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derscore our dedication to ensuring more individuals have the ability 
to lead active lives and achieve their personal and professional goals. 

My Administration is committed to helping Americans with disabil-
ities live and work with greater freedom. Through the New Freedom 
Initiative, we are building on the progress of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act and helping our citizens who are blind or visually im-
paired gain greater access to the workplace, school, and community 
life. By working to tear down barriers, we are creating a society where 
all people are encouraged to reach their full potential and where the 
promise of our great Nation is accessible for everyone. 

The Congress, by joint resolution (Public Law 88–628) approved on Oc-
tober 6, 1964, as amended, has designated October 15 of each year as 
‘‘White Cane Safety Day.’’; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 2007, as White Cane 
Safety Day. I call upon public officials, business leaders, educators, 
and all the people of the United States to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-second. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8192 of October 19, 2007 

National Character Counts Week, 2007 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
The greatness of a nation is measured not by power or wealth but by 
the character of its people. During National Character Counts Week, we 
underscore our dedication to promoting values for our young people 
and encourage all Americans to demonstrate good character. 

As America’s youth strive to become responsible adults, they carry 
with them the values and traditions they were taught as children. At 
home, parents and families can teach universal values such as respect, 
tolerance, self-restraint, fairness, and compassion. In the community, 
we all can set good examples and demonstrate the virtues of leader-
ship, patriotism, and responsible citizenship. The members of our 
Armed Forces demonstrate the strength of America’s character by an-
swering the call of service to our Nation. 

Through the Helping America’s Youth initiative, caring adults are con-
nected with at-risk youth so that they have a mentor and an example 
as they navigate the challenges young people face. By working to-
gether, we can give children the skill and habits they need to reach 
their full potential. 

During National Character Counts Week and throughout the year, I 
urge all citizens to support the character development of our youth and 
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make a difference in the lives of others. One way for all Americans to 
add to the character of our country is to volunteer to help a neighbor 
in need, and more information can be found at volunteer.gov. I encour-
age every American to serve a cause greater than themselves and set 
a positive example in their community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 21 
through October 27, 2007, as National Character Counts Week. I call 
upon public officials, educators, librarians, parents, students, and all 
Americans to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-second. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8193 of October 19, 2007 

National Forest Products Week, 2007 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
During National Forest Products Week, we celebrate the rich blessings 
of our Nation’s forests, and we recognize the important resources they 
provide to our communities and our economy. 

Our Nation’s forests supply vital products and create important em-
ployment opportunities. Trees provide wood to make homes, furniture, 
musical instruments, paper for books and newspapers, and packaging 
materials. These and other products are created by the construction 
and manufacturing industries and provide economic security for many 
of our citizens. 

All Americans have an obligation to protect the Earth and a responsi-
bility to be good stewards of our land, and my Administration has 
made forest health a high priority. Under the Healthy Forest Initiative, 
we are helping to protect the American people, their communities, and 
the environment from potentially devastating wildfires. Together we 
can conserve our woodlands and help leave a lasting legacy for future 
generations. 

Recognizing the importance of our forests in ensuring our Nation’s 
well-being, the Congress, by Public Law 86–753 (36 U.S.C. 123), as 
amended, has designated the week beginning on the third Sunday in 
October of each year as ‘‘National Forest Products Week’’; and has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 21 through October 27, 
2007, as National Forest Products Week. I call upon all Americans to 
observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 
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