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Interior, relative to the necessity of incre'l,Ked furce of clerks in
 
the Patent Ollice. Letter f!'OlIl the Secretary of the_:. _ 17
 254
 

Interior, relative to an appropriation for subsisting friendly In·
 
dians. Letter from the 8ecretary of the . •. 17
 255 

Interior, tranKlllitti ug communication from the Commis>ioner 
of Indian Affairs lelative to the survey of the eastern buund· 
ary of tlw Choctaw aud Chickasaw cuuntry. -Letter from the 
Secretary of the __ .. . __ . . " . . ._ 259
 

Interior. tl ansmitring letter from General Sibley relative to t,he
 
destitule condition of the Siuux Indians. Letter from the
 

17 - .. -- .. 

Secretary of the . __ .. " _. .' .... _. _•. 262
 
Interior, tm"Knlitti ng' report of A. R. BanI,s relative to tbe des·
 

titute coudition of Indiau tribes in Racsas. Letter f1'llm the
 

. .. - ..17 

Secretary 0 I' the . ...... . __ .. _. . __ • _•. 17 263 
Interior, transmitting communication from the Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs relative to au appropriation to destitute 
friendly Indians. Letter from the Secretary of the __ . _..•... 

---- .. 

264
 
Interior, transmitting- list of clerks app.uiut.ed since April I.
 

Letter from the Secret.ary of the _.... . _••.. , . _... __ .
 

17 

2117
 
Interior, transmitting' estimates of appropl·iat.ions to carry out
 

treaty stipulation with the Putt.awatomie Indians. Letter
 
from the ::ieCl'etary of the. .•••.. _...•. .•... _. _.••••.
 

17 

290
 
Interior, transmitting' information relative to the irrigation of
 

public lands. Letter from the Secretary of the _.. : _. _" _.• _ 17
 

J7 

293 
Interior, transmitting a communication from the Commissioner 

of Iudiull Affairs relative to an appropriation f01' certain 
fr;~ndly Indians. Letrer from the Secretary of the. __ . " _... .......
 296
 

Interior, transmittinl!' teleg-ram from General Sherman relative
 
to the removal of the Na.vajo aud Ute Indians. Letter from
 

19 

tbe Secretary of the. __ . " ..•• _. __ _ '. _.. .. _ 19 308 
Interior, askillg an ap!Jropriation to earry out treaty stipulations 

with certain Siuux IndhtDs. Letter from t.he Secretary of the 321 
Interior, transmitting' estimates of appropriations for damages 

sustained hy settlers ill Nebraska. Letter from the Secretary 

20 

ofth,, : ._ .. .. __ _ .• . . __ •••. 325 
Interior, transmitting Major General Dodge's report. Letter 

from the Secretary of the ... _. __ ..••. _.. " ... __ .. •. 

20 

331 
Interior, translIlittillg estimate of appropriation to carry out 

treaty stipulations with Seneca and other tribes of Iudians. 
Le~ter from tbe Secretary of the. .••.•• _.. , , _.... , ...... 

20 

332 
Int~rlOr, transmitting statement relative to t.be Kickapoo In. 

dmns. Letter from tbe Secretary of the __ . _.. _.•••••. __ ••. 

20 

340 
Internal Revenue. Annual report of tbe Commissioner of. . _.. 

20 
5 

Internal Revenue, relative to the Gettysburg Asylum lottery. 
Letter from the Commissioner of.•••••••••• , .. 

6 

Iil.9 



XVI INDEX. 

Title. 

-------------------~-

Internal Revenue; relative to the mode of taxiug tbe Sbaker 
a~soeiation at New Lebauon, N. Y. Letter from the Commis
sioner of _- - - - - . ., - . -..... __ .. - -  - - - . _- - -  - - -

Irrigation of public lands. Letter from the Secretary of the 
Interior, transmitting information relative to ... ... _.

Iron-clads, sale of. Letter from the Secretary of the Navy rela
tive to the __ __ _.. _' 

Iron-clad monitors. Message from the President of tbe U Dited 
States transmitting report from tbe Secretary of State relative 
to tbe sale of the Oneoto and Catawba ... __._, __ .. . 

Iron-clads of Europe and tbis country. Report of Captain
Eades on . . _. _. ... ... . 

Islana, San Juan. Letter from the Secretary of 'Var relative 
o the occupancy of. ...••....•••.. _. __ __ ,. _

J. 

3 ail. Annual report of tbe warden of the United States _ 
Japanese treaty fund. Letter from the Secretary of State rela· 

tive to tbe _., _. _. . 
3uage Advocate General. Annual report of tbe .. _ 

L. 

Land Office, General. Annual report of the Commissioner of 
the..........• _._ ._ _., _ _ 

Papers aA;companying tlte above. 

No. L Tabular statement showing" the number of acres of 
public lands surveyed in the lana States and Territories up 
to June 30, 1866, during tbe last fiscal year, and the total 
of tbe public lands surveyed up to June :.l0, 1867; also, the 
total area of the public aomain remaining unsurveyed
within the same_ ... .... _.... . •. _. 

No.2. Statement of public lands sold, of casb and bounty· 
land scrip received tberefor; number of acres entered under 
the bomestead law of May 20, 1862; of comlpissions reo 
ceived under the sixtbbection of said act; also land located 
with scrip .under tbe agricultural college and mechanic act 
of .July \!, 1862, and commissions received by registers and 
receivers on the value thereof; and statement of incidental 
expenses thereon in the first half of the fiscal year com· 
mencing July I, ]866, and ending June 30, 1867 .. _. 

No.3. Statement sbowing like particulars for tbe second balf 
of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867 __ . __ 

No.4. Summary for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867, 
showing the number of acres disposed of for casb, with 
bounty-land scrip, by entry under the homestead laws of 

. May 20, 1862, and Marcb 21, J864, with aggregate of $10 
homestead payments, bomestead commissions; also, loca· 
tions with agricultural college and mechanic scrip, under 
act of July 2,1862_ .. _"" ..•.... _._ .. .. ._ ... _. 

No.5. Statement sbowing tbe quantit.y of swamp lands 
selected for the several States under tbe acts of Congress 
approved Marcb 2, 1849, and September 28, 1850, and 
Marcb 12, 1860, up to and ending September 30, 1865 __ .. 

No.6. Statement exhibiting tbe quantity of swamp land ap
proved to tbe several States under the aets of Gongress 
approved March 2, 1849, September 28, 1850, and March 
12, 1860, up to and ending" Septem bel' ao, 1867 ... _.. - ... -

No.7. Statement exbibiting tbe quantity of swamp land 
patented to tbe several States under tbe acts of Congress 
approved September 28, 1050, and Marcb 12, 1860; and 
also tbe quantity certified to tbe State of Louisiana YDder 
the act approved Marcb 2, 1849 .... '" ... '.. .... .... _. 
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Title. f Vol. \ Part. No. Pag·e. 

----------------1 
No. A. Exhibit of hounty-land business under acts of 1847,
 

1850 11':152, and 1855, showing the issue and locat.ions from
 
the ~ommencement of the operations under said acts to
 
June 30 18m -. - . - - ...... - - - - - - .. - - • -- -- -- -- -- -- - - .. - . 3 

No. 9. St~tement showing the State selections nnder the
 
"internal improvement" grant of 4th of Septemher, lR41,
 
and on the 3Uth of June. J867 -- . _.. -- -- __ . .;~
 

No. JO. Statement respecting the accounts of receivers of puh
lie moneys, disbursing agents, and !tdjustment of the five
 
pcr cent. fund ---- ----00----- -- ---- --- 3 

No. It. Statement showil1g the selections made by certain
 
States oflands within their own limits bnder agricultural
 
and meehHollic act of July 2, J862, and its supplemental
 
acts of April 14, 1d64, and June 21, 1866; also, the loca
tions made with scrip under said acts. - ___ 3 I 

No. 1~. Statement cxhibiting land concessions by acts of
 
Congresa to States and corporat.ions for railroad alld mili

tary wagon.road purposes from the year 1850 to June 30,

18li7 .. _.. - .... ... _ __ .. _ __ . __ ____ 3 

No. 13. Statement exhibiting land concessions by acts of 
Congress to States for carial purposes from the year 1827 
to·June 30, 18m . - - __ - . ...... __ __ 3 1 

No. 14. Statement showing the homestead fees and commis
sions required to be paid under the several homestead aels _ 3 

No. J5. Estimate of appropriations required for the office of 
the Commissioner cl the General Land Office for the fiscal 

1 

272 

2'7({ 

2'74 

27'5 

277 

283 

284 

year ending June 30,1869 .. __ -- ---. --- --- .... ------ 3 285 
No. 16. Estinmtes of appropriations for the surveying depart

ment for the fiscal year ending Jnne 30, ]81i9 .. __ .. __ __ __ 3 2.89 
No. 17. Estimate of appropriations required for surveying 

the public lands for the fhcal year ending Juue 30, ]869__ 3 1 29.2 
No. 18. Reports of surveyors general, A to L inclusive ... - -- 3 1 294 
No. 19. Statement of confirmed Indi!\ll pueblo grants and 

private land claims in New Mexico -. -- .. - - - ... -- -- -- - - -- 3 397 
No. 20. General tabular statement exhibiting the following:
 

No.1, States and Territories containing' puhlic lands; No.
 
2, square miles'and areas of States and Territories contain

ing public land; No.3, qnantity sold; No.4, entered under
 
the homestead law; No.5, granted for military services;
 
No.6, granted for agricultural colleges; No.7, approved
 
under grants in Iti'l of railruads; No 8, approved swamp
 
selections; No.9, qnantity granted for internal improve

ments; No. 10, donation and grants for schools and univer

sities; No.H, locations with Indian scrip; No. ]2, loeateil
 
with float serip; No. 13, estimated quantity granted for
 
wagon roads; No. 14, quantity granted for ship, canals;
 
No. In, salines; No. 16, seats of government and public
 
buildings; No. 17, granted to individuals and cOlllpHnies;
 
No. IH, granted for deaf and dumb asylums; No. 19, re

served for benefit of Indians ; No. 20. reserved for cOlllpa

nies, individuals, and corporatiom; No. 21, confirmed pri.
 
vate land claims; No. 22, q nantity remaining unsold and
 

_ unappropriated.J une 3D, ]8ti7 .. - - -- -- .. __ • ___ 3 400 
No.2!. Historical and statistical table of the United States 

ofNorthAmerica .. _.... .... __ .... .. .... 3 404 
No. 22. Statement showing tIle area and population of the 

British possessions north of the United States boundary... 3 40" 
No'. 23. Statement showing the area and popnlationofthe West 

Indies, Mexican states, Central Aroerica, ltnd New Granada. 3 406 
No. 24. Set of 28 maps of all the pnblic land States and Terri to

ri~s, to wit: Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Miehigan, Wisconsin, 
Mmnesota, Iowa, Dakota, Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, , 
Mis.sissippi, Alabama, Florida, Nebraska, Kansas, IndIan I I I 
terntory, Colorad,), New Mexico, Montana, Idaho, Nevada, 

~;dhR~:\~'~n~~~i~~~~~~'.~r~~o_r~,.~:~~~i.u.~~o.~~~~r~~~l:"_I. __ ." }. ._ ... _.. 
2HED 
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Each map shows the extent of the public surveys where such
 
have been extended; also tbe names of countries and resources,
 
so far as furnishell by the data on band .. ---- ~ ... ---- ..
 

No. 25. Connected map of the United States from ocean to
 
ocean, exhibiting the ext.ent of the p.lIblic surveys, localities,
 
land districts, ~eats of surveyor generals' offices and district
 
officers; also localities of railroads of general interest and
 
mineral deposits . - - - - -. - - - - - - - - - _.. - - - - . - - - - - -.
 

No. 26. Map of the world on Mercator's projection - - .
 
Land,tract of, near New London, Connecticut. Letter hom
 

tbe Secret.ary of the Navy relative to ------ .,---. ---- -.--. 
 20 326
 
Lands, grant of, to lo'""a. Letterfrom the Secretary of the In


]5 2]5terior in reference to - .. - .. - - - - .. - - - - .. - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

Lands, Indian, Kansas. Letter from the Secretary of the In·
 

terior, transmitting report relative to the sale of. - - - .. - .. -. -
 9 85
 
Lands, swamp, in rebel States. Letter from the Secretary of
 

vVar, transmitting report from military commanders in south

ern military districts relative to_ - -' - . - - - . - - - - - ... :. - - - - - -
 9 . ...... 86
~ 

Lands granted for railroad purposes, forfeiture of. Letter from
 
the SecrehLry of War, transmitting report from quartennastel'
 

II .... _.. 101general relative to - . - .. - - - - - - . - - - - .. - .. - . -' .... - - - .. - - - -

Lands, survey of, for Cheyenne Indians and Arrapaboe. Let·
 

tel' from d.le Secretary of the Interior, transmitting estimate
 
11 104of appropriations for - .. - - .... - - -. - - - - .. - - - - .... - - . - .. - - - 


Land grants in the rebel States. Letter from the Secretary of
 
War, transmitting papers relative to , - - . - - - - - - - - - -.
 11 131
 

Life-saving inventions. Letter from the Secretary of the Treas

ury, transmitting the report of the commission on . -. -. - . - ..
 15 193
 

Light.bouse at Black Rock. Letter from tbe Secretary of the
 
20 317Treasury relative to - - - ... - . - - - ... - - - . - - - -' . - - - . -- .... -. 

Light.houEe Board. Letterfrom the Secretary of the Tl'easury,
 
transmitting report relative to a beacon at Long Beach bar
 
fwm the .,-- --~- --- ----- -- .. -- , .. ---  13 171
 

Light-house at Port Austin. Letter from tbe Secretary of the
 
17 268Treasury relative to - - - . - - - - - - - - - . - - - •.. - . 

Light- house sites, sale of. Letter from the Secretal'y of tho
 
Treasury, transmittinj!' l'eport of Light·house Board rela
tive to .. _' - -- .. -" - _... -' •......... - - - ., - - ..... , - - .. -- 13 -.---. 164
 

Light-house ILl. Au Sable river. Letter from the Secretary of
 
the Treasury, transmitting communication from the Light.
 

15 237house BOllrd relative to the erection of a -. -., .... - - - - ... - -. 
. Loans by national banks. Letter from the Secretary of the 

11 114Tl easury relative to - - -' - .. , - - ••. - - - - .. - 
Louisiana, property seized in. Letter from the Secretary of
 

11 102War, transmitting reports relative to - - - -. -.,. - .. - - - - .. - - -

Louisiana alld North Carolina. Message from the President of
 

17 281the United States relative to proceeding's in - - - - .•• --' ... - -

Lusk, Albert M. D. C. Mes'age from the President of the
 

United States relative to the trial of --. - ... -" •...........
 7 47 

M. 

Mails between New York and Philadelphia. Letter from the 
11 107Postmaster General relative to -- - - - - -. - -. - .,. - - .. - -' ......
 

Mails between Baltimore' and New York. Letter from the Post
15 196master General relat.ive to_ - -•.... "-- - -., - - - - . - - - .
 

Maine, separatp. customs districts in. Letter flOm the Secretary
 
of the Treasury l'elative to • - - - ...... - - ... - .. - .... - .; - - - 
 15 252
 

Maps. Letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting
 
comlIlunication fl'Om the Commissione~r of the General Land
 

9 66Office relative to the publication of - ... - .. - - . - - - -' - -' - - - ..
 
Meade, General George G. Letter from the General of the
 

army, transmitting t.elegram from ... - ....• - - - - - _. -' . -. - ..
 11 98
 
Mercantile marine, and commercial poliCY of Great Britain.
 

Messag-e from tbe President of the United Statp,s, transmitting
 
]7 ... _-_. 283Hon. F. H. Morlle's report of tlie " ..••.. , 
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__ 00. 

Letter from th avy relative 
__ .. 17 280 

4 1 

__ .. __ __ .. "" _. 4 I :33 
__ 4 I .72 

.. __ .. __ " 4 I 79 
.. __ ., . 4 1 85 

. 4 I ]29 
__ __ , 4 1 137 

__ . 4 I 139 
. 4 I 1:34 

. __ __ " 4 I 141 
. ... <1 1 85 
, .. 4 I 88 

__ . 4 I 117 
__ 0 _._ 4 1 126 
.........•.. 4 1 142 

__ 00"'" . 4 1 147 
_.. 4 1 171 

4 1 197 

Mexie.an affairs, Maximilian. 
the United ~tates relative to 

Michigan City, harhor ~t.. Letter rrom the Secretary of War, 
transmitting cOmmUlllClttlOn rellttlve to 

Milliken, a returned rebel. 
transmitting report of General rhomas relatIve to one 

Milliken, a returned rebel. 
relating to one -- -

Militia of Memphis. Letter from 
tive-to , ." -

Military Academy. 
ence to the .,." 

Military offices at San Francisco. 
of War in reference to appropriation for ...............•. , .. 

Military office.s in New York. 
War, transmitting a 
General relative to 

Mineral resources of the States and Territories east of the Rocky 
mountains. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans· 
mitting J. W. Taylor's report of the 

Mineral resources of the States and Territories 
Rocky mountains. 
ury, transmitting report of the 

Mint at San Francisco. 
ury relative to the condition of. 

Mint. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
letter frol11 the director of the mint relative to conveying into 
the treasury certain moneys 

Missouri river, improvement, of. 
War, transmitting a communication from the Chief of Engi. 
neers, endosing reports respecting the ..................• 

Moore, Samuel H. Letter from the 
mitting papers in the case of. 

Morse, Hon. Freeman H. 
mitting report of 

Naval Aeademy at Annapolis. 
ofthe __ __ · 

Naval Observatory. 
Naval vessels. 

to __ 
Navy. Annual report of the Seeretary of the ............••.. 

Papers accompanying tlte above report. 

Reports of officers 
Report of the superintendent of the Naval Academy 
Report of the Board of Visitors for 1867 
Estimates for 1868-'69 .. __ 
Report ot the superintendent of the Naval Observatory 
Estimates for Naval Aeademy 
Estimates for Naval Observatory 
Report of the superintendent of the Nautical Almanac 
Estimates for Nau tical Almanac. 
Estimates for 1867-'68 for Secretary's office, &c. .•.... 
Report of the chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks.... 
Repo~t.of the chief of the Bureau of Eq,uipment and Reo 

Cr11ltllll\' . __ 0 

Report of the chief of the Bureau of NItvigation 
Report of the ehief of the Bureau of Ordnance 
Report of the chief of the Bureau of Construction and Re

pair """ """ 
Report of the chief of the Bureau of Steam Engineering ..
Report of the chief of the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing. 
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Title. Yol. Part. No. Page. 
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Report of the chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery .. 4 207 
Report of diseases and injuries on vessels during the rebellion. -4 220 
Report of the commandant of tbe marine corps ....•...... ", 4 303 

Navy relative to Louis M. Goldsborough. Letter from the 
Secretary of the __ .......•.......... _ __ . 7 40 

Navy rplative to 20 per cent. extra compensation. Letter 
from the Secretary of the. _ '.. _ __ . 7 32
 

Navy relative to amount'of ship timber on hand. Letter from
 
the Secretary of the. _..... , .. _.... _... _.. _. _ . .... _... 11 106
 

Navy, transmitting revised estimates of appropriations. Letter
 
from the Secretary of the .. __ _ _. _ __ , .. 11 ]11
 

Navy relative to an alleged abolition of discrimination in favor
 
of soldiers and sailors. Letter from the Secretary of the .... II 134
 

Navy relative to the steamship Vanderbilt. Letter from the
 
Secretary of the. _. __ .., _. _. _.. _ ,_. 11 143
 

Navy relative to tbe number of vessels in the navy January J,
 
]S61. Letter from the Secretary of the __ _ _'" 13 ]59
 

Navy, transmitting papers in the case of Second Assistant En

gineer Sawyer. Letter from the Secretary of the .... _., . _.. ]3 ]62
 

Navy relative to Bingham's snrge reliever. Letter from the
 
Secretary of the. _ _. __ _ __ __ __ ..
 13 165
 

Navy' relative to the expenditure of the contingent fund. Let
ter from tbe Secretary ofthe __ '" .. _
 . ]5 ]S7
 

Navy relative to the expenses of the Miantonomoh on a recent
 
trip to Europe. Lett"r li'om the Secretary of the .. __
 . 15 2]]
 

Navy relative to the steamship Atlantic. Letter from tbe Sec
retary of tbe _' _
 . ]5 250
 

Navy relative to tbe detention at New London of the United
 
. States ship Sabine. Letter from tbe Secretary of the
 . 17 266 

Navy relative to prize vessels. Letter from the Seeretary of 
the .. 00 •• __ • __ • 00 .. __ •• • __ • 17 279
 

Navy relative to naval vessels. Letter from tbe Secretary of
 
the __ .. _ . __ . ]7 2S0
 

Navy relative to tbe sale of the iron·dads Oneoto and Catawba.
 
Letter from tbe Seeretary of the .. _ __ __ . ]7 294
 

Navy relative to a tract of land near New London, Conn.
 
Letter from the Seeretary of the __ __ .. 20 326
 

Navy. Report of Captain Eads on the iron·clads of Europe
 
. and tbis country, transmitted by the Secretary of tbe .... __ .. 20 327
 

Navy relative to the contracts for the purchase of coal. Letter
 
from the Secretary 0 f the __ __ __ . _. __
 00 .. 20 333
 

Navy, transmitting statement of vessels bought, sold, and char

tered during the war. Letter from tbe Secretary of the ..... 20 337
 

Navy relative to the trial trip of the Wampanoag. Letter li'om
 
the Secretary of the .. __ . .. __ .. __ _ __
 20 339 

Nebraska, damages to settlers in. Letter from the Secretary of 
the Interior, transmitting estimates of appropriations for .... 20 325 

New Mexico, public buildings in. Lette~ from the Secretary 
of tbe Interior, transmitting report of the condition of. . _' _.. 7 33 

New Orleans councilmen. Letter from the General of the 
army, transmitting correspondence with General Hancock 
relative to the removal of. _ _ _ . 13 ]72 

New Orleans, removal of city council of. Letter from the 
General of the army relative to . _. _ , __ . ]5 209 

New York volunteers, 84th. Letter from the Secretary of War 
relative to the __ _ __ . ]5 249 

New Y;ork custom·house. Letter from tbe Secretary of the 
Treasury asking for the amount paid for repairs on the . , 15 229 

Niagam ship canal. Letter from the Secretary of War, trans· 
mitting report by Colonel Blunt on the surveys for ..... _. _. 15 ]97 

North Carolina and Louisiana. Message from the President 
of the United States, transmitting papers relating to proceed. 
ings in •••••• .................. ~ ..
 17 ......... 197
~ 
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O. 

Obstructions in the Savannah river. Letter from the Sccrctary 
of the Treasury relati ve to , . - - - - . 

Obstructions in the DeJawl11:e river, }'emoval .0 f.. L~tter from 
the Secretary of War relatJVc to an appropriatIOn for -. - - .... 

Oil in Pennsylvania, inspection of. Letter from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, transmitting report of John Miller r01ative to 

Ordnance department, contracts made by. Letter from the 
Secretary of War relative to the - - - --. 

Oi'dnance. Report of the chief of the Bureau of- - --
Oloe Indian reservation. Letter from the Secretary of the 

Interior relative to the sale ofthe .... - .• - ......••..... - -- 

P. 

Pardons for making or passing counterfeit money, forgery and 
pCljury. Message from the President of the United States, 
transmitting list .of. __ . _ - - - . - - .. - -

Pardons by the President. Message transmitting list ofpersons 
who have been pardoned ...•.... -- -. -- -- .. "- . 

Patents, transmitting annual report. Letter from the Commis· 
sioner of_. __ . - -- -- - .. - .. , .. --. -- -- -- -. 

Patent Office. Letter from the Secretary of the Interior asking 
appropriation for the .. __ __ -- - 

Pawtucket river..Letter from the Secretary of War, transmit
ting report ,respecting improvement of the ... - .. - - - . 

Paymaster General. Annual report of the. -. - - .. - -
Pelletier, Antonio. Messag-e from the j'resident of the United 

States relative to the imprisonment of. .. - - - .. -- . 
Pensions. Annual report of the Commissioner of - •. - - - .. 

Papers accompanying the abol,e. 

A.-Statement of the number and yearly amount of origi
nal applications and for increase of army pensions admit· 
ted in each State and Territory for the year ending June 30, 
1807 '... __ ..... .. __ .. -- --.- ... - ... -- .... -- ...... 

B.-Statement of the amount paid for army pensions at the 
agencies in the several States and Territories for the year 
ending June 30, 1867 . _. __ . - - - -- - - 

C.-Statement of the amount offunds in the hands of agents 
for paying army pensions on the 30th day of June, 1867 -. 

D.-Statement of the number and yearly amount of army 
pensions on the rolls of the several ~tates and Territories 
on the 30th day of June, 1867 .. _ - " - 

E.-Statement of the number and yearly amount of original 
applications and for increase of navy pensions admitted 
in each State and Territory for the year ending June 30, 
]867._ _ ._._ . __ .. _. __ -. 

F.-Statement of the amount of funds in the hands of ag-ents 
for paying navy pensions on the 30th day of June, 1867 .. 

Pensions. Letter from the Secretary of the Interior asking an 
appropriation for deficiency for current fiscal year -." - .... - .. 

Plowden, Walter B. Letter from the Secretary of War rela· 
tiveto the petition of __ .. __ _ .,. - . 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. Ex. Doc.
40TH C()N~RESS, } { No. 23. 2d Sesswn. 

TRIAL OF HENRY WIltZ. 

LETTER 
FROM 

THE SECRETARY OF WAR AD INTERIM.
 
IN ANSWER TO 

A resolution if the House if April 16, 1866, transmitting a summary if the 
trial ifHenry Wirz. 

DECEMBER 7, 1867.-Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary and ordered to be printed. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Wa.\"7~ington City, December 5, 1867. 
SIR: In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, dated 

April 16, 1866, I have the honor to send herewith a summary of the proceed-, 
iugs, &c., of the trial of Henry Wirz. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S.GRANT, 

Secretary if Wa?' ad interim. 
Hon. S. OOLFAX, Speaker if the House if Representatives. 

THE TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

[Prepared in the office of the Adjutant General United States army, in ac
cordance with the following resolution of Oongress : ] 

THIRTY·NINTH CONGRESS-FIRST SESSION. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 

In the House if Repl'esentatives, April 16, 1866. 
On motion of Mr. GARFIELD, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to have prepared for pub
lication the proceedings of the trial of Henry Wirz, in which shall be em
braced, as nearly as practicable in the language of the witnesses, a snmmary of 
the testimony given, and the decisions, findings, and sentence of th~ court, to
gether with the address of the judge advocate, and that made in defence of the 
prisoner. 

Attest: 
EDWARD McPHERSON, Clerk. 
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PLA:" OF THE WORK. 

'1'he entire testimony taken npon the trial of Henry Wirz is set forth in the 
following pages. It is ananged in nanative form for the sake of compactness 
and as being more easily read, the exact language of each witness being given 
as nearly as practicable. In cases where the meaning of a witness is doubtful 
or his answer evasive, and also where the testimony is of great importance. the 
questions and answers have been given. 

The testimony of the witnesses is given in the order in which it occurs 1nthe 
original record. Most of the witnesses have been examined upcn many sepa
rate and distinct points, and it has been deemed advisable to gather the entire 
testimony of a witness upon each subject under a suitable heading in the exam" 
ination in chief, and also in the cross-examination. '1'he reader can, by refer
ence to the index of testimony; ascertain at ouce the entire testimony upon 
each allegation set forth in the charges and specifications, and by turning to the 
page tberein indicated find under its suitable heading' that whicb he may select 
for perusal. 

THE OOMPILER. 

Proceedings if a military commission, com:ened at Washington, D. C., by vir
tue if the following order: 

WAR DEPARTME:'IT, ADJUTANT GE:"ERAL'S OFFICE, 

lVashington, August 23, 1865. 

[Special OrdHs No. 453.] 

[Extract.] 

'" 'it' 'it'* * * * 
3. A :special military commission is hereby appointed to meet in this city at 

11 o'cock a. m., on the 23d day of August, 1865,01' as soon thereafter as prac
ticable. for the trial of Henry Wirz, and sucb other priEOners as may be brought 
before it. 

DETAIL FOR THE COMMISSION. 

Major General L. Wallace, United States volunteers. 
Brevet Major General G. Mott, United States volunteers. 
Brevet Major General J. W. Geary, United StateR volunteers. 
:Brevet Major General L. Thomas, Adjutant General United States army. 
Brigadier General Francis Fessenrlen, United States volunteers. 
Brigadier General E. S. Bragg, United States volunteers. 
Brevet Rrigadier General John F. Balliel', colonel ninety-eighth Pennsyl

1<ania volunteers. 
Brevf;t Oolonel T. Allcock, lieutenant colonel fourth New York artillery. 
Lieutenant Oolonel J. H. Stibbs, twelfth Iowa volullteers. 
Colonel N. P. Ohipman. additipnal aide-de-eamp, juClge advocate of the 

commission, witb such assistants as he may select, with the approval of the 
Judge Advocate General. . 

'rhe commission will sit without regard to hours. 
13y order of tbe President of the United States: 

E. D. '1'OWNSEND, 
A.ssi.~tant Adjutant Gene1'al. 

W ASHINGTOI\', D.O., 
Wednesday, August 23, 1866. 

'1'he commifsion met at 11 o'clock a. m. 
All the members named in the foregoing order and tbe judge advocate beillg 

present, the commission proceeded to the trial of' Henry Wirz, who, having 
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b n brought before the commission, and having heard the order convening it 
.eed was asked whether he had any obje<;tion tJ any member named therein, 
lea, . d' h .t which he rephe III t e negatIve. 
. 0 The judge advocate then laid before the commission the correspondence re

uesting the services of Major A. A. Hosmer as assistant judge advocate, 
q d the approval of the Judge Advocate General of such selection. 
anThe members of the commission w~re the~ duly sworn by the judge advo
cate, and the judge advocate. a.nd asslstan.t Judl?e advocate were duly sworO! 
b the president of the commISSIOn respectIvely It1 the presence of the accused. 

eHenry G. Hayes, D. Wolfe Brown, and William Hinks were duly sworn by 
the judge advocate as reporters to the commission. 

The accused was then duly arraigned on the following charges and specifica-. 

tions: 
CHARGES AND SPECIFICATIONS. 

CHARGE 1. Maliciously. wilfully, and traitorously, and in aid of the then ex-· 
istingarmed rebellion against the United States of America, on or about the 
first day of March, A. D. 1864, and on divers other days between that day and 
the tenth day of April, 1865, combining; confederating, and conspirin~ together 
with John H. Winder, Richard B. Winder. Joseph White, W. S. Winder, R. R. 
Stevenscn, and others unknown, to injure the health and destroy the lives of' 
soldiers in the military service of the United States, then held and being pris
oners of war within the lines of the so-called Confederate States and in the milo. 
itary prisons thereof, to the end that the armics of the United States might be 
weakened and impaired; in violation of the laws and customs of war. 

Specijica/ion.-In this: that he, the said Henry W'irz, did combine, confed-, 
erate, and conspire with them, the said John H, Winder, Richard B. Winder,. 
Joseph White, W. S. 'Winder, R. R. Stevenson, and others whose names are 
unknown, citizens of the United States aforesaid, and who were then engaged 
in armed rebellion against the United State~, maliciously, traitorously, and in 
violation of the laws of war, to impair and injure the health and to destroy the 
lives,by subjecting to torture and great suffering, by confining in unhealthy and 
unwholesome quarters, by exposing to the inclemency of winter and to the dews. 
and burning sun of summer, by compelling the use of impure water and by flU'llish
ing insufficient and unwholesome fuod, of large numbers of federal prisoners, to· 
wit, the number of thirty thousand, soldiers iu the military service of the United 
States of America, held as prisuners ot' war at Andersonville, in the State of 
Georgia, within the lines of the so-called Confederate States, on 01' before the 
first day of March, A. D. 1864, and at divers times between that day and the 
tenth day of April, A. D. 1865, to the end that the armies of thc United States 
might be weakened and impaired, and the insurgents engaged inltrmed rebellion 
againbt the Ullitcd States might be aided and comforted: aud he, the said Henry 
Wirz, an officer in the military service of the so-called Confederate States,being 
then and there comm'andant of a military prison at Ander~onville.in the State of' 
Georgia, located by authority of the so-called Confederate States, for the confine
ment of prisoners of war, and as such commandant, fuliy clothed with authority, 
an.d in duty bound to treat, care, and provide for such prisoners held as afore-· 
?ald, as were or might be placed iu his custody, according' to the law uf war, did, 
m furtherance of such combination, confederation, and conspiracy, and incited 
thereunto by them, the said J olm H. Winder, Richard B. Winder, Joseph White, 
W. S. Winder, R. R. Stevenson, and others whose names are unknown, mali
ciously, ~ick~dly, and traitorously confine a large number of such prisoners of 
war,soldIers III the military servicll of the United S tates, to the amount of thirty 
thousand men, in unhealthy and unwholesomp quarters, in a close and small area 
of ~round, wholly inadequate to their wants and destructive to their health, 
whlCh he well knew and intended; and while there so confined, during the time 



4 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

~foresaid, did, in furtherance of his evil design, and in aid of the said conspiracy, 
wilfully and maliciously neglect to furnish tents, barracks, or other shelter suffi
cient for their protection from the inclemency of winter and the dews and burning 
sun of summer; and with such evil intent did take and cause to be taken from' 
them their clothing, blankets, camp equipage, and other property of which they 
were possessed at the time of being placed in his custody; and with like malice 
and evil intent, did refnse to furnish or cause to be furnished food, either of a 
quality or quantity sufficient to preserve health and sustain life; and did refuse 
.and neglect to furnish wood sufficient for cooking in summer, and to keep the 
said prisoners warm in winter, and did compel the said prisoners to subsist upon 
unwholesome food, and that in limited quantities entirely inadequate to sustain 
health, which he well knew;' and did compel the said prisoners to use un\vhole
some water, reeking with the filth and g-arbage of the prison and prison gnard, 
and the offal and drainage of the cook-house of said prison, whereby the prisoners 
became greatly reduced in their bodily strellgth, and emaciated and injured in 
their bodily health; their minds impaired and their intellects broken; and rriany 
of them, to wit, the number of ten thousand, whose names are unknown. sick
e;ned and died by reason thereof, which he, the said Henry Wirz, then and there 
well knew and intended; and so knowing and evilly intending, did refuse and 
neglect to provide proper lodgings, food or nourishment for the sick, and neces
sary medicine and medical attendance for the rei>toration of their health, and did 
knowingly, wilfully, and maliciously, in furtherance of his evil designs, pennit 
them to languish and die from want of care and proper treatment; and the said 
]Iemy Wirz, still pursuing his evil purposes, did permit to remain in-the said 
prison, among the emaciated sick and langnishing living, the bodies of the dead, 
until they became corrupt and loathsome, and filled the air with fcetid and nox
ious exhalations, and thereby greatly' increased the unwholesomeness of the 
£rison, insomuch that great numbers of said prisoners, to wit, the number of one 
thousand, whose names are unknown, sickened and died by reason thereof; and 
the said Henry Wirz, still pursuing his wicked and cruel purpose, wholly disre
,garding the usages of civilized warfare, did at the time and place aforesaid mali
.ciously and wilfully subject the prisoners aforesaid to cruel, unusual and infamous 
punishment upon slight, trivial, and fictitious pretences, by fastening large balls 
of iron to their feet, ane binding large numbers of the prisoners aforesaid clasdy 
together with large chains around their necks and feet, so that they walked with 
the greatest difficulty; and being so confined were subjected to the burning rays 
,of the sun, often without food 01' drink for hours and even days; from which 
Ilaid cruel treatment large numbers, to wit, the number of one hundred, whose 
names are unknown, sickened, fainted, and died: and he, the said Wirz, did 
further cruelly treat and injure said prisoners, by maliciously confining them 
within an instrumentof torture called "the stocks," thus depriving them of the 
11se of their limbs, and forcing them to lie, sit, and stand for many hours without 
the power of changing position, and being without food or drink, in consequence 
of which many, to wit, the number of thirty, whose names are unknown, sick
ened and died: and he, the said Wirz, still wickedly pursuing his evil purpose, 
.did establish and cause to be designated within the prison enclosure containing 
said prisoners, a "dead line," being a line arounrl the inner face of the stockade 
or wall enclosing said prison, and about twenty feet distant from and within said 
stockade; and having so established said dead line, which was in many place~ 
an imaginary line, and in many other places marked by insecure and shifting 
strips of boards nailed upon the tops of small and insecure stakes or posts, he, : 
the said Wirz, instructed the prison-guard stationed around the top of said 
stockade to fire upon and kill any of the prisoners aforesaid who might touch, 
fall upon, pass over, or under, or across the said "dead line;" pllrSU<lnt to which 
sflid orders and instructions, maliciously and needlessly given by said Wirz, the 
said prison-g'uard did fire upon and kill a large number of said prisoners, to wit, 
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tI number of about t.hree hundred; and the said Wil'z, still pursuing his evil 
le, o"e ilid keep and use ferocious and bloodthirsty beasts, dangerous to human 

f~IP ;1I~d bloodhounds, to hunt down prisoners of war nJoresaid, who made their 
I e';e fl:om bis cust.ody, aldd did then and there wilfully and maliciously suffer, 
~SC~te and encourage the' said beasts to seize, tear, mangle, and maim the bodies 
mCl , d f ., , f h' I h 'd b "dd limbs of sai lIgltlVC pl'lsoners 0 war, w IC 1 t e sal easts, mClte as 
a~ esaid then and there did, whereby a large number of Raid prisoners of war, 
~~~ duri~g tbe t.ime aforesaid made t.heir escape and wer~ :ecapt.~red, and were 
by the said beas~s then and t.,here cruelly alld mhumanly lIlJu~'ed, msomuch t.h~t 
many of said prI~oner~, to, WIt, t.he number of ~bou~ ~ft.y" dIed: a~d the sa~d 
Wirz, still pursumg hIS Wicked purpose, and stJlI aldmg m carrymg' out. saId 
conspiracy, did use and cause to be used for the pretended purposes of vaccina
tion, impure and poisonous vaccine matter, which said impure and poisonous 
matter was then and t.here, by t.he direct.ion and order of said Wirz, maliciously, 
cruelly, and wickedly deposited in t.he arms of many of said prisoners, by reason 
of which large numbers of them, to wit., one hundred, lost the use of t.heir arms, 
and many of them, to wit, about the number of two hundred, were so injured 
that. they soon thereafter died: all of which he, the said Henry Wirz, well knew 
and m~liciously int.ended, and in aid of the then existing rebellion against the 
United States, wit.h a view to assist in weakening and impairing the armies of 
the United ~tates, and in furt.herance of the said conspiracy and with the full 
knowledge, consent, and connivance of his co-conspirators aforesaid, he the said 
Wirz then and there did. 

CHARGE II.-lVlurder, in violation of the laws and customs of war.. 
Specification I.-In this: t.hat the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military 

service of the so-called Confederat.e States of America, at Andersonville, in the 
State of Georgia, on or about the eighth day of July, A. D. 1864, then and 
there being commandant of a prison there located by the authority of t.he said 
so-called Confederate States, for the confinement. of prisoners of war, taken and 
held as such from the armies of the United States of America, while acting as 
said commandant, feloniously, wilfully, and of his malice aforet.hought, did make 
an assault, and he, the said Henry Wirz, a certain pist.ol, called a revolver, 
then and there loaded and charged with gunpowder and bullet.s, which said 
pistol the said Henry Wirz, in his hand there and then had and held, to, against, 
and upon a soldier belonging to the army of the United States, in his the said 
Henry Wirz's custody as a prisoner of war, whose name is unknown, then and 
there feloniously, and of his malice aforethought, did shoot and discharge, inflict
ing upon the body of the soldier aforesaid a mortal wound wit.h the pistol afore
said, in consequence of which said mortal wonnd, murderously inflicted by the 
said Henry Wirz, the said soldier thereafter, 10 wit, on the ninth day of July, 
A. D. 1864, died. • 

Specification 2.-1n this: that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military 
service of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the 
State of Georgia, on or abont t.he twentieth day of September, A. D. 1864, then 
and there heing commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the 
said so-called Confederate St.at.es, for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken 
and held as such from the armies of t.he United States of America, while acting 
as said commandant, feloniously, wilfully, and of his malice aforethought, did 
jump upon, stamp, kick, brnise, and otherwise injure, with the heels of his boots, 
a soldier belonging t.o the army of the U nit.ed St.ates, in his the said Henry 
Wirz's custody as a prisoner of war, whose name is unknown, of which said 
stamping, kicking, and bruising, maliciously done and inflicted by the said Wirz, 
he, the said soldier, soon thereafter, to wit, on the twent.ieth day of September, 
A. D. 1864, died. 

Specification 3.-Tn this: that the said Henry Wirz, an offi(ler in the mili
tary service of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, 
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in the State of Georgia, on or about the thirteenth day of June, A. D. 1864, 
then and there being commandant of a prison there located by the anthority of 
ihe said so-called Confederate States, for the confinement of prisoners of war, 
taken and held as such from the armies of the United States of America, while 
acting as said commandant, feloniously and of his malice aforethought, did make 
an assault, and he, the said Henry Wirz, a certain pistol, called a revolver, 
then and there loaded and charll-'ed with gunpowder and bu]]ets, which said 
pistol the said Henry Wirz in his haud there and then harl and held to, against, 
and upon a soldier belonging to the army of the United States, in his, the said 
Henry Wirz's, custody as a prisoner of war, whose name is unknown, then and 
there, feloniously and of his malice aforethought, did shoot and discharge, inflict
ing upon the body of the soldier aforesaid a mortal wound with the pistol afore
said, in consequence of which said mortal wound, murderously inflicted by the 
said Henry Wirz, the said soldier immediately, to wit, on the day af'oresaid, died. 

Specification 4.-ln this: that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military 
service of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the 
State of Georgia, on or about the thirtieth day of May, A. D. 1864, then and 
there being commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the said 
so-called Confederate States, for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and 
held as such from the armies of the United States of America, while actin~ as 
said commandant, feloniously and of his malice aforethought, did make an assault,. 
and he, the said Henry Wirz, a certain pislol, called a revolver, then and there 
loaded and charged with gunpowder and bullets, which said pistol the said 
Henry Wirz in his hand there and then had and held to, against, and upon a 
soldier belonging to the army of the United States, in his, the said Henry 
Wirz's custody as a prisoner of war, whose name is unknown, then and there, 
feloniously and of his malice aforethonght, did shoot and discharge, inflicting 
upon the body of the soldier aforesaid a mortal wound with the pistol aforesaid, 
in consequence of which said mortal wound, murderously inflicted by the said 
Henry Wirz, the said soldier, on the thirtieth day of May, A. D. 1864, died. 

Specification 5.-In this: that the said Henry ,Virz, an offi<!er in the military 
service of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the 
State of Georgia, on or about the twentieth day of August, A. D. 1864, then and 
there being commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the said 
so-called Confederate States, for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and 
held as such from the armies of the United States of America, while acting as 
said commandant, feloniously and of his malice aforethought, did confine and 
bind, with an instrument of torture called" the stocks," a soldier belonging to 
the army of the United States, in his, the said Henry Wirz's, custody as a pris
oner of war, whose name is unknown, in consequence of which said cruel treat! 
ment, malieiously and murderously inflicted as aforesaid, he, the said soldier, 
soon thereafter, to wit, on the thirtieth day of August, A. D. '1864, died. 

Specification 6.-In this: that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military 
service of the so-ealled Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the 
State of Georgia, on or about the first day of February, 1865, then and there 
being commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the said so-called 
Confederate Stales, for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as 
such from the armies of the United States of America, while acting as said com- , 
mandant, feloniously and of his malice aforethought, did confine and biQ.d within. 1 

an instrument of torture called" the stocks," a soldier belonging to the army of; 
the United States, in his, the said Henry Wirz's, custody as a prisoner of war,! 
whose UIl111e is unknown, in consequence of which said cruel treatment, mali-] 
ciously and murderously inflicted as aforesaid, he, the said soldier, soon there-:i 
after, to wit, on tbe sixth day of February, A. D. ] 86.'5, died. ..•~ 

Spccifir;ation 7.-Iu tlds: that the said Henry Wirz, a::;, officer in the military. 
service of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the] 

i 
j 
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State of Georgia, on or about the twentieth day of Jnly, A. D. 1864, then and 
there being commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the said 
so-called Oonfederate States, for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and 
held as such from the armies of the United States of America, while acting as 
said commandant, feloniously and of his malice aforethought, did fasten and 
chain together several persons, soldiers belonging to the army of the United 
States in his, the said Henry Wirz's, custody as prisoners of war, whose names 
are u~kIiown, binding the necks and feets of sai.d prison.ers closely to.gether, 
nd compelling them to carry great burdens, to WIt, large Iron balls chaIned to 

:heir feet, so that in consequence of the said cruel treatment inflicted upon them 
by the said Henry Wir~ as aforesaid, one of said soldiers, a prisoner of war as 
aforesaid, whose name IS anknown, on the twenty-fifth day of July; A. D. 1864, 
died. 
. Specificatim~ 8.-In this: that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military 
service of the soccalled Oonfederate. States of America, at Andersonville, in the 
State of Georgia, on or about the fifteenth day of May, A. D. 1864, then and 
there being commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the said 
so-called Oonfederate States, for the confinement of prisoners of war taken and 
held as such from the armies of the United States of America, while acting as 
said commandant, feloniously, wilfully, and of his malice aforethought, did order 
a rebel soldier, whose name is unknown, then on duty as a sentinel or guard 
to the prison of which said Henry Wirz was commandant as aforesaid, to fire 
upon a soldier belonging to the army of the United States, in his, the said 
Henry Wirz's, custody as a prisoner of war, whose name is unknown, and in 
pursuance of said order so as aforesaid, maliciously and murderously given as 
aforesaid, he, the said rebel soldier. did, with a musket loaded with gunpowder 
and bullet, then and there fire at the said soldier so as aforesaid held as a pris
oner of war, inflicting upon him a mortal wound with the musket aforesaid, of 
which he, the said prisoner, soon thereafter, to wit, on the day aforesaid, died. 

Specification 9.-In this: that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military 
service of the so-called Oonfederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the 
State of Georgia, on or about the first day of July, A. D. 1864, then and there 
being commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the said so
called Oonfederate States, for the confinement of prisoners of war taken and 
held as such from the armies of the United States of America, while acting as 
said commandant, feloniously and of his malice aforethought, did order a rebel 
soldier, whose name is unknown, then on duty as a sentinel or guard to the 
prison of which said Wirz was commandant as aforesaid, to fire upon a soldier 
belonging.to the army of the United States, in his the said Henry Wirz's cus
tody as a prisoner of war, whose name is unlmown, and in pursuance of said 
order so as aforesaid, maliciously and murderously given as aforesaid, he, the 
said ,rebel soldier, did, with a musket loaded with gunpowder and bullet, then 
and there fire at the said soldier so as aforesaid held as a prisoner of war, 
inflicting upon him a mortal wound with the said musket, of which he, the said 
prisoner, soorI thereafter, to wit, on the day aforesaid, died. 

Specification 10.-In this: that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military 
service of the so-called Oonfederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the 
StatcQf.Georgia, on or about the twentieth day of August, A. D. 1864, then 
lj.n.dthei~ being commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the . 
saldso'called Oonfederate States for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken 
and h.eld as such from the armies of the United States of America, while acting 
as saId,. c~mmalldant, feloniously and of his malice aforethought, did order a 
rebel ?oldler, whose name is unknown, then on duty as a sentineJ 01' guard to 
t~e pnson ~f which said Wirz was commandant as aforesaid, to fire upon a sol
dIer. belongmg to the army of the United States, in his the said Henry Wirz's 
custody asa prisoner of war, whose name is unknowu, and in pursuance of said 
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order so as aforesaid, maliciously and murderously given as aforesaid, he, the 
said rebel soldier, did, with a musket loaded with gunpowder and bullet, then 
and there fire at tbe said soldier so as' aforesaid held as a prisoner of war, 
inflicting upon him a mortal wound with the said musket, of which he, the said 
prisoner, soon thereafter, to wit, on the day aforesaid, died. 

Specification n.-In this: that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military 
service of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the 
State of Georgia, on or about the 1st day of July, A. D. 1864, then and there 
being commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the said so
called Confederate States, for the confinement of prisoners of war taken and 
held as such from the armies of the United States of America, while ac.ting as 
said commandant, feloniously and of his malice aforethought, did cause, incite, 
and urge certain ferocious and bloodthirsty animals, called bloodhounds, to pur
sue, attack, wound, and tear in pieces a soldier belonging to the army of the 
United States, in his the said Henry Wirz'H custody as a prisoner of war, 
whose name is unknown, and in consequence thereof the said bloodhouud.s did 
then and there, with the knowledge, encouragement, and instigation of him, the 
said Wirz, maliciously and murderously given by him, attack and mortally 
wound the said soldier, in consequence of which said mortal wound he, the 
said prisoner, soon thereafter, to wit, on the sixth day of July, A. D. 1864. died. 

Specification 12.-In this: that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military 
service of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the 
State of Georgia, on or about the twenty-seventh day of July, A. D. 1864, then 
and there being commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the 
said so-called Confederate States, for the confinement of prisoners of war taken 
and held as such from the armies of the United States of America, while acting 
as said commandant, feloniously and of hiH malice aforethought, did order a 
rebel soldier, whose name is unknown, then on duty as a sentinel or guard to; 
the prison of which said Wirz was commandant as aforesaid, to fire upon a sol
dier belonging to the army of the United States, in his the said Henry Wirz's 
custody as a prisoner of war. whlJse name is unknown, and in pursuance of said 
order so as aforesaid, maliciously and murderously given as aforesaid, he, the 
said rebel soldier, did, with a musket loaded with gunpowCer and bullet, then 
and there fire at the said soldier so as aforesaid held as a prisoner of war, in
flicting upon him a mortal wound with the said musket, of which said mortal. 
wound he, the said prisoner, soon thereafter, to wit, on the day aforesaid, died. 1 

Sper.ification 13.--In this: that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the mili
tary service of the so- called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in :,1 

the State of Georgia, on or about thfl third day of August, A. D. 1864, then 
and there being commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the 
said so· called Confederate States, for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken :; 
and held as such from the armies of the United States of America, while acting 
as such commandant, feloniously and of his malice aforethonght, did make an as- . 
sault upon a soldier belonging to the army of the United States, in his, the said 
Henry Wirz'scustody as a prisoner of war, whose name is unknown, and with a.. 
pistol called a revolver, then and there held in the hands of the said Wirz, did beat 
and bruise said soldier upon the head, shoulders and breast, inflicting thereby 
mortal wounds, from which said beating and bruising aforesaid, and mortal 
wounds caused thereby, the said soldier soon thereafter, to wit, on the fourth 
day of August, A. D. 1864, died. 

By order of the President of the United States: 
N. P. CHIPMAN, 

Colonel and A. A. D. C" Judge Advocate. 
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RETIREMENT 01<' COUNSEL. 

The prisoner being called on to plead to the foregoing charges and specifica
tions, Mr. Hughes, on his behalf, applied for a postponement of the case in order to 

ble the accused to prepare for IllS defence. Mr. Hughes also announced that 
~~: professional connection with the case had ceased, and asked that the com
~ission take that fact into consideration in connection with the application of 
the accused. 

Mr. Peck also withdrew from the case. . 
The responsibility of appearing for the prisoner cast upon the judge advocate, 

he asked, on behalf of the prisoner, an adjournment until 12 o'clock on the 24th 
instant, which was granted. . 

OTHER COUNSEL ADMITTED. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., August 24, 1865. 
The commission met at 12 o'clock m. 
Present, all the members, the judge advocate and assistant judge advocate, 

and the prisoner. 
The proceedings of the last meeting were read and approved. 
On application of the ~ccused, Messr~. Louis Sc~ade and O. S. Baker were 

permitted to appear as hIs counsel, havmg stated, III answer to the court, that 
they had each taken the oath of loyalty. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE called upon t.he prisoner to plead to the charges and 
specifications. 

Mr. SCHADE applied to the commission tograut further time to the prisoner 
before calling upon him to plead, and asked a postponement of the trial for eight 
days. . 

'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE stated that no dilatory plea or plea in bar had been 
filed, and no issue joined. He would therefore insist that the prisoner should be 
called upon to plead. 

The court, after deliberation, decided that the prisoner should plead immediately 
. The counsel for the accused then inteposed the following pIca: 

PLEA IN ABATEMENT A\TD TO JURISDICTION. 

The defendant, Henry Wirz, protests that he ought not to be held or tded 
by this commission, or any longer kept in confinement by the United States au
thorities, but ought to be discharged from custody, because, he says that on the 
26th day of April, A. D. 1865, he was an officer in the military service of the 
so-called Confederate States of America, and.was included in the terms of the 
military convention hereinafter' set forth. That upon the said 26th day of 
April, 1865, a military convention was entered into between Major General 
William '1'. Sherman, then commanding the United States forces in North Car
olina, and the said General Joseph E. Johnston, commanding the forces of the 
so-called Confederate States of America, having for its object the surrender of 
the forces under the control of the said Johnston, by which convention it was 
agreed between the said commanding officers as follows: 

All acts of war on the part of troops under General Johnston's command to cease from this 
.date~ All arms and public property to be deposited at Greensboro, and delivered to an ord
nll;ll,ce officer of the United States army. Rolls of all the officers and men to be made in du
plicate! one copy to be retained by tbe commander of the ttOOps and the other to be given 
t~ 8;n officer.to .be ?esignltted by General Sherman. Each officer and man to give his.in. 
dlVIdual o~hgatlOn In writing not to take up arms against the government of tbe Umted 
States untllproperlY'released from tbis obligation. The side-arms of officers and their pri. 
vate ~orse.sand baggage to be retained by them. 

This ~emg done, all the officers and men will be permitted to return to their homes, not 
to be dlsturb~d by the United States authorities so long as they observe their obligation 
and the laws ill force where they may reside. 
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That the terms of said convention have been complied with, and this defendant 
has at all time~ since been ready and willing, and now offers to give his individual 
obligation in writing not to take up arms against the United States government, 
but has been withheld from so doing by the actiull of the United States author
ities in keeping this defendant in close confinement, and thus depriving him of 
zlL opportunity so to do. 

That in pursuance of the terms of the said convention, all the military forces 
of the so-called Confederate States, under the control of the said J ohn~ton, sur
rendered and capitulated, and thereby this defendent fell into the hands of the 
United States forces, and not otherwise. And this he is ready to verify; where
fore he prays that he may be hence discharged and allowed to return to his home, 
not to be disturbed by the United States authorities so long as he observes the 

,obligations contained in the said convention and the laws in force where he 
resides. 

The defendant, Henry Wirz, protests that he ought not to be held or tried by 
this commission, but ought to be discharged from custody, because, he says, 
that just before the time of his arrest be was at Andersonville, Georgia, in full 
enjoyment of his personal liberty, and that Captain Noyes, an officer on the 
staff of Brevet Major General Wilson, applied to him for information and records 
relating to the military prison at Andersonville, which he cheerfully consented 
to givfl; and thereupon said Captain Noyes, having competent authority so to 
do, promised him (said Wirz) that, if he would accompany the. said Captain 
Noyes to the headquarters of General Wilson, to give such verbal information 
relative to said prison as General Wilson might desire, he should have safe con
duct going and returning to his home, and should not be arrested or held as a 
prisoner j and that, relying upon the faith of the said promise, so made by said 
Captain Noyes, and induced thereby, the prisoner did accompany said Captain 
Noyes to the headqnarters of General Wilson, without arrest, and without 
guard; and that, having arrived at said headquarters, he was, in violation of 
said promise and agreement, seized and put in close confinement, and sent to 
Washington, and has ever since been held, and is now held, in pursuance of the 
capture so made, and not otherwise; and this he is ready to verify, &c. 
Wherefore, he prays that this proceeding may be dispensed with, as to him, and 
that he may be released. . 

The defendant further says that he objects to, and denies the jurisdiction of 
this commission to try him for any offence whatever, and denies its jurisdiction 
to try him on the charges and specifications here exhibited against him, or any 
of them. 

The prisoner pleads also
lst. rEhat this military commission has no jurisdiction over either his person 

or over the subject-matter of the charges and specifications, being a tribunal un
authorized by either statute, military law, martial law, or well-established usage. 

2d. That he is a naturalized citizen of the United States j that he is not, and 
never has been, in the land or naval forces of the United States j that the United 
States are now at peace, both as to foreign and civil war j that the lately existing 
civil war is ended, and that no military jurisdiction or authority incident to a 
state of war alone can rightfully detain, try, or punish him. 

'1'he prisoner, Henry Wirz, further pleads and says that heretofore, to wit, on 
the twenty-first day of August, 1865, in the city of Washington and District 
of Columbia, he was arraigned and put in peril, on his plea of not guilty, which 
he put in upon charges, (an official printed copy of which is hereto annexed,) 
before a military commission constituted by the same authority as this one, and 
composed of the same members, with the exception that Major A. A. Hosmer, 
assistant judge advocate to this c~mmission, was not assigned to duty with, nor 
a member of the said first commission, and that said charges include the charges 
now presented against him before this commission i that afterwards such pro
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ceedings were had, after the issue so joined, as aforesaid, that said first military 
ommis~ion was dissolved and broken up, without the consent or agency of 

~im, the said ~Ie~ll"Y Wirz, .and .that t~le same ~as ceased to exist. Also, that 
said first commISSIOn, before Hs dIssolutIOn, to WIt, ou the twenty-second day of 
August, 1865, held a ~ession, at whicl~ this defendant. was not present, and ad
'ourned without any tIme or da.y certalll for reassembllDg. 
J The defendant further says that no record was made, to his knowledge, of the 

roceedings of said first Ilommission, but that the facts abovc stated are person
.~llyknow'n to every member of this commission; aud that, if there is any record, 
it is known to them. 'l'hese facts he is ready to verify by the record, if any 
exists, and by the oaths and evidence of the members of this commission, Major 
Hosmer excepted. He, therefore, says that, having once been put in jeopardy 
upon the same matters as now charged against him, he cannot lawfully or right
fully be tried or put to answer a ~econd time therefo!", . 

The said defendant, Henry Wu'z, now comes and moves the court to quash 
the said several charges and specifications, and each and evcry one of them, be
cause he says that said charges and specifications are, each aud everyone 9f 
them, so uncertain and indefinite, as to the time, place and manner of tbe 
offences therein alleged to have been committed, aod tile allegations concerning 
said alleged offences are so indefinite and vague, that this defendant ought not 
to be required to plead thereto. 

And, for a further objection thereto, this defendant says that the said charges 
and specifications are· insufficient in this, that they do not, any of them, charge 
any offence punishable under the laws of war. 

[Signed, ou behalf of the accused, by counseL] 

ARGUMENT THEREON. 

Mr. SCHADE stated that the defence did not propose to discuss tbese pleas, but 
proposed to let them go over for final argument. 

'I'be JUDGE ADVOCATE remarked that, while the pleas in bar might be taken 
up and decided at any time, the plea allegin~ indefiniteness and vagueness of 
the charges should be decided before the hearing of the case was proceeded 
with, and he called upon the defence to proceed uow with the argument of that 
plea. 

Mr. SCHADE. Then we mllst ask for an adjournment until to-morrow, to ena
ble us to prepare the argument. 

'L'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. The comt has decided that the pl'isoi1er shall be 
called upon at tbi~ time to plead to the charges. A compliance with that order 
requires the plea against the charges to be settled ~ow. 

Mr. BAKER stated that, after the unusual delay in the trial of the case, he 
was. almost ,inclined to consent to go on now; but he would not be doing his duty 
to the prisoner if he should go on now, and attempt to argue these pleas. He, 
therefore, hoped that the court would indulge counsel by letting the case go 
over till to-morrow. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE reminded the comt that the leading counsel for the 
defence (Mr. Schade) had been present during the argument of precisely similar 
pleas that had been interposed on behalf of the accused. 

Mr. BAKER took it for granted that the prisoner was neither to be acquitted 
nor convicted on any techuical points, and he was, therefore, willing to have 
the plea as to the indefiniteness of the charges withdrawn, if the court would 
allow the defence to refer to the other pleas, that were not necessarily pleas in 
abatement. WiLh tlJat admission, the case might, perhaps, go on at once, with· 
out any further de],lY_ 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I am informed that counsel for the defence are will· 
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ing to take up the pleas at once and argue them, and then, after their being 
decid0d, let the prisoner plead. 

Mr. BA.KER. We propose to waive the argument of the pleas for the present, 
and put in a general plea of" not guilty," and go on with the trial. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. 'l'hen I shall insist that the record show that the 
pleas are waived. The court ought to dispose of those pleas at this stage, or 
the counsel ought to abandon them. They ought not to go upon the record 
undisposed of; and I have been waiting for the counsel to determine the point, 
eo that, if necessary, an issue could be made upon the pleas, by a demurrer to 
them for insufficiency. If the counsel waive the pleas altogether, then, of 
course, there is no necessity for troubling the court with the argument. 

Mr. BAKER. We do not intend to withdraw the pleas. If the court is ready 
to pass upon these pleas, without further argument, we are prepared for that, 
and will thl,ln enter the plea of "not guilty," and g'o on with the case. 

The JUDGE ADVOCAT~; stated that, if the counsel did not propose to press 
the pleas now, he would enter -a demurrer to the pleas, on the ground of their 
insufficiency. 

'I'he PRESIDENT suggested that the pleas could be met .by a motion, as well 
as by demurrer, and that the former was more in accordance with the practice 
of military courts. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Then I move that the motion to quash, and the 
several pleas, except the plea to the jurisdiction, be overruled, on the ground of 
insufficiency. As the counsel of the accused prefer to postpone the argument 
upon the question of jurisdiction, that question can go over for the present, 
without impeding the trial, or marring the harmony of the record. 

I leave it for the court to decide whether I shall support this motion by sub
mitling, now, an argument which I have, to some extent, prepared. 

The commission, after deliberation, decided that the judge advocate should 
proceed with the argument of his motion. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE said that he did not consider it necessary to discuss 
the motion to quash the charges and specifications, on the ground of insufficiency 
and indefiniteness. That question had already been decided by the court, at 
one stage of its proceedings. 'I'he court would, no doubt, be able to determine, 
by an examination of the charges and specifications, whether they were suffi
ciently definite to meet the requirements of the law. 
, The next question was that raised by the plea setting out the fact that a 

court, consisting of the same members as this, has already taken cognizance of 
this case, had had the p"jsoner arraigned before them upon charges similar to 
those now preferred, and that t.he prisoner had pleaded "not guilty." It is 
alleged by the counsel that,. by that proceeding, the prisoner has once, according 
to the contemplation of the Oonstitution, been put in jeopardy for the offences 
charged, and that. therefore, this court cannot proceed to try the prisoner. 

In answel' to this objection, the judge advocate said he did not deem it 
necessary to do more than read the following official opinion, given by the chief 
of the Bureau of Military Justice, the expounder, so fai' as the army is con 
cerned, of all questions relating to military law: 

JUDGE ADVOCATE GBNERAL'S OFFIC~~, 

October 23, 1864. 
MA OR: Your letter of the 17th instant has been received. In reply, I have 

to state that a party who has been arraigned before a court-martial on charges 
and specifications to which he has pleaded, should not, in the sense of the eighty
seventh article of war, be regarded as having' been tried upon them, unless the 
government had pnrsued the case to a formal acquittal or conviction. Under 
the constitutional provision which declares that no person" shall be snbject for 
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the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb," it has been held 
that" the jeopardy spokeu of can be interpreted to mean nothing short of the 
acquittal or conviction of the prisoner, and the judgment of the court thereon." 
(4 Wash. C. C. R., 409.) To the same effect are the opinions of McLean, J.. , in 
United States V8. Shoemaker, 2 McLean R., 114, and of Story, J., in United 
States V8. Perez, 9 Wheaton, 579. The courts of Massachusetts, New York, 
Illinois, Kentucky and Mississippi fully sustain this view. If anything less 
than a formal acquittal or conviction cannot be treated as having even put the 
party "in jeopardy," a !m·tim·i, it cannot be held as amounting, within the 
weaning of the eighty-~evellth article of war, to a "trial." 

A withdrawal of any charge may be made by the judge advocate, with the 
assent of the court; and upon such charge, if the interests of public justice re
quire it, the party may be again arraigned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. HOLT, 

Judge Advocate General. 
Major J. M. WILLBT, 

Judge Ad·vocate. 

'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE remarked that under this decision the question raised 
might be considered as res adjudicata. He then continued his argument as 
follows: 

Laying aside for the present the discussion of the plea to the jurisdiction, 
which may he properly taken up at any time during the trial, there seem to .be 
but two questions seriously urged by counsel for the present consideration of 
the court. These are: 

First. Shall this court dismiss the case at bar because Captain Noyes, a staff 
officer of Brevet Major General Wilson, violated, as is alleged, a promise made 
to this prisoner to grant him safe conduct to General Wilson's headquarters aud 
back again to his home? And second, admitting that the prisoner complied 
with the terms exacted of rebel soldiers and officers by the Sherman and .J ohn
ston convention, does the agreement made by those generals absolve this pris
oner from responsibility for offences and crimes in violation of the laws of.war 1 

Supposing the promise and the circumstances under which it was given to be 
such as alleged by counsel, of which we as yet have no proof, the first point 
raised by the counsel seems to me to present simply a violation of compact or 
contract entered into between the prisoner and a staff officer of General Wilson, 
with which this court can have nothing to do. If a promise made by that officer 
to gi'ant the prisoner a safe-conduct to and from any point has been violated, 
his remedy is upon General Wilson; and the circumstance ought not to be 
pleaded befure this court in excuse of crimes pl'eviously committed by him. If 
General Wilwn sent for tlJe prisoner for any purpose whatever, promising him 
a safe return, and afterwards discover~d that he was guilty of having committed 
most atrocious crimes, he was fully ju~tified in revoking the safeguard by him
self given, and taking immediate steps to bring the criminal to justice. A gen
eral always has the right to rescind his own order; and I think General Wilson 
would have found it difficult to answer to his superior officers if he had released 
from arrest, and allowed to return to his home, so great a criminal as the pris
oner at the bar stands charged with being, rather than violate the promise set 
out in the plea. General Wilson had no power (and it is not alleged that he 
had) to absolve the prisoner from the responsibility attaching to his crime. 

The books tell us of four special ph'as in bar, which are good, if proved. These 
are former acquittal, former conviction, attainder, and pardon. Attainder, how
ever, is, I believe, not known to the practice in this country. But I nowhere 
find that a special plea iu bar is good when it simply alleges the violation of a 
promise by one who is not pretended to have possessed power to do more than 
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offer a safeguard, and which he was at any time at liberty to revoke. I snp
pose the gentlemen will not insist that a promise of safe·conduct works a gen
eral pardon or condonement of all past crimes. It sometimes happens that 
cJ.:iminals turning" State's evidence," as it is called, are, by a sort of implied 
pledge made to them by the government, allowed to go unpunished, though, 
even in a case of this character, the government may, at its discretion, violate 
its pledge. But the plea involving the point now under discussion has not for 
its basis even an implied pledge of the government. It simply presents a case 
analogous to one where a police officer, arresting a criminal, says to him, .• Oome 
with me to the magistrate's office, and I will see that you are not injured;" the 
magistrate, upon an investigation, discovers the crime, and, as in duty bound, 
pays no regard what'wer to the promise of the police officer, but at once takes 
steps for the proper trial and punishment of the offender. In such a case, 
would any comt entertain seriously a plea that the prisoner should be discharged 
without trial because of the promise made to him by the officer who, in the first 
instance, made the arrest? It is not alleged that Oaptain Noyes acted upon 
instructions given him by the President of the United States, nor is it shown 
that he acted upon instructions even of General Wilson; but assuming the 
latter to be true, the case is similar to the illustration just given. I insist, 
therefore, that the plea is not good and should be overruled. 

The second point and objection made by the counsel seems to present a ques
tion of more difficulty, yet, so far as the rights of this prisoner are concerned, 
it is quite as easily disposed of. The court must bear in mind that this plea, 
which is it'! the nature ofa plea in bar, mnst contain one of the three elements 
already referred to. Former acquittal is not assumed, nor fArmer conviction. 
'l'here remains, then, only the plea based upou pal'don, and I suppose it is under 
this head that the counsel hope, if at all, to secure a lodgment for their plea. 
If members will turn to Archibald's Oriminal Pleading, page 87, they will dis
cover that a plea in bar of this class must set out in terms the pardon granted, 
which the plea here filed does not pretend to do; and Oll page 357, Wharton's 
Oriminal Law, it will be found that the pardon must correctly recite the of'fencp, 
and a misrecital will render it inoperative. The plea, thf>refore,' is bad. 

But I suppose counsel will iusist that the a!>Teement eritered into between 
General Sherman and General Johnston may be construed to be in the nature 
uf a general amnesty or pardon. It is not necessary for this court to determine 
the precise lpgal interpretation of the agreement cited. It will be quite enough 
if the court satisfy itself that that agreemellt does not affect its right to hold 
the prisoner at bar to answer for the crimes alleged. It is very certain f\'om 
the action of the govemment contemporary with that agreement, and from the 
subsequent action of the Ohief Executive, and the opinion of the Attorney 
General, officially expressed, that neither a treaty of peace, nor a general am
nestyor pardon, nor a universal absolutioll of crimes committed by rebel$ 
during the war, entered into the terms of the <;apitulation required by General 
Grant of General Lee, and later, by Geneml Sherman of General Johnston. It 
will be remembered that in the first convention between Generals Sherman 
and Johnston, a certain plan of settlement was agreed upon by them and for
warded to the President for his approval, and upon th'is plan General Sherman 
proposed to declare peace from the Potomac to the Rio Grande. It will be 

'remembered, too, with what promptness the government disapproved the plan; 
and one of the chief objections was that the terms worked a general amnesty or 
pardon, auu made the punishment of treaROll and treasonable offences impos
sible. One of tllf) reasons assigned for th(~ disapproval of that convention was 
in these words: 

It practically abolishes the confiscation laws alld "clicves "ebcls of evay degree, who -/tave
 
slaughtered our pcopk, from all paws ar,d pertallil.s jfJr their crimes.
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No language could more clearly show that the' government had no intention 
t ant an implied pardon for such offences as those charged against this prisoner. 
o i~ will be remembered,. too, tha~ later, a~d since tee war in th~ field practically 
. ded the Chief ExecutIve has Issupd hIS amnesty proclamatIOn, every para. 

en hof which demonstrates that he does not regard the agreement made by 
i}aPerals Grant and Lee, and by Generals Shennan and Johnston, as working 
then ardon of any person coming within the terms of the agrel'ment; and as 
th e r~sult of the President's interpretation, we know that the Executive Mansion · dily besieged from morning till night with applicants for pardon, embracing 
1~1 r:nks and grades of society, the enlisted soldier and the major general of thef te rebel army, as well as the private citizen. It will be recollected, also, that 
aUnited States judge for the district of Virginia has, since the date of the 

:greement set out i? the plea, charged th~ gra~d )ury that it was their right and 
duty notwithstandmg that agreement, to mqUlre mto the pffence of treason com
roitt~d by any person who had been engaged in rebellion against the United 
States government. It may be mentioned, also, that in a recent proceeding before 
the criminal court of this District, the Attorney General of the United States 
pronounced his official opinion that the rebellion is still existing. With these 

. very clear indications of the view taken by the government, I submit that this 
, court should proceed with the trial of the prisoner, overruling the plea; 

· Let me, however, illustrate the great danger there would be in giving to the 
agreement cited the latitude of construction insisted upon by counsel. Suppose 
that a pril'ate soldier of General Johnston's army had been the chief actor in 
the conspiracy which resnlted in the assassination of the late Presi.dent, (and I 
believe that one of the conspirators was shown to have been a rebel soldier,) 
and that having accomplished his purpose-having deprived the nation of its 
leader, and the army of its commander-in-chief-he had escaped, and returned, 
as he might have done, to General Johnston's army in time to be included in 
the terms of .surrender; is it to be supposed that the terms of that capitula
tion would exempt the assassin from apprehension and trial for his atrocious 
crime 7 With just as little reason does the prisoner now before this court claim 
exemption from trial on the charges here preferred. He is charged with having 
engaged in wholesale murder, by starvatioll and other inhuman treatment, such 
as will shock. the moral sensibilities of the civilized world-crimes of which 
neither General Sherman nor the Pretiillent, at the time of the agreement cited, 
could hare had any knowledge, and whlCh could not therefore have been condoned 
by that agreement. And is it now to be said, when these atrocities have been 
fully brought to light since the date of the agreement, that the perpetrator of 
them is to be discharged from custody, and allowed to take his place again in 
society, with the right to demand the protection of 'the laws of the country 1 
The proposition is too monstrous for serious consideration. 
~he most that could, with any plnu8ibility, be claimed is that all acts of war 

committed by this prisoner as a belligerent, and coming within the usages of 
civilized w!irfare, may be considered as pardoned, but it cannot be admitted for 
one moment that anything short of a special pardon by the President of the 
~nited States, setting forth plecisely the offences pardoned, can give exemption 
from trial for acts in violation of the laws and customs of civilized warfare, 
especiallY'when they involve crimes so enormous and atrocious as those charged 
upo.u the prison,er here arraigned. ' 
Mr;~AKER said, that, in the first place, the court must consider the fact that 

the prIsoner was until recent.lyan humble servant of the so-called" southern 
C;9~fede~acy;" and it was in "that capacity that he had charge of the Union 

, prIsoners. 
· Itmu~t~~ considered also that the prisoner is before the court not as a con

VIcted cl'llI!lDal, bnt Simply as a persoll charged with crime. It is lIotto be 
assulUed that he is guilty of the atrocious acts cited by the judge advocate
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acts which may never be proved, and which, in the opinion of counsel, would 
never be proved. 

The prisoner had been simply one of the instruments of an atrocious rebel
lion; and would any member of the court maintain that any lieutenant, or colonel, 
or major general in the United States service should be held accountable for 
every murder in violation of the laws of war, committed in his command, 
(unknown perhaps to him,) during the last foul' years 1 Counsel was ready to 
admit that if the prisoner were guilty of one-half the crimes charged-upon him, 
he should suffer at the hands of a proper trilmnal the penalty of the law. 

'rhe prisoner, if counsel had been correctly informed, had been invited to 
come within the Union lines, under a promise that he should have a safe con
duct going' and returning. His arrest, under such circumstances, was a violation 
of good faith andof the laws and usages of civilized war. The judge advocate 
had said that a commanding general had the right to revoke or set aside his own 
orders at any time; but would tbis court consider that a major general in the 
service of the United States would be deserving of his stars, if he should entice 
within his lines an humble servant of the so-called" confederacy," under a 
promise that he should be allowed to return safely, and should then, in violation 
of that promise, hold him as a prisoner and try him for murder 1 Surely the 
position of the judge advocate could not be sustained by any authorities which 
would be recognized by this court; therefore this prisoner is now held wrongfully. 

As to the judge advocate's illustration of a criminal committed by a magis
trate, in violation of a promise, the case was not analogous to the one here pre
sented, because, in the first place, a magistrate would have no authority to make 
such a promise, and, in the second place, he would have no right to discharge 
a criminal brought before him. But a commanding general, under the circum
stances cited in the plea, would have the right to make a promise of the kind 
describeil, and when made, it would be his right and his duty to keep it. 

As to the plea alleging the unconstitutionality of the present proceeding, on 
the ground that the prisoner has already been once arraigned and has pleaded, 
counsel did not deem it necessary to consume time in discussion of that question. 
Nor would he prolong the argnment on the motion to quash the charges and 
specifications, as he had had no time to examine them critically. He would 
leave the decision of the question to the discretion of the court. 

DECISION. 

The court was cleared for deliberation; and when the doors were reopened, 
the decision of the court was announced, sustaining the motion of the judge 
advocate. 

- THE PRISONER PLEADS NOT GUILTY. 

The prisoner then pleaded not guilty to each of the several charges and spe
cifications. 

The following rules, adopted by the commission for the government of its 
proceedings, were read: 

RULES OF PROCEEDING. 

I. The commission will hold its sessions in the following hours: COlwene at 
10 a. m" sit till 1 p. m" and then take a recess of one hour. Resume business 
at 2 p. m. . 

.II. 'I'he prisoner will be allowed counsel, who shall file evidence of having 
taken the oath prescribed by act of Congress, or shall take said oath before 
being admitted to appeal' in the case. 

III. 'l'he examination of witnesses shall be conducted, on the part of the gov
ernment, by one judge advocate, and by one counsel on the part of the 
prisoner. 
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IV The testimony shall be taken in short-hand by reporters, who shall first 
k' th to record the evidence faithfully and truly, and not to communi

ta e tahn oa or any part thereof, or any proceedings on the trial, except bymecate e sa, ., ffi
h 't of the presldmg 0 cer. 

au~~rTre argument of any motio~ will, unless otherwise ordered by the C01ll't, 
b r 't d to five minutes, by one Judge advocate, and one counsel on behalf of 

e Iml. e er Objections to the testimony will be noted on the record and 
the prIson . I' . d b t' Wh I . .d 'd d pon argument, ImIte as a ove, on mo IOn. en t Ie testimony IS 
~CI d ~he case will be summed up by one counsel for the defence, and the 

c ~se 'ent shall be closed by the judge advocate. 
al~j The lieutenant iu charge of the guard will have the prisoner in attend-

during the trial, and be responsible for his security. Oounsel may have 
8ncess to him in the presence but not in the hearing of the guard. 

The cO\lnsel for the prisouer will immediately furnish the judge advo8cVII 
cate wi'th a list of the witnesses required for the defence, whose attendance will 
be procured in the usual manner. 

AUGUST ~4, 1865. 

LETTER OF WIRZ TO GENERAL WILSON. 

.MARK D. ROBINSON, for the prosecution: 
Am employed as a clerk to this commission. The first time I met Oaptain 

Wirz was last Sunday, at the Old Oapitol prison. 
(A letter, dated Andersonville, Georgia, May 7, 1865, signed" Hy. Wirz, 

captain 0. S. A.," was here handed to witness.) 
I have seen that document. I showed it to him at that interview, and asked 

him if that was the letter which he had written to General Wilson, or a copy. 
He said that it was the letter which he had sent; and he went on to explain 
that he wrote a letter and had it copied; that that was the copy, aud that he 
sent it instead of sending the original. He said that was the letter that was 
sent at his direction. The prisoner did not read all of the letter; he sketched 
over it pretty careflilly. I requested him three times to read it, so as to be 
sure. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE offered the letter in evidence. 
Counsel for the accused ojected to its reception, on the ground that the ori

ginal document must be produced or its absence satisfactorily accounted for, 
and that the evidence showed this letter to be a copy. 

The court overruled the objection. 
The following letter was then read and put in evi<ience : 

ANDERSONVILLE, GA., May 7, 1865. 
GENERAL: It is with great reluctance that I address you these lines, being fully aware 

how little time is left you to attend to such matters as I now have the honor to lay before 
you, and if I could see any other way to accomplish my object I would not intrude 
upon you. I am a native of Switzerland, and was before the war a citizen of Louisiana, 
and by profession a physician. Like hundreds and thousands of others, I was carried away 
by the mrelstrom of excitement and joined the southern army. I was very seriously 
wounded at the battle of "Seven Pines," near Richmond, Virginia, and have nearly lost 
the use of my right arm. Unfit for field duty, I was ordered to report to Brevet Major 
General John H. Winder, in charge of federal prisoners of war, who ordered me to take 
charge of a prison in Tuscalo05a, Alabama. My health failing me, I applied for a furlough 
and. went to ;Europe, from wh~mce I returned in Pebruary, 1865. I was then ordered to 
report to the commandant of the lI)ilitary prie.on at Andersonville, Georgia, who assigned 
me to the command of the interior of the prison. The duties I had to perform were ardu
ous and unpleasant, and I am satisfied that no Ilian can or will justly blame me for things 
that happened here, and which were beyond my power to control. I do not think that I 
ou.ght to b~ held responsible for the shortness of rations, for the overcrowded state of the 
pr!son, (WhIC~ was of itself a prolific source of fearful mortality,) for the inadequate sup
phes o~ clothmg, want of shelter, &c., &c. Still I now bear the odium, and men who 
were pnsoners have seemed disposed to wreak their vengeance upon me for what they have 
suffered-I, who was only the medium, or, I may better say, the tool in the hands of my 

H. Ex. Dllc. 23--2 
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superiors. This is my condition. I am a man with a family. I lost all my property when 
the federal army besieged Vicksburg. I have no money at present to go to any place, and, 
even if I had, I know of no place wherE' I can goo. My life is in danger, and I most reo 
spectfully ask of you help and relief. If you will be so generous as to give me some sort of 
a safe conduct, or, what I should greatly prefer, a guard to protect myself and family 
against violence, I should be thankful to you; and yuu may rest assured that your protec
tion will not be given to one who is unwortby of it. My intention is to return with my 
family to Europe, as soon as I can make the an'angements. In the mean time I have the 
honor, general, to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 

HY. WIRZ, Captain C. S. A. 
Major General J. H. WILSON, U. S. A., 

Commanding Macon, Georgia. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
The prisoner was in the Old Capitol prison when I had this conversation 

with him. I was sent there to serve on him a copy of the charges and specifi
cations last Sunday afternoon. I took the letter there to ascertain if it was a 
copy or the original. The judge advocate gave it to me. The prisoner did not 
read all of the letter; he just sketched over it very carefully. By that I mean 
he would read a few lines, and then skip a few lines. I supposed he was read-' 
ing it; he looked at it, but did not read it aloud. I cannot swear positively 
that he did anything more than simply look at it; but to the best of my 
knowledge I think he read parts of it. 

AUGUST 24, 1865. 
Captain HENRY E. NOYES, for the prosecution:
 
Am captain, United States cavalry, aide-de-camp to Major General Wilson.
 
('l'he letter of Wirz to General Wilson was here handed to the witness.)
 
I have seen it before at the headquarters of General Wilson. It did not
 

come to those headquarters in regular course of mail. An officer was sent 
from headquarters to Andersonville, and he brought back this paper, which was 
found among the papers of Captain Wirz's office. '1'his is the signature of 
General Wilson on the indorsement. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I was at the Lanier House, Macon, Georgia, when. that letter first came into 

my hands. It was handed to me to read by General Wilson 01' his adjutant 
general. I read it and handed it back to the person who gave it to me. It 
was somewhej:e about the first of May last. I do uot know of my own knowl
edge how it came into the hands of the person who gave it to 'me, only as I 
was informed. I know that the officer was detailed to go for it, and that he 
brought it. I saw the letter again withinaweel~ or two afterwai'ds; it was 
delivered to me by General Wilson's adjutant general at the same place. I 
put it into my pocket and bronght it to this city. I delivered it to General 
Townsend, assistant adjutant general United States army. I never saw it after 

. that until ye~terday. I never saw the accused write, and cannot say that this 
. letter is in his handwriting. 

SEP'I'F,lHBER 19, 1865. 
Recalled for the prosecution: 

THE ARREST OF WIRZ AND THE ALLEGATION THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD 
PROMISED HIM PROTECTION. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE stated that he had recalled the witness for the pur
pose of examining him as to a matter set out in a plea filed by the counsel 
who first appeared for the defence, and reiterated by the counsel who now rep

.resented the accuse.d: that was, the allegation that the government had pledged 
its faith to the prIsoner that he should not be prosecuted nor injured if he 
would go to Macon, to General Wilson's headquarters. He (the judge advo
cate) wished to explode that idea now, and that was his only purpose in call
ing the witness. 
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. The CoUNSEL for the accused stated he attached very little importance to 

that point. d ...< f I h f'l .Th WITNESS. I was on uty at ·macon rom tie 20t 0 Aprl, 1865, tIll 
b tethe 20th of May, when I came to Washington with Captain Wirz and 

:h:~ecords of the Andersonville pris.on. I returned to Macon, arriving there 
. J I and I have come back here III answer to a subpcena. 
III A~ Ydt the first 01' second of May, 1865, I was ordered by General Wilson to 
Al b °ma to take the newS of the repudiation of the Sherman armistice to our 
£ a : in Alabama, the nearest command being that of General Grierson, at 
~~~:ula. On my way there I passed through Andersonville, whe.re the train, 
a s ecial one, stopped to wood and water. I got out of the tram there and 

