
121 STAT. 2652 PROCLAMATION 8092—DEC. 22, 2006 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-first. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8092 of December 22, 2006 

National Mentoring Month, 2007 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

During National Mentoring Month, we honor the caring individuals 
across our Nation who are committed to helping the next generation 
of Americans reach their full potential. 

Mentors help teach important skills that are necessary for a healthy, 
successful life and help shape the character of our young people. They 
instill compassion and responsibility in our children and help motivate 
them to do their best in school. By providing leadership and guidance, 
mentors can inspire young people to set high goals and help them 
achieve a bright future. 

My Administration is committed to helping the next generation realize 
the promise of our Nation. Through the USA Freedom Corps, we are 
providing opportunities for mentors to connect with children in 
schools, after-school programs, and community groups. The Helping 
America’s Youth initiative, led by First Lady Laura Bush, raises aware-
ness about the challenges facing our youth and encourages adults to 
connect with youth in three key areas: family, school, and community. 
The initiative also supports community partnerships that develop op-
portunities for mentoring and positive youth development. 

I appreciate the contributions of all those who serve as mentors, and 
I encourage all Americans to get involved in mentoring programs. To 
learn about mentoring opportunities, citizens can visit the USA Free-
dom Corps website at volunteer.gov. By joining teachers, coaches, reli-
gious leaders, relatives, and other mentors, individuals can use their 
talents and experiences to enrich the lives of young people and dem-
onstrate the compassionate spirit of America. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 
2007 as National Mentoring Month. I call upon the people of the 
United States to recognize the importance of mentoring, to look for op-
portunities to serve as mentors in their communities, and to observe 
this month with appropriate activities and programs. 
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121 STAT. 2653 PROCLAMATION 8093—DEC. 27, 2006 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sec-
ond day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-first. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8093 of December 27, 2006 

Announcing the Death of Gerald R. Ford 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES: 

It is my sad duty to announce officially the death of Gerald R. Ford, 
the thirty-eighth President of the United States, on December 26, 2006. 

President Ford was a great man who devoted the best years of his life 
to serving the United States of America. He was also a true gentleman 
who reflected the best in America’s character. Before the world knew 
his name, he served with distinction in the United States Navy and the 
United States House of Representatives. As a congressman from Michi-
gan, and then as Vice President, he commanded the respect and earned 
the goodwill of all who had the privilege of knowing him. On August 
9, 1974, he stepped into the presidency without having ever sought the 
office. 

During his time in office, the American people came to know President 
Ford as a man of complete integrity, who led our country with com-
mon sense and kind instincts. Americans will always admire Gerald 
Ford’s unflinching performance of duty, the honorable conduct of his 
Administration, and the great rectitude of the man himself. We mourn 
the loss of such a leader, and our thirty-eighth President will always 
have a special place in our Nation’s memory. 

President Ford lived 93 years, and his life was a blessing to America. 
Now this fine man will be taken to his rest by a family that will love 
him always and by a Nation that will be grateful to him forever. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, in honor and tribute to the memory of 
Gerald R. Ford, and as an expression of public sorrow, do hereby direct 
that the flag of the United States be displayed at half-staff at the White 
House and on all buildings, grounds, and Naval vessels of the United 
States for a period of 30 days from the day of his death. I also direct 
that for the same length of time, the representatives of the United 
States in foreign countries shall make similar arrangements for the dis-
play of the flag at half-staff over their Embassies, Legations, and other 
facilities abroad, including all military facilities and stations. 

I hereby order that suitable honors be rendered by units of the Armed 
Forces under orders of the Secretary of Defense. 

In a further expression of our national grief, I will appoint in a subse-
quent proclamation a National Day of Mourning throughout the United 
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