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in 1868 that the equality of all citizens under law was guaranteed by
the Constitution. Still, for decades afterwards, millions of African-
American citizens were subjected to shameful discrimination, and in
many public school systems, students were segregated by race. Finally,
in the 1954 Brown decision, the Supreme Court ruled that segregating
students in our public schools violated our Constitution.

Our Nation is grateful for the brave men and women and boys and girls
who challenged segregation and helped make equal justice under law
a reality for all Americans. We remember Thurgood Marshall, the he-
roic lawyer who represented Linda Brown and fought for her rights
and the rights of all African Americans. We remember the nine justices
of the Supreme Court of the United States who helped America begin
to make equal justice under law a reality for African Americans.

Nearly 50 years after Brown, we appreciate the progress America has
made, but we also recognize that there is still work to be done to en-
sure that our country lives up to the founding principle that all of
God’s children are created equal. As we observe this Law Day and
commemorate the anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education, I en-
courage all Americans to celebrate the great distance we have traveled
as a Nation and to continue our work to promote equality and oppor-
tunity for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, in accordance with Public Law 87–20, as amended,
do hereby proclaim May 1, 2004, as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon all
the people of the United States to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities. I also call upon Government officials to dis-
play the flag of the United States in support of this national observ-
ance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7779 of April 30, 2004

Loyalty Day, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
As Americans, we work to preserve the freedom declared by our
Founding Fathers, defended by generations, and granted to every man
and woman on Earth by the Almighty. On Loyalty Day, we are re-
minded that we are citizens with obligations to our country, to each
other, and to our great legacy of freedom and democracy.

We learn lessons of loyalty from the selfless dedication and unwaver-
ing allegiance of our men and women in uniform. We are grateful for
their courage and willingness to sacrifice for our country, and we stand
united behind them. Through the ‘‘On the Homefront’’; program, a
USA Freedom Corps initiative, many Americans are writing to service
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members, contributing to the purchase of care packages to be sent over-
seas, and helping the families of those deployed with basic family
needs such as home repairs, financial planning, and child care. By sup-
porting our troops and their families, citizens are making a difference
in their communities and showing loyalty to our country through their
patriotism.

America’s citizens are also demonstrating their loyalty to our Nation
through volunteer service. In answering the call to serve something
greater than self, Americans reflect the compassion and decency that
make our country great. Through the USA Freedom Corps, my Admin-
istration is providing information about volunteer opportunities to
Americans so they can give back to their communities and help their
fellow citizens in need. The hard work and generosity of America’s
volunteers help build a culture of service and responsible citizenship
that strengthens America and sets a positive example for future genera-
tions.

Over the past few years, America has once again witnessed the loyalty
and character of our citizens. We must continue to ensure that our
young people know the great cause of freedom and why it is worth de-
fending. Our Founders believed the study of history and citizenship
should be at the core of every American’s education. By encouraging
students to learn more about American history and values, we can help
prepare the next generation of Americans to carry our heritage of free-
dom into the future. To further this goal, my Administration has cre-
ated initiatives such as ‘‘We the People’’; and ‘‘Our Documents’’; to
help bring the stories and documents central to our history into the
modern classroom.

Loyalty Day encourages citizens to demonstrate their commitment to
our country by supporting our military, serving each other, and teach-
ing our young people about our history and values. Being an American
is a privilege, and our patriotism is a living faith in our country’s
founding ideals and the promise of the American Dream.

The Congress, by Public Law 85–529, as amended, has designated May
1 of each year as ‘‘Loyalty Day,’’; and I ask all Americans to join me
in this day of celebration and in reaffirming our allegiance to our Na-
tion.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2004, as Loyalty Day.
I call upon all the people of the United States to join in support of this
national observance. I also call upon government officials to display
the flag of the United States on all government buildings on Loyalty
Day.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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