of October the sessions began at the Old 
BaUey, and the keepers being much en- 
gaged in attending the court he thought 
that they would have little time to visit 
him, and that such a juncture would be 
the most favourable to carry his plan 
into execution. 

About two o'clock in the afternoon of 
the following day, one of the keepers 
carried him his dinner; and having care- 
fully examined his irons, and finding them 
fast, he left him for the day. 

Some days before this Jack had found 
a small nail in the room, with which lie 
could, at pleasure, unlock the padlock 
that went from the chain to the staple in 
the floor; and in his own account of this 
transaction, he says, " that he was fre- 
quently about the room, and had several 
times slept on the barracks, when the 
keepers imagined he had not been out 
of his chair." 

The keeper had not left him more than 
an hour when he began his operations. 
He first took off his handcuffs, and then 
opened the padlock that fastened the 
chain to the staple. He next, by mere 
strength, twisted asunder a small link of 
the chain between his legs, and then draw- 
ing up his fetters as high as he could, 
he made them fast with his garters. 

lie then attempted to get up the cliim- 
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ney, but had not advanced far before he 
las stopped by an iron bar that went 
itross it; on which he descended, and 
fith a piece of his broken chain picked 
lilt the mortal', and moving a small stone 
11 two, about six feet from the floor, he 
jot out the iron bar, which was three 
i'eet long and an inch square, and proved 
very serviceable to him in his future 
proceedings. 

He in a short time made such a breach, 
as to enable him to get into the red room 
over the castle; and here he found a 
large nail, which he made use of in his 
farther operations. It was seven years 
since the door of this red room had been 
opened; but Sheppard wrenched off the 
lock in less than seven minutes, and got 
into the passage leading to the chapel. 
hi this place he found a door which was 
Wted on the opposite side; but making 
a hole through the wall, he pushed the 
Wt back, and opened the door. 

Arriving at the door of the chapel, he 
broke off one of the iron spikes, which 
te kept for his farther use, and he got 
into an entry between the chapel and the 
lower leads. The door of this entry was 
remarkably strong, and fastened with a 
large lock; and night now coming on 
Sheppard was obliged to work in the 
dark; notwithstanding which disadvan- 
tage, he forced open the box of the lock 
in half an hour, and opened the door: 
this, however, led him to another room 
still more difficult, for it was barred and 
bolted as well as locked; but he wrenched 
tlie fillet from the main post of the door, 
and the box and staples came off with it. 

It was now eight o'clock, and Sheppard 
found no farther obstruction to his pro- 
teedings; for he had only one other door 
to open, which, being bolted on the inside, 
»as opened without difiiculty, and he got 
«ver a wall to the upper leads. 

His next consideration was, how he 
should descend with the gi'eatest safety; 
and he found that the mrtst convenient 
place for him to alight on would be the 
tamer's house adjoining to Newgate; but 
Js It would have been very dangerous to 
liave jumped from such a height, he went 
lack for the blanket with which he used 
to cover himself, when he slept in the 
castle : he then endeavoured to fasten his 
stocking to the blanket to ease his descent; 
wt not being able to do so, he was com- 
pelled to use the blanket alone, which he 

made fast to the wall of Newgate with 
the spike he took out of the chapel, and 
sliding down he dropped on the turner's 
leads just as the clock was striking nine. 
It happened that the door of the garret 
next the turner's leads was open, on 
which he stole softly down two pair of 
stairs, and heard some company talking 
in a room. His irons chnking, a woman 
cried, " What noise is that ?" and a man 
answered, " Perhaps 'tis the dog, or cat." 

Sheppard, who was exceedingly fatigued, 
returned to the garret, and laid down for 
more than two hours; after which he 
crept down once more, as far as the room 
where the company were, when he heard 
a gentleman taking leave of the family, 
and saw the maid light him down stairs. 
As soon as the maid returned, he resolved 
to venture all hazards, and in stealing 
down stairs he stumbled against a cham- 
ber door; but instantly recovering himself 
he got into the street. 

By this time it was after twelve o'clock, 
and passing by the watch-house of St. 
Sepulchre he bid the watchman good- 
morrow ; then going up Holborn he 
turned down Gray's Inn Lane, and about 
two in the morning got into the fields 
near 'I'ottenham Court, where he took 
shelter in a place that had been a cow- 
house, and slept soundly about three 
hours. His fetters being still on, his 
legs were greatly bruised and swelled, 
and he dreaded the approach of daylight, 
by which he would be discovered. He 
had above 40s. in his possession, but he 
was afraid to send any person for assist- 
ance. 

At seven in the morning it began to 
rain hard, and continued to do so all day, 
so that no person appeared in the fields; 
and during this melancholy day he would, 
to use his own expression, " have given 
his right hand for a hammer, a chisel, and 
a punch." Night coming on, and being 
pressed by hunger, he ventured into a 
little chandler's shop in Tottenham Court 
Road, where he got a supply of bread 
and cheese, small beer, and some other 
necessaries, hiding his irons with a long 
great coat. He asked the woman of the 
house for a hammer; but she had no such 
utensil; on which be retired to the cow- 
house, where he slept that night, and 
remained all the next day. 

At night he went again to the chandler's 
shop,  supplied himself with  provisions, 

•P-itllH 
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and returned to his hiding-place. At six 
the next morning, which was Sunday, he 
began to beat the basils of his fetters with 
a stone, in order to bring them to an oval 
form, to slip his heels through. In the 
afternoon the master of the cow-house 
coming thither, and seeing his irons, said, 
" For God's sake, who are you?" Shep- 
pard said he was an unfortunate young 
fellow, who, having had a bastard child 
sworn to him, and not being able to give 
security to the parish for its support, had 
been sent to Bridewell, from whence he 
had made his escape. The man said, if 
that was all it did not much signify; but 
he did not care how soon he was gone, 
for he did not like his looks. 

Soon after he was gone Sheppard saw 
a journey-man shoemaker, to whom he 
told the same story of the bastard child, 
and offered him 20s. if he would procure 
a smith's hammer and a punch. The 
poor man, tempted by the reward, ac- 
cordingly procured them, and assisted 
him in getting rid of his irons, which 
work was completed by five o'clock in 
the evening. 

When night |came on, our adventurer 
tied a handkerchief about his head, tore 
his woollen cap in several places, and 
likewise tore his coat and stockings, so 
as to have the appearance of a beggar; 
and in this condition he went to a cellar 
near Charing Cross, where he supped on 
roasted veal, and listened to the conver- 
sation of the company, all of whom were 
talking of the escape of Sheppard. 

On the Monday he sheltered himself at 
a pubUc-house, of little trade, in Rupert 
Street; and conversing with the landlady 
about Sheppard, he told her it was impos- 
sible for him to get out of the kingdom; 
and the keepers would certainly have him 
again in a few days; on which the woman 
wished that a curse might fall on those 
who should betray him. Remaining in 
this place till evening, he went into the 
Haymarket, where a crowd of people were j 
surrounding two ballad singers, and lis- 
tening to a song made on his adventures 
and escape. 

On the next day he hired a garret in 
Newport Market, and soon afterwards, 
dressing himself like a porter, he went to 
Blackfriars, to the house of Mr. Applebee, 
printer of the dying speeches, and delivered 
a letter, in which he ridiculed the printer 
and the ordinary of  Newgate,  and in- 

closed a letter for one of the keepers of 
Newgate. 

Some nights after this he broke open 
the shop of Mr. Rawlins, a pawnbroker, 
in Drury Lane, from whom he stoic a 
sword, a suit of wearing apparel, some 
snnff-boxes, rings, watches, and other 
effects, to a considerable amount. 

Determining to make the appearance 
of a gentleman among his old acquaint- 
ance in Drury Lane and Clare Market, 
he dressed himself in a suit of black and 
a tie-wig, wore a ruffled shirt, a silver 
hilted sword, a diamond ring, and a gold 
watch, though he knew that diligent 
search was making after him at that 
very time. 

On the 31st of October he dined with 
two women at a public-house in Newgate 
Street, and about four in the afternoon 
they all passed under Newgate in a 
hackney-coach, having first drawn up 
the blinds. Going in the evening to a 
public-house, in May-pole Alley, Clare 
Market, Sheppard sent for his mother, 
and treated her with brandy, when the 
poor woman dropped on her knees and 
begged he would quit the kingdom, which 
he promised to do, btit had no intention 
of keeping his word. 

Being now grown valiant through an 
excess of liquor, he wandered from ale- 
houses to gin-shops in the neighbourhood 
till near twelve o'clock at night, when he 
was apprehended in consequence of the 
information of an ale-house boy who 
knew him. When taken into custody lie 
was quite senseless, from the quantity 
and variety of liquors he had drank, and 
was conveyed to Newgate in a coach, 
without being capable of making tlie least 
resistance, though he had two pistols then 
in his possession. 

His fame was now so much increased 
by his exploits that he was visited by 
great numbers of people, some of them 
of the highest quality. He endeavoured 
to divert them by a recital of the par- 
ticulars of many robberies in which lie 
had been concerned; and when any noble- 
men came to see him, he never failed to 
beg that they would intercede with the 
king for a pardon, to which he thought 
his singular dexterity gave him some 
pretensions. 

Having been already convicted, he was 
carried to the bar of the Court of Kings 
Bench on the 10th of November, and the 
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itord of his conviction being read, and 
11 afiidavit being made that he was the 
anie John Sheppard mentioned in the 
Ktord, sentence of death was passed on 
liffl by Mr. Justice Powis, and a rule of 
(Oiiit was made for his execution on the 
Monday following. 

He regularly attended the prayers in 
ie chapel; but though he behaved with 
kency there, he affected mirth before 
ie went thither, and endeavoured to pre- 
imt any degree of seriousness among the 
jlier prisoners  on  their  return.    Even 
ihen the day of execution arrived, Shep- 
prd did not appear to have given over 
ill expectations of eluding justice;  for 
laving been furnished with a penknife, 
leput it in his pocket, with a view, when 
lie melancholy procession came opposite 
litde Turnstile, to have cut the cord that 
bund his arms,  and,  throwing himself 
nt of the cart among the crowd, to have 
nin through the narrow passage where 
lie sheriff's officers could not follow on 
lorseback, by which he had no doubt he 
ilioiild make his escape by the assistance 
of the mob.    It is not impossible that 
Ills scheme might have succeeded; but 
Wore Sheppard left the press-yard, Wat- 
M, an officer, on searching his pockets, 
wild the knife, and was cut with it so as 
It occasion a great effusion of blood. 

Sheppard had yet a farther view to his 
preservation, even after execution; for he 
Jesired his friends to put him into a warm 
W as soon as he should be cut down, 
md try to open a vein, which he had been 
loM would restore him to life. 

He was removed on the 23d of Novem- 
Itf, 1724, to Tyburn, where he behaved 
Ah great decorum,  and confessed the 
isving committed two robberies for which 
k had been  tried  and  acquitted.    He 
siffeved in the twenty-third year of his 
'?e.   He died with difficulty, much pitied 
'y the surrounding multitude ; and when 
k was cut down, his body was delivered 
''his friends, who carried him to a public- 
ise in Long Acre, whence he was re- 
moved in the evening, and buried in the 
ttarchyard of St. Martin in the Fields. 

Thus closed the career of the notorious 
'ack Slieppard, a man unrivalled in the 
*ords of prison-breaking, if naught else. 
Hardened, too,  in  his repeated escapes 
'Nm the hands of justice, he neglected to 
iMil himself of a permanent escape by 
"itting the country. 

303 
NO 4. Naval and Military Torture. 

MILITARY DISCIPLINE. 
I NOW come to that ticklish subject, the 
punishments in the army; from amongst 
which it is now quite clear that that of 
flogging must be expunged, or that the 
discipline   must   be   destroyed,   by  the 
incessant complaints of the public with 
regard  to  the  flogging.    I  know  what 
this   affair is   as  well as  any  man in 
England.    I  have  drawn up, with my 
own  hand,   great numbers   of  charges 
upon which  men  have been tried and 
punished.    I have always been of opinion 
that, as a Member of Parliament, I should 
not give way to these popular complaints 
without solid grounds;  because,  having 
by the Mutiny Bill given  the power of 
inflicting this species of punishment, hav- 
ing   stipulated   for  this  as one  of  the 
conditions upon which the commissioned 
officers were to keep the men in order, it 
would be unjust in me to censure them 
for  having made  use  of these  means. 
But I hold it to be my duty to effect, if I 
can, a removal of this condition out of 
the Mutiny Bill, to refuse to give the 
power; and then it would be impossible 
for it to be abused.    Flogging is a most 
severe punishment; a human back one 
piece of lacerated flesh, blood  running 
into the shoes, may truly be called inhu- 
man.    At the flogging of a man, I have 
frequently seen seven or eight men fall 
slap upon the ground, unable to endure 
the sight and to hear the cries without 
swooning away.   We used to lift them 
back a little way, take off their stocks, 
and unbutton their shirt-collars, and they 
came to after a little while.   These were 
as stout,  hardy, and bold men as were 
anywhere to be found. 

During the war against France, nothing 
seemed to be unlawful that the Govern- 
ment chose to have done; and my treat- 
ment showed what the danger was of 
complaining of the flogging of soldiers; 
though the case was such as to justify 
any language made use of in the way of 
complaint; for here were lads called local 
militia-men, forced from their homes: 
their oflicers had detained the money 
from them in express violation of the Act 
of Parliament: they would not march till 
they got the money; and this was called 
mutiny; for which they were flogged 
under a guard of Hanoverian soldiers, 
sent for from Bury St. Edmund's, they 
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themselves being at Elj'. Now, to what 
a depth of slavery must that nation have 
arrived, in which a man was to endure a 
two years' imprisonment in a felon's gaol, 
pay a thousand pounds' fine at the end of 
the time, to be held to bail afterwards for 
seven years, because he dared to complain 
of a thing like this. The nation was, in 
short, during that war, in the deepest hell 
of slavery. Now, indeed, men speak out 
on this subject; and their feelings bid 
them say that their countrymen shall no 
longer be flogged. But, though I shall 
oppose this practice of flogging with all 
my might, I will not join with any man 
who will not oppose it in the Mutiny Bill 
itself. Let us withhold the power to flog; 
not give it first, and then complain of its 
being exercised. Soldiers are now every- 
where : they are, too, quite a diflierent 
sort of creatures to what they were forty- 
five years ago: they had hats upon their 
heads; they had coats of the usual length ; 
they could unbutton the facings, and but- 
ton the coats across; their breasts were 
open, and you could see their shirts; they 
wore stockings, and stockings of any colour 
except they were on duty. They were not 
trussed-up things like a wild-fowl for the 
spit: they were all stout; and, taken by 
weight, worth twice their number of the 
present day. There were three barracks 
in the kingdom, instead of a hundred and 
two. With the French war began the 
Prussian, Austrian, Russian, and Devil- 
knows-what dresses and discipline; and 
that everlasting restraint which seems to 
be the chief thing on which their rulers 
now pride themselves; and which is a 
thing so detested by soldiers that they 
will break through it, even at the expense 
of flogging. But here we touch upon 
another encroachment of the aristocracy 
(always including the parsons); namely, 
the excluding of soldiers from the possi- 
hility of becoming commissioned officers. 
When I was in the army, the Adjutant- 
General, Sir William Fawcett, had been 
a private soldier; General Slater, who 
bad then recently commanded the Guards 
in London, had been a private soldier; 
Colonel Picton, whom I saw at the head of 
his fine regiment (the 12th, at Chatham), 
had been a private soldier; Captain Green, 
who first had the command of me, had 
been a private soldier. In the garrison 
of Halifax there were no less than seven- 
teen officers who bad been private soldiers. 

In my own regiment the Quarter-master 
had been a private soldier; the Adjutant 
who was also a Lieutenant, had been a 
private soldier. No man of sense need 
be told what powerful motive there was 
here for good conduct in the soldiers; for 
the acquirement of skill and adroitness 
amongst the non-commissioned officers, 
and for the maintenance of discipline ly 
them. No one need he told of the im- 
mense effect of the experience of this 
description of officers, who were, of neces- 
sity, the most skilful, the most prudent, 
the most punctual; who, by their example, 
as well as by their knowledge, formed tlic 
great source for instructing those officers 
who had not been bred to arms. Wise 
and just as this was, however, it did not 
suit the aristocracy and the parsons, who 
had a parcel of sons and other relations 
and dependants that stood in need of the 
commission and the pay of these officers 
from the ranks. To get at these commis- 
sions and this pay, that thing called a 
Military Academy was erected upon Bag- 
shot Heath, at the expense, to the people 
of this nation, of not less, first and last, 
than two millions of money; and as soon 
as these young sprigs of tlie aristocracy 
and the parsons had arrived in sufficient 
number, at an age fixed on for the pur- 
pose, they were taken to fill up the vacant 
posts in the army; and a rule was laid 
down, that no new officer should come into 
the army hereafter, who had not come out 
of that Academy, which rule is still most 
rigidly adhered to. And thus were the in- 
dustrious classes taxed to furnish an edu- 
cation to the relations and dependants of 
the parsons and the aristocracy, in order 
that these relations and dependants might 
prevent the sons of this tax-paying and 
industrious class from ever becoming com- 
missioned officers in the army! ^o" 
think, perhaps, that your ti-ussed-up wild- 
fowl do not perceive this. They do per- 
ceive it, and talk of it, too; and they 
give as pretty a name to these Academy 
chickens as you would wish to hear pro- 
nounced ; and, mind, it is out of tliis wsi 
that are now to come the men who are to 
order English soldiers to be fiogged.- 
COBBETT. 
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THE BANEFUL EFFECTS OF AVARICE AS SHOWN IN THE CONDUCT 
OF JOHN YOUNG. 

[ARREST OF 

THERE lias seldom occurred a more extra- 
oidinary case than that of Serjeant-major 
mil Paymaster John Young, the subject 
of the present chapter. The methods he 
took to avoid his fate, and the desperate 
'esistance he made against being carried 
j» execution, are, we believe, unparalleled 
•0 criminal chronology. The services he 
lad rendered to the state could not, how- 
"«', palliate his crime," which closed every 
'venue of mercy through his sovereign. 

John Young was born of a Protestant 
iiraily at Belfast, in Ireland, and received 
jlibetal education. At the usual time of 
mlie was apprenticed to a linen-draper 
'hiding in the town in which he was 
•'n; and when he had served about 
""ee years, his master died; on which. 

JOHN YOUNG.] 

the widow declining business, he engaged 
as clerk to a wholesale dealer, whose goods 
were principally sent to the London mar- 
ket and Chester fair. He remained with 
this employer till he arrived at manhood; 
when he soon absconded, in consequence 
of one of his master's servant-maids prov- 
ing with child by him. He intended to 
settle in Dublin, but in his way to that 
city he met with a recruiting party be- 
longing to the 4th regiment of foot, who 
urged him to drink till he became intoxi- 
cated, and then prevailed upon him to 
enlist. 

Young, being handsome in person, and 
accomplished in manners, was soon dis- 
tinguished by his officers, who upon __the 
first vacancy promoted him to he a ser- 
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jeant. He marched from Touvnay to join 
his regiment at Ghent, in Flanders, and 
arrived but a few days preceding that on 
which the terrible battle of Fontenoy was 
fought. His behaviour in that action 
was greatly commended by his officers, 
who, upon the return of the regiment to 
Ghent, conferred upon him many marks 
of particular respect, and appointed him 
paymaster to the company to which he 
belonged. 

The regiment in which Young was a 
Serjeant was one of those ordered into 
Scotland, for the purpose of suppressing 
the rebellion, which broke out soon after 
the battle of Fontenoy; but, as a con- 
siderable loss of private men had been 
sustained, he was ordered to go upon the 
recruiting service to Chester, Manchester, 
Liverpool, and other places. 

The recruits engaged by Young were 
paid the bounty-money without the least 
deduction, and he would not encourage 
them to spend any part of it in an extra- 
vagant or useless manner. In the space 
of four months he raised one hundred 
and fifty men; and it is presumed that 
the strict integrity of his conduct greatly 
promoted his success. Upon joining his 
regiment in Scotland, his officers advanced 
him to the post of serjeant-nia,jor, as a 
reward for his services. At the battle 
of Falkirk he put several of the rebels 
to death with his halbert, and behaved 
in other respects with remarkable intre- 
pidity. 

Upon the command of the army being 
assumed by the Duke of Cumberland, the 
regiment to which Young belonged was 
ordered to march to the North. On 
account of the singular bravery they dis- 
played at the battle of Culloden, and the 
great slaughter of men, this regiment was 
not ordered to return to Flanders, but 
permitted to remain in Scotland. 

Upon tranquillity being re-established 
in the Highlands, the 4th regiment was 
ordered to perform duty in Edinburgh 
Castle, and Young was despatched to 
Bristol upon a recruiting expedition. 
He enlisted a considerable number of 
men at Bristol, and on his return to 
Scotland his officers complimented him 
with a handsome present. He was now 
sent to obtain recruits in Yorkshire; and 
while at Sheffield, in that county, he 
engaged in a criminal intercouse witli 
the wife of an innkeeper, who, when he 

was preparing to depart, secreted property 
to a considerable amount, and followed 
lier lover to Scotland. In a short time 
the innkeeper came to Edinburgh in 
search of his wife, and complained in 
passionate terms of the cruel and treach- 
erous treatment he had received. The 
nature of his connexion with the woman 
being made public. Young appeared to 
be greatly disconcerted whenever he met 
with persons to whom he supposed the 
matter had been communicated; but, in 
justice to his character, we must obsen-e 
that, so far from encouraging the woman 
to rob her husband, he was entirely igno- 
rant of everything relating to that matter 
till her husband's arrival in Edinburgh. 

Notwitlistanding the above affair,Yomij 
was still held in much esteem by his 
officers; and in a short time the regiment 
was ordered to proceed to the North, and 
remained in the royal barracks at Inver- 
ness for about twelve months. 

Young being both serjeant-major and 
paymaster, many notes on the Bank of 
Scotland necessarily came into his pos- 
session. While looking over some of 
these notes in the guard-room, a man 
named Parker, whom he had enlisted in 
England, observed, that if he had a feiv 
tools he could engrave a plate for counter- 
feiting the notes on the Edinburgh Bant 
Young seemed to give but little attention 
to what the other said; but took him to 
an ale-house on the following day, and 
requested an explanation as to the manner 
of executing the scheme he had suggested. 
Parker informed him, that, besides engrav- 
ing an exact resemblance of the letters 
and figures, he could form a machine for 
printing such notes, as should not be 
known from those of the Scotch bank. 
In short. Young hired a private apart- 
ment for Parker, and supplied him with 
every implement necessary for carryinj 
the iniquitous plan into effect; and, n 
a short time, some counierfeit notes wen 
produced, bearing a near resemblance l» 
the real ones ; and upwards of six months 
elapsed before the fraud was detected. 

Orders being issued for the regiment H 
march to England, Young deternnined H 
procure cash for as many notes as possible 
previous to his departure from Inverness, 
knowing that in the southern parts tbe 
forgery would be liable to immediate de- 
tection. With this view, he applied t» 
Mr.  Gordon, who  was  concerned ui > 
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(otking-manufactory at Aberdeen, and 
iievailed upon him to give 60/. in cash 
!)i notes expressing to be of the same 
line. 
On his journey from Inverness, Mr. 

iordon parted with several of the notes 
il different places; but upon reaching 
lljerdeen, an advertisement in the news- 

convinced him that he had been 
ieceived. In consequence of this Mr. 
Sordon wrote to the sheriff of Inverness, 
ilo immediately toolcYoung into custody, 
jl found in his possession three hundred 
lotes, and the copper-plate from which 
iff had been printed. 
Parker was admitted an evidence for 

lie crown, and Young was removed to 
EJinburgh for trial before the high court 
ifjusticiary. After a trial that lasted a 
lUc day. Young was pronounced to be 
jiilty, and sentenced to suiFer death. 
H'liile this malefactor was under con- 

iienient, he would not consent to be 
lisited by the clergy, though several, from 
lotives of humanity, were desirous of 
lanj their endeavours to prepare him for 
riemity. He was informed by his fellow- 
fifoners, that if he could procrastinate 
iiexecution beyond the appointed time 

would of necessity be preserved; 
In that the crown law of Scotland de- 
ilired, that condemned prisoners should 
feexecuted between two and four o'clock 
Il tlie days expressed. Being ignorant 
•ttlie law, the unhappy man was amused 
*t this story; and, hoping to escape 
•ishment, he secured the strong iron 
ior of the room in which he was con- 
iitd in such a manner, that when the 
tiolcr came, in order to conduct him to 
if place of execution, he could not gain 
Pittance. 
Upwards of fifty carpenters, smiths, 

"sons, and other artificers were em- 
M to open a passage, but they all 
Uined undertaking a business which 
«)• deemed to be impracticable ; and 
*)' were unanimously of opinion, that 
''aperture could not be made in the 
"11 without    endangering   the   whole 

Matters being thus circumstanced, the 
*i-provost and the rest of the magis- 
*s assembled at the prison, and, after 
'ng debate, it was determined to form 
|> opening to the room by breaking 
'*gh the floor of that immediately 
^^'   The  opening  being  made,  the 

prisoner leaped up, and, seizing a musket 
from one of the.city guards, declared, 
with an oath, that if any man attempted 
to molest him he would dash out his 
brains. Six of the soldiers, however, 
suddenly descended, and one of them 
received a terrible blow from the prisoner; 
but he was, immediately after, secured 
by the other five, and executed in Edin- 
burgh on the 19th of December, 1748. 

CONVICTION OF RICHARD THORNILL, ESQ., 
OF MANSLAUGHTER IN DUELLING. 

THE abhorred and sanguinary practice of 
duelling offers to the understanding, in 
the influence it is found to have over 
strong and enlightened minds, a paradox 
most bewildering and humiliating. While 
reason and common sense exclaim against 
the folly of duelling ; while religion 
strongly condemns its iniquity; while 
the laws of a nation load it with penal- 
ties, and rank it as a foul crime; while 
the popular cry is loud against its mis- 
chiefs, and no one is hardy enough to 
defend it; we daily hear that men of the 
first rank in society make this appeal to 
violence, fearless of legal prevention and 
legal penalties. Iiusbands and fathers 
leave their wives and children in their 
morning's slumbers, stealing from their 
lillows, to obey the dictates of a false 
lonour; and too often, as their families 

rise from their beds, are they presented 
witli the bleeding bodies of those who 
had been their protectors. 'VVe see, too, 
seconds in this scene of blood, retaihng, 
with daring effrontery, in the public 
prints, the particulars of the cruel en- 
counter. 

In some of the republican slates of 
America these outrages to all the parties 
are punished with confiscation of their 
lands, and banishment, even on proof of 
sending or accepting a challenge; but, 
having the means of evading this severe 
but wholesome law, the Americans appear 
more eager, than otherwise, to settle their 
quarrels by duel. To accomplish their 
inhuman and unlawful purpose, they 
generally journey into another state, 
where, as each enacts its own laws, the 
murderers generally escape punishment, 
and save their lands, which cannot be 
confiscated for an offence committed out 
of their own state's jurisdiction. Some- 
times they travel into Canada, that they 

i% 
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May indulge their malice in violation of 
the British laws : an instance of this kind 
we subjoin. " Messrs. Blake and Dix, 
residents at Boston, determined to settle 
an affair of honour by duel. They re- 
paired to Canada. The distance was to 
be ten paces the first fire, and to approxi- 
mate two paces till one or the other fell! 
They both fired together, and Blake's ball 
entered the lungs of Dix: Dix's ball grazed 
the cheek of Blake. Before Dix fell, he 
said to his second, ' Give me the other 
pistol, that I may hit him; for I find he 
has winged me.' The second, finding he 
was wounded, stepped up to support him, 
but he fell, and immediately expired." 

In many other parts of the world, 
duelling meets with severer punishment 
than that inflicted by the laws of England. 
The lands of the murderer, at least, should 
be divided between the injured country 
and. the miserable family of the fallen. 
The English laws prepare, perhaps, an 
adequate punishment for every offence 
except duelling, for which the murderer 
too often escapes with impunity. 

In addition to the horrors which this 
practice, unworthily styled " fashionable 
satisfaction," creates, it generally takes 
place among friends of long standing. 
Such were, previous to this dreadful 
quarrel, Sir Cholmondeley Deering (the 
victim in this case) and Mr. Thornhill, 
who had dined together on the 7th of 
April, 1711, in company with several 
other gentlemen, at the Toy, at Hampton 
Court, where a quarrel arose, which 
occasioned the unhappy catastrophe that 
afterwards happened. 

During the quarrel Sir Cholmondeley 
struck Mr. Thornhill: a scuffle ensuing 
the wainscot of the room broke down; 
and Thornhill falling, the other stamped 
on him, and beat out some of his teeth. 
The company now interposing. Sir Chol- 
mondeley, convinced that he had acted 
improperly, declared that he was willing 
to ask pardon; but Mr. Thornhill said, 
that asking pardon was not a proper 
satisfaction for the injury that he had 
received; adding, " Sir Cholmondeley, 
you know where to find me." Soon 
after this the company broke up, and 
the disputants went home in diflferent 
coaches, without any farther steps being 
taken towards their reconciliation. 

On the 9th of April, Sir Cholmondeley 
•went to a coffee-house at Kensington and 

asked for Mr. Thornhill, who was not 
there; in consequence of which he went 
to Mr. Tbornhill's lodgings, and the ser- 
vant showed him to the dining-room, to 
which he ascended with a brace of pistols 
in his hands; and soon afterwards Mr. 
Thornhill, coming to him, asked him if 
he would drink tea, which he declined, 
but drank a glass of small beer. 

After this the gentlemen orderecl a 
hackney-coach, in which they went to 
Tothill Fields, and there advanced to- 
wards each other, in a resolute maimer, 
and fired their pistols almost at the same 
moment. 

Sir Cholmondeley, being wounded mor- 
tally, fell to the ground; and Mr. Thorn- 
hill, after lamenting the unhappy catas- 
trophe, was going away, when a person 
stopped him, told him he had been giiiltv 
of murder, and took him before a justice 
of the peace, who committed him to 
prison. 

On the 18th of May, 1711, RicharJ 
Thornhill, Esq., was indicted at the Old 
Bailey "Sessions, for the murder of Sir 
Cholmondeley Deering. In the course 
of the trial, the above recited facts were 
proved, and a letter was produced, of 
which the following is a copy: 

" April 8th, 1711. 
SIR—I shall be able to go abroad to- 

morrow morning, and I desire you iviU 
give me a meeting, with your sword and 
pistols, which I insist on. The worthy 
gentleman who brings you this will con- 
cert with you the time and place. I think 
Tothill Fields will do well; Hyde Park 
will not, at this time of year, being full 
of company. 

" 1 am 
" Your humble Servant, 

" RiCHARB THORNHIU.' 

Mr. ThornhiU's servant swore that lie 
believed this letter to be his master's 
hand-writing; but Mr. Thornhill hoped 
the jury would not pay any regard to 
this testimony, as the boy acknowledged 
in court that he never saw him write. 

Mr. Thornhill called several witnesses 
to prove how ill he had been used by Sir 
Cholmondeley, that he had languished 
some time of the wounds he had received, 
during which he could take no other sus- 
tenance than liquids, and that his lifei• 
in imminent danger. , 

Several persons of distinction testiW 
that Mr. Thornhill was of a peaceable 
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sition, and that, on the contrarj', the 

imased was of a remarkably quarrel- 
jine temper. On behalf of Mr. Thorn- 
i, it was farther deposed, that Sir Chol- 

deley being asked if he came by his 
iirt tlirough unfair usage, lie replied, 
•Ko: poor Thornhill! I am sorry for 
Sni; this misfortune was my own fault, 
•id of my own seeking. I heartily for- 
;ive him, and desire you all to take notice 

it, that it may be of some service to 
iiin, and that one misfortune may not 
Kcasiou another." 

The jury acquitted Mr. Thornhill of 
ie murder, but found him guilty of 
aslaughter; in consequence of which 
ii was burnt in the hand. 

THOMAS ESTRICK 
11.11 born in the borough of Southwark 
ii the year 1676. His father was a 
itrier, and instructed him in his own 
lisiness; but the boy showed a very 

attachment to pleasures and grati- 
talions above his age, and incompatible 
titli liis situation. When the time of his 
ipprenticeship expired he was of too un- 
ttlled a disposition to follow his business, 
• tonsequence of which he engaged in 
ie service of a gentleman of fortune at 
Hitkney; but he had not been long in 
is place when his master was robbed of 
jlitei and other valuable effects, to the 
line of above 80/. The fact was, that 
tslrick had stolen these effects; but such 
w the ascendancy that he had obtained 
"ff his master, and such the baseness 
'kis own disposition, that he had art 
Wugh to impute the crime to one of the 
-Want-maids, who was turned out of the 
•se, with all the odium of unmerited 
'grace. 
Estrick, quitting this service, took a 
h in Cock Alley, near Cripplegate 
•rcji, where he carried on the business 
'rtichhewas bred; and while in this 
Mm he courted a girl of reputation, to 
*m he was soon afterwards married. 
"liould be remarked that he had been 
*ligated to rob his master at Hackney 
?some young fellows of a profligate dis- 
•*'ioii; and he had not been married 
*ethan half-a-year when these disso- 
* companions threatened to give him 
^'"justice if he refused to bribe them 
*'Mp the secret. Estrick, terrified at 
"thoughts of a prosecution, gave them 

his note of hand for the sum they de- 
manded, but when the note became due 
he was unable to pay it; on which he was 
arrested. He lay some time in prison, 
but at length obtained his liberty in defect 
of the prosecution of the suit. 

As soon as he was at large he went to 
lodge with a person who kept his former 
house in Cock Alley; but, on taking pos- 
session of his lodgings, he found that a 
woman, who lodged and died in the room 
during his absence, had left a box con- 
taining cash to the amount of about 90/. 

Having possessed himself of this sum, 
he opened a shop in Long Alley, Moor- 
fields; but his old associates having pro- 
pagated a report to the prejudice of his 
character, he thought he should not be 
safe in that situation; and he therefore 
took shipping for Holland, having pre- 
viously disposed of his effects. On his 
arrival in Holland he found no oppor- 
tunity of employing his little money to 
any advantage; and, after spending the 
greater part of it, he returned to his 
native country. 

Not long after his return he found him- 
self reduced to great distress, on which 
he had recourse to a variety of illegal 
methods to supply his necessities. He 
was guilty of privately stealing, was a 
housebreaker, a streetrobber, and a high- 
wayman. In a short time, however, the 
career of his wickedness was at an end. 

He was apprehended, tried, and con- 
victed ; in consequence of wliich he was 
executed at Tyburn on the 10th of March, 
1703, before he had attained the age of 
twenty-seven years. 

WILLIAM ELBY 

WAS born in the year 1667, at Deptford, 
in Kent, and served his time with a block- 
maker, at Rotherhithe, during which he 
became acquainted with some women of 
ill fame. After the expiration of his term 
of apprenticeship, he kept company with 
young fellows of such bad character that 
he found it necessary to enter on board a 
ship of war to prevent any fatal conse- 
quences. Having returned from sea, he 
enlisted as a soldier; but while in this 
situation he committed many small thefts, 
in order to support the women witli whom 
he was connected. At length he deserted 
from the army, assumed a new name, and 
prevailed on some of his companions to 
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engage in housebreaking. Detection soon 
terminated his career; and he was in- 
dicted for robbing the house of Mr. Barry, 
and murdering his gardener. 

Elby, it seems, having determined on 
robbing the house, arrived at Fulham 
soon after midnight. He had wrenched 
open one of the windows, at which he 
was getting in, when the gardener, awak- 
ing, came down to prevent the intended 
robbery. As the gardener had a light in 
his hand, Elby, terrified lest he should be 
known, seized a knife, and stabbed him 
to the heart, of which wound the poor 
man fell dead at his feet. This done, he 
broke open a chest of drawers, and stole 
about 2501., with which he immediately 
repaired to his associates in London. 

Though this man, naturally inclined to 
gaiety, dressed in a style much above 
people of his profession in general, yet, 
being now in possession of a greater sum 
of money than usual, those who knew 
him suspected that it could not have been 
honestly obtained; and as evei-y one was 
now talking of the horrid murder that 
had been committed at Fulham, the idea 
immediately occurred that it had been 
perpetrated by Elby, particularly as he 
began to abound in cash at this critical 
juncture. 

Elby now frequented a public-house in 
the Strand, where, being casually in com- 
pany, the robbery and murder became 
the subject of conversation. Elby there- 
upon turned pale; and seeing one of the 
company go out of the room, he was so 
terrified that he immediately ran out of 
the house, without paying the reckoning. 
Soon after he was gone a person called 
for him ; but as he was not there, he said 
he would go to his lodgings. The land- 
lord, enraged that the reckoning had not 
been paid, demanded where he lived, 
which was told him ; and being remarked 
by the person who called, he was taken 
into custody the next day, and committed 
on suspicion of the robbery and murder. 

On his trial he steadily denied the per- 
petration of the crimes with which he was 
charged, and his conviction would have 
been very doubtful had not a woman, 
with whom he cohabited, become an 
evidence, and swore that he came from 
Fulham with the money the morning 
after the commission of the fact. 

Some other persons likewise deposed, 
that they saw him come out of Mr. Barry's 

house on the morning the murder wai 
committed; but as they did not knoiv 
what had happened they had entertained 
no suspicion of him. 

The jury deeming this circumstance 
sufficient to convict him, Elby receivej 
sentence of death ; and having been exe- 
cuted at Fulham on the 13th of Septem- 
ber, 1704, he was afterwards hung in 
chains near the place where the crime 
was committed. 

EOGER LOWEN 

WAS a native of Hanover, where he was 
born about the year 1667. He was edu- 
cated in the principles of the Lutheran 
religion; and his father being hunts- 
man to the Duke of Zell, that prince sent 
young Lowen into France, to obtain the 
qualifications of a gentleman; and, on 
his return from his travels, he was one 
of the pages under the duke's master of 
the horse. 

Coming over to England when he was 
between twenty and thirty years of age, 
the Duke of Shrewsbury patronised hiin 
and procured hira a place; and having 
thus obtained something like a settlement, 
he married a young English woman, with 
whom he lived in an affectionate manner 
for a considerable time; but in the year 
1697, on his going abroad to attend King 
William at the treaty of Ryswick, he left 
Mrs. Lowen with her cousin, who was 
married to Mr. Richard Lloyd, of Turn- 
ham Green. 

When Lowen returned from Holland, 
he became, with what justice we cannot 
say, extremely jealous of his wife, and he 
pretended to have received incontestiUe 
proof of her criminal conversation wHh 
Mr. Lloyd, for the murder of whom he 
was indicted at the Old Bailey on the 
20th of September, 1706, and was tried 
by a jury composed equally of English- 
men and foreigners. 

In the course of the evidence, it ?P' 
peared that, on the evening of the day 
preceding that on which the murder was 
committed, Lowen invited Lloyd and his 
wife to dine with him on the following 
day; that Mr. Lloyd being obliged to go 
to Acton, did not come very early; »' 
which Lowen expressed a consideraolf 
degree of uneasiness; that when he came, 
Lowen introduced him into the parlour, 
with  great  apparent  civility;  that M'. 
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dlis 

tog" 
yi"' 

caiMi 
;rlouri 
t Mr. 

Sold put his sword into a corner of the 
•jB, some time after which Lowen in- 
(ed him into the garden, to see his 
iinls; after which they came together 
]lo the house, appearing to be good 
ieiids, and Lowen desired his wife to 
iien the dinner; that while she went 
obey his directions, Lowen drew Mr. 

liyd's sword a little way out of the scab- 
li, as if admiring it, and asked who 
IB his cutler? and that while the de- 
sed stood with his hands behind him, 
wen, stamping with his foot, drew the 
iwd quite out of the scabbard, and 
afcd Mr. Lloyd through the back; on 
ilitli his wife (who was present at this 
irid transaction) said to him, " Speak 
we, my dear! " He was unable to do 
s; but having lifted up his eyes, he 
loaned twice, and then expired. 

Mr. Hawley, a justice of the peace in 
neighbourhood, passing by at the 

iilant, Mrs. Lloyd acquainted him with 
had happened; on which he exa- 

1 the prisoner, who confessed his 
ilention of having conamitted the mur- 
tr sooner, and was only concerned lest 
sikadnot killed Mr. Lloyd. 
The particulars respecting the murder 

king proved to the satisfaction of the 
ir)', Lowen was convicted, and sentenced 
lieath; in consequence of which he was 
-nged at Turnham Green on the 25th 
lOctober, 1706. 
While he lay under sentence of death, 

'was attended by Messrs. Idzai"di and 
iiperti, two divines of his own country, 
<lo were assiduous to convince him of 
l» itvocity of the crime which he had 
•initted; and he became a sincere 
witcnt, confessing, with his last breath, 
•t crime he had committed in shedding 
»cent blood. 

WILLIAM BURK. 

'•IS individual, though born of parents 
'poor that they were glad to get him 
* a charity-school, had a fair chance 
" lecoming a useful member of society. 
,"le doubt can be entertained that the 
*of mothers, by a too great and too 
"o indulgence to their children, which 
*yeall kindness, was the primary cause 
*« led this man to his wretched fate. 
*e unreflecting women, by mistimed 
••hess, would have their children, while 
*} should be in search of a honest live- 

lihood, still at home; or, to use the vulgar 
expression, " still within the length of 
their apron-strings." It is rare, indeed, 
to find a gi-eat boy, pampered by the 
mother, possessing the rare qualities of a 
good boy : over-indulgence to a youth at 
home unnerves him when abroad; and, 
subject to no control, he becomes insolent, 
weak, and contemptible to strangers. 

William Burk was born in the parish 
of St. Catherine, and near the Tower of 
London. His temper, it was alleged, was 
bad when a boy; but who of us was not 
early wayward, until precept and correc- 
tion taught us better? but it was also 
admitted that the mother, by ill-judged 
fondness and indulgence, made it much 
worse. 

Having reached the eleventh year of 
his age, he was guilty of some faults that 
required severe chastisement, after the 
receipt of which he ran away from school, 
and went to the water-side, inquiring for 
a station on board a ship. A man observ- 
ing his inclination, took him down to 
the Nore, and put him on board the 
Salisbury man of war. 

The mother, learning where her darling 
boy was gone, followed him on board the 
ship, and endeavoured to prevail on him 
to return, but in vain; for the youth was 
obstinately bent on a seafaring life. 

In about a fortnight tlie ship sailed for 
Jamaica, and during the voyage had an 
engagement with a Spanish galleon,which 
she took after a bloody and obstinate 
fight, in which young Burk was wounded. 
After this they met with another galleon, 
which they took without the loss of a 
man; but a woman, the only one on 
board, having the curiosity to look on 
the deck, lost her life by a chain-shot, 
which severed her head from lier body. 
The common men shared 15/. each prize- 
money on these captures; but some of 
the principal officers got sufficient to 
make them easy for life. 

The ship was stationed for three years 
in the West Indies, during which Burk 
learnt the art of stealing everything that 
he could secrete without detection. At 
Jamaica there was a woman who had 
been transported from Newgate some 
years before, and who, having married a 
planter who soon died, was left in affluent 
circumstances, which led her to keep a 
tavern. Wanting a white servant, she 
prevailed on the captain to let Will attend 
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her customers. The boy was pleased with 
his new situation, and might have con- 
tinued in it as long as he was on the 
island; but he could not refrain from 
defrauding his mistress; but she, who had 
been herself a thief, soon detected him; 
upon which he fell on his knees, and 
begged pardon, which was granted as to 
any legal proceedings; but he was ordered 
to depart the house immediately. 

Alarmed at the danger from which he 
had escaped, he seems to have formed a 
temporary resolution to live honestly in 
future, and with that view he shipped him- 
self for Maryland,where a merchant would 
have employed him, but the captain he 
sailed with would not permit him to 
accept the offer. Hence he made a 
voyage to the coast of Guinea, where he 
had a very narrow escape of his being 
murdei'ed by the natives, who killed seve- 
ral of his shipmates. 

On the return of the ship from Guinea 
to England, the weather was so bad that 
they were five months on their voyage to 
the port of Bristol, during which they 
suffered innumerable hardships. Their 
provisions were so reduced that they were 
almost famished, the allowance of each 
man for a whole day being not so much 
as he could eat at two mouthfuls; and at 
length they were obliged to fast five days 
successively. They, however, reached the 
port in safety; and, notwithstanding the 
miseries they had endured, the captain 
resolved on another voj'age to Guinea, in 
which Burk accompanied him. Having 
purchased a number of slaves, they set 
sail for the West India islands ; but during 
the voyage, the negroes concerted a scheme 
to make themselves masters of the ship, 
and would have probably carried it into 
execution but that one of their associates 
betrayed them, in consequence of which 
they were more strictly confined than 
they had hitherto been. 

Burk sailed from the West Indies to 
England, where he entered on board a 
man of war, and sailed up the Baltic, and 
afterwards to Archangel, to the north of 
Russia, where his sufferings, from the 
extremity of the cold and other circum- 
stances, were so severe, that on his return 
to England he determined to abandon the 
life of a sailor. 

Being now quite out of all honest 
methods of getting his bread he took to 
robbing passengers in and near Stepney; 

but he continued his depredations on 
the public only for a short time, being 
apprehended for committing the fourtli 
robbery. 

He was indicted at the sessions held at 
the Old Bailey in February, 1723, fe 
robbing William Fitzer, on the highway; 
and again, on the same day, for robbing 
James Westwood; and being found guilty 
on both indictments, he received sentence 
of death. 

There was something remarkably crael 
in the conduct of this malefactor; for lie 
carried a hedge-bill with him, to terrify 
the persons whom he stopped; and, on 
one old man hesitating to comply witli 
his demand, he cut him so that he fell to 
the ground. 

After conviction he became sensible of 
the enormity of his crimes, and he re- 
ceived the sacrament with great devotion, 
declaring that if he obtained mercy from 
God it must be through the merits of 
Jesus Christ. He was executed at Ty- 
burn on the 8th of April, 1723. 

FEMALE INDUSTRY RECOMMENDED. 

WE should serve the cause of many s 
home, in which a toiling anxious father 
and husband struggles to support a wife 
and growing or grown-up daughters, in 
the lady-like habits of doing nothing, or 
worse than nothing, if we could persuade 
them that doing, or assisting to do, their 
household woi-k is no derogation from 
their dignity, but the preservation of it. 
since, by so doing, they render themselves 
in a great degree independent of those on 
whom, in the present state of their eduea- 
tion, little dependence can be placed; tliey 
would increase the measure of their com- 
forts, and relieve themselves of many an- 
noyances to which genteel poverty mi 
submit, and which economy, and industry, 
and activity escape. Let them rememto 
that the father and husband who goes t« 
his daily toils is also travelling to nis 
grave; and when, at last, he hes down 
to take his everlasting rest, how pleasaul 
to their spirits will it be to think that tli? 
lightened the load he had to bear in Wti 
instead of increasing the burden. 
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DISOBEDIENCE to parents general!)' leads 
••ail ignominious fate. This man, losing 
Ills father at a tender age, ought to have 
Wn doubly grateful to his grandmother, 
rtotook the care of him upon herself; 
instead of which, we shall find him, while 
Jtlaboy, robbing his benefactress. 

Henry Simms was born in the parish 
'I St. Martin-in-the-Fields, London, and 
* soon, as we have already observed, a 
"pless orplian.    His grandmother, who 
* a dissenter, sent him first to a school 
«pt by a clergyman of her own persua- 
*"; but, as he frequently ran away, she 
fWed him at an academy in St. James's 
Nil, where he became a proficient in 

writing and arithmetic, and was lii^ewise 
a tolerable Latin and French scholar. 

Before the boy had completed his tentli 
year, he gave a specimen of his dishonest 
disposition. His grandmother taking liim 
with her on a visit to a tradesman's house, 
he stole 20^. from the till in the shop; 
which being observed by the maid-servant, 
she informed her master; and the money 
being found on the youth, he was severely 
punislied. 

He now began to absent himself from 
home at night, and to associate with the 
vilest company in the purlieus of St. Giles. 
His companions advising him to rob his 
grandmother, he stole 111. from her, and 
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taking his best apparel he repaired to St. 
Giles, where his new acquaintance made 
him drunk, put htm to bed, and then 
robbed him of the money and clothes he 
had so recently figured with. On his 
waking he covered himself with some 
rags he found in the room; and after 
strolling through the streets in search of 
the villains he went into an ale-house, the 
landlord of which, hearing his tale, inter- 
ceded with his grandmother to take him 
again under her protection. To this, after 
some hesitation, she consented ; and, buy- 
ing a chain with a padlock, she had him 
fastened during the daytime to the kitchen- 
grate ; and at night he slept with a man 
who was directed to take care that he did 
not escape. 

After a month's confinement he had 
his liberty granted him, and new clothes 
•were purchased, with which he immedi- 
ately went among some young thieves 
who were tossing for money in St. Giles. 
On the approach of night they took him 
to a brick-kiln near Tottenham-court 
Road, where they broiled some steaks, 
and supped in concert; and they were 
soon joined by some women, who brought 
some Geneva, with which the whole com- 
pany regaled themselves. Simms, falling 
asleep, was again robbed of his clothes; 
and when the brick-makers came to work 
in the morning they found him in his 
shirt only: while they were conducting 
him towards town, he was met by his 
grandmother's servant, who was in search 
of him, and who conveyed him to her 
house. Notwithstanding his former be- 
haviour, the old lady received him kindly, 
and placed him with a breeches-maker, 
from whom, when corrected for his ill 
behaviour, he ran away; and taking his 
best clothes from his grandmother's house 
in her absence, he sold them to a Jew, 
and spent the money in extravagance. 

The old gentlewoman now went to live 
at the house of Lady Stanhope, whither 
the graceless boy followed her; and being 
refused admittance he broke several of 
the windows. T'his, in some measure, 
compelled his grandmother to admit him; 
but that very night he robbed the house 
of as many things as produced him 9/., 
which he carried to a barn in Mary-la- 
bonne Fields, and spent among his dis- 
solute companions. For this oft'ence he 
•was apprehended, and after some hesita- 
tion he confessed where he had sold the 

effects. From this time his grandmother 
gave him up as incorrigible. Being soon 
afterwards apprehended as a pickpocket, 
he was discharged for want of evidence. 

Simms now associated with the worst 
of company; but, after a narrow escape 
on a charge of being concerned in send- 
ing a threatening letter to extort monev, 
two of his comrades being transported for 
other offences, he seemed deterred from 
continuing his evil courses; and thereupon 
wrote to his grandmother, entreating a 
renewal of her protection. Still anxious 
to save him from destruction, she pre- 
vailed on a friend to take him into liis 
house, where for some time he behaved 
regularly ; but getting among his old as- 
sociates, they robbed a gentleman of Ms 
watch and money, and threw him intos 
ditch in Mary-la-bonne Fields : some per- 
sons accidentally coming up prevented liis 
destruction. 

Two more of Simms's companions being 
now transported, he hired himself to an 
inn-keeper as a driver of a post-chaise: 
and after that he lived as postilion to s 
nobleman, from whose service he was 
soon discharged on account of his irregu- 
lar conduct. Having received his wages, 
he went again among the thieves, who 
dignified him with the title of "Gentle- 
man Harry," on account of his presumed 
skill and the gentility of his appearance. 

Simms now became intimately ac- 
quainted with a woman who lived witli 
one of his accomplices, in revenge for 
which the fellow procured both him and 
the woman to be taken into custody on 
a charge of felony, and they were com- 
mitted to Newgate; but the court paying 
no regard to the credibility of the wit- 
nesses, the prisoners were acquitted. 

Soon after his discharge, Simms robbed 
a gentleman of liis watch and 17/. o" 
Blackheath; and likewise robbed a lady 
of a considerable sum near the same 
spot. Being followed to Lewisham, be 
was obliged to quit his horse, when be 
presented two pistols to his pursuers; by 
which he intimidated them so as to eifcct 
his escape, though with the loss of bis 
horse. 

Repairing to London, he bought anotber 
horse, and travelled into Northampton- 
shire. Putting up at an inn in Towces- 
ter, he learnt that a military gentleman 
had hired a chaise for London; on wliid' 
he followed the chaise the next morning. 
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and kept up with it for several miles. 
At length the gentleman observing him, 
said, "Don't ride so hard, sir; you'll soon 
ride away your whole estate." Simms 
replied, " Indeed I shall not, for it lies 
ill several counties;" and instantly quit- 
ting his horse, he robbed the gentleman 
of 102 guineas. 

He now hastened to London, and soon 
dissipated his ill-acquired money at a 
gaming-table; after which he rode out 
lowards Hounslow, and meeting the 
postilion who had driven the abovemen- 
tioiied gentleman in Northamptonshire, 
lie gave him 5s., begging he would not 
take notice of having seen him. 

A reward being at length offered for 
apprehending Simms, he entered on board 
a privateer; but, being soon weary of a 
seafaring life, he deserted, and enlisted 
for a soldier. While in this station in 
life lie knocked out the eye of a woman 
at a house of ill fame, for which he was 
apprehended and lodged in New Prison. 

Soon after this. Justice De Veil ad- 
mitted him an evidence against some 
felons, his accomplices, who were trans- 
ported, and Simms regained his liberty. 

He was next apprehended for robbing 
a baker's shop, on which charge he was 
convicted: and being sentenced to be 
transported, he was accordingly shipped 
on board one of the transport vesels, 
irfiich sailed round to the Isle of Wight, 
there Simms formed a plan for seizing 
the captain and effecting an escape; but 
IS a strict watch was kept on him, it was 
lot possible for him to carry this plan 
into execution. 

Tlie ship arriving at Maryland, Simms 
»as sold for 12 guineas ; but he found an 
early opportunity of deserting from the 
purchaser. Having learnt that his mas- 
ter's horse was left tied to a gate at some 
distance from the dwelling-house, he pri- 
vately decamped in the night, and rode 
Inirty miles in four hours, through ex- 
tfemely bad roads; so powerfully was he 
mpelled by his fears and a desire to 
*ape the hands of justice. 

He now found himself by the sea-side, 
"id, turning the horse loose, he hailed 
' vessel just under sail, from which a 
Wwas sent to take him on board. As 

lands were very scarce, the captain of- 
•d him 6 guineas, which terms were 
»aJily accepted, to work his passage to 

There being at this time a war between 
England and France, the ship was taken 
by a French privateer, but soon after- 
wards ransomed; and Simms entered on 
board a man of war, where his diligence 
promoted him to the rank of a midship- 
man ; but the ship had no sooner arrived 
at Plymouth than he quitted his duty, 
and, travelling to Bristol, he spent the 
little money he possessed in the most 
profligate manner. 

His next step was to enter himself on 
board a coasting-vessel at Bristol; but he 
had not been long at sea when, on a dis- 
pute with the captain, he threatened to 
throw him overboard, and would have 
carried his threats hito execution if the 
other seamen had not prevented him. 
Simms asked for his wages when the ship 
returned to port; but the captain threat- 
ening imprisonment for his ill behaviour 
at sea, he decamped with only 8s. in his 
possession. 

Fertile in contrivances, he borrowed a 
bridle and saddle, and, having stolen a 
horse near a field in the city, went once 
more on the highway: taking the road to 
London, he robbed the passengers in the 
Bristol coach, those in another carriage, 
and a single lady and gentleman, and 
repaired to London with the booty. 

Having put up the stolen horse at an 
inn in Whitechapel, from soon afterwards 
seeing it advertised he was alraid to fetch 
it; on which he stole another horse, from 
which, as he was riding through Tyburn 
turnpike, the keeper, knowing the horse, 
brought the rider to the ground. Simms 
presented a pistol, and threatened the 
man with instant death if he presumed 
to detain him. By this daring mode of 
procedure he obtained his liberty; and 
having made a tour round the fields, he 
entered London by another road. 

On the following day he went to King- 
ston-upon-Tharaes,where he stole another 
horse, and robbed several people on his 
return to London; and the day after- 
wards he robbed seven farmers of 18/. 
His next depredations were in Epping 
Forest, where he committed five robberies 
in one day, but soon spent what he thus 
gained among women of ill fame. 

Thinking it unsafe to remain longer 
in London, he set out with a view of 
going to Ireland; but he had rode only 
to Barnet when he crossed the country 
to Harrow-on-the-Hill, where he robbed 
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a gentleman named Sleep of his money 
and watch, and would have taken his 
wig, but that the other said it was of no 
value, and hoped, as it was cold weather, 
his health might not be endangered by 
being deprived of it. The robber threat- 
ened Mr. Sleep's life unless he would 
swear never to take any notice of the 
affair; but this the gentleman absolutely 
refused. Hereupon Simms said, if he 
had not robbed him two other persons 
would; and he told him to say " Thomas," 
if he should meet any people on horse- 
back. 

Soon after this, Mr. Sleep, meeting two 
men whom he presumed to be accomplices 
of the highwayman, cried out," Thomas:" 
but the ti-avellers paying no regard to 
him, he was confirmed in his suspicions, 
and rode after them; and, on his arrival 
at Hoddesdon Green, he found several 
persons, all of them in pursuit of the 
highwayman. 

In the mean time Simms rode forward, 
and robbed the St. Alban's stage; after 
which lie went as far as HocklifFe; but 
being now greatly fatigued he fell asleep 
in the kitchen of an inn, whither he was 
pursued by some light horsemen from St. 
Alban's, who took him into custody. 

Being cotifined for that night, he was 
carried in the morning before a magis- 
trate, who committed him to Bedford 
gaol. By an unaccountable neglect his 
pistol had not been taken from him, and 
on his way to prison he attempted to 
shoot one of his guards: but the pistol 
missing fire, his hands were tied behind 
him ; and when he arrived at the prison, 
he was fastened to the floor, w'ith an iron 
collar round his neck. 

Being removed to London by a writ of 
Habeas corpus he was lodged in Newgate, 
where he was visited, from motives of 
ciu'iosity, by numbers of people, whom 
he amused with a narrative of his being 
employed to shoot the king. On this lie 
was examined before the Duke of New- 
castle, then Secretary of State; but his 
whole story bearing evident marks of 
fiction, he was remanded to Newgate, to 
take his trial at the ensuing Old Bailey 
sessions. Ten indictments were preferred 
against him : but being convicted for the 
robbery of Mr. Sleep, it was jiot thought 
necessary to arraign him on any other of 
the indictments. 

After conviction he behaved with great 

nnconcern, and, in some instances, with 
insolence. Having given a fellow-pri- 
soner a violent blow, he was chained to 
the floor. He appeared shocked when 
the warrant for his execution arrived; 
but soon resuming his former indifference, 
he continued it even to the moment of 
execution, when he behaved in the most 
thoughtless manner. He was hanged at 
Tyburn on the IGth of November, 1747. 

Naval and Military Torture.    N" o. 
HORRIBLE INSTANCES OP MILITARY 

TORTURE. 

THE following facts are drawn from " A 
Letter addressed to the People of England, 
by John Teesdale, late of the 28th Regi- 
ment of Foot, and Staff Serjeant at the 
Royal Military College, Sandhurst, on 
the Use of the Cat-o'-nine-Tails in the 
British Army, describing Horrible Cases 
of Cruelty, and showing that Flogging is 
not necessary for the Maintenance of 
Discipline." The author, it seems, served 
for a long period in the above regiment, 
and held the rank of Serjeant for upwards 
of twenty years; and in his " Introduc- 
tion " he says, " The cases herein cited 
are almost entirely confined to those of 
the regiment in which I served for twenty- 
three years. With two exceptions, every 
instance of cruelty recorded in this work 
occurred under my personal observation, 
and I solemnly pledge my word for the 
truth of all my assertions; and, however 
revolting to the feelings it may be to 
peruse such horrible cases of barbarity, 
I implore the earnest attention of my 
countrymen to the succeeding pages. It 
is only by exposing jiast infamies that \n 
can hope to prevent the perpetration of 
future atrocities. I am convinced, that 
were the horrors of the savage system 
of Military 'i'orture fully known to the 
humane and intelligent people of England, 
they would, with one voice, demand its 
abolition." We immediately proceed to 
place before the reader a portion of Ser- 
jeant Teesdale's harrowing narrative. 

The author of this work enlisted into 
the Royal Army of Reserve in August, 
1803. The first case of coriioral pimi*- 
ment he was called npon to witness, was 
that of a recruit of the tenth battalion 
of reserve stationed at George's Square 
Barracks,  Devonport,   in  the   following 
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inoiitli of September. This young lad 
was tried by a regimental court-martial, 
"for absenting himself from parade; and 
selling a shirt, being part of his regimen- 
tal necessaries." On the 24th of Sep- 
tember, 1803, a general parade of the 
battalion took place for muster. When 
the usual inspection of companies was 
over, the regiment was formed into square, 
the triangles were set up in the centre, 
and the prisoner, escorted by a corporal 
and part of the regimental guard, was 
marched in. The proceedings of the 
court-martial were then read by the 
Adjutant, the sentence of which was, 
that the unfortunate youth should receive 
three hundred lashes in the usual manner. 
The lad stripped, though reluctantly, the 
tears running down his cheeks at the 
revolting sight of the torture poles and 
instruments, which were before feis eyes. 
The drum-major, assisted by the drum- 
mers, corded his arms and legs to the 
triangles: a cloth cap was then fixed on 
Ms head, with a peak in the front for a 
drummer to lay hold of, so that the delin- 
quent's head might be kept close to the 
torturing frame. IJefore the first drum- 
mer commenced his brutalizing work, the 
M looked round, sobbing, crying, and 
most piteously imploring forgiveness; but, 

a deaf ear was turned to his sup- 
plications; the word " Gc was given. 
lly readers will observe, that this square, 
fomposed chiefly of recruits, all young 
lads, amounting to about six hundred in 
lumber, had never before seen the flesh 
torn from the back of a fellow-creature. 
This youth had scarcely received fifty 
Ijslies, when first one, and then another, 
fainted in the ranks, and were conse- 
wntly assisted to the rear. The poor 
fellow received a moiety of the punish- 
«ent awarded; and during the whole 
I'nie he was undergoing the punishment, 
«cries and shrieks, from intense agony 
•f body and mind, were truly pitiable. 
Me was conducted to Stoke Hospital, 
Kclaiming as he went along, " My heart 
J broken, I shall never get over this." 
'oe poor lad however recovered, and the 
By after bis discharge from the hospital 
'! deserted. 

During our stay at Fermoy, in 1804, 
*' of the Grenadier company absented 
fcmselves from the regiment. A sliort 
Jmeonly elapsed before they were brought 
« prisoners, and consequently tried for 

desertion. They were sentenced each to 
receive a thousand lashes, in such manner 
as the commanding officer might think 
proper! They were brought out the day 
after trial; the parade was commanded by 
a Major Groves. The first of these unfor- 
tunate men was tied up, and received six 
hundred and fifty lashes, counted slowdy. 
The sufferer bore the horrible infliction 
without uttering a syllable, except towards 
the close of his punishment, and except 
begging now and then for a drink of 
water. The otlrer man received six hun- 
dred—following the example of the former. 
What the characters of these men were 
prior to their desertion, the author is un- 
able to state, but he will venture to say, 
that two more desperate and hardened 
men than they turned out to be after- 
wards, never existed: drunkenness and 
crime were their whole study; so that 
from one end of the year to the other 
they were either in confinement for 
punishment, or in hospital from the mer- 
ciless flagellations inflicted. At the same 
barracks I remember the circumstance of 
a pay-serjeant, who had held that situa- 
tion ibr ten years, being tried by court- 
martial for defalcation in his accounts 
with the Captain. He was sentenced to 
be reduced to the rank and pay of a 
private; to be placed under stoppages 
until the sum deficient was made good; 
and, further, to receive tln-ee hundred 
lashes. This brave man had been then 
upwards of fifteen years in the service, 
and was considered one of tlie most re- 
spectable non-commissioned officers in 
the regiment; but the excellence of his 
former character availed him not—he was 
tied up in pursuance of his sentence, and 
received two hundred lashes. Shortly 
after the above occurrence, another pay- 
serjeant, who was similarly circumstanced 
(being in arrears with his Captain), and 
dreading the ignominious punishiuent 
likely to overtake him, shot himself in 
his barrack-room. A cori)oral also of the 
Light Company, who had been entrusted 
with the " abstracts " of his messmates, 
finding himself a few shillings in debt, 
and being unable to account for the 
money, put an end to his existence in 
the same manner. 

At the latter end of October, 1805, 
the regiment embarked at the Cove of 
Cork, to form part of the expedition to 
Germany, , under   Lord   Cathcart.     On 
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New-year's-day 1806, we disembarked at 
Broomila having been ten weeks on board 
transports crowded to excess; and on the 
16th of January we reached the city of 
Bremen, where the troops were quartered 
upon the inhabitants, some two, some 
four, and others ten, in a house. During 
our stay in Bremen, which was about six 
weeks, we had a parade to attend, morn- 
ing and afternoon. The officers com- 
manding companies had received orders 
from the Major to inspect their men 
closely, and turn out such as they found 
dirty to the front: a square was then 
formed for punishment, and the men who 
had been found fault with were marched 
in, tried by a drum-head court-martial, 
and flogged to a man, without reference 
to character. There was no remission of 
sentence-^no, not a lash! I have known 
from ten to fifteen and twenty-five young 
fellows flogged at a parade under this 
frivolous pretext, and this practice was 
continued at every parade until it was 
put a stop to by a higher authority. But 
my readers will probably ask, how it 
happened that this wanton, cruel, and 
barbarous treatment was checked at last? 
I will explain the cause: early in the 
month of February, a general parade of 
the regiment was ordered for the inspec- 
tion of Brigadier-General the Honourable 
Edward Paget (now General Sir Edward 
Paget). After he had inspected the men 
under arms, his attention was drawn to 
the number of soldiers returned in the 
field state—viz., " Sick, present." They 
were formed two deep in the rear of 
the battalion in their watch coats. The 
General commenced at the right of the 
squad—" What's the matter with you?" 
" Punished," was the reply. To another 
the same question ; " Punished" was 
again the answer: and these interroga- 
tions were continued, until it was ascer- 
tained that most of the men returned 
" Sick, present," had been flogged. The 
cruel system was then put a stop to, and 
I am decidedly of opinion that this was 
done through the interference of General 
Paget. At one of the above flogging 
parades, when we had been nearly two 
hours under arms witnessing the horrible 
scene of bloodshed, and when the hands 
and feet of every soldier in the regiment 
were benumbed from cold, and from re- 
maining for such a length of time in one 
position; I say, at one of these parades. 

a brave old soldier, whose character was 
unimpeachable, happened to cough in the 
ranks. He turned his head a little on 
one side to discharge the phlegm, and 
was instantly ordered into the centre of 
the square, stripped of his accoutrements, 
and placed in front of the halberts. He 
went through the mock form of a drum- 
head court-martial: Major Browne swore 
he was unsteady in the ranks; and on 
the ipse dixit of that tyrant, he was sen- 
tenced to receive fifty lashes! After the 
brave veteran was tied up, he implored 
hard for mercy, adding that he had been 
twenty years in the service, and was never 
till then brought to the halberts. The 
pale, worn, and dejected appearance of 
this man, from age and length of service, 
was in itself sufficient to excite compas- 
sion and sympathy even had he been 
guilty of a crime; his appeal was useless, 
he had every lash of his sentence, weep- 
ing and crying most bitterly during the 
infliction: and although he only received 
fifty lashes, he never looked up after- 
wards. It had wounded his best feel- 
ings; he was continually in hospital, and 
but a little time elapsed before he was 
discharged. Another brave soldier, who 
had been many years in the corps, re- 
ceived five hundred lashes, on a cold 
frosty morning, at the same place, on a 
charge of having been drunk on duty. 
A seijeant, also, at the same parade, was 
reduced to the ranks, and three hundred 
lashes were inflicted upon him for drunk- 
enness. The former gave way to inebriety 
to such an extent, that he was shortly 
afterwards found dead in his tent. 

The next case I shall proceed to notice, 
is that of a most wanton, cruel, and un- 
warrantable abuse of power on the part 
of an officer in the command of troops 
on board a transport, attended with loss 
of life. The period to which I am now 
alluding, was after the return of the regi- 
ment from Sweden, in the month of July, 
1808, on board the brig Henry Adding- 
ton, being at that time under orders for 
Portugal. On Sunday the 7th, we were 
becalmed off Beachy Head: the tide set- 
ting in strong against us, it was considerei 
advisable to bring the vessel to anchor. 
After the officers had dined, and taken 
their quantum of wine and grog, "'' 
perhaps both, two of them made their 
appearance on the quarter-deck: one o' 
the  soldiers, who had just been to the 
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scultle-butt, which  was lashed  between 
the gangway and main chains, either by 
drinking too freely  of  his  accustomed, 
beverage, or taking too much time over 
it, so much offended one of these subal- 
terns (Lieutenant West), that he instantly 
ordered him forward.   The man did not 
leap quickly enough from the quarter- 
deck to please the officer, upon which he 
called him back, and ordered one of the 
drummers to start him with a rope's end. 
The man received a dozen stripes, when 
one of the men who had been an eye- 
iiitness of this occurrence, observed to 
another of his comrades, that such treat- 
ment was cruel.    Lieutenant West over- 
heard some  one  murmuring;   he went 
down to the cabin and reported the cir- 
cumstance  to  the  officer   in   command 
(Captain the Honourable Edward Mul- 
lins), who instantly ordered a parade, at 
which every soldier on board attended. 
They were formed two deep.   The Cap- 
tain then commenced  at  the starboard 
side of  the  quarter-deck,   asking  each 
man inividually,  who it  was   that  felt 
displeased at the,conduct of Lieutenant 
West?   They answered in succession in 
the negative, until the inquiry was draw- 
ing near the unfortunate youth who is 
tlie subject of this statement.    His name 
Has Joseph Lindsey, a native of Trow- 
Wge, in Wiltshire; his age was twenty- 
Ibee—height five feet nine inches—com- 
plexion fair, and in his figure and person 
le was remarkably handsome.    In fact, 
iie was one of the finest soldiers in the 
British army.    While this Captain Mul- 
lins was interrogating the  men, with  a 
'inv to ascertain who it was that mur- 
mured at the  starting, which  the  poor 
Mn had received  for drinking  at  the 
!tiitlle-butt,   this   unfortunate   lad   said, 
"Itwas me, sir: I thought it hard, and 
Mnied it to one of my comrades."    Tie 
'im up instantly, vociferated the Captain ; 
"sic volo, sic Jubeo ;"   start /lim also! 

I'latk! here was no  trial—no  form of 
I ('oceeding, save the tyrant's will.   The 

I«iir youth was accordingly laslied up— 
'it drummer (Roberts) with a,rope's end 
'•Bmenced his savage work, striking as 
-'"i as he could; but, scarcely had the 
'fcrer received a moiety of the stripes 
•tdered, when  he  disentangled  himself 
••"1 tlie ropes and jumped overboard. 
I'oofthe men (Lofties and Reilly), who 
'"e good  swimmers,  leaped  over the 

ship's side with a view to save him, and 
nearly lost their lives in the attempt, and 
although the jolly-boat was hoisted out 
for the same purpose, yet, ere it could 
reach poor Lindsey, he sunk to rise no 
more, and with his bruised and bloody 
back he met a watery grave! I shall 
ever remember the intense silence that 
prevailed throughout the troops on this 
occasion for some minutes, and the looks 
of sorrow that were visible in the counte- 
nance of every soldier, together with their 
expressions of general disgust at the con- 
duct of the officer in command. By this 
cruel act of injustice the service was 
deprived of a man, who would have 
proved one of its brightest ornaments, 
and this, too, ere the bloom of boyhood 
had left his cheek. Reader, is it not 
time that a stop should he put to such 
tyranny ? Inhabitants of Trowbridge, 
what think you of the treatment of your 
unfortunate townsman ? 

The 28th regiment disembarked at 
Peniche Bay, in Portugal, on the 26th 
day of August, 1808, in new clothing, 
supplied each with seventy-eight rounds 
of ammunition, and three days' provision. 
The heat was intolerable. Before we had 
been an hour on the march, one of the 
company to which I belonged, a man 
named Harris, fell dead on the road. 
We continued our course, and about six 
in the evening bivouacked. Here I was 
ordered for duty, and the pay-serjeant of 
the company likewise. Morgan, the pay- 
serjeant, was told off'for the commissariat 
guard, and the author, for Lord William 
Bentinck's; but when reheved from his 
lordship's guard, near TOITCS Vedras,what 
was my astonishment to find that my pay- 
serjeant (Morgan) had been tried by a 
court-martial for being drunk on the com- 
missary guard ! He was brought out the 
same afternoon (I mean the afternoon of 
tlie day on which I was relieved). A 
square was formed—minutes of the court- 
martial were read, and it appeared that 
he was sentenced to be reduced to the 
ranks, and, further, to receive three hun- 
dred lashes. I wished I could have 
remained on duty another twenty-four 
hours, so that I might not have been an 
eye-witness of the scene. I knew under 
whose animosity the prisoner had fallen, 
and was fully aware of the tyrant's in- 
dividual hatred of poor Morgan. It gives 
me pain to recite the circumstance, for 
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Morgan was a man who had been edu- 
cated for tbe pulpit—he was principal 
usher at a boarding school, not far from 
Bristol, when he entered tbe army, and 
was a man of tender feeling, of undevi- 
ating and uncompromising principles, 
scrupulously honest and upright in all 
his dealings. After the badge, which 
distinguished him as a serjeant had been 
cut off, and before he was tied up, two 
of the Captains stepped to the front and 
earnestly implored the remittance of his 
corporal punishment; but Major Browne 
declared, that notwithstanding the excel- 
lent character which had been given by 
many officers in his favour, he would not 
forgive him a lash. " Strip, sir! " said 
this merciless tyrant, with a stentorian 
voice. He added, " Drum-major, do your 
duty!" with an emphasis that horrified 
my heart; and although the thermometer 
at the time, in the shade, stood at ninety- 
six, yet this unfortunate man received two 
hundred lashes, inflicted most severely! 
During the performance of this brutalizing 
tortnre, there was not a man, and but few 
officers, that did not sob at the pangs and 
sufferings of this poor man. He was con- 
veyed to the general hospital at Queluz, 
which at that time was scarcely formed. 
On the 15th of September we encamped 
on the plains of Queluz, about two leagues 
from Lisbon. On the 20th, I was sent to 
Bellam for stores, and on my return called 
at the general hospital. Poor Morgan 
was still alive, but totally insensible; no 
hopes were entertained of his recovery; 
this was the last sight I had of him; how 
long he lived after, let the muster-rolls of 
the regiment answer. In this hospital 
he remained, till death released him from 
his horrible sufferings. 

There is yet, my readers, another case 
of cruelty, at the recollection of which my 
mind recoils with anguish; nevertheless I 
will relate it. It is that of an idiot, named 
John Napham, who joined the 28th in 
the military barracks, Gosport, after our 
return from Waterloo, in 1816. He had 
not been long with the regiment when he 
absented himself, and was away for many 
days. I cannot state positively whether 
he was brought back a prisoner or whether 
he returned of his own accord. Be this 
as it may, he was tried by a court-martial 
and punished, under the command of 
Colonel Browne, who had about this time 
effected  an  exchange  with   Sir Charles 

Belson.   This unfortunate lad, Napham 
accompanied the corps to Malta in 1817 • 
he had not been long in that island be- 
fore he committed himself by selling or 
making away with part of his regimental 
necessaries.     He  was,   as  a matter of 
course, brought to trial, and sentenced to 
two hundred lashes, the whole of which 
were inflicted.    He was then conducted 
to the hospital in the Cottonera district; 
from which he had only been discharged 
a few days till he was detected in a repe- 
tition of the crime; upon this occasion 
he was sentenced to two hundred more 
lashes.    When  this lad stripped in the 
barrack-yard  at  St.  Salvador,  his back 
presented the most appalling spectacle, 
from the recent floggings he had under- 
gone ; but notwithstanding the mangled 
and unhealed state of his lacerated flesh, 
this unmerciful tyrant ordered him, after 
the delinquent Jiad received fifty on the 
back, right and left, be it observed (that 
is, to make the punishment more awfidly 
agonizing, the first twenty-five were in- 
flicted by a right handed drummer, the 
second by a left), after this, I say, this 
poor fellow-creature received a hundred 
lashes on the breech, and fifty more on 
the calves of his legs!!!    Before this un- 
fortunate lad had received the first twenty- 
five,   the  blood   ran  down  his back hi 
streams ; his cries and groans I shall ever 
remember, and during the punishment on 
his lower parts his shrieks rent the air. 
Here was usage for a poor creature in his 
state of mind!    One proof of this lad's 
idiotcy is, that when he left the regiment 
at the military barracks, Gosport, he went 
home to the village he was enlisted in, 
and, if I am not mistaken, was brought 
back as a deserter by the very party that 
brought him to the corps as a recruit. 
After this poor insane mortal recovered 
from his last flagellation,  he was dis- 
charged as " unfit for service! " 

" AN OWRE TRUE TALE." 

AT  a gin  palace in  one  of the grea' 
northern thoroughfares in London is the 
following appropriate notice : " A burial 
club here; fees are taken at the bar." 
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EXECUTION OF A CULPRIT AFTER NUMEROUS ESCAPES FROM 
JUSTICE. 

[COOPER AND HIS ACCOMPLICES ATTACKINU A MAN CARRYING  A SHOULDER OF V.iAL.] 

'iiiEs COOPER was allowed to run a long 
«e of villany before he was overtaken 
iythe arm of justice: he was guilty of 
sveral barbarous murders, and had com- 
«itted many daring robberies, besides the 
sinie for which he suffered; and what 
raiders him still more criminal, is his 
i»ving had a fair chance, in the outset of 
•t, of living by honest means. He was 
tison of a butcher at Lexton, in Essex; 
'«J his father, who had wholly neglected 
'is education, employed him in his own 
taness when he was only ten years of 
9- Having lived with his father till he 
* twenty-two, he married, and opened 
' sbop at Colchester, where he dealt 
'"gely as a butcher, and likewise became 
'atlle-jobher. 

At the end of thirteen years Cooper, 
through neglect, found his losses so con- 
siderable that he could no longer carry 
on business ; and one of his creditors 
arresting him, he was thrown into the 
King's Bench prison; but as his wife still 
carried on trade, he was enabled to pur- 
chase the rules. Soon after this, the 
marshal of the King's Bench died, and 
he was obliged to pay for the rules a 
second time. 

He now sued for an allowance of the 
groats, and they were paid him for about 
a year; when, through neglect of pay- 
ment, he got out of prison, and took a 
shop in the Mint, Southwark, where he 
carried on business successfully, his wife 
maintaining the family in the country. 

2T 



322 ANNALS OF CRIME. 

At length lie was arrested by anotlier 
creditor, and waited two years for the 
benefit of an act of insolvencj'. On his 
going to Guildford, to talie the benefit of 
the act, lie found that the marshal had 
not inserted his name in the list with the 
names of the other prisoners; and, having i 
informed his creditor of this circumstance, 
the marshal was obliged to pay debt and 
costs, besides being fined 100/. for neglect, 
and the debtor was discharged. 

Cooper having now obtained his liberty, 
and his wife dying about the same time, 
and leaving four children, he sent for 
them to London ; and not long afterwards 
he married a widow, who had an equal 
number of children. 

He now unfortunately became ac- 
quainted with Duncalf and Burrell, the 
former a notorious thief, and tlie latter a 
soldier in the guards; and these men 
advising him to commence robber, he 
fatally complied with their solicitations, 
and was concerned with them in the rob- 
beries enumerated in the annexed list. 

Between Stockwell and Clapham they 
overtook two men, one of whom, speaking 
of the probability of being attacked by 
footpads, drew a knife, and swore he 
would kill any man who should presume 
to molest them. The parties all drank 
together on tlic road, and then proceeded 
towards London, when Cooper threw 
down the man that was armed with the 
knife, and took it from him, and then 
robbed him and his acquaintance of a 
watch, about 205., and their handker- 
chiefs. 

Their next robbery was on Mr. James, 
a tailor, whom they stopped on the road 
to Dulwicli, and took from him his watch 
and money. He gave an immediate 
alarm, which occasioned a pursuit; but 
the thieves effected an escape. Two of 
the three robbers wearing soldiers' clothes, 
Mr. James presumed that they were of 
the guards, and going to the parade in St. 
James's park he fixed on two soldiers as 
the parties who had robbed him. As it 
happened that these men had been to 
Dulwich about the time that the robbery 
had been committed, they were sent to 
prison, and brought to trial, but were 
fortunately acquitted. 

Cooper and his infamous accomplices 
in iniquity being in waiting for prey near 
Bromley, Duncalf saw a gentleman riding 
along the road; and, kneeling down, he 

seized the bridle, and obliged liiiii to quit 
his horse, when the others robbed liim of 
his watch and 2 guineas and a half. 

Meeting soon afterwards with a man 
and woman on one horse, near Fani- 
borough, in Kent, they ordered them to 
quit the horse, robbed them of nearly 40s. 
and then permitted them to pursue their 
journey. Soon after the commission ot 
this robbery, they heard the voices of a 
number of people who were in pursuit of 
them; on which Cooper turned about, 
and they passed him, but seized on 
Burrell, one of them exclaiming, " This 
is one of the rogues that just robbed my 
brother and sister!" On this, Burreil 
fired a pistol in the air, to intimidate tlie 
pursuers, among whom were two soldiers, 
whom Duncalf and Cooper encountered 
at the same instant, and wounded one 
of them so dangerously by his own sword, 
wliich Duncalf wrested from his liand, 
that he was sent an invalid to Clielsea, 
where he finished the remainder of Ms 
days. The brother of the parties robbed, 
and a countryman, warmly contested tlie 
matter with the thieves till the former 
was thrown on the ground, wliere Burrell 
beat him so violently that he died on tlie 
spot. Tlie robbers now took their way to 
London, where they arrived without being 
farther pursued. 

