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Army after immigrating to the United States. He was captured and held
as a POW during the Korean War even before he became an American
citizen. His incredible bravery and service to his fellow POWs saved
many lives and has left a legacy of hope and honor, and for his her-
oism, I had the great privilege to present him our Nation’s highest mili-
tary award, the Medal of Honor.

The sacrifices of those taken as prisoners of war have helped bring se-
curity to American citizens and freedom to the world. With determina-
tion and courage, America’s former POWs, their fallen and missing
comrades, and their families have demonstrated the true spirit of our
Nation, and they will never be forgotten.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9,
2006, as National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. I call upon
the people of the United States to join me in remembering and hon-
oring the sacrifices of all American prisoners of war. I call upon Fed-
eral, State, and local government officials and private organizations to
observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7999 of April 7, 2006

Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
During Pan American Day and Pan American Week, we honor the com-
mitment to liberty and common values we share with our Pan Amer-
ican neighbors.

The love of freedom has deep roots in the Pan American community.
Not long after the United States won independence from Britain, patri-
ots throughout the Americas were inspired to take their own stand.
Today, there are more than 30 democratic countries in the region, and
through the Organization of American States, leaders in the Western
Hemisphere have an opportunity to discuss shared goals, promote
prosperity, and strengthen democratic governance and institutions.

One of the surest ways to make opportunity real for all our citizens is
through free and fair trade. In August 2005, I signed legislation to im-
plement the Dominican Republic-Central America-United States Free
Trade Agreement (CAFTA–DR). Our investment and trade through the
CAFTA–DR will help build a better life for our citizens, and by reduc-
ing trade barriers, we can make our region more competitive in the
global economy. Strong economic ties with democracies in our hemi-
sphere foster stability and security and help lay the foundation for
peace for generations to come.
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The people of the Western Hemisphere are united by history, geog-
raphy, and shared ideals. We will continue our important work to
build a region that lives in liberty and grows in prosperity.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 14,
2006, as Pan American Day and April 9 through April 15, 2006, as Pan
American Week. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Governor
of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of other areas
under the flag of the United States of America to honor these observ-
ances with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8000 of April 7, 2006

National D.A.R.E. Day, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
On National D.A.R.E. Day, we honor the dedicated police officers and
all those involved in the Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.)
program and underscore our commitment to helping young people say
no to drugs and violence. By promoting positive youth development,
D.A.R.E. programs across our country are helping our children make
the right choices and build lives of purpose.

Since 1983, D.A.R.E. has taught young people how to recognize and re-
sist the pressure to be involved in drugs, gangs, and violent activities.
The D.A.R.E. program brings police officers into the classroom to an-
swer tough questions about drugs and crime, teaches students how to
avoid temptation, and encourages communication between young peo-
ple and law enforcement. This program strengthens our communities
and provides our children with a strong foundation for success.

My Administration remains committed to helping our young people
overcome the dangers of violence and the use of illegal substances. The
Helping America’s Youth initiative, led by First Lady Laura Bush, en-
courages local partnerships that empower families, schools, and com-
munities to help young people reach their full potential. We are also
strengthening youth drug prevention efforts on the State and local lev-
els with the Strategic Prevention Framework and the Drug Free Com-
munities program. These initiatives tailor prevention strategies to local
needs and give community organizations the power to identify chal-
lenges and take actions to overcome them.

In 2005, the National Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign and the Part-
nership for a Drug-Free America launched Above the Influence, an ad-
vertising and online campaign to encourage teens to reject drug use
and other negative pressures. My Administration has also hosted a se-
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