Tked around. I noticed a crowd collected, and saw a number of oUr men 
;~o had been prisoners there, very sick. 'l'hey were evidently preparing to go 
to Macon, where General Wilson had ordered all the sick to be brought. I 
saw a number of officers and soldiers in confederate uniform, some of them ap
pearing 10 have authority. 'l'wo or three of them haa pieces of paper which 
they were presenting to the sick men to ~ign. That first attracted my atten
tion casually. Finally I got upon the train, and, as it was about to start, I 
heard a remark that attracted my attention. It was to this effect: "Hurry up 
and sign these paroles, or you'll die here anyhow." I looked out of the win
dow and saw Captain Wirz. I could not swear that he made the remark which 
I heard, but I have heard his voice since, and I think it was his voice. As 
neither Captain Wii'z nor anybody at Andersonville could have known that the 
armistice was repudiated, and as it was evident that they were paroling our 
sick men, I was on the point of getting out of the cars to remonstrate on the 
subject, when the whistle blew and the train started off. The sick lien there 
were mostly so sick that they had to have men supporting them on each side. 
Very few of them, if an.y, could write their names, but simply touched the pen 
as the paper was presented to them. . 

When 1 got back to Macon, I- reported to General Wilson what I had seen, 
who told me I. must go there again and arrest Captain Wirz. I left that day or 
the next, about the 6th of May, and took a party of men with me. As I had 
to stay over night, and as there were no accommodations at Andersonville, I 
went on to Americus, about ten miles beyond, where I remained over night, 
coming back to Andersonville on a freight train next morning. There I accom
plished my mission, that is, I arrested Captain "Virz, and gathered together all 
the records which I thought important, excepting the hospital records. These 
I did not take because Dr. Roy said they were not yet complete, and that if 
I would send him down some clerks he would see that they were completed. 
This I agreed to do. , 

The immediate circumstances of .Captain Wirz's arrest were these: I went 
to his house and saw him there; the family were about him, that is his wife 
and two danghters. It is a very hard thing to take a man from his family, and 
particularly so in that case, as Mrs. Wirz and one of the daughters at least 
were crying and having considerable trouble. '1'0 pacify them and to do the 
thing as quietly as I could, I told Mrs. Wirz, and also told the captain, that 
they need not .distress themselves at all; that on his arrival at Macon, if Gene
ral Wilson was sa tisfied that he had done no more than his dnty, and had simply 
acted in accordance with his orders, he would probably be released. That was 
the ·sum and substance of the conversation. General Wilson did not direct me 
to make any promise to the prisoner, or to give him any safe conduct, and I do 
not consider that I did. .

He was conveyed to Macon under guard, and remained there under guard; 
he was not on parole at all. I have no donbt that my conversation might have 
been .construed, by those who were very anxious that it should be flO, into a 

.prOilllse that he would be returned, but, I had no doubt in my mind that General 
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Wilson would hold llim as a prisoner. I intended to convey to him no prom. 
ise of safe return, but merely intended to pacify his family and himself; he 
was very much excited. These are all the circumstances which I remember, 
particularly connected with the al:rest. _ 

He remained under our headquarter guard until about the 20th of May, when 
I was ordered to convey him to Washington, with all the Andersonville records, 
including the hospital records, which General Wilson had sent an officer for, 
and the flags which General Wilson had captured in his campaign through 
Alabama and Georgia. I had trouble all the way till we came north of the 
Ohio river, on account of our men who had been at Andersonville recognizing 
the prisoner. I have read in the newspapers that I endangered my life to pro
tect him. 'l'here is a misconception on that point, but, I do not think the pris
oner could have got here alive if there had ll0t been an officer in charge of the 
party. -At Ohattanooga, where I was stopping temporarily, I sent him to the 
post prison to be taken care of, as I knew that outside of -that he would collect 
a great crowd. He h'ld on gvod, fair-looking confederate clothes, and a hat, 
and was pretty decently dressed generally. When I saw him again I hardly 
knew him; all his clothes were stripped off him, he had only a part of his hat. 
no coat, a very dirty shirt, a port.ion of a pair of pants pretty badly torn, and 
shoes. 'Whenever I got him where there were any of our soldiers I had to 
hurry him off and get him under a strong guard in order to save him. I had 
trouble in getting him on board the hoat at Nashville. I think that but for the 
guard I had, and my personal presence, they would have taken hold of him 
1here, and if they had got hold of him I do not suppose he would ever have 
l"eached Washington. He was afterwards disguised. 

The Oou '\SI'L for the accused here remarked that he did not see the use of 
going into this, that all tliat may be admitted. 

'l'he JUVGE AUVOCATE I'eplied: If you admit it, and instruct your organs all 
over the country to do it, I will be very glad. I feel it a duty which lowe to 
the government to get out these facts. 

Mr. BAKER.. I have no organs but myself. 
'l'he JUUGE AVVOCATE. 1 do not want to state to the court what I know 

abont that. 
The WITNESS resumed: At Louisville he still had his extremely dilapidated 

appearance, which, if there was nothing else, would have attracted attention. 
He said that he had some friends there. Between those friends any myself we 
succeeded ill getting a complete suit of black and a beaver hat. He had also 
his face shaved clean, which entirely altered his appearance, .so much so that 
we were not troubled at all after that. I do not think he was recognized after 
that, although a good many soldiers must have seen him, particularly at Cincin
nati. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL: 
I did not take Captain Wirz to General Wilson in person. I took him to 

General 'Wilson's headquarters and put him under guard there. I then reported 
to General Wilson that I had arrived with my prisoner and a portion of the 
l'ecords. I am pretty certain that the general had not seen him at that time. , 

AUGUST 24, 1865. 

THE PRISON-WIRZ ITS COMMANDER. 

Colonel GEORGI<: O. GIBBS, for the prosecution: 
I reside in Florida, and have been in the confederate army during the last 

four years, holding the rank of colonel at the c1oseof my service. I was on 
duty at Andersonville as commander of the post at one time. 

(A paper was here handed to the witness.) 
It is the original order assigning me to duty. 
(The following order was then read and put in evidence :) 
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[General Orders No. 83.] 

CAMP SUMTER, ANDERSONVILLE, GEORGIA, 
, October 9, 1864. 

1 G C Gibbs is hereby assigned to the command of the post at Camp Sumter, 1.,C01one . . .
 
A d rsonville GeorgIa.


n eTh 's~n and all federal prisoners at the por,i are under the immediate charge of the 
2. e Pl'lat the prison. Noone will be permitted to enter the prison except on a pass 

comm:nder The commanding officer wishing to pass anyone into the prison, will order the 
from Im" officer of the prison to give the required pass. d ngcomman I . d' G 1J h H '>T' d .of Bnga ICr enera 0 n . n III er.d l'Byor e W. L. WINDER, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 

The witness was asked if he was familiar with the handwriting of Henry 
Wirz to which .he rflplied that he was. 

A pass was handed to him and he was requested to state whether the signa
ture was Wirz's. He replied that he believed it to be his siguature. 

(The following pass was then put in evidence:) 

HEADQUARTERS CONFEDERATE STATES MILITAEY PRISON, 
Ca.mp Sumter, Georgia, September 6, 1864. 

W. B. Lenn~x has permission, until further orders, to go to hospital and return to chief 
surgeon's office. 

H. WIRZ, 
Captain, Commanding Prison. 

Ths maps of the prison ground at Andersonville were shown to witness. He 
stated that they were correct as far as he could judge. 

The maps were then put in evidence. 
The WITNESS resumed: One of my duties as commaniJant of the post was 

to make requisitions for the guard required by the officer commanding the prison, 
and to turn the guard over to him, and to order the issue of commissary stores 
upon the requieition of the officer commanding the prison, Oaptain Wirz. The 
provision returns were in the ordinary form, signed by Oaptain Wirz, as com
manding the prison, and the issues were made by my orders. I had no control, 
whatever, of the prison. Oaptain Wirz had exclusive control of the prison while 
I was there; I bad nothing whatever to do with the police regulations or military 
discipline of tbc prison; Oaptain Wirz had. The order assigning me to duty 
forbade me from baving anything to do with the prison. Oaptain Wirz was in 
command of the prison when I went there, and I do not know whether'he was 
ever relieved. In my absence sometimes he commanded the post, and in that 
case he might grant furloughs j I do not know whether he did it or not. 

I once visited the prison at Andersonville before I was assigned to duty there. 
I think it was in August, 1864. Lieutenant Davis was in command then. Oap
tain Wirz was' sick, but was nominally commandant. It was about the middle 
of August, I believe. ,The prison was very much crowded. I did not go inside 
the stockade. I rode around it on three sides, I think, and could see into it 
from the batteries that commanded it. I never saw so many men together in 
the same space before-it had mOre the appearance of an ant-hill than anything 
else I can compare it to. I did not notice if the odor arising from it was offensive 

THE AUTHORITY OF WIRZ OVER THB HOSPITAL. 

There were surgeons'who were attached to the prison hospital, and other sur
ge?ns who were attached to the confederate hospital. The surgeons in the 
pn~on hospital, while I was there, received their orders from 0aptain Wirz. 
beheve ?e had control of the prison ~ospital, put of the other he had not. 

Q. DId you ever see him exercising that control? 

I 
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A. I have seen orders which Oaptain Wirz has written to the surgeon of that 

hospital. . 
Q. Did you ever know him .to interfere in any way with the hospital 1 
A. I never knew him to interfere with the medical treatment of the prisoners 

ln the hospital. The only instance of interference I have ever known was the 
punishment of a paroled man, employed as a nurse, I think, who had failed to 
i'eport the escape of a prisoner. . 

Q. What did Oaptain Wirz do with him? 
A. The man was put in the" stocks" for a little while, till Dr. James inter

fered and demanded his release. . 

THE DEAD-LINE. 

I know of there having been established a dead-line at the prison. I do not 
know jf Oaptain Wirz had anything to do with the constrnctiol;l of it. Its ob
ject was to keep the prisoners frgm approaching the stockade. I cannot tell 
what Oaptain Wirz's orders were in regard to it. I presume th81'e were orders, 
but do not know what they were. I never heard them. I never gave any, and 
I never heard Wirz give any. The existing regulation at all the military 
priwns I know of was that anyone crossing the dead-line was to be shot; I be
lieve that was the regulation at ~<\.ndersonville. 

THE STOCKADE. 

I was not there when the stockade was erected. It was built of hewed timber 
that projected above ground I should say ten or eleven feet; I cannot state how 
deep it went under ground. It enclosed sixteen, seventeen, or eighteen acres 
of ground, with a stream running through it near the centre. There were sev
eral batteries round it, upon only. two of which, I think, there were any guns 
mounted. '1'he works were built as well for the security of the prisoners as to 
defend the place. The guns were twelve-pounder howitzers, six-pounder guni:', 
and perhaps a small rifle piece or two. I do not think there were· larger guns 
there than twelve-pounders. The dead line ran parallel with the stockade, and 
at a distance from it of about twenty feet. '1'here was an outer stockade, and 
an attempt at a covered way still outside of that, leading from battery to bat
tery, that never was completed; and I do not think the second line of stockade 
was entirely completed. 

TlIE CONDlTIO:"l" OF THE PRISONERS-THE NUMBER OF DEATHS-AND THE 

NUMBER CONFINED THERE AT ONE 'rIME. 

I rode and walked into the prison frequently while I was in command of the 
post.. While I was there there were comparatively few prisoners in it. I do 
not think there were more than six or seven thousand at any time. They were 
badly off for clothing and badly off for shelter. Except as to that, I do not 
think they were suffering while I was at the post. I think Oaptain Wirz told 
me between twelve and thirteen thousand prisoners had died there. He told 
me that some time last spring, I think. I believe he was in command there 
about a year. He told me that there were thirty-three thousand confined there 
at one time. '1'he extent of the prison was seventeen or eighteen or nineteen 
acres, including the stream of water. 

GENERAL JOHN H. WINDER AND SONS. 

I know General John H. Winder very well. I think he wall at Anderson
ville several months. He left there in October, 1864. He commanded military 
prisons. east of the Mississippi river. I cannot say to what extent the accused 
had official connection with General Winder; they were both at Andersonville 
together. I have known the accused to issue orders for transportation in the 
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f G eral Winder, but do not know of his issuing any other orders in his 
name 0 r en not say if they were both exercising control there. . 
nai~' ~:hard B. Winder. He was a quartermaster, and was on duty at 

~now t Andersonville. r found him on duty there in October, 1864. He 
onfie tIme after'wards and went to Oamp Lawton, Millen, seventy-five miles from 
Ie t soon a '
 
Sarvaknnah·W S Winder. He was a captain, and his father's assistant adjutant
 now . . . r

He was on duty at Aniersonvl11e when went there. 
genera.I
 

BY WHOM THE PRISON WAS LOCATED.
 

The two captains Winder l?cated the prison, r thi~k. .r cannot speak wi!h 
b olute certainty as to when It was located, but r thmk It was commenced 1U 

N:vember or December, 1863. .In January, .1864, r had some conversation 
with General Winder on the subJect of that prIson, and he told me that those 
two officers were down there locating a prison. He said that he had sent them. 

DOCTOR WHITE. 

r know Joseph White; he was a surgeon in thp, confederate army, and was 
on duty at Andersonville when r went there. He left soon afterwards for 
Millen. He was senior surgeon at Andersonville. 

R. R. STEVENSON. 

r know R. R. Stevenson; he was a surgeon there after Dr. White left. I 
think he was in charge of the hospital for a short time until a surgeon senior to 
him came. 

THE DOGS. 

r know that there were dogs kept at the prison. They were intended, on the 
escape of prisoners, to track them, so that they could be recaptured. They were 
used,in that way. r do not know how they were subsisted, except in this; that 
after the prison became almost empty of prisoners, when there were none left 

. but a few sick, the dogs were subsisted by corn meal furnished by the commis
sary. I heard they were mustered into the confederate service as horses, but I 
do not know of my own knowledge that they were. A man named Turner had 
them in charge; r do not know his given name, or what became of him. 

INSTRUME~TS OF TORTURE. 

I have seen at the prison an instrument called" the stocks." The prisoner 
did not tell me anything about the use of them; he never spoke to me about 
them at all. I do not know of any man being put in them, except the one of 
whom r spoke. 

The prisoner never told me about any other instrument of torture or disci
pline used for the purpose of enforcing discipline. There was a ball and chain 
at the place. I have heard him speak of an instrument called the "chain gang." 
He said there had been such a gang at Andersonville. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
r thinkl went on duty at Andersonville about the 10th 01' 12th of· October, 

1864. I remained there until the 19th of April, 1865. Oaptain Wirz was there 
all the time that r was there, except one or two days when he was on leave of 
abse.nce: He may have been sick for a few days, and off dnty for that cause. 
I thmklt very likely. I was much his senior in rank. He was not under my 
command as far as the prison was concerned. I was in command of the post 
at Oa~p .Sumter, Audersonville, Georgia. 'The order defines the two positions 
very d1stmctly. The commissaries and quartermasters, and the officers of the 
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confederate hospital were under my control. I had a right to call on the officer 
commanding the troops-who was, part of the time, a brigadier general-to 
fnrnish me such troops as Captain Wirz might require me to furnish to him. 
These troops were turned over to Captain Wirz, and were under his immediate 
command. The quartermaster and commissary were under my immediate com
mand; none of them were under the authority of Captain Wirz'in any way. 
The commissary furnished the prison with supplies of all descriptions. '1'he 
prisoners did not draw clothing at all; there was an agreement betwee~ both 
governments that each should clothe its own men. The proper person to supply 
clothing would be the quartermaster, not the commissary. The quartermaster 
did not supply any prisoners with clothing that I know of. 

I did not at any time exercise any control over the prisoners; that was none 
of my duty; I had no orders to give to Captain Wirz so far as the discipline 
of the prison was concerned; I can tell you cases wheJ:.ein I might have given 
Captain Wirz orders, but I cannot tell you cases wherein I did give him any, 
If Captain Wirz attempted to give an order to a post officer under my command 
I would have forbidden him to do it; he had no right to do it any more than I 
had a right to interfere with him in the arrangement of his prison. 

THE RATIONS. 

The commissary supplied the provisions on the requisition of Captain Wirz; 
I know there was food enough to feed the troops and the priso'ners there; I 
believe the rations issued to both were the same; that is my impression; I do 
not know it positively; I do not recollect what the rations were exactly. 

Q. State what rations were furnished to the prisoners.
 
(The question was objected to by the judge advocate on the ground that nothing
 

had been asked in the examination in chief' about the rations. 
The commission, after deliberation, overruled the objection.) 
A. The ration was meat, (I cannot tell the quantity,) corn-meal, what we call 

peas, but what are here called beans, molasses or sirup, and in the hospital they got 
some flour. 

. Q. Did these rations vary or were they served all the time 1 
A. They ought not to have varied, but whether they did or not I do not know. 
Q. Do you know whether they were generally served dUl'ing the time you 

were there 1 
A. I know that requisitions were daily made during that time. 
Q. Do you not know as to the quantity of the ration 1 
A. I do not. 
Q. Can you tell us as to the quality? 
A. I can only tell you this, that if the rations were unsound as issued, a 

board of survey would have been at once appointed to have condemned them. 
Q. Do you know anything about Captain Wirz complaining several times to 

the board of survey? 
, A. He could not have complained to the board of survey. for there was none 

appointed. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to this course of cross-examination, as it was 

in respect to new matter which was not touched in the direct examination. 
The PRESIDENT. In overruling the last objection the court meant to convey 

the idea that the witness was adopted by the defence as its own witness. 
Mr. BAKER. That Buggestionhad never been made. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. This witness is subp~naed by the defence. 
Mr. BAKER. This witness is put upon the stand not by the defence, but by 

the government, and we have a !'ight to cross-examine him on all points ramify
ing from those on which he was examined by the prosecution. 

The court was cleared for deliberation, and on the doors being re'opened it 
was announced by the president that the understanding of the court, when it 
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, itted counsel to ask questions touching the rations, was that the defence 
peIm doptI'ng the witness as its own witness, and that but for that understanding 
wasa h' d h' . h bth ourt would not ave permItte t ose mterrogatorIes to ave een put.. 
~c BAKER, 'l'hen we will withdraw all the examination on that point. 
T~'e PRESIDENT. Counsel must understand d~stinctly. that. there is .no striking 
t	 r withdrawing from the record; whatever IS done In thIS court IS done. 

oUrr~e WITNESS resumed: Captain Wirz reported to me asan officer of the post; 
he made his morning report of p~'is0J:.1ers, so that i!1 making his da~ly requisition 
£ . provisions I could compare It With the mornmg report of prisoners to see 
t~I t he was drawing rations for the exact number; I know that he drew rations 
ev:ry day for the prisoners, and every day I signed his provision returns; that 
was his duty.

Q, Did you give any orders to buy anything 1 
A. I did to the quartermaster. 
Q. Did you ever give any to Oaptain Wirz ? 
A. I have no recollection of ever having done so; I gave the quartermaster 

orders to buy large quantities of lumber, which he was unable to do; this lum
ber 'was to be used for the erection of quarters; it could not be obtained because 
the post was without funds with which to pay for it; I frequently gave orders 
to the commissary, which were complied with when it was within his power to 
do	 so.
 

Q.Do you know that sometimes the orders could not be filled 1
 
A. I do not recollect; I think it very likely. 
Q. You do not know whether any orders that you gave the commissary to 

purchase things were complied with 1 
A. He was not a purchasing commissary; he was simply an issuing commis

sary. 
By the JUDGE .ADVOCATE: 

Captain Wirz made the provision returns every morning, and they were pre
sented to me for my approval; I do not know whether the amount drawn on 
them was delivered to the prisoners, but I take it for granted they were; I had 
nothing to, do with the distribution of provisions to the prisoners; I do not know 
whether they were distributed, but I presume that they were. 

THE DEAD-LI:.'Ii'E. 

By Mr. BAKER: 
, The dead-line had been established previous to my going to .Andersonville; 

I do not know when it was established; 1 do not know of Captain Wirz shooting 
anyone for passing it. . 

'fHE PRISON RULES. 

Q. Do yot~:know who was in the habit of giving orders in that prison for 
executing any sentence 1
 

.A. I do not know of any sentence having been pronounced.
 
Q. Do you know who put in the stocks the man you spoke of? 
A, It was done by order of Captain Wirz; I know he was not ordered to dll 

it by any superior officer. 
Q. Do you state that one of the rules governing that prison was that men 

should be put into the stocks 1 
.A. I do not know that there was any rule on the subject; I do not know 

~h<! established the rule in regard to shooting prisoners who passed the dead 
hne; it was in force when I went there; I do not know when it was established;' 
t~ere were written orders and rules, such as I referred to; I have none of them 
With me, and I have not the least idea where they are. 
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Q. Did the rules or orders under which you acted and those under which 
Captain Wirz acted emanate from the same source 1 

A. The printed rules of which I spoke were posted in several of the offices; 
they have been all lost ; they were signed by Captain Wirz and approved by 
an officer who was there before me; whether by General Winder or not I can
not say. . 

Q. Did they relate to officers higher than Captain Wirz as well as to him ~ 
A. There were no printed rules at the post; the general army regulations 

governed all officers whether in the field or at the post, but these rules of which 
I speak were specially for the government of the prison and not for the post j 
the post officers were supposed to be governed by the common articles of war 
and the army regulations. 

Q. Then these rules you refer to did not relate to officers of a higher grade 
than Captain Wirz? . . 

A. They related to the discipline of the prison j they were rules and regu
lations issued by the officer cummanding the prison for the government of the 
prison, and had no reference at all to the post or its officers. 

Q. Then they related to officers inferior in rank to him who issued them 1 
A. Yes. 

THI> DOGS. 
\ 

The hounds were in charge of a man named Turner; they were certainly not 
bloodhounds according to my understanding of what blood hounds are; I think 
they were ordinary plantation dogs, a mixture of hound and cur, and anything 
else-the ordinary plantation dogs; I think there were about six or seven kept 
there j they were not kept in the prison, but about an eighth of a D!ile from it, 
in a building which had been used as soldiers' quarters; I believe they were a 
part of the discipline of the prison j I do not know by whose order the dogs 
were kept there j I do not know who established them there at all. . 

Q. Did you bver know of Captain Wirz giving any orders in reference to 
them? 

A. Mr. Turner was under the orders of Captain Wirz. 
Q. Would he not have been under the orders of any other person who was 

in Captain Wirz's place 1 
A. That I cannot say j I could not say under whose orders he might have 

been before I went there. 
Q. You never knew of Captain Wirz using them at all 1 
A. I never knew of his using them himself; I know that ML·. Turner, who 

kept them, was under Captain Wirz's orders. 
Q. Was Mr. Turner a person in the employ of the prison 1 
A. He was a detailed soldier. 
Q. Do you know who detailed him to take care of those dogs? 
A. I do not.
 
Q; Was he on duty when you went there 1
 
A. Yes; he was on the same detail when I went there. 
Q. Did they keep the same dogs there all the time 1 
A. I cannot say. 
Q. Did you ever see them yourself? 
A. Often. 
Q. How large dogs were they? 
A. 'l'hey were of various sizes, little and big. 
Q. Were they ferocious dogs or were they harmless? 
A. I do not think they were harmless dogs. 
Q. Were they dangerous dogs? 
A. I do not know about that. 
Q. Were they anything more than the ordinary farm dog? 
A. They were the ordinary pla.ntation dog. 
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Q. Not all feroeiouks or danbgertouths ?t . 
A. Well, I do not now a ou a. 

AUGUST 24, 1865. 
MEDICAL TESTIMONY. 

Dr. JOHN O. BATES, for the prosecution: 

I have been residing for. t~lC past four or five years in. the State of .Geo~gia. 
. practitioner of medICme, and have been engaged III that professIOn smce I am a d I A d '11' " 1850 I have -been on uty at tIe II ersonvi e pnsoll as actmg aSSIstant 

'on I was assig'ned there on the 19th of September, 1864; reported for 
~Ill~geon' the 22d, and left there on the 26th of March, 1865. (A paper was here 
hu ~ed to witness.) I think I have seen that before. It is a pass given me by 
O~;tain Wirz to ent~r the ~tockade. (The pass was then put in evi.dence.) I 
was ordered Ly MedICal DIrector Stout to report to 1. H. or J. H. WhIte, surgeon 
in charge. He having been hurt by some railroad accident, I reported to Dr. 
R. R. Stevenson. 

The following' order, being produced by the witness, was then put in evi
dence: 

OFFICE MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF HOSPITAL, 
Macon, GeOlogia, Septembe1' 19, 1864. 

Acting Assistant Surg-eon J. C. Bates is hereby relieved from duty. at Macon, Georgia,
 
and will report without delay to Surgeon J. H. Whi~e, in ~harge of hosp!tal at Anderson

ville, Georgia, for duty. Quartermaster department will furlllSh transportatlOn.
 

S. H. STOUT, 
Medical Director. 

By S. M. BERNISS, 
Surgeon P. A.,e. S. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon J. C. BATES. 

THE CO:\'DITION 01<' THE PRISONERS IN THE HOSPITAL. 

I reported to Dr. Stevenson, who assigned me to the third division of the 
military prison hospi~al, under Dr. Sheppard; I was assigned to the fifteenth 
ward, as then designated. 

Upon going to the hospital I went immediately to the ward to which I was 
assigned, and, although I am not an over-sensitive man, I must confess I was 
rather shocked at the appearance of things. The men were lying partially nude 
and dying and lousy, a portion of them in the sand and others upon boards 
which had been stuck up on little props, pretty well crowded together, a ma
jority of them in small tents, looking to be ten~s that were not very serviceable 
at best. I went round and examined all that were placed in my charge. That 
was the condition of the men. By and by, as I became familiarized with the 
condition of affairs, the impressions which were at first produced upon me wore 
off, more or less. I became familiar with scenes of misery and they did 
not affect me so much. I inquired into the rations of the men; I felt disposed 
t~ do my duty; and after the men found that I was inclined to aid them so far 
as I could in my sphere of action, they frequently asked me for a teaspoonful 
of salt, or an order for a little siftings that came out of the meaL I would ask . 
them what they wanted the siftings for; some of them wished them to make 
some bread. I would inquire into the state of their disease, and if what they 
asked for would injure them, I would not allow them to have it. I would give 
the~ an order for sifted meal where I found that the condition of the patient 
requIred something better than siftings. They would come at times in consid
erable numbers to get these little orders for an extra ration, or if not a ration, 
wh.a~ever portion they could get. I spent a considerable portion of my time in 
wrItmg orders, and I did it very laconically. I had three words that constituted 
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a bona fide order, which should be respected by the head cook or baker. We 
commonly called him Bob-his name was Allen; he was from .Illinois. 'rhe 
order would read in this way: "Bob-meal-Bates." If any more words were 
attached to it, it was not a genuine order. I nsed that discrimination in order 
to favor the sickest of them, so that they might get what they could, at the ex
pense, perhaps, of those who could get along better without it. These orders 
were constantly applied for, and I would sign them till my patience was almost 
worn out. The meat ration was cooked at a different part of the hospital; and 
when I would go up there, especially when I was medical officer of the day, 
the men would gather aroimd me ffind ask me for a bone. I would grant their 
request so far as I saw bones. I would give them whatever I could find at my 
disposition without robbing others. I well knew that an appropriation of one 
ration took it from the general issue; that when I appropriated an extra ration 
to one man, some one else would fall minus upon that ration. I then fell back 
upon the distribution of bones. They did not presume to ask me for meat at 
all. So far as rations are concerned, that is about the way matters went along 
for some time after I went there. 

Clothing we had none; they could not be furnished with any clothing, except 
that the clothing of the dead was generally appropriated to the living. We 
thus helped the living along as well as we could. 

Of vermin or lice there was a very prolific crop there. I got to understand 
practically the meaning of the term "lousy;" I would generally find some 
upon myself after retiring to my quarters; they were so numerous that it was 
impossible for a surgeon to enter the hospital without having some upon him 
when he came out, if he touched anybody or anything save the ground, and 
very often if he merely stood still any considerable length of time he would 
get them upon him. 

When I went to the hospital I found the men destitnte of clothing and bed
ding; there was a partial supply of fuel, but not sufficient to keep the men warm 
and prolong their existence. Shortly after I arrived there I was appointed officer 
of the day. I learned that the officer of the day was in supreme command 
of all pertaining to the hospital, and that it was my duty as such to go into the 
various wards and divisions of the hospital and rectify anything that needed to 
be cared for. In visiting the hOdpital I made a pretty thorough examination. 
As a general thing,' the patients were destitute; they were filthy and partly 
naked. 'l'here seemed to be a disposition only to get something to eat. The 
clamor all the while was for something to eat. 'rhey asked me for orders for 
this, that, and the other-peas or rice, or salt, or beef tea, or a potato, or a bis
cuit,or a piece of cornbread, or siftings, or meal. 

Medicines were scarce; we could not get what we wished. We drew upon 
the indigenous remedies; they did not seem to answer. We gathered lup large 
quantities of them, but very few served for medicines as we wished. We wanted 
the best and most powerful anti-scorbutics, as well as something that was sooth
ing and healing, especially to the lining membrane of the alimentary canal, and 
such things as were calculated to counteract a dropsical disposition and a gan
grenous infection. Those were prominent things in the hospital. We had not 
at all times the proper remedies to administer, and the indigenous remedies did 
not serve us, and could not serve us in those complain ts. We were obliged to 
do the best we could. 

There was in my ward a boy of fifteen or sixteen years, in whom I felt a par
ticular interest. My attention was more immediately called to him from his 
youth, and he appealed to me in such a way that I could not well avoid heed
ing him. He would often ask me to. bring him a potato, a piece of bread, a 
biscuit, or something of that kind, which I did; I would put them in my pocket 
and give them to him. I would sometimes give him a raw potato, and as he 
had the scurvy, and also gangrene, I would advise him not to cook the potato 
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II but to eat it !'ItW, as an anti-scorhutic. I supplied him in that way for 
at a 'time but I could not give him a sufficiency. He became bed-ridden upon 
s~:~ips a~ld back, lying upon the ground; we afterwards got him some straw. 
i'hose bed-ridden sO~'('s had be.come gangrenous. He became. more and more 

cI'ated until he dIed. The hce, the want of bed and beddlllg, of fuel and 
ema, . h' d h 
~ d were the cause ot 1S eat.' 
001 ~as a little shy. I did not know that I was allowed to take such things 

t the patients; and Thad been so ofLen arrested that I thought it necessary to O
b a little shy in what I did, and keep it to myself. I would put a potato in 

e ocket and would turn around and let it drop to this man or others. I did :!t ~ishto be observ.ed by anybody. When I fir?t w~nt there, I understoo.d that 
't was positively ag nnst the orders to take anytlnng m. 
1 I can speak of other cases amor.g the patients j two or tluee others in my ward 
were in the same condition j and there were others who came to their death 
frOID the bad condition of things and the lack of necessary supplies. That is 
my professional opinion. . 

I had occasion to visit the entire hopital occasionally, and so far as I saw its 
condition was generally the same as I have been describing. At the time I 
went there, I think, from the best observations I could make, there were, per
haps, '2,000 or 2,500 sick in that hospital. 

We had cases of chilblains or frost-bitten feet. Most generally, in addition 
to what was said to be frost-bite, there was gangrene. I did not see the sores 
in the original chilblains. I do not think I call say if there were any amputa
tions or any deat.hs resulting from sufferings of that character, not having 
charged my mind as to whether the amputations were in consequence of chil
blains, or because, from accidental abrading of the surface, gangrene set in. 
But for a while amputations were practiced in the hospital almost daily, arising 
from a gangrenous and scorbutic condition, which, in many cases, threatened 
the saturation of the whole system with this gangrenous or offensive matter, 
unless the limb was amputated. In cases of amputation of that sort, it would 
sometimes become necessary to reamputate, from gangrene taking hold of 
the stump again. Some few successive amputations were made. I recollect 
two or three which were successful. I kept no statistics; those were kept by 
the prescription clerks and forwarded to headquarters. I did not think at the 
time that the surgeon-in-chief did all in his power to relieve the condition of 
those men, and I made my report accordingly. 

In visiting the wards in the morning I would find persons lying dead; some
times I would find them lying among the living. I recollect on one occasion' 
telling my steward to go and wake up a certain one, and when I went myself 
to wake hil)1 up he was taking his everlasting sleep. That occurred in another 
man's ward, when I was officer of the day. Upon several occasions, on going 
into my own wards, I found men whom we did not expect to die, dead from the 
sensation of chilblains produced during the night. This was in the hospital. 
I was not so well acquainted with how it was in the stockade. I judge though, 
from what I saw, that numbers suffered in the same way there. 

The effeect of scurvy upon the systems of tne men as it developed itself 
there was the next thing to rottenness. Their limbs would become drawn up. 
It would manifest itself constitutionally. It would draw them up. rr:hey 
would go on crutches sideways, or crawl upon their hands and knees or on their 
haunches and feet as well as they could. Some could not eat unless it was 
something that needed no mastication. Sometimes they would be furnished 
beef tea 01' boiled rice, or such things as that would be given them, but not to 
the extent which I would like to see. In some cases they c01;lld not eat corn 
bread; their teeth would be loose and their gums all bleeding. I have known 
cases of that kind. I do not speak of it as a general thing. They would ask 
me to intel~est myself and get them something which they could swallow with: 
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out subjecting them to so much pain in mastication. It seems to me ~ did ex
press my pl:ofessional opinion that men died because they could not eat the 
rations they got. 

I cannot state what proportion of the men in whose cases it became necessary 
to amputate from gangrenous wounds, and also to re-amputate from the same 
cause, recovered. Never having charged my mind on the subject, and not ex
pecting to be called upon in such a capacity, I caunot give an approximate 
opinion which I would deem reliable. In 1864, amputations from that cause 
occurred very frequeutly indeed; during the short time in 1865 that I was 
there, amputations were not frequent. 

I cannot state with any certainty the proportion of prisoners treated in the 
hospital who recovered and were sent back to the stockade. There were clerks 
appointed to keep all those accounts, and I tried to confine myself strictly to 
my own duty, and did not interest myself in any statistical enumeration of facts 
or data. 
. The prisoners in the stockade and the hospital were not very well protected 
from the rain; only by their own meagre means, their blankets, holes in the 
earth, and snch things. In the spring of 1865, when I was in the stockade, 
I saw a shed thirty feet wiele and sixty feet long-the sick principally were in 
that. 'rhey were in about the same condition as those in the hospital. As to 
the prisoners generally, their only means of shelter from the snn ano rain were 
their blankets, if they had carried any along with them. I regarded that lack 
of shelter as a source of disease. 

THE RATIONS OF THE PRISONERS IN THE HOSPITALS. 

Rice, peas, and potatoes were the common issue from the confederate govern
ment; but as to turnips, carrots, tomatoes, and cabbage, of that class of vege
tables, I never saw any. There was no green corn issued. Western Georgia 
is generally considered a pretty good corn-growing country. 

Mr. BAKER objected to the line of examination that was being pursued by 
the judge advocate, on the ground that it was taking too wide a range, and that 
the evidence elicited was not connected in any way with the defendant. 

The court, after deliberation, overruled the objection. 
'l'he witness resumed: Green corn could have been used as an anti-scorbutic 

and as an antidote. A vegetable diet, so far as it contains any alterative or med· 
ical qualities, serves as an anti·scorbutic. 

'l'he ration issued to the patients in the hospital was corn mei'll, beef, bacon, 
pork occasionally but not much of it; at times, green bacon, peas, rice, salt, 
sugar, and potatoes. I enumerate those as the varieties served out. Potatoes 
were not a COllstant ratioll; at times they were sent in, perhaps a week or two 
weeks at a time, and then they would drop off. 'rhe daily ration was less from 
the time I went there in September, through October, November, and Decem
ber, than it was fi.·om January till March 26, the time I left. I never made a 
calculation as to the number of rations intended for each man; I was never 
called to do that. So far as I saw, I believe I would feel safe in saying that, 
while there m·ight. have been less, the amount was not over twenty ounces for 
twenty-four hours. 

From J annary to March the i.·ationswere better than they had been before. 
The surgeon of the post had been changed. Dr. Stevenson was superseded by 
Dr. Clayton, who, I thought, interested himself very much to relieve the suffer
ings ·of the prisoners there. While Dr. Stevenson was director of the hospital,II I never saw much interest manifested on his part to relieve the necessities of 

11 the prisoners. . . 
\' Q. What nnmber of ounces of healthy nutricious food is necessary to sup

port life and health 1 
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. " one unvaried diet, confining a man to anyone article or anyone 
. A·fUPt~~ s for a length of time, I do not know but that a man would starve 
set 0 ." ILr IC en lenty. That is a physiological question. The va'rious secre
t? deat;t~POsy!tero deroand a mnltifarious diet for the proper feeding of the 
tlOnS 0 . I~ Oil were to confine a man to a single article of diet or four or five 
sy~tem. f di~ for one year, I am inclined to say that he conld not live. It is 
artI.cles °h siological point. 'rhe monotonous. diet issued fro.~ September till 
j-m~:/,:hich contin:ued. afterward. thou~h. 111 larger q,uantItIes, was such as 

an y without varY1l1g It, could not have"lIved upon wIthout very bad effects, 
the m~h' "nervous system especially.. These are physiological points which I 
udPon t eexpect to be asked about. The diet was monotonous, consisting of corn 

I d no d l' . t . 1J eas of not very goo qna Ity, sometImes sweet po atoes, sometImes to-
meabl'yPgood beef, at other times not so; sometimes good bacon, at other times 
era d I . .. I d J" 1. . bacon which was not goo. t IS my 0p1l1lOn t lat men starve to (leat 1 

~a:onseq;ence of the paucit.y of the rations, especially in the fall of 1864, the 
muaJity not being very good and the quantity neficient. 
qQ. Did you ~ver examine the question. su~ciently to state the nnmber of 
ounces of nutriclOuS food necessary to sus tam hfe and health 1 

A. I had a little discussion with Dr. Olayton upon that. It was after the 
first of January when he took charge. I was ordered to make a particular and 
especial report of every article that was issued, taki.ug the n.umber of patients 
then iu the hospital and the attendants. I went to the commIssary myself, and 
saw the provisions loaded up, carried in and weighed. I took those figures and 
the figures of the attendants iu the hospital. '1'he calculations which I made 
there were that sixteen ounces of meal would make twenty-eiglit ounces of bread, 
and sixteen ounces of Boll!' would make twenty-two ounces of bread. I 
gave the prisoners in that calculation the benefit of the increase. In reference 
to the meat, I did not make any calculation for the bones, because they were 
generally disposed of by the prisoners, who were glad to get them. By the 
first definite calculation which I made, the patients received thirty-two and some 
tenths ounces, and the attendants received thirty or thirty-one ounces. This 
was after Dr. Clayton got charge. rrhese facts were stated in my first report 
to him. Six days afLerward I was called upon to make a similar report, and I 
think then the attendants got thirty-two ounces, and the patients got twenty
eight ounces of this monotonous food. I am not prepared to say how long life 
could be sustained npon a monotonons diet. 

Q. Did you think that the food served ont was snfficient in quantity 1 
A. After Jannary, 18(j5, the quantity was sufficient if it could have been 

varied. Dr. Olayton and myself concluded that thirty to thirty-three ounces 
for the sick was a sufficiency at that tim~. Many of the sick did not 
consume all that was issued to them, but appropriated it otherwise. There 
was great trading and bargaining going on all the time. I know that the pa
tients in the hospital greatly improved after the change of administration from 
Dr. Stevenson to Dr. Olaytoll. I know that they got more provisions and were 
better cared for. I never made a report to Dr. Olayton as medical officer of 
the day but he heeded every point, and when I pointed out any deficiency he 
would ask me to iuterest myself personally and remedy it, and he would do 
anything that conld be done. 

Q. Was that the fact before Dr. Clayton took charge 1 
A. I cannot say that it was. . 

THE AUTHORITY OF CAPTAIN WIRZ OVER THE HOSPITAL. 

!,-n altercation took place there between Dr. James and Oaptain Wirz. Upon 
gomg into the hospital one morning I learned my chief clerk was arrested, and 
had been ordered to be bucked and gagged; I did not see him gagged; I saw 
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him bucked j he was sitting outside of the gate of the hospital. Upon inquiry, I 
found that he had by some means or other neglected to report a man that was 
missing; and it was a question whether the duty of reporting this man belonged 
to the confederate sergeant, whose duty it was to call the roll of the sick, or to 
this clerk. Dr. James wrote a letter to Oaptain Wirz, or some other man j I 
saw ,that letterjDr. James read it to me. I am not positive as to whom it was 
addressed to j but he spoke of Oaptain Wirz's tyranny in the punishment of this 
man, as he was very faithful in doing his duty. Dr.•Tames rather felt out
raged at the manner in which the man had been treated, and he made a 
demurrer. 

By Mr. BAKER: 
Q. Are you stating what that letter contained 1 
A. Partly.
 
Mr. BAKER objected to any evidence as to the contents of the letter referred
 

to	 by witness. 
By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

Q. State what occurred. 
A. Letters were passed, ftom the best evidence I got.
 

By the PRESIDENT.:
 
Q. Do you know what became of the letter of which you have spoken? 
A. No. sir j after it left Dr. James I never saw it. 
Q. Do you know to wborn it was sent 1 
A. I am not positive whether it was to Oolonel Gibbs, Oaptain Wirz, or some 

one else. 
By the JUDGE ADVOCATg : 

Q. State what occurred in relation to that altercation between Dr. James and 
Captain Wirz. 

A. Some letters passed. The man still continued under punisllment there at 
the gate. 

Q. Did auything at that time occur to determine the right of Oaptain Wirz 
to interfere in the hospital? 

A. I thought so at the time, and think so yet. 
Q. How did the surgeons regard it afterwards 1 
A. From the position taken, they regarded themselves as having very little 

privilege or right; that they had no right to give a dose of medicine without 
his orders or permission. 

Mr. BAKER. We object to that j let us have what they said. 
Q. What did they say? 
A. The surgeon said that we had no right to give a dose of medicine without 

permission from Oaptain Wirz. Dr. J"ames, myself, and others who talked of it, 
said this. 

Q. With that impression you continued on duty there 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did the surgeons say about the matter 1 
A. They acknowledged the right of Oaptain Wirz over the hospital by an 

acquiescence in the position he had assumed. 

THE ATTENDANTS AT THE HOSPITAL. 

'1'he attendants ~t the hospital were men from the ranks of the prisoners 
themselves j that IS, the attendants, nurses, stewards, clerks, bakers, litter
bearers, water-carriers, police, and all such officers. Oonfederate sergeants called 
the rolls of the sick and of the attendants. TLe man that I spoke of as being 
bucked was W. W. Orooker j he was a federal prisoner there j as well as I 
recollect he was chief clerk of what constituted the old division of the hospital. 
His headquarters were in my ward. 
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THE NUMBER AND CONDITION OF THB PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

At the time I went there there were 20,000 01' 25,000 in the prison, as near 
as I could judge. From looking over the stockade 01' going among them,I 
could only guess as to the number. 

I was ordered into the stockade on temporary duty. I applied to Oaptain vVirz 
for a pass to go in, and be issued that pas~. At the time I went into the stockade 
the prisoners were placed on the south sIde of the branch. Before I had been 
ordered in there some of them had been sent to Millen 01' Florence. or some
where else, and tbe number had been decreased. 'rhe larger part of the stock
ade was entirely vacant. At the time I was ordered in there, I think there were 
perhaps from 5,000 to 7,000 men there. When I first came there, there were saill 
to be in the larger part of the stockade some 20,0.00 or 25,000. I went into the 
stockade and reported to Dr. Mudd. He assigned to me the duty of discrimi
nating as to the cases which should be sent to the hospital and those which 
should be kept in the stockade, which did not require to be sent to 'the hospital. 
After discriminating and reporting for that day, I walked around the stockade 
as a matter of curiosity. I saw how the men were situated. I saw some in 
holes which they had excavated. I found a large number in the hospital, which 
was the fifth division in the stockade. Barracks 01' sheds were put up there for 
the sick. I thought those were doing pretty well c@mpared with those out in 
the main hospital; but still they were in the same condition, so far afl I conld 
see. I walked outside among those reputed as being well; I saw sick men 
lying round among them. The shelters consisted of their own blankets spread 
upon poles and sticks, and also of places excavated in the earth. They were 
fixed up as well as they could be with the means which they had, which were 
entirely such as they could furnish themselves. In additiou to this barracks or 
hospital ill the stockades, I saw no shelter except what their own ingenuity had 
devised. There were several of those sheds. They reached pretty well across 
the north end of the stockade; olle or ~wo, I believe, were not completed in the' 
northeast cornel'. How many there were I do not know. I understood they 
were erected only for the sick. From what I saw I thought they were suffer
ing from want of food in the stockade as well as out. The prevailing diseases 
inside the stockade were scurvy, dropsy, diarrhcea, and gangrene. Sporadie 
ca.ses of other diseases would spring up. Along in the fall, we would have 
sometimes pneumouia and intermittent and remittent fevers. I eontinued on 
duty as visiting physician to the stockade ouly two days, as well as I can recol
lect; not beyond three. 

Q. Describe what kind of exhalations or odors arose from that prison. 
'A. There are two kinds of miasma laid down by medical writers: the kino 

and the ideo; one consists of exhalations from the hnman body in a state of dis
ease, and the other of exhalations from vegetable decompositions and saturations 
generally. There were both kinds there. The miasmatic efllllvia emanating 
from the hospital was very potep.t and offensive indeed. 

Q. In what way would it affect the healthy? 
A. If I had a scratch npan my hand-if the sk~n was broken or abraded in 

the least-I did not venture to go into the hospital without protecting it with 
adhesive plaster. I saw several sores originating from the infection of the gan
grenous effiuvia saturating the atmosphere. For this reason we were all very 
~au.tious. If a prisoner whose system was rednced by inanition, which would 
Illvlte and develop disease, should chance to stnmp his toe (some of them were 
barefooted) 01' scratch his hand, almost invariably the next report to me, so 
far as my charge was concerned, was gangrene, so potent was the influence 
of t~e real regular-built hospital gangrene. If auy one of the boys hurt him
self III ~ny way, he took particular pains to have the matter attended to as soon 
as pOSSIble, for they were all very apprehensive in reference to gangrene. 

H. E.1:. Doc. 23--J 
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Q. Did the same state of things exist in the stockade 1 
A. 1 thought when I was in there that the effiuvia was wor~e in the stockade 

t13n in the hospital. In the stockade the men were more thickly huddled 
together, like ants 01' hees or something of that kind. It was a hard matter to 
get through them. 

I found some of the prisoners inside the stockade tolerably well clad. '1'hose 
that I saw moving round looked to be clad in the usual uniform of. the United 
States. '1'hose that were able to help themselves seemed to be clad tolerably 
well. Those that were unable to help themselves were not clad so well. Some 
were without hlouses or anything ot' the kind. I was there during the winter 
of 1864-'65-not all the tim"e, however. I think I went into the stockade in 
January, 1865, or thereabouts. I went in to make personal observations-to 
look around. At that time all the men were confined on the south side of the 
stream that passed through the stockade. They were huddled together very 
thickly. We had some pretty cold weather for Georgia during that winter; 
once or twice, I think, I saw ice; it was thin, perhaps. We never 11ave much 
ice there. I do not know why the prisoners were so crowded on the south side 
of the stream. I only know the fact existed. Those who wanted to go to the 
hospital were all permitted to go to the other side and report at the barracks, 
there to undergo this discrimination: Those that were refused admission to the 
hospital wel'e ordcred back to the south side of the branch and kept there. 

THE CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

I did not charge my memory particularly in reference to the condition of the 
slream of water that flowed through the stockade. I only gave a passing 
glance to see whether that stream was sufficient to water those men. Iu pass
ing round I saw wells that had been dug by the prisoners, which induced me 
to look at the branch to see whether there was a sllfficiency of water. I thought 
there was; but in a dry time I suppose perhaps the water might Lave.been a 
little scant. 

One cook-house, I think, was at the north end of the stockade, and one on 
the west side, rather in the hollow, near the stockade. ('fhe witness pointed 
out 011 the Ciiagram the location of the cook-houses,) The drainage from the 
cook-house on the west side would pass through the stockade. The stream 
flowed from west to east, through the prison. I have passed around the stock
ade with the exception of the northwest corner. I have passed around to the 
upper COOk-!lOuse to see patients, then back and down to the north gate. I do 
110t kllow any reason why that cook-house could not have been located on the 
other side of the prison, unless tbe object in putting it where it was, was to 
make it convenient for hauling rations. Another location might make the dis
tance ful't.her. That is the only reason I know of. There were very nice 
grounds on the east and rear of the stockade. If it had been located there, its 
drainage would not have passed through the prison. 

The troops were located on either side of the stream that flowed through the 
prison. I see marked on this diagram a branch which I now recollect came 
hom the northwest, and another south of it, which joined the branch prior to 
its getting to the cook-house. You had to pass that to go to the depot; and 
the Georgia reserves, confederate troops, were located on the north side of the 
south branch, but upon the south side of the north branch. The branches 
upon which the regiments were located flowed through the prison. They 
formed a junction at a point indicated on this diagram, which is very correct. 
I now sec the fourth Georgia infantry. 'fhey are very well located. The 
drainage of thoRe camps would pass iuto t[lis branch. There was nothing that 
I know of to have prevented those camps from being located on the branch be' 
low the prison. I suppose they were locate<l where they were only for com-e
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nience. There was a very good supply of water below, from which the military 
prison hospital was furnished. There was a kind of canal dug to let the water 
go there to water the hospital. On that branch was quite a swamp, and on the 
south side of the branch, some distance above the hospital, the ground became 
level. and the Georgia infantry were up there. I do not recollect if the margin 
of the stream, inside the stockade, was firm ground or swampy. I generally 
passed on the bridge; I could not get across otherwise. 

THE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

Immediately upon the west side of the stockade, and between there and the 
depot, there was timber scattered; on the north side, beyond the cook-house 
a little, there was plenty of timber; on the south side plenty had been cut in 
logs and lay there, and down by the hospital there was plenty. That is a 
woody country, and there was plenty of wood within a mile. It was fine tim
ber, and could have been made into shingles or clap-boards. I did not see any 
of it used to make shelter for the prisoners. A set of sheds were being erected 
there, as represented on the diagram, outside of the stockade and the hospital. 
They were in course of erection at the time of the abandonment of the place. 
No patients had ever been put in them. I regret to say that the supply of wood 
was not sufficient to keep the prisoners from what we term freezing' to death. 
They would not, perhaps, actually freeze to death, but a patient whose blood 
is thin, and his system worn down, is very susceptible to the influence of cold. 
In the absence of sufficient food, sufficient stimulus, and especially in the absence 
of fnel, many of the patients (I speak now of what I saw in my own ward) 
would, during the night, become so chilled that in the morning, passing round, 
I would remark to my steward, " Last night did the work for that poor fellow; 
he will die;" 01', " This one will die; I cannot resuscitate him with the means 
in my hands, his system is so reduced." Lying upon the ground during those 
chilly nights, (the weather was not freezing, but sufficient to thoroughly chill 
the whole system,) the patient would reach a condition in which resuscitation 
was a matter of impossibility after he commenced going down hill from this ex
posure. I have seen a number die in that way. 

In my judgment there was sufficient timber growing in the vicinity to supply 
fuel for cooking and for keeping' the pri!,oners warm, aud also to furnish shelter 
for them. I frequently made observation while there, that there was plenty of 
wood to supply every demand-shingles, boards, logs to make huts, and plenty 
for fuel. That is a woody country; the wood is pine wood. I judged that it 
could be made into boards and rails from the fact that they were pretty plenty 
there, and from the fact that I saw the boys splitting boards for the new hospital 
shed that was going up. , 'l'here was no deficiency of wood. 

THE DOGS. 

I have seen dogs at the prison. As I have seen the practice there, they were 
used to hunt the prisoners that escaped. I cannot say that I ever treated in 
the hospital any soldiers who had been wounded by dogs. I do not now recol
lect any such cases. 

THE SKETCH OF THE PRlSO"l. 

(A diagram was exhibited to witness.) 
I. have seen that before; it was given to me in the Andersonville prison by 

FelIx De La Baume. The tents, chimneys, fence, trees, cart and mule, etc., are 
correct. One sketch hl're of "Dr. Bates" is pretty good, but rather spiudle
shanked. The great point in which it is not fac simile is that too few men are 
represented. If there were forty delineated where there is one it would be more 
correct. These men walking on their hands and knees and on crutches, some 
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carrying their tin cups in their mouths, represent men who could not go there 
otherwise. '1'hey were afRicted with scurvy as a general thing. One man repre
sented here I recognize as a man named Ison, who was a subject of dementia; 
he only crept along on his haunches and feet. I recognize several others whose 
names I never learned, bnt whom I frequently saw. That man with the bucket 
in his mouth, I frequently saw crawling up for his rations. I see one man here 
representing" Dr. Bates examining the character and quantity of the beef," to
gether with the confederate surgeon and Ed. Young, boss of that .cook-house. 
I also see one figure representing" Dr. Bates giving beef-bones to the cripples." 
It was my prerogative as officer of the day to supervise the cooking and adminisc 
tration ofthe rations, and to attend to anything that generally belongedto the hospi
tal. When rations were being issued I would frequently go there. Those detailed 
to cut up the meat would put the bones in one pile and count the rations and 
put them carefully in another. When I would go there from twenty to one hun
dred or more would ask me, some of them very imploringly, for a bone. I would 
say, "Yes, you can have all th~ bones." I see that I am represented here as 
handing bones to those cripples. I would hand them out as here represented. 
The general representation in this diagram is about correct, save that there were 
twenty or forty men to one represented here. They were very thick about the 
cook-house. 

(Diagram was then put in evidence.) 

THE TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

On entering the stockade, I would find dead prisoners. They were generally 
laid up at the gate under some sheds 01' boughs constituting a dead-house. They 
were first brought out to the gate and laid just inside of the inner stockade; 
they were then carried on Etters to the inside of the outer stockade, and from 
there they were hauled·away in wagons-sometimes two-horse, sometimes four
horse wagons. 'l'hey were laid in the wagon, I believe, head foremost, one on 
another, regularly alolig in layers. I do n~t know how they were buried. 

The dead-house of the hospital was in the southwest corner. When I first 
went there, what was called a dead-house consisted of some boards put up into 
a ki.nd of shed. These boards were used by the inmates of the hospital or 
somehow else; at any rate they disappeared. For some time the dead were 
laid there without any shelter. Every time I carne on duty as officer of the 
day, which was every six days, I reported that there was no dead-house, and 
called the attention of the authorities to the erection of a dead-house or some 
place to deposit the dead, not to let them lie without shelter and exposed to the 
sun. This was in the hospital. They did not allow the corpse to lie long enough 
to cause any exhalations from putrefaction. Outside they were hauled off 
immediately to the grave-yard; at least I saw them hauled away-I never 
visited the grave-yard. 

We needed a dead-house, so as to have some place to lay the corpses decently. 
At one time we got a tent erected for a dead-house, but that did not last very 
long. Every morning when I would go in I would find a blanket or a quilt 
sliced off. 'The men would appropriate them to wrap themselves up. At first 
the top commenced going, and in a few days all was gone. I remarked that 
it was no use to erect such dead-houses as that, except to supply the men with 
blankets, though I had no objection to their being erected every night, if the 
men conld thereby get blankets. If my memory serves me right, no more 
dead-honses were erected. I think that tent I managed to gtt erected was the 
last. 
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THE REBEL AUTHORITIES ADVISED BY REPORTS OF THE CuNDITION OF THE 
PRISONERS. 

The morning after making my first tour as officer of the day, I sat down and 
made a report, the language of which I do not n?w recollect, but the substance 
was based upon the condition in which I found the hospital. That report was 
sent up, and I being a novice in military matters, for some things which I had 
~aid in that report I received a written reprimand, signed" R. R. Stevenson, 
by Dr. Diller," his assistant in the office. The date of that report was about 
the 24th or 25th of September, two or three days after 1 reported. I continued 
to make those reports, but I think they were not heeded. 

Meetings of theE\urgeons were held to see whether these things could not be 
remedied. Petitions were written and partially signed, and were then destroyed 
for want of a proper channel by which to send them· np. or some other objection. 
Finally there was a report made to the medical department; it was to be'sent 
to Surgeon General Moore or the secretary of war, I am not certain which. Dr. 
Eiland. Dr. McVey and some other doctors there signed it. It was not sent, as 
I understood. 'l'hese things were talked of, and the result was a medical inves
tigation was ordered to be made by Dr. Llewellyn and Dr. Guillot.' '1'hey were 
to inquire how the hospital fund had been used-the hospital fund that was 
appropriated for the Union prisoners. During the course of this investigation 
medical gentlemen were called upon the stand. myself among the rest, and the 
account clirrent of the hospital was examiued by these two medical gentlemen, 
who were inspectors under orders from the secretary of war. '1'his was after 
Dr. Stephenson left; he was ordered, I think, to Florence. I never saw any 
official opinion or report emanating from Dr. Guillot or Dr. Llewellyn. 

(A paper was exhibited to witness.) 
Q. Do you recognize the handwriting in that document? 
A. It was written before I went to the Andersonville prison, but I recognize 

it as the hand writing of Dr. Pelot, so far as I .recollect his bandwriting. I 
frequently saw him write; we made our morning report together. 

Q. Were you familiar with his handwriting 1 
A. Tolerably so. 
The paper purporting to be a morning report, made by Dr. Pelot as medical 

officer of the day, was offered in evidence. 
Mr. BAKER objected to its admission on the ground that it was not in any 

way	 connected with the prisoner. 
'1'he court, after deliberation, overruled the objection. 
The following report was then put in evid.ence : 

FIRST DIVISIO.'Il, O. S. M. P. HOSPITAL, 

September 5, 1864. 
SIR: As officer of the day, for the past twenty-four hours, I have inspected 

the hospital and fonnd it in as good condition as the nature of the circumstances 
will allow. A majority of the bunks are still unsupplied with. bedding, while 
hi. a portion of the division the tents are entirely destitute of either bunks, 
bedding or straw, the patients being compelled to lie upon the bare ground. 1 
would earnestly call attention to the article of diet. 'rhe Col'll bread received 
from the bakery being made up without sifting, is wholly unfit for the use of 
the sick; and often (in the last twenty-four hours) upon examination, the inner 
portion is found to be perfectly raw. The meat (beef) received by the patients 
does not amount to over two ounces a day, and for the past three or four days 
no flour has been issued. The corn bread cannoL be eaten by many, for to do 
so would be to increase the diseases of the bowels, from which a large majority 
are Buffering', and it is therefore thrown away. All their rations received by 
way of sustenance is two ounces of boiled beef and half pint of rice soup per 
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day. Under these circumstances, all the skill that can be brought to bear upon 
their cases by the medical officer will avail nothing. Another point to which 
I feel it my duty to call your attention is the deficiency of medicines. We 
have but little more than indigenous barks and roots with which to treat the 
numerous forms of disease to which our attention is daily called. }'or the 
treatment of wounds, ulcers, &c., we have literally nothing except water. 

Our wards-some of them-were filled with gangrene, and we are compelled 
to fold our arms and look quietly upon its ravages, not even having stimulants 
to support the system under its depressing influences, this article being so 
limited in supply that it can only be issued for cases under the knife. I would 
respectfully call your earnest attention to the above facts, in the hope that 
something may be done to alleviate the sufferings of the sick. 

I am, sir, very respectii:tlly, your obedient servant, 
J. CREWS PELOT, 

Assistant Surgeon C. 8. and Officer if tlu Day. 
Surgeon E. D. EILAND,
 

in charge First Division C. S. M. P. Hospital.
 

[See" Dr. Pelot's Report,",page 84.] 

THE EFFECT OF THE TREATMENT RECI<:IVED BY THE PRISONERS UPON THEIR 

MENTAL CO:llDiTION ,AND MORAL SENSIBILITIES. 

Q. What effect had the treatment you have described upon the mental con
dition and moral sensibilities of the prisoners 1 

A. There was among them generally an enervation of the nervous system, 
which ran down in consequence of this scarcity of supplies. The nervons 
system must of course sink under such pressure. I have seen the effect manifested 
in idiocy, dementia, and other mental weaknesses. I have seen several instances 
of that; not a great many; four or five, perhaps, carne under my immediate 
observation. Morally, I would have expected that such abject circumstances 
would have produced deep humiliation and resignation, but the effect was other
wise. The moral feeling of the prisoners gradually evaporated. Instead of 
having a healthy influence upon their morals, it had a contra"y effect. Men 
seemed to abandon themselves. It seemed to me at times that no man interested 
himself further than" I ;" a well man wonld sometimes steal from a sick man; 
and If a sick man could steal anything from a well man, or anybody else, he 
would do so. It seemed to me that all lived for themselves, having no regard 
for anybody else. I judged this to be superinduced by the paucity of the ' 
rations-the starving condition of the men. 

PROFESSIONAL OPINION OF DR. BATES AS TO 'fHE PERCENTAGE OF LIVES 

THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN SAVED BY PROPER TREATMENT. 

Q. From your observation of the condition and surroundings of our prisoners
their food, their drink, their exposure by day and by night, and all the circum
stances you have described-state your professional opinion as to what pro
portion of deaths occurring there were the result of the circumstances and 
surroundings which you have narrated. 

A. I feel myself safe in saying that seventy-five per cent. of those who died 
might have been saved, had those unfortunate men been properly cared for as 
to food, clothing, bedding, &c. 

TBi;;: NUMBER OF PRISONER:,;; THAT DIED AT ANDERSONVILLE. 

Q. State how many of the prisoners died there. 
A. Fro,Dl the best information I could get, the deaths up to. the time I left 

were 12,878, outside of the small-pox burying ground, and in that I judged 
there were some eighty or one hundred. 
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RZ FURNISHED WITH A COpy OF THE RECORD AT THE EXPENSE OF THE 
WI GOVI;;RNMI;;:"IT. . 

U on the meeting of the court on the 25th of August, the counsel for tll('. 
riseFner requested the court to direct that the official reporters furnish him from 

~ to day with a record of the testimony at the expense of the govcmment, 
ha~eiDg unable to employ reporters at llis own expense. 

eThe court, after deliberation, decided to grant the application, and gave 
directions to that effect. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
My home has been in Louisville, Jefferson county, Georgia, since 1857. By 
cupation I am a practicing physician. I h:we never held office under tlJe 

s~ate or national government. 1 was keeping a drug store when the war broke 
out. Up to June, 1864, I remained at home practicing medicine. I was ex
empted by the confederate congress, being a physicbn over thirty years old, 
and having been in practice for seven years prior to the 17th of December, 
1864. About that time I was arrested and taken to Augusta. I was then, as 
I sometimes expressed it, forced to go into the confederate service to keep out 
of it. I had no sympathy whatever with it, and no desire to go into it. I did 
not say or do anything to bring on the war. I have always been a Union 
man, as I understand what the definition of "Union" is. Up to that time 
(June, 1864,) 1 was exempt under the confederate act. I soon saw that Gov
ernor Brown was going to rnn everything that could bear arms into the State 
militia, and as I had been asked to take a position as a contract surgeon, I 
thought it. bet~er to take it rather than go into the trenches. I know of only 
one other, Dr. Wilson, who went in in that way. 