Cooper and Duncalf then went to a 
farm-house, and stole all the fowls thai 
were at roost, Duncalf saying to his com- 
panion, " The first man we meet must 
buy my chicken." They had not tra- 
velled far before they met with a man 
whom they asked to buy the fowls. He 
said he did not want any; hut they seized 
his horse's bridle, knocked him down, and 
and robbed him of above 12/., his hat, wig, 
watch, and great coat. 

In one of their walks towards Camber- 
well, they met a man of fortune named 
EUish, whose servant was lighting hi• 
home from a club. They placed pistols 
to the gentleman's breast, but his servant 
attempted to defend him; on which they 
knocked him down with a bludgeon; and 
the master still hesitating to deliver his 
money, they threw him on the ground, 
and robbed him of his money, watcli, ana 
other articles; and then tied him and '"' 
servant back to back, and threw tlieni 
into a ditch, where they lay in a help^ 
manner, till a casual passenger released 
them from their pitiable plight. 
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The villains now returned • towards 

London, and meeting a man with a sack 
of stolen venison tliey robbed him of his 
treat coat and 1/. IGs.; and a few nights 
afterwards they robbed a man of a few 
skillings on the Hammersmith road, and 
destroyed a lantern that he carried, that 
lie might not be able to pursue them. 

On their return home they met a man 
on horseback, whom they would have 
robbed; but he suddenly turned his horse, 
rode to Kensington turnpike, and gave an 
alarm, while the thieves got through a 
Wge and concealed themselves in a field. 
Ill the interim, the man whom they had 
robbed of a few shillings brought a num- 
ler of people to take the thieves; but not 
Sliding them, though within their hearing, 
tlie roan went towards his home alone; 
on which the rogues pursued him, took a 
stick from him, and beat him severely, for 
attempting to raise the country on them. 

Immediately afterwards they hastened 
towards Brompton, and stopped a gentle- 
man, whom they robbed of his watch and 
money. The gentleman had a dog, which 
Hew at the thieves; but Cooper contrived 
to coax the animal, and then immediately 
killed him. 

Their next expedition was to Padding- 
ton, where they concealed themselves 
leliind a hedge, till they observed two 
persons on horseback, whom they robbed 
of their watches, great coats, and 12 
juineas; and though an immediate alarm 
ns given, and many persons pursued 
tliera, they escaped over the fields as far 
as Hampstead Heath, whence they came 
to London. 

Soon afterwards they stopped a gentle- 
man hetween Kingsland and Stoke New- 
mgton, who whipped Duncalf so severely 
tlathe must have yielded, had not Cooper 
ilmck the gentleman to the ground. They 
ten robbed him of above 111, and, tying 
«hands behind him, threw him over a 
'tdge, in which situation he remained till 
M following morning, when some milk- 
«ii relieved him. 

Meeting a man betv.'een Knightsbridge 
'I'd Brompton, who had a shoulder cf 
•al with him, they demanded his money; 
*tead of delivering which, the man 
Jnocked down Cooper three times with 
• veal: but the villains soon got the 
wantage, and robbed the man of his 
• and meat; but they could find no 
Honey in his possession. 

Cooper being incensed against the per- 
son who had first arrested him, wlio was 
Mrs. Pearson, of Hill-farm, in Essex, 
determined to rob her; on which he and 
his accomplices went to the place, and, 
learning that she was on a visit, waited 
till her return at night, when they stopped 
her and her servant, and robbed them 
of 8 guineas. On the following day, 
Mrs. Pearson went to a magistrate, and 
charged a person named Loader with 
having committed this robbery; but, it 
jrppearing that this man was a prisoner 
for debt at the time, the charge neces- 
sarily fell to the ground. 

Cooper and his associates meeting a 
farmer named Jackson in a lane near 
Croydon, he violently opposed them ; 
on which they knocked him down, and 
dragged him into a field, and, after rob- 
bing him of his watch and money, tied 
him to a tree, and turned his liorse loose 
on a common. For tliis robbery, two 
farriers, named Shelton and Kellet, were 
apprehended; and being tried at the 
next assizes for Surrey, the latter was 
acquitted; but the former was convicted 
on the positive oath of the person robbed, 
and sufi'ered death. What an awful warn- 
ing to prosecutors and witnesses, showing 
them that they cannot be too cautious in 
giving their evidence: many lives have 
been sacrificed to evidence arising from 
mistake. 

Tlie three accomplices being on the 
road near Dulwich met two gentlemen on 
horseback, one of whom got from them 
by suddenly spurring his spirited horse, 
while the other, attempting to do so, was 
knocked down and robbed of his watch 
and money. In the interim, the party 
who had rode off (whose name was Saxby) 
fastened his horse to a gate, and returned 
to relieve his friend; but the robbers first 
knocked him down, and then shot him. 
Having stripped him of what money he 
had, they hastened towards London ; but 
a suspicion arising that Duncalf was con- 
cerned in this robbery and murder, he 
was taken into custody on the following 
day; and Cooper being taken up on his 
information, Burrell surrendered, and was 
admitted an evidence for the crown. 

William Duncalf was a native of Ire- 
land, and had received a decent education. 
He was apprenticed to a miller, who 
would not keep him on account of his 
knavish disposition; and, being unable to 



324 ANNALS OF CRIME. 

procure employment in Ireland, he came 
to London, where he officiated as a porter 
on the quays. Extravagant in his ex- 
penses, and abandoned in principle, he 
commenced smuggler; but, being taken 
into custody by the custom-house officers, 
he gave information against some other 
smugglers; by which he procured his dis- 
charge, and was made a custom-house 
officer. A variety of complaints respect- 
ing the neglect of his duty being preferred 
to the commissioners of the customs, he 
was dismissed, on which he again com- 
menced smuggler. Among his other 
offences, he alleged a crime against a 
custom-house officer, who was transported 
in consequence of Duncalf's perjury. 

We have already recounted many of 
his notorious crimes committed in con- 
junction with Cooper and Burrell; but he 
did not live to suffer the punishment ho 
merited; for he had not long been in pri- 
son before the flesh rotted from his bones, 
and he died a dreadful monument of 
divine vengeance, though not before he 
had acknowledged the number and enor- 
mity of his crimes. 

Cooper frequently expressed himself in 
terms of regret, that a villain so aban- 
doned as Burrell should escape the hands 
of justice. In other respects his conduct 
was very resigned, and becoming his 
unhappy situation. He acknowledged 
that he had frequently deliberated with 
Burrell on the intended mui'der of Dun- 
calf, lest he should become an evidence 
against them; but he now professed his 
happiness that this murder had not been 
added to the black catalogue of his crimes. 
When brought to trial he pleaded guilty, 
and confessed all the circumstances of the 
murder; and, after sentence had been 
passed against him, he appeared sincerely 
penitent for the errors of his past life. 
Being visited by a clergyman and his 
son, who had known him in his better 
days, he was questioned respecting the 
robbery of Mrs. Pearson, which he 
denied; but he had no sooner done so 
than he was seized with the utmost 
remorse of mind, which the goaler attri- 
buted to the dread of being hung in 
chains; and, questioning him on this 
subject, he said that he was indifferent 
about the disposal of his body, but wished 
to communicate something to the clergy- 
man who attended him; and, when he 
had an opportunity, he confessed that his 

uneasiness arose from the consciousness 
of having denied the robbery of Mrs. 
Pearson, of whicli he was really guilty. 
He was executed on Kennington Com- 
mon on the 26th of August, 1750. 

JOSEPH BLAKE, ALIAS BLUESKIN. 

THIS fellow was one of the most notorious 
and daring thieves of his day. He had 
offended in all the steps of villany, begin- 
ning in his boyhood as a pickpocket; but 
he confined himself to none, appearing in 
the streets, in houses, and on the highway, 
as booty presented itself to his grasp: his 
enormities, indeed, were the subject of 
public conversation, and rendered him tlie 
dread of the traveller. 

Joseph Blake was a native of London; 
he was sent to school by his parents for 
the space of six years; but he made little 
progress in learning, having a very early 
propensity to acts of dishonesty. While 
at school he formed an acquaintance with 
a thief named William Blewit, afterwards 
entered into Jonathan Wild's gang, and 
became one of the most notorious villains 
of the age. He acquired the nickname 
of Blueskin from the dark complexion of 
his countenance. 

No sooner had Blake left school than 
he commenced pickpocket; and he had 
been in all the prisons for felons before 
he was fifteen years of age. From this 
practice he turned street-robber, and asso- 
ciated with Oaky; Levey, and many other 
villains, who acted under the directions of 
Jonathan Wild. For some of their rol- 
beries they were taken into custody, and 
Blake was admitted an evidence against 
his companions, who were convicted. 

In consequence of these convictions, 
Blake claimed his liberty and part of the 
reward allowed by government; but he 
was informed by the court that he had no 
right to either, because he was not a volun- 
tary evidence ; since, so far from having 
surrendered, he made an obstinate resist- 
ance, and was much wounded before he 
was taken; and therefore he must find 
security for his good behaviour, or be 
transported. 

Not being able to give the requisite 
security, he was lodged in Wood Street 
compter, where he remained a consiacr- 
able time, during which Jonatlian Wild 
allowed him 3s. Gd. a-week. At leiigln 
he prevailed on two gardeners to be his 

liow 1 
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bail; but the court at the Old Bailey 
hesitating to take their security, they 
went before Sir John Fryer, who took 
their recognizance for Blake's good beha- 
viour for seven years. A gentleman who 
liappened to be present at Sir John's asked 
lioff long it might be before Blake would 
anpear again at the Old Bailey ; to which 
another gentleman replied, " Three ses- 
sions;" and his conjecture turned out to 
le correct. 

Blake had no sooner obtained his liberty 
tlian he was concerned in several robberies 
with .Tack Sheppard, and particularly in 
one for which two brothers named Bright- 
well were tried. The footpad robberies 
and tlie burglaries they committed were 
very numerous; but the fact for which 
Blake suffered was the robbery of a trades- 
man named Kneebone. 

At the Old Bailey sessions in October, 
1?24, Joseph Blake, otherwise Blueskin, 
was indicted for breaking into and enter- 
ing the dwelling-house of William Knee- 
tone, and stealing tiierefroin one hundred 
and eight yards of woollen cloth, value 
36/,, and other goods. The prosecutor 
liaving sworn that the bars of his cellar- 
tindow had been cut, and that the cellar- 
lioor,which had been bolted and padlocked, 
lad been broken open, acquainted Jona- 
than Wild with what had happened, who 
itnt to Blake's lodgings with two other 
persons; but Blake refusing to open his 
Joor, it was broken open by Quilt Arnold, 
•lie of Wild's men. 

Blake now drew a penknife, and swore 
ke would kill the first man that entered. 
Arnold, entering, said, " Then I am the 
fetman, and Mr. Wild is not far behind ; 
•d if you do not deliver your penknife 
immediately, I will chop your arm off." 
Bie prisoner then dropped the knife, Wild 
'ulered and had him taken into custody. 

As the parties were conveying Blake 
'•Newgate, they came by the house of 
•'e prosecutor; on which Wild said to 
;lsprisoner, " There 's the ken;" and the 
*er replied, " Say no more of that, Mr. 
"lid, for I know I am a dead man; but 
•kat 1 fear jg^ that I shall afterwards be 
""led to Surgeon's Hall and anatom- 
'"l'" Wild said, " No, I '11 take care to 
?'«'ent that, for I '11 give you a coffin." 

"'illiam Field, who was evidence on 
''trial, swore that the robbery was com- 
*W by Blake, Sheppard, and himself; 
* the jury found the culprit guilty. 

As soon as the verdict was given, Blake 
addressed the court in the following terms: 
" On Wednesday morning last Jonathan 
Wild said to Simon Jacobs, a fellow-pri- 
soner, ' i believe you will not bring 40/. 
this time : I wish Joe (meaning me) was 
in your ease; but I '11 do my endeavour 
to bring you off as a single felon.' And 
then turning to me, he said, ' I believe 
you must die; I '11 send you a good book 
or two, and provide you a coiHn, and you 
shall not be anatomized.' " 

Wild was to have been an evidence 
against this malefactor; but on the former 
going to visit the other in the Bail-dock, 
previous to his trial, Blake suddenly drew 
a clasped knife, with which he cut Wild's 
throat, and thereby prevented his giving 
evidence; but, as the knife was blunt, the 
wound, though dangerous, did not prove 
mortal: Jonathan was reserved for a dif- 
ferent fate, as we have already shown in 
the details of his criminal career, in one 
of our previous Numbers. 

While under sentence of death, Blake 
did not evince a concern proportioned to 
his calamitous situation. When asked if 
he was advised to commit the violence he 
had done on Wild, he said. No; a sudden 
thought entered his mind, or he should 
have provided himself with a knife which 
would have cut off his head at once. 

Blake was executed at Tyburn on the 
11th of November, 1724. 

WILLIAM HAWKSWOETH. 

THIS criminal was born of very reputable 
parents, who gave him such an education 
as was proper to qualify him for a credit- 
able trade; but being of a disposition too 
unsettled to think of business, he enlisted 
for a soldier, in the hope of being pro- 
moted in the army. After he had served 
some time, and found himself disappointed 
in his expectation of preferment, he made 
interest to obtain his discharge, and then 
entered into the service of a gentleman, 
with whom he behaved in a proper man- 
ner for a considerable time; but, not 
being content with his situation, he re^' 
paired to London, and again enlisted as a 
soldier in the foot-guaids. In this station 
he remained four years, during two of 
which he was servant to the colonel, who 
entertained a very good opinion of him, 
till an unexpected incident occasioned the 
crime for which he suffered. 
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At tlK3 period of which we are writing, 
1722-3, the soldiery were frequently sub- 
ject to the contempt and derision of the 
populace; and while Hawkswortli was 
marching, with other soldiers, to relieve 
the guard in St. James's Park, a man 
named Ransom, who hiid a woman in his 
company, jostled him, and cried, " What 
a stir is here about King George's sol- 
diers !" Hawkswortli, imagining that the 
woman had incited him to this behaviour, 
quitted the rank, and gave her a blow 
on the face. Irritated thereby. Ransom 
called him a puppy, and demanded the 
reason of his behaviour to the woman. 

The term of reproach enraged Hawks- 
worth to such a degree, that he knocked 
the other down with his musket, and then 
the soldiers marched on to relieve the 
guard. In the mean time the crowd of 
people gathered round Ransom, and, find- 
ing he was much wounded, put him in a 
chair, and sent him to a surgeon, who 
examined him, and found his skull frac- 
tured to such a degree that there were no 
hopes of his recovery; and he died in a 
few hours. 

A person who had been witness to what 
passed in the Park, now went to the 
Savoy; and, having learnt the name of 
the ofFender, caused Hawksworth to be 
taken into custody, and he was committed 
to Newgate. Being brought to his trial 
at the following sessions, the colonel whom 
he had served gave him an excellent cha- 
racter; but the facts were so clearly proved 
that the jury could not do otherwise than 
convict him, and judgment of death passed 
accordingly. 

For some time after sentence he flattered 
himself with the hope of a reprieve; hut 
when the warrant for his execution arrived, 
he seemed to give up all hope of life, and 
and seriously prepared himself to meet 
his fate. He solemnly averred that Ran- 
som struck him first, and said he did not 
recollect the circumstance of leaving his 
rank to strike the blow that occasioned 
the death of the other. He declared that 
he had no malice against the deceased, 
and therefore thought himself acquitted, 
in his own mind, of the crime of murder. 
He however behaved in a very contrite 
manner, and received the sacrament with 
signs of the sincerest devotion. A few 
minutes before he was executed, he made 
a speech to the surrounding multitude, 
advising them to keep a strict guard over 

their passions : he lamented the situation 
of the common soldiers, who are con- 
sidered as cowards if they do not resent 
an insult; and if they do, are liable to be 
called to endure legal punishment for the 
consequences that might arise from such 
resentment. However, he advised liis 
brethren of the army to submit patiently 
to the indignities that might be offered, 
and trust to the goodness of God to recom- 
pense their sufferings. 

Although the crime for which Hawks- 
worth suffered is such as ought not to be 
pardoned, yet the eye of humanity will 
drop a tear for the fate of a man who 
thought himself instigated to strike his 
victim, not considering, at the momenl, 
that his rash blow would prove fatal. 

Hence let us learn to guard against the 
first impulse of passion; to reflect that 
reason was given us for the moderation 
of our feelings, and that the higher con- 
siderations of morality and virtue ought 
to be a perpetual restraint on those violent 
emotions of the mind, which in numerous 
instances have led to destruction. That 
man is guilty of an egregious folly—a 
notorious weakness, as well as an enor- 
mous crime, who will permit the taunting 
word or aggravating conduct of another 
to tempt him to the dire commission of 
murder! 

SARAH PUIDDON. 

THERE is no state in human nature, in 
the aggregate, so wretched as that of th( 
prostitute. Seduced, abandoned to an 
uncertain fate, the unhappy female falls a 
prey to want; or she must purchase her 
existence at a price degrading, in the last 
degree, to the mind of sensibility. Sub- 
ject to the lust and debauchery of every 
thoughtless blockhead, she becomes har- 
dened and shameless: hence modesty is 
put to the blush, by the obscenity of those 
once pure, perchance, as the sisters and 
daughters of our own hearth. Every 
public place swarms with this miserable 
set of beings, so that thoughtful parents 
dread to indulge their children with even 
a visit to any place of public amusement: 
the unhappy prostitute, heated by toj' 
acquires false spirits, in order to inveigle 
men to her piu-pose ; and in so doing, sM 
often takes apparent satisfaction in xiwy 
ing, by looks and gestures, frequently "y 
indecent language, the virtuous part of a» 
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audience. The law, while it assumes the 
miardiansliip of youth, by supjjressing 
immorality, still permits these wantons to 
rove uncontrolled among the virtuous as 
well as the profligate. Nor this alone: 
the court of a former period of our history 
has fostered such beings, and given them 
pre-eminence; while the banquets of high 
life supplied them with everything which 
lieart could wish! There ought, in public 
at least, to be some bounds set — some 
check—to their pernicious example. Is 
there no means of restraining them, at 
any rate to the outward show of decency, 
when in mixed company ? 

Yet, says the philanthropist, they claim 
our pity: they do, indeed. The cause, 
while nature progresses, cannot possibly 
be removed by human means; but the 
legislature might probably do more to 
make the evil less offensive to the tender 
feelings of public sympathy. It is by 
some held a necessary evil, tending, in its 
utmost extent, even to the benefit of the 
yet virtuous female; but a mind once 
lotmed by good precept and example will 
ever repel a liberty attempted by a profli- 
gate man, who is a mere coward when 
reproved with becoming indignation. 

Mrs. Priddon (otherwise Salisbury, the 
name by which she was best known) was 
a woman of the town, well acquainted 
iiilh the Hon. J F ; and on the 
34th of April, 1723, she was indicted at 
llie Old Bailey for making a violent 

re, in saiilt on that gentleman, and stabbing 
if tilt' iiim with a knife in his left breast, thereby 
,0 an aiicting a wound, with an intent to mur- 
'allss     Jerhim. 
e her       It appeared on the trial that Mr. F  
le last laving gone to the Three Tuns tavern, in 

Sub- flandos Street, Covent Garden, at about 
every midnight, Sarah followed him thither soon 
s bar-     iflerwards.    The   drawer,  after  he   had 
jstyii     tailed on Mr. F , went to bed; but 
'those at two o'clock in the morning he was 
rs aiil ailed up, to draw a pint of Frontignac 
Every for Mrs. Salisbury: this he did, and car- 
ierable tied it to her with a French roll and knife, 
jarents     lie prisoner was then in company and 
1 even     traversation with Mr. F : the drawer 
•nient:    leatd them  disputing  about  an  Opera 

drink,    itket which Mr. F had presented to 
nveigls    ler sister, and while they were talking 
iig, site    4e stabbed  him;  on which he put  his 
annoy-    land to his breast, and said, " Madam, 
ntly by    !•« have wounded me." 
tt of a"     No sooner had she committed the fact, 

than she appeared sincerely to regret what 
she had done; and sent for a surgeon, 
who, finding it necessary to extend the 
wound, that the blood might flow out- 
wardly, she seemed terrified, and calling 
out, " O Lord! what are you doing?" 
fainted away. 

On her recovery, slie asked Mr. F  
how he did; to which he answered, " Very 
bad, and worse than you imagine." She 
endeavoured to console him in the best 
manner she could, and after some time 
the parties went away in separate chairs; 
but not till the wounded gentleman had 
forgiven her, and saluted her in token of 
that forgiveness. 

The counsel for the prisoner endea- 
voured to prove that she had no intention 
of wounding him with malice prnpeiise, 
and that what she did, arose from a sud- 
den start of passion, the consequence of 
his giving an Opera ticket to her sister, 
with a view to ingratiate her affections 
and debauch her. 

The counsel for the crown ridiculed this 
idea, and insinuated that a woman of Mrs. 
Salisbury's character could not be sup- 
posed to have any very tender regard 
for her sister's reputation.    I'hey allowed 
that P.lr. F had readily forgiven her 
at the time, but insisted that this was a 
proof of the placability of his temper, and 
no argument in her favour. They said, 
that if the gentleman had died of the 
wound she would have been deemed 
guilty of murder, as she had not received 
the least provocation to commit the crime; 
and that the event made no difference 
with respect to the malignity of her in- 
tentions. 

The jury, having considered the cir- 
cumstances of the case, found her guilty 
of assaulting and wounding; but acquitted 
her of doing it with an intent to murder. 
In consequence thereof she was sentenced 
to pay a fine of 100/., to be imprisoned 
for one year, and then to find security for 
her good behaviour for two years; but 
when she had suffered about nine months' 
imprisonment she died in Newgate, and 
was buried in the churchyard of Saint 
Andrew, Holborn. • 

ROBERT HALLAM. 
THIS individual was a native of London : 
intended by his parents for a maritime 
life, they had him instructed in naviga- 
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tion, and then apprenticed him to the 
captain of a trading vessel, with whom he 
served his time with fidelity, and acquired 
the character of an able seaman. He 
afterwards served on board several vessels 
as a mate, and was held in great repu- 
tation : had he remained at sea, it is 
highly probable that his reputation would 
have been of greater service to him. 
But on his return to London he married 
a young woman who was averse to his 
going again to sea; on which he pur- 
chased two of the Gravesend wherries, 
and continued to get his living on the 
Thames nine years. 

Several children having been gathered 
about him as the fruits of his marriage, 
he took a public-house, which was chiefly 
tended by his wife, while he still pursued 
his business as proprietor of the Graves- 
end boats; and the taking an alehouse 
was an unfortunate circumstance for 
Hallam; for, by its being frequented by 
the lowest of the people, and his wife 
being addicted to drinking, the place was 
a perpetual scene of riot and conftision. 

Hallam, on returning from his business 
one evening, found his wife intoxicated; 
and being irritated by this circumstance 
he expressed himself with great fre>;dom : 
she replied with some warmth ; on which 
he beat her so as to leave evident marks 
of his resentment on her face. 

Hallam's son now told his father that a 
waterman, who lodged in the house, fre- 
quently slept with his mother; and some 
persons present likewise hinting that this 
was probable, from some familiarities they 
had observed between the woman and the 
waterman, Hallam charged his wife with 
being unfaithful to his bed; when she 
confessed that she had been so ; on which 
he beat her more severely than before. 

Not long after this he came home late 
at night, and knocked at the door; but 
no one coming to let him in, he procured 
a ladder, with an intention to enter by the 
window, when his wife made her appear- 
ance and admitted liim. On his asking 
the reason why she did not open the door 
sooner, she said she had been asleep and 
did not hear him; but she afterwards 
confessed that she had a man with lier, 
whom she let out at a back window before 
she opened the door to her husband. 

The infidelity of Hallam's wife tempted 
him to the like indulgence of irregular 
passions: he had illicit connexions with 

several women, and, in particular, seduced 
the wife of a waterman, whose domestic 
happiness had been hitherto unbroken' 
and such was the efl'ect of this atrocity on 
the part of Hallam, and disgraceful frailty 
on the part of his deluded victim, on the 
feelings of the greater victim, her husband 
that be died of a broken heart. 

On a particular night Hallam came 
home very much in liquor, and retired to 
bed, desiring his wife to undress herself 
and come to bed likewise. She sat partly 
undressed on the side of the bed, as it 
afraid to get in; on which her husband 
became quite enraged at her paying no 
regard to what he said. At length she 
ran down stairs, where he followed her 
and locked the street-door to prevent her 
going out. On this she ran up into the 
dining-room, whither he likewise followed 
her, and struck her several times. He 
then went into another room for his cane, 
and she locked him in. 

Enraged at this, he broke open the 
door, seized her in his arms, and threw 
her out of the window, with her head 
foremost, and her back to the ground, so 
that on her falling her back was broken 
and her skull fractured, and she instantly 
expired. A person passing by just before 
she fell heard her cry out, " Murder! 
For God's sake! for Christ's sake! for 
our family's sake! for our children's sake! 
don't murder me, don't throw me out of 
the window!" 

On being tried for the offence, the jury 
found Hallam guilty, and he accordingly 
received sentence of death ; but he denied 
the fact, asserting that she threw lieiself 
out at the window before he got into the 
room; and he persisted in avowing his 
innocence to the last hour of his life. 

After sentence of death, he was visited 
by his father, to whom he most solemnly 
declared that he did not throw his wife 
out of the window, though in other 
respects he confessed that he had treatea 
her with great severity ; and he made an 
equally solemn declaration to the same 
cfi'ect, to the ordinary of Newgate, al 
Tyburn, on the 14th of February, 1732, 
immediately before the awful period of 
his execution. 
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THEODORE GARDELLE. 

[GARDELLE WITH HIS VICTIM AT HIS FEET.] 

TiiD individual whose name is given 
ibove committed a murder whicli con- 
lifcrably engaged the public mind; and 
tlwiigli in the commission of the act itself 
tliere may be some extenuation afibrded 
t» the unhappy man, the means he took 
t« conceal it were attended with circum- 
'Imces truly horrible. We have to lament, 
bt the woman might not have met her 
Jealh at his hands had she allotted some 
deletion to the limits of her tongue—a 
•rapon, we may call it, often goading a 
»an to a frenzy of the mind, ending in 
wror. How earnestly would we entreat 
* weaker vessel not to run rashly upon 
fc stronger; or, in other words, we would 
Py of females to let tlieir tongues move 
" unison with the comfort which, by 
Wiire, they were formed to accord to 
tan. 

Theodoi'e Gardelle was a foreigner, a 
man of education and talents in the pro- 
fession of painting. Tliat he was not a 
man of a bad disposition, or given to 
irregularities, appears from Mrs. King's 
receiving him back as an inmate, after 
he had once quitted her lodgings. 

He was born at Geneva, a city famed 
for having given birth to great men in 
both the arts and sciences. He chose the 
miniature style of painting; and having 
acquired its first rudiments he went to 
Paris, where he made great proficiency 
in the art. He then returned to his 
native place, and practised liis profession 
for some years with credit and emolu- 
ment ; but, being unhappy in his domestic 
concerns, he repaired to London, and 
took lodgings at Sirs. King's, in Leicester 
Fields, in the vear 17G0. Some time 
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afterwards, for tlie henefit of the purer 
air, he removed to Knightsbridge; but, 
finding that place too far from his busi- 
ness, he returned to his former residence, 
where he pursued his business till the 
fatal cause arose which brought him to 
an ignominious death. The particulars 
of this shocking transaction we have col- 
lected partly from evidence adduced [on 
his trial, and partly from the repentant 
confession of the malefactor. 

On Thursday, the 19th of February, 
1761, in the morning, the maid got up 
at about seven o'clock and opened the 
front parlour windows. There is a front 
parlour and a back parlour, each of which 
has a door into the passage from the 
street-door, and there is also a door tliat 
goes out of one into the other: the back 
parlour was Mrs. King's bed-room, and 
the door which entered it from the passage 
was secured on the inside by a drop-bolt, 
and could not be opened on the outside 
when locked, though the drop-bolt was 
not down, because on the outside there 
was no key-holo. The door into the front 
parlour was also secured on the inside by 
Mrs. King when she went to bed, and 
the door of the front parlour into the 
passage was left open. When the maid 
had entered the fi'ont parlour by this 
door, and opened the windows, she went 
to the passage door of the back parlour, 
where Mrs. King was abed, and knocked, 
in order to get the key of the street-door, 
which Mrs. King took at night into her 
room, Mrs. King drew up the bolt, and 
the maid went in; she took the key of the 
street-door, which she saw lying upon the 
table by a looking-glass; and her mistress 
then shut the passage-door and dropped 
the bolt, and ordered the maid to open 
the door that commimicated with the 
front parlour, which she did, and went 
out. She then kindled the fire in the 
front parlour, that it might be ready 
when her mistress arose; and about eight 
o'clock she went up into Gardelle's room, 
where she found him in a red and green 
night-gown at work. He gave her two 
letters, a snuff-box, and a guinea; and 
desired her to deliver the letters, one of 
which was directed to one Mozier, in the 
Haymarket, and the other to a person 
who kept a snuff-shop at the next door, 
and to bring him from the latter place a 
pennyworth of snuff. 

The girl took the messages, and went 

again to her riiistress, telling her what 
Gardelle had desired her to do; to which 
her mistress replied, " Nanny, you can't 
go, for here is nobody to answer at the 
street-door." The girl being willing to 
oblige Gardelle, or being for some reason 
desirous to go out, answered, that Mr. 
Gardelle would come down and sit in the 
parlour till she came back. She then 
went again to Gardelle, and told him 
what objection her mistress had made, 
and what she had said to remove it. 
Gardelle then said he would go down, 
as she had proposed, and he did so, 
The girl immediately went on his errand, 
and left him in the parlour, shutting the 
street-door after her, and taking the key 
to let herself in when she returned. 

Immediately after the girl was gone 
out, Mrs. King, hearing the tread of 
somebody in the parlour, called out, 
" Who is there ?" and at the same time 
opened her chamber door. Gardelle ms 
at a table, very near the door, having 
just then taken up a book that lay upon 
it, which happened to be a French gram- 
mar. He had some time before drawn 
Mr. King's picture, which she wanted to 
have made very handsome, and had teased 
him so much about it that the effect iviis 
just contrary. It happened, unfortunately, 
that the first thing she said to him, when 
she saw it was he whom she had heard 
walking about in the room, was somcthuig 
reproachful about this picture: Gardelle 
was provoked at the insult; and, as he 
spoke English very imperfectly, lie, for 
want of a less improper expression, told 
her, with some warmth, that she was "an 
impertinent woman." This threw her 
into a transport of rage, and she gave 
him a violent blow with her fist on the 
breast; so violent, that he says he could 
not have thought such a blow could have 
been given by a woman. As soon as the 
blow was struck, she drew a little back, 
and at the same instant, he says, he laid 
his hand on her shoulder and pushed her 
from him, rather in contempt than aiiger< 
or with a design to hurt her; hut her 
foot happening to catch in the floor-cloth. 
she fell backwards, and her head caine 
with great force against the corner of the 
bedstead: the blood immediately gusW 
from her mouth, not in a continued 
stream, but as if by different strokes o 
a pump; he instantly ran to her a"" 
stooped to raise her, expressing his con- 
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cerii at the accident; but slie pushed him 
away, and threatened, thougli in a feeble 
and interrupted voice, to punish him for 
what he had done.    He was, he says, 
terrified exceedingly at  the thought of 
being condemned for a criminal act upon 
ler accusation, and again attempted to 
assist her by raising her up, as the blood 
still gushed  from  her  mouth  in  great 
([uantities; but she still exerted all her 
strength to keep him off, and still cried 
out, mixing threats with her screams: he 
tlicii seized an ivory comb with a sharp 
taper point continued from the back, for 
adjusting the curls of her hair, which lay 
upon lier toilet, and threatened her in 
liis turn to prevent her crying out; but 
as she still continued to cry out, though 
with a voice still fainter and fainter, he 
struck her with this instrument, probably 
in the throat, upon which the blood flowed 
from Iier mouth in yet greater quantities, 
and her voice  was quite stopped.    He 
tlien drew the bedclothes over her,  to 
prevent her blood from spreading on the 
ioor, and to hide her from his sight: he 
stood, he says, some time motionless by 
lier, and then fell down by her side in a 
swoon.   When  he came to himself, he 
ferceived  the  maid  was  come  in:   he 
llierefore went out of the room without 
examining the body to see if the unhappy 
wretch was quite dead, and his confusion 
was then so great that he staggered against 
ibe wainscot, and hit his head so as to 
raise a hump over his eye.    As no person 
was in the house but the murdered and 
murderer while the fact was committed, 
iiotliing can be known about it but from 
(iardelle's   own   account:   the   circum- 
stances related above  contain the sense 
of what he related both in his defence. 
Slid in the account which he drew up 
in French  to leave behind him,  taken 
together as far as they are consistent; 
for there are in both several inconsisten- 
«s and absurdities, which give reason to 
suspect they are not true. 

But however that may be, all was quiet 
•neii the maid returned, which, she says, 
•as in quarter of an hour.    She went iirst 
iMo the parlour, where Gardelle had pro- 
mised to wait till she came back, and saw 
nobody.    She had paid 3s. 9d. out of the 
pinea at the snuit-shop, where she had 
ftewise delivered one of tlie letters; to 
''" other she had no answer; and she 
•il the change and the suuft-box, with 

the snuff she had fetched in it, upon the 
table: then she went up into Gardelle's 
room, and found nobody; and by turns 
she went into every room in the house, 
except  her  mistress's chamber, whither 
she never went but when she called, and 
found   nobody.     She then made   some 
water boil in the kitchen, toasted some 
bread, and sat down to breakfast.    In a 
short time she heard somebody walk over 
head in the parlour, or passage, and go up 
stairs, but did not go to see who it was. 
When she had breakfasted she went and 
stirred up the fire in the parlour against 
her mistress got up, and perceived that 
the snuff and change had been taken from 
the table: she then went up stairs again 
to Gardelle's room, to clean and set it to 
rights, as she used to do, it being then 
between ten and eleven o'clock.     Soon 
after, Gardelle came down from the garret 
into his bed-chamber, which somewhat 
surprised her, as he could have no business 
that she knew of in the garret.   When 
she first saw him, which was about an 
hour afterwards, she says, he looked con- 
founded, and blushed exceedingly; and 
she Jperceived the bump over his  eye, 
which had a black patch upon it as big as 
a shilling: he had also changed his dress, 
and had written another letter, with which 
he sent her into Great Suffolk Street, and 
ordered her to wait for an answer; she 
went directly, and when she returned, 
which was in about a quarter of an hour, 
she found liim sitting in the parlour, and 
told him the gentleman would be there in 
the evening.    He then told her that a 
gentleman had been in the room with her 
mistress, and that she was gone out with 
him in a hackney coach.    It appears, by 
this, that Gardelle knew the maid was 
acquainted with her mistress's character. 
The maid,  however, though she might 
have believed this story at another time, 
could not believe it now:  she was not 
absent above a quarter of an hour; she 
left her mistress in bed, and the time 
would not have permitted her receiving a 
gentleman  there,  her  being dressed,  a 
coach  being procured,  and  her having 
gone out in it: besides, when she came 
back she knew Gardelle was in her bed- 
room.   This gave her some suspicion, but 
it was of nothing worse than that Gardelle 
and her mistress had been in bed together. 
She went, however, and looked at the 
door of the chamber, which opened into 
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the parlour, and which she had opened by 
her mistress's order, and found it again 
locked. About one o'clock Mr. Wright's 
servant, Thomas Pelsey, came and told 
the maid, at the door, that the beds must 
be got ready, because,his master intended 
to come hither in the evening; but Pelsey 
did not go in. The maid still wondered 
that her mistress did not rise; and sup- 
posed that, knowing she came in from her 
errand while Gardelle was yet in her 
chamber, slie was ashamed to see her. 
Gardelle, in the mean time, was often up 
and down stairs; and about three o'clock 
he sent her with a letter to one Broshet, 
at the Eagle and Pear], in Suffolk Street. 
As he knew that it would be extremely 
difficult to conceal the miirder if the maid 
continued in the house, he determined 
that he would, if possible, discharge her; 
but as the girl could not write, and as he 
was not sufficiently acquainted with our 
language to draw a proper receipt, he 
requested Mr. Broshet, in this letter, to 
write a receipt for him, and get the maid 
to sign it, directing her to deliver it to 
him when he paid her: he did not, how- 
ever, acquaint her with his design. When 
Broshet had read the letter, he asked the 
girl if she knew that Mr. Gardelle was to 
discharge her; to which she replied in 
the negative. " Why," says he, " Mrs. 
King is gone out, and she has given Mr. 
Gardelle orders to discharge you; for she 
is to bring a woman home with her." At 
this the girl was surprised, and smiled, 
telling Broshet that she knew her mistress 
was at home. The girl was now con- 
firmed in her first thought, that her mis- 
tress was ashamed to see her again; and 
thus she accounted for the manner of her 
dismission. She returned between three 
and four to Gardelle, whom she found 
sitting in the parlour with a gentleman 
whose name she did not know: she con- 
tinued in the house till between six and 
seven o'clock in the evening, and then 
Gardelle paid her 6s. for a fortnight and 
two days' wages, and gave her 5 or 6s. 
over; upon which she delivered him the 
receipt that Broshet had written, took her 
box, and went away. As she was going 
out Mr. Wright's servant came again to 
the door, and she told him that she was 
discharged, and was then going away; 
tliat her mistress had been all day in her 
bed-room without either victuals or drink, 
and if he stayed a little after she was gone 

he might see her come out: the man 
however, could not stay, and Gardelle 
about seven o'clock was thus left alone in 
the house. 

The first thing he did was to go into 
the chamber to the body, which, upon 
examination, he found quite dead: he 
therefore took oif the blankets and sheets 
with which he had covered it, stripped 
off the shift, and laid the body quite naked 
upon the bed. Before this, he said, his 
linen was not stained; but it was much 
stained by his removing the body. He 
then took the two blankets, the sheet, the 
coverlet, and one of the curtains, and put 
them into the Avater-tub in the back wash- 
house, to soak, they being all much stained 
with blood ; her shift he carried up stairs, 
put it in a bag, and concealed it under 
his bed; his own shirt, now bloody, he 
pulled off, and locked up in a drawer of 
his bureau. 

When all this was done, he went and 
sat down in the parlour; and soon after, 
it being about nine o'clock, Mr. Wright's 
servant came in without his master, who 
had changed his mind, and was gone to a 
gentleman's house in Castle Street. He 
went up into his room, the garret, land 
sat there till about eleven o'clock: he 
then came down, and, finding Gardelle 
still in the parlour, asked if Mrs. King 
was come home; if not, who must sit up 
for her ? Gardelle said she was not come 
home, and he would sit up for her. 

In the morning, Friday, when 
came down stairs, he again asked if Mrs, 
King was come home; and Gardelle told 
him that she had been at home, but was 
gone again. He then asked how he came 
by the hurt on his eye; and he said he 
got it by cutting some wood to light the 
fire in the morning. Pelsey then went 
about his master's business, and at night 
was again let in by Gardelle, who, upon 
being asked, said he would sit up that 
night also. 

The next morning, Saturday, Pelsey 
again inquired for Mrs. King; and Gar- 
delle, though he had professed to sit up 
for her but the night before, now told him 
she was gone to Bath or Bristol; ye^ 
strange as it may seem, no suspicion ot 
murder appears to have been entertained 
up to this period. 

On Saturday, Mozier, an acquaintance 
of Gardelle's, who had been also intimate 
with Mrs. King, and had spent the even- 
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iiig with lier the Wednesday before the 
inurder, came by appointment about two 
or three o'clock, having promised to go 
with her that evening to the Opera. He 
ivas let in by Gardelle, who told him that 
Mrs. King was gone to Bath or Bristol, as 
he had told Pelsey. This man, and 
another acquaintance of Gardelle's, per- 
ceiving that he was chagrined, as they 
thought, and dispirited, seem to have 
imagined that Mrs. King's absence was 
the cause, and that if they could get him 
another girl <they should cure him; and 
having picked up a prostitute in the Hay- 
market, they brought her that very Satur- 
day to Gardelle, at Mrs. King's. The 
northy, whose name is not known, told 
her that Mrs. King was gone into the 
country, and had discharged her servant. 
Gardelle made an apology for the con- 
fusion in which the house appeared, and 
Mozier (or Muzard, as he was sometimes 
called) asked her if she would take care 
ofthe house; she readily consented; and 
Gai'delle acquiescing, they left her with 
Mm. He asked her what her business 
was; she said she worked plain-work: he 
then told her he had some shirts to mend, 
and that he would satisfy her for her 
trouble if she would mend them. 

All this while the body continued as he 
!iad left it on Thursday night, nor had he 
once been into the room since that time. 
But this night, the woman and Pelsey 
bing retired to their beds, he first con- 
ceived a design of concealing or destroy- 
ing the dead body by parts, and went 
Jwn to put it into execution; but the 
wman, whose name is Sarah Walker, 
jetting out of bed and following him, he 
teturned up stairs and went to bed with 
"er. He arose on the Sunday morning 
teiveen seven and eight, and left Walker 
II bed, saying it was too soon for her to 
*; she fell asleep again, and slept till 
''0: it is probable that in the mean time 
'e was employed on the body, for when 
* came down between ten and eleven 
*«'as but beginning to light the parlour- 
•; He had spoken to her the night 
""Ore to get him a char-woman, and he 
«« now in so much confusion that he did 
Wask her to stay to breakfast: she went 
% therefore, and hired one Pritchard as 
Jiar-woman, at Is. a-day, victuals and 
•ink. In the afternoon she brought 
niWiard to the house, and found with 
"ifiielle  twp   or  three   men   and  two 
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women ; Gardelle went up with her and 
stayed by her while she made his bed, 
and the company all went out together. 
The char-woman kept house, and about 
ten o'clock they returned and supped in 
Gardelle's room. She was then dismissed 
for the night, and ordered to come the 
next morning at eight. 

The next morning, Monday, the char- 
woman was ordered to tell Pelsey, the 
footman, that Walker was a relation of 
Mrs. King's, who was come to be in the 
house till Mrs. King returned; but Pelsey 
knew that she and Gardelle had but one 
bed; for when he came down on Monday 
morning, Gardelle's chamber-door stood 
open, and, looking in, he saw some of 
her clothes. On Monday night he again 
inquired after Mrs. King, and Gardelle 
told him she was at Bath or Bristol, he 
knew not where; he differed at times in 
his account of her, but no suspicion of 
murder was yet entertained. On Tuesday 
morning, Pelsey, who was going up to 
his master's room, smelt an offensive 
smell, and asked Gardelle, who was 
shoving up the sash of the window on 
the staircase, what it was; Gardelle re- 
plied, somebody had put a bone in the 
fire : the truth, however, was, that while 
Walker was employed in mending and 
making some linen in the parlour, he had 
been burning some of Mrs. King's bones 
in the garret. At night, Pelsey renewed 
his inquiries after Mrs. King, and Gar- 
delle answered with a seeming impatience, 
" Me know not of Mrs. King; she give 
me a great deal of trouble, but me shall 
hear of her Wednesday or Thursday;" 
yet he still talked of sitting up for her, 
and all this while nobody seems to have 
suspected a murder. 

On Tuesday night he told Mrs.; Walker 
he would sit up till Mrs. King came 
home, though he had before told her she 
was out of town, and desired her to go 
to bed, to which she consented: as soon 
as she was in bed, he renewed his horrid 
employment of cutting the body to pieces, 
and disposing of it in different places: the 
bowels he threw down the necessary; and 
the flesh of the body and limbs, cut to 
pieces, he scattered about in the cock-loft, 
where he supposed they would dry and 
perish without putrefaction. About two 
o'clock in the morning, however, he was 
interrupted; for Walker, having waked, 
and not finding him, went down stairs, 
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and found him standing upon the stairs ; 
he then, at her solicitation, went up with 
her to bed. 

Wednesday passed like the preceding 
days, and on Thursday he told his female 
companion that he expected Mrs. King 
home in the evening, and therefore desired 
that she would provide herself a lodging, 
giving her, at the same time, two of Mrs. 
King's shifts; and, being thus dismissed, 
she went away. 

Pritchard, the char-woman, still con- 
tinued in her office. The water having 
failed in the cistern on the Tuesday, she 
had recourse to that in the water-tub in 
the back kitchen; upon pulling out the 
spiggot a little water run out, but as there 
appeared to be more in, she got upon a 
ledge, and putting her hand in she felt 
something soft; she then fetched a poker, 
and pressing down the contents of the 
tub, she got water in a pail. This cir- 
cumstance she told Pelsey, and they 
agreed the first opportunity to see what 
the things in the water-tub were ; yet so 
languid was their curiosity, and so careless 
were they of the event, that it was Thurs- 
day before this tub was examined: they 
found in it the blankets, sheets, and cover- 
let that Gardelle had put in it to soak; 
and after spreading, shaking, and looking 
at them, they put them again into the 
tub; and the next morning when Pelsey 
came down, he saw the curtain hanging 
on the banisters of the kitchen-stairs. 
Upon looking down, he saw Gardelle just 
come out at the wash-house door, where 
the tub stood. When Pritchard, the char- 
woman, came, he asked her if she had 
been taking any of the clothes out of 
the tub, and found the sheets had been 
wrung out. Upon this the first step was 
taken towards inquiring after the unhappy 
woman, who had now laid dead more 
than a week in the house. Pelsey found 
out the maid whom Gardelle had dis- 
missed, and asked her if she had put any 
bed-clothes into the water; she said. No, 
and seemed frightened; Pelsey was then 
also alarmed, and told his master. 

These particulars also came to the 
knowledge of Mr. Barroii, an apothecary 
in the neighbourhood, who went the same 
day to Mrs. King's house to inquire of 
Gardelle where she was. He trembled, 
and told him, with great confusion, that 
she was gone to Bath. The next day, 
therefore, Saturday, he carried the maid 

before Mr. Fielding, the justice, to make 
her deposition, and obtained a warrant to 
take Gardelle into custody. M'hen the 
warrant was obtained, Mr. Barren, with 
the constable, and some others, went to 
the house, where they found Gardelle 
and charged him with the murder; he 
denied it, but soon after dropped down 
in a swoon. When he recovered, they 
demanded the key of Mrs. King's chain- 
her; but he said she had got it with her 
in the country; the constable therefore 
got in at the window, and opened the 
door that communicated with the parlour, 
and they all went in. They found upon 
the bed a pair of blankets wet, and a 
pair of sheets that appeared not to have 
been lain in ; and the curtain also which 
Pelsey and the char-woman had seen first 
in the water-tub, and then on the banis- 
ters, was found put up in its place wet. 
Upon taking off the clothes, the bed 
appeared bloody, the blankets also were 
bloody, and marks of blood appeared in 
other places; having taken his keys, they 
went up into his room, where they found 
the bloody shift and shirt. 

The prisoner, with all these tokens of 
his guilt, was then carried before Fielding; 
and, though he stiffly denied the fact,wai 
committed. On the Monday, a carpenter 
and bricklayer were sent to search the 
house for the body, and Mr. Barron went 
with them. In the necessary they found 
the bowels of a human body ; and in tie 
cock-loft they found one of the breasts, 
some other muscular parts, and some 
bones. They perceived also that there 
had been a fire in the garret; and some 
fragments of bones, half consumed, were 
found in the grate, so large as to be 
known to be human. On the Thursday 
before, Gardelle had carried an oval chip- 
box to one Perronneau, a painter m 
enamel, who had employed him in copy- 
ing, and, pretending it contained colours 
of great value, desired him to keep it; 
saying, he was uneasy to leave it at Mrs, 
King's while she was absent at Bath, 
Perronneau, when he heard Gardelle«« 
taken up, opened the box, and found » 
it a gold watch and chain, a pair of brace- 
lets, and a pair of ear-rings, which were 
known to be Mrs. King's. To this fow 
of evidence Gardelle at length gave way, 
and confessed the fact, but signed no 
confession. He was sent to New Pris«ii 
where he attempted to destroy himself kj 
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swallowing some opium, which lie had 
kept several days by him as a remedy 
for the tooth-ache. He took at one dose 
forty grains; which quantity was so far 
from answering his purpose, that it did 
not procure him sleep; though he declared 
Ic had not slept once since the commis- 
sion of the fact, nor did he sleep for more 
than a fortnight after this time. When 
h found the opium did not produce the 
effect he desired, he swallowed halfpence 
to the number of twelve; but neither did 
these bring on any fatal symptom, what- 
ever pain or disorder they might cause; 
which is remarkable, because verdigris, 
the solution of copper, is a very powerful 
and active poison, and the contents of the 
stomach would act as a dissolvent upon 
them. 

On the 2d of March he was brought to 
Newgate, and dilligently watched, to pre- 
vent any further attempts upon his life. 
He showed strong marks of penitence 
and contrition, and behaved with great 
kraility, openness, and courtesy to those 
who visited him. 

On Thursday, the 2d of April, he was 
tried at the Old Bailey ; and in his 
Jefence, he insisted only that he had no 
malice to the deceased, and that her death 
las the consequence of the fall. He was 
tonvicted, and sentenced to be executed 
on Saturday, the 4th. The account which 
k wrote in prison, and which is men- 
tisncd in this narrative, is dated the 28th 
•'March, though he did not communicate 
it till after his trial. The night after his 
tondemnation his behaviour was extra- 
vagant and outrageous ; yet the next 
morning he was composed and quiet, and 
aid he had slept three or four hours in 
tie night. When he was asked why he 
fl not make his escape, he answered, 
4at some innocent person might then 
s*r in his stead. He declared he had 
no design to rob Mrs. King, but that he 
•tmoved some of the thipgs merely to 
Jive credit to the story of fier journey to 
W; he declared, too, that he never had 
'•y sentiments of love or jealousy with 
'spcct to Mrs. King; though it is evi- 
'"it his friends, who prescribed for his 
'•ness of spirits, supposed he had. 

He affirmed, that he regarded the 
'•man they brought him with horror, 
'" that he did not dare to refuse her, lest 
" should produce new suspicions with 
"spect to the cause of his uneasiness. 
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It is, however, certain that he felt the ill 
effects of her company in more ways than 
one to his last hour. 

He was executed on the 4th of April, 
1761, amidst the shouts and hisses of an 
indignant populace, in the Haymarket, 
near Panton Street, to which he was led 
by Mrs. King's house, where the cart 
made a stop, and at which he just gave a 
look. His body was hung in chains on 
Hounslow Heath. 

One reflection, upon reading this dread- 
ful narrative, will probably rise in the 
mind of the attentive reader; the advan- 
tages of virtue with respect to social con- 
nexions, and the interest that others take 
in what befalls us. It does not appear 
that, during all the time Mrs. King was 
missing, she was inquired after by one 
relation or friend; the murder was dis- 
covered by strangers, almost without so- 
licitude or inquiry; the murderer was 
secured by strangers, and by strangers 
the prosecution against him was carried 
on. But who is there of honest reputa- 
tion, however poor, that could be missing 
a day, without becoming the subject of 
many interesting inquiries, without ex- 
citing solicitude and fears, that would 
have no rest till the truth was discovered, 
and the crime punished ? 

THOMAS COOK. 

THIS individual, who was a rioter and 
murderer, was the cause of his own 
apprehension. How frequently do we 
find that the guilty, in the interval o{ 
time between the commission and dis- 
covery of a murder, are compelled by an 
irresistible infatutation to introduce the 
subject of their crime into conversation 
with strangers. Many years ago a mail 
robber was apprehended in a remote 
part of Cornwall, on suspicion, from his 
frequently speaking upon the nature 
and danger of plundering the public 
mail, and executed for that offence ; 
and the subject of the present memoir 
was taken into custody at Chester for a 
crime committed in London, merely from 
his constant relation of the riot in 
which he had committed the murder. 
Thus by a kind of mental iffnis fattius, 
the murderer was led on to his own 
detection. These are the workings of 
conscience—that earthly hell which tor- 
ments those who, with intentional malice, 

mmmam 
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have spilt the blood of a fellow-creature. 
How strongly, too, did this mental agony 
appear in the conduct of Governor Wall: 
after twenty years had elapsed from the 
commission of the murder, and while he 
lived in personal security in a foreign 
country, his conscience afforded him no 
peace of mind; he voluntarily returned 
to London, sought his own apprehension, 
was convicted, and executed. 

Thomas Cook was the son of a butcher, 
a man of reputation, at Gloucester: when 
he was about fifteen years of age, his 
father put hita an apprentice to a barber- 
surgeon, in London, with whom he lived 
two years; then running away, he en- 
gaged himself in the service of Mr. Need- 
man, who was page of honour to King 
William the Third: but his mother 
Writing to him, and intimating, in the 
Vulgar phrase, that " a gentleman's ser- 
vice was no inheritance," he quitted his 
place, and, going to Gloucester, engaged 
iu tiie business of a butcher, the profession 
of several of his ancestors. He followed 
this trade for some time, and served mas- 
ter of the company of butchers iu his 
native city; after which he abandoned 
that business, and took an inn; but it 
does not appear that he was successful 
in it, since he soon afterwards turned 
grazier. Restless, however, in every 
station of life, he repaired to London, 
where he commenced prize-fighter at 
Mayfair. At this time, Mayfair was a 
place greatly frequented by prize-fighters, 
thieves, and women of bad character. 
Here puppet-shows were exhibited, and 
it was the favourite resort of all the 
profligate and abandoned. At length, 
the nuisance increased to such a degree 
that Queen Anne issued her proclamation 
for the suppression of vice and immorality, 
with a particular view to this fair; in 
consequence of which the justices of the 
peace issued their warrant to the high 
constable, who summoned all the inferior 
constables to his assistance. When the 
constables came to suppress the fair. 
Cook, with a mob of about thirty soldiers 
and other persons, stood in defiance of 
the peace-officers, at whom they threw 
brickbats, by which some of the latter 
were wounded. Cooper, the constable, 
being the most active, Cook drew his 
sword and stabbed him in the belly; and 
he died of the wound at the expiration 
of four days.   Hereupon Cook fled to 

Ireland, and (as was deposed upon liis 
trial) while he was in a public-house 
there he swore iu a profane manner, for 
which the landlord censured him, and 
told him there were persons in the house 
who would take him into custody for it: 
to which he answered, " Are there any of 
the informing dogs in Ireland? We in 
London drive them; for at a fair, called 
Mayfair, there was a noise which I went 
oiit to see—six soldiers and myself; the 
constables played their parts with their 
staves, and I played mine; and when the 
man dropped, I wiped my sword, put it 
up, and went away." 

Cook, having repeatedly talked in this 
boasting and insolent manner, was at 
length taken into custody, and sent to 
Chester, whence he was removed Ijy a 
writ of habeas corpus to London; and, 
being tried at the Old Bailey, was con- 
victed, and sentenced to death. 

After conviction he solemnly denied 
the crime for which he suffered, declaring 
that he had no sword in his hand the day 
the constable was killed, and that lie was 
not in the company of those who com- 
mitted the deed. 

Having received the sacrament on the 
21st of July, 1703, he was taken from 
Newgate to be carried to Tyburn; but 
when the conveyance reached that part 
of High Holborn which is situated in 
Bloomsbury, a reprieve arrived for him 
till the following Friday. 

On his return to Newgate he was visited 
by numbers of his acqiuiintance, who at 
once rejoiced at his narrow escape; while 
those who were anxious to direct his mind 
to devotional exercises were not without 
doubts as to the final result. 

On Friday he received another respite 
till the 11 th of August, when he was 
executed. 

\k 

IMPROMPTU ON GIN-DRINKING. 

" How is yourniistress, Mr.Priest?" I cvici 
"Ah, sir, her goings on are quite a sin- 

" What, does she love the bottle?" I K" 
plied. 

" The bottle, bless you! No; she loves 
the gin." 

London : Priiitea, for the Proprietor, by Th"" 
Foale, 2, Upper Southampton Street, Pentonvm- 
and Published by WILLIAM MAEK ClAW, 
19, Wanvick Lane; and J. PATTIE, HigliStr"' 
Bloomsbury: and to be had of all Booksellers. 
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ROBBERY  OF  MR.  PORTER,   OF  RAIKE  FARM-HOUSE,  NEAR 
CHESTER, BY IRISH HAYMAKERS. 

roRTEii's Lirn.B GIKL CIVI.NG AS ALARM.] 

Ii is well known, that as the hars^srf 
'pproaclies numbers of the lowest class 
'flrish come over to the nearest counties 
"England to be liired, as they receive 
'*er wages and live better than in their 
>• country; and a wild, ferocious, and 
'lavish set generally mixes among the 
aJastrious and honest, for the purpose of 
inhering their employers. 

Mr. Porter, a wealthy farmer, of Che- 
*rc, had engaged a number of these 
f'ple, in the year 1752, in his harvest- 
Was. One evening his house was beset 
ja gang of them, named M'Cannelly, 
f»'gan, Stanley, Boyd, and Neill, who 
•eibly broke open his doors, advanced 
»liim while at his supper-table, seized 
'w bound him with cords, at the same 
'*,with horrid threats, demanding his 

money. They also seized his eldest 
daughter, pinioned her, and obliged her 
to show them where her father's money 
and plate were deposited. In the con- 
fusion, the youngest daughter, an heroic 
little girl of thirteen years of age, made 
her escape, ran through the stable, got 
astride the bare back of a horse, only 
haltered ; but not daring to ride past the 
house, beset by the thieves, she galloped 
over the fields, leaping hedges and ditches, 
to Pulford, to inform her eldest brother 
of the danger they were in at the village. 
He and a friend named Craven deter- 
mined on attacking the villains, and for 
that purpose set off at full speed, the 
little girl accompanying them. 

On entering his paternal roof, the son 
found one of the villains on g-ard, whom 

2X 
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he killed so instantaneously that it caused 
no alarm. Proceeding to the parlour, 
they found the other in the very act of 
setting his father on fire, after having 
robbed him of 14 guineas, in order to 
extort more. They had stripped down 
his breeches to his feet, and his eldest 
daughter was on her knees supplicating 
for his life. 

What a sight was this for a son! Like 
an enraged lion, and backed by his brave 
friend, he flew upon them. The delin- 
quents fired two pistols, and wounded 
both the father and the son, and a servant- 
boy whom they had also bound, but not 
so as to disable them, for the son wrested 
a hanger from one of them, cleft the 
villain to the ground, and cut the others. 
The eldest daughter having unbound her 
father, the old man united his utmost 
efforts by the side of his son and friend; 
and so hard did they press, that the 
thieves jumped through a window, and 
ran off. 

The young men pursued, and seized 
two more on Chester Bridge, who dropped 
a silver tankard. The fifth got on board 
a vessel at Liverpool, of which his brother 
was the cook, bound for the West Indies, 
which sailed, but was driven back by 
adverse winds. 

The account of the robbery, with the 
escape of the remaining villain, having 
reached Liverpool, a king's boat searched 
every vessel, and at length the robber was 
found, by the wounds he had received, 
and he was sent in fetters to Chester 
gaol. 

Mr. Porter had a servant-man in the 
house, at the time, a countryman of the 
robbers, who remained an unconcerned 
spectator; and as he afterwards run away, 
he was also sent to prison, charged with 
being an accomplice. 

The culprits were brought to trial at 
Chester assizes, in March, 1752, and con- 
demned. 

Boyd, on account of his youth, and 
his having endeavoured to prevail upon 
the others not to murder Mr. Porter, 
had his sentence of death remitted for 
transportation. 

The hired servant of Mr. Porter was 
not prosecuted. 

On the Thursday previous to the day 
fixed for execution, Stanley slipped off 
his irons, and, changing his dress, escaped 
out of gaol, and got clear off; 

On the 2,5th of May, 1752, M'Cannelly 
and Morgan were brought out of prison, 
in order to be hanged. Their behaviour 
was as decent as could be expected from 
such low-bred men. They both declared 
that Stanley, who escaped, was the sole 
contriver of the robbery. 

They died, it is said, in the Catholic 
faith, and were attended by a priest ot 
that persuasion. 

THOMAS WILFORD. 

IN this malefactor we find the passion ot 
love inflamed by the " green-eyed mon- 
ster," jealousy; which, knowing no bounds, 
often works up the mind to madness and 
desperation. The murder, in such in- 
stances, of the fair-—and perhaps frail- 
partner of the heart frequently ensues. 

Thomas Wilford was born of very poor 
parents, at Fulham, in the county of 
Middlesex; and coming into the world 
with only one arm, he was received into 
the workhouse, where he was employed 
in going errands for the paupers, and 
occasionally for the inhabitants of tie 
town; and was remarkable for his in- 
offensive behaviour. 

A girl of ill fame, named Sarah Wil- 
liams, being passed from the parish of 
St. Giles in the Fields to the same work- 
house, had art enough to persuadeWilford 
to marry her, though he was then only 
seventeen years of age; and their inclina- 
tions being made known to the church- 
wardens, they gave the intended bride 
40«., to enable her to begin the world. 

The young couple now went to tlie 
Fleet and were married, after which they 
took lodgings in St. Giles; and it was 
only on the Sunday succeeding the inai- 
riage that the murder was perpetrated. 
On that day, the wife, having been out 
with an old acquaintance, stayed till mid' 
night; and on her return, Wilford, wbo 
was jealous of her conduct, asked hot 
where she had been. She said she had 
been to the Park, and would give 1» 
no other answer; a circumstance that 
inflamed him to such a degree, that a 
violent quarrel ensued, the consqucnM 
of which was fatal to the wife; for ^i' 
ford's passions were so irritated that M 
seized a knife, and, she advancing towards 
him, threw her down, knelt on her, and 
cut her throat so that her head was alraosl 
severed from her body. 
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He had no sooner committed the horrid 

deed than he threw down the knife, opened 
the chamber-door, and was going down 
stairs, when a woman, who lodged in an 
adjacent room, aslced who was there? to 
which Wilford replied, " It is me; I have 
murdered my poor wife, whom I loved as 
dearly as my own life." 

On this the woman went down to the 
landlord of the house, and was imme- 
diately followed by Wilford, who said he 
had killed the woman that he loved be- 
yond all the world, and was willing to die 
for the crime he had committed: and 
he did not make the slightest effort to 
escape. 

On this the landlord called the watch, 
who, taking Wilford into custody, con- 
fined him for that night; and on the 
following day he was committed to New- 
gate by Justice Fielding. 

Being arraigned on the first day of the 
following sessions at the Old Bailey, he 
pleaded guilty ; but the court refusing to 
record his plea, he was put by till the last 
day, when he again pleaded guilty, but 
was prevailed on to put himself on his 
trial. Accordingly the trial came on; 
during which the prisoner did not seek 
td extenuate the crime of which he had 
keen guilty : on the contrary, his penitent 
liehaviour and flowing tears seemed to 
testify the sense he entertained of his 
offence. Every person present seemed 
penetrated with grief for his misfortunes. 

This malefactor was the first that 
lulfered in consequence of an Act that 
passed in the year 1751, for the more 
fffectual prevention of murder, which 
decreed that the convict shall be executed 
to the second day after conviction; for 
•ich reason it has been customary to 
'fy persons charged with murder on a 
Friday; by whiciti indulgence, in case of 
tonviction, the execution of the sentence 
IS necessarily postponed till Monday: and 
k.T the same Act it is ordained, that the 
Mvicted murderer shall be either hung 
"chains or anatomized. 

The jury having found Wilford guilty, 
"otence against him was pronounced in 
4e following terms : " Thomas Wilford, 
5W stand convicted of the horrid and 
'Matural crime of murdering Sarah, your 
J'fe. This court doth adjudge, that you 
* taken hack to the place from whence 
f" came, and there to be fed on bread 
"id water till Wednesday next, when you 

are to be taken to the common place of 
execution, and there hanged by the neck 
until you are dead; after which your body 
is to be publicly dissected and anato- 
mized, agreeably to an Act of Parliament 
in that case made and provided. And 
may God Almighty have mercy on your 
soul!" 

Both before and after conviction Wil- 
ford behaved as a real penitent, and at 
the place of execution he exhibited the 
most genuine signs of contrition for the 
crime of which he had been guilty. He 
was executed at Tyburn on the 22d of 
June, 1752. 

DEBORAH CHURCHILL. 

IN this case we shall disclose one of the 
most consummate tricks ever played by 
woman to defraud her creditors; a more 
effectual method, indeed, cannot be re- 
sorted to. But it is a satisfaction that 
Fleet marriages have long been declared 
illegal; and the artifice, therefore, cannot 
now be so easily accomplished. Formerly, 
within the liberties of the Fleet, the clergy 
could perform the marriage rites, with as 
little ceremony as at Gretna Green,where, 
to the disgrace of the British empire, an 
ignorant blacksmith, or a fellow equally 
mean and unfit, assumes this sacred duty. 

Though this woman's sins were great, 
we must admit some hardship in her 
suffering the utmost rigour of the law 
for the crime of which she was found 
guilty, but which, at the same time, is in 
the eye of the law great as in the imme- 
diate perpetrator of a murder; any person 
present while murder is being committed, 
though he may take no part in the com- 
mission of the crime, yet, unless he does 
his utmost to prevent the same, he is 
considered guilty equally with him who 
might have given the fatal blow. 

Deborah Churchill was bom about the 
year 1678 in a village near Norwich. 
She had several children by her husband, 
Mr. Churchill; but, her temper not being 
calculated to afford him domestic happi- 
ness, he repined at his situation, and 
destroyed himself by intoxication. 

Deborah, after this event, came to 
London; and, being much too idle and 
too proud to think of earning a subsist- 
ence by her industry, she ran considerably 
in debt; and, in order to extricate herself 
from her incumbrances, had recourse to 
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a method whicli was formerly as common 
as it is unjust. Going to a public-house \ 
in Holborn, she saw a soldier, and asked 
Jiim if he would marry her. The man 
immediately answered in the aifirmative, { 
on which they went in a coach to the 
Fleet, where the luiptial knot was in- 
stantly tied. 

Mrs. Churchill, wliose maiden name is 
unknown, having obtained a certificate of 
her marriage, enticed her husband to 
drink till he was quite inebriated, and 
then gave him the slip, happy in this 
contrivance to screen herself from an 
arrest. 

A little after this, she cohabited with a 
young fellow named Hunt, with whom 
she lived more than six years. Hunt 
appears to have been a youth of a rakish 
disposition. He behaved very ill to this 
unhappy woman, who, however, loved 
him to distraction; and, at length, for- 
feited her life in consequence of the 
regard she had for him. 

One night as Mr. Hunt and one of his 
associates were returning from the theatre 
in company with Mrs. Churchill, a quarrel 
arose between the men, who immediately 
drew their swords; for in those days 
every well-dressed man wore his sword, 
a fashion productive of infinite mischief 
IVIrs. Churchill, anxious for the safety of 
Hunt, interposed, and kept his antagonist 
at a distance; in consequence of which, 
being off his guard, he received a wound, 
of which he died almost immediately. 

No sooner was the murder committed, 
than Hunt effected his escape, and, eluding 
his pursuers, arrived safely in Holland; 
but Mrs. Churchill was apprehended on 
the spot, and, being taken before a magis- 
trate, committed to Newgate. 

November, 1708, at the sessions held 
at the Old Bailey, Mrs. Churchill was 
indicted as an accomplice on the Act of 
the first year of King James the First, 
called the Statute of Stabbing, which 
enacted, that " If any one stabs another, 
who hath not at that time a weapon 
drawn, or hath not first struck the party 
who stabs, such one is deemed guilty of 
murder, if the person stabbed dies within 
six months afterwards." 

Mrs. Churchill, being convicted, pleaded 
a state of pregnancy in bar to her execu- 
tion ; and a jury of matrons being im- 
pannelled, declared that they were igno- 
rant whether she was with child or not. 

The court, willing to allow all reasonable 
time in a case of this nature, respited 
judgment for six months; at the end of 
which time she received sentence of death 
as there was no appearance of her being 
pregnant. 

T'his woman's behaviour was extremely 
penitent; but she denied her guilt to the 
last moment of her life, having no con- 
ception that she had committed murder, 
because she did not herself stab the de- 
ceased. She suffered at Tyburn on the 
17th of December, 1708. 

CHRISTOPHER SLAUGHTERFORD, 

THIS very singular case will excite dif- 
ferent opinions respecting this unhappy 
man's commission of the deed for which 
he was executed. He was the son of a 
miller at Westbury Green, in Surrey, who 
apprenticed him at Godalming. His time 
having expired, he lived in several situa- 
tions, and at length took a malt-house a! 
Shalford, when his aunt became his house- 
keeper, and by his industry he acquired a 
moderate sum of money. 

He now paid his addresses to Jane 
Young, and it was generally supposed he 
intended to marry her. The last time he 
was seen in her company was on the 
evening of the 5th of October, 1703, 
from which day she was not heard of for 
a considerable time; on which a suspicion 
arose that Slaughterford had murdered 
her. 

About a month afterwards the body of 
the unfortunate girl was found in a pond, 
with several marks of violence on it; and 
the public suspicion being still fixed on 
Slaughterford, he voluntarily surrendered 
himself to two justices of the peace, who 
directed that he should be discharged; 
but, as he was still accused by his neigh- 
bours, he went to a third magistrate, who, 
agreeably to his own solicitations, com- 
mitted him to the Marshalsea prison; 
and he was tried at the next assizes at 
Kingston, and acquitted. 

The majority of his neighbours, ho»- 
ever, still insisted that he was guilty, w^ 
prevailed on the relations of the deceased 
to bring an appeal for a new trial; towards 
the expense of which many persons suh- 
scribed, as the father of Jane Young «« 
in indigent circumstances. 

During the next term, he was tried by 
a Surrey jury in the  Court of Queens 
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Bench, before Lord Chief-justice Holt, 
the appeal being lodged in the name of 
Henry Young, brother and heir to the 
deceased. The evidence given on this 
second trial was the same in substance 
as on the first; yet so different were 
the sentiments of the two juries, that 
Slaughterford was now found guilty, and 
received sentence of death. 

It may be proper to mention the heads 
of some of the depositions, that the 
reader may judge of the propriety of 
the verdict. 

Elizabeth Chapman, the mistress of 
Jane Young, deposed, that when the 
young woman left her service she said 
she was going to be married to the 
prisoner, that she had purchased new 
clothes on the occasion, and declared she 
was to meet him on the Sunday following. 
That the deponent sometime afterwards 
inquired after Jane Y'oung, and, asking 
if slie w'as married, was informed that 
she had been seen in the company of 
Slaughterford, but no one could tell what 
was become of her since, and that he 
himself pretended he knew nothing of 
her, but thought she had been at home 
with Mrs. Chapman; which had induced 
this witness to believe that some mischief 
had befallen her. 

Otherwitnessesproved that Jane Young 
was in company with the prisoner on the 
light that the murder was committed; 
and one man swore that, at three in the 
morning, he met a man and woman on a 
tommon, about a quarter of a mile from 
the place where the body was found; 
that the man wore light-coloured clothes, 
«s it was proved the prisoner had done 
the preceding day; and that soon after 
he passed them he heard a shrieking, like 
the voice of a woman. 

It was sworn by a woman, that, after 
the deceased was missing, she asked 
Slanghterford what was become of his 
1%; to which he replied, " I have put 
*r off: do you know of any girl that 
• any money ? I have got the way of 
putting them off now." 

It was deposed by another woman, that, 
•rfore the discovery of the murder, she 
fi to Mr. Slaughterford, " What, if 
«ne Young should lay such a child to 
yu as mine is here ?" at which he sighed, 
"id said, "It is now impossible;" and 
*d till the tears ran down his cheeks. 

Ill contradiction to this,  the aunt of 

Mr. Slaughterford and a young lad who 
lived in the house deposed, that the 
prisoner lay at home on the night that 
the murder was committed. 

Slaughterford, from the time of con- 
viction to the very hour of his death, 
solemnly declared his innocence; and, 
though visited by several divines, who 
urged him, by all possible arguments, to 
confess the fact, yet he still persisted that 
he was not guilty. He was respited from 
the Wednesday till Saturday, in v.-hich 
interim he desired to see Mr. Woodroof, 
a minister of Guildford; from which it 
was thought he would make a confession ; 
but what he said to him tended only to 
confirm his former declarations. 

As soon as the executioner tied him 
up, he threw himself off, having previously 
delivered to the sheriff a paper containing 
a solemn declaration; a copy of which is 
subjoined. 

" Guildford, July 9, 1709. 
" Being brought here to die, according 

to the sentence passed upon me at the 
Queen's Bench bar, for a crime,of which 
I am wholly innocent, I thought myself 
obliged to let the world know, that they 
may not reflect on my friends and rela- 
tions, whom I have left behind me much 
troubled for my fatal end, that I know 
nothing of the death of Jane Y'oung, nor 
how she came by her death, directly or 
indirectly, though some have been pleased 
to cast reflections on my aunt. However, 
I freely forgive all my enemies, and pray 
to God to give them a due sense of their 
errors, and in his due time to bring the 
truth to light. In the mean time, I beg 
every one to forbear reflecting on my 
dear mother, or any of my relations, for 
my unjust and unhappy fall, since what 
I have here set down is truth, and nothing 
but the truth, as I expect salvation at 
the hands of Almighty God; but I am 
heartily sorry that 1 should be the cause 
of persuading her to leave her dame, 
which is all that troubles me. As witness 
my hand this 9th day of July. 

" CHRISTOPHER SLAUGHTERFORD." 

We have already observed that the case 
of Slaughterford is very extraordinary. 
We see that he surrendered himself to 
the justices when he might have run 
away; and common sense tells us that a 
murderer would endeavour to make his 
escape: but we find him a second time 
surrendering himself,   as if  anxious  to 
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wipe away the stain on his character. 
We find him tried by a jury of his 

•countrymen, and acquitted; then again 
tried, on an appeal, by another jury of 
his neighbours, found guilty, condemned, 
•and executed. Here it should be ob- 
served, that after conviction on an appeal, 
which rarely happens, the King has no 
power to pardon : probably, had Slaugh- 
terford been found guilty by the first jury, 
as his case was dubious, he would have 
received royal mercy. Some of the depo- 
sitions against him seem very striking; 
yet the testimony in his favour is equally 
clear. There appears nothing in the 
former part of his life to impeach his 
character; there is no proof of any ani- 
mosity between him and the party mur- 
dered ; and there is an apparent contra- 
diction in part of the evidence against 
him. He is represented by one female 
witness as sneering at and highly gratified 
with the murder; while another proves 
him extremely affected and shedding tears 
on the loss of Jane Young. The charitable 
reader will, therefore, be inclined, pro- 
bably, to think that this man was inno- 
cent, and that he fell a sacrifice to the 
prejudices, laudable, perhaps, of his in- 
censed neighbours. He was visited,while 
under sentence of death, by a number of 
divines; yet he dies with the most sacred 
averment of his innocence. 

COLONEL JOHN HAMILTON'S FATE, 
THROUGH BEING A SECOND IN A DUEL. 

No occurrence at the time engaged the 
attention equal to the memorable duel 
between the Duke of Hamilton and Lord 
Mahon; and no crime of this nature, 
probably, was ever committed with more 
sanguinary dispositions. The principals 
murdered each other, and Col. Hamilton 
was one of the seconds. Upon the ini- 
quity of duelling we briefly expressed our 
opinion in the case of Mr. Thoruhill (see 
No. 39, p. 307). 

John Hamilton, esq., of St. Martin in 
the Fields, was indicted at the sessions 
held at the Old Bailey, on the 11th of 
September, 1712, for the murder of 
Charles Lord Mahon, Baron Oakhamp- 
ton, on the 15th of November preceding; 
and at the same time he was indicted for 
abetting Charles Lord Mahon, and George 
Macartney, esq., in the murder of James 
Duke of Hamilton and  Brandon;  and 

having pleaded " Not guilty" to these 
indictments, the evidence proceeded to 
give their testimony. 

Rice Williams, footman to Lord Mahon, 
proved that his master met the Duke of 
Hamilton at the chambers of a Master 
in Chancery, on Thursday, the 13th of 
November,when a misunderstanding arose 
between them respecting the testimony of 
an evidence: that when his lord came home 
at night, he ordered that no person should 
be admitted to speak with him the next 
morning except Mr. Macartney: that on 
the Saturday morning, about seven o'clock, 
this evidence, having some suspicion that 
mischief would ensue, went towards Hyde 
Park; and seeing the Duke of Hamilton's 
coach going that way, he got over the 
Park wall; but, just as he had arrived 
at the place where the duellists were en- 
gaged, he saw both the noblemen fall, 
and two gentlemen near them, whom he 
took to be the seconds. One of them he 
knew to be Mr. Macartney; and the 
other (but he could not swear it was the 
prisoner) said, " We have made a fine 
piece of work of it." 

The waiters at two different taverns 
proved that the deceased noblemen and 
their seconds had been at those taverns; 
and from what could be collected from 
their behaviour, it appeared that a quarrel 
had taken place, and that a duel was in 
agitation. Some of the Duke's servants 
and other witnesses also deposed to a 
variety of particulars, all which tended 
to the same conclusion. 

• But the evidence who saw most of the 
transaction was William Morris, a groom, 
who deposed, that as he was walking his 
horses towards Hyde Park he followeda 
hackney-coach with two gentlemen in it, 
whom he saw alight by the lodge, and 
walk together towards the left part of 
the ring, where they remained about a 
quarter of an hour, when he saw two 
other gentlemen come up to them; that, 
after having saluted each other, one ot 
them, who he was since told was the 
Duke of Hamilton, threw off his cloak; 
and one of the other two, who he now 
understands was Lord Mahon, his surtout 
coat, and all immediately drew: that the 
Duke and the Lord pushed at each other 
a very little while, when the Duke closed, 
and took hold of the Lord by the collar, 
who fell down and groaned, and the Duke 
fell upon him: that just as Lord Mahon 
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was dropping, he saw him lay hold of the 
Duke's sword, but could not tell whether 
the sword was at that time in his body; 
nor did he see any wound given after the 
closing, and was sure Lord Mahon did 
not shorten his sword. He declared he 
did not see the seconds fight, but they 
kd their swords in their hands, assisting 
the Lords. 

Paul Boussier, a surgeon, swore, that 
on opening the body of the Duke of 
Hamilton he found a wound between the 
second and third ribs, which entered into 
the body, inclining to the right side,which 
could not be given but by some push from 
ahove. 

Henry Amie, a surgeon, swore, that he 
found the Duke of Hamilton had received 
a wound by a push, which had cut the 
artery and small tendon of his right arm ; 
another very large one in his right leg, 
a small one in his left leg, near the instep; 
and a fourth in his left side, between the 
second and third ribs, which ran down 
into his body most forward, having pierced 
the skirt of his midriff) and gone through 
Ms caul; but that the wound in his arm 
caused his so speedy death ; and that he 
might have lived two or three days with 
tie wound in  his breast, which wound 
oould not be given but by an arm that 
leached over  or was  above  him.     He 
farther deposed, that he also viewed the 
Wd Mahon's body, and found that he 
U a wound  between  the   short ribs, 
(iiite through his belly, and another about 
tree inches deep in the upper part of his 
•gh; a large wound, about four inches 
Ude, in his groin, a little higher, which 
"as the cause of his immediate death; 
ind another small wound on his left side ; 
"id the fingers of his left hand were cut. 

The defence made by the prisoner was, 
«t the Duke called him to go abroad 
»"h him, but he knew not anything of 
*e matter till he came into the field. 

Some Scottish  noblemen,   and  other 
?«Iemen,  gave Mr. Hamilton a very 
waiitageous character, asserting that he 
•IS brave, honest, and inoffensive; and 
•jury, having considered of the affair, 
»*e a verdict of "Manslaughter;"  in 
•wsequence of which the prisoner prayed 
'• benefit of  the   statute, which  was 
'«mved him. 
^"' the time the lives of the abovemen- 
*»ed noblemen were thus unfortunately 
*rificed, many persons thought they fell 

by the hands of the seconds; and later 
writers on the subject have affected to be 
of the same opinion. Others maintain 
that nothing appears in the written or 
printed accounts of the transaction, nor 
did anything arise on the trial, to warrant 
so ungenerous a suspicion. 

HUGH DAWSON AND JOHN GAMMEL. 

As we have so freely commented on the 
bad effects of idleness, extravagance, and 
drunkenness, in bringing such numbers 
to the gallows, we pass over many cases 
without observation, that we may avoid a 
tedious and unnecessary repetition. 

Hugh Dawson was an Irishman, and 
born of respectable parents; his father 
having been a bookseller in Londonderry. 
John Gammel was a Scotchman, of 
Greenock. • Both of them were lazy, 
worthless fellows. 

The father of Dawson, finding his son 
would settle at no business in his own 
country, sent him to sea. After the first 
voyage he remained some time at home, 
and did not seem to entertain any farther 
thoughts of going to sea; but falling in 
love with a young woman in the neigh- 
bourhood, she promised him marriage, 
but advised him to follow his former 
occupation some time longer. In con- 
sequence of this advi.ce, he went again to 
sea, and, on his return from each voyage, 
visited his favourite girl; but at length it 
was discovered by her parents that she 
was pregnant by her lover. Alarmed by 
this circumstance, they proposed to Daw- 
son's father to give him a fortune propor- 
tioned to what they would bestow on their 
girl; but this the old man obstinately re- 
fused, though the son earnestly entreated 
him to acede to the proposal. 

Young Dawson now left his parents, 
swore he would never again return home, 
and went once more to sea. Having 
made some voyages, the vessel in which 
he sailed put into the harbour of Sand- 
wich ; on which Dawson resolved to quit 
a seafaring life, and married a girl of 
fortune, who bore him two children, which 
were left to the care of her relations at 
her death, which happened six years after 
her marriage. After this event, Dawson 
went again to sea, and was in several 
naval engagements. When his ship was 
paid off he went to Bristol, where he was 
arrested for a debt he had contracted. 
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At this period he heard of the death of 
his father, and tliat his motlier's aft'ection 
for him was in no degree diminished; on 
which he wrote lier an account of his 
situation, and she sent him 50/., which 
relieved him from his embarrassments. 
Having procured his liberty, he went to 
London, and marrying the widow of a 
seaman, who possessed some money, they 
lived comfortably a considerable time, till 
he became connected with dissolute com- 
panions, and commenced that line of con- 
duct which led to his ruin. 

