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I SPECIAL COUMBEL

JuawiTa E. Jackson

E. "é m“;‘mmmma:

v o N, W.Ve,. My dear Mr. Owens:

Will you permit me to say that 1t was with deep regret

i ol that I read in the New York press today a statement atiributed

lon. Lrn W. Juree to you saying that you would participate in the 1936 Olympic:r
7. games even 1 they are held in Yermany under the Hitler regime.

Empuria, Kaa
b e g I trust you will not think me unduly officious in expressing
llag A Mewnder ~ the hope that this report 1s erroneous.
%ﬁﬁ%m I fully realize how great & sacrifice it will be for you
Ror. fidme o give up the trip to surope and to forego the acclaim which
jumes Welden Jotnww  your athletic prowess will unquestionably bring you. I
James Marabal realize equally well how hypocritical it is for certain Ameri-
i Watr Ongun  Cans to point the finger of scorn at any other country for
?"i"n'i:m racial or any other kind of bigotry.
Ol les M.q
iﬁ_:mmmﬁw e Un the other hand, it is my firm conviction that the
Be ?Wmu_ issue of partlicipation in the 1936 Olympies, if held in
Dr. Wiklam Alas Nels Germany.under the present regime, transcends all other issues.
o e Participation by American athletes, and especially by those of
. our own race which has suffered more than any other from
Washingion American race hatred, would, I firmly believe, do irreparable

yn‘:% harm, 1 take the liberty of sending you a copy of the remarks
i Brwar oy~ Which 1 made at & meeting here in New York, at Mecca Temple,
i last evening. This sorry world of ours is apparently be g
At in & fumbling way to rezlize what prejudice asgalnst any
Chairman minority group does not only to other minorities but to the
g i group which is in power. The very preeminence of American
Carenee Dasovw Negro athletes gives them an unparalleled opportunity to
Cambridge, Mass, strike a blow at racisl bigotry and to make other minority
B sty va,  BPoups conscious of the sameness of their problems with ours

7. o Nutr™ and puts them under the moral obligation to think more clearly
O e end to fight more vigorously sgainst the wrongs from which we
......”:E:-.Em Negroes suffer,

But the moral issue involved is, in my opinion, far
ﬁ{rw greater than immedliate or future benefit to the Negro &as a
By inkroh. P, race. If the Hitlers snd Mussolinis of the world are success-
Tolada, Ohis ful it is inevitable that dictatorships based upon prejudice
’-%,,,a_ will spread throughout the world, as indeed they are now
William 1. spreading. Defeat of dictators before they become too firmly
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