I took an oath to the southern confederacy, one forced upon me at the point 
of the bayonet. I was compelled to take it, and did not at that time consider 
it binding upon me, morally. 

I was arrested and taken to Augusta, and was I!"iven thirty days for the 
purpose of showing my exemption on the plea of being ~ physician. I got 
up the testimony, and the plea was refused. I bothered no more about it, but 
reported to Colonel Brown, and told him where I stood. I told him that Sur
geon Green, of the confederate hospital at Macon. had sent word to me to go 
up there and help him. Colonel Brown said, " If Doctor Green wants your 
services your contract will be as good an exemption as you want." I therefore 
entered into the contract, and it was indorsed by the surgeon general. and I 
was put on duty in the City Hall hospital. One day a lieutenant came up and 
asked me if my name was Bates. I told him it was. He said, " You are under 
arrest." I asked, "For what 1" He said. " I do not know; but bring your 
blankets and duds." I said I had none. He walked me out to Camp Cooper, 
adjacent to Macon, and there I was confined. Next morning I was taken out 
to be enrolled and to have my personal description taken. A testament was 
shoved up to me. I asked what it was for. The answer was, "To take the 
oath." Said I, "Hold." I was not allowed to speak or say anything to anybody. 
I then asked for Major Roland, commandant of the post, and said I wished to 
see him. He was in an adjoining room. He sent word to me that I was under 
orders and that he wished no conference with me. 'l'hey stuck up a book to 
me. I asked them what the oath or obligation was. They said it was that I 
should support the constitution. I was surrounded by bayonets, and the book 
stuck at me. I took the oath under duress. All the acts I did in the southern 
confederacy were in consequence of my being compelled. 

My first duties at Andersonville were going in and examining the ward 
and the patiellts in the ward. I continued in that service f!'Om the 22d of Sep
tember, 1864, to the 26th of March, 1865, save the times when I was uuder 
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arrest. The E'l1l'geons with me there during that time were Dr. Sheppard 
and his son, Dr. Alexander, Dr. Thornburg, Dr. McVey, Dr. 'l'hompson, Dr. 
Dillard, Dr. Stevenson, Dr. Mudd, Dr. Rice, Dr. Coleman, Dr. James, Dr. 
\Vil1iams, Dr. Criddle, Dr. Reeves, Dr. Johnson, Dr. Perryman, Dr. Kilpatrick, 
Dr. Curry, Dr. Kerr, hospital steward, Dr. Saunders, and perhaps some others. 
Dr. ~)tevenson remained chief surgeon till the latter part of September. He 
was the surgeon to whom all the others had to report. Dr. H. J. Clayt.on suc
ceeded him in the latter part of September, 1864, and remained surgeon-in
chief till the time I left. The miseries I have related occurred under the 
administration of Dr. Stevenson. They were much relieved when Dr. Clayton 
came in. 

At the time I came there I understood that General Winder was in command, 
but shortly afterwards Colonel Gibbs was. 

Captain Wirz did not have anything to do with the medical department that 
I knew of. I did not recognize him as having any right whatever to do so. 
He never interfered with me in. any way. I have no hard feeling towards him; 
lle always treated me very respectfully and kindly. I never saw him use any 
hard means towards anybody. I believe the letter of which I spoke was ad
dressed to some one besides Captain Wirz. 

THE RATIONS OF THE PRISONERS IN THE HOSPITAL. 

The rations came from the commissary department. They came there from 
the depot. I do not know who gave the requisitions; I gave requisitions some
times for speilial diet; it was ordered there that the prescriptions and special 
diet should go together. Special diet is anything outside the ordinary rations; 
something palatable for the sick. I 'gave special requisitions for some things; 
afterwards I prescribed for them on the book, which superseded the special re
quisition. I had to make my report to Dr. Roy, and he countersigned it and 
sent it to the surgeon in charge of the post. I had no right to order special 
requisitions except when I was officer of the day. When I made those requi
sitions I applied to Dr. Roy, who was in charge of all this military prison hos
pital inside the fence. We all reported to him and were subject to his orders. 
He got the supplies from Surgeon Olayton, on requisition. Dr. Clayton was 
surgeon in charge of all the sick at the post; he was at the head of the medi
cal establishment at the post. Dr. Roy, on the report of his various clerks 
who were in the prison hospital, would report so many sick, and so many well, 
and on that he would make requisition for so many rations, and that would go 
to Dr. Clayton; I never knew any requisition to be made on Captain Wirz 
for anything for the prisoners. It was not considered by the medical officers 
there that he was responsible for anything which the prisoners lacked-they 
never blamed him that I heard of.. I never heard Captain Wirz's name men
tioiled in reference to the ration, so far as the. sick were concerned. 

By the COURT: 
I do not know who established the ration of the prisoners. The 'component 

parts of the twenty ounces that constituted the ration were meat, meal, sirup, 
salt, sugar, &c. I do' not know in what proportions. The meat was small; 
the meal was said to have been issued at the rate of a pound and a quarter for 
each man daily. 'l'hat was the ration I drew, and I was told that mine was 
the S'1me as the rest; I had enough, such as it was, but I did not presume to 
live upon it. Some of the sirup I would use, and some of the rice. I have 
been told that the rations issued to the prisoners were the same as 'those issued 
to the confederate soldier, and I suppose it was so. The confederate soldiers 
had no potatoes issued to them; they had the same quantity and quality of 
col'll meal, as I understood. My ration was better than any I ever saw admin
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. tered to a soldier or a prisoner. 1 got my one and a quarter pound of corn 
IS cal my half pound of bacon, and at times my pound of beet: Sometimes 
:e ~ould ,send them back, not thinking proper to use them. That was done by 
confederate troops there. Once to my knowledge there was a board of survey 
called which condemned some articles. Peas and beef were, perhaps, a little 
short and sometimes pork. 'I'he,ration returns for the prisoners in the hospi
ital ~ere first approved by Dr. Roy, and his requi,sition went up to Dr. Clay
ton~ After that, I do not know anything about them; they had no other ap
roval that I know of. There was a board of survey called which condemned 

ihe rations issued, perhaps to Union prisoners and to the c<lnfederates both; I 
am not sure of that. The last time I was in the commissary, there at Ander
sonville, I heard the officers complain that they had to shift their quarters, for 
it was worse than a dissecting room, and so it was to me. The dispensary was 
infected with some kind of odoriferousness from a lot of spoiled, perhaps green, 
bacon. Sometimes the quantity and quality of beef was bad-as the boys 
would say, they had to hold it up to kill it, and it was condemned. Perhaps 
it was the best that could be done, about which I have nothing to say. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

I saw some sanitary commission goods which had been received at the prison 
from the north for the prisoners-nothing like provisions, though-clothing and 
blankets. I do not recollect in what quantities. I thought it was quite a gen
teellittle present, under the circumstances, but far too short to supply their 
wants. I saw the boys wearing the clothing afterwards; I saw some with 
pants, some with drawers, some with shirts, some with blankets. I know of 
no misappropriation of supplies of that character, which arrived from the north. 

'\ 
THE CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

By COUNSEL for the accused: 

The bakehouse was a larg13 frame shed in which there were brick ovens 
erected for baking bread; nothing but bread was cooked there. It never entered 
my mind'until now that the reason why the bakehouse was placed near that 
stream was because it was convenient to the water. I suppose they got the 
water to make bread from that brook. I did not eat the bread made in that 
bakehouse. I got my rations in meal, and my cooks cooked it for me. Most 
of the other surgeons did the same. I do not know that that bread was used 
by the confederate officers and soldiers. . 

I do not wish to convey the idea to the court that that steam, of itself, was 
unhealthy; it was good water, aud was unhealthy down at the bakehouse only 
from the drainage of the camps. I should not like to indulge in frequent 
draughts of it. I should judge it was very unhealthy below the prison. It 
was unhealthy at the forks only f~om the drainage of the camps, the washings 

. from which may have gone into the southern brauch, and more or less, though 
Dot so much, into the northern branch. We got the water that was used at the 
hospital from a little canal' dug out of a stream thete, south of the stockade, 
not connected with the stream that ran through the stockade. 1 do not know 
what the stream was called; this creek, marked in the diagram as Little 
Sweetwater creek, looks like the position of it. The servants obtained the 
water for the hospital from the litt.le canal. Little Sweetwater creek is less un
healthy than Double Branch creek only from the drainage. There were some 
encampments on the level dividing one creek from the other, and the drainage 
may have gone either way. We took the water from Little Sweetwater creek, 
and the Union prisoners took theirs from Double Branch creek. '{'he confeder
ate soldiers got their water from wells. I do not recollect that ever I saw them 
use the water from this creek. I do not know where the soldiers in the fort 
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got their water. I think I have seen confederate soldierR. carrying water 
from this south branch of Little Sweetwater creek, but I do not know that I 
have seen them carry water from Double Branch creek. I do 1I0t think they 
used the same water as the Union prisoners. I never counted the number of 
wells they had around there. I saw two or three in the camp. I saw one 
well in the stockade, but there was no water in it. I never saw but this one 
hole in the shape of a well. There were two cook-hou~es; one of them at the 
northwest cornel' of the stockade. I do not know what they cooked there. It 
was known as cook house No.2. I thought thing'S looked very clean about 
there. The bakery did not look to be so very filthy, but I think the cook
house at the northwest corner looked rather better; things were kept cleaner. 
There was no particular difference that I observed. I did not charge my 
memory with any investigation of that kind. I do not know where the cookery 
at the northwest corner got its water. I nevel; saw any well there. To the 
best of my knowledge there was no stream there. I suppose they got their 
water from Double Branch creek. The water could not have been turned from 
the prison without excavations. It was not turned from the prison. '1'he water 
from Double Branch creek ran through the prison, and the Union prisoners 
used it. The water from the junction ran down into the stockade. Those 
outside might have used it if they saw proper-either before or after it passed 
through the stockade. I never saw any of the confederate soldiers using the 
water from there in their cook-houses. I saw two or three wells in the confed
erate camp, I think. I did not examine them in my official capacity.. I just 
saw the men drawing water at them. I cannot tell how many men could be 
supplied from those two 01' three wells. I suppose the wells were dug by the 
soldiers; they did not have the appearance of being very permanent; they 
were walled with planks. 

Q. Do you know how many confederate soldiers were there 1 
A. No, sir, I never heard the number estimated. 
Q. Can you form any estimate yourself of how many were there? 
A. There were four 01' five hundred; perbaps eight hundred. 
Q. Do you think that eight hundred confederate soldiers could garrison a post 

like that, and guard thirty or forty thousand Union soldiers 1 
A. I never studied much about that. 
Q. :May there not have been three or four thousand soldiers there 1 
A. I never took any particular notice. 
Q. Where were these soldiers located 1 
A. They were located on. the left of the southern branch; there were some 

in the forks of that branch and some to the south of it. 
Q. Is it your opinion that those soldiers were placed there for the purpose of 

sickening Union soldiers. 
A. I never thought so. 
Q. Did you have any idea during the whole time you were there that there 

WIlS any such conspiracy as that of sickening Union soldiers from this stream 1 
A. I never had any impression of that kind. 
Q. Did you have any "idea that the Union prisoners were actually sickened 

and killed by the filth of that stream 1 
A. I am not p0sted on that matter. My duties were confined to the hospital,' 

not to the stockade. 
Q. Did it ever strike you that anyone about those premises was conspiring 

for the death of Uniou prisoners there? 
(Objected to by the judge advocate, and, after deliberation, objection over

ruled.) . 
A. It never so impressed me. I always objected to the shortness of the 

allowance, but I never attributed it to a conspiracy. 
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W ot the shortness of the\ullowance and the poor conoition of it in
Q. as nof its having been furnished by the southern confederacy? 

consequence I 'tA'1' great extent suppose 1 was.Q: O~u~d anyone at that post have obviated the difficulties in regard to the 
U . n risoners there 1 
~~ 1here coul~ have been more issued of the character it was. There 

'to enough as It was. 
owac; But suppos;ng there had been an abundance, was it such as a sick man 

should have had. 

~. ~~~ld anyone there have furnished what the sick men should have had 1 
A' Not without special pains, and going into the country for it. 
Q' Was it the duty of anyone to go into the country and get supplies 1 
A: Sometimes there were foragers there whose duty I understood it to be to 

forage for the hospital.
Q Would you or a!1y other offi~er ther~ have been allowed to go 0 into the 

country and get supplIes for the prIsoners, 0 

A. I always understood that I had no right to do it. None of us pretended 
to do it. 

Q. Would one of them have dared to do it 1 
A. I do not think he would. 
Q. Were not those pri~oners taken care of ?y the persons there as well as 

they possibly could be with the means at hand ~ 
A. We took care of them the very best we could, but we al ways objected to 

the means furnished. 
Q. To whom did you object 1 
A. 'l'hrough the morning report we objected, in the usual course, to the sur

geon in charge. 
Q. Do you not know that it was generally complained of up to higher author

ities ?
 
. A. That was what our intention was.
 

Q. You always looked to higher authority for relief from these troubles 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know of Oaptain Wirz doing anything in the way of starving 

thrse prisoners any more than the rest of you 1 
A. Personally I never knew anything about Oaptain vVirz, whether he eve!' 

signed an order to issue anything or not. 

ANDERSONVILLE. 

Andersonville is nothing more than a railroad station. '1'here were but a few 
houses there until the military shanties were put up. '1'here were commissary 
stores there. '1'here was one private store there; I think a drygoods store. 
There was no grocery store while I was there. The prisoners could not obtaill 
anything for their comfort or convenience withont going into the country and 
foraging. They were not allowed to do that. Some of the paroled men used 
to do it, sometimes. 

AUGUST 25, 1865. 

MEDICAL TESTIMONY. 

Dr. A. V. BARROWS, for the prosecution: 
Dnring the last four years I have been in t.he service of the United States as 

hospital steward twenty-seventh Massachusetts regiment, and was acting assist
ant ,Post snrgeon at Plymouth (where I was captured) for several months 
prevIOus to my capture. Then I was paroled by General lIoge, to take care of 
our wounded, and forwarded from there, with the remainder of the convalescents, 

0 
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from one prison to another, till I reached Andersonville-about the 28th day 
of May, 1864. I was then paroled by Captain Wirz, and placed in the h08pital, 
and put in charge of two wards, numbered 7th and 8th, or the 8th and 9th. I 
l'emained there nearly six mOLiths, till the 9tq of October, and then made my 
escape to Pensacola, within our lines. Since then I have been mustered out of. 
the service, aud have been practicing medicine at home. I was aseigned to the 
hospital by Captain Wirz. I left Andersonville on the 9th of October, 1864. 
I was not there in the winter-time. Oaptain Wirz was in command of the 
prison all the time from the time I went there. I found him in command, and· 
he was there when I made my escape. (A paper was here handed to the wit
ness.) This paper was given to me by Surgeon Eiland, who commanded the 
division in which I had charge of a surgical ward. 

(The following paper was then put in evidence: ) 

OFFICE SURGEON IN CHARGE 1ST DIV. C. S. MIL. PRISON Hosp., 
A ndersonville, Ga., September 7, 1866. 

I take pleasure in testi(ylng to the kind and gentlemanly deportment of Dr. A. W. Bar. 
rows, while a prisoner of war, and to his energy and devotion to his suffering comrades. Dr, 
B>t.lTOWS has been in charge of both medical and surgical wards, in all of which he has ac
quitted himself with credit to his profession. 

E. D. EILAND, 
Surgeon in Charge 1st Division. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE HOSPITAL, 

When I reported for duty I found, I think, about six or seven hundred pa· 
tients lying on the ground. At that time there were no bunks; that is, there 
might have been a very small number. Mos t of the patients were lying on. the 
ground, partially naked-some of them with wounds, broken legs, the loss of 
limbs, gangrene, scurvy, chronic diarrhoea, and other diseases. In the two 
wards to which I was assigned they had no medical attendance at that time. _ 
'l'hey had established the hospital outside of the stockade, I think only four 
days previous, and they had no medical attendance, except from the stewards 
and nnrses; I do not know for how long, I found them there without medical 
attendance. While I was on duty there I found other wards without attend· 
ance. There have been times when, I think, the 3d and 4th wards were with· . 
out medical attendance for two or three days, with the exception of stewards 
and nurses;, but it was not so as a general thing. I was once ordered to take 
charge of those wards, which I did for ten days, and then reported back to the 
7th and 8th, or 8th and 9th. I do not remember the number. Many of the 
men were without blankets, and with hardly clothing enough to cover them, 
Some had blankets, others had none. Probably nine-tenths of the patients, at 
that time, were lying on the ground-some of them without shelter, and some 
under poor tents. The ground was a little descending to the southeast part of 
the hospital; and whenever we had heavy rain the patients were completely 
washed in the rain, lying on the sand. I once ordered the men in my wards to 
dig trenches around the tents, to turn away what water we could; and· I also 
tried to get boards to have bunks made, but I could not obtain them. 

AUTHORITY OF WIRZ OVER THE HOSPITAL. 

I have often heard Oaptain Wirz make remarks in reference to the hospital, . 
at different times. I have sometimes heard him say that he would starve every 
damned Yankee that was thel'e-or something to that effect-when somebody 
had made hid escape, or attempted to make his escape. Whenever prisoners 
came there, I have heard him make such remarks. I have heard such remarks 
many times when I have been at his office. He used to come into the hospital 
about once a week, but never unless he was looking after somebody, or some
body had made his escape. I have seen him around the hospital, and this maO 

I 
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Turner, with his hounds. We looked upon Oaptain Wirz as the proper author
'ty to govern things there, not, perhaps, in the medical line.· but as to every
~ther regulation. As to the discipline, if anyone made their escape from the 
hospital, he inflicted the punishment; ~e order~d the man put. in the stocks. ~r 
in the chain-gang. I have seen U mon soldIers who had tncd to make theIr 
escape, and had been caught, put in the chain-gang, 01' in the stocks, within 
the stockade. 

RATIONS OF THE PRISONERS IN THE HOSPITAL. 

The rations of the sick men when I first went there I never weighed. They 
were very small, indeed. In the month of June the patients in my ward got 
the same as the others. The daily ration averaged about two ounces of meat a 
day. Then it was bacon, I think. 'l'here were no vegetables issued in that 
month, or in the fore part of it, at least. Their diet consisted of two ounces of' 
baconand a small peice of corn-bread in the morning. and at night perha.ps two 
and a half inches square of bread; no coffee, no tea, no sugar at that time, and 
no flour. Sometimes there was a little rice soup; perhaps a gnllon of rice to 
thirty gallons of water. That is pretty much all I had to live upon. 

In July we got a very few vegetables; collards, which is a species of cabbage, 
but not sufficient to give the patients a table spoonful of vegetable matter per 
day. Later I had more vegetables, though not every day. 

The last thtee months I was there I had charge of a surgical ward where the 
patients got more vegetables. I drew sweet potatoes for them; perhaps they 
wonld get one a piece each day with their other ration of corn-bread. There 
has been a few times a little tea issued; perhaps a quarter of a pound to a ward 
of a hundred persons for a week. That was not all over the hospital, merely in 
gangrene and surgical wards. Some of the patients were unable to eat the corn- . 
bread; it was unsifted, coarse, and not very clean. Under such diet the patients 
would become reduced in strength, and gradually run down to the system of 
starvation. Many of them became idiotic from want and exposure, and from 
the lack of proper food to sustain the vital powers. 

I saw other evidences of starvation manifested by these prisoners. They 
would steal from each other the small ration they did get, or steal from anybody. 
They would take anything they could get to eat. I have seen, after the street 
had bee·n policed and before the dirt was carried away, prisoners look it over to 
~et a potato paring, or something of that kinll. They were always asking for 
something to eat. saying that they were hungry. :Many of these sick men could 
not eat the com-bread. From the effects of starvation their gums were bleeding, 
their mouths were sore, and they were unable tt) masticate. I remember an in
stance where a sick man picked up beans or peas which another had eaten and 
vomited up. rrhat has been seen many a time. Such instances as that were 
common, indicating starvation. 

VACCINATION OF THE PRISONERS. 

I had in my ward cases of vaccination. I had what I call vaccine sores; they 
were in the arms usually; sometimes in the axilla. They were thfl result of 
,:,accination, and had every symptom of" secondary" syphilis, in my opinion. A 
person can be impregnated with that disease by inoculation; it is so put down 
in medical history. I should say I have seen two or three hundred cases of 
that description in the course of my stay there. The soreE, were as large as my 
hand, and were produced by vaccination. III my opinion, the matter used must 
have been impure. I considered it as poisonous. judging frem the effects and 
results; there was every appearance of "secondary" syphilis in the sores. 
Amputations were necessary from that cause, and 1 do not remember of one 
living; there may have been, but I do not remember such a case at the present 
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time. I have seen men die from the effects of that vaccination in the months of 
June, July, and August; more particularly, 1864. I have had conversations 
with the surgeons abo1}t that matter, and some of them have admitted that, in 
their opinion, it was poisonous matter. I do not know that I called Dr. White's 
attention to it specially. I was not considered as a privileged character there, 
and had not opportunities to report. He had means of knowing it, and must 
have known it; he visited the hospital very often. 

DR. PELOT'S REPORT. 

(A paper was here handed to witness.) I have seen that paper before. I 
took it from Andersonville hospital. It is the original document-the morning 
report of Dr. Pelot. I brought it from there myself. This is his own hand
writing. I am familiar with it. I took it away, as it seemed to be a clear state
ment of how things were there. The blots came upon it from a piece of nitrate 
of silver that I had in my pocket- book. When I made my escape I took it with 
me lest I might get scratched by brambles, and thereby get gangrene, having 
been in the hospital so long. 

THE STOCKS. 

The" stocks" is a frame about six feet high, with boards that shut together, 
leaving just room enough for a man's neck, and arranged so that his arms are 
fastened at full length each way, and his feet just touch the ground. I have 
seen cases where the men could have the privil"ge of standing on their feet with 
their whole weight on the feet; and I have also seen them where they could 
merely touch the ground with their toes. I have seen men punished with the 
stocks both ways. There was a different kind of stocks from those I have de
scribed. There was one kind for putting the men's feet in the stocks, and balls 
and chains on their hands, with their feet elevated. The men would be lying, 
or I do not know but they might sit up. I do not remember any other descrip
tion of stocks but that. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I have seen six men in the chain-gang, and I remember seeing eighteen men 
in it at one time; a heavy chain ran from one to the other, and round their 
necks, chaining them all together in a circle as it were. They were connected 
with handcuffs on their hands, and balls and chains to their feet, and those chains 
running from their feet connected in some way with the c.ircular chain that ran 
from'one to the other. 'I'hat is as near as I can describe it. A 32-pound ball 
was attached to the chain, or a smaller ball, perhaps ten or twenty pounds. I 
am not able to state the exact size. The prisoners were confined in the chain
gang at all hours of the day. I have known of some men being there for a 
week, and some two weeks, at different times. The time would vary. The 
men would have to be there as long as Captain Wirz saw fit to let them remain 
there. They were without shelter in the sun or rain. The effect upon the men 
at best must be to weaken them-reduce their strength. I cannot testify that 
I saw any prisoners die from being confined in the chain-gang. I have no 
doubt of the fact, although I did not see the men die. 

THE DOGS. 

I have seen the hounds used at the prison. I think the first time I saw them 
was in the forepart of the month of June. 1864. At that time some one had 1 
made his escape from the hospital. They were brought to the hospital and -;~ 
taken round the hospital to see where the man went away, and they took the :i 
trail, and caught the man, and he was brought back and put into the stocks. I I. 
havo ,,,n O'p'mnWh, on h,,"h,d< with tho p"'y who w"" mnning tho : 



TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 47 

h unds. I could not say that he was running them. Turner had command of 
t~em, and I have seen Wirz ord:r th~ men off.......:...I mean the men :vho lJad.charg;e
 
f the hounds. I have heard hIm gIve orders to Sergeant SmIth, I tlunk Ins 

:ame was, to start the hounds, as some one had got away from the hospital, or 
something to that effect, at a good many different times. 

MEN MANGLED BY THE DOGS. 

I remember a man making his escape from the hospital in July, and being 
overtaken by the hounds; a large portion of his ear was torn off, and his face 
mangled, and he was afterwards brought into the hospital. That man got well. 
This was in July or August, 1864; I do not remember the exact date. I re
member, also, that, at the end of August, or in September, 1864, a man who had 
been bitten badly by the dogs in trying to make his escape, was brought into 
my ward and died. The wound took on gangrene and he died. He was a 
Union prisoner. I am not certain whether be was trying to escape from the 
stockade or the hospital. I cannot state the exact date when he died. It was 
either the last of August or the. forepart of September. If my memory serves 
me right, I should say he died four or five days after he was torn by the dogs. 
lknow the wound tuok on gangrene and he died. I do not think be died di
rectly from the effects of the wound. I think he did indirectly-it was from the 
effects (if the gangrene. The gangrene was manifested in the wound, and in no 
other part. He was bitten through the throat on the side of the neck, and gan
grene set in, and he died. The gangrene was the result of the bite, in my opinion. 

THE DEAD-LINE. 

We had no dead-line in the hospital, and I never was in the stockade. I 
have seen what has b(;en pointed out as the dead-line. In some places there 
was a little mark pointing it out, and at other places there was nothing but the 
ditch. I do not remember that I ever heard Captain Wirz give a~y orders 
to any of the guard with regard to that dead-line. I think I never dill. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARD. 

I have often heard Captain Wirz tell the guard at the hospital, that if any of 
those" Yanks" tried to get away to shoot them. We had no dead line estab
lished there. I remember one of our soldiers being shot in the hospital. He 
was a man from my ward; I don't remember his name. It was in August, 
1864. He was cold. There was a fire inside the enclosure on the south part 
of the hospital. It was swampy there, and there was no ground for the guard 
to stand all, and they were .statiolled inside the hospital at one portion of it. 
Where this shooting happened the board fence came down to the swamp, and 
there the guards were on the other side. This was a patient in my ward. He 
goot up togo warm himself by this fire. beside the fence, perhaps five or six feet 
from it.. A cunfederate soldier put his gun barrel through the fence and shot 
him, breaking his thigh. His limb was amputated by Dr. White. Within five 
to seven days he died. He was shot inside of the hospital. This happened 
Borne time ill August, 1864, I think. 

THE ORDER OF WIRZ TO FIRE THE ARTILLERY UPON THE PRISONERS IF THEY 
HUDDLED TOGETHER. 

I remember once, when we were expecting a raid from Kilpatrick, I was up 
at Oaptain. W,irz'sheadquarters; he was standing by the battery; I heard him 
give orders to the gunners if the prisoners huddled together in a heap in the 
stockade to fire the artillery upon them; that was at the time of Sherman's 
march, about the time he took Atlanta; there was a good deal of excitement in 
the stockade as well as but; the troops were drawn up in line arouud the stock
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ade all the time; there were from 33,000 to 36,000 prisoners there at that 
time, as I understood; it was difficult for the prisoners to avoid being huddled 
together; there were so many that when they lay d0'Yn at night they would 
cover every foot of the ground; that, I believe, was before the stockade was 
enlarged; it was enlarged some two acres; I will not be positive whether it 
was before or after j but previous to its enlargement, the stockade was terribly 
crowded, so that the prisoners, when they lay down, would cover the whole 
space, I think. 

DR. WHITE. 

I know Dr. White; his name is Josiah White j I kuow it, because I had a 
pass from llim to go out, which is now in this city in tlte hands of one of the 
witnesses in this case; I mean the f'urgeon in chief; there was no other Dr. 
White there; I made representations to the surgeon in chief, Dr. White, in 
regard to the treatment of the prisoners there; I never got what I asked for; 
there was always some evasive answer to the effect that what I asked for could 
not be gol, such as vegetables, anti-scorbutics, and articles of diet. 

Counsel for the defence moved to quash so much of the first charge as referred 
to Dr. White, on the ground of a misnomer, evidenc~ showing his name to be 
Josiah, not Joseph, as charged. 

The court, after deliberation, overruled the objection and refused the motion 
to quash, stating that the name could be at any time corrected on motion. 

'1'he Wl'fNESi'>. I have seen the handwrit.ing of Dr. Whi~e; (a paper was here 
handed to witness.) I recognize that pass; I went with MI'. Keyser one morning 
to get a special pass, and Dr. ,Vhite gave it to us; that is the pass; I saw Dr. 
'White writ!) it; my name is given in the pass as J. Barrows, but I am the 
person. 

The following paper was then put in evidence: 

CHIEF SURGEON'S OFFICE, June 19, 1864. 
Guards will pass J. Keyser and J. Barrows, hospital attendants, to dp.pot and return. 

ISAIAH H. WHITE, 
Chip! Surgeon. 

FIH:';T CHARGE AND SPECIFICATION AMENDED BY I~SEJR'fING "ISAIAH H. WHITE," 
IN. PLACE OF JOSEPH WHITE. 

The JUUGr<: ADVOCATE. I now move that the word "Joseph" be struck out 
in the first charge and specification, and wherever it occurs before the word 
""Vhite," and that the words" Isaiah H." be substituted for it. 

Couusel for the accused objected to the amendment proposed and opposed 
the motion, contending that there was no law justifying 01' authorizing it. 

After deliberation, the decision of the court was announced, overruling the 
objection and granting the motion of the judge advocate. 

MOTIODJ TO STRIKE 0[;'1' THE NAM~: OF JOHN H. WINDER FROM THE FIRST. 
. CHARGE AND SPRCIFltJATION. 

Counsel for the accused moved that the name of John H. Winder be struck 
out of the first charge and specification, and that all proceedings in reference to 
him be quashed, it being a notorions fact that John H. Winder was dead. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Do you appear for John H. Winder? 
:Mr. BAKER. I do not. I hold that Winder, who is dead, cannot be tried for 

conspiracy. 
'1'he JUDGE ALlVOCATE. Then Iinsist that yon do not try to defend him. 

There i~ nothing bt:fore the court to show that he is dead. 
After deliberation, the decision of the court was announced refusing to grant 

the motion. 
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THE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

There waS material for shelter at hand, and it could have been procured. Our 
b . offered to build llOspital sheds if they would allow us to go out on detail, 
°rs

led under guard, and allow us to cut timber and bring it there, and build PtO 
ourselves, but it was not allowed. Timber could have been got when I 

~.~~went there, within ten rods, which was cleared np afterwards.· I do not 
t~~nk there was a sufficient quantity of fuel for the purposes of cooking and for 

\ming the prisonel;s. It could have been procured, as I tell you, within ten was or twenty rods at least, for four months of the time while I was there. It 
rOas 'gradually used up by the confederate soldiers outside, from the fact thatft was so near them. Many of the prisoners made a similar proposition to go 
for wood for fuel. I have passed men out to get wood, but I could not al ways 
do it. I·could sometimes pass out the nurses in my wards, when I had business 
for them outside. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

I have been near the bake-houses for the prison. There was only one when 
I first went there. It was on the north 8ide of the stockade, about two rods 
above it, on the creek running through the stockade. Some time in the latter 
part of August or September there was another larger one erected at the north
east corner. I have been in both of tbem many a time. For the first three or 
four months of my confinement there, all the rations for the inside of the gtock
ade and for the h08pital were cooked, I believe, in the bake-house at the north
west side of the stockade. (Witness points out on the diagram the bake·house 
as being the one situated 011 the stream above the stockade.) All the rations 
cooked for the prisoners were cooked there-auch as peas, bread and meat. 
The drainage from it must have gone into this brook. There was a small ditch 
connected with the brook from the bakery. All the dirty water, slops, and every
thing of that kind, ran into this brook, about two rods above the stockade. 
Some three months after that, the meat, peas and rice were cooked at the further 
bakery, and nothing but bread cooked at the other. The water for making the 
bread was taken from the brook. There were planks laid down from the bake
house to the brook, below the rebel encampment. It was a very swampy place, 
and they had to lay dGwnboards in order to walk ont to the brook. I should 
not be able to give an idea of the quantity of filth and garbage that must neces
sarily have flowed into tl,1e brook. 'l'he court can judge of that when I state 
that all the rations for from eighteen to twenty-five thousand men were cooked 
there. Before the new bakery wag erected thlCre Were rations cooked there for 
as many as thirty thousand men. 

The exhalations that arose from the stream in and around the bakery were 
perfectly horrible; I do not know that I can express it any better than that; 
so much so that it did not seem as if anyone could live there. I certainly did 
not think that anyone could live in the vicinity and enjoy health with even 
the best of diet. The drainage would "rilll:' the water, all the fillh being 
carried by that stream through the stockade, where our prisoners obtained .their 
water. It made the water very unhealthy. There were confederate soldiers 
encamped on each side of the stream, not a quarter of a mile above the cook
house. There was an encampment ou each side ; one of the regiments there 
was the third Georgia. The ground is very descending on each side. When 
I passed over the ground there were sinks dug there, near the brook, perhaps 
foul' rods from it. In the descent from the camp every rain must fill the sinks 
full and wash them into the br{)ok which passed through the stockade. The 
filth from the Gamp must naturally go into this brook, because it could go no
where else. That is a fact; I have seen it. 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--4 
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THE STOPPAGE OF RATION!'. 

I know about rations being cut off from prisoners in the stockade. I remem· 
bel' being at the bake-house or cookery when I heard of it. Some of the men 
had been trying to tunnel out. I think the whole thirty thousand prisoners 
were deprived of rations until these men could be found out.. They were 
twenty-fours without rations at that time, and there was a great deal of disturb
ance in relation to it. 

THE PRISONERS PREVENTED FROM BUY/:'<G VEGETABLES. 

I had the privilege, by reason of my assignment as assistant surgeon, of 
going outside of the hospital, anywhere insidl( of the inner forts, from half a 
mile to a mile of range of country; around the cook-house and in that vicinity. 
1 noticp.d that there were cornfields within a mile of the 8tockade. '1'here were 
large cornfields across the larger creek, a little south of the hospital. 'There 
was a road running through t.he swamp leading to large cornfields. The con
federate soldiers had .plenty of veget.ables; they had them to sell. They were 
Hot allowed t.o sell to Union prisoners, but. they did so without the knowledge 
of the officer of the day. The Union pri:30nel's were not allowed to have green 
corn or vegetables, or to caITY it in.. vVe understood there were orders against 
it. I have known men to be arrested for buying such things, and I have seen 
the guard take away vegetables which they were trying to carry to the hOllpital. 
Green corn would an8wer as an anti scorbutic in cases of scuryy, and would 
have been a very useful diet. Captain Wirz's orders, as I understood· them, 
liS regards men who were paroled, were that the men should not be allowed to 
take in anything of a veget,able kind. I know that vegetables have been taken 
from myself which I was trying to take ·in. I remember one instance of my 
getting some back from Dr. Eiland's office. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

When I first went there, the dl'ad were carried from the hospital over to the 
out.er gate of the stockade, where they were laid, lying in a row, three or foul' 
rods from the front entrance. Those who died in the stockade during the 
llight were brought out the next morning, and from there they were hauled to 
1Ihe burying ground. I eannot tell you exactly how long the bodies were aI
rowed to remain there. They were not hauled away immediately. For in
stance, if dead bodies were t.aken ont at night they remained there over night 
till the next morning. As to the dead-house at the hospital, I remember at one 
time some dead bodies lying there some three days. 1 made a complaint to Dr. 
Cridelle, who commanded the division in which my ward was, and he made a 
£omplaint to. higher authorities, I do not know to whom, and the bodies were 
lIJauled away. The stench was terrible; worse than any dissecting room I waS 
j\1ier Ln. It was in August, and was very hot weather. I could plainly dis·

'cover tile effect of it upon the atmosphere at my tent, which was ten 01' fifteen 
rods from the dead-house. I called the attenlion of a n"mber of surgeons to 
it, Dr. Kilpatrick, Dr. Cridelle, and others. I think Dr Cridelle entered the 
complaint to higher aut.horili~s. I think that is the only time I ever knew 
dead bodies to) remaill there 8uch a length of time. I have knowu of persons 
who died in my ward in the night and were lIot found perhaps tLI next morning. 
Oflen in making my morning call through my ward I have found men dea~, 
ly.ing beside a comrade at'leep. I t was a very common occurrence in the hOSpI
tal. \ I do not know how it was in the stockade. I remember when there have. 

heen a.s many as from seventy-five to one hundred who died during the day iI1.'...•.~'.·I".'·
the stockade, and who were never taken to the hospital. '1'hat was in the'~ 

.~ 

~ 
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month of Aug-ust. These men died without coming outside the stockade. 
Th . e were surgeons who went to the outer gate, and who were called stockade 

e: Those who were able to come out to that 'gate received medicalons. 
:~:!tment, as far as the medical officers would give it to them. 

NUMBER OF DEATHS IN AUGUST, 1864. 

. The number of death~ that occurred in ~ugust, 1864, by the official report 
that went from the hospItal, was 2,997. I dId know the number officially re
ported for all the months, but I have forgotten the figures. 

NUMBER OF DEATHS IN ONE DAY. 

Ithink the largest number of deaths occurring in the stockade and hospitai 
anyone day was 207, who died one day in August. I cannot give the exact 
date. 'I.'here was a good deal said about it at the time among us prisoners. 

WInZ KNOCKS A PRISONER DOWN AND STAMPS ON ijlM. 

At the time when they were removing the prisoners' from Andersonville to 
Savannah, I suppose, and other places, I was up at Captain Wirz's headquarters 
one day; they were taking the prisoners from the stockade to the railroad; I 
don't remember the month; there was one man who was. sick, tfnable to walk, 
and he fell.back; I could not hear Captaill Wirz's language to him, but I saw 
Captain Wirz knock him down and stamp onhiIIi; I think it was in September, 
1864; he had a revolvel',but I could not say w bethel' he struck him ·with his 
revolver or Lis hand; I was Ferhaps four rods from him. 

WIRZ BOASTS THAT HE IS OF MORE SERVICE TO HlSGOVERNMEN'l' THAN FOUR 
REGIMENTS AT THE FRONT. 

. I remember hearing Captain Wirz make the remark that he was of more ser
vice to the confederate government, by being in command of that prison, than 
any four regiments at the front. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
My home is ill Amherst, Massachusetts; it has been my home some ten years; 

.I was a medical student before the war, and received my diploma since I came 
from the army; I was mustered out the 7th of December, I think; I was act
ing assistant post surgeon at Plymouth, an,d was a hospital steward by .rank ; 
I had the responsibility of a physician; I consider that a man can be a physi
cian without a iliploma; I practiced before I went into that hospital with my 
preceptor, more or less, for two years, studyiug and practici:lg, both, as his 
stllJent; I attended Olle course of medical lectures in 1860, at Berkshire Medi
cal College. I connected myself with the tweuty-sfwenth Massachusetts in 181)2; 
they wn"e already in the field in North Carolina, a portion at Little Washing
ton, and a portiun at Newport barracks; I was connected with that l"I'lgiment 
altogether about three weekR, with the portion at Newport barracks; I think 
there were five companies there; I think there was something like a thousand 
troops there of different commands, artillery and cavalry; I was acting surgeon 
at that time at the hospital, attendillg morning-call for the whole post; the Bur
geon being sick, I took his 'place, being ordered to do so; I had a general super
vision of the sick; we had no hospital there; we sent our worst patienta to 
Beaufort, South Carolina; I did not go there to attend them, We had some 
sick persons with the regiment, those that were temporarily sick, not considered 
sick enough to be sent to the bospital-some mornings there would be twenty, 
alid other mornings there might be fifty, answerillg surgeon's call-on an aver
age there were from twenty to fifLy, daily, under my charge; if there were 
any sick enough to be sent to the hospital, I gave them au order to go to Beau
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fort; I had an opportunity to observe the conduct and discipline of the soldiers 
there, frequently and freely. When I left that place I was assigned to duty, bi 
the medical director, to Little Washington, North Carolina; I remained there 
two or three months as Dr. Hunt's post surgeon's assistant; therp. were probably 
twelve or fifteen hundred soldiers there; I had charge of the hospital there after 
the death of Dr. Hunt, which occurred about two or three weeks after I went 
there; he was shot outside the lines; I was there about three months; I had 
an 'opportunity to observe the conduct and discipline of the soldiers, freely, 
while I was there; I was there only three months when I was ordered to report 
to Post-surgeon Flagg, at Plymouth, as his assistant, and I remained at that 
post till my capture, April 20, 1864; I was at Plymouth nearly a year; in the 
first place when I was captured, I was paroled by General Roge to take care 
of the wounded. On leaving Plymouth, I went to Weldon, North Carolina, and 
remained there a very few hours, when I was taken to Raleigh; I remained 
there, I think, two days; I was in the hospital there; I was next taken, I 
think, to Charlotte. I was ll(}t, on duty with our troops after leaving Plymouth 
as a prisoner; I have had very good chances of obsening the conduct and dis
cipline of our troops at different posts; I don't know that I have seen any of 
the Union troops punished while in our service; I have seen them in the guard-' 
house; I suppose that was a punishment; I never saw any of them wearing a 
ball and chain; I suppose such punishment has been inflicted; I have not seen 
it; I llave never seen them punished in any way except by being put in the 
guard-house; I have never been on duty in any hospital in our service besides 
those two I mentioned, that at Little Washington, and that at Plymouth; in 
visiting those hospitals, I observed closely the condition of the sick; I have 
seen patients affected with syphilis, some bad eases; I did not see any cases as 
bad as those at Andersonville; the cases I visited in our lines were primary 
syphilis; I considered the others as secondary syphili~; they are quite different; 
all that I saw at Andersonville were secondary, and those that I saw in our 
lines were generally primary syphilis; I may have ceen cases of secondary 
syphilis, but I don't remember any; I have often seen snch cases in my practice. 

AUTHORITY OF WIRZ OVER THE HOlSPITAL. 

While I was at Andersonville I saw a portion of die medicine furnished to 
the men; it came from what we termed the dispensary; the dispensary was 
under the direct charge of the confederate hospital stewards; I think there 
were some men there on detail; it was considered under charge of Captain 
Wirz; I know of his ordering men from the dispensary back to the stockade 
for some trivial offence; the internal management of the dispensary, the giving 
out and control of the medicine, was under the confederate stewards; they were 
under the orders of Captain Wirz; I took it to be so, as I had seen him order 
them; I have every reason to think it so; I think Captain Wirz signed requi
sitions for medicineEi with Surgeon White; ,I have seen such reqnisitions signed 
by himself, I think, and Surg-eon White, if my memory serves me right; I have 
seen requisitions with Captain Wirz's name attached drawn upon Macon; I do 
not know what right he had to interfere with the dispensary of that hospital; I 
cannot say that it is customary for commandants of prisons to interfere with the 
arrangements of a dispensary; I never was at but one prison; I have heard 
the doctors make remarks upon that subject;· after some trouble that they had 
over some question that arose, I heard them make remarks to this effect: that 
they considered it was finally decided that they had not the right to give a dose 
of medicine without Captain Wirz's permission or orders; that was some time 
in September, I judge-I cannot say certainly-the latter part of the month; I 
heard Dr. Eiland make that remark; Captain Wirz never interfered with me 
in relation to the medicine while I was in the hospital; I had nothing to do 
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. ,h' , nor he with me, as regards my own wards'; I had no one in that 
w~~,1:!,;t {~~aliDO' out medicines; in our morning visits we made requisitions for 
h()l3,f~ aedicines"as we knew they had or could get; those requisiLiol1s went to 
fluc"~ward of the camp, and I knew no more about them afterwards; those 
the, ? ;~ioDS were in writing, and were made upon the hospital steward of the 
reqp.lS;l I have made requisitions in my own handwritiI;tg, and always made 
ca:J~Jl the h~spital. ~teward; that. was a~ .h.igh as I had. a~~hority to go; I 
t~'k' the other phySICians made their reqUIsitIOns on the diVISIOn surgeons; I 
t ~Dn~t positive; all those re9-~i?itions of different wards or divisions were c.on
a rdated and a general reqUISitIOn, as I understood, was sent up on the medical 
d~.1 ctor ~f the post; the hospital steward made the consolidation; in my own 
n~d the requisitions werc first made on the hospital steward of the camp; the 

:~ers did not always go the same .wa~;. ~ometimes I have. known them}o. d? 
and sometimes they went to thmr diVISion surgeon; I thInk there were four 

d?~isions while I was there and four division surgeons; I was under Dr. Eiland 
Iportion of the time; I understood that those division surgeons were under the 

a nt1'ol of Captain Wirz; I could not say how far his authority went in regard 
~Othem' I do not think it would be impossible for them to be under his con
t~ol' I do not know that it would be impossible for the surgeon-in-chief to be 
und;!' the authority of the commandant of the prison; .1 never was in a mili
taryprison before, and had no opportunity to judge about the rules of military 

risons and hospitals; while I was in that hospital I received verbal orders, 
~suany from the division surgeon; I do not think I received any orders directly 
fromOaptain Wirz while I was there. 

RATIONS OF PRISONERS AT THE HOSPITAL. 

In the earlier part of the time I was there, in the latter part of Mayor June, 
1864, the diet was principally bacon and corn bread, sometimes a little rice 
soup; I think there were no vegetables in the month of June, but later we had 
a very few vegetables; rice was not plenty in the hospital; it was not the best 
nor the poorest; it was rather mean in quality; I do not remember seeing 
any wheat flour until two or three months after my going there; in September 
or October we had some flour occasionally-perhaps an ounce and a half of 
flonr to a patient; we were limited to prescribing it to the worst cases; if my 
memory serves me right, we began to receive it more regularly in the latter 
part of August or the first of' September, but in very limited quantities; it was 
issued to my ward by the quartermaster inside the hospital; the rations were 
brought there in wagons, I suppose from the commissary; it was drawn in on 
wagons with the rest of the provisions; I saw it drawn in; I do not know 
whose wagons they were; I should judge they were those attached to the 
quartermasters' department; I do not know who was the q uartermal"ter out
Bide; there was a man detailed in the hospital as quartermaster to distribute the 
rations; his name was Smith, if I remember rightly; I cannot tell his first 
name; I thinkhe was acting in that capacity when I went there, and he con
tinued up until nearly tile time I went away; his duties were to distribute the 
rations to the different wards according to the number of patients in the wards, 
as I uvderstood; I do not think he had the rank as quartermaster; I think 
he was a sergeant; I think he was called Sergeant Smith; he was one of our 
own men; I do not know his rank; I do not know where he got the rations; 
they were drawn in from the outl"ide; the commissary department was near the 
depot. or the building pointed out to me as such; I suppos,e he got all the 
rations used there from the general commissary department; I do not know: 
the name of the commissary from whom these supplies came; I do not know 
~hether there was any change in the officer of the commissary department dur
rng the time I was there; I do not know whether Captain Wirz was ever quar
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termaster or commissary during my stay there; I did not so look at him; I diil 
not suppose he was quartermaster or commissary; I could not say that he was 
or was not; I have no reason to believe that ,he ever was; as he was command
ant of the post, I think he must necessarily have had command over those' 
departments; if it would be neces~ary for me to see his orders to know that he 
had control over tllCm, 1 never saw any orders from him to that' effect; I do 
not know positively that he hail official control of either of those depart.ments; 
I know of his keeping mtions away from them; Smith is the only one that I 
have personal knowledge of distributing the supplies; we got them from him; 
they were brought in by teams every day; they were delivered to him to dis
tribute to the hospital; I have heard Dr. White, when he was medical director, 
give him orders in reference to the distribution of vegetables; I have some
times heard him give orders to distribute to gangrene wards a lit.tle larger pro
portion of vegetables than to medical wards; I have heard such orders; we 
did not have a sufficient supply of wholesome vegetables-it was very limited; 
in July and August, I think, we had more, particulal)Y collards-a species of 
cabbage growing in the south; and later in the season we got, occasionally, 
sweet potatoes; they were not furnished to all alike; gangrene and surgical 
wards received more vegetables than medical wards, that is at one time; the 
wheat flour was received through Smith; I have heard division surgeons, while 
writing orders for special diet, say to him something to this effect: "I have a 
few men that must have it, and you must respect my orders;" the reason why 
he told him he must respect his orders was because there had been orders 
issued fromobeadquarters to the effect that only the worst cases could obtain it 
at times when it was scarce. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

At the dispensary, which was a small log building, there was also another 
small building, and in that there were supplies, I think, which I was told came 
from Richmond, from our lines. I can eimmerate some of the articles: there 
was dry beef-:-perhaps two or three hundred pounds; Bologna sausages, and 
Bome such articles of diet. I think I never saw any clothillg there. I have 
seen once, when visiting the depot, boxes marked to different soldiers; but I 
do not know what became of them. Nobodyin my ward got any matter of 
clothing. Once or twice a small piece of dry beef was brought in there, but 
not enough to allow each man half" an ounce of it. I do no~ know who used 
the dry beef and Bologna sausages. I suppose it should have been for the use 
of the men in the hospital. I nevel' received it in my ward but once or twice, 
and did not see it ih the hospital. I have asked the confederate hospital stew
ard several times for it. I think I got some once. I do not recbllect the exact: 
words of his reply to me. My request was not granted. It strikes me that 
his reason for the refusal was that he had no authority to give it without higher 
permission, but I am not positive about it. I do not know that Oaptain Wirz 
gave an order himself to turn these supplies over to the hospital-I know that 
we did not receive them in the hospital. 

VACCINATION OF THE PRISONERS. 

I have treated syphilitic diseases in both stages-primary a,nd secondary. 
You may see secondary developed years after primary. Sometimes it may 
advance from one stage to the other more rapidly in one patient than in another. 
There were no cases under my treatment at the hospital except of those vac
Cine sores. I think I saw one other case under the treatment of another phy
sician, but I did not treat it; that was primary syphilis. I do not remember 
any case of secondary syphilis outside of those cases of vaccine sores, whic~ 
it is my opinion were of that class. I am considered an expert, I think, in 
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the treatment of secondary syphilis, by people I have treated. I call myself 
ad in that respect. Syphilitic disease does not always make its appearance 

~o the same part of the body, or in the same manner; but uSl1:,lly its effects 
1n'nbe noticed on the skin. [t usually-manifests itself in the form of ulcers; 
W~etimes in eruptions of the skin, sometimes in the throat. It shows itself in 
d~fferent forms. On a larger portion of the prisoners whom I saw affected with 
that disease, it manifested itself on the arms and under the arms; a great many 
n the arms, from the effects of which amputations became necessary; and 
~any of the patients died from exhaustion. It was usually on the arm that 
was vaccinated on which the disease would show itself-always, I think, in 
the cases which I saw. It usually showed itself in the form of a large ulcer, 
sometimes half as large as my hand, and I have seen them so large that they 
would probably cover the space of my hand; some were very large. I am 
not prepared to speak positively as to whether there can be any external mani
festation of a syphilitic di8ease of a secondary nature, until the poison has 
been some time in the constitution. I did not see any men vaccinated there. 
I treated the vaccine sores of persons who had been vaccinated. I do not 
know of my own knowledge who vaccinated those men. I do not know 
whether Captain Wirz did it, nor have I any reason to suppose that he did. I 
have reason to think that some surgeon did it. 

THE SUPPLY OF MEDICINES. 

When we made requisitions, we got sometimes tonics and sometimes opiates, 
but in very small quantities, (three-fourths of the time we were without opi
ates,) and products of an indigenous nature, such as white-oak bark, and such 
thinO's as we could get there. Sometimes we got small quantities of drugs. 
We ~ever got a solution of corrosive sublimate. I do not think the article was 
there. Once or twice we got a little lime-water, for a cooling wash. I treated 
those cases of vaccine sores with lime-water, partly. We never got any .. 
brandy. I did not get any blue ointment-I do not remember that I did-we 
had no special use for it in my ward. I think I have seen a small quantity of 
borax issued. I got aqua fortis, but in very small quantities. I have made 
requisitions for it in the treatment of gangrene. I have seen aromatic sulphu
ric acid there. I do not remember that I got any calomel. I do not remember 
that I saw any others get these medicines. I think I have got blue pills in 
small quantities, but not very often. I do not know whether they could have 
been obtained in large quantities or very often. I do not know what their 
facilities for manufacturing were. We did not get any mercurial medicines in 
any quantities. Blue pills are considered as mercurial. I did not have 
much occasion for their use: the pa~icnts were depleted enough without 
adopting mercurial treatment. Morc tonics were what we needed. I do not 
remember ever seeing any yellow dock or anything of tl1ut kind. I 
have seen very small quantities of carbonate of ammonia-a very excel
lent remedy. We did not get any oranges or lemons, nor pine-apples. 
We got iodine and iodide of potash, in very small quantities. I do not 
know whether it was scarce-I made requisitions many times when I 
did not get it. Sometimes I got it in very small quantities. I got very few 
escharotic medicines or things coming under that head. I think I have seen 
so~e white vitriol there-1 conld not state as to the quantity. We use alter
atlves for secondary and primary syphilis. I suppo~e almost every surgeon 
has ~is own private opinion as to specifics. Books recognize mercurial· prep
aratlOns as a specific for syphilis. I could not treat the syphilitic.diseases there 
properly without those medicines. With the troubles under which we labored, 
w~'could not expect to save the lives of the Union prisoners who were affected 
WIth those diseases. The matter of diet would perhaps have something to do 
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with saving their lives. A proper diet wonld have great effect in connection 
with the remedies. In the condition in which the patients were, lying in the~ 
dirt, and with the diet they had, the chances of saving their lives were, of 
course, .greatly against them. I do not think I could have obtained any wheat 
flour, to make poultices, or anything of the kind. I never did obtain any 
wheat flour to make bread, out of which to make poultices, the supply was so 
limited. I do not think I could have done it to any great extent. Wheat 
poultice, or wheat bread poultice, may be termed a specific in syphilitic diseases, 
in one sense of the word. It ii! so regarded professionally, but it is not very 
well adapted generally to that class of diseases-not so well as caustics, lime
water, &c. I should not use it so much. Aromatic sulphuric vitriol is not 
used in those cases. Vitriol is not usually used in those cases; that is, the oil 
of vitriol. In venereal diseases we use the sulphate of zinc, which is- white 
vitrio1. '.rhat is sometimes used, but not usually in syphilitic diseases. Elixir 
of vitriol may be used as a tonic in secondary syphilis. In secondary syphilis, 
where there is occasion for tonics, it might be used. I do not think it is, gen
erally. Elixir vitriol is a tonic. It has another quality-it would have some 
effect on the secretions. It is aromatic sulphuric acid-sulphuric acid diluted 
with aromatic tinctures-cinnamon and a certain class of aromatics. I do not. 
l'emember the exact description. It is composed of more than one ingre
dient; you might perhaps call it a compound, . It is used in fevers, in scurvy, 
in an enemic condition as a tonic. It is also used sometimes in remittent and 
intermittent fevers, in combination with quinine~ It has been sometimes used, 
I think, in syphilitic diseases of a secondary nature, but not generally. Some
times there was plenty of quinine there, for the time being, and then agaiJ;!.· 
there was none. I could generally get it in small quantities--not suffieient to 
supply the iiemand. I never have used it particularly as a remedy in syphilitic 
diseases. When mixed with' vitriol, it would depend on the quantity a~minis
tared whether it would be adapted to a weak state of the digestive organs. 
We would have to judge according to the patient's strength and enemic condi
tion. I should think it might be used with good effect. Quinine used with 
elixir vitriol is not generally used in syphilitic diseas~s, I think. It may have 
been used, but not as a general practice. I should think it would be good for a 
weak state of the digestive organs-I should think it might be used to advan
tage. I have used it in that way there. As I said before, the supply was 
limited, small. I had gum-arabic there sometimes; as a general thing I could 
not obtain it in quantities sufficient to use it as a nutriment. It was like the 
other remedies-sometimes we had a supply, and at other times not. Generally 
they had it in small quantities. I was constantly met with' the difficulty that 
I could not deal out to my patients what they required. We did not have the 
remedies. 

THE POSSIBILITY OF MAKING SHEL'rER FOR THE PRISONERS. 

Timber could have been got for the shelter of the prisoners-some of it in the 
form of logs, and some of it was standing; the prisoners could not get it without 
a pass or permit to go out to cut timber. During the months of June, July 
/lnd August I think there were no boards" of any account; there might have 
been a very few, not in sufficient quantities to have had them for a cover. I 
saw boards, but not sufficient to answer for covering for the whole at any other 
time; if it was not used for covering it could have been used for bunks; it would 
not have accommodated all with bunks; I should say., in the month of September, 
perhaps two-thirds; during June and July there was plenty of timber within ten 
rods of the gate of the hospital; a portion of it was cut down and a p~rtion of it waS 
standing; I do not call the P?rtion that was standng" logs"; they were trees which 
could have been converted mto shelter very easily by our own soldiers if they had 
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b e~perroitted;' they offered to do it; I do not think they could have gone into those 
e dsandcut the trees; they had nothing to cut them with. Those trees would 

;oornade boards to cover them j they could have split that timber and made a 
aV~es of shingles or slabs that would have made a very good shelter; they 

spefdhave done so if they had had axes or things to do it with; I never saw 
cou saw-mill there; there' was a sufficient quantity of water in a brook that 
any t south, as I would call it, from the hospital, but it would be difficult to get 
wf~l of water sufficient there to carryon a saw-mill. A limited number of our 
arisoners could have been allowed to go into the woods to cut wood-twenty a 
aay; they would not have run off if they ~ad been under guard; men mig~t 
have been detailed to guard them; most likely they would have been shot If 
they had attempted to run off. I applied for boards to Dr. White; I made ap
plication when I first went ther~ an~ at differel:t times afterwards; it ~as a ver
bal applicatiou made to Dr. WhIte III the hospItal, to no Qne else j I dId not get 
the boards; I made application at different tilDes; the first time I thiuk was in 
the fore part of June, and I made application very often afterwards; when I 
met him in the hospital I would give him a statement of the condition of my 
men and ask him for boards, and whether there was any way in which I could 
get them; I never got them in any quantity until the latter portion of the time 
I was there; when I first went there there was timber within ten rods' of the 
hospital; at one end of the hospital was a swamp; the trees that were within 
ten rods of the hospital were a foot and a half or two feet in diameter, perhaps 
sQme.larger. 

By the OOURT : 

, Ijlldge there may have been from three to five thousand men of the rebel 
force at Andersonville when I was there j they obtained fllel from the timbered 
laud j I have often seen th€m drawing it; they did not cut it themselves; it 
was cut by the colored men who were there, sufficient for their purpose; I think 
there ~ere axes there sufficient to supply that garrison with fuel; the federal 
prisoners had no'means of cutting wood to my knowledge; I should judge there 
was a sufficient number of axes there to enable them to provide themselves 
with wood for fuel or for shelter, from the fact of my having seen from one to 
two hundred men cutting trees in all directions at the time of the expected raid 
of Kilpatrick j there were axes enough to cut down acres there at that time; I 
think there was garrison enough there to furnish a guard for one, two, three or 
four hundred of our prisoners if permitted to go out and cut fuel for themselves, 
the rest of the men being in the stockade; it is my judgment that a detail could 
have been sent out every. day to provide fuel sufficient for their own purposes. 

By OOUNSEL for accused: 
I should judge there were from three to five thousand confederate soldiers 

there while I was there; I can mention some of the regiments; at different 
periods there were anywhere from fifteen to thirty thousand Union' prisoners 
there; I should judge that that guard could have been detailed while there were 
thirty thousand prisoners there. 

CONDITON OF THE WATER. 

I think the second cook-house that was built was much larger than the other, 
(witness illustrates its position on the diagram;) when I went there at first all 
the rations were cooked at N I). 1; they were cooked there in June, July and 
August; after that there was nothing but bread baked there; when I first went 
there I should judge there were from fifteen to twenty thousand prisoners there; 
I Was many times at the bakehouse j I first went through it in June, 1864; I 
think the man who bad charge of it at that time was a Baltimore man of the 
name of Duncan or some such name; I do not know how many men he had 
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under him; he had all that could work conveniently in the bakehouse; they 
were Union prisoners most of them, perhaps all, with the exception of this one 
man; I did not say that men could not live there; I said that men could not 
live there and enjoy good health, no matter what provisions they had; some of 
the men who lived there were out of health; that was the occasioh of my going 
there to visit some of them; I think there was more sickness there than would 
be usually in such places; for that place the men were perhaps generally in fair 
health, but men in another climate would be more healthy; some of them were 
healthy and some were very sick; the majority of thell) were generally healthy; 
they ,had shanties back from the bakehouse some distance on the side of the 
hill; many of them roomed there, and I do not know but that all of them did; 
I may have seen a bunk 01' two at the bakery j I found one sick man there, but 
I usually found sick men in their little' shelter; they were suffering with chrunic 
dian'beea and scurvy j the water from that bakery must have run through the 
prison; I never drank any of the water from the stream at the bakery; I have 
drank 'water at the bakery that was got from the spring on the side of the hill; 
it was there that the boys got their water for drinking purposes; I have seen 
the epring; I did not see the water that I drank brought from it j I have seen 
them bring water from the spring, and they told me it came from the spring; it 
was good water for that country j I have seen two or' three wells up near the 
'encampment, and also one or two good spring~ some distance up, on the right 
of ·the stream, near another encampment; I should judge these springs would 
supply a good number of men with water for drinking purposes j they did not 
appear to supply water for all purposes of the encampment, as the men were 
often seen washing tbeir clothes in the stream that runs through the bakery; I 
should say the men at the bakery were not under immediate guard; I have seen 
one ortwo of our men out under guard once or twice for the purpose of getting 
wood; I have seen them out at different times a short distance to get what was 
necessary, but not enough to say "often" j I know that tbe men were prevented 
from going out of the hospital under guard; I do not know how it was at the 
stockade; there was no place to get water near the hospital only this brook; I 
have been prevented from going out; .r do not recollect that I ever went out for 
water; I do not know of any person having been prevented directly by Captain 
Wirz from going for water under guard. 

THE STOPPAGE OF R.A'fIONS. 

At one time the pril'lOnerS were without rations in the stockade for 24 hours, on ac
count of some men who had been trying to tunnel out, to undermine the stockade;
 
I understood that was inflicted as a punishment. I suppose it is ,It rule that
 
prisoners may be confined in dungeons, or in solitary confinement, for'attempting
 
to escape, but I did not suppose it to be the rule before, that thirty thousand
 
men should be punished on account of haIfa dozen; I suppose that half a dozen
 
might have escaped without the thirty thousand availing themselves of the priv

ilege j I do not suppose that twenty-nine thousand would remain there after one
 

- thousand had escaped if they could get away j I should judge the cutting off of
 
rations was It police regulation, but they were punishing the innocent as well as
 
the guilty. 

THE PRISONERS PREVENTED FROM BUYING VEG ETABLES. 

Q. Did you ever know Captain Wirz to prevent any man from getting any
thing that was within his reach which the man was allowed to have 1 

A. There was nothing within reach inside of the stockade; if a man we nt 
outside the hospital, and came to where they were selling peaches or fruit to 
confederate soldiers, he was not allowed to, buy it. 

Q. Did Captain Wirz directly prevent him 1 
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A The gnard prevented him. 
Q' Then you never knew of Captain Wirz preventing anyone from doing any 

f the things I have mentioned, getting water 01' buying peaches 1 
o A. I remember the guard doing it, but I do not recollect Captain Wirz doing 

it personally.
 
HOW THE PRlSO:"1ERS WERE GUARDED.
 

By the COURT: 
The prisoners in. the stockade were guarded by sentries placed in boxes on the 

top of the stockade when I went there; there was also a reserve guard, perhaps 
ot on duty at the moment, but ready for duty at different places along; the 

~entries were stationed in sentinel b?xes; afterwards there was what we termed 
an outer and inner stockade erected around the whole place ; there were two 
forts, I think, one on the left and the other on the north side; also a breastwork. 
'1'he guards in the sentry boxes could look over the whole field and see things 
that were going on inside; I think they could detect anything unusual that 
might be going on. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARD. 

By COUNSEL for the accused: 
I think it is the usual custom in our army, as well as others, to shoot pris

oners when they attempt to rnn away; I did not see any shot when they at
tempted to run away; I never was in any of our prisons, and can only speak as 
to prisoners being shot for looking out of the windows, from hearsay; I should 
expect that a soldier would ~e shot for attempting to run ~he gua~d; it. would 
not have been more strange If they were shot there than III our hnes, If they 
had been shot while in the act of running away; some were shot there that 
were not caught in the act; there was one case, I cannot give the name of the 
man; he belonged to my ward; one evening he was cold and went toward the 
fire' the guard was outside of the board fence, and inside, near the fence, there 
wa; a row of fires; the man came up toward the fire, perhaps not ten feet from 
the fence; a soldier -pointed his gun through the fence ~,nd shot him; I do 110t 
know what he shot him for; there was no perceptible cause; it did not appear 
S9 to me; there were no words or quarrel between them; I have every reason 
to believe the shooting was intentional; I know of no reason for it unless it was 
because he was going to the fire; that was his only offence; my reason for sup
posing the man was shot intentionally is from the fact that a guard on duty gen
erally carries his gnn up, and in order to shoot the man, the guard must point 
his gun midway through the fence; it appeared to me that the shooting could 
not have been accidental; I do not know but that is the only reason; I do nof 
remember seeing any of the guards sitting down with their guns resting on their 
arms, while on duty; I think this occurred in August; I do not know that Cap
tain Wirz had anything to do with the shooting of that man directly; I could 
not swear positively that I saw any other soldier shot. 

THE ORDER OF WIRZ TO FIRE THE ARTILLERY UPON THE PRISONERS IF THEY 
HUDDLED TOGETHER. 

I think it was in September when Captain Wirz ordered the prisoners to be 
fired upon. I cannot give the exact date; it was somewhere near the time 
Sherman took A.tlanta. The orders which he gave were to the effect that if 
t~e prisoners huddled together at a certain point, to fire. I heard those orders 
gIven. He gave them to the gunner-to the man in command of the battery. 
I. took ~t that he spoke to the gunner. If I remember rightly, it was a lO-pound 
nll.edpIece. There was more than one gun there; I don't remember rightly 
how many. He gave a special order to his gunner; he was standing by his 



60 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

gun; I cannot give the exact distance; I should say it was from 300 to 400 
rods from the centre of the prison to that point; I think it was down here near 
the front gate. (Witness here pointed out the position on the diagram.) I did 
not take it as a general order, but as an order to that gunner. I cannot give 
the exact date; it was .when they were removing the prisoners from the stock. 
ade to other places in the south. The fort was manned at that time. I cannot 
tell how many men were in it at that time; there may have been twenty, or there 
may have been two hundred, for aught I know. I saw what I supposed to be 
officers there; I took them to be first lieutenants. I do not recollect seeing any 
general there that day. I do not recollect seeing General Winder standing by 
that gun; I am not sure as to that point; I think he might have been there with
out my knowing it. I knew him at that time as the man pointed out to me as 
General Winder. I never spoke with him. I judged that Captain Wirz was in 
command there, from his actions. I do not remember that he referred to any other 
officer at that time. I was there only a short time. I was not in any other fort 
that day. I was not in that fort;. I was just outside, about the dispensary; pAr
haps twenty feet from the end of the fortification. There was a column drawn 
up in lin'3 of battle on the north side of the stockade, in companies, a distance 
from each other; they were not the guard that were on duty. The sentinels 
were at their posts. I saw companies scattered around generally. I do not 
know whether all the other forts were in immediate preparation for attack or 
defence, only judging from appearances. I merely spoke of those companies 
being drawn up. I took them to be in line of battle. They were under arms. 
I think that they were more watchful, of course, at that" time than they had 
been previously. They" were better prepared, to all appearances. I ,should 
judge the troops were on active duty; as far as I could see, that was the con
dition of the whole post at that time. They were expecting General Kilpatrick; 
at least I supposed they were. I do not recollect that I heard Captain Wirz 
order that gun to be fired on prisonerB at any other time. I heard him say 
once to a guard that if the Yanks undertook to escape, he was to shoot them. 
I heard these two conditional orders; I do not recollect any other. '1'he order 
to fire on the prisoners if they were escaping was not the only order I ever 
heard. They were to be fired upon if they huddled together inside the stock
ade. That was the order to the battery. I think those two are the only orders 
I heard; one as to the IO-pound gun, and the other as to prisoners escaping. 
I do not know in what capacity Captain Wirz gave those orders, except it waS 
as commander of the post or of the prison. 

THE DOGS. 

I saw the dogs while I was there; they were a species of hound-not the 
full-blooded hound-a mixture. They were of different colors; white, and 
yellow, and spotted. They had also one large dog, which, I think, they called 
"catch-dog;" I think he was a bull-dog, or a bull· terrier of some kind. I 
could not say positively whether either of them was a dark brown dog. I re
member there were some spotted ones. I know what is usually termed a fox
hound. I am not a judge as to whether any of those dogs were fox-hounds, or 
partaking of that breed; I cannot say. I do not know that they were blood
hounds. I do not know that I ever saw a fnll-blooded bloodhound. I have 
seen five or six dogs there together. I do not know the exact number there 
was there. They appeared to be in the charge of a man named Turner; he 
had a horn to direct or train them. I do not know how long they had been 
there. I did not see them when I first went there. I first saw them, I think, 
in June. I heard before that of their being there. I saw them quite a number 
of times; I do not know how many. I have seen them very often taken around 
the hospital, where some Union prisoner had made his escape. I cannot say 
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th t I have at any time seen Captain Wirz direct those dogs. I judged that 
T:l'oel' managed them. 'rhere were no written or printed orders in relation to 
tbedogs that I know of. I 

MEN MANGLED BY THE DOGS. 

I spoke of a man being chased by the honnds. I knew that he was chased 
b·· them from the wounds he received, and from his own words. I am not able 
t!say positively, that I saw them chase that man; but I have seen them chase 
others: The only means I IJav.e of knowing that that manwas chased by the 
dogs is from his wounds and hIS own words. I don't remember the names of 
any ~f the men who died from wounds inflicted by the dogs, or from fcrocious 
and inhuman treatment. I remember men dying there, but I cannot give their 
names. The only ease of death from personal violence, that I remember, (if 
you call that personal violence,) is the man who was bitten in the neck ; he died 
from gangrenc. 

THE ILLNESS OF WIRZ WHILE IN COMMAND OF 'fHE PRISO:'l. 

On the 7th ot September,T think, I went todaptain Wirz's office to get my 
pass renewed; he renewed it. I was in the office many times. ~Iy object in get
tingtlIepass renewed was that I might pass in and out of the hospital at certain 
hours; I think it was the 7th of September I received that pass from Captain 
Wirz, with his signature to it; I will not be positive about the date. I do not 
recollect having any personal interview with Captain Wirz from the middle of 
July to the middle of Septetnber-I think about the 7th, but I will not be posi
tive.· I heard of Captain Wirz being sick while I was there; .1 do not know 
it of my own knowledge. He was complaining when I got that pass. I should 
judge he was not very strong at that time; he looked worn and thin-rather 
emaciated. I would not be able to judge how long he had been sick. 

PROFESSIONAL OPINION OF DR. BARROWS AS TO THE PERCENTAGE OF LIVES
 
THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN SAVED BY PROPER TREATMENT:
 

By the COURT: . 
Q. Are you prepared to give professional opinion as to the percentage of ~ 

deaths that might have been averted by proper treatment 1 
A. I have talked that matter over frequently, while there, and since. It has 

been my honest opinion that, had we had proper food, clothing, quarters, and 
evel'Ything neceE'sary to the sanitary condition of 11)en, probably from seventy
five to eighty per cent. might have been saved under favorable circumstances. 

AUGUST 26, 1865. 
ROBERT K. KELLOGG, for the pro~ecution : 
I was at Andersonville, Georgia; I entered there on the 3d day of May, 1864, 

and left there on the 10th of September of the same year; I went with a body 
of prisoners; r think there were some four hundred of us; I was taken from 
Plymouth, North Carolina, to Andersonville by railroad. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS 1:'<1 THE STOCKADE. 

We entered the pri80n on tile 3d of May, 1864; we were the first captures of 
theeampaign. When we entered the prison there were no men there but old 
prisoners who had been removed from Belle Island, Libby prison, and other 
places to that point. They were ragged, nearly destitute of clothing, and many 
of them were nearly naked; they were totally unprovided with shelter, with 
the exception of that whieh tattered blankets could afford them. They looked 
nearly starved; they were skeletons covered with skin. 'rhe prison at that 
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time was very crowded, at least it appeared so to us then, although there were 
thousands brought there after that. We were allIed in by a rebel sergeant and 
showed a place near the brook, which we were told would be our place, and 
where we were to stay j we were to fall in there every morning for roll-call. 
There was no sbelter provided for m' at that time, or at any other time while 
we were in the prison. We were fortunate enough to be allowed to retain our 
blankets, and with them we erected shelters which protected us from the heat 
.of the sun, but not from the rain. They did protect us from the rain for a few 
days, but soon they become so worn as to be utterly useless again~t the rain. 
The men were in a very filthy condition; indeed they had very poor opportu
nities for keeping clean. l.'here were but two issnes of soap made to the prison 
while I was there. from May to September, and men who were cooking over 
their little fires with pitch-pine knots would get smoky and dirty and would not 
be able to get off the dirt with mere water. When we first went there the 
nights were very cold indeed; that soon passed away as the season advanced, 
.and during the summer it was iptensely hot. I made a memoranda of the rainy 
days while there. 'There were twenty-one rainy days in the month of June. 
When my regiment went there the men were healthy; after that they grad
ually sickened, until I remember one morning at roll-call, out of my ninety 
men there were thirty-two who were not able to stand up when the rebel sergeant 
-came to call the roll. They were unable to stand up principally from scurwy 
and diarrhoea; were a great many of the men who had their limbs contracted 
and swollen so that they couldn't stand up. It was on the 21st of August, and 
we got there all the 3d of May. A number of the men of my squad of ninety 
had died at that time, but the vacancies had been filled by new arrivals. Of 
the four hundred mea captured with me, nearly three hundred are dead. They 
died in the prison or a few days after being paroled; and that is a larger per· 
centage of living than there was in many a regiment. The twenty-fourth New 
York hattery, which was captured at Plymouth, was nearly annihilated. I 
have seen Captain Wirz in the prison frequent.ly. He usually came in more 
often than otherwise mounted on horseback. He wonld ride inside thc dead 
line and examine the prison. I never heard him give any orders. I cannot. 
say that I ever saw him perpetrate any acts of cruelty on the men-not to my 
personal observation. I was in the stockade all the time; I did not go out of 
it with the exception of few times for wood. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARD. 