Gammel, who had been a shipmate 
with Dawson, was one of these com- 
panions ; and being now out of employ- 
ment, he advised the other to go on the 
highway. He hesitated for some time, 
but having drank freely his resolution 
failed him, and he agreed to the fatal 
proposal. 

These accomplices dressed themselves 
as sailors, and, concealing bludgeons 
under their jackets, knocked down tlie 
persons they intended to rob, and stripped 
them of their effects. 

The robbery which cost them their 
lives was committed near New Cross tiirn- 
pike, on a gentleman named Outridge, 
from whom they took his money and 
watch, and treated him with great bar- 
barity. Being pursued by some people 
whom Mr. Outridge informed of the rob- 
bery, Dawson was taken and confined ; 
and having given information where Gam- 
mel lodged, he likewise was apprehended; 
and both of them being conveyed to the 
New Gaol, they recriminated each other. 

On the approach of the assizes for 
Surrey the prisoners were carried to Croy- 
don, where they were both tried and 
capitally convicted. 

On the night preceding the execution, 
Dawson was visited by his wife, who 
had been sitting some time with him, 
when the turnkey came, and intimated 
that he must retire ; on which he refused 
to go, and knocked the fellow down ; but 
some other keepers coming in, he was 
secured. His wife would now have taken 
a final leave of him ; but he said, if she 
did not departhe would murder lier. 

As the keepers were conducting him 
through the court-yard to his cell, he 
called to the other prisoners, saying, 
" Hollo, my boys! Dawson is to be 
hagned to-morrow." 

The prisoners  were  conveyed to the 

place of execution, Kennington Common 
on the 22d of August, 1749, in the same 
cart; and when there, Dawson expressed 
his hope of salvation through the merits 
of Jesus Christ, and declared he died in 
charity with all men. Gammel addressed 
the surrounding multitude, particularly 
hoping that his brother seamen would 
avoid the commission of such crimes as 
led to his deplorable end : he hoped for 
forgiveness from all whom he had injured, 
and acknowledged that he fell a victim to 
the equity of the laws. 

THE TURPIN ADDENDA. No. ]. 

OUR readers generally, we presume, will 
recollect that in the history of the noto- 
rious Turpin we promised some occasional 
sketches of his proceedings not furnished 
in the report then given. Thougli a con- 
siderable time has since elapsed, we now 
for the first time proceed to fulfil the 
promise. 

After Turpin had been some time in 
the line of life in which he figured so 
notoriously, he had the hardiliood to 
venture his presence at Suson, in Essex, 
sliortly after his robbery of the churches 
of Barking and Chinkford, where he re- 
sided with his wife unnoticed for about 
six months. At length, on being dis- 
covered, he retreated secretly by night; 
and at no distant period from his retreat 
he formed one of the party in tlie robbery 
of Farmer Laurence, which we have 
already recorded with tolerable minute- 
ness. The following anecdote connected 
with that robbery, shows such a trait in 
the " hero " as few would be inchned to 
to impute to him. 

Some of the goods stolen from Mr. 
Laurence were lost by the way, for the 
rogues were in such haste to get oil' that 
they looked back for nothing ; and some 
were afterwards found in Field Lane, and 
others in Chick Lane and Saffron Hill, 
where the gang mostly resided, and where 
some were taken. Turpiu by this rob- 
bery got but little ; for out of 27/. they 
they got in the whole, he distributed 
among his companions all but 3 guineas 
and 6.S. Qd. 
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THE FATE OF WILLIAM STROUD, A NOTORIOUS SWINDLER. 

[T.'.'K FLOGGING SCENE.] 

THIS specious robber was well born and 
educated; but very early in life he took 
t» little tricks of cheating, which suf- 
Sciently marked his character. When 
ta a schoolboy lie used to purloin blank 
oves from the hooks of liis companions, 
md he was remarkable for robbing them 
»f tlieir marbles. This disposition con- 
Imiied while he was an apprentice; and 
It length he embarked in business for 
•self: but he had not been long a 
Ulster before he considered trade a drud- 
!")'; on which he sold off his stock, took 
Wgings in Bond Street, and assumed the 
'karacter of a iirst-rate gentleman. He 
'w lived in a most expensive manner, 
Jipplying the extravagances of women of 
Jlame; which soon reduced him to in- 
Tnt circumstances ; when he fixed on 

a plan of defrauding individuals. He got 
credit with a tailor for some elegant suits 
of apparel, took a genteel house, and 
hired some servants, by which he imposed 
himself upon the public as a man of large 
estate. An extensive credit, enabling him 
to carry on a splendid mode of living, was 
the consequence of his elegant appear- 
ance ; but, on some tradesmen bringing 
in their bills, which he was eijually unable 
and unwilling to discliarge, he sold off 
In's household furniture and privately de- 
camped. 

He now took handsome lodgings in 
Bloomsbury; and dressing himself in 
velvet clothes, he pretended to be the 
steward of a nobleman of high rank. 
He likewise took a house in Westminster, 
in wliich he placed an agent, who ordered 
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in goods as for the nobleman; and the 
tradesmen who delivered these goods 
were directed to leave their bills for the 
examination of the steward; but the 
effects were no sooner in possession, than 
they were sold to a broker, to the great 
loss of the respective tradesmen. 

Stroud used to travel into the country 
in summer; and having learnt the names 
of London traders with whom people of 
fortune dealt, he used to write in their 
names for goods ; but constantly meeting 
the waggons that conveyed them, he 
generally received the effects before they 
reached the places to which they were 
directed. 

It would be endless to mention all the 
frauds of which he was guilty. I^iondon 
and the country were equally laid under 
contribution by him ; and jewellers,watch- 
makers, silversmiths, lacemen, tailors, 
drapers, upholders, silk-mercers, hatters, 
hosiers, &c., were frequent dupes to his 
artifices. 

It was impossible for a man, proceeding 
in this manner, to evade justice for any 
great length of time. He was at length 
apprehended as a common cheat, and 
committed to the Gatehouse, Westmin- 
ster. On his examination, a coach-maker 
charged him with defrauding him of a gilt 
chariot; a jeweller, of rings to the amount 
of 100/. value ; a tailor, of a suit of velvet 
trimmed with gold; a cabinet-maker, of 
some valuable goods in his branch; and 
other tradesmen, of various articles. 

The grand jury having found bills of 
indictment against him, he was tried at 
the Westminster sessions; when hosts of 
witnesses, who had been duped and plun- 
dered by him, appeared to give their 
evidence; and he was instantly found 
guilty. 

The court sentenced him to hard labour 
in Bridewell for six months, and in that 
time to be whipped through the streets 
of Westminster six times; , which was 
inflicted with the severity which they 
intended in the month of March, 17.')2. 

WONDERFUL DISCOVERY OF A CRIMINAL. 

DURING the persecution of the Protestants 
by the Roman Catholics in the seven- 
teenth century, some children were play- 
ing on the banks of the Suir, near Golden, 
in the county of 'I'ipperary, when a man 
came up to them, knowing them to be 
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horn of Protestant parents, and, witli a 
pike, threw most of them into the river, 
where they were instantly drowned. One 
of the children, however, a girl about 
eleven years of age, ran off and escaped 
to Clonmell, thirteen miles distant. 

At Waterford a ship lay hound to 
America, taking in servants and passen- 
gers : an agent of the captain's was at 
Clonmell, who, finding the child unpro- 
vided for, took her as an indented servant, 
with many others in equal indigence. 
The rectitude of her conduct, her amiable 
disposition, and comeliness of person, so 
attracted her master's affections that, after 
her time was expired, he proposed to 
marry her ; which proposal she, at length, 
acceded to, and they lived together in 
much happiness for several years, during 
which she brought him six children. She 
then declined in health and spirits; a 
deep melancholy overspread her mind, 
so as greatly to distress her husband. 
He observed her, particularly when slip 
thought him asleep, to sigh deeply, as if 
something very weighty lay upon lier 
spirits. After much entreaty atid affec- 
tionate attention, she related to him wliat 
she saw when she was a girl in Ireland, 
and said that scarce a day or night had 
passed for the last twelve months, but she 
had felt a pressure on her mind, and had, 
as it were, heard distinctly a voice, saying, 
" Thou must go to Ireland, and bring 
the murderer of the children to justice. 
This, at times, she believed to be a divine 
intimation, yet on reasoning about it she 
thought the effecting of it by her to be 
impossible, and consequently that tlif 
apprehension of its being required hy 
God must be a delusion. Thus she ffas 
tossed to and fro in her mind, uncertain 
how to determine, and her agitatioinva* 
such that it was apprehended her disso- 
lution was near at hand. Her husband 
strongly encouraged her to fulfil what lie 
had no doubt was a divine injunction; 
and as the Governor's brother was Lora 
Lieutenant of Ireland, he thought it a 
suitable season. He waited upon the 
Governor, who obliged him with lettcR 
of recommendation to his brother and 
such gentlemen as would enable her " 
bring this man to justice ; whose na•' 
she did not know, but whose person was 
indelibly stamped on her memory. Her 
kind husband prepared every accommoda- 
tion for the voyage, encouraging 'w'  • 



ANNALS OF CRIME. 34t 
liis sympathizing tenderness, so that in 
a few weelcs she recovered her former 
health and spirits, and embarked with 
suitable attendants on board a vessel for 
Dublin. 

On her arrival, she waited upon the 
Viceroy at the castle, and delivered her 
letters. He entered warmly into the 
matter, as worthy of public concern; yet 
lie thonglit great secresy and prudence 
requisite to effect the desired purpose. 
The Viceroy, as a wise man, sent for the 
judges, just then appointed for the Mun- 
ster circuit, and showed them the letters 
jhe had brought from his brother, and 
requested they would interest themselves 
ill this business. The judges treated her 
iiitli great respect, and assured her of 
their vigorous assistance to bring the 
murderer to justice; but as she did not 
know the man's name, nor where he now 
dwelt, if living, they saw much difficulty 
in the matter. She was desired, however, 
not to communicate with any one but 
the Viceroy and themselves; and as the 
assizes for the county of Tipperary were 
very numerously attended, they would 
lake care she should be placed in such a 
convenient part of the court-house every 
ilay at Clonmell, that, if he sliould be 
there, she could not but have an oppor- 
tunity of seeing him. The day after her 
iirival there, and during the first of their 
sitting, she was placed, by the direction 
of the judges to the sheriff, in a com- 
modious place for her purpose. With 
anxious solicitude she watched for the 
person. At length a jury was returned 
to try a cause: on their names being 
called over to be sworn, she saw a man 
come forward, whom she instantly knew 
to lie the person she came to prosecute, 
and then heard his name called. At a 
suitable time she informed the judges 
tkat the man was in court, and gave 
tlem his name. The judges instantly 
adjourned the court, and sent the sheriff 
t» the juryman to meet them immediately 
at their lodgings, where they soon arrived. 
On sitting down, one of the judges said, 
"Madam, be pleased to relate to this 
gentleman what you related to us and 
the Lord Lieutenant, last week, in Dublin 
Castle." 

The lady, looking the juryman in the 
face, said, " My lords, when I was a girl, 
'saw that man, now before you, throw 
sncn little children into the river Suir," 

and proceeded with the particulars. 
Whilst she was speaking he grew pale, 
and trembled exceedingly; but, when she 
came to that part of her relation, respect- 
ing feeling a pressure of mind for more 
than a year, which she believed to be 
from God's requiring her to come to 
Ireland, and endeavour to bring him to 
justice for these murders, he was quite 
overcome, and confessed his guilt, and 
the truth of all which she asserted. On 
this the grand jury was sent for, and bills 
of indictment were found against him. 
Next day he was tried, found guilty, and 
executed at Clonmell. 

She speedily returned to her husband 
and children, lived many years after in 
great happiness with them, fully restored 
to her health, in peace and serenity of 
mind. 

This man had read his recantation 
from the Church of Rome, had professed 
himself a Protestant, and thus became 
qualified to be a juryman. 

THOMAS BARKWITH. 

THE following is one of the most lament- 
able cases ever met with. This unfortu- 
nate young man was of an amiable dispo- 
sition, and had received a very liberal 
education; but, through the allurements 
of a coquette, a character both despicable 
and dangerous, he was driven to commit 
the disgraceful deed for which he suffered, 
in order to supply the expenses which 
she incurred. 

Thomas Barkwitli was the descendant 
of a respectable family in the Isle of Ely. 
At a very early period of life he was 
observed to possess a strength of under- 
standing beyond what could be expected 
at his years; and this determined his 
father to add to such extraordinary gifts 
of nature the advantages of a liberal edu- 
cation. The necessary attention was also 
given to impress upon his mind a just 
idea of the principles of religion, and the 
absolute necessity of practical virtue. 
Before he had arrived at his fourteenth 
year he obtained great proficiency in the 
Greek, Latin, French, and Italian lan- 
guages; and afforded an indisputable 
proof of the depth of his penetration, and 
the brilliancy of his fancy, in the produc- 
tion of a variety of poetical and prose 
essays. His figure, naturally agreeable, 
was improved by a graceful deportment: 

.LaEM-CCTimiijin--- 
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and his manner of address was insinuating, 
as he excelled in the art of conversation ; 
which qualifications, added to his exten- 
sive knowledge in the several branches of 
polite literature, rendered him an object 
of esteem and adnuration. 

Soon after he had passed his fourteenth 
year he received an invitation to visit an 
aunt residing in the metropolis. He had 
not been many days in London before 
he became equally conspicuous, through- 
out the whole circle of his acquaintance, 
on the score of his mental powers and 
personal qualifications; and he was dis- 
suaded by his friends from returning into 
the country, it being their unanimous 
opinion that London was, of all others, 
the place where opportunities, which the 
youth might improve to the advancement 
of his fortune, would be most likely to 
occur. 

A short time after his arrival in the 
metropolis he procured a recommendation 
to a Master in Chancery of high reputa- 
tion and extensive practice: this gentle- 
man appointed him to the superintendance 
of that department of his business which 
related to money matters; and in this 
office he acquitted himself entirely to the 
satisfaction of his employer, who con- 
sidered him a youth in whom he might 
safely repose an unlimited confidence. 
He possessed the particular esteem of all 
those who had the happiness of his ac- 
quaintance : and it was their common 
opinion that his fine talents and great 
capacity for business could not fail to 
introduce him to some considerable line 
of life. 

The gentleman in whose service Bark- 
with had engaged, being under the neces- 
sity of going into Wales, on some business 
respecting an estate there, commissioned 
him to receive the rents of a number of 
houses in London. 

In the neighbourhood of the solicitor 
lived a young lady, of whom Barkwith 
had for some time been passionately 
enamoured; and immediately upon the 
departure of his employer for Wales, he 
determined to avail himself of the first 
opportunity of making a declaration of 
honourable love. 

Though the young lady did not mean 
to unite herself in marriage to Mr. Bark- 
with, she encouraged his addresses; and 
to her disingenuous conduct is to be 
attributed the fatal reverse of his fortune. 

from the most flattering prospect of 
acquiring a respectable situation in the 
world, to the dreadful event of sufierins 
an ignominious death at Tyburn. 

So entirely was his attention engrossed 
by the object of his love, that his master's 
most important business was wholly neg- 
lected ; and he appeared to have no 
object in view but that of ingratiating 
himself into the esteem of his mistress; 
to gratify whose extravagance and vanity 
he engaged in expenses greatly dispro- 
portionate to his income, by making her 
valuable presents, and accompanying her 
to the theatres, balls, assemblies, and 
other places of public entertainment, hi 
short, he was continually proposing parties 
of pleasure ; and she had too little discre- 
tion to reject such invitations as flattered 
the levity of her disposition, and yielded 
satisfaction to her immoderate fondness 
for scenes of gaiety. 

Upon the return of the solicitor, he 
found the affairs which he had entrusted 
to Barkwith in a very embarrassed situa- 
tion ; and upon searching into the cause 
of this unexpected and alarming circum- 
stance, it was discovered that the infatu- 
ated youth had embezzled a considerable 
sum. The gentleman, on making a par- 
ticular inquiry into the conduct of Bark- 
with, received such information as left 
little hopes of his reformation ; and there- 
fore he, though reluctantly, yielded to the 
dictates of prudence, and resolved to em- 
ploy him no longer: but, after having 
dismissed him from his service, he omitted 
no opportunity of showing him instances 
of kindness and respect; and generously 
exerted his endeavours to render him 
offices of friendship, and promote his 
interest on every occasion that oifered. 

Barkwith now hired chambers, in order 
to transact law business on his own 
account; but, as he had not been admitted 
an attorney, he was under the necessity 
of acting under the sanction of another 
person's name; whence it may be con- 
cluded that his business was not very 
extensive. He might, however, by a 
proper attention to his business, and a 
moderate economy in his expenses, have 
retrieved his affairs in a short time; hut 
unhappily his intercourse with the young 
lady was still continued, and he thought 
no sacrifice too great for convincing her 
of the ardour of his affection. 

He resided at his chambers about si.v 
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montlis; when, being arrested for a con- 
siderable sum, he put in bail to the action; 
and though he paid the money before the 
writbecame returnable, his credit received 
a terrible shock, from a report of this cir- 
cumstance being circulated amongst his 
creditors, who had not hitherto entertained 
tlie least suspicion of his being in pecu- 
niary difficulties. They now became ex- 
ceedingly importunate for him to settle 
llieir several demands immediately. 

Thus distressed, he made application 
to the persons whom he considered as his 
most valuable friends ; but his hopes were 
disappointed, the whole which he obtained 
amounting to a mere trifle : and what was 
particularly mortifying to him was, the 
repulse he met with from several on whom 
k had conferred considerable obligations 
on certain occasions. 

His necessities were so pressing as to 
drive him almost to desperation; but it 
must be observed, that his greatest dis- 
tress was occasioned by the reflection, 
tliat he was no longer in a capacity to 
indulge his mistress in that succession of 
pleasurable amusements to which she had 
teen so long familiarized. The idea that 
poverty would render him contemptible 
111 the opinion of his acquaintance, and 
iht lie should be no longer able to gra- 
tify the inclinations of the object on whom 
liis warmest affections were tixed, was too 
mortifying for the pride of Barkwith to 
endure; and he therefore determined on 
adopting a desperate expedient, by which 
kt vainly imagined that he should be 
fflabled to provide for some pressing 
'agencies, flattering himself that before 
'is expected temporary supply would be 
iskausted a more favourable turn would 
jile place in his affairs, and remove every 
i>citement to a repetition of guilt of the 
anie description. 

Barkwith took horse in the morning of 
ielSth.of November, 1739, pretending 
*' he was going to Denham, in Buck- 
•jhamshire, in order to transact some 
'•'portant business with respect to an 
JsWe which was to devolve to a young 
•y then in her minority. It is not 
mown whether he went to Denham ; but 
"lit four o'clock in the afternoon lie 

'i a coach on Hounslow Heath, and 
1 a gentleman who was inside of a 

* in silver not amounting to 20s. 
'•1 a short time a horseman came up, 

*ffas informed by the coachman that 

his master had been robbed by a high- 
wayman, who was yet in sight. The 
horseman immediately rode to an adja- 
cent farm-house, where he procured pis- 
tols, and persuaded a person to accom- 
pany him in search of the highwayman, 
whom, in about a quarter of an hour, 
they overtook, being separated from him 
only by a hedge. The gentleman, point- 
ing a pistol at Barkwith, said, if he did 
not surrender he would instantly shoot 
him; upon which Barkwith urged his 
horse to the creature's utmost speed, and 
continued to gain so much ground, that 
he would have escaped had he not dis- 
mounted to recover his hat, which the 
wind had blown off'. He regained the 
saddle, but soon observed that the delay 
occasioned by dismounting had enabled 
his pursuers nearly to overtake him; and 
he again quitted his horse, hoping to 
elude the pursuit by crossing the fields. 

In order to facilitate his escape, he 
disencumbered himself of his great coat; 
but this circumstance raising the sus- 
picion of some labouring people near the 
spot, they advanced to secure him, when 
he snapped two pistols at them; neither 
of them was loaded, but he thought the 
sight of fire-arms might perhaps deter the 
countrymen from continuing their pursuit. 
His spirits being violently agitated, his 
strength nearly exhausted, and there ap- 
pearing little probability of effecting an 
escape, he at length surrendered, saying 
to the people who surrounded him, that 
he was a gentleman heavily oppressed 
with misfortunes, and supplicating in the 
most pathetic terms that they would 
favour his escape: but his entreaties had 
no eifect. 

He was properly secured during that 
night, and the next morning conducted 
before a magistrate for examination. He 
was ordered to London, where he was 
re-examined, and then committed to 
Newgate. 

He was tried at the ensuing sessions at 
the Old Bailey, and condemned to suffer 
death. While he remained in Newgate, 
he conducted himself in a manner per- 
fectly consistent with his unhappy cir- 
cumstances : his unpresuming and quiet 
behaviour secured him from the insults 
of his fellow-prisoners ; and upon such of 
them as were not absolutely callous to the 
stings of conscience, the sincerity of his 
repentance had a favourable effect. 

•^^ 
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He was conveyed to Tyburn on the 
2l3t of December, 1739. He prayed to 
God with great fervency, and exhorted 
young people carefully to avoid engaging 
in expenses beyond their incomes; say- 
ing, that the perpetrator of villany, how- 
ever successful, was continually in a state 
of insupportable misery, through the 
silent upbraidings of an inward monitor; 
and that though justice was for a time 
eluded, imagination never failed to antici- 
pate all the horrors attendant on public 
ignominy and a violent death. 

EDWAKD JOINES. 

THOUGH nothing can be offered in ex- 
tenuation of the horrid crime of murder, 
yet provocation and passion, creating a 
temporary madness, have sometimes pre- 
cipitated men to do an act from which 
they wovdd at any other time have re- 
coiled with horror. 

The parents of Edward Joines were 
respectable house-keepers in Ratcliffe 
Highway, who, being desh-ous that the 
boy should he qualified for business, 
placed him under the direction of the 
master of a day-school in Goodman's 
Fields, where he continued a regular 
attendance about five years, but without 
gaining any considerable improvement. 

Soon after he had completed his four- 
teenth year he was removed from the 
school, and his father informed him that 
he was endeavouring to find some repu- 
table tradesman who would take him as 
an apprentice; but the youth expressed 
an aversion to any occupation but that of 
a gai'dener. Finding that he had con- 
ceived a strong prepossession in favour of 
this business, the father bound him to a 
gardener at Stepney, whom he served in 
an industrious and regular manner for 
the space of seven years ; and with whom 
he continued for some time afterwards in 
the capacity of a journeyman, his parents 
being so reduced through misfortunes, 
that they could not supply him with 
money to carry on business on his own 
account. 

A short time after the expiration of 
his apprenticeship he married a milk- 
woman, by whom he had seven children 
in the course of twenty years, during 
which time he lived in an amicable 
manner with his wife, earning a tolerable 
subsistence by honest industry. 

His children all died in their infancy, 
and upon the decease of his wife he pro- 
cured employment at Bromley; and that 
he might lose but little time in going to 
and returning from his work, he hired a 
lodging at the lower end of Poplar, in 
a house kept by a widow, with whom 
he, in a few days, contracted a criminal 
familiarity. They had lived together 
about a twelvemonth, jointly defraying 
the household expenses, when she, more 
frequently than usual, gave way to the 
natural violence of her temper, threaten- 
ing that he should not continue in the 
house unless he would marry her; which 
he consented to do, and they adjom'ned 
to the Fleet, where the ceremony was 
performed. 

After their marriage their disagree- 
ments became more frequent and violent; 
and upon the wife's daughter leaving her 
service, and coming to reside with them, 
she united with her mother in pursuing 
every measure that could render the life 
of Joines insupportably miserable. On 
his return from work one evening, a dis- 
agreement, as usual, took place, andheing 
aggravated by her abusive language he 
pushed her from him, and she fell against 
the grate, by which her arm was much 
scorched. In consequence of this she 
swore the peace against him; but when 
they appeared before the magistrate who 
had granted the warrant for the appre- 
hension of Joines, they were advised to 
compromise their dispute, to which they 
mutually agreed. 

By an accidental fall, Mrs. Joines broke 
her arm, about a month after the above 
aifaiv; but timely application being made 
to a surgeon, she, in a short time, had 
every reason to expect a perfect and 
speedy recovery. 

Joines being at a public-house on a 
Sunday afternoon, the landlord observed 
his daughter-in-law carrying a p»' "' 
porter from another alehouse, and men- 
tioned the circumstance to him, adding 
that the girl had been served with a '}'•' 
quantity at his house but a short '""* 
before.    Being  intoxicated,  Joines took 

fire at what th'e publican had imprudently 
said, and immediately went towards ^jf 
house, which was on the opposite side 
of the street, with an intention of p"' 
venting his wife from drinking the liqu"'' 
He struck the pot out of her hanA 
and   then   seizing   the   arm   that hail 
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been broken twisted it till the hone again 
separated. 

The fracture was again reduced, but 
such unfavourable symptoms appeared 
that amputation was judged necessary for 
preserving the life of the patient. In a 
short time afterwards, however, she was 
supposed to be in a fair way of recovery; 
and, calling one day at the gardens where 
lier husband was employed, she told his 
fellow-labourers that she had great hopes 
of her arm being speedily cured, adding, 
that she was then able to move lier fingers 
with but very little difficulty. 

The hopes of this unfortunate woman 
were falsely grounded ; for on the follow- 
ing day she was so ill that her life was 
judged to be very precarious. She sent 
for Joines from his work; and, upon his 
coming to her hed-side, he asked if she 
hsd any accusation to allege against him; 
upon which, shaking her head, she said, 
she would forgive him, and hoped the 
world would do so too. She expired the 
lext night, and in the morning Joines 
gave some directions respecting the fune- 
ral, and then went to work in the gardens 
as usual, not entertaining the least sus- 
picion that he should be accused as the 
cause of his wife's death; but, upon his 
return in the evening, he was apprehended 
on suspicion of murder. 

An inquest being summoned, to inquire 
Aether the woman was murdered or 
ihether she died according to the course 
•f nature, it appeared in evidence, that 
ler death was occasioned by the second 
fracture of her arm: the jury therefore 
Wught in a verdict of wilful murder 
Jgamst Joines, who was, in consequence, 
tomniitted to Newgate to be tried. 

At the ensuing sessions at the Old 
iiailey he was arraigned on an indictment 
for the wilful murder of his wife. In the 
Murse of the trial it appeared, that the 
prisoner had frequently forced the de- 
msi into the street, at a late hour of 
• night, without regard to her being 
'i'hout clothes, or the SBverity of the 
'Wher. The surgeon who attended her 
~ ied, that a gangrene appeared on her 

''Hi in consequence of its being broken 
"second time, which was indisputably 
«cause of her death. 

nearly three months had elapsed from 
•time of her arm being first broken to 
« of her decease; but not more than 

hill    ''»days had passed from the second frac- 

ture to the consequent mortification. If 
a person violently wounded dies within 
twelve calendar months, the offender 
causing such wound or wounds shall be 
deemed guilty of a capital felony. As it 
was evident that his wife died in con- 
sequence of his cruelty, within the time 
limited by law, Joines was pronounced to 
be guilty of murder, and sentenced to 
suffer death. 

During his confinement in Newgate he 
did not appear to entertain a proper sense 
of his guilt: as his wife did not die im- 
mediately after the fracture of her arm, it 
was with difficulty he could be persuaded 
that the jury had done him justice, in 
finding him guilty of murder. He had 
but a very imperfect notion of the princi- 
ples of religion; but the ordinary of the 
prison took great pains to inspire him 
with a just sense of his duty towards his 
Creator. Though he was distressed for 
all the necessaries of life during the greater 
part of his confinement, his daughter-in- 
law, who had taken possession of bis house 
and effects, neither visited him nor afforded 
him any kind of assistance ; and he was 
violently enraged against the young woman 
on account of this behaviour. 

He was executed at Tyburn in company 
with Thomas Barkwith, whose case fur- 
nishes the preceding chapter. 

JAMES WELCH AND THOMAS JONES. 

IN bringing the case of these criminals 
before the reader, we prove the innocence 
of the unhappy and unfortunate Richard 
Coleman, who, our readers will recollect, 
suffered death for the supposed murder of 
Sarah Green. We related his melancholy 
case in No. 31, page 246; and we shall 
now detail the real circumstances of this 
horrid murder, according to our promise. 

Two years had passed, after Coleman 
had been ignominiously laid in his grave, 
before his memory was rescued from dis- 
grace. Circumstances then, and not 
before, arose, which proved that James 
Welch, Thomas Jones, and John Nichols, 
the latter of whom was admitted an evi- 
dence for the crown, committed this 
shocking murder. 

As Welch and a young fellow named 
James Bush were walking on the road to 
Newington Butts, their conversation hap- 
pened to turn on the subject of those who 
had been executed without being guilty; 
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and Welch said, " Among whom was 
Coleman. Nichols, Jones, and I were 
the persons who committed the murder 
for which he was hanged." In the course 
of conversation, Welch owned, that, hav- 
ing been at a public-house called Sot's 
Hole, they had drank plentifully, and on 
their returning through Kennington Lane 
they met with a woman, with whom they 
went as far as the Parsonage Walk, near 
the church-yard of Newington, where she 
•was so horridly abused by Nichols and 
Jones that Welch declined offering her 
.any farther insult. 

Bush did uot at that time appear to 
pay any particular attention to what he 
•heard; but soon afterwards, as he Was 
•crossing London Bridge with his father, 
he addressed him as follows : " Father, I 
Tiave been extremely ill; and, as I am 
afraid I shall not live long, I should be 
:glad to discover something that lies heavy 
on my mind." They then went to a 
public-house in the Borough, where Bush 
related the story to his father; which was 
scarce ended, when, seeing Jones at the 
window, they called him in, and desired 
him to drink with them. 

He had not been long in company, 
when they told him they heard he was 
one of the murderers of Sarah Green, on 
whose account Coleman suffered death. 
Jones trembled and turned pale on hear- 
ing what they said; but, soon assuming a 
degree of courage, said, " What does it 
signify? The man is hanged, and the 
woman dead, and nobody can hurt us;" 
to which he added, " We were connected 
with a woman, but who can tell it was 
the woman Coleman died for?" 

In consequence of this acknowledg- 
ment, Nichols, Jones, and Welch were 
soon afterwards apprehended; when all 
of them steadily denied their guilt; and 
the hearsay testimony of Bush being all 
that could be adduced against them, 
Nichols was admitted evidence for the 
crown; in consequence of which all the 
particulars of the horrid murder were 
developed. 

The prisoners being brought to trial at 
the next assizes for the county of Surrey, 
Nichols deposed that himself, Welch, and 
Jones, having been drinking at the house 
called Sot's Hole, on the night that the 
woman was used in such an inhuman 
manner, they quitted that house, in order 
to return home; when, meeting a woman, 

they asked her if she would drink; which 
she declined, unless they would go to the 
King's Head, where she would treat tlitnn 
with a pot of beer. 

They thereupon went to the King's 
Head, and drank both beer and Geneva 
with her; and then, all the parties goini' 
forward to the Parsonage Walk, the poor 
woman was treated in a manner too sliocl;- 
ing to be described. It appeared tliat at 
the time of the perpetration of the fact the 
murderers wore white aprons, and that 
Jones and Welch called Nichols by the 
name of Coleman; circumstances that 
evidently led to the prior conviction of 
that unfortunate man. 

On the whole state of the evidence 
there seemed to be no doubt of the guilt 
of the prisoners, so that the jury did not 
hesitate to convict them, and sentence of 
death was of course passed. 

After conviction these malefactors be- 
haved with the utmost contrition, being 
attended by the Rev. Dr. Howard, rector 
of St. George, Southwark, to whom they 
readily confessed their offences. They 
likewise signed a declaration, which they 
begged might be published, containing the 
fullest assertion of Coleman's innocence; 
and, exclusive of his acknowledgment, 
Welch wrote to the brother of Coleman, 
confessing his guilt, and begging his 
prayers and forgiveness. 

The sister of Jones living in the service 
of a genteel family at Richmond, he wrote 
to her to make interest in his favour; but 
the answer he received was to the effect, 
tliat his crime was of such a nature that 
she could not ask a favour for him ivitli 
any degree of propriety. She earnestly 
begged of him to prepare for death, and 
implore pardon at that tribunal where 
alone it could be expected, where only his 
application for favour, humbly and con- 
tritely sought, would be likely to succeed, 
by the obtaiiiment of an assurance ot 
eternal salvation. 

These culprits were executed on Iven- 
nington Common on the 6th of St'iitem- 
ber, 1731. 

This case certainly furnishes us with a 
conviction that an accused party should 
have the benefit of the least doubt. 

London : Printed, for tlie Proprietor, byTlwm" 
Foale, 2, Upper Southampton Street, PentonviUe. 
and Pnblislied by WILLIAM MARK CLAKl^. 
19, Warwick Lane; and ,T. PATTIE, High i't'W' 
Uloomsburv : and to be had of all Booksellers. 
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CHAPTER I. 
THIS individual was born in Wales, being 
fc descendant of a very good family 
line, as indeed are almost all of that 
•me; and lie perhaps distinguished him- 
*« ill the freebooting way as much as 
ii.v man that ever engaged in it, and had 
1! large a share of personal courage and 
Iravery. 

His father was a rich yeoman or farmer; 
• young Morgan had no inclination to 
«»w that employment, and he therefore 
• his country, and went to seek Iiis 
'"'line on the seas, which he imagined 
wnld better suit his temper. He was 
"lertained in a certain port, where seve- 
* ships lay at anchor, bound for the 

island of Barbadoes. He resolved to go 
into the service of one of these ships, the 
master of which, according to what was 
commonly practised in those parts by the 
English and other nations, sold him as 
soon as he came on shore. 

He served his time at Barbadoes; and 
when he had obtained his liberty he trans- 
ferred himself to the island of Jamaica, 
there to seek his fortune. Here he found 
two vessels of pirates that were ready to 
put to sea; and, being destitute of employ, 
he put himself in one of these ships, with 
an intent to follow the exercises of those 
people. He learned in a little while their 
manner of living, and so exactly, that 
having performed three or four voyages 
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with success, and saved some money, he 
agreed with some of his sliipmates, who 
had also saved money, to join stocks and 
buy a sliip. The vessel being bought, 
they unanimously chose him to be the 
captain and commander thereof. 

With this ship he soon after set sail 
from Jamaica to cruise upon the coast of 
Camp§che, in which voyage he had the 
fortune to take several ships, with which 
he returned triumphant to the same 
island. Here he found, at the same 
time, an old pirate, named Mansvelt, who 
was then busied in equipping a consider- 
able fleet of ships, with design to land 
upon the Continent, and pillage whatever 
came in his way; Mansvelt seeing Capt. 
Morgan returned with so many prizes, 
judged him, from his actions, to be of an 
undaunted courage; and hereupon was 
moved to choose him for his Vice-Admiral 
in that expedition. Thus having fitted 
out fifteen ships, great 'and small, they 
set sail from Jamaica with five hundred 
men, both Walloons and French. With 
this fleet they arrived not long after at 
the Isle of St. Catherine, situated near 
the Continent of Costa Rica, in twelve 
degrees and a half Northern Latitude, 
and distant thirty-five leagues from the 
River Chagre, between North and South. 
Here they made their first descent, land- 
ing most of their men presently after. 

Being now come to try their arms and 
fortune, they in a short time forced the 
garrison that kept tlie island to surrender, 
and deliver into their hands all the forts 
and castles belonging thereto. All these 
they instantly demolished, reserving only 
one; wherein they placed one hundred 
men of their own party, and all the slaves 
they had taken from the Spaniards. With 
the rest of their men they marched unto 
another small island, adjoining so near 
that of St. Catherine that they could get 
over with a bridge. In a few days they 
made a bridge, and passed thither, con- 
veying also over it all the pieces of ord- 
nance which they had taken on the great 
island. Having ruined and destroyed, 
with sword and fire, both the islands, 
leaving what orders were necessary at 
the castle above mentioned, they put to 
sea again, with the Spaniards they had 
taken prisoners. Yet these they set on 
shore, not long after, upon the firm land, 
near Puerto Veio. After this, they began 
to cruise upon the coasts of Costa Rica, 

till finally they came to the River CoUa, 
designing to rob and pillage all the towns 
they could find in those parts, and after- 
wards to pass to the village of Nata to do 
the same. 

The President or Governor of Panama 
having had advice of the arrival of these 
pirates, and the hostilities they committed 
everywhere, thought it his duty to set 
forth to their encounter with a body of 
men. His coming caused the pirates 
to retire suddenly, with all speed and 
care ; especially seeing the whole country 
alarmed at their arrival, and that their 
designs were known, and consequently 
could be of no great effect at that time. 
Hereupon they returned to the Isle of St. 
Catherine, to visit the hundred men they 
had left in garrison there. The Governor 
of these men was a Frenchman, named 
Le Sieur Simon, who behaved himself 
very well in that charge, while Mansvelt 
was absent; insomuch that he had put 
the great island in a very good posture 
of defence; and the little one he had 
caused to be cultivated with many fertile 
plantations, which were sufficient to re- 
victual the whole fleet with provisions 
and fruits, not only for present refresh- 
ment, but also in case of a new voyage. 
Mansvelt's inclinations were very much 
bent to keep these two islands in per- 
petual possession, as being very commo- 
dious, and profitably situated for the use 
of the pirates; chiefly because they ivere 
so near the Spanish dominions, and easily 
to be defended against them. 

Hereupon Mansvelt determined to re- 
turn to Jamaica, with design to send some 
recruits to the Isle of St. Catherine, that 
in case of any invasion from the Spaniards 
the pirates might be provided for a defence. 
As soon as he arrived, he propounded his 
mind and intentions unto the Governor 
of that island; but he liked not the pro- 
positions of Mansvelt, fearing, lest by 
granting such things, he should displease 
his master, the King of England. Be- 
sides that, by giving him the men he 
desired, and other necessaries for th»' 
purpose, he must of necessity diminisli 
and weaken the forces of the island 
whereof he was Governor. Mansvelt, 
seeing the unwillingness of the Governor 
of Jamaica, and that of his own accori 
he could not compass what he desired, 
with the same intent and design went to 
the island of Tortuga.    But there, before 
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lie could accomplish his desires, or put in 
execution what was intended, death sud- 
denly surprised liim, and put a period to 
liis wicked life; all things thereby re- 
maining in suspense, till a subsequent 
occasion put them again in motion. 

Le Sieur Simon, who remained at the 
isle of St.  Catherine,  in quality of Go- 
vernor thereof,  receiving no  news from 
Mansvelt,  his  Admiral, was  greatly im- 
pitient and desirous to know what might 
be the cause thereof.    JNleanwhile, Don 
John  Perez   de   Guzman,   being  newly 
tome to the government of Costa Rica, 
ttonght it  no  ways   convenient for  the 
interest of the King of Spain that that 
island should remain in the hands of the 
ling of the  pirates;   and thereupon  he 
quipped a  considerable  fleet, which  he 
sent to the island to retake it.    But be- 
fore he came to use any great violence, 
le wrote a letter  to  Le  Sieur  Simon, 
ilierein he gave him to understand, that 
if he would   surrender   the  island  unto 
iis Catholic  Majesty he should be very 
lell rewarded ;  but in case of refusal he 
sloiild be severely punished when he had 
forced him  to do  it.    Le Sieur Simon, 
Ming no  appearance  or  probability  of 
iiting able to defend it alone, nor any 
tmolument that by so doing could accrue 
»liim or his people,   after  some  small 
lesistauce,  delivered up  the  island  into 
4e hands of its true master,  under the 
same articles as those by which they had 
(tained it from the  Spaniards.    A few 
ays after  the   surrender  of the   island 
ilere arrived from Jamaica an English 
slip, vvliich   the   Governor   of  the   said 
ind had sent underhand, wdierein was 
igood supply of people,  both men and 
wmen.   'I'he  Spaniards from the castle 
'iting spied this ship, put forth English 
"lours, persuaded Le Sieur Simon to go 
"board, and conduct the said ship into 
jport they assigned him.    This he per- 
taed immediately with  dissimulation, 
•liereby they were all made prisoners. 

In less than a month after this there 
I "rived at the   isle   an  English  vessel, 

•'ich, being seen at a great distance by 
't Major,  he gave orders to Le  Sieur 
Dillon to go and visit, and tell those who 
*eon board that the island belonged to 
• English.     He   performed   the   com- 
>!nd and found in  the said ship only 
'•H'teen men, one woman and her daugh- 
''iwho were instantly made prisoners. 

The English pirates were all trans- 
ported to Puerto Velo, excepting only 
three, who, by order of the Governor, 
were carried to Panama, there to work 
in the castle of St. Jerom. This forti- 
fication is an excellent piece of workman- 
ship, and very strong; being raised in 
the middle of the port of a quadranp-ular 
form, and of very hard stone. 

Captain Morgan, seeing his predecessor. 
Admiral Mansvelt,was dead, endeavoured, 
by all possible means, to preserve and 
keep in perpetual possession the Isle of 
St. Catherine, seated near to Cuba. His 
chief intent was to consecrate it as a 
refuge and sanctuary to the pirates of 
those parts; putting it in a sufficient 
condition for being a receptacle or store- 
house of their preys and robberies. To 
this efl^ect he left no stone unmoved 
whereby to compass his designs, writing, 
for the same purpose, to several merchants 
that lived in Virginia and New England, 
and persuading them to send him pro- 
visions and other necessary things towards 
putting the said island in such a posture 
of defence as it might neither fear any 
external dangers, nor be moved at any 
suspicions of invasion from either side, 
that might attempt to disquiet it. A.t 
last, all his thoughts and cares proved 
ineffectual, by the Spaniards retaking the 
said island : yet, notwithstanding. Captain 
Morgan retained his ancient courage, 
which instantly put him on new designs. 
Thus he equipped at first a ship, with 
intention to gather an entire fleet, both 
as great and as strong as he could com- 
pass. By degrees he put the whole mat- 
ter in execution, and gave orders to every 
member of his fleet that they should meet 
at a certain port of Cuba. Here he de- 
termined to call a council, and deliberate 
concerning what was best to be done, 
and what place they should first proceed 
against. 

Morgan had been no longer than two 
months in the abovementioned port. South 
of Cuba, when he had got together a fleet 
of twelve sail of ships and great boats; 
wherein he had seven hundred fighting 
men, part of which were English, and 
part French. They called a council, and 
some were of opinion it was convenient 
to assault the city of Havannah, under 
covert of the night; which enterprise, 
they said, might be easily performed, 
especially if they could take any of the 
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ecclesiastics, and make them prisoners; 
that the city might be sacked, in fact, 
before the castles could put themselves 
in a posture of defence. Others pro- 
pounded, according to their several opini- 
ons, other attempts. Notwithstanding, 
the former proposal was rejected, because 
many of the pirates had been prisoners 
aforetimes in the said city; and these 
affirmed, that nothing of consequence 
could be done imless with fifteen hundred 
men : moreover, that with all this number 
of people, they ought first to go to the 
island De los Finos, and land them in 
small boats about Matomano, fourteen 
leagues distant from the aforesaid city, 
whereby to accomplish and order their 
designs. 

Finally, they saw no possibility of 
gathering so great a fleet; and, hereupon, 
with that they had, they concluded to 
attempt some other place. Among the 
rest was found, at last, one who pro- 
pounded that they should go and assault 
the town of El Puerto del Principe. This 
proposition he endeavoured to make them 
entertain, by saying, he knew that place 
very well; and that being at a distance 
from the sea it never was sacked by any 
pirates; whereby the inliabitants were 
rich, as exercising their trade for ready 
money with those of Havannah, who kept 
here an established commerce, which con- 
sisted chiefly in hides. This proposal was 
immediately admired by Captain Morgan, 
and the chief of his companions; and 
thereupon they gave orders to every cap- 
tain to weigh anchor and set sail, steering 
their course towards the coast lying nearest 
El Puerto del Principe. Being arrived 
at this bay, a certain Spaniard, who was 
a prisoner on board tlie fleet, swam ashore 
by night, and came to the town of El 
Puerto del Principe, giving account to 
the inhabitants of the design the pirates 
had against them. This he affirmed to 
have overheard in their discourse, they 
thinking, at the same time, he did not 
understand the English tongue. The 
Spaniards, as soon as they received this 
fortunate advice, began instantly to hide 
their riches, and carry away what mov- 
ables they could. The Governor, also, 
immediately raised all the people of the 
town, both freemen and slaves, and with 
part of them took a post by which, of 
necessity, the pirates were to pass. He 
commanded likewise manv trees to be cut 

down, and laid amidst the ways, to hinder 
tl'.eir passage. In like manner, he placed 
several ambuscades, which were strenutli- 
ened with some pieces of cannon, to play 
upon them on their march. He gathered 
in all, about eiglit hundred men, of wliicli 
he distributed several into the befovemeti- 
tioned ambuscades, and with the rest lie 
begirt the town; displaying tliem upon 
the plain of a spacious field, whence they 
could see the pirates coming upon them. 

Captain Morgan, with his men, heiii" 
now upon the march, found the avenues 
and passages to the town impenetrable. 
They therefore took their way through 
the wood, traversing it with great diffi- 
culty, whereby they escaped divers am- 
buscades. Tims, at last, they came into 
the plain before mentioned, which, from 
its figure, is called by the Spaniards La 
Savannah (the Sheet). The Governor, 
seeing them come, made a detachment of 
a troop of horse ; which he sent to charge 
them in the front, thinking to disperse 
them, and, by putting them to flight, 
pursue them with his main body. But 
this design succeeded not as they in- 
tended ; for tlie pirates marched in very 
good rank and file, at the sound of their 
drums, with flying colours. When they 
came nigh to the horse they drew in the 
form of a semicircle, and thus advanced 
towards the Spaniards, who charged thera 
like valiant and courageous soldiers for a 
while ; but, finding the pirates very dex- 
terous at their arms, and their Governor, 
with many of their companions, killed, 
they began to retreat towards the wood. 
Here they designed to save themselves 
with more advantage; but before they 
could reach it the greatest part of than 
were unfortunately killed by the hands 
of the pirates. Thus they left the victory 
to these newly arrived enemies, who had 
no considerable loss of inen in this battle, 
and very few wounded, though the skir- 
mish continued for the space of four 
hours. They entered the town, though 
not without great resistance from such 
as were within, who defended themselves 
as long as possible, thinking by their 
defence to hinder the pillage. Many of 
the inhabitants, seeing the enemy wilbin 
the town, shut themselves up in tbeir 
houses, and from thence fired several 
shots against the pirates; who, perceiving 
the disadvantage, presently began '» 
threaten them, saying, " If' you do not 
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surrender voluntarily, you shall soon see 
the town in a flame, and your wives and 
children torn in pieces before your faces." 
At these menaces the Spaniards submitted 
entirely to the discretion of the pirates, 
believing they could not continue there 
long, and would soon be forced to dis- 
lodge. 

.'LS soon as the pirates had possessed 
themselves of the town, they shut up all 
the Spaniards — men, women, children, 
and slaves — in several churches, and 
then gathered all the goods they could 
fad, for the purpose of pillage. They 
afterwards searched the whole country 
round, bringing in, daily, many goods 
and prisoners, with much provision. With 
this they fell to banqueting among them- 
lelves, and making great cheer, after their 
customary way, without remembering the 
poor prisoners, whom they permitted to 
itarve in the churches for hunger. In 
llie mean time they ceased not to torment 
them in an inhuman manner, tliereby to 
make them confess where they had hid 
their goods, moneys, and other things; 
though little or nothing was left them. 
To this effect they punished all the women 
and children, keeping them without food, 
whereby the greatest part perished. 

When they found no more to rob, and 
that provisions began to grow scarce, they 
thought it convenient to depart, and seek 
new fortunes in other places. Hence 
llcy intimated to the prisoners, " they 
should find money to ransom themselves, 
else they should be all transported to 
Jamaica; and if they did not pay a 
lecond ransom, for the town, they would 
Urn every house into ashes." The inha- 
lants, hearing these severe menaces, 
mminated among themselves four fellow- 
ptisoners to go and seek the above con- 
iributions. But the pirates, to the intent 
4at they should return speedily with the 
Bisom prescribed, tormented several in 
'Mir presence, before they departed, with 
ill the rigour imaginable. After a few 
ys, the Spaniards returned from the 
Migue of their unreasonable commission, 
*ng Captain Morgan that they had 
"•» up and down, and searched all the 
'tighbouring woods and places they most 
*pected, and yet had not been able to 
tafl any of their own party, nor conse- 
jnently find any fruit of their embassy. 

out if," said they, "you are pleased to 
'"e a little longer patience with us, we 

shall certainly cause all that you demand 
to be paid within the space of fifteen 
days." Captain Morgan was contented, 
as it should seem, to grant this petition; 
but there came into the town, not long 
after, seven or eight pirates, who had 
been ranging in the woods and fields, and 
had got some considerable booty: these 
brought, among other prisoners, a certain 
negro, whom they found with letters about 
him. Captain Morgan, on perusing these 
letters, found that they vi'ere from the 
Governor of St. Jago, being written to 
some of the prisoners, advising them that 
they should not make too much haste to 
pay any ransom for their town or persons, 
or on any other pretext; but that they 
should, on the contrary, put off the pirates 
as well as they could with excuses and 
delays, expecting to be reheved by him 
in a short time, as he would certainly 
come to their aid without delay. This 
intelligence becoming known to Morgan, 
he immediately gave orders that all they 
had robbed should be carried on board 
the ships; and he intimated, withal, to 
the Spaniards that the very next day they 
should pay their ransoms; inasmuch as 
he would not wait one moment longer, 
but reduce the town to ashes in case they 
failed to procure the sum he demanded. 

With this intimation. Captain Morgan 
made no mention to the Spaniards of the 
letters he had intercepted; and they made 
him answer, that it was totally impossible 
for them to give such a sum of money in 
so short a time, seeing their fellow-towns- 
men were not to be found in all the 
country thereabouts. Morgan knew their 
intentions full well, and withal thought it 
prudent not to remain there any longer: 
hence he demanded of them only five 
hundred oxen, together with sufficient 
salt wherewith to salt them. 

To this he added only one more con- 
dition—that they should carry them on 
board his ships, to which they assented. 
Thus he departed with all his men, taking 
with him only six of the principal pri- 
soners as pledges of what he intended. 
The next day the Spaniards brought the 
cattle and salt to the ships, and required 
the prisoners; but Morgan refused to 
deliver them till such time as they had 
helped his men to kill and salt the beeves : 
this was likewise performed in great 
haste, he not caring to stay there any 
longer, lest he should be surprised by the 
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forces that were gathering against him; 
and, having received all on board his 
vessels, he set at liberty the prisoners he 
had kept as hostages for his demands. 

While these things were in agitation 
there happened to arise some dissensions 
between the English and French. A 
certain Frenchman being employed in 
killing and salting, one of the beeves, an 
English pirate came to him and seized 
the marrow-bones he had taken out of the 
ox, which sort of meat these people esteem 
very much. Hereupon they challenged 
one another. Being come to the place of 
duel, the Englishman drew his sword 
treacherously against the Frenchman, 
wounding him in the back, before he had 
put himself in a just posture of defence; 
whereby he suddenly fell dead upon the 
place. The other Frenchman, desirous 
to revenge this base action, made an in- 
surrection against the English. But Capt. 
Morgan soon extinguished this flame, by 
commanding the criminal to be bound in 
chains, and thus carried to Jamaica, pro- 
mising them all, he would see justice 
done upon him; for although it was per- 
mitted him to challenge his adversary, 
yet was it not lawful to kill him treach- 
erously, as he did. 

As soon as all things were in readiness, 
and on board the ships, and likewise the 
prisoners set at liberty, they sailed from 
thence, directing their course to a certain 
island, where Captain Morgan intended to 
make a dividend of what they had pur- 
chased in that voyage. Being arrived at 
the place assigned, they found not much 
less than the value of fifty thousand 
pieces of eight collectively in money and 
goods. The sum, on being known, caused 
a general resentment and grief, to see such 
a small purchase, which was not sufficient 
to pay their debts at Jamaica. Captain 
Morgan thereon propounded to them, 
that they should think upon some other 
enterprise and pillage before their return 
home: but the Frenchmen, not being 
able to agree with the English, separated 
from their company, leaving Captain 
Morgan with those of his own nation, 
notwithstanding all the persuasions he 
used to induce them to continue in his 
company. Thus they parted with all ex- 
ternal signs of friendship. Captain Mor- 
gan reiterating his promises to them that 
he would see justice done to the criminal 
before mentioned.    This he performed; 

for, being arrived at Jamaica, he caused 
him to be hanged; which was all the 
satisfaction the French pirates could ex- 
pect. 

Some, perhaps, may think, that tlie 
French having deserted Captain Morgan 
the English alone could not have been 
sufficient to perform such great actions 
as before their divisions. But Captain 
Morgan, who always communicated vigour 
with his words, infused such spirit into 
liis men as was able to put every one of 
them instantly upon new designs; tliey 
being all persuaded by his reasons, that 
the sole execution of his orders would he 
a certain means of obtaining riches. This 
persuasion had such an influence upon 
their minds, that with inimitable courage 
they all resolved to follow him. On the 
same plan did a certain pirate of Cam- 
peche act, who on this occasion joined 
with Captain Morgan, to seek new for- 
tunes under his conduct, and greater 
advantages than he had found before. 
In a few days, a fleet of nine sail, ships 
and great boats included, was collected, 
having four hundred and sixty militaiy 
men. 

After all things were in a good posture 
of readiness, they put forth to sea, Capt. 
Morgan imparting the design he had in 
mind to no one for the present. He only 
told them severally on different occasions, 
that he held it as indubitable that he 
should make a good fortune by that voy- 
age, if strange occurrences altered not 
the course of his designs. They directed 
their course towards the continent; and 
arrived in a few days upon the coast of 
Costa Rica, with all his fleet entire. No 
sooner had they discovered land than the 
commodore declared his intentions to the 
captains, and presently after to all the 
rest of the company. He told them that 
he intended in that expedition to plunder 
Puerto Velo, and that he would perform 
it by night, being resolved to put the 
whole city to sack, not the least corner 
escaping his diligence. Moreover, to en- 
courage them, he added, that this enter- 
prise could not fail to succeed well, seeing 
he had kept it a secret in his mind, with- 
out revealing it to anybody, so that they 
could not have notice of his coining. To 
this proposition some made answer, by 
alleging that they had not a sufficient 
number of men with which to assault so 
strong and great a  city.    But Morgan 
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replied, " If our number is  small,   our 
hearts are great; and the fewer persons 
we are, the more union and better shares 
we shall have in the spoil."    Being stimu- 
lated with the ambition of the vast riches 
liey promised themselves from their good 
success, they unanimously concluded to 
venture on that design.    But,  that our 
reader may better  comprehend  the in- 
comparable boldness of this exploit,  it 
may be necessary to say something  be- 
forehand  of the  city  of  Puerto  Velo; 
which is a city in America, seated in the 
province of Costa Rica, under the altitude 
of ten degrees Northern latitude, at the 
distance  of   fourteen   leagues   from   the 
Golf of Darien, and eight Westward from 
the port called Nombre de Deos.    It is 
the strongest  place   that   the  King   of 
Spain possessed in all the West Indies, 
excepting   Havannah   and   Carthagena. 
There are  two  castles,   almost impreg- 
nable, that defend  the  cit\',  they being 
situated at the entry of the port, so that no 
slip or boat can pass without permission. 
The garrison  consisted of two  hundred 
soldiers, and the town, at the time treated 
of, was constantly inhabited by four hun- 
W families, more or less.   The mer- 
chants dwelt  not   there,   (only  staying 
Ikere for a while, when the galleons were 
there from Spain,) by reason of the un- 
kealthiness   of   the   air,   occasioned   by 
certain vapours  that   exhale   from   the 
nountains.    Notwithstanding this, their 
ttief warehouses  were  at Puerto Velo, 
Ikough their habitations were all the year 
ling at   Panama;   from   whence   they 
litought the plate upon mules,  at sucli 
limes as the fair began ; and  when  the 
'lips   belonging    to    the    company   of 
Mgroes arrived there to sell slaves. 

Captain Morgan, who knew very well 
"11 the avenues of this city, as also all 
'ke neighbouring coasts, arrived in the 
fck of the evening at the place called 
• nerto de Naos, distant ten leagues to- 
Mrds the West of Puerto Velo. Being 
Mine to this place, they mounted the 
"rer in their ships, as far as another 
•atbour, called Puerto Pontin, where he 
•Me to an anchor. Here they put them- 
*lves immediately into boats and canoes, 
•wing in the ships only a few men to 
''ep them, and conduct them the next 
'"y into port. About midnight they 
9me to a certain place called Estera 
'"iga Lemos, where  they  all  went on 

shore, and marched by land to the first 
watch of the city. They had in their 
company an Englishman, who had been 
formerly a prisoner in those parts, and 
who now served them for a guide. To 
him and three or four more they gave 
commissions to take the sentinel, if pos- 
sible, and kill him on the spot. Accord- 
ingly, they laid hands on him, and appre- 
hended him with such cunning that he 
had no time to give warning with his 
musket, or make any other noise. Thus 
they brought him, with his hands bound, 
to Captain Morgan, who inquired how 
things went in the city, and what forces 
they had; with many other circumstances, 
which he was desirous to know. After 
every question, they made him a thousand 
menaces to kill him in case he declared 
not the truth. Thus they began to ad- 
vance towards the city, carrying the said 
sentinel, bound, before them. Having ' 
marched about a quarter of a league, 
they came to the castle, which is near the 
city; which presently they closely sur- 
rounded, so that no person could get 
either in or out of the said fortress. 

Being thus posted under the walls of 
the castle, Captain Morgan commanded 
the sentinel, whom they had taken pri- 
soner, to speak to those that were within, 
and charge them to surrender and deliver 
themselves up to his discretion; threaten- 
ing that otherwise they should be cut to 
pieces, and that quarter should not be 
given to any one. But they would listen 
to none of these threats, beginning imme- 
diately to fire; which gave notice to the 
city, and instantly alarmed the garrison. 
Notwithstanding that the Governor and 
soldiers of the said castle made as firm a 
resistance as they possibly could make, 
they were constrained to surrender to the 
pirates, who had no sooner taken posses- 
sion of the castle than they began to show 
themselves true to their word, by putting 
the Spaniards to the sword, thereby to 
strike a terror to the rest of the citizens. 
Having shut up all the officers and sol- 
diers, as prisoners, in one room, they set 
fire to the powder, of which they found a 
great quantity, and blew up the castle 
w-ith all its inmates. This being done, 
they pursued the course of their victory, 
falling upon the city, which was not yet 
prepared to receive them. Many of the 
inhabitants cast their jewels, moneys, and 
other valuables into wells or cisterns, or 
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hid them in other places under ground, to 
prevent, as much as possible, their being 
entirely robbed. One party of the pirates, 
being assigned to this purpose, ran imme- 
diately to the cloisters, and took as many 
religious people as they could find. 

The Governor of the city, not being 
able to rally the citizens, through the 
great confusion of the town, retired to 
one of the castles remaining, and from 
thence began to fire incessantly at the 
pirates. But these were not in the least 
negligent either to assault him or defend 
themselves, with all the courage imagin- 
able. Thus it was observable, that amidst 
the horror of the assault they made very 
few shots in vain; for, aiming with great 
dexterity at the mouths of the guns, the 
Spaniards were certain to lose one or two 
every time they charged a gun. 

Tlie assault of the castle in which the 
Governor had placed himself, continued 
very furious on both sides, from break of 
day till noon; and even then the case 
was very dubious which party should 
conquer or be conquered. At last, the 
pirates, perceiving they had lost many 
men, and, as yet, advanced but little to- 
wards the gaining either this or the other 
castles remaining, thought to make use 
of fire-balls, which they threw with both 
their hands; designing, if possible, to 
burn the doors of the castle. But when 
they were about to put this into execu- 
tion, the Spaniards, from the walls, let 
fall a great quantity of stones, and earthen 
pots full of powder, and other combustible 
matter, which forced them to desist from 
that attempt. Captain Morgan, seeing 
this vigorous defence made by the Spani- 
ards, began to despair of the whole success 
of the enterprise. Hereupon, many faint 
and calm meditations came into his mind; 
neither could he determine which way to 
turn himself in that distress of affairs. 
Being involved in these thoughts, he was 
suddenly animated to continue the assault, 
by seeing the English colours put forth 
at one of the lesser castles, which was just 
then entered by his men. A troop of 
these immediately came to meet him, 
proclaiming victory with loud shouts of 
joy. This instantly put him upon new 
resolves, of making fresh efforts to take 
the rest of the castles that stood out 
against him; especially seeing the chief 
citizens were fled to them, and had con- 
veyed thither great part of their riches, 

with all the plate belonging to the 
churches, and other things dedicated to 
divine service. 

I'o bring about this, therefore, he 
ordered ten or twelve ladders to be made 
in all possible haste, so broad that three 
or four men at once might ascend by 
them. These being finished, he com- 
manded all the religious men and women, 
whom he had taken prisoners, to fix them 
against the walls of the castle. Thus 
much he had beforehand threatened the 
Governor to perform, in case he delivered 
not the castle. But the answer of that 
gallant commander was, that he would 
never surrender himself alive. The cap- 
tain's knowledge of the superstition of 
these people furnished him with this 
stratagem ; for he persuaded himself that 
the Governor would not employ his utmost 
forces, seeing religious women and eccle- 
siastical persons exposed, in the front of 
the soldiers, to the greatest dangers. 
I'hus the ladders, as we have said, were 
put into the hands of religious persons of 
both sexes ; and these were forced, at the 
head of the companies, to raise and apply 
them to the walls. 

Captain Morgan was, however, deceived 
in his judgment; for the Governor, who 
acted like a brave and courageous soldier, 
and who had little of the religious temper 
of his country, neglected not, in perform- 
ance of his duty, to use his utmost endea- 
vours to destroy whoever came near the 
walls. The religious men and women 
ceased not to cry to him, and beg of him, 
by all the saints of Heaven, to deliver up 
the castle, and spare both his and their 
own lives. But nothing could prevail 
with the resolution and fierceness that 
had possessed the Governor's mind. Thus 
many of the religious men and nuns were 
killed before they could place the ladders; 
which, at last, being done, though with 
great loss of their said brethren and 
sisters, the pirates mounted in great 
numbers and with no less valour, having 
fire-balls in their hands, and earthen pots 
full of powder; all which things, being 
now at the top of the walls, they kindled, 
and cast in among the Spaniards. 

(To be continued.) 
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CHAPTER  II. 

THE effort of tlie pirates before Puerto 
Velo was very bold and successful, inso- 
much that the Spaniards could no longer 
resist nor defend the castle, which was 
now entered; whereupon the inmates 
tlrew down their arms, and craved quar- 
to for their lives, except the Governor 
»f the city, who would neither admit nor 
trave mercy, but continued to kill many 
'f the pirates with his own hands, and 
tot a few of bis own soldiers because 
4ey did not stand to their arms; and 
ftoiigh the pirates asked him if he would 
We quarter, he constantly answered, 
"By no means: I bad rather die as 
1 valiant soldier, than be hanged as a 
toward."   They endeavoured,   as  much 

as they could, to take him prisoner, but 
be defended himself so obstinately that 
they were forced to kill him,- notwith- 
standing all the cries and tears of bis 
own wife and daughter, begging of him, 
upon their knees, to demand quarter, and 
save bis life. When the pirates had pos- 
sessed themselves of the castle, which was 
about night, they inclosed therein all the 
prisoners they bad taken, placing the men 
and women separately, with some guards 
upon them. All the wounded were put 
into a certain lonely apartment, to the 
intent their own complaints might be the 
cure of their diseases, for no other was 
afforded them. 

This being done,  they fell to eating 
and drinking, after their usual manner; 
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that is to say, committing in both these 
things all manner of debauchery and 
excess. These two vices were immedi- 
ately followed by many insolent actions 
of rape and adultery, committed upon 
numerous honest women, as well married 
as virgin; who, being threatened with 
the sword, were constrained to submit 
their bodies to the violence of their vil- 
lanous oppressors. After such a manner 
they delivered themselves up to all sorts 
of debauchery of this kind, that if there 
had been found only fifteen courageous 
men they might have retaken the city, 
and killed all the pirates. The next day, 
having plundered all they could find, they 
began to examine some of the prisoners, 
who had been persuaded by their com- 
panions to say they were the richest of 
the town; charging them severally, to 
discover where they had hid their riches 
and goods. But not being able to extort 
anything out of them, as they were not 
the right persons that possessed any 
wealth, they at last resolved to torture 
them. This they performed with such 
cruelty, that many of them died upon 
the rack or presently afterwards. Soon 
after this the President of Panama had 
news brought him of the pillage and ruin 
of Puerto Velo. This intelligence caused 
him to employ all his care and industry 
to raise forces, with design to pursue and 
cast out the pirates from thence. But 
these cared little for what extraordinary 
means the President used, as having ships 
nigh at hand, and being determined to 
set fire to the city and retreat. They 
had now been at Puerto Velo fifteen 
days, in which space of time they had 
lost many of their men, both by the 
unhealthiness of the country, and the 
extravagant debaucheries they had com- 
mitted. 

The pirates at length prepared for a 
departure, carrying on board their ships 
all the pillage they had obtained. But, 
above all, they provided the fleet witli 
sufficient victuals for the voyage. While 
these things were getting ready. Captain 
Morgan sent an injunction to the pri- 
soners that they should pay him a ransom 
for the city, or else he would fire it, and 
consume it to ashes, and blow up all the 
castles. He commanded them likewise 
to send speedily two persons to seek and 
procure the sum he demanded, which 
amounted to one hundred thousand pieces 

of eiglit. To this efiect, two men were 
sent to the Governor of Panama, to give 
him an account of all these tragedies. 
The President, having now a body of 
men in readiness, set forth immediately 
for Puerto Velo, to encounter the pirates 
before their retreat: but these people 
hearing of his coming, instead of flying 
away, went to meet him in a narrow 
passage, through which, of necessity, he 
must pass. Here they placed a hundred 
men, well armed, who, at the first en- 
counter, put to flight a considerable party 
of those of Panama. This accident obliged 
the President to retire, for that time, as 
not being yet in a posture of strength to 
proceed any farther. Presently after tins 
rencounter, he sent a message to Captain 
Morgan, to tell him, that in case he de- 
parted not suddenly, with all his forces, 
from Puerto Velo, he ought to expect no 
quarter for himself, nor his companions, 
when he should take them, as he hoped 
soon to do. Captain Morgan, who feared 
not his threats, as knowing he had a 
secure retreat in his ships, which were 
nigh at hand, made him answer, that he 
would not deliver up the castles, before 
he had received the contribution money 
he had demanded ; and in case it was not 
paid down, he would certainly burn the 
whole city, and then leave it; demolish- 
ing, beforehand, the castles, and killing 
the prisoners. 

The Governor of Panama perceived by 
this answer, that no means would serve 
to mollify the hearts of the pirates, nor 
reduce them to reason; on which he 
determined to leave them; and conse- 
quently those of the city, whom he came 
to relieve, were involved in the difficulties 
of making the best agreement they could 
with their enemies. Thus, in a few days 
more, the miserable citizens gathered the 
contribution in which they were fined; 
and brought the entire sum of one hun- 
dred thousand pieces of eight to the 
pirates, for a ransom out of the cruel 
captivity into which they were fallen. 

After these transactions. Captain Mor- 
gan set sail from Puerto Velo with all 
his ships; with which he arrived, in a 
few days, at the island of Cuba, where 
he sought out a place wherein, with all 
quiet and repose, he might make the 
dividend of the spoil he had gotten. 
They found in ready money, two hundred 
and fifty thousand pieces of eight, besides 
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a variety of merchandise; such as, cloth, 
linen, silks, and other goods. With this 
rich purchase they sailed again to the 
common place of rendezvous, Jamaica. 
Being arrived there, they passed some 
time in all sorts of vice and debauchery, 
according to their common practice, 
spending with prodigality what others 
had gained with no small labour and 
toil, though they, indeed, came to the 
possession of it as easily as they parted 
irith it. 

Not long after the arrival of the pirates 
at Jamaica, when they had stayed there 
precisely that shoi't time they needed to 
lavish away all the riches above men- 
tioned, they concluded upon another en- 
terprise, whereby to seek new fortunes. 
To this effect the captain gave orders to 
all the commanders of his ships, to meet 
together at the South island, called De 
la Vaca (Cow Island), seated on the 
south side of the Isle of Hispaniola. 
As soon as they came to this place, there 
Socked to them great numbers of other 
pirates, both French and English, the 
name of Captain Morgan being now ren- 
dered famous in all the neighbouring 
countries, for the great enterprises he had 
performed. There was at that present 
lime, at Jamaica, an English ship, newly 
come from New England, well mounted 
lith thirty-six guns. This vessel, likewise, 
by order of the Governor of Jamaica, 
came to join Morgan, to strengthen his 
fcet, and give him more courage to 
ittempt things of greater consequence. 
With this supply, Morgan judged himself 
suificiently strong, as having the addition 
cf a ship of such force, for it was really 
jte greatest in his fleet. Notwithstand- 
ing this, there being in the same place 
mother large vessel that carried twenty- 
four iron guns, and twelve brass, belong- 
ing to the French Captain Morgan, en- 
•eavoured as much as he could to join 
tliis ship, in like manner, with his own; 
Wtthe French, not daring to repose and 
t'list in tlie English, of whose actions they 
'We not a little jealous, denied absolutely 
'»consent thereto. 

The French pirates belonging to this 
»tge ship had accidentally met at sea an 
•glish vessel; and, being at the time 
Boer an extreme necessity of victuals, 
•w had taken some provisions out of 
4e English ship without paying for them, 
Bviiig, peradventure, no ready money on 

board : only they had given them bills of 
exchange, for Jamaica and Tortuga, to 
receive money there for what they had 
taken. Captain Morgan, having notice 
of this accident, and perceiving he could 
not prevail with the French captain to 
follow him in that expedition, resolved 
to lay hold of this occasion, as a pretext 
to ruin the French, and seek his own 
revenge ; whereupon he invited, with a 
masterly dissimulation, the French com- 
mander and several of his men to dine 
with him, on board the ship that was 
come from Jamaica. Being come thither, 
he made them all prisoners, pretending 
that the injury before mentioned done 
to the English vessel, in taking away 
some few provisions without pay, was the 
cause. 

Captain Morgan, in his proceedings 
with these Frenchmen, however, was less 
fortunate than usual; for soon after he 
had taken the French prisoners he called 
a council, to deliberate on what place 
they should first pitch, in the course of 
this new expedition. At this council it 
was determined to go to the Isle of 
Savona, there to wait the flota, which 
was then expected from Spain, and take 
any of the Spanish vessels that might 
chance to straggle from the rest. This 
resolution being taken, they began on 
board the large ship to feast' one another, 
for joy of their new voyage and happy 
council, as they hoped it would prove; 
in testimony of which they drank many 
healths, and discharged many guns, as 
the common sign of mirth and jollity 
among them. Most of the men being 
drunk, the ship was suddenly blown up 
into the air, by what accident is not 
known, with three hundred and fifty 
Englishmen, besides the French prisoners 
above mentioned, that were in the hold; 
of all which number there escaped only 
thirty men, who were in the great cabin, 
at,some distance from the main force 
of the gunpowder. Many more, it was 
thought, might have escaped, had they 
not been so much overtaken with wine. 

Eight days after the loss of the said 
ship. Captain Morgan commanded that 
search should be made for the bodies of 
the miserable wretches who were blown 
up, as they floated upon the surface of 
the sea; not for the purpose of giving 
them Christian burial, but for the sake of 
their clothes, &c.    If any had gold rings 
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upon their fingers, they were cut off, and 
their bodies left to the monsters of the 
deep. 

At last they set sail for the Isle of 
Savona, to the place of rendezvous, con- 
sisting, in all, of fifteen vessels, carrying 
nine hundred and sixty men. Captain 
Morgan commanding the greatest, which 
had only fourteen guns. In a few days 
they arrived at the Cabo de Labos, on 
the south side of the Isle of Hispaniola, 
between the Capes of Tuberen and Punta 
de Espada; whence they could not pass, 
(there being contrary winds for three 
•weeks,) notwithstanding all the endea- 
vours of Captain Morgan. They doubled 
the Cape, and soon spoke with an English 
vessel, buying for ready money such pro- 
visions as they stood in need of. 

Captain Morgan proceeded in the course 
of his voyage, till he came to the port of 
Ocoa. Here he landed some of his men, 
sending them into the woods to seek 
•water and what provisions they could 
find ; the better to spare such as he had 
already on board his fleet. They killed 
many beasts, and, among other animals, 
many horses. But the Spaniards not 
being well satisfied at their hunting, at- 
tempted to lay a stratagem for the pirates. 
To this purpose, they ordered three or 
four hundred men to come from the city 
of Santa Domingo, not far distant from 
this port, desiring them to meet to hunt 
in all the parts thereabouts adjoining to 
the sea, to the intent the pirates should 
find no subsistence. Within a few days 
the same pirates returned, with design to 
hunt; but, finding nothing to kill, about 
fifty of them straggled farther into the 
woods. The Spaniards, who watched their 
motions, gathered a great herd of cows, 
and set two or three men to keep them, 
•which the pirates espied, and killed a 
sufficient number for their use. Though 
the Spaniards could see them at a distance, 
they would not interrupt them for the 
present; but, as soon as they attempted 
to carry them off, they set upon them 
•with all imaginable fury, crying, " Mata, 
mata! " (that is. Kill, kill!) obliging the 
pirates to quit their prey, and retreat to 
their ships as fast as they could. This 
•was performed in good order, retiring 
gradually; and, when they had a favour- 
able opportunity, by discharging volleys 
of shot upon the Spaniards, killing many, 
though not without some loss on their 

own side. The rest of the Spaniards 
seeing what damage their companions 
had sustained, endeavoured to save them- 
selves by flight, and carry off the dead 
and wounded. The pirates, perceiving 
the Spaniards give way, pursued them 
immediately to the woods, killing the 
greater part of those who remained. 

The next day, Captain Morgan, being 
very much enraged, went with two liun- 
dred men into the woods, to seek for the 
rest of the Spaniards; but finding nobody, 
he revenged their death by burning the 
houses of the poor and miserable rustics 
in the fields near the woods. After this, 
he returned to his ships, well pleased he 
had done the enemy such considerahle 
damage, which •was always his most 
ardent desire. 

The great impatience wherewith Capt. 
Morgan waited so long for some of his 
ships, made him at length resolve to set 
sail without them, and steer his course 
for the Isle of Savona, the place against 
which he always had a design. Being 
arrived there, and not finding any of his 
ships yet come, he was more impatient 
than before, fearing they might be lost, 
or that he must proceed without them: 
nevertheless he waited their arrival some 
days longer. In the interim, having no 
great plenty of provisions, he sent a crew 
of one hundred and fifty men to the Isle 
of Hispaniola, to pillage some towns near 
the city of Santa Domingo: but the 
Spaniards, having had intelligence of 
their coming, were now so vigilant, and 
in so good a posture of defence, that the 
pirates thought it not convenient to as- 
sault them ; choosing rather to return 
empty handed into Captain Morgan's 
presence, than perish in that desperate 
enterprise. 

The captain, at last, seeing the other 
ships did not arrive, made a review of his 
people, [finding only five hundred men or 
thereabouts; and but eight ships out of 
fifteen, and the greater part of those very 
small. Thus, having hitherto resolved to 
cruise upon the coasts of Caraccas, and 
plunder all the towns and villages he 
could meet, finding himself at present 
with such small forces, he changed his 
resolution, by the advice of a French 
captain belonging to his fleet, who had 
served under Lolonois, his countryman, 
in similar enterprises, and was at the 
taking of Maracaibo.    Knowing all the 
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entries, passages, forces, and means how 
to put in execution the same again in the 
company of Captain Morgan, he made a ' 
full relation of the  matter;  and Morgan j 
concluded upon sacking it a second time, ; 
being: persuaded, with all his men, of the 
facility witli  which  they  might  execute 
ibt tlie Frenchman propounded.    Here- 
apoii they weighed anchor, and steered 
tbeir course   towards  Cura9oa.     Being 
tome within  sight  of  that island,   they 
landed at another, which is nigh to it, 
tailed Ruba, seated about twelve leagues 
from Curacoa,  towards the west.    This 
island was defended by a slender garrison, 
ud was inhabited by Indians, who were 
abject to the crown of Spain, and spoke 
Spanish, by reason of the Roman Catholic 
religion, which was then  cultivated  by 
lome few priests sent from time to time 
liom the neighbouring continent. 

Captain Morgan,  having cast anchor 
lefore this island, bought of the inhabit- 
mts a great many sheep and lambs, and 
ilso wood, which he needed for all his 
Heel.    Having  been  there two  days  he 
jjain set sail in the night time, to the 
intent tliat the people of the island might 
Mt icnow what course he steered. 

Tlie next day they arrived at the sea 
oiMaracaibo, taking always great care of 
iiol being seen from Vigilia, for which 
forpose they anchored out of sight of the 
latch-tower.   The night being come, tliey 
let sail again towards the land, and the 
lext morning,  by break of day,  found 
liemselves directly over against' the bar 
itthe lake last mentioned.   The Spaniards 
y here lately built a strong fort, whence 
tey now fired continually at the pirates 
Aile they were getting into boats for the 
pirpose  of landing.   The   dispute   con- 
linned very hot   on   both  sides,  being 
»anaged with a great deal of courage, 
tim morning till dark night.    Evening 
king  come.  Captain   Morgan   in   the 
•bicurity thereof drew nigh to the  fort; 
"id, having examined it,   he found no 
•It in it, the Spaniards having deserted 

not long before.   They left behind them 
'Batch kindled, near a train of guupow- 

" wherewith they designed to blow up 
»« pirates,   and  the  whole  fortress,  as 
*n as they were out of it.   This design 
jd taken effect, had the pirates failed to 
liicover it in the space of one quarter of 
jhour.    But Captain Morgan prevented 
''"mischief, by snatching away the match 

with all speed, whereby he saved both his 
own and his companions' lives. They 
found here a great quantity of gunpowder, 
with which he furnislied his fleet; and 
he afterwards demolished part of the 
walls, and nailed up sixteen pieces of 
ordnance, which carried from twelve to 
twenty-four pound bullets. Here they 
also found a great number of muskets 
and other military stores. 

The next day they commanded the 
ships to enter the bar; among which 
they divided the gunpowder, muskets, 
and other things they ibund in the fort. 
These things being done, they embarked 
again, to continue their course towards 
IVtaracaibo: but the waters were very 
low, so that they could not pass a certain 
bank that lies at the entry of the lake. 
Hereupon they were compelled to put 
themselves into canoes and small boats, 
with which tliey arrived the next day 
before Maracaibo, having no other de- 
fence than some small pieces, which they 
could carry in the said boats. Being 
landed, they ran immediately to the fort 
called De la Barra ; which they found in 
like manner as the preceding, without 
any person in it; for all the garrison and 
inhabitants had fled before them into the 
woods, leaving the town without any 
people, except a few miserable, poor folk, 
who had nothing to lose. 

As soon as they entered the town the 
pirates searched every corner thereof, to 
see if they could find any people that 
were hidden, who might break upon them 
unawares. Not finding anybody, every 
party, according as they came out of 
their several ships, chose what houses 
they pleased for themselves, in the best 
manner they could. The church was 
deputed for the common corps de garde, 
wliere they lived after a military manner, 
committing many insolent actions. The 
day after their arrival they sent a troop 
of one hundred men to seek for the in- 
habitants and their goods. These returned 
the next day following, bringing with them 
the number of thirty persons, men, women, 
and children ; and fifty mules laden with 
several sorts of merchandise. All these 
miserable prisoners were put to the rack, 

' to make t lem confess where the rest of 
the inhabitants were, and where their 
goods. Amongst other tortures then 

! used, one was, to stretch their hmbs with 
' cords, and, at the same time, beat them 
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with sticks and other weapons. Others 
had burning matches placed between 
their fingers, and were thus burnt alive; 
others had slender cords, or matches, 
twisted about their heads, till their eyes 
burst out of the skull. Thus all sorts of 
inhuman cruelties were executed upon 
these innocent people. Those who would 
not confess, or who had nothing to de- 
clare, died vmder the hands of these 
tyrannical men; whose tortures and racks 
contimied for the space of three whole 
weeks; in which time they ceased not to 
send out, daily, parties of men to seek for 
more people to torment and rob; they 
never returning home without booty and 
riches. 

Captain Morgan, having now got into 
his hands, by degrees, one hundred of the 
chief families, with their goods, at last 
resolved to go to Gibraltar. With this 
design he equipped his fleet, providing it 
very sufficiently with all necessary things. 
He likewise put on board all the prisoners, 
and, weighing anchor, set sail for the said 
place, with resolution to hazard a battle. 
They had sent before them some prisoners 
to Gibraltar, to announce to the inhabit- 
ants that they should surrender; other- 
wise Captain Morgan would put them 
all to the sword, without giving quarter 
to any person he should find alive. Not 
long after, he arrived with his fleet before 
Gibraltar, whose inhabitants received him 
with the continual firing of great cannon: 
but the pirates, instead of fainting thereat, 
ceased not to encourage one another, say- 
ing, "We must make one meal upon better 
things, before we taste the sweetness of 
the sugar this place affbrdetli.". 

