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Collection Summary
Title: Papers of Donald T. Giles
Span Dates: 1926-1982
Bulk Dates: (bulk 1941-1945)
ID No.: MSS84338
Creator:  Giles, Donald T., 1898-1983
Extent: 250 items; 8 containers; 2.8 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Repository:  Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Abstract: United States Navy officer. Correspondence, notebooks, photographs, and printed matter chiefly documenting
Giles's incarceration as a Japanese prisoner of war from 1941 to 1945.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online catalog. They are grouped
by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically therein.

Personal Names
Giles, Donald T., 1898-1983.
Giles, Donald T., 1924- --Correspondence.
Giles, Virginia Basil--Correspondence.

Organizations
United States. Navy--Officers.

Subjects
War crimes--Japan.
World War, 1939-1945--Guam.
World War, 1939-1945--Japan.
World War, 1939-1945--Medical and sanitary affairs.
World War, 1939-1945--Prisoners and prisons, Japanese.
World War, 1939-1945--Psychological aspects.

Locations
Shikoku Region (Japan)--History.
Zentsūji-shi (Japan)--History.

Related Names
Giles, Donald T., 1924- . Captive of the rising sun.

Occupations
Naval officers.

Administrative Information
Provenance:

The papers of Donald T. Giles, rear admiral and prisoner of the Japanese during World War II, were given to the Library of
Congress by the Naval Historical Foundation in 1998.

Processing History:

The papers of Donald T. Giles were arranged and described in 1999. The register was revised in 2007.

Papers of Donald T. Giles  2



Transfers:

Some photographs have been transferred to the Prints and Photographs Division where they are identified as part of the papers
of Donald T. Giles.

Copyright Status:

The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of Donald T. Giles is governed by the Copyright Law of the United States
(Title 17, U.S.C.).

Preferred Citation:

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, Papers of Donald T.
Giles, Naval Historical Foundation Collection, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Scope and Content Note
The papers of Donald Theodore Giles (1898-1983) span the years 1926-1982, with the bulk of the items concentrated in the
years 1941-1945. Correspondence, notebooks, photographs, and printed matter chiefly reflect the years Giles spent as a prisoner
of war during World War II. Giles, then a commander in the United States Navy, arrived on Guam on 7 May 1941 to become
the vice governor of the island and the executive officer of the naval station. When Guam fell to the Japanese on 10 December
1941, Giles, along with other military personnel and some civilians, was taken prisoner. In January 1942, the Japanese
transported Giles and the others to the prisoner-of-war camp at Zentsuji on the island of Shikoku and incarcerated them along
with British, Australian, and Dutch military personnel. The Americans were moved in 1945 to a prison camp at Roku Roshi
on the island of Honshu, where Giles was liberated in September.

The notebooks contain the names, addresses, and autobiographies of United States and Allied military personnel and civilians
who were imprisoned at the camp at Zentsuji, as well as a roster of personnel on Guam. Giles used one of the notebooks to
record the letters he received from his mother, and his wife Virginia Basil Giles. Other correspondence from his wife and son,
Donald T. Giles, Jr., during this period appears in the correspondence file as well. Photographs show the prisoners at the
Zentsuji camp, United States Marine Corps troops in combat on Guam, and Guam after World War II. Other items of note are
the magazines bound by Giles while in the camp, photocopies made of sketches depicting life in Japanese prison camps, and
a letter in the general correspondence dated 18 September 1945 concerning George Scharff, a German national who reportedly
raised a swastika over his house on Guam when the Japanese invaded the island.

After returning to the United States, Giles resumed his military career and became concerned with legislation dealing with
prisoners of war. The legislation file includes excerpts from the testimonies of prisoners of war about their mental and physical
health two years after their release from Japanese prison camps and Giles's testimony for the War Crimes Office in 1946. He
retired from the military in 1953. Sometime later Giles produced a manuscript about his experiences at the camp at Zentsuji
entitled "The Reluctant Guest." In 1994, Donald T. Giles, Jr., edited his father's manuscript and published it under the title 
Captive of the Rising Sun.

Arrangement of the Papers
This collection is arranged alphabetically by type of material.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 Affidavits, 1945
BOX 1 American Defenders of Bataan and Corrigedor, 1977-1982
BOX 1 Correspondence
BOX 1 As prisoner of war, 1941-1945
BOX 1 General, 1943-1950, 1964-1966, 1974
BOX 1 Legislation re prisoners of war
BOX 1 Bills, 1947-1950
BOX 1 Correspondence and clippings, 1944-1949, n.d.
BOX 1 Memoirs, "The Reluctant Guest"
BOX 1 Correspondence, 1972-1980
BOX 2 Text, ca. 1972

(3 folders)
BOX 2 Notebooks
BOX 2 Autobiographies of United States and Allied military prisoners of war imprisoned at Zentsuji,

Japan, ca. 1944
BOX 2 Autographs and addresses of United States and Allied military prisoners of war imprisoned at

Zentsuji, Japan, ca. 1942-ca. 1945
BOX 2 Notes on American government, recipes, short diary, n.d.
BOX 2 Points of interest in the United States, Canada, and Mexico along with recipes, n.d.
BOX 3 Record of letters received while a prisoner of war, 1941-1945
BOX 3 Roster of United States military and civilian personnel on Guam and imprisoned at Zentsuji,

Japan, 1942-1945
BOX 3 Photographs, ca. 1941-ca. 1945
BOX 3 Printed matter
BOX 3 Annual Report of the Governor of Guam, 1941
BOX 4 Contemporary Japan, 1942-1943
BOX 4 The Guam Recorder, 1941

(2 folders)
BOX 5 Guest of the Emperor, 1977
BOX 5 Information for the Navy and Marine Corps Personnel Ordered to Guam, 1938
BOX 5 The Island of Guam, 1926
BOX 5 Japan Times Weekly
BOX 5 Dec. 1941-June 1942
BOX 6 July-Dec. 1942
BOX 7 Jan.-July 1943
BOX 7 Pictorial Review of the Island of Guam, 1521-1940, 1940
BOX 7 The Zentsujian, 1978-1982
BOX 8 Sketches of life in Japanese prisoner-of-war camps, n.d.
BOX 8 War in the Pacific National Historical Park, Guam, proposal, 1977-1980, n.d.
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