I recollect the dead line there. I do not know what the orders were in rela· 
tion to it, but I know that th~ effect of trespassing upon it was death. I have 
£een the penalty enforced-I have "een sentries shoot. I cannot say that I saw 
men die from gun8hot wounds by sentries there. I saw a man who had been 
shot. He was not dead then. I do not know that he died. I do not know in 
what part of the body he was shot. I saw him carried on a stretcher to the 
hospilal. He was a cripple, or one-legged man. I heard the report of a gun. 
It was n~ar the entrancp'gate to the prison. I went up there, and I saw the. 
man being carried to a ward in the hospital, which was then inside the prison. 
It had not been removed outside then. '1'here were other cases of shooting by 
sentinels. I came near being shot myself once. I have seen sentinels shoot at 
.(Jtbel' times than the time I have spoken of. It was the second day after my 
-entering the prison-the 5th of May. Some men had escaped fi'om the prison 
the night previous, by means of a tunnel, and the orders that morning', at roll
-call, were very striet indeed. They tried to ascertain from what squad the meD 
had gone. We understood the order to be, that no one should cross tbe 
swamp. I understood the orders to be, that if anyone crossed from one side 
.of the prison to the other, across the swamp, he would be sbot. My squad had 
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had its place assigned to it by the side of the brook, and but a feW' feet from it. 
I thought that it would· be no violation of' the Ilrder to step to the side of the 
brook, and wash my hands. I did so. I Bat by the side of the brook, and sud
denly the boys gave a cry of warning, and I heard a gun snap. I looked up, 
and saw that the sentinel on the stockade had leveled his piece at me, and firdd; 
but the piece had missed. I immediately got away from that Yicinity. I was 
not fired at on any other occasion. I never heard any threats made to shoot 
men. I have seen sentries fire from the sentry posts at men. I have seen them 
firing at men who were dipping water out of the brook, just under the "dead 
line." I remember, one afternoon, seeing a sentry fire his piece at a man in 
that way. I do not recollect whether the man was killed or not that day. I 
could not swear that anybody was hit that day. Shooting by sentries was a 
frequent occurrence; so that, af'tcr a while, we did not notice it so much as we 
did when we first went there. 

THE SUPPI.Y OF WOOD. 

Our supply of' fuel was not regular, nor sufficient. We were allowed, fleveral 
times, to go out under guards-six men fmm a squad of ninety, or eighteen men 
from a detachment of two hundred and seventy-to bring in what we could find 
in the woods, on our shoulders; but the quarter part of the time we had to rely 
upon our supply of roots, which we dug out of the ground, or grubbed for in the 
swamp-pitch-pine roots. I mean the swamp in the stockade. We dried them, 
and made fuel of them. Part of the time ratiolJs were issued raw, and part not; 
many times when there were raw rat.ions issued there was not fuel i~sued for 
them. The squad of ninet.y men of which I was sergeant went from the 30th 
{)f June to the 30th of August without any issue of wood from the authorities. 

CONDITION OF THI<: WATER. 

The most of the men had to depend on the brook for their water, and that, at 
many times, was exceedingly filthy. I have seen it completely covered, almost, 
with floating grease, and dirt, and offal. I have gone in barefoot, when it was 
so dirty that 1 had to go out, as I was getting all over with grease and filth. It 
was not always so. but very frequently so. They had to depend on the stream 
for water, because it was all they bad, except tbat, after they had been there 
some time, they dllg some wells; and there were some springs along the south 
"ide of the prison, by the edge of the hill, near the swamp, but the supply from 
that source was entirely inadequate. It supplied the wants of a few. 

THE RATIONS. 

The quality of the rations, as a general thing, was poor. '1'he quantity 
,grt>.atly varied, so far as my observation went. There were days when we got 
nothing at all. I made a note of at least two such days, and have the dates 
here. There were other days when we got but very little. There were other 
,days when we got enough, such as it was. '1'here seemed to be, somehow, great 
.irregularity in the rations. I do not know how to account for it. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I enlisted August II, lS6~, and was mustered out J nne 1, 1865; I was cap

.tured April 20, 1864; I was then taken directly to Andersonville; I was not 
at any other confederate prison before being at Andersonville, but I was after
wards; I knew nothing about prison life before I went there; I was confined 
.at Charleston and Florence, S. C.; I enlisted as a private and was mustered 
{lut as a sergeaut·major; 1 was a st:rgeant·major at the time of my capture; 
no special privilege or favor was shown me at Andersonville in consequence of 
.my rank; I was treated in all respects the Bame as other prisoners; I do not 
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know that l!ny one had any favor shown him in consequence of his rank; rank 
was. not respected there; they were all generally treated alike, so far as I saw. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I was in the stockade all the time I was confined there, with the exception 
of a few times, when I went out under guard after wood, or something of that 
sort; my squad was on the south side of the stockade, by the edge of the 
brook. (Witness here indicated the locality on the diagram.) That is the 
place on the southwest end of the stockade; I don't know that my position 
was less healthy than the position of other prisoners; the men in the squads at 
the top of the hill appeared to die as fast as the men at the bottom. It would 
seem t6 be reasonable that those furthest removed from the swamp wo.uld be 
healthier. The soil differed in different parts of the prison. On the sOllth hill 
side the soil was sandy; we could not tunnel there, as the tunnels would cave 
in. On the north side of the prison it was hard, red earth. If there had been 
no body of troops or cattle or anything of that kind to trample it, the soil 
would have been the ordinary soft sandy south!"rn soil, with the exception of 
the swamp in the centre of the prison; the swamp occupied four or five acres; 
I don't know how many acres the whole prison occupied, but I should think 
about sixteen or seventeen acres, that is before it was enlarged; I think the 
swamp was about the fifth part of the whole; the swamp ground was not oc
cupied at all; they could not live on it; there was a sort of island on one end 
of it where a few men staid, but the prisoners could not live in swamp or 
mire up to the neck; our prisoners were turned into the stockade and left in a 
great measure to shift for themselves; they could not occupy the swamp 
ground; the prisoners were allowed to go to any portion of the stockade excep~ 
the dead-line; the prisoners on the south side could go clear over to the north 
side, or east and west sides; my squad was ordered by the sergeant, or what
ever his rank was, who put us in there, to stay in that place; that was where 
we were to fall in at roll-call every morning, and where we were to live; I can
not say that it was for any other purpose than simply as a mere regulation, to 
have us in some kind of order when we fell in; the prison was very much 
crowded, and that seemed to be an available spot at that time; I know of no 
other reason for putting us in that particular place; of course I did not know 
their reasons for putting us there; I do not know anything as to how that 
stockade came to be built around the prison; I do not know how the dead-line 
came to be made just inside the stockade; I know that it was made; it was 
made before I went there; I do not know anything about, or by whom, or when 
it was made; I do not know anything abollt the condition of these prisoners 
when they came from Belle island; I was not there when they came; I think 
I have seen some come there from Belle island, but will not be positive; I 
have seen them come from Danville; they were about on a par with the old 
prisoners, but in a much worse condition than the new arrivals; I saw several 
hundred who had come from Danville; in some instances they had their 
blankets and other clothing with them; they seemed to be a little better pro
vided than the old prisoners whom we found there when we went there; I 
think they were stouter; I did not see these blankets taken from them; the 
Plymouth garrison were'allowed their blankets by Geileral TIoge; I never saW 
a prisoner have his blanket taken from him by Captain Wirz; I have seen. hun
dreds coming in robbed of their blankets and everything else, and have heard 
their statements; I never saw Captain Wirz take a blanket from anyone-it 
was done outside; I never heard him order a blanket to be taken away from 

.anyone; I never saw or IleaI'd Captain Wirz take or order to be taken from 
any prisoner, auything that contributed to his health or comfort; I did state 
that there were twenty-one days more or less rainy in J uue-days on which 
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rain fell; I was then within the stockade; the rain did not improve" the condi
tion of the stockade-it made it very muddy and filthy; it wad in a worse con
dition than gronnd like that would have been in ordinary camp anywhere, in 
field service; it was filthier and muddier-there was not good drainage there; 
it was very much worse than it was in dry weather; I think Captain VVirz 
could have made some arrangement inside of the stockade, other than what was 
made, in regard to the comfort and convenience and accommodation of the 
prisoners; I think there might have bee,n police arrangements established' that 
would have kept the prison in much better order than it was; there was no 
guard duty done inside the stockade; I cannot say who did the police duty 
inside the stockade; they were some of our own men who acted as a sort of 
police squad, but they were very inefficient; somebody was to blame for not see
ing that those men did their duty; I cannot tell who it was; he ought to have 
been severe UpOll them; I am speaking in regard to the police force; I do not 
think that they did their duty, and I think that somebody ought to have made 

. them do it; I don't know under whose charge they were; with such rainy 
weather no person could have been made comfortable with no blanket and with
out shelter; there were two days I remember when we got nothing to eat, the 
3d of July and the 11th of August; I don't remember now the cause; I know 
nothing about the transportation there; I don't know that the reas()n was the 
insufficiency of the transportation; I don't know that Captain Wirz llad any
thing to do with my not having anything to eat; Captain Wirz one day dill me 
a kindness; one day when I went out after wood I accidentally left my knife 
in the woods, and I did not discover my loss till I got back to the prison; I 
hailed Captain Wirz, who was riding by. and he went back with me, and I found. 
my knife; I considered that an act of kindness at the time, and I do now; I 
never knew anything about Captain Wirz refusing to do any. act of kindness 
that was asked of him by a soldier; I never saw him commit any wilful or 
malicious acts towards our prisoners; I had no dealings with him. 

By the COURT: 
There was an opening in the old stockade of about ten feet wide; it opened 

into the enlargement. The rebel sergeant came in and gave the orders that all 
the detachments above the number of forty-eight, I think, (which made about 
13,000 men,) should get into that new part within an hour's time, or else their 
bankets would be confiscated. 

THE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

By COUNSEL: 
I remember having permission four times to go out of the prison. I once 

went to Captain Wirz's office, and I remember two other times when. I went 
after wood, and I think once more I may have been gone an hour and a half 
or two hours, I think. I went out under guard to bring in wood. They 

.allowed six men to go from each squad of ninety, eighteen men from a detach
ment. Captain Wirz never prevented me from going out at any time. We 
could not go out in any way except with a squad. It was no use to make 
application to go out alone. We did not make application to anyone in par
ticular when we wanted to go out with a squad; we fell in with our proportion 
of men. I think orders came from the sergeant at the gate that· such and such 
a detachment could send out men that afternoon for wood. 'l'hey selected their 
Own men; those that were stontest, and could bring in most wood. I cannot 
tell what the greatest number was that went out at anyone time, and I do not 
think I could make;ia t::5timatf. I merely had to do with my own detachment 
or squad. I saw other squads go out but could not tell how many. We went 
out in this way at different times when I was there; at one time men took ad-

H. Ex. Doc. 23--5 
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vantage of being out in the woods with the guards, and muzzled and over
powered them and made their escape. I think a man would rather die in that 
way than die by inches in the stockade. It would have been safe to have sent 
out many of our prisoners at a time if they had sent a large enough guard with 
them. No man would have been such a fool as not to avail himself of an op· 
portunity to escape. It would not have been safe to have sent out many of our 
men without a large guard. I should think that six men and it corporal, with 
arms, ought to keep guard over twenty men. I cannot recollect in what months 
I frequently saw these squads go out. I never knew of Oaptain Wirz pre
venting a squad from going out after wood. AfGer these attempts to escape the 
prisoners were prevented from getting wood. 

CONDITON OF THE WATER. 

I have seen our prisoners inside washing in the brook; I have washed there 
myself daily. I cannot tell how many wells they had inside the stockade; I 
remember eight or nine, I think. The whole of the base of the south hilI was 
springy; there were small springs all along the base of the hilI, but they fur· 
nished very little water. I heard Dr. Bates's description of a well the other 
day. These nine wells were not like that-they had water in them; the springs 
had a little water in them. It is very hard work to dig wells with nothing but 
spoons or half canteens. The soldiers dug the few wells that were in there; 
they dug them with spoons and pieces of plate or anything they could get hold' 
of. I speak of one well especially which was near me. We had to dig with 
what things we had of our own; in some cases the men borrowed a spade from 
the police squad; we got some made in that way. I saw a well dug in the 
stockade; we had a well right near my place; we dug it, I think, with a tin 
plate aud half canteens ; we would take a canteen and split it in two. I have 
seen other wells dug, but I do not remember with what they were dug. Late 
in August, shortly before I came away, there were some spades that we could 
have got, a few spades that sergeants of detac~llllents could get. They were 
for the purpose of covering up filth and cleaning up our quarters. The soldiers 
never dug a well with them; they could not have dug wells with them if they 
had been disposed to do so, for they were needed for the uses I have stated all 
the time. '1'hey had to be turned in at a particular time. I do not know that 
any application was ever made for a spade with which to dig a well j I do not 
know of any application being made or refused. I have no reason to suppose 
that Oaptain Wirz would refuse an application for a spade to dig a well with. 
'.rhe ground inside the stockade sloped from both sides of the stockade down to 
the centre, towards the swamp, making two hill-sides It was about level from 
the upper side where the brook came in to the lower side; it sloped just enough 
to allow the water to flow through slowly. '1'he water in the wells was very 
fair. One great objection to digging wells was that we needed all the room to 
live upon. We ought to have had more room. If there had been more wells 
the prisoners would have been ~ore crowded than they were; a few more 
might have been dug if we had had instruments with which to dig them. They 
had the instruments at one time, the latter part of August, about the time I 
came away. 

AUGUST 28, 1865~ 
THOMAS 0: ALcoIUJ, for the prosecution: . 
I have been in the military service of the United States; I was captured by 

the enemy at '.rupelo, Mississippi, on W'olf river. I belonged to the seventJ:" . 
second Ohio infantry. I was taken to a prison at Holly Springs, Missillsippl; 
anld fro1m HohIlYd ASprd'ings to.IJackson, Mississippi. I was taken- to Anderson- .'.¥.;, 

vi le; reac e n ersonvl Ie some part of the summer of 1864; I cannot say' 
whattime.i 
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MONEY AND VALUABLES TAKEN FROM.A PRISONER BY WIRZ.' 

When I arrived at, Andersonville I was searched and my arms and money 
t ken from me; Oaptain Wirz. took them fi'om me; I know Oaptain Wirz. 
[The prisoner, by direction of the court, stood up and was identified by the 
witness.] He took from me a belt with $150 in gold, and the balance in gre~n
backs, amounting to $280.altogether. He ~lso took from me my pocket-kmfe, 
a breast-pin, and a gold rmg that I had III my pocket-book. He never re
turned any of the property to me. 

SHOOTING OF A PRISONER BY WIRZ. 

One day there was a man sitting down, a kind of weakly man. Oaptain 
Wirz passed in the stockade, when this man 'got up and asked him if he could 
go out to get some fresh air. Captain Wirz asked him what he meant by that. 
The poor fellow "wormed" around and said he wanted air. There was some
thing said, when Oaptain Wirz wheeled again, pulled out a revolver and shot 
him down. 'l'his wag some part of the summer, two months after I got there. 
The ball took effect in the breast; he died in about two or'three hours after
wards) After that I was standing pretty close by; I said something to Oap
tain Wirz that he did not like; he turned around and said I had better look 
out or he would put me in the same place. I spoke in the way that I have, 
s'aying that I was not a bit afraid of it. Pretty soon afterwards Oaptain Wirz 
came in with a corporal and two guards and put me in irons. He kept a ball 
and chain 011 me the whole time 1 was there. I kept working at the ball and 
chain every day, and at last I got it so I could get it off, and I made my escape 
from the prison. I went from the prison to St. Louis, from there to Memphis, 
and from Memphis to my regiment. The man that was shot belonged to the 
eighth Missouri; they called him "Red" in the regiment; I could not say 
what his name was; I knew him at Memphis; I saw the man fall, and I saw 
the boys look at him; we all gathered around at the time I was teasing Wirz ; 
I saw the man drop and he never got up any more. He lay there till the next 
day; some of the boys went to Captain "VVirz and asked him if they coulrl not 
carry the body out; he said they qould. They carried him to the gate of' the 
stockade and he lay there till the next day. I saw the pistol in the hauds of 
Oaptain Wirz; I saw him pull it out; they wereabout four and a half feet apart. 
This occurred in February, I think; February or June or along in there. I 
cannot say for certain in what month it was. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARD. 

At one of the springs where we used to get water we had a long pole to 
reach over and get the water, as if we got over too far the guard told us it was 
their orders to shoot us. Once in a while the men were so thick that one would 
be shoved over the mark, and as soon as he was the sentinel would shoot him 
down. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
My home is in Oincinnati, Ohio. I was born and raised in Hamilton county; 

I left there to go into the service in 1861; I went into the seventy-second 
Ohio. I remained in that regiment three years, including the time I was a 
prisoner and the time I was in hospital. I was in prison between six or eight 
or nine months, and in the hospital two months from the time I got shot. We 
were captured at Tupelo, Miss., directly after the fight' with Sturgis's raiders. 
We were captured by some ofthe e)ghteenth Mississippi. They took me to Holly 
Springs, from there to Jackson, and from tIl ere to Andersonville. They kept 
lIle at Holly Springs three days, at Jackson two days, and then took me direct 
to Andersonville. I had been in the service about a year and five months 
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when I was captured. I had not been at home at all; I had been in active 
'-service one year and five months at the tim~ I was captured. 

MONEY AND VALUABLES TAKEN FROM A PRISO:'lEIl BY WIRZ. 

I got t.he $150 in gold at Jackson, Mi~s. I made a raid on it and captured 
it, and Captain Wirz captured it from me. He had no right to. I took that 
money from the root of a tree. That tree was in Jackson, Miss. It was not 
in any particular yard; outside of the yard, in the woods; not exactly away 
out in the woods; about two hundred and fifty yards from the house. A negro 
showed me where it was and I dug it up. I do not know what the negro's 
name was, or to whom the gold belonged. 1 never got any of my money 
back; he turned it over to Colonel Gibbs. I did not apply for it; I could not. 
I made my escape from there and I did not want to go back and apply for it. 
I had been there two or three months before I escaped-till I got the ball and 
chaill so that I could get it off. I do not know in what month I made my 
escape-in some part of the summer. It was warm weather-hot. '1'he first 
place I stayed when I made my escape was in the woods, about twelve miles 
off. In the morning I travelled about four miles. 

SHOOTING OF A PRISONER BY \vIRZ. 

I had been in the stockade about two months before I saw this abuse by 
Captain Wirz. It was pretty fair weather during those two months. It only 
rained twice to my knowledge. It was mild summer weather. I cannot answer 
what kind of weather they had for two months before February in any part of 
the country, nor the kind of weather they have for two months before.June. I 
had seen Captain Wirz twelve or thirteen times before this assault. I have 
seen him riding around on his horse, or walking around the prison. He rode a 
kind of roan horse, with long dark mane; his tail was the same kind as his mane. 
I cannot say, for certain, how many times I saw him riding that horse. I think 
a hundred times-not before this assault; I saw him ten or twelve times before 
this assault. I. have seen him about four times before that assault without a 
horse, walking around the prison and stockade. I was Ileal' enough for him to 
rub up against me. I spoke to him and told him that I wanted to go to the 
hospital. He asked me what the matter was with me.' I told him that my eyes 
were hurting me. They were affected with inflammation and cold. He let 
me go to the hospital about four days afterwards, about the time it was too late; 
my eyes did not get well in four days. I mean by saying that it was too late, 
that my eyes got worse, and have been worse ever since. I cannot tell the name 
of the man I saw him assault. I saw the man before at Memphis. He was a 
soldier in the eighth Missouri. I never saw him from the time I saw him at 
Memphis, until I saw him inside the prison. I had not seen him for pretty 
nearly a year before. ['rhe diagram of the prison was here shown to the witness.J 
I never saw that map before. It was on the north side of the brook, wbere 
Captain Wirz made that assault; rwitness indicates locality on diagram;J about 
five hundred yards from the brook, I reckon. I am sure it was on the north side 
of the brook. I know the place, and all of five hundred yards from the brook, 
and about fifty feet from the dead-line. I am sure it was on the north side of 
the dead-line. The dead-line was about five feet from the stockade. There 
were a great many men around when this occurred, whose names I do not 
now. I expect they saw the shooting. It was between 3 and 4 o'clock in the 
afternoon. I do not know what day of the week it was; we did not know one 
day from the other there; we did not know Sunday when it came. I do not 
know what time of the mouth it was; it was very hot weather, real summer
 

, weather, not scorching. I did not feel it scorching me very much. I have
 
seen Captain Wirz since; I have seen him since I have been in town, every
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day. I never saw him at any other time after that onset in the stockade.. He 
had on citizen's clothes. He had on a gray coat, which they called there mili

. tary-a regular gray uniform. and a kind of brown cassimere pants. They were 
not military pants. He harl a gray hat 9n his head. what they called military. 
IIe came in some days in citizen's dress. He had on a regular uniform the time· 
the man was shot. He had on a gray coat. an officer's coat, when he shot this 
man. He had on ·military pants, and military hat. His belt was over his coat 
and the pistol hung on the left side; he took it out with his right hand and shot 
the man. He asked the man what he wanted by asking him such a question as 
that. The fellow c, wormed" around; sort of cool, and walked away. Captain 
Wirz went towards him and asked him w.hat he meant. He said he did not 
mean anything; He turned round in the same way, talking, and Oaptain Wirz 
pulled ant his reJolver and shot him down without any more words. He said 
to this man, "what do you mean?" in a coarse kind of Dutch way. I cannot 
speak it myself. The man ;,vent up to the captain and saluted him in the way 
any man ought to do, and asked the captain if he could get out and stay in the 
cool. Oaptain Wirz said no. The fellow turned round and" wormed," and 
Oaptain Wirz asked him what he meant by it. Oaptain Wirz said" look out," 
in the Dutch language. I did not understand it, but a good many Dutch fellows 
there said what he meant. He pulled his revolver out and shot him in the front, 
facc·to face. 'rhe man was quiet and inoffensive. Oaptain Wirz talked velf 
loud to him-all the words could be heard. Not more than about five WOl'ds 
went from Captain 1Virz's mouth. I did not see where Captain Wirz came 
from at that time. I had not seen him for a few minutes before that. Just 
saw him come up, and I saw the fellow go up to him. He came from the 
direction of the gate. I am almost blind and cannot show it to you on the 
diagram. I think he came from the south side of the prison. About the first I 
saw of him was when the man was going up to him about eight or nine steps 
from· me. He was not talking to anyone as he came up, he was by himself. 
He ",as walking along, and the fellow met him, and on that accidental meeting 
he shot him on the spot. 

By the COURT: 
The entrance gate is on the south side of the stockade. [The diagram of the 

prison was here shown to the witness.] I cannot see that; the prisoner came 
from the direction of the gate. 

Q. In your examination in chief you said that you saw the prisoner a number 
of times after he shot this man; and in your cross-examination you said that 
lifter that, you did not see him at all; which do you mean? 

A. I saw him in the prison, of course, befor~ I left; after I got away I did 
not see him any more until I came here; I saw him several times after he had 
shot the man, in prison. 

By COUNSI'L: 
A. I made my escape about two months after this shooting; I saw Captain 

Wirz the next day after. he shot this man; he came the next day and ordered 
me to be put in irons; I saw him about a hundred times during those two months. 

AnGUST 28, 1865. 
BOSTON CORBETT, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the Unite-d States service the most of the past four years; I 

was captured near Centrev.ille, Virginia, and conveyed to Andersonville, Georgia;. 
I arrived there 12th of July, 1864. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

Before we entered the stockade we remained in front of the headquarters fOl~ 
some time, to be told off in detachments, numbering 270, divided into 90's;.~ 
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while there I was excessively thirsty, and asked a man who was there near Oap: 
tain Wirz's headqnarters (in some small tents) for a drink of water; the reply 
was that he dare not give it to me; he was not a guard; he was one of our own 
prisoners; there were a good many of them outside, on their parole of honor. 
Another man in the squad was sick, and he reported himself to a lieutenant of 
the guard, and asked if he could not be sent to the hospital, or have some medi. 
cal treatment; the officer told him, no, that nothing could be done for him till 
the morrow, and that he must go into the stockade with the rest of us. After 
entering the stockade, I found nine men of my own company there, who had 
been taken to that place some three and a half months previously, eight of them 
were inside, and one had been taken· to the hospital outside; I did not see him 
but knew of his being there; within two months time six out of those nine men 
died; and before I left the stockade, out of fourteen, including five who were 
captured with me, there were tw.elve dead; but two of us returned alive. The 
prison was very horrible on account of the filthy condition of it; the swamp 
which runs on each side of the,small stream that runs through the stockade was 
so offensive, and the stench from it was so great, that I remember the first time 
I went down there I wondered that every man in the place did not die from the 
effects of the stench, and I believe that that was the cause of the death of a 
great many of our men; it was a living mass of putrefaction and filth; there 
were maggots there a foot deep or more; any time we turned over the soil we 
could see the maggots in a living mass; the soldiers were not compelled in all 
cases to wade through it to get to the stream; in some ca8es I have 8een them 
wading ,through it digging for roots. Having no fuel allowed to us for a con
siderable length of time we were obliged to go there for the purpose of' digging 
for roots; those roots, in one day's exposure to the sun, became thoroughly 
dried, and the next day we could use them for fuel; this was necessary because 
they did not fumish us with the necessary wood for cooking purposes. In 
September or October, a large number of men were taken from the stockade to 
wbrk outside, perhaps two or three hundred or more; they worked upon a build
ing southward from the stockade outside of' it; what the building was for I 
cannot say, although it was said it was to be a hospital; but I know very well 
if the same number of men had been employed in procuring wood outside they 
might have built quarters inside to protect us from the weather; .it was the night 
rains which brought on sickness; we had no protection from the rain or the sun; 
I was willing to go outside and work j I would have been glad of the chance; 
that was the general feeling amol).g all the prisoners; I know it was the general 
desire to go out; we had no opportunity to talk with Oaptain Wirz about it. 

CONDITION of THE SICK IN THB STOCKADB. 

I have seen around the swamp the sick in great numbers, lying in a line 
pretty much as soldiers lie when they lie down to rest in line after a march. 
Going down in the morning to the stream for water, I could see here and there 
those who had died .dnring the night, and in the daytime I could see them ex
posed to the heat of the sun, with their feet swelled to an enormous size,. 
and in many cases large gang'l'enous sores, without bandages to coyer them, 
and the sores filled with maggots and flies, which they were unable to keep off. 
I have seen men lying there in a state of utter destitution, not able to help 
themselves, lying in their own filth. '1'hey generally chose that place
those who were most offensive-because others would drive them away, not 
wanting to be near those who.had sores. Others chose it because of its being 
so near to the sinks. 'rhat was the place where the worst cases generally 
were. In (lne case a man died there, I am satisfied, from the effects of lice. 
When the clothes were taken off his body the lice seemed as thick as the 
garment-a living mass. Our food was very insufficient. Even when a Sir
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eant of a detachment recehed his double ration, it was not enough for 
~im. A sergeant in charge of ninety men received a double ration for his 
trouble in calling the roll, reporting the sick, &c. During the first month of 
my imprisonment there the sick were reported, and in some cases they received 
medicine. During the latter part of my imprisonment they received no medi
cine whatever. I believe no medicine was given inside the stockade during the 
'last six weeks or two months; during that time I myself was very sick. The 
doctor would come around and look at us at times. The only thing he ever 
gave uS in the way ofmedicine was some sour meal-water. Twice they gave 
me that as belonging to the scurvy patients. They called it vinegar. . It was 
merely water laid upon sour meal. Our own men made a better article inside 
the stockade. which they called sour beer. '.rhe sick were carried to the south 
gate at roll call, and those who could get carried out were carried out. There 
was a second enclosure inside the hospital-a wooden railing with guards to 
keep the men from going beyond the line. There the sick would be laid. There 
were six detachments assigned to one doctor's care, awl the sergeant would have 
to see that the men were in their own places. The doctor would examine 
them, and would select one or two of the very worst cases to be sent to the 
hospital, when there would be perhaps twenty or thirty sick men in the de
tacbment, so that the number that got to the hospital was very few in compar
ison with the number of those that were- ca!'l'ied there awaiting to be taken out. 
I had myself to carry out one of my comrades three times. The fourth time he 
was taken to the hospital, and he died a short time afterwards. In some cases 
men died while waiting at the gate to be carried out. I have seen them dead 
there myself. The greater part of the time the foUl' mell who were assigned to 
that work by the sergeant of the detachment would carry them out, and in return 
for carrying them out, they were allowed to gather wood outside the stock
ade,_ which they would bring in. Every man bringing in an armful of wood 
:rpight sell it if he chose; and he would generally sell it to other prisoners for 
about a dollal'. The men got so hardened to death, being so familiar with it, 
and seeing it so constantly before their eyes, that I have often heard those 
who could not get a chance to carry out a dead man, say to those who did, 
"That is right; trade him off for good wood." If those things are not horrible, 
I do not know what is. I have stated that the condition of the place was hor
rible; I have seen these things. Scurvy was It very general disease there; 
there were hundreds of cases all around. It afflicted me by swelling my feet 
and legs very much, contracting the cords of my leg so that it was crooked so I 
could not straighten it; I had to limp in walking. Others were much worse, 
and had to crawl on the ground or walk on crutches. The gums would get ex
ceedingly sore; the teeth would become loose -and would frequently come out. 
In addition to that there would be a growth of raw flesh on the gums, both in
side and out. In one case, a comrade belonging to my com~any had such flesh 
grow from each side of the mouth until it formed a second growth, making it 
impossible for him to eat such coarse food as the corn bread that we received, 
or anything of that nature. My gums frequently bleed, still. Very many were 
affiicted in that way. There were some barrack bnildings pnt up at one end of 
the stockade, sort of shed-barracks, not enclosed on the side. The sick were 
gathered there as an inside hospital. I think there were upwards of a thousand 
patients there at the time. As I went there from day to day, I found that for 
two days they had received nothing in the way of nourishment or as rations, ex
cept boiled beans and molasses, which caused the death of a great many. Each 
morning there were cords of them laid out in front of this building, dead. 
noticed that whenever we had an extra cold night the number of dead laid out 
in front of those sheds would be very large. I mean that if they were piled up 
like wood they would make several cords. One morning I noticed the body of 
one dead man which was so very offensive that I had to step aside and go away. 

I 
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How long that body remained in that neighborhood I do not know, but it cer
tainly must have been very injurious to the health of those in the barracks close 
by; I know that it was so. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

'1'he water that passed through the stockade was often very filthy. Some
times it was middling clear, but generally it was not good to drink. I was often 
compelled to drink it, nevertheless. At times I would go to those who had 
wells dug. Sometimes they would give me a drink and sometimes they would 
not. I received such rough usage and language from them that I have turned 
away parched with thirst, and drank the bad water from the stream, rather 
than beg it from the men who had the wells. In the portion' of the stockade 
where I was it was pretty high ground. It was called the new stockade. 
There were some wells dug there. Probably one of them was the well that Dr. 
Bates del'cribed-very deep, but with no water. We had to go down to the 
stream for water, or to beg it frpm those who had wells near the stream. There 
were a great many away from that stream who were unable to get at it. I have 
seen a man lying within a few feet of that stream who was unable to get water 
for himself, and I have carried water to him. I have often seen men dead neal' 
there. 

THE CHAIN GANG. 

I observed outside the stockade some forts, some guns near the headquarters, 
and around the building neal' the head,quarters I noticed several men with 
heavy balls and cllains. They were exposed to the heat of the sun. The heat 
was so great that I have the marks upon my shoulder yet. 

. . 

THE ii'>TOCKS. 

I have seen the stocks when I went to help to carry a comrade to sick-call, 
but I do not recollect seeing anyone put in them. They were exposed to the 
sun so that anyone in them would have to be exposed to the heat of the sun. 

THE DOGS. 

I know of hounds having been kept there for hunting and re-capturing pris
oners who tried to escape. In the month of October, 1864, we were allowed in 
certain instances to go outside the stockade, under rebel guatds to bring in wood 
for fuel. For some months previonsly we had not been allowed such a priv
ilege. I told some of my coml:ades that the first time I got outside the stockade 
I should try to escape. Being one of a party of twenty who went out in that 
way, after going some short distance from the stockade, perhaps half a mile, 
(more or less,) I watched an opportunity and made my escape from the guards. 
I got some short distance and secreted myself. While I was there they came 
in pursuit of me, but my hiding place was sufficiently secure, and they could 
not find me, although I heard my name called and heard men passing close by 
me. I lay there perhaps an hour or two, when I .heard the yelping of dogs in 
the distance. The man with the hounds evidently thought that I was further 

-off, and he had taken them to a considerable distance. I heard them in the 
distance; then nearer and nearer, till they finally approached me, and one actu
ally rubbed his nose against my face. I was ready for a spring, and intended . 
to grapple with him; but the dogs, instead of tearing me, made a circle and kept 
running about me until the hunter came. He immediately called the dogs off 
and told me that I would have to go back with him. He put up his pistol and 
talked pretty clever to me. He said, "The old captain told me to make the 
dogs tear you, but I have been a prisoner myself and know what it is to be a 
prisoner, and I would not like to do that." Speaking kindly to me, he took me 
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back to head<iuarters, The first question of Oaptain Wirz was, "Why did you 
not'mak.e the dogs bite him?" evidently showing that he had given the order 
which the man had told me he got. The answer of the man showed me that 
he was under the command ahd inferior to Captain Wirz. He replied, "I guess 
the dogs hurt him enough," aud that seemed to satisfy Oaptain Wirz, who or
dered me to be taken back to the stockade. 

THE DEAD-LINE. 

. Tliat dead-line was a slight wooden railing, about the height of this railing, 
(some three feet;) it was on little upright posts, running inside of the stockade, 
about twelve or fifteen feet from it, as I thought then j but I have heard since 
that it was further than that-that it was twenty feet; I judged myself that it 
was from twelve to fifteen feet At the place where the stream entered the 
stockade the dead-line was broken down for some weeks, and during that time 
there were several men shot there. I have seen several carried away from there 
who were said to have been killed in that way. The horrors of that prison were 
so great that one man went over the line, and refused to leave it until he was 
shot dead. So great was the horror and misery of that place that I myself had 
thoughts of going over that· dead-line to be shot in preference to living there. 
But it immediately occurred to my mind that it was a Ohristian's duty to bear 
whatever was thrown upon me, otherwise I should have undoubtedly gone 
over-preferring death to life. I think that in every case of shooting I knew 
of they were men who had to go to that place to get water. '1.'he nearer to the 
stockade the clearer the water was, consequently men would go in search of 
it as far as they dared to. go to get clear water; and, in some cases, they would 
get on the line without knowing it, becanse there was no actual line on the 
spot, and they would have to look to the right or to the left to see where the 
line ought to be. I believe that, in many cases, new prisoners who had not 
,been warned about the dead-line crossed it, and were shot without knowing 
where the dead-line was, as no warning would be given except, as I have said, 
by our own men. I used to make it a particular portion of my business when 
new prisoners came to show them the dead-line, because when I went there at 
first myself I would have been shot if one of our own men had not dragged me 
back. 

SHOO'rING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I hlJ,ve been within hearing of the sentinels who shot men on that line or 
passing it. I never heard them halt a man, or give him any intimation. The 
instance that occurs to my mind is this; one of the rebel sentinels had jnst shot 
one of our men; one of the other prisoners seeing it, remonstrated with him, 
threatening retaliation if ever he got a chance; the rebel hastily reloaded his 
piece, took aim at the man, and told him if he heard another word out of his 
head he would shoot him dead; whereupon, of course, the man said no more. 
I do not recollect ever hearing the sentinels say anything in reference to their 
orders. I do not know the number of prisoners I have seen killed or shot by 
thl\ sentinels on duty. I often, very often, heard the report of a musket. I 
knew by what was said that a man was shot, but I did not see it; but I saw 
several cases myself. It was a very common occurrence. One night-

OOUNSEL for the accused objected to the witness stating anything which he 
did not see. 

WI'fNESS. It was 100 dark to see it, but I heard the whistle of the balls, and 
knew that they fired into the stockade without any provocation whatever. 

COUNSEL for the accused objected to the witness stating anything but what 
be knew himself. I 

ThePRERIDENT. The witness may state what he heard among the prisoners 
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at the time these killings took place, what the prisoners said, and what the Sen
tinels said, by whose orders the firing was done, &c. '['he court wants to heal' 
it all. 

SUFFERINGS FROM HUNGER. 

I know that I suffered very much from hunger; so much so, that months after' 
my release my appetite was constantly craving, and I could not restrain myself 
from eating, even after I had enough. This was the consequence of that slow 
process of starvation. I am well aware that many of my comrades died there in 
consequence of not having sufficient food. I have noticed persons robust in 
health taken to the stvckade. The effect was that, in a very short time, they 
became sick and died. This was the case with several of' my company who 
were extraordinarily robust. It was a common remark among my company that 
the strongest and best men of the company died. I have seen around the sut
ler's stand men dead; and I have seen them actually dying of starvation, and 
yet they would not get a mO'!:thful to eat, The sutler's stand was inside the 
stockade. One of our own men kept it. It was said'that he was a Belle Island 
prisoner. He had the privilege of going out and bringing in supplies which he 
got from the confederates outside. He paid them large prices, and sold to the 
prisoners inside at an enormous profit. I have seen onions sell at twenty-five, 
forty, and seventy-five cents, of our own currency, according to their size. The 
rebel currency went at from foul' to one, and afterwards at fi'om five to one, so 
that a small onion would cost a dollar in confederate money. 

EFFECT OF 'rIm TREATMENT ON THE MORAL SENSIBILITIES AND MENTAL 

CONDITION 010' THE PRISONERS. 

'['he prisoJilers seemed in many cases totally depraved and demoralized. 'l'heir 
minds were in many cases affected very much, so that they seemed, as has 
been already described by a witness, idiotic. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
I have seen maggots in the food that was given me to eat. I have taken that 

food to the stream and washed the maggots from it. I have seen them in the 
sores on the soldiers there; and I have seen them in such a way that it is llardly 
fit to describe in this court. I have seen maggots a foot deep in the mire, filth, 
and swampy ground there by the stream-black marshy mire. They ,were 
principally caused by the men not beiug able to go to the sink-by what p3:ssed 
from their bodies. I saw one dead person phere-the first dead man I saw in 
the stockade. '1'hat was not because of the maggots a foot deep; that mire was 
a general receptacle for any filth we might throwaway. You could walk over 
four or five acres of ground and find maggots under your feet all the time. 

THE DOGS. 

'1'he hounds have chased me; I might have said bloodhounds. I do riot know 
who was with the hounds. I saw the mar,l that was with them. I could tell 
him from another man, but I cannot tell his name; it was not Oaptain Wirz. 
Only two hounds pursued me. Immediately on my being caught the man 
sounded a call with his horn. I couldn't tell whether it was to recall others, 01' 

to give notice that I had been caught; but I saw several more hounds at the 
building where they kept them, and where this man turned the hounds in. It 
was a good, strong, substantial log building. If I had been s\lpplied with as 
good shelter, I should never have got any sickness from the rain at night. I 
cannot tell how many hounds I have seen at one time together. I thi;nk I saw· 
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more than five. 'l'hey seemed to be all hounds-bloodhounds. I know what 
a bloodhound is. A hound that could track me from a distance to the place 
where I lay secreted must have had the powerful scent and instinct of a blood
hound; a common dog would never have found me in my hiding place. I be
lieve that the only reason why the hound did not tear me was, because the same 
power kept him from doing it that kept the lions from tearing Daniel-that God 
in whom I trusted. Undoubtedly the hound did smell me when he rubbed his 
-nose against me, and I believe the Almighty prevented him from hiting me. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I obtained those marks, made by the sun, on my skin in the months of J llly 
and August; It was on the 12th of July when I went there, and I saw pris
oners theu. in chains, and I have seen them wearing the ball and chain at the 
samEt time when I got those marks from the heat of the sun. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

I saw our prisoners dipping in the water from the brook. I have often done 
so myself. 'l'hey usually went where it entered the stockade. 'l'hey went there 
because the water was clearer there than elsewhere. The water was not quite 
good there; it was quite bad very often; it was more filthy in other places. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS ~Y THE GUARDS. 

I cannot name any individual prisoner whom I saw shot. I believe I have 
seen prisoners shot every month I was there. On the occasion when I heard 
firing in the night I did not see Captaiu Wirz. I do not know whether he was 
there in the night or not. Seeing him there every day, I suppose he was there 
in the night too. I saw him there one night when we were being removed from 
the stockade to the cars to be taken to another prison. That was on special 

• service removing prisoners. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

Q. Did you ever yourself see Captain Wirz perpetrate any personal violence 
on anyone 1 

A. I cannot answer without stating what I heard. 
Mr. BAKER. Answer yes or no, and the circumstances can be stated aftpr

wards. 
. Wrl'NEss. I did not see any outrage. 

Mr. BAKER. Very well, that is enough. 
WITNESS. Y<;lU said that when I answered I mig'ht state the circumstances; 

I now insist on my right to do so. 
The PRESIDENT (to witness.) State under what circumstances aud from 

whom you heard what yon refer to. 
Mr. BAKER. We'object. 
The PRESIDENT directed counsel to be seated and told the witness to proceed. 
WITNESS. I was being removed from the stockade to the cars, to be takeu 

to another prison. It was at night. Just back of me some prisoners, who 
were unable to walk, had fallen. .I heard Captain Wirz's voice swearing, and 
I heard what indicated that blows had been given. I did not see him strike 
any blows, but I heard something of that going on. I could not swear that I 
saw it, yet I knew of the occurrence. 

SUFFERINGS FROM HUNGER. 

By COUNSEL: 
I did not know the man who had the sutlership inside the stockade, personally, 

only from what I 'heard in regard to him from my comrades. I cannot tell how - " 
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niany times I saw him. I saw several men in -there, and I could not tell the 
proprietor from those in his employ. Those engaged in the1~e in that way 
were Union prisoners. The sutlership was under the charge of Union· prisoners. 
One man was' allowed to go out for goods. He was a Union prisoner. He 
brought in goods in a wagon and had them to sell. It is not customary for It 

sutler to ?;ive away goods; they generally want a pretty good price for their 
articles. I know that if I had 8een a fellow-prisoner starving f01' want of some
thing which I had to sell I would give it to him. I camiot 8ay that I would 
give it to him and others if it took all I had to buy. It was his Christian duty 
to give away a portion of his goods, enough to keep a man from dying from 
starvation by his place. If there were thirteen thousand prisoners dying there. 
I do not think he ought to give some to all. I know that the sutlers there paid 
large prices for the privilege they had, by general hearsay, and a~so by the 
enormous prices he charged. I paid twenty-five cents once for a very small 
quantity of molasses that I went to buy for a sick man-perhaps not more than 
half a gill. That was before molasses was generally given out. I know that 
corn was at one time sold by him at three dollars per dozen. By his enormous 
prices I know that he must have paid enormous prices for the articles. That 
is the only way I knew that he paid a large·price for his privilege of being 
sutler. I was not in partnership with him so that I could know. 

THE "RAIDERS." 

There were desperadoes who were ready to knock a man down with a club, 
which they often did for very slight offences, or no cause whatever. Very 
often if It man objected because his rations were too small. a sergeant would lay 
hold of a club and knock him down. I have seen several men come up to what 
was called the barber's shop, close where I used to lie, to have their hail' cut· 
short around a wound on the head. They had been assaulted by these desper
adoes. They were our own prisoners. They would often assault peaceable 
prisoners. I might further add-I think it might come in here very appropri
ately-that when we first arrived at the depot. (the commissary was right along
side the depot,) some of our own men working there-paroled prisoners-told 
us that the day before we arrived there six men had been hung inside the 
stockade. They.were of that class what we called raiders-desperadoes. Those 
who desired peace and order did, of course, arrest those men, try them, convict 
them, and hang them. If proper discipline and order had been maintained 'by 
the confederate authorities those raiders would not have been allowed to con
tinue their depredations until it was necessary to hang them in that way. There 
was not proper authority or order maintained by the confederate authorities. 
Men were thrown in that large place promiscuously, and .allowed to kill each 
other if they had a mind to. '1'hey were not restrained by putting them in 
different apartments or buildings, or giving them that necessary protection that 
they should have. If Captain Wirz haa preserved that ot'der he would have 
been more humane than he was. I never knew a man so atrocious in his 
military discipline and power as Captain Wirz. He would not have been obliged 
to have been more strict if he had used proper means. If these men had been 
placed in separate prisons, and arrests been made when anything of the kind 
was done, and reported to him. and offenders properly punished, it would not 
have gone to such an extent. It is more severe discipline to be arrested fre
quently than to go at liberty, upon the individual arrested, but an act of humanity 
to others. 

If he had arrested this gang of desperadoes more frequently it would have 
been better. He would have been obliged to be more strict to the few, but 
kinder to the many. In regard to punishing guilty offenders he was not as 
stric~ as he might have been. I have heard there were seventy or eighty des-' 
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peradoes, but I was not there_ till some of the men were hung, when that gang, 
you might say, was broken up. The desperadoes spoken of as being there 
when I was there were such men as may be found in every company and regi
ment in the service. Some of them might have been as bad, as the others. No 
doubt there were desperate men there all the time. I don't know that Captain 
Wirz was constantly annoyed by these desperadoes. I know on the contrary 
that at one time one man had informed about others tunnelling out; some of 
the men, as a punishment, seized him and had one-half of his head shaved and 
the hail' left on the other, and they ran him around the camp telling what he 
had done, and it was said that after running him around they were going to run 
him over the dead-line, where he would undoubtedly have been shot. A guard 

, was sent in by the rebel authorities and took the man out. For that act our 
food was kept from us for twenty-four hours. We received no rations whatever 
that day. The next morning the sergeant of the detachment to which that 
man belonged went to the gate and made application in the case, stating that if 
the man was sent into the stockade again he would be responsible for his not 
being molested any further, it: they would restore the rations. On these condi
tions the man was taken in again; he was not further maltreated, and the 
rations were again furnished to us. 

The cross-examination having closed, the witness stated that he would like 
to give some additional evidence which he had omitted in his examination-in
chief. ' 

Mr. BAKER objected to the reception of the evidence, as the examination-in
chief had closed. 

The COURT, after deliberation, sustained the objection. 

AUGUST 28, 1865. 
SAMUEL D. BROWN, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the service of the United States as a soldier, from October 9. 

1861, to June 13, 1865. I was captured at Plymouth, North Carolina. I was 
taken to Andersonville direct, reaching there on the 4th day of May, 1864. 

M9NEY AND VALUABLES TAKEN FROM PHISONERS. 

When we were taken there we were marched down half-way between the 
depot and the stockade, and we lay there all night under a strong guard. ,'rhe 
next morning every man was searchen, and everything valuable was taken from 
us. We were then turned into the stockade. A watch was taken fi:om me, 
and also about one hundred and seventy-five a,ollars in money. 

, TREA'fMENT OF THE SICK. 

I was sick whiie there. I received very little medical treatment, ~f any at 
all. I was taken to the hospital and was there just two weeka. I was taken 
there probably somewhere about the 20th of May. From the day I was taken 
there till the day I came back, about all the medicine I got was some blue 
pills and blaekoak bark tea. 

STOPPAGE OF RA'fro~S. 

While in the stockade we wete deprived of our rations; from the morning of 
the 1st J nly. 1864, till the evening of the 5th, we did not get anything. The 
canse of it was, I believe, because there were some raiders in the camp. Cap
tain Wirz and the quartermaster came and ordered them to be arrested before 
another morsel of rations should be brought in. We had to arrest them our
selves. 
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By the COURT: 
Q. What do you mean by raiders? 
A. I mean desperadoes-United States prisoners who would rob our own 

men. They got so bold as to take the rations off the wagon; in consequence 
of which the balance in the hands of the quartermaster for that day was taken 
ouf, and we were told they would give us no more until we had found those 
men. About 300 men were arrested. Some were punished and others were not. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I will not say they were hounds or not; they were some ferocious animals. 
They would be taken round at different times. A man with a gray horse, gener
ally known as Captain Wirz, rode round with the hounds after him, and another 
man walking, (I presume he had charge of the hounds,) going round the prison 
hunting up tunnels where men had made their escape. I saw persons with 
wounds that had the appearance,of dog-bites. I knew of one person who came 
into camp with such wounds. He had made his escape. I knew his name, but 
J forget it. He came in one day with his clothes pretty well torn off, and he 
had several scars and bites on him. '1'he man remained inside the stockade 
awhile, but was afterwards taken out, whether to the hospital or nor I don't 
know. I don't know whether he died of his wounds; but he was. certainly 
bitten by the dogs. 

SHOOTING OF A PRISONER BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I saw Captaiu Wirz while at Andersonville. I knew hirn to commit acts of 
cruelty-once especially. On or about the 15th of May, 1864, I wrote a let
ter to my parents and took it to the south gate where the letter-box was. As 
I came up near the gate I saw a cripple-a man with one leg, on crutches; he . 
had lost one leg above the knee. He was asking the sentinel to call Captain 
Wirz. He called 11im, and in a few minutes he came up. I stopped to see' 
what was going to be done. The Captain came up and the man asked him to 
take him outside of the prison, as he had enemies in the camp. I presume it 
was Captain Wirz. I did not know him so well then. Captain Wirz was the 
man that was called. This cripple asked him to take him out; he said his leg 
was not healed, and that he had enemies in camp who clubbed him. Oaptain· 
Wirz never answered him, but said to the sentinel, "Shoot that one-legged 
Yankee devil." I was there and heard the order, and saw the man turn on his 
crutches to go away. As he turned the sentinel fired, and the ball struck him 
on the head and passed out at the lower jaw. The man fell over, and expired 
in a few minutes. The sentinel fired at the prisoner with a musket. The 
prisoner was perhaps two feet inside the" dead-line," which was twenty"five or 
thirty feet from the stockade and almost parallel with it; so that the miln was 
probably thirty feet away from the muzzle of the gun. I would recognize the 
man who gave that order. I recognize the prisoner at the bar as him. The 
sentry was relieved; I saw him taken down out of the stand outside. That 
was the last I saw of him. Report says that he Kot a thirty days' furlough. 
1 have witnessed other acts of cruelty.· 

By the COURT: 
I have no means of verifying the date of that occurrence, any more than what 

I have stated. It was on the 15th of May that I wrote this letter. I put it in 
the office the same day. On the 26th of last December I came home, and 1 
was there six'or eight days when I " lifted" the letter at the office-the letter 
I had myself mailed at Andersonville. 'l'hat was the only letter 1 wrote there. 

Counsel for the accused declined to cross-examine the witness. . . 
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AUGUST 28, 1866. 
JACOB D. BROWN, for the prosecution:' • 
I am a brother of the young man who haajust testified j I have been in the 

military service of the United Stares; enlisted on the 31st day of January, 
1862, lind served till the 13th June, 1865;' I was a prisoner at Andersonville 
from the 20th day of April, 1864, to the 9th September, 1864; I was in the 
Andersonville prison, or not exactly in the prison, all the time j from the 3d of 
May to the 9th September I was in the prison. 

,STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

I was deprived of rations from the 1st to the 4th of July-I think it was
or from the 2d to the 5th; I cannot positively say as to the date; I can hardly 
say what the cause wasjthere were a great many rumors about that time; I 
know of no particular reason; I was not deprived of rations at any other time 
at that prison. I 

PRISONERS TORN BY DOGS. 

I saw dogs and heard dogs all around the prison j I did not know for what 
purpose they were .there; I saw one man who told me he had been torn by 
dogs; the wound looked as though the man had been torn by a beast of Borne 
kind; it was in the calf of his leg, like as if the beast bad taken hold and 

, torn it right down. 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

• ' There were a great many threats made by Captain Wirz ; on the 3d of ,May, 
when we arrived at Andersonville, we lay near the depot over night; tIle next 
morning we were called into line to be marched into prison; Captain Wirz was 
there, riding his horse around, and ordered the men to fall in; some of the men 
were sick and very slow in getting into the ranks, and he ordered in the first 
place that if they did not get into the ranks they should have no rations; thl' 
men were still slow in getting in, and he ordered that if they did not get into 
ranks they should be shot down; of course the men hurried into ranks as soon 
as they could to' save their lives. 

SHOOTING OF TWO PRISONERS BY WIHZ'S ORDBRS. 

I saw Captain \Virz there j I see him now, the prisoner at the bar; that is 
the same man; in one instance, about the 27th of July, ] 864, I saw Captain 
Wirz in the sentry-box with the sentinel at the cook-hoase, near the brook; 
the prisoners were there getting water from th'e brook, and men would acci
'dentally reach under the" dead-line" to ?;et water, and Captain Wirz ordered 
the sentinel, if any men reached through the" dead-line" to get water, to shoot 
them down j he had barely said the words when a prisoner reached through 
(mder the" dead-line" with his cup to get some water, and the sentry fired; the 
ball took effect in the man's head and he was kiIIed; I was about three feet 
off j I was just passing the brook from one side of the stockade to the other; 
the sentinel had in his hand the ordinary musket-a soldier's musket; after the 
ball had entered the prisoner's head he dropped, and in a very short time 
expired; I was close by when he died j I saw him after he was dead; I saw 
him borne away to the gate to be taken out; this happened about the 27th of 
July, 1864. I know of one other instance; as to the date I am not so weIl 
posted as I am in regard to the others, but it was some time about the middle 
of August, 1864; from the same sentry-box Captain Wirz ordered the sentinel 
to shoot men again that were getting water from the brook; the men were 
much crowded, as they always were at that place, getting water, and I was 
crossing the brook again; I had some friends on the north side of the stockade, 
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and I stopped on the south side; Oaptain'Wirz was in the sentry-box with the 
sentinel; be gave the order to the sentinel and the sentinel fired, and the ball 
took effect in the man's breast; I did not see the man die, but it was a fatal 
wound; there was no doubt of that; I saw where the ball entered the breast; 
I could not say that it passed through him; the man was lying on his back. 
I am sure I recognized Oaptain Wirz on that occasion; he hild been sick, or it 
was so reported at the time, and I did not know he was on duty;· I am certain 
it was Oaptain Wirz. 

Counsel for the accused declined to cross-examine ·the witness. 

WITHDRAWAL OF COUNSEL FOR THE ACCUSED. 

Mr. BAKER. I will state to the judge advocate that it is with many regrets 
that I feel it my duty to throw the responsibility of this case on him. 

The PRESIDENT. You will address the court, sir. 
Mr. BAKER. I was about to. say that after the occurrences that have taken 

place between the presideJ:.lt of this court and myself, I do not think that I can 
be of any assistance to this prisoner by remaining in this case any longer. I 
had hoped that. with the mass of testimony which I havein his favor-

The PRESIDENT. What is your purpose, sir 1 Do you decline to continue 
in the employ of the prisoner 1 

Mr. BAKER. I believe that I cannot do otherwise consistently. 
The PRESIDEWf. What is your purpose 1 
Mr. BAKER. I wish to state to the judge advocate and to the,court the reason 

why I must leave the prisoner now. 
The PRESIDENT. Does the court desire to hear the reason? 
SEVERAL MEMBERS. No. 
The PRESIDENT. The court does not desire to heal' it. 
'l'he JUDGE ADVOCATE, (to Mr. Schade.) Do you desire to cross-examine the 

witness 1 
Mr. SCHADE. No, sir. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I,should like to know whether both the prisoner'~ 

counsel abandon the case. If so, I suppose it devolves upon one of the judge 
advocates to conduct the cross-examination. 

The PRESIDENT. Do I understand that Mr. Schade abandons the casd 
Mr. SCHADE. I have tried to stay:ill it as long as I possibly could. 
The PRESIDENT. Do you abandou:the case? . 
Mr. SCHADE. I consider it my duty now to follow the el'ample of my col

league, believing that we cannot be of any further use to the prisoner. 
'1'he PRESIDE::'iT. Very well; the judge advocates will take care of the rights 

of the prisoner. Do we distinctly understand that both his counsel abandon 
the case? 

Mr. BAKER. We do not abandon it; we leave the case in the hands of the 
president and the judge advocate. 

The PRESIDENT. That is enough; take your seat, sir. 
Mr. BAKER. We believe that we could make out our pase according to the 

rules of'law. ' 
'1'he PRESIDENT. Not another word, sir. You are a spectator. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE, (after consultation with the prisoner.) As it now de

volves upon me to take care of the interests of the prisoner, I mov~, on his 
behalf, that the commission adjourn until to-morrow morning, at ten·o'clock 

The motion was agreed to, and the commis~ion thereupon adjourned.. 

RIM DMISSION OF COUNSEL j<'OR THE ACCUSED. 

Upon the meeting of the court,1 on the 29th of Angust, the j~dge advocate 
laid before it the following letter: 
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OLD CAPITOL PRISON, 
Washington City, D. C., August 29, 1805. 

Col. N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Judge Advocate, Military Commission: 

I most respectfully ask the commission, as I am' here alone, to send for my counsel, 
Messrs. Sclmde aud Baker, as I nnderstand that on my most fervent entreaties. they have con
sented aD'ain to appear for me. 'They understand my whole case, and know my witnesses 
and pap~rs. Hoping" tlmt the commission will grant my request, I sign myself, most respect
fully, your obedient servant, 

H. WIRZ, 
Latc Captain and A. A. G., C. S. A. 

The commission, after deliberation, directed that Messrs. Schade and Baker be 
sent for, the prisoner stating that they were just outside the court-room. 

At this point the court was cleared for deliberation, and after some time the 
doors were reopened. 

On tlle reopening of the court, Messrs. Schade and Baker entered, in com
panywith the pri~oner. 

The proceedings of the last meeting were read and approved. . 
The PKF.SIDR:'<T: This morning the judge advocate presented a communica

tion from the prisoner in which he states that he, is here alone ; that upon his 
mo~t fervent entreaties, his former counsel, Messrs. Schade and Baker, have 
consented to appear for him again; aud that they understand his case and know 
his witnesses and papers; for which reasons he respectfully asks the commission 
to permit him to send for them. that they may resume his defence. Desirous of 
extending to the prisoner every, eonsistent means, of defence, the commission 
waive all personal objection to the attorneys named, and consent to their reap- ' 
pearance. 

MEDICAL TESTIMONY. 

AUGUST 29, 1865. 
Dr. G. G. Roy, for the prosecution: 
I was on duty at Andersonville; I was ordered to report there for duty on 

the first of September, 1864, by the medical director of the army of Tennessee, 
Dr: Stout;- I mean the rebel army. 

CONDITION OF THB PRISONERS IN THB HOSPITAL. 

Surgeon Isaiah H. White was chief surgeon in charge of the post at Ander
sonville when I went there; I do not know tbat there was anyone particularly 
who was the surgeon in charge of the medical department of the stockade; 80 

far as the chief ~ilrgeons were concerned, there were two there; SUl'geon White 
, acted as post surgeon, and confined himself to the administrative duties of the 

post; Dr, Stevenson was acting as chief surgeon in charge of the hOl'pital, and 
of the medica! department of the stockade; when I got there I found the hos
pital in a very deplorable condition j it was composed of tents of all sizes; I 
cannot say that it was laid oft' with any particular regularity; there was no 
comfort attached to it whatever; many of the tents were badly worn, tOl'll and 
rotten, and of course permitted the water to lea~ through; the patients were not 
furni6hed with bunks or bedding, or bed-clothing, or anything of that sort; 
when I reported for duty I was under the immediate charge of Dr. Stevenson; 
I was sellt to Andersonville under peculiar circumstances, under positive orders 
to Dr. White to have organized a division, and for six days I was not put on 
duty, because it took about that time to organi~ a division out of the divisions 
that were there, which were then three in number; I then took charge of the 
fourth division, the last that was formed; there were very few caSAS of gangrene 
coming under my treatment while I was there; I got there after most of the 
surgery had been done, consequently there were very few cases of gangrene; 
we never got vegetables sufficient while I was there; my duty was to make 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--6 
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requisition\! on the chief surgeon, as he was called, Dr. Stevenson; T did so and 
failed to get them; after Dr. Clayton took charge of the hospital we had fewer 
patients, and were pretty well sl'lpplied with food and medicin,e; I think that 
would be the decision of every prisoner that was there. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I was told that there were from 30,000 to 35,000. prisoners in the stockade 
when I went on duty at Andersonville. They presented the most horrible speo
tacle of humanity that I ever saw in my)ife. A good many were suffering from 
scurvy and other diseases; a good many were naked; a large majority bare
footed; a good many without hats. Their c6ndition generally was almost in
describable. I attributed that condition to long confinement and the want of 
the necessaries and comforts of life, and all those causes that are calculated to 
produce that condition of the system where there is just vitality enough to per~ 
mit one to live. In the first place, at Andersonville, the prisoners were too 
densely crowded. In the next,place there was no shelter, except such as they 
constructed themselves, which was very insufficient. A good many were in 
holes in the e::trth with their blankets thrown over them; a good many had a 
blanket or oil-cloth thrown over poles; some were in tents constructed by their 
own ingenuity, and with just such accommodations as their own ingenuity per
mitted them to contrive. There were, you may say, no accommodations made 
for them in the stockade, and in fact it was very wise that none were made 
there, unless the stockade had been large, because to have filled up the space 
occupied by this prison with sheds, would have almost produced a stagnation of 
air. They had a branch that ran through the stockade as a convenience for 
washing. There was plenty of water there. I never was in the stockade 
myself. There was plenty of water in' the branch. I do not know its .condi
tion. The ground on the east side of the stockade, outside, was composed of 
marsh, and was blockaded with trees which had been cut down, which acted as 
an obstruction to all deleterious animal and vegetable matter that passed after 
heavy weather through this stream, and there it accumulated and became very 
obnoxious indeed, and was a very fruitful source, of malaria. A grea't many 
insects were prevalent there. A great many of them were maggots, and there 
were also ants-tbese white ants with wings. In general terms, there were 
those insects which result from a decay of vegetable and animal matter. The 
quantity of them was very great. There were very mallY mosquitoes there 
when I got there. I had been told that mosquitoes were rarely known in that 
part of the' country before, but they were most terrible when I got there, so 
that it was dangerous for a man to open his mouth after sundown. I think 
this ground. was afterwards drained. I think it was drained. just after. This 
marshy place that I spoke of was just in the rear of the hospital, and the winds 
of course blew the odor from there across the hospital, and after Dr. Clayton 
took charge it was drained. I think it was through his influence, but I do not 
know by whom or from what cause. I recollect his calling my attention to the 
fact, and having me thereto. look at it after it was drained. I think it had been 
dmined before, but such a bodyo£' ,yater as that stream carried after an immense 
rain very soon became obstructed, and it would necessarily reqnire constant or 
repeated draining. The fleas were as bad as the mosquitoes, worse, if anything, 
and after the evacnation of the lltockade, I was told by a fi'iend who remained 
there. several weeks afterward they emigrated from the stockade and came up 
to the private houses, so that the occupants had to leave on account of the fleas. 
This marsh of which I speak was right alongside the hospital. The hospital 
got the odors and miasma from it. '1'he effect on the prisoners must, of course, 
have been injurious. 
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THE SUPPLY OF M1<JDICINES. 

I was ordered to Andersonville from Macon, Georgia. I had been on duty 
at Atlanta, Georgia; I was in charge of a hospital there; the supply of medi
cine at Andersonville was not sufficient to meet the demands or necessities of 
the patients; I never had any difficulties in getting medicines at Atlanta; Dr. 
White was in charge of the post but a very short time after I reached Ander
sonville; Dr. Stevenson was in char1?,e for a longer time, but a very short time 
after Dr. White was removed; he ordered Dr. Stevenson to report to him; the 
medical director of the p~'ison department was made a separate, distinct position, 
and Dr. White got the position of acting medical director; you might call it a 
promotion; he so esteemed'it, I believe, and he ordered Dr. Stevenson from 
Andersonville to report to him at Oolumbia, South Oarolina; Dr. H. H. Clayton. 
succeeded Dr. Stevenson: about the time that Dr. White was transferred from \ 
Andersonville a large number of patients had beon transferred to a place called \ 
Millen, and the prisoners left at Andersonville were of course comparatively'" 
few; after Dr. Olayton took charge the supply of medicine was fully adequate: 
I attribute that very much to the fact that he made requisitions for the full 
capacity of the I1bspital, not knowing when it might be filled up; we got a full 
supply, and not having a sufficient number of patients to consume what we 
got, those who were there were able to get as much medicine as they needed; 
Dr. Clayton had no more facilities for obtaining supplies than his predecessors 
had; while I WllS on duty at different hospitals there were a few rare articles, 
and rarely used, which wefound difficulty in getting sometimes when we had 
occasion to use them; but as a general thing I found no difficulty in getting all 
the medicines necessary to treat patients. 

THE HOSPITAL FUND. 

There was provision for a hospital fund, which was in the hands of the chief 
surgeon; all ofthe confederate hospitals drew on thp,hospital fund, which amounted 
latterly to about $3 13 pel' day for each patient; this hospital fund was for the 
purpose of procuring such articles as the sick needed and as the commissary did 
not supply, or as the 11ledical purveyor could not furnish, and which could be 
purchased outside; when I first went there the hospital fund amounted, I think, 
to about $190,000 a month, between that and $200,000; I do n9t know that it 
was drawn; this was in confederate money; it ought to have been dritwn from 
the commissary of the post; when I first went there Major Proctor was the 
commissary; I donot know whom he succeeded; In~ver had control of any of that 
fund; the chief surgeon, Dr. Olayton, and after him Dr. Stevenson, drew the 
funds and supplied me; I made requisitions for articles in kind, not for the 
funds to buy them; latterly, within three or four weeks of our aband9ning the 
pLace, I got all I wanted; then we had very few patients, and our facilities for 
getting what we wanted were much greater. 

AUTHORITY OF WIRZ OVIi:R THE HOSPITAL. 

Q. Who llad control of the hospital so far as its discipline was concerned 1 
Who had command of the guards stationed about it? 

A. There was always a sergeant at the gate who was under the control of 
Oaptain Wirz. 

Q. Had Oaptain Wirz any command over you surgeons, other than that of 
stationing the guards about you and giving you passes to the hospital? 

A. Under his orders, which I had occasion to see once, I think his power was 
almost absolute. 

Mr; BAKER objected to witness stating the contents of the orders. 
Q. Had Oaptain Wirz other command over you than that of allowing you to 
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go back and forth to the hospital on his passes 1 Had he control over the 
administration of your dnties 1 

A. He did not exercise that control, but his orders gave him such power. 
J'I{r. BAKER objected to witness stating anything contained in the orders. 
The court, after deliberation, sustained the objection. 
Q. Did the prisoner ever state to you' that he had command over your action 

in the administration of your duties 1 
A. He did. 
Q. State the circumstances. 
A At one time, in consequence of a difficulty between one of my assistants 

and Captain vVirz, we had occasion to call for these orders and the orders were 
presented; -assistant surgeon Dr. James had written a communication to me 
about the punishment of one of the hospital attendants of his division by Captain 
Wirz, which communication I indorsed and sent to Dr. Clayton, who was then 
senior surgeon; he forwarded it to Colonel Thurlow, who was then commandant 
of the post at Andersonville, al!d it was referred to Captain Wirz for remarks; 
when the paper was returned to Colonel Thurlow I am not able to say, but it 
never came back to me; no indorsement was put upon the paper, but a reply was 
made in a communication from Captain Wirz, which reply made it necessary for 
Dr. James to filld out what were the orders; in other words, it made it necessary 
for us, ati medical officers, to know the relations which we held with the officers 
of the post; we found from the orders that we held no powei', that we had, you 
may say, no rights, and that if Captain Wirz felt disposed to do anything in the 
hospital which his orders allowed him to do, (and they gave him almost absolute 
power,) hecould do it without consulting a medical officer. 

Q. From whom did he get that authority? 
A. From Brigadier General J olm H. Winder. 
Q. What was General Winder's status there .at that time'l 
A. He was not there at that time. 
Q. Where was he 1 
A. I do not know; he made his headquarters at Millen; I do not recollect 

where he was then, whether at Columbia, Florence or Savannah. 
Q. Do you know' anything of the prisoner putting men of the hospital in 

stocks, or exercising his command over attendants at the hospital 1 
A. I saw one instance, and I am fullyeonvinced in my own mind of another. 
Q. Give the instatlcf you saw. 
A. That was the case of the young man to whom I have just alluded, the 

chief clerk of Dr. James, who was bucked; he was sitting outside the gate as 
I rode up to the hospital one morning; I inquired tfie cause, and was told Cap
tain Wirz had ordered it. 

Q. Do you know the reason why the man was bucked? 
A. I knew it from that communication which I have mentioned. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY 1'HE GUARDS. 

I understood that there was a dead-line around the hospital; the understand
ing I had of it was that prisoners passing it should be shot; one of my patients 
was shot somewhere about the lat.ter part of 1864, or the first of 1865; I don't 
remember exactly; the man was killed; he lived hardly three minutes; he was 
shot through the heart; I examined him afterwards; I did not see him shot; it 
happened before I arrived at the hospital in the morning. 

THE HOSPITAJ, FU:.'iID. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: . 

I cannot give you the date whfm this fund was instituted or created; when I 
went to Atlanta on the 24th of J line, 1862, it was being used there; I do Dot 
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know how long before that congress had passed an act creating the hospital fund; 
it was long before I went to Andersonville; I can tell you when it ought 
to have been established there; I was not there at the time; I found it in 

~. exercise when I went there; there was some money drawn; I know that 
the amount of the hospital fund was not drawn; I cannot state what amount 
was drawn; the orders for that fund were drawn on the commissary; I aid 
did not see the orders; I know they were drawn in this way; I could not 
have got the few delicacies that I did get if they had not been purchased 
by this hospital fund; the chief surgeon paid me for some articles of a 
private character which I sold him for the hospital, and he told me that he paid 
me out of the hospital fund; I have no idea what amount of it was drawn; I 
know it was more than ten dollars; I know of five thousand dollars having been 
drawn; it was confederate money; I do not recollect the price of gold at the 
time; there was $~O for $1 paid for greenbacks at Andersonville; I presume 
that was in February or March, 1865, at the very latter end of the confederacy; 
I know that the money ought to have come from the commissary general in 
Richmond; Dr. Clayton, the chief surgeon, drew what I saw drawn; .we had 
no control of the hospital fund, and did not even have an opportunity to examine 
the hospital fund book; that book was kept by the chief surgeon; Captain 
Wirz had nothing to do with.it whatever; he was not to be blamed if the chief 
surgeon did or did not get the hospital fund. 

AUTHORITY OF WIRZ OVER THE HOSPITAL. 

Captain Wirz had authority, not to control the surgeons, but to control the 
administrative duties inside the hospital, which we ought to have had aUlhority 
to control. That was given to him by his orders. He did not exercise it ex
cept with the attendants. If he wanted to make a detail of patients outside, 
or to parole a man, he did not invariably consult the officer. in charge. He 
almost invariably consulted with the medical officers VI" hen he exercised control 
over their administrative duties; he could have done, with those orders, any
thing with the prisoners; he could have been more severe, and his orders would 
hl;lve protected him; I was there from the first of September, 1864, until the 
last of April, 1865; I only saw Captain Wirz exercise severity in one case that 
came under my personal observation; I did not see him then, personally; the 
bucking was the only instance; I was there before Dr. Olayton came j the 
management of affairs was materially benefited after he came; Captain Wirz 
was there before and after Dr. Clayton carne; I think the surgeon who was 
there before Dr. Olayton came could have don~ as well as Dr. Clayton did; 
Captain Wirz exercised no control in that respect over the good effects of Dr. 
Clayton's administration, any more than over the bad effects of the other sur
geon's administration; the fault was with the surgeon. 

AUGUST 29, 1865. 

MEDICAL TESTIMONY. 

Dr. B. A. VA:\TDERKIEFT, surgeon United States volunteers, for the prose
cution: 

CONDITION ,OF RETURNED. UNION PRISONERS. 

I am an duty in Baltimore, in the medical director's office; I was on dnty at 
Annapolis, in the capacity of sargeon in charge, from the 26th of May, 1863, 
till the 28th of May of this year-for two years. While on duty there, I had 
occasion to examine and treat and direct in regard to the treatment of returned 
prisoners. I 11ad under my charge and observation a great many prisoners 
from Andersonville-I think nearly two thousand. Most of the men, I may 
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say all, with very few exceptions, arrived in a very destitute condition---:'reduced, 
suffering from chronic diarrhoea and scurvy, some of them iu a dying condition; 
and some of them died a few days after they arrived there, and all of them 
were obliged to remain a long time in hospital before they were able to return to 
their homes on furlough. Those who did recove.r were obliged to remain for 
some time in hospital. The disease which resulted in death, more.,than any 
other disease, was chronic diarrhcea. I learned from all the prisonem re
turned from Andersonville that they were very much exposed there-that the 
food they got there was insufficient in quantity and of very bad quality. It is 
known that exposure to wet and cold and a suddeu change of temperature very 
easily produce diarrhrea under ordinary circumstances; but such a diarrhrea, 
if well treated, or even when the patient is not longer exposed to cold an"l. wet, 
may be cured in a few days; but here there was no attention, or very little. 
But few men were admitted to the hospital. They were still exposed to cold; 
the food given them was of an inferior character, not to be assimilated; con
sequently these men died afterwards of starvation. The symptoms and con
dition of the patients presented to me this state of things. 