The next day, very early in the morn- 
ing, they landed all their men ; and, being 
guided by the Frenchman before men- 
tioned, they marched to the town, not by 
the common way, hut crossing through 
the woods; by which way the Spaniards 
scarce thought they would have come; 
for at the beginning of their march they 
made an appearance as if they intended 
to come by the next and open way that 
led to the town, hereby the better to 
deceive the Spaniards. But these re- 
membering full well what hostilities had 
been committed upon them by pirates 
before, thought it not sal'e to wait their 
coming a second time ; and therefore they 
all fled out of the town as fast as they 
could, carrying off thuir goods and riches, 

as also all the gunpowder, having nailed 
up all the great guns; insomuch that the 
pirates found not one person in the whole 
city, excepting a poor and innocent man, 
who was born a fool. They asked this 
man whither the inhabitants were fled, 
and where they had carried their goods? 
Unto all which and the like questions he 
constantly made answer, " I know nothing, 
I know nothing." But they presently 
put him to the rack, and tortured him 
with cords; which torments caused him 
to cry out, " Do not torment me any 
more, and I will show you my goods and 
my riches." 

They were persuaded, as it should 
seem, that he was some rich person, who 
had disguised himself under those poor 
clothes and innocent tongue. They went 
with him, and he conducted them to a 
poor cottage, wherein he had a few 
earthen dishes, and other things of little 
or no value; and amongst these, three 
pieces of eight, which he had concealed, 
with some other trumpery, under ground. 
After this, they asked him his name, and 
he readily made answer, " My name is 
Don Sebastian Sanchez; and I am bro- 
ther to the Governor of Maracaibo." 
This foolish answer (for such it must be 
conceived) these men took for a certain 
truth; for no sooner had they heard it 
than they put him again upon the rack, 
lifting him up high with cords, and tying 
large weights to his feet and neck; be- 
sides using which cruel and stretching 
torment, they burnt him alive, applying 
palm-leaves burning to his face. Under 
these miseries he died in half an hour; 
after his death they cut the cords wliere- 
with they had stretched him, and dragged 
him forth into the adjoining woods, where 
they left him without burial. 

The same day they sent out a party 
of pirates to seek the inhabitants, upon 
whom they might employ their inhuman 
cruelties. 'These brought back with them 
an honest peasant, with two daughters of 
his, whom 'they had taken prisoners. and 

hom they intended to torture, in case 
they 'showed not the places where the 
inhabitants had hid themselves. The 
peasant knew some of the said places, 
and, seeing himself threatened with the 
rack, went with the pirates to show them- 
But the Spaniards, perceiving their ene- 
mies to range everywhere up and down 
the woods, were already fled from thence, 
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much farther off, into the thickest part 
of the woods, where they built huts, to 
screen themselves from the violence of 
the weather, with the few goods they had 
taken with them. The pirates judged 
themselves to be deceived by the peasant, 
and, therefore, to revenge their wrath 
upon him, notwithstanding all the excuses 
lie could make, and his humble supplica- 
tions for his life, they hanged him upon 
a tree. 

After this, they divided into several 
parties, and went to search the planta- 
tions; for they knew the Spaniards who 
had hid themselves could not live upon 
what they found in the woods, without 
coming now and then to seek provisions 
at their own country houses, flere they 
found a certain slave, to whom they pro- 
mised mountains of gold, and that they 
would give him his liberty, by transport- 
ing him to Jamaica, if he would show 
them the places where the inhabitants of 
Gibraltar lay hid. This fellow conducted 
lliem to a party of Spaniards, whom they 
instantly made prisoners, commanding the 
said slave to kill some of them before the 
eyes of the rest, to the intent that by this 
perpetrated crime he might never be able 
to leave their company. The negro, ac- 
cording to their order, committed many 
mrders and base actions upon the Spani- 
ards, and followed the unfortunate traces 
of the pirates; who, after the space of 
tight days, returned to Gibraltar, with 
many prisoners, and some nmles laden 
irith riches. They examined every pri- 
soner by himself, (having in all about 
two hundred and fifty persons,) where he 
lad concealed his goods, and if he knew 
if his fellow-townsmen. Such as would 
Mt confess were tormented after a most 
ttucl and inhuman manner. Among the 
lest, there happened to be a certain Por- 
loguese who, by the information of the 
"tgro, was reported, though falsely, to be 
wy rich. This man was commanded to 
pioduce his riches: but his answer was, 
ta he had no more than one hundred 
pieces of eight in the whole world, and 
4at these had been stolen from him two 
ws before by a servant of his; which 
wrds, though he sealed them with many 
laths and protestations, would not satisfy 
Jese wretches : whereupon they dragged 
• to the rack, without  any regard  to 
*age, being three score years, stretched 
* with cords, and broke both his arms 

behind his shoulders. This cruelty went 
not alone; for he not being able or will- 
ing to make any other declaration than 
the aforesaid, they put him to another 
sort of torment that was worse and more 
barbarous than the preceding. They tied 
him with small cords, by his two thumbs 
and g:reat toes, to four stakes that were 
fixed in the ground, at a convenient dis- 
tance, the whole weight of his body being 
pendent in the air upon those cords. 
Then they thrashed him, upon the cords, 
with great sticks, and all their strength, 
so that the body of this miserable man 
was ready to perish at every stroke, under 
the severity of those horrible pains. Not 
satisfied, as yet, with this cruel tprture, 
they took a stone, which weighed about 
two hundred pounds, and laid it upon his 
belly, as they intended to press him to 
death. At vvliich time they also kindled 
palm-leaves, and applied the flame to the 
face of this unfortunate Portuguese, burn- 
ing with them the whole skin, beard, 
and hair. At last, these cruel tyrants, 
seeing that neither with these tortures 
nor others they could get anything out 
of him, untied the cords, and carried 
him, being almost dead, to the church, 
where was their corps de garde. Here 
they tied him anew to one of the pillars 
of the place, leaving him in that condi- 
tion, without giving him anything to eat 
or drink for some daj's, unless very spar- 
ingly, so little as would scarce sustain 
life. Four or five days having elapsed, 
he desired that one of the prisoners might 
have the liberty to come to him, by whose 
means he promised to endeavour to raise 
some money to satisfy their demands. 
The prisoner whom he required was 
brought to him; and he ordered him to 
promise the pirates five hundred pieces 
of eight for his ransom. But they were 
both deaf and obstinate at such a small 
sum, and, instead of accepting it, beat 
him cruelly with cudgels, saying to him, 
" Old fellow, instead of five hundred, you 
must say five hundred thousand pieces of 
eight; otherwise you shall here end your 
life." Finally, after a thousand protesta- 
tions that he was but a miserable man, 
and kept a poor tavern for his living, he 
agreed with them for the sum of one 
thousand pieces of eight. These he raised 
in a few days, and, having paid them to 
the pirates, got his liberty; although so 
horribly maimed in his body that it is 
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scarcely to be believed he could survive 
many weeks after. 

Several other tortures besides these 
were exercised upon others, which this 
Portuguese endured not. Some were hung 
Up by their privy members, and left in 
that condition till they fell to the ground, 
their private parts being torn from their 
bodies. If after this they were minded 
to show themselves merciful to those 
wretches, thus lacerated in the most 
tender parts of their bodies, their merey 
was to run them through and through 
with their swords; and by this means 
rid them soon of their pains and lives ; 
otherwise, if this were not done, they 
tised to lie four or five days under the 
agonies of death. Others were crucified 
by these tyrants, and with kindled matches 
were burnt between the joints of their 
fingers and toes. Others had their feet 
put into the fiire, and thus were left to 
be roasted alive. At last, having used 
both these and other cruelties with tlie 
white men, they began to practise the 
same over again with the negroes, their 
slaves, who were treated with no less in- 
humanity than their masters. 

Among these slaves was found one who 
promised Captain Morgan to conduct him 
to a certain river belonging to the lake, 
where he should find a ship and four 
boats richly laden with goods, belonging 
to the inhabitants of Maracaibo. The 
same slave discovered likewise the place 
where the Governor lay hid, together 
with the greater part of the women of the 
town. But all this he revealed purely on 
accoimt of the menaces wherewith they 
threatened him, in case he told not what 
he knew. 

Captain Morgan presently sent away 
two hundred men in two great boats 
towards the abovementioned river, for 
the purpose of seeking what the slave 
had discovered. But he himself, with 
two hundred and fifty men, undertook to 
go and capture the Governor, who had 
retired to a small island, seated in the 
middle of the river, where he had built a 
little fort, after the best manner he could, 
for his defence ; but, hearing that Morgan 
came in person, with a great force, to 
seek him, he retired farther oft', to the top 
of a mountain, not far distant from that 
place, to which there was no ascent but 
by a very narrow passage. This refuge 
was so straight at its entrance,  indeed, 

that whoever attempted to gain the ascent 
must of necessity cause his men to pass 
one by one. 

Captain Morgan spent two days before 
he could arrive at the little island above 
mentioned. From thence he designed to 
proceed to the mountain where the Gover- 
nor was posted, had he not been told of 
the impossibility he should find in the 
ascent; not only from the narrowness of 
the passage that led to the top, but also 
that the Governor was very well provided 
with all sorts of ammunition. Besides, by 
the heavy rains which had fallen, all the 
gunpowder and ammunition belonging to 
the pirates was spoiled. By this rain 
they had also lost many of their men, at 
the passage over a river which was over- 
flown. Here perished likewise, some 
women and children, and many mules 
laden with plate and goods; all which 
they had taken in the fields from the 
fugitive inhabitants, in all directions: 
so that all things were in a very bad con- 
dition with the captain, and the bodies 
of his men were exceedingly harassed; 
and if the Spaniards at that juncture of 
time had but had a troop of fifty men, 
armed with pikes and spears, they might 
have entirely destroyed the pirates, with- 
out their being able to make any resist- 
ance. But the fears which the Spaniards 
had conceived from the beginning were 
so great, that if they only heard the 
leaves of the trees move they fancied 
the pirates were at hand. Finally, Mor- 
gan and his people, having sometimes in 
this march waded above thigh-deep in 
water, for a mile together, the greater 
part of them escaped; but of the women 
and children whom they made prisoners, 
the major part died. 

Thus, twelve days after they set forth 
to seek the Governor, they returned to 
Gibraltar with a great number of pri- 
soners. Two days after also arrived the 
two boats, which went to the river, bring- 
ing with them four boats and some pri- 
soners. But as to the greater part of the 
merchandise in the boats, the Spaniards 
had removed them, and they were not» 
be found. 

(To be continued.) 
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CHAPTER III. 

4FTER having been nine weeks at Gibral- 
l>r, the pirates began to think of their 
iepartuie, preparatory to which they 
oaaaged to obtain a heavy ransom for 
fc town: then returning to their vessels, 
4ey again visited Maracaibo, where they 
tand only one individual, an old sick 
«n, who had been left behind. This 
pson informed the pirates that a Spanish 
ilmiral was lying at the entrance of the 
'w with three large ships—one of forty- 
'gtt, another of thirty-eight, and another 
'•twenty-four guns; besides which the fort 
W been replaced in its state of defence. 

This intelligence very much staggered 
* pirates, especially on its being con- 

firmed by their commander sending two 
boats to the entrance of the river for the 
purpose of discover}'. These boatmen, on 
their return, stated that they had been 
so near the ships as to be fired at from 
them, and they narrowly escaped receiv- 
ing damage therebj'. In this state of 
affairs the pirates knew not how to act, 
seeing that their own force was so weak, 
the largest of their craft, commanded by 
their chief, carrying only fourteen guns. 
Every one judged that Captain Morgan 
desponded in his mind, and was destitute 
of all hope, considering the difficulty of 
passing safely with his little fleet amidst 
those great ships and the fort, and the 
necessity he was otherwise under of 
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perishing. How to escape any other 
way than this, either by sea or land, 
they saw no opportunity nor convenience. 
Only they could have wished that those 
three ships had come over the lake to 
seek them at Maracaibo, than to remain 
at the mouth of the straights, where they 
were; for at that passage they must of 
necessity fear the ruin of their fleet, 
which consisted only for the greater part 
of boats. 

Hereupon, being necessitated to act as 
well as he covild. Captain Morgan re- 
sumed new courage, and resolved to show 
himself as yet undaunted with these 
terrors. To this intent, he boldly sent 
a Spaniard to the admiral of those three 
ships, demanding of him a considerable 
tribute or ransom for not putting the 
city of Maracaibo to the flames. This 
man returned two days after, bringing to 
Captain Morgan a letter from the said 
admiral, whose contents we subjoin. 

" Having understood by all our friends 
and neighbours, the unexpected news, 
that you have dared to attempt and com- 
mit hostilities in the countries, cities, 
towns, and villages, belonging to the 
dominions of his Catholic majesty, my 
sovereign lord and master, I let you 
understand by these lines, that 1 am 
come to tills place, where I have put 
things in a very good posture of defence, 
and mounted again the artillery which 
you had nailed and dismounted, with 
intent to dispute with you your passage 
out of the lake, and pursue you every- 
where, to the end you may see the per- 
formance of my duty. Notwithstanding, 
if you will be contented to surrender with 
humility all the treasure you have taken, 
together with the slaves, and all other 
prisoners, 1 will let you freely pass, with- 
out trouble or molestation, upon condition 
that you retire home presently to your 
own country. 

" DON ALONSO DEL CAMPO Y ESPINOSA." 
As soon as Captain Morgan had re- 

ceived this letter, he called his men to- 
gether in the market-place of Maracaibo, 
and after reading the contents thereof, 
both in French and English, he asked 
their advice upon the whole matter; and 
whether they had rather surrender all 
they had purchased, to obtain their liberty, 
than fight hke men to keep what they 
were possessed of. 

'Jliey answered all unanimously, they 

had rather fight, and spill the last drop 
of blood they had in their veins, than 
surrender so easily the booty they had 
earned with so much danger of their 
lives. Among the company, one was 
found who resolutely spoke thus to Capt. 
Morgan : " Take you care for the rest, 
and I will undertake to destroy the 
largest of those ships with only twelve 
men. The manner shall be, by making 
a fire-ship of that vessel we took in the 
river of Gibraltar; and to the intent she 
may not be known for a fire-ship, we will 
fill her decks with logs of wood, standing 
with hats and Montera caps, to deceive 
their sight, with the representation of 
men. The same we will do at the port- 
holes that serve for the guns, which shall 
be filled with counterfeit cannon. At the 
stern we will hang out English colours, 
and persuade the enemy she is one of 
our best men of war, and comes to fight 
them." This proposition, being heard by 
the junta, was admitted and approved of 
by every one; nevertheless, their fears 
were not quite dispersed; for, notwith- 
standing what had been concluded there, 
they endeavoured the next day to see if 
they could come to an accommodation with 
Don Alonso. To this effect Captain Mor- 
gan sent him two persons, with the fol- 
lowing propositions. 

First, That he. Captain Morgan, would 
quit Maracaibo without doing any damage 
to the town, or exacting any ransom for 
the firing thereof. 

Secondly, That he would set at liberty 
one half of the slaves, and likewise all 
other prisoners, without ransom. 

Thirdly, That he would send home 
freely the four chief inhabitants of Gib- 
raltar, whom he had in his custody, as 
hostages for the contributions those people 
had promised to pay him. 

These propositions from the pirates, 
being understood by Don Alonso, were 
instantly rejected ; neither would he hear 
a word more of any accommodation, but 
sent back this message : That in case they 
surrendered themselves not voluntarily 
into his hands, within the space of t»o 
days, under the conditions he had offercJ 
them in his letter, he would immediately 
come and force them to do so. 

No sooner had Captain Morgan re- 
ceived this message from Don Alonso, 
than he put all things in order to figh'i 
resolving to get out of the lake by main 
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force without surrendering anything. In 
the first place, he commanded all the 
slaves and pi'isoners to be tied and guarded 
very well. After this, they gathered all 
llie pitch, tar, and brimstone they could 
{lid in the town, with which to prepare 
the fire-ship above mentioned. They like- 
wise made several inventions of powder 
and brimstone, with great quantities of 
palm-leaves, well anointed with tar. They 
also covered their counterfeit cannon very 
dexterously, laying under every piece 
thereof many pounds of gunpowder. 
Besides which, they cut down many out- 
works belonging to the ship, to the end 
the gunpowder might exert its strength 
the better. Thus (;hey broke open also 
new port-holes; where, instead of guns, 
they placed little drums, of which the 
negroes make use. Finally, the decks 
were handsomely beset with .pieces of 
wood, dressed up in the shape of men, 
with hats or monteras ; and likewise armed 
with swords, muskets, and bandoleers. 

The fire-ship being thus fitted to their 
purpose, they prepared themselves to go 
to the entry of the fort. AH the male 
prisoners were put into one great boat, 
and in another of the greatest they placed 
all the women, plate, jewels, and other 
rich things they had. Into others they 
pot all the bales of goods and merchan- 
(lise, and other things of bulk. Each of 
Ibese boats had twelve men on board, 
ivell armed. The fire-ship had orders to 
go before the rest of the vessels, and 
presently to fall foul of the great ship. 

All things being in readiness. Captain 
Morgan exacted an oath of all his com- 
rades, whereby they protested to defend 
ihemselves against the Spaniards, even to 
tie last drop of blood, without demand- 
ing quarter at any rate; promising them 
nithal, that whoever thus behaved .him- 
lelf should be very well rewarded. 

With this disposition of mind, they set 
ail to seek the Spaniards, and found their 
fleet riding at anchor in the middle of the 
•try of the lake. Captain Morgan, it 
ieing now almost dark, commanded all 
Ms vessels to anchor, with a design to 
'ght from thence, even all night, if they 
"tould provoke him thereto. He gave 
orders that a vigilant watch should be 
«pt on board every vessel till the morn- 
ing, they being almost within shot as well 
* within sight of the enemy. 

The dawning of the day being come, 

they weighed anchor, and set sail again, 
steering their course directly towards the 
Spaniards; who, observing them move, 
instantly did the same. The fire-ship 
sailing before the rest, fell presently upon 
the great ship, and grappled to her sides 
in a short time; when, being perceived 
by the Spaniards to be a fire-ship, they 
attempted to escape the danger by putting 
off; but in vain—it was too late ; for the 
flames suddenly 'seized her timber and 
tackling, and in a short space consumed 
all the stern, the fore-part sinking into the 
sea, whereby she perished. The second 
Spanish ship, perceiving the admiral to 
burn, not by accident, but by the industry 
of the enemy, escaped towai'ds the castle, 
where the Spaniards themselves sunk her; 
choosing this way of losing their ship 
rather than fall into the hands of the 
pirates, which they now held for inevi- 
table. The third, as having no opportu- 
nity to escape, was taken by the pirates. 
The seamen that sunk the second ship, 
nigh to the castle, perceiving that the 
pirates came towards them, to take what 
remains they could find of their shipwreck 
(for some part of the hull was then above 
water), set fire in like manner to this 
vessel, to the end tlie pirates might enjoy 
nothing of that spoil. The first ship being 
set on fire, some of the persons that were 
in her swam towards the shore. These 
the pirates would have taken up in their 
boats, but they would neither ask nor 
admit of any quarter; choosing rather to 
lose their lives, than receive them from 
the hands of their pursuers. 

The pirates were so extremely elevated 
by this signal victory, obtained in so short 
a time, and with so great inequality of 
forces, that they conceived greater pride 
in their minds than they had before; and 
thereupon they all presently ran ashore, 
intending to take the castle. This they 
found very well provided with men, great 
cannon, and ammunition ; they having no 
other arms than muskets, and a few fire- 
balls in their hands. Their own artillery 
they thought incapable from its smallness, 
of making any considerable breach in the 
walls. Thus they spent the rest of the 
day, filing at the garrison with their 
miiskets, till the dusk of the evening, at 
which time they attempted to advance 
nigher the walls, with intent to throw in 
the fire-balls. But the Spaniards, resolv- 
ing to sell their lives as dear as they 
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could, continued firing so furiously on 
them, that they thought it not convenient 
to approach any nearer, nor persist any 
longer in the dispute. Thus having ex- 
perienced the obstinacy of the enemy, 
and seeing upwards of thirty of their own 
men already dead, and as many more 
wounded, they retired to their ships. 

The Spaniards, believing the pirates 
would return the next day to renew the 
attack, as also to make use of their own 
cannon against the castle, laboured very 
hard all night in digging down and making 
plain some little hills, and small eminences, 
from whence the castle might be acted 
against. 

In the mean while Captain Morgan, 
with all his fleet, returned to Maracaibo, 
where he refitted the great ship he had 
taken of the three aforementioned. And 
now being well accommodated, he chose 
it for himself, giving his own bottom to 
one of his captains. 

He now again sent a messenger to the 
admiral, who had escaped on shore, and 
got into the castle, demanding of him a 
ransom for the town of Maracaibo, to 
preserve it from fire; which being denied, 
he threatened entirety to consume and 
destroy .it. The Spaniards, considering 
liow unfortunate they had been all along 
with the pirates, and not knowing how to 
get rid of them, concluded among them- 
selves to pay the said ransom, although 
Don Alonso would not consent to it. 
Hereupon they sent to Captain Morgan 
to ask what sum he demanded. He 
answered them that he would have thirty 
thousand pieces of eight, and five hundred 
beeves, to the intent his fleet might be 
well victualed with flesh. This ransom 
being paid, he promised them to give no 
farther trouble to the prisoners, nor to 
cause any ruin or damage to the town. 
Finally, they agreed with him upon the 
sum of twenty thousand pieces of eight, 
besides the five hundred beeves. 

But Captain Morgan would not deliver 
for that present the prisoners, as he had 
promised to do, by reason he feared the 
shot of the artillery of the castle, on his 
going out of the lake. Hereupon, he 
told them he intended not to deliver 
them till such time as he was out of that 
danger; hoping, by this means, to obtain 
a free passage: and he told the prisoners, 
that it was necessary they should agree 
with the Governor to open the passage 

with security for his fleet; to which point 
if he should not consent, he would cer- 
tainly hang them all up in his ships. 

After this warning, the prisoners met 
together to agree upon the persons they 
should depute to the said Governor Don 
Alonso; and they assigned some few 
among them for that embassy. These 
went to him, beseeching and supplicating 
the admiral that he would have corapas- 
sion on those afilicted prisoners who were 
as yet, together with their wives and 
children, in the hands of Captain Mor- 
gan ; and that to this end, he would be 
pleased to give his word to let the whole 
fleet of pirates freely pass without mo- 
lestation. But Don Alonso gave them a 
sharp reprehension for their cowardice, 
telling them, " If you had been as loyal 
to your king in hindering the entry of 
these pirates, as I shall be in opposing 
their going out, you had never caused 
these troubles, neither to yourselves nor 
to our whole nation, which hath suifered 
so much through your pusillanimity. In 
a word, I shall never grant your request; 
but shall endeavour to maintain that re- 
spect which is due to my king, according 
to my duty." 

Thus the Spaniards returned to their 
fellow-prisoners with much consternation 
of mind, and no hope of obtaining their 
request; telling Captain Morgan what 
answer they had received. His reply 
was, " If Don Alonso will not let me 
pass, I will find means how to do it with- 
out him." Hereupon he began presently 
to make a dividend of the booty they had 
taken in that voyage; fearing lest he 
might not have an opportunity of doing 
it in artother place, if any tempest should 
arise and separate the ships; being also 
jealous that some of the commanders 
might run away with the best part of the 
spoil, which lay much more in one vessel 
than another. 

The division being made, the question 
still remained, how they should pass the 
castle and get out of the lake: at last, 
they agreed to make use of a stratagem 
of no ill invention. On the day that pre- 
ceded the night wherein they determined 
to get out, they embarked many of their 
men in canoes, and rowed towards the 
shore, as if they intended to land them. 
Here they concealed themselves under 
the branches of trees that hung over tlie 
coast, for a while, till they had laid them- 
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selves down along in the boats. Then 
the canoes returned to the ships, with 
only the appearance of two or three men 
rowing them back, all the rest being con- 
cealed at the bottom of the canoes. Thus 
much only could be perceived from the 
castle; and this action of landing men 
was re])eated that day several times. The 
Spaniards thereby were brouglit to the 
persuasion, that the pirates intended to 
force the castle by scaling it, as soon as 
the night should come. This fear caused 
them to place most of their great ginis on 
that side which looked towards the land, 
together with the main force of their 
arms, leaving the contrary side, belonging 
to the sea, almost destitute of strength 
and defence. 

Night being come, the pirates weighed 
anchor, and by the light of the moon, 
without setting sail, committed themselves 
to the ebbing tide, which gently brought 
tliem down the river, till they came near 
the castle. Being now almost against it, 
they spread their sails with all tbe haste 
they could possibly make. The Spani- 
ards, perceiving them thus to escape, 
transported, with all speed, their guns 
from the other side of the castle, and 
began to fire furiously at the pirates. 
But these having a favourable wind, were 
past the danger before those in the castle 
could molest them; so that the pirates 
lost not any of their men, nor received 
any damage in their ships. Being now 
out of the reach of their guns. Captain 
Morgan sent a canoe to the castle with 
some prisoners; and the Governor thereof 
gave them a boat that every one might 
return to his own house. Just as he de- 
parted, Captain Morgan ordered seven 
great guns, with bullets, to be fired 
against the castle, as it were to take his 
leave of them. But they answered not 
so much as with a musket shot. 

While Captain Morgan made his for- 
tune by pillaging the towns above men- 
tioned, many of his men left him, and 
took three of his ships, with which they 
intended to have made their fortunes; 
seeing, that whilst they were under the 
raptain, he reaped the chief advantage 
from all their hazardous enterprises : be- 
lies, they found that the captain's inten- 
tons were to oppress them, and keep 
"lem entirely in subjection to his own 
arbitrary will. 

Captain Morgan, finding that he was 

become obnoxious to the greater part of 
his confederates, agreed with as many as 
he could influence, to take two or three 
of the ships, and steal privately oft'; 
assuring them that they should be able 
to make themselves masters of St. Cathe- 
rine, where they would fortify themselves. 
But in this they failed; and after per- 
forming so many strange exploits, it 
seemed as if retributive justice had over- 
taken them, for committing so many un- 
heard-of cruelties; for just at this juncture 
a new Governor arrived at Jamaica, who 
brought orders for the old Governor to be 
arrested, and sent home instantly, to give 
an account for his having encouraged the 
abominable outrages committed by the 
pirates. 

This step was taken by the government, 
on receiving fresh complaints from the 
court of Spain, that the pirates were con- 
stantly supplied with amnnmition and all 
sorts of necessaries from Jamaica, to en- 
able them to commit depredations upon 
the ships and settlements of his Catholic 
majesty, although a profound peace sub- 
sisted between the two nations; and that 
at Jamaica the pirates were permitted to 
come into the port with the same freedom 
as the trading ships of any other nation 
whatsoever. 

Upon this, Captain Morgan, being con- 
scious of his guilt, on hearing of the 
vigilance and severity of the new Govern- 
or, and the measures he had taken to put 
a stop to their depredations, as also that 
a great many of the pirates had been 
taken and executed, thought it was high 
time to make his escape, and provide for 
his own safety; which he either efl'ected, 
or, in attempting it, lost his life; for he 
was never afterwards heard of by his 
countrymen or any of those with whom 
he had heretofore associated. 

Naval and Military Torture.    W 6. 

COLONEL EVANS IN SPAIN. 

How long is Colonel (we beg pardon— 
General) Evans (" give him his due!") 
to misrepresent the city of Westminster 
in Parliament? In the management of 
this publication, we interfere with political 
matters only so far as they bear upon 
particular or especial cases of delin- 
quency ; and we cannot forget that the 
liberal Colonel above named was one of 
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the most strenuous in quashing a Parlia- 
mentary inquiry into the Cold Bath Fields 
monstrosity. It was the complaint of 
some persons of respectability in life, that 
all classes of people were indiscriminately 
ill-treated by the police, and that, on 
notifying their grievances to the com- 
missioners, these public servants or func- 
tionaries would not enter upon a survey 
of those grievances with a view to ulterior 
proceedings, positively refusing to enter- 
tain any accusation against a member of 
the gen d'armerie, however well attested. 
On the general subject being discussed in 
Parliament, with a view to the institu- 
tion of an inquiry, this qseudo-radical 
gentleman was opposed to such inquiry, 
on the ground that " he knew the com- 
missioners'—he was personally acquainted 
with them; and he could therefore con- 
fidently speak as to their high respecta- 
bility, which assured him that they were 
not capable of acting in the way which 
had been imputed to them, in reference 
to their inattention to well-grounded com- 
plaints." We deem this of sufficient 
weight to show that General Evans is not 
" a fit and proper person to represent the 
city of Westminster in Parliament." But 
there is that in his conduct which is of 
still greater weight, tending to the same 
point: he is an upholder of military tor- 
ture, having countenanced the practice to 
excess as commander, during his " wan- 
derings in Spain." Now, be it remem- 
bered, that the perpetuation of flogging 
in the army and navy, under the auspices 
of the ministry with which Sir John Hob- 
house was connected, was one of the prime 
motives which led the electors of West- 
minster to supplant the last-named gentle- 
man (who out of office had so violently 
denounced and publicly declaimed against 
the beastly practice,) in the person of 
the redoubtable General Evans, a name 
powerfully tied to the recollection of the 
officers and privates generally of the 
British Legion which he decoyed to 
Spain, to partake of his " glory! "—But, 
a sad tale to tell, these victims to a pro- 
fessed follower of Liberty have had to 
partake of his arbitrary power, in sub- 
mitting themselves to the withering domi- 
nation of the merciless use of the cat-o'- 
nine-tails! " 0, Liberty! what crimes 
are committed in thy name ! " should be 
inscribed on the banners which may be 
brought forward to salute the gallant com- 

mander on his return from his militan 
campaign. We present some brief details 
in confirmation of the foregoing remarks, 
and again inquire—How long is Colonel 
Evans to misrepresent the city of West- 
minster in Parliament? 

" St. Francisco, at the time of which I 
am'speaking," (says a writer in "The 
United Service Journal,") " was occupied 
by three regiments — the 1st, 7th, and 
3d, or Westminster Grenadiers; the latter 
of which were barracked in the church, a 
splendid building of Gothic architecture, 
containing eight altars, besides the high 
one, to which you ascend by nine steps 
of beautifully tessellated marble, defended 
by iron railings of superior workmanship. 
Two pulpits, elaborately carved and ex- 
quisitely finished in azure and gold, and 
an organ of large size, richly gilt, and 
surmounted by a finely carved figure of 
St. Cecilia, were the first objects that at- 
tracted the eye on entering the sacred 
edifice; whilst the few fragments of staiiied 
glass that reniained in the numerous win- 
dows, and remnants of the richest crim- 
son silk curtains that waved as streamers 
mournfully in the blast, left no doubt ui 
the mind of the beholder that it had 
been one of the most splendid conventual 
churches in the north of Spain. Here 
we lived, drilled (in wet weather), prayed 
on Sundays, and punished most days in 
the week. Lieut.-Colonel Renwick had 
been placed on the staff' of the Legion; 
and Lieut.-Colonel Churchill, who suc- 
ceeded him, seemed to have acquired his 
notions of discipline in a very different 
school; though he, too, had served in the 
British line. ' Spare the rod, and spoil 
the child,' said Solomon. ' Spare the cat, 
and spoil the soldier,' thought Colonel 
Churchill; and to so great an extent did 
he carry his zeal of discipline, that he has 
been known to take up the bloody instru- 
ment of eastigation, find fault with its 
lightness, and ordered heavier to be manu- 
factured. Some were wicked enough to 
whisper, it was a pity he had not an 
opportunity of a more intimate acquaint- 
ance with its weight. But be that as it 
may, men for trifling faults—such as, 
coats not folded exactly to the regulation 
standard; cartridge-wrappers being broken 
in their cartouch-boxes; belts, brasses, or 
buttons not properly cleaned—have been 
taken out of tlie ranks, tied to the rails 
of the high altar, and flogged aposlerion- 
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receiving from two to six dozen each, at 
the pleasure of the colonel." 

A writer who spent " a few days at the 
kad-quarters of Don Carlos," says, " I 
had heard so much of the dreadful treat- 
ment the prisoners taken by the Carlists 
were subjected to, that I begged permis- 
sion to enter the gaol: the authorities 
granted my request. On entering, two 
Englishmen immediately advanced to me: 
they had been taken the preceding day, 
and were in terrible apprehension of being 
shot: I felt a little nervous myself, and, 
turning to the officer who accompanied 
me, expressed my fears. Hearing where 
the men had been captured, it suggested 
itself to me boldly to declare they were 
contemplating desertion at the very mo- 
ment of their misfortune : my object was 
palpable enough, and at once seen through; 
but the officer smiled and replied, Perhaps 
this might be the case, and our discussion 
terminated in my procuring a passport for 
the poor fellows to Segura, where a regi- 
ment is formed from deserters from the 
Jifferent foreign corps: this regiment 
numbered at that time nearly three hun- 
dred men, a great portion of tliem Englisli. 
The men were transported with gratitude: 
ttey told me, ' if it had not been for fear 
of being shot, they would have preferred 
remaining prisoners to permission to re- 
turn to the Legion;' and they averred, 
'tliat the daily allowance of food to them 
since their capture exceeded their rations 
for two days while with the Legion!' 

" Proceeding on my journey, three 
more English deserters accosted me, pass- 
ing also to Segura. These men were from 
Colonel Churchill's regiment; and it would 
le difficult indeed to portray their appear- 
ance : the unfortunate wretches were in a 
filthy condition, nearly naked, the very 
pictures of famine; chimney-sweepers 
would be libelled by comparison with this 
ipecimen of Colonel Churchill's battalion. 
Subsequently I had opportunities of con- 
versing with many of the Legion, and 
lowever they might differ in detailing 
fteir motive for desertion, all agreed in 
picturing the abuse of the lash as exces- 
"ve. This is not surprising. If one-half 
fe evidence I have now before 'me be 
'we, then the unfortunate men have been 
lisated with a ferocity unparalleled. One 
•'ct, and it is a pretty strong one, I offer 
iw in proof of my assertion. After re- 
entering France, 1 met by accident with 

two members of the Legion, one a field- 
officer on leave, the other a subaltern, 
both returning to England; in talking 
with them of the state of affairs, and of 
the management (or rather mismanage- 
ment) of the English auxiliaries, one of 
them told me (it was no confidential com- 
munication) that the men were subjected 
to dreadful punishment: he said, that 
' Every officer in the Legion possessed 
the discretionary power of ordering a 
soldier four dozen lashes, if he saw him 
misconducting himself!' This, too, with- 
out any form of trial, but simply at the 
caprice of any fuddled haberdasher's ap- 
prentice or aspiring shop-lad, who has 
been enabled to scramble together suf- 
ficient cash to buy a uniform, and now 
by radical legerdemain is metamorphosed 
into a ' British officer.' " 

USHER GAHAGAN AND TERENCE 
CONNOR, COINERS. 

How lamentable is the consideration that 
great geniuses are so often lost to common 
honesty; and how degi'aded is human 
nature, by the ignominious death of those 
whose attainments might have rendered 
them worthy and useful members of so- 
ciety ! 

Usher Gahagan and Terence Connor 
were natives of Leland. The former re- 
ceived his education in Trinity College, 
Dublin, having been intended for the pro- 
fession of the law, in which several of his 
relations had become eminent. He had 
been instructed by his parents in the 
Protestant religion; but, falling into com- 
pany with some priests of the Romish 
persuasion, they converted him to their 
faith, which was a principal obstacle to 
his future advancement in life; for, as 
no gentleman could then be admitted a, 
counsellor at law, without taking the 
oaths of supremacy and adjuration, and 
as Mr. Gahagan's new faith prevented 
his complying with these terms, he de- 
clined any farther prosecution of his legal 
studies. His parents and other relations 
were greatly offended with his conduct; 
and those who had particularly engaged 
themselves for the advancement of his 
fortune, forbade him to visit them, 
through indignation at the impropriety of 
his behaviour. 

Thus reduced to an incapacity of sup- 
porting himself, he sought to relieve his 
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circumstances by a mammonial scheme ; 
and having addressed the daughter of a 
gentleman, he obtained her in marriage, 
and received a good fortune with her: 
being treated, however, with undeserved 
severity, she was compelled to return to 
her relations. His conduct having now 
rendered him obnoxious to his acquaint- 
ance in Dublin, he quitted that city, and 
repaired to London, with a view of sup- 
porting himself by his literary abilities. 
On his arrival in the metropolis, he made 
connections with some booksellers; for 
whom he undertook to translate Pope's 
" Essay on Man " into Latin; but be- 
coming the associate of some women of 
abandoned character, he spent his time 
in a dissipated manner, and thus threw 
himself out of employment which might 
have afforded him a decent support. 

He now formed an acquaintance with 
an Irishman, named Hugh Coifey, and 
they agreed on a plan for the diminution 
of the current coin. At this time Gaha- 
gan had a lodger named Connor; and it 
being agreed to receive him as a partner 
in this iniquitous scheme, they procured 
proper tools; and, having collected a sura 
of money, they filed it, and put it off; 
and, procuring more, filed that also, and 
passed it in the same manner. 

Having continued this business for 
some months, during which they had 
saved a sum of money, they went to the 
Bank, and got some Portugal pieces, 
under pretence that they were intended 
for exportation to Ireland. Thus they 
got money repeatedly at the Bank; but 
at length one of the tellers suspecting 
their business, communicated his suspi- 
cion to the governors, who directed him 
to drink with them, as the proper method 
to discover who they were, and what was 
their employment. 

In pursuance of this order, he, on 
their next appearance, invited them to 
drink a glass of wine at the Crown tavern, 
near Cripplegate; to which they readily 
agreed, and met Iiim after the hours of 
office. 

When the circulation of the glass had 
sufliciently warmed them, Gahagan, with 
a degree of weakness that is altogether 
astonishing, informed the teller that he 
acquired considerable sums by filing gold, 
and even proposed that he should hecome 
a partner with them. The gentleman 
seemed to accede to the proposal; and, 

having learned where they lodged, ac- 
quainted the cashiers of the Bank with 
what had passed. 

On the following day Coffey was ap- 
prehended ; but Gahagan and Connor 
being suspicious of the danger of their 
situation, retired to Chalk Farm, a noted 
resort on the road from London to Hamp- 
stead, where they carried their implements 
for filing. Coffey having been admitted 
an evidence, it was not long before the 
place of their retreat was known; on 
which they were apprehended and lodged 
in Newgate. 

Terence Connor was a native of Ireland, 
and had likewise received a most liberal 
education. It is recorded of him, that 
he was so perfectly well read in Iloman 
history, as to be able to turn to any part 
of it without the assistance of an index. 
He was, by birth, heir to a considerable 
fortune; but bis father dying without a 
proper adjustment of his affairs, some 
intricate law-suits were the consequence, 
so that the whole estate was only sufficient 
to discharge the demands of rapacious 
lawyers. 

Connor, being reduced in circumstan- 
ces, came to London, and, becoming ac- 
quainted with Gahagan and Coffey, was 
concerned in diminishing the coin, as 
above stated. 

On their trial, the evidence of Coffey 
was positive; and being supported by col- 
lateral proofs, the jury could not hesitate 
to find them guilty, and they received 
sentence of death. 

After conviction, the behaviour of these 
unhappy men was strictly suited to their 
circumstances : they were extremely de- 
vout, and apparently resigned to their 
fate. 

Gahagan, as we have already shown, 
was an excellent scholar. He was the 
editor of " Brindley's Edition of the Clas- 
sics ;" and he translated Pope's " Essay 
on Criticism" into Latin verse, " The 
Temple of Fame," and " The Messiah," 
when in prison; which ho dedicated to 
the Duke of Newcastle, then prime minis- 
ter, with the hope of obtaining a pardon. 

These two criminals were executed on 
the 28 th of February, 1749. 
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THE GIBBET. 

li is well known that the gibbet or gal- 
lows (as it is most commonly called) is 
tm used in England for carrying into 
effect the final sentence of the law upon 
fflurderers, that their bodies may hang a 
Jreadful warning to the passenger. But 
tke modern gibbet, or gallows, consists 
of two uprights supporting a cross-beam, 
•lience the malefactor is launched into 
iternity; and the body is afterwards cut 
«wn and handed over for dissection. 
uis gallows is erected on a temporary 
platform, which is removed generally 
within a hour after the execution. 

The gibbet we find of doubtful deri- 
vation: the name is both English and 
ranch, having the same meaning—a post 
on which malefactoi-s are exposed. We 
Und this punishment recorded in Holy 
J'fit, Joshua, viii., 28, 29 : "And Joshua 
"rat Ai, and made it an heap for ever. 

even a desolation unto this da\'. And 
the king of Ai lie hanged upon a tree; 
and as soon as the sun was down, Joshua 
commanded that they should take his 
carcase down from the tree, and cast it 
at the entering of the gate of the city, 
and raise thereon a great heap of stones, 
that remaineth unto this day." 

It appears, indeed, that this mark of the 
grossest infamy which can be inflicted on 
a criminal was not unknown to theGreeks. 
It is most probable, however, that we 
adopted this mode of punishment of the 
gibbet from the French; the people of 
that nation seldom taking any usage or 
custom from the English, at so early a 
period as the thirteenth century, when it 
was used there, and known by that name. 
" In the year 1242," says Matthew Paris, 
the historian, " William De Marisco, a 
knight, was judicially condemned and 
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ignominiously put to death. He was 
brought from the Tower to that penal 
machine vulgarly called the gibbet; and, 
after he had breathed his last, was hung 
on one of the hooks, and, being taken 
down after he was grown stiif, was bow- 
elled. His bowels were bnrnt; and his 
body being divided into four parts, the 
quarters were sent to four cities." This 
evidently answers to our hanging, draw- 
ing, and quartering, with the intent of 
exhibiting a horrible spectacle to the 
people, just as our hanging a dead body 
in irons is meant to do. But it varies 
much, we observe, from after-gibbeting; 
the gibbet, in this case, serving only as 
a common gallows. 

The same author, Matthew Paris, in 
speaking of the execution of two men, 
says, " Paratum est horribile patibulum 
Londini quod vulgus gibitem appellat." 

One of these criminals, after he was 
dead, was hung upon a gibbet; and the 
other was gibbeted alive, to perish by 
pain and hunger. These cases come fully 
up to the point in hand, as the body of 
the first was put upon the gibbet when 
dead, in order to be a permanent spectacle 
of terror; and the other was not to die, 
as probably being tlie more guilty, by the 
mere simple act of suspension, but by a 
more lingering kind of death. 

About the same period of which Paris 
gives a history, the King of France or- 
dered that all clippers of the coin should 
be hanged, and then exposed to the wind; 
which, though irons be not mentioned, 
appears to be the very thing the English 
commonly did for years, although now 
grown into entire disuse. The first gib- 
bet used in England, to expose criminals, 
after death, by hanging, was in the reign 
of Henry the Third. 

We have shown that the ancient writer 
above quoted adduces an instance of a 
criminal being gibbeted alive, and left to 
perish by that miserable death; but the 
severing the hand from ; the body, and 
placing it above the carcase of the crimi- 
nal,when gibbeted, the knife stuck through 
it with which the murder was committed, 
we believe to be almost exclusively Scot- 
tish ; though we have found it practised 
occasionally by a few other nations, espe- 
cially the Spanish. 

It can hardly be believed that in any 
part of our habitable globe individuals, 
worked into frenzy by fanaticism, should 

inflict upon themselves a temporary and 
more painful gibbeting; as though their 
torture would expiate their supposed sins. 
Yet true it is; and we present an account 
of this frightful penance, which places 
its truth beyond the shadow of a doubt. 
.^fter reading accounts of the voluntary 
sacrifice of a widow of Malabar burning 
herself to ashes upon her husband's fune- 
ral pile, we may give credit to the horrid 
voluntary gibbeting of the same race of 
people. 

The following account of this shocking 
spectacle has been well authenticated by 
several officers in the service of the East 
India Company, who have witnessed this 
religious rite among the Gentoos. 

There were three voluntary victims. 
The first was attended by a numerous 
procession, and preceded by music and 
dancers. According to the custom of 
Indian festivals, they were adorned with 
flowers, clothed in their best apparel, 
and attended by their relations. They 
marched, or rather ran, round the ap- 
paratus several times, flowers being in 
the mean time strewed before them. 

The engine of torture used upon tliis 
occasion was a stout, upright post, thirty 
feet in height. At the bottom was a 
stage, and about half way towards the 
top another, on which two priests, or 
rather executioners, were mounted with 
drawn sabres in their hands! Across the 
top of the post, or pole, was another stage, 
of about half the length and circumfe- 
rence, stroiigly lashed thereto with ropes. 
At each extremity were large iron hooks. 

The sufferer was hoisted up to the 
executioners, who immediately proceeded 
to strip their prey of his robes, and then 
fixed the hooks into the fleshy part of 
his back, near the shoulder blades. The 
ropes were affixed to these hooks, and 
tied to the transverse beam, which re- 
ceived his great toes in separate loops. 
Over the penitent's head was suspended 
a kind of flat muslin canopy, with a 
narrow flounce, just sufficient to shade 
his face from the sun, but not to conceal 
him from the public view. Thus prepared 
he was slung into the air, by means ot 
ropes tied at the opposite end of the pole, 
and swung round to give full view to the 
surrounding crowd. 

The air was now rent with shouts of 
applause, almost to adoration. The trum- 
pets were sounded, drums beat, and pate- 
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laroes were fired. The transversed beam, 
turning upon a pivot, was slowly moved 
round, over the heads of the multitude; 
and notwithstanding the torture which the 
victims must feel, they supported it gene- 
rally with patient firmness. 

The writer of the account now quoted, 
says he was an eye-witness to three per- 
sons submitting to this punishment on one 
afternoon. 

The first sufferer, continues the narra- 
tor, was a young man, about twenty-four 
years of age. He got upon the scaffold 
with afTected indifference; hut when 
launched into the air, I could distinctly 
kear him send forth some agonizing yells. 
Still he persevered, and described the 
circle three times. He held a fan in one 
hand, and a bundle of cajans (leaves of 
the palmira tree) in the other, which he 
continued waving with seeming compo- 
sure, until he made a signal, and there- 
apon was let down. 

There was no difference in the opera- 
tion of suspending the other two, except- 
ing that one beat a taum (great drum) 
the whole time ; and that the second held 
a basket of flowers in one hand, and 
scattered them with the other among the 
spectators, who eagerly caught them. 
Either from the various accompanying 
noises, or from the superior fortitude of 
tie two latter, I could not distinguish 
any expression of pain. 

When let down their backs were rubbed 
nitli tumeric ; and they were received by 
tleir friends with the highest marks of 
veneration and joy. I was informed that 
these men were thenceforward esteemed 
the particular favourites of Swaraee (the 
Jeity), and entitled to particular privi- 
leges. 

I was also present at this ceremony, 
says the same individual, at Madras, near 
Black Town. If I was to relate the 
many singular customs of the disciples 
of Brama, of which I have frequently 
been a spectator, I should only gain 
credit from Asiatic travellers, who know, 
from experience, the truth of Hamlet's 
observation—that " there are more things 
on earth, than are dreamt of in the phi- 
losophy of the many." 

Not unconnected with this subject, we 
Bay notice the first use of the gallows in 
'ke Sandwich islands. Among the proofs 
of advancing civilization in these islands, 
lie erection of a temporary gallows may 
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be mentioned: the occasion of this cir- 
cumstance is worth relating. The crime 
of murder was committed by two of the 
natives on the person of a Spaniard, and 
merely for the sake of the clothes he 
wore. They were taken immediately after 
and confined to the fort, whence one of 
them contrived to escape. They were at 
first at a loss how to deal with the re- 
maining culprit, but were persuaded by 
the consuls and missionary to proceed 
according to European law. A gallows 
was in the first instance constructed. It 
consisted of a rope extended from one 
cocoa-nut tree to another, 18 feet from 
the ground, and to the centre was at- 
tached a block, through which was run 
the halter by which the criminal was to 
be drawn up by the natives. The man 
was brought to trial under this gallows, 
where the chiefs and native missionaries 
were assembled. While these were de- 
liberating and doubting the propriety of 
hanging him, the natives, anxious to wit- 
ness so novel a spectacle, put the noose 
over his head, and saved the judges all 
farther trouble on this subject by running 
him up. 

Slavery in England! 
The Factory System.    N" 11. 

RECENT SPEECH OF MR. J. R. STEPHENS, 
AT OLDHAM. 

[WE copy the following excellent and 
truly appropriate remarks on the factory 
question, from " The Christian Advocate," 
a stanch upholder of the cause of civil and 
religious liberty.] 

Mr. Chairman, and good men of Old- 
ham ! This is what it ought to be. We 
are met to-night in the house of God, to 
help one another to do the work of God, 
which I trust we shall be found disposed 
and determined to do in God's own way. 
We have come together to see if anything 
can be done to restrain and reform a 
system, which has a tendency to impair 
the health, take away the comfort, shorten 
the life, and corrupt the morals of those 
who are unfortunately connected with it. 
We need but look at the means by which 
it was established in this country, to be 
satisfied both as to the merciless character 
of the mill-owner, and the unhappy des- 
tiny of those whose doom it was to become 
his hapless prey.    Scores, if not hundreds 
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of thousands of little children, fatherless, 
motherless, friendless, helpless babes, have 
been bought, sold, and otherwise bar- 
gained for, by the mercenary mill-masters 
of the one part, and the hard-hearted 
parish overseer of the other part; by 
which traffic in the bodies of these chil- 
dren, the workhouses and foundling hospi- 
tals of our large towns have been cleared 
of their incumbrance; and the factories 
of Lancashire, Derbyshire, and Cheshire, 
supplied with the raw material, requisite 
to the production of a few overgrown 
monopolists. The blood of thousands has 
been spilt on Moloch's altar, that the high 
priests of his temple might wallow in 
wealth, and become drunken with power. 
Mr. Fielden, in his statesman-like address, 
so replete with instruction, so convincing 
in argument, and so tender in its tone, 
has adverted to the causes which influence 
the present race of factory operatives to 
consign their children to the toil and suf- 
fering of this system, at an age far below 
that allowed by the Act of Parliament; 
whereby they not only inflict the miseries 
inseparable from factory labour on their 
own offspring, but, by enabling the wicked 
mill-owner to carry on his business by 
their voluntary co-operation, render the 
act wholly inoperative, and thus deprive 
the children of others of all the benefits 
it would otherwise have conferred upon 
them. Amongst these causes, poverty, 
improvidence, and profligacy have been 
mentioned; and to a great extent, we are 
compelled to admit, with correctness and 
truth. But what, let me ask, sir, has 
been the cause of these causes? What 
has led the father to forsake, and the 
mother to forget, her child? What has 
made them so poor that they could not 
supply their household wants, so improvi- 
dent that they could not husband ^their 
moderate resources, and so profligate that 
they should be declared bankrupt of the 
very first principles and instincts of nature ? 
At the foot of this bloody monster I lay 
the vice and misery which he first created, 
and then charged upon the victims of 
his iron-handed tyranny. The despicable 
meanness which the abettors of the factory 
system have manifested, in their attempts 
to shift the blame of the evils they once 
attempted to deny, from themselves to 
the wretched beings whom they hold in 
bondage, can only be surpassed by their 
cold-blooded contempt of every previous 

effort to procure their freedom, and tlieir 
supreme indiflierence to everything con- 
nected with the subject, which does not 
begin with iron and end in gold. But 
this shall be sifted to the bottom. If vie 
are to believe the statements of the mill- 
owners, that the cruelties of the factory 
are not committed by the master, but by 
the operative; that the reason why chil- 
dren of tender age find their way into the 
mil!, is not to be sought in their own in- 
satiable lust after gold, at any cost to the 
health and life of the poor and helpless, 
but in the wretched, forlorn, impoverished 
and debauched condition of the parents 
themselves, who come and freely offer 
children, nay, thrust them, witli or with- 
out remunerating wages, into this branch 
of industry, merely because it is the glory 
of England and the envy of surrounding 
nations; if all this is to be believed, we 
will know what can have so awfully 
changed the character of a once virtuous 
and happy population, tearing up by the 
roots the lovely plants of domestic inno- 
cence and joy, and turning the earthly 
Eden of the yeomanry of England into 
a waste and howling wilderness. The 
answer to these questions is at hand. 
The right use of machinery has been 
prevented from the beginning. It was 
intended to do away with the drudgery, 
to lighten the toil, and to shorten the 
hours, of industrious labour, and thus 
give to the working man his full and 
proper proportion of the benefits accruing 
to the community from the wonderful dis- 
coveries and improvements of science. 
But this legitimate design has never been 
fulfilled—has been more than frustrated. 
The ^history of the steam-engine, ;so far 
as factory labour is associated with it, 
proves that the very reverse of this has 
always been the case. Instead of giving 
increased facilities of production to the 
workman, it has sent him adrift upon the 
world, and assigned his employment to 
the inanimate machine. It has then 
taken the employment that remained, as 
much as possible, out of the hands of 
the MAN, the only proper operative, and 
placed it in those of the woMAN,wdiose pro- 
vince, according to God's original institu- 
tion, is neither the field nor the mill, but 
the house, the home of her fatlier, her 
husband,and her child. It has gone much 
farther than this: it has succeeded in dis- 
pensing not only with the assistance of the 
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fiill-grown man, but even to a fearful 
extent with that of the full-grown woman 
also, and has laid the heavy burden of 
our industry on the shoulders of weak 
and helpless INFANCY. The father can 
no longer earn a livelihood for his house- 
boU: his children must toil to find liim 
bread, whilst he is thrown a wanderer 
and a wastril upon society. Is not this 
enough to make a nation poor, although 
its oppressors may be both powerful and 
rich? Bring back the good old times, I 
jo not say when we were without ma- 
cliinery, but when the full-grown man, 
by his own labour, could maintain his 
family in comfort; and we shall then 
bear no more of the extreme poverty, 
improvidence, and profligacy of the ope- 
rative classes. To charge upon them the 
consequences of the system itself, is but 
mocking them in their misery, and heap- 
ing insult upon the load of accumulated 
sufferings already too heavy to be borne. 
And, unless those who are more distinctly 
interested in the settlement of this ques- 
tion, come voluntarily and honestly for- 
ward to assist in restoring those plundered 
rights, I, for one, sir, will not be backward 
in chalking out the way by which they 
may be, and perhaps will have to be, ob- 
tained. Over and above all this, there is 
another reason for the pitiable destitution 
and apparent want of feeling manifested 
liytlie parents of these children. From 
the commencement they have had to sell 
tie labour of their oflspring in a market 
ttat was plentifully supplied with the 
fatherless and the foundling, whose labour 
Jfas obtained for seven or fourteen years, 
in exchange for prentice food and cloth- 
ing, and no wages at all. Let Blincoe's 
Memoirs save me the harrowing recital 
of this infernal practice—a practice, be it 
lemembered, which has never been dis- 
tontinued, which, in one shape or another, 
las always depressed the market of child 
lioour, and even now exists, to my know- 
•eiige, both in Derbyshire and Cheshire. 
"liy, in the very township in which both 
myself and the honourable member for 
Ashton reside, one form of this appren- 
te,plan may be witnessed at this very 
Jour, I believe. The honourable member 
«just told us that he has, within these 
jew weeks, retired from business with an 
"'dependent fortune—a fortune so ample 
''to enable hini to maintain a distin-, 
juished position in society, and a useful 

one in the senate. Will the honourable 
member ever forget that his tens of thou- 
sands have been drawn from the bones 
and blood of these little helpless inno- 
cents? It is only a day or two since I 
heard, amongst other cases, of several 
children having been quite recently trans- 
ferred from Hull, in Yorkshire, to a mill 
near Castletown, in Derbyshire; so that 
it is beyond dispute that this trade in 
human flesh is still carried on in the very 
heart of England, that Christian England, 
whose supply of piety is so much greater 
than the demand, that she is obliged to 
export a considerable portion of it to the 
ignorant heathen abroad, to make [them 
so much less like God as they become 
more like ourselves. I would urge upon 
the two honourable members present to 
procure, so far as it can be procured, a 
return from all the workhouses and found- 
ling hospitals of England, of the number 
and ages of all children who have been 
bargained and bartered for by mill-owners 
and their agents, for the last fifty years. 
Sure I am, that this return, to whatever 
extent it is procurable, will unfold such a 
case of actual trading in tlie bodies of 
the children of this Christian country, as 
cannot be paralleled in the annals of any 
system of slavery, which has ever dis- 
graced or depopulated the fair face of 
nature. To say nothing of the thousands 
who have been drawn into the vortex of 
our manufacturing towns from the neigh- 
bourhoods surrounding them, and the tens 
of thousands who have been driven into 
it by actual starvation from Ireland—all 
crowding into the market of labour, and 
deteriorating its value ; the impoverished 
population of the factory districts are now 
obliged to encounter the same system of 
anti-social competition under the working 
of that worst of all bad laws—" The Poor 
Laws Amendment Bill." The droves of 
houseless and penniless poor who are dis- 
posed of to the mill-owners of the north, 
under the auspices of those legal slave- 
brokers, called Poor-Law Commissioners, 
agents for migration, at a price which 
barely affords the means of protracted 
existence, displace the resident labourer, 
and make him a vagabond in his turn, 
or otherwise compel him to accept the 
minimum wages which his southern coun- 
trvman in his necessity was obliged to 
contract for. It was but the other day 
that a cargo of these cattle was sent to 
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Todmorden, and by mistake arrived at 
the house of some one of the family of 
the honourable member for Oldham. 
And what was the invoice price of a 
whole family of English labourers, con- 
sisting, I believe, of seven individuals (if 
wrong, there are those present who can 
correct me) ? Why, for the first year, 
19s. per week; for the second, 24s.; and 
for the third, 27s. per week. These poor 
wretches, deluded and betrayed by the 
false hopes held out to them on the one 
hand, worried and wearied out by com- 
plicated tyranny and suffering on the 
other, leap headlong out of the frying- 
pan of agricultural distress into the fire 
of manufacturing misery. Boat-loads and 
waggon-loads of these invoiced work-thirxjs 
have been tin-own into our Lancashire, 
Derbyshire, and Cheshii-e factory neigh- 
bourhoods, to lower the wages of their 
already degraded brethren—along with 
theni to be flung as the offal of society 
upon the dunghill of this hellish system 
of political economy. What is likely to 
be the end, when such are the beginnings 
of this system—this atrocious and anti- 
constitutional system of robbery, and 
plunder, and degradation ? Already have 
the " Unions " made good their position 
within a few miles of us in every direc- 
tion; and when the blunderbuss and the 
broadsword are ready for the hired band 
of the banditti police, then may we 
expect the consummation of the horrid 
tragedy. The connection between this 
cursed Poor Law Bill and the factory 
system is intimate and inseparable. I 
never omit to inform my countrymen of 
this fresh — this last invasion of their 
rights, and to arouse them to resist it. 
Would to God they would everywhere 
arise, and at least make their children 
what they themselves are not, but what 
their fathers were—the bold, the happy, 
and the free possessors of a land, which 
yields plenty for each, and contains enough 
for all! Mr. Fielden has marked with 
the strongest disapprobation the conduct 
of those mill-owners who prohibit to their 
workmen the right of associating together 
for the purpose of mutual consultation 
and protection — the right of spending 
their time, and appropriating a portion 
of their earnings, as they may deem best, 
after their work and working-hours are 
ended. But what species of intimidation, 
tyranny, oppression, and crnelty, do these 

monsters forbear to exercise?   Mention, 
if you can, a single instance in which the 
factory system has ceased to be what it 
always was, except in so far as the cir- 
cumstances  of society  have   altered the 
forms and varied the means of their de- 
spotic rule, and in so far as public opinion, 
the result of long-continued agitation, has 
compelled a slight and partial mitigation 
of its miseries.    I met a man, this very 
day, who was going in search of employ- 
ment at a distance from his home.   His 
brother, a boy of some fourteen or fifteen 
years old, had been taken to task by the 
manager, about some flaw in bis work. 
He  told him his  loom had been out of 
repair for some time, and that he had 
often requested the overlooker to get it 
put to rights, which he had neglected or 
refused to do.    For this offence the ma- 
nager fetched him blows on the eyes and 
face, and fined him besides a shilling for 
bad  work.   This fine he  afterwards in- 
creased to eighteen-pence.   The lad would 
not stand all this, and left the mill.   And 
because he would not remain to be fined 
and beaten in this w-ay, his father was 
told  by   the   mill-owner  that  he  might 
go after him.   Thus was a whole family 
thrown, at one stroke, out of their bread, 
by the unprovoked cruelty of a passionate 
manager, and the  despotic tyranny of a 
Christian  master.    This   very   day, too, 
(for I will not go far back, nor far away 
from the neighbourhood of the honourable 
member on my right,) I went to see a 
little factory boy,  and asked him if he 
remembered a certain overlooker, and a 
certain  master?    " Ay,"  said the boy, 
" that  I   do.    I 'st  nivir  forget 'em, as 
long as I live; they 've given me niony 
a  good   licking."     " Do   you   recollect 
this?"  said  L    "Let me  look at it," 
was his  answer:    " Ay,   that's Toby." 
(Mr. Stephens here held up a whip, with 
two broad leathern thongs, or lashes, fas- 
tened to a wooden handle.)    Now, with 
this whip, the master had again and again 
flogged the child, and another little boy 
whom   I  also  examined.    He had also 
struck them on the head with his stick; 
and  the overlooker had  •punched them 
with his heavy shoes.   The mother told 
me that there were the marks of the nails 
upon  his body; and that the  blow was 
severe enough to have dislocated the hip. 
if it had fallen there.    Now, these acts 
of cruelty were not committed in Mndi 
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nor in the West Indies, where twenty 
millions of money has changed the name, 
but left unchanged the character, of a 
slavery much milder than the slavery 
which exists on our own shores; not in 
the Tory borough of Sir Robert Peel, 
who is bloated with the blood of slaugh- 
tered innocents; but in the very enlight- 
ened, very liberal, and thoroughly Radical 
borough, so worthily represented by the 
honourable member who has just addressed 
joii; and the perpetrator was a very re- 
ligious church and chapel-going Christian 
man, a very zealous partisan and sup- 
porter of that honourable member. As 
the honourable member has declared, that 
on this question he will know neither rich 
nor poor, neither friend nor foe, I wish to 
call his attention to these statements of 
facts, all of which have transpired in liis 
immediate neighbourhood. Here is a 
key (IVIr. Stephens held up a house-key), 
which the mill-owner compels the opera- 
live spinner to receive, as soon as he 
enters his employ, and for which he de- 
ducts three shillings, or three and six- 
pence a-week, from his wages, no matter 
whether he be married or single, house- 
bolder or lodger. If he be in lodgings, 
10 much the better; for the master then 
gives him the key of a house already 
tenanted, by which means he receives 
two, and sometimes three, rents, at one 
and the same time. Now, this practice 
is notorious; but where is there a man of 
station and influence, who is bold enough 
to expose it, and denounce it, as it de- 
serves? Will my friend, the honourable 
member, allow me to put the question to 
Mm, to test his sincerity, before this meet- 
ing to-night? Here is the key of a Tory 
tyrant—liere is the whip of a Radical 
despot. Will the honourable member 
take this key, and show it to the House 
"f Commons ? One member at least will 
know something about it in theory, though 
le may find it convenient to deny all 
knowledge of it in practice. Will the 
lonourable member take this whip into 
'lie House of Commons, and flog those 
»ho, by their base and unfeeling vote, 
kve consigned these little children to 
tile bondage and blows, the hardships 
ffld the sufferings unto death, of this 
Mfernal factory system — ay, flog them 
•ll, and flog them soundly, whether Tory 
Peel, Whig Thomson, Radical Hume, 
Justice O'Connell, or Anything Baines, 

Phillips, and all the rest of them ? Will 
he, dare he, become the whippcr-out of 
men like these ? If ho will, he will do 
his duty by the people, and the people 
will thank and support him. If he will 
not, the sooner the key of that house is 
turned upon him, the better for us all: if 
he will not, why, then, I must keep this 
whip, and must add his name to the list 
of those whom I at least will flagellate at 
every ten hours' meeting I attend. It is 
high time this case of complicated wrong 
and wretchedness was opened and inves- 
tigated. They greatly mistake who re- 
gard it as a mere question of time—a 
mere matter of a few minutes' longer or 
shorter endurance of the injuries to which 
factory slaves are handed over, and to 
which they are chained and bound by 
the present factory system. The whole 
case must be gone into. Who will under- 
take to lead it—to stand at his country's 
bar, the undaunted advocate of the poor, 
the helpless, and oppressed? Whilst in 
the same house, this very day, in con- 
versation with a few neighbours on the 
wicked as well as the ojipressive practices 
of the factory, some allusions having been 
made to a most revolting feature in this 
case, which should never be mentioned at 
such meetings as this were it not strictly 
part and parcel of the factory system, a 
respectable married woman related to me 
the way in which her master, knowing 
her to be married, had attempted her 
ruin. She spurned his filthy ofl^ers; and, 
because she manifested the noble indig- 
nation of a virtuous mind, the determined 
resistance of an honourable English ma- 
tron, this wretch was heard to say to his 
manager, "If ... . has any flaw in her 
work, discharge her instantly;" and, in 
three weeks, she was discharged accord- 
ingly, and was thrown out of her bread, 
saying, as she went away, " Yes, and I 
know what this is for." Young women 
are decoyed, workmen's wives are an- 
noyed ; the price almost what they please, 
but the penalty their own discharge, and 
the discharge of father, brother, sister, 
husband, mother, as the case may be. 
The havoc in this, as well as in other 
ways, which has been made of the do- 
mestic virtues and morals of the people, 
is indeed awful; and, after their ruin for 
this world and the world to come has 
been all but effected beyond redemption, 
their betrayers torment them with their 

mm 
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fall, and leave them to their misery; 
their destroyers charge upon them all the 
blame and guilt of their own vices, and 
hold them up to the gaze of their fellow- 
countrymen as unfit for anything but 
drudgery, vmworthy of sympathy, unde- 
serving of assistance and support. Nay, 
more; they will not suffer, so far as they 
can hinder it, any one to attempt their 
recovery and restoration to better prin- 
ciple and better practice. Of the moral 
martyrdom which I have myself under- 
gone, I will say nothing; but 1 am here 
to-night to witness that scores and hun- 
dreds, because they follow my advice, 
and become sober, careful, steady, and 
religious members of families and of 
general society, have had to bear, and 
are still passing through, persecutions 
and trials, unexampled in the history of 
Christian sufferings, since the time that 
fire and sword were the sovereign specific 
for the maladies of the body politic. 
Oh ! this monster ! this monster ! None 
know how foul, how furious, how fiend- 
like, he is, when truth has but touched 
and roused him! But I will not detain 
you. I have been brief, and would have 
been yet more so (having but recently 
addressed you on this subject), but for 
the remarks which dropped from the two 
honourable members on my right, whose 
exertions in this cause are deserving of 
your gratitude ; my heartfelt thanks they 
have, and shall always have. But I was 
anxious to show you what it is which has 
made the people what they are—to prove 
to you that the factory system has been 
from the beginning, and still is, a system 
of swindling, smuggling, cruelty, oppres- 
sion, and blood; and all this exercised by 
professing Christians, upon, for the most 
part, the tender female, and innocent de- 
fenceless child; that the overworking, the 
fraud, the bolt and bar, the fine, the bate- 
ment, and the yet more revolting features, 
at which I have but hinted, are still in 
full and disgraceful perpetration. I am 
disposed at all times to follow the advice 
of Mr. Fielden and others, to use soft 
words and hard arguments; but I confess 
I have not language at my command in 
which to express my hearty abhorrence 
and unqualified detestation of a system 
which has done, and still is doing, so 
much to destroy all that makes life de- 
sirable, all that constitutes man worthy 
the being God has given him, and capable 

of the high and dignified destiny for which 
his Maker has designed him. It is, in- 
deed, a bloody and a murderous system- 
and if it cannot be mended, it shall be 
ended: for God has spoken out its doom, 
This ten hours' bill is good, as a means to 
an end; but still, after all, it will be a 
barbarous and a cruel bill, and is only 
valuable and worth straggling for, because 
it will enable us to plant our foot on the 
first step of the ladder of social improve- 
ment and reformation. As such, I advo- 
cate it, and once more publicly pledge 
myself never to cease or slacken my 
efforts, until this Ten Hours' Bill is ours; 
and then, and then—why, then—I start 
for eight hours, and for all that follows. 

PROFITABLE SPECULATION, 

THE negro stealer takes the negro to the 
lower country, sells him for 800 dollars 
or 1,000 dollars cash, then tells the negro 
to run away and meet him at a place' 
appointed, where they divide the money. 
He takes him to another section of the 
country, and sells him again; the negro 
runs away and they again divide the 
money. After having sold the negro in 
this way several times over, he takes him 
into the wood, murders him, and seizes 
the whole of the money.— Worcester 
(American) Palladium. 

DISTRIBUTION OF LABOUR. 

No man should be exempt from labour, 
nor any loaded with it; but, by distribut- 
ing employment according to capacity,\ve 
might make labour a source of universal 
satisfaction, and a bond of union, realising, 
as regards the world's business, the old 
adage — that " many hands make light 
work." With these convictions, one man 
might believe in purgatory, and another 
in predestination, and yet not war with 
each other—each would follow his own 
peculiar form of worship, and the fiat as 
to its truth would be removed to that 
sphere in which the voice of man has 
no weight. With these convictions, each 
would desire only such leisure as healthy 
labour would give him means to enjoy. 
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mlAL  OF EUGENE  ARAM,  FOURTEEN  YEARS AFTER THE COM- 
MISSION OF THE DEED FOR WHICH HE SUFFERED. 

[ARAM AND HIS VICTIM.] 

IHE trial of Eugene Aram is probably one 
i tlie most remarkable on the records of 
Stilt. The criminal was a man of extra- 
"ifinary endowments, and of good educa- 
j•; therefore no one suspected him of 
Wing committed the horrid crime of mur- 
«'.which was most singularly discovered. 
Eugene Aram was born in a village 
lied Netherdale, in Yorkshire, in the 

Pt 1704, of an ancient family; one of 
• ancestors having served the office of 
•?li sheriff for that county, in the reign 
j'Edward the Third. The vicissitudes of 
ttune had, however, reduced them; as 
f'Snd the father of Eugene, a poor but 
'Hest man, by profession, a gardener; 
"which humble walk in life he was, 

nevertheless, greatly respected. The 
sweat of his brow alone, we must con- 
clude, was insufficient both to rear and 
educate his offspring. From the high 
erudition of the unfortunate subject under 
consideration, he may be truly called a 
prodigy. On the very slender stock of 
learning, found in a day-school, he built 
a fabric which would have been worthy 
the shoulders, it has been said, of our 
literary Atlas, Dr. Johnson; and it may 
be farther averred, that, like M'Nally, 
the celebrated Irish barrister and admi- 
rable dramatist, he was self-taught: as 
the one excelled in his profession, an 
usher at an academy; so did the other, 
as an advocate at the bar of justice. 

3D 
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During the infancy of Aram, his parents 
removed to another village called Shelton, 
near Newby, in the said county; and 
when about six years of age, his father, 
who had laid by a small sum from his 
weekly labour, made a purchase of a little 
cottage, in Bondgate, near Rippon. When 
he was about thirteen or fourteen years of 
age, he went to his father in Newby, and 
attended him in the family there, till the 
death of Sir Edward Blackett. , It was in 
the house of this gentleman, to whom his 
father was first gardener, that his pro- 
pensity for literature first appeared. He 
was, indeed, always of a solitary disposi- 
tion, and uncommonly fond of retirement 
and books; and here he enjoyed all the 
advantages of leisure and privacy. He 
applied himself at first chiefly to mathe- 
matical studies, in which he made a con- 
siderable proficiency. 

At about sixteen years of age, he was 
sent to London to the house of Mr. Chris- 
topher Blackett, whom he served for some 
time in the capacity of book-keeper. After 
continuing here a year, or more, he was 
taken with the small-pox, under which 
distemper he suffered severely. He after- 
wards returned into Yorkshire, in conse- 
quence of an invitation from his father, 
and there continued to prosecute his 
studies, but found in polite literature 
much greater charms than in the mathe- 
matics ; which occasioned him now chiefly 
to apply himself to poetry, history, and 
antiquities. After this he was invited to 
Netherdale, where he engaged in a school 
and married. But this marriage proved 
an unhappy connexion; for to the mis- 
conduct of his wife he afterwards attri- 
buted the misfortune that befell him. In 
the mean while, having perceived his 
deficiency in the learned languages, he 
applied himself to the grammatical study 
of the Latin and Greek tongues; after 
which he read, with great avidity and 
diligence, all the Latin classics, historians, 
and poets. He then went through the 
Greek Testament; and, lastly, ventured 
upon Hesiod, Homer, Theocritus, Hero- 
dotus, and Thucidides, together with all 
the Greek tragedians. 

In 1734, William Norton, esq., a gen- 
tleman who had a friendship for Aram, 
invited him to Knaresborough. Here he 
acquired the knowledge of the Hebrew, 
and read the Pentateuch in that language. 
In  1744, he returned  to London,   and 

served the Rev. Mr. Plainblano, as usher 
in Latin and writing, in Piccadilly; and 
with this gentleman's assistance, he ac- 
quired the knowledge of the French lan- 
guage. He was afterwards employed as 
an usher and tutor in several parts of 
England; during which time he became 
acquainted with heraldry and botany. 
He also ventured upon Chaldee and 
Arabic, the former of which he found 
easy from its affinity to the Hebrew. 

He then investigated the Celtic, as far 
as possible, in all its dialects; and having 
begun to form collections, and make com- 
parisons between the Celtic, English, Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew, and found a great 
affinity between them, he resolved to pro- 
ceed through all these languages, and to 
form a comparative lexicon. 

But, amid these learned labours and 
inquiries, it appears that Aram committed 
a crime which could not naturafiy have 
been expected from a man of so studious 
a turn. On the 8th of February, 1745, 
he, in conjunction with a man named 
Richard Houseman, murdered Daniel 
Clarke, a shoe-maker, at Knaresborongli. 
This unfortunate man, having lately mar- 
ried a woman of good family, ostenta- 
tiously circulated a report that his wife 
was entitled to a considerable fortune, 
which he should soon receive. Here- 
upon, Aram and Richard Ho\isemaii, 
conceiving hopes of making advantage 
of the circumstance, persuaded Clarke to 
make an ostentatious show of his own 
riches, to induce his wife's relations to 
give him that fortune of which he had 
boasted. There was sagacity, if not ho- 
nesty, in this advice; for the world in 
general are more free to assist persons ia 
affluence than those in distress. 

Clarke was easily induced to comply 
with a hint so agreeable to his own de- 
sires ; on which, he borrowed, and bouglit 
on credit, a large quantity of silver plate, 
with jewels, watches, rings, &c. He told 
the persons of whom he purchased, that 
a merchant in London had sent him an 
order to buy such plate for exportation; 
and no doubt was entertained of his credit 
till his sudden disappearance in February, 
174,5, when it was imagined that heivas 
gone abroad, or at least to London, to 
dispose of his ill-acquired property. 

When Clarke was possessed of these 
goods, Aram and Houseman determinw 
to  murder him,  in order to share tlic 
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booty; and, on the night of tlie 8th of 
February, 174.5, tliey persuaded Clarke 
to walk with them in the fields, in order 
to consult with them on the proper method 
to dispose of the eflects. They walked 
into a field, at a small distance from the 
town, well known by the name of Saint 
Robert's Cave. When they came into 
this field, Aram and Clarke went over a 
hedge towards the cave, and when they 
had got within six or seven j'ards of it 
Houseman, by the light of the moon, 
saw Aram strike Clarke several times, 
and at length beheld him fall, but never 
saw him afterwards. This was the state 
of the aflair, if Houseman's testimony on 
the trial might be credited. 

On the murderers dividing the treasure, 
Houseman concealed his share in his gar- 
den for a twelvemonth, and then took it 
to Scotland, where he sold it; but Aram, 
after the lapse of about a month, set off 
to London, sold his share to a Jew, and 
llien engaged himself as an usher at an 
academy in Piccadilly; where, in the in- 
tervals of his duty in attending on the 
scholars, he made himself master of the 
French language, and acquired some 
knowledge of the Arabic and other 
eastern languages. After this, he was 
usher at other schools in different parts 
if the kingdom; but, as he did not cor- 
respond with his friends in Yorkshire, it 
tas presumed that he was dead. 

Thus had nearly fourteen years passed 
B without the smallest clue being found 
to account for the sudden exit of Clarke; 
»lien, in the year 1758, a labourer was 
employed to dig for stone to supply a 
lime-kiln, at a place called Thistle Hill, 
near Knaresborough; and having dug 
about two feet deep, he found the bones 
»f a human body ; and the bones being 
itill joined to each other by the ligatures 
of the joints, the body appeared to have 
leen buried double. This accident im- 
mediately became the subject of general 
Wiosity and inquiry. Some hints had 
iten formerly thrown out by Aram's 
'ife, that Clarke was murdered; and it 
"as well remembered that his disappear 
Hoe was very sudden. 

This occasioned Aram's wife to be sent 
w, as was also the coroner, and an in- 
quisition was entered into; it being be- 
lieved that the skeleton found was that 
'f Daniel Clarke. Mrs. Aram declared, 
•kat she believed Clarke had been mur- 

dered by her husband and Houseman. 
The latter, when he was brought before 
the coroner, appeared to be in great con- 
fusion, treiubling, changing colour, and 
faltering in his speech during his exami- 
nation. The coroner desired him to take 
up one of the bones, probably to observe 
what farther effect that might produce; 
and Houseman, accordingly taking up 
one of the bones, said, " This is no more 
Dan. Clarke's bone than it is mine." 

These words were pronounced in such 
a luanner as convinced those present, that 
they proceeded not from Houseman's sup- 
position that Clarke was alive, but from 
his certain knowledge whore his bones 
really ] Accordingly, after some eva- 
sions, he said that Clarke was murdered 
by Eugene Aram, and that the body was 
buried in St. Robert's Cave, near Knares- 
borough. He added farther, that Clarke's 
head lay to the right, in the turn, at the 
entrance of the cave; and a skeleton was 
accordingly found there exactly in the 
posture he described. In consequence of 
this confession, search was made for Ai-am, 
and at length he was discovered, in the 
situation of usher to an academy, at Lynn, 
in Norfolk. He was brought thence to 
York Castle; and on the 18th of August, 
1759, he was brought to trial at the 
county assizes. He was found guilty on 
the testimony of Richard Houseman, who, 
being arraigned and acquitted, became an 
evidence against Aram; and his testi- 
mony was corroborated by Mrs. Aram 
and strong circumstantial evidence. The 
plunder which Aram was supposed to 
have derived from the murder was not 
estimated at more than 160/. 

His defence, for ingenuity and ability, 
would have done credit to the best law- 
yers at the bar. 

" My lord," he began, " I know not 
whether it is of right, or through some 
indulgence of your lordship, that I am 
allowed the liberty at this bar, and at this 
time, to attempt a defence, incapable and 
uninstructed as I am to speak; since, 
while I see so many eyes upon nie, so 
numerous and awful a concourse, fixed 
with attention, and filled with I know not 
what expectancy, I labour not with guilt, 
my lord, but with perplexity. For having 
never seen a court but this, and being 
wliolly unacquainted witli law, the cus- 
toms of the bar, and all judiciary pro- 
ceedings, I fear I shall be so little capable 



888 ANNALS OF CRIME. 

of speaking with propriety in this place, 
that it exceeds my hope if I shall be able 
to speak at all. 

" I have heard, my lord, the indictment 
read, wherein I find myself charged with 
the highest crime, with an enormity I am 
altogether incapable of; a fact, to the 
commission of which there goes far more 
insensibility of heart, more profligacy of 
morals, than ever fell to my lot. And 
nothing possibly could have admitted a 
presumption of this nature, but a de- 
pravity not inferior to that imputed to 
me. However, as I stand indicted at 
your lordship's bar, and have heard what 
is called evidence adduced in support of 
such a charge, I very humbly solicit your 
lordship's patience, and beg the hearing 
of this respectable audience, while I, 
single and unskilful, destitute of friends, 
and unassisted by counsel, say something, 
perhaps, Kke argument, in my defence. 
I shall consume but little of your lord- 
ship's time; what I have to say will be 
short, and this brevity, probably, will be 
the best part of it: however, it is oifered 
with all possible regard, and the greatest 
submission to your lordship's considera- 
tion, and that of this honourable court. 

" First, my lord, the whole tenor of 
my conduct in life contradicts every par- 
ticular of the indictment: yet had I never 
said Hhis, did not my present circum- 
stances extort it from me, and seem to 
make it necessary. Permit me here, my 
lord, to call upon malignity itself, so long 
and cruelly busied in this prosecution, to 
charge upon me any immorality, of which 
prejudice was not the author. No, my 
lord, I concerted no schemes of fraud, 
projected no violence, injured no man's 
person or property; my days were honestly 
laborious, my nights intensely studious. 
And I humbly conceive my notice of this, 
especially at this time, will not be thought 
impertinent or unseasonable; but, at least, 
deserving some attention; because, my 
lord, that any person, after a temperate 
use of life, a series of thinking and acting 
regularly, and without a single deviation 
from sobriety, should plunge into the very 
depth of profligacy, precipitately, and at 
once, is altogether improbable and un- 
precedented, and absolutely inconsistent 
with the course of things. Mankind is 
never corrupted at once; villany is always 
progressive, and declines from right step 
after step, till every regard of probity is 

lost, and every sense of all moral obliga- 
tion has totally perished. 