(A photograph was here shown to witness.) 
This photograph presents a true picture-a fair picture of a Union prisoner 

who had been for some time in a rebel prison. I have seen hundreds of them
perhaps thousands. I have seen some cases worse than this; still this is a very 
fair case. There were a great many cases of this character from Andersonville. 
This presents a true picture of many of them. 

(The photograph was here put in evidence.) 
I made a careful examination, and give the opinion I have just expressed as 

a professional opinion. 
Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 

I have no decided home; I am in the. army; r was educated in Holland; I 
was at medieal institutions at Utrecht, at Paris, and at Berlin; I am a regularly 

. educated physician; I was captured as a prisoner of war, but released immedi
ately; I was never within the lines of the southern confederacy; all I know 
about the condition of the prisoners there is from hearsay, repeated alw:ays in 
the same way by prisoners captured at different times. I know in an official 
way that the prisoners came from Andersonville; there was a list on board 
stating that the persons came from there; it was an official report; there was 
an official list-not always, but most of the time. I could not give .any num
ber that were so bad, they were so many-a very large number indeed. I 
know by official report that all those who were so very bad were from Ander
sonville. I never saw the original of that photograph, but of hundreds and 
hundreds quite the same; I do not know whflther the original of that photo
graph came from Andersonville; I know nothing about this photograph at all 
in this special Clise; I do not know whether it was taken from the original or 
whether it .was made up; I do not know that such a skeleton can be made up 
without having the original; I db not know that one bone can he put together 
by the side of another, and in that way a skeleton made up and a photograph 
takell; but there are bone and skin here-there is more than bone here; I think 
it represents a living person; I know that in no other way than by seeing it. 
I do not know the prisoner at the bar; 1 heard very often prisoners complain
ing of the jailer at Andersonville, but they never mentioned his name; I know 
Bothing of him myself. 

AUGUST 29, 1865. 
MARTIN E. HOGAN, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United States-in the first Indiana 

cavalry. I have been a prisoner foul' times during the war; I was a prisoner 
at Andersonville; I arrived there on the 6th of August, 1864; at the time of 
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my arrival Captain Wirz was .sick and Lieutenant Davis was in commalld; to 
the best of my knowledge Captain Wirz took command in about a week after 
that. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I only know from hearsay as to the number of men in prison while I was 
there, about 25,000 or 30,000 j the stockade was crowded; there was no space. 
A great many of the men were as nearly naked as could be. As to fuel, I saw 
none there only occasionally, when two or three wagons would come in with a 
stick of wood on top; I have seen the sergeants of squads go out with a squad
of men occasionally and bring in wood. There was no shelter whatever, only 
what the men made by digging holes in the ground and by using Some blankets 
and some of their garments. I cannot say what number of rebel troops were 
at the post while I was there-two or three regiments. I saw negro prisoners 
and negro workmen outside; there were a good many negroes who came to work 
every morning, building the outside stockade; I would say there were from 
thirty to fifty. The health of the prisoners was very bad indeed when I got 
there; the men were about as miserable as men could be; I was taken out the 
next day to the general hospital and assigned to the duty of drawing medicine 
for the firs,t division; I only had access to the stockade when I was returned to 
it some time afterwards. At the time of my arrival there the stockade was wiry 
much crowded, so much so that you could scarcely elbow your way through 
the crowd in any part of the camp. I noticed that a great many of the men 
were lying helpless on the ground, seemingly without care, without anybody to 
attend to them, lying in their own filth, it great many of them calling for water, 
and a great many crying for food, nobody apparently paying any heed to them. 
I noticed a great many there almost entirely destitute of clothing lying out in 
the cold, with nothing to shelter them froID the storm or sun-so nu~erous that 
I could not begin to say how many. I never heard Captain Wirz give any 
orders to shoot prisoners; I never saw any man who had been shot there•. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

At the time I arrived there. being in the heat of summer, the water that ran 
through the stockade was very low. There was oI"\ly a very small stream run
ning through the centre of the little channel or creek; the water was muddy, 
and the filth of the camp, when any rain or freshet would come, washed right 
into it; it produced filth in every form, to the extent that the water was not fit 
to drink, nor in fact fit to wash in. I have often seen masses of maggots on the 
banks of the stream ; I saw filth of every sort there. 

THE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

There were thick pine woods in almost every direction; it was a timber 
country. There was timber within easy hauling distance, enough to supply 
that camp and more.' 

THE RATIONS. 

The ration consisted of corn-meal of a very inferior quality, appeai'ing as if 
corn and cob had been ground together and unsifted; it was generally half 
baked, soft, and sour. Beef of a very inferior quality came in there in small 
portions; the men did not get much beef. The rations were entirely inade
quate to keep the men from being always hungry. 'l'hey were ever crying from 
hunger, or calling for something to eat. 'l'he rations were cQoked partly in the 
cook-house. In the hospital we received the meat raw, and also the rice. There 
were two cook-houses outside, and they generally cooked and baked in them; 
I have seen bread come from both. Bread was about the only thing that was 
cooke4 outside for the hospital. . 
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THE SUPPLY OF VEGETABLES NEAR ANDERSONVILLE. 

We could not get any vegetables in the prison; there was plenty of corn
large corn-fields-and other vegetables. I escaped from prison and struck for 
the Chattahoochee river, and there I came across very fine corn-fields within 
fifteen miles of the prison. I saw melons and apples, beans, tomatoes, &c.; I 
do not remember seeing any peaches. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE HOSPITAL. 

The general hospital was outside of the stockade. At the time of my arrival 
there, Surgeon White was in charge of the post; Surgeon Stevenson arrived 
soon afLerwards. I had nothing to do personally with Dr. White; I was under 
the immediate charge of Dr. Eiland, and some time afterward I was appointed 
federal steward, in charge of the second division. I saw very little of Dr. White 
in his official capacity; he seemed to pay but little attention to the hospital. 
He was very seldom there that' I saw. Sometimes he would ride there in his 
buggy. DiarrlHBa and scurvy were prevalent there-scurvy seemed to be the 
principal disease. The limbs of those afflicted with scurvy were drawn up, 
contracted; they were crippled, and some could not stand at all. Such cases 
were very numerous indeed. There was a separate hospital some distance from 
the camp for small-pox cases. 

BODIES OF UNION PRISONERS DISSECTED. 

I never saw any inspecting officer of the rebel government-there was noth
ing of that sort there. I saw one tloctor who came down there searching after 
medical science. That was the only thing of that sort I ever saw there. He 
did not examine into the condit~on of the prison. He erected a dissecting room 
there, and went at dissecting; that is all I saw of him. The dissecting room 
was just otltside of the hospital, within about lifty feet of the walls. It was 
composed of boards nailed up roughly and a sort of canvas thrown over it. I 
was in there in attendance on some of the doctors while they were dissecting. 
I saw them dissecting several bodies there. They were the bodies of federal 
prisonebS. I saw them saw the skulls of men in two; I saw them saw the 
skulls off and open the bodies in that dissecting room. It continued four or 
,five days, to the best of my knowledge. 

THE DOGS. 

I saw hounds that were 11sed about there j I have been captured myself and 
brought back by them-not, however, by the hounds used in that hospital-I 
was brought back by an outside pack of hounds. There were patrols of hounds 
'aronnd the stockade for eighteen miles. The pack there I saw every morning. 
'1.'hey were under the charge of a man named Turner. I have seen the prisoner 
when they were trying to strike the trail of escaped prisoners, riding around on 
his gray mare and assisting. 

THE STOCKS. 

I escaped from the prison about the 8th of October, and was captured about 
two days afterwards and bronght back. After some of the most profane abuse 
from Captain Wirz that I ever heard from the lips of man, I was ordered into 
the stocks. I was fastened at the neck and ankles and left for sixty-eight hours 
without any food. I got food, but I heard him give the order that I should 
not have any. Comrades who were paroled stole the food to me. I have seen 
very many in the stocks. There were three comrades with me when I tried to 
escape, and they were fastened in the stocks at thB same time that I was. I have 
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seen men in them for various offences. I have seen one man put into the stocks 
for being abused by a confederate, and because he had manhood enough to assert 
his rights. I did not see any chain-gang there; that was before I arrived there. 

WIRZ KNOCKS A PRISONER DOWN AND STAMPS ON HIM. 

I saw Oaptain Wirz at the time the prisoners were being removed from An
dersonville to Millen take a man by the coat collar because he could not walk 
faster. The man was so worn out with hunger and disease that if he had got 
the whole world, I do not think he coald move faster than he was moving. 
Oaptain Wirz wrenched him back and stamped upon him with his boot. The 
man was borne past me, bleeding from his mouth or nose, I cannot say which, 
and he died a short time afterwards. When I speak of Oaptain Wirz, I mean 
the man sitting there, (pointing to the prisoner.) I have no doubt of his iden
tity. I should know him anywhere. The prisoners commenced to move from 
'there from the 5th to the 8th of September, 1864, and this occurred inside of a 
week from that time. It was some time in the early part of September.• I can
not say within two or three days what date it was. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
I enlisted on the 9th of June, 1861, and I was mustered out on the 11th of 

February, 1865. I was not serving with my regiment all the time, but as one 
of the independent scouts in the army of the Potomac, at General Meade's 
headquarters. I served in the cavalry up to the early part of 1862, when I was 
transferred to General Sigel's headquarters, and was connected with a company 
of scouts. I was captured on the 3d day of March, 1864, and escaped on the 
12th of December of the same year. I was not in the Andersonville prison all 
that time; I was four months and six days' in Richmond, and was rem,oved 
from there to Andersonville, and es.caped on my way there by jumping' from 
the train. I was recaptured and taken to Salisbury, where I stopped some 
time, and arrived at Andersonville on the 6th of August. I cannot remember 
that Captain Wirz ever did me an act of kindness. Yes, I remember now one 
occasion. I don't know whether he did me an act of kindness or not. He 
said he did, and I of course took his word for it. I requested to be per
mitted to send a letter to General Kilpatrick, for I felt sure that if he 
knew that I was there, he would give me a special exchange. Mr. McIntyre, 
of Indiana, wrote to General John A. Logan, and I to General Kilpatrick. I 
understood afterward that Captain Wirz had forwarded the letters. I never 
heard of them since, whether he did or not. General Kilpatrick, I know, never 
got my letter, because I have seen him since. Captain Wirz never offered to 
get me exchanged; I would have taken the chance in a big hurry. He told 
me to go to atparticular place, as I would be exchanged sooner ;he sent me to 
Millen. The doctors took me out and had me paroled. Dr. Mudd acted as a 
friend to me. The moment that Dr. Mudd's back was turned Captain Wirz 
took me and started me off. When I got to Millen, instead of having more 
chance for exchange, (whether they had specially marked me or not,) there are 
men in this' court who can testify that I was, by the commander of the post, 
marked, and while other men were let ont without any trouble I was held back. 
I do not know the reason of it. I do not know that it was because I was sus
pected of breaking my parole. I do not think it was. Captain Wirz appa
rently showed a disposition to help me get an exchange; but I afterward saw, 
at least I inferred afterward from the way I was treated, that I had been de
ceived, both by him and the rest. I was not nearer our forces when I was at 
Millen. I was not more accessible to an exchange, because at that time they 
were sending up detachments to Atlanta, and ihey sent me entirely the other 
way, where they thought Sherman would never come. If there had been a 
special exchange from the source I anticipated, most assuredly it would have 
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come from Atlanta, where Sherman was, rather than along the Atlantic coast. 
I consider that if I had remained at Andersonville, there would have been more 
chance of my being released. . 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I had seen cold nights while I was at Andersonville; it was never excessively 
cold. It was cold, but if a man was warmly clad he would not feel it. I have 
seen frost there; I call it cold when it freezes. I have seen prisoners in the 
morning when their hair was white with the frost. They were lying in the 
mud and on the frusty ground without a bit of shelter. 'l'he ground was never 
frozen hard; but I have seen a slight ice-the ground just crusted. I have seen 
our prisoners lying there in November. I have seen them in the latter part of 
October and in November, before I left. I have seen them out ·in all weathers, 
such as the weather was, cold and warm. There was, I should judge, a hundred 
out for one that was sheltered. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

I never drank water from the brook in the stockade. I have seen hundreds 
take water to use from the upper end, the cook-house end of it, very frequently, 
daily, minutely. At a rough guess I should' say that the dead-line was from 
fifteen to twenty feet from the cook-house end where it crossed the brook. 
Sometimes there would be such a crowd there, everybody clamoring for a drink 
of water, that some poor fellow would run his cup under tlfe railing. The only 
object I could see for reaching through there was to get the water a little more 
clear. The water above that was not comfortable; there was no part C?f it that 
would be comfortable to drink in the whole brook, I think. 

THE SUP'PLY OF·WOOD. 

I never went out in any squads; I have seen others, go out; I was there for 
months, and I saw guards go out at intervals, almost daily. Detachments were 
generally divided into messes, and there was generally one from a mess that 
was called out; I cannot say what were the numbers. I have seen them in 
larger and smaller numbers, sometimes not over four or five, and at other times 
as high as thirty or forty. I don't know that I ever saw a gang of sixty or 
seventy. I don't know what their intentions were in going out; I have seen 
them come back with·wood on their shoulders, and I-have seen them carry out 
the dead. They had no axes with them~no axes lwere allowed them. The 
trees were cut down and the 'branches had rotted, and they 'picked up such as 
they could. I was taken away from there in November. I·hada chance to see 
~he.se squads both as I was outside at the hospital, and the few hours that I was 
mSIde. When I came back to the stockade the second time, the numbers had 
been a gr~at deal reduced there. The men had been sent away to other pris
ons, and there were comparatively few there. I 'went away some time in the 
early part of November. 

'fHE STOCKS. 

I attempted to escape from Andersonville only once. That is the time I 
referred to in my direct examination; that is the only time I attempted to es
cape from there. I simply walked out of camp; I did not run away, I walked; 
I did not ask anybody's leave; I was recaptured two days after and brought 
back. I was not exchanged at last-I escaped. When I did finally escape I 
escaped from Thomasville, Georgia. I was gone about forty-eight hours when 
I was brought back to Andersonville. Three others escaped with me; I made 
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my escape from the hospital; I was not under guard when I left the hospital. 
I wasbl'Ought out to the hospital to act as an assistant; I was aIIowed liberty 
there more than anyone else, because I had the good fortnne, I suppose, to be 
one of the lucky (lnes. I never gave a parole, as I supposed. One of our own 
prisoners, named Martin, who was Captain Wirz's clerk, asked me, when I came 
out, if I wanted a parole. This was in Captain Wirz's tent. I said yes; he 
shoved a papcr to me and asked me to sign it; Captain Wirz was not present, 
nor any confederate officer; I put my name to the paper without reading it or 
being asked to read it; and I didlnot consider it a parole. I should not consider 
it a parole if a confederate officer was not present, even if I had read it. I 
should not consider the act binding if Captaiil Wirz was not present. Not a 
word passed between Captain Wirz and me on the subject. I did not observe 
the parole any. I remained in the hospital until I had my plans matureil. for 
escaping. As to the parole, I never gave it a second thought. An officer who 
had sense enough to command a post like that, should have known better 
than sappose it was a parole. I cannot say whether Captain Wil'z was re
sponsible for my escape. I do not know whether he was responsible or 
not. I suppose he would be held accountable for me; I cannot teII whether 
I consider him so. I should not blame him for my escaping, because I have no 
doubt that if he knew I was escaping he would not let me. I spoke of two acts 
of cruelty committed by Captain Wirz-one perpetrated on me by putting me 
in the stocks. He directed it to be done, accompanied by a volley of oaths. 
When I escape"d, I took a knife to protect myselffrom hounds-a doctor's knife
a good·big one-I took nothing else, I did not take a pistol. One of my com
panions had a revolver which he had brought into camp when he was captured; 
he had concealed it, and he took it along. He used it on a man named Gaines, 
who followed us with a pack of hounds. We did not shoot him; we most cer
tainly tried to shoot him; we most certainly, all of us, attempted to defend our
selves. I hadn't an opportunity to use my knife. I would certainly have used 
it in self-defence. I do not know whether I was put in the stocks for the at
tempt to escape and the assault on our pursuers; I should say, from the manner 
in which Captain Wirz received me after my l'eturn, that heput me in the stocks 
for nothing else in the world, but personal revenge for getting away from him. 
I did not give any parole; I signed a paper but I signed no parole. I did not 
look at what I W<J,S signing, arid it was not my business when they didn't ask. 
me. 

Q. Do you b~ieve that you could have gone out of the stockade without 
signing that paper 1 

A. I do not know the regulations.
 
Question repeated.
 
A. I am not able to say. 
The ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to the question as irrelevant, 

and, also, as tending to make the witness criminate himself in breaking his 
oath. 

After deliberation, the objection was overruled.
 
Question repeated.
 
A. Suppose that they would expect a man.'s word, in some way, to give him 

permission to go at large in the camp. If I had signed a parole of honor, I 
wonld not have broken it, If they overlooked it, and gave me the privilege to 
walk through the camp, it was their lookout, not mine. I took the b~st chance 
for escape. I did not consider. when I signed that paper, that I was giving my 
parole. It isn't for me to say what they expected. I did not feel in honor 
bound to observe it for I did, not,know what I was signing, and I was not asked 
to know what I was signing. 

Q. What did you think you were signing when you signed that paper 1 
The ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE renewed his objection to these questions. 
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COUNSEL FOR THE ACCUSED. We have a right to show why this severity 
was shown to witness. 

After deliberation, the objection was overruled. • 
WITNESS. I expected they}Vould give me a regular parole. I am some

what acquainted with the form of a parole. I have seen others pal;"oled. I 
have seen some few paroled by tpe confederate authorities, but the majority 
were paroled by our own men-by clerks. ,I have seen a crowd there for the 
purpose of being paroled. I did not see them get paroled.- I have seen them 
walk away, but I do not know as to their expectation of having been paroled. 
I do not know whether it was understood that they had been paroled.' I did 
not give it a thought. I did not expect that a fellow-prisoner could parole me, 
and consequently I waited for something further-until they told me I was 
free. I do not know that I ever saw anything additional to what I received 
given to anyone else. I never noticed enough to answer the question. I got 
a pass, afterwards, to go at will. The steward of the division brought the pass 
to me. He said he got it from Captain Wirz. I applied for the pass to Mr. 
Hopkins, a federal soldier, who was ill charge of the division in which I was 
medical quartermaster. I told him I would like to have a pass to get outside
nothing else. He went and got the pass for me. I was not there, and cannot 
tell what representations he made by which I should have a pass. I made no 
representations to him but that I desired to get outside. I gave him no reason. 
He was a particular friend of mine, and he got it. I cannot say that every 
'soldier could have done that thing as easily if he had a friend; all friends have 
not the same influence; perhaps he might if he had a friend with sufficient. All 
that a person wanted to get outside was to have a fl'iend of sufficient influence ; 
it took a big friend, though. In order to get a person out of the stockade, I 
suppose he commenced to act with minor officers till he got up to the head. I 
entered t/le hospital on the 8th August, and made my escape on the 8th or 9th 
October. It was a confederate' surgeon's knife-a scalpel-that I had with 
me. He did not lend it to me. I did not :sk him. I felt that I had a right to 
take any weapon that I could find, to defend myself. I do not know of his 
having complained that I stole his knife. I was brought back before mid-day, 
and it only took time for the captain to give me a good cursing' before putting. 
me in the stocks. The other parties who went with me were put in' the stock8 
too. I was kept in the stocks sixty-eight hours. I did not make any threats 
when I was captured. I knew it was useless. I did not make any threats to 
Captain Wirz when I was brought before him, I stood quietly by, and said 
nothing. Neither of the other soldiers of the squad made any threats. They 
did not make any resistance to those that captured them. We were entirely 
defenceless against the party that captured us, We had only five loads in the 
revolver at first, and we had fired them at the first party that attacked us, and 
they left us alone. The next squad was thirty-five men, with four packs of 
dogs. 'Ve had no running fight; we had a run without a fight. I did not fire 
the five loads. '1'he man who had the pistol fired at the man who wa~ sending 
the dogs after us. After we were taken out of the stocks, I was sent back to 
the stockade; and, in a few days afterwards, Dr. Mudd requested me to take 
charge of the inside hospital, which I did. I was brought out again on parole, 
and I kept that parole. I was paroled then as I ought to be. Putting me in 
the stocks did not teach me a lesson j but I held a parole of honor, and, as a 
soldier, I was bound to keep it. I did not understand what I was put'in the 
stocks for. I understood it to be more from persoual revenge than anything 
else, for trying to get away from them. I don't think he cared much whether 
we killed those fellows outside or not. I understood it was for my punishment, 
but not for trying to fight my way out. Captain Wirz never assaulted me be
fore that. I never came in contact with him before. I consider that it was for 
my pUD.ishment, and in the heat of his anger for my fooling him, by getting 
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away from him. I have seen him angry every day in the week, almost. I, 
never saw him angry with me before, because I never had anything to do with 
him personally. He was never particularly angry with me afterwards. His 
action gave me the right to suppose that he wished to be revenged on me. I 
know nothing about the punishment of prisoners who escape, and attempt to 
overpower their pursuers. So far as I understand a soldier's rights as a prisoner 
of war, he has a perfect right to get out, even at the cost of killing every guard, 
if he can; not after having given his parole. I consider that a soldier ought to 
keep his parole. I did not meDn to impose un that person at the desk. I knew 
he was not responsible, as a federal prisoner, for anything of the sort. 

WIRZ ,[{NOCKS A PRlSONlm DOWN AND STAMPS ON HIM• 

. I cannot exactly say how long I had been there before I first saw Captain 
Wirz; only a rew days. I do not think it was two weeks; it was not long; I 
cannot say how many days. '['he first time I ever saw him he was riding on 
his horse, and was pointed out to me as Captain Wirz. It was an old gray mare. I 
never saw himridiug any other horse. He i:tlways rode the old gray mare. I don't 

lemember what kind of a mane it had. I know that it had a very thin tail. It's tail 
was not black.' I cannot say as to the mane; it was more white than it was gray. 
I cannot tell what ,horse-raccrs would call it. It was neither white nor gray. 
vVhen I saw Captain Wirz he was dressed in a military suit; I suppose it was 
what they call a coni'ederate suit, I did not see anything to designate his' rank. 
He worE' a shortjack£t, and a small light cap. He wore a gray uniform. It was 
what I term gray; it was what is known as the gray uniform of the confederates. 
I am sure I would not mistake Captain Wirz for Lieutenant Davis. Lieutenant 
Davis is a young man-not older than myself. It would be a very great blunder, 
indeed, to mistake one for the other. They do not look anything similar.' I 
would not think I was mistaken if you told me Captain Wirz never had a gi'ay 
uniform. I know that he wore a gray uniform; I am sure of it. I did not see 
Lieutenant Davis vei'y often. I cannot say that I remember how he was dressed. 
One part of his dress, which was plainly seen, was a black feather ill his hat. 
That is all that I can tell you. His hat was a black one. Captain Wirz wore a 
cap; that was gray, too-a small gray cap; apparently a sort of a military cap. 
It was in the earlier part of September that I witnessed the act of violence of 
which I have spoken. It was upwards of a week, perhaps, after the 5th; I would 
not say positively. It was on 01' about the middle of the month. It was abou~ 
the time the prisoners were being removed; they were being removed about that 
time. This man was one of those who was being removed. They were sending 
them to the cars. I know of that train of cars breaking down. I went up there 
by the request of one of the doctors. I did not see Captain Wirz there. I saw 
lJim'at his house, as I passed on my way. He had a large cloak thrown over his 
shoulders, and was walking around there, doing nothing as I could see. I canIiot 
remember:exactly, if he looked as if he had been sick. I should judge he had 
the large cloak on to keep the night air off him. This was in the month of Sep
tember, and I know that he wore a large cloak. I do not know whether a 
healthy man in that climate wears a large cloak in the month of September. I 
was not a resident there long enollgh to speak as to their style of dressing. 

AUGUST 29, 1865.
JOSEPH D. KEYSER, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United States, in the 120th New 

York. I was taken prisoner at James City, Virginia, on the 10th of October, 
1863. I was taken from Richmond to Andersonville in February, 1864;, I 
got there in the latter part of February. Captain Winder had command until 
some time in March. 
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CONDITION pF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

When we arrived at the prison it was only partially completed. We were 
confined to the north side of the prison, the south side not being completed. 
The prison had no shelter in it. The trees, had all been cut down in the enclo
sure. There was a sufficiency of wood there, ali.d the water at that time was 
very good. I arrived there among the first load-about four hundred prison
ers were there at that time. There continued to be a sufficiency of wood and 
water for about the first month we were there. As the prisoners commenced 
to come there more thickly, the wood began to get scarce, and, in consequence 
of the rebel camp being above on the stream, the water became filthy; bu~ we 
were obliged to use it, as we had no means of digging wells in the prison. 
Quite a number of the men were healthy when they came there, and remained 
so for the first few months. There was no considerable sickness from the time 
we arrived there until May, 1864. Then the men began to get sick qUite fast, 
and died off quite rapidly in June, July, and August, 1864-of diarrhrea, dys
entery, scurvy, and gangrene. I do not know the number of troops stationed 
there as a garrison; I should judge from three to four or five thousand. When 
I first went there I saw quite a number of negroes employeil about there. I 
have seen them cutting wood in gangs. 

TREATMENT 01<' THE SICK. 

There was not very good care taken of the sick; at least there was not much 
furnished to them. There were no means adequate to take care of the number 
of sick that were there at the time. There were only a few tents furnidhed, 
and in those there were no bunks. The patients were compelled to lie on the, 
ground. The food was insufficient to sustain life for any great length of time, 
as regards its quality and quantity. When we first went there we had a suffi
ciency of medicines, but, as the sickness increased, the medicines became 
scarce, and were not adequate to supply the wants of the prisoners. I was 
put in charge of the sick, as hospital steward. Dr. White was the surgeon 
there at that time. I did not think that he took special interest in the sick. 
He would generally leave it to some of his assistants to look after them and 
attend to the condition of things. I have seen cases of small-pox there. The 
first case was one that broke out there a few days after we arrived. '1'hey had 
then one tent for a hospital. Five men were confined in that tent, and that 
man 'with the small-pox was confined. with them. He remained there. I think, 
until he died. 

THE RATIONS. 

When we first arrived there, the rations appeared to be much larger than they 
were at a subsequent period. We received more bacon and corn-meal. The 
quality of the corn-meal was very indifferent; it had the appearance ~f being 
ground up-the cobs and corn together. The rations were cooked by the' pris
oners until some time in April. when the cook-house was completed. The 
cook-house was on the west side of the stockade, about two hundred yards 
from it. Its drainage went into the creek and passed through the stockade. 
There was not a very large supply of vegetables while I was there. Occa
sionally we had a small quantity which were cooked at the hospital and dis
tributed to the sick. '1'he quantity was very small and inadequate to the wants 
of the prisoners who were sick, especially those who weve laboring under scor
butic diseases. 
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INSPECTION OF THE HOSPITALS. 

There was an inspection made of the hospitals. I think, in the latter part of 
July, or first of August. There was an inspection made there by a confeder
ate major. He expressed himself as horrified at the condition of the prison. 
He made an estimate of the average life of the prisoners. He said, in my 
presence, that the lives of the prisoners would average 385 days from the time 
they entered there. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I have seen Oaptain Wirz at his office. I have frequently heard him give 
orders to the guard to shoot anybody who passed over the dead-line. I have 
seen men immediately after they were shot. I have seen the sentinels who 
shot them immediately after they had shot them. My reason for supposing 
they had shot them was" because I knew of no fire-arms being in the hands of 
our prisoners around where the men lay who were shot. In one instance-I 
think it was in April or May, 1864-we had received our express-boxes from 
the north, and some of the men had thrown out under the dead-line pieces of 
mouldy bread and cake. This man had one hand on the dead-line, and was 
reaching under to obtain some of those pieces of mouldy bread or cake to eat, 
and was fired on by the guard and shot through the head. He was killed in
stantly. He was on the north side of the stockade; his body lay partly under 
the dead-line after he was shot. In the other case I did not see the man shot, 
but I saw him immediately after he was shot. He was brought to the hospital; 
he had been shot by one of the guard, it was said. I did not see him shot. I 
did not see him on the ground before he was taken up-not until he was taken 
to the hospital. 

THE DOGS. 

I have seen a pack of hounds at that prison. I have seen Oaptain Wirz 
and a man named Turner bring them down to the hospital and start them round 
it, to see whet.her they could find the trail of any prisoner who had escaped, 
during the night previous. I never saw them attack any prisoner-I never 
saw any person who had been bitten by them. 

THE STOCKS. 

I have seen the stocks. I saw them used in confining one of our prisoners
in August, 1864. 

THE CHADI-GANU. 

I have seen the chain·gang-I have seen men in it. I have seen about 
twelve men confined with a ball and chain to one leg, and the chain to the' other 
leg reaching to a large ball in the centre of the gang; and I saw iron collars 
around their necks, with chains attached from one to the other. They were 
put there for attempting to m~ke their escape, in some instances. I know ot 
two who were put in there for that. The two that I refer to were kept there 
about six' weeks. I do. not krtow of any person dying in the chain-gang. I 
know of one instance of a man dying in the guard-house with a ball-and-chain 
on him. I do not know what he was confined for. 

PRISONERS "-BUCKED" BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

As a general thing I thought that Oaptain Wirz was rather overbearing, and 
very profane, and abusive in his language towards our men, on the slightest 
provocation. I never saw him buck any man--I have seen men bucked by 
his orders. I heard the orders given. 1 have heard orders given for men to 
be bucked. 
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GENERAL JOHN A. WINDER. 

I was 'not personally acquainted with General Winder; I have seen him 
frequently. I have heard him give orders at the hospital. One day he was 
riding down past there and quite a number of patients crowded up near the gate 
to see him; he told the men to stand back, and ordered the guard to fire on the 
first man that approached nearer than fifteen feet to the gate. '1'hat was the 
only order I ever heard him give. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I remained at Andersonville from February, 1864, till September of the same 

year. I remained in the stockade until the 24th of May, 1864, before I was 
paroled. I was inside the stockade three or four months. I remained all the 
rest of the time in hospital servica outside. I IU1Ve a CiJPY of my p9-role in my 
pocket. (Witness hel:e handed a paper to counsel.) This is not the parole I 
actually signed, but simply a copy of'it. I do not know whether itis the.same 
as all the other prisoners signed.' I know of others signing the same parole. I do 
not know of any other kind of parole in substance than this; that is the only 
one I ever saw. I never signed or gave any other parole than this. The 
prisoners sometimes signed a parole, a great number of· them, extending down. 
I did not go into the hospital by giving my parole. I had charge of the hospital 
inside the stockade without giving any parole. At the time' I went into the 
hospital outside, I gave this parole. I went into the hospital outside the stockade 
by giving a parole. The patients were admitted in the hospital outside of the 
stockade without giving paroles. I do not know whether a person could have 
gone to take care of the patients without giving his parole. I know that prison
ers acted there in the capacity of hospital attendants who had no parole. 'The 
attendants were paroled when they went out of the stockade. I presnme it was 
always so, or meant to be so; I do not know. There was no promiscuous going 
out of and into the stockade without a pass or parole. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

The man I spoke of as being shot was inside the stockade. That was before 
I went to the hospital. It was a couple of months after I had been there. I 
do not know of my own knowledge for what he was shot.· I saw him before he 
was shot-not immediately. I do not know where he was immediately before 
he was shot; I saw him lying on the ground immediately aft.er he was ahot. i 
think he was lying in the same place where he was shot-nobody had moved 
him. Part of his body was lying inside the dead-line, and part out.side.. Quite 
a number of his comrades were around him. '1'11ey did not touch him that I 
know of. I did not see Captain Wirz there. [never heard Oaptain "Virz 
order any particular person shot. I never saw him commit an assault of 
any kind on any individual prisoner. The orders to shoot were given to the 
guards-the sentries. ·1 heard them given half a dozen different times.. '1'hey 
were not giv~n when the guard were receiving their orders generally-when 
they were gomg on dut.y. I have seen him pass in between the dead-line and 
the stockade and give the order that if any man got inside the dead-line or got 
on it, the guards should shoot him without ordering him away. I know nothing 
about those rowdies or desperadoes who were spoken of yesterday by Sergeant 
Corbett. I do not think that this man who was shot belonged to that party. 
Some of those standing around spoke of his being shot. They did not say that 
he belonged to that· squad. He was shot for reaching under the dead-line. I 
think this took place in April or May. In my opinion I do not know th,'lt it 
was necessary to be so strict to keep the prisoners from going bpyond that line, 
because there was no dead-line there for six weeks after we went there. I do 
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not think it was necessary to shoot the men when they encroached on it; they 
'Could have been ordered away without being fired upon. This was only done 
in one instance that I ever saw or heard of. I never knew of Captain Wirz 
going beyond that line and taking the men back him~elf, telling them that if 
they did not keep back they would be shot. It was not very difficult, while I 
was there, to keep the men from going beyond that line-not while I was in the 
stockade. I have seen a small portion ot' the line broken down. During the 
time I was in the stockade, I should judge there were about 20,000 prisoners. 
1'he prison was crowded. It was not difficult to keep that line up, because the 
men generally knew that if they got against the line they would be shot, and 
they kept away from it, and were crowded in other portions of the stockade. 
'fhe dead-line went all around on the inside with the exception that there was 
no line at the gates. It was on all four sidell of the stockade-inside the stockade 
all around with the exception of the gates and a portion of the time at the branch. 
It was established after I went there-about six weeks I should judge, as near 
as I can recollect. I never heard any reason given for the establishment of it. 
It was established at the time when I understood General Winder was in com
mand of the post. 

THE DOGS. 

I have heard Captain Wirz give direct command in relation to those dogs.· 
I heard him tell this man, 'rumer, who had command of them, to bring those 
<logs down to the hospital. A man had got out on the south side. Turner 
brought the dogs down there and started them around the hospital till they struck 
the trail of the man who had escaped, and they followed that across the branch 
and caught him in a few hours. 'ruruer was at Captain Wirz's headquarters 
when he gave him that order. Captain Wirz sent an orderly for him. The 
man had gone the night before. I saw the dogs at that time; there were from 
ilix to eight. They were spotted hounds and one of them was a bull terrier. 
I know what is generally called a fox dog. I do not think they were fox dogs. 
They had yellow and brown spots, long ears, middling broad and flapping, and 
a. pointed head, rather of the hound style. I never saw a bloodhound. I do 
not know what a bloodhound is. I cannot say that these were bloodhounds
they were not the common hound. I have seen what is called a fox hound. 
I do not think they were fox hounds. 'l'hey might possibly have been, but I 
do not think they were. 

By the COURT: 
I can tell a bull-dog from a hound and a spaniel from a fox-dog. I know 

there is a particular breed of dogs known as bloodhounds. I never saw any. 
I know in refercnce to them from hearing and reading of them. 

THE STOCKS. 

By the COUNSEL: 

'.rhe man whom I saw in tbe stocks was put there for making his escape from 
the prison. I think he went from the stockade. I saw him in the stocks about" 
ten hours-from the time I first saw him in the morning, until I saw him a~ain 
in the evening. It was ia.th3latter plrt of August, 1864. I saw Captain Wirz 
order this mlll put in the stocks. He was at his headquarters at the time. 
The man had just been brought back under gnard for making his escape. He, 
was alone-I do not know how long he had been onto I think I heard him say 
·at that time how long he had been out, but I do not remember how long he said. 
Ido not know who brought him back-I think it was a confederate from his 
uniform. There was only one guard. I heard Captain Wirz call the prisoner 
"a God-damned Yankee son of a bitch." Afler Wirz used this language to the 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--7 
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man he was going to speak back, when Captain Wirz prevented him by pointing 
a pistol at him, and he told him he would fix him and ordered him to the stocks. 
I saw him there twelve hours. I am sure he had escaped. I am sure it W'1S ill 
the latter part of August. I saw Captain Wirz there at that time. I could not 
have been mistaken as to the person. I should not think myself mistaken 
should you tell me for a certainty that he was not there during that month. 
because I know he was there. . 

GENERAL JOB", H. WINDER. 

By the COURT: 
I have seeb General Winder ride around the prison and give orders. It was 

generally understood that he had command of the post, although I do not know 
personally that he had. 

REMARKS IN RRFER.ENCE TO BAND-CUFFI:-JG FRISONER. 

Upon the meeting of the court on the 30th of August, General Thomas stated 
that the prisoner, as he had been informed by his coullsel, had last night been 
confined with hand-cuffs which had injured his wrists. While he (General 
'rhomas) was well aware that the court had no control or responsibility with 
regard to the treatment of the prisoner outside of the court-room, yet, as the 
prisoner while in prison might need to write for the purpose of preparing his 
defence, it might be worthy of consideration by the court whether such rigorous 
treatment as confinement with hand· cuffs might not be dispensed with. 

The JUDGB ADvocATB stated that the treatment referred to had been resorted 
to as a matter of precaution and at the suggestion of one of the counsel of the 
prisoner, (Mr. Baker,) who had stated on the evening of his proposed retirement 
from the case, that he believed thertl was great reason to apprehend that the 
prisoner might commit suicide before the next morning. 

It was not unusual for prisoners charged with offences such as are alleged 
against Cap.tain Wirz, to be kept in close confinement and with band-cuffs. 

. The court was responsible for the treatment of the prisoner only while hewas 
in the presenee of the court, and could not with propriety direct the nature of 
his treatment while in custody of the prison-keeper. 'l'he government did not 
propose to apply the lex talionis. Doubtless, if the court desired it, Colonel 
Colby would exempt the prisoner from any such treatment in the future. If 
the prisoner's wrists had beeu injured by tile hand-cuffs, it was· no doubt unin
tentional and was altogether unknown to Colonel Colby. 

General 'rHOMAS. I mentioned this matter simply because it had been sug
gested to me by one of the prisoner's counsel. I distinctly stated that the court 
had nothing to do with the prisoner while not in its presence.. 

Mr. BAKER said that on the evening referred to, the prisoner was in a state of 
mind so distracted that it was a matter of grave apprehension as to what he 
might be tempted ta do, as he at tllat time s:l.id to his counsel that if they left 
him then, he would never again come in to the presence of the court. Counsel 
had stated this at the time to the judge advocate, and had added that he did not 
know but that it was necessary to confine the prisone~ closely. But tbat suO"· 
gestion was intended to be limited to that particular time, and probably ought 
not to have been made at all. 

'l'he prisoner made no compl~int himself of any harsh treatment;· the guards 
and others in charge of bim had been uniformly kind. The fact that he had 
been injured last night by the hand-cuffs was doubtless one of those accidents for 
which no one ~'as to blame. But for the sickly condition of the prisoner, the. 
hand-cuffs would not have injured him. He (Mr. Baker) was sorry that his 
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colle'a?;ue had brought the matter to the attention of the court. He presumed 
that the same thing would not occur agail1. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. The government must take its own conrse with 
rega,rd to its prisoner. 

Mr. BAKER. l,t will not occur as a consequence of any suggestion of mine. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Certainly not. ' 

AUGUST 30, 1865. 

THE ORDER AsSIGNING CAPTAIN WIRZ TO DUTY AT ANDERSO:'.lVILLE THE
 
EXTENT OF HIS COMMAND.
 

ALEXANDER W. PEItSO:-.rS, for the prosecution: 
I have been employed for the last fonr or five years in the Confederate States 

army. I was lieuten'Ult colonel of the 55th Georgia volunteers. I was un 
duty at, Ander~onville from some time in l!~ebruary, '1864, till about the last of 
May, lSG4. I was sent there to command the troops. Subsequently I was 
advanced to the command of the post and remained in the character of post com· 
mander until I was relieved-which was some time in Mayor .Tune. Directly 
after my command was captured at Cumberland Gap, I went to Richmond and 
reported directly to the secretary of war for duty. He gave me instructions to 
report to General Winder. General Winder instructed me to report at Ander
sonville. He stated that at that post there were three separate and distinct depart
ments; one was known as the officer commanding the troops, another as .the 
officer commanding the prison, thr, other as the officer commanding the post. 
He assigned me to duty as the officer commanding the troops. I think there 
was no prison officer there when I first went there. The first prison commander 
proper was Captain Wirz. He assumed control of the prison the latter part of 
February or some time in March, 18G4. He came direct from Richmond. .My 

, understanding was by order of General Winder. I saw an official order to that 
effect. I received a communication about the time Captain Wirz reached there; 
whether he brought the communication or not, I do not know; I receh'ed it by 
hand about the time he came. 'I'hat communication was from Gener;J.l vVinder. 
It stated--

Mr. BAKER objected to witness stating the contents of the communication. 
WITNESS. The letters were all deposited with the orders in pigeon-holes; I . 

don't know what became of them. This letter related to the assignment of 
Captain Wirz. ' 

'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE claimed the right to introduce evidence as to the con
tents of the letter, as that letter was not among the papers captured and now in 
possession of the government.' ' 

Mr. BAKER withdrew his objection. 
WI'fNESS. The letter merely stated that Captain Wirz was an old prison 

officer, a very reliable man and capable of governing prisons, (that is about the 
substance of it,) and it wonnd up by saying that I could give him command of 
the prison proper. It was simply a letter of recommendation from General 
Winder, concluding by saying that I should give Captain Wirz command of the 
prison, and be was so assigned. I don't recollect the date; it was the last of 
l!'ebruary, I think, or aboutthe 1st of March-not later than the middle of March. 
I don't remember who was the ranking officer in charge of the guards and I:len
tinels on duty at. that time; he was perhaps a captain of my regiment. '1'he 
cOl)troI.of the prison and prison-guards was assumed by Captain Wirz pretty 
soon after he reported. Captain Wil'z had control of the sentinels after they 

,were put on duty-after guard-mounting. U lIder the instructions I had a re
quisition was made upon me for troops to guard the prison. I was under in 
instructions to make an order or requisition upon the officer comma_uding the 
troops for the number required by the officer commanding the prison. They 
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were then immediately detailed; guard-mountilll?; was gone through with and. 
they were ordered to the prison, where Oaptain Wirz, commanding the prison, 
had jurisdiction and control of them. He had control of the prison, and of the 
guards after they passed into his hands. That continued to be the rule while I 
was there. , 

BY WHO,W THE PInSON WAS LOCATED. 

The prison was laid out by Oaptain W. Sidney Winder, by order of General 
Winder. The original capacity of the prison was for ten thousand; so he told 
me. I reached there just before they completed the work on the prison; they 
had one-half of a side to finish when I reached there. I suppose they had 
some fifteen or twenty negroes at work there. I know tIle stream that passes 
through the stockade, above and below the stockade. About one to three miles 
from there there is a stream five or six times the size of the stream upon which 
the prison is located. It occurred to fIle that that would have been a preferable 
place to the one where the prison was located. I suggested that to W. S. Winder
I believe I reqollect distinctly that it was one of the Winders-about the time 
I went there-about the time the prison was built. W. S. Winder told me that 
he had absolute di5cretion in the location of the prison; that he examined a great 
many places in southwestern Georgia. 

Mr. BAKER objected to witness stating what he was told, unless it was con
llected with the prisoner. 

The court, after deliberation, overruled the objection. 

GENERAL JOHN H. WINDER AND SONS. 

I knew Gen8ml Winder; he relieved me, I think some time about the last of' 
Mayor 1st of June. He was, as I understood, in command of all the prisoners: 
llad control over everything. W. S. Winder was a son of Gtmeral John H. 
Winder. I knew Richard B. Winder; he was a quartermaster at that prison. 
He had the duty of quartermaster, such as furnishing transportation. I think 
the bake-house wa~ under bim; also the furnishing of fuel; all the duties de
volving upon a quartermaster fell on bim. The 'Vinders seemed to act in con
'lert; they worked together. 

THE POSSIBILITY OF ERECTING SHELTER FOR THE PRISONERS. 

WhiTe tl1e1'e I took steps to erect shelter for the prisoners inside the stockade. 
When I was there, the railroad upon which tbe prison was located was worked 
to its greatest possible capacity in feeding Lee's and Johnston's armies, and it 
was with the greatest difficulty that I could get transportation on that road. 
Perhaps in ten or twenty days they would give me one train. I held constant 
eommunication with the superintendent of the road, and every time I could get 
iii train, I would have that train loaded with lumber and brought through. Dur
mg my stay, I had concentrated there, I suPpos.c, about five or six train-loads 
of lumber. I suppose there were six or eight 01' ten cars in a train. There 
were all.ogether about fifty car-loads. I was in the act of erecting shelter, waS 
Just carrying the lumber, when I was relieved by General Winder. He arrived 
tliCre about the same day I was relieved. I went into the stockade several times 
after I was relieved from duty, and I saw no shelter there. I saw forty or fifty 
houses springing up outside of tbe grounds. The lumber disappeared in that 
w.ay. I suppose there were between fifteen and twenty thousano lJrisoners in 
the Htockade at the time I was relieved. 

vVe had scarcely any transportatioh there, scarcely any wagons, only a very 
few inferior wagons owned by a private individual by the name of Peggott. 
W2B thete· in the better days of the stockade; tbl'Y suffered but very little for 

I 
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wood while I w:as there. The stockade, as I remember, was simply woods en
closed. All the trees inside the stockade suit;:tble for contributing to the build
ing of the stockade, I suppose, were used for that,leaving a great many very 
large and very small trees inside the stockade j when the prisoners first went in 
it was a wilderness, as it were. The authorities never did remove those trees 
and undergrowth j tIle prisoners used them in making themselves shelter. I 
never went back to the prison after being relieved, except in the character of 
counsel for some persons who were arrested and tried by a military court. The 
timber at that time had all been cut away for perhaps a half mile round from 
the centre of the prison. It was made, as it were, a barren waste. I noticed one 
shelter, something on the order of an ordinary horse stable, 01' something to 
shelter mules. It had no covering on the side; it was simply covered overhead. 
It was located on the north side of the prison, lJ,udperhaps there was one 011 

the south side. 

INJUNCTION TO RERTRAIN THE REBEL AUTHORITIES FROM CONTINUING THE 

PIlISO:'<. 

I was interested in a proceeding to enjoin the rebel authorities from further 
continuing the prison at Andersonville. In the character of counsel, I drew a 
bill for an injunction to abate the nuisance. The grave-yard made it a nuisance, 
and the military works, fortifications, etc., made it highly objectionable to the 
property.holders there, and the prison generally was a nuisance, from the intol
erable stench, the effluvia, the malaria that it gave up, and things of that sort. 
After I drew the bill, I went to see the judge of the district court; I read the 
bill to him. and asked him for the injunction. He simply said that he would 
appoint a day on which he wouln. hear the argument in chambers. He appointed 
a day; I made preparation for trial, went down, 01' was in the act of going, when 
I received an offiCial communication from General Howell Oobb, of Georgia, in 
which he asked me if I was going to appear. 

Mr. BAKER objected to witness stating the contents of the communication. 
I expect I destroyed that official correspondence; I have no recollection 

whether I destroyed it or put it away. I have not thought of it siuce. General 
Cobb asked me if t.hat bill was to be charged to me, the bill against my govern
ment, as he termed it. In reply to his communication, I wrote him that I drew 
the bill, and that it could be charged to me. He replied, through his adjutant 
general, lIfajor HalTit, that he deemed it inconsistent with my duty as a con
federate officer to appear in a case like that, of a bill against the government; 
and he therefore ordered me out of the case, and I obeyed the order. General 
Cobb at that time commanded the department of GeOl·gia and the reserve force 
of Georgia. I Eaid that he ordered me out of the case. Let me be more ex
plicit on that point. He wanted to know if I drew the bill; I said that I did; I 
discovered by the tenor of his communication that I would be treated by 
court-martial, or something of that sort, and to stave the matter off, I said to 
him that if he deemed what I had done in the matter unofficer-like, I would re
tire from the case. He said he did deem it that way, and would be glad if I 
would retire without being driven from it. That is about what he said in tile 
communicatioll. That was some time in July or August; Colonel Gibbs was in 
command of the post. I mean to say that Colonel Gibbs at the time was su
preme officer at Andersonville. ,the officer commanding the post. I mean, when 
I say he was supreme officer, that he had more rank than any other man at An
dersonville. I do not mean that he commanded the prison. I do Dot remember 
what time of the year it was; some time about the last of the summer or the 
first of the fall. It was just before the prison underwent dissolution. I don't 
rememher when that was. I don't think we were there a month afterward. 
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'tHE POSSIBILITY OF ERECTING SHELTER FOR THE PRISONER:'!. 

Cross examined by COUNSEL: 
I think abont five train-loads of lnmber came there, perhaps fifty car-loads in 

all. I cannot give an estimate of the number of feet. I have no idea of the 
extent of gronnd that lumber would have covered over in bnildings; I should 
think it would cover over two, three, four, or five, acres of ground. It was dif
ferent kinds of lumber-mostly·plank. I have no idea what proportion of it 
was plank. I suppose that in making a requisition for lumber to build a bar
racks they would have an eye to what was necessary for that purpose. This 
lumher wa>' ordered for the construction of barracks for the prisoners inside the 
stockade. It was through a humane purpose that I ordered the lumber. Captain 
Wirz had nothing to do with ordering it. I remember that Captain Wirz, time 
and again, wanted to have lumber brought there. He never attempted to pre
vent the using of the lumber; he wanted it under the instructions which I had 
from General Winder. I did not feel at liberty to interfere with the prison in
side. I suppose the officer who succeeded me could have used that lumber if 
he desired. I do not know what his orders were. I never saw any orders for
bidding anyone from doiug any acts of humanity or kindness towards these 
prisoners. I never saw the order, but I understood it was against the order for 
citizens or soldiers to trade or traffic with the prisoners. I suppose the quarter
masterand commissary would ship provisions over the road for the prison when 
they would not ship lumber, but. it was extremely difficult to get transportation. 
There is no dO,ubt about that. There was no chance to get any supplies near to 
that prison except by robbing tIle inhabitants; it was a very poor section of the 
country. 

THE LOCATION OF THE PRISON. 

Before the prison was located there, it was all covered over with woods. I 
am very well acquainted with the location of camps. It is customary to locate 
camps in shady places. It was a good idea to locate this prison in the woods; 
such places are usually sought for, for shelter for horses and troops and prisoners. 
There was nothing about the location of that prison, that I discovered, that led 
me to suppose that it was located for any bad purpose; that idea never entered 
my mind. In know of the prison being enlargpd after I went there. It was 
enlarged after it was created for the accommodation of 10,000 prisoners. I sup
pose it was enlarged to the extent of ten or twelve acres; about one-third more 
than it was before. '1'he original capacity of the prison was for 10,000, but I 
did not think that there should have been more put there after the enlargement. 
That is my opinion. I am a military graduate, and have studied engineering. I 
finished my course of study, but did not take out a diploma. I never belonged 
to an en~ineer corps. I think I enlarged that prison without any orders. 
Captain Wirz wonld not have had any authority to enlarge that prison. He 
would not have dared to have done it. He was not tb be blamed at all for the 
size of it. . 

THE IH.lAD-LIN E. 

:By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

I do not know who originated the dead-line. It originated' some time after 
Captain Wirz reported t.here, while I was in command of the post. I did not 
originate it. It was the duty of the commanding officer of the prison to originate it. 

By COUi\f::;EL : 
The dead-line was simply a little piece of railing on uprights, running around 

the interior of the prison, six or eight 01' ten feet fi'om the wall of the stockade. 
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It ran entirely around the prison, to the best of my recollection. That is the 
nrst line I e'i-er saw. I never saw a dead-line before. I suppose it was called 
a dead· line because the penalty of passing it was death. It is customary in 
camp to have all order that soldiers shall not pass beyond such a line. If the 
order is violated, the man is shot, I suppose. '!'hat would be a dead-line. 
There was no difference at all between the dead-line in this stockade and such 
a line in camp. The dead-line wail 11 precautionary measure to help to guard 
that prison. That prison could not have been guarded safely if the men had 
been allowed to burrow through or to work constantly at breaking the fence 
around it. I remember that, before that dead-line was established-and I think 
that it caused it to be established-there was a combination inside by which the 
prisoners came neal' breaking through the stockade. They undermined it for 
a number of yardil. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
A line established in camp is simply to prevent soldiers from escaping; it 

applies to prisoners attem.pting to escape, and to no others. 
By OOUNSEL: 

'rhe object of the dead-line was to prevent prisoners escaping. Where 'the 
sentinal is directed to shoot, I should think the one in cainp and the one in 
prison would be the same. 

UPON WHOM THE RESPONSIBILITY	 FOR THE OVERCllOWplNG OF THE PRISON 
RESTS. 

That camp was a nuisance to all intents and .purposes. .The first reason was 
that the dead were buried so near the surface of the ground that it gave out an 
intolerable stench. A swarm of green flies spread like locusts over that section 
of the country. Then the filth of the camp, arsing from different causes neces
sarily concentrated there. That, with divers, other causes, made it a terrible 
nuisance. I could not have had it otherwise if I had been in command there. 
H I had ordered it otherwise, I do not think the order cOllld have been carried 
out, for this reason: when that prison was in its very infancy, in its very 
inception, and when the officers WAre instructed not to build accommodations for 
more than 10,000, there were 40,000 prisoners sent there. Captain Wirz was 
not to be blamed for that. 

By the COURT: 
The authorities were responsible for that; I cannot say who. The great 

blunder on the part of the government was the. concentration of so many men at 
one place without preparations being made to receive them. .The authorities
were notified of the fact, but to no advantage. I think that some of the higher 
officials were responsible, but who they were I cannot say. I sent notifications 
through General Winder that the prison was worked beyond its capacity, that 
it was a vast, unwieldy thing, and to send no morc prisoners; but they kept 
coming. After I left there there come over 40,000; no man on earth could have 
abated the rigors of that prison except the man who wielded the power over them. 
I do not know that man. General Winder was in advance of me, and several 
others were in advance of him. Who was responsible I cannot say. About 
that time an order was issued from the office of the adjutant and inspector general 
putting General Winder in command ofall the prisoners east of the Mississippi, 
giving him absolute control and dominion over them. That order came from 
General S. Oooper, adjutant and inspector general. I saw that order; I tead it 
closely. The substance of it was about this: They were reorganizing the 
different prison .departments. Some man was put in command the other side of 
the Mississippi, and General Winder was put in supreme command on this side. 
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No officer had any right to interfere with him in any shape, form, or fashion ~ 
and it was made the duty of all officers at adjacent posts or anywhere else, on 
requisition made by General Winder or any of his subordinates for troops, to 
furnish them forthwith, The order gave him absolute supreme dominion and 
control over that thing. All officers in command of prisoners were to report 
to him, and to take orders from him. I do not recollect the date of that order; 
it was about the last of summer. I saw the name of General S. Cooper, adjutant 
and inspector general, to the order. I studied it particularly because I com
manded an adjacent post, and I wanted to understand my duty. I do not know 
whether it said it was by order of the president or not. I simply know that 
General Cooper's name was to it. 

o By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
The communication I mentioned having sent through General Winder was 

addressed to him; I reported to him; I reported in reference to the condition of 
affairs as I found themthere ; I never addressed any communication to Richmond; 
I addressed communications to the general commanding the dep'artment. Mat
ters were in such a disorganized state that I did not know where to report. I 
reported to General Cobb sometimes, and sometimes to General Mercier, at Sa-' 
vannah; I addressed my communicalions as to the condition of things at the 
prison to General Winder; I never went beyond him; I do not know to whom 
he reported; I do not know to whom this order made it his duty to report. 

THE ORDER ASSIGNING CAPTAIN WIRZ TO DUTY AT ANDERSONVILLE-THE 
EXTE;IlT OF HIS COMMAND. 

By the COURT: 
I was in comm'and of the troops at Andersonville first, and had nothing to d() 

with the post; I reported to Sid. Winder, who then commanded the post; the 
command of the troops was separate and distinct from the command of the post; 
there was no relation between the two; I had a very inadequate command while 
there, perhaps not more than 350 men, when I commanded the troops; when 
I had charge of the post I do not suppose there were more than 1,000 troops 
there; of course there were fluctuations and changes one way and another; as 
the prisoners would come in in greater bodies they would send a few troops; 
the requisition for troops came properly from the prison officers, who knew the 
jeopardy the prison was in; I do not recollect whether the prisoner at the bar 
ever made a requisition of that kind or not; I know that officers often talked 
about more troops being needed; I do not recollect the number of guards daily 
in charge of the prison, I suppose from fifty to a hundred; I never did, as com
mandant of the post, exercise any jurisdiction over the prison. 

By COUNSEL: 
I do not think that there were more than eighthllndred or a thousand troops

there while I was there; I suppose there were eighteen or twenty thousand 
prisoners there at the time; the duty of guarding eighteen or twenty thousand 
prisoners, properly, by a thousand troops, having other duties to attend to, was 
very heavy indeed. 

AUGUST 30,1865. 

THE SUPPLY OF MIo:D1CINES IN THE MEDICAL PURVEYORS DIo:PARTMENT. 

BENJAMIN F. CLARK, for the prosecution: 
For the last four years I have been employed in the medical purveyor's de

partment, rebel service; fo'.' two years or more at Richmond, and the remaining 
portion of the time at Wilmington and Raleigh, North Carolina., After we left 
Wilmington we went to Raleigh, and finally surrendered at Greensboro'; I had 
oecasion to notice the quantities of supplies and medicines kept for the use of 
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the confederacy; the supply has always been limited; we have had ourselves 
to resort to the indigenous preparations, but there was always a disposition shown 
on the part of our department to furnish the federal prisoners with such medicines 
as our own troops received; I never knew any difference to be made in the issue. 
As far as my knowledge goes, we were always enabled to fill requisitions made· 
upon us for the different armies of the confederacy; I never knew any distinction 
made in the furnishing of supplies; they were always furnished when requisi
tions were made upon any purveyors where we were servillg for the Anderson
ville prison. '1'0 the best of my recollection there were requisitions sent from 
Salisbury, North Carolina, which were honored; I was in charge of supplies at 
Greensboro', North Carolina, with the medical purveyor, when the supplies were 
surrendered to the federal govp,rnment; there was about three car-loads, I think; 
the medicines which were surrendered was the surplus which constituted the 
department. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
Some few of our supplies were indigenous preparations, and others were im

ported; the supplies were imported by running the blockade; the chemical 
portion of our supplies of medicine was generally imported; the vegetable prepa
rations were native, not all of them however; there were some few vegetaqle 
preparations that were imported ; I should think that tonics or stimulants were 
most needed for hospit.als in th13 army; the greater portions of the indigenous 
preparations, such as auounJ in 0111' own country, were tonics. We required 
both the native and the imported for the hospitals; the imported was more re
sorted to thitn the native; I think they were more required;. the south never 
supplied any medicines manufactured there before the war; they were principally 
procured from the north; all their native supplies originated since the war com
menced; it is very difficult to institute the manufacture of medicines, and it takes 
a long time to do it; we never fully succeeded in doing it; it has taken a very long: 
time to discover many of the native medicines in the southern confederacy; .the 
manufacture of the native supplies in a proper manner to be used, I should think 
depended altogether upon the article that you wished to prepare. '1'he native 
medicines were ve1'Y defective in quality, for we had not the facilities for preparing 
them for use as they should be; I am somewhat familiar with the compounding: 
and manufacture of medicines; we have a proper formula to go by in making: . 
preparations. and we have to confine ourselves strictly to it; that formula con
sists of many things that could not be obtained in the south. As far as my opinion 
goes, I have not much faith in indigenous medicines; I have faith in them to 
a certain extent. I do not know that I am capable of giving any opinion on the 
subject; I am not a I?;raduate of medicine; it w@.s a general complaint by officers 
in our department. that it was impossible to obtain medicine3, either native or 
imported; as I sai(before, our supplies were limited, but we managed to make 
out; we had to economize a very great deal; we generally had to reduce the 
quantities called for; when orders were made we filled them in such proportions 
as we could; that proportion was generally much less than what the order called 
for; in no case have I ever known of medicines being refused at our department; 
we always furnished what we could; I think requisiti0ns from Andersonville 
would have been entertained; it depends upon whether our department was the 
nearest purveyor; the regulations required surgeons to make demands on the 
nearest pUl'veyor; the difference, if any, between filling orders from Anderson
ville and filling orders from other places depends altogether upon what the sup
plies were. If there was a medical purveyor's department nearer to Andersonville 
than ours, it is possible that the requisitions from there would be referred to it ; 
this is a' matter which would rest with the medical purveyor; as far as my 
knowledge goes, I think the requisition from Andersonville would have been 
honored just as much as other requisitions. 
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By the CouR'r : 
There was always a supply on haml, but we never had a plentiful supply; 

we were disposed to furnish such as we had, /lnd made no distinction whatever; 
we furnished the same to federals as to confederates; there was a rule that we 
should keep so ITNlch of each article on hand, I cannot say how. much without a 
supply table; our capacity was for twenty thousand men at Wilmington, but at 
Raleigh we had to supply for forty thousand men, including J ohuston's army; I 
do not recollect having ever furnished any supplies at all for Andersonville; I 
am 110t prepared to say whether the requi:'\itiolls for Andersonville would have 
come there or not; the principal medical depot was at Oharlotte, North Carolina. 

AUGUST 30, 1865. 

THE SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS IN GEORGIA IN 1863 AND 1864. 

J AMES V AC'J V ALKENBURG, for the prosecution: 
I reside near' Macon, Bibb comity, State of Georgia. I have lived there nine

teen years. I was there during the rebellion. I have been at Andersonville. 
So far as I know the crops have been about medium. There were certain sec
tions of the State of Georgia last year tlJat suffered considerable from drought, 
arid in certain other portions the crops were exceedingly good. I am speaking 
of the year 1864. I should suppose as to provisions it was more than an average 
crop, inasmuch as no cotton was planted, and all the ground was pretty well 
planted in provisions. I should think the provision crop was larger than before 
the war. '1'he regulation in the south requiring farmers and others to pay tithes 
for what they grew was, that they were to bring in oIle-tenth of all they raised 
of provisions of various kinds, corn and wheat and potatoes, and a certain pro
portion of their meat. I am not· exactly sure what proportion, but I should 
think about the same ratio, one-tenth. Macon is about sixty-five miks from 
Andersonville, by railroad. It would be impossible for me to state what stores 
were in Macon duriQg the year 1864. There were a great many storehouses 
where provisions were stored of various kinds,....-sugar, rice, molasses, meat 
(bacon,) corn, wheat, flour, &c. I have uot been at Americns as commonly as 
at Macon, but when I have been there, there seemed to be very large quantities.. 
I saw a great deal of stores in various warehouse. Americus is nine miles from 
Andersonville; it may be a little further than that; it is possible I may be 
slightly mistaken on that point. 

Cross-examined by the COUNSEL: 
I reside about ten miles from Macon. I have lived in that county nineteen 

years. I have lived fifteen years at the place where I live now. For the last 
two years I have been doing nothing of any consequence. I was burnt out 
about two years ago, and have been out of business. I live in the country. I 
have been .away from home very little during the las.t two or three years. I have 
often r~mamed away over night. I have been as far as Americus. 'That is 
about SIJ~:ty or seventy miles from my place. I took the cars from Macon direct 
to Amerlc~ls and back. I have not been to any other place than Americus, fre
quently, smce the commencement of the war. I have taken a paper during the 
last two or three years. I have generally taken the Macon Telegraph, a daily 
paper, for one, ~nd the Macon Messenger. I always take one or two papers. 
I take them dally: I llave not been in large assemblies of my neighbors there, 
often-once or tWIce. I have not met persons from different parts of the State, 
at my place. I have sometimes seen them in Macon. I would met them cas

I
iually. Most every week when I would be in town I would see somebody from 

some other part of the State. I have travelled very little to other parts of the' 
States; I do not know that I have at all, only down that road. I got into the 

j 
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cars a.t Macon and rode up to Americus and then rode back, unless I stopped at 
some of the intermediate landings. I sometimes did that. The country between 
Macon and Americus is part cleared land, part swamp land, part oak land. and 
part pine; it is mixed up. It is not a rocky country. It is rather rough-not 
mountainous. There are farmers along that road. There are as many as could 
settle in the country between one place and the other; it is pretty well settled all 
through. Some are large farmers and some smaller according to thc quantity 
of land they own. At a rough guess I should say half of the country is wooded 
and swamp land. I have not been connected with any of the departments of 
the southern confederacy during that time, not with any of the State depart
ments. I knownotloing of the supplics of the southern confederacy excepting 
what I have seen. I am able to say that the crops have been plentiful in Geur
gia from general knowledge, and the papers that I speak of, and what I saw 

, "myself, general reading. and general observation; seeing farmers frum different 
places, I have ask.l:'d them the question" How the crops were 1" I have heard 
farmers from somo places complain of a deficiency of the crops. I have heard 
them complain of drought and their crops being sllOrt. I never heard that general 
complaint, nor saw it in the papers. I have seen places reported as suffering 
from drought, and others having- abnndant crops. I should think that the sup
plies necessary for an army in Georgia have been abundant for the last two or 
three years. 

By the COURT: 

There was a large "quantity of wheat grown in that section of the country; 
some near Andersonville. There were flour-mills there; I could not say how' 
near Andersonville. I know there were .floUl:-milis around there. I know my 
son-in-law, who lives in Amel'icus, had a large quantity of wheat and had no 
difficulty in getting it ground. He told me he raised more wheat last year than 
ever in his life before.. Some of the flour-mills were what we called merchants' 
mills, and some mills doing a smaller business, merely grinding for tolls. I do 
not know how near to Andersonville there was a flour-mill. 1 know there was 
a large one at Macon. Georgia is considered a corn.growing country, but it is 
generally considered a good country for wheat also. I think some of the best 
wheat that is raised in Georgia is raised in south western Georgia. Some seasons 
it does not do so well. It is not so safe a crop as in the north part of the State, 
but when they make a crop, farmers tell me-I am not a farmer-it is better 
than the weat grown in the northern part. I d<;> not know how often they make 
a wheat crop. 

By COUNSEL: 

If I recollect aright, 1863 was the year in which there were some failures in 
the wheat crop. I think there was not a great deal of failure in all the c'rops in 
Georgia in 1863. The wheat is mostly gathered in May and the beginning of' 
June. The corn crops are later; they can gather the corn any time before the 
winter sets in. The new corn crop is gathered about the first of' September. 
'1'hey get meal from their crops -they take it to the nearest mill and get it right 
away. Sometimes they are short of old grain and get new grain as soon as they 
can. Corn can be made ready for the mill in the course of a week after being 
gathered; but generally for the purpose of trade and commerce, not so soon as 
that. I think that corn in ordinary seasons is ready for the market by October. 
If I understand it aright, wuthel'll [armel's try to get their crops out of the way 
as soon as they gather it-either dispose of it or lay it up for their own use, which 
is generally done in midsummer. I know there are mills in that country. In" 
passing along I have had places pointed out which I was told were mills. I 
should think I could count five or six from Macon down to Americus-in a dis
tance of seventy miles on that route. I knoW" of many more.. They are generally 
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run by water. Some are mills where they grind for tolls for farmers; some 
have two or three run of stone. I know a mill there with three run of stone. 
I do not know how 'many there are of that class. I have been inte three or four 
of that class. I know that a mill in Macon has a large number; I think about 
four run of stones. '1'here is a mill not far from me that has two run of stone, 
a very fine mercllants' mill, but a small one. The quantity that an ordinary 
mill can turn out per hour, with one run of stone, is very uncertain; some day8 
they grind three bushels an hour, and some twenty bushels. There are mills 
there that grind twenty bushels an hour. I owned one myself. I ran it since 
the war commenced, in 1861 and 1862. It was burned down in 1863. 'l'here 
wafl no other mill burnt down in 1863 excepting mine, that I know of. 

By the CoeRT : 
I have seen large quantities of flonr in the storehouses in Macon. I do not 

know that I have seen any in Americus. '1'hat was all the time along during 
the war. I have been looking for flour to buy and have seen large piles of it, 
and was told it was government flour and conld not be had. 

MEDICAL TESTIMONY-CONDITION OF PRISONERS IN THI!l STOCKADE.. 

AUGUST 30, 186Q. 
Dr. F. G. CASTLE:'II, for the prosecution: 

I have beenin the confederate army during the last two years. From May.until 
September, 1864, at· AnderEonville; the remaining portion of the time in ,South 
Carolina. I was surgeon of the third Georgia reserves while at Andersonville. 
I occasionally had opportunities of observing the prisoners in the stockade at 
Andersonville. Their condition was deplorable; languag~ could not express 
the condition in which I saw them at that time. The stench was intolerable. 
It sometimes came up to my camp, a half a mile distant. It was only during 
an east wind that I was troubled with the stench arising from the stockade.. I 
saw negroes at work there at one time. I do not know in what numbers; 
twenty or thirty, I suppose. 

TilE SUPPLY OF VEGETABLES NEAR ANDERSONVILLE. 

It was a pine country about there. Farms were carried on there. I have 
seen cncumbers, squashes, cabbages, potatoes, collards, and melons in market. 
I was at market frequently. I saw different kinds of vegetables there at dif
ferent times-not all I have mentioned at the same time. I dou't suppose 
my regiment procnred their vegetables from the market; they generally got 
them from their homes. I have seen vegetables in the camp at different times. 
I do not know that f.hey purchased them at market. 

THE SUPPLY OF MEDICINES, 

At one time my regiment was very unllealthy. That was in June, I thiuk. 
'1'hey were in a very healthy condition afterwards. I had no difficulty in 
getting medicines that I wanted. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

I have seen the prisoner, Captain Wirz. I do not know what his duties 
}Vere officially at Andersonville. I saw acts of cruelty committed by Captain 
Wirz on one or two occasions. At one time the prisoners were being removed, 
I think to Savannah. One prisoner was out of the ranks; Captain Wirz jerked 
and struck him, I think, once or twice; don't remember how many times, but 
I think once or twice. .. 
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MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I sawone man who had been bitten by the dogs. I saw the' dogs bite him. 
I saw the dogs running down the swamp below my camp. I went down, and 
when I reached the brow of the hill, I heard the dogs baying; going down, I 
saw this man up the tree. I heard some olleorder him dowll. I don't know 
who it was. He came down, and I saw the dogs seize him. Captain Wirz 
was there with the hounds. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

The prisoners were being removed to Savannah in August or September. 
I don't know whic~. It was the last part of August, or first part of September, 
I think. The prisoners, at the time of this assauh, were standing in front of 
Captain Wirz's headquarters. 'l'here was not Ii large crowd around the prisoners. 
I did not see a large crowd; therewer<a a good many prisoners. r.rhere was no dis
turbance that I Eaw, except this man falling out of ranks. I was at that spot 
half an hour, I suppose. Captain Wirz struck the man with his right hand. 
I do not know whether Oaptain Wirz waf! or was not to blame for the awful 
condition of the prison. I never saw any othor acts of violence by CaptainWirz, 
excepting what I have described. I never knew of any other. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

It was about the first' of August that I saw Captain Wirz pursue a prisoner 
with the hounds. He was between quarter and half a mile from the prison. 
I did not see him set those dogs on that man. I don't know who set them on. 
I did not see him in the water up to his knees trying to prevent the dogs from 
biting that man. I did not see him making any attempts to keep the dogs from 
biting that man. I did not see him seize that dog. I was from twenty to 
thirty feet from him, I suppose. It was woody in the swamp, but not outside. 
The' man was in the swamp. When he came down from the tree, the dogs 
seized him, and they bit him aftflr he came out of the swamp. I do not know 
that Captain Wirz set the dogs on him after he came out. I do not know that 
the biting of the doge was accidental. I just saw them bite him. rrhe dogs 
were common fox-hounds. There were some five or six in that pack, I believe. 
I don't think I ever saw that pack but once; that was the only time. I know of 
no other pack but that one. 

By the COURT: 
I do not know wlmt became of the man ~ho was bitten. He went off, I 

believe, in charge of Oaptain Wirz. I did Bot follow him auy distance. The 
wound did not disable him; he walked off. 

AUGUST 30, 1865. 
ANDREW J. SPUING, for the prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the United States for three years. I was n 

the sixteenth Oonnecticut. I was taken prisoner. I have been at Anderson
ville, Georgia. I went there the 3d of May, 1864. Captain Wirz was in com
mand. At the time I wcnt there there were in the prison from 12,000 to 
15,000. 

CONDITION OF THI': PnISO:'llERS l:'i THE STOCKADE. 

At the time I went there I found the prisoneril very destitute in clothing, and 
.you could not tell, in many cases, whether they were white men 01' negroes. 
.r.rhey were very filthy; they did not look as though they had the means to 
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wash themselves, or did wash themselves. I remained in the stockade till May 
27, 1864. I do not know who the surgeon in charge was. I was not acquainted 
with the surgeons at all. I did not know a doctor while there. I heard that 
there was such a man there. I was acquainted with Dr. Barrows. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

I noticed the condition of the water in the stream that ran through the 
stockade; at that time it was very good, but before I went out it became filthy 

.and not fit to use, because of the rebel camps outside, through which the stream 
passed. They did their washing, aud the like of that, in the stream above, and 
it came down through the stockade. 

'fHE RATIONS. 

There were no cook houses on the stream when I went there. One was estab
lished soon after, in which they did their cooking and baking for the prisoners; 
it was outside the stockade. Bacon, ric'), beans, (or peas, they call them,) and 
corn-bread were cooked there. I was assigned to duty in that bake-house. The 
quality of the rations was very poor indeed. The meal that I helped to bake 
was very coarse and looked as though it might have been ground up, cobs and 
all, and it had to be cooked withou~ salt about two-thirds of the time; as for 
the bacon, that came in all spotted, and it was full of maggots before it was 
cooked. The cooks had to boil it in water to cleanse it as well as they could, 
but they could not make it fit to eat any way. It was issued to the prisoners 
raw when we first went to the Rtockade. A prisoner s ration of bread was 
generally half a loaf of this corn bread that would weigh perhaps 3 to 5 ounces, 
not exceeding five ounces. When we first went into the bake-~ouse, all the ba
con, peas, and rice were cooked at the lower bake-house, which was all the bake
house we had, and they were given out there to the men·at that time. Each 
prisoner received about two ounces of bacon-not more than that-this fat ba
COD, sometimes it would be very good, bllt as a general thing it was full of mag
gots and not fit to eat, so that the men had better let it alone than eat it. I 
never was in the store-houses. I do not know the quantity they had, with the 
exception of the meal. I was over to the depot, at the store-house there, and 
it was full of meal piled up. There was also any quantity of flour, but I don't 
know where that flour 'went to; I know that I never received any. 'J.'hey never 
issued any flour. On the 3d of July, I think it was, Captain Wirz, after roll-call 
in the morning, came out from the stockade to the bake-house. One or two men 
were missing from the stockade. I saw him when he came fro}ll the stockade 
gate. He came to Captain Duncan, commanding the bake-house, and told him 
not to issue any more rations to the men inside of the stockade until those men 
were found. They commenced issuing ration again the next day about 3 o'clock. 
The rations of bread that had been baked the day before were issued. It had 
been piled up in the bake-house in order to make room there, consequently the 
steam from the bread caused it to sour, and it was very poor bread. The second 
day"it was very warm weather, and instead of issuing any raw rations they 
issued all cooked rations. As a general thing they issued raw rations to one
half of the stockade one day and one-half the other day. 

THE SUPPLY OF VIWETABLES NEAR ANDERSONVILLE. 

No vegetables were ever issued there with our rations. I think any quantity 
of vegetables were to be had in that vicinity. I procured .vegetables after I 
was outside.in the bakery. I procured'all that I needed, andalso sent quanti
ties in to ollr boys by smuggling them by the guards. I procured them mostly 
from the 55th Georgia boys, and the 3d Georgia regiment'il sutler furnished me 
with a supply that I had. I think there was plenty of green corn to be had 
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there; there was a large cornfield about a quarter of a mile the other side of 
the big stream, below the 55th Georgia regiment; I should think there was quite 
a large field there, 75 to 100 acres, I should think. I purchased vegetables of 
citizens. Citizens would very frequ.ently smuggle things down there by the 
bake-house on their wagons, pretending that they had business there. 'l'hey 
would stop and sell provisions to us for the sake of getting greenbacks; they 
would rather trade with us than with their own men, because they could get 
hold of greenbacks; there were strict orders prohibiting tr<tding of that kind. 
The orders were issued by Captain Wirz. That was a peach-growing country. 
I procured great quantities of peaches there and smuggled them into the stock
ade to our boys. I should judge the supply was good from the way they came 
in; almost any of -the confederate troops had peaches there in any quantity. 
When such things were taken into the stockade to our boys, Captain Wirz, if 
he discovered it, would confiscate tbem, and take them to his headquarters: and 
he also gave orders to the sergeants at the gates that of all the things which 
they could confiscate, from our boys, they should ha.ve one-half for getting' it 
away from them. That applied to vegetables, peaches, sweet potatoes, onions, 
and all such things as that that we could get. 

THE SUTLER. 

I knew the sutler to the prison. The rebel sutler, when I first went inside 
the stockade, was a man named Selman; they called him Adjutant Selman. He 
remained there I suppose until he llad got the biggest part of the prisoners' 
" greenbacks," and there was not much use of his staying there. He was there 
in May, June and July, and I don't know but he was there a part. of August. 
I never procured anything from him myself. One of our boys, after Selman 
went out, got permi'ssion to run the sutler stand himself. I saw him buy stock 
of this Selman. He kept a sort of sutlery over at the headquarters of General 
Winder. 1 saw this man procure the articles from Selman; I have seen him 
carrying vegetables, such as watermelons and green corn, and also tobacco and 
such things as that. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS AS TO MENTAL CAPACITY AND PHYSICAL 

SOUNDNESS. 

Before I was taken out many of my own men became sick with chronic 
diarrhrea, and there were many cases of scurvy. Soon after I went into the 
stockade I found almost all my boys in there were afflicted more or less with 
scurvy; a great many were crippled up, so that they could not walk, and had 
to crawl on their hands and knees or get along the best way they could; some 
of them could not do even that. There was a change in their whole appearance. 
I was absent from there, at one time, about six weeks; there was an order 
issued so that we could not get into the stockade; the men who were paroled 
outside did not have permission to go in to see those inside the stockade; one 
day I was bound to go in, and I applied to the lieutenant of the guard at the 
gate and gave him twelve dollars in greenbacks to let me go in and stay an 
hour, to see our boys; I went in and spent an hour inside the l:ltockade; a great 
many of the boys were very poor; there were some of my own best friends 
whom I could not recognize until they came up and shook hands with me and 
made themselves known, and, even then, I could hardly believe they were the 
same men; I have seen idiots in the stockade; I have seen men, acquaintances 
of mine, who would go around there not knowing anything at all, and hardly 
noticing anything; I have seen men there who were crippled up so that they 
had scarcely any life in them at all; they would lie on the ground, to all ap
pearances dead; at different times I went up to several who I thought were, 
dead, but I found they had a little life in them; I was intending to help some 
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()f them, but after I helped one, I was called from one place to another, and I 
found .that I had more than I could attend to, so I had to leave them entirely. 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

I saw men apply to Oaptain Wirz for the privilege of going out on fatigue 
work. At one time a squad of men, of abont eight or ten, I cannot telJ..the 
exact number, were out after wood; on their return they stopped to rest; while 
they were ,resting Oaptain Wirz came along on bis horse; one of them got per
mission from the guard to speak to Oaptain Wirz. He asked Oaptain WiJz if 
he had not something outside fur him to do, so that he could go out and have 
an extra ration. Oaptain Wirz replied in the way he usually did to prisoners; 
he called him a " God damned Yankee son of a bitch;" he told him to go inside 
the stockade and stay there, and that he would starve every God damned one 
()f them to death. That was his common reply to evel;y one of the prisoners 
who had anything to do with him. At another time he made a similar 'reply 
that I heard ; one of the boys had got away from the bakery to make his escape; 
after he was caught Oaptain Wirz came down to the bakery; there was quit~ a 
crowd there; Oaptain Wirz said to the man, "you God damned Yankee son of 
a bitch, if you ever try to get away again I will shoot you just as sure as I goe~ 
to hell, and I know that I goes there." 'That was a common remark with 
him. 

RATIO:VS DRAWN FOR THI<: DOGS. 

I freque~tly saw hounds about there. They used to draw rations for these 
hounds at the bakery. They drew the bread which I supposed was cooked for 
the men inside; they issued for these h Junds there about twenty-five or thirty 
loaves. 

• 
THI<: SUPPLY OF WOO)). 

There was any quantity of wood' in that part of the country which 'could 
have been issued to the prisoners. I saw negroes about there; I saw them 
cutting wood. At the time they expected Stonemau's raid down there, soon 
after the capture of Atlan'ta, I saw from 500 to 1,000 negroes chopping wood to 
the westward, so as to make a range for the use of their artillery. '1'hey also 
at the same time put up two stockades around the main stockade of the prison, 
and made a place for the artillery to work arouud the prison, so that ifour own 
men should make an attack on the prison to release the prisoners, their fire 
would go directly into the prison. 

1lIFDI BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I saw the hounds exercised; I saw them several times when they were 
taking men's. traili>, but I saw them one time when they caught a, man; i think 
it was abont the last of August or t,he first of September that I saw a man who 
had been brought in by Oaptain Wirz, and this man Turner, who had charge 
of the dogs. 'rhe man w.as bitten very badly. Oaptain Wirz went over the 
hill. 'I'he man was brought around by the bakery. I was well acquainted with 
the guard, at least by sight, and I asked him where the man was caught. He 
said he was caught over hO)re by Oaptain ,",'irz and Turner, the man who had 
chargelof the hounds; that the man was in a tree and was shaken down out .,11 

of it. j
1 

*j 
.~ 
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Mr. BAKER objectj3d to the witness stating what he heard from others. 

By the COURT: 
Q. Who told you this 1 
A. The guard who brought the man in and the man himself.
 
The court, after deliberation, s~lst~ined the .objection.
 

THE CHAIN-GANG AND STOCKS:. 

1 saw a chaiL1 -gang there; 1 have seen them every day; there were thirteen 
of them in it at olle time j they were in two ranks; each man had a chain and 
shackle around each ankle, a chain going from the front side of the ankle to 
the next one b~fore him, both legs shackled so that they could step but eight or 
ten inches at a time. The men had to keep step with each other. Each man 
had a small ball (I do not know the weight of it) outside the leg, which he had 
to carry in his hand when he travelled, and also a 64-pound ball to every four 
men. There was a large shackle round the neck with a large chain, much 
larger than that fastened to the legs. around their necks, reaching aronnd tbe 
circle. 1 have known one man to be reduced so low that he was taketAfrom 
there and sent to the hospital; 1 cannot tell his name; 1 cannot tell what date; 
he was taken to 1JloIe hospital and soon after died. 1 should think this was somp 
time about the middle of August. 'rhese men were put in t.he chain gang for 
trying to make .their escape. 1 saw men in the stocks every day, almost. They 
were sometimes put in the stocks for trying to get away. After they were 
taken out or the stocks they would be put in the stockade again. Most of these 
men were men who had been outside on parole. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw a man shot there. 1 never saw the prisoner give orders to shoot men. 
There was one man shot tlH~re on the 15th J\Jay, from the first sentry-box next 
the south gate. The man who was shot was inside the dead-line, or 1 suppose 
he was. 1 saw the man shot and I saw him after he was shot. 1 was on the 
north side of the stockade. I saw the smoke of the gun and went directly over. 
The man lay inside the dead-line. About the time I got over there Captain 
Wirz was in the sentry-box with the guard. Directly after that Captain Wirz 
came inside the stockade. He drew out his revolver and swore he would shoot 
all the men there if they did not get away from the gate, and the men scattered. 
I do not know that I saw any communication between Captain Wirz and the 
sentinel. When he stood in the sentry-box he was close to the sentinel; the 
~~ntry-box was not more than four feet square. I saw another man shot there. 
A short time after that-perhaps six or eight days-there was a man who was 
asleep under hi::; blanket in the middle of the day. The stockade being so 
crowded, he had to lie near the dead-line. This man, while he was asleep rolled 
over under the dead-line. As soon as· he rolled under it he was shot. That was 
in May, I think, from the 20th to the 25th. The ball went into his back and 
killed him instantly. I do not think he knew what hurt him. I do not know 
his name. I did not see the prisoner at that place then. The ball struck the 
first man I spoke of in the temple and went down into his breast. He was 
tak~.n off to the hospital, which was then inside the stockade, and he died on his 
way to the hospital. He was not a sound man; he was a cripple, a one-legged 
man. 

A NEGRO SOLDIER WHIPPED BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

1.have seen our.darkey prisoners hauled up there and receiving from fifty to 
seventy-five las'hes a number of times; (to the court,) I mean our negro soldiers. 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--8 
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I can speak of one of them in particular; one of them was sick and refused to. go 
to work. 'The man who had charge of the gang at that time-I forget his name
reported the matter to Oaptain Wirz. Oaptain Wirz came along .and ordered 
the negro tD be. taken up to the stocks and whipped; I forget the number of. 
lashes the man got; I saw them given to him. I believe that the man who 
whipped him·was named Humes; he was generally called quartermaster, but 
was nothing but a private soldier, as I understood, to issue rations from the bakm'y 
to our men in the stockade. He used to go in with the wagon and issue the 
rations. 

GENERAL JOH:" H. WINDER AND SONS. 

I knew General Winder by sight; I saw him riding round the stockade. I 
saw him at one time come down there about the 1st September with an order; 
he went into a sentry-box and rear1 the order to our men. It was to the effect 
that there was a general exchange to commence. That was before they com
menced moving off our men, after Sherman had taken Atlanta, and when they 
expected Stoneman down there. I was not exchanged. There was no one 
exchanged at that time. The squad which they said was about to be exchanged 
was taken direct to Millen. They were exchanged from one stockade to another, 
that was all. I saw Oaptain Richard Winder ride by there on his horse. I do 
not know whether he was on duty there or not; I never received any orders 
from him. I have seen Captain W. S. Winder there. I believe he was Oll duty 
there at one time, but I do not know what his duty was. I have seen the whole 
staff riding round the prison several times. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
I cannot tell what months I saw Oaptain Winder ride through the prison; at 

different times. I never saw him ride through the prison, but around the prison, 
outside. Perhaps I may have seen him ride around the prison outside twelve or 
fifteen times while I was there. I was there about five months; I should think 
it likely that I saw him as often as once or twice a week while I was there. I 
left there on the 19th September, 1864. 

A NEGRO SOLDIER WHIPPED BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

r,['his colored soldier who was whipped had refused to go to work; he was 
ordered to go to work by the man who had charge of the squad of colm'ed men 
who worked on a cross-road from the depot to the bakery. I do not know the 
man's name who had charge of them; he was a short thick-set man. He was 
a confederate soldier. There were about twenty negroes in that squad. Hid 
refusal to go to work was the cause of' his being whipped; I saw the whole uf 
it. He received either fifty or seventy-five lashes. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I never saw Captain Wirz shoot anyone. I never saw him assault anyone 
in the prison. I do not know that these instances were always a part of the 
police regulations there. I know that the sentries shot men who got within that 
dead-liue. I do not know anything about the regulatious more thau I have been 
told by our own prisoners inside. I know that men were shot; I saw that. 
'1'he man who was shot was inside the dead-line at the time I saw him, between 
tbat line and the stockade. The sentinel stood in the sentry-box, on the top of 
the stockade. I saw him when he fired; I saw the smoke of the gun, and I 
saw the sentry. I cannot tell whether Oaptain Wirz was by tbe side of the 
sentry or not, when he fired; he was soon after.. I cannot say that I saw any 
one by the side of the sentry when he fired. If anybody had been by his side 
I believe I would have seen him. I think Oaptain Wirz was taller than the 
~entry. '1 think the sentry was a young man. If Oaptain Wirz had been there 
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I might have seen him. I do n?t know that I saw him at that time j I saw ~im 
immediately afterwards. IIe mlght have come up ,there by reason of that firlllg. 
Ida not know that he said anything to the sentinel. I do not know that he 
reprimanded him. I do not know that he took the sentry down for firing. I 
did not notice whether the same sentry remained there. I do not know that 
that sentry disappeared very soon afterwards. I have spoken of two instances 
of shooting. In the second instance I did not see Captain Wirz at all, when 
the shot was fired. I did not see him immediately after. I did not know that 
he had anything to do with shooting that man. I did not see that he had any
thing to do with it. I have been in the service about three years. I have never 
seen any of our men prisoners, except a short time. I do not know that pris
oners are shot for passing a forbidden line j possibly they may be j I do not know. 
I would not shoot a comrade if he attempted to pass me while I was on picket. 
It would lIot be my duty to do so, except that I had orders to do so. If a sol
dier should attempt to pass me whill') I am on picket duty, and I forbade him to do 
so, and he persisted to do so, I am required to shoot him. If a person should attempt 
to come throngh the jail gate where I was on duty as sentry, and I forbade him, 
and he should persist, I would shoot him. 

I saw a person shot who had not committed, or was not committing, an offence 
against the police regulatiom, this man who rolled nnder the dead-line and was 
shot; I do not consider that he was disobeying any orders when he rolled under 
the dead-line. Ifhe had been awake and had done that he wonld have been violat
ing the rule, but being asleep he was, I think, excusable; if I were on guard in that 
case and saw that man roll under the dead-line, I should not shoot him j the 
sentry could not help to know that the man was asleep, and if I was in his place 
I should not have shot'the man; and I do not think that that sentry would have 
shot him if he had not been watching for an opportunity. There was a class of 
men there on guard, boys from ten years old to fifteen, and old men from forty 
to seventy, who did nothing else when on .(luty but watch opportunities to shoot 
our men; these men were not always on guard; sometimes we had decent men 
on duty; good Union men too; when the fift.y-fifth Georgia regiment were on 
gnard the boys could ,smuggle in pretty much all theyhad a mind to; if evil
minded men shot one of our prisoners there, Captain Wirz would he blameable 
for it if he gave such orders; Captain Wirz gave special orders to shoot our 
men; I do not know that he gave any orders as to the man who rolled unuer the 
line. 

By the COURT: 
I do not know whether any sentinel who shot any of our men was rewarded 

for it, but I have heard men of the fifty-fifth Georgia say that these sentries re
ceived thirty days' furlough, for every prisoner, they shot. 

THE CHAIN-GANG AND STOCKS. 

By COUNSEL: 
I saw the men in the chain-gang; they were p.ut.into the chain-gang often for 

getting away; they were prisoners who had tunnelled out of the stockade; uu
dertook to make their escape, were brought back, and ordered to be put in ball 
and chain by Captain \Virz; they had escaped, but were caught again; some 
of them were men who had been out on parole; I do not know what their parole 
was; I saw them outside and supposed they had a parole; I do not know that 
prisoners -in the prison could get outside without giving a parole; I have· seen 
men outside the stockade, prisoners, who had nothing but a camp pass, without 
a parole; I saw that often; I know that some of the men in the chain-gang had 
not been on parole; I have no reason to believe that any of these men in the 
chain-gang han broken their parole; I do not know whether they did or not. I 
know of someil1stances where some men had broken their parole; I do not know 
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about their being in the chain-gang; I did not testify that a little while ago; if 
I did I wish to correct it. 'I'hey weTe put in the chaiu-gang because they under
took to get away and were caught; I think that all of these men got out of the 
stockado; I do not know of my own knowledge; I was out on parole; none of 
my comrades or acquaintances were put in that chain-gang; the 1st September 
there were three men who attempt,ed to escape from the bake-room; they were 
taken back and put in irons, handcuffed. rrhey were put iuto the-stocks in the 
first place; kept in the stocks that day and shoved into another set of stocks; 
they were put into the chain·gang the second day after they were taken back; 
they were taken down to the blacksmith shop and had irons pnt al'ou~d their 
ankles. These were men who had bl;oken their parole; that was if they took 
such a parole as I did, a regular legal parole; I do not know that they did; 
there was no special parole that I know of; I have seen men who merely signed 
a paper. 

By the COURT: 
During the night the men in the chain-gang had to lie down all at one time; 

when one was sick and was obliged to lie down, the others were compelled to -lie 
too; they were outside of the stockade, right up to the sonthwest corner of the 
stockade; they were posted about ten or fifteen rods outside of the stockade, near 
the stocks; they were not required to perform any duty during the time; they 
merely went down to the bake-housp, in tee morning and washed themselves. Our 
boys there they would feed them with the best they had, and consequently they 
fared better in regard to rations than if they had been inside the stockade; but 
that was unknown to Captain Wirz; those men were kept there for two months, 
and I presume longer; I cannot testify how long, but it was all of two months. 

THE RATIONS. 

I was detailed to bake bread there; I am not a baker by trade, but it is not much 
of a job to learn to bake this corn-bread; I cannot tell where the meal came from j 

it was brought from the storehouse to the depot and from the depot to the bake
house; I do not know whether the corn-meal that we used there was. kiln-dried 
or fresh .ground; I should think it had been ground from old corn; I cannot 
tell how long meal would keep after being ground; there was no't plenty of 
rations at the bake-house; at times they would fill the bake-house full and then 
they would leave it run out, and perhaps. the men would have to go without rations 
at times; I know that at one time, on the 3d of July, by the order of Captain 
Wirz, some of our men had to go without rations; I have been in the storehouses 
at the depot; there were plenty of rations there. The storehouse was so filled there 
t hat one could scarcely get through it; it was a very large warehouse; I should 
think it must have been three or four hundred feet long and forty feet wide; I 
was there several times; it was generally full. 

By COU:"SEL: 
I did know at one time how.many loaves of bread went daily from our bake

house, but I cann0t tell now. In baking and cooking together, there were 150 
men detailed outside; they were all Union prisoners; I was at the depot several 
times in the months of June, July, August,-and September. 'When I have been 
at the storehouse there was an abundance of supplies; I have been at the store
house six or eight times: I should not think it was quite as large as an ordinary 
block in this city; I should think it might be half as large; I believe it was a 
story and a half high; to all appearances there used to be pleuty ofmea1 there. 
These ·five or six times that I was there, I should judge it was half full of dif
ferent stores, meal, bacon, flour, and other stuff; I should think two-thirds of the 
supplies there was meal or flour; I would not testify to how much flour there 
was, but I should think that about two-thirds of the supply was corn-meal; at 
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one time when I was there I saw a large pile of flour at one end of the building; 
they said it was flour. I went up and felt it, and saw it was flour. In the 
months of July and August there were about 32,000 prisoners in the stockade; 
I should think there were from 1,500 to 2,000 soldiers guarding that post; 
there may have been 200 or more of oUI' prisoners allowed on parole outside of 
the stockade, in the hospital, bake·house, &c. 

SEPTEMBER 1, 1865. 
NAZARETH ALLEN, for the prosecution: 
I reside in Bibb county, Georgia, about ten miles from Macon; I have been a 

part of the last four years at Andersonville, in the confederate service; I was a 
private in the third Georgia reserves; I know the prisoner, Oaptain Wirz; he 
waS commander of the prison. 

nil' STOCKS.

I have·seen the stocks, and seen men in them; I have seen several put in the 
stocks, and some ten or twelve in the chain-gang; I know that one pris
oner died in the chain-gang or stocks; I won't be certain which, but I think in 
the stocks; I think it was spme time in August, 1864; I do not know what his 
sickness was; he appeared to be sick when I saw him; I saw him only once or 
twice, and afterwards I saw him dead; I don't recollect how long afterwards; 
I was passing there almost every day for several clays; I cannot say how long 
be was confined in. the stocks; there were several in the stocks; I do not know 
why this man was placed in the stocks; I think it was for trying to escape. 
The stocks were between Oaptain Wirz's headquarters and the stockade, on the 
road you would take in going to the stockade. . 

THREATS 01<' WIRZ. 

Once I saw a prisoner step out from the ranks to speak to Oaptain Wirz for 
an exchange into a mess, when they were counting them out; he had made an 
agreement with one of his fellow prisoners to go into the other mess. He lacked 
olle or two of getting to him, and he stepped ont to speak to him. Oaptain 
Wirz ordered him back and threatened to shoot him. He d:d not shoot him; 
he threatened to shoot and he cursed him. 

CONDITIO;\! 01<' THE PRISONBRS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I know a great many prisoners died there. They had no shelters inside the 
stockade much more than they made for themselves out of their blankets and 
pine tops, &c. I was on duty at the stockade as a sentry. I had the means of 
observing the condition of the camp inside the stockade; I could see it from the 
stoop where I was. Some few had shelters made ont of their blankets or such 
as they had built themselves with pine tops which they had carried in. '1'lero 
was no other shelter that I saw. Some had holes dug in the ground and sticks 
put up and pine tops hung around them. I observed this from some time about 
the middle of May to the middle of August. 'I'he prison was crowded. It was 
very much crowded. A portion of the stockade neal' the branch was a very 
miry, boggy, muddy place. The swamp was not cleanly; it was very uncleanly; 
a good deal of filth went through that stockade. '1'he cook-house was above the 
stockade and a good deal of washing was done up the branch. consequently a 
great deal of filth went down. Some of the rebel camps were above; some of 
them washed into this stream. Some of the sinks were on that stream justabove 
the stockade, on the side of the hill. When heavy rains came I should suppose 
some of,it went through the stockade. Sometimes the prisoners in the stockade 
Were compelled to use that water. I have seen them using it when it was in 
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that filthy condition. The water at that time was very thick and muddy-thick 
with the filth of the earth and the washing I have spoken of. '1'here were very 
heavy rains during the summer of 1864. It rained about twenty-one days con
secutively while I was there-in J nne I think-along about wheat-cutting time. 

The stench arising from the camp was very bad. I have smelt it "when I was 
at our picket camp. By the way we went round that camp was about a mile 
and a half away; I guess about a mile in a straight line. We soldiers preferred 
doing picket duty to sentry duty. The stench was so bad that it kept me sillk 
pretty nearly all the time I was aronnd the stockade. The prisoners were com
plaining all the while in consequence of their treatment; but I don't know to 
whom they made their complaints. I made complaints, as well as other soldiers 
of the rebel service. We cJmplained merely to our own officers, but they co:uld 
no'l; help us any about that. I never complained to Captain Wirz. I observed 
the hospital a very little. I remember that one sick man one night made a 
great lamentation. He was on the ground. It was not muddy. I did not see 
him receive any attention. He was calling for his mother; he seemed to be out 
of his mind. He died. One of the prisoners offered me a gold watch for a piece 
of a tent. He wanted it for a shelter, I suppose-l think he said so. He 
belonged to the stockade and was inside of it. I did not give him what he 
wanted; I could not get any for him; it was against the orders to let him have 
~ny such thing. I knew that there were hounds there; I did not know of any 
bloodhounds. They were used for catching the prisoners when they tried to 
escape. 

VEGETABLES, ETC., TAKEN J!'ROM PRISONERS. 

I have known prisoners to get onions and other vegetables or cakes, and 
have known them tl) be taken away from them at the gate as they went in. 
They would get them from some of the guards when they" were out getting 
wood. The orders were, not to allow any such things as that to go in. "1 don't 
know from what source they emanated. Captain Wirz had control of the prison. 
I understood that all the orders came from him, but he never gave me any. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I lived at my present home before I wentin£o the service. I went into the 

service in April, 1864, under the conscription. '1'hose of my age, between forty
five and fifty, were called on to report, and I reported and went into the service. 
After entering the service. I first went to the camp at Macon. 'Ve formed our 
regiment there. We then went directly to Andf\rsonville. 'rheregiment num
bered about 900, I reckon. I was not with it when it left Andersouville; I 
think it left in September. It went there in May. I left Andersonville the 
last of Augnst; I went home sick. I got sick in the regiment; I was sick in 
camp. A good many of our regiment were sick there. I do not kno.v what 
portion of the regiment left Andersonville, as a regiment; I was not there. I 
cannot tell how many of the regiment were sickened while I was there; there 
were a great many. I would not think two-thirds, nor one-half, nor one-third. 
There were a good ~any sick, but I canuot tell how many. Colonel Harris and 
Colonel Moore were the colonels of our regiment. We performed guard duty 
l'oundthe stockade. We did general duty around the post. '1'11ere were 
other regiments there whil~ we were there-the 1st, 2d, and the 4th. Part of 
those regiments were there when we went there. I don't know whether the 4th 
was there or not; the 2d was there. I don't know whether they were full 
regiments or depleted. I don't think there was any regiment there as large as 
OUl's. I don't know how many troops in all there were there at that time; I never 
took notice of that. Our regiment was not composed of unhealthymen. Some 
of all the regiments were siek there. I dOll't know how many 'were sick; I 
had no means of knowing; I didn't pay any attention to the hospital. 
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CO:'llDJ'fIONOF THE WATER. 

I do not know who gave the officers orders where to layout our camp when 
we wen t there. We cleaned up the ground "by order of our officers. Oolonel 
Moore commanded us to do it. Oaptain Wirz had nothing to do with the 
locating of our camp that I know of. I don't know that he had anything to do 
with our men was hing or bathing in the water there. He was commander of 

'the prison; he might have had a right to hav~ forbidden it. I don't know 
whether he had the right to interfere with the command of our camp. lie 
would always send an officer to our camp for what he wanted; I never knew 
him to be up there. I never knew of my own lmowledg-e of an officer bringing 
an order up there from him. I never knew him of my own knowledge to 
interfere in any way whatever with the soldiers located on that stream. It was 
in June or Jnly that there was so much rain. I know it rained 21 days, 
because I kept an account. '1'he rain did not make ou~· camping grounds very 
muddy; it was principally sandy ground where our camp was. The gronnd 
was wet, of course, but the water ran off. It kept the tents wet pretty well 
all the time. We had scarcely any comfort or convenience during all that 
time. 

TH:E ORDERS TO THE SENTINELS. 

I was on guard or picket duty every other day. I never shot anyone; I 
never saw anyone shot while I was on duty. I got orders when I was on the 
stoop to shoot the prisoners if they crossed the dead-line. I had no orders to 
8hoo~ anybody if he did not violate some police regulation. The shooting of 
anyone crossing the dead-line was part of the police regulation of the prison. 
I would not have flhot anyone if he did not violate that regulation. I do not 
know of anybody else who would. I have been in large crowds on public oc
casions. I have seen policemen or soldiers attempt to keep crowds back. I 
never heard them use any particular threats, only they made them stand back 
out of the way. I have seen policemen or constables ride on their horses in 
large crowds. They would of course ride up to the people and threaten them 
if they did not keep back. I should not suppose it was any more for threats 
to be made at .Andersonville, if prisoners did not keep back, than it was in other 
crowds. If I was guarding a body of prisoners anywhere, small or large, and 
they did not obey me, I would threaten them. I would threaten to bayonet 
them or shoot them. When Oaptain Wirz threatened these men, I suppose it 
was not more than I or anyone else would do, if they did not obey me. 

By the OOURT : 
There was no reward or promise of reward to any guard who shot men cross

ing the dead-line, to my knowledge. I do not know of any furloughs being 
given for that. I do not remember that I ever received any direct orders from 
Captain Wirz while I was on duty. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

By OOUl\"SEL: 
I think I have seen twelve men in the chain-gang, in the month of .August; 

they were ·on the ground close to Captain vVirz's headquarters; I have seen 
them passing. I think tbat is tbe place where tbe chain-gang generally was, 
(witness here pointed out the location of Oaptain Wirz's headquarters on the 
diagram;) Oaptain Wirz's headquarters were right on the hill above the stockade, 
not far off. I was on duty on the reserves picket when I saw the chain-gang; 
I saw it when I would be passing to my camp back and forth. .All I saw was 
just in passing. '1'bis was about the middle of Angust or the 1st, some time in 
in .Angnst·; I saw them tbere several times; I don't know if they were always 
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the same men; I did not see them put there; I did not see them taken out. 
I don't know how they came to be in there, nor for what fault or disobedience 
they were put in there, except what I heard. 

THE STOCKS. 

The stocks were located down near the corner of the stockade, between Cap
tain Wirz's headquarters and the stockade. I did not see them there when I 
first went the1"e with the regiment. I don't reccllect when they were erected; 
they were there when I left. I never counted the men I saw in the stocks; 
they had some six or eight, I think-it may be more, at one time. 1 never 
counted the number those stocks were calculated to hold. They were made of long 
timbers, twenty feet long, I guess. I only know from what I heard, why those 
men were put in the stocks. I don't know how long they were kept there, nor 
when they were taken out. I did not see any change in the persons I saw 
there, if there was any, it was made when I was absent. 

CONDITION OF 'THE 
, 

PRISO:\,ERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I spoke of a sick man lying on the ground one night; it was the latte~' part 
of the night; .1 was sentinel there, round the hospital. This man was lying 
outside the tent, outside the fence; I don't know 'whether they had tents inside 
the hospital lot; it was in warm weather. I don't know how he came there; 
he wa.s wallowing about as if he was crazy. Captain Wirz was not there; I 
think, that tent or hospital ground was under the charge of the surgeon. I don't 
suppose that Captain Wirz had anything to do with that affair at all; I never 
was there but one time on that post. 

Q. Don't you suppose that the maLI's being out there was a mere mptter of 
humanity to him, to give him more air and comfort1 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to the question, on the ground that the sup
positions of the witness were not evidence. 

The COURT, after deliberation, sustained the objection. 
I did not apply for any tent material; I said that I could not get any; I had 

no one to apply to; there was none to get. I think Captain Wirz was in com
mand there all the time I was there; I never missed him from there while I 
staid there. 

THR DOGS. 

I don't know how many hounds were there; I have seen about' eight at a 
time. They were common plantation hounds; they are hounds trained to run 
people; I guess these dogs were trained to run people j they ran them. "I did 
not see them trained; they were common-sized dogs, about half as hig-h as this 
railing (aboutfour feet high.) They were common hounds, such as you find on 
all the plantations of the south; I think they were nothing more or less. They 
did not appear to be particularly ugly or savage, more than a common hound, 
so far as I saw. I never saw them pursuing anyone j I have heard them at it; 
heard them crying in the woods: They made a noise like a hound; I. cannot 
exactly i~itate it. I have seen a hound pursue game. I have never heard 
them cry III the same way when they were not pursuing game as they do while 
pursuing it. There-is a particular sound when they are pursuing; I cannot 
describe that parti\Jular sound; it is a more ferocious sound than when they are 
pursuing in sport. I never saw a man bitten by those dogs. • 

THRHATS OF WIUZ. 

When Captain vVirz was messing or counting the men, he could have trans
fen'ed the one of whom I spoke if he had chosen to do so. The man was ask
ing to go into that mess. 'The prisoners had just come on from Danville and 
had not gone into the stockade. 
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THE CHAIN-GA:>JG. 

SEPTEMBER 1, 1865. 
JOHN F. HEATH, for the prosecution: 
I reside in Macon, Georgia. I have been in .the confederate service. In 

1861 I was in the 20th regiment Georgia volunteers. I was commissary, with 
the rank of captain. In April, 1864, I was in the Georgia reserve corps. I 
was on duty at Andersonville from May till October, 1864. I know the prisoner; 
I have seen him at Andersonville. I understood that he commanded the prison 
at Andersonville. I never received any orders from him directly. I was never 
on duty at the prison but one day. '1'here were thirteen prisoners sent over 
from headquarters to be ironed. I think it was in August; I was officer of the 
day. They were sent over to me from the provost marshal's office, to have 
them ironed; they were not ironed on that day; I think on the second or third 
day afterwards twelve of them were ironed. The men were sent over nnder 
guard, with an order from Captain Wirz. I did not read the order. I was 
ordered by a man named Reeves who pretended to be a provost marshal at 
Andersonville. The men came from Brigadier General John H. Winder's head
quarters; that is the occasion I have refened to. There was one man chained 
in the gang of twelve, who was sick at the time he was chained. I could not 
say to my certain knowledge what became of him. I know that I saw him 
several days afterwards very sick; every man who was chained with him ob
jected to it. The man had the diarrhcea; I should judge so from the looks of 
his clothes, and he was very lousy; I could see from a distance the lice crawling 
over him. His comrades objected to being chained with him, because of his 
condition. Their objections were not heeded; he was chained with them. I 
do not know that their complaint ever went to Captain Wirz; they objected to 
being cllainec1 by the side of such a man. He was the last of them I think that 
was chained. They had to all travel at the same time and for all purposes. 
I cannot say to my certain knowledge what became of the sick man. I think 
this took place in the month of August, 1864. 

MoEN BITTEN BY 'rHE DOGS. 

At the time that these thirteen men were to be ironed, one of them got away; 
we called him" Little Frenchy;" a hound was put upon his track. I ran 
down to the little swamp, between a quarter and a half mile off. Just as I got 
to. the swamp I heard a shot from a pistol, and I saw the man in a tree~ Captain 
Wirz came up and ordered the man to come d()wn. The man begged the dogs 
should not be let hurt him. He made the man come down, and with that the 
dogs rushed at him. I could see the dogs run up and grab him by the legs. 
Captain Wirz did not try to keep the dogs off from the man; he could have 
done so. I do not know who fireg. the pistol; I only heard the report. The 
prisoner was sent with a gang two days before to be chained. He was not 
chained afterwards. I saw him two or three days afterwards in the guard 
9.uarters, without the chains upon him; I saw him sitting and walking about 
m there, as I passed. I did not notice his wounds; I was not near enougb to 
nim to see whether he had wounds or not. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY BY WIRZ. 

I have seen Captain Wirz kick two or three prisoners. I cannot tell for what 
reason, except that he got a little excited. At one time, I think it was when 
they were moving from Andersonville, I saw him kick a prisoner. To the 
best of my recollection it was the case of a man who was trying to get out of a 
squad to which he did not belong. I think it was in September, 1864. 
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CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I was on duty in the stockade only once. I think it was in June, 1864. It 
was in a very bad condition. It was in June, .I think, during the rainy season. 
I was officer of the guard. The stockade was very muddy and filthy, and the 
stench very bad. The prisoners had no shelter. All the shelter they had was 
what they could carry in their blankets and such things as they were allowed 
to carry in when they went there. Some few had dug holes in the ground and 
had covered them with pine tops. I do not know that the digging of holes 
diminished the space that the men had to stand upon. I never saw a man im
prove much under the treatment there. I have heard Captain Wirz remark 
that if there were any more prisoners brought there, he did not know where to 
put them; that there wasn't room enough then in the stockade for the meu to 
lie down. I cannot say when that was; it was before the stockade was extended. 
I never heard him make any other remark with reference to the prisoners that 
I recollect. 

CONDITION OF THE WATEIl. 

The bake-house was upon the stream that passed through the stockade. It 
was very filthy and all the stuff from it was thrown out into the stream which 
passed through the stockade. There were two regiments enc·amped right upon 
the stream, one upon one side and one upon the other, just ab@ve where it 
entered the stockade. The drainage from these encampments passed into the 
stream. 

Cross-examined by COU:,/SEL : 
My regiment went from Macon to Andersonville. I think we went from 

l\facon in May. I think it was formed between the 16th of April and the time 
we left Macou. It numbered some six or eight hundred. I think we left An
derstmville between the ]st and 15th of October, 1864. I should not judge 
that all who went there with the regiment went away with it. A good many 
deserted and a good many were sick. I conld not tell you the proportion. .A 
good many died. I was not sick it mimlte myself while I was there. It was 
unhealthy for the soldiers. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I think it was in June when I saw those hounds at the tree. I cannot tell 
whether it was the same circumstance described by a witness yesterday. That 
was the only circumstance of the kind that I ever saw or that ever came to my 
knowledge. I said I heard a pistol fired. I presume it was a pistol, some kind 
of a gun, and directly after I saw the man in the tree, and Captain Wirz came 
up and ordered him down. That is what I said. I do not presume it was more. 
than half a minute after I caught sight of the man in the tree when I saw Cap
tain Wirz; it was almost at the same time. Captain Wirz was some ten or 
fifteen, perhaps twenty, feet from the tree when I first caught sight of him. I 
did not see any pistol in the man's hand when he came down from the tree. I 
did not see any pistol drop from the tree. I do not know whether the man fired 
at Captain Wirz or the dogs. I saw the dogs run up to the man and snap at 
him and jump back, but whether they tore him or not I cannot say. He walked 
off, not exactly in the same condition, as I and Captain Wirz did, bccause Cap
tain Wirz and he were very muddy and I was not. Captain Wirz and he were 
both a little muddy. Oaptain Wirz was in the mud when I saw him first. 
'1'hat is the way I know it. I did not see him take hold of the dogs. I saw 
him and the dogs as close to the man as I am to you now. I could not say that 
Captain Wirz was right np to him. The dogs were. I did not see Captain 
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Wirz take hold of him. I do not say he did not touch him. I did not see him 
take hold of him. I saw the man afterwards in the guard-house, not in the 
stockade. It was a day or two after, perhaps the next day. He was not in the 
chain-gang, nor in the stocks. He was kept under guard, that was all. That. 
was all the punishment I saw him receive for attempting to escape, and all that 
I knew of. If you ask my opinion I should say it was a very severe punish
ment for a man attempting to run the guard to have a parcel of dogs around 
him. My opinion is, that any man who is a prisoner has a right to get away 
ifhe can. 'I'hat w9uld be. my doctrine if I were taken prisoner. But as to the 
punishment, my opinion about it would have been to put him back in the 
stockade Of course it would be a severe punismentj if you want my opinion, 
I would rather have been shot than put in there. 

By the OOURT : 

I do not know what ·the reason was that this man was let out under guard, 
instead of being put in the chain-gang or the stockade j I nave my opinion about 
that. I saw him in a day or two in the yard walking about. I do not know 
why he was put in the chain-gang, except it was, perhaps, that the dogs had 
bitten him. I cannot say that that was the cause of it. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I have seen men in the chain-gang. I know they were in. the chain-gang, 
but as to the length of time ~ don't know. 

THE RAINY SEASON IN GEOHGIA. 

I am a native of Georgia. We have rainy seasons there. In June, 1864, • 
we had what we might term a rainy season. I supposed it rained twenty or 
thirty days. I cannot say it was all in the month of June, but it was in June 
or JulY'. I cannot say that we have seasons known as the rainy season, although 
I am a native-borrf Georgian. 

By OOUNSEL:
 

I should think twenty or thirty days' rain in any country would be un
healthy.
 

Q.. W oul~ it not be very unhealthy indeed 1
 
A. I am no doctor, sir. 
Q. I ask you as a matter of fact 1 
A. Well, I was not sick there. 
Q. You are not prepared to give an opinion on that poind 
A. No, sir; I am no physician. 

UBCORDS MISSING. 

General 'Ii'ROMAS called the attention of the court to the following newspaper 
paragraph, and asked the judge advocate whether he knew anything of the 
records therein referred to, and whether they were lost: 

"UECORDS MISSING. 

"The records of theAndBrsonville prison, captured by General Wilson, and 
furnished by the War Department to the expedition sent to Andersonville by 
order of Secretary Stanton to layout a cemetery and mark the graves of our 
soldiers who died in the prison at that place, have' turned up missing' since the 
return of the party. One of the clerks of the quartermasters' department who 
accompaliied the expedition, and in whose hands the records were last seen, has 
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obeen placed under arrest by the military authorities until he can give a satisfac
tory account of the disposition he made of them. It is thought by some that if the 
records were stolen instead of lost, it was for the purpose of preventing them 
being used as evidence against Wirz, the keeper of the Andersonville pri~on, now 
being tried by court-martial here." 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE stated that he did not know what authority there was 
for that statement. 

General 'l'HOMAS. It does the prisoner great injustice. _ 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. The official hospital records and the records of 

deaths are here, except one volume, the loss of which, I understand, Captain :M:oore 
charges upon the clerk. Captain Moore sent up the other day for them, and I 
gave him the rest of them. 

General THOMAS. Of course, the best evidence is the record, and I hope 
all the records will be produced. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Yes, sir; I do not know what that article is based 
upon. , 

General THOMAS. I only mentioned this to show that we want to do the 
prisoner justice. 
. The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I think the records will be brought to light. The 
hospital register and the death register will be introduced at the proper time. 

Mr. BAKER. I ask the judge advocate whether it will be consistent with his 
duty to have such records placed where we can have access to them. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. No, sir; not till after they are introduced. 

SEPTEMBER 1, 1865. 
WILLIAM DILLARD, for the prosecution: 
I reside in Macon, Georgia. I entered the confederate service on the 20th of 

1I1ay and stayed till the last day of September. I was at Andersonville four 
months and ten days-from the 20th May till the last of September. I know 
the prisoner. 

_CONDITIO." OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I was on duty at the stockade as a guard. I was stationed on the parapet of 
the stockade and on picket. I had an opportunity of observing the condition of 
the stockade and the men in it. It was very bad; it was as nasty as a place 
could be; on one occasion I saw one man lying there; be had not clothes enough 
on him to hide his nakedness; his hip bones were worn away; he had put up 
two sticks and fastened his coat over them to keep the sun off his face. There 
were a good many lying down sick, and others wailing on them. There was a 
very bad smell, and I suppose it was caused by the crowded state of the men, 
and the filthiness of-the place. I have smelt it at the depot in Andersonville, 
about a mile from the stockade. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I guarded twelve prisoners in the chain-gang one day and night. One of them 
was sick and very low, and had to run out every five or ten minutes, and the 
others were wanting him turned out of the gang because he wanted to run out 
so much. I think he was taken out about dark. I cannot say how long he 
had been ill the chain-gang. I know he was in from the morning when I went 
on guard. He was in a sick condition all that day. I cannot say what sort of 
a day it was. It was in August. I cannot say what became of the prisoner, 
except from hearsay. I do not know where he was taken after he was released 
from the chain-gang. It was all the man could do to stand alone when he was 
taken away from there. I never saw him after that. I heard what became of 
him from some of the boys next day. 
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MEN BIT'fEN BY TH E Do·as. 

Hounds were kept there to catch prisoners trying to make their escape and 
our own men also. I saw them catch a man called" .l!'renchy." I was walking 
my post and I suppose some 300 yards off. I saw Captain vVirz and Reid, the 
provost marshal, and the man with the dogs, hunting up aud down befote they 
started on the man's tracle After a time thc dog's got on the trail and treed the 
man, and after that I saw Captain Wirz come down and heard a pistol or gun 
fired and saw the smoke rise. I was more than 300 yards from where they werc 
with the dogs. I heard the men halloo and the dogs making a fuss. I saw the 
smoke rise fi'om the gUll. I could not tell from what person the smoke seemed to 
rise, It was in the bushes and I could not see. I conld not say whether the 
man was hurt by the dogs only from hearsay. I saw the dogs running down 
the branch before they treed him. I did not sce them when they were at him 

, at all, 
THE RATIO:."IS. 

The food furnished the prisoners was very rough. I recollect one evening, 
when we were going on guard, on picket, we were all stopped in front of the 
north gate of the stockade to divide the men off into separate reliefs: a wagon 
load of peas or beans, as they call them, was going in and had stopped near us, 
and they smelt so bad that the boys told the driver to move on. One of the 
guard asked the black d~'iver, "Uncle, what are you going to do with those 
peas?" " I am going to take them inside," said the man. "Hell," said the 
guard, "no man can eat them; they stink too bad." The wagon drove off into 
the prison; the driver said, I, perishing men will eat anything." 

CONDI'fION OF THl': WATER. 

The stream that passed through the stockade was a stream that ran down 
between the first and second Georgia regiments and Furloir's battalion. I know 
where the bake-honse was situated; all the washings from it went right through 
'the stockade; also the washings from the camps. The" pits" used by the men 
were not five steps from the stream. I have passed them many times. I had 
means of observing from my sentry post tlle condition of the stream inside the 
stockade. It was very muddy for a length of time, but it became more sandy 
after a while; sometimes when it was rainy it was thick with mud and filth from 
the drainings of the camps. 

THE ORDERS TO THE SE:\ITRIES. 

Q. Have you heard the prisoners in the charge of Oaptain Wirz make state
ments to him or heard his replies at any time while you were on duty there? 

Objected to by counsel for the accused on the ground that the question was 
not confined to any particular matter alleged against the prisoner. 

'.rhe JUDGE ADVocATE'reminded the court that the allegation was continuous 
from a certain date to a certain date. 

After deliberation, the objection was overruled. 
A. I do not remember to have heard him say anything. I never received 

any orders from the prisoner. I never heard him give any orders with regard 
to the duties of the sentries. We received our orders from the sergeant down 
at the stockade; this was after we had been turned over for duty at the prison. 
I did not receive my orders from the officers commanding our regiment. 

THE s'rOCKS. 

I have seen several men in the stocks. I have seen some fastened by their 
feet and lying exposed to the heat of the sun and to the rain. I saw one man 
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faE'tened by the neck and with his arms extended, who had no hat on; I do 
not know how long he was in there. I never saw anyone in the stocks when 
they were sick, that I know of 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
saw men in the stocks some time in August; I saw them there a good many 

times in passing, on a number of days; I do not know whether it was the same 
persons that I saw there at all the times; there were some that appeared to be 
the same; the prisoners were not generally supplied with hats; a great many of 
them never had hats on at all; at that time it was not more unusual to see men 
in the stocks without a hat on than one out of the stocks without a hat. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

It was some time in August that I saw the hounds; it was the same occasion 
referred to bJr the lastwitness; I never saw another occasion but that; OUl'own men 
talked about it considerably; it was pretty generally talked of; I did not see 
the dogs bite. the man; I was not within 300 yards of him; he was a small 
Frenchman; I have no means of knowing whether he was ever touched by the 
dogs, nor by whom the shot was fired; I cannot tell whether the shot came from 
the tree or the ground; I heard the dogs making a noise; I did not sec the man 
afterwards that I know of; all I know of it is sirriply a casual observation made 
at the time; I said the dogs were there to catch our own men as well as prisoners; 
I mean by our own men, our soldiers. They could be used indiE'criminately to . 
catch either the one or the other-confederates or Union; I do not know how 
many dogs were there; I counted seven one day, when I saw them near the 
depot; I never saw but that one patch; they were our common fox-hounds; 
they were not at all ferocious; they were common plantation clogs, such as are 
round the houses, and that the children play with; they were not different h 
any respect from our .house-dogs; they were just small dogs. 

By the COURT:
 
I know the dogs were started in pursuit of thirteen men of the 2d Geo·rgia
 

regiment; the dogs were carried off; I do not know whether they ever struck'
 
the trail or not; they told me they were put on the trail; I did not see them
 
start.
 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE:
 
I did not see them start off; I did not hear them at any ti~e.
 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 
By COUNSEL: 

I think it was the last of July or the first of August when I saw those men in 
the chain-gang, about the same time that I saw the others in the stocks; I think 
there were ten in the chain-gang the day I gnarded them; I never saw thirteen 
in that lot; it may have been the lot of thirteen I have heard spoken of, for all 
I know; I have seen several lots, but twelve was the most I ever saw in a gang; 
I do not know for what they were put in the chain-gang; Inever heard. 

HEAL'fH 0:1" THE GARRISON. 

It was not healthy in our regiment while we were at Andersonville; a grea t 
many were sick-several died; it was what I call very unhealthy. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER . 

. I do not know who located the' sinks on thebanks of the creek; I do not 
know that Captain Wirz had anything to do with it; I have no reason to sup
pose he did. . 
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THE ORDERS TO THE SENTRIES. 

By the COURT: 
There was a sergeant in charge of the guard down at the stockade; I do not 

know to whom he reported; we had an officer of the day every day; I do not 
know his rank; I never paid any attention to him; it was sometimes one cap
tain and sometimes another. 

SEPTEMBER 1, 1865. 
CALVIN HUNEYCUTT, for the prosecution: 
I reside in Bibb county, Georgia; I was in the confederate service from April, 

1864, till April, 1865; I was on duty at Andersonville about five months, I 
reckon; I went there in May, 1864, and stayed until September or October, I 
believe. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

I know Captain Wirz; I have heard him abuse the prisoners and draw his 
pistol to shoot them; but I never saw him shoot anyone. I have seen him kick 
them, in July, I believe, for not standing up in ranks, when Captain Wirz was 
counting them off; the man was sick; he looked like it; I do not know what 
was the reason he did not stand up only that; he was not trying to escape. I 
have heard Captain Wirz threaten to shoot prisoners at the time he drew his 
pistol; it was when they were brought there to be put into the stockade; he 
was counting them off. There was one who did not stand up in the ranks, and 
the Captain drew his pistol and said he would shoot him if he did not stand up
right; he kicked him a little, not much; the soldier looked sick; I do not know 
what was the matter with him. . 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I recollect the man they called" Frenchi' trying to escape; he was caught 
, by the hounds; I saw him after he was caught; he was tOl'll by the hounds pretty 
badly, in the leg; I think it OCCUlTed in August; I do not know whether he 
was put in irons; I saw him when he was brought up to Captain Wirz's head. 
quarters. Captain Wirz was with him, as well as I can recollect, and the man 
who kept the hounds; I saw where the hounds tore the man; it had the ap
pearance of a dog-bite. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I guarded the prisoners in the chain-gang for one or two days and nights; 
I do not know how long the men were kept in the chain-gang without being 
relieved; they were in there every time I saw'them; I do not know that they 
were exactly the same men; I do not know how long anyone man was kept in 
the chain-gang; I have no idea; they were kept there while I was on guard; I 
was on guard twice a day and a night at a time; they were in there during that 
time; they were not changed during the time; I know of an instance whe~e 
one of them became very sick in the chain-gang; I know that the rest 
of the men who were chained to him complained of his being sick· and 
wanted him loosed, he bothered them so much in going out; I do not know 
how long he was kept in the chain-gang, nor what became of him. I did 
not see the chains taken off; I do not recollect any others confined in the 
stocks or chain-gang who were sickly; I t.hink that one of them had six men 
in it and the other had twelve in it; I recollect that they cut the chains off one 
prisoner andhe got away one night and he escaped, but they caught him and brought 
him back; I mean the man himself cut off the chains; I do not know of any 
instance when the rebel authorities had to cut off the chains by reason of their 
affecting the prisoner. 
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A PRISONER WHIPPED. 

I saw one of the prisoners whipped; I did not count the strokes, but to the 
best of my knowledge it was about twenty-five or thirty I do not know who it 
was that was whipped; he was a white man, a prisoner of war; I saw a man 
come from Captain Wirz's headquartel:s, who took him out and whipped him; 
I do not know his name; he was an officer; the whipping commenced right straight 
away after he came out; the officer walked down and carried the man off with a 
couple of guards; I did not hear the officer say anything at the time. He did 
il0t say by whose order the man was to be whipped; I was not close to him; I 
was about thirty yards away; the man was stripped and whipped on the bare 
skin, right upon his back; he was not tied up; he was whipped with a common 
size hickory, about four feet long; I do not know whether it was green or 
seasoned; they afterwards carried the man back and put him in the stocks; I 
never knew what they did with him after that; the man had blackened himself 
and tried to escape with the darkies when they went in carrying rations; I do 
not know of anything that was said at that time. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

The stoekade was very much crowdec1; the tents they had to stay in were 
made pretty much out of blankets and pine tops; it smelled vei'y badly; I was 
occasionally on picket; I was on picket on the outside of the stockade; I pre
ferred picket duty; it was the best on account of not having to stand so long; 
I never noticed particularly how far the offensive smell from the stockade reached. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

'l'he prisoners who died were buried in a trench, side by side, with the dirt 
thrown over them, with no covering, without any box; I should judge the trench 
was about two or three feet deep; I was standing on post one day when they 
were taking bodies out; they had been there so long that when they were brought 
out and put in the wagon they burst, something broke inside, and ran out of 
their mouths and noses and smelled very badly. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I think it was in July or August that the prisoners of whom I spoke as 

being counted off by Wirz came there; I cannot tell exactly which; to the best 
of my knowledge it was in the latter part of July; I do not know where they 
came from; I do not know how many came at that time; there was a right 
smart lot of them, there were a few hundred; I do not know how many; I cannot 
give any idea; I never saw Captain Wirz kick a prisoner but that one time; he 
kicked him very little then; I do not know whether it would have hurt me to have 
been kicked that way-it might; I should not like to have taken it; it was a shake 
to make the man stand up and behave himself; he jerked him and kicked him; I 
walked right off; that was all I saw. 

I was in the 3d Georgia reserves; I was on duty there somewhere about five 
months; I never saw any other act of cruelty than what I have mentiened. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I spoke of a man being torn by the dogs; he was torn in the legs; I saw h~s 
palllts torn and the flesh on the legs too; it was torn right smart; more than It 
might have been by the briars; I never saw a man's leg torn so much by briars; 
it was not the same kind of a tear; it looked as though it was torn by dogs; I 
did not see the dogs tear him; I do not know whether the man was locked up 
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any more; I did not see him any more; I did not see the dogs pursuing him; 
when I first saw the man after he came back he was between where he was 
caught and Oaptain Wirz's quarters; I don't think they kept the dogs to run 
after our soldiers as well as the prisoners; it was merely for the prisoners; I do 
not know about that. . 

A PRISONER WHIPPED. 

'1'he man who disguised himself as a negro escaped from the stockade; 1e ran 
the guard; he was detected at some distance and brought back; as well as I 
can recollect it W,lS in July when I saw that whipping, about the same time as 
the other incident I spoke of; not much difference; I never saw any other act 
of the kind during my five months there. '1'he man who was whipped had tried 
to make his escape by blackening himself; I saw the man who gave the whip
ping; it was the man who came from Oaptain Wirz's headquarters; I think he was 
an officer; I do not know his rank; I think he received about twenty-five or thirty 
blows with a hickory a little larger than those used for whipping boys at scho01
about three or four feet long; the man did not hollo much; he looked savage; the 
whipping did not start the blood; it seemed to hurt him a great deal; after he 
was whipped they brought him back and put him in the stocks; I never saw 
him afterwards; I never saw anything of Oaptain Wirz about that time; I do 
not know where he was; I think this was about the last of July; I do not know 
when Lieutenant Davis was on duty there; I did not know hIm. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I think it was in the latter part of August that the prisoner was whipped. 

THE CHAIN:-GA:\TG. 

By OOUNSEL: 
They had a chain-g'ang tent; the chain-gang was generally in a tent; they 

had a fly-tent; I do not know that they were protected from the weather as well 
as they could be, but I reckon that it was such as they had; it was not as 
good as our covering; their tenting was pine boughs and blankets; 'they had 
some few tents in the stockade; if they had not been in the chain-gang they 
would have been very comfortable there-better 'than in the stockade, I suppose, 
much better; the only hardsbip about it was their being in chains; I do not 
know that it was better for them having a tent in the chain-gang than being in 
the stockade under a blazing sun; I think I should rather not have a chain on. 
There was some difference between being in the stockade under the run and being 
in the chain-gang under a tent. 

CONDITIO;I/ OF THE PRISONERS 1:\1 THE STOCKADE. 

'1'he filth that was inside and outside, made the condition of the stockade so 
bad; I do not know whether it could or not be otherwise with such a crowd of 
prisoners there. It would have been better, of course, if there had been only a 
few there; I suppose if it had not been ovel'stocked there would have been 'room 
enough. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

I spoke of some men having been buried there; it was in August, I think. 
When I went over they were burying them, and I never went to the grave-yard 
after that. I do not know how many were buried there at that time; there were 
some eight or ten thousand, I think. The grave-yard was about three-fourths of 
a mile from the stockade. It was in a sort of northerly direction. I do not know 
whether they could get wagons to carry the dead when they wanted them or 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--'9 . 
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not. '!'hey carried them out in wagons. '.rhey had to carry a number at a· 
time. They carried as many as could lie in a wagon. '!'hey could not carry 
all at once. I do not know whether they had transportation enough to convey 
them. The bodies that I saw carried away came from the hospital. I did not 
see them taken from inside the stockade. I do not know whether it was the 
duty of the surgeons o~' Oaptain Wirz to look after those in the hospital. I never 
saw Oaptain Wirz meddling with those ontE'ide-never in my life. I never saw 
him commit any other act of violence than those I have referred to. He never 
hurt nor offended me in any way. I did not see the chain-gang at the time I 
saw Oaptain Wirz draw the pi6tol; that was another day. 

THI!1 CilAIN-GA"'G. 

SEPTEMBER 1, 1865. 
J AMES MOHAN, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the confederate service only as a private, I was afterwards 

elected a second lieutenant in the third Georgia reserves. I was on duty at 
Andersonville for about five months-May, J nne, July, August, September, and 
up to, I believe, the 13th of October, 1864. I was not much around the stock
ade. I was appointed assistant provost marshal for a time, and my business 
was with my own men, running up and down the trains, examining passports, 
&c. I had nothing to do with the prison except sending over prisoners that 
arrived there, and prisoners that had escaped and were caught and brought to 
the provost marshal's office. I would send my guard over to Oaptain Wirz's 
headquarters with the prisoners by order from the provost marshal. I did not 
receive any orders at all in regard to the treatment of prisoners. The disposi
tion of them was to turn them over to Oaptain 'Virz; that he had sole charge of 
them. I received orders on that subject from the provost marshal. He was 
under General Winder. Oaptain vVirz was then commander of the inner prison; 
he had charge of all the prisoners that came down there. I had something to 
do with p'utting chains on prisoners.. TIle prisoners were brought from Oaptain 
Wirz's headquarters to the provost marshal's office by a guard. The provost 
marshal ordered me to take charge of the guard up to the blacksmith's shop. I 
went up there with the prisoners to take charge of t.he guard, and to see also 
that the prisoners got their il;ons on. There was a verbal order on that subject. 
A sergeant of Oaptain Wirz came over with the prisoners from his office. It 
was to see that these men had balls and chains put on them and linked together 
with a sort of a collar around their neck and a chain attached to it. I took over 
thirteen men. The collars were not ready that day and I sent the men over 
again to Oaptain Wirz's quarters. 1 told a lieutenant under me to take them 
over 'and to state to (Japtain Wirz that the irons were not ready. Those were 
the orders I received from the foreman of the shop-to tell Oaptain Wirz that 
the irons were not ready. The next day the men were sent over there, but I 
did not take them. I saw them coming down the hill with balls and chains on 
them, linked together. 

I\IF.\' BITTEN BY TIlI!1 DOGS. 

When I was sending the prisoners over to Oaptain vVirz's headquarters a 
young man whom tlley called" Frenchy" escaped. He was not put in the gang 
afterwards. The gang consisted of twelve men. In the evening" Frenchy" 
was recaptured. vVhen this lieutenant who was under me carried the men over 
it was found that there were only twelve men. vVirz got on his horse and rode 
over. He said: "that damned Frenchy has escaped again; sena for the dogs." 
The dogs came and got on the trail of him and recaptnred him in the woods, or 
rather by the stream that ran by the stockade. Oaptain Wirz did not ride off 
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with the dogs; he got off his horse and walked. He went alongside the dogs; 
that 'is, when the dogs got down across the stream, the dogs went one way and he 
went another, along with Oaptain Reed, the provost marshal, searching fOl: this 
man. I was standing on a platform at the depot and I saw where he stood, and 
.heard the howling of these dogs around the tree. It seemed as inhe prisoner was 
up there. I did not see him. I looked around again to see where Oaptain Wirz 
was and I heard the report of a pistol and saw the flash. I should judge the 
flash came from Oaptain Wirz. After firing, they eaptured the prisoner and took 
him to the guard tent. I knov, that he was injured. I saw him a day or two 
afterwards. His pantaloons were torn on the leg and he looked sickly. I don't 
know whether his flesh was torn; I did not see. I cannot tell why he was not 
put in the chain-gang. I heard he was badly bitten from some of my brother 
officers there, after the affair happened, when we were talking about it. The dogs 
were common hounds. I believe there were a couple of them called catch-dogs; 
the others were hounds. 'rhe technicalnarp.e is fox-hound. They call some of 
them track-hounds there. I believe there are track-hounds and catch-dogs; I am 
not much acquainted in the dog line. One is very vicious by nature. I don't 
think the other is very dangerous. 'fhe catch-dog is vicious. 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

I very frequently heard Oaptain Wirz remark that he wished the prisoners 
were all in hell and he with them. Sometimes they would offend him 01' some
thing like that in his office-he would say it if any prisoners would make him 
angry around his quarters or around the stockade, or anywhere else where he 
was. There were a large lot of paroled prisoners outside-four or five hundred, 
I presume. I did noL hear him make use of any other remark. 

THE ORDERS '1'0 THE SENTmES. 

I was officer of the guard when I first went down there. That was before 
my assignment as assistant provost marshal. I received instructions from Cap
tain Wirz's adjutant at the stockade. He read the instructions to the guard and 
turned the papers over to me, or when I was relieved the next morning, to the 
officer who relieved me. The instructions in regard to the dead-line were that 
we were not to allow any of the prisoners to cross it; that if they crossed it they 
werR to be fired on by the sentinels. That was the substance of the instruc
tions. I did not have occasion to observe the condition of the prison very well 
while I was on duty there; it was a place I never liked to go into. 

MEN BITTEN BY THI<: DOGS. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL: 
Oaptain Wirz had charge of the prisoners. I should judge he was responsible 

for their safe-keeping. I do not know what would be done with him according 
to the rules of war if he allowed them to escape. There were sixty or seventy 
who escaped, and from what I learned there was nothing done with him. I do 
not know whether he was obliged by his orders and his position to secure every 
prisoner who attempted to escape. I never saw his orders. He was commander 
of the prison, and I suppose that was his duty. I never saw him commit any 
personal acts of violence except in the discharge of his duty of guarding and 
punishing the prisoners. I do not know what become of" Frenchy." I do not 
know whether he was one of those desperadoes who have been spoken of as being 
inside the stockade. I know nothing at all about his character. I never heard 
anything in regard to it only that he tried to make his escape six or seven times. 
When he made his last escape he was tracked by the dogs. I never knew of 
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Oaptain Wirz punishing him before. I do not know that I would have been 
obliged to use the dogs as he did if I was in Captain vVirz's place. I don't know 
what the orders were. I do not know tbat the dogs were kept there to track 
prisoners. I never knew of any other persons bringing in prisoners with dogs. 
I have seen persons bring them in in buggies. I don't know whether they 
caught them with dogs. I don't know that it is customary in the soutb for dogs 
to track people running away; I heal' it is so in plantations. I have spoken of 
" catch dogs." I don't know why they are called so. They are about the same 
size as the others. They look as if they were stronger. I diel not see any 
other dogs but this pack. 'I'urner had the dogs. He was a detailed soldier in the 
confederate service. 'rhe dogs were kept there for prison purposes I didn't 
see them when I first went there; they might have been there. I saw Oaptain 
Wirz after" Frenchy " Was caught going up the hill. I did not see him near 
him when he was caught. I attended to the provost marshal's duty then<. If a 
man ran away, or attempted to run away, it was my duty to pursue him. If 
he turned upon me to try to overpower me it was my duty to try to get the best 
of him. I would shoot him if it was necessary. If he would not stop when com
manded, my duty as a soldier would be to fire on him. I don't know if it would 
be Oaptain Wirz's duty to fire on him or order him to be fired on, if he was 
running away ii'om him; I cannot answer that question. In pursuing the man, 
it would certainly have been my duty to fire on him if he did not stop; the dogs 
bad. this man at bay. It was more gentle to bring him at bay with the dogs 
than to fire at him and kill him. 

THREATS OF WHIZ. 

I ~annot say how Oaptaln Wil'z came to make such an expression ::IS I have 
quoted. He appeared angry. It was a laborious task to take care of those 
prisoners. I cannot tell whether it was a very laboriou,~ task j from the ap
pearance I 8hould suppose it was. It was a very vexatious task. I would not 
have liked to have it. I don't think anybody was ambitious of having the sitn
ation. . 

Q. Did not all these means you have mentioned have to be resorted to to 
keep these prisoners there 1 

'rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to the quesUon, on the ground that it con!d 
only elicit the witness's opinion. 

The COURT, after deliberation, sustained the objection. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

SEPTEi\IBER 1, 1865. 
SAMUEL HALL, for prosecution; 
I reside in Macon county, Georgia. I have lived there during the rcbelliol), 

ten miles from Andersonville. I visited the prison at Andersonville frequently, 
from August, 1864, till April, 1865. I observed the condition of the prison at 
a distance, neal' enough to give an opinion with regard to the condition of the 
prison. When I first saw it in the month of August it was literally cramme,d 
and packed; there was scal'cely room for locomotion. It was destitute of shelter, 
as well as I could judge, and at that time there was it great mortality among the 
prisoners. I met Oaptain Wirz ,,,hile I was there. I infer that he was in com
mand of the prison ii'om circumstances which I can state to the court. When 
I saw him he was writing in an office that had a sign above tbe door of it "Oom
mandant of the Interior Prison." I visited the prison in December, 1864, and 
obtained from him an order to do so, in the same office where I saw him before. 
I don't know that I saw him do anything' during the mouth of August. Subsequent
ly to that I saw him drawing requisitions for rations, and at a subsequent date I 
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heard a surgeon complain to .him that the g'uard at the prison would not admit him 
without Captain Wirz's pass. Captain Wirz replied that the guard did right. 
that he had no business in there without his pass. I don't recollect that the 
placal'd which I saw with the words I, Commandant of the Interior Prison" 
stated who was the commandant. I cannot fix the date in August when this 
occurred. 

THE SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS I'J GEORGIA IN 1863 A:'JD 1864. 

I know of a rule in the southern confederacy during the rebellion in regard 
to levying tithes of products; there was an act of the confederate congress that 
required one-tenth of all the farm products to be paid in as a tax. It ·was com
pHed with pretty generally. There was a considerable amount of provisions 
accumulated in tlmt way. There was a considerable amount of cotton acquired 
in that way. The second year of the war, however, there was in Georgia an act 
of the legislature passed, prohibiting any man from planting more than two 
acres of cotton to the hand, that would have made the products larger than they 
would have been otherwise, if the season had been favorable. In 1864, the sea
son was very disastrous. There were very heavy rains during June, and subse
quently there was a protracted drought and a slender crop was made through
ont all southwestern Georgia. My business callecl me through that part of the 
country; I passed t.hrough it frequently. The government had a butcher-pen 
in Oglethorpe, at which I think in the winter of 1863-'64 they slaughtered some 
5,000 head of hogs, perhaps a less num bel'. In the winter of 1864-'65 pork was 
slaughtered there; what amount I don't precisely remember. 'rhe only other 
commissary's or quartermaster's stores that they had there, that I k;now of, 
were those received from the tithes, which were bacon, corn, oats, fodder, wheat, 
peeled peas, ground peas, perhaps simp, and I think there was a commutation 
allowed for sweet potatoes that ought to have been paid as tithes. 'l'hey were 
a bulky article and difficult to keep. That is the reason the commutation was· 
allowed. These accumulations were in every county in the State which was 
not in the hands of the enemy; there was a tithe agent in every county. I fre
quently visited other county towns; my profession carried me to them. I noticed 
stores and sturehouses. They were not generally very full; the stores were 
hauled off as rapidly as they were gathered to the railroad depots, and sent to 
the armies of Tennessee and Virginia. Oglethorpe is about ten miles from An
derson ville. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONRRS IN THE STOCKADE. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL. 
I reside at Oglethorpe, in :Macon county; it is northward from Andersonville. 

I was at Andersonville several times in August; I don't know how many times. 
I did not notice the prison every time I was there; I only saw it at a distance 
then. I never was inside the prison until last December; it was at that time lit
erally crammed. I can form no estimate of how many were inside except from 
what the officers told me. I never saw men as closely packed as they wpre. 
only know from what General Winder told me as to how they came to be there 
at that time. 

Q,. What was that? 
The JUUGE ADVOCATE objected to the question, on the ground that General 

Winder's name hall not been mentioned in the examination-in-chief. 
The COURT after deliberation, overruled the objection. 
A. General Winder stated to me that that prison was built for the accommo- 

elation of about 10,000 men j that before it was completed the prisoners at Rich
m9nd and other points in Virginia were extremely unsafe, by reason of Dahl

I 
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green's and Kilpatrick's raid; they were rushed out from Libby, Belle Island 
and elsewhere, and put into that prison. He regretted that it was so crowded; 
he wanted to build otber prisons, and stated that be was proceeding to do it as 
rapidly as the means at his command would enable him to do so. 

He spoke about the deficiency of his means; he stated that he could not get 
the timber, that he could not get the labor, \hat he had impressed all the saw
mills in that country that he couJd impress; tlJat he had got timber from every 
quarter where he could get it, and that he could not (wen furnish thosn who 
were there with shelter.. On one occasion he came to me stat.ing that there were 
several vacant houses in my town, ana asked me if I would be good enough to 
endeavor t.o make a contract with the owners of those houses for him, so that a 
portion at least of the sick at Andersonville, might be accommodated. I en
deavored to do so, bnt could not succeed, and I reported that fact to General 
Winder. Throughout the south transportation was, during the war, notoriously 
deficient.· He did not say that Captain vVirz hindered him in carrying out that. 
benevolent design; he did not say that Captain Wirz had anything to do with 
it. I got a pass to go inside the stockade. I wanted to buy a gold pen, and 
went far enough in there to satisfy myself that I could not accomplish the ob
ject of my mission, and I came out; that was in December last. ! thought there 
might be something of that sort there, and for that reason I got permission and 
went in. It was certainly necessary to have that pass system. If he had al
lowed intercourse with the prisoners from everybody outside, I don't suppose he 
could have kept them there very long. 'I'hat I think must be obviolls. 

By the COURT: 
I ain not a native of Georgia; I am a native of South Carolina, but I have 

resided in Georgia for thirty years. I do not know whether there is in that part 
of the country a period of the year which is called the rainy season. I have 
seen floQds of rain thereat almost all seasons of the year, and have seen very 
protracted droughts. So far as I saw, the prisoners inside the st.ockade at An
dersonville hl!-d no shelter at all except such as they made themselves by dig
ging holes and putting up blankets. I did not see the camps of any of the 
troops stationed there to guard the prison; I never went int.o the camps. From 
the toad I have seen log huts, brush arbors, and things of that sort put up, now 
and then a fly, and occasionally a tent; so far as I observed, those troops had 
shelter; I don't say it was proper shelter; they had more shelter than the pris
oners. 

_ By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
You have related what was said to you in conversat.ion, by General vVillder. 

Do you know anything of the trut.h of the statements made by him? 
A. I do not; I have no personal knowledge of 'it. 

THE SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS IN G80RGIA IN ~S63 A:'I]) 1864. 

By COUNSEL: 

The payment of one-tenth, of which I have spoken, was very rigidly en
~Ol·ced. '1'~e officers went around and collected it; Ilnd if they could not collect 
It voluntanly fro~ the p~anters, they resorted to legal process to do it.. '1'he 
officers had very httle gOIl1g round to do; the people very generally complied 
with the requisition without putting them to the trouble of going around; it 
was only here and there that any default was made. I do not think that the 
one-tenth which they impressed in that WilY could have supplied the CI10r·mous 
wants of the confederate government; I know it could not.. I know that they 
purchased, anel beyond that they impressed; and beyond thllt there was an act 
of congress allowing an exempt.ion to men who owned a certain number of 
hands, and those meil were reqnired to fnrnish so much beef and so much pork 



TRIaL OF HENRY WIRZ. 135 

for each hand, and to sell all their surplus agricultural products to the govern
JDent at a price fixed by the government commissioner; and with all those ad
vantages the rations of our soldiers in the field were very frequently deficient. 
I never looked into the condition of the commiasariat at Andersonville, and I 
do nat know what it was. I very frequently knew requisitions to be made on 
the tithe agent there by quartermasters who were sending provisions to the 
armies of northern Virginia and Tennessee; I knew these requisitions to be made 
when he had nothing. I dou't think they were ever regularly filled after that 
tithe law. I don't know that there was any necessity for neglecting Ander
sonville, 01' that there was any want of transportation; and I don't know that 
the provisions there were short, for I know nothing about the commissariat there. 