" Again, my lord ; a suspicion of tliis 
kind, which nothing but malevolence 
could entertain, and ignorance propagate, 
is violently opposed by my very situation 
at that time with 'respect to health; for 
but a little space before I had been con- 
fined to my bed, and suff'ered under a 
very long and severe disorder, and was 
not able, for half a year together, so 
much as to walk. The distemper left me, 
indeed; yet slowly, and in part; but so 
macerated, so enfeebled, that I was re- 
duced to crutches: and so far from being 
well] at the time I am charged with this 
fact, I have never, to this day, perfectly 
recovered. Covdd then a person in tliis 
condition take anything into his head so 
unlikely, so extravagant ? I, past the 
vigour of my age, feeble and valetudi- 
nary, with no inducement to engage, no 
ability to accomplish, no weapon where- 
with to perpetrate such a fact—without 
interest, without power, without motive, 
without means. 

" Besides, it must needs occur to every 
one, that an action of this atrocious nature 
is never heard of but, when its springs are 
laid open, it appears that it was to support 
some indolence, or supply some luxury; 
to satisfy some avarice, or oblige some 
malice; to prevent some real or imagi- 
nary want; yet I lay not under the in- 
fluence of any of these. Surely, my lord, 
I may, consistently with botli truth and 
modesty, affirm thus much; and none 
who have any veracity, and know me, 
will ever question this. 

" In the second place, the disappear- 
ance of Clarke is suggested as an argu- 
ment of his being dead; but the uncer- 
tainty of such an inference from that, and 
the fallibility of all conclusions of such a 
sort, from sucli a circumstance, are too 
obvious, and too notorious, to require in- 
stances ; yet, superseding many, permit 
me to procure a very recent one, and that 
afforded by this castle. In June, 1757, 
William Thompson, for all the vigilance 
of this place, in open day-light, and 
double-ironed, made his escape; and, not- 
withstanding an immediate inquiry was 
set on foot, the strictest search made, and 
an advertisement issued in every dn'cc- 
tion, has never been seen or heard o' 
since. If, then, Thompson got off unseen, 
through  all these  difficulties, how very 
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tasy was it for Clarke, when none of 
them opposed him? But what would 
be thought of a prosecution commenced 

any one seen last with Thomp- 

" Permit me next, my lord, to observe 
a little upon the bones which have been 
discovered. It is said, which perhaps is 
saying very far, that these are the skele- 
ton of a man. It is possible, indeed, it 
may; but is there any certain, known 
criterion, which incontestibly distinguishes 
the sex in human bones? Let it be con- 
sidered, my lord, whether the ascertaining 
of this point ought not to precede any 
attempt to identify them. The place of 
their deposition, too, claims much more 
attention than is commonly bestowed 
upon it; for, of all places in the world, 
none could have mentioned any one, 
wherein there was greater certainty of 
finding human bones than a hermitage, 
except he should point out a churchyard ; 
hermitages, in time past, being not only 
places of religious retirement, but of 
burial too; and it has scarcely if ever 
been heard of, but that every cell now 
known contains, or contained, these relics 
of humanity, some mutilated, and some 
entire. I do not inform, but give me 
leave to remind, your lordship, that here 
sat solitary sanctity, and here the hermit, 
or anchoress, hoped that repose for their 
bones when dead, they here enjoyed when 
living, 

" AH the while, my lord, I am sensible 
this is known to your lordship, and to 
many in this court, better than to me. 
But it seems necessary to my case, that 
others, who have not at all, perhaps, 
adverted to things of this nature, and 
may have concern in my trial, should be 
made acquainted with it. Suffer me 
then, my lord, to produce a few of many 
evidences, that these cells were used as 
'epositories of the dead, and to enume- 
rate a few in which human bones have 
been found as it happened in this ques- 
Son; lest, to some, that accident might 
'ppear extraordinary, and consequently 
occasion prejudice. 

" 1. The bones, as was supposed, of 
'he Saxon St. Dubritius were discovered 
buried in his cell at Guy's Cliff, near 
Warwick, as appears from the authority 
«f Sir William Dugdale. 

" 2. The bones thought to be those of 
'be Anchoress Rosia were but lately dis- 

covered in a cell at Royston, entire, fair, 
and undecayed, though they must have 
lain interred for several centuries, as is 
proved by Dr. Stukely. 

" 3. But my own county—nay, almost 
this neighbourhood—supplies another in- 
stance; for, in January, 1747, were found, 
by Mr. Stovin, accompanied by a reverend 
gentleman, the bones, in part, of some 
recluse, in the cell at Lindholm, near 
Hatfield. They were believed to be those 
of William of Lindholm, a hermit, who 
had long made this cave his habitation. 

" 4. In February, 1744, part of Wo- 
burn Abbey being pulled down, a large 
portion of a corpse appeared, even with 
the flesh on, and which bore cutting with 
a knife; though it is certain this had lain 
two hundred years, and how much longer 
is doubtful; for this abbey was founded 
in 1145, and dissolved in 1538 or 9. 
What would have been said, what be- 
lieved, if this had been an accident to 
the bones in question ? 

" Farther, my lord, it is not yet out of 
living memory, that a little distance from 
Knaresborough, in a field, part of the 
manor of the worthy and patriot baronet 
who does that borough the honour to 
represent it in Parliament, were found, 
in digging for gravel, not one human 
skeleton only, but five or six deposited 
side by side, with each an urn placed at 
its head, as your lordship knows was 
usual in ancient interments, .\bout the 
same time, and in another field, almost 
close to this borough, was discovered also, 
in searching for gravel, another human 
skeleton ; but the piety of the same 
worthy gentleman ordered both pits to 
be filled up again, commendably unwill- 
ing to disturb the dead. 

" Is the invention of these bones for- 
gotten, then, or industriously concealed, 
that the discovery of those in question 
may appear the more singular and ex- 
traordinary, whereas, in fact, there is 
nothing extraordinary in it? My lord, 
almost every place contains such remains. 
In fields, in hills, in highway sides, in 
commons, lie frequent and unsuspected 
bones; and our present allotments for 
rest for the departed is hut of some cen- 
turies. 

" Another particular seems to claim a 
Httle of your lordship's notice, and that 
of the gentlemen of the jury, which is, 
that perhaps no example occurs of more 
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than one Bkeleton being found in one 
cell: and in the cell in question was 
found but one; agreeably, in tliis, to the 
peculiarity of every other known cell in 
Britain. Not the invention of one skele- 
ton, but of two, would have appeared 
suspicious and uncommon. But it seems 
another skeleton had been discovered by 
some labourer, which was as full as con- 
fidently averred to be Clarke's as this. 
My lord, must some of the living, if it 
promotes some interest, be made answer- 
able for all the bones that earth has con- 
cealed, and chance exposed? and might 
not a place where bones lay be mentioned 
by a person by chance, as well as found 
by a labourer by chance? or is it more 
criminal accidentally to name where bones 
lie, than accidentally to find where they 
lie? 

" Here, too, is a human skull produced, 
which is fractured : but was this the cause, 
or was it the consequence, of death ? Was 
it owing to violence, or was it the effect 
of natural decay? If it was of violence, 
was that violence before or after death? 
My lord, in May, 1732, the remains of 
William, lord archbishop of this province, 
were taken up, by permission, in this 
cathedral, and the bones of the skull 
were found broken; yet certainly he died 
by no violence offered to him alive, that 
could occasion that fracture there. 

" Let it be considered, my lord, that, 
upon the dissolution of religious houses, 
and the commencement of the reforma- 
tion, the ravages of those times affected 
both the living and the dead. In search 
after imaginary treasure, coffins were 
broken up, graves and vaults dug open, 
monuments ransacked, and shrines de- 
molished ; and it ceased about the begin- 
ning of the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
I entreat your lordship, suffer not the 
violence, the depredations, and the ini- 
quities of those times, to be imputed to 
this. 

" Moreover, what gentleman here is 
ignorant that Knaresborough had a castle; 
wliich, though now a ruin, was once con- 
siderable for its strength and garrison? 
All know it was vigorously besieged by 
the arms of Parliament; at which siege, 
in sallies, conflicts, flights, pursuits, many 
fell in all the places round it, and where 
they ;fell were buried; for every place, 
my lord, is burial-earth in war; and 
many,   questionless,   of   these   rest   yet 

unknown, whose bones futurity shall dis- 
cover. 

" I hope, with all imaginable submis- 
mission, that what has been said will not 
be thought impertinent to this indictment; 
and that it will be far from the wisdom, 
the learning, and the integrity of this 
place, to impute to the living what zeal 
in its fury may have done; what nature 
may have taken oflF, and piety interred; 
or what war alone may have destroyed, 
alone deposited. 

" As to the circumstances that have 
been raked together, I have nothing to 
observe, but that all circumstances what- 
ever are precarious, and have been but 
too frequently found lamentably fallible; 
even the strongest have failed. They may 
rise to the utmost degree of probability, 
yet they are but probability still. Why 
need I name to your lordship the two 
Harrisons, recorded by Dr. Howell, who 
both suffered upon circumstances, because 
of the sudden disappearance of their 
lodger, who was in credit, contracted 
many debts, borrowed money, and went 
off unseen, and returned a great many 
years after their execution ? Why name 
the intricate affair of Jaques du ]\Ioulin, 
under Charles the Second, related by a 
gentleman who was counsel for the 
crown ; and why the unhappy Colemaii, 
who suffered innocently, though convicted 
upon positive evidence, and whose chil- 
dren perished for want because the world 
uncharitably believed the father guilty? 
Why mention the perjury of Smith, in- 
cautiously admitted king's evidence, who, 
to screen himself, equally accused Fair- 
cloth and Loveday of the murder of 
Dunn; the first of whom, in 1749, was 
executed at Winchester; and Loveday 
was about to suffer at Reading, had not 
Smith been proved perjured, to the satis- 
faction of the court, by the surgeon of 
Gosport hospital ? 

" Now, my lord, having endeavoured 
to show that the whole of this process is 
altogether repugnant to every part of my 
life ; that it is inconsistent with ray con- 
dition of health about that time ; that no 
rational inference can be drawn, that a 
person is dead who suddenly disappears; 
that hermitages were the constant reposi- 
tories of the bones of a recluse; that the 
proofs of this are well authenticated; that 
the revolutions in religion, or the fortune 
of war, have mangled or buried the dead; 
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the conclusion remains, perhaps, no less 
reasonably than impatiently wished for. 
1, at last, after a year's confinement, 
equal to either fortune, put myself upon 
the candour, the justice, and the humanity 
of your lordship, and upon yours, my 
countrymen, gentlemen of the jury." 

Judge Noel, before whom he was tried, 
summed up the evidence with great per- 
spicuity ; and, in his comments on the 
prisoner's defence, declared it to be one 
of the most ingenious pieces of reasoning 
ihat had ever fallen under liis notice. 
The jury, with little hesitation, found the 
prisoner guilty, and he received sentence 
of death. 

After his conviction, he confessed the 
justice of his sentence to two clergymen, 
who were directed to attend him in York 
Castle, to whom he acknowledged that 
le had murdered Clarke. Being asked 
by one of them, what was his motive for 
committing that action, he answered, that 
te suspected Clarke of having an unlaw- 
ful commerce with his wife; that he was 
persuaded, at the time when he committed 
the murder he did right; but that, since 
lie thought it wrong. "After this, pray," 
says Aram, " what became of Clarke's 

: body, if Houseman went home (as he 
said upon my trial) immediately on see- 

I ing him fall?" One of the clergymen 
replied, " I '11 tell you what became of it: 
you and Houseman dragged it into the 
tave, and stripped and buried it there; 
then brought away his clothes, and burnt 
tliem at your own house." To this he 
assented. He was asked, whether House- 
nan did not earnestly press him to mur- 
der his wife, for fear she should discover 
4e business they had been about: he 
kastily replied, " He did, and pressed me 
leveral times to it." 

In the hope of eluding the course of 
justice, he made an attempt upon his own 
life, by cutting his arm in two places with 
a razor, which he had concealed for that 
purpose. On a table, in his cell, was 
found the following paper, containing his 
Kasons for the above attempt: " What 
am I better than my fathers ? To die is 
natural and necessary. Perfectly sensible 
'f this, I fear no more to die than I did 
to be born. But the manner of it is 
something which should, in my opinion, 
lie decent and manly. I think 1 have 
'egarded both these points. Certainly, 
oobody has a better right to dispose of a 

man's life than himself; and he, not 
others, should determine how. As for 
any indignities offered to my body, or 
silly reflections on my faith and morals, 
they are (as they always were) things 
indifferent to me. I think, though con- 
trary to the common way of thinking, I 
wrong no man by this, and hope it is 
not offensive to that Eternal Being that 
formed me and the world; and, as by 
this I injure no man, no man can be 
reasonably offended. I solicitously re- 
commend myself to that Eternal and 
Almighty Being, the God of nature, if I 
have done amiss. But perliaps I have 
not; and I hope this thing will never 
be imputed to me. Though I am now 
stained by malevolence, and suffer by 
prejudice, I hope to rise fair and un- 
blemished. My life was not polluted, 
my morals were irreproachable, and my 
opinions were orthodox. I slept soundly 
till three o'clock, awoke, and then wrote 
these lines: 
" Come, pleasing rest! eternal slumbers, 

fall ; 
Seal mine, that once must seal the eves- 

of all! 
Calm and composed my soul her journey 

takes. 
No guilt that troubles, and no heart that 

aches! 
Adieu, thou sun ! all bright like her arise! 
Adieu, fair friends! and all that's good 

and wise." 
These lines, found with the following 

letter, were supposed to have been written 
by Aram just before he attempted his 
own life. 

" MY DEAR FRIEND—Before this reaches 
you I shall be no more a living man in 
this world, though at present in perfect 
bodily health; but who can describe the 
horrors of mind which I suffer at this 
instant? Guilt! the guilt of blood shed 
without any provocation, without any 
cause, but that of filthy lucre, pierces 
my conscience with wounds that give the 
most poignant pains! 'Tis true, the con- 
sciousness of my horrid guilt has given 
me frequent interruptions in the midst of 
my business or pleasures; but yet I have 
found means to stifle its clamours, and 
contrived a momentary remedy for the 
disturbance it gave me, by applying to 
the bottle, or the bowl, or diversions, or 
company, or business; sometimes one, 
and sometimes the other, as opportunity 
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offered; but now all these, and all other 
amusements, are at an end, and I am left 
forlorn, helpless, and destitute of every 
comfort; for I have nothing now in view 
but the certain destruction both of my 
soul and body. My conscience will now 
no longer suffer itself to be hoodwinked 
or browbeat: it has now got the mastery ; 
it is my accuser, judge, and executioner; 
and the sentence it pronounceth against 
me is more dreadful than that I heard 
from the bench, which only condemned 
my body to the pains of death, which are 
soon over: but conscience tells me plainly, 
that she will summon me before another 
tribunal, where I shall have neither power 
nor means to stifle the evidence she will 
bring against me; and that the sentence 
which shall then be denounced, will not 
only be irreversible, but will condemn my 
soul to torments that will know no end. 

" O ! had I but hearkened to the advice 
which dear-bought experience has enabled 
me to give, I should not now have been 
plunged into that dreadful gulf of despair 
from which I find it impossible to extri- 
cate myself; and therefore my soul is 
filled with inconceivable horror. I see 
both God and man my enemies; and in 
a few hours I shall be exposed a public 
spectacle for the world to gaze at. Can 
you conceive any condition more horrible 
than mine ? O, no! it cannot be ! I am 
determined, therefore, to put a short end 
to trouble 1 am no longer able to bear, 
and deceive the executioner, by doing his 
business with my own hand ; and I shall 
by this means at least prevent the shame 
and disgrace of a public exposure; and 
leave the care of my soul in the hands of 
eternal mercy. Wishing you all health, 
happiness, and prosperity, I am, to the 
last moment of my life, 

" Yours, with the sincerest regard, 
" EUGENE ARAM. 

"August 5th, 1759." 
The morning appointed for his execu- 

tion arriving, (Monday, the 6th of August, 
1759,) the keeper went to take him out 
of his cell, when he was surprised to find 
him almost expiring through loss of blood, 
having cut his left arm above the elbow 
and near the wrist, with a razor; but he 
had missed the artery. By proper appli- 
cation he was brought to himself, and, 
though weak, conducted to the scaffold; 
w'hen, being asked if he had anything to 
say, he answered, " No."    He was then 

executed, and his body conveyed to 
Knaresborough Forest, and hung in 
chains, pursuant to his sentence. 

How deeply to be lamented, that a man 
possessed of such abilities and application 
should have made so disgraceful an exit: 
the pride of human nature is hurt to find 
so excellent a head joined to so depraved 
a heart. The progress that Eugene Aram 
made in literature, considering the little 
instruction that he received, and the dis- 
advantages under which he laboured, may 
be justly considered as astonishing: he, 
in fact, possessed talents and acquisitions 
that might have classed him among the 
most respectable of human characters, if 
his moral character had been equal to his 
intellectual. But vice degraded him— 
not generally, it appears, but in the 
flagrant case from the guilt of which he 
so ingeniously attempted to screen him- 
self, and caused him, who might have 
been an ornament to his species, to fall 
des^ervedly by the hands of the common 
executioner. 

THE PRESENT. 

IN order to enjoy the present, it is neces- 
sary to be intent on the present. To be 
doing one thing, and thinking of another, 
is a very unsatisfactory mode of spending 
life. Some people are always wishing 
themselves somewhere but where they 
are, or thinking of something else than 
what they are doing, or of somebody else 
than to whom they are speaking. This is 
the way to enjoy nothing, to do nothing 
well, and to please nobody. It is better 
to be interested with inferior persons and 
inferior things than to be indifferent with 
the best. A principal cause of this in- 
difference is the adoption of other people's 
tastes instead of the cultivation of our 
own—the pursuit after that for which we 
are not fitted, and to which, consequently, 
we are not in reality inclined. This folly 
pervades, more or less, all classes, and 
ai-ises from the error of building our 
enjoyment on the false foundation of 
the world's opinion, instead of being, 
with due regard to others, each our own 
world. 
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DISCOVERY OF A MURDERER BY THE SAGACITY AND INTREPIDITY 
OF A DOG. 

THE  DOG  ATTACKING 

THE fame of an English dog has been 
ieservedly transmitted to posterity by a 
iBonument in basso rehevo, which still 
remains on the chimney-piece of the 
Stand hall at the castle of Montargis, in 
France. The sculpture represents a dog 
lighting with a champion, and was occa- 
sioned by the following circumstance. 

Aubri de Mondidier, a gentleman of 
family and fortune,travelling alone through 
the forest of Bondi, was murdered, and 
buried under a tree. His dog, an English 
Hood-hound, would not quit his master's 
grave for several days, till at length, com- 
pelled by hunger, he went to the house 
'f an intimate friend of the unfortunate 
Aubri's, at Paris, and by his melancholy 
howling^ seemed desirous of expressing 
ffle loss they had both sustained. He 
repeated his cries, ran to the door, then 

looked back to see if any one followed 
him, returned to his master's friend, 
pulled him by the sleeve, and with dumb 
eloquence entreated him to go with him. 

The singularity of all the actions of the 
dog; his coming there without his master, 
whose faithful companion he always had 
been; the sudden disappearance of his 
master; and, perhaps, that divine dispen- 
sation of justice and events, which will 
not permit the guilty to remain long un- 
detected ; made the company resolve to 
follow the dog, who conducted them to 
the tree, where he renewed his howling, 
scratching the earth with his feet, to sig- 
nify that that was the spot they should 
search. Accordingly, on digging, the 
body of the unfortunate Aubri was found. 

Some time after, the dog accidentally 
met the assassin, who is styled, by all his- 
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torians that relate the fact, the Chevalier 
Macaire; vshen instantlj' seizing him by 
the throat, it was with great difficulty he 
was made to quit his prey. 

Whenever he saw him after, the dog 
pursued and attacked him with equal 
fury. Such obstinate virulence in the 
animal, confined only on Macaire, ap- 
peared extraordinary to those persons 
who recollected the dog's fondness for 
his master, and at the same time several 
instances wherein Macaire had displayed 
his envy and hatred to Aubri. 

Additional circumstances increased sus- 
picion, which at length reached the royal 
ear. The king, Lewis the Eighth, sent 
for the dog. He appeared extremely 
gentle, till, perceiving Macaire in the 
midst of twenty nobleman, lie ran directly 
towards him, growled, and flew at him as 
usual. 

In those times, when no positive proof 
of a crime could be procured, an order 
was issued for a combat between the 
accuser and accused. These were de- 
nominated the judgment of God, from 
a persuasion that heaven would sooner 
work a miracle, than sutler innocence to 
perish with infamy. 

The king, struck with such a collection 
of circumstantial evidences against Ma- 
caire, determined to i-efer the decision to 
the chance of war, or, in other words, he 
gave orders for a combat between the 
chevalier and the dog. The lists were 
appointed in the aisle of Notre Dame: 
Macaire's weapon was a cudgel. 

The dog had an empty cask allowed 
for his retreat, to recover breath. The 
combatants being ready, the dog no 
sooner found himself at liberty, than he 
ran round his adversary, avoiding his 
blows, menacing him on every side, till 
his strength was exhausted; then spring- 
ing forward, he griped him by the throat, 
threw him on the ground, and forced him 
to confess his crime before the king and 
the whole court. In consequence of which 
the Chevalier, after a few days, was con- 
victed upon his own acknowledgment, 
and beheaded on a scaffold in the aisle 
of Notre Dame. 

The above curious recital is translated 
from the Memoires sur les Duels, and is 
confirmed by many judicious, critical 
writers, particularly Julius Scaliger and 
Montfau9on, neither of them relators of 
fabulous stories. 

THE BLOOD-MONEY SYSTEM. 

THE active exertions of Alderman M. 
Wood discovered in the first year of his 
mayoralty a conspiracy of the most atro- 
cious nature—an organized plan of seduc- 
tion to crime, and of traffic in human 
blood. The designs of tlie conspirators 
were chiefly executed in the neighbour- 
hood of Tower Hill, where several of 
their victims were met at different times 
in great distress, by certain persons, who, 
under the mask of pity, furnished them 
with base 'shillings and Bank tokens for 
3s. and Is. Gd. The unfortunate crea- 
tures, nearly famishing, hastily rashed 
into a baker's or chandler's shop; hut 
being previously placed under the eye 
of a lurking villain, who assumed the 
character of an officer, they were seized 
and searched, and the money which had 
just been heaped upon them as bounty, 
or for part of which they had perhaps 
entered into treaty, being found upon 
them, this was of course considered ^rima 
facie evidence of their guilt. 

The blood-money system originated in 
the mischievous principles of a law which 
provided that, upon the conviction of a 
criminally-accused individual, a certain 
bonus should be paid to the party or 
parties bringing such accused individual 
to the bar of justice, which amounted 
generally to about 40/. This had tlie 
effect of producing a number of false 
accusations, or condemning comparatively 
innocent men of some crime, into the 
commission of which they had been pur- 
posely entrapped, for the sake of the prize 
held out: hence, the appropriate name of 
blood-money. But how deeply must the 
wretch who could thus gather riches be 
sunk in depravity! 

Many cases of this description were 
brought to light at the time; and the 
following, which we have selected fron 
them, exhibits a degree of cruelty which 
has seldom be equalled. 

On the 20th of September, 1816, the 
trial came on of Thomas Brock, John 
Pelham, and Michael Power, charged 
with traitorously, feloniously, and deceit- 
fully counterfeiting and colouring base 
coin, so as to make it resemble the cur- 
rent coin of the realm; and also with 
having aided and abetted Dennis Riorton, 
James Quin, and Thomas Connelly, w'w 
were convicted of the like crime at the 
Old Bailey Sessions. 
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Upon the motion of the Attorney- j 

General, Dennis Riorton, James Quiii, 
and Thomas Connelly were called to the 
bar to receive his Majesty's pardon for 
the crime of which they had been con- 
victed, in order that they might be able 
to give evidence against the prisoners. 

Brock, Pelham, and Power then re- 
tired; and Riorton, Quin, and Connelly, 
at the bay, delivered in the pardon of his 
Majesty w^icli was read by the clerk of 
tk arraigns. 

The prisoners were then again put to 
Ite bar. 

The Attorney-General stated the prin- 
tipal facts of the case to the jury. Mr. 
.lUey was counsel for the prisoners. 

Baron Graham remarked, that the sub- 
stantial charge against the prisoners was 
for high treason. The indictment con- 
tained two counts; but he did not see 
tliat the prisoners would be put to any 
inconvenience, because it was their object 
to prove that there was no high treason 
it all. 

Daniel Barry lived in Ebenezer Place, 
Whitecross Street. He had known Power 
(or eighteen years, and Pelham for five 
months. He saw Pelham first in Power's 
company; they both came to witness's 
touse, and asked if he had any work, 
and requested him to go out with them. 
He did not go, but soon after Pelham 
tame again to his house, and he went 
eith him to a public-house, where he had 
loraething to drink. He asked witness 
if he knew any houses where thieves 
resorted, and said he would put him in 
a good thing, as he had done Power. 
He said, that if witness could get some 
men to break a window, he could obtain 
officers to take them up; and that if they 
were apprehended a good reward would 
be the consequence. He then asked if 
witness knew anj' man who could pass 
kad 3s. pieces. After a good deal more 
tonversation, Pelham asked witness if he 
toiddget some men to make bad shillings, 
fethat, if he could, Michael Power would 
Bake stuff to colour a quart pot. Witness 
'aid, that if he wanted men he should go 
to market for them. The market was in 
Qieapside, where poor Irishmen stood at 
Ihe corner of King Street waiting for 
Wrk. A few days after, having got to 
'te market about a quarter past seven, 
•itness saw Riorton and Quin, and asked 
lliem how work went on.   They said,Very 

badly, and were walking off with their 
tools; but Barry went with the men and 
talked to them in Irish. Power followed 
behind; and after they had got a little 
way, Power said to witness, " I dare say 
these men want work." Quin said, " In- 
deed we do." Power then replied, " Meet 
us at the sign of the Cat, in Whitecross 
Street, and I will ask my master if he 
wants workmen." They then parted. 
An appointment was made to meet the 
two men at six o'clock next morning, at 
the Red Cow, Long Lane, whence they 
were to go to the room which had been 
hired in Cow Cross. Next morning wit- 
ness met Brock, his son. Power, Pelham, 
and the two men. Pelham was on the 
other side of the way, and called witness 
and Power over. He took the hammer 
and files from his bosom, and gave them 
to Power, as well as a pair of scissors, 
which he said he had borrowed from his 
landlady, adding, " I suppose she will 
never see them again." Witness and 
Power then went to Moorfields, met the 
men, and took them to the room. Power 
went out; and after some time he came 
in again, accompanied by witness's son, 
who brought with him a bottle, a paper 
with something like flour in it, another 
with something hard in it, some salt, some 
matches, and a candle. Power then said, 
" Where is the brass?" and young Barry 
gave it to him. Power then took the 
brass, marked it in straight lines the size 
of a shilling, and then cut it with scissors 
into strips. He gave it to the Irishmen, 
to file into squares, and Power rounded 
them like shillings with a file: he then 
gave them to the Irishmen to file and 
scour. Witness worked with them. When 
they were all done, Power rubbed all of 
them over with finer scouring paper. 
There were about thirty pieces altogether. 
As the men did their work. Power finished 
it, and made them to the similitude of a 
shiUing he had in his hand. Connelly, 
who was the man who came in last, then 
said, " Bariy, we are doing a job that 
will hang us all." Witness said, " Are 
we ? then I will keep you another day at 
it." Brock and Pelham said to witness, 
they were quite safe, and need not fear. 
They then went down, as if for dinner, 
and left the men at work. He saw Brock 
and Taylor in Moor Lane, going to the 
room to take up the men. Soon after he 
heard that the men were apprehended, 
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and the whole Was discovered. They 
were apprehended on the 30th of May 
last. When the men were tried, witness 
attended, and saw Brock and Pelham in 
the Old Bailey yard. In the evening of 
the apprehension, they all met at the 
George; and Brock said that Taylor had 
mentioned to him that it was a very good 
job indeed; and Brock added, that witness 
should be careful not to be together or 
near his house. 

Nathaniel Barry was the son of the last 
witness, and corroborated the testimony 
of his father. 

William Taylor was a constable belong- 
ing to the ward of Aldersgate. He knew 
Brock and Pelham. Brock on the 30th 
of May last came to witness, and asked 
him to go and apprehend some coiners 
in Angel Alley, Moor Lane. He asked 
how he knew it; and Brock said, " I have 
it from good authority." Witness then 
obtained a search-warrant, and in going 
down Little Britain with Brock, he saw 
a man leaning on a post. Brock said, 
"Pelham, how are they going on?" 
Pelham said, " It is all right." Brock 
made an affidavit before Alderman Cox 
that he knew of the coiners, and by that 
means the warrant was obtained. As 
witness was going with Brock to the 
room, he met Pelham again, and upon 
Brock asking if they were ready, Pelham 
said, " There is one missing." In passing 
Angel Court, witness saw a man going 
into the house: they then followed, went 
up two pair of stairs, and found Quin, 
Riorton, and Connelly, sitting on the 
floor, rubbing pieces of metal resembling 
shillings. There was no furniture in the 
room. All the men were handcutfed; 
and upon being searched, he found upon 
Riorton bad shillings wrapped very care- 
fully up in paper for fear they should rub. 
Their hands were black with colouring. 
They seemed very much alarmed: Quin 
jumped round the room; and one of them 
said, " If you will wait, one of them has 
gone out for our dinners." He waited 
a minute or two, but thought it most 
prudent not to wait longer. In search- 
ing the room he found a hammer, two 
files, a pair of scissors, and a bottle of 
aquafortis, which last was found by Brock 
in a closet. He found also twenty-seven 
pieces of money altogether in the room. 

The hammer, files, &c., were produced 
in court. 

Anthony Harrison was an officer. 
Mrs. Brock gave him the files, and other 
things, now produced in court, at Brock's 
lodgings, on the 20th of July. 

Randal M'Donnell was a labourer. 
He knew Riorton and Quin. One morn- 
ing two men came up to Riorton and 
Quin, and asked if they wanted a job. 
They said they did, and went away with 
the two men. Power was one of them, 
and Barry was the other. Soon after 
he heard Quin and Riorton were in 
custody. Witness saw the two men who 
had taken Quin and Riorton away, in 
the yard of the Old Bailey, talking to 
Brock and Pelham. He showed them 
to Mr. Griffiths, and as soon as they saw 
him they went out at the gate. He fol- 
lowed them to Newgate Street, laid hold 
of Power and Barry by the coat, and 
said, " You are the two men who took 
the men from Cheapside Market," They 
said they were not. Power knocked him 
down, and both ran away as hard as they 
could. Witness cried out, " Stop coiners!" 
but the people, not understanding, took 
no notice. A man afterwards seized 
Barry, and witness taxed him again with 
taking the men from the market He 
denied it, as he did before. 

Jarnes Quin was an Irish labourer. 
He had been in England about fourteen 
months, and used to go to the market- 
place in Cheapside to be hired for labour. 
One day he went to the market, and was 
met by the elder Barry, who asked him 
if he wanted a job. He said he did, 
Barry said, " My master wants one or 
two men." 

The witness was unable to proceed any 
farther without an interpreter, and Grif- 
fiths, the Irish intei'preter, was sworn. 

The witness said that he was employed 
by Barry and Power to rub round pieces 
of copper, like shillings, and was taken 
up by the officer while he was doing it, 
together with Riorton and Connelly. 
While he was in the room young Barry 
brought something up into it. 

The Attorney-General considered it un- 
necessary to call Connelly and Riorton. 

Henry Ramand, an officer of the court, 
produced a copy of the record of the con- 
viction of the three Irishmen, which was 
read by the clerk of the court. 

The evidence for the prosecution being 
here concluded, the prisoners were called 
upon for their defence. 
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Thomas Brock said, that Pelham came i 

to him one morning and said, that he j 
had found out some men of bad charac- 
ter.    He told him to watch them; he did | 
so, and came next day to his house, and j 
then Pelham said, that he had watched 
them from Fore Street to Angel Alley; 
He was not certain, but he had reason to 
believe that they were  coining money. 
Soon  after,   the  prisoner continued,  he 
went to Taylor upon  Pelham's informa- 
tion, and told him he had found  some 
coiners, gave his oath before Alderman 
Cox, and obtained a warrant.    He gave 
lis word to Taylor tliat he had the infor- 
mation  from  very  good  authority.     In 
consequence of this the men were taken 
up, tried, and convicted; but he knew no 
more about it. 

John Pelham, being called upon, con- 
lirmed Brock's statement. 

Michael Power also declared that he 
never went to market at all for the men, 
and that he had never seen the face of 
M'Donnell, who had sworn against him, 
before. 

Mr. Justice Burrouglis summed up at 
considerable length, and commented upon 
the various branches of the evidence. 
He detailed the various circumstances 
which came out in the evidence of the 
two Barrys. If their testimony was to 
be believed, then all the three prisoners, 
Brock, Pelham, and Power, were impli- 
cated in procuring the three Irishmen, 
getting them the implements, and setting 
them to work for the purpose of coining. 
It was not necessary to show them all 
three together in any one transaction; 
it was sufficient if we found them par- 
hcipating in all the main facts, and so 
connected in all the parts; of the trans- 
action, as that what they severally did 
contributed to the effect intended to be 
produced. The evidence of William Tay- 
lor, the constable, was the next that de- 
served the consideration of the jury. This 
witness proved that it was Brock who told 
Mm of the coiners being at work; and 
'fter this, witness liad got a warrant for 
'lieir apprehension, and was proceeding 
with Brock to the place, he saw Pelham 
lounging near a post in Little Britain, 
"lio, upon being asked by Brock how 
they were going on, replied, " All very 
''5II." Accordingly the three Irishmen 
»we all found literally at work in tlie 
'ct of counterfeiting.     The  tools,   also, 

with which they Were found at work were 
identified as having been procured by the 
prisoners; one female witness identifying 
the scissors as having been borrowed from 
her by Power; and another female prov- 
ing that she had sold the two files and a 
hammer to Brock and Pelham. All this 
aflbrded strong circumstantial confirma- 
tion of the evidence of the two Barrys. 
The learned judge then commented on 
the evidence of Randal M'Donnell, who, 
he remarked, had conducted himself ex- 
tremely well, and had been the first in- 
strument of discovering the conspiracy 
against his countrymen. The jury liad 
also heard to-day the evidence of Quin, 
who was one of the three convicted of 
coining, but had since received a free 
pardon. The consideration of his being 
possibly actuated by a spirit of vengeance 
might weigh somewhat against his evi- 
dence; this the jury would, no doubt, 
take into their consideration; but it evi- 
dently went to attach all the three pri- 
soners to the same transaction. Quin's 
evidence, if believed, proved that they 
were all engaged in it. If then the jury, 
from all the evidence they had heard, be- 
lieved that the three Irishmen were set 
to work by the prisoners in the way that 
had beenjdescribed, they would find them 
all guilty of the offence imputed. He 
did not think it necessary to point out 
any distinction or shade of guilt in the 
conduct of the diflPerent prisoners, as it 
was quite enough for the jury to be con- 
vinced that they were all engaged in 
one common concern. He, therefore, 
abstained from marking the conduct of 
any one of the prisoners in particular, 
as ilii (whole was a joint charge; and it 
would be for the jury to consider whether 
any doubt could be entertained as to its 
being established. A point of law, how- 
ever, had been:raised in favour [of the 
prisoners, on the ground that it did not 
appear that they meant to utter the coun- 
terfeit coin which they employed the three 
Irishmen to make. He should take care 
that this point should come under the 
consideration of the twelve Judges; and 
if this necessarily entered into the con- 
sideration of the crime with which the 
prisoners were charged, of course they 
would have the benefit of it. But in the 
mean time the jury would look merely to 
the facts proved in the course of the trial, 
aud deliver their verdicts upon them. 
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The jury, after a few minutes' con- 
sideration, returned a verdict of " Guilty" 
against the three prisoners, who were im- 
mediately taken from the bar. They were 
afterwards respited during his Majesty's 
pleasure, and kept in confinement. 

The Lord Mayor, after the trial, ordered 
the three Irishmen to be taken care of by 
an officer of the court, that they might 
receive a sum of money which had been 
subscribed for them. 

After the discovery of the plots to 
which these three Irishmen were the 
victims, the ;Lord Mayor declared his 
conviction that theirs was not a solitary 
case. Viewing, as he did, the other atro- 
cious scenes which were brought to light, 
he considered that the plans of the con- 
spirators were too well organized, and too 
easily effected, to be confined to that 
oft'ence; and he determined upon probing 
the matter if possible to the quick. This, 
by his indefatigable industry, coolness, 
and judgment, he in part effected. 

In consequence of certain information 
which his lordship received, he proceeded 
to Newgate, and remained there between 
four and five hours. His lordship, who 
was assisted by Mr. Hobler, the chief 
clerk, entered into a minute investigation 
of the cases of nearly twenty persons who 
had been convicted at the previous Octo- 
ber and April Old Bailey Sessions, on a 
charge of uttering counterfeit money, 
principally Bank of England tokens. 
Some of these poor creatures were of 
the lower order of illiterate Irish and 
English, but the chief part of them were 
foreign seamen, such as Russians, Ger- 
mans, &c., and therefore the more likely 
to become the ready victims of designing 
men. 

Those whom his lordship ascertained 
to have been such, were speedily dis- 
charged ; but it is supposed that one un- 
fortunate being, ensnared in a crime of 
which he was not morally guilty, suffered 
the most dreadful sentence of the law 
before the investigation took place; and 
fell a sacrifice to a system of police so 
liable to be abused by the hard-hearted 
and designing among its officers, if not 
calculated to make them blood-thirsty 
rather than usefully active, by offering 
an inducement to allow the misguided 
and dishonest to commit still greater 
crimes, rather than to stop them in their 
unlawful courses. 

TEIAL OF  EDWARD T0RNER, 
A PUGILIST. 

ON the 22d of October, 1816, a fight 
took place at Moulsey Hurst, between 
Turner, who made his " debut" on this 
occasion, and Curtis, designated the Dutch 
Sam of his weight from his public fight- 
ing. Betting was 5 to 2 and 3 to 1 on 
the event. 'Turner exhibited the traits of 
a British pugilist in more instances than 
one, when he had his adversary in his 
power. Curtis, from the attitude of 
Turner, could not get at him, and the 
more game the former exhibited the more 
he got punished. At length, after strug- 
gling against every disadvantage one hour 
and twenty-eight minutes, he fell, ap- 
parently lifeless ; and being conveyed 
over the water to an inn, near Hampton, 
he betrayed the most alarming symptoms. 
Surgeons being promptly sent for, and a 
vein opened, he bled freely; but death 
had grasped him too firmly for mortal aid 
to prove efficacious. 

An inquest was of course held on his 
body, and the evidence of two surgeons 
went to prove that he had died from the 
effects of the blows he received from 
Turner. Mr. Griffenhoofe did not arrive 
until long after the battle took place; but 
Mr. Jones was present upon the spot, and 
gave it as liis decided opinion that the 
man could not live. The young man, 
assistant to Mr. Griflfenhoofe, bled the 
deceased about half an hour after the 
fight, but there was nothing particular to 
narrate on the subject. 

Mr. Coombes, of Hampton, proved 
that the deceased fought with Turner, 
that they shook hands before the battle 
took place, and that he assisted in taking 
the deceased from the ring in a senseless 
state. He proved, also, that the seconds, 
the umpire, and " the patrons " of fight- 
ing, strenuously urged Curtis to give in, 
and that he refused to do so; and that he 
even slipped away from his seconds when 
they were in the act of carrying him 
away, and fought again. 

Mr. Kent stated, that for about twelve 
rounds before the termination of the con- 
test he told Curtis he had no chance to 
win, and that it was a pity he should 
suffer himself to be beat to pieces. The 
reply of the deceased was, that he could 
not lose the battle; and he maintained 
this assertion against every remonstrance, 
until he fell in the last round, and never 
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recovered from a state of stupor. Oliver, 
bis second, advised him also in vain to 
resign long before the battle was decided; 
ind the umpire refused to hold the watch 
any longer; but the deceased entertained 
I notion that he would win until the 
moment he fell. The evidence of this 
litness gave some explanation on the 
aibject of the fall. He stated, that in 
lie struggle for superiority both men 
lere down, and that Turner had an op- 
[ortunity of doing mischief to his adver- 
ary, by falling upon him, but he broke 
Horn him, and behaved in a manly man- 
ner, as he had done in other instances 
luring the fight. After this fall, Curtis 
never recovered from the stupor; and 
litness believed him to be in a dying 
itate before he reached the inn at Hamp- 
ton. After being put to bed, Mr. Jones, 
lie surgeon, pronounced him to be in a 
lery dangerous state, and witness, toge- 
tker with the people at the inn, used 
(very exertion in procuring medical aid. 
The deceased -at this time was cold at the 
ixtremities, and appeared to be dying. 
Witness went on to state, that the de- 
teased laboured under disease, and that 
le was advised rather to forfeit the stake 
for which he fought, than contend for it; 
tat his reply was, that he was sure to 
leat his man. He died a quarter before 
twelve at night, but witness left him 
about twelve hours after the battle. 

The jury without hesitation found a 
verdict of manslaughter against Turner, 
iho was committed to Tothill Fields 
Bridewell, till the next Old Bailey ses- 
sions. The evidence on his trial was 
Jmilar to the above; and in his defence 
le gave in a paper, in which he declared 
lis aversion to prize-fighting ; that though 
ke was unfortunately goaded on to fight 
»ith Curtis, he had not the most distant 
intention of doing him any serious injury, 
tat was, on the contrary, repeatedly de- 
•rous that Curtis should give up the con- 
tat. No man could feel more regret 

himself at the awful result of that 
West, but he declared himself innocent 
'fthe most distant intention to injure the 

A great many witnesses were called by 
•"• Andrews, who gave Turner an excel- 
•t character for humanity, and for a 
particularly mild temper. Many of them 
W known him from his infancy. One 
specially declared his belief that no indi- 

vidual had ever been more insulted than 
Turner had been by Curtis, and no man 
could possibly exercise more moderation 
and forbearance than he did for a long 
time; and though Curtis was repeatedly 
assured that Turner refused to fight him, 
he still persisted in these insults, and, if 
possible, repeated them with a greater 
degree of aggravation. 

Mr. Baron Graham summed up. He 
observed, that no person whatever could 
suppose the prisoner actuated by malice 
in what he had done on the present occa- 
sion, or that he had done it wilfully or 
designedly. It was equally clear, that he 
was not one of those desperate offenders 
in prize-fighting—a system which had 
tmfortunately become too common in 
these da3's. Turner had the appearance 
of being a brave young man, and there- 
fore was an object for Curtis to attack; 
ambitious, as every person belonging to 
the prize-fighting corps was, to acquire 
more renown, by defeating such a man as 
Turner. Though a person might disap- 
prove of these battles, it was impossible to 
feel that horror at them which a person 
felt when two persons deliberately went 
out armed, for they could only be con- 
sidered a trial of courage. It was a fact 
unquestionably true, that Turner had no 
hostility whatever to the deceased; for, 
on the contrary, he had shown himself 
actuated by the purest motives of huma- 
nity during the whole of the fatal contest. 
He (the judge) did not wish to throw any 
imputation on the deceased: at the same 
time, he deplored that obstinacy which he 
had shown during the fight, and he like- 
wise deplored the numerous insults he had 
offered to Turner, and which Turner had 
long and patiently endured without offer- 
ing any retaliation: that patience was 
honourable to him in every point of view. 
The consequences had indeed been fatal 
to that unhappy young man; but it would 
be extremely unjust to say Turner was 
responsible for these consequences, as 
being the cause of them. Turner had 
been very humane during the contest, 
declining on every occasion to take any 
advantage of what his superiority in point 
of strength and wind had given him. 
The jury could therefore do nothing more 
than find him guilty of manslaughter. 

The jury, after two miimtes' consulta- 
tion, accordingly found the prisoner guilty 
of manslaughter;   but earnestly recom- 
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mended him to mercy for his humanity 
in the contest, his sorrow for its issue, 
and his excellent character. 

Mr. Baron Graham—" Gentlemen, the 
court are actuated by the same feelings, 
and will certainly not overlook the con- 
duct of the young man at the bar when 
they give judgment." 

He was sentenced to two months' im- 
prisonment in Newgate. 

THOMAS DOUGLAS. 

THE case of this criminal presents one of 
the too frequent instances of the mischief 
resulting from drunkenness, which the 
law, as laid down on the trial, so far from 
admitting as a palliation, as the unhappy 
man conceived it should have done, con- 
sidered an aggravation of the crime. Be 
this as it may, drunkenness is in itself a 
crime that cannot be too utterly loathed 
and abhorred, undermining, as it does, 
the health, happiness, and well-being at 
large of those who are addicted to its 
pursuit. Drunkenness is the fruitful, the 
prolific source of a host of evils which 
follow in his train : he is a demoniac, oft- 
times prepared to commit the foulest, the 
blackest, the most outrageous deeds ! On 
the community generally of our own 
country, unfortunately, the vicious prac- 
tice is a deep—but we fain hope, not 
imperishable—stain. 

Thomas Douglas was indicted at the 
Old Bailey for the murder of William 
Sparks, a seaman, at a public-house in 
Wapping. 

The prisoner was born at Berwick, in 
Scotland, and, having been educated by 
his parents according to the religious 
principles prevailing in that country, he 
was bound apprentice to a seafaring per- 
son at Berwick. When he was out of his 
time lie entered on board a ship in the 
royal navy, in which station he acquired 
the pleasing character of an expert and 
valiant seaman. 

Having served Queen Anne during 
several engagement" in the Mediterra- 
nean and other seas, he returned to 
England with Sparks, who was his ship- 
mate, on whom he committed the murder 
with which he stood charged. 

It appeared, in the course of the evi- 
dence, that the parties had been drinking 
together, till they w«re. inflamed with 
liquor, when the prisoner took up a knife. 

and stabbed the other in such a manner 
that he died on the spot. The atrocity of 
the offence was such that Douglas was 
immediately taken into custody ; and, 
being convicted on the clearest evidence, 
he received sentence of death. 

After conviction, it was a difficult mat- 
ter to make Douglas sensible of the enor- 
mity of the crime he had committed; for 
he supposed that, as he was drunk when 
he perpetrated the fact, he ought to be 
considered in the same light as a man 
who is a lunatic. He became a penitent, 
and suffered at Tyburn on the 27th of 
October, 1714. 

1 
THE PARIS EXECUTIONER. 

IN this year, 18.36, go to the street Des 
Marais, behind the Diorama, and knock 
at a pretty-looking house, which has no 
number over the door; you will be re- 
ceived by a person whose features bear a 
very strong resemblance to those of the 
unhappy Louis the Sixteenth; he will 
accost you very politely, and readily an- 
swer every question you propose to him. 
He will show you his library; for he is 
addicted to literature, and is a man of 
taste and refinement in such pursuits. If 
you press him closely, he will tell you 
earnestly, that he would sacrifice one half 
of his fortune to insure the abolition of 
capital punishments. Without any reluc- 
tance he will allow you to examine liis 
museum, and will exhibit to you a little 
mahogany guillotine, and a large bvoad- 
bladed sword. The guillotine is the iirst 
model of this instrument that was ever 
made ; and the sword is the weapon with 
which criminals of noble birth (who under 
the old regime enjoyed the privilege of 
not being hanged) were decapitated. He 
directs your attention to a large notch in 
the edge of the sword, and says—" In my 
father's time the noblemen and courtiers 
claimed the right to stand on the platform 
of the scaffold, to witness capital execu- 
tions. When M. de Daily's head was cut 
off, a young lord jogged my father's arm, 
and the blade came in contact with a tooth, 
which made this notch."—Traits of Pans 
in 1836. 

London: Printed, for the Proprietor, ty Thomas 
Foale, 2, Upper Southampton Street, Pentonville; 
and PublisliL'd by "WILLIAM MARK CLARK, 
19, Vi'arwick Lane; and J. PATTIE, High Street, 
Bloomsbury; and to be had of all Booksellers. 
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MURDER AND ROBBERY OF WILLIAM WEARE, BY HIS 
FELLOW-GAMBLERS. 

[TIIURTELL ATTACKING HIS UNFORTUNATE VICTIM.] 

THE above illustration represents one of 
tie most cold-blooded and atrocious mur- 
im ever recorded in the annals of human 
trimc. Three gamblers, (flash " gentle- 
men," as they no doubt considered tliem- 
«elves,) Thurtell, Piobart, and Hunt, 
iBving a dispute with one of their most 
Jtimate friends and associates, William 

rare, respecting a certain sum of money 
" the gaming-table, conspired together 
'" rob and murder him. Accordingly, 
wing decoyed him away to a remote 
'pot, in a by-lanc, near Aldenham, in 
Hertfordshire, on the evening of Friday, 
4e 24th of October, 1823, they inhu- 
manly assassinated their ill-fated victim, 
V perforating his skull with the barrel 
'f a pistol, the shot from the same, pre- 
'»isly discharged by Thurtell, at tlie un- 

fortunate Mr. Weare, not having proveil 
effectual. After the committal of tlie 
atrocious act, tliey threw the body, for 
couceahnent, partly enveloped in a sack, 
into an adjoining pond, where it was sub- 
sequently discovered by Huthven, the 
Bow Street officer, who was directed to 
the spot by the confession of Probart, 
who, as well as Hunt, turned king's 
evidence acainst the actual perpetrator, 
Thurtell. 

When put upon his trial, Thurtell 
made what might be deemed an eloquent 
defence, and evinced powers of mind and 
proofs of a good education, which, it is to 
be regretted, were not turned to a better 
account. The murderers actually went 
from the gaming-table to the field of 
blood and assassination ; which furnishes 

3 F 
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an incontrovertible pi'oof that the game- 
ster is subject to the wildest and most 
demoniac passions that degrade humanity, 
rendering him, when driven to despair by 
losses, scarcely one degree above the level 
of an incarnate fiend. So with the mur- 
derers of Mr. Weare: from the convivial 
circle—from the festive board, urged by 
the impulse of imaginary wrong, they 
decoy away their friend, their companion, 
basely and treacherously to assassinate 
him. 

Thurtell suffered the extreme penalty 
of the law, at Hertford, after a vain dis- 
play of effrontery, obduracy, and impeni- 
tence, on the 9th of December, 1823. 

Probart, by turning king's evidence, 
escaped; but Providence pursued him, 
for, being convicted of horse-stealing, he 
was executed some years after at New- 
gate. 

Hunt was punished by transportation 
for life, to the Australian Convict Colony 
in Van Dieman's Land. 

*,* It was our intention to have given, 
with the above illustration, a full account 
of the whole proceedings in the case of 
atrocity of which it represents the most 
formidable part—that of the perpetration 
of the murder ; but we are compelled to 
content ourselves this week with the fore- 
going outline. The truth is, one of our 
engravers has disappointed us, in not sup- 
plying the engravings for subjects pre- 
viously chosen, and which should have 
taken precedence of this, the full develop- 
ment of which will probably be resumed 
in our next Number. 

JOHN PETER DRAMATTI. 

THOUGH this case presents a crime of the 
most heinous nature, yet the perpetrator 
is entitled to some commiseration. John 
Peter Dramatti was a foreigner, who had 
served the King of England with bravery 
as a soldier ; and he was inveigled by an 
artful female imposture into marriage. 
He did not seriously resent the trick 
played upon him, but continued his habits 
of industry and integrity, until, on being 
grossly assaulted by this woman, who had 
led him a wretched life, he killed her in 
a scuffle which ensued. 

This unfortunate man was the son of 
Protestant parents, and was born at Saver- 
dun, in the county of Foix, and province 
of Languedoc, in France.    He received a 

religious education ; and when he arrived 
at j'ears of maturity, he left his own 
country, on account of the persecution 
then prevailing there, and went to Gen- 
eva. Thence he travelled into Germany, 
and served as a horse-grenadier under the 
Elector of Brandenburgh, who was after- 
wards King of Prussia. When he had 
been in this sphere of life about a year, 
he came over to England, and entered 
the service of Lord Haversham, with 
whom he remained about twelve months, 
and then enlisted as a soldier in the regi- 
ment of Colonel De la Meloniere. 

Having made two campaigns in Flan- 
ders, the regiment was ordered into Ire- 
land, where it was dismissed from farther 
service ; in consequence of which Dra- 
matti obtained his liberty. 

He now became acquainted with a 
widow, between fifty and sixty years of 
age, who, pretending she had a great for- 
tune, and was allied to the royal family of 
France, prevailed upon him to marry lier, 
which he did, not only on account of her 
supposed wealth and rank, but also of her 
understanding English and Irish, thinkiiii; 
it prudent to have a wife who could speak 
the language of the country in which he 
proposed to spend the remainder of his 
life. 

As soon as he had discovered that his 
wife had no fortune, he took a small house 
and a piece of ground, about ten miles 
from Cork, intending to turn farmer; but 
being altogether ignorant of husbandry, 
he found it impossible to subsist by that 
profession, on which he went to Cork, and 
worked as a skinner, being the trade to 
which he was brought up. 

At the expiration of a twelvemonth 
from his coming to that city, he went to 
London, and offered his services again to 
Lord Haversham, and was admitted as 
one of his domestics. 

His wife, unhappy on account of their 
separate residence, wished to live with 
him at Lord Haversham's, to which he 
would not consent, saying, that his lord- 
ship did not know he was married. She 
then entreated him to quit his service, 
which he likewise refused, saying, that he 
could not provide for himself so well m 
any other situation, and that it would 
be ungenerous to leave so indulgent a 
master. 

The wife now began to evince the 
jealousy of her disposition, and intimated Jens. 
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that Dramatti had fixed his affections on 
some other woman ; and a circumstance 
occurred wliich unfortunately aggravated 
the malignant disorder that preyed upon 
her mind. Dramatti being attacked with 
riolent fever, about the Christmas pre- 
ceding the time the murder was com- 
mitted, his noble master gave orders that 
all possible care should be taken of him 
at his lordship's expense. At this period 
Mrs. Dramatti paid a visit to her husband, 
and again urged him to quit his service, 
which he positively refused. A servant- 
jifl came into the room, bringing him 
some water-gruel; and the wife, suspect- 
ing this was her rival in her husband's 
jflections, once more entreated him to 
leave his place; in answer to which, he 
said he must be out of his senses to 
abandon a situation in which he was so 
lell provided for, and treated with such 
kmanity. 

Dramatti, being recovered from his ill- 
icss, visited his wife at her lodgings as 
iften as was consistent with the duties of 
Ms station: but this not being so often 
is she wished him to come, she grew 
move uneasy than before. 

At length Lord Havershani took lodg- 
ings at Kensington, and Dramatti was so 
liusy in packing up some articles on the 
iccasion, that he had no opportunity of 
icquaiuting his wife with their removal. 
On learning this circumstance from ano- 
llier quarter, inflamed to the highest de- 
gree of rage, she went to Kensington, to 
reproach her husband with his unkindness 
lo her, though he declared he always 
Jiaintained her as well as he was able; 
md as a proof of it, he had given her 
taee guineas but a little time before the 
Birder was committed. 

Frequent were the disputes between 
4is unhappy man and his wife, till, on 
k 9th of June, 1703, Dramatti being 
lent to London, and his business lying 
lear Soho, he called on his wife, who 
Wged in that neighbourhood ; and, hav- 
Bg been with her some time, he was 
ibout to take his leave; but she laid hold 
''him, and wanted to detain him. 

Having got away from her, he went 
towards Charing Cross, to which place 
'lie followed him ; but at length she 
isemed to yield to liis persuasions, that 
'lie would go home, as he told her he 
»as going to his lordship, in Spring Gar- 
•s.    Instead, however, of going home. 

she went and waited for him at or near 
Hyde Park gate, and in the evening he 
found her there, as he was going to Ken- 
sington. At the Park gate she stopped 
him, and insisted that he should go no 
farther, unless he took her with him. He 
left her abruptly, and went towards Chel- 
sea ; but she followed him till they came 
near Bloody Bridge, where, the quarrel 
being vehemently I'enewed, she seized 
his neckcloth, and would have strangled 
him; on which he beat her with his 
cane and sword, which latter she broke 
with her hands, as she was remarkable 
for her strength, and, if he had been un- 
armed, could have easily overpowered 
him. Having wounded her in so many 
places as to conclude that he had killed 
her, his passion began immediately to 
subside, and, falling on his knees, he 
devoutly implored the j)ardon of God for 
the horrid sin of which he had been 
guilty. 

Dramatti then went on to Kensington, 
when his fellow-servants, observing that 
his clothes were bloody, asked him how 
they became so. He said, he had been 
attacked by two men in Hyde Park, who 
would have robbed him of his clothes, but 
that he defended himself, and broke the 
head of one of them. 

This story was credited for a short 
time, and on the following day Dramatti 
went to London, where he heard a paper 
read in the streets, respecting the murder 
that had been committed. Though he 
dreaded being taken into custody every 
moment, yet he did not seek to make his 
escape, but despatched his business in 
London, and returned to Kensington. 

On the following day tiie servants heard 
an account of the murder that had been 
committed near Bloody Bridge; they im- 
mediately hinted to his lordship that they 
suspected Dramatti had murdered his wife, 
as they had been known to quarrel before, 
and as he came home on the preceding 
evening with his sword broken, the hilt of 
it bruised, his cane shattered, and some 
blood being on his clothes. 

Lord Haversham, with the view of 
engaging his attention, that he might not 
think he was suspected, bid him get the 
coach ready, and in the interim sent for 
a constable, who, on searching him, found 
a woman's cap in his pocket, which after- 
wards proved to have bslonged to his 
wife. 
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When the unfortunate culprit was ex- 
amined before a justice of the peace, he 
confessed he had committed the crime; 
but, in extenuation of it, said, that his 
wife was a worthless woman who had 
entrapped him into marriage, by pretend- 
ing to be of the blood-royal of France, 
and a woman of fortune. 

On his trial, it appeared that he went 
to Lord Haversham's chamber late on 
the night on which the murder was com- 
mitted, after that nobleman was in bed; 
and it was supposed, by some, that he 
had an intention of robbing his lordship, 
who called out to know what he wanted. 
But in a solemn declaration Dramatti 
made after his conviction, he steadfastly 
denied all intention of robbing his master; 
declaring, he only went into the room to 
fetch a silver tumbler which he had for- 
gotten, that he might have it in readiness 
to take in some ass's milk in the morning 
for his lordship. 

The body of Mrs. Dramatti was found 
in a ditch between Hyde Park and Chel- 
sea ; and a track of blood was seen to the 
distance of twenty yards, at the end of 
which a piece of a sword was found 
sticking in a bank, which fitted the other 
part of the sword in the prisoner's pos- 
session. 

The circumstances attending the mur- 
der being proved to the satisfaction of the 
jury, the culprit was found guilty and 
condemned; and on the 21st of July, 
1703, he was executed at Tyburn. 

If ever a criminal possessed a claim to 
royal mercy, surely this man's case should 
have been favoured. He sought not for 
blood; but, impelled by assaults of a foul 
and aggravating nature, he killed an an- 
tagonist, who should have been the re- 
verse, and who (Ought to have cheered 
him through life. He was an ill-treated 
stranger too; and therein he became 
doubly an object of compassion. 

*,* An illustration was intended to 
have appeared with this subject: its non- 
appearance is explained in the preceding 
article. 

WILLIAM CHETWYND. 

To the following interesting but distress- 
ing narrative we particularly solicit the 
attention of the young, hoping that the 
example of this unhappy youth may 
warn  them of the evil consequences of 

passion, and the danger of indulging 
resentment when provoked by their com- 
panions. 

This young gentleman was educated at 
a celebrated academy in Soho Square, and 
was about eighteen years of age at the 
time of his being tried for the murder of 
a school-fellow, and convicted of man- 
slaughter. The case is a very remarkable 
one, and by a special verdict its decision 
was left to the opinion of the twelve 
judges. 

At the sessions held at the Old Bailey 
in October, 1743, William Chetwynd was 
indicted for the murder of Thomas Rickets, 
then in the nineteenth year of his age: he 
was likewsse indicted on the statute of 
stabbing. 

Mr. Chetwynd had in his possession a 
piece of cake, when Rickets asked him 
for some of it, on which he gave him a 
small piece; but refusing to give him a 
second, which the other desired, he cut 
off a piece for liimself, and laid it on a 
bureau, while he went to lock up the chief 
part of the cake for his own use. 

In the interim Rickets took the cake 
which had been left on the bureau, and 
when Chetwynd returned and demanded 
it, he refused to deliver it; on which a 
dispute arose, and Chetwynd having still 
in his hand the knife with which he had 
cut the cake, wounded the other on the 
left side of the abdomen. 

Hannah Humphreys, a servant in the 
house, coming at that time into the room. 
Rickets said he was stabbed, and com- 
plained much of the pain that he felt 
from the wound; on which Humphreys 
said to Chetwynd, " You have done very 
well;" to which the latter replied, " If I 
have hurt him, I am very sorry for it." 

The wounded youth being carried to 
bed, languished three days under the 
hands of a surgeon, and then expired. 
In the interim, Chetwynd, terrified at 
what had happened, quitted the school; 
but as soon as he heard of the death of 
Rickets, he went to a magistrate, to abide 
the equitable decision of a verdict of his 
countrymen; and he was accordingly 
brought to trial. 

The counsel in behalf of the prisoner 
acknowledged the great candour of the 
gentlemen who were concerned for the 
prosecution, in their not endeavouring to 
aggravate the circumstances attending the 
ofience.   They confessed the truth of all 
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tfiat had been eWom by the witnesses; 
but insisted, in behalf of the accused 
party, that though his hand might have 
made an unhappy blow, his heart was 
innocent. 

The substance of their arguments was, 
that the fact could not amount to murder 
at common law, which Lord Coke defines 
to be " an unlawful killing another man 
aforethought," either expressed by the 
party, or implied by the law. In this 
case, there was not the least malice, as 
tlie young gentlemen were friends, not 
only at the time, but to the close of 
Ricket's life, when he declared that he 
forgave the other. It being proved that 
there was a friendship subsisting, it would 
be talking against the sense of mankind 
to say the law could imply anything con- 
trary to that which was plainlj' proved. 
Deliberation and cruelty of disposition 
make the essential difi'erence between 
manslaughter and murderC; and they 
quoted several legal authorities in support 
of this doctrine. 

" Shall the young boy at the bar," said 
one of the counsel, " who was doing a 
lawful act, be said to be guilty of murder ? 
He was rescuing what was his own : the 
witnesses have told you, that after he had 
given Rickets a piece of cake. Rickets 
went to him for more; and he refused to 
give it him. He had a right to keep his 
cake, and the other had no right to take 
it; and he had a right to retake it. 

" There are cases in the books which 
make a difference between murder and 
Kanslaughter. If a man takes up a bar 
of iron, and throws it at another, it is 
murder; and the difference in the crime 
lies between the person's taking it up, 
snd having it in his hand. Chetwynd 
lad the knife in his hand, and upon that 
a provocation ensues, for he did not take 
llie knife up ; if he had, that would have 
ihown an intention to do mischief. It 
may be doubted, indeed, when the lad 
W this knife in his hand for a lawful 
purpose, and in an instant struck the 
other, whether he considered he had the 
wife in his hand; for if in his passion he 
intended to strike with his hand, it is not 
striking with the knife. 

" It was to be considered, whether there 
fas not evidence to except this case from 
Ite letter of the statute 1 James 1." 

Another counsel stated, that " at tlie 
beginning of the fray, Chetwynd had a 

knife in his hand; and it was one con- 
tinued act. Another question is, whether 
there was not a struggle; here was the 
cake taken, and in endeavouring to get it 
again this accident liappens; at the first 
taking of the cake, it is in evidence, that 
Chetwynd was not forced to extend his 
arms, unless the other was coming to 
take it from him, and then a struggle is 
a blow. 

" The act of 1 James 1 was made for 
a particular purpose : on the union of the 
two kingdoms, there were national factions 
and jealousies, when wicked persons, to 
conceal the malice lurking in their hearts, 
would suddenly stab others, and screen 
themselves from the law, by having the 
act looked upon as the result of an imme- 
diate quarrel. This statute has always 
been looked upon as a hard law, and 
therefore always construed by the judges 
in favour of the prisoner. When the fact 
only amounts to manslaughter at common 
law, it has been the custom of the court 
to acquit upon this statute." 

The counsel for the crown, in reply, 
submitted to the court, " whether (since 
the only points insisted on by way of 
defence for the prisoner, were questions 
at law, in which the jury were to be guided 
by their opinion,) the facts proved and 
admitted did not clearly, in the first place, 
amount to murder at common law ; and 
in the second place, whether there could 
be the least doubt, in point of law, 
that the case was within the statute 1 
James  1. 

" Upon the first it was admitted, that to 
constitute murder there must be mahce. 

" But it was argued, that malice was of 
two kinds, either expressed and in fact, 
or implied by law. 

" But when one person kills another 
without provocation, it is murder, because 
the law presumes and implies malice from 
the act done. And therefore, whenever 
any person kills another, it is murder, 
unless some sufficient provocation appear. 
But it is not every provocation that ex- 
tenuates the killing of a man from murder 
into manslaughter. A slight or trivial 
provocation is the same as none, and is 
not allowed in law to be any justification 
or excuse for the death of another. And 
therefore no words of reproach or infamy, 
whatever provoking circumstances they 
may be attended with ; no affronting ges- 
tures, or deriding postures, liowever inso- 

.--XJ 
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lent or malicious; are allowed to be put 
in balance with the life of a man, and to 
extenuate the offence from murder to 
manslaughter. 

" For the same reason, no sudden 
quarrel, upon a sudden provocation, shall 
justify such an act of cruelty as one man's 
stabbing another, though it he done im- 
mediately in the heat of passion. As, if 
two persons, playing at tables, fall out in 
their game, and the one upon a sudden 
kills the other with a dagger; this was 
held to be murder by Bromley, at the 
Chester assizes. 

" In like manner, no trespass on lands 
or goods shall be allowed to be any ex- 
cuse for one man's attacking another in 
such a manner as apparently endangers 
his life, and could not be intended merely 
as a chastisement for his offence; because 
no violent acts beyond the proportion of 
the provocation receive countenance from 
the law. And therefore, if a man beats 
another for trespassing upon his goods 
or lands, and does not desist, he will be 
justified by law; because what he does 
is only in defence of his propert}^, and 
no more than a chastisement to the 
offender. 

" But, says the Lord Chief Justice Holt, 
if one man be trespassing upon another, 
breaking his hedges, or the like, and the 
owner, or his servant, shall upon sight 
thereof take up a hedge-stake, and knock 
him on the head, that will be murder; 
because it is a violent act beyond the 
proportion of the provocation. 

" Applying the rules of law to the 
present case, it was plain, that the violent 
act done bore no proportion to the provo- 
cation. All the provocation given was 
taking up a piece of cake, which is not 
such an offence as can justify the pri- 
soner's attacking the person who took it 
up, with an instrument, that apparently 
endangered his life, or rather carried cer- 
tain death along with it. 

" On the second indictment it was said, 
that the counsel for the prisoner had in 
effect contended, that the statute 1 James 1 
should never be allowed to comprehend 
any one case whatsoever, or extend to 
any one offender, which would entirely 
frustrate that statute ; since it was only 
made in order to exclude such persons 
who stabbed others upon the sudden, 
from the benefit of clergy ; and was in- 
tended as a sort of correction to the com- 

mon law, by restraining such offenders 
through fear of due punishment, wlio 
were emboldened by presuming on the 
benefit of clergy, allowed by the common 
law. But if it is to exclude none from 
their clergy, who at common law would 
have been entitled to it, it can never 
have any effect, and may be as well 
repealed. 

" And if the statute is to have any 
force or effect at all, there can be no 
doubt it must extend to the present case. 
It is expressly within the words : Mr. 
Rickets was stabbed, having then no 
weapon drawn in his hand, and not 
having before struck the person who stab- 
bed him. It is plainly within the inten- 
tion ; which is declared in the preamble 
to have been in order to punish stabbing 
or killing upon the sudden, committed in 
rage, or any other passion of the mind, 
&c.; and therefore it is submitted to the 
court, whether upon the facts proved, and 
not denied, the consequence of the law 
was not clear that the prisoner was guilty 
on both indictments." 

Mr. Baron Reynolds and the Recorder, 
before whom the prisoner was tried, taking 
notice of the points of law that had arisen, 
the learned arguments of the counsel, and 
the many cases cited upon this occasion, 
were of opinion, that it would be proper 
to have the facts found specially, that they 
might be put in a way of receiving a more 
solemn determination. 

A special verdict was accordingly agreed 
on by all parties, and drawn up in the 
usual manner; viz., by giving a true state 
of the facts as they appeared in evidence, 
and concluding thus : " We find that tlie 
deceased was about the age of nineteen, 
and Mr. Chetwynd about the age of eight- 
een ; and that of this wound the deceased 
died on the 29th of the said September; 
but whether, upon the whole, the prisoner 
is guilty of all or any of the said indict- 
ment, the jurors submit to the judgment 
of the court." 

In consequence of this special verdict, 
the case was argued before the twelve 
judges, who deemed Chetwynd to have 
been guilty of manslaughter only; on 
which he was set at liberty after being 
burnt in the hand. 

Does not this furnish an illustration to 
the youthful reader, that " dire events 
from trivial causes spring?" 
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JOSEPH STILL 

GAME to London, when a young man, in 
search of a livelihood, and for some time 
maintained himself by selling poultry in 
the streets; but, growing weary of that 
employment, he enlisted into the army, 
in which he continued nine years. He 
then obtained his discharge, and became 
acquainted with a set of thieves, who 
committed depredations in the neighbour- 
hood of London ; and being apprehended, 
he was tried at the Old Bailey sessions 
and whipped. 

Soon after this, he returned to his 
former way of life; and being taken into 
custody in Hertfordshire, he was tried, 
convicted, and punished by burning in 
the hand. After this he began the prac- 
tice of robbing higlers on the highway, 
at which he became an adept. 

At length almost all his companions 
were hanged, and he was reduced to such 
distress that he went once more on the 
road to supply himself with the means of 
procuring the necessaries of life. After 
drinking at an alehouse in Kingsland Road, 
one day, he proceeded to Stoke Newington, 
went into Queen Elizabeth's walk, and 
saw a gentleman's servant, whose money 
he demanded. The servant, determined 
tot to be robbed, contested the matter 
with Still; a battle ensued, and the villain 
drew a knife, with which he stabbed the 
footman through the body. 

Still was taken into custody, tried, con- 
victed, and hanged on Stamford Hill on 
the 22d of March, 1717. 

CAPTAIN CLARKE, R. N. 

WE have before given our opinion of the 
destructive and wicked practice of duel- 
ling. The articles of war impose heavy 
penalties upon an officer giving or receiv- 
ing a challenge; and yet, he who refuses 
to receive one, or being what is termed 
insulted, and not challenging the aggres- 
sor, is deemed a coward, and " sent to 
Coventry;" which is most humiliating to 
an officer, consisting in the unanimous 
determination of the other officers not to 
associate with him. 

Captains Innis and Clarke were com- 
manders under Admiral Knowles, the first 
of the Warwick, and the latter of the 
Canterbury, both line of battle ships, of 
sixty-four guns each, when he obtained 
a victory over a Spanish fleet of equal 

force, and took from them the Conquesta- 
dore, and ran their vice-admiral on shore, 
where she blew up; and the rest escaped 
under favour of the night. 

It was thought, that, had the admiral 
availed himself of an opportunity which 
at one time presented, of bringing up his 
fleet to bear at once upon the enemy, the 
whole might have been taken. 

The issue of this battle was, therefore, 
unsatisfactory; and the admiral was sum- 
moned before a court-martial on board 
the Royal Charlotte, at Deptford. 

The opinion of the court, being unfa- 
vourable to the admiral, caused a divided 
opinion among the officers. It did not, 
Iiowever, affect the personal bravery of 
that commander; but, on the contrary, 
as it appeared in evidence, he displayed 
the greatest intrepidity, and exposed his 
person to imininent danger after his ship 
was disabled; but it appeared, that in 
manoeuvring, previous to the engagement, 
he had not availed liimself of a certain 
advantage, and that he had commenced 
the action with four of his ships, when 
six might have been brought up. The 
court therefore determined, that he fell 
under the 14th and 23d articles of war— 
namely, the word "Negligence;" for which 
they sentenced him to be reprimanded. 

'fhis sentence caused much ill blood 
among the officers. The admiral had al- 
ready been called out twice in duels witli 
his captains, and had received more chal- 
lenges of the same kind; but govern- 
ment, being apprized of the outrages, put 
a stop to them, by taking the challengers 
into custody. 

Captain Clarke, it appears, had given 
evidence on the trial of the admiral, 
which displeased Captain Innis to so 
great a degree that he called him " a 
perjured rascal," and charged him with 
giving false evidence. This was certainly 
language less bearable by an officer, if 
honourable, than rankling wounds, or 
even death. Captain Clarke, being ap- 
prized that Innis in this way traduced 
and vilified him in all companies, gave 
him a verbal challenge, which the other 
accepted. 

On the 12th of August, 1749, early in 
the morning, the parties, attended by 
their seconds, met in Hyde Park. The 
pistols of Captain Clarke were screw- 
barrelled, and about seven inches long; 
those   of  Captain  Innis  were  common 
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pocket pistols, three inches and a half in 
the barrel. They were not more than 
five yards distant from each other, when 
they turned about, and Captain Clarke 
fired before Captain Innis had levelled 
his pistol. The ball entered the breast, 
of Which wound Captain Innis expired at 
twelve o'clock the same night. 

The coroner's jury found a verdict of 
wilful murder against Captain Clarke, who 
was consequently apprehended, brought 
to trial at the Old Bailey, found guilty, 
and sentenced to death. But the king, 
in consideration of his services, and the 
bravery he displayed in fighting his ship 
under Admiral Knowles, was pleased to 
grant him a free pardon. In strict jus- 
tice, however, these considerations ought 
not to have weighed in favour of a mur- 
derer; and such the captain had been 
legally declared. 

But it has been stated that there were 
other circumstances in this unfortunate— 
we should say, disgraceful — rencontre, 
which were in some degree favourable to 
Captain Clarke; for his firing on turning 
round, and his pistol being larger than 
that of Captain Innis, were not deemed 
unfair by — the sanguinary "rules" of 
duelling; as Captain Innis might have 
provided himself with a large pair, had 
he pleased. That, nevertheless, which 
pleaded most powerfully in the culprit's 
behalf, was the expression of the dying 
man, who forgave and acquitted him. 
When a soldier seized Captain Clarke, 
the former asked the wounded man what 
he should do with his antagonist; to 
which he faintly answered, " Set him at 
liberty, for what he has done was my own 
seeking." 

On the 1st of June, 1750, being the 
last day of the Old Bailey sessions then 
being held, Captain Clai-ke, among the 
other convicts, was brought up to receive 
sentence of death; when he pleaded his 
majesty's pardon, which was read to the 
court; and the prisoner was accordingly 
dismissed. 

• ABDALLAII, THE SHEDDER OF BLOOD. 

IN the time of the Caliphs, when Abdal- 
lah, the shedder of blood, had murdered 
every descendant of Omiah within his 
reach, one of that family, named Ibrahim, 
the son of Soliman, the son of Abdelme- 
lee, had the good fortune to escape, and 

I reached Koufa, which place he entered in 
• disguise: knowing no person in whom ha 
j could confide, he sat down under the por- 
j tico of a large house. Soon after, the 
1 master arrived, followed by several ser- 
vants, alighted from his horse, and, seeing 
the stranger, asked him who he was. 

" I am an unfortunate man," replied 
Ibrahim, " and request an asylum from 
thee." 

" God protect thee," said the rich man; 
" enter, and remain in peace." 

Ibrahim lived several months in tliis 
house, without being questioned by his 
host; but astonished to see him every 
day go out on horseback, and return at 
the same hour, he ventured to ask him 
the reason. 

" I have been informed," said the rich 
man, " that a person named Ibrahim, the 
son of Soliman, is concealed in this town: 
he has slain my father, and I am search- 
ing for him, to retaliate." 

"Then I knew" (said Ibrahim, when 
subsequently relating the event,) " that 
God had purposely conducted me to that 
place ; I adored his decree; and, resign- 
ing myself to death, I answered—•' God 
has determined to avenge thee; behold 
thy victim at thy feet, off'ended man !'" 

The rich man, astonished, replied, " 0 
stranger, I see thy misfortunes have made 
thee weary of life; tliou seekest to lose 
it, but my hand cannot commit such a 
crime." 

" I do not deceive thee," said Ibrahim; 
" thy father was such a one, we met each 
other in such a place, and the afiair hap- 
pened in such a manner." 

A violent trembling then seized this 
rich man: his teeth chattered as if from 
intense cold ; his eyes alternately sparkled 
with fury, and overflowed with tears. In 
this agitation he remained a long time: 
at length, turning to Ibrahim, he said, 
" To-morrow, destiny will join thee to 
my father, and God will have retaliated. 
But for me, how can I violate the asylum 
of my house? Wretched Ibrahim, fly 
from my presence ! There, take these 
three hundred sequins, be gone quickly, 
and never let me behold thee more! "— 
From an Arabic MS. 
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JOHN PETER DRAMATTI AND HIS UNFORTUNATE WIFE. 

[DRAMATTI PRAYERFULLY EXPRESSING HIS SORROW AT THE FATAL ACT.] 

THE above illustration represents the cer- 
tainly unhappy John Peter Dramatti in 
the act of soliciting pardon, from the 
mercy-seat of his Maker, for the crime, 
if it be not paradoxical, of an uninten- 
tional act of murder. But we do not 
mean to acquit him of any degree of 
criminality whatever; for it was criminal 
in him to use a deadly weapon, at least, 
in the chastisement of one to whom he 
was enchained in the links of matrimony, 
baneful as she miglit have been to his 
personal comfort. So far Dramatti was 
« guilty character; but, as it was gene- 
rally believed that the fatal turn which 
Us sword took was purely unintentional, 
le was surely entitled, in consideration, 

as well, of the gross and aggravating 
attack made upon him, to some sympa- 
thy on the part of the law. 

His wife absolutely collared him, and 
would have strangled him, it appeared, 
had he not beat her. Then, having 
wounded her in so many places as to 
conclude that he had killed her, his 
passion began to subside, and, falling 
on his knees, he devoutly implored the 
pardon of God for the horrid sin of 
which he had been guilty. 

The unhappy culprit was likewise sus- 
pected of having had an intention to rob 
his master; but from these suspicions he 
was satisfactorily exculpated. 

See our last Number, page 402. 
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MURDER OF WILLIAM WEARE. 
CHAPTER   I. 

WITH the engraving representing the 
perpetration of this most horrid and un- 
natural deed, we gave a mere outline of 
the fact, with the intention, as we stated, 
of resuming the subject, for the purpose 
of fully unfolding its history. 

The murder was scarcely accomplished, 
it appeared, when it was discovered. 
Philip Smith, a farmer, was proceeding 
from Batler's Green, to his own residence, 
at Kemp's Row, Aldenham, in Hertford- 
shire, about fifteen miles from London, 
between eight and nine o'clock in the 
evening of the 24th of October, 1823, 
•when he heard the report of a gun or 
pistol, and immediately afterwards groan- 
ing, which continued for three or four 
minutes. His wife was with him in a 
donkey chaise, and he would have gone 
to the spot from whence the noises pro- 
ceeded, but was afraid to quit her, she 
being greatly agitated. 

The same night, a man named Free- 
man, who was on his way to meet his 
wife, saw a gig, in which were two men, 
driving towards the lane, at a very rapid 
pace, tlie horse seemingly very much out 
of wind. He accosted them, observing, 
that they were driving hard; to which 
one of them made a slight answer, which 
Freeman could not distinctly hear. The 
gig stopped just as Freeman entered the 
lane. 

At daybreak, on the following morning, 
a quantity of blood was found in a lane, 
in the same neighbourhood, by two la- 
bourers, who were going out to their 
work in the fields. The ground, for a 
considerable distance round the puddle 
of blood, was torn up and trampled, as 
though several persons had been violently 
struggling there; and near it was found 
a silk handkerchief, and a pistol clotted 
with blood and with a substance which 
an eminent surgeon pronounced to be 
human brains. The men were much 
alarmed at the sight of these things; and 
not doubting but some person had been 
murdered there, they determined to con- 
ceal themselves, and watch the spot, 
naturally supposing that the murderers 
would be anxious to recover the pistol, 
&c., lest they should lead to their detec- 
tion. Presently, while it was yet twilight, 
two persons approached the spot where 
the blood was lying, and appeared to be 

anxiously searching for something on the 
ground. When they had searched some 
time, the men left their hiding-place, and 
going towards them, carelessly inquired 
whether they had lost anything? To 
which one of the strangers as carelessly 
answered that they had lost a penknife; 
and in answer to fartlier questions put to 
them by the labourers, they replied, that 
they had been upset from a gig, in a bit 
of a lark, near that spot on tlie preceding 
night. Tliey then went away towards 
Gill's Hill Cottage, occupied by Mr. 
Probart, and the labourers made the best 
of their way to communicate what they 
had seen. 

An inquiry took place in consequence, 
from which it appeared that the two 
strangers, whom the labourers had seen 
searching the scene of the supposed mur- 
der, were JohnThurtell and Joseph Hunt 
It was ascertained, also, that these two 
persons, together with Thomas Thurtell, 
and some others, were on a visit at Pro- 
bavt's cottage on the night in which the 
murder was supposed to be committed. 
No person, however, was apprehended; 
but the inquiry was continued throughout 
the Saturday, Sunday, and Monday- 
diligent search being made at the same 
time after the murdered body without 
success; and, at length, on Tuesday af- 
ternoon, information of all the circum- 
stances was transmitted to the magistrates 
at Bow Street. It was received about four 
o'clock in the afternoon of that day, and 
in half an hour after, Ruthven was autho- 
rized to take John Thurtell, Thomas Thur- 
tell, Joseph Hunt, and William Probart, 
into custody. He left town immediately 
for Aldenham, and the same night lodged 
Thomas Thurtell and Probart in St. Al- 
ban's gaol, and before six o'clock in the 
morning he apprehended the other two 
in town—John Thurtell at a public-house 
in Conduit Street, Bond Street, and Jo- 
seph Hunt at his lodgings, at No. 19, 
King Street, Golden Square. Ruthven 
took Thurtell in bed, and on searching 
his apparel, the cuffs of his coat were 
found very much stained with blood on 
the inside ; his waistcoat-pocket seemed 
to have had a bloody hand thrust into it, 
and the edges of his hat were marked 
with blood. Besides these suspicious ap- 
pearances, his right hand was mwn 
scratched and bruised, and his upper hp 
was swelled  and  lacerated,  as  if by a 
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violent blow. Tlie two prisoners, after 
being examined at Bow Street, were con- 
veyed, in separate chaises, to Watford, 
there tliey arrived between five and six 
o'clocli. on Wednesday afternoon. The 
magistrates, meanwliile, had been most 
actively engaged in procuring evidence; 
and by ten o'clock that night were pre- 
pared with a mass of testimony of a very 
itrong nature. The investigation com- 
menced at half-past ten. The prisoners 
were not brought into the room, it being 
thought best to keep them ignorant of the 
entire evidence against them, at least for 
1 short time. 

After the testimony of several witnesses 
kd been taken. Hunt was called in ; and 
Hr. Noel, who attended as solicitor for 
Ihe prosecution, told him that the magis- 
trates and he would feel it their duty to 
put some questions to him, but it was fit 
lie should be warned that he was not 
bound to answer a single one unless he 
those, and, above all, to say nothing to 
triminate himself With this warning, 
le, of course, could exercise his own judg- 
ment. 

John Thurtell was next called, and re- 
ceived the same warning, and also under- 
went a long interrogation. When it had 
nearly closed, he was asked if he ever 
carried pistols, and he said be never did : 
being pressed, he said he found a small 
pistol on a bank near Probart's house on 
Sunday morning last. Ruthven had 
found it upon him, and produced it. 

Mr. Noel said, he had already cautioned 
Ike prisoner as to his answering questions, 
and he was now about to put to him 
lome of a very important nature. " Do 
fou," said Mr. N. suddenly, " do you 
bow Mr. Weare?"—Prisoner. I do. 

Do you know where he is ?—I do not. 
When did you see him last ?—On 

Tuesday, last week, was the last time. 
Did you see him last Friday ?—No, I 

Jid not. I did not meet him by accident 
in the Edgware Road. 

Now, Mr. Thurtell, you have said you 
found this pistol near Probart's; what 
would you say, when I tell you I can 
produce the fellow to it, found within a 
few yards of the same spot ?—I know 
nothing about that. 

The pistol, with the blood and hair 
adhering to it, was then slowly exposed to 
the view of the prisoner, from the paper 
in which it was wrapped, and his coun- 

tenance and manner underwent a change 
too striking to escape the notice of the 
most careless observer. His complexion, 
naturally sallow, assumed a deadly pale, 
and he appeared to shudder and shrink 
backwards at the sight of the weapon ; 
the state of which, however, was such as 
to be likely to produce a strong effect 
upon a perfectly innocent man. The 
pistols were then compared. They were 
of the same size ; each had " Hill, Lon- 
don," thereon. In the make, ornament, 
and every part, they exactly resembled 
each other. 

Mr. Noel. I can tell you, Thurtell, 
Mr. Weare is not to be found.—I am 
sorry for it, but I know nothing about 
him. 

The prisoner was removed, and other 
evidence heard ; after which Thurtell 
was recalled, and persisted in saying that 
he had never seen Weare since Tuesday, 
or Wednesday at the latest. 

Hunt was then recalled, and, after 
some questions, was shown the two pis- 
tols. Mr. Noel, after acquainting him 
with the manner in which they were 
found, addressed him at some length, and 
desired him to retire. In a few minutes 
he sent for Mr. Noel, and shortly after he 
was again conducted before the magis- 
trates, and made a very long confession. 
When he had finished, it was past nine 
o'clock on Friday morning ; the investi- 
gation having continued, without inter- 
mission, through the night. He con- 
cluded, by offering to conduct the proper 
persons to the spot where the body of 
Mr. Weare would be found. 

When Hunt had made his confession, 
the magistrates requested Mr. Noel (the 
solicitor), Ruthvert, and a number of offi- 
cers, to attend him to the pond, where 
the corpse was concealed. Hunt went in 
a post-chaise, accompanied by Ruthven ; 
and on arriving near a pond, on the side 
of the road leading from to Elstree, 
Hunt put his hand out of the chaise, 
and said, " That is the place." A drag' 
was provided by Mr. Field, the landlord 
of the Artichoke, at Elstree, and a man 
threw it into the water, and drew it out 
without finding anything. Hunt called 
out of the chaise, " It is not there, but 
further that way " (pointing on one side 
of the water.) The drag was again 
thrown in, and the body of a man, en- 
veloped in a new sack, was drawn out. 
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placed on a ladder, and carried to the 
Artichoke public-house. The head, and 
as far as the abdomen, were enveloped 
in the sack, the body having been thrust 
into it head foremost; the feet were tied 
together with a piece of cord, to which 
was appended a handkerchief, filled 
with flint stones, about thirty pounds' 
weight. Another cord was tied over the 
sack, round the waist of the deceased, 
to which was affixed a very large flint 
stone, and in the end of tlie sack a great 
number of stones had been placed before 
the body was put into it. The magis- 
trates gave orders for the body not to be 
examined till the jury were impannelled. 

When Hunt was returning from the 
pond, he addressed himself to Mr. Field, 
the landlord of the Artichoke—" I and 
Probart were sitting under the tree in 
the front of your house for an hour, on 
the night of the murder, drinking : you 
know this ?" Mr. Field replied in the 
affirmative. Hunt continued : " Probart 
wanted me to sing, but I was so very 
muzzy that I could'not." Hunt was 
then conveyed to St. Alban's gaol. 

The preliminaries given in the forego- 
ing detail, in the matter of the murder 
of the unfortunate Weare, having been 
brought to a termination, the coroner for 
the county of Hertford, Benjamin Rooke, 
esq., issued summonses for a jury to as- 
semble at the Artichoke, at Elstree, on 
the following morning, at eleven o'clock. 
A number of gentlemen of the neighbour- 
hood accordingly met the coroner and 
magistrates at the appointed time; soon 
after which Hunt, Probart, and Thomas 
Thurtell arrived in different post-chaises, 
accompanied by police-officers. Hunt and 
Probart appeared void of feeling on the 
subject; but Thomas Thurtell, being in- 
nocent, was very much depressed. 

The jury was then sworn; and after 
they had viewed the body the coroner 
proceeded to call witnesses. 

Mr. Rexworthy, proprietor of the bil- 
liard-rooms. Spring Gardens, was called. 
He was a friend of the deceased, and had 
seen the body: he knew it to be the 
remains of Mr. W. Weare, of London, 
who took leave of him on Friday morn- 
ing, the 24th instant, and then had, to 
the knowledge of witness, about 241. 
Previously, deceased possessed bank post 
bills and other bills to a considerable 
amount.   Witness left London as soon as 

he heard of the murder of a man whose 
body was not found, as he knew Mr. 
Weare had been invited to accompany 
Thurtell on a shooting excursion. 

P. Smith deposed to the facts which 
we have previously related; and added 
that, prior to hearing the report of the 
pistol, he heard a chaise coming in the 
direction from High Dross to Radlet. 

James Freeman sworn.—-He was going 
on the eventng of Friday across a field 
leading into Gill's Hill Lane, by Probart's 
house, about eight o'clock, and saw two 
gentlemen in a gig; one of them alighted. 
Witness said to the gentlemen, " You have 
driven your horse very fast; it is very 
much out of wind." Tliey gave no an- 
swer. Witness then said, " This is a very 
dark, crooked, bad lane to go down in the 
evening." No answer was made to that, 
and witness walked on. The man had a 
light great coat on, buttoned with a loop; 
there were no lights to the gig; it was a 
clear star-light evening, so that he could 
distinguish persons very plainly; it was a 
bay horse in the chaise, with a light face; 
the men had both black hats on; he fol- 
lowed them for some distance, and then 
returned to meet his wife. 

Elizabeth Freeman, the wife of last 
witness, sworn.—She met two gentlemen, 
on the night of the murder, travelling in 
a chaise, along Gill's Hill Lane. On 
Sunday she met Probart's boy, and hav- 
ing heard that some gentlemen had met 
with an accident in the lane, she asked 
him if his master had met with a misfor- 
tune in his gig; and the boy said that 
the gentleman was overturned, and came 
home with spots of blood on his coat. 

John Hetherington, a labourer, sworn.— 
Was at work in Gill's Hill Lane, about 
six o'clock on Saturday morning, and saw 
two men walking up the lane from Gill's 
Hill. One had a white and the other a 
black hat on ; the former was a tall man, 
with black whiskers; and the other shorter, 
with a white coat: they grabbled in the 
hedge; witness, and a fellow-labourer 
named Hunt, spoke to the gentlemen: 
one of them said, " I was thrown out of 
my chaise here last night." Witness was 
sure he should know the tallest man with 
a white hat, if he were to see him again. 

The witness, by order of the coroner, 
was taken into the room where Probart, 
Thomas Thurtell, Hunt, and other per- 
sons were,  and pointed out Probart as 
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one of the men; but could not identify 
imongst them the man with black whis- 
kers, who answers the description of John 
Thurtell. 

Witness heard his fellow-labourer, Hunt, 
ask the gentlemen if they were hurt, and 
the tall one replied that he was capsized; 
but neither horse or gig were overturned. 
After witness had breakfasted, he walked 
np the lane again, supposing, if the gen- 
tleman had been overturned, that some 
money might have been  thrown out of 
liis pocket, and, on searching, he found 
a knife, which was covered with blood. 
[The knife was produced.]    About ten 
('clock  the  same morning,  he found a 
pistol in the hedge, near the spot where 
ne had previously seen  the gentlemen 
"grabbling."    The   pistol   was   bloody. 
Witness gave the pistol to Mr. NichoUs, 
kis employer, who told him that Mr. P. 
Smith  had  informed him  that he  had 
keard the report of a gun in the lane on 
the overnight.    On the  spot where the 
pistol was found,witness kicked the leaves, 
and the more he kicked them the more 
blood was found; and Mr. Nicholls said, 

I am  afraid something very bad  has 
keen   done   here."     Witness   told   Mr. 
Nicholls, who was  at  that  time  in  his 
chaise, that he had seen two gentlemen 
"grabbling" there.    Mr.   Nicholls  told 
tim not to divulge anything he had seen. 
About eleven o'clock the same evening, 
litiiess saw the same two gentlemen come 
town Gill's Hill Lane, in a chaise; they 
were then neatly dressed, and both had 
Hack hats on.    One of them (the same 
who, about six o'clock in the morning, 

i a white hat on) asked witness how 
did ?    This person was John Thurtell, 

whom he saw on Thursday last at Wat- 
ford.   These were the only two persons 
»ho came down in a chaise that day.    A 
man came down with a large dog soon 
afterwards. 

William Hunt corroborated the testi- 
Bony of his fellow-labourer, Hetherington; 
md added, the shortest of the two men 
•ho came in the morning, stooped in the 

' ;e, and returned with something he 
picked up, and which he carried in a 

yellow handkerchief on the end of a stick, 
'lien they went awa}'. 

Mr. Nicholls, a farmer, also corrobo- 
filed the evidence of his tenant, Hether- 
'"gton, as to receiving a bloody pistol 
•m him, and discovering a " sprinkling " 

of blood in the hedge. He received the 
pistol on Saturday morning, and did not 
give it up to the magistrates till Tuesday. 
Did not know that the magistrates sat at 
St. Alban's on a Saturday, or he should 
have given information to them. Was in 
company with Probart on Sunday, at his 
house, on private business; remembered 
saying on that occasion to Probart, 
" What the devil manoeuvres were you at 
last Friday evening?" Probart replied, 
" What manoeuvres do you mean? I know 
nothing of it." Witness replied, " I 
suspect some one at your house fired a 
pistol in Gill's Hill Lane on Friday 
night." Probart said, " What time was 
the pistol fired ?" Witness said, " Eight 
o'clock." Probart said, " It was not me, 
or any one at my house, for I did not 
arrive at home till long after that time." 
Witness had this conversation with Pro- 
bart before his making any communica- 
tion to the justices, and previous to this 
time he had received the pistol from 
Hetherington, which had blood upon it. 
Had seen a bloody knife found upon the 
spot, and had seen the blood on the 
ground, and heard of the groans, and 
yet he did not suspect that a murder had 
been committed. Did not see the brains 
or the hair on the pistol till Monday 
morning. Witness had not wilfully done 
wrong in not communicating these facts 
earlier to Mr. Mason, the magistrate; for 
he thought that as there was a good deal 
of drinking going on at Probart's, that 
some of them were going to London, and 
that some one belonging to the family 
had concealed himself in the hedge, and 
fired to alarm his companions as they 
passed. 

Coro?ier. You have told us part of 
what passed between you and Probart on 
Sunday evening; tell the remainder.—He 
was not there above half an hour, with 
Probart. 

Coroner. Was not something said by 
Probart about dragging a pond ?—-There 
was. A Mr. Heward was present, and 
Probart spoke about filling up his poud. 
Witness said it would be a pity to have 
the pond filled up. To this it was replied, 
jokingly, " It shall be dragged first, and 
some large fish will be found in it." At 
the time, it appears, the body of the 
deceased was in this pond. Witness 
wrote on Monday, the 27th, to Mr. 
Mason, and informed him he suspected 
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a murder had been committed. The road 
to Probart's cottage was unfrequented by 
almost every one but Probart, and the 
persons at Probart's house. Witness had 
for some time had a bad opinion of the 
persons frequenting Probart's, but he did 
not suspect that they would murder one 
another. 

The coroner reprehended the conduct 
of this witness, in not giving earlier infor- 
mation to the magistrates, and was sur- 
prised that after he had received the 
bloody pistol, heard of the groans, &c., 
that he did not instantly give information, 
instead of visiting Probart, 

Mr. NichoUs regretted that he had 
delayed making the communication to 
the magistrates. 

The coroner said, that he acquitted him 
of any intentional wrong. 

Susan Ann Woodroofe, servant to Pro- 
bart, proved that her master came home 
on Friday, about nine o'clock at night, 
with two other persons, viz.. Hunt and 
John Thurtell, both of whom had white 
hats on when they arrived. Probart gave 
witness some pork chops to cook, and 
told her not to get them cooked till he 
came back; and he then went with the 
other two. gentlemen,, with a lantern and 
candle. Mrs. Probart told witness that 
they were gone to Mr. NichoUs'a on 
business. They left the house about ten 
o'clock, and returned about eleven; and 
when witness took the chops into the 
parlour, all three were there, and supped. 
Hunt and John Thurtell sat up all Friday 
night, smoking and drinking; whether 
they went out in the night she could not 
say. On Saturday morning she saw John 
Thurtell sitting on a sofa in her master's 
room with her master's white hat on, and 
Hunt was asleep on a chair. Hunt and 
John Thurtell left the house about six 
o'clock, and Probart followed them ; they 
returned before Probart, and were absent 
about half an hour. Probart has a large 
dog; she could not say that the dog went 
out with him on Saturday morning. Mrs. 
Probart and her sister. Miss Noyes, were 
at Probart's cottage on Sunday; also the 
two Thurtells, Hunt, and Noyes, Mrs. 
Probart's brother; Mrs. Probart was with 
the company in the parlour the greater 
part of the day ; and on Monday morning, 
Thomas Thurtell and James, Probart's 
boy, went away in a chaise ; witness had 
seen John Thurtell with a yellow hand- 

kerchief. On Monday evening the Thur- 
tells and Hunt came to Probart's again, 
and left soon afterwards in the chaise; 
Mrs. Probart let them out at the gate; 
she did not observe anything particular 
about the fishpond; she did not hear a 
report of a pistol on Friday night; Thomas 
Tliurtell did not arrive at Probart's till 
Sunday last. 

James Haddis, aged thirteen, sworn.— 
Had lived with Probart seven months, and 
looked  after  bis  horse  and  gig.     Last 
Friday about ten o'clock at night, John 
Thurtell came to his master's house in a 
gig alone.    It was a dark grey horse, and 
a dark green and black gig.    He had a 
great coat on of a light colour.    His out- 
side clothes did not appear to be dirty. 
In half an hour Probart came in with 
another man.   The gentleman with Thur- 
tell had large black whiskers.   The gig 
in  which Thurtell came  appeared very 
heavy, as if it had luggage in it.   Thurtell 
never said anything to him about an acci- 
dent.    On Sunday, as witness was coming 
from Mr. NichoUs's, he saw several lumps 
of blood on the dirt heaps, and two holes 
in the liedge in Gill's Hill Lane.   Thur- 
tell brought a sponge with him.    Probart, 
Hunt,  and John Thurtell went out on 
Friday night, about ten o'clock, and were 
absent about three quarters of an hour, 
with  a candle and lantern ; they all re- 
turned together.   Was not aware if Pro- 
bart,  Hunt, and John Thurtell went to- 
wards the pond on Friday night at ten 
o'clock.    [A  mahogany  box,   a  double- 
barrelled gun, and a carpet-bag used for 
travelling,  the property of the  deceased, 
were shown the witness.]    Witness saw 
the gun and mahogany case at Probart's 
on Saturday morning;  he also saw a bag 
resembling the one now produced.    Saw 
John TTiurtell on Saturday morning when 
he went away with Hunt at seven o'clock; 
he then wore Wellington boots, very dirty 
all over, his trowsers were very dirty about 
the legs, his coat was dirty on the back 
and arms, and he appeared to have been 
on the ground.   The same morning John 
Thurtell had his blue dress coat off, and 
Hunt was sponging it as it hung on the 
door in the kitchen; there was no blood 
on the blue coat, but there were spots of 
blood on his light great coat.    [A coat 
found by Ruthven in Hunt's lodgings was 
produced.]    Witness could not identify 
it; a large piece of sponge produced WM 
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identified by him to be that used by John 
Thurtell and Hunt in sponging the bloody 
clothes. On Sunday, Thomas Thurtell, 
John Tluu'tell, Hunt, Probart, Mr. Noyes, 
Mr. Heward, and Mr. NichoUs vyere at 
Probart's. On Monday morning Probart 
told him to clean himself to go to town 
with Hunt and Thomas Thurtell; he did 
so, and accompanied them to London; 
Hunt drove them to the Coach and 
Horses, Conduit Street; left witness there, 
and told him Probart would come to him 
in two hours; John Thurtell got out of 
the chaise, and Hunt drove away. Did 
not see Probart on the Monday or Tues- 
day ; a police-officer took him away on 
Wednesday. Witness had never before 
been taken to town. 

Thomas Abel Ward, of Watford, sur- 
geon, sworn.—I was present at the ex- 
amination of the body of the deceased 
person. The immediate cause of death 
was a wound on the anterior angle of the 
parietal bone, given by some instrument, 
which, from the marks, I am inclined to 
believe was the barrel of a pistol. Part 
of the skull was beat into the brains. 
There was another wound under the pro- 
tuberance of the right cheek-bone, which 
had tlie appearance of a common gun or 
pistol-shot wound, and the ball repelled 
by tlie cheek-bone. I am of opinion that 
the wound on the right cheek was not of 
a nature to cause death; but that the 
deceased died from the beating on the 
slcull with the pistol barrel. The injury 
was of that nature, that I conceive the 
pistol barrel must have been " punched " 
with desperate violence into the skull of 

unfortuuate man. [Witness here pro- 
duced a piece of deceased's skull bone, 
which he had extracted from the brains 
of the deceased on opening the head.] I 
also observed a wound cut by a sharp 
instrument on each side of the throat; 
'be jugular vein on the left side was 
divided, and the wound was sufficient to 
occasion death. The wound on the right 
side of the throat did not injure any parts 
of vitality, but merely severed the flesh 
under the ear. 

Coroner. It seems, that after the de- 
teased was shot he was able to struggle 
»ith his murderer, and that he received 
the blows on tlie head when resisting, and 
to make sure, as " dead men tell no tales," 
lis murderers completed their horrid work 

cutting his throat. 

Thomas Joseph Ruthven, an officer of 
Bow Street, sworn.—In consequence of 
information which caused me to suspect 
he was concerned in the murder of Mr. 
VVeare, I apprehended John Thurtell at 
Mr. Tetsall's, the Coach and Horses, 
Conduit Street, and found a pistol on his 
person, which I produce. It is the fellow 
to the one produced by Mr. Nicholls, 
found in the lane near Probart's house. 
In his waistcoat I found ten swan shot, 
a penknife, and a pistol key. When I 
entered his apartment, he knew me, and 
began to talk about the bill found against 
him and his brother for a conspiracy to 
defraud the Fire Office, and I did not 
undeceive him as to the nature of my 
errand till I had put the handcuffs on 
him. He offered no resistance. I found 
a muslin neckerchief also in John Thur- 
tell's lodgings, wliich I produce; it is 
bloody, and is marked " T. Thurtell." 
He told me that he sometimes wore his 
brother's things. I also produce a shirt, 
with no marks on it, and a black waistcoat, 
wliich I took off his back; it is bloody, 
particularly about one of the pockets, as 
if a bloody hand had been thrust into it. 
I also produce a coat, which I took off 
his back, wliich is very bloody in several 
places. [These articles were exhibited to 
the jury.] I also produce a horse pistol, 
which I found at Mr. Tetsall's, and Mr. 
Tetsall told me that he had lost the fellow 
to it. On searching Hunt's lodgings I 
found a double-barrelled gun, maker's 
name " Manton," and a mahogany back- 
gammon board, containing two dice-boxes 
and a pair of dice, also a large sponge, 
and a shooting-jacket, with a call or 
whistle. I also found a travelling-bag, 
containing shirts, marked " W. W.," the 
initials of the deceased; a variety of 
shooting implements, and a piece of cord. 

The cord was produced by Ruthven, 
and on examination was found to corres- 
pond with that with which the legs of the 
deceased were tied together. 
• Mr. Rexworthy identified several of the 
articles found by Ruthven in Hunt's lodg- 
ings, as the property of Mr. Weare. 

Mr. Ward, the surgeon, was of opinion 
that the wounds in the deceased's throat 
were inflicted by an instrument similar to 
the knife produced. 

Ruthven. Mr. Coroner, I am requested 
by Probart, to say that he wishes to make 
some   communication  to you;  he  says 
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" that he will not die with lies in his 
mouth." 

Coroner. If he has anything to say I 
can have no objection to hear him; but 
he must be warned that he does it at his 
own peril, without any promise or request 
on the part of the magistrates. 

Thomas Bate, a boy in the employ of 
James Wardall, (the owner of Gill's Hill 
Cottage,) deposed that he was clearing 
out Probart's stable, and under a heap of 
dung found a torn and bloody shirt, and 
a sack tied in a bundle. The shirt found 
in John Thurtell's lodgings by Ruthven, 
on being compared with the bloody shirt, 
were of the same make, and marked with 
the deceased's initials. The sack was 
soaked with wet. 

Ruthven entered the jury-room, and 
stated to the coroner that he had been 
with Probart again, and had told him 
that he understood that he (Probart) 
wished to make some communication. 
Probart replied, " I have no objection to 
see the coroner and magistrates." He 
(Ruthven) told him that he might have 
no objection; but the question was, did 
he wish to see them or not? Probart 
said, " What had I better do? can you 
advise me?" He answered he could not 
advise, for he must know his own situa- 
tion best. Probart then expressed a de- 
cided wish to see the magistrates, and 
they went to him, and were with him for 
a considerable time; and he confessed all 
he knew of the matter. He stated that 
his was not the hand that committed the 
murder, and that after it was perpetrated 
John Thurtell threatened to murder him 
if he opened his lips on the subject; and 
told him that he had picked out seventeen 
persons of substance that he intended to 
rob and murder, and that the deceased 
was one of them. 

The evidence was then read over to 
the different witnesses, and most of them 
were bound over to appear at the next 
Hertford assizes. 

It being now come to a late hour in 
the day, and there being a vast fund of 
evidence still requiring to be heard, it 
was suggested that the inquest should 
be adjourned. The coroner agreed, and 
stated, that as it was impossible to go 
through the whole of the evidence that 
day, he would accordingly adjourn the 
inquest. 

(To be continued.) 

EXTORTION OH KINGS AND PRIESTS. 

NEITHER  Mr.   Ilowitt,  in " History of 
Priestcraft," nor Cobbett, in " Legacy to 
Parsons," has alluded  to  the  following 
pretty specimen  of clerical  exaction.—' 
William Warham, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, was appointed " supervisor " of the 
" will" of Sir William Compton, Knight 
(temp. Henry the Eight), ancestor of the 
Marquis of Northampton,  and was left 
by the testator " a cup and xx pounds." 
" In the 22d of Henry the Eighth," says 
Sir Harris Nicolas, in a note to the will, 
" when the extortion of the clergy became 
the  subject of the consideration of the 
House  of   Commons,   Sir   H.   Guilford, 
K.G.,   one  of   Sir  William's   executors, 
cited, in proof of the inordinate rapacity 
of the primate, that, notwithstanding he 
was appointed supervisor of Sir William 
Compton's  will,   and was  bequeathed a 
legacy of considerable value, he neverthe- 
less exacted 1,000 marks sterling of his 
executors for the probate of  it."   The 
same  will  contains   a   bequest to that 
kingly   murderer,   Henry   the   Eighth, 
" M  marks,"   "  to  the  intent that his 
highness   would be  so  gracious to my 
lady and children as to permit my said 
will to be performed,  as is expressed." 
On such subjects. Sir Harris, very pro- 
perly remarks: " This bequest, and others 
of a similar nature, exhibit a frightful 
picture   of   society  when   a   bribe was 
thought  necessary  to  be  given   to  the 
sovereign to insure the fulfilment of the 
will of a dying person." 

ESQUIMAUX PHILOSOPHY. 

AMONG the Esquimaux, according to Sir 
John Ross, the crime of murder very 
rarely occurs. When it does, the mur- 
derer's punishment consists in being 
banished to perpetual solitude, or shun- 
ned by every individual of the tribe. 
" On being asked why his life was not 
taken in return, it was replied that this 
would be to make themselves equally 
bad—that the loss of his life would not 
restore the other, and that he who could 
commit such an act would be held equally 
guilty." 
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THE TORTURE OF THE WHEEL. 

THE above illustration represents a victim 
to the punishment of being broken on the 
wheel, a practice which at one period was 
of common occurrence in most parts of 
Europe. The wheel was likewise one of 
the instruments of torture employed in 
those inquisitorial courts, whicli had the 
blasphemous audacity to designate them- 
selves " the holy ;" but with them it was 
more frequently used in a similar manner 
to the rack, of which torture the wheel, 
as represented in the engraving, is a 
species. In the more barbarous ages, 
it was common for the criminal or victim 
(for with " The Holy Inquisition" the 
victim was more likely to be an upright 
character than otherwise) to be stripped 
naked for the operation: his feet were 
then fastened by leg-irons and chains to 
rings or staples securely fixed in the floor 
or ground near the wheel, his back was 

turned towards the diabolical machine, to 
which his hands were fastened in a direc- 
tion opposite to his feet, or, rather, in 
the course of the wheel, which, on being 
turned, immediately effected upon the 
body of the unhappy victim the displace- 
ment of his joints. This plan our readers 
will perceive is faithfully illustrated in 
the engraving, to which we have already 
referred. 

Of the antiquity of this particular mode 
of employing the wheel as a torture we 
have no satisfactory information. On re- 
ferring, however, to Proverbs xx., 26, we 
find it recorded, that " a wise king scat- 
tereth the wicked, and bringeth the wheel 
over them;" by which it is evident that 
the wheel was used as a mode of punish- 
ment in the days of Solomon, or even 
prior thereto, though by no means cor- 
responding with the rack, as shown above. 

3 H 
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We have an apt explanation of the man- 
ner in which the wheel was then employed, 
in another monster, self-styled holy or 
religious—Juggernaut, a brief accoiuit of 
which is subjoined. It will be seen in 
the one case the victims are judicatorial; 
and in the other, voluntary. 

" Juggernaut, 18th June, 1806. 
" I have returned from witnessing a 

scene which I shall never forget. At 
twelve o'clock of this day, being the great 
day of the feast, the Moloch of Hindo- 
stan was brought out of his temple amidst 
the acclamations of hundreds of thousands 
of his worshipers. When the idol was 
placed on his throne, a shout was raised 
by the multitude, such as I never heard 
before. It continued equable for a few 
minutes, and then gradually died away. 
After a short interval of silence, a mur- 
mur was heard at a distance; all eyes 
were turned towards the place, and, be- 
hold, a grove advancing! A body of 
men, having green branches, or palms, 
in their hands, approached with great 
celerity. The people opened a waj' for 
them; and when they came up to the 
throne, they fell down before him that 
sat thereon, and worshiped. And the 
multitude again sent forth a voice ' like 
the sound of great thunder.' But the 
voices I now heard were not those of 
melody, or of joyful acclamation, for there 
is no harmony in the praise of Moloch's 
worshipers, 'the throne of the idol was 
placed on a stupendous car or tower about 
sixty feet in height, resting on wheels 
which indented the ground deeply, as 
they turned slowly imder this ponderous 
machine. Attached to it were six cables, 
of the size and length of a ship's cable, 
by which the people drew it along. Upon 
the tower were the priests and satellites 
of the idol, surrounding the throne. 

" After the tower had proceeded some 
way, a pilgrim announced that he was 
ready to offer himself a sacrifice to the 
idol. He laid himself on the road before 
the tower as it was moving along, lying 
on his face, with his ai'ms stretched for- 
wards. The multitude passed round him, 
leaving the space clear, and he was crushed 
to death by the wheels of the tower. A 
shout of joy was raised to the god. He 
is said to smile when the libation of blood 
is made." —Dr. Buchanans Christian 
Researches in Asia. 

Several passages of Scripture, as well 

as ancient history, also inform us, that 
the wheels of chariots used in warfare 
were so constructed as to be capable of 
destroying the enemy by wholesale, by 
running over them in masses, the wheels, 
which were of great dimensions, having 
weapons resembling swords, &c., placed 
round the circumference. 

Having thus minutely noticed the 
forms of punishment by the wheel, we 
proceed to lay before our readers a re- 
markable instance of human depravity in 
an individual who was punished in ac- 
cordance with the plan generally termed 
" breaking." It would perhaps—naj', we 
may also venture to affirm that it would— 
be difficult to select another case, con- 
nected with this mode of punishment, 
which contains in itself the marks of so 
truly astonishing a feature as is here 
depicted. 

In 1747, a man was broken alive on the 
wheel at Orleans, for a highway robbery; 
and not having friends to bury his body, 
when the executioner concluded he was 
dead, he gave him to a surgeon, who had 
him carried to his anatomical theatre, as 
a subject to lecture on. The thighs, legs, 
and arms of this unhappy wretch, had 
been broken; yet, on the surgeon's com- 
ing to examine him, he found him revi- 
ving ; and, by the application of proper 
cordials he was soon brought to his 
speech. 

The surgeon and pupils, moved by the 
sufferings and solicitations of the robber, 
determined on attempting his cure: but 
he was so mangled, that his two thighs, 
and one of his arms were amputated. 
Notwithstanding this mutilation, and the 
loss of blood, he recovered: and in this 
situation, the surgeon, by his own desire, 
had him conveyed in a cart fifty leagues 
from Orleans; where, as he said, it was 
his intention to gain his livelihood by 
begging. 

His situation was on the road side, 
close by the wood; and his deplorable 
condition excited compassion from all 
who saw him. In his youth, he had 
served in the army; and he now passed 
for a soldier, who had lost his limbs by a 
cannon shot. 

A drover, returning from market, where 
he had been selling cattle, was solicited 
by the robber for charity; and, being 
moved by compassion, threw him a piece 
of silver.    " Alas ! " said the robber, " I 
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cannot reach it; you see that I have 
neither arms or legs," for he had con- 
cealed his arm, which had been preserved, 
behind his back; " so, for the sake of 
heaven, put your charitable donation into 
my pouch." 

The drover approached him : and as 
he stooped to reach up the money, the 
sun shining, he saw a shadow on the 
ground, which caused him to look up; 
when he perceived the arm of the beggar 
elevated over his head, and his hand 
grasping a short iron bar. He arrested 
llie blow in its descent; and seizing the 
robber, carried him to his cart, into which 
having thrown him, he drove off to the 
next town, and brought his prisoner be- 
fore a magistrate. 

On searching him a whistle was found 
in his pocket; which naturally induced a 
suspicion, that he had accomplices in the 
wood: the magistrate, therefore, instantly 
ordered a guard to the place where the 
robber had been seized ; and they arrived 
within half an hour after the murder of 
the drover had been attempted. 

The guard having concealed themselves 
behind different trees, the whistle was 
blown, tlie sound of which was remark- 
ably shrill and loud ; and another whistle 
was heard from under ground, three men 
at the same instant rising from the midst 
of a bushy clump of brambles, and other 
dwarf shrubs. Hie soldiers fired on them, 
and they fell. The bushes were searched, 
and a descent discovered into a cave. 
Here were found three young girls and 
a boy. The girls were kept for the offices 
of servants, and the purposes of lust; the 
boy, scarcely twelve years of age, was son 
to one of the robbers. The girls in giving 
evidence deposed, that they had lived 
three years in the cave; that they had 
been kept there by force from the time 
of their captivity; that dead bodies were 

-,frequently carried into the cave, stripped, 
and buried, and that the old soldier was 
carried out every dry day, and sat by the 
road side for two or three hours. 

On this evidence, the murdering men- 
dicant w^as condemned to sufl'er a second 
execution on the wheel. As but one arm 
remained, it was to be broken by several 
strokes in several places; and a coup de 
grace being denied, he lived in tortures 
for near five days. When dead, his body 
was burned to ashes, and strewed before 
the winds of heaven. 

MURDER OF WILLIAM WEARE. 
CHAPTER   II. 

ON Saturday, the 1st of November, at 
twelve o'clock, the coroner and jury re- 
assembled, and the prisoners, I'robart, 
Hunt, and Thiutell, who had been con- 
fined during the preceding night in St. 
Alban's gaol, arrived in three chaises, 
attended by the local police. A con- 
siderable crowd was collected in front 
of the inn, whose expressions evinced 
the strong indignation which this foul 
murder had excited. The prisoners wei"e 
conducted into separate rooms, under the 
care of the officers. They were relieved 
from their irons, and from all unnecessary 
coercion. Soon after the magistrates had 
taken tlieir seats, Mr. Noel, the solicitoi-, 
entered the room, and said that I'homas 
Thurtell had expressed a wash, before the 
examination proceeded, to have some 
communication with him (Mr. Noel) and 
the coroner; to which the magistrates 
said they saw no objection, if the prisoner 
wished it. 

'I'lie new sack, in which the body was 
found, was then produced before the jury, 
and laid on the table. It was split from 
top to bottom, and at the bottom there 
was a large stain of blood; this was 
where the liead had rested. A plan of 
Probart's cottage was then produced; it 
was neatly executed, and gave a complete 
key to the circumstances detailed by the 
witnesses. 

Information was given to the magis- 
trates, that Hunt and Probart, on their 
way down on the uiglit of the murder, 
had purchased half a bushel of corn at 
Kdgware; and that they had also stopped 
at the house of a publican of the name 
of Clarke, at Edgware, with whom they 
were acquainted. 

Tliis intelligence led to the following 
explanation. Hunt entered into conver- 
sation with Clarke, on the subject of the 
bill of indictment which had been pre- 
ferred against the Thurtells, for conspiring 
to set their house on fire in Watling Street; 
Clarke, who knew the Thurtells, said it 
was a bad business; on wliich Hunt took 
out a newspaper, containing a contradic- 
tion to the statement that the bill had 
been found. Probart now seemed very 
impatient to be off; and Clarke, while 
they stood in the house, heard another 
horse and chaise drive by. They at last 
set  off towards Elstree  at great speed. 

a^is 
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On the Sunday morning, Thiirtell called 
at Clarke's, as he was going down to 
Probart's to dine; he asked if Mrs. C. 
had any lemons (Clarke being out), and 
took some with him, as he said, to make 
punch. He afterwards met Clarke in 
Edgware, and shook hands with him: 
Clarke remarked, that he looked very 
ill, and he assigned his agitated appear- 
ance to the pressure of his own private 
affairs: he then drove on. Clarke saw 
Hunt on Friday at Elstree; and in con- 
sequence of some suspicion that he had 
been conveying information from one 
prisoner to the other, he was called be- 
fore the magistrates; but, upon being 
questioned, he stated, that he had been 
merely speaking to Hunt of the atrocity 
of his conduct. The magistrate asked 
what he had said to Probart? Clarke said, 
that the words he used were these : " Good 
God! how could you drink and joke the 
way you did at my house, when you had 
concerted and were about to commit such 
a horrid murder ?" The magistrate asked, 
if that was all he had said ? Clarke re- 
plied, that he believed he said to Probart, 
that " it was a horrid and brutal piece of 
business, and he believed they were all 
in it." Clarke declared that he had not 
spoken to the other prisoners. He was 
then dismissed, the magistrates expressing 
satisfaction at his explanation. 

On Friday, Hunt was spoken to by a 
person who had been an acquaintance of 
the deceased, who asked him, how he 
could have joined in such a horrible 
transaction ? Hunt replied, " I did not do 
the act; I certainly knew of its being 
concerted for some time before it took 
place; and a fortnight before, I went to 
Mr. Rexworthy's to inform him of tlie 
intention to murder and rob his friend 
Weare; but when I was about to com- 
municate the fact to him, I had not the 
heart to do it." 

The coroner gave orders that no person 
whatever should be admitted to the pri- 
soners. 

The inquest then proceeded; and Mr. 
Charles Lewin and Mr. George Jones 
proved the finding of the body in the 
pond in the way already described. 

Mr. Heward was called in. He was 
proprietor of the cottage occupied by Mr. 
Probart, at Gill's Hill; it was a lease- 
hold, and he let it furnished. Witness 
lives at 68, Hattoii Garden.    Had known 

Probart for four j'ears. On Wednesday 
last had Probart's goods seized for rent; 
witness saw a caravan in the yard on 
Tuesday morning before he had the 
seizure made, and understood Probart 
was going to move. 

After the examination of this witness, 
some conversation took place between the 
magistrates, the coroner, and Mr. Noel, 
as to the course which it might be expe- 
dient to take with respect to the confession 
of Hunt. 

The coroner said, it was his duty to 
inquire into all the circumstances of the 
murder, and use every exertion in his 
power to unravel the whole affair; he 
should, therefore, have Hunt brought be- 
fore him, and whatever he thought proper 
voluntarily to state, it was his duty to 
hear; but he would hold out no promise, 
nor would he give him any hope from any 
disclosure he might choose to make. 

The prisoner Hunt was then called in. 
He usually wore very large black whis- 
kers, which had been shaved off, and he 
came forward apparently not much af- 
fected by his situation. 

The coroner then addressed him to the 
following effect: " I have thought proper 
to send for you. Hunt, to ask you, whether 
you choose to make any statement to the 
inquest now assembled? I think it my 
duty, however, in the first instance, to 
explain in what manner I shall receive 
what you may think proper to say: 1 
shall not receive it as evidence, nor shall 
I examine you on oath; if you think it 
riglit to say anything, I am ready to hear 
you ; but from me you are to understand 
that you have no sort of promise either 
of reward or otherwise. I have nothing 
to do but to receive your voluntary ac- 
count of the horrible transaction, to which 
our attention is now directed." 

Hunt said, he was ready to repeat what 
he had already said. 

Mr. Noel, who appeared anxious that 
the prisoner should not act under a mis- 
apprehension, interposed, and said, that 
the confession made by him before the 
magistrates, could not in any way inter- 
fere with the proceeding in which they 
were engaged that day. The magistrates 
would, in good faith, and at the proper 
time, submit the confession he had made 
to them to the consideration of the court. 
What he might now say in no way com- 
promised the magistrates, and must come 
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from himself on the terms stated by the 
coroner. 

Hmit. Thank you, gentlemen : I am 
ready to answer you any question. 

Coroner. I am now ready to hear any- 
thing you have to say touching the death 
of William Weare. 

Mr. Noel being still anxious that the 
prisoner should not be led into any mis- 
take, desired that he might leave the 
room; a conversation then took place as 
to the expediency of taking his statement, 
wlien the coroner thought, that with the 
caution he had received his story might 
be fairly heard, and he was bound to 
receive it. 

Hunt being I'ecalled, Mr. Noel thus 
addressed him: " Since you have been 
out of the room, a discussion has taken 
place on the pai-t of the magistrates to 
whom you made a confession under a 
pledge; and they think it proper that you 
should understand their pledge does not 
extend to anything you may say here. 
They will state your confession to the 
Under Secretary of State, with the cir- 
cumstances under which it was taken, 
and it will no doubt receive a fit con- 
sideration. You will now use your own 
discretion, and either tell your story to 
the present jury or not, as you think 
proper." 

Coroner. We are willing to receive any 
statement you may give us, but we do 
not ask you to commit yourself in any- 
way whatever before this jury. 

Hunt. I perfectly understand, and I 
shall tell the whole truth. 

He then proceeded to give the follow- 
ing statement, in a cool, collected, and 
precise manner, sometimes sighing hea- 
vily, as he paused for it to be written 
down. " In consequence of an indict- 
ment against John Thurtell, and Thomas 
Thurtell, for defrauding the County Fire 
Office of 1900^. odd, Thomas and John 
Thurtell left the Cock Tavern in the Hay- 
market, and took their residence at a 
Mr. Tetsall's, the Coach and Horses, in 
Conduit Street, Bond Street. I was in- 
vited to dine with them. T called there 
on Fridaay morning, October 24, when 
John Tluirtell invited me to take a walk. 
I walked with him as far as High Street, 
Mary-la-bonne. We stopped at a jewel- 
ler's shop; while we were looking there, 
John Thurtell observed a pair of pistols, 
which he said he would go and look at. 

for he wanted to purchase some:  they 
were marked \l. 17*. Qd. 

" John Thurtell asked me after dinner, 
if I knew where I could get a gig. He 
gave me \l. 10s. for the gig. He told me 
not to say that the gig was going to Hert- 
ford, but to Dartford. I returned with 
the gig to the Coach and Horses about a 
quarter before five. John Thurtell imme- 
diately got into the gig, said he could not 
wait any longer, as he had a gentleman 
to meet. After he was gone, Probart 
said to me, ' As John Thurtell has gone 
down to the cottage, have you any ob- 
jection to take a seat in xny gig, as he 
(John Thurtell) is obliged to be out of 
the way, in consequence of the warrant 
out against him for conspiracy ; most 
likely we should spend a pleasant even- 
ing together.' 

" About six o'clock on Friday evening, 
Probart's gig was brought to the door of 
the Coach and Horses; I took a seat in 
the gig. We proceeded as far as Oxford 
Street: Probart said we must take some- 
thing home for supper; we stopped at a 
pork-shop, where 1 got out and purchased 
a loin of pork. We proceeded from there 
as far as Mr. Harding's, a publican in the 
Edgware Road, where we had a glass of 
brandy and water. P'rom thence we pro- 
ceeded as far as Mr. Clarke's, another 
publican, and had two more glasses of 
brandy and water. From there we pro- 
ceeded to this house (the Artichoke) : we 
had three, but from what appears from 
the landlord, Mr. Field, we had five more 
glasses. We did not get out of the gig 
here. Probart observed to Mr. Field, 
that the friend that was with him could 
sing a very excellent song. Probart 
wished me to sing a verse, but I declined. 
We proceeded from this house about a 
quarter of a mile. Probart stopped the 
gig, and said to me, ' Hunt, you get out, 
and wait my return.' I did so. About 
half an hour or more might have elapsed 
when Probart returned, and desired me 
to get into the gig. 

" When we arrived at the cottage, John 
Thvirtell was in the stable. Probart said 
to me, ' Hunt, take that loin of pork out 
of the gig.' I took the pork into the 
kitchen, and remained in the kitchen 
about ten minutes, when John Thurtell 
and Probart followed. We went into the 
parlour; I was introduced to Mrs. Probart. 
John Thurtell then called me and Probart 
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into the garden, and said, ' I have killed 
that  • that  robbed  me  of 300/.   at 
blind hookey.' ' Good God !" said Pro- 
bart, ' John, surely you have not been 
guilty of so rash an act?' John Thurtell 
immediately took from his pocket a very 
handsome gold watch, and said, ' Do 3'ou 
believe me now? If you will go with 
me, I will show you where he lies dead 
behind a hedge.' Probart then said, 'This 
has taken such an effect on me, tliat I 
must retire and get some brandy.' 

" We then went into the parlour; the 
supper was brought in, which consisted 
of pork chops, the loin I brought down 
having been cut into chops. I ate five 
chops, and so did Probart. John Tliur- 
tell declined eating any, as he complained 
of being extremely sick. Probart and I 
then went into the garden again, when 
Probart said to me, ' Surely, Hunt, this 
man has not been guilty of mm'der?' I 
observed, it looked very suspicious, he 
(John Thurtell) having so valuable a 
watch. John Thurtell followed, and 
asked Probart and myself if we would 
accompany and assist him in carrying the 
dead man. During this time Mrs. Pro- 
bart was gone to bed. John Thurtell 
said, if neither of you will assist, I will 
go myself. He accordingly went by him- 
self, and was gone about ten minutes or a 
quarter of an hour. During the time he 
was gone, Probart said to me, ' If this is 
the case. Hunt, that John Thurtell has 
murdered the man, it will, ultimately, be 
the ruin of me and my family.' 

" After this conversation was over be- 
tween me and Probart, John Thurtell re- 
turned, saying, ' This  is too heavy 
for me; and if you won't assist me, I 
shall put the bridle on my horse, and 
throw the dead man across his back.' 
He accordingly put the bridle on his 
horse for that purpose. Probart and me, 
while he was gone the second time, went 
into the parlour, and he (Probart) said to 
me, ' Hunt, this has taken such an effect 
on me, and I am so agitated, that I don't 
know what to do.' He said, ' What will 
my wife think?' John Thurtell then re- 
turned to us in the parlour, and said to 
Probart and myself, ' I have thrown the 
dead man into your fish-pond.'    ' Then, 
by , sir,' said Probart, ' I insist upon 
your immediately going and taking him 
away off my premises, for such conduct 
will evidently be my ruin.'    Me and I'ro- 

bart, and John Thurtell, went to the pond, 
where we saw the toes of a man. John 
Thurtell then got a line or rope, and 
threw it round the feet, then dragged it 
to the centre of the pond. John Thurtell 
then said to Probart, ' Don't give yourself 
a moment's uneasiness, the man shall not 
remain here long; you well know, Pro- 
bart, that 1 would not do anything that 
would injure you or your family.' We 
then went into the parlour; John Thurtell 
threw himself upon some chairs ; Probart 
went up to his wife, I believe; I sat in an 
arm chair. Next morning, after break- 
fast, Probart said, ' You are going to 
town,' to me and John Thiu'tell; ' but I 
shall expect you to return to-morrow 
(Sunday) to dinner,' which I promised, 
and did. Probart said to John Thurtell, 
' Mind and bring a piece of roast beef 
with you, or we shall have nothing for 
dinner.' We then left the cottage and 
went to London. I left John Thurtell at 
Nr. Tetsall's, the Coach and Horses, with 
his brother Thomas. 

" On Sunday morning, we left Mr. 
Tetsall's in a gig, taking with us a piece 
of roast beef and two bottles of rum. 
John Thurtell said to me when, we got 
as far as Tyburn, ' My brother Tom is 
a-head, and Thomas Noyes.' (Thomas 
Noyes is the brother-in-law of Probart.) 
When we got to the bottom of Maida 
Hill we took up Thomas Thurtell, who 
joined us for the express purpose of seeing 
his two children, that had been on a visit 
to Probart's. When we had travelled 
three or four miles from Maida Hill, we 
met Thomas Noyes. John Thurtell got 
out of the gig, leaving me and Thomas 
Thurtell together in it, to make the best 
of our way to the cottage, in order that 
Thomas I'lmrtell might put Probart's 
hoi'se into his gig to fetch John Thurtell 
and Mr. Noyes. When we arrived at the 
cottage, the horse that we went down 
with, was taken out of the gig, and Pro- 
bart's put in. After Thomas Thurtell was 
gone to fetch Mr. Noyes and John Thur- 
tell, Probart said to me, ' I have not had 
a moment's peace since I saw you last, in 
consequence of that man lying in my 
pond.' My reply was, ' I am sure you 
have not had a more restless night than 
myself.' Shortly after that Thomas and 
John Thurtell and Mr. Noyes arrived at 
tlie cottage. 

" We then, I mean the whole four of 
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us, (Hunt, Thomas and John Thurtell, 
and Noyes,) walked across a ploughed 
field into a lane, and returned to the 
cottage. When we arrived at the cottage, 
there was a gentleman whose name I do 
not know, but I beheve him to be the 
gentleman that owns the estate, came in. 
Mr. Noyes, the Thurtells, and myself, 
walked about the grounds till we were 
called in by one of Thomas Thurtell's 
children to dinner. After dinner we had 
some rum and water, and sat for the space 
of three hours, and then had tea. After 
tea we had some more rum and water, 
and then went to the stable to see the 
horses. We then had supper. John 
Thurtell, myself, Thomas Noyes, and 
Probart sat up till about half-past one. 
Probart and Thomas Thurtell then went 
to bed, leaving me, John Thurtell, and 
Noyes up. 

" About half and hour after they were 
gone to bed, Thomas Noyes followed, 
leaving John Thurtell and myself in the 
parlour. I said to Thurtell, ' I shall lie 
down on the sofa.' He said, he would sit 
up and smoke. I left him smoking by 
the fire, with his back towards me, and I 
laid down, pulling my great coat over me. 
About half-past six in the morning the 
servant came into the room. John Thur- 
tell asked if the boy Jem was up. The 
servant said, ' No.' During this time, 
Probart came down stairs, and the boy 
followed. He desired the boy to put the 
horse in his own gig, which was done 
immediately, and Thomas Thurtell and 
myself went to town, bringing with us 
the boy called Jem. When we got as far 
as the Bald-faced Stag, we breakfasted. 
From thence we went to Mr. Tetsall's, 
where Thomas Thurtell was informed, 
that the bail he had put in was not 
accepted. About half-past eleven I called 
at my mother's, in Cumberland Street, 
New Road. After I had seen her, going 
from the New Road toward the Yorkshire 
Stingo, I met John Thurtell, Thomas 
Noyes, and Miss Noyes, his sister. John 
Thurtell asked me if the bail was ac- 
cepted? I said ' No.' He then got out 
of the gig, and Noyes and his sister drove 
away. I and John Thurtell walked to 
Mr. Tetsall's. Thomas Thurtell asked me 
if I would return on that day and inform 
Probart that his bail had been refused; to 
"hich I consented. About half-past four 
I started;   as I was going along, John 

Thurtell came to the end of the street to 
me, and said, ' If you are going to Pro- 
bart's I may as well go with you, and get 
that man away' (meaning the man that 
was left in the pond). I said, ' If you 
are going upon that business, don't expect 
me to aid or assist in any way.' We came 
and stopped at this house; and went to 
Probart's. I informed Probart, in the 
presence of his wife, that Thomas Thurtell 
had requested me to come down, that 
evening, to know whether he could appoint 
any other person to become bail? Pro- 
bart said it was useless for him to write, 
for that he would be up in town as early 
as possible the following morning. We 
then had part of a cold duck and some 
ale. Jolm Thurtell then called Probart 
out; Probart was absent about ten minutes, 
and then returned by himself. Shortly 
after that, John Thurtell asked me and 
Probart if we would put his horse in the 
gig, and take it round to the second gate? 
We put the horse to, and did so. John 
Thurtell then came across a small field, 
with a dead man in a sack, with his legs 
hanging out; he then asked Probart to 
assist him to put the dead body into the 
chaise, which Probart refused to do. Pro- 
bart immediately ran away, and said, ' I 
cannot stop any longer, my wife will think 
it very strange.' He then asked me to 
assist him; I refused, saying, ' the sight 
of a dead man was quite enough, without 
touching it.' John Thurtell then put the 
corpse in the chaise, and tied the feet to 
the dashing-iron. He asked me if I 
would get into the gig, but I declined, 
and told him that I would walk on, and 
he would overtake me. When I got with- 
in a short distance of this house, John 
Thurtell told me he had thrown the corpse 
into that marshy pond I had just passed. 
I then got into the gig, and left John 
Thurtell about two o'clock that morning, 
at the house where he then lodged, and 
went home myself immediately. That, 
gentlemen, is the whole of the evidence 
I have to give to-night." 

Coroner. Now, Mr. Hunt, I will ask 
you a few questions arising out of your 
statements, which I think I have a just 
right to do. I do not observe that you 
stated that any property was divided be- 
tween you? 

Hunt. There was 6Z. given to me, 
which I considered as paying for my 
professional duties. 
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What professional duties?—1 was taken 
down there to sing to Probart and his 
company. 

Whogaveyouthissum?—JohnThurtell. 
Did he give money to any one else ?— 

He gave the same sum to Probart. 
Was any agreement made with you by 

Probart, before you went out of town? 
Did you go down to the cottage for the 
purpose of singing?—Yes, sir, certainly. 

Where was this agreement entered in- 
to?—It was talked of when we were at 
Mr. Tetsall's, at the Coach and Horses. 
Myself and John Thurtell and Probart 
were present. 

Did you observe Probart lend John 
Thurtell any money that afternoon?— 
No, sir. 

Then, when Probart asked you to go 
down to the cottage, you considered you 
were going down for the purpose of sing- 
ing?—Certainly. 

Did you sing?—Yes, sir. 
To whom ?—To Mrs. Probart, her sister, 

Thomas and John Thurtell, and Mr. 
Noyes. 

Were Probart and John Thurtell in the 
room?—Yes, sir. 

What day was this ?—This was on Fri- 
day night, or, more properly speaking, 
early on the Saturday morning. It was 
after twelve. 

Was that after John Thurtell came 
into the room and informed you that 
the murder had been committed ?—Yes. 

Did you hear John Thurtell say he 
kept 61. for himself?—No, sir. 

Then, after John Thurtell had called 
you and Probart out, and told you of the 
diabolical deed, you returned quietly to 
sing in the parlour?—Yes, sir. 

flow long were you absent?—About 
ten minutes. 

You did not say anything in your state- 
ment to-day of your being employed to 
sing?—No, I did not. 

Did you not go out with a lantern ?—No. 
Did Probart go out with a lantern?— 

Not to my knowledge. I never saw any 
lantern, with the exception of that in the 
stable. 

Who was in the stable ?—The boy clean- 
ing the horses. 

And no farther conversation passed 
about the murder?—None whatever. I 
was introduced to Mrs. Probart,who knew 
very well on what business I had come 
down. 

You were fully aware of the murder?— 
I was not fully aware of it. I was told of 
it by John Thurtell. 

You saw the watch?—Yes, and I thought 
that was suspicious. 

In the presence of John Thurtell, Pro- 
bart, &c., and after the former had told 
you he had murdered this unfortunate 
person, you amused yourself, singing?— 
Yes, sir. 

And you made yourselves merry during 
the evening?—Yes, sir. 

And you considered the 61. you re- 
ceived was for your exertions on this 
evening?—I was there on the Sunday. 

Did you consider that you received the 
61. for no other reason?—No, certainly 
not. 

You have stated that you saw the pis- 
tols bought. After he bought them, did 
nothing pass between you and him?— 
Nothing whatever. 

Do you know where the sack was 
bought?—Yes. 

Who bought it?—I did. 
Do you know where the cord was 

bought ?—Yes. 
Who bought it?—I did. 
Where did you buy the sack?—In 

Broad Street, Bloomsbury. 
After you bought the sack, what did 

you do with it?—I took it to John Thur- 
tell. He said it was for the purpose of 
putting game in. 

The cord, what was that for?—I am 
sure I can't tell you; to tie up the game, 
I suppose. 

Did you see him start?—Yes, sir. 
Where from?—The Coach and Horses, 
Where did he say he was going to?— 

He said a gentleman was to meet him, 
but he did not say where he was going to. 

Did he say anything about Mr. Probart's 
house at the time?—No. 

You received the 6/. from John Thur- 
tell?—Yes. 

Were you going away after you got 
the 61., and finished your professional 
labours?—No, sir; it was too late an 
hour. It was one or two in the morning. 
It was after Mrs. Probart was gone to 
bed. 

(To be continued.) 
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MURDER OF MR. FRANCIS BLANDY BY HIS DAUGHTER. 

[MISS BLANDY BEGGING FORGIVENESS  OF HER FATHER.] 

THE unfortunate criminal, Mary Bland}', 
was seduced by a profligate wretcli pro- 
fessing honourable intentions, to whom 
ibe became so attached that she blindlj' 
followed what his vicious inclination 
prompted him to advise. Having, how- 
ever, committed herself so far as to take 
the life of her father, for the wretch's 
take, she ingenuously and penitently con- 
fessed what she had done; and there is 
much reason to believe her assertion, that 
slie did not think the powders were poi- 
lonous; or, what is still more probable, 
itat she did not think at all about it. 

Mary Blandy was the only daughter of 
Mr. Francis Blandy, an eminent attorney 
It Henley-upon-Thames, and town-clerk 
if that place.    She had been educated 

with the utmost tenderness, and every 
possible care was taken to impress her 
mind with sentiments of virtue and re- 
ligion. Her person had nothing in it 
remarkably engaging; but she was of a 
sprightly and affable disposition, polite in 
manners, engaging in conversation, and 
much distinguished by her good sense. 
She had read the best authors in the 
English language, and had a memory 
remarkably retentive of the knowledge 
slie had acquired. In a word, she ex- 
celled most of her sex in those accom- 
plishments which are calculated to grace 
and dignify the female mind. 

The father being reputed to be rich, a 
number of young gentlemen courted his 
acquaintance, with  a  view to make an 

3 I 
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interest with his daughter; but, of all the 
visitors, none were more agreeable, both 
to the father and daughter, than the gen- 
tlemen of the army; and the former was 
never better pleased than when he had 
some of them at his table. 

Miss Blandy was about twenty-six 
years of age when she became acquainted 
with Captain William Henry Cranstoun, 
who was then about forty-six. He was 
the son of Lord Cranstoun, of an ancient 
Scotch family, which had made great 
alliances, by intermarriages, with the no- 
bility of Scotland. Being a younger bro- 
ther, his uncle. Lord Mark Ker, procured 
him a commission in the army; which, 
with the interest of 1500^., was all he 
had for his support, Cranstoun married 
a Miss Murray in Scotland, in the year 
1745, and received a handsome fortune 

•with her; but he had no prudence. His 
wife was delivered of a son within a year 
after the marriage; and about this period 
he received orders to join his regiment in 
England, when he was sent on a recruit- 
ing party to Henley, which gave rise to 
the connexion that ended so fatally. 

It may seem extraordinary, and it is, 
perhaps, a proof of Cranstoun's art, that 
he could ingratiate himself into the affec- 
tions of Miss Blandy, for his person was 
anything but graceful; but he possessed 
that faculty of small talk which too often 
prevails over the fair sex. 

Mr. BVandy, who was acquainted with 
Lord Mark Ker, was fond of being deemed 
a man of taste, and so open to flattery 
that it is not to be wondered at that a 
man of Cranstoun's artifice ingratiated 
himself into his favour, and obtained 
permission to pay his addresses to the 
daughter. 

Cranstoun, apprehending that Miss 
Blandy might discover that he had a 
wife in Scotland, informed her that he 
was involved in a disagreeable law-suit 
in that country with a young lady, who 
claimed him as a husband; and so sure 
was he of the interest he had obtained in 
Miss Blandy'a affections, that he had the 
confidence to ask her if she loved him 
well enough to wait the issue of the affair. 
She told him, that if her father and mo- 
ther approved of her staying for him, 
she had no objection. This must be 
allowed to have been a very extraordinary 
declaration of love, and as extraordinary 
a reply. 

Cranstoun endeavoured to conduct tlie 
amour with all possible secresy ; notwith- 
standing which, it came to the knowledge 
of Lord Mark Ker, who wrote to Mr. 
Blandy, informing him that the captain 
had a wife and children in Scotland, and 
conjuring him to preserve his daughter 
from ruin. 

Alarmed by this intelligence, Mr.Blandy 
informed his daughter of it; but she did 
not seem equally affected, as Cranstoun's 
former declaration had prepared her to 
expect some such news; and when the 
old gentleman taxed Cranstoun with it, 
he declared it was only an affair of gal- 
lantry, of which he should have no diffi- 
culty to free himself. 

Mrs. Blandy appears to have been 
under as great a degree of infatuation as 
her daughter, for she forbore all farther 
inquiry on the captain's bare assurance 
that the report of his marriage was false. 
Cranstoun, however, could not be equally 
easy. He saw the necessity of devising 
some scheme to get his first marriage 
annulled, or of bidding adieu to all the 
gratifications he could promise himself by 
a second. 

After revolving various schemes in his 
mind, he at length wrote to his wife, 
requesting her to disown him for a hus- 
band. The substance of this letter was, 
that, having no other way of rising to 
preferment but in the army, he had but 
little ground to expect advancement there, 
while it was known he was encumbered 
with a wife and family; but could he 
once pass for a single man, he had not 
the least doubt of being quickly preferred; 
which would procure him a sufficiency to 
maintain her, as well as himself, in a 
genteeler manner than he was now able 
to do. " All therefore," adds he, " I have 
to request, is, that you will transcribe 
the inclosed^copy of a letter, wherein you 
disown me for a husband, put your maiden 
name to it, and send it by the post. All 
the use I shall make of it shall be to pro- 
cure my advancement, which will neces- 
sarily include your own benefit. In full 
assurance that you will comply with my 
request, I remain 

" Your most affectionate husband, 
" W. H. CRANSTOUN." 

Mrs. Cranstoun, ill as she had been 
treated by her husband, and little hope 
as she had of more generous usage, was, 
after repeated letters had passed, induced 
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give up her claim, and at length sent 

liim the requested paper, signed Murray, 
which was her maiden name. 

The villanous captain being possessed 
if this letter, made some copies of it, 
tliich he sent to his wife's relations and 
liis own;  the consequence of which was 

t  they withdrew  the  assistance  they 
I afforded the lady, which reduced her 
an extremity she had never before 

Inown. Exclusive of this, he instituted 
I suit before the lords of session, for the 
fcsolution of the marriage; but when 
Mrs. Cranstoun was heard, and the letters 
read, the artful contrivance was seen 
ttroiigh, the marriage was confirmed, 
md Cranstoun was adjudged to pay the 
[xpenses of the trial. At the next ses- 
Bons, Captain Cranstoun preferred a 
fetition, desiring to be heard by council, 
m new evidence, which, it was pretended, 

' arisen respecting Miss Murray. 'J'his 
letition, after some hesitation, was heard; 
lut the issue was,  that the marriage was 

in confirmed, and Captain Cranstoun 
was obliged to allow his wife a separate 
naintenancc. 

Still, however, he paid his addresses to 
Miss Blandy with the same fervency as 
Wore: this coming to the knowledge 
if Mrs. Cranstoun, she sent her the de- 
tree of the court of session, establishing 
tke validity of the marriage. It is rea- 
ionable to suppose, tliat this would have 
(onvinced Miss Blandy of the erroneous 
path in which she was treading. On this 
iccasion, she consulted her mother; and 
Cranstoun having set out for Scotland, 
Ike old lady advised her to write to him, 

know the truth of the affair. Absurd 
IS this advice was, she wrote to him ; but, 
Mon after the receipt of her letter, he 
returned to Henley, when he had the 
inpudence to assert, that the cause was 
lot finally determined, but would be re- 
ferred to the house of lords. 

Mr. Blandy gave very little credit to 
assertion; but his wife assented at 

once to all he said, and treated him with 
umuch tenderness as if he had been her 
iwn child; of which the following cir- 
tiimstance will afford ample proof. 

Mrs. Blandy and her daughter being 
•11 a visit to Mrs. Pocock, of Turville 
Court, the old lady was taken so ill as 
l» be obliged to continue there several 
'ays. In the height,of her disorder, 
'Mch  was  a  violent  fever,    she  cried. 

" Let Cranstoun be sent for." He was 
then with his regiment at Southampton; 
but her request being complied with, she 
no sooner saw him than she raised her- 
self on the pillow, and hung round his 
neck, repeatedly exclaiming, " My dear 
Cranstoun, I am glad you are come; I 
shall now grow well soon." So extrava- 
gant was her fondness, that she insisted 
on having him as her nurse; and he 
actually administered her medicines. On 
tlie following day she grew better; on 
which she said, " This I owe to you, my 
dear Cranstoun; your coming has given 
me new health and fresh spirits. I was 
fearful I should die, and you not here to 
comfort that poor girl. How like death 
she looks!" • 

It would be ungenerous to the memory 
of Mrs. Blandy to suppose that she saw 
Cranstoun's guilt in its true light; but 
certainly she was a most egregious dupe 
to his artifices.^ 

Mrs. Blandy and her daughter having 
come to London, the former wanted 401., 
to discharge a debt she had contracted 
unknown to her husband ; and Cranstoun 
coming into the room while the mother 
and her daughter were weeping over their 
distress, he demanded the reason of their 
grief: on being informed, he left them, 
but quickly returned with the requisite 
sum, and threw it into the old lady's lap. 
Charmed by this apparent generosity, she 
burst into tears, and squeezed his hand 
fervently; on which he embraced her, 
and said, " Remember it is a son; there- 
fore do not make yourself imeasy: you 
do not lie under any obligation to me." 

Of this debt of 40Z., 10/. had been con- 
tracted by the ladies in London, for ex- 
penses in consequence of their pleasures ; 
and the other 301. by expensive treats 
to Cranstoun at Henley, during Mr. 
Blandy's absence. 

Soon after this Mrs. Blandy died; and 
Cranstoun now complaining of his fear of 
being arrested for the 40/., the young 
lady borrowed that sum, which she gave 
him, and made him a present of her 
watch; so that he was a gainer by his 
former apparent generosity. 

Mr. Blandy now began to show evident 
dislike of Captain Cranstoun's visits, on 
which the captain went to Scotland; and 
on taking leave of the daughter prior to 
his departure, he complained of the ill 
treatment which he had  received from 
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her father, insinuating that he had a 
method for gaining his esteem ; and that 
when he arrived in Scotland he would 
send her some powders for that purpose; 
on which, to prevent suspicion, he would 
write, " Powders to clean the Scotch 
pebbles." 

Cranstoun sent her the powders, accord- 
ing to promise; and Mr. Blandy being 
indisposed on the Sunday se'nnight before 
his death, Susan Gunnel, a maid-servant, 
made him some water-griiel, into which 
Miss Blandy put some of the powder, 
and gave it to her father: repeating this 
draught on .the following day, he was 
seized with a violent pain in his bowels. 

When the old gentleman's disorder 
increased, and he was attended by a 
physician, his daughter came into his 
room, and, falling on her knees, said to 
her father, " Banish me where you please, 
do with me what you please, so you do 
but forgive me; and as for Cranstoun, I 
will never see him, speak to him, or write 
to him^ as long as 1 live if you will for- 
give me." 

In reply to this, the father said, " I 
forgive thee, my dear, and I hope God 
will forgive thee : but thou shouldst have 
considered before thou attemptedst any- 
thing against thy father; thou shouldst 
have considered I was thy own father." 

Miss Blandy now acknowledged that 
she had put powder in his gruel, but that 
it was for an innocent purpose; on which 
the father, turning in his bed, said, " O 
such a villain! to come to my house, eat 
of the best and drink of the best my 
house could afford; and in return take 
away my life, and ruin my daughter. O! 
my dear, thou must hate that man." 

The yoimg lady replied, " Sir, every 
word you say is like a sword piercing to 
my heart; more severe than if you were 
angry: I must kneel, and beg you will 
not curse me." The father said, " I curse 
thee, my dear! how couldst tliou think 
I would curse thee? No; I bless thee, 
and hope God will bless thee, and amend 
thy life. Do, my dear, go out of the 
room; say ito more, lest thou shouldst 
say anything to thy own prejudice. Go 
to thy uncle Stephens, and take him for 
thy friend: poor man! I am sorry for 
him." 

Mr. Blandy dying in consequence of 
his illness, it was suspected that his 
daughter had occasioned his death: on 

which she was taken into custody, and 
committed to the gaol at Oxford. 

She was tried on the 3d of March, 
17.52, and after many witnesses had been 
called to give evidence of her guilt, she 
was desired to make her defence, which 
she did in the following speech. 

" My  lord—It  is   morally   impossible 
for me to lay down the liardships I have 
received.    I have been  aspersed  in my 
character.     In the first place, it has been 
said, I spoke ill of my father; that I have 
cursed  him,    and   wished  him  at hell; 
which   is   extremely   false.     Sometimes 
little family affairs  have  happened, and 
he did not speak to me so kind as I could 
wish.    I own I am passionate,  my lord; 
and in those passions some hasty expres- 
sions might have dropped ; but great care 
has been taken to recollect every word I 
have  spoken   at  different  times,   and to 
apply them  to such  particular  purposes 
as my  enemies knew  would do me the 
greatest injury.   These are hardships, my 
lord, such as yourself must allow to be so. 
It was said too,  my lord,  that I endea- 
voured  to make my escape.    Your lord- 
ship   will judge   from   the   difficulties I 
laboured under:   I  had lost  my father; 
I was accused of being his murderer; I 
was not permitted to go near him ; I was 
forsaken by my friends,  affronted by the 
mob,  and insulted by my servants.    Al- 
though  I  begged to have the liberty to 
listen  at the door, where he died, I was 
not allowed it.    My keys were taken from 
me;  my shoe-buckles and garters too, to 
prevent me from making away with my- 
self, as though I was the most abandoned 
creature.    What could I do, my lord?   I 
verily  believe   I   must have been out of 
my senses.    When I heard my father was 
dead,   I ran  out of the house, and over 
the   bridge, and  had nothing  on   but a 
half sack and  petticoats, without a hoop, 
my petticoats hanging about me : the mob 
gathered about me.    Was this a condition, 
my lord, to make my escape in ?    A good 
woman beyond the bridge,  seeing me in 
distress,  desired me  to  walk  in till the 
mob was dispersed; the town-serjeantwas 
there.    I begged he would take me under 
his  protection,   to  have  me  home:   the 
woman said it was not proper; the mob 
was very great, and that I had better stay 
a little.   When I came home, they said 1 
used the constable ill.     I was locked up 
for fifteen hours, with onlv an old servant 

i 
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of the family to attend me. I was not 
allowed a maid for the common decencies 
of my sex. I was sent to gaol, and was 
in hopes there, at least, this usage would 
have ended ; but was told, it was reported 
I was frequently drunk; that I attempted 
to make my escape; that I did not attend 
at chapel. 

" A more abstemious woman than I 
am, my lord, I believe is not in existence. 
Upon the report of my making my escape, 
the gentleman who was high-sheriif last 
year (not the present) came and told me, 
by order of the higher powers, he must put 
an iron on me. I submitted, as I always 
do, to the higher powers. Some time 
after, he came again, and said he must 
put a heavier upon me; which I have 
worn, my lord, till I came hither. I 
asked the sheriff why I was so ironed? 
He said, he did it by the command of 
some noble peer, on his hearing that I 
intended making my escape. I told them 
I never had any sucli thought, and I 
would bear it with the other cruel usage 
I had received on my character. The 
Rev. Mr. Swinton, the worthy clergyman 
who attended me in prison, can testify I 
was regular at the chapel, Avhenever I 
was well; sometimes I really was not 
able to come out, and then he attended 
me in my room. They have likewise 
published papers and depositions, which 
ought not to have been published, in 
order to represent me as the most aban- 
doned of my sex, and to prejudice the 
world against me. I submit myself to 
your lordship, and to the worthy jury. 
I do assure your lordship, as I am to 
answer at the great tribunal, where I 
must appear, I am an innocent, inoffen- 
sive thing; and I gave it to procure his 
love [meaning towards Cranstoun]. It 
has been mentioned, I should say I was 
ruined. My lord, when a young woman 
loses her character, is not that her ruin ? 
Why then should this expression be con- 
strued in so wide a sense? Is it not 
ruining my character to have such a 
thing laid to my charge ? And whatever 
may be the event of this trial, I am 
ruined most effectually." 

The trial last seven hours, and then 
the judge summed up the evidence, men- 
tioning the scandalous behaviour of some 
people respecting the prisoner, in printing 
and publishing what they called deposi- 
tions taken before the coroner, relating 

to the affair before them; to which he 
added, " I hope you have not seen them; 
but if you have, I must tell you, as you 
are men of sense and probity, that j'ou 
nuist divest yourselves of every prejudice 
that can arise from thence, and attend 
merely to the evidence that has now been 
given." The jury, after a few miiuites' 
consideration, found her guilty without 
going out of court. 

.\Rer conviction, she behaved with the 
utmost decency and resignation. She was 
attended by the Rev. Mr. Swinton, from 
whose hands she received the sacrament 
on the 5th of April, 1752, the day before 
the execution, declaring that .she did not 
know there was anything hurtful in the 
powders she had given her father. 

The night before her death she spent 
in devotion; and at nine in the morning 
she left her apartment, being dressed in a 
black bombazine, and having her arms 
bound with black ribbons. 

The clergyman attended her to the 
place of execution, to which she walked 
with the utmost solemnity of deportment; 
and, when there, acknowledged her fault 
in administering the powders to her father, 
but declared that, as she must soon appear 
before the most awful tribunal, she had 
no idea of doing him any injury, nor any 
suspicions that the powders were of a 
poisonous nature. 

Having ascended some steps of the lad- 
der, she said, " Gentlemen, don't hang 
me high, for the sake of decency." Being 
desired to go something higher, she turned 
about, and expressed her apprehensions 
that she should faU. The rope being put 
round her neck, she pulled her handker- 
chief over her face, and was turned off on 
holding out a book of devotions which she 
had been reading. 

The crowd of spectators assembled on 
this occasion was immense. When she 
had hung the usual time, she was cut 
down, and the body being put into a 
hearse, was conveyed to Henley, and in- 
terred with her parents at one o'clock on 
the following morning. 

It will now be proper to return to the 
wretch who contrived the horrid umrder 
committed by his weak-minded and de- 
luded victim. Having heard of Miss 
Blandy's commitment to Oxford gaol, he 
concealed himself some time in Scotland, 
and then escaped to Boulogne, in France. 
.Meeting there with Mrs. Ross, who was 
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distantly related to his family, he made 
her acquainted with his situation, and 
begged her protection; on which she 
advised him to adopt her maiden name, 
Dunbar. 

Some officers in the French service, 
who were related to his wife, hearing of 
his concealment, vowed revenge if they 
should meet him, for his cruelty to the 
unhappy woman; on which he went to 
Paris, whence he fled to Furnes, a town 
in Flanders, where Mrs. Ross had pro- 
vided a lodging for his reception. 

He had been but a short time at Furnes 
when he was seized with a severe fit of 
illness, which brought him to a degree of 
reflection to which he had long been a 
stranger. At length he sent for a father 
belonging to an adjacent convent, and 
received absolution from his hands, on 
declaring himself a convert to the Romish 
faith. 

Cranstoun died on the 30th of Novem- 
ber, 1752; and the fraternity of monks 
and friars looked on his conversion as an 
object of such importance, that solemn 
mass was performed on the occasion, and 
the body was followed to the grave by 
the ecclesiastics and magistrates of the 
township. 

By his death his wife came into the 
possession of the interest of the 1500/. 
before mentioned. His clothes were sold 
for the benefit of his creditors; and his 
papers were sent to his brother, Lord 
Cranstoun, in Scotland. 

MURDER OF WILLIAM WEARE. 
(Continuation of Cliapter II. from page 424.) 

IT will be seen that the coroner's crosS' 
examination of Hunt, was productive of 
the benefit of finding the real character 
of Hunt, his prevarications and contra- 
dictions showing him to have been a man 
on whose word no rehance whatever could 
be placed.   The coroner proceeded— 

He did not take the money from his 
pocket?—No; it was from a sort of note 
case. He paid Probart with a five pound 
note and a sovereign. 

Do you know what he gave Probart 
money for ?—No, sir; I do not. 

Was there any observation made by 
Thurtell when he paid this money?—-No. 

Nothing respecting the murder?—No- 
thing passed the whole of the evening 
about that business. 

You were all extremely cheerful?— 
Yes, sir. 

Did you see a purse?—John Thurtell 
had a brown silk purse, as well as the 
small note case. 

What did he do with the note case?— 
He threw it in the fire. 

What did he do with the purse ?—He 
threw that in the fire also. 

Did you see any papers put in the 
fire?—There was a little betting book 
put in the fire. 

There was nothing of this in your state- 
ment to us?—No, sir. 

Were the 61. given to you and Probart 
as your shares of the money found?— 
Yes, sir, it was. 

What passed ?—I do not recollect. 
Where did you hire the horse?—At 

Probatt's, at the Golden Cross Yard; no 
relation to the prisoner Probart. 

Do you know where the clothes of the 
deceased were put? — Not of my own 
knowledge. I wish I did; but I con- 
sidered near the pond. 

Had he any clothes on?—No, sir; they 
were cut off. The clothes were taken off, 
for he was naked when he was brought 
into the lane and put into the gig. 

Then you do not know from your own 
knowledge, or from information, what 
became of deceased's clothes?—I have 
not the slightest knowledge. 

Had you ever any of the clothes of the 
deceased on your own back?—Never. 

What became of them after he was 
dead ?—That I don't know. 

How do you know they were cut off?— 
Because I was told so by John Thurtell. 

On Sunday evening had you any other 
person's clothes on except your own?— 
On Sundaj' evening I had a suit of black 
clothes on of John Thurtell's. 

For what purpose did you exchange 
your dress ?—As it was Sunday I wished 
to appear decent and respectable. 

What dress had John Thurtell on ?—A 
blue coat, light waistcoat, light small- 
clothes and gaiters. 

Where did you change your clothes?— 
In a little room by Mr. Probart's bed- 
room. 

Were you given to understand the 
clothes you put on in Probart's house 
on the Sunday were the property of the 
murdered man ?—Why, yes, I have since 
been given to understand so, for I told 
the officer where to find them. 
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When did you give the information ?— 

When I was at Watford, 
After you were in custody?—Yes. 
Had you any reason to believe that the 

property belonged to John Thurtell?— 
Yes. 

Did you go up with John Thurtell 
when he went to London ?—Yes, sir. 

Was there not a carpet-bag put in the 
gig?—When we left Probart's, there was 
a carpet-bag put into the gig, and a box 
coat, and a gun and a powder-horn, with 
a shooting-jacket. 

Were there any other things in the gig 
when he left the Coach and Horses on 
the Friday night?—No, sir. 

If you did not know what these things 
were, how did you know how to give a 
description of them when you ordered 
them to be given up?—I did not say I 
had not seen them. 

Then you knew the contents of the 
carpet-bag?—Yes, John Thurtell sorted 
them up, and put them into my drawers, 
and desired them to be taken care of 
The bag was left in the gig all night, and 
was brought to my house in the morning. 
I and John Thurtell walked on Saturday 
morning through a ploughed field, and 
broke through a hedge into a lane; it was 
not so late as seven o'clock. We saw two 
men in the lane, to whom John Thurtell 
said, he had lost a handkerchief and a 
knife: the lane was quarter of a mile 
from Probart's house. After leaving the 
lane we went to breakfast. I saw no 
handkerchief; I did not sponge my 
clothes, but I brushed John Thurtell's 
clothes, at his request. I took a spade 
down in the chaise with me; I was re- 
quested to do so, but don't know for what 
lurpose. John Thurtell threw it over a 
ledge near the gate, where the body was 
brought out by him naked: I did not see 
it used: I supposed it was brought for 
Probart's use. 

What is become of the box coat?—It 
ought to have been found at my lodgings 
by the officer, and also a backgammon 
board, which was left there. 

Were you and John Thurtell down a 
lane near Probart's house on Friday 
night?—No, I was not. We walked on 
Saturday morning through a ploughed 
field, and broke through a hedge into a 
lane. 

What time was this?—Not so late as 
eight o'clock. 

Did you see two men in the lane?— 
Yes. John Thurtell spoke to one of 
them. 

What did he say to the man?—He 
said he had lost a handkerchief and a 
knife in the lane. 

How far was this from Probart's house?— 
About a quarter of a mile. 

Had you and John Thurtell been look- 
ing about the lane for the knife, &c., for 
some time previously to his speaking to 
the man?—No, I didn't know that he 
had lost the knife till he spoke to the 
man. 

Were you in that lane at any other 
time, with John Thurtell, after the mur- 
der ?—No. 

Have you told all the conversation that 
has taken place between you and John 
Thurtell in the parlour of Probart on the 
night of the murder, and elsewhere since 
the murder'?—Every word that I recol- 
lect. 

Did not John Thurtell say to you be- 
fore he went with you down the lane, 
what he was going to look for?—No, he 
did not. 

Where did you go after you left the 
lane ?—To breakfast at Probart's. 

By a Juror. What did John Thurtell 
say that he was going to do, when he left 
you for a quBrter of an hour on the night 
of the murder?—He did not say where 
or what he was going to do; he merely 
asked me to wait there till he returned, 
and I did so. 

Was the sack you bought in St. Giles's 
the one the body of Mr. Weare was put 
in after his murder by John Thurtell ?— 
I presume it was. 

Coroner. What did Thurtell mean when 
he said, " That is your share of the 
money found;" where was it found?—I 
can't say; I was not present when it was 
found. I was not very compos mentis on 
that night. 