By the OOURT : 

1~hat portion of Georgia has never been a hog-raising country, but since this 
war commenced there has been an entire revolution in its agriculture. Northern 
Georgia has been a hog-raising and stock-raising country. It is not a pi'oper 
country to put up bacon unless yon have very good salt to put it up with, such 
salt as we could not get during the stringency of the blockade. We always 
wait for cold weather in which to put it up, and then we do it with the very 
best salt we can get. . 

SEPTEMBER 2,1865. 
O. S. BELUHER, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United States; in the 16th Illinois 

cavalry. I was a prisoner at Andersonville from the 8th March to the 8th 
September, 1864. I was there prior to Oaptain vVirz's arrival there. I think 
he came about the last of March or the first of April; I think it was in April 
that he came there and took charge of the prison., . 

SHOOTING OF A PRlSO:-lER BY WlRZ'S ORDER. 

I saw Oaptain Wirz order one man shot there one day, and the guard shot 
him; I did not see him do it, blIt I heard him. It was a JDan that was a 
cripple and went on a crutch. Oaptain Wirz was in the stockade and this. man 
went up to him, and wanted 11im to take him outside. Oaptain vVirz would not. 
do it, and finally this cripple went over the dead-line, and said he would rather 
be shot than stay there, and begged the guard to shoot him. The guard would 
not shoot him, and Oaptain Wirz went outside the stockade. There was a 
large crowd inside the stockade; pretty soon I heard Wirz halloo to the sentry 
on the post. He was outside the stockade ina little kinQ of canal which they 
used to drive into the stockade. I heard him tell him if the man did not go back 
over the dead-line, the guard .was to shoot him. The guard told the man to go 
back; he did not, and was shot. The ball took effect in the jaw and passed 
down through the breast. A few minutes after Wirz came on the ~op of the 
stockade and threatened that if we did not go to our quarters, he would fire 
upon us and shoot some more of us. The man that was shot was called 
"Ohickamauga." 1'hat happened at the south gate. I do not exactly remem
ber tbe month. I think it was some time in June. vVe ne\'er paid any attention 
to such things there in regard to dates. It was hard for us to tell whether we 
were going to live to get out. The crippled man had lost one of his legs; he 
went on a crutch. 

WIRZ SHOOTS AT A PRISONER. 

I saw Oaptain Wirz me his revolver. After he took command, we were 
called up and counted off in hundreds. I was serg-eant of a hundred. There 
was a man belonging to my hundred who IJad got away. Oaptain Wirz had 
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threatened that if any man left the ranks, he would shoot him. This man left 
the ranks. He was sick, and was not able to stand up. ThE'Y kept us standing 
there in the hot suu all day, and would not allow any of us to go to get water 
or anything else. 'l'his man started to go out of the ranks and Wirz pulled out 
his revolver and fhed at him. The ball went through the top of his hat, but 
did not hit him. . 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

After we got to Andersonville we were divided off into detachme.nts of' two 
hundred and seventy. making divisions of ninety men. There was a sergeant 
placed at the head of each ninety, and the sergeants were subject to Captain 
1Virz's orders. Every man had to be present at roll-call, and if a man escaped, 
or if the sergeant did not give an account of him satisfactory to the rebel ser
geants when they called the roll, he was taken out and put in the stocks for it. 
That prevented many men from making their escape. It was difficult in the 
crowded state of the stockade for the men to be present at all times. They 
gave us a small piece of ground for the ninE'ty, staked off; it was so small that 
it was not suitable ahd the men could not stay on it, and we had to scatter all 
over the stockadE', and stay where we could get a chance. Ifa man was absent 
from roll-call the result would be that the rations would be cut off-the rations 
of the whole ninety, till the man was found; they were kept standing there; 
they were kept standing for two days, I remember when rations were cut off; 
on the 3d, 4th, and 5th of July there was not a ration brought into the stockade 
at all. 

CONDITION OF THE PRI::;ONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

'Vhen first we went there the stockade was very small; one side of it was 
not done. After the Wilderness prisoners were brought up, and all the prisoners 
from Cahawba, and Selma, and Danville, carrie they were all put in there, and 
the'prison was not sufficient. There was hardly room enough for the men to 
stand up. They went to work then and enlarged the north side of the stockade. 
I should think that when we first went there, there were about twelve or fiftep.iI 
thousand in the prison, and then it was so small that it would not accommodate 
the men. They enlarged it and it was still too small; they kept running 
prisoners in on us all the time. At one time there were forty-two thousand 
prisoners all in the stockade. There were probably eighteen or twenty acres of 
ground in the stockade, including swamp. and all. ' 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

I heard Captain Wirz say that he could kill more Yankees there than they 
were killing at the fi·ont. I suppose he was excited and angry with some of the 
men who had said something to him. He got so at the last that he dare not come 
over on our side of the prison at all. He could not come unless he had 300 or 
400 men with him. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw men shot On the dead-line or crossing it; I have seen a number of men 
shot. I have seen 25 or 30 killed in that way, shot in different places around 
the stockade; some were over the dead-line, and some were shot who were not 
near it. 

SHOOTING OF A PRISONER BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

Cross-examined by OOUNSEL : 

I cannot remember exactly in what month it was that I saw this man who 
was a cripple shot; it was in the summer season. I cannot tell any nearer than 
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that. It might have been in the month of Angnst or it might not. I went there 
in the month of March. I went away from there on the 8th of September. I 
cannot tell how long it was before I went away from there that I saw this 
cripple shot, because I do not know. I cannot give yon any idea what month 
it was. I cannot tell whether it was nearer to the time I went away than it 
was to the time I went there; I PaW the man shot, I am sure of that. He was 
inside the dead-line near the south gate. He had been round the dead-line, 1 
should think, 15 or 20 minutes. 'rhe sentry stood at the gate-on the post 
where he always stood. I do not know how long I saw the cripple walking 
round there inside the dead-line; .I did not notice; I think 15 or 20 minutes. 
I saw the sentries standing there always-day and night. I should think JP.Y 
eye was always upon him. I diel not know but I might get hit. I did not see 
,this sentry always; but I saw sentries there. I saw this sentry before the man 
was shot-I should think aLont 10 minutes. The sentry was looking at the 
man before he fired the shot. I heard him say to the man he wanted him to go 
back over the line, that he did not want to shoot him. The man did not 
seem to. obey him. There were a number of other men near the dead-line; 
probably from 150 to 200. I did not hear any of them try to persuade the 
man to retul'\l from inside the dead-line. I cannot tell what the men said. I 
cannot remember all the conversation that was had there. 'I'hey stood there 
and looked at the man; no one did anything. 1 should think they stood there 
15 minutes and looked at that man without saying or doing anything. I don't 
know whether they were mute or not, they did not say anything. They dare 
not attempt to do anything to get the man back, for fear of being killed them
selves. You don't suppose the men were going over there inside the dead-line 
to get shot themselves. I mean to say, we dared not go over there to get him 

. away. I do not kuow that I heard anyone tell him to come back. I heard the 
sentry tell him to come back; I thoug'ht it was the sentry's business. I don't 
know what you call desperadoes. There were snch men there as desperadoes
troublesome characters. I should not think he belonged to that class. He was 
a foolish, simple man,. with one leg, on crutches; he would not be a very good 
man to steal, I should think. I did not hear him tell the sentinel that his com
rades were clubbing him. He might have said it, and I might not have heard 
it. I do not think any of us were very well clad. The rebels took what stuff 
we had; we were not fUl'\lished with any thing by any of the authorities after 
we were captured. IVe had clothes on, some of us, and some did not. So far 
as I can testify of myself, I had some clothes on. I saw men there without any 
hats OIl. I cannot say that nearly all of them were without hats; the general 
feature of the camp was that the men were all ragged, and lI~sty, and dirty, 
and lousy; that will take the whole thing in. I did not uotice whether the man 
who was shot had a hat on 01: not. I did not say that the bullet went through 
his hat. That was another case. I cannot say that I saw Oaptain Wirz by the 
sentinel when the seutinel fired. In the caSR of this cripple. I heard him tell 
the sentinel to shoot him, that is all. Oaptain Wirz was then outside the stockade, 
I was inside. I saw him go out of the stockade, and I Ileard his voice; I could 
tell it anywhere, I have heard it so much. I think he was standing near the 
post when he gave that order. I saw him come up there by the sentry after the 
man was shot, and he told us that if we did not go back, he would shoot some 
more of us. When that occurred there was no more disturbance than there 
usually was. 

WIRZ SHOOTS AT A PH ISON ER. 

The man who had the hat on, who was shot, belonged. to my hundred. '.rhat 
was in the north part of the stockade. It was not near the dead-line at· all. It 
was before the dead-line was put in there. It was after Oaptain Wirz came 
there. It was the first day I ever saw Oaptain Wirz inside the stockade. I 
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think it was in Mai'ch or April. I had been there two or thr.ee weeks. The 
mm was not hurt; it scared him a little. ''1'hat was after the Wilderness and 
the Danville and the Oahawba prisoners came there. I think it was in June, 
but it may have been in May. There were 42,000 prisoners there after the 
Spottsylvania fight, when Grant's men got there. I think it must have been 
in June-o-through the months of June, July and .August. That was when the 
42,000 prisoners were there. .There were but 28,000 prisoners there in May. 
The 42,000 were thAre during the months of June, July, and August. 

CONDITION OF TEg PIUSONERS IN THE STOCKADE. I 

While the 42,000 prisoners were there, we had no room. There was plenty 
of ground there, and they could have built it larger stockade. It was not pos
sible, with so mans. prisoners in the stockade, to have room in such a hole as 
that. I do not knOW that Oaptain Wirz had anything to do with sending more 
prisoners there; I suppose the confederate authorities captured them; ,Virz 
did not capture them, and he had to put them somewhere. I suppose. he was 
obliged to do the best he could with so many prisoners there. He might have 
given us more room; and he might have given us a chance to got outside, aJ;ld 
to build sheds; then we cOl,ld have stood it. 'There were abont 175 acres of 
ground there. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

I was deprived of rations all the time for three days. '1'here was not a 
ration brought in there for any of us; there was none that I saw. That was 
the 3d, 4th, and fith of July, 1864. I saw no rations brought inside the 
stockade during those days. I had charge of one hundred men, and if there 
had been any there, I should have been likely to have got some of them. I 
saw rations in there i the overplus that the men had traded with the guards 
for, The prisoners had no rations brought in to them, dnring those three days, 
not that I saw, from the cook-house, nor from anywhere else. That was where 
all the rations had to come from. 

SHOOTL\'G OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I have seen men shot there almost every day. I saw prisoners killed there in 
every month, all around the stockade. I do not suppose there was it month, 
while I was there, but what some of our men were shot. I saw it. I saw a 
man killed there in June, right where ,ve got water, and in .Tuly I saw two 
shot there one afternoon, right where we were getting water. That was in.June. 
I don't know what part of June. It was about the middle of June. I expect 
the sentries shot them. I saw the sentries fire at them; I did. not see the balls 
hit them. I saw the men fall. I should think they were killed; they had the 
tops of their heads blown off. That was right in the centre where we got our 
water, between the north and the south side, in the slough-about the centre. 
It was very near the dead-line. I saw other men shot in different places all 
around. I have seen men shot right in the crowd. I saw one man shot at the 
north gate when he was going out after wooel. 'That was inl'iIay, I think. I 
cannot tell what part of May. it might have been the midelle, the last or first . 

. 'There were a number of men shot there; I can name one I saw shot on the east 
side of the stockade. He was lying in a tent anel he happened to throw his arm 
outside the dead-line, and the guarel pullec1 up and shot him. '1'hat was in Au
gust, after the prisoners came. froni. Petersburg. I think it was the middle of 
August. I have 110 recollectIOn of the day. I cannot tell what day of the week 
it was. The man who was shot was in a tent made of blankets. I happened to be 
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up there with some of my friends; not in the same tent; in a tent a little way 
from it. I did not see him throw his arm out before the shooting, I heard the 
other boys in the tent say it. I saw the man and I saw him shot, but I did not 
see him throw his arm out. I saw the sentry shoot. He was OIl his post. I 
should think the sentry was nearly opposite where the mall was. I saw him 
shoot-1 do not know what position he was in. 'l'he ball hit the man ill the 
head. '1'here was no covering to the tent; it was a blanket set upon sticks. I 
expect he was shot because he threw his arm out j that is as good a reason as they 
could give for it after it was done. I told you I did not see him when he put 
his arm out under the dead-line, but I saw the sentry fire at him.. I did not see 
the ball hit him. A man must have pretty good eyesight to see a ball strike 
another man. I saw the man after he was drawn out; about a minute and a 
half after, I expect; he was dead. I think this was in tho middle ofAugust. I 
can tell you of instances that happened there. I was not near them when they 
were shot, but I have seen them carried ant. 'rhe others that I have spoken of 
were shot in tho stockade tIle same as the others. Another was shot in the hos
pital before the hospital was moved ontside the stockade. The hospital when 
inside the stockade was located on tho north side of tho stookade. It was up on 
the hill, not very near the brook. The man was trading with some guards over 
the line when they shot him. Over the lino they had marked out there what they 
called. the dead-liuo. He was not trading with the gual'(ls on the other side of 
.the line; there was another man trading, and the guards fired at them. I saw 
the guards on their posts before they fired. '1'hey fired at them, that's all. I 
did not see them do anythingjust before they fired. I did not hear them say 
anything; they never used to say anything; they used to draw up and let it 
drive. This man died in a little while afterward. I did not see him die. I 
saw him at the time he was shot, and saw ldm carried into the hospital, the one 
in tht; stockade. One of the surgeons attended him. I cannot tell what month 
that was. I cannot tell when it was. It was before I went away, of course, 
not afterwards. 1 cannot tell whether it was nearer the time I went away or 
nearer the time I went there. I have lIO idea when it was. I can mention 
another instance of shooting; I saw a man shot near the south gate. That was 

,when we were getting some sick out. I do not know what month it was. I 
have no idea in what month it was; I saw the man shot therc; I did not keep 
dates when I was there. I callnot tell yon anything about what ue was doing. 
I did not see him immediately before he was shot; ho was in the crowd. The 
guard fired into us and the man was shot. The guard was standing on the sen
try post, the one at the gate. It was on the north side of the south gate. 'rhe 
man was Rtanding down in the crowd; we were getting the sick out; the guard 

. was standing up in the sentry post. I did not notico anything about the guard 
before he fired; I heard the report of tho gun, and I saw the man drop, and I 
saw the guard taking his gun up after he had fired. There were probably eight 
or nine hundred trying to get the eick men out. I do not remember whether 
there was any unusual disturbance. I was busy trying to get my eick men 
out, and I do not kllow what was said. All that I saw was that the men took 
him outside of the stockade and he was dead. There was abullet-hole through 
the man's head after he was shot; the man shot was not siok-he was a healthy 
~an; I know he was a healthy-looking man; I do not know whethor he was 
SICk or not; he was not close to me, wo were standing" in a crowd all together. 
H~ was carried by me; I helped to carry him out. I cannot tell in what week 
or III what month this was; I cannot tell anything about it. I saw other men 
.s~ot there. I saw a man shot at the creek just below my tent. My tent was 
nght there next to the creek on what we called Water street. It was down next 
to the slough; it was the last tent before you got to tho bridge near the stock
a.de-the bridge made of stockade timber, which runs through from the north 
sille of the slough to the south side. The slough was very· small; it probably 
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took up six or seven acres of ground, that you could not tent on, and across it 
was the bridge running north and south. '1'he man was shot right alongside of 
the bridge, while getting water; the bridge was near to the dead-line, and the 
men used to come down to the bridge to get water from above it, because below 
the bridge the water was not fit to use. The water ran under the bridge. 
'1'here was not a portion of the brook covered by this bridge or corduroy road; 
the bridge was only large enough for a man to walk across. The watcr ran 
under it, and we had to get between there and the dead-line, and frequently the 
men would get their heads over the line and the guards would shoot them. 
A number of men were killed there. I cannot tell how many; I have seen 
them taken out almost every day. They were shot all the time we were there, 
in different months; some in May and Junc, and July and August, and some 
in September. I saw one man shot there on the 12th July; he belonged to the 
tenth Illinois cavalry. His name was Sherrard; a sentry shot him. I tell you, 
as I told you before, that men were shot right down at the brooks every day, 
or every two or three days. I could !,lot tell you who they were or anything 
about it. It got to be .90 common a thing that wc paid no attention to it. I 
have told you all I know about it. I cannot designate the day or the month 
when they were shot; I did not pay any attention to it. I can tell you, as I 
did before, that I saw men shot at the creek getting water, but I cannot tell you 
the month or day. We did not pay any attention to it; it was an every-day 
occurrence, and all we looked out for was not to get hit ourselves. I told you 
one regiment to which a man belo'nged who was shot. I cannot tell any other. 
I saw the men shot; I saw the guards fire and I saw the men carried out of the 
prison. Some of the men who were shot went out to the hospital, and some 
were killed dead. I cannot tell wllether the men got well who went to the hos
pital, because we were not allowed any eommnnication with men outside in the 
hospita1. All these men were killed by sentinels, of course. I havc seen 
Captain 'Virz round the sentinels when they fired. 

SEPTEMBER 2, 1865. 
JAMES K. DAVIDSON, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United States; I was in the 4th Iowa 

cavalry; I was taken prisoner August 16, 1863; I was taken to Belle island; 
I remained there till February 26, 1864; I was taken from there to Anderson
ville; I arrived there on the 8th of March, 1864; I think Dr. White was then 
in command of tbe prisoners; Oaptain Wirz was not there at that time; I think 
he came there about the last of March or the first of April. 

CONDITION OF TH~: PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I staid in the stockade at Andersonville till the 11th of May; it was in a 
pretty filthy condition then; the slough running' through there was very 
filthy .it).deed; the health of the prisoners was very poor; I saw them dying 
there every day; before I went away there were, I think, fifteen or twenty 
thousand prisoners there; when I went in there were not more than thf'ee 
or f01:1r thousand; Captain Wirz was in command when I went out of the 
stockade; I saw ]Jlent.y of vermin in the stockade. 

TREATME:'IIT OF 'fHE DEAD. 

Many prisoners died in the stockade. The hospital was then within the stock
ade; the dead men were carried on stretchers out to the gate. and from there 
they were hauled to the graveyard in wagons. Part of the time I was employed 
outside the stockade chopping wood, and part of the time driving a wagon from 
the hospital to the graveyard; I drove a wagon to the graveyard a little over a 
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week; not two weeks, I think; there were two teams of us driving; we would 
each have from 50 to 75 men per day; we would throw them in the wagon just as 
we would wood; sometimes there were 20 or 25 at a load; we drove the same 
wagons back to the stockade loaded-sometimes with wood for the prisoriers, 
sometimes with rations. We would go by way of tIle depot sometimes and get 
rations in .the same wagon in which we carried dead bodies; those were the 
orders, I believe, from the quartermaster or the man who had charge of the teams; 
I bel ieve lJis name was Duncan; I think he was an officer; he had charge of the 
cook· house. 

THB RATIO[\'S. 

vVe drew these rations from the Andersonville station: from the depot; I was 
there neady every day; I saw a storehouse there; I should judge it was, from 
100 to 150 feet long, and not over 40 feet wide; it contained cornmeal, bacon, 
beans; rice, and f10Ul'; it was pretty well filled at the time I saw it 't there seemed 
to be a pretty plenty there; I saw any quantity of vinegar at that station, in 
barrels; I do not remember the quantity; I have seen a good m~ny barrels of 
vinegar anc1 also sorghum molasses; the ration of vinegar to the prisoners was, I 
think, about a barrel to every thousand men for ten days; an ordinary size 
barrel. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

I saw boxes of clothing and other articles sent by the sanitary commission; 
. I saw them at the depot and at Captain Wirz's headquarters; I saw mostly 

dried beet' and dried apples, fruit of almost all descriptions; I ·saw clothing; I 
never saw either clothing or rations of that kind issned to the prisoners; I have 
seen rebels wearing the clothes; I have seen them using our blankets and shirts, 
and also shoes that I knew were ours; I never saw them using the rations; I 
'have seen Captain Wirz make use of some of those articles: I have seen him. 
use some of the crackers and cheese and dried beef at bis' office; I saw boxes 

. lying there containing sanitary stores that were not good; I saw them in August 
or about the 1st of September; they had been there all summer, 1 believe; I 
saw the same boxes previously; I think I have seen at the depot as high as four 
or five hundred boxes of different sizes from the sanitary commission; I knew 
that those boxes contained sanitary goods because they were marked" U. S." 
I saw boxes so marked opened and they contained articles of the sanitary com
mission. ' 

THE POSS1BIL1TY OF MAI{J;'-iG SHELTER FOR THE PRISONER;,;. 

There was some lumber about the stockade ",;hen I was there; there was 
lumber there in August; I oannot give the quantity; I don't know how many 
teams there were at the post; there were more than forty, I should think; they 
were mule teams-generally four to six mules to a team; there were plenty of 
axes at the post j there was an axe factory at the depot, and axes were made 
there-not very good ones, but they would do very well; they were better than 
none. 

THE SUPPLY OF VEGETABLES NEAR ANDERSO:"/V1LLE. 

I have seen vegetables grown there and some brought to market; they were 
roasting-ears, green peas-almost all kinds of vegetables; I saw peaches and 
melpns, Irish potatoes and sweet potatoes, cabbage and collards; I don't know 
in what quantities I saw them; they.were brought in there by the citizens almost 
every day; they were brought in to sell; they sold them to the prisoners once 
in a while on the sly; they bad orders', I suppose, not to sell it; if they had 
been caught at it I suppose tb,y would have been punisll'ea. 
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THE eHA/X-GANG. 

I saw the chain-gang; I have seen from twelve to fourteen men in the chain
gang; it was a common thing to see the men in the chain· gang; I never saw 
men in the chain-gang under a tent; they were kept ont in the hot sun; I saw 
one man die in the chain-gang; I believe he was buried with the iron collar round 
his neck; this was in August,. I think, the first part of the month; I do not 
know the man's name. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I saw hounds there; there were six to nine that I saw every morning; they 
w,ere used for catching prisoners, I suppose; they had them after them several 
times; there were two kinds o( dogs, the hound and the catch dog, as he was 
called,; I guess he was a bull terrier or something of that kind; he resembled 
that somewhat; I don't know why he was called a " catch dog." He was more 
ferociolls than the hounds; -I saw one man who had beeu bitten by the dogs; 
be was bitten iu the legs; the calf of his leg was torn pretty nearly off; I saw 
Captain Wirz there at the time; I did not see what became of the man; I don't 
know whether he died or got well; I do not know his name. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw two men shot there by the guards; I do not know the names of either .. 
of them; it was down on the east side of the stockade near the branch; the man 
had been washing his clothes and was hanging them on the guard line to dry; 
one of the garments blew over the dead-line; he reached through to pick it up, 
when the guard fired and shot him; I think it was the last of March or the first 
of April, 1864. The other case happened on the north side of the stockade; the 
mart reached through the dead-line to pick up some crumbs of bread that had 
been thrown out there, and he was shot; he was killed. 'rhe. other man was 
killed instantly; he was shot in the breast; the second man was shot in the 
head; I do not know his name; I heard fired shots of which I did not see the 
effects; I suppose the shots were fired by the sentinels'; it was a very frequent 
occurrence. 

A PRISONER SHOT BY WlRZ. 

I saw' Captain Wirz shoot a man; it was about the first of April,.r think, 
shortly after he took command there; Captain Wirz was coming in the south 
gate one day; a sick man, as I took him to be, a lame man, asked Oaptain Wirz 
something, and Oaptain Wirz turned round and shot him; the man died. 

WIRZ BOASTS THAT HE IS KILLING MORE YANKEES THAN L/m. 

I have heard Oaptain Wirz ~ay that he was killing mor!" damned Yankees there 
than Lee was at Richmond. That was said in August; he was in my wagon at 
the time; I had been to the graveyard with the dead men. 

PRISONERS STARVED TO DEATH. 

I have seen men who were starved to death, thousands of them, inside the 
stockade; I saw men eating food that they took from the ground; I have seen 
men pick up and eat undigested food that had passed through other men; they', 
would find it all through the camp; it came from men who were not able to go 
to the slough, and they would find it all through the camp. 
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CONDITION OF THR PRISON ERR IN THE STOCKADE. 

Cross examined by COUNSEL: 
I was taken to Andersonville, in the first instance, from Belle island; I should 

judge there were three or foul' hundred taken there with me; some four hundred 
started, but a few of them died on the road; I was in a healthy condition when 
I was taken there; most of the others were; I do not think there were more 
than ten or fifteen of my sqnad sick. "Ve got there some time in the night, and 
were kept in the depot; next morning they put us on a sand bank at the stock
ade, and after a while we marched down directly into the stockade. I was not 
very well clad when I got there; most of us had been prisoners all winter, and 
were pretty nearly run out; they did not take anything away from us at' Ander
sanville; we had nothing to be taken; I was in the stockade from the 8th of 
March to the 1 I th of May. , 

THE SUPPLY OF 'WOOD. 

When I went out I went directly to Captain Wirz's headquarters; I did not 
do anything there; he gave me a little piece ofpaper ; I suppose it was a parole, but 
I, did not consider it so; I then went to work chopping wood; there were twelve 
chopping wood with me; I guess there were no others besides my squad chop
ping wood; I did not know any; we cut wood all round the stockade; we cut 
it for the bake-house, and some little for the prisoners when we could; we were 
at work all the time; I did not know of any colored men there chopping wood. 
Captain Wirz gave us orders that. we should cut three loads of wood in th,A day, 
each, or be put in the stockade, and, of course, we would do it, about a cord and 
a halt; as much as six mules would haul; that was severe work in the condition 
we were in; if I had been in a healthy condition it would not be severe; if I 
hacI had half enough to cat I could get through in half the time. 

THEATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

I should think there were 25 or 30 acres in the graveyard; it was two-thirds 
full, I should think, when I leh; I ran away from there on the 11th of Septem
bel'; I had quit driving teams and had gone to chopping wood for the bakery 
when I ran away from there; I was employed outside the stockade; I ran away, 
but was recaptured; I was not brought back there; I was taken to Macon, 
Georgia. 

By the COURT: 
I saw p~'isoners buried at the burying ground; they were buried about two 

and a half feet deep; not deeper than that; some were buried with clothes and 
some without clothes; I do not mean to say that they were stripped after they 
were dead; I never saw a man stripped after he was dead. 

By COUNSEL: 
I never drew out any confederate soldiers to be buried; I know nothing about 

their being buried there; the grave-diggers were Union soldiers. 

By the COURT: 
I do not know whether they dug the graves to that depth of their OW'I1 will 

and accord or byinstl'uctions ; they had a rebel superintendent there all the while; 
the prisoners were buried in trenches; what they calculated to cover up in one 
day they would dig a trench for the preceding day; I think I have seen as high 
as 150 in one of these trenches, the dead of two or three days before, and un
covered. 
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THE RATIONS, 

By COUNSEL: 

"Vhile outside we got our· rations at the bake-hause-the first one. We had 
a sergeant of the wood squad, who drew the rations and brought them to us. 
That sergeant was a Union prisoner. The rations were generally brought to 
us in pails and boxes. The bread consisted of corn, ground cob and all, and 
beans that were not fit for any human. We had plenty of it such as it was. It 
was not fit to eat. I do not know who furnished us the wagons to carry out the 
dead. A man. named Duncan had charge of them. He was a quartermaster. 
He bad also charge of the bake-house. 1 saw Duncan in the stockade while 1 
was there. He used to come in there. 1 believe he divided the rations to the 
prisoners inside the stockade awhile; also a man named Humes, and Captain 
Bowers. 1 cannot tell what portion of the time, while I was in the stockade, 
Duncan proviued the rations. I do not know who did provide the rations while 
I was in the stockade. 1 know that part of the time they were not provided at 
all. Duncan provided them wbile I was outside of the stockade, and a man 
named Bowers, and a man named Humes. I believe Duncan issued rations to 
us all the time we were outside the stockade. I believe the other two men 
went inside the stockade with rations. I do not know where DUllcan's head
qv.arters. were. I do not know whether he had any headquarters or not. I 
believe he was generally recognized there as quartermaster. He was at the 
cook-house nearly all the time. He was a confederate. He did not belong 
to any regiment that I know of. I do not know wbere he ate his rations. I 
have nO,means of knowing whether he ate the same as· he furnished to me. I 
do not know who furnished the wagons; Duncan had charge of them. I drove 
six mules all the time. I did not take care of the mules. I drove them to the 
depot at night and turned them into the corral. 1 had to go there evel'y morn
ing. to get my mules. I do not know that I saw Duncan there at the depot. 
I never saw any othel' man at that place acting as or being called quartermaster. 
I had no orders in reference to these mules, only, after we were done our day's 
work, we were to return them to the corral. I do not know hQw many mu~es aud 
hor~es were kept at that corral. '1'here was a corral there with about two acres 
of ground, and was pretty well crowded with mules and horses. I could not go 
and select for myself my horses and mules. I had one team all the time. The 
man ·who bad charge of the corral gave them to me. When I went to the corral 
for my team, I would ask for it, ancl tell the man what team it was, and he 
would get it. He would not ask me to describe my team. If we cailed for a 
team to haull'ations, we would get it, and if we called for a team to haul out the 
dead, we would get it. ·When.1 called for a team to haul out the dead, the 
same man gave it to me. He had charge of all the teams, 1 suppose. I do 
not know that I could request my team to be changed at any time; 1 never 
requested mine to be changed. I did not care what team 1 had. 'l'hey were 
all about alike. I never asked to have any more teams than what I had. I 
had no use for more than one. I do not know whether I would have got any 
other team if I asked for it. I did not ask for it. Nobody directed me about 
the driving of these teams. I was ordered to take the same' team to draw rations 

. in that I used to haul out the dead. 1\11'. Duncan, the quartermaater, ordered me. 
He has ordered me, when driving past the cook-honse with the dead, to fetch a load 
of rations as I was corning back; and I obeyed him, of conrse. Oaptain Wirz 
never ordered me to do that. I looked up to Duncan as my boss or employer 

. there. I did not consider that Oaptain Wirz had anything to do with me-' 
nothing more than hearsay. He never interfered with me while I was at work 
with Duncan. Oaptain ';Virz never assaulted or bruised me while I was at 
work there. 
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WIRZ BOASTS THAT HE IS KILLI:';G MORI!: YANKEES THAN Y,gE. 

No conversation at all kd to the remark that he was killing more Yankees 
than Lee. I believe that same morning he had been out with the hounds and 
caught a man. He told me he was killing more damned Yankees than Lee was 
killing at Richmond. rl'hat was all that was said. I did not make any reply. 
I did not say anything before he made that remark. I do not recollect whether 
he said anything to me before he made that remark. It was just a sudden out
break on his part. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

I have seen Oaptain Wirz use crackers and cheese and dried beef, rations 
belonging to Union prisoners. He was making a breakfast of it one morning 
in his office; tile morning that I was paroled. I do not recollect seeing him 
using these supplies more than once. I have been vel'Y often at his office, and 
I would always see a box of sanitary provisions open there. I have seen boxes 
opened at the depot. I do not know that he sent the sanitary provisions into 
the stockade for the soldiers. I do not know that those sanitary boxes were 
sent to his office for that purpose. I do not think that they could get in there 
without his permission. I never knew of his sending any in there. I never 
saw him eating them but that morning for breakfast. I never saw them being 
used at the quartermaster's bnilding. I never saw them used anywhere else. 
I saw boxes open at the depot. I belir,ve that quartermaster's building was the 
only building in which they stored away their rations. I saw a large number 
of boxes at the depot in July or August. I should judge I saw there 400 or 
500 boxes of different sizes. N one of them were larg'e dry goods boxes. Some 
of them were ordinary boxes, such as hard tack is put in. They were not all of 
that description; some of them were larger. They seemed to be generally of 
that size. I do not know what was in all of them. Some of them were open, 
and I knew what was in them. I do not know how many were open. I did 
not examine any of them; I merely passed by them and saw that they were 

. open. There was dried fruit aud crackers in those that were open. Some of 
the ·Ii.'uit was in cans and some of it was not. The boxes at the depot were 
right west of the commissary building-not adjoining the rebel commissary 
building; there was not room for more than a wagon to drive between the build
ing and the boxes. They did not lie just as they were taken off the cars; they 
had been hauled out there. They remained there all the summer. The piles 
did not increase. There were some boxes taken away. I did not see them taken 
away, but I know that they were taken. I think some of them went to Oap
tain ,Virz's headquarters. I am pretty sure of it. I don't think I saw more 
than five or six there at anyone time. I believe all the boxes there were open, 
the most of them anyhow. They were not empty. I never eat anything at 
Captain Wirz's headquarters. I believe I only saw Oaptain vVirz eating there 
that one morning. 

THE POSSIBILITY OF MAKING SHELTER Fon THE PRISONERS. 

I think that lumber I have spoken of lay there all through June, July, and 
August. I saw it after I went outside the stockade. It lay up on the north
west corner of the stockade, at the north gate.. There were planks and joists 
both there. The pile would fill several rooms like this; I think a dozen rooms 
like this anyhow. I think they commenced hauling it there abont the first of 
June. Part of it was there when I ran away. I think that some of it had been 
taken into the stockade and pnt up. I think they built some shelter in there. 
They made barracks of some of it. I believe the bal'l'acks were for the sickin 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--10 
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the camp there at the time. None of that lumber was used to build that odler 
bakery-that second cook-house. I am sure of it, becau"e I remember that the 
lumber that they built that bakery of came direct from the dl pot. I saw the most 
of it hauled.. None of that lumber was used for anything else but to build bar
racks for the sick. I do not know what portion of it was used for that purpose. 
'1'here was not one-tenth of it used for that purpose. I cannot tell who occupied 
that barracks; I was outside. Some of it was used in or about the stockade. 
'l'hey made barracks of it inside the stockade. None of it was used outside the 
stockade to my knowledge. There were several other buildings at the depot, 
a church, a blacksmith shop, and a post office. I believe the axe factory was 
a wooden building. I should judge it was about sixty feet long and forty feet 
wide; it was a two-story building. I was inside of it. I do not know how many 
men were at work inside of it. They had no machinery, only the common 
blacksmith tools. I don't recollect how many forges there were in it. I think 
there were five or six. These men were at work making axes, some of them, mid 
some of them were shoeing mules and horses. They shoe mules and horses in 
a blacksmith shop; that was where they made tlleir axes; that is what I mean 
by axe factory. I cannot say whether it was anything more than an ordinary 
blacksmith to the army or not. I expect it was as good as they had. I saw 
them occasionally repairing an axe there. I do not know whether they had any 
material there out of which to make axes or not. There were axes made there. 
I have seen a good many new axes made there. 'rhey were not polished; they 
were in the rough. I cannot tell whether it was auy more than the repairing 
and pntting helves in axes there. There was no other blacksmith shop there 
than that one that I knew of. 

MEN BITTEN BY DOGS. 

I never saw those hounds chase anyone, but I have seen them around t.he 
prison trying to get track of some who had escaped. I do not know whether 
they were upon a tr{lck or not. I never saw them bite anyone. I never saw 
Captain Wirz set them on to bite anyone. I have seeu Captain Wirz around 
the prison with them a good many, times. He made ithi8 business to go around 
with them nearly every morning. .The dog that I called a "catch dog" was a 
bull terrier. They called him a catch dog I do not know that I ever saw any 
one point to that individual dog and call it a catch dog. It was only from general 
talk that I considered him It catch dog. I know a hound when I see one. I 
think it was in July that I heard of a man being bitten. I saw the man after 
he was bitten; he had just been brought in. I saw him near Captain Wirz's 
headquarters. I believe they called this man Frenchy. 

A PRISO:\'ER SHOT BY WIRZ. 

Captain Wirz shot this man that I have spoken of on tlJe south side of the 
branch, up pretty near the gate, on the insjde of the·stoekade. I think it was 
in April. I don't think it was later than the 10th of April. Captain Wirz had 
not been there a great while. He shot the man with a revolver. I cannot tell 
the man's name,llQr to what company or regimeut he belonged. I never saW 
the man before that. I saw him after he was shot, when they were carrying 
him· out of the gate. He was dead. Captain Wirz had on white clothes then. 
I would not call it a confederate uniform, I would call it a citizen dre8s. He. 
had on his head a gray cap. I never saw him wear anything else. His coat 
was not made in uniform style. I believe he had brass buttons on 11is coat; I 
am not certain.. It had a turndown collar. I never saw Captain Wirz shoot 
more than one man, and that was near the south gate, inside the stockade. He 
was not within the dead-line. 
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'CONSOLIDATED RETURN OF THE ANDERSONVILLE PRISON FOR THE MO.\'TH OF 
AUGUST, 1864. 

SEPTEMBER 2, ] 865. 
Oaptain J. H. WRIGHT, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the confederate service. I was captain and quartermaster 

for the confederate troops at Andersonville. I know the signatUl'e of J. H. 
Winder. (A paper was here handed the witness.) That is his signature. It 
resembles his son's signature very mnch, but I am confident it is his from the 
fact that he signed his" J no. H. Winder," and his son signs his" J. H. 'Vinder." 
I know the handwriting of the prisoner. .I fiud the prisoner's handwriting on 
that paper. 'l'he following paper was put in evidence: 

Consolidated 1'etUTn for Confederate States military prison, Camp Sumter, Andersonville, 
Georgia,Jor tlte month oj August, 1864. 

Prisoners on hand 1st of August, 1864: 
In camp ··•····•••· , •.•••• 29,9S5 
In hospital. ..••. , ...•...•••. , , .•. , .•• , •• ~ ...••••• ,.. 1,693 

--------- 31,678 
Received from various places during August -.....••.••..•• , ... , ..• _.. 3,078 

3,082
Recao~~ri~~-o~t~~~~~~~~~~-::::::::::::~::~:::~~~::::~:~~~~~~~~~~~~ 34,760.•
 
Died during the month of August ...•....• - .• -'" .--- .•..• , -- .•••••. , 2,993
 
Sent to otber parts _ , •.. ,. - -.,. - , _..•• - . 23
 

3,061i~{;fa~~~::~i ~ ~ ~ ~.~ ~ ~ ~: ~.~ ~ ~-~ ::'~ ~ ~-~~~. ~ ~: ~.:.~.~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~:: ==~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~:~~~: ~ 
21 

31,693 

Of which there are on the 31st of August

~~ ~~~tai-.-. ~'. ~ :'.'.~: ._._~~ '.~'.~ '~'.~: '.-. ~~ '_~~~ :~~ ~::~::::::::: :~:::: ~ ::: 2~: ~1~ 
-------- 31,693 

The same complaint bas been made agftin against the carelessness aud insufficiency of the 
guard of the tbirty prisoners. Eleven escaped while on parole of honor not to escape as 
long as they would be employed to work outside. 

The. balance of nineteen escaped, some on bribing the sentinel with greenbacks, some 
simply walking off from the gnard while returning from the place where the tool,s are 
deposited at night that are nsed in the stockade in day-time. Perhaps twentY-,five more 

, escaped during the month, but were taken up by the dogs before the daily rcturn was made 
out, and for tbat reason tbeyare not on the list of escaped nor recaptured. 

That only four were recaptured is owing to the fact tbat the guard nor the officers of the 
guard reported a man escaped. Tbe roll-call in. the morning showed the man missing, but 
he was too far gone to be tracked. As we have no general court-martial here, all such 
offences go unpunished, or nearly so. 

The worthlessness of tbe guard forces is on the increase day by day. 
H. WIRZ, • 

Captain Commanding Prison. 

[Ind orsed. ] 

Consolidated return for Confederate States military prison for tbe month of August, 
1864. Respectfully forwarded to General S. Cooper, adjutant and inspector general. 

\ 

SEPTEMBER 5, 1864. 
(in red) Ene. W. 2576t. 

JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier General. 

Oounsel for the defence declined to cross-examine the witnesses. 

http:�..�,--.�����
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CONSOLIDATED RETURN OF THE ANDERSONVILLE PRISON FOR THE MONTH OF
 
AUGUST, 1864. 

SEPTEMBER 2, 1865. 
COL. JAMES H. FANNIN, for the p~osecution : 

. I was in the confederate service. I was colonel 1st regiment Georgia re,serves; 
the regiment was organized on the 3d of May, 1864. 1 was stationed at Ander
sonvill~. I arrived there on the 9th of May, 1864. I have seen the signature 
of Jno. H. Winder frequently, and I believe I should know it. (Oonsolidated 
return for Oonfederate States military prison, Andersonville, Georgia, was here 
handed the witness.) I think this is his signature-beyond doubt it is. I 
know the signature of Captain Wirz. I find his signature on that paper. 

Counsel for the defence declined to cross-examine the witness. 

CONSOLIDATED RETURN OF THE ANDERSONVILLE PRISON FOR THE MONTH OF 
AUGUST, 1864 

SEPTEMBER 2, 1865. 
Major A. A. HOSMER, for the prosecution: 
I obtained the paper just offered in evidence from the chief of the bureau, in 

whose custody the rebel archives are placed-from the War D,epartment. 
Counsel for the accused declined to cross·examine the witness. 

SEPTEMBER 2, 1865. 
THOMAS HALL, for the prosecution: 
I am in the United States marine corps. I was a prisoner at Andersonville, 

Georgia. I was at other prisons besides Andersonville. I was at the Oharles
ton jail, and at the Oolumbia jail, South Oarolina. I was in Columbia jail for two 
months, and at the Oharleston jail for five days. My treatment at Oolumbia 
and Oharleston was very good, compared with Andersonville. I arrived at 
Andersonville on the 2d of March, 1864. I staid there until the 8th of Sep
tember, 1864.. I was allowed to go outside the stockade; ~ canied out some 
dead. I was out no other time. 

THREATS OF WlRZ. 

I know the prisoner, Wirz; I would know him anywhere I saw him. He was 
not in command of the prison when I got there; he took commancl three or foUl' 
weeks after I got there. I heard him threaten to shoot our prisoners; I saw 
Lim pull out a revolver when there were some men too sick to stnnd up at 1'011

eall. He said that if they wouldn't get up and fall in he would blow their God
damned brains out, for God-damned Yankees. One day all the sergeants of 
" nineties", were called up to his headquarters. He came out with a paper in 
his hand, and said he knew well we were going to make a "break" there, but 
that the first time he caught any of us in a crowd around there at the gate he 
would throw grape and canister among us as long as there was a d'amned Yankee 
kicking, and that he would'nt stop for General Winder 01' any other general 
until he thought fit. Oaptain Wirz came around one morning and kept us 
standing in the hot sun from 8 o'clock in the morning until 4 o'clock in the 
afternoon. Some of the men could !'lot stand up on account of scurvy and 
chronic dian·hrea. Captain Wirz wanted to know where my men were. I told 
him that they were lying around sick. He pulled out his revolver and called 
us damned Yankee sons of bitches, and said if they didn't get up he would blow 
their brains out. 
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MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I saw hounds there; I have seen them come right up to myself when they 
caught me. That was in July, 1864. I saw a man who had been bitten by· 
the dogs. I saw one man come into the stockade on the- south side, with his 
clothes all tOl'll, and his leg nearly torn off. He went out of the stockade, and 
I never saw him after that, and I guess he died. 

VACCINATION. 

. I saw men vaccinated. After vaccination the men had big ulcers and big 
sores on their arms, twice as large as a silver half dollar; the ~ores were alI rot
ted, and maggots got into them, so that the arms had to be cut off, and a great 
many of them died. 

PRISONERS STARVED TO DEATH. 

I was in charge of ninety men. The whole 90 died th1'ee or four times over. 
I got 90 at a time, and before a month was over there wasn't one of them left. 
Then I got 90 others; I got new prisoners from Grant's campaign, and all of 
them died. '1'hey died from starvation. They had nothing to eat, and what 
they got to eat wasn't fit to give to hogs. 

SHOOTING. OF PRISONERS BY WIltZ'S ORDER. 

I heard the prisoner give orders to shoot men; I saw him give orders to shoot, 
and he wasn't gone ten minutes before they did shoot. The same day taht he 
came in there he gave orders to four men who were posted in each sentry box 
that they were to blowout the brains of the first Yankee who fell out. This 
was abont the first of Juue. I saw men shot inside the stockade. I saw six 
altogether. I saw a cripple shot there. He belonged to the Tennessee army. 
We called him Ohattanooga, or rather Ohickamauga. IIe lost his right leg there, 
and was taken prisoner. He was a Oanadian by birth. He went inside the 
dead-line; our boys had a grudge against him for" blowing" on them when they 
were tunnelling. He went inside the dead·line and begged the guard to shoot 
him. The guard told gim to go off, but he would not go off. Oaptain Wirz 
came inside the stockade, and then went out again. Immediately afterwards I 
beard the guard fire his piece off. I did not look around to see whether the 
man was shot, but I know that he was. 

SHOOTLVG OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

The man who was shot in June belonged to the 69th New York; I have for
gotton his name. I believe I would know'his name if I heard it. I think his 
name was Burke. He was shot in the jaws. That was on the 22d of June, and 
he died on the 10th of July. I was present when he was shot; I was standing 
on the bridge. I did not hear anything said about furloughs that day.' J did 
the llext month. The circumstances of that man being killed were the~e: 
';I'here were two men down there getting water, and one man was pushed over the 
line. Tpe guard stood up and let "blaze" at him and shot him through the 
head, saying" '1'here is another Yankee son of a bitch out of the way; I will 
get thirty days' furlough for bim. If I thought I could get sixty days, I would 
shoot one every day." There was llothing more said about furloughs. I saw 
two or three other men shot. I do not know the dates or their names. They 
were shot in June, July, and August. There was also one shot in April. He 
Was shot on the north side. He was a crazy man. 'l'here was a tent put up 
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with boughs, and this fellow was in it. Th~re was a sailor passing by who had 
some green bread, some mouldy stuff not fit to be eaten, and he flung it over tIle 
lines. This crazy man was coming along, picking up bones and such things, and 
he put his hand over to get this mouldy bread. The guard let blaze at him and 
shot him. The ball went in his breast and came out on his back. Some of the 
buckshot took effect in his leg. Two men were shot in one day; one was shot 
in the morning about half past ten, and the other was shot about half:past three 
in the afternoon. '1'hese are the men I have referred to in my testimony. The 
one in the afternoon was getting water, and he put his bucket in clear water 
below the line, as the water above it was filthy, not fit for ~orses. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
.I never saw Oaptain Wirz shoot a man. I never saw a man who was shot by 

him. 
The PRESIDENT. I wish to call the attention of the judge advocate to the 

fact that it is very desirable to ·connect the circumstances that are testified to 
with the charges and specifications more specifically than has already been done. 

'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. '1'ime and place are about the only particulars that 
can he testified to by these witnesses. "They do not recollect names, and some 
of them hardly remember dates. 

Mr. BAKER. '1'hey do not even remember the months. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I doubt whether you 01' I would remember anything 

if we had gone through what they have. 
Mr. BAKER. '1'hen you should not attempt to prove it. 
The PRESIDENT. I simply make that suggestion to the judge advocate. 
'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. I am very much obliged to the court, but we have 

met shis difficulty in preparing the charges and specifications. 
Mr. BAKER. There have been innumerable cases of shooting testified to, and 

I think that unless they can be specified and brought home to the prisoner 
there should be no more of this general testimony about shooting given. This 
class of testimony should be brought directly down to the fact, because where 
thirty or forty witnesses testify to cases of shooting, varying their statements 
both as regards time and circumRtances, it would appear as if those were all 
distinct cases, whereas there are really only four or five cases. 

The ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCA'I E. '1'he gentleman does not seem to under
stand that the government has directed the prosecution of this case, and has 
appointed officers to prosecute it, aud to present it to the court, and that it is not 
the business of the defence to layout the ground which they shall go over. 

Mr. BAKER. I suppose the government has done that. I do not wish to be 
disrespectful, but I have felt for two or three days that that ought to be done. 

The PRESIDE:"I'l'. The remarks of the counsel for the defence are not directed 
to any motion 01' line of action. The court therefore cannot discover any point 
in them. 

Mr. BAKER. My object was simply to suggest to the judge advocate, if he 
could, consistently with his instructions, to bring something home close to 
Oaptain Wirz, so that we could know how to conduct the defence. 

General THOMAS. '1'here is one case that has been testified to by many wit
nesses. 

The PRESIDENT. I can see but one rule for the judge advocate to follo,!, 
that is to bring before the courtall the facts in this case. We want all the in
formation attainable, whether the witnesses testify to one circumstance 01' a 
thousand. 

Lieut. 001. S'l'IBBS. This witness has testified that he saw some six prisoners 
shot. His manner of testifying is a good deal mixed up, and I should like him 
to commencl'l with the first and tell us the circumstances connected with it. 

Mr. BAKER. 'That is just exactly what I wanted. 
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The JUDGg ADVOCATE. In response to the suggestion made by the Presi. 
dellt, '[ would like to made this remark: The second charge, murder and the 
violation of the laws of war, sets out specific acts committ.ed either by the 
prisoner or under his personal direction, and all evidences not pertaining to 

. the specifications under that charge are properly applicable, as the gevernment 
claims, to the first charg'e of conspiracy, and this will be distinguished very 
readily. I do not think there is any danger of confusion on that point. 

Examination continued: 
By the COURT; 

'.rhe first man I saw shot was the cripple. 'l'he second one was inJune ; 
another was in April. 'l'he other two were in July, and there was one after 
that at the spritlg. That makes six. I do not know the name of any of them. 
I only heard the one name and the cripple's name '.rhat was the one I called 
Chickamauga, th~ cripple. He had his right leg shot off and went about on 
crutclles. The one in April was the crazy man who reached his hand over the 
drad-line for a piece of monldy bread, and as soon as he did the guard let fly 
at him. The next one was the'cripple. 'l'he next one was on the 22d of June. 
He was shot down at the creek getting water. That was the man Burke. There 
were two shot in July and one in August. I did not describe the one shot in 
August. He was shot down getting water in the same way. I described the 
two shot in July. The two were shot in one day; one was shot at half-past 
ten in the morning and the other at half-past three in the afternoon. 

CONDITION OF'RETURNED UNION PRISONERS. 

SEPTEMBER 21, 1865. 
Dr. ,\VILLlAM BALSER, for the prosecution: 
I\'[y p'osition is acting assistant surgeon, contract surgeon. I was stationed at 

Hilton Head, South Carolina, twenty-seven months. I had occasion to treat 
the prisoners returned from Andersonville at Jacksonville, Florida, from the 
1st to the 26th Jf May. I was ordered there on the 28th of April. There 
arrived at J acksonviIle on the first of May 3,250 prisoners, and the same day 
that I arrived 50 more arrived. 'l'hey were in a most horrible condition, nearly 
naked. If they did have anything on it was only rags. They were covered 
wil h filth and lice. They had sores all over them, and a great many of them 
were living skeletons. '.rhe most prominent disease among them was scurvy 
and diarrhma. The diarrhma seemed to be a symptom of the scurvy, not the , 
ordinary camp diarrhma that we see in our army. The men got better as SOOI1 

as they got better treatment and fresh vegetables. Fresh vegetables generally 
increased our ordinary diarrhma. A great number of the prisoners had their 
arms and legs swelled up three or four times their natural size and actual1y 
black with extravasated blood. 'l'hey had ulcers three or four inches in diam
eter on their arms and calves of their legs. Some of them, from the effects of 
the scurvy, had necrossis of the jaws, so that I was obliged to pull out pieces of 
bone nearly an inch long. Some of them had lost the eye from ulceration of. 
the anterior portion of the cornea. Some of them were totally blind, no doubt 
from extravasation of blood as well as from fluid in the posterior parts of the eye. 
A good many were idiotic and demented from softness of the brain, resulting, 
no doubt, from long suffering. Bad nourishment and exposure to the weather 
would cause that. There were 3,300 at Jacksonville altogether, and I do not 
believe there were 200 who did not require treatment, more or less. From the 
1st of May to the 26th of May, when the last of them were taken away, there 
had died between 80 or 90. The 3,300 were not there all the time. On the 
9th of May between 1,300 and 1,400 were taken away, part to the hospital at 
Hilton Head and part to Annapolis. On the 15th or 16th of May there was 
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another batch taken away, so that on the 26th of May, when the hospital steamer 
Cosmopolitan came to take off the balance, there were only from 250 to 300 men 
left there. I know from the records that between 40 and 50 died at the hos
pital at Hilton Head. I do not believe that one·half of them will evei' ag<lin 
be fit for their former occupations. I take it for granted that they were mostly 
mechanics and farmers. I do not believe that they will ever be strong enough 
to perform the same amount of work. 

(Four photographic pictures, one of them being already in evidence, and the 
others being subs€quently put in evidence, were here ShQWll to the witness) I 
have seen cases similar to those; I have seen numbers of them, not individual 
cases, but I might say, by the dozen. Long-continued, impro'per, and insufficiellt 
food, and exposure to the weather, produce this condition of things amollg these 
prisoners; to the sun as well as to the cold and rain storms. I also saw several 
cases of gangrene, produced no doubt by exposure to cold and (in the latter part 
of April) to the sun. From the history given by the men, their feet commenced 
to blister and all vitality left their limbs. I did not meet with these peculiarities of 
disease in treating the soldiers of our army. I have been in the service three years 
and eight months, and during that time I have only seen one case of sC\lrvy in 
our army, and I have been where there was a chance for men to get it, on the 
peninsula. I did not find it necessary to make amputations in treating these 
returned prisoners, they were too far gone.. '1'hey died three or four days after 
they came to Jacksonville. I made no amputations on the survivors. 

·Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I was educated as a physician in New York city. I am a regular graduate 

of medicine. I had been in practice two or three months before going to J ack
sonville. I was in the hospital as surgeon about twenty-three months before 
these prisoners came to me. Those thirty-three hundred prisoners arrived 
between the 28th of April and the 1st of May, 1.865. I knew they came from 
Andersonville from the statement of nearly everyone of them, and from the 
official lists of the Provost Marshal General of the department of the south; 
official reports are sent with them.- I know that all these 3,300 came from there. 
I know nothing about Andersonville myself, thank God. 

SEPTEMBER 2, 1865. 
J AMES CLANCY, for the prosecution: 

I have been in the military service of the United States; ill" the 48th New 
York regiment. I was taken Frisoner. I was at the Andersonville prison; I 
arrived there on the 16th of June, 1864: I remained there until the 2d of 
November,. 1864. 

TREATMgNT OF THE SICK. 

I was in the stockade all the time. It was very much crowded. The men 
were very destitute of clothing and shelter. Quite a number were sick inside 
the stockade who could not be admitted to the hospital, and they died in there 
for the want of going to the hospital. I carried a number of my own regiment 
out to be admitted, but I could not get them in. I carried one man out three 
times before he was admitted. '1'hat was the general rule so far as I could see. 
They would never take any man of our regiment out until he was almost dead, 
and would not live more than a week after being taken to the hospital. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

I saw Captain Wirz while at Andersonville. He was in command of the :; 
, prison when I went there. I saw him beat a prisoner. On the 26th or 27th Decem-j 

bel' I came back, having been out on parole at other places for some time. I was] 

.~
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uilder Oaptain Johnson. We had been to Albany, Thomasville, Blacksllire, 
and other places. When I came back Captain Johnson told me that he would 
not put me in the stockade, if I wished to stay out with him. '1'here were five 
of us j I told him that I would prefer not to go in the stockade. We were 
standing outside the guards looking at Oaptain Wirz form the men. There was 
a boy leaning on a little wooden pail, which would hold about four quarts. lIe 
looked to be very sick j he was pale, and looked .as if he was not able to stand 
up. Oaptain Wirz came around there and told him to fall in the ranks. '1'he 
boy was leaning his head on his hand, and he told Oaptain Wirz that he was 
very sick. The boy did not move fast enough to 'suit Captain Wirz. Oaptain 
Wirz looked around as if he wanted to find something with which to hit him. 
Not seeing anything he drew his revolver and hit him with the back of it. The 
boy put his hand on the ground to raise himself, but he did not get up fast 
enough, and Oaptain Wirz hauled oft· and kicked the bucket away from under 
him. The boy lay there. Something else attracting Captain Wirz's attention 
he went oft' and I saw him afterward forming the men into detachment to put 
them into the stockade. Wlwn the prisoners marched ill 1 saw the boy marching 
in after them, restiug on the shoulder of some of the men. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE. GUARD. 

I saw a man shot by the guard in the stockade. The first case I saw was 
down at the creek, in the month of July; I do not recollect what part of the 
month. I do not recollect the name of the man that was shot. I was going 
down to the creek to get some water in an old piece of a boot leg that I had. 
As I was going down the pathway, one of the guard was standing upon the 
lookont; a man was reaching in after some water j it was so muddy and full of 
grease and dirt, that he was reaching over to get some cleaner water. Some
body came behind him and stumbled against him so that a part of his body, 
from the head down to the shoulders, was over the dead-line. As soon as he 
got that far the guard raised his gun aIj.d shot him dead. He did not live five 
minutes afterwards. The next case was in the month of August. I don't 
know what part of August. It was very near nightfall, and a man was reaching 
his hand over the dead-line to get some pine burs to cook his victuals with. 
As he wali! reaching in the guard saw him and fired at him; he missed that 
man, but struck another who was in the tent asleep. The hall took effect in the 
head. carrying off a piece of his skull. The brains and blood flew around th~ 
whole tent. I do not know the man's name. He died. There wa" another 

, marl' who was shot, down, at the creek. I helped to wash his wounds. He 
was shot through the arm. That was in Aagust; after the other instance j 

not more than a week or six days afterwards. '1'he man went out, and I do 
not know whether he got well or not. 'l'here were others shot at the same 
time, but none that I remember seeing. '1'hey told me that two men besides 
the one that got shot in the arm got wounded, but I did not see them. When 
this man was shot I heard something said about giving fudoughs to the guard 
for shooting prisoners. ] heard it from the guard. I got jnto conversation 
with him up where my tent was. I first asked him when he thought we would 
be exchanged. He said he d,id not know. I asked him who it was that gave 
the orders to shoot the prisoner:;: so. He said it was Oaptain Wirz. I asked 
"what does he give you for shooting us?" He answered that " they were 
promised ll; thirty days' furlough." '1'hat shooting was done often. I often 
heard reports of sentinels firing. It was a very common occurrence. As soon 
as'any'new prisoners came in they would know no.thing about the dead-line and 
would 'not be notified or it and would go over it and be shot. I only saw shot 
the three that I have mentioned. I do not know the names of any of them. 
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Cross-examined by COl'NSEL : 
I was put in Andersonville prison on the 16th of June, 1864. I went there 

from the Pemberton tobacco warehouse, R.ichmond.. Nearly a thousand 
prisoners went with me. I was in the Andersonville prison over amonth before 
they let me know anything about the dead-line. I did not know wqat it meant, 
but I knew it was something that it was nobody's business to get inside of, and 
therefore I kept away from it. I did not know what it was until I asked one of 
the boys. I was not sick that month before I heard of the dead-line. I wellt 
about among my companions, all around among those of my regiment who were 
in there. There was nothing to hinder me from going from one side of the 
stockade to the other. I did it sometimes for exercise. I left there the 2d of 
November. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

I should juilge it was about a day or two before Christmas tllat Captain Wir", 
struck the sick boy. I left there in November and went round to Savannah 
and to several other places and got back to Andersonville on the 26th or 27th 
of December. I wa~ away part of November and December. I left Ander
som-ille the 2d day of November. lIeftit finally March 24,1865.· I was taken 
away from Andersonville the first time in November, because Sherman was 
expected along that way. I.did not run away. 

SEPTEMBER 2, 1865. 
OLIVER B. FAIRBANKS, for the prosecution: 
.1 was ia the military service of the United States; in the ninth New York cav

alry. I was taken prisoner October 10, 1863. I was first taken to Libby prison, 
Richmond. I remained there until some time in February, 1-864. I was then 
taken to Andersonville. My treatment in Libby prison was better in every re
spect than at Andersonville. I was in the stockade at Andersonville all the 
time. 

THE nATIO~S. 

I notit;ed storehouses at the depot when I was living there the first time. That 
was in September, 1864. I saw a large log buililillg about a story and a half 
high. I saw one of the doors open. It was pretty well stored with provi~ions. 

I also saw a large amrmnt all the platform. They were all in sacks. I did not 
see allYthing besides sacks. My rations for twenty-four hoUl's I could eat in 
one ~eal and still be hungry. '1'he quality of my rations was very inferior. 
They consisted of corn-meal of the coarsest kind; sometimes very poorly baked 
and very filthy; a grcut m:1uy flies, and sometimes maggots, baked in it. We 
also got beans which were cooked, poils and all, and we found in them, often, 

.stones as large as a marble. '1'hese rations were not weighed. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

The prisoners in the stockade were very destitute of clothing. Some had 
scarcely clothing sufficient to cover their nakedness. I was olle of that number. 
The stream that mn through the stockade was at times very filthy, so that it 
was unfit to wash in. 

TREATMENT OF THE SICK. 

I never saw any sick treated, except those who were in the stockade; they 
were neglected in every respect. When I first went there they were lying 
around without any shelter of any kind; they wen'l lying on the ground without 
any blankets, some of them with barely clothes enough to cover their Ilaked, 
ness, and very lousy, alld so filthy that it was difficult to distinguish them froUl 
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negroes. I saw a great many men there in a crippled condition. Son:je would 
move about on their hands and feet; others did not pretend to move at all, but 
just lay there in their helpless condition. I did not see any cases of small-pox 
while I was there. 

STOPPAGE OF RA'rIONS. 

The rations of all the prisoners were stopped while I was there. The rations 
of the sick men were stopped. 'rhe first time the rations were stopped, aftm' 
my arrival, was the first day Oaptain Wirz took command of the prison. It was 
some time in March, 1864. The l;eason he gave for it was that he could not 
find the exact number of prisoners in camp. He stated that he would stop our 
rations until he could find out how many there were. '1'here were about 
3,000 there then. The rations were. stopped for 24 hours twice inside of three 
days. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

Oaptain Wirz took command about six weeks after I went there, and he was 
in command there all the time afterwards, from that time until the time I left. He 
attended roll-call when he first went there, until the numb~r of prisoners became 
too great for one man to superintend the rollccall. His manner at roll-call was 
very overbearing and abusive. He generally saluted the prisoners by calling 
them" damned Yankee sons of bitches." He often abused the prisoners. It 

-was of fi:equent occurrence. I know a person whom he kicked. He was my 
father. One morning Oaptain Wirz carne to roll-call when my father was lying 
in a helpless condition. He was affected with scurvy. His legs were drawn 
up so he could not straighten them, and also· his arms'. While he lay in that 
condition Oaptain Wirz came up to him several times and told him he wished him 
to fall in at roll-caJI or he would kick him. He did finally ,kick him, and abuse 
him in language most shamefully. He said, "You God-damned Yankee son of a 
hitch, if you don,'t fall ill at roll-call I will not give you anything to eat for a 
week." He stopped my father's rations. On such occasions as I have referred 
to twenty· foUl' hours was the longest period at one time. The kicking caused 
my father to have a very severe pain in his side. I saw him beat other prisoners; 
I saw him knock a man down with his pistol fOl" entering a complaint about the 
rations being so poor. My father died while in prison, about a month after 
t)J.e occurrence I have narrated. I have a' statement of his made at the time of 
his death. He made a verbal statement to me at the time he dted. He called 
me by name and said he died from sheer starvation, and asked me not to tell 
my mother, his wife, the awful condition in which he was compelled to die. 
After he had spoken those words I wrote them down, and held his hand UpON. 
the paper, and he signed his name. I did not guide the pencil, I merely placed 
his hand upon the paper. He was perfectly rational until the last. 

A papel- beirig exhibited to the witness, he identified it as the one just referred 
to in his testimony. . 

The ASSISTA"liT JUDGE ADVOCATE proposed to offer it in evidence. 
Mr. BAKER objected. 

By the OOURT :
 
Row long before he died did your father sign that paper 1
 
A. He did not live, I think, ten minutes after he signed it.
 
.The .court? after dt<liberation, overruled the 9bjection, and the paper was ad


mItted III eVIdence. The following is a copy: 
August 27, 1864. 

CAMP SUMTER, ANDERSONVILLE, 

Ol~v.er, I die from sheer starvation, and don't for the world tell your mother of the awful 
condltwn I am compelled to die in. 

RICHARD FAIRCLOUGH. 
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Captain Wirz used his left hand in striking that man with his revolver. I 
noticed that he carried the revolver on the left side, and he took the hand which 
was on the same side and drew the revolver. 

\ 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I saw men shot there during the months of .June and July.. '1'he first was 
a cripple, who has already been uescribed by other witnesses.. They called him 
Ohickamauga. I saw him shot. It was some time in the month of June. 
Oaptain Wirz was there at the time. I heard him make some remarks in broken 
language. I could not tell exactly what his language was. He was between 
the dead-line and the stockade. It was about the same time the man was shot. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw a man shot who was lying in his tent near the dead-line. The sentinel 
who shot him fired at another man and missed him, and shot this man who was 
lying in his tent. I saw the sent,inel when he shot. I immediately went to the 
tent where the man was lying and saw him lying there, and afterwards saw him 
die. I went directly, to where the sentinel was and asked why he did not halt 
men before shooting, as there were a great many in camp who did not under
stand the meaning of the dead-line. He told me that Oaptain Wirz held out as 
an inducement to them a thirty days' furlough to -every man who would shoot a. 
Yankee., I said no more to him. 

VACCINATIO:'J. 

I saw cases of vaccination. I saw several hundred who had been vaccinated 
Large sores originated from the effects of poisonous matter. They were the 
size of my hand, and were on the outside of the arms, and also underneath in 
the arm-pits. I have seen holes eaten under the arms where I could put my 
fist in. These cases were in the stockade; they were not in the hospital. I 
never was in the hospital except for about two hOLU'S at one time. I went out 
to see my father, who was then in the hospital. I was vaccinated myself. I was 
at the south gate one morning when the operation was being performed. 1Vhile 
I was standing there looking on, a surgeon came to me and requested me to roll 
up my sleeves, as he was going to perform the operation on me. I told him I 
could not consent to such an operation. He called for a file of guards, anr1 I was 
taken to Oaptain Wirz's headquarters. Arriving there, one of the guards went 
in, and directly Oaptain Wirz came out of his office raging; he wanted to know 
where that" God-damned Yankee son of a bitch" was. I was pointed out to him 
as being the p~rson. He drew his revolver andpresent'Jd it within three inches of 
my face, and wanted to know why I refused to obey his orders. He did not 
state what orders. After his anger had subsided a little, 1 asked him to allow 
me to speak. He said, "God-damned quick, or I will blow your brains out." 
I told him, "Oaptain, yon are aware that the matter with which I would be 
vaccinated is poisouous, and therefore I cannot consent to au operation which I 
know will prove fatal to my life." He flirted his revolver aronnd and stated 
that it would serve me God-damned right, that the sooner I would die the sooner 
he would get rid of me. He ordered the guards to take me away and have a 
ball and chain put on me till I would consent to the operation. I was taken to 
where the chain-gang was, and a ball and chain were brought and riveted to my 
leg. and I was tnrned into the stockade to wear it until I would consent to the 
operation. I wore it for about two weeks, when I consented to submit to the 
operation. I had noticed upon several occasions that the surgeons were v€fry 
careless in performing the operation; their instruments were dull, and they ap
plied the matter in a very careless way, allowing the patients to go away as soon 
as they had put the matter in, and without bandaging the arms in any way. I 
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concluded that I could wash the matter out, and, with that calculation,' I con
sented to the operation. As soou as it was performed I went immediately to 
the brook and took a piece of soap and rubbed the spot and wrung it, anclthereby 
saved myself. 'rhe vaccine matter did not work in my e-ystem. I experienced 
no effects from it. Up to that time none had recovered from the effects of vac
cination. After that I informed several others, who saved themselves in the 
same manner. 

By the OOURT: 
I consider the matter with which the men were vaccinated to have been poi

s~nous, judging from the effects it had on others. I saw some three hundred 
cases. I did not understand it to be any particular poison, They called it 
vaccine matter. I know nothing further than that. 

Oross-examined by COUNSEL: 
My father died outside the stockade, in the hospital. He had been outside 

about one month when he died. He died August 27, 1864. 

SEPTEMBER 5, 1865. 
J. NELSON OLARK, for the prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the United States. I was taken prisoner. I 

was taken to Andersonville about the 28th of May, 1864. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I was put in the stock~de. I remained there all the time I was at Anderson
ville, except two or three times when I was out. I saw a great many men who 
were sick. They had a very debIlitated appearance. Most of them were very. 
poor and thin; a great many were cripples. Some of them were colored men
our soldiers. There were idiotic men. 

JIIlr. BAKER objected to the line of examination, as most of the interrogations 
were leading questions. 

The stockade was very much crowded. Of clean dry room we did not have 
mOl'ethan enough to lie down on, with some small places between. There was 
not p'lenty of room for teams to drive in.' In the morning a great many would 
be lying in the road, and they had to be wakened up by their sergeants in order 
that the teams might drive in. 'l'hat was part of the time I was there. I have 
counted the number of dead in the stockade. The most I ever counted in one 
day was one hnndred and eighty-foUl'. It was in August-the 12th, I think. I 
assisted in carrying the sick to the sick-call. I did not succeed in getting them 
attendance. 

JIIlr. BAKER objected to this line of examination on the ground that most of 
the questions were leading. 

The COURT, after deliberation, sustained the objection. 
I have e-een soldiers become insane. One in particular wandered up and doWn 

the stream with his clothes off-the little stream of water that ran through the 
prison. When his meals were taken to him he had not sense enough to know 
that he should come out and cook them, and he remained most of the time in 
that water until he died. He was given clothes once or twice, but he refused to 
put them on. The sun was very hot and bUl'llt his skin, and he became very 
thin. When I last saw him he was lying dead in the stream. I saw soldiers 

'. who had committed suicide, One morning, after I had got up, I saw a man who 
had hung himself about fifteen or twenty feet from mv tent to a stake that was 
in the ground, used partly to hang oUl' blankets on and other purposes. I sup
pose the man was insane. He had a wild staring appearance for a few days 
befo.re, and said that he would sooner be dead 'than live there; he said that to 
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some of the men alongside of him. His companions had taken him down to the 
stream several times to wash him off; he was very filthy, lousy and dirty, as 
most of them were in there; even the cleanest had lice on them. I don't recole 

lect how many men of my company went in there with me-forty-one, I think. 
Twenty-two died iu southeru prisons, most of them at Andersouville, some at 
Florence. 

THE RATIONS. 

'1'he rations were corn-meal part _of the time. The quantity would average 
two-thirds of a pint. It was very coarse and dirty, a great many hulls in it. It 
al ways had to be cleatled. We sometimes had beans and sometimes rice. We 
had about the same quantity of beans as coru-meal; when we did not get corn
meal we got, beans. The sick got the same rations as the others. Our rations 
were stopped. 'The rations of the sick were stopped. The whole of the rations 
of the camp were stopped. 

THE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

Fuel was very meagre; part of the time we did not getany wood at all. Fuel 
was so scarce that the men had to dig it out of the swamp. Sometimes the 
matter and stuff were two or three feet deep, and-I have seen our soldiers dig
ging roots out of this muck and washing them in the stream, so as to get fuel 
to cook their coru-meal or beans. 

SHOOTING OF THE PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw men shot by the guards. I saw six shot. The first case was about 
the 20th of June, 1864; it happened at the stream of water, not far from the 
stockade, close by the dead-line. The man was dipping for a cup of water. 
He got his arm and part of his head across the dead-line. I heard the guard 
cocking his gun, and immediately left. We knew very well that they would 
shoot us if we got over the liue, I turned round afterward and saw that the 
m~n had been shot. I was about two yards from him 'and I saw the blood 
running from him. The crowd immediately rushed in. The next time that I 
saw him was the next morning, where they usually carried the men out, and I saw 
him there dead. I don't recollect his name, nor his company and regimeut. 
The next case happened on the east side of the stockade, not far from where the 
old hospital was. 'The hospital was on the,north side of the stockade, but had 
been removed a few days before we went in. A man got over the dead-line, the 
guard fired, missed the man he intended to shoot, and hit another who was lying 
in the tent. He was shot through the head; some said the man was lying in 
the tent asleep, and some said he was awake. I don't know his name. I don't 
know whether he died; he was reported dead. I only knew o£ two that died. 
A large crowd was down by the stream near by the dead-line; a man who was 
getting water was shot. In trying to get cleaner water he got too far over the 
dead-line. The man died. Iu the fourth case the man was doing something 
with the rations. I don't know the circumstances any more than that I saw 
the smoke and ran down in the crowd. I saw the man lying just across the 
dead-line. wounded. I could not get close to him because of the crowd. It was 
the last of July. They were hauliI)g in rations, and it was usual for men to be 
over the dead-line sometimes, those that had permission. 'I'his man I believe 
had uot permission, or the guard thought so. I don't know the circumstances 
any more than what I have heard. I don't know the man's name or regiment. 
'rhe fifth case was in the first part ofAugust. It happened near the south gate, 
where we generally carried the dead men. The man was doing something with 
his clothes; he had washed them I believe. He bad come from the brook up 
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towards this gate to hang them out to dry. When I came up his clothes were 
lying by his side, and he was lying there bleeding. He was struck in some part 
ofihe body, through the breast I think. I was not within two yards of him on ac
count of the crowd. I left as soon as I saw it. and did not pay much attention, be
cause it was so common to see dead men round there. It was a common thing to 
see dead men who had been shot, lying round 1here. Every fiJW days we could 
heal' of a man being shot. The sixth instance of shooting happened neal' where 
our quarters were in the north cornel' of the stockade. It was the middle of 
August. I do not know the name of the man who was shot. He was hit in 
some part of the body. I don't know exactly; he was lying over the dead· 
line at the tim(l I saw him. I don't know whether or not he got over after he 
was sllOt or not. I saw the gun fire, and ran as we generally did, and saw the 
man lying there after he was shot. I did not see Oaptain Wirz present at any 
of the times when men were shot. I never heard him give any orders about 
shooting men. 