When you went down the lane with 
John Thurtell, you returned with a hand- 
kerchief?—No, I saw no handkerchief 

Did you see a large piece of sponge at 
Probart's?—Yes, I did. It belonged to 
John Thurtell; he bought it, I suppose; 
I saw it in the pail in the stable. 

Did you not sponge some clothes?^ 
No.    I brushed John Thurtell's clothes. 

By a Juror. When you came down to 
Probart's on Friday you wore black whis- 
kers and mustachios?—-Yes. 
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What has hecome of them ?—Why, you 
must see that they are cut off? 

Why did you cut them off'?—I have a 
hard beard, and cut them oft for my own 
pleasure. 

Have you been in the habit of cutting 
off your beard and whiskers ?—Yes, J 
have. 

Where did you cut them off?—At my 
lodgings in London, prior to my appre- 
hension. 

Coro7ier. Have you any objection to 
sign this as your voluntary statement?— 
None whatever.  , 

Hunt then signed the statement which 
he had given, and retired. 

During the whole of the above extra- 
ordinary detail, Hunt was as cool and 
collected as possible ; he never changed 
countenance, and while every one shud- 
dered with horror at his dreadful narra- 
tion, he betrayed not the least emotion. 
After the examination was over, the 
handcuffs were put on him; and having 
thick wrists, as they were screwed on by 
the gaoler he cried out, " Curse it, don't 
torture me—don't put me in purgatory;" 
and appeared very angry, 

Probart was then brought handcuffed 
into the room, and the coroner said, that 
as Hunt had made a statement he would 
be allowed also to make any confession 
he might think proper to the jury; but at 
the same time he (the coroner) thought 
proper to inform him that no promise was 
made, or threat used, on his part, to elicit 
anything from him. 

Probart. Have you received a note I 
sent to you by Drayton, the officer, three 
hours ago? 

Coroner. No. 
Drayton then produced the note to tlie 

coroner, who read it. 
Coroner. I now repeat, that you may 

make any statement you think proper, 
but you will not expect any favour from 
so doing. 

Probarl. I am ready to make a true 
statement of all that I know of the trans- 
action. 

Coroner. You do it at your own re- 
sponsibility. 

Probart. " I shall siieak the truth." 
[His handcuffs were then taken off.] 
" On Friday afternoon I dined at Mr. 
Tetsall's, the Coach and Horses, Conduit 
Street, with the two Thurtells, Hunt, Mr. 
Noyes, and one or two more gentlemen 

whose names I do not recollect. John 
Thurtell asked me to lend him 5 or 6/.; 
I borrowed 51. of Mr. Tetsall, and Mr. 
Tetsall gave the 51. to John Thurtell; I 
also gave Hunt 1/. for John Thurtell, 
which made 6/. 1 think about six o'clock 
I left to come down to Aldenham to my 
house. Thurtell asked me if I would 
drive Hunt to my home; if not, he said 
he would hire a horse for him. I said, 
that as I was going home I would drive 
him. John Thurtell said, ' I am cominj; 
to spend the day with you, and shall 
bring a friend with me.' 1 said, Very 
well; and I should be happy to see them. 
I then loft Mr. Tetsall's, and came with 
Hunt to the Baldfaced Stag in tlie Eiig- 
ware Road ; Hunt said, ' I must not go 
in there, as I have not returned the two 
liorse-cloths I borrowed.' He walked on 
to Mr. Clarke's, the tavern-keeper, which 
is near the Edgware turnpike, where I 
stopped and took him up, and drove him 
very near to Mr. Phillimore's lodge, and 
Hunt then said, ' I must wait here till 
Thurtell joins me, according to appoint- 
ment.' 

Coroner. Did you not call at this house 
on the way ? 

Probart. I beg pardon; yes, I drove 
Hunt to this house, and we drank se%'eral 
glasses of brandy and water, and remained 
there about an hour. We left this house 
about nine o'clock ; I went from here to 
Mr. Phillimore's lodge, where Hunt got 
out and said, ' I must wait here for .(ohn 
Thurtell, and you may go on.' I went on 
till I was within a hundred yards of my 
house, when I met John Thurtell. Ha 
said, ' Where is Hunt?' I said I had 
left him on the road waiting for him, 
He said, ' You must turn back, then, and 
fetch him, for I have killed my friend, 
and don't want him.' I said,' Good God, 
I hope you have not killed any person.' 
He replied,' I have, and now I am happy, 
for he has robbed me of several hundreds,' 
I then returned with Hunt, and at my 
gates Hunt said to John Thurtell,' Wheve 
could you pass me?' Thurtell replied, 
' It don't matter where I passed you, for 
I have done the trick.' 

(To be continuej.) 
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MURDER OF MR. WEARE. 
(Continuation of Chapter II. from page 432.) 

[ELSTREE CHURCH AND <;RAVE-YARD.] 

THE statement and cross-examination of 
Probart will be found no less important 
than the statement and cross-examination 
of Hunt, tending equally to sliow that 
the one was as notorious a character as 
the other. 

Probart went on to state—•" I said, 
' For God's sake, who is the man you 
kve killed?' John Thurtell said, ' It 
don't matter to you—you don't know his 
name and never saw him; and if you ever 
say a single word about him, by G—, you 
shall share the same fate, for Joe and I 
(meaning Hunt and John Thurtell) meant 
to have had your brother-in-law that is to 
be the other day (Mr. Wood), only that 
lie riui so fast when he saw the house, and 
fscaped:' he also said, ' I have more to 
till, and you will be one of them if j'ou 

don't do what is right.' We then went 
into my parlour, and had something to 
eat and drink; afterwards John 'i'liuitell 
pulled a purse out of his pocket, and 
said, ' This is all I have got for what I 
liave done.' How much was in the purse 
I do not know. A gun and a watch he 
also produced, and several papers. John 
Thurtell and Hunt both examined the 
papers, and handed them from one to the 
other, and afterwards threw them into 
the fire. I had occasion then to go up 
stairs to Mrs. Probart, and I did not see 
anything more of the papers. John 
Thurtell said, ' Now we must go and 
fetch the body, and throw it into your 
pond.' I said, ' That you shall never do.' 
He said, ' You must do as I tell you, and 
I will come and fetch it away to-morrow.' 

3K 

mi 
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John Thurtell and Hunt then went and 
fetched the body, and threw it into my 
pond. I saw them throw it in. John 
Thurtell after that produced a note case 
made of silk or stuff, and took out of it 
three five-pound notes, and said to me, 
' Here is the 61. I borrowed of you yester- 
day, and he gave me a five-pound note 
and a sovereign. I am positive be said, 
on giving me the money, ' Here is the 
6^. I borrowed of you yesterday, for which 
you are answerable to Mr. Tetsall.' That 
is all tlie money I saw, though there were 
some sovereigns in the purse. I believe 
in the course of half an hour I went to 
bed; I left both Hunt and Thurtell in the 
parlour, with a bottle of brandy on the 
table. Mrs. Probart and Miss Noyes had 
then gone to bed an hour and a half 
Mrs. Probart pressed them (Hnnt and 
Thurtell) to go to bed half an hour before 
she went to bed, and she said Miss Noyes 
would sleep with Thomas Thurtell's two 
children. One of them replied,'We have 
got a good deal of nightwork to do, and 
want to use ourselves to it.' When I 
went to bed, I thought my wife had been 
in bed at least an hour and a half: as I 
entered the room she was not undressed; 
she was crying; and she said,' For God's 
sake, what is it that Mr. Hunt, and Mr. 
Thurtell, and you are doing up? If I 
knew, I would inform against you.' This 
was about one o'clock in the morning. I 
said, ' My dear, I am doing nothing that 
will hurt me; I am not guilty of any- 
thing.' We both then went to bed, and 
I think I lay till past nine on the Satur- 
day morning, but not an hour did I sleep 
the whole of the night, nor did Mrs. 
Probart, for she was fretting all night. I 
did not tell Mrs. Probart anything about 
the murder; I said to her, that I had 
done nothing that would injure me. 
When I came down to breakfast, I found 
Hunt and Thurtell standing up in my 
parlour, and the cloth laid for breakfast. 
About ten o'clock my boy put my horse 
to the chaise, and they left my house 
about half-past ten. 'I'he boy put the 
gun in the chaise, and one or two bundles 
of clothes tied up in handkerchiefs, and 
a striped carpet-bag with a padlock. I 
can't say if it was locked up. 1 can't say 
who these things belonged to; I sus- 
pected they belonged to the deceased, 
but was not certain. As they went out 
of the yard, they said, ' We shall come 

down and dine with you to-morrow, and 
bring Thomas Thurtell and Noyes most 
likely.' They all four, John and Thomas 
Thm'tell, Hunt, and Mr. Noyes, came 
down next day as we were sitting down 
to dinner. John Thurtell and Hunt both 
observed that I did not eat two mouths- 
full. John Thurtell said,' You will never 
do for a Turpin.' This was said before 
Mrs. Probart and Miss Noyes, who did 
not know what it meant. 

Coroner. They must have known what 
was meant; Turpin was a notorious high- 
wayman and murderer, and what John 
Thurtell meant was obvious. 

Probart. After dinner we walked in the 
garden. John Thurtell, pointing to Hunt, 
said, ' See how my Joseph is dressed up 
to-day: don't he cut a good figure?' He 
meant by this that Hunt was dressed in 
good clothes. He had on a buff waist- 
coat, and a black handkerchief; they were 
the deceased's clothes, I was told. I said 
to Hunt,'If they are the deceased's clothes, 
good God! how can you wear them?' 
Hvmt said, ' What is that to you whose 
clothes they are ? they are not yours.' 
This was on the Sunday after the murder. 

Coroner. I advise you, though I am 
not bound to sit here to give advice, that 
you should not say any more, for what 
you say of occurrences after this can only 
injure you. 

Probart. I thank you, sir. I will only 
say, that I am not the murderer, and I 
declare solemnly before my God and 
Saviour that I never knew the man, or 
saw him, nor even knew the name of the 
man, or that he was coming down from 
Ijondon; God Almighty knows I am not 
guilty of this horrid murder. I knew of 
John Thurtell coming down, and, as he 
said to me, with a gentleman, but I did 
not know who the person was. He said 
they should shoot on Lord Essex's estate. 

Coroner. I have a question or two to 
ask. Did you take part of the deceased's 
money ?—No, I did not. 

Did you see the deceased's clothes taken 
out of your house ?—No, my boy put the 
gun into the chaise. 

Did Hunt come down to sing profes- 
sionally ?—No. 

Did he sing on the Friday night, after 
you had been informed of the murder, in 
your parlour?—I rather think he did sing 
one song, but I cannot swear. 

Did Hunt receive any money from John 
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Thurtell on that night?—I think he did, 
but I am not positive. ' 

Did you order John Thurtell to bring ' 
you a new spade down from London?— • 
Never. j 

Did you ever see a spade that he brought 
down from London?—Yes, I found one 
on my grounds after the murder. 

Bi/ a Juror. You called at this house 
oil the Friday night with Hunt about the 
time of the murder?—Yes, I did. 

You said to the landlord that Hunt was 
a good singer?—Yes, I did. 

Were you both inebriated ?—A little. 
Probart then withdrew. 
Mr. Noel said, that the confession of 

Hunt was disproved in many important 
parts; that he had grossly prevaricated; 
and though he had been admitted a wit- 
ness for the crown by the magistrates, yet 
the Court of King's Bench had the power 
by law, upon proof of such confession 
being false, to reject it, and put the man 
upon his trial. This question was, how- 
ever, quite distinct from the present in- 
quiry. 

The coroner asked if a gentleman 
named Wood, from London, was in the 
room; and was informed, that he had 
waited for some hours to give evidence, 
kt supposing, from the length of time 
occupied in taking Hunt's evidence, that 
the inquiry would not terminate that 
night, he had returned in a chaise to 
London. One of the magistrates re- 
gretted the circumstance, as his evidence 
would have developed a most atrocious 
system, which had been planned in Lon- 
don for a series of murders. 

Foreman of the Jury. It would be a 
pity if this cold-blooded villain (Hunt) 
should escape justice, for, in my mind, 
lie is the most guilty of all. He evidently 
assisted in planning the murder, he bought 
the sack in which the victim was to be 
deposited after his murder, and also the 
spade to dig his grave, and the cord to tie 
up the.sack, and assisted in buying the 
pistols. I consider Probart an innocent 
person in comparison with Hunt. The 
manner in which he made his statement 
to the jury, proves him to be the most 
unfeeling, cold-hearted wretch alive : he 
showed no signs of compunction for the ' 
horrid deed, no regret that he had assisted 
in the murder of a fellow-creature. { 

The coroner then proceeded to deliver 
his charge to the jury. ; 

Gentlemen of the jury, such a body 
of evidence affecting the persons who are 
in custody, charged with the crime which 
you have,with such extraordinary patience, 
been employed for the last two days in 
investigating, has been laid before you, 
that it will be quite unnecessary, in my 
opinion, to detain you long in comment- 
ing upon the facts which have been de- 
tailed ; for a more horrid, more cruel, 
more premeditated case of assassination 
and robbery, I think, never took place in 
this or any other country. Your first in- 
quiry is this — are you of opinion that 
John Thurtell is the person who com- 
mitted the murder? Of this fact, I think, 
there can be but one opinion. The second 
inquiry is—were Probart and Hunt acces- 
saries before the fact ? Gentlemen, I will 
offer a few words upon the law of murder, 
as laid down by the most eminent au- 
thorities ; I shall take the opportunity of 
stating that a coroner's jury cannot take 
cognizance of a party accused who are 
accessaries after the fact; you come to 
the conclusion, that Hunt and Probart 
were accessaries before the fact, before 
you can return a verdict of murder against 
them ; and I think that you, wishing as 
you evidently must do, to put these parties 
on their several trials, will not be long in 
coming to that conclusion. It is not 
necessary, to make them accessaries before 
the fact, that they should be on the spot, 
or near the place where the murder was 
committed, at the time of its perpetration; 
it is enough if they have in any way 
aided or countenanced the commission of 
the crime. T'hat Hunt premeditated and 
concerted the assassination and robbery 
with John Thurtell cannot be doubted by 
any rational and thinking person. What 
could have been his object in purchasing 
the pistols, sack, cord, and spade, on the 
day of murder; and why should Hunt 
have been set down by Probart, from his 
chaise, near Phillimore lodge, but for the 
purpose of joining John Thurtell, to aid 
him in murdering iSlr. Weare ? That such 
was their object, gentlemen, that such was 
the previous agreement between Hunt and 
John Thurtell, is evident from the lan- 
guage used by Hunt and John T'hurtell, 
at Probart's gate, directly after the mur- 
der was committed; and also from Hunt, 
stating to Probart, ' 'I'hat he had to wait 
for John Thurtell by ajipointment.' The 
language used at Probart's cottage gate i> 
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this : Hunt said to John Thurtell,' Where 
could you pass me?' Thurtell replied, 
' It don't matter where I passed you; I 
have done the trick.' What was meant 
by the trick is evident enough ; it could 
mean nothing else hut the murder and 
robbery previously planned. Now, gen- 
tlemen, what are the facts that inculpate 
Probart in this foul proceeding ? These, 
gentlemen, are in my opinion the main 
facts, besides many circumstances of less 
prominence in the plot of this singular 
drama. First, his dining with the party 
in their lodgings in London, on the after- 
noon, and only a few hours before they 
left London with their victim. In the 
next place, Probart says, in his statement 
to you, that he ' agreed with John Thur- 
tell to bring Hunt down to his cottage;' 
but instead of bringing him down to the 
cottage, he puts him down from the chaise 
at some distance from it, with the avowed 
purpose of waiting for Jolin Thurtell. 
Why should he wait for John Thurtell? 
Was it possible that Probart could be 
ignorant of the intentions of the party? 
Did he not know that the intention of 
Hunt was to assist in despatching Weare ? 
Is it possible he could be ignorant of it? 
I think not; and I think 1 am justified 
in that opinion, by an admission of Pro- 
bart's, which I have a right to take advan- 
tage of, as he made it, after repeated 
warnings, given by Mr. Npel and myself, 
viz., that Thurtell said to him, ' This is 
all I got by the job;' after which he 
receives part of the money. Hunt also 
stated in his confession, that on Probart 
receiving the 6/., John Thurtell said, 
' This is 3'our share of the money found.' 
Found where, gentlemen? found on him 
on whom Thurtell had ' just done the job,' 
as he had previously asserted to Probart. 
Gentlemen, the actual spot where the 
murder was committed, I think, is clearly 
identified. The place was in Gill's Hill 
Lane, b)' the side of the hedge which 
was broken, and where the blood was 
found in streams; in the ditch, adjacent 
to which, the pistol and knife were found; 
and I think it very likely, tliat after the 
deceased was murdered he was dragged 
by his murderers through the hedge into 
the ploughed field, where the body lay, 
till Hunt, Probart, and John Thurtell 
left the cottage while supper was being 
prepared '(as is sworn to by Probart's 
cook and his boy, Haddis), with a lantern, 

when they, no doubt, removed it to Pro- 
hart's pond. In fact, gentlemen, Probart 
admits that he saw it put into his pond, 
and that was in less than an hour after the 
man is murdered. Another fact I will 
just advert to, affecting Probart. It is 
this: The men who saw John Thurtell 
and Hunt in the lane, looking about the 
spot where the pistol and knife were 
found, stated, that tbey saw a tall man 
come down the lane after Hunt and John 
Thurtell, with a large dog; and Probart's 
servants stated that Probart was in the 
habit of going out with his dog; and I 
draw this inference from that fact, that 
Probart's object in going down the lane 
at that time in the morning was the same 
as that of Hunt and Thurtell, viz., to 
recover possession of the lost pistol and 
knife, left there by the murderers. That 
it was Hunt who accompanied John 
Thurtell early in the morning down the 
lane, is proved by the v.itnesses stating 
that he had large black mustacbios and 
whiskers, which he wore at that time, and 
has admitted he since shaved them off. 
And I must remark that Hunt went too 
far when he stated, that' the clothes were 
cut off the dead body,' for that proves 
that he participated in its removal, whicli 
is farther confirmed by the fact of his 
discovering the pond, or pit, to which he 
states that John Thurtell removed the 
body, and in which the police-officers, by 
him directed, found it. In addition to 
these strong circumstances, all tending to 
show that Hunt, John Thurtell, and Pro- 
bart were participators in the murder, we 
have another fact of very considerable 
importance—I mean the fact of the bloody 
shirt and handkerchief, cut off the de- 
ceased's body, in Probart's yard, after the 
body was taken out of the pond, being 
found under a heap of dung in Probart's 
stable. From the whole of these facts, 
developing an act of more than fiend-like 
barbarity, you can come but to one con- 
clusion, in my mind; that John Thurtell 
is a principal in the murder, and that 
Hunt and Probart are accessaries before 
the fact. If such be your opinion, you 
will say so; and if you cannot at present 
arrive at that conclusion, it will be neces- 
sary for me to read througli the whole of 
the body of evidence, making such com- 
ments thereon as the case may require. 

Juror.  If we should be of opinion that 
Probart was only an accessary after the 
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fact, or, in other words, tliat he did not 
know of the murderous intention of Hunt 
and John Thurtell, till after the deed was 
done, have you no power to send him for 
trial 1 

Coroner. I cannot commit him under 
the coroner's inquest without you find 
that he was an accessary before the fact, 
though, of course, the magistrates have 
the power to commit him for trial. 

The jury consulted for a few minutes, 
and returned a verdict of wilful murder 
against .John Tluu-tell as principal, and 
against Hunt and I'robart as accessaries 
before the fact. 

Thomas Thurtell was then brought into 
the jury-room in handcuffs, which were 
ordered to ba taken off; and the coroner 
congratulated him that he was not incul- 
pated in the dreadful transaction then 
inquired into. 

Thomas Thurtell for some time could 
not give utterance to a syllable. At last 
he said, " It was a horrible transaction; 
but I thank God I had not tlie remotest 
idea of the dreadful intentions of my 
brother, or that the murder was com- 
mitted, till it was communicated to me 
after my appiehension." 

Ths county magistrates then informed 
him, that they were about to commit him 
to the county gaol, upon a warrant brought 
from London, on a charge of conspiring 
to set fire to some premises in Watling 
Street. 

He declared, that however guilty his 
brother might be, and he admitted that 
his brother had led a life the most wicked 
and dissolute for several years, yet he was 
himself innocent of the charge upon which 
he was about to be committed. He stated 
that his brother forged his acceptance to 
bills to the amount of 6001., only eight 
montlis ago, and he was compelled to pay 
the money to save his life. 

The magistrates lamented that the per- 
son who was related to one of the most 
respectable families in Norwich, should 
have been implicated in such a dreadful 
accusation. 

Thomas Thurtell burst into tears, and 
said, " Good God! what misery must ray 
poor father and mother endure on liearing 
of the situation of their children; my 
brother's fate, I suppose is sealed; pray 
God support my father and mother! " 

The coroner and magistrates emphati- 
cally stated, that they were all fully satis- 

fied of Thomas Thuvtell's entire innocence 
of the crime of nun-der. 

Tlie coroner's inq\iest having termi- 
nated, and it having been arranged that 
the body of the deceased should be in- 
terred in Elstree church-yard immediately 
after the rising of the jury, the coffin 
was screv.-ed down about ten o'clock, and 
shortly before eleven the tolling of the 
church-bell announced that everything 
was prepared for the melancholy cere- 
mony. 

The coffin was borne on the shoulders 
of six men; the brother of the deceased, 
and most of the jurors attended as mourn- 
ers; several persons carried lanterns be- 
fore and on either side of the coffin ; and 
in this manner the funeral train, followed 
by a considerable crowd, proceeded up 
Elstree Hill towards the church, which is 
about a quarter of a mile distant from the 
house at which the inquest was held. 

The coffin was, as in ordinary cases, 
first carried into the church, which was 
lighted up for the occasion, and then to 
the grave : the funeral service was read 
in both places by the Rev. Mr. Addow, 
the clergyman of the parish. 

As the coffin was being lowered into 
the grave, the rope which was placed 
round the foot broke, and that part of the 
coffin fell suddenly to the bottom of the 
grave, whilst the head being sustained by 
the other rope rested against the side of 
grave, so that the coffin stood nearly up- 
right. This accident, as might be sup- 
posed, created some confusion: but the 
sexton immediately descended into the 
grave, and, by great personal exertion, 
in a short time succeeded in getting the 
coffin level at the bottom of the grave, 
which was about twelve feet in depth. 

The clergyman tlien proceeded to read 
the remainder of the funeral service ; after 
which he read an impressive and affecting 
composition on the heinousness of the 
case, standing in his white gown at the 
head of the grave, while all around him 
was darkness except where the faint light 
of a lantern happened to fall on the coun- 
tenances of some of the mourners, while 
all, save the sound of tlie clergyman's 
voice, was awfully still. 

We have been thus particular respect- 
ing the interment of the unfortunate 
Weare, for at a subsequent period the 
body was disinterred for the purpose of 
identification, which circumstance we shall 

HI 
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detail in due order. We may add, tliat 
from his grave can be seen almost the 
very spot where he was murdered, and 
the whole track by which he went from 
Elstree a living man, in anticipation of 
enjoying tlie sports of the field, and the 
festivities of the board; as well as the 
road by which he was borne to this place 
a mangled and lifeless corpse. 

John Thurtell, having been fully com- 
mitted by the Hertford magistrates on the 
charge of murder, had been sent to the 
county gaol, whence he had not been 
removed, the coroner's inquest not re- 
quiring his presence. To the same gaol. 
Hunt and Probart were also committed 
on the finding of the inquest jury. 

The visiting magistrates ordered that 
the three prisoners shmdd be kept sepa- 
rate ; that they should be double-ironed; 
and that no person whatever should be 
permitted to see either of them, unless 
by the special order or in the presence 
of a magistrate, excepting the chaplain 
to the gaol. Though it was determined 
to keep the prisoners apart from each 
other, it was nevertheless ordered that 
two men should always be with each. 

The arrangement of cells was discussed 
in the presence of Hunt and Probart on 
their arrival. On the magistrates' order 
being alluded to, Hunt betrayed consider- 
able alarm, and entreated that he might 
not be kept in solitary confinement. 
" Why should you fear being alone?" 
was asked. The reply was evasive. Hunt 
only observing, that he should greatly 
prefer the company of three or four 
persons. 

Immediately after this, Mr. Chitty moved 
the Court of King's Bench for a man- 
damus to certain parties connected with 
the Surrey Theatre, restraining them from 
the performance of a melo-drama founded 
on the murder of Mr. Weare, as such 
performance was every way inimical to 
the ends of justice. This was likewise 
decided to the prisoners' advantage. 

In the mean time, in consequence of a 
supposed defect in the chain of evidence, 
from which some doubt arose as to the 
possibility of proving that one of the 
parties accused liad been seen in the 
company of Mr. Weare on the night of 
tlie murder, it was judged necessary to 
open the grave, in order to afford the 
ostler at tlie White Lion, Edgware, an 
opportunity of seeing the corpse, as two 

persons, one of them supposed to be Mr. 
Weare, had called there in a gig on the 
evening of the '.24th of October, and the 
ostler was of opinion that he should know 
the face of either of them again. 

Before the exhumation took place, some 
of the parties spoken to on tlie occasion 
were in doubt whether it would he of 
any use to inspect the body in its then 
state; but a medical gentleman overruled 
this, by declaring it to be his opinion, 
that the corpse would be found nearly as 
perfect as when it was originally com- 
mitted to the earth. 

The disinterment having been deter- 
mined upon, it was deemed expedient to 
avoid giving unnecessary publicity to the 
proceeding, and it was agreed that the 
sepulchre should not be re-opened in the 
daytime. Pursuant to this resolution, the 
parties who were to perform and witness 
the disinterment repaired to the church- 
yard at midnight. The night was dark, 
and the weather most inclement; storms 
of rain and hail assailed the individuals 
who had taken upon themselves the un- 
pleasant task; but these did not dispose 
them to abandon the design, though to 
lift the coffin from its resting-place was a 
work of no small toil and difHculty. The 
grave was so deep, tliat for the purpose 
now in view it was necessary to dig a 
much larger pit than had originally been 
prepared. The secret had been kept so 
well, that none were present but those 
appointed to conduct and effect the un- 
dertaking. 

When the men had almost got to the 
coffin, they had to contend with several 
impediments, which caused unlooked-for 
delay. It was found the grave contained 
a great deal of water, and the earth which 
surrounded the remains of the deceased 
was not easily removed out of the way 
of the labourers. A very spacious liole 
was at last formed, and a rope was passed 
under the head of the coffin. It was then 
supposed that little exertion would he suf- 
ficent to remove it; but from the immense 
pressure it had sustained, it was so deeply 
bedded in the soil, and was so heavy from 
the water it contained, that the efforts of 
those wlio at first attempted to lift it 
were wholly nugatory. It demanded the 
strength of eight or ten men to raise it 
on end. By great exertion this was at 
length accomplished, and the coffin, which 
had been nearly full of water, was brought 
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up. The lid was then unscrewed, and the 
corpse was once more submitted to in- 
spection. 

When the contents of the coffin were 
looked upon, it was instantly obvious to 
every one that recognition was impossible. 
The ostler approached the much-wasted 
remnant of mortahty, but to no purpose. 
Unusually rapid decomposition, occasioned 
it was supposed by the water in which 
the body was found immersed, rendered 
all the toil which had been undergone 
utterly useless. The lid of the coffin was 
then replaced and screwed down, and the 
body was again lowered into the grave. 

CHAPTER III. 

ON the 4th of December, 1823, a period 
which had been looked for with intense 
anxiety by all classes of society, the assizes 
for the county of Hertford commenced. 
Mr. Justice Park and Mr. Justice Hol- 
royd were the judges who presided. The 
usual ceremonies attendant on the arrival 
of the judges having been gone through, 
and the grand jury chosen, Mr. Park 
delivered his charge, which naturally em- 
braced the subject under review as the 
principal topic. 

The learned judge having concluded 
bis charge, the grand jury retired; shortly 
after which, the admission of Probart as 
king's evidence was discussed. 

Much stress had from the first been 
laid on the impropriety of holding out to 
Hunt any hope of his being admitted as 
king's evidence, for under that assurance 
his confession, which certainly led to the 
finding the body of Weare, was presumed 
to have been made. But the presumption 
that any such assurance had been given 
to him was, incorrect; the magistrates, 
as we have already shown, having taken 
his confession, subject to the opinions of 
higher authorities as to what benefit h 
was entitled to receive therefrom. But 
even had the magistrates received his 
itatement under every assurance of pro- 
tection, he had forfeited all claim to the 
benefit of such promises by the hollow, 
deceptive, and imperfect nature of his 
communications. t has ever been im- 
perative on persons in his situation to 
state the truth, to entitle them to any 
merciful consideration: how far Hunt had 
complied with this salutary principle in 
the details which we have already given, 
will be seen in our subsequent pages. 

The day of trial had nearl)' arrived, 
and nothing indicative of any intention 
of altering the arrangement was supposed 
to exist, by which Hunt's evidence would 
be received against his accomplices. It 
appears, however, that the day previous 
to the opening of the commission at 
Hertford, a consultation had been held 
between Mr. Gurney and Mr. BoUand, 
as counsel for the prosecution, and Mr. 
Williams and Mr. Charles Phillips, re- 
tained for the defence of Probart, in 
which the propriety of admitting Probart 
as king's evidence, and putting Hunt on 
his trial as the accomplice of Thurtell, 
was discussed, and that course ultimately 
decided on. The reasons which led to 
this decision were. First, the comparative 
degree of guilt of the respective prisoners, 
and consequent value of their testimony, 
so many circumstances having occurred 
to show that Hunt's previous knowledge 
of, and share in, the murder were much 
greater than he had admitted. Secondly, 
the impossibility of the crown availing 
itself of the evidence of Mrs. Probart in 
a case in which her own husband was one 
of the accused persons. 

If any doubts had remained as to the 
operation of the latter consideration, they 
were completely removed by the conclud- 
ing observations of the learned judge in 
his charge; and accordingly some time 
after the grand jury had retired, 

Mr. Broderick, one of the couusel for 
the prosecction, entered the court, and 
addressed Mr. Justice Park as follows: 
" My lord, I am instructed to move your 
lordship for an order to carry William 
Probart, one of the persons charged with 
the murder of WiUiam Weare in the 
month of October last, now in the cus- 
tody of the gaoler of this county, before 
the grand jury, in order that he may give 
evidence touching the circumstances of 
that offence. My lord, I do not make 
this application expressly on my own 
responsibility, but I am fortified by the 
opinion of a person much better able 
than myself to come to a right conclu- 
sion on the subject; I allude to the indi- 
vidual to whom the management of the 
prosecution has been confided." Mr. 
Broderick repeated, that it was thought 
essential to the ends of justice that Pro- 
bart should be admitted a witness for the 
crown, and on that ground only the mo- 
tion had been determined on.   There were 
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many circumstances, which it was not 
then necessary to state, which rendered 
this course necessary. 

Mr. Justice Park said, he knew nothing 
whatever of the circumstances of tlie 
case; but certainly, upon the application 
made, the order in question should be 
granted, and Probart should be taken 
before the grand jury. 

Probart remained in entire ignorance 
of the important change made in his 
situation until the very moment that he 
was summoned by Mr. Wilson, the gaoler, 
to appear before the grand jui'v as a wit- 
ness. For a moment he was, as it were, 
electrified with astonishment; but when 
the attendants began to divest him of his 
fetters, he gave way to the most unbounded 
joy. Thurtell, when he heard of the new 
arrangement, expressed considerable sur- 
prise ; and still more when he was in- 
formed that Hunt would be put to trial 
with him as an accessary before the fact, 
plunt himself affected the greatest indig- 
nation on receiving the intelligence, and 
said he would not believe it until he found 
himself upon his trial. Mr. Harmer, his 
solicitor, also expressed himself very 
strongly on the occasion. 

Probart was conveyed from the gaol to 
the court-house in a post-chaise. He was 
nearly an hour under examination before 
the grand jury, and his wife was examined 
immediately after him; but every pre- 
cavition was successfully adopted to pre- 
vent their having any communication with 
each other. 

About nine o'clock in the evening the 
grand jury had completed their important 
task,when, pursuant to the directions given 
by Mr. Justice Park at the rising of the 
court, they were conducted by the officers 
in attendance to that learned judge's lodg- 
ings, where they delivered, by their fore- 
man, the Bill of Indictment, as a True 
Bill against the two prisoners, Thurtell 
and Hunt. The delivery of this bill con- 
cluded the first day's proceedings. 

Before daylight on the following morn- 
ing, the 5th of December, the approaches 
to the town in all directions were crowded 
with carriages and horsemen, some com- 
ing from London, and others from the 
villages in the neighbourhood, in which 
several had taken up their quarters for 
the night. A great number of the sport- 
ing fraternity were present; and it was 
not a little disgusting to hear bets offered 

and taken in the market-place with aa 
much avidity as if the subject at issue 
was the mere determination of a boxing- 
match or a horse-race. 

At eight o'clock Mr. Justice Park took 
Iiis seat upon the bench. His lordship, 
after having saluted the magistracy and 
counsel, observed that he wished it to 
be understood, that no persons should be 
allowed to stand up in the gallery. In 
such a crowded court, it was essential to 
have a proper circulation of air; and as 
the effect of such a practice was to obstruct 
and choke it, he was determined to hold 
it as a positive rule, that none but those 
who had seats should remain. Any per- 
son offending against that order, after that 
communication, should be committed." 
This peremptory order had the desired 
effect of preserving decorum. 

The prisoners having been brought into 
court, and the ordinary question put to 
Thurtell as to the plea, he answered in 
the ordinar}' tone of voice. Not guilty.— 
How tried'! By God and my country. 

Hunt, on the question being put, an- 
swered in a more emphatic manner. Not 
guilty, my lord.—How tried? By my God 
and my country. 

I'hurtell, Hunt, and Probart were then 
arraigned on the inquisition of the county 
attested by the coroner; to which all 
pleaded. Not guilty. 

A motion was now made for postponing 
the trial, Thurtell's counsel entering into 
the subject at great length ; to which Mr. 
Justice Park consented, though merely for 
a brief period, by adjourning the case to 
Tuesday, the 6th of January following. 

The grounds of postponement were— 
the impediments thrown in the way of 
the communication between the prisoner 
Thurtell and his professional advisers; 
certain paragraphs and statements in the 
newspapers; the drama produced at the 
Surrey Theatre; the publication of the 
evidence given before the magistrates at 
Hertford and the coroner's jury, and par- 
ticularly the confession of Hunt; and the 
falsehood of many statements relative to 
the prisoners, which had been circulated 
in the county of Hertford and elsewhere. 

{To be continued.) 
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A CASE OF PERFIDIOUS COURTSHIP. 

[ELIZABETH  THOMAS  APPEAIUNG  TO  HER IN.] 

THE awful effects of perfidious courtship 
recorded in the subjoined account, are 
calculated to impress mankind with a 
conviction, that matrimonial overtures or 
promises are not to be treated lightly, 
being thereby liable to lead to the most 
feplorable results. The account was first 
taken from the register of the parish 
church of St. Hilary, Cornwall, dated 
Oct. 22, 1780. 

This day was interred the remains of 
Thomas Thomas, aged thirty-seven years. 
This man died of mental anguish, or 
what is vulgarly called a broken heart. 
He lived in the village of Dranock, in 
'he parish of Gwinear, till an unhappy 
event occurred, which proved fatal to his 
peace of mind for more than eight years, 

and finally occasioned his death. He 
courted Elizabeth Thomas, of the same 
village, who was his first cousin; and it 
was understood that they were under a 
matrimonial engagement. But in May, 
1772, some little disagreement having 
happened between them, he, out of resent- 
ment, or from some other motive, paid 
gi-eat attention to another young woman, 
and on Sunday, the 31st of that month, 
in the afternoon, accompanied her to the 
meeting at Wall. During their absence, 
tlie discarded female, who was very beau- 
tiful in her person, but of an extremely 
irritable temper, took a rope and a Com- 
mon Prayerbook, in which she had folded 
down the leaf at the 109th Psalm, and, 
going into a field, hanged herself. 

3 L 

.J^br- 



Kdk.   ; 

442 ANNALS OF CRIME. 

Thomas, on his return from the preach- 
ing, inquired for Betsy. Being told that 
she had not been seen for two or tlu-ee 
hours, he exclaimed, " Good God! she 
has destroyed herself! " which apprehen- 
sion seems to show, that she had threat- 
ened to commit suicide, or that he dreaded 
it from a knowledge of the violence of her 
disposition. But when he saw that his 
fears were realized, and liad read the 
Psalm, so full of execrations, which she 
head pointed out to him, he cried out, " I 
am ruined for ever and ever! " 

The very sight of this village and neigh- 
bourhood was now become insupportable, 
and he went to live at Marazion, hoping 
that a change of scene and social inter- 
course might expel those excruciating 
reflections, which harrowed u i his very 
soul, or at least render them ess acute: 
but in this he appeared to have been 
mistaken, for he found himself closely 
pursued. To hear the 109th Psalm would 
petrify him with horror, and therefore he 
would not attend divine service on the 
22d day of the month: he also dreaded 
to go near a reading-school, lest he should 
hear the ill-fated lesson. Whatever mis- 
fortunes befell him, (and these were not 
a few, for he was several times hurt, and 
even maimed, in the mines where he 
laboured,) he still attributed them all to 
the malevolent agency of the deceased, 
and thought he could find allusions to the 
whole in the calamitous legacy which she 
had bequeathed him. When he slum- 
bered, for he knew nothing of sound 
sleep, the injured girl appeared to his 
imagination with such a countenance as 
she had after the rash action, and the 
Prayerbook in her hand open at the hate- 
ful Psalm; and he was frequently heard 
to cry out, " O, my dear Betsy, shut the 
book, shut the book," &c. 

With a mind so disturbed and deranged, 
though he could not reasonably expect 
much consolation from matrimony, yet, 
imagining that the cares of a family might 
draw off his thoughts from the miserablt 
subject by which he was harassed both 
day and night, he successively paid his 
addresses to many young women in Mara- 
zion, but they indignantly flew from him, 
and, with a sneer, asked him whether he 
was desirous of bringing all the curses of 
the 109th Psalm on their heads. At 
length, however, he succeeded with one, 
and he led her to St. Hilary Church, to 

be married, on the 21st of January, 1778; 
but on the road thither they were over- 
taken by a sudden and violent hurricane, 
such as those which not unfrequently 
happen in the vicinity of Mount's Bay; 
and he, supposing it was poor Betsy that 
" rode in the whirlwind, and directed the 
storm," was convulsed with terror, and 
was literally " crippled with fear." Such 
is the power of conscious guilt to the 
mind wounded by its reflections. 

He lived long enough to have a son 
and daughter; but the corrosive worm 
within his breast preyed on his vitals, and 
at length consumed all the powers of his 
body, as it had long before destroyed the 
tranquilHty of his mind, and he died on 
Friday, October 20th, 1780, and was 
buried at St. Hilary the Sunday following, 
during evening service. 

But here observe a strange coincidence 
of circumstances; for while the body lay 
in the church, to the astonishment of all 
the congregation, who knew that the 109th 
Psalm had operated on him so powerfully, 
it came to be read in the ordinary course. 
Against this event there was more than 
sixty to one; and that his funeral should 
happen on a Sunday, at four o'clock in 
the afternoon, exactly corresponding to 
the time in which the young woman de- 
stroyed herself, is another remarkable cir- 
cumstance. But respecting the maledic- 
tion of this Psalm, it had no farther effect, 
as both his children died before him. 
" Verily, there is a God who judgeth in 
the earth!" 

MURDER OP WILLIAM WEARE. 

CHAPTER   IV. 

AT eight o'clock on the morning of the 
6th of January, 1824, Mr. Justice Park 
entered the court-house of Hertford, which 
had been crammed to overflow an hour 
before. As soon as his lordship was seated, 
he gave public notice to the auditory, that 
such persons as had seats must be seated, 
and those who had not must leave the 
court, in order to prevent pressure and 
the stagnation of the air. 

On the prisoners being brought into 
court, an application was made for a 
farther postponement of trial, on the part 
of Hunt, which was refused. 

A verdict of " Not gmlty" was now 
recorded for Probart, who was removed 
from  the  bar  into  an  adjoining room. 
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where the gaoler was desired to detain 
liim. 

Mr. Gurney then rose, and opened the 
case for the prosecution, which he did 
lidi the greatest degree of ability. 

In support of the case, the first evidence 
tailed was John Beeson,who was examined 
ly Mr. Holland.—Went in search of a 
Wy with lluthven and Upson, two Bow 
Street officers. The prisoner Hunt was 
with us. We went 'to Aldenham, and 
found the body in a brook called Hill 
Slough, near Elstree. Hunt pointed it 
out. The body was concealed in a sack. 
The head was downwards in the sack. 
There was a rope fastened round the sack. 
The length of the rope was two or three 
yards. I'here was a stone tied to the 
end. Was not present when the sack 
las opened. It was carried to the Arti- 
thoke public-house, at Elstree. The pond 
las a quarter of a mile from Elstree. It 
fas to the right hand side of the road 
toming from Elstree towards Radlet. I 
am acquainted with the roads about Gill's 
Hill. There is a road branching oif to- 

ds Watford, with a finger-post direc- 
lion .'pointing that way. Pursuing that 

1, you pass a cottage, where a person 
lamed Hunt lives. 'The road divides, one 
leading to Radlet, and the other to Pro- 
lart's cottage at Gill's Hill. A man 
ignorant of the road might mistake his 
way. He might, however, return again 
on the road to Probart's cottage, though 
lie went by mistake to High Cross. It 
would be a circuitous passage.    Even if 
person vi'cnt to Radlet, he might turn 

to the right and get to Probart's cottage. 
The roads are very bad and very narrow. 
If a person met anything in his way, while 
iriving, he must back out. A man, not 
knowing the road, might mistake. These 
toads are hilly, and a person, ordinarily 
speaking, must drive slow. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Thessiger, for 
Hunt.—It was on Thursday, the 30th of 
October. Four persons went to find the 
tody. The place where it was found was 
two miles from Gill's Hill. They searched 
in a body, he meant all together. They 
learched nearly five minutes. It was 
about two minutes after the place had 

n pointed out. The body was found 
nearly in the centre of the pond. It was 
possible for any person to place the body 
in the pond without walking in. Two 
Ben might have swung the body in.   One 

man could not have^done it. The weather 
was wet, and the pond was, consequently, 
full. Saw Mr. Hunt point out that pond 
as the place where the body was. 'The 
pond altogether was as large as the table 
of the court. There was a short piece of 
the rope round the sack loose. The rope 
was twisted round the sack in a careless 
manner. The handkerchief was outsida 
of the sack, and the stones were concealed 
in it. 

Robert Field, examined by Mr. Brode- 
rick.—I keep the Artichoke public-house 
at Elstree. Remember a dead body being 
brought to my house on a Thui'sday. Saw 
the body drawn out of the pond. It was 
covered with a sack, and that was fastened 
by cords. The rope was bound round the 
neck, the middle, and the feet, with a 
handkerchief tied to the end full of stones. 
There were two or three yards of the rope 
superabundant. 'That body was after- 
wards shown to Mr. Rexworthy, and he 
said it was the body of William Weare. 

JohnUpson, examined byMr.Gurney.— 
Am an officer of Bow Street. Was present 
at the examination of the prisoners at 
Watford. It was on a Wednesday or 
Thursday. Had a conversation with 
Thurtell after the body was found. Went 
in search of the body. Went to the place ' 
where it was found by the direction of 
Hunt. We went first to one spot, and 
Hunt said, " That is not the place." We 
then went to another. We had a pole, 
and tried without success. A man passed 
with a ladder, and Beeson went on the 
ladder to drag. Hunt pointed with his 
finger, and said the body was farther out. 
'The body was found, and taken on the 
ladder to the Artichoke. Was not present 
when the body was examined. 

William Rexworthy, examined by Mr. 
Broderick. — I keep a billiard-table at 
Spring Gardens, London, and was inti- 
mately acquainted with the late Mr. 
Weare. Knew his body when I saw it, 
as it lay dead at the Artichoke, at Els- 
tree. Have no doubt that the body which 
I saw there was Mr. Weare's; but am 
quite positive of the fact. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Andrews, for 
Thurtell.—The body was in a putrid state 
when I saw it at the Artichoke. The 
face was then visible, and I observed that 
there was the mark of a pistol on the 
left side of the head. I mean the mark 
of the muzzle of a pistol.    Saw no blood 
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about the body. It was in a state for me 
to speak to it with certainty, as the body 
of Mr. Weare. I knew him as perfectly 
as if he had been living. Don't know 
on what day of the month it was that I 
saw the body, but it was on a Friday. I 
knew ' him for sixteen years previously; 
and at the time I now speak of, don't 
think I ever expressed any doubt about 
the body being that of Mr. Weare. Most 
certainly I was as clear of the fact at the 
time of my first examination as I am now. 

Richard Weare, a thin, short, pale- 
looking man, having the appearance of a 
mechanic,was examined by Mr. BoUand.— 
Had a brother named William. He had 
no other Christian name. Sav< a corpse 
at the Artichoke, at Elstree, before the 
coroner. It was on the day Mr. Ile.x- 
worthy saw it. It was the body of my 
brother William. This witness gave his 
evidence in an extremely agitated tone, 
and was not cross-examined. 

Thomas Abel Ward, examined by Mr. 
Broderick.—I am a stranger at Watford. 
Examined a dead body lying at the Arti- 
choke, at Elstree. On the day of the 
inquest I examined the head of the body. 
There were many marks of violence about 
the left temple, which had been occasioned 
by some round blunt instrument; they 
might have been occasioned by the muzzle 
of a pistol driven with force against it. 
A pistol was produced before the coroner, 
and the marks in the scalp corresponded 
with the muzzle; the wounds had pene- 
trated the scalp of the skull. Near these 
wounds was a fracture of the skull, witli 
several portions of the bone broken off 
and driven into the substance of the 
brain. The pistol produced would have 
caused such injury, if not fired, but driven 
into the skull by force. It did appear to 
me tliat the injury had been caused by 
the pistol then produced. The injury to 
the brain would have produced death ; 
the substance of the brain was penetrated 
by the bone. There was a mark on the 
right cheek, which appeared to be a gun- 
shot wound. By a gun-shot wound is 
meant any wound produced ,by a shot 
iired, whether from gun or pistol, &c. 
I could not trace this wound deep. It 
only penetrated through the integuments 
to the bone of the cheek; it could not 
have occasioned instant death, nor indeed 
death at all. There was an incised wound 
en each side of the neck.   There were 

two on the left side, and one on the riglit 
side. Of those on the left side, one was 
immediately under the ear, the other 
farther back. The incised wound had 
been made by some sharp instrument. 
A knife would have produced them, cer- 
tainly. On the left side, the jugular vein 
was divided by one of the incised wounds. 

This witness was cross-examined by 
Mr. Platt, to a tiresome length, and after- 
wards re-examined by Mr. Broderick; 
when the judge addressed him — Your 
evidence, sir, has been, to my mind at 
least, most clear and satisfactory. 

George Ruthven called. He brought 
into the court with him a carpet-bag full 
of various articles, a hat in a handker- 
chief, and a dressing-case. Sworn, and 
examined by Mr. BoUand.— I am an 
officer of Bow Street. Apprehended the 
prisoner, John Thurtell, the Wednesday 
after the Friday of the supposed murder, 
the 29th of October, at Tetsall's, the sign 
of the Coach and Horses, in Conduit 
Street, Bond Street, London. Found in 
his coat-pocket a pistol not loaded. Found 
a pistol-key and a knife in his waistcoat- 
pocket, and a key which belonged to an 
air-gun. Found a muslin handkerchief 
in a drawer close to the bed-side; it ap- 
peared to be marked with blood; the 
marks were just the same as they are 
now. Found a shirt in a drawer, stained 
with blood in each corner of the collar 
where they project above the neckcloth. 
Found a black kei-seymere waistcoat, with 
marks of blood on each pocket. Found 
this on his bed. Found also a black coat, 
with marks of blood on both cuffs, and a 
mark on the left shoulder. Found this 
coat on his bed. Found a hat [produced]; 
there is a mark of blood now ; there was 
one small mark on another part. Arrested 
Hunt at his lodgings, 19, King Street, 
Golden Square, the same day, the 29th 
of October. Took no articles out of his 
lodgings on tlie Wednesday. On the 
Thursday night I went again to his lodg- 
ings, and found a dressing-box and a 
double-barrelled gun, with the name of 
the maker, Manton [the gun was pro- 
duced]. Found this sponge under the 
bed [a large sponge was produced]. 
Found a carpet-bag [produced] ; it was 
empty. Found a shooting-jacket, a pair 
of drab breeches, a pair of gaiters or leg- 
gings, one pair of half and one pair of 
Hessian boots, a cord, two waistcoats, two 
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coloured handkerchiefs, three shirts, (two 
of the shirts were marked—one of them 
W. W. No. 1.; the other W.,) one neck- 
cloth, one collar, nightcap, clothes-bag, 
powder-flask, clothes-brush, turnscrew, 
bullet-mould, and a comb. These things 
have been in my possession ever since. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Chitty.—When 
I apprehended Thurtell, the door of his 
room was not fastened. The blood on the 
shirt-collar might have proceeded from a 
cut in shaving. The drawers in his room 
were unlocked, but the articles found were 
tied up. It was a public-house, in which 
Thurtell lodged. Went there about half- 
past seven in the morning. Thurtell was 
in bed when I first entered. There was 
another person in bed in the room, but 
not in the same bed with Thurtell. Thur- 
tell made no resistance. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Thessiger.— 
Did not search Hunt's apartment on the 
day I apprehended him. Went on the 
following day, his wife not being at home, 
and broke the door of his room open. [All 
the articles which the witness stated that 
he had found in the lodgings of Hunt and 
Thurtell were produced by him, and left 
in court.] 

Henry Simmons, examined by Mr. 
Broderick.—I am the constable of Wat- 
ford. [He produced a pocket-pistol.] It 
was given me by Mr. Nicholls, of Battler's 
Green. It was stained as it is now, with 
the pan down. Besides the blood, there 
was hair upon it; there is now. There 
was a piece of tow in the muzzle, as there 
is now. Have a small knife [produced]. 
Had it from Mr. Nicholls. Have a red 
shawl handkerchief [it was produced]. 
Received it from Dr. Pidcock, the younger, 
on the 31st of October. Have a gold 
curb watch-chain [produced in a box]. 
Received it from Mrs. Probart, on the 
15th of November, in the evening. Re- 
ceived a sack from Robert Field, landlord 
of the Artichoke [produced]. On the 
24th of November received another from 
William Bulmer. Received a piece of 
shirt from Mr. Thomas Bates. Received 
these various articles in the presence of 
the magistrates, and have kept them ever 
since. [The various articles mentioned 
by this witness were handed by him to 
the officer. The greatest anxiety was 
shown by the learned judge, that the 
hair and blood on the fatal pistol should 
not be disturbed before they were shown 

to the jury.] Received also, on the 30tli 
of November, a part of a coat and a 
handkerchief from George Jones. 

William Probart, examined by Mr. 
Gurney. This witness's examination, 
cross-examinations, and re-examinations 
were carried to an extreme length; but 
the wliole were of the utmost importance, 
he having been an accomplice in the 
transaction.—Have occupied a cottage in 
Gill's Hill Lane, near the village of Els- 
tree. Occupied it for about six months 
before October last. My family usually 
consisted of Mrs. Probart, her two sisters, 
the Misses Noyes, my children, myself, a 
female servant, and a boy. In the month 
of October, only one of the Misses Noyes 
was at the cottage; but there were some 
children of Thomas Thartell's. None of 
my own children were there at that time. 
Have been acquainted with John Thur- 
tell for some time past. lie has often 
been with me to my cottage, and has 
been sporting about the place. JohnThur- 
tell knew the road to the cottage very 
well, and all the roads in the neighbour- 
hood. Gill's Hill Lane turns out of the 
high road to St. Alban's, at Radlet, about 
a quarter of a mile. The nearest road to 
the cottage from London would be along 
the high road as far as Radlet, and; then 
to turn down Gill's Hill Lane. My cot- 
tage is fourteen miles and a quarter from 
Tyburn Turnpike. In the latter end of 
October, and in the week when this busi- 
ness took place, John Thurtell lodged at 
Mr. Tetsall's, in Conduit Street. His 
brother Thomas lodged tliere also. Did 
not introduce them to Tetsall. Met them 
there. Dined at Tetsall's, on Friday, the 
24th of October, with Thomas and John 
Thurtell, and Thomas Noyes. J'our days 
previous to the 24th, I borrowed 10/. of 
John Tlun-tell. At the time I borrowed 
the money, he said, " You must let me 
have it back on the Thursday or Friday." 
On Thursday,when I saw him at Tetsall's, 
he asked me whether I had the 10/. for 
him. I said that I had not been able to 
collect it. He said, " I told you that I 
should want the money to-day or to-mor- 
row, and it will be 300/. out of my pocket; 
but if you let me have it to-morrow, it will 
answer the same purpose." On the next 
day, Friday, I paid him 5/. which I had 
borrowed of Tetsall. This was after din- 
ner. He then said, " I think I shall go 
down to your cottage to-night; are you 
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going down ? " I said, " Yes." He said, 
" Then you can drive Hunt down." I 
answered, " Yes." He said, " I expect 
a friend to meet me a little before five; 
if he should come, I will take hiin down 
to the cottage with me; and if I have an 
opportunity, I may do him, for he is a 
man that has robbed me of several hun- 
dreds." He also said, " 1 have told Hunt 
where to stop. I shall want him about a 
mile and a half beyond Elstree, to wait 
for me." He added, " For fear you should 
not go down to the cottage, give Hunt 
a pound." I did, in consequence, give 
Hunt twenty shillings. Thurtell said to 
Hunt, who had just come into the room, 
" Joe, there is a pound; if Probart don't 
come down, hire a horse ; you know where 
to stop for me." Do not know that Hunt 
made any answer. Thurtell left the Coach 
and Horses almost immediately after this 
conversation, in a horse and gig. It was 
a grey horse with a white face. Believe 
Hunt brought the gig to the house. Think 
that Thurtell left the Coach and Horses a 
little after five o'clock. Afterwards set 
off in my own gig, and took Hunt with 
me. When we got to the middle of Ox- 
ford Street, Hunt got out of the gig at 
my request to purchase a loin of pork for 
supper. When we came to the end of 
Oxford Street, Hunt said, " This is the 
place where Jack is to take up somebody." 
We overtook Thurtell about four miles 
out of town. Hunt suddenly said, " Here 
they are; drive by and take no notice." 
He also said, " It is all right, Jack has 
got him." There were two persons in 
the gig, Thurtell and another. Passed 
the gig, and did not speak to Thurtell 
or his companion. Stopped at a public- 
house called the Bald-faced Stag, about 
two miles on the London side of Edgware, 
at about a quarter to seven. When Hunt 
said on passing the gig that all was right, 
I asked what was the name of the person 
with Thurtell Hunt said, " Y'ou never 
saw him, and do not know his name." 
Got out at the Bald-faced Stag, and 
had some spirits. Have been a dealer in 
spirits. Hunt did not go in, but walked 
on. He said that he would not go in, 
because he had not returned the horse- 
cloth which he had borrowed of the land- 
lord. Drove on and overtook Hunt near 
Edgware. Took him into the gig, and 
we stopped at Mr. Clarke's, the Red 
Lion  Inn, at Edgware.   We wont into 

the bar, and took a glass of brandy and 
water. Stopped about ten minutes at 
Clarke's. Stopped again in Edgware, 
and bought half a bushel of corn in a 
sack. It was then about half-past seven. 
Hunt said that he wondered where Thur- 
tell was; he thought that he could not 
have passed us. We then drove on to 
the Artichoke at Elstree, and got there 
at about ten minutes before eight o'clock. 
Sat in the gig, and had about four or five 
glasses of brandy and water. ^Were wait- 
ing for the express purpose of seeing John 
Thurtell. Stopped about three quarters 
of an hour at the Artichoke. At last we 
heard the sound of a horse and chaise, 
and started. Went about a mile and a 
half, till we came to Mr. PhiUimore's 
lodge. Hunt then got out of the gig, and 
said, " I shall wait here for John Thurtell." 
Drove on through Radlet towards my 
own cottage. When within about one 
hundred yards of my own cottage, John 
Thurtell met me. He was on foot and 
alone. He said, " Holla! where's Hunt?" 
Told him that I had left Hunt waiting for 
him near Mr. PhiUimore's lodge. Thur- 
tell said, " I don't want him now, for I 
have done the trick." He afterwards said 
he had killed his friend that he had 
brought down with him, and rid the 
country of a villain who had robbed him 
of .300/. or 4001. I said, " Good God! 
I hope you have not killed the man!" 
He said, " It is of no consequence to 
you, you do not know him, and never 
saw him. Do you turn back and fetch 
Hunt, for you know best where you left 
him." I returned, and found Hunt near 
the spot where I had left him. Took him 
into the gig, and said, " John Thurtell is 
at my house, ,'and he says that he has 
killed his friend." Hunt said, " Thank 
God, I am out of it. I am glad he has 
done it without me. I can't think where 
the devil he could pass us. I never saw 
him on the road anywhere. But I am 
glad I am out of it." He also said," This 
is the place where we were to have done 
it." That was the place where he had 
got out of the chaise. I asked him who 
the person was. He said, " You do _not 
know him, and I will not tell you his 
name." He added, that " It was a man 
who had robbed Jack of several hundred 
pounds, and he meant to have it back 
again." When we came to the cottage, 
John Thurtell was standing at the gate; 
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we drove past, and Hunt said, " Thurtell, 
where could you pass me ?" Thurtell 
said, " It does not matter where I passed 
you, I have done the trick, I have done 
it. Why the devil did you let Probart 
stop drinking at his d—d public-houses, 
when you knew what was to be done?" 
Hunt replied, " I made sure that you 
were behind; else we should not have 
stopped." Took the loin of pork into the 
kitchen, and gave it to the servant to 
cook. Then went into the parlour, and 
introduced Hunt to Mrs. Probart. Hunt 
never had been at the cottage before. We 
went out together. First we went to the 
stable. John 'J'hurtell said, " Now I '11 
take you down to where he lies." I 
returned to the house, and told Mrs. 
Probart to make ready supper. Told her 
we were going to Mr. Nicholls's. Left 
Hunt and Thurtell in the yard. Thurtell 
took a sack and cord from his gig. We 
went down the lane ; I carried a lantern. 
John Thurtell said, " I began to think 
Hunt would not come." I said, " We 
should have been in time, but we made 
sure you were behind." I walked fore- 
most. Thurtell said,when we were a little 
farther on, " It is just by the second turn- 
ing." He then said, " This is the place." 
He began to kick the leaves about to look 
for the pistol and knife. Neither of us 
could find either of them. We then got 
over the hedge, and found the body lying. 
The head was wrapped up in some sort of 
a shawl, something like that produced. 
Thurtell began to search the pockets, and 
took out a pocket-book, in which were 
three five-pound notes, a memorandum- 
book, and some silver. No watch or 
purse. Thurtell said, " This is all he has 
got. I took the watch and purse when I 
killed him." We put the body in the 
sack head foremost. Can't say how low ) 
in the sack it came down; he tied it with 
a cord. It was the sack Thurtell took 
out of his gig. Left the body in the field. 
We went towards home. Thurtell said, 
" When I first shot him, he jumped out 
of the gig, ran like the devil up the lane, 
singing out that he would deliver all he 
had won of me if I would only spare his 
life." Know Thurtell has been in the 
navy ; the term singing out may be used 
in the navy. Thurtell said, " I jumped 
out of the gig, and ran after him. I got 
him down, and began to cut his throat, 
as I thought, about the jugular vein, but 

could not stop his singing out. I then 
jammed the pistol into his head. I saw 
him turn round; then I knew I had done 
him. Joe, you ought to have been with 
me, for I thought at one time he would 
have got the better of me. 'Those d—d 
pistols are like spits ; they are of no use." 
Hunt said, " I should have been there, 
but we thought you were behind. I 
should have thought one of those pistols 
would have killed him dead ; but you had 
plenty of tools." We returned to the 
house, and supped. After supper, Thur- 
tell produced a gold watch, in a very 
handsome double case, I believe. Can't 
answer exactly. It had a gold chain, like 
the one produced, attached to the watch. 
He offered to make Mrs. Probart a present 
of it. She was some time before she ac- 
cepted it. The watch he returned to his 
waistcoat-pocket with the seals. Had one 
spare bed. Miss Noyes slept in it then. 
Mrs. Probart asked them when tliey would 
like to go to bed, as they could sleep with 
Mr. Thomas Thurtell's children. They 
said they would not go to bed; they were 
very much obliged to Mrs. Probart, they 
would sleep on the sofa. Hunt sang two 
or three songs after supper. Mrs. Pro- 
bart and Miss Noyes went to bed about 
half-past twelve, at the outside. Then 
Thurtell took out the pocket-book, purse, 
and memorandum-book. 'There were some 
sovereigns in the purse. Can't say how 
many. He gave Hunt and myself 61. 
a-piece, saying, " That's your share of 
the blunt." There were several papers 
in the pocket and memorandum-books. 
They were all biu'nt. The purse was 
burnt. Both the books were burnt. The 
carpet-bag was opened. Thurtell said it 
belonged to the man he had murdered. 
It contained wearing apparel and shooting 
gear. Two or three silk handkerchiefs 
were left out of it. There was a back- 
gammon-board, dice, and cards [produced 
and identified], and double-barrelled gun. 
Don't remember that it had a covering. 
It was taken out of a case and looked at. 
Next day everything was taken away by 
Thurtell. After this Thurtell proposed 
something else to me. He said, " I mean 
to have Barber Beaumont and Woods." 
Mr. Barber Beaumont is an officer of a 
fire-office, with whom he had some con- 
troversy; Woods kept company with Mrs. 
Probart's sister. This was the general 
conversation.    There  might  have  been 
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more names mentioned. Thurtell said, 
" Joe, we must now go out and fetch the 
body, and put it in the pond." I said, 
"You shall not put it in the pond, it may 
ruin us." Thurtell said, " Had it not 
been for the mistake of Hunt I should 
have killed him in the other lane, and 
then I should have returned to town, and 
inquired of his friends why he had not 
come down." Only Thurtell and Hunt 
went out first. When they came back, 
they said, " He is too heavy; we can't 
carry him." They were gone a quarter 
of an hour. They said they had only 
brought him a little way. Thurtell said, 
" Will you go along with me, Probart? 
I '11 put the bridle on my horse and fetch 
him." Went with him to the stable, and 
left Hunt somewhere about the gate. We 
took the grey horse (Thurtell's); went to 
the body, and brought it away on the 
horse, to Mr. Wardell's field, near my 
garden-gate. Hunt took the horse back 
to the stable, and came back to the garden. 
We dragged the body through my garden 
down to the pond. We put a few stones 
in the sack, and threw the body into the 
pond. Don't think we had a lantern. 
Can't say what we had done with it. The 
feet were perhaps half above the water. 
Thurtell took a piece of cord and threw it 
round the feet; then he gave me the 
other end; I dragged it to the middle of 
the pond. We all three returned to the 
cottage. I found my wife up. Next 
morning I came down about nine o'clock. 
Thurtell said, while Hunt was present, 
" Probart, you must go and look for that 
knife and pistol." Promised that I would. 
Did so. Went down the lane, and saw a 
man at work near the spot. Could not 
search then, and returned to the house. 
That morning they went away in the gig, 
and took the things with them. On Sun- 
day they came down again. John Thur- 
tell and Hunt were in one gig; Thomas 
Thurtell and Noyes in another. They 
arrived at about twelve o'clock. Hunt 
brought a bundle of clothes, a newspaper, 
and a spade. He said the spade was to 
bury the deceased. Thomas Thurtell ar- 
rived first, and went up the lane to meet 
John Thurtell in the other gig. Hunt 
was very dirty when he got down. He 
asked for a room to change himself. He 
yrent up stairs. When he came down, he 
was dressed very well; he had almost 
new  clothes.     Learnt   from  Hunt  that 

they belonged to the deceased. Hunt 
told me he had brought down a spade, 
and thrown it over the hedge into my 
garden. Went to look, and saw it there. 
He said it was to bury the body. After 
John Thurtell arrived, I walked with him 
in the garden, and he asked me if the 
body rose? I said no ; it would lie there 
a month. In the afternoon Mr. Howard 
called in. I went with him to Mr. 
Nicholls's. After I returned, I told Hunt 
and Thurtell something that NichoUs said 
to mo; that NichoUs had informed me 
some one had fired a gun off in Gill's 
Hill Lane on Friday night, and that 
there were cries of " Murder," as though 
some one had been killed. That I had 
asked what time, and NichoUs said, about 
eight o'clock; that I had said, " I suppose 
some of your friends wanted to frighten 
you, sir." Thurtell said, " Then I 'm 
baked." I said, " I am afraid it's a bad 
job, for Mr. NichoUs seems to know all 
about it. I am very sorry it ever hap- 
pened here. I 'm afraid it will be my 
ruin." Thurtell said, " Never mind, Pro- 
bart, they can do nothing with you." I 
said, " The body must be immediately 
taken up from my pond, John." He 
said, " I 'U tell you what I 'U do—when 
they are all gone to bed, you and I 'U take 
and bury him." I told him that would be 
as bad, if they bnried him in the garden. 
John Thurtell tlien said, " I '11 bury him 
where you nor no one else can find him." 
Hunt said, " Probart, they can do nothing 
with you, or me either, because neither 
of us was at the murder." Hunt and 
Thurtell sat up all night. I went to bed. 
Noyes and Thomas Thurtell went to bed. 
Thomas Thurtell slept with his chUdren. 
In the morning John Thurtell and Hunt 
said they were going to dig a grave for 
the body; but the dogs had been barking 
all night; they thought that some one 
was passing. Thurtell said, " Joe will 
come down to-night, and take him away ; 
that will be the better for you altogether. 
Thomas Thurtell and Hunt went first. 
My boy, Haddis, went with them in one 
chaise; John Thurtell, Thomas Noyes, 
and Miss Noyes, in the other. 

(To be continued.) 
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PROBART'S examination continued.—Had 
no use for the boy Haddis in London. 
He was sent that he might not be in the 
way to answer any questions. John Thur- 
tell and Hunt came down that evening 
ill a gig. We took supper; I think about 
nine o'clock. After supper John Thurtell 
and I went to the stable, leaving Hunt 
talking with Mrs. Probart. John Thur- 
tell said, " Now you and I '11 go and get 
the body up; leave him talking with Mrs. 
Probart, then she'll not suspect anything." 
We went to the pond, got the body up, 
took it out of the sack, and cut the clothes 
off. We left the body naked on the green 
sward, then returned to the parlour, and 
told Hunt the horse and gig was ready. 
It was not so.    We came out and went 

to the stable, John Thurtell went to his 
gig, took out a new sack, and some cord. 
We all three returned to the pond, put 
tlie body into the sack head foremost, and 
carried it to the garden-gate. Left Hunt 
waiting with the body. John Thurtell 
and I went round to the pond. We 
carried the bundle of clothes, and threw 
them into the gig. Jolin Thurtell said, 
" Better leave the clothes here, Probart; 
there won't be room for them." We took 
the horse and chaise lower down towards 
the garden-gate, and put the body into 
the gig. Then I left them. They wanted 
me to settle the body in the gig. I would 
not. Returned to Mrs. Probart. Went 
out afterwards to destroy the clothes. 
Cut them into pieces. Some I burnt. 
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Some pieces I threw about in the hedges, i 
Did not put anything into the dung heap. ' 
Was taken into custody tlie day after they 
left my house. | 

Cross-examined by Mr. Andrews.—Do 
not know who apprehended me. When ! 
taken did not express any desire to be- 
come a witness. Cannot say when I first i 
expressed a desire to become a witness. | 
It was after Hunt had made a confession. 
Can't say whether I was asked to become 
a witness before or after Hunt's confes- 
sion. Heard that Hunt had made a con- 
fession, but I don't I'ecoUect from whom. 
The first I heard of becoming a witness 
was when I was taken before the grand 
jury by Mr. Williams, to the best of my 
recollection. Before that, expected we 
were all to be tried. Did not know what 
was to become of us. Did not know what 
was to be done to me. Took no pains to 
become a witness before being taken be- 
fore the grand jury. Have never seen 
Mrs. Probart since I left my own house 
when I was arrested. Don't know of my 
own knowledge that Mrs. Probart is now 
here. Was told so by Mr. Williams, my 
solicitor. Have had no other solicitor in 
this transaction. 

Mr. Andrews. Has not a Mr. Noel 
been your solicitor?—I am sorry to say 
that he has. 

How long did he act in that capacity ?— 
For a few months in the year 1819. 

Has he not acted as your solicitor since 
that period ?—Not that I recollect. 

Had you no communication with him 
in 1823?—Not that I recollect; but I 
cannot swear that I have not. 

You say you heard that some injury 
was intended to certain persons, and yet 
you gave no alarm?—I did hear that at 
my cottage, but I did not believe it. 

You must have believed it when you 
heard of the murder; and, when you saw 
the dead body brought to your house, did 
not you give any alarm then?—-I did 
not. 

You received the parties into your house 
after the transaction ?—I did. 

You supped with them and breakfasted 
with them in company with your wife on 
the following moi-ning?—I did. 

Were you sober then ?—I was. 
And yet you did not spurn them, and 

kick them from your house ?—I did not. 
Did you not tell Mrs. Probart what had 

happened?—I did not. 

Did not Mrs. Probart appear disturbed 
at what was going on?—^She did. 

Did she not ask you any questions as 
I to what was passing?—She did. 

Did you not tell her?—I am not cer- 
! tain. 

By the virtue of your oath, sir, did 
you not tell her what occurred on Friday 
night?—I can't swear positively, but I 
might have told her something. 

Did not Mrs. Probart express uneasi- 
ness on the Saturday?—She did. 

Did she not inquire who Hunt was?— 
No; she had heard of him often, though 
she had not seen him. 

At what time did you come down on 
Saturday morning?—Between eight and 
nine. 

Will you swear, upon your oath, that 
you did not come down at six o'clock on 
that morning?—Certainly, I can swear 
that I did not. 

Will you swear it was after eight when 
you came down?—I will not; but to the 
best of my recollection it was between 
eight and nine. 

What did you do when you came 
down ?—I went to the stable, or perhaps 
into the garden. 

Did you go down the lane ?—I did not. 
What sort of hat did you wear on that 

occasion ?—I think a black hat, such as I 
generally wear. 

Did you not wear a white hat?—I can't 
say.    1 think not. 

Did you see yoiu- wife receive a gold 
chain from John Thurtell?^! did. 

Did she wear it on the Saturday?—-I 
did not see her wear it on the Saturday. 

Did she, when she received it, put it on 
herself, or did Thurtell put it on ?—I can't 
say that, but I think she put it on herself; 
I saw Thurtell rise when he presented it 
to her. 

Did Mrs. Probart express any uneasi- 
ness on the Sunday ?—-I think she did. 

When Thurtell produced the sack and 
cord on Friday night where was the 
boy ?—I think in the kitchen. 

Where was the sack before Thurtell 
produced it?—I don't know; I never saw 
it before. 

Will you swear you had not seen it 
before John Thurtell said, " I '11 go and 
fetch the sack and cord?"—I will. 

Did not the boy tell you where it 
was ?—No. 

Who was in the stable when the horse 
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was taken out to fetch the body ?—I don't 
recollect. 

Where was the boy then?—I think in 
bed; he slept in the room over mine. 

Were you ever in difKculties before 
this?—I have. 

Were you ever in such a scrape as this 
before?—Never. 

Had you never a charge of felony pre- 
ferred against you before this?—I had. 

What was the nature of that charge ?— 
1 was accused of taking some silver from 
the till of a man who kept a coffee- 
house, and who owed me 100/. at the 
time. 

What was the consequence of that 
charge ?—I was sent for six months to 
the House of Correction. 

Was that the only charge of felony ever 
made against you ?—Yes;  the only one. 

Were you never in Hereford ?—Yes, I 
was born there. 

Were you never charged with sheep- 
stealing there ?—-Never. 

Well, perhaps it was lamb-stealing ?— 
No, I was never charged with either. 

Come, sir, you know what I mean by 
charged; were you never accused of such 
a crime there?—Never. 

Then  the accusation is quite new to 
yon; -It is. 

Then what was the charge against 
you?—I had bought some skins which 
were afterwards owned. 

Oh, then you were accused as a re- 
ceiver of stolen goods ?—I was not. 

Were you not taken before a magis- 
trate ?—No. 

Were the goods not taken away?— 
They were not. 

I understand you have passed m\icli of 
vour time in prison?—I have been in the 
King's Bencli prison, and in the Rules, 
between two and three years. 

Mr. Justice Park. Were you imprisoned 
in the King's Bench on civil suits ?—Yes, 
my lord. 

Mr. Andrews. Well; you have been in 
the House of Correction and in the King's 
Bench prison ; are these all ?—-Yes. 

Do you know Mr. Framstone?^I do. 
Now, sir, having given you that name, 

I ask you, on your oath, were you not 
committed by that gentleman for refusing 
to answer certain questions before the 
Commissioners of Bankrupts?—Yes; I 
was committed to the King's Bench 
prison. 

Mr. Justice Park. I thought you were 
going to establish a new imprisonment; 
he has already told us he has been in 
the King's Bench prison. 

In answer to farther questions he de- 
posed as follows—Have been a bankrupt". 
No dividend has been paid out of my 
estate. Was frequently remanded by the 
commissioners. Have lived only six 
months at the cottage. Lived with my 
brother-in-law in the Strand. We were 
not partners, but did business together. 
It was a large grey horse that was em- 
ployed on the night of the murder. It 
was in my stable at night. Mr. Hunt 
had a white liat and black handkerchief 
on the Friday night. Had heard of the 
transaction of the Insurance Office; and 
yet subsequently introduced riiurtell to 
my wife. Thurtell was making love to 
Mrs. Probart's sister; a love, however, 
that would come to nothing. I think 
John Thurtell said it was mere idle 
bravado. Do not know.Mr. Beaumont 
to my knowledge. Never mentioned.it 
to any person. No one was present, save 
Hunt and.Thurtell, when the money taken 
from the body was distributed. Did not 
see any cards played at my house, either 
on the Friday, Saturday, or Sunday nights. 
Do not believe my wife played cards on 
Sunday. Never, to my knowledge, saw 
my wife play at cards. Never heard any 
person say it was a bad example to chil- 
dren. Have lived in London eleven 
years. Transacted business in Hereford- 
shire also. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Thessiger.— 
Had known Hunt twelve months. Have 
been in his company several times. Was 
the person who introduced Hunt to Thur- 
tell, about six or seven months ago, at the 
Cock. Do not recollect inviting Hunt 
to Gill's Hill Cottage. Believe Thurtell 
asked me to drive Hunt down to Gill's 
Hill Cottage. Did not say there was no 
spare bed at my house. Expressed no 
surprise at Hunt's going down uninvited 
to Gill's Hill Cottage, he not having been 
personally introduced to Mrs. Probart. 
Hunt paid for the pork in Oxford Street. 
Have never paid him for it since. It was 
only 1«. 6rf. Had 3/. or Al. in my pocket 
when I borrowed the 5Z. from 'Tetsall. 
-Am not certain what I might have said 
when Hunt said at the gate, " Take no 
notice, and drive on." Hunt had never 
been at Gill's Hill Cottage before.    Phil- 
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limore Lodge is in the high road, a mile 
and a half beyond Elstree, towards St. 
Alban's. Hunt paid for four or five 
glasses of brandy and water, and I paid 
for the one I had at Edgware. There 
were two or three handkerchiefs, and I 
burnt the mark out of one of them. Up 
to the day I went before the grand jury, 
I said to Mr. Franklin, the chaplain, 
myself and Hunt were innocent of the 
murder. The exact words were, very 
likely, that neither of us knew anything 
about the murder till after it was done. 
Was convicted of a felony before I was 
sent to Brixton. 

By Mr. Gurney.—On the Sunday even- 
ing that I went to Mr. Nicholls's I re- 
mained out two hours and a half. Hunt 
and I were prisoners when I had the con- 
versation with Mr. Franklin. 

By the Court.—When I spoke to my 
wife about netting, it was to satisfy her, 
as she was in a passion, and asked," What 
have you been doing, you three? You 
have been counting money,burning papers, 
and dragging something heavy across the 
ground." Did not observe whether the 
windows of Mrs. Probart's room were 
open or not. 

The jury now withdrew for a short 
time, and on their return Mrs. Probart 
was called, and was examined by Mr. 
Gurney.—Remember the night of the 
24th of October, when John Thurtell, 
Hunt, and Probart came to the cottage. 
Remember also, very well, hearing the 
sound of a gig passing the cottage that 
night. Think this was about eight o'clock 
or near it, as well as I recollect. It was 
nearly an hour after that I heard a ring- 
ing at the bell, but I cannot exactly 
I'emetaber. No one entered my house 
immediately after this ringing, but at 
about half-past nine, or near ten, my 
liusband came in. Had been up stairs 
some time; when I came down, I found 
Mr. Probart, John Tliurtell, and a stranger 
in the parlour. My husband introduced 
the stranger to me as Mr. Hunt. (The 
learned counsel here said he would not 
trouble the witness to relate the whole 
particulars of the evening.) Saw John 
Thurtell produce on that night a gold 
watch with a great deal of work about it, 
and then a chain. It was such a chain 
as this. (Tlie wi'ness indentified one 
which was shown her by Mr. Gurney.) 
Mr. Thurtell offered to make it a present 

to me. At first I refused it, but at length 
he put it round my neck. Afterwards, 
having been taken into custody, gave it 
up with that little box [pohitiug to a box 
on the table] to the constable, in the 
presence of the magistrates. John Thur- 
tell, Hunt, and my husband sat up that 
night. When Miss Noyes and I went up 
stairs, I left in the room John Thurtell, 
Hunt, and Mr. Probart. Did not go to 
bed directly. Afterwards came upon the 
stairs, and listened to what was going on 
in the room. Overheard them talking, 
as I was leaning over the balusters, but 
the conversation was all in a whisper. 
What I heard first was about trying on 
clothes. Heard one say, " I think that 
would fit you very well;" but this was all 
in a whisper. Heard a noise like pnpfrs 
on the table, a rustling like; and then 
something like papers being thrown in 
the fire. Afterwards returned to my 
chamber, when I saw something take 
place out of doors. Saw two gentlemen 
go from this 'parlour to the stable; tliey 
took a light with them, and led a horse 
out of the stable, and opened the yard 
gates to let the horse out. Heard after- 
wards something apparently very heavy 
dragged from the stable to the garden. 
The stable is near the back gate. Could 
hear the substance dragging I think in 
the dark walk. Had a view of it as it 
was dragged out of the walk. The walk 
is just opposite the window. It seemed 
to me very large and very heavy. It was 
in a sack. The rustling I mentioned was 
after this ; after I had seen the sack. In 
the walk I saw them dragging the sack. 
There were two persons. Could see half 
way down the walk. It is quite away 
from the pond. Then heard a hollow 
noise. Can't describe it. It was like a 
heap of stones thrown into a pit. When 
I heard the whispering, the first thing, I 
think, was Hunt's voice, who said, " Let 
us take a five-pound note each." Did 
not hear Thurtell say anything then, but 
afterwards heard a voice, which said," We 
must say that there was a hare thrown up 
on the cushion of the gig, of which some 
one made us a present coming along; we 
must tell the boy so in the morning." 
Next heard a voice, can't say whose, say 
in a whisper, " We had better be off to 
town by four or five o'clock in the morn- 
ing." John Thurtell said, he had better 
not go before eight or nine o'clock.   The 
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parlour door was now shut. Heard, I 
think, John Thurtell's voice say,"Holding 
shall be the next." Then Hunt, I think, 
asked, " Has he got any money?" John 
Tluirtell said, " It is not money I want; 
it is revenge. It is Holding that has 
ruined my friend." Understood by this, 
lie meant Mr. Probart. Do not know 
whether Holding had been concerned in 
my Inisband's bankruptC3'. Thurtell said, 
" He has ruined my friend, and destroyed 
his peace of mind for ever." Went up 
to bed at nearly two o'clock, I think. 
After my husband came up, some con- 
versation passed between us. 

Mrs. Probart now became apparently 
excessively agitated, and evinced an 
anxiety not to prejudice her husband. 

Mr. Gurney. No evidence you now 
give can prejudice your husband. He 
has been this day put before a jury ol 
his countrymen, and acquitted of this 
murder. 

To this assertion, the witness affected 
great  surprise;   and at length  stated,  I 
did mention to him (my husband) what I 
had seen and heard.    The next morning 
Hunt and Thurtell came and dined with 
us, and Thomas Noyes and Thomas Thur- 
tell  came  also.    On  the  Monday night 
John Thurtell and Hunt came again; it 
was past nine  when   they came.    They 
stayed to supper, and went away soon after. 

Mr.  Platt.   You   affected   surprise   to 
Iiear that your husband was  acquitted : 
now,  did you not  know tliat he was to 
be   acquitted   previously   to   his   giving 
evidence? No (in a low tone).—Did you 
not hear that he was to be acquitted of 
the charge,  provided he gave  his  testi- 
mony here truly? Don't recollect that 1 
was told so.—Can you say on your oath 
that you were not told so? Don't know 
that I was.    In passing up the lane from 
Radlet to my cottage, there are two garden 
gates leading from the lane.    When you 
pass from the lane, one gate leads to the 
stable, and the other leads into the garden. 
There is a very high fence, in which the 
latter gate stands, and of which it forms 
part.    My bed-room window was on that 
side of tlie house that looked towards this 
fence.    Do not mean to say it is possible 
to discern anything in the stable looking 
from my window.    It is not possible to 
see the door-way.    Could not discern it. 
Could not exactly see the door, but could 
see  the horse as soon as it came out. 

Think in the day-time the door may he 
seen.    The night of the 24th was a very 
fine   moon-light  night.    There   was   but 
one sitting-room in our house.    The per- 
sons I  saw in the garden were, I rather 
think, Thurtell and Hunt,   The short man 
was Hunt.    He was dragging the weight 
across the garden.    Could not say as to 
the  otlier.     Was   on  the  landing-place 
when I  heard the conversation.    It was 
for the most part in  a whisper.   There 
was a great deal of whispering which  I 
did not distinctly hear.    Could not hear 
it all.   Thought I knew the voices, but 
could not be positive.   Thought I heard 
my  husband whisper,  but he whispered 
so low that I could not hear what he said. 
Cannot say positively.    My husband gave 
me no money before he left me.    He did 
not give me 2,'?^.    He did not tell ine 
what to  say here.    Do  not know  that 
John Thurtell knew Holding.    My hus- 
band knew him.    Never saw Holding and 
John  Thurtell  together.     Do  not  know 
that Holding held my husband's property 
when he was in difficulties.     It was after 
twelve when Miss Noyes and I went up 
stairs.    Cannot say what time it was when 
I saw the horse coming from the stable. 
It was  a few  minutes  after  I  went up 
stairs.    Heard the parlour-door open.    It 
was a glass door.    Soon after I saw them 
go to the stable, and the horse was brought 
out.   They had a light.   The short man 
had  the light.    Heard no noise in tlie 
stable, but I heard a noise in the stable 
after.    Rather think the liglit remained 
after   the   horse was   brought  out.    Did 
not   hear  any   one   go   out  before   this. 
Think I heard some one go to the kitchen 
before any one went out with the light. 
Kept a store for potatoes on the premises. 
There was  a  hole  made for  them,   and 
they  were   covered.    Went  out   on   the 
Saturdaj'.     Did  not   observe  the  pond 
particularly.    Did not go near it.    Can- 
not say wliether it was so shallow that I 
could  see the bottom.    Seldom  went to 
look at the fishes there.    Did not go out 
to see it on Sunday or Monday.    One of 
the walks in the garden is a dark walk. 
It is immediately  on  the  right  as  you 
enter the garden.   There are many shrubs 
there on  both sides, but they are very 
short.    It was in the dark walk  I first 
heard the noise,  and afterwards  I saw 
something heavy moving along, or dragged 
along in that direction.   This was opposite 
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the window. That path led to the pond. 
Did not see my husband in the garden 
when I looked out of the window. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Thessiger.—I 
did not expect my husband that night. 
It was uncertain what time he would 
arrive. My husband went from home on 
the Monday before that. Had not seen 
Hunt before that day. Was then intro- 
duced to him for tlie. first time. My 
husband did not say.he (Hunt) was the 
good singer of whom I had often heard. 
There was singing on the Friday night. 
Hunt sang two songs that night. It was 
not by my husband's desire that Hunt 
sung. John Thurtell asked- him once, 
and I asked him the second time. I 
pressed him to sing the second time. 
There was no card playing that night. 
It was after supper Thurtell gave me the 
chain. It was before the singing. Did 
not attempt to return the chain on the 
Sunday. There were cards played on 
the Sunday. Did not introduce them. 
The cards were played in my husband's 
absence. He did not come back before 
the playing was over. Did not play. 
Think my husband was not present when 
the cards were played. Rather think not. 
It is possible he might have come in 
before they were over. Am certain my 
husband did not play. Cannot remember 
who played. Did not hear John Thurtell 
remonstrate against the cards as a bad 
example to the children. Mr. Noyes 
came on Sunday. Did not tell him about 
what I saw, or about the gold chain. 

Thomas Thurtell, examined by Mr. 
Gurney.—Was at Tetsall's on Friday, the 
24th of October. Hunt and my brother 
John dined there. Remember some time 
after dinner Hunt was away for a time. 
Rather think he brought a sack with him, 
and I think a gig to the door. He did 
not say anything to my knowledge. [The 
witness was desired to recollect himself, 
but he persisted in the same answer.] 
The horse in the gig was a grey horse. 
My brother went away in the gig. [Here 
the witness begged the Court to think of 
the distressing situation in which he stood. 
Mr. Justice Park said the Court felt every 
thing for the situation of the witness, but 
justice required that he should answer the 
questions put to him. No doubt they 
would be put with every feeling for his 
situation.] My brother went away in 
I'robart's gig. 

Mr. Gurney. Upon your oath did you 
not hear Hunt make some observations 
to Probart before dinner ?^There were 
some made, but I can't now recollect 
what they were. Saw some pistols, two 
large pistols, in the room. Think I heard 
Hunt say to Probart, " Bill, will you be 
in it?" or something to that effect. On 
the next day I saw Hunt. He asked me 
if I wanted money? Think he named 
20Z., or something thereabouts. He did 
not say how he came by such money. 
Saw some considerable sum with him, 
and was surprised to see it. He s,aid 
they had been drawing game, or netting 
game. 

Did he say what he meant? did he 
explain? [The witness hesitated to an- 
swer. Mr. Justice Park interfered, and 
the examination was resumed.] 

The word "Turpin " was used by Hunt. 
Think he said, " We Turpin lads, or boys, 
can do it," or something to that elfect. 
Hunt afterwards said he bad been killing 
game and Probart holding the bag. The 
word "murder " was used in joke. Hunt 
said he committed murder, or something 
to that effect. The words were, " We 
have been committing murder to be sure," 
but this was in joke. This was in answer 
to a question from me, as to what they 
had been doing. Went down to Prohart's 
on Sunday. Walked to Maida Hill. Hunt 
and my brother took me up there in a gig. 
There was a spade in the gig. It was 
a new spade. It was thrown over the 
garden-wall by Hunt. I said he had 
better take it farther, and he said, " No, 
I know what I am about." He said he 
did not wish Prohart's wife to know it, or 
something of that kind. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Thessiger.— 
The conversation about Turpin, was after 
dinner. We had not drank much. Hunt 
said that Probart said he did not wish his 
wife to know that he had been expensive. 
Was at Prohart's on the Sunday night. 
Cfirds were introduced. Can't he certain, 
but think all the parties were present 
when they were introduced. 

Thomas Noyes, examined by Mr. Bol- 
land.—Am a wine merchant. Know Mr. 
Tetsall,Thomas Thurtell, and the prisoners. 
On Friday, the 24th of October, dined 
with them at Tetsall's. Probart borrowed 
some money of Mr. Tetsall, for the pur- 
pose of paying it over to John Thurtell. 
John Thurtell went away in a gig.    It 
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was an iron grey horse. He was alone. 
Hunt and Mr. Probart also went away in 
Probart's gig. Saw some of them again 

.'on Saturday morning, at Tetsall's. Saw 
John Thurtell, Hunt, and Thomas Thur- 
tell. Went down to my brother-in-law's 
cottage on Sunday. Walked, and the two 
Thurtells and Hunt overtook me in a gig. 
Johii Thurtell alighted, and walked with 
me. Thomas Thurtell went on with Hunt. 

"Was afterwards met by Thomas Thurtell 
in a gig at Brockley Hill. He came to 
meet us in a gig. On the Sunday even- 
ing in question, at Gill's Hill, cards were 
introduced. John Thurtell, Thomas Thur- 
tell, Hunt, and myself played at whist. 
Probart went out. We did not play the 
game out. Probart was absent about a 
quarter of an hour. On that night John 
'I'hurtell and Hunt sat up. Left the cot- 
tage on Monday, after two. My sister 
and John Thurtell were of the party. 
The others went away in the morning. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Chitty.—When 
they played cards on the Sunday, John 
Thurtell threw the cards up, and said he 
could not play such cards, they ran cross. 
There was nothing said about the children. 

Miss Anne Noyes, examined by Mr. 
Broderick.—Was at Probart's cottage on 
Friday, the 24th of October. About 
eight o'clock heard a gig passing. Heard 
a ring at the bell about half-past nine. 
During the evening John Thurtell, Hunt, 
and Probart came into the room. Thur- 
tell had a black coat on. Knew that 
Probart had a white hat, which was kept 
in the hall. None of the three had a 
white hat that evening. They had a little 
brandy. Rather think that John Thurtell 
proposed to go to Mr. NichoUs's to ask 
for a day's shooting. They all went, and 
returned about eleven. When they came 
back, they mentioned that Mr. NichoUs 
was not at home. They had supper. Did 
not sup with them. Saw a gold watch 
that Thurtell had. He took it out of his 
pocket. It had a chain. It was a hunt- 
ing watch. Thurtell took the chain oif, 
and gave it to Mrs. Probart. He pro- 
posed that Probart should give it to her 
first; but on Probart declining, he put it 
round her neck himself. ['I'he chain pro- 
duced she believed to be the same.] There 
was some singing that night. Hunt sung. 
Soon after I,went to bed. Did not come 
down the next morning till after break- 
fast.    Saw Hunt and Thurtell go out at 

half-past nine. On the Sunday morning, 
John Thurtell, Thomas Thurtell, and Hunt 
came down. Believe Hunt's dress was 
changed after he came to our house. 
When the dress was changed he had on a 
black coat and waistcoat, and, I rather 
think, a white handkerchief. John Thur- 
tell said, " How smart Hunt is dressed 
to-day." Hunt had rather dark whiskers. 
During the day the word " Turpin " was 
used. John Thurtell said that Probart 
would not do for a Turpin. There were 
cards played that evening. Saw Mr. 
Howard on Sunday. Probart went out 
on the Sunday evening. Went to London 
with Thurtell the next day. Saw a knife 
in John Thurtell's possession. [The knife 
produced by the constable was handed to 
the witness: it was the one found in the 
lane.] The knife she saw with John 
Thurtell was very like this. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Andrews.— 
Slept in a room very near where Probart 
slept. Did not hear him get up that 
morning. Have seen Mr. Probart in a 
white hat and a black hat. The hall was 
the passage leading into the parlour from 
the kitchen. Did not see Probart go out 
on the Saturday. John Thurtell had been 
often at the cottage before. He slept 
there several times, and did not always 
sleep on the sofa. Can swear he once 
slept nearly a week at the cottage. He 
slept alone. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Thessiger.— 
Was present when Hunt was introduced 
to Mrs. Probart. Probart did not say he 
was the singer he had often talked about. 
Probart did say that Hunt was a good 
singer. This was before he sung after 
supper. Mrs. Probart said he was not so 
good a one as, from the reports she had 
heard, she expected to find him. 

Charles Tetsall, examined by Mr. Hol- 
land.—Keep the Coach and Horses, in 
Conduit Street. Since the 21st of Octo- 
ber, Probart, Hunt, and Thurtell have 
frequented my house. Recollect that on 
the 24th of October the two Thurtells, 
Hunt, and Probart dined at my house. 
Probart then asked me to lend him 51. 
Don't know what he did with it. Did 
not see them go away, and don't know 
when they did go. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Thessiger.— 
The two Thurtells were introduced to me 
by Probart, who told me they were anxious 
to keep out of the way. 
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Re-examined.—Hunt's whiskers about 
the 21st of October were very large. 
Observed that on the Monday after the 
24th they were shaved oft'. On the Sun- 
day after the Friday of the murder, I 
observed Hunt and Thurtell at my house. 
John Thurtell was dressed in leather 
breeches, long gaiters, and drab waistcoat. 
He went, with his shirt neck open, across 
the street to get shaved. Never saw him 
in those clothes before. At that time 
Hunt was with him. He was dressed in 
black, and very indifferently. They went 
away about half-past ten. Put into tlie 
gig in which they went, a piece of beef. 
Saw a shovel in the gig. 

By Mr. Thessiger.—If Probart swore 
that he did not introduce the Thurtells to 
me, he swore falsely, for he repeatedly 
applied to me to become a bondsman for 
them. 

Mr. Justice Park observed, that Probart 
had not sworn as the learned counsel 
seemed, from his cross-examination, to 
suppose. 

William Rexworthy, examined by Mr. 
Bolland.—Knew Mr. Weare for about 
sixteen years. .Always considered him a 
man of property. Have seen him re- 
peatedly put his hand to his flannel shirt, 
and take out large sums of money. Be- 
lieve that he usually kept his money next 
to his skin. Have seen Thurtell, Hunt, 
and Weare together. Saw them together 
about ten days before the murder. The 
last time I saw them together was the 
Thursday before the Friday of the murder, 
about nine o'clock in the evening, in my 
own house. Did not hear anything pass 
between them, as I left the room on their 
entering into conversation. On the morn- 
ing of the F'riday Mr. Weare called on 
me between one and two o'clock. Saw 
him. After some conversation he left 
me.    Did not see him any more that day. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Andrews.— 
My rooms are much frequented between 
eleven and six o'clock in the day. Saw 
the body of Mr. Weare when it was 
taken from the pond, when it was in the 
sack, and when it was in the coffin. Saw 
it before it was re-buried. 

By Mr. Bolland.— Know this knife. 
Saw it in Weare's hands on the day he 
was supposed to be murdered. 

By Mr. Andrews.—Had this knife in 
my possession for a month, in consequence 
of Weare's leaving it in my room.    Know 

it from a mark on the handle. Swear to 
it from that mark and by the wear. It is 
a remarkable knife. 

Re-examined by Mr. Bolland.—Have 
seen Mr. Weare play at billiards about 
twenty times during the time that I have 
known him. 

By the Judge.—Saw the legs when the 
body was taken out of the water. Thev 
were naked. Saw the body laid out naked 
at the Artichoke. 

Mary Moloney, examined by Mr. Bro- 
derick.—Was laundress to the late Mr. 
Weare. He lived at No. 2, Lyon's Inn. 
Was in his rooms on Friday, the 24th of 
October. Saw his clothes and linen, on 
the drawers. Mr. Weare put them in 
his carpet-bag. [A bag was shown to 
witness.] That was Mr. Weare's carpet- 
bag. There were five linen shirts, six 
pair of socks, a shooting-jacket and leg- 
gings, a pair of breeches, a pair of laced- 
up boots, a pair of Wellington boots, and 
a backgammon board and things in it, 
put into the bag. [A backgammon board 
was shown to witness.] That is the board, 
and these are the things that were in it. 
Saw Mr. Weare put it in himself. He 
dined at his chambers. He had two 
chops between two and three o'clock. 
Did not expect him home that niglit. 
He said he was going out of town. He 
was expected back on the 'Tuesday fol- 
lowing. About three o'clock I got a 
hackney-coach from the Strand. At the 
Spotted Dog, in the Strand. It came up 
Holywell Street, with the horses' heads 
towards Charing Cross, by his orders. 
He went away about three o'clock, or a 
quarter after. A carpet-bag, a double- 
barrelled gun in a case, and a box coat, 
were put into the coach. Mr. Weare had 
a buff' waistcoat, and a new olive-coloured 
coat on. He pulled his watch out before 
he went. Knew it, I had seen it before. 
It was a gold watch, with a gold chain. 
[A chain was shown to witness.] It was 
exactly like this. [A knife was produced.] 
'This is Mr. Weare's knife. The watch 
had a double case, and was worked. He 
wore a steel chain round the neck to 
secure it. [Witness identified the clothes.] 

(To be continued.) 
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SINGULAR DISCOVERY OF A MURDERER. 

[RENCO.NTHE WITH THE NEGRO AND THE NEPHEW.] 

THE following relation of a negro's deed 
of blood and its lamentable results, with 
tlie remarkable manner in which the negro 
at length disclosed the truth, was found 
among the papers of the late Rev. John 
Jones, curate of Welwyn, Herts. 

March 29, 1763.—This evening,George 
Keate, Esq., of the Temple, being at Dr. 
Young's on a visit, gave us the following 
remarkable narrative, which he had from 
Mr. Pinckney, Chief Justice of South 
Carolina, and which Mr. P. had received 
from the captain of the ship, who brought 
tile negro, hereafter mentioned, from 
Carolina into England, the last time of 
kis coming over hither from thence; 
•lien he was taken up, in the presence 
of the said captain and all his crew. 

Whatever the occasion might be, this 

negro, some years before, put himself on 
board a ship setting sail for England. 
He was landed in one of the docks near 
London, and contracted with a poor, 
honest laundress in that neighbourhood, 
for washing his linen. This poor woman 
generally wore three rings on one of her 
fingers, and was reputed to have some 
little money, which the wretch of a negro 
observing, he resolved to murder her, and 
to take her property. She was a widow, 
and had only a nephew living with her 
in her little cottage. This nephew one 
evening got excessively drunk, and was 
carried home, and put into bed. The 
negro thought this a favourable opportu- 
nity for putting his villanous design into 
execution. He climbed to the top of the 
house, and, being totally stripped, got 
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into the cottage, tlu-ough tlie cliimney, 
went immediately up stairs, and entered 
the woman's bedchamber. lie soon mur- 
dered her, but not without her making a 
hard struggle for her life, and also some 
noise; which awaking the nephew in the 
next room, forced him to get up in order 
to save his aunt. But, before he could 
get himself ready, the villain, having 
choked the woman and cut off her ring 
finger, flew to liis apartment. Being a 
strong young man, he grappled with the 
murderer a considerable time; and the 
moon that night shining in bright at 
the window, discovered the colour of the 
villain, whom tlie poor ignorant creature 
took to be the devil. The negro, at 
length, finding he could not get the 
better of his antagonist, though still much 
intoxicated, ran away from him, and 
speedily made his escape through tire 
chimney at which he had come in. The 
drunken man seeing this, and looking 
upon it as miraculous, declared, on the 
trial which he soon after underwent, that 
the devil in a moment flew up into the 
air, and he saw him no more. This sup- 
posed devil, in the scuffle, had besmeared 
the nephew's shirt in many places with 
the blood of his murdered aunt; the ap- 
pearance of which was deemed by the 
neighbours, the next morning, to be a 
sufficient evidence that he was the perpe- 
trator of the horrid deed. Accordingly, 
being taken before a magistrate and exa- 
mined, he was committed to prison, in 
spite of his repeated declarations of inno- 
cence, and his story of the devil, which 
nobody could beat out of his head. At 
his trial he was condenmed, and, soon 
after, executed; protesting his total igno- 
rance of the murder to the last, and 
throwing it wholly on his black antago- 
nist, whom he believed to be no other 
than Satan. 

'I'he negro, with his little booty, the 
price of blood, decamped as soon as he 
well could for Carolina; came back the 
next year, went thither again the year 
following, and so on for about nine years, 
being always uneasy whithersoever he 
went. 

At last, as Providence would have it, 
he came back for the last time to England, 
landing at Rotherhithe. As soon as he 
arrived, a press-gang advancing towards 
the ship alarmed his fears, and his guilty 
jnind  suggested  to him, that they were 

come to seize him for the abovementioned 
murder. He immediately cried out, that 
" vengeance had at last overtaken him, 
and that he was the person who had com- 
mitted the fact." Inquiry being made 
what fact, he confessed the whole; and 
that " he had, in effect, murdered two 
persons ; having despatched the aunt with 
his own hands, and been the cause of 
her nephew's death." He underwent the 
punishment he deserved. 

Thus guilt, especially the guilt of blood, 
often discovers itself suddenly, contrary 
to all human expectations. There is the 
secret hand of Providence in all such dis- 
closures. 

" Murder," as a great genius observes, 
" though it hath no tongue, will speak 
with most miraculous organ." 

MURDER OF WILLIAM WEARE. 
(Continuation of Chapter IV. from page 456.) 

THE next witness called was Thomas Cave, 
who was examined by Mr. Bolland.— 
Drove a hackney chariot for Mr. Beckett, 
in October last, for three weeks. Recol- 
lect taking up a gentleman at Lyon's Inn 
in that mouth. Did not take \ip more 
than one gentleman there in that month. 
Was called from the Spotted Dog by a 
young woman. Drove by her desire to 
Lyon's Inn. A shortish gentleman got 
in there. A carpet-bag and a gvm were 
put into the carriage. The gentleman 
put in the gun, and the girl the bag. 
Remember the week when this murder 
was committed. Cannot say wliether it 
was in that week, but it was about that 
time. Drove to Charing Cross, and from 
that place to Maddox Street, where the 
gentlemair got out. He got in again, and 
he then ordered me to drive up Welbeck 
Street to the New Road and along it to 
Cumberland Street. He then got out 
again. He came back to me with a tall 
gentleman in a rough coat. He paid me 
the fare, and took out his things. The 
two gentlemen went down Cumberland 
Street. It was then about half-past four. 
Some of the lamps were lighted, some 
not, for it was still daylight. 

Thomas Wilson, examined by Mr. 
Broderick.—Am a horse patrol. Was on 
the Edgware Road on the 24th of Octo- 
ber. Do not know John Thurtell. Mel 
two persons in a gig drawn by a roan 
grey, between the fifth and sixth mile- 
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itone from Tyburn. They were driving 
at a vevy furious rate. Should know the 
lorse again, but not the men. Pointed 
out the horse in Mr. Probatt's stable. It 
lad a very white face. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Andrews.— 
Ilie gig passed me quickly. It was about 
telf-past six or seven, but I had an oppor- 
lunity of seeing it well. Described the 
lorse as a roan grey to Mr. Clutterbuck, 
Mr. Stafford, the clerk at Bow Street, and 
llie gentlemen at the Secretary of State's 
office. Observed the gig. It was of a 
lark colour, but I cannot say what colour. 
Knew the horse which I saw was one 
which I was going to identify. Always 
aid it was a roan horse, and not an iron 
{rey. 

James Shepherd called, and examined 
ly Mr. Broderick.—Am an ostler at Mr. 
Cross's stables, VVhitcomb Street. The 
prisoner Hunt came to hire a gig on a 
Friday; the Friday before I heard of Mr. 
Weare's murder. It was a dark green 
jig. Hunt said it was going to Dartford. 
It was a roan horse, with a whiter face 
than the body. Saw the horse to-day. 
It is the same I saw on the Friday and 
Saturday in October. It is Mr. Probatt's, 
the livery-stable keeper. Hunt asked for 
isack, and where he could get one. I 
said, as he was going to Dartford he would 

one by Westminster Bridge. The gig 
only be hired from him, the horse from 
Probatt. He came back on the Saturday. 
He hired no gig on the Sunday. 

Stephen March, examined by Mr. Bol- 
land.—Lived as ostler to Mr. Probatt, the 
livery - stable keeper at Charing Cross. 
Know Hunt the prisoner. See him now. 
He hired the horse on a Friday, three 
days before I beard of Mr. Weare's 
murder. The horse was a dark roan. 
It was to go to Dartford. Took the 
horse to Cross's livery stables. It was 
to be put to a gig. Hired him another 
m a Sunday, a bay horse, and yellow 

Hunt did not say where it was 
going. He brought it back on Monday, 
about twelve o'clock. He said he should 
Want one about half-past three in the 
ifternoon. He asked for the same horse. 
The roan that he had on the Friday. He 
went away in the yellow gig about half- 
past three. He returned about half-past 
two in the morning. Looked at the gig, 
snd found it and the horse very dirty. 
There was a little blood at the bottom of 

the gig. The horse was a good deal dis- 
tressed, and the thong of the whip was 
three parts unravelled. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Andrews.— 
These gigs were all brought back by 
Hunt. 

Benjamin Coxwell. Am shopman to 
Mr. Bow, Pawnbroker, High Street, 
Mary-la-bonne. Sold a pair of pistols, 
similar to those presented to me, on the 
24th of October last. Sold also a key 
and a mould. Sold them to two strangers. 
One was tall and the other short. Asked 
1/. 17s. for them, and received 1/. 1.5s. 
Should not know the persons again. 

John Butler. Am an ostler at the Bald- 
faced Stag, half a mile from Edgware, on 
the London road. On Friday night, the 
24th of October, between six and seven, 
Mr. Probart came to the house in a horse 
and chaise. He stopped a few minutes, 
and went on towards Edgware. 

William Clarke, examined by Mr. Bol- 
land.—Am landlord of the White Lion, 
at Edgware. Know John Thurtell, whom 
I saw about twenty or thirty yards beyond 
the nine mile-stone on the Edgware Road. 
He was then driving very hard at the 
wrong side of the road, and be called out 
[The witness vised the ejaculation of whip- 
men who want to avoid contact on the 
road]. Heard his voice in this manner, 
and his horse was light faced. A short 
man was in the gig with him. On my 
return to my own house, I met Probart 
and Hunt, with a gig and a brown horse, 
at my own door. They had some brandy 
and water, and we began to talk of Thur- 
tell's private business. 

Mr. Bolland. That's enough, don't say 
what that business was. 

Witness resumed.—Hunt alighted at 
that time, and too'K some brandy at my 
bar; he also took out a newspaper, and, 
talking of Thurtell, said, " Look at that." 
They then went away. On the Sunday 
after, I met Mr. John Thurtell walking 
with Mr. Noyes. He loolted ill; I re- 
marked it, and he hinted that it was 
owing to the want of bail in the bank- 
ruptcy business. Hunt had large whis- 
kers on when I met him on the 24th, of 
October, but he had shaved them off be- 
fore he was taken. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Andrews.— It 
w.ls nearly dark at the time. Only saw 
one coach with the lamps lighted. I 
observed  the  chaise  in  which Thurtell 
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was, merely because of its being on the 
wrong side of the road. It was between 
quarter and twenty minutes past seven 
o'clock when I met Probart's gig. They 
stopped for a quarter of an hour. 

David White, the son of a corn-cliand- 
ler at Edgware, examined by Mr. Bro- 
derick.—Remember Probart coming to 
my father's house at seven o'clock, on the 
evening of the 24th of October, and pur- 
chasing some beans and oats. 

Cross-examined.—He did not seem to 
be in a hurry to get away. 

Stephen Probatt, examined by Mr. 
Broderick.—Keep the White Lion Inn 
at Charing Cross. The prisoner Hunt 
borrowed a horse of my son on the 24th 
of October, and had a bay horse on the 
Sunday. The horse which he borrowed 
on the Friday was a roan horse, and he 
bad it again on Monday. On the Mon- 
day I changed a five-pound note for 
Hunt, for the hire of the horse and gig, 
for which he paid II. 5s. A Mr. Reece 
was in my coffee-room. Hunt remarked, 
that he was a simg sort of a man, and 
ought to get a knock in the head. He 
afterwards pulled out a pistol, and said, 
" This is a good fellow to do business." 
[A pistol was produced.] Cannot say 
that that was the pistol. The roan horse 
was now in Hertford, and had conspicu- 
ously a white face. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Thessiger.— 
The conversation took place on the Satur- 
day. The horse had a white face. It 
might be in a joking sort of way that 
Hunt spoke of Mr. Reece. 

Robert Field was again called.—Knew 
Probart before October last. He came 
to my house, in a one-horse chaise, with 
another person. The stranger was the 
size of the prisoner Hunt. The)' had five 
glasses of brandy in the gig. Probart 
said Hunt could sing. He did not sing, 
though asked even for a verse. They 
stopped about half an hour, or thirty-five 
minutes. Probart's horse was a good 
one. My house is about two hundred 
yards from Elstree. Saw the singing 
man on Monday, he was with another 
man. That man was the prisoner John 
Thurtell. They came to. my house at 
half-past five on the Monday. They 
remained quarter of an hour smoking a 
pipe. The horse was put to the gig near 
half an hour. Saw Hunt on the Tuesday 
at half-past three.    He came from  the 

direction of London. Gave the constable 
a sack and shirt on the 5th of November, 
which were in my possession from the 
time of the inquest. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Platt.—Knew 
the hour they were at my house, from 
people, who were also there, breaking 
up early. By my watch it was eleven 
minutes before nine. After five o'clock 
two coaches go from London to that part 
of the country; one from Smithfield, the 
other from Holborn. 

Richard Bingham, ostler at the White 
Lion, Edgware, examined by Mr. Bro- 
derick.—On the evening of the 24th of 
October last, about seven o'clock, a gig 
stopped at the White Lion, Edgware, with 
two gentlemen in it. One was short, and 
the other was tall. The short man had 
large dark whiskers with a sallow com- 
plexion. He was rather high in the 
cheek bones, and about thirty-four or 
thirty-five years old. They had a glass 
of rum and water. The tall gentleman 
had a light-coloured great coat; the short, 
a dark one. They had a bald-face horse. 
My master is Mr. Clarke, who had just 
then come home. Another gig came up, 
but I do not know who were in it. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Andrews.— The 
first gig had time to get on a mile or two 
before the other came up. It was a dark 
night. Whilst the first gig was there, I 
was baiting the horse. Neither of the 
men got out of the gig. 

Mary Maloney said, the description 
given of the short person, corresponded 
with that of Mr. Weare. 

James Freeman, examined by, Mr. 
Broderick.—.'Vra a labourer, living at a 
place called The Folly, near Gill's Hill 
cottage. Had occasion to go out on the 
24th of October, into Gill's Hill Lane, 
about eight o'clock, to meet my wife and 
take her home. Had a gate to go through 
from my house. The gate was about 
thirty poles from Probart's cottage. 
When I got into the lane, I saw two 
gentlemen in a gig, going from Probart's 
cottage towards Battler's Green. Heard 
the gig before I saw it. It came in the 
direction from Radlet, which would be 
past Probart's cottage. It stopped at an 
elbow of the lane, and one of the gentle- 
men got out. Spoke to one of them. 
The horse had a very white face. Have 
seen the horse in this town. It was 
shown to me by Probart.    Am sure that 
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is the very same horse I saw in the lane 
that night. When I left my cottage, the 
moon was not up, but it was a star-light 
night. Tlie moon rose afterwards be- 
tween eight and nine. Did not see 
enough of either of the men to be able 
to identify them. The one who jumped 
out had a light long great coat on. After- 
wards met my wife, and we went home 
together. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Platt.—Should 
not know the gig again. Could not tell 
the colour of it. It was not a yellow gig. 

Philip Smith, examined by Mr. Bro- 
derick.—Am a farmer living at Alden- 
ham. On the 24th of October I was on 
a visit at Mr. Charles NichoUs's, at Bat- 
tler's Green. Left Mr. Nicholls about 
ten minutes before eight o'clock. Had 
my wife and child with me. My wife 
and child were in a donkey chaise, and 
I was walking. Was going to a place 
called High Cross. Passed the corner 
of a lane leading to Gill's Hill. Know 
the spot where a person was supposed to 
be killed. In crossing the road that 
night, the nearest part I went to the spot 
was about two hundred and fifty yards. 
In going along I heard the wheels of 
some sort of a carriage, and then the 
report of a pistol or a gun. This attracted 
my attention, and I remarked upon it to 
my wife. In about a minute or two 
afterwards I heard groaning. I then 
stopped the donkey chaise. The groan- 
ing lasted about a minute or two. Did 
not go up to the spot from whence the 
sound proceeded, as my wife was alarmed. 

Cross-examined.—Was about two hun- 
dred and fifty yards from the spot where 
the supposed murder took place, at the 
time I heard the report. Was behind the 
chaise. 

Richard Haddis, examined by Mr. 
Holland.—Lived as servant with Probart 
of Gill's Hill Lane, on the 24th of Octo- 
ber last. He had a horse and gig. He 
had the horse two months before the 24th 
of October. It was a bay horse, of great 
power. On the 24th of October, I heard 
the wheels of a gig pass the cottage, at 
about a quarter after eight in the evening. 
Thought it was my master, but the gig 
passed on. About nine o'clock, there 
was a ring at the bell, which I answered. 
Found John Thurtell at the gate; he 
desired me to take charge of a horse and 
gig.    Observed the horse, which I have 

since seen.    It was an iron grey horse. 
From  the  position  in  which  tlie horse 
stood, I judged that the gig came from 
Battler's  Green.     After  giving  me the 
gig,  Thurtell said,  he  would  walk and 
strive to meet Probart.    Saw him on his 
return, after having walked in search of 
my master.    Was just going to throw a 
cloth over the horse,  and he told me not 
to mind it for a while.    Saw a gun poked 
out on each side  of the gig, under the 
leather.     On   the   Saturday  morning,   I 
lifted up a bag, which was on the ground. 
It was a carpet-bag.    Saw a box in the 
parlour.    [The articles were identified by 
witness.]    Mr.   Thurtell   desired   me   to 
take the box out of the parlour, and place 
it in the gig.   Thurtell was dressed in a 
light grej' coat.    In about three quarters 
of an hour my master returned.    He was 
accompanied by Tliurtell and Hunt, who 
were in a gig.    My master hung behind 
it.     Observed  some  spots  of  blood  on 
John Thurtell's great coat.    Am confi- 
dent  he  had  a  sponge   on   the  Friday 
night, and that he was sponging his coat. 
Tliink it was after supper.    Thurtell went 
out and got the sponge, and then asked 
whether there was any water.    He dab- 
bled about with the sponge in the water. 
My master came to me in the stable, and 
asked  for the lantern.    Hunt,  Thurtell, 
and my master then went out.   They took 
the   direction   of   Battler's   Green.     My 
master said he was going to NichoUs's. 
They returned in about three-quarters of 
an  hour.    Heard  one of them,  as  they 
passed, tell Susan to di-ess the pork chops. 
Went into the stable to do up the horses. 
John  Thurtell  and   Hunt  came  to  me 
there.    Believe John Thurtell  was em- 
ployed brushing his coat.    They remained 
a short time, and seemed to go  into the 
house.     Rubbed   down   the   horses,   and 
went  into   the   kitchen.     Probart  came 
there  to look for a bottle  of rum, which 
was kept in a large safe.    Went into the 
parlour by order of my master,  to ask 
what o'clock  it was,   and  Thurtell  pro- 
duced  a  watch   without  a  chain.    Mrs. 
Probart said,  it was awkward to have a 
watch without a chain.    Got to bed at 
twelve o'clock.    Rose on Saturday morn- 
ing about six o'clock,  to look  after  the 
horse and fetch up the cow.    Saw Hunt 
and Thurtell in the kitchen after I fetched 
up the cow.    Hunt was sponging John 
Thurtell's coat on the table.    The coat 
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appeared to be sjjotted all over-.' Cleaned 
their boots, which were covered with fresh 
dirt. My master was walking about the 
garden in low spirits. On Sunday morn- 
ing I saw Hunt after he had come down. 
He was in dark coloured clothes. He 
went up stairs, and dressed himself. He 
seemed very decent. Saw Mr. Noyes on 
Sunday. Was sent on Sunday afternoon 
to Nicholls's, with a message. Saw some 
blood in Gill's Hill Lane, a good deal. 
Went in consequence of what I heard. 
On Monday morning, by Probart's direc- 
tions, I went to London along with Mr. 
Thomas Thurtell. It was in the gig. 
Hunt was with us. Having put John 
Thurtell down, we went to Tetsall's, 
where we stayed some time. Had no- 
thing to do in London. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Andrews.— 
Had often been up and down Gill's Hill 
Lane. It is so narrow, that it is almost 
impossible for a carriage, or even a gig, 
to turn. There is a heap of mud irv the 
corner, and that is the only place you 
can turn round in. In going to Battler's 
Green, I don't know that we must have 
passed Mr. Nicholls's house. When I 
came to Probart's gate, the horse's head 
was as if it came from Battler's Green. 
We must have passed very near, within 
two or three hundred yards of Nicholls's 
house, before we could turn. Between 
Nicholls's house, and where the road 
turns off, there is a good bit of road; a 
smartish bit. To turn round, we must 
have gone thereabouts. Have been asked 
by different persons -five or six times about 
the sponging. Always said I could not 
be sure of it. Cannot exactly say, but I 
think it was about seven o'clock on Satur- 
day morning that I saw Probart first. 
Don't know of my master's going out 
early on that morning at all. Had known 
Thurtell to sleep one or two nights on the 
sofa in the parlour, before the Friday. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Thessiger.—It 
was Probart who told me to go to town 
with Mr. Thurtell. He said that he had 
no occasion any more for nie, and that 
Thurtell would provide me with a situa- 
tion. 

By the Court.—Knew all about the 
rooms of the house, and can eay where 
persons slept in it. It was about a fort- 
night before, that John Thurtell had been 
there, and then he had a bed there. 

Susan  WoodrofTe  having  been  called 

and sworn, Mr. Broderick was proceeding 
to examine her, when, it being now about 
nine o'clock, 

Mr. Justice Park interposed and ad- 
dressed the jury. In the suggestion he 
was about to make, he considered not his 
own convenience, but that of the gentle- 
men of the jury. By the law of England, 
he was not allowed to discharge the jury 
in criminal cases, and he was not enabled 
to allow them to return to their families 
until the case was finished. He was 
obliged to keep them together, though, 
no doubt, proper accommodation would 
be afforded them. But he was, for him- 
self, perfectly willing to go on to finish 
the case before they separated. If, how- 
ever, it was more convenient and agree- 
able to the jury to retire to what he hoped 
would be their night's rest, he had no 
doubt they would be furnished with proper 
accommodation. He (the judge) had no 
personal wish on the subject. He had 
been accustomed to bear fatigue of this 
kind, and he was willing to bear it. The 
foreman would consult with his brethren, 
and collect their wishes before they pfo- 
coeded to the examination of another 
witness. 

After a short consultation, the foreman 
said, the jury thought, that if they could 
be allowed to retire for an hour, to take 
refreshment, they could proceed with the 
trial. 

Mr. Justice Park. I have made up my 
mind never to agree to the pi-actice of 
retiring. Within my experience, when I 
was a young man, I have seen so many 
examples of fatal results from this prac- 
tice to the prisoners, and to the ends of 
justice, that I must resist the proposition. 

.A juryman suggested, that if they had 
some refreshment in the box they might 
proceed. 

Mr. Justice Par/c. To that I have not 
the least objection. The sheriff will, no 
doubt, attend to your wants, and in the 
mean time we will proceed with witness. 

John Harrington, examined by Mr. 
Bolland.—Am a labourer, living at Al- 
denham. Was at work with a man named 
Richard Hunt, in Gill's Hill Lane, on 
Saturday morning after the murder. Went 
to work about six o'clock, and about ten 
minutes after six two gentlemen passed 
me. Should know one of them again. 
The prisoner Thurtell is one of them. 
He was the tall one.   The other was a 
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short gentleman, pale, rather stout, and 
with light whiskers; he also had a white 
hat. They passed me about ten poles on 
the left hand, and then grabbled in the 
hedge. They seemed to me as if they 
had lost something, and wished to find it. 
About two minutes they stayed there, and 
then went three or four poles up on the 
right, and returned again towards Gill's 
Hill Lane. They spoke to my partner, 
Richard Hunt. It was the tall man, with 
a white hat, who said that last night he 
had been capsized out of his gig, and lost 
his penknife and a handkerchief. Don't 
know what Hunt, my partner, answered, 
nor did I hear what he said to my partner 
again. They then went away. After- 
wards Richard Hunt and I, about eight 
o'clock, when we had taken breakfast, 
walked up to the place where we had 
seen them grabbling, and there found a 
small penknife. 

By the Court.—That is the gig road 
towards Battler's Green, and that knife I 
gave to Mr. Charles NichoUs. That is 
the knife [identifying it]. When I found 
it,% was all over dirt. About ten o'clock 
I found a pistol. The knife was in the 
cart ruts. The pistol lay among the bram- 
bles of the bushes. [The pistol was pro- 
duced.] That is the pistol. Did not see 
whether it was covered with blood, but 
that is certainly the pistol. Afterwards 
I gave it to Mr. NicboUs. The knife 1 
speak of had two blades. One of them 
was broken, and was so when I picked it 
up. Wiped the blood off before I gave 
it to Mr. Nicholls. The pan of the pistol 
looked as if the pistol had been fired off. 
The cock was down just'as it is now. 
Mr. Nicholls came by at the time, and 
told me to go on with my work. He 
was in company with me when I found 
it. Mr. Niclioils called me up to that 
spot where 1 had observed the marks of 
two men who had been tumbling about. 
There was a very large hole through the 
hedge, and a good deal of blood about. 
Could not see whether it had the appear- 
ance of anything having been drawn 
through it. A gig could not turn where 
the blood was. It must go to the end of 
the lane, which was about fifty poles oif. 
About eleven o'clock on the same morn- 
ing, the same persons passed by in a gig, 
going to Battler's Green. It was an iron- 
grey horse. Am sure they were the same 
persons.    Know Probart now ; I did not 

then. Saw him on that day about twelve 
o'clock. He had a large dog with him, 
and came straight down the lane. He 
wished me good morning, and told me it 
was a good job I had done in mending 
the road.    I said I was glad of it. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Andrews.—The 
gig might have turned before it came to 
Mr. NichoUs's house, but it must be near 
it.' Had never seen either of the two 
persons before. 

Richard Hunt was then called, when 
Thurtell addressed the court. " My lord," 
said he, " I must pray you again to speak 
to the gentlemen of the jury on the sub- 
ject which you have before mentioned ; 
namely, the propriety of postponing far- 
ther proceedings till to-morrow." 

Mr. Justice Park. Let us go on with 
the remainder of the case for the prose- 
cution ; I see many reasons why we should; 
and then, if you state that yon cannot con- 
veniently go on with your defence, I will 
take it on myself to adjourn the court. 

Richard Hunt, examined by Mr. Bro- 
derick.—Was with Harrington in Gill's 
Hill Lane on Saturday, the 25th of Octo- 
ber. Know no more than he does. Saw 
the two men passing through the lane. 
Should know them; the two gentlemen 
sitting there are they, I think [pointing 
to the two prisoners]. One of them 
entered into conversation, and said he 
was capsized out of a gig. One of them 
had on a white hat, the side bulged in; 
the otiier, a black one. 

William Bulmer, examined by Mr. 
Bolland.—Am a labourer. Was wroking 
in Probart's garden in October last. On 
the morning after the murder, about six 
o'clock, I saw two persons walking in that 
garden. The tallest of the tw'o had on a 
while hat.    They went towards tlie house. 

George Nicholls. Know Probart. Nei- 
ther Probart nor any of his friends came 
to me on the night of the murder. On 
Monday a labourer delivered a knife and 
a pistol to me, which I afterwards handed 
over to Simmons, the officer. It was 
bloody. On Monday evening I observed 
what appeared like brains about the bar- 
rel of the pistol. Probart came to my 
house on Monday. Something passed 
between us respecting what happened in 
the lane. 

John Pidcock. Am a surgeon. Was at 
the Artichoke, at Elstree, when the body 
of Mr. Weare was there.   Took the shawl 
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from off the neck. Saw a sack over tlie 
shawl. Saw the body first at the Arti- 
clioke. When the sack was taken from 

, the body I found a liandkerchief, which I 
deUvered to Simmons, the officer. The 
body was quite naked. 

John Fleet. Am assistant to Mr. John- 
son, the messenger. On the 24th of 
October, I was at the Cock public-house, 
in the Haymarket, acting officially imder 
a commission. Hunt came there in a 
gig, about half-past four in the afternoon. 
He delivered a note to me, which I have 
destroyed. John Thurtell lived at the 
Cock. Have seen him living there. 
Know the room he occupied; it was 
No. 10. The contents of the note were, 
" Have the goodness to give Mr. Hunt 
my great coat and red shawl, which you 
will find in a closet at No. 10." Went 
to the room, took the things ont, and 
brought them down, and gave them to 
Hunt. The shawl produced is something 
like that I gave to Hunt. Do not know 
the hand-writing of the note. 

Caroline Williams. Was servant at the 
Cock, which was kept by Thomas Thurtell. 
His brother, John Thurtell, lodged there. 
He had a shawl like the one produced. 

Lucy Slater. Was a servant at the Cock. 
John Thurtell lodged there. Have seen 
him use a shawl similar to the shawl 
produced. 

John Marshall. Am a gunsmith in 
London. Know the gun produced. Saw 
it last a twelvemonth ago. Saw it at Mr. 
Weare's chambers, in Lyon's Inn. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Andrews.—It 
is at least a twelvemonth since I saw it. 

William Blakesleij, In October I lodged 
at No. 9, King Street, Golden Square, the 
residence of the prisoner Hunt and his 
wife. Remember Mr. Hunt coming home 
on the 27th of October, in a single horse 
chaise. Saw him take out a carpet-bag 
filled with things; a gun with a dark 
case, similar to that produced; a dressing 
case, similar to that on the table. They 
were carried into his apartments. There 
were also some coats. 

John Upson. Am an officer. Took the j 
prisoners from Iiondon to Watford. We 
came in two gigs. At Watford, the next 
morning, a conversation took place be- 
tween me and Thurtell, about Hunt's 
confession. Made use of no previous 
promise or threat. In the course of the 
conversation about Hunt's confession, I 

asked Thurtell what he did with the 
watch, and he told me that he threw it 
away in a place among some trees where 
there were some palings. This is the 
account he gave me. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Thessiger.— 
When we were at Watford, Hunt gave 
me an order for the things to be given 
up, and told me where they were to be 
found. 

John Foster. Am a constable at Rick- 
mansworth. Had Thurtell in my custody 
at the Plough, on the 30th of October. 
He made a communication to me. Made 
use of no previous promise or threat. He 
said that Hunt was a rascal for nosing 
him so; that he (Thurtell) would not do 
so to him (Hunt), particularly after he 
(Thurtell) had offered the watch for sale 
in Hunt's name, and as his property. 
He said he was offered no more than 251. 
for it, thougli it was worth 60^. 

The jury here signified their willing- 
ness to accede to the prisoner's request to 
adjourn; and Mr. Justice Park adjourned 
the court to the following morning. 

On the return of the prisoners to tlieir 
cells they were furnished with every 
necessary refreshment, for which they 
expressed becoming gratitude. 

The jurj' were accommodated witli beds 
in the large room of the court-house. 
After leaving the court, they dined to- 
gether, being provided with refreshment 
sent over from the Salisbury Arms. 

From the commencement of the pro- 
ceedings in December, up to the present 
time, the prisoners Thurtell and Hunt 
had not spoken to each other; on the 
contrary, so strong a degree of hostility 
towards his former associate seemed to 
influence the mind of Thurtell, that Mr. 
Wilson, the gaoler, deemed it prudent to 
obtain an assurance from him that he 
would offer no violence toward his fellow- 
prisoner. On their return, however, to 
the gaol, at the close of the first day of 
the trial, this feeling suddenly subsided, 
and the prisoners not only shook hands 
with apparent cordiality, but continued 
in familiar and friendly conversation for 
some time. 

(To be continued.) 
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REMARKABLE PRESERVATION. 

[THE IWRMER UEING ATTACKED.] 

THE account of the following providential 
occurrence, transcribed from vol. vii., p. 
487, of the Encyclopoedia Perthensis, is 
so well attested, that none who are ac- 
quainted with the nature of moral evi- 
dence can entertain the smallest doubt 
of its authenticity. The case furnishes 
one of many proofs of a special Provi- 
dence, the idea of which is so apt to be 
contemned. 

In June, 1752, Mr. Robert Aikenhead, 
farmei- in Denstrath, of Arnhall, in the 
Mearns, about five miles north of Bre- 
chin, and seven miles from Moutrose, 
went to a market called Tarrenty Fair, 
where he had a large sum of money to 
receive. His eldest son, Robert, a boy 
between seven and eight years of age, 
was sent to take care of the cattle, and 

happening to lie down upon a grassy 
bank before sunset, fell asleep. Although 
the boy had never been far from home, 
he was immediately carried in his imagi- 
nation to Tarrenty Market, whence, as 
he dreamed, his father, after receiving 
the money, set out on his return home, 
and was followed all the way by two ill- 
looking fellows, who, when he had got to 
the western dykes of Ignis Mauldy, and 
little more than a mile from home, at- 
tacked and attempted to rob him. Where- 
upon the boy thought he ran to his assist- 
ance, and when he came within gun-shot 
of the place called out some people who 
were going to bed, who put the robbers 
to flight. He immediately awoke in a 
fright, and, not waiting to consider whether 
it was a vision or reality, ran as fast as he 

30 
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cotdd to the place he had dreamed of, 
and had no sooner reached it than he 
saw his father in the very spot and situa- 
tion he had seen in his dream, defending 
himself with his stick against the assas- 
sins. He therefore immediately realized 
his own part of the visionary scene, by 
roaring out "Murder!" which soon brought 
out the people, who, running up to iVIr. 
Aikenhead's assistance, found him victor 
over one of the villains, whom he had 
previously knocked down with a stone, 
after they had pulled him off his horse, 
but almost overpowered by the other, who 
repeatedly attempted to stab him with a 
sword; against which he had no other 
defence than his stick and his hands, 
which were considerably mangled by 
grasping the blade. Upon sight of the 
country people, the villain who had the 
sword, ran off; hut the other, not being 
able, was apprehended and lodged in gaol. 
Meantime there was no small hue-and- 
cry after young Robert, whose mother, 
missing him, and finding the cattle among 
the corn, was in the utmost anxiety, con- 
cluding that he had fallen into some 
water or peat moss. But her joy and 
surprise were equally great, when her 
husband returned with the boy, and told 
her how miraculously both his money and 
his life were preserved by his son's dream. 
To those who deny the existence of a 
God, (adds the writer,) or the superin- 
tendence of a Divine Providence, the 
above narrative will appear as fabulous 
as any in Ovid. To those who measure 
the greatness and littleness of events, by 
the arbitrary rules of human pride and 
vanity, it may perhaps appear incredible, 
that such a miracle should have been 
wrought for the preservation of the life 
of a country farmer. But all who found 
their opinions upon the unerring rule of 
right and truth, which assures us that a 
sparrow cannot fall to the ground without 
the permission of our heavenly Father— 
who know that in the sight of him with 
•whom there is no respect of persons or 
dignities, the life of the greatest monarch 
on earth, and that of the lowest of his 
subjects, are of equal value—will laugh at 
such silly objections, when opposed to well, 
attested facts. That the above is one, 
could be attested upon oath, were it 
necessary, by Mr. and .Mrs. Aikenhead, 
from whom the writer had all the particu- 
lars above narrated. 

MURDKR OF WILLIAM WEARE. 
CHAPTER V. 

.AT eight o'clock in the morning of the 
second day of the trial the door of the 
court-house was opened, and the court 
was instantly thronged. The expectation 
thatThurtell would commence his defence 
upon the opening of the court, was the 
great excitement. 

At nine o'clock, Mr. Justice Park took 
his seat on the bench, and all the wit- 
nesses for the prisoners, (except Mr. 
Wadeson, who was to be first called,) 
being ordered out of court, the following 
additional evidence for the crown was 
taken; Mr. Justice Park examining both 
the witnesses himself. 

Jolin Ruthven, the Bow Street ofBcer, 
deposed—I know Conduit Street, Hanover 
Square. Think Tetsall's house is on that 
side of Conduit Street that is in the parish 
of St. George, Hanover Square. Whit- 
comb Street is also in the county of Mid- 
dlesex. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Andrews.—-Had 
Probart in custody at Mr. Nicholson's, 
at Gill's Hill, on the Tuesday. He was 
not in my care while the coroner's inque.st 
was sitting. He had not at that time 
expressed a wish that I should convey 
any message to the coroner or magistrates. 
Subsequently told him that if he had any 
such wish, I should convey it, as he said 
that he wished to explain something. 1 
said that was no answer, and wished hini 
to say directly what message I should 
convey. He then said he wished to have 
communication with the magistrates. 
This took place two days after Hunt had 
made an acknowledgment. Before that, 
Probart denied all knowledge of the trans- 
action. 

Thomas Thurtell deposed—I observed 
that Hunt had on a suit of black clothes 
on the P'riday. He wore the same on 
the next day. Do not know whose they 
were. Know that he did wear some of 
my brother's clothes. Hunt was very 
badly off in the world, and had borrowed 
clothes from my brother, and money from 
me. Saw Hunt on the Sunday morning, 
wlien he had the same clothes on; but, 
after dinner, on the Sunday, he was better 
dressed. 

With this evidence the case for the 
crown closed, and Mr. Justice Park said, 
' John Thurtell, this is the time it be- 

comes your duty to make your defence." 
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A solemn pause ensued. Thurtell, who 
was standing forward in the dock, bowed 
respectfully, and in a low tone said a few 
words to Mr. Jay, his solicitor, who stood 
close to him. 

Mr. Jay. My lord, my client wishes to 
call his witnesses first. 

Mr. Justice Park. I cannot in my 
capacity attend, to wishes; I must abide 
strictly by the rules of the court. This, 
therefore, is the proper time for the 
prisoner making his defence. 

Thurtell then retrograded a few feet in 
the dock, and placing himself in an oblique 
direction towards the bench, and with his 
face to the jury-box, in a firm, sustained, 
and graceful attitude, addressed the court 
ill a lengthy speech, the principal parts of 
which we record, for the purpose of show- 
ing his ability, though it must be borne 
in mind that his address was in a great 
measure composed by Mr. ,Tay. 

" My lord, and you, gentlemen of the 
jury,'under the pressure of greater diffi- 
culties than, perhaps, it has ever before 
fallen to the lot of man to sustain, I now 
appear before you to vindicate my charac- 
ter and preserve my life. But, appalling 
as are these difficulties, I have been sup- 
ported under the impression that the hour 
would arrive when I should be enabled 
to defend myself in a land of liberty 
and fairness, before that tribunal which 
the free institutions of my country have 
awarded to the accused; namely, an en- 
lightened court, and a jury of twelve 
fellow-subjects, uninfluenced by prejudice 
and unawed by power. 

" I have been represented by that public 
press, which carries on rapid wings to the 
extremity of the land either benefit or 
curses, as a man the most depraved, the 
the most habitually profligate, the most 
gratuitously cruel, that has appeared in 
modern times. I have been represented 
as a murderer, who had perpetrated his 
crime with greater atrocity, and under 
circumstances of more premeditated 
malice, than any that has hitherto 
been heard of in the sad catalogue of 
criminals. I have been stigmatized as 
a callous, cruel, heartless, remorseless, 
prayerless villain, who had seduced his 
friend into a sequestered path, in order 
the more securely to despatch him. I 
have been described as a viper, who had 
nestled in the bosom of my victim with 
the preconcerted intention of striking a 

surer blow—as a monster who, having 
committed a deed of horror, at which our 
comuion nature recoils, and humanity 
stands aghast, endeavoured to extinguish 
the upbraidings of conscience in the 
tumults of debaucher)'. These have 
been the descriptions given of me, not 
alone daily, but 1 may say hourly, by the 
public journals, and communicated from 
one extremity of the kingdom to the 
other. 

" You, gentlemen, have no doubt read 
them; I will not say that you have been 
influenced by them ; but it would exact 
too much from the common virtue of 
human nature to suppose that men could 
entirely divest themselves of impressions 
so successively repeated, or that they 
could dispossess themselves of those feel- 
ings— those creditable feelings, I will 
say—which such statements, if justified, 
were calculated to excite. But I feel 
satisfied, gentlemen, that, as far as it is 
possible, you come to this investigation 
with iTiinds unbiassed, and judgments un- 
affected, by the atrocious slanders which 
have been published against me. I feel 
assured that you will decide as becomes 
the character of that sacred office with 
which you are invested. 

" Guilt of such a complexion as that 
imputed to me is not the custom of this 
land ; it must have sprung from an innate 
principle, which must have advanced to 
maturity by a continued practice in crime. 
It must have ' grown with my growth, 
and strengthened with my strength ;' but 
you shall hear from men of the most 
unblemished reputation, of the most un- 
impeachable veracity, that at least there 
was a period of my life when the bosom 
of him who now stands before you as an 
accused murderer, th.robbed with the most 
gentle and kindly feelings of afi'ection and 
symijathy, and that my faults were those 
of an improvident generosity and an 
unsuspecting confidence. Beware then, 
gentlemen, of preconceived opinions ; oh, 
beware of an anticipated verdict! Be- 
lieve not, that the years of a no very 
lengthened existence have perverted those 
natural feelings of benevolence; and in- 
deed nature must have taken a refluent 
course in my heart, if these qualities of 
early life were succeeded by vices which 
only demons could feel; rather do me 
ihe justice to believe, that they are the 

j .danderous   imputations  disseminated   by 
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that press which was wont to be tlie 
shield of innocence, but which, in my 
case, and in the want of other intelligence, 
has pandered to the worst feelings of our 
nature. 

" Gentlemen, my entrance into life was 
under circumstances the most auspicious; 
I was reared by a kind, affectionate, and 
religious mother, who taught my lips to 
utter their first accents in praise of that 
Being, who guides the conduct of your 
hearts and the learned judge upon the 
bench. IMy youthful steps were directed 
by a father, conspicuous for the posses- 
sion of every good quality, but, above all, 
for his unaffected piety. On leaving my 
parental home I entered the service of 
our late revered monarch, who was em- 
phatically styled the father of his people. 
For years I had the honour of holding 
his commission, and served under his 
colours; and I may justly take the credit 
to assert, that I never disgraced the one, 
nor tarnished the other. I have done my 
country some service; I have fought and 
bled for her, and in her cause have never 
feared to draw the steel against an open 
foe, against my country's enemy. But to 
raise the assassin's arm, and that too 
against an tmsuspecting friend! believe 
it not; it is horrid—it is monstrous^it 
is incompatible with every feeling of my 
heart and every habit of my life. 

" Amongst the numerous other vices 
attributed to me, it has been said that I 
have been what is termed a sporting man, 
a gambler. To that accusation, with a 
true penitence of heart, I plead guilty. 
I was a gambler some time past; but 
three years have now elapsed since I 
entered a gaming-house, or was present 
at a horse-race, or other sporting exhibi- 
tion ; but even had the charge been true, 
had I continued the practice, I am yet to 
learn vvliy such a vice is unpardonable 
in me; why I am to be thrust out of 
the pale of society for the practice, when 
half tlie nobility set the example, and the 
most enlightened statesmen liave been my 
apologists. True, too true, I have been 
a gambler, but an unfortunate one! My 
afflicted family have been the only suf- 
ferers, and mj'self the only victim. I 
feel that I labour under great disabilities, 
but you know from that authority that 
never errs, that the human heart is de- 
ceitful above all things. Beware, then, I 
repeat, in the discharge of your sacred 

duty, of preconceived impressions, beware 
of an anticipated verdict! 

" It has been the remark of one of the 
sages of antiquity, that no man starts 
decidedly wicked; and though I fear it 
will be too long a trespass on your atten- 
tion, yet I am compelled, by the circum- 
stances in which I am placed, to lay 
before you the details of my past life, 
calling upon you to extend to my conduct 
the benefit of such a truth. I fear it may 
be tiresome, but calumniated and charged 
as I am, wliat bosom can refuse tlie sigh, 
what eye can deny a tear? Thougli my 
pencil were dipped in the hues of heaven, 
it were still impossible to portray the 
feelings that at this moment actuate me. 
Wlien you, who are to decide on my fate, 
carry in your minds the great hazard in 
which I stand; when you reflect upon 
the state of feeling which must accompany 
a mind for a long time ill at ease; when 
it is recollected tliat I have been grossly 
injured by those from whom I had a right 
to expect kindness, you will, I am sure, 
feel disposed to pity the sufferer, and for- 
give his ramblings. 

" The close of the last war, which shed 
a brighter lustre than ever before beamed 
on the glories of our common parent 
land, cast a shadow on my fortunes. 
Having ceased to be actively employed 
in military service, I unhappily was in- 
duced to enter into the commercial world. 
I entered it under the influence of those 
feelings which the habits of a soldier's 
life had strengthened, but which were 
hostile to my commercial pursuits as they 
were congenial with my military attach- 
ments. 1 considered my commercial con- 
nexion in the same light as I was wont 
to view a military mess, and my fellow- 
dealers as brother officers. I laid myself 
bare to the claims of the avaricious and 
unfortunate; I relieved the distresses of 
the one, and was injured b}' the designs 
of the other. No fortune was competent 
to sustain this double drain to which it 
was subjected. I became a bankrupt! 
My solicitor, who had been my earliest 
friend, the friend of my bosom, became 
a traitor, and I found him, in the hour of 
my embarrassment, in the ranks of my 
bitterest enemies. 

" From the examination of my affairs, 
I had reasons to form the most confident 
grounds of re-establishment. I had hoped 
to  re-assume  my  station — to be  again 
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restored to the respect of my connexions— 
to be again in possession of that self-esteem 
which I value above all; but a baleful 
influence intervened. Too, too frequently, 
alas, does the over-reaching avarice of 
one, running counter to the feelings and 
interests of the other creditors, destroy 
for ever the prospects of the unhappy 
debtor: such was my misfortune. Thomas 
Osborne Springfield was my assignee. I 
had prociu'ed the signature of some credi- 
tors, and the promises of almost the whole, 
to obtain a supersedeas of the commission 
of bankruptcy ; but when I thought the 
winter of my fortune had passed away, 
and that the blossoms of hope were ripen- 
ing, a chilling frost came to blight them. 
My principal creditor demanded 300/. for 
his signature; in this demand he was 
backed by my own solicitor, who was 
also his. I spurned the dishonourable 
offer, and in so doing was cut olf from 
the prospect of retrieving my fortune, and 
cast upon the world, the dupe of many, 
and despised by all. 

" My brother, Thomas Thurtell, shortly 
after arrived in London, and, availing 
himself of my assistance, embarked in 
the silk trade. His warehouse was acci- 
dentally destroyed by fire—accidentally, 
I repeat, as has been proved by the deci- 
sion of a jury, at a trial at which the 
learned judge who sits on the bench pre- 
sided ; and yet this calamity was made 
the occasion of an attempt to fix on me 
the crime of removing fraudulently the 
goods—those goods which the verdict of 
a jury had decided to have been destroyed 
by an accidental fire. 

" I have, my lord, perhaps given too 
free an expression to my feelings, but 
borne down as I have been by calumny 
and falsehood, the victim of accumulated 
slanders, it is impossible to confine myself 
to very measured language— 
' The flesh will quiver where the pincers 

tear, 
The blood will follow where the knife is 

driven.'" 
After referring to the accusation brought 

against him by Mr. Woods, a supposed 
rival in the affections of Miss Noyes, 
the prisoner emphatically exclaimed— 
" When, I ask, gentlemen, did it ever 
before happen to a British subject, to be 
called to answer for his life under such 
an accumulation of unfounded calumnies, 
such a mass of obloquy?   When has it 

ever before occurred, that the very actions 
of a man's life, which, if truly known, 
would have redounded to his credit, have 
been, by a strange perversion, construed 
into proofs of guilt? and by that press, 
too, which ought to be the shield of in- 
nocence, the avenger of oppression, the 
detector of falsehood, and, above all, the 
strongest support of that best security of 
English liberty—Trial by Jury! 

" Towards me, the very order of nature 
has been reversed. The few days of my 
late misfovtuncshave thrown alivid shadow 
over the glories of days long past. The 
actions of my life have been misrepre- 
sented—every kind of connexion and en- 
gagement which I might have formed, 
lias been ransacked to supply the maga- 
zine of slander. You have been told, 
that even in the day of glory, when the 
battle's rage had ceased, and the peril of 
the conflict was over, the vanquished, 
unoffending,  yielding—nay,  supplicating 
foe"    [Here  the  prisoner's  feelings 
overcame him, but he soon resumed his 
wonted firmness, and proceeded] " You 
have been told, I say, that the yielding, 
vanquished, supplicating foe, has fallen 
in cold blood beneath my cowardly steel; 
that, not satisfied with the blood of my 
victim, I coolly set to plunder his person. 
Nay, more; that, with a folly only to be 
equalled by the atrocity of such an act, 
I subsequently boasted of the ruffianly 
barbarity as the exploit of a soldier! Is 
there an English officer, is there an English 
soldier, or an Englishman, whose heart 
would not revolt at such a dastardly deed 
of cold-blooded cruelty ? Better, far better 
had it been, ere I had seen this day, that 
I had fallen in honourable conflict, sur- 
rounded by my brave companions, after 
having assisted with my arm 

' To turn the tide of battle!' 
than thus to be borne down, the object 
of unrelenting malignity. I should have 
been covered with honourable dust. My 
family might then, while mourning for 
my loss, have blessed my memory, and 
the glory of such a death would have 
rolled its fires into the fountain of their 
sorrows! 

" Before, my lord, I proceed to read 
the remarks on the evidence which has 
been offered in support of the conspiracy 
against me, I take the liberty to return 
my sincere thanks to the high sheriff and 
the magistrates of this county, for their 
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kindness and attention towards me. I 
cannot allow the present opportunity to 
pass without expressing my regret that 
any misunderstanding should have arisen 
between the Rev. Mr. Lloyd and one of 
my solicitors. 1 hope and trust that all 
angry feelings have now subsided, and 
that the bonds of amity are ratified. To 
the Rev. Mr. Franklin, the chaplain of 
the prison, I owe my acknowledgments 
for Ids unremitting attentions, and his 
virtuous exertions to inspire me with the 
awful truths of religion. His exertions 
to awaken me to such considerations 
have trebly armed me to meet with firm- 
ness the trial of this day. Though last, 
not least, allow me to mention Mr. Wil- 
son, the governor of the prison, whose 
fatherly conduct I can never forget. 
Memory must be indeed extinct, and my 
heai-t cold for ever, when it ceases to beat 
for the prosperity of himself and family." 

The prisoner here paused, and drank 
a glass of w'ater. He then opened a 
paper containing written remarks on the 
evidence, which he read; such remarks 
having a bearing to destroy the effect of 
the chief points of evidence. 

" I will now, gentlemen," he said, " call 
your attention to the evidence in thiscase, 
which you will remark, instead of being 
clear, consistent, irresistible, is so far 
unlike the evidence usually adduced in 
support of so awful a charge, that it is 
contradictory, inconsistent, and derived 
from the mouths of persons who have 
been willing to save their own lives by 
any sort of falsehood or injustice towards 
others. 

" The first witness is Beeson. He has 
told you that there are several roads to 
Probart's cottage, so that the inference 
drawn from the circumstance of the gig 
being seen with the head from Battler's 
Green is now done away. He also men- 
tions, that he went out to search for the 
body, and that those who sought were 
utterly at a loss for it till they were told 
where it was by Hunt. Hunt could in- 
form them wdiere the body was, and why 
could he do so, but because he had de- 
posited it himself. Beeson also told you 
that one person could not have thrown 
the body into the pond where it was 
found. Now, what proof, I shall ask you, 
is there that the body ever was, as has 
been alleged, in Probart's pond? None 
but the evidence of Probart.    I shall lay 

before you, at tlie proper time, what 
appears to me to he a view of the pro- 
babilities of this part of the case. There 
was also, Beeson tel's you, a large pond 
near the sn)all one in which the body 
was found. Who could have chosen the 
smaller pond but a person acquainted 
with the country? Who could possibly 
have known that the larger pond was 
sometimes dry, and the small one not? 
Who but Probart himself? It appeared, 
in an answ er given to a judicious question 
of the learned judge, that both the sack 
in which the body was enveloped, and 
the cold with which it was tied, were 
bouglit by Hunt. 

'• Passing over the evidence of Field 
and Upson as immaterial, the next evi- 
dence is that of Rexv.-orthy. Rexworthy, 
you must recollect, is, from his own 
account, a gambler, and a supporter of 
gamblers; but his evidence, if worthy of 
any consideration at all, contains no fact 
that is material against me. 

" The next witness who bears upon the 
case is Ruthven, who produces some of 
the articles found in the room at Tefsall's 
when I was apprehended; but there is 
no proof that these articles are mine. I 
never wear white neckcloths; I have not 
worn a white neckcloth for two years till 
this da)'. You have been told there was 
another person in the same room with 
ms. Now, let me ask you whether it was 
prudent on my part, if I had done the 
act with which 1 am charged, to suffer 
another person to be in my room, and 
have thus allowed him an opportunity 
of discovering my guilt? Mr. Sinjmons 
produced a red shawl handkerchief, which, 
being proved to have been worn by Hunt, 
proved nothing against me. 

" I now come to the only evidence 
which at all connects me with the crime 
committed—the evidence of the only man 
whose testimony points at me. And who 
is he? what is he? He is himself the 
murderer. Is it credible that he would 
have introduced me, just hot from sla\igh- 
tering, to his wife ? Where was the mur- 
der committed? A quarter of a mile from 
his own house. Where was the body 
found? In his own pond. Who took it 
there? Himself. AVho took me to Tet- 
sall's? Probart. He gives here the true 
account respecting the 10/., but he gave 
a different one before the coroner and 
the   magistrates.    Is  such  a  man to be 
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believed ? Before you doom a fellow- 
creature to an ignominious death, I con- 
jare you to weigh well the statements of 
Hunt and Prohart. 

" Gentlemen, are you to consign me to 
an ignominious death upon such evidence 
as this? Can you reconcile the difference 
between the statements of Hunt and 
Prohart? And yet these men have been 
running a race to be admitted as ap- 
provers—these men have put up their 
evidence to auction, hoping to find a 
bribe in proportion to the length of 
their consciences. The evidence of Pro- 
hart throughout clearly tends to show 
that the proposal of murdering Mr. 
Weave was familiar to liim. 

" It is in evidence that Prohart ad- 
vanced twenty shillings to enable Hunt 
to go down IJy himself. He clearly did 
not take him in his gig, and in going 
down Hunt was allowed to purchase a 
loin of pork, and pay for it with Probart's 
money. Is not this the conduct of men 
who were going on a joint business ? 
He said, I passed him four miles on the 
road, and he describes Hunt as having 
used some ambiguous remarks; and 1 
therefore believe that Hunt and Probart 
enticed iVlr. Weare near the fatal spot, 
and that I too was intended as their 
victim. I think it is clear that they had 
prepared themselves for this bloody busi- 
ness, by the quantity of brandy and water 
whicl) they got on the road. Probart tells 
you that Hunt and I were to sleep at 
his house. According to Mrs. Probart's 
account, there was not sufficient accom- 
modation for us. Why did he then invite 
me down? The motive is plain—why, 
in order to cast upon me the odium and 
the consequences of the guilty deed which 
lie and Hunt had meditated." 

After comparing the evidence of Pro- 
bart and his wife, he proceeded—" Gen- 
tlemen, I will not disgust you by many 
more remarks upon this cold-blooded act. 
I cannot lielp persuading myself, that 
the discrepancies I have already pointed 
out are quite sufficient to discredit such 
witnesses in your judgment; and I am 
sure, at least, j'ou will receive with great 
caution the testimony of such a man as 
Probart. Between him and Hunt you 
will bear in mind that there has been a 
struggle who should obtain the mercy of 
the crown. He has been admitted as an 
approver,  and  therefore  every word  of 

his testimony must be regarded with the 
strongest suspicion. You will observe, 
that after much prevarication, and after 
swearing in his examination in chief that 
he did not come down stairs on the Satur- 
day morning till after nine o'clock, he 
refuses to swear that it was so late as 
eight, although his servant boy swears it 
was hut seven. You will not fail to have 
remarked on the character of this witness. 
It was wrung from him by Mr. Andrews, 
that he had six or seven times been com- 
mitted by the commissioners under his 
bankruptcy, for perjury. You will not 
forget that he introduced Hunt to me, 
with an intention which is now too mani- 
fest. 

" The disgusting affectation with which 
Mrs. Probart gave her evidence, is quite 
sufficient to lay her credit under the 
strongest suspicion ; what faith can you 
put in the testimony of a female, who 
confesses that she put round her neck the 
gold chain which had been plundered 
from the murdered man; and that, after 
the sanguinary deed had been perpetrated, 
she called upon the blood-stained Hunt 
to sing her a song? You will recollect 
that this is the conduct of a woman who 
well knew that a murder had just been 
committed, and that the hand of the 
assassin, whom she called upon to sing, 
was still reeking with his victim's blood. 
The bare statement of this fact is suffi- 
cient to overwhelm her as a witness, and 
render her utterly unworthy of her sex. 
She says she saw two men bring a horse 
to take the body out of the back gate; 
that some digging took place on the spot; 
and that she saw the body carried out. 
She also details a long conversation in 
whispers between myself and her hus- 
band, which, she says, took place at the 
distance of a flight of stairs from one 
door to another. In answer to a question 
put by the learned judge, she says that 
this long conversation was after she had 
seen the digging, and yet her husband 
says that immediately after leaving the 
body he went to bed. 

" Is it not clear, gentlemen, that this 
whispering, pretended to have been over- 
heard, was a scheme settled between Pro- 
bart and !iis wife? I know not, but I 
believe most firmly, that the body never 
was in Probart's pond. From Mrs. Pro- 
bart's description of what is called the 
garden and yard-gate, you will see that 
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my statement is confirmed, as well also 
by the difference between her and her 
husband's statement, as to the bringing 
in of the body. I may here explain the 
circumstance of the supposed grave, by 
telling you that it was a potato field, and 
that the potatoes were taken away pre- 
viously to Probart's leaving the cottage. 

" The evidence of Probart is, that he 
left the Artichoke public-house eleven 
minutes before nine ; but Mr. Field says, 
that he left at a quarter past seven. 
Taking this statement to be true, it is 
clear that Probart and Hunt had time 
enough to go to the top of Gill's Hill Lane, 
and return to the Artichoke after they 
had perpetrated the murder, so as to 
enable them to throw the guilt upon the 
shoulders of any other person than their 
own. Can you believe, or can anybody 
believe, that Probart, without some in- 
quiry, would have left his companion 
Hunt, on a dark night, at nine o'clock, 
half a mile from his own cottage? Is that 
possible, or can you be so much imposed 
upon as to believe it? No; I am satisfied 
you will not. I am satisfied you will 
consider this circumstance as sufficient to 
overrule Probart's statement; and with- 
out that there is no evidence to support 
the charge against me. 

" My lord, and gentlemen of the jury, 
I ought to rejoice that the circumstances 
on which the prosecutors rely insupport 
of their case, afford the strongest proof 
of my innocence. The case for the pro- 
secution is founded entirely on circum- 
stantial evidence. I have demonstrated 
to you that the circumstances proved do 
not point at me, as being concerned in the 
perpetration of this murder. But, gentle- 
men, circumstantial evidence is at best 
but a fearful guide to human judgment. 
If human judgment is to be guided by 
circumstantial evidence alone, the greatest 
errors may be committed. Nothing can 
be more frail, more liable to deception 
and false conclusions, than mere circum- 
stances, which are at all times equivocal. 

" My Lord Hale, in his Pleas of the 
Crown, vol. ii., p. 200, says, I could never 
convict any person of murder or man- 
slaughter, unless evidence of the most 
satisfactory nature, respecting the body of 
the deceased, and the nature of the wound 
or wounds which had caused his death, 
should be produced in aid of the circum- 
stances supporting the accusation." 

After quoting cases to the point, chiefly 
from the Percy Anecdotes, he added— 

" And now, gentlemen, having read 
these cases to you, am I not justified in 
saying, that, unless you are thoroughly 
convinced that the circumstances before 
you are absolutely inconsistent with my 
innocence, I have a claim to your verdiet 
of acquittal. Am I not justified in pre- 
suming, that you may have arrived at 
the conclusion that all the circumstances 
stated might be true, and yet I be inno- 
cent? I am sure, gentlemen, you will 
banish from your minds any prejudice 
which may have been excited against me, 
and act upon the principle that every man 
is to be deemed innocent until he is proved 
guilty. Judge of my case, gentlemen, 
with mature consideration, and remember 
that my existence depends upon your 
breath. If you bring in a verdict of 
guilty, the law afterwards allows no mercy. 
If, upon a due consideration of all the 
circumstances you shall have a doubt, the 
law orders you, and your own consciences 
will teach you, to give me the full benefit 
of it. I implore you, gentlemen, to give 
my case your utmost attention. I ask 
not so much for myself, as for those 
respectable parents whose name I bear, 
and who must suffer in my fate. I ask 
it for the sake of that home which will 
be rendered cheerless and desolate by my 
death. Gentlemen, I affirm, those who 
know me best know that I am utterly 
incapable of an unjust and dishonourable 
action, much less of the horrid crime with 
which I am now charged. There is not, 
I think, one in this court who does not 
think me innocent of the charge. If 
there be—to him or them, I say, in the 
language of the Apostle, ' Would to God 
ye were altogether such as I am, save 
these bonds.' 

" Gentlemen, I have now done. I look 
with confidence to your decision. I hope 
your verdict this day will be such as you 
may ever after be able to think upon with 
a composed conscience ; and that you will 
also reflect upon the solemn declaration 
which I now make—So HELP ME GOD, I 
AM INNOCENT 

(To be continued.) 
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MURDER OF WILLIAM WEARE. 

[PROFILE OF THURTELL, TAKEN FROM A BUST AFTER EXECUTION.j) 

CONCLUDING CHAPTER. 
THURTELL having concluded his defence, 
witnesses were called on his behalf. These 
were, Mr. Samuel Wadeson, who would 
not believe Probart on his oath, unless 
his testimony was supported by other and 
credible evidence; Mr. Haydon ; Captain 
M'Kinlay, R. N.; and Mr. W. Walmsley. 

The prisoner Hunt was now asked by 
the judge if he had anything to say. 

Hunt. My lord, I have a defence to 
make, but from extreme anxiety of mind 
I do not feel myself competent to read it. 

Mr. Justice Park. Let the officer of 
the court read it. 

The defence of this prisoner was chiefly 
a recapitulation of the circumstances which 
led to his confession of the facts of which 

he had professed a knowledge; and an 
expression of the disappointment he had 
experienced in mercy towards him, though 
promised, having been set aside. 

A few minutes before twelve o'clock 
the learned judge proceeded to sum up 
the evidence to the jury. He minutely 
reviewed the whole case, dwelling upon 
the inconclusiveness of Probart's evidence, 
which was only to be rehed on when con- 
firmed by other testimony, and pointing 
out the conclusiveness of circumstantial 
evidence in general. 

The jury withdrew, and at about ten 
minutes before four returned into court. 
The foreman was so overcome that he 
could scarcely articulate the word "Guilty," 
and was some seconds before he recovered 
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himself sufficiently to deliver a similiar 
verdict as to Hunt. Thurtell heard the 
verdict without betraying the slightest 
emotion. 

A motion in arrest of judgment having 
been set aside, Mr. Justice Park passed 
sentence of death upon the prisoners, and 
the court broke up. 

From this period to the time of execu- 
tion the prisoners showed a penitent spirit, 
and occasionally sought consolation for 
their afflictions in prayer. 

On the last night Thurtell intimated an 
ardent desire that his late \Yretched asso- 
ciate (Hunt) should be allowed to pass 
the night in his apartment. 

Hunt, being at length introduced, was 
received by Thurtell with a strong mani- 
festation of cordiality. Thurtell took him 
by the hand, and said, " Joe, the past is 
forgotten. I stand on the brink of eter- 
nity, and we meet now only as friends. 
It may be your fate to lose your life as 
ignominiously as myself; but I sincerely 
hope the royal mercy will be extended to 
you, and that you will live to repent of 
your past errors, and make some atone- 
ment for the injuries which you have done 
to me or others. Although you have 
been my enemy, I freely forgive you." 

Hunt, who had entered the room with 
feelings bordering on apprehension that 
some unfortunate turn had taken place 
in his affairs, and that he was himself 
to suffer, was suddenly relieved by this 
address, and squeezing Thurtell's hand 
most vehemently he burst into tears; he 
then sat down by the fire, and Thurtell 
and he continued to pray, and to read the 
admirable works which were before them, 
until one o'clock. 

Thurtell had previously partaken of tea 
and a small portion of bread and butter, 
and occasionally during the night sucked 
an orange. Soon after one, he showed 
symptoms of fatigue, and laying himself 
on the bed he uttered a fervent prayer to 
the Almighty, for strength to meet his ap- 
proaching execution with the firmness of 
a man, and the resignation of a Christian. 
In a few moments afterwards he dropped 
into a profound sleep. Hunt continued 
to sit by the fire reading, but soon fell 
asleep on his seat. 

At half-past eleven o'clock on the morn- 
ing of execution, Thurtell and Hunt were 
conducted into the chiipel, where they 
were  met  by  Mr.  Nicholson;   and  the 

Rev. Mr. Franklin administered the sa- 
crament to them. 

Mr. Wilson and the prisoner Thurtell 
being left alone, Mr. Wi son said, " Now, 
Thurtell, as there is now no eye to witness 
what is passing between us but that of 
God, you must not be surprised if I ask 
you a question." Thurtel turned round 
and regarded him with a look of surprise. 
Mr. Wilson continued, " If you intend to 
make any confession, I think you cannot 
do it at a better period than the present." 
Thurtell paused for a few moments. Mr. 
Wilson then went on to say, " I ask you 
if you acknowledge the justice of your 
sentence. Thurtell immediately seized 
both Mr. Wilson's hands, and pressed 
them with great fervour within his own, 
and said, "I am quite satisfied. I forgive 
the world; I die in peace and 'charity 
with all mankind; and that is all I wish 
to go forth upon this occasion." Mr. 
Wilson next asked him whether he consi- 
dered that the laws of his country had 
been dealt to him justly and fairly; upon 
which he said, " I admit that justice has 
been done me—I am perfectly satisfied." 

When the clock was on the stroke of 
twelve, Mr. Nicholson (the under-sheriff) 
and the executioner ascended the plat- 
form, followed by Thurtell, who mounted 
the stairs with a slow but steady step. 
The principal turnkey of the gaol came 
next, followed by Mr. Wilson and two 
officers. After tying the rope round 
Thurtell's neck, the executioner drew a 
white cotton cap over his countenance, 
which did not, however, conceal the con- 
tour of his face, or deprive him entirely 
of the view of surrounding objects. After 
the lapse of a few seconds, during which 
every person seemed to be engaged in 
examining narrowly Thurtell's deport- 
ment, the under-sheriff gave the dreadful 
signal—the drop suddenly fell, and John 
Thurtell was launched into eternity! 
After hanging the usual time, the body 
was given up for dissection. 

The sentence of Hunt, as we have 
already stated, was remitted to transpor- 
tation. Prior to his quitting the country, 
he furnished the public with a statement, 
tending to show, if entirely true, that the 
repentance of Thurtell was not so deep as 
he had at times professed it. 

Prohart subsequentlj' met his fate at 
the gallows through horse-stealing. 
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