Na cross-examination. 

SEPTEMBER 5, 1865. 
P. VINCENT HALLEY, for the prosecution:
 
I have been in the military service of the United States; in the seventy


second New York volunteers. I was taken prisoner. 1 was at Andersonville. 
I arrived there the first or second of March. 1864. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I heard orders about putting prisoners in the stocks or the chain-gang. At 
one time when some prisoners who had escaped were taken to Oaptain Wirz's 
headquarters-I was there at the time-he ordered the men to be taken to the 
forge and irons put on their feet. 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

I heard Oaptain Wirz ·threaten to shoot a man. _ I think it was in May. 
G-lptain Wirz was in the stockade, and one of the men did not fall in quick 
enough, and Oaptain 1Virz drew his revolver and threatened to shoot any man 
who did not fall in when ordered; sometimes he used his right hand. I did riot 
knolV at the time that anything was the matteI1 with his right hand; he used his 
right hand as frequently as his left, so far as I saw. I have seen him use his 
left hand; he wore his revolver on the left side. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw a man who had been shot; the first man I saw shot was, I think, on 
the 10th day of May; I am not certain; he was shot while getting some water 
in the stockade. 'l'he gnard fired on him and shot him in the thigh, I think; I 
.do not know the man's name; it was the 10th of May, I think; it was at the 
creek; I cannot say positively whether he died or not, I know that he was 
severely wounded; part of his body was over the dead-line; he was leaning 
over to get some cleaner water than was in the stockade; I saw one man in 
August who had been shot through the brain; he was carried to the hospital; I 
do not know his name; he was cntercd on the register" unknown dead." Oap
tain Wirz was not present at the time I saw these men shot; I was once at 
Captain Wirz's headquarters when the guard were there; he told his guard that 
the firs~ man who crossed the dead,line to shoot him down. . 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I knew Oaptain vVirz there;, he took command of the prison about two weeks 
after I got there; I heard him give orders; I heard him oue time send for the 
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keeper of the dogs to put them on the track of prisouers who had escaped; I 
saw prisoners who had been bitten by the dogs; there were -two taken to the 
hospital; they had been recaptured and were brought in there; they had the 
marks of. the dogs on their persons; both of them were bitten abont the legs; 
one of them was bitten severely. 

VACCINATION. 

I saw cases of vaccination; I saw, I think, about 150 cases of vaccination, 
and in mrrny of them after vaccination gangrene set in, and the sores were about 
three inches in diameter. They varied from an inch to four inches in diameter; 
in some instances men's arms had to be amputated from that cause; some of the 
cases of amputation recovered and some did not; I do not remember anything 
about the proportion of recoveries. 

THE RATIO:'IS. 

I was at the depot at Andersonville two or three times in August, 1864; 
when we were sent to Savannah on the 7th of September, I was there; I saw 
storehouses at the depot; it was a larg'e wooden building about eighty feet long, 
I think; I saw several boxes there and sacks of meal; there might have been a 
hundred or more sacks there; they were on the inside; I cannot state the number 
of boxes there were. 

THE CHAIN-GAl'iG. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL: 
The ball and chain was put on the men for attempting to escape; I do not 

know how many times they attempted to escape; I think, though, it was the first 
time; they were brought in by the guards to Oaptain 'Wirz's headquarters; I heard 
the guards state while thel'(~ that th!)y had attempted to escape and had been 
recaptured, a,l1d Oaptain Wirz ordered them down to the blacksmith shop or 
forge to have the ball and chain put on their feet; the gnard said they had 
brought them from where they had been recaptured; they had got out and were 
escaping; Oaptain vVirz used very profane language at that time; I think I 
have related everything I can remember except that. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I think the man that was shot on the 10th of May was shot in the thigh; he 
was within the stockade whe.n shot; J was there too; I saw him; he was down 
by the stream that ran through the stockade; a part of his body was over the 
dead-line; he was trying to get some water; it was on the south side, just where 
the stream crosses the dead· line. The boxes that the sentries stood ill were 
steps going upon the stockade, and there was a platform about three feet lower 
than the top of the stockade, so that the sentry could look right over, and there. 
were boards over his head to keep off the rays of the sun; the platform was on 
the outside of the stockade; when he stood straight up the top of the stockade 
didn't COllle above his waist. The sentinel from where he stood could see the 
dead-line; he could see from the base of the stockade to the other side; there 
was, perhaps, a distance of sixty feet between the outer [lnd the inner stockade; 
the sentries were posted on the inner stockade, so that they could overlook the 
camp; the stockade was between them and the camp, but they could see over 
it; it was, I think, twenty feet from where the sentry stood to the dead-line; 
that was the distance from the dead-line to the stockade; it might have been 
from five to ten feet from the dead-line to where thE' sentry stood; the total di~
tance was perhaps from twenty-five to thirty feet, taking the dead-line as twen.ty 
feet. In the second instance of shooting I did not see the man shot; I saw hIm 
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after he was shot, and when he was being carried to the hospital; all I know is 
,that it was said he had been shot; this second man was shot in Aug'ust, I think; 
I do not recollect the date; it might have been from the 14th to the 20th. 

By the Uouwr : 
At the time the first man was shot, t.he 10th of May, there was only one stock

a(le; in the latter part of Mayor the beginning of Junc the outside stockade 
was built; the sentinels were on the inner stockflde. On the top of the inner 
stockade there was a platfurm about three feet below the top of the stockade 
outside, and there were steps going up, and the sentinels stood on that platform; 
the platform was inside of the stockade; the heads of the guard and half of their 
body were above the stockade; that platform extended all around that stockade; 
there were about twenty-five or thirty posts, I think, at regular intervals, at cer
tain distances apart. 

VA ceIN ATIO;\/. 

By OOUNSEL: 

I saw persons vaccinated while at Andersonville. The surgeons belonging to 
the so-called confederate army vaccinated them. One of the surgeons was Dl'. 
Pelot. I do not recollect the name of any others. I was inside the stockade 
until the 22d or 23d of May. I then went to the hospital when it was moved 
outside. I kept the register of the hospital. I was under no person's charge 
except the hospital steward. I remained under his charge until the 7th of Sep
tember, 1864. I cannot st3.te the number that died from vaccination. Other 
diseases such as diarrhrea and dysentery, were combined with the effects of vac
cination, but vaceination was the principal cause of their death. Perhaps ten or 
twelve tlied from that cause. I cannot state positively that any person died 
l'urely from the effects of vaccination. There were from twenty to thirty cases, 
I think, in which vaccination was the principal cause of death. Many of those 
men who had been vaccinated had their arms amputated, and others had very 
large sores on their arms. Some of them had diarrhrea connected with this, and 
others died from Ihe amputation of their arms. I never saw Oaptain Wirz vaccinate 
anyone. I did not see him compel anyone, but I think the surgeons were in 
some respects under his cbarge. I have no recullection of ever hearing the sur
geons require or demand that the prisoners be drawn up in line so that tbey 
could bc cxamined for vaccination. I was moved myself on the 7th of. Septem
ber, and there were about 600 besides me. They commenced moving prisoners 
on that day. I remember the date distinctly. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I do not know whether those who were bitten by the dogs died or not. 
/ 

They 
were taken to the hospital. I saw them two or three times afterwards; they 
were in the tent very sick, but I left them there on the 7th of i:leptember before 
they died. 

SEPTEMBER 5, 1865. 
EDWARD S. KELLOGG, for the prosecution: 

I was in the military service of the United States. I was in the 20th New 
York regiment. I was captured. I was taken to Belle Island. From thence I 
was taken to Andersonville. I arrived there the 1st of 1\1arch, 1864. E. Winder 
was then in command, I believe. I saw the prisoner there. I think he took 
command in April, but I will not be sure. 

SHOOTING OF PRJSO~ERS BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I saw the cripple they called" Ohickamauga" shot; he was shot at the south 
gate. He was in the habit of going off, I believe, to the outside of the gate to 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--11 . 
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talk to the officers and the guard, and he wanted to go off this day for sometlling 
or other. I believe that he was afraid of some of onr own men. He went inside 
the ddld-lille and asked to be let out. They refused to let him out, alld he re
fused to go outside the dead-line. Captaiu Wirz came in on his horse and told 
the man to go outside the dead-line, and went off. After Captain Wirz rode 
out of the goate the man went inside the dead-line, and Captain Wirz ordered 
the guard to shoot him, and he shot him. The man had lost his right leg, I 
believe, just above the knee. 'I'hey called him" Chickamauga." 1 think he 
belonged to the western army and was captured at Chickamauga. I think that 
was in May. I will not be certain as to the time. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw other men shot while r was there. I do not know their names. They 
were federal prisoners. The first man I saw shot was shortly after the dead
line was established. I think it was in May. He was shot near the brook, on 
the east side of the stockade. At that time there was no railing; there was simply 
posts stuck along where they were going to put the dead-line, and this man, in 
crossing, simply stepped inside one of the posts, and the sentry shot him. He 
failed to kill him, but wouuded him. I don't know his name. I saw a man shot at 
the brook; he had just come in. He belonged to some regiment in Gran t's army. 
I think this was about the 1st of July or the latter part of June. He had just 
come in and knew nothing about the dead-line. There was no railing across 
the brook, and nothing to show that there was any such thing as a deadline 
there. He came into the stockade, and after he had been shown his place where 
he was to sleep he went along to the brook to get some water. It was very 
dark, and a number of men were there, and he went above the rest so as to get 
better water. He went beyond the dead-line, and two men fired at him and both 
hit him. He was killed and fell right into the bro.ok. I do not know the 
man's name. I saw other men shot. I do not know exactly how many. I 
saw several. It was a common occurrence. 

THE DOGS; 

_ I never saw any men there who had been bitten by dogs. I have seen dogs 
on the trail, and have seen them in the house where they kept them. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

I saw sanitary stores there. While I was in the hospital I saw some blankets 
and some pants and shirts; I think very few. They were issued to the men in 
the hospital-our own men. I saw them on other men than our own men. 1 
saw a pair of pants on a rebel at one time; his name was Dance. 

MEN BUCKED BY, WIRZ'S ORDERS. 

I was in the hospital. I went into the hospital August 6, 1864, and remained 
there nntil February 1, 1861). I was bucked six hours at one time wh He there.. 
There was a man escaped from my ward. I was steward of the 17th ward, and 
I failed to report the man who escaped. Sergeant Smith came round and called 
me outside the gate and said that Captain Wirz had ordered him to buck me till 
dark. This was about nine o'clock in the morning. He proceeded to buck me, 
and I was left there till 3 o'clock in the afternoon. 'I'here was another man 
bucked with me; his name was William S.Wood, belonging to the 120th, aud 
master of the ward. He was bucked by Captain Wirz's order. 

Cross-examined by COCNSEL : 
When they bucked me they took a string and tied my wrists together in the 

first place; they sat me down on the ground next, put my hands over my knees 
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and put a stick over my arms and under my legs, my hands being tied together. 
I never saw a man bucked in our army, and I have been in t.he service foUl' 
years. I hnve heard of' it. I had no squad. I was steward of the 17th ward 
in the hospital. 'l'he time I was bucked one man got away. Several others 
got away afterwards. They failed to escape, and were brought back. I did 
not consider it my duty to report them. but it was the rule. I did not comply 
with the rule, and for non-compliance I was punished. rEhere were very few 
in the hospital that were able to run away. I don't know whether there were 
any. 

SHOOTI:-;'G OF PRISONERS BY WIRZ'S ORDERS. 

I was by the gate when Oaptain Wirz ordered the man to be shot. Oaptain 
Wirz rode outside. I told you he gave the order inside. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

The man on .the sentry box north of the brook and the man on the 'sentry 
, box south of the brook shot the man who was getting water. I do not know 
where Captain Wirz was when this occurred. I never saw Oaptain ''Virz shoot 
anyone. I never saw him commit any personal act of violence. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

The man's name was Dance, whom I saw wearing the sanitary pants. He 
was a hospital steward. I do not know of anyone else wearing anything be
longing to our soldiers there. That is the only instance I recollect. I do not 
know how he came by these pants, • 

• ACHUFF'S ESCAPE, RECAPTURED BY THE DOGS AND PUNISHMENT. 

SEPTEMBER 5; 1865. 
JOSEPH R. ACHUFF, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United States thl'ee years and nine 

months. I was a prisoner at Andersonville about six months. I W'l,S taken 
there on the 28th of March, 1864, and kept there until about the middle of 
August, 1864. I was taken from Andersonville to Oharleston, South Oarolina, 
in August, 1864. I attempted to make my escape while at Andersonville. I 
was recaptured by the hounds. Three of us got one rebel to take us out for 
wood. We gave him twelve brass buttons to take us out. When we got out 
about a quarter of a mile from the stockade I jumped on his back and the other 
boys took his gnn from him, and off we went. We went to the Flint river, and 
cr(jssed it five times, and then rowed down the river a piece. We did not know 
the hounds were after us until we heard them yell. Then we scattered. I ran 
into the swamp. The first thing I noticed there were five hounds upon me; 
Seven rebels, armed, came up on horseback. They were in sight at the time the 
hounds came on. They never took off the hounds for about fifteen minutes, and 
I had to fight the hounds with my fist. I had not even a club, 01' a chance of 
getting one. I had no clothes on but a pair of pants made out of two rebel meal 
sa~ks.. I was bare-headed and bare-footed. I fougnt the hounds with my fists 
abo!lt,fifteen minutes. 'l'hey tried to catch me by the throat, but I kept them 
off. They caught me by tIle legs, and I carry the marks there to-day. One of 
the men on horseback blew a horn, which called the hounds off, and I was 
irlarched back afoot. I was taken to Oaptain Wirz. He ordered me into the 
stocks. I was put into the stocks with my head fastened by a board, and my 
~rws stretched out. They pretended to have us in the shade, but I was kept 
m:the hot broiling sun. For thirty-six uours I had nothing to eat, and but two 
dl;mks of water out of that dirty creek. When I appealed to Oaptain Wirz 
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about it he told me to dry up, or he would blow my damned brains out, that I 
deserved to be hung. After I was taken out of the stocks, I was ironed. I had 
shackles fastened around each leg, au iron ring, and a bar of iron between my 
legs. Thb kept my legs separated about eighteen inches, so that I had to 
shuffle along. There was nothing done to cure 'my legs. Scurvy fell into the 
wounds, but still I was kept in irons. After being ironed I was put back into the 
stockade, and then I got something to eat such as it was. I was kept in irons 
thirty-two days. Captain vVirz saw me during that time. It was done by his 
order. They pretended that the rebel doctor had ordered them off. A rebel 
sergeant came in with an axe and chisel, and cut the irons off on an old black 
stump where I was lying. I don't believe that the rebel doctor gave any such 
order. They were afraid of Sherman at that time, and had the white flag up in 
the camp. r.rhat was in June, 1864, when I got away. It was July wheu they 
put me in irons. 

WIRZ BEATS A PRISONER WITH HIS REVOLVER, CAUSING HIS DEATH. 

At the time Stoneman's m'en were captured aud brought there I was at Cap
tain Wirz's headquarters and saw Captain Wirz stripping and searching the 
men. One of them, a Michigan man, said something to him, and Captain Wirz 
struck him on the head with a revolver. The man was about seventeen or 
eighteen years old. He took fits and died in tlu'ee or four days af~erwards. 
That young soldier died about three or four days after the squadron came there. 
It was in ,July. About three or four days afterwards that man died. He was 
laid near the soutli goate of the stockade, near where the colored prisoners were. 
I believe lIe died from the effects of the wounds inflicted by Captain Wirz. He 
took fits right a\vay. He had fits on the ground after he was struck.. He had 
three or four fits. Every day I would crawl up to him aud pound him on the 
feet to relieve him. '1'he boy died. The wound was on the top of the head 
with a revolver, a big revolver; Captain Wil'Z carded it at his left side, with a 
fair-leather holster and fair-leather belt. He had the pistol always out. He 
went with it in his hand all the time. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PRISONERS. 

Captain Wirz even took buttons from Stoneman's men, saying that he had 
seen such things as putting money in buttons. Captain Wirz took clothing, 
money, and everything the soldiers had from them at the time. Some of them 
had blankets and they were taken from them. He sent them into the stockade, 
with nothing on them but undershirt and drawers. He said they were nothing 
but a pack of damned raiders and that they ought all to he hung. '1'hese were 
Stoneman's cavalry. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

The first night that we went into the stockade, the 28th of March, was a 
very dark, rainy night. I saw Captain Wirz (I did not then know who he 
was) kicking a poor mere skeleton and cursing him. I was not the only one 
who saw him do that. I can name four officers who saw him do it. He knocked 
him over and kicked him. I do not know whether the man died or not. The 
officers I refer to were Lieutenant Colonel Dickinson, tenth Michigan infantry, 
the adjutant of the nineteenth United States infantry, the surgeon ofthe sevent;r
fifth Illinois infantry, and Lieutenant Oates, third Ohio cavalry. I saw hun 
order men who were in a dangerous condition of health back; shove them back· 
and kick them at times. 0 
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STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

I heard Captain Wirz at one time threaten a starving man who was in our 
"ninety." We were all pretty able men, as he had not been long in prison, and 
we stood in line pretty well. '1']lat seemed to please him Some of the others 
on the 'north side of the atockade were not able to stand in line. Captain Wirz 
turned to us and said he would not give them fellows anything to eat for forty
eight hours; and he dirl not give them anything to eat for forty-eight hours. 
Captain vVirz cut off the rations of prisoners at another time. Rations 
were cut off three or foul' or five times. Once we had not a mouthful for three 

'dl1Ys. That was because some one had escaped from the stockade and he could 
not find out who. He cut off the rations of the whole stockade, when there were, 
I think, thirty-five thousand of us. 

PRISONERS SHOT BY WIRZ'S ORDERS. 

I saw this man killed whom they called Chickamauga. I heard Captain Wirz 
give orders to shoot him. It was in the latter part of May, 1864. He was a 
silly man, who belonged to company G, eighty·fourth Illinois, third division, 
fourth corps. We used to call him" Mutton head." He was a kind of idiot. 
'l'he boys got to plaguing- him. He went to Captain Wirz and wanted bim to 
take him ont of the stockade. He was a cripple. They had taken his leg off 
in rebeldom, Captain Wirz cursed him and told him to go off or he would 
blow his damned brains out. He then told the guard if the man crossed the 
line again to blow his damned brains out. As Captain Wirz went out the man 
a~ain crossed the dead-line and began to "blow" and halloo. I heard Captain 
Wirz call out to the guard to shoot him. The guard fired and' killed the man. 
The ball struck him in the jaw, passed through the body and came out the left 
shoulder blade. He was carried to the hospital, which was then inside the stock
'ade, but before reaching there he died. I saw Captain vVirz after he gave the 
order to the guard at the rebel sentry box with the guard who bad fired, There 
was a crowd collected to see the man, and Captain Wirz told them if they would 
not go back that he would fire a whole volley into them. Captain Wirz laid 
out the dead·line. ~ saw him laying it out. I saw him around with the men 
who were putting it up. That was in the latter part of April, 1864. I heard 
him give orders that if anyone crossed it he would be shot. One day about the 
middle of July they were carrying out the sick to the south gate. '1'here was 
one small gate opened, a kind of little wicket, through which they took the sick 
men one at a time. There was a great crowd there. There were no less than 
two thousand sick men and those who were trying to carry them out. There 
were two guards at the time inside the stockade. Captain Wirz gave orders 
that if anyone stepped there the guard should blow him through. The guard 
said that he could not keep them back. The captain hallooed out to shoot them 
if they did not stand back. '1'he sentinel had his musket pointed against a man's 
stomach and he fired and killed a man from Pennsylvania. That happened about 
the middle of July. It happened right after the order given by Captain Wirz. 
'l'he man was not trying to escape. He was a sergeant trying to get a sick mall 
to the gate. I recognized Captain vVirz. He had on a black l+niform-a citi
zen's (loat with the skirt cut 'off, making a jacket of it, and a navy cap with a 
glazed cover on it. I heard his voice, and I would know it anywhere. 

TREATME;'olT iJF THE SICK. 

The doctor did not come every day, and they carried men out to the gate and 
ba,ck. 'rhere was a man in my tent by the name of Hicks; he belonged to the 
75th Illinois regiment. He was very sick. Foul' men carried him, out in a 
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blanket. I was going out to the doctor to see if I could get anything for him, 
for the scurvy. '1'he doctor said that there was nothing the matter with him, 
and that he was not fit to go to the hospital. Captain Wirz ordered him to be 
brought back as fast as he could be. Before he got inside the wide gate, he 
looked up and said, " good bye, boys," and that was the last I saw of him ; he 
was a dead man. The men were left until they were almost dead, so that it was 
never thought they could get well; then they were taken to the hospital. The 
diseases Were principally scurvy and diarrhcea. It. was customary there among 
us to bid every man who was seut to the hospital, good bye. Whenever a man 
went to the hospital, we knew he would never come back. We knew he was a 
dead man. I bid one man farewell. That young man, George White, lived in 
Germantown, Pennsylvania, and belonged to the marine corps. He was a yOllng 
boy with whom I was brought up. He started off to hospital. I said to him, 
" gooll bye, Geo.rge," and he told me if I lived to get out of that place, to 
tell his mother that he was not afraid to die, that he was ready to die. A few 
days afterwards! was going up to Captain vVirz's headquarters. and passing 
the dead-house, I saw George there, and at the same time Captain Wirz with 
two sentinels. I a.sked Captain Wirz if I could not take a lock of his hair. 
Captain Wirz spoke up and said, "no." I insisted upon it, and he told me if 
I went there he would blow my damned brains out. George White was then 
in the dead-house, dead. Captain Wirz finally prevented me. That was the 
morning of the 21st of June, 1864. Captain Wirz would make all the sick men 
come out and stand up. He said if they were not all there he would stop their 
rations. Some of the sergeants wanted to show him the men in their quarters 
where they lay, but he would have them broilght out. Sometimes they were 
from six to eight hours in the hot sun. The men would sometimes lay these 
sick men down, and when they would see Captain Wirz coming out they would 
raise them up quickly. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I have seen several cases of shooting men on the dead-line. I saw one case 
of shooting. There were something like 250 or 300 men in the creek· bathing 
one day in July. I do not recollect the flate. I saw one sentry in his box
the second box on the left of the south gate-a little tallow-faced fellow. He 
was standing there, and he turned around and nodded his head at a southern 
woman who was standing outside. She nodded in return. I was standing on 
the rise at the bottom of the swamp and saw this. The next thing I knew I 
saw this rebel put up his gun and fire into the party of men bathing. He shot 
one man through the head. With that she beg'an to jump and dance and wave her 
handkerchief. '1'hey took the sentinel from his post, and what they did with him 
I don't know. I heard that the sentries got furloughs for shooting Yankees. I 
heard that fi.·om some of the 5th Georgia, the new issue as they called themselves. 
I noticed that the sentries were taken right down from their posts after they had 
fired upon men on the dead-line. They never appeared to be arrested. The 
officer would go up there and look over the dead-line to see what was the effect 
of the shot. Another sentinel would come up with him and would be left there, 
and the one who fired would be taken off. It did not look like an arrest. The 
man who was shot while bathing was fully five feet from the dead-line in the 
creek bathing. '1'here were about 250 of them there. I saw one crazy man 
shot inside the dead-line. He was perfectly naked. vVe told the sentinel that 
he was a crazy man, but he fired and killed him. That sentry was relieved 
right away. His post was on the left side of the stockade, right by the creek. 
This man would get down anywhere, sometimes in the dead-line, and wou!d 
roll about perfectly crazy. That is another July instance. It happened 1U 

July, 1864. I did not know his name. There were very few men in the 
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stockade whose names I kuew. I cannot tell ,how many men I know of having 
been killed at the dead line. '1'hey were killing them all the time and carrying 
them onto It was an every-day occurrence in different parts of the stockade. 
Men were killed there whom I did not see shot. 'rhey were cracking at them 
there day and night. 

CO\CDlTIO:'oI OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

Parties going into the stockade with each other would become separated and 
lose sight of each other. "Ve would go in there, and when the" nineties" would 
not be full the men would be scattered among them to fill up these ., nineties." 
That is the way we came not to know, half tbc time, where our comrades were. 
'1'hey would be calTied off to the hospital or carried off somewhere else and we 
would never see them agaiu. 'rhe stockade was the filthiest place that could 
be imag'ined. The filth was fully six inches deep. When I went in there it 
was in the night and was raining. The men were sitting- around fires that were 
no bigger than a spittoon, Maybe there would be a dozen men crouching over 
such a fire. We thought they were all negroes. 'rhey were half naked, with 
no shelter and with nothing to eat. Some of the men were lying out doors and 
some were lying in shelter tents on the ground. If they had a blanket they 
were fortunate; if not, they lay on the ground without any. '1'he water that 
ran through that stockade a horse would not drink. It was the filthiest stuff, 
with grease upon it. I complained to Captain Wirz and asked him if he could 
not stop the grease from the cook-house from being allowed to flow in there. 
He said it was good enough for me. I made that complaint about the latter part of 
J nne. I am not sure about the month. I made another complaint to him. He 
had been away two or three weeks sick. '1'he first time I saw him after he carne 
back he was riding on a gray horse inside the stockade, in a white suit. I went 
to him and asked him if I could not get a piece of soap. I said we were getting 
most outlandishly dirty, and that I would rather have my rations stopped thaEi 
not to be able to keep myself clean. He said we did not deserve any soap, and 
that was all the satisfaction I could get out of him. I was not sergeant of our 
ninety. Our sergeant was Sergeant Hope, of the ninety-eighth Illinois. 

VACCINATION. 

I knew a good many more than half a dozen who lost the use of their arm or 
lost their lives from vaccination. Some of the men got the small-pox. I believe 
there were some dozen cases. These men were carried out to the small-pox 
hospital. After that a fellow came around with vaccine matter, and every 
man who was vaccinated there lost the use of his arm or lost his life. 

ACHUFF'S ESCAPE, RECAPTURE BY THE DOGS, AND PUNISHMENT. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I was in the stockFlde about six months. I was never in the hospital. I was 

in there about two months before I broke out. I broke out in May. I did not 
"break out;" I walked out with the rebel guard, and ran off. One rebel soldier 
went out with me. HA had his Enfield rifle with him. Two other prisoners 
went out with me. We had got about a quarter of a mile from the stockade be
fore we overpowered the guard. It was right in sight of the stockade. I told 
him I wanted to go out for wood. That is what he supposed we were going 
for; that is what we did go for. We didn't hurt the guard, we choked him. 
We did not take him along with, us. ·We let him go and he ran back to the 
Btockade as fast as he could. As soon as we got his gun from him we let him 
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go. He rilll back to the stockade h.allooing" murder." 'fhere was no river to 
throw bim in. 'I'he creek would not hurt him. We made no such proposition 
as to throw hilll in the river; nothing more than to disarm him and let him. go. 
My comrades did not propose to throw him into the creek. I did not propose 
to throw him off the bridge. Neither of us did. He did not go with us after 
we overpowered him and took his gun away from him. I guess we had gone 
~,bout one hundred miles from there before we heard any hounds. These were 
the hounds that belonged to the jail. Tbey belonged to Ben. Harris. I saw 
these hounds before that. They were the same hounds that were used around 
the stockade. I know that to be so. &oven rebels on horseback were with the 
hounds. They told me one was Ben. Harris. I do not know whether it was 
or not. They came close enough to take hold of me. I did not know any of 
them. I do not know whether they were rebel soldiers or not. There were no 
two of them dressed alike. They were armed. Oue of them had a sporting 
rifle and the rest had pistols. I never saw any horses used there except by the 
field officers, and I would n9t know them if I saw them again. I do not know 
whether these were the horses used by the officers or not. I never saw these 
men before or after that. Captain Wirz was not along with them. Iron shackles 
were put around my akles, and an iron bar between my legs. I saw our soldiers 
put in irons at A.tlanta, Georgia. They were the same kind of irons used at 
Andersonville. I never saw soldiers in the Union service with irons Oll; I never 
heard of it. 

By the COURT: 
I do not know how far Flint river is from Andersonville. I took across about 

ten miles from the east corner to the ]'lint river. I struck the Flint river about 
ten miles off. I took a good while to g'et there. We travelled to the east 
through the woods. We crossed the river so often to keep the hounds from 
tracking us. We thought we could evade the hounds in that way. We rowed 
down a bit in an old flat boat, of which we broke the lock with a rock. We 
rowed down the river in this boat and then let the boat go. We did not know 
what points we were at, and we kept going backward and forward to try and 
distract the hounds. I do not mean to say that the hounds were on both sides 
of the river. We did not know what side of the river they were on, and that 
was what kept us at that work. I had nothing on but a pair of pants made out 
of two rebel meal sacks, which I stole out of a rebel commissary store. I had 
on mighty little at first. I had a pair of pants and blouse, but they were worn 
out. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PRISONERS. 

By COUNSEL: 

I saw men stripped right by Captain Wirz's headquarters. I do not know 
where the surgeon's headquarters were. It was at Captain Wirz's headquarters; 
it was not near the depot. I never saw any men searched up at the depot 

By the GOURT : 

I never heard Captain Wirz give any orders to take watches from our prison
ers, but I saw him do it when Stoneman's cavalry came in. I saw him "go 
through" the prisoners and rob them himself, at his headquarters, taking from 

. them money and everything else they had. 

By COUNSEL: . 
I have seen him putting somethingin his pockets; I do not know what it was; I 

call110t, designate anything which I know he took. I saw him come out with a 
whole handful of buttons. 
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By the OOUllT: 
I saw articles of clothing taken from Stoneman's men. I saw hats and pants 

and jackets and boots taken from them. I heard Oaptain Wirz order them to 
be taker). off. I saw Oaptain Wirz take them, and saw the guards haul them 
off. They never were returned to them while I was there. I was stripped in 
the same way, but not by him. 

By OOU~SEL: 

The first thillg that was taken from me was by General Wheeler. He took 
Illy pocket-book. It contained thirty-five cents and three United States postage 
stamps. Tile next thing taken from me was by :Major General Hindman at 
Dalton, Grorgia. He took my hat off my head, a Burnside hat, and put it on 
his own. There they stripped ille of boots aud everything else. I never was 
on parole at Andersonville. I was not outside at liberty. They wanted me to 
go out on parole, bat I would not. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE Gl'ARDS. 

The dead-line was laid out in the lattl'\r part of April, 1864. Captain Wirz 
laid it out. I don't know who was with him. I don't know how many were 
with him; I should think about half a dozen. 1 did not see any officers with 
him. I did not see any officer going round to inspect it before that. I do not 
know what was done with the sentinels who were removed from their posts after 
shooting men. I only know they were taken off; all the reason I heard was 
that they g'ot a furlough. I do not know anything about the rule. I only know 
that when a sentinel sbot a man he was taken otT his post. I heard they got a 
furlough. That was all the reason I ever heard. 

SEPTEMBER 5, 1865. 
DANIEL W. BUSSINGER, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United States. I was in the tenth 

Pennsylvania reserves. I was captured on the 21st of :May, 1864, at Spottsyl
vania Oourt House. I was taken to Libby prison, and from there to A~derson
ville, Georgia. I arrived at Andersonville on the 7th of June 1864. 

THE ORDERS TO THE GUARDS. 

Oaptain Wirz was in command of the prison when I went there. The weather 
was very warm when I got there. We were counted off in front of Oaptain 
Wirz's headquarters. It was very warm weather and we were forced to stand 

. out for four hours while the sergeant called the roll and took our names. Some 
of the boys were snn-struck and fell down and we volunteered to carry them 
into the shade. Oaptain Wirz gave orders to the guards that if any man steppeJ 
out of the ranks he was to be shot; at the same time we were in want of water, 
but they would not ,give us any. I asked some from one of the guards, and 
Captain Wirz gave orders to.the guards that any man who asked for water 
would be shot. He said they were damned Yankees and did not need any water. 
When the men fell down there and fainted, Oaptain ,Virz said that if it lay in 
his power he \Vould m lke the victory complete; that the men who fell down there 
and fainted deserved to die there. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I heard shots fired into tbe stockade very frequently. I have heard shots 
fired over the stockade by men outside of the guards, I suppose. They.were not 
fired at any person, but, were. fired over the stockade I never heard Oaptain 
vVirz give any orders as to firing into the stockade. I have seen men shot there. 
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In the early part of July one man was shot down there at the run. That was 
the first case. In the middle of Jnly a man was shot belonging to the 118th 
Pennsylvania volunteers. I am not able to give his na,me. I saw him sllOt. 
He was shot at the run getting water. He was killed. Oaptain Wirz was not 
present. The man was not on the' dead-line: he was getting water. The 
water that carne into the stockade was very greasy. and the man wanted to get 
the best watet' he could, and in doing so he approached too near to the dead-line 
and was shot. 'rhat was the first instance I saw. 'rhe man was carried to the 
south gate after he was shot. He remained there about two hours and was then 
carried off to the dead-house. The prisoner was at the stockade while the man 
lay there. I did not hear him say anything. I saw a mall shot on the 18th 
of July, iu the northeast part of the stockade. I do not know his name. He 
belonged to the 118th Pennsylvania. He "was shot through the hip; he was 
lying in his tent at night when he was shot. He wa~ carried out next morning to 
the doctors, and I saw him lying there waiting for his turn to be carried out. 
He was not dead. I am not able to state whether he died or not. I did not 
see Captain Wirz there. I saw another man shot by the dead-line. I cannot 
say at what time. '1'he prisoner was not present. Oaptain Wirz was present 
when the first one was brought up to the south gate t() be carried out. I did 
not hear him make any remarks. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

Our rations were stopped from the third to the fifth of July. I have seen the 
rations of sick men stopped. vVhen the men began to go out there were some 
few who were not able to follow the detachment. They were ordered over to 
the barracks at the north part of the stockade. Some of them walked too fast. 
Oaptain Wirz was there and ordered them back and had their rations stopped. 
I had charge of two or three of these sick men who were taken to the barracks, 
and I had to feed them out of what little rations I had for two or three days. 
These sick men did not get well. One of them was Hugh Lynch of Philadel
phia; he belonged to the third Pennsylvania cavalry. Another was William 
Ouyger of the same regiment. I am not able to state how soon they died after 
their rations were stopped. I have no doubt they died from the effect of having 
their rations stopped. It was nearer a week than. two weeks afterwards that 
they died. Another was called Williarp. Waterhouse. He belonged to the same 
regiment, the third Pennsylvania cavalry. 

SUFFERINGS FROM HUNGER. 

'1'he men were very emaciated. I have seen them searching for food that 
. passed through men, not digested, down in the sink and in the marsh. I have 
seen them searching in the filth that was thrown away; they would pick up 
anything dropped from the wagon that brought the rations, bits of corn bread, 
or any scraps thrown from the raiders' tents; anything in the way to be eaten 
was picked up by such men. I have seen them eat this undigested food. 'rhey 
would wash it and eat it. 

THI!: SUPPLY OF VEGETABLES AT ANDERSONVILLE.' 

I was outside the stockade no more than to carry out dead men: I saw vege
tables about there in the stockade" and outside;" I.saw almost everything that is 
to be had in the northern market. I saw melons, potaJoes, onions, beans, green 
peas, peaches, ancI apples. The sutler of the camp used to bring them in, and 
the men used to purchase from him unless they could barter with one of the 
rebel sergeants who callecI the roll. I do not know the sutler; I never became 
acquainted with him; I am not able to state whethel' he was a Union man 'or 
not. 
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TREATMENT OF THE DEA~ 

Two men were buried inside the stockade after the men began to go away. 
There was one dead man who lay in the barracks about four days. He became 
putrid and was not carried out. Whose fault it was I do not know. He was 
buried there. 

Another man was buried there very near the raiders' tent; I saw his grave. 
I am not able to state why these men were buried inside the stockade. I sup
pose the one who died up at the barracks would have been carried out if the 
men had not gone away. That was the only way we could get wood. and when 
the men began to go out the wood became plenty. '1'he man was not in a con
dition to be carried out when he Was buried; his body was decayed. I mean 
by the raiders' tent, the tent of the desperadoes who infested the camp there, 
plundering their comrades of rations, or anything else they could find. They 
were some of the men who were afterwards hanged. '1'here was an organized 
band of them of about five hundred. 

THE ORDERS TO THE GUARD. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 

I saw O~ptain Wirz inside the stockade every day. He came sometimes with 
the quartermaster looking after tunnels. That was the general vocation of him 
and the quartermaster.' Tunnelling occm'red every day; it was princ~lly done 
by our own men. These ugly fellows did not have much to do with it. They 
got on always very well in the stockade, and did not want to get/out. I first 
went into the stockade on the 7th of June, 1864. I never was:o"n duty outside 
the stockade. I never had a parole. Oaptain Wirz kept me without water. 
Oaptain Wirz never used any personal violeBce toward me. I heard Oaptain 
Wirz give the order to shoot men if they would not stand up. Nobody was 
shot by reason of that order. The order did hurt somebody, for the men lay 
there in the hot sun, and if he had not given that order, we should have volun
teered to carry them out into the shade. After giving that order we did not 
dare to move. I was deprived of water for four hours. We had none since we 
left Augusta He had it on hand; I saw it there. He gave it to his own 
guards, but did not give us any. 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 
SEPTEMBER 5, 1865. 

HORATIO B. TERRELL, for the prosecution: 
I was in the ITnited States service; in the.72d Ohio infantry. I was taken 

prisoner on the 12th of June, 1864, and was taken to Andersonville on the 19th 
of June, 1864. I have often heard the prisoner use violent language to prison
ers when they were being counted off. He said that if more than four damned 
Yankees got into a rank, he would make four out of them very quick. I re
member that he came into the stockade one day during the winter and one of 
the men showed him his rations of corn bread, and asked him politely if he 
could not give us a little more. Oaptain Wirz turned around, drew his pistol 
and said" God damn you, I will give you bullets for bread." I do not recol
lect in what hand he held his pistol. I presume he held it in his right hand 
from the fact that if he used his left hand, I should have remembered it dis
t,inctly. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

Our rations were stopped about ten or twelve days altogether when I was at 
Andersonville. Not continuously. They were stopped about the 4"h of July, 
I think for two days. . 
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CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

'1'here was very little accommodation in camp as to sinks. There was not 
accommodation for mOl'e than a twentieth of the men at the sinks. A great 
many of the men were sick and weak, and could not walk so far a~. to get to 
the sink. It was fully a quarter of a mile from some parts of the camp, and 
they used the swamp instead, so that it soon became covered for it foot deep or 
more with human excrement. A good many sick men were not able to go to 
the swamp, and had their comrades dig holes for them by the side of their tents. 
In this way a good deal of the ground along the edges of the tents was soon 
perforated with these holes. This made it unhealthy and spoiled the water to 
some extent which was in our wells. The whole ground in the swamp was 
perfectly poisonous from the filth and urine that had accumulated there, and 
any prisoner having the least scratch on his foot and going there, would get it 
poisoned, so that his foot would swell up and would gangrene in a short time. 
Frequently they lost their limbs aild sometimes their lives. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

The dead-house was at the hospital during the first part of the time I was 
there. I carried out two men at different times and brought in wood on my re
turn. But soon afterwards it was changed and put nearer the stockade, so that 
we only had to take the dead just outside the south gate. and that cut off the 
supply of wood. I counted f01'ty-six corpses one day in the dead-house at the 
hospital. After they moved the dead-house nearer the stockade I saw what I 
should judge to be from seventy-five to one hundred dead men lying there in the 
sun. I have seen them carried away in wagons. We could see them plainly 
from the interior of the stockade when they took them away. About every day 
they would take them away. One man would go to the heels of a corpse and 
the other to the head, and they would swing him into the wagon. They would 
pile them in just like dead hogs from the slaughter houses. I suppose there 
were eighteen or tw:enty to a load. 

THE PRISON RULES. 

Q. Have' you ever heard Captain Wirz read any rules for shooting men 1 and· 
if so, state what they were. . 

Objected to by counsel for the accused, unless the rules themselves were pro
duced. 

Q. Do you know where the 111les are 1 
A. I do not.
 
'1'he ASi:HSTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE. I call upon the prisoner to produce thein.
 
Mr. BAKER. We call upon the govel'llment, that has all the papers, to produce
 

them. 
The ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE. vVe have searched for the rules, but can

not find them. 
The court overruled the objection, and decided that evidence of the contents 

of the rules ~hould be given. . 
Wl'r:-JEss. When we came to Andersonville the second time, about the 21st 

of December, 1864, and when we were being arrang'l'd into detachments, or after 
we were arranged, Captain Wirz came to each detachment and read the rules 
which he had adopted for the government of us as prisoners of war. The rules 
stated that we would be shot if we entered into the dead-line, and that any 
prisoner speaking to the guard wonld be shot by the gnard without halting. He 
went on to explain that a little. He sairl that if any of the Yankees traded 
with the guards and if the guards took their money and did not give them any
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thing for it, and if afterwards the Yankee came to him to complain, lie shonld 
punish the Yankee and say" bully" to the gnard. He also stated in the rules 
that if we committed any mischief, such as taking up boards or disturbed any
thing, our rations would be cut off until the perpetrators were found and pun
ished. 

PRECEDENCE IN EXCHANGE TO THOSE WHO PA Y FOR ITo 

I never saw any articles of value taken from the prisimlj.l.'S at Andersonville. 
I know of money being taken by the guards for permitting prisoners to go out. 
'rhere was money taken about the middle of March, 1865, when an exchange 
apparently was agreed upon. The rebel sergeants came in, and Selman, the 
rebel sutler, and Mr. Barr, the rebel quartermaster, and they told the boys that 
if they would give so much money, they should be the first to go out, and those' 
who gave money-were the first men who were taken out for exchange. Some 
that I know of paid twenty dollars and some paid less. These persons were 
under Captain Wirz's command. '1'hey were in every clay to call the roll. 
These propositions were tolerable open. They did not stand up and proclaim 
it, but they went to a good many who they supposed had money and told them 
of it. I know of men who gave money, and I know of men who. gave a lot of 
brass buttons to get out. I do not know of the prisoner having received any 
for that purpose. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I do not know that Captain vVirz came in there and forbade anybody giving 

money to get out. I do not know 6f his coming in there and blaming those who 
were paying money. I never heard such a thing, and I was on the look-out for 
it. I don't thiuk he was in there during those three days at all. 

By the COURT: 
This money was taken from the 15th to the 25th of last March, eontinuously 

for seven days. Several train loads of prisoners were taken out. 

REFUSAL TO EXCHANGE PRISONERS.. 

When I speak of being there the second time, I mean that I went fi'om An 
dersonvillein the fall. I went to Sherman's lines to be exchanged and was 
refused. I.w'Ont to Savannah and to Millen, from Millen to Savannah again, 
and to Blackshire and Thomasville, and then marched sixty miles afoot to Al
bany and then to Andersonville again, arriving there about three days before 
Christmas. I was exchanged finally, reaching our lines on the 1st day of April. 
The reason assigned by the officers therefor refusing to exchange us at first was 
that we had not been captured ai'ound Atlanta. 'l'hey were exchange officers. 
It was a special exchange of 2,000 men, and although we belonged to Sherman's 
army, we had been captured in Mississippi, and 101 of us, I think, were sent 
back to the rebels again. That was at Rough and Ready, near Atlanta. That 
was on the 19th of September, 1864, I believe. We left Andersonville on 
the 17th. We were scut back because we did not come under the terms of 
the special exchange agreed upon between General Sherman and General Hood. 
We understood it was the ruling of General Sherman himself. The exchange 
officer first told us that we would have to send word to General Sherman about 
our case, and in about two or three hours word came that we could not be received, 
and we understood that it was from General Sherman himself. I do not know, 
only as we heard from the authorities there. We thought very hard about being 
taken back again. ' 
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SEPTEMBER 5, 1865. 
ROBERT MERTON, for the prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the United States, in the 97th Pennsylvania 

regiment. I was taken prisoner. I was first taken to Petersburg aud then to 
Andersonville. I went to Andersonville on the 16th of May, 1864. 

SUPPLIE8 FROM THE NORTH. 

I was twice at the depot there. I saw a storehouse there about 150 feet long 
and 40 feet wide. I was never in it. I looked in. I saw sacks and bags. It 
was about half full of sacks, and there was a small quantity of boxes at one end 
of it. I have seen sanitary clothing on paroled men outside. I never saw any 
on anybody else. I saw shirts worn by others than our own men. I believe I 
saw shirts worn by Captain Wirz. They were white linen shirts. They were 
marked" Sanitary Commission." I know of boxes being received from the 
north by prisoners, I received one myself. A piece of smoked beef and a tin 
of butter was in it. About a pound and a half of butter and two pounds and a 
half of smoked beef. 'l'here was clothing and two letters sent in that box. but 
I never received them. llearned its contents from a letter which I received 
previQus, in which tel} dollars was sent, but I never received the ten dollars. I 
received the letter, but it was open when I received it. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKE:" FROM PRISONERS. 

Forty dollars and a watch was taken from a prisoner. It was taken from 
Robert Merton. Some was taken from Alexander Forbes, company B, ninety
seventh Pennsylvania. This was at Petersburg. The money and watches w'ere 
forwarded in a box which were delivered to Captain Wirz. The box contained 
money and jewelry belonging to prisoners and which were taken with us. 
rrhirty-nine prisoners had articles in that box. Two of them received watches 
in Andersonville. Nothing else was given back to them that I know of. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I saw hounds at Andersonville. I saw one man who was torn on tIle leg by 
them. He was taken out of the stDckade and I never saw him afterwards. He 
was removed to the hospital. 

THE CHAIN-GANG AND STOCKS.. 

I saw thirteen men in the chain-gang outside the stockade. I saw. tIlem two 
or three times. I saw men in the stocks and the chain-gang frequently. I never 
saw the stocks empty. 

A NEGRO SOLDIER WHIPPED BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

One man who was whipped was a soldier belonging to the eighth United 
States· colored troops. He was a colored man named Hawkins. He was ordered 
by Wil;z to receive five hundred lashes. The sergeant miscounted and he received 
two hundred and fifty. Since that he has returned to his regiment. That 
was outside the stockade. He was whipped for calTying onions to the hospital; 
to the sick men in the hospital, I believe. Wirz gave the order for the applica' 
tion of five hundred lashes. I -believe he was not present when they were 
given. A man named Turner, who used to run the hounds, was I believe, the 
man who whipped him. 
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CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

I saw a boy kicked by Oaptain Wirz.. He·was kicked while out on the sick 
list by Oaptain Wirz for not getting out of the way in time. He was carried 
back to. his detachment and the next morning he was taken out. I don't know 
what became of him afterwards. It was rumored in camp that he died. That 
was in the month of July. I don't know what the boy's name was. I don't 
know what regiment he belonged to. 

A COLORED MAN SHOT BY WIRZ. 

I saw one man shot and heard the dying statement of a colored man who was 
shot. That dying statement was, that Oaptain vVirz had shot him in the back. 
There was a bullet in his back when he died. The statement was made to 
Richard Fitzgerald, of the eleventh Oonnecticut regiment, who took it down in 
his diary. After that Fitzgerald was shot and his diary was taken away; by 
whom I do not know. I saw Fitzgerald after he was shot. He was shot by . 
the guurd. His tent was close to the dead-line. Some said that he had rolled 
half way over the dead-line; some said not. I presume he rolled with his feet 
over the dead-line and was shot. They were carried next morning to the gate 
and taken out. I do not recollect the name of the colored man who gave his 
dying statement. He stated why Oaptain Wirz shot him. It was for refusing 
to go outside and work. 

SHOOTING O~· PRISONEI{S BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw the guard shoot one man while he was reaching under the dead-line for 
wuter. I don't know his name. It was in July. It was rumored that Oaptain 
Wirz was in the sentry-box, but I did not see him. I saw the guard shoot a 
man at the gate when he was going on sick list. q'he guard was a young man 
about eighteen. years old. 'rhe sergeant, I believe it was Sergeant Smith, asked 
who had shot him. The young man said he had shot. him, and using an oath, 
which I do not like to repeat in court, he said that he would shoot any other· 
Yankee if he thought he could get a sixty-days' furlough by shooting two 
instead of one. The guard was reflloved from his post, and I never saw him 
again while I was there.. I saw a one-legged man shot at the creek. I do not 
know his name. He was called, I believe, " OraZ"J Jim." He wa.s considered 
crazy. He was shot in July; about the middle of July. He was killed in
stantly. I don't know whether Oaptain Wirz was present or not at that time. 
It was rumored that he WilS in the sentry-box. I did not see him. I saw three 
men shot in all, the three I have already des::ribed. I did not see any more 
.cases of shootiug. 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

I heard Oaptain Wirz make remarks concerning the prisoners on the south 
side of the stockade. After the loss of his watch, I believe, and being insulted 
by the prisoners on that side, he said that, if he could help it, not twenty-four 
of the prisoners then on the south side should get out either by exchange or on 
parole. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
This threat was in consequence of either losing his watch or being insulted. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

The rations were stopped, I believe, on the third or fourth-of July. The 
cause was that a man was taken out for running a man to the dead-line who had 
betrayed the opening of a tunnel. I know nothing about turning the guns 
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of the fort on the guard. The only tunnel I know of was' the tunnel with 
which I was connected. . It was on the south side. We had been tunnelling 
for three weeks, when a man, I don't know his name or his regiment, told Quar
termaster Humeswhere the tunnel was. We bad got so far that, if the man had 
not betrayed us, or had not been a "down-easter," as we termed it, we would 
have got out the next night, but as we were betrayed"ve did not g-et out at all. 

hardly know how many would have escaped. Some twenty or twenty five 
were engaged in dig-ging the tunnel. Seven hundred or two thousand might 
have escaped, for all I know, after we got out. I know nothing of the plan to 
turn the guns on the guard. We dug that tunnel with tin plates, oyster shells, 
and such other articles as we could get. I know of no other tunnels besides 
that one. 

By the COURT: 
According to our calculation the tunnel was one hundred and forty feet long. 

It was on the south side of the stockade, about thirty-five feet from the creek. 
The diameter of the tunnel was about three and one-half feet. vVe would< have 
to crawl through it. 

TREATMENT OF UNITED STATES COLORED SOLDIERS AT ACOIDERSONVILLF.. 

SEPTEMBER 5, 1865. 
FRANK MADDOX, for the prosecution: 
I belong to the 35th United States. I was at Andersonville, GeOl'gia, as a 

prisoner. I was there about eleven muHths. I was taken there April l.~t, 1864. 
I left there February 2d, 1865. vVhell I was taken there I was put in the. 
stockade and stayed there about two months, until my wounds got well enough 
to allow me to work. I was then taken ont and put to work. t was wounded 
in the hip and fdot. I was wounded at Olustee, Florida. 'Vhen they took us 
out 'of the stockade, they P'lt us to work, pulling up stoops around the stockade, 
cutting wood, and doing first one thing and then another. vVe were in and out 
until the 2d or 3d of September. We were then taken out and put to burying 
the dead. I did not assist in building the fortifications. We helped to enlarge 
the stockade. We commenced on that, I think, the 1st of June. I know Cap
tain Wirz, . I heard Captain Wirz make threats as to what he would do with 
us. One morning, I think it was iu February, they sent us to the swamp to 
ditch. It was ..ery cold, and the boys did not want to go. Captaili 'Virz told 
the sergeant in charge, if we dirl not go, to take a club, and kill the last "damned 
one of us, and let the buzzards eat us." I am speaking of the colored men. 
My wounds hurt me while I was at work; they had not healed up. I did no~ 
complain. I saw no use in complaining. Those who did compl~in did not get 
anything done for them. I heard men complain to Captain Wirz about their 
sufferings from cold. 'When I was there in April it was very cold and we had 
no wood and nothing to lie upon, except the ground. One morning the sergeant. 
asked him to let us go out and get some wood. He said he wa.s not going to do 
it; that he did not care a damn if we all died. The sergeant intimated to us 
that Captain Wirz gave the men a thirty days' furlongh every time they shot a 
Yankee. He would never treat us boys as Captain Wirz wanted him to treat 
us. He wanted him to be whipping us and knocking us abont, and he did not 
do it ,Captain Wirz ordered him to do it. T IJave seen him many times 
when he gave the orders. I looked right at him when the words came out of 
his mouth. I never saw colored men put in the stocks or the chain-gang. 
vVhen they wanted to punish them, they pnt them across a log and whipped 
them half to death and put them back to work. 

By the COURT: 
I don't know exactly how many colored men were there. When I left there, 
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were only fifty-four. They were all prisoners. They were not all at work 
outside. Some were not able to work. Some had only one leg and some ·had 
only one arm. Th:>se who were able to do any work were at work outside. 
'rhose who were not able to work received very bad treatment. Once for a 

_week they did not get anything to eat. That was in September. The colored 
prisoners were in a gang by themselves up towards the south gate. They were 
treated in no other way differently from the white soldiers. 

A NEGRO SOLDIER WHIPPED BY WIRZ'S ORDER • 

. By JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

Oaptain Wirz never inflicted any puuishment of any kind on me but he did 
on others. One he had whipped. I was up at his office in the morning to get 
an order for rations for the boys who would be out at work. He thought I was 
the man and commenced to curse me. The sergeant told him I was not the 
man, and called IIp Isaac Hawkins and asked him what he had been doing. 

.He told him nothing. Oaptain Wirz hauled back and knocked him to the side 
of the tent and told Turner to take him, strip him, and give him five hundred 
lashes, calling him" a damned Yankee son of a bitch." They gave him two 
hundred and fifty lashes, and the sergeant who was boss over us, and counted 
tbem, told Turner that he haa given him five hundred, when he had only given 
him .two hundred and fifty. The man was then loosed, and taken to the black
smith shop, and had about two feet of chain put on him, and was sent to the 
graveyard to work, being told that ifhe stopped five minutes during the day, 
be would get two hundred and fifty more. '1.'he man was whipped on the bare 
back. He was stripped naked and put across a log, and they whipped him 
from his feet up to his head, across his back. They whipped him all over. He 
was whipped with a leather strap about as wide as my forefinger, attached to a 
staff about two feet long. 

THE STOCKS. 

I have often seen the stocks, and saw men in them. The stocks were about 
twenty feet long, with places for men's heads and arms; holes to put their heads 
through, and holes beneath for their feet, and then there was a plank to chain 
them down to, so that they could not get out. 

A WHITE PRISONER WHIPPED BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I know of a white man coloring himself and trying to escape. The man came 
out in the morning when we did. He had blackened himself and intended to 
get out to work where we were, so that he could get a chance to get away. 
They found him out, and Oaptain Wirz told the sergeant to take him, strip him, 
and give him thirty-nine lashes on his naked back, and he did so. He then 
ordered the man to be put in the stocks. Captain Wirz said the man had blacked 
himself to be a nigger, and, God damn him, he would give him a nigger's law. 
That was thirty-nine lashes. He was whipped, but I don't know whether they 
put him in the stocks or not. I went off to work. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I saw twelve men in the chain-gang lor about a week. They had iron collars 
on their necks, and the chain connecting them all together, a ball and chain on 
their feet, and a large ball in between every four men. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I saw the hounds, and saw them running men, and saw one man who h:;td 
. been ·torn by them shockingly. Captain Wirz ordered him to be put in the 

stocks, and he stayed there until he was nearly dead. He was taken out, and 
H. Ex. Doc. 23--12 
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a couple of days afterwards his body was brought to the graveyard. This was 
in September, 1864. The dogs had torn all the calves of his legs clear up, and 
his back, and had also bitten him on the back of his neck. I saw him before 
he died, and I helped to bury him. I recognized the man I buried as the man 
who had been bitten by the dogs. I do not know his name or regiment. It 
happened in September. I know that Turner came to the graveyard, and said 
that there had been two men, and that l'lne of them he had let the dogs tear up 
in the woods. That was Turner who ran the dogs; did not see Captain Wirz 
there at that time. This man was put in the stocks by Captain Wirz's orders. 
Turner told me that the one who had been torn up in the woods was caught at 
the same time this man was. He said that he was killed; he said that when 
the dogs caught him, he wanted to fight, and they let the dogs teal' him up iu 
the woods and left him there. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

The ditch that the prisoners were buried in was laid off seven feet wide, I 
believe, and it was dUI?; scant three feet. The men were laid in side by side; 
most of them were naked. 'l'hey stripped them before they brollght them there, 
I don't know what became of the clothes that were taken off them. The boys 
who came up with them said that they had been taken for the rebels. There was a 
detail made of colored men to wash those clothes, I was not on that d(ltail. 
One man who was on it was George Brown of the 54th Massachusetts, and there 
were a couple of colored men belonging to the 8th Pennsylvania; I never saw 
any of the men sti'ipped, 

VACCINATION. 

Captain Wirz was out at the graveyard one day in October, 1864; some 
officers wei'e out there with him, and they were looking at the men who had 
been inoculated-how green their corns had turned. Oaptain Wirz said, " The 
God-damned Yankee sons of bitches i" he had given them the land they had 
come out to fight for, he had given them six feet. He referred to those who 
had died from vaccination; that was in October. I was at Captain Wirz's office 
every morning; I would go up every morning to get the tools, and would carry 
them back every evening. I attended to the burying of the dead. I heard 
Captain Wirz tell the doctor at the gate, I don't know who he was, to vaccinate 
all those men; they were talking about having the small-pox there; the doctor 
told him that according to his orders he would do it; the men all died. I saw 
Captain Wirz in the graveyard with the surgeons two or three time~ ; they were 
laughing over the effects of the vaccination one day; the doctor had been exam
ining, and, had cut some bodies open, and had sawed some heads open; in some 
cases a green streak from the arm had extended to the body; they were laugh
ing about its killing the men so; I mean the surgeons and Captain Wirz; this 
was in October; I do not know who the men were; I knew the chief surgeon, 
Dr. White; I never saw him out there; I saw him pass often, but never stop 
there; the gravey~rd was about a mile from the stockade. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

I saw thirteen boxes of sanitary stores come there; I helped to unload them 
and put them in Oaptain Wirz's office. I do not know what became of them. 
They gave the men,at the cook-house some and some were sent to the hospital. 
I do not know what became of the balance; I saw Captain Wirz wearing blue 
pants and sanitary shirts, We asked him for some of the clothes and he would 
not give them to us; we were naked and barefooted. 
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NEGRO SOLDIERS WHIPPED BY WIltZ'S ORDER. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I saw some four or five colored men whipped. When we were working on the 

stockade four were whipped; one was knocked down with a spade; the first 
that I saw was in May; there were two whipped at Captain Wirz's headquarters; 
they each got thirty-nine lashes; I do not know what they had done; I don't 
know what that man had done who was ordered to receive 500 lashes. Oaptain 
Wirz said that he had forged a pass, and the man said he didn't; I don't know 
what he did; he was not the man who insulted the white lady; no colored man 
insulted any white lady; I did not hear him say anything as to that; I was at 
Oaptain Wirz's office when I heard him say the man had forged a pass; he ac
cused me of that when he thought I was the man; I do not know whether it 
was true that the man had forged a pass; I never saw Captain Wirz abuse any 
colored men unless they had done something wrong; I have seen him have some 
of them whipped, but whether they did anything wrong I cannot tell; what 
they had done I do not know; I heard there were charges against them. 

TRF:AT~1EXT OF UNITED STATES COLORED SOLDIERS AT A:'IIDERSONVILLE. 

I worked in the burying-ground from the 10th of September to the 2d of 
February, 1865; I was not engaged there all that time; the men didn't die so 
.fast after the last of October; and then when I wa~n't burying tho3 dead, I cut 
wood and worked in the swamp; I did not help to carry them to the burying
ground; I worked in the burying-ground; after we were taken out of the 
stockade to stay, we were carried at nights up to the depot-the other side of 
the branch, opposite the depot; we had no guard over us; there was no one to 
look after us, or take care of us; we had orders not to go away from there; no 
one was over us or in charge of us. The g'ang that worked with me in the 
graveyard bad about twenty-three in it. It was sometimes smaller, some would 
be taken off to do other little jobs; others were not put in. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

White soldiers were burying the dead before we went there, There were no 
white soldiers so engaged at the time we were there. There was a gang of 
confederate colored; about twenty. We all worked in the same burying-ground, 
but they did not allow us to have any conversation with them.. We worked close 
together. They buried none there but our own Union men. The men died so 
fast that those we had there could not bury them fast enough. They were all 
burying Unron soldiers. There were forty or fifty at work burying. That 
number staid there between two and three months. The ditch was seven feet 
wide and three deep, in some places not so deep. The men wei'e laid in, side 
by side, and the dirt was thrown right in on them. They laid them ill side by 
side. 'l'hey were laid' in decently and respectfully. The sergeant was ovel' lis, 
and he told us how he wanted them put. He was a confederate sergeant. He 
told us to be particular to lay them in as straight as we could, and as close 
together as we could get them. 

By the COURT: 
We lay them on their backs. 

By COUNSEL: 
There were no boards there out of which to make coffins. We could not 

qave put them in coffins. There were no coffin~ there, and no boards to make them. 
We didn't even have boards to put over them after we put them in. For two 
pit,s or trenches we had boards to layover them, but after that they gave OJIt. 
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We did not at any time have sticks to layover them. We laid puncheons over 
the trenches, and after the puncheons gave out, we did not have anything. 
The timber was cut down and split open, and we laid that on top. We did not 
lay the puncheons directly on the men, but a little distance above them, and 
then we put the earth on the puncheons. The puncheons gave out because they 
quit getting them. I saw Oaptain Wirz in the burying-ground three or four 
times. While there, J did not see him do anything except on the one occasion 
which I have stated. Th~ doctors opened the sculls of those men at the hospital. 
They were buried there afterwards. '1'hey were not mangled in any way; it 
was done pretty decently. In the examination of the dead men at the hospital, 
the regular surgeons were engagE-d. After opening a man's head, they would 
sew the scull up. 

THB SUPPLmS FROM THE NORTH. 

I knew of sanitary stores being distributed to the colored men. Six of them, 
I believe, got pants and shirts. ,'1'hey were some men who had lost legs, and 
they were brought out of the stockade naked. The sergeant in charge of them 
went to Oaptain Wirz and told him about it, and he gave him pants and shirts 
for six. I never saw any more than this one lot of stores sent there. They 
were very large boxes. Six of them were about as large square as that table 
(about a yard in width) is wide. I know what dry-goods boxes are. They 
were all dry-goods boxes but one-a box of' shoes, and six bales of blankets. 
Those were all I ever knew to come there. They came the last of September 
or first of October. They were moving the prisoners to Savannah when these 
goods arrived. 

THB RATIONS. 

I was at the depot every night to put the rations on the trains for the llll n 
who went away... I first began to go to the depot in September. It was the 
fourth of September, I believe, that I first went there. I was there pretty much 
night and day till the soldiers were·all gone. I would go to the graveyard and 
work all day till they got ready to send off a lot of soldiers at night. Then I 
would have to go and put rations in the train for them. We got those rations 
out of the commissary there. I did not go to the commissal'y myself, with the 
team, and get the rations. I don't know who did. My orders were to put so 
much in every box. Those boxes were on the railroad. By boxes I mean box 
cars. I cannot exactly state the quantity of rations I was to put in ~ach box 
car. Those rations were baked in square loaves of bread, and there' were about 
eight of those loaves of corn-bread in one box, to last sixty men two days. The 
loaves were about four or six times as large as that book (a book about nine 
inches long, six inches wide, and four inches thick.) Besides those loaves,' I 
put in about twenty-five or thirty pounds of bacon, cooked bacon. The men 
would go in the Same car with these rations. The bread was as COarse as it 
conld be, and looked as if the cobs and all had been ground up together. Some 
was musty, and some was fresh. Sometimes it would be baked a good while 
before it was used, and it would not be fit to eat, and would crumble to pieces. 
The bacon was pretty good, generally, but nowise clean, but hungry men were 
forced to eat it or nothing. I messed at the camp where I staid, right opposite 
the depot. We staid there from the 2d of December until Ohristmas. At 
Ohristmas· we moved over to the depot. All that worked with me messed there. 

By the OOURT : 
I did not get those pl'ovisions from the storehouse at the depot. They were 

cooked at the bake-house and brought up in wagons. Sometimes they would 
be brought up in the daytime and put in the storehouse, and taken out to the 
trains at night, when the men were going away. There was a large quantity of 
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provisions in the storehouse at that time. The storehouse was, I think, about 
250 feet long and thirty feet wide. 'I'hey would bring the provisions there 
every day. 

By the OOUNSEL : 
I know tllOse in the stockade were deprived of rations, because I would go 

in there and see them, and they told me they had nothing to eat for a week; all 
I know about the matter is what I was told. I do not state the facts of my own 
knowledge. 

By tIle JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
The soldiers who were being sent away were our prisoners, moving from 

Andersonville to Millen, I believe. 

VACCI:'IlATION. 
By the OOURT : 

I remember the words Oaptain Wirz used when the surgeons were examining 
the men who had died from the sores on their arms. He said, "God-damn them, 
we have given them the land that they came out here to fight for." The d~ctors 
said it was the effect of that inoculation; that was all they said. 

By OOUNSEL: 
They were there talking about the matter; one of the surgeons was looking 

at these places on the bodies and said, " This is a shocking complaint," and 
Captain Wirz said, "Yes, God-damn them, we are giving them the land they 
came out here to fight for." 

COUNSEL FOR THE ACCGSED ASKS THAT THE COURT REJECT CERTAIN TESTI
MONY. 

Upon the meeting of the court on the 26th of September, :Mr. Baker asked the 
court to reject much of the testimony taken yesterday, saying that two-thirds o£ it 
was of such a character that it would be struck out on a motion before a civil 
court; but as nothing was struck out of the proceedings here, he asked the court 
to rej ect it. 

'I'he ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE asked that counsel should state the reason 
for his objecting to the testimony. 

:Mr. BAKER. One reason is, that there are several places in the examination 
where the judge advocate asked questions direct, which the witness answered
 
by "yes" or "no." Another reason is that the witnesses, after replying to the
 

. questions of the judge advocate, would then add rumors and hearsays, having
 
nothing to do legally widl the prisoner at the bar. And the third reason is that
 

.a good deal of yesterday's testimony would not apply to any particular acts with
 
which the prisoner js charged. 

The ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE. It is presumed that a court convened to 
try a case like this is able to judge what is evidence and what is not. 

Ur. BAKER. It is also presumed that a connselfor the defence is able to judge 
and complain. I only exercise the same right that I would in a court of law; 
however, I will not insist on it now. 

SEPTE:I'IBER 6, 1866. 
JOSEPH ADLRR, for the prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the United States two years and nine months; 

I was a prisoner at Andersonville; I was there from about the middle of :March 
to the 8th of September, 1364; I know Oaptain "VVirz; when 1 was captured 
there were seventy-one of us, including a young negro boy; all that is left is, 
,about a dozen out of the seventy-one. 
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TREATMENT OF THB SICK. 

I was part of the time in the hospital in the capacity of nurse; I cannot state 
exactly how long; I think it was two or three months; I went into the hospital 
in the month of June, and came out of there about three or four weeks before 
we left Andersonville; I left Andersonville on the 8th of September; while there 
I had oppurtunities of observing, from time to time, what was going on' outside 
the stockade; I should judge the sick were treated pretty badly; the majority 
of the sick men had to lie on the bare ground; the majority of them had no 

o blankets; they had nothing to lie on and nothing to cover themselves with; they 
had hardly any clothing to cover their bodies with, and most of the time the food 
furnished them was unfit for them to eat, and p.onsequently they had to go withe 
out aI!ything to eat. It rained twenty-four days in June, if I am not mistaken; 
I know it rained twenty days in succession; at that time there were about 200 
men lying out under the open sky without any shelter whatever, without any 
bedding or blankets, and some of them had nothing on but a shirt and a pair of 
drawers, and there was no medicine at the time to be given them, andthey had 
no attendance whatever; they had only a little water, and all they had to eat was 
a little corn-bread and rice soup, that I would not give to a dog. I do not re. 
collect ever seeing Captain Wirz strike or kick any of the sick or anything of 
that kind; 1 have heard him use very abusive and instllting languag·e. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

Captain Wirz took command there in the latter part of March 01' the beginning 
of April, 1864. 'l'he first day he went in the stockade he said he had to muster us 
an, to divide us into squads, detachments, and divisions, and that if he did not get 
through by one or two o'clock in the afternoon we would get no rations that day; 
he did not get through, and consequently we had to go without anything to eat. 
I do not think it was any body's fault that we did not get through; it was im
possible to get through all the work in the time specified, and no reasonable man 
would have thought that it could be done. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

I lost a friend while I was attending the ilOspital there. I made a request of 
Captain 'Virz on that occasion. There was a man by the name of Stevenson, 
who belonged to the second Massachusetts cavalry, company A, the same com
pany that I belonged to. He died there. He had respectable clothes on, and 
seeing that he was °a friend of mine whom I had known for a long time, I did 
not, as I usually did, take off his clothes and give them to the living, but I left 
them all on his body, and requested Captain Wirz to let the clothes remain on 
the body, and hp, told me he would; after the body was carried out of the hos
pital, Captain Wirz went with the wagon, and two confederate soldiers took the 
clothes off the man and they buried him stark naked, without anything, not eyen 
a shirt on his body, Captain Wirz did not make use of any expressions at that 
time, that I can recollect. 

ME:>! BITTE:'Il BY TilE DOGS. 

I know about the use of dogs at the prison. 
One morning I carried up a paper to Dr. White; it was a re.quest of a patient 

in my ward to see one of his friends in the stockade. I got permission from the 
officer of the day to take it to Dr. White, who was standing with the confederate 
officers and privates all in a group. 0 

I went over there and found Dr. White there and handed him over the written 
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request, and as I came there I saw a man lying on the ground; his clothes were 
literally and practically aJI torn to pieces, and you could see the marks of the 
teeth of the dogs rig-ht in his throat all over, and the blood was running and he 
was almost dead. He was not torn in any other parts of.the body that I Know 
of; I know that his clothes were all in rags, all torn to pieces. I don't know 
if his body was hurt in any other part or not. Captain Wirz, Dr. White, Dr. 
Stevenson, Humes, and several others were there. They were all talking about 
it, and they did not seem by the way they spoke to have any compassion on 
the man at all. I heard Captain Wirz make the remark thatit served the damned 
dog right, meaning of course the man lying on the ground. That man died the 
same day. He never was brought to the hospital. He died right on the spot. 
I cannot tell what date that was; I think it was in the latter part of June or the 
beginning of J nly, lS64. I had not been a long time in the hospital when it 
took place. He died right on the spot. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY 'YIRZ. 

I heard complaints made to Captain Wirz with regard to the condition of the 
rations and other things. Before I was detailed to go into the hospital, I went 
to see a friend of mine who was ~n another part of the stockade. He was almost 
ilead with diarrhma, in fact so weak that he could hardly get up alone. He 
had very little clothes on, only a shirt and a pair of drawers, and he had to lie 
on the ground with his drawers down. He was not able to g'o to the place where 
we went to do our business. I and seven 0ther persons had dug.a tunnel in 
order to make our escape if we could. There was another man, a Union pris
oner, who had found out. that we had dug the tunnel and were ready to start that 
evening; he went to Captain Wirz and told Wirz if he wonld give him some
thing to eat he would tell him some good news. The captain said he would, 
and then he told the captain. 'fhe captain came in with six confederate sol. 
diers and filled up the tunnel. After the tunnel was filled up he w.ent out of the 
stockade and came right back again on a gray horse. He had a loaf of corn
bread in his hand, and as he went past the sick man that I was with the sick 
man saw him and got up as well as he could and said, " Captain, please give me 
something to eat, a piece of that bread; I am hungry; I have had nothing to eat 
for two days; I was too sick to go and get my rations, and there was no one to 
get them for me." The captain had a little riding whip in his hand, but the 
end of it was rather thick, and he turned round and struck the man over the 
head with it. The man fell right on the ground and swooned away, and it was 
an hour before he came to himself again. The next day he was carried to the 
hospital, and two days after I heard he was dead. Afterwards, when I was 
detailed in the hospital, I tried to find him Ollt but could not. I was told he 
Was dead. 

THE STOCKS. 

I saw men in the stocks. I know of one man who was lying senseless in the 
stocks for three hours before they would take him out. Captain Wirz was 
nowhere to be found: '1'he order was to leave him in till Captain Wirz ordered 
him taken out. The captain was nowhere to be found, and the guards did not 
dare to take him out, and he lay five or six hours in the stocks senseless until 
Wirz came and they took him onto He was in there for trying to make his 
escape. 

PRISONERS SHOT BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I heard Captain Wirz give orders to the guards in regard to the dead-line. 
One day I .went down to the brook to wash myself all over. The dead-line 
which crosses the brook was tOI'll down, and there were two or three men reach
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ing Qut in order to get some good water, because the water was rotten, filthy' 
muddy, and greasy. Oaptain Wirz was at the sentry-box with the sentry look
ing over the stockade, and as he saw the men just dipping their hands a little 
beyond, inside the dead-line, he asked the sentry why he did not shoot that man; 
he was over the dead-line; no matter whether his whole body was over the dead
line, or only part of it, it was his business to shoot him, and if he did npt shoot 
him he would have him punished. The sentry put up his musket, aimed at the 
man, and shot him right in the right breast. The man fell into the water, and 

. we dragged him out and took him up to his quarters. That was some time in 
the month of July, 1864. .I don't know what day. I am certain I recognized, 
Oaptain Wirz by the sentry. I heard his voice; I do not know what the result 
of the wound was. The man was taken to the hospital, and that was the last 
I saw of him. The ball entered the right breast. I do not know if -it passed 
through him. I do not recollect young Brown of a Pennsylvania J;egiment. 
There were other persons witnessing that occurrence. I know of· other in
stances of shooting by sentries. There was a man by the name of "Ohicka· 
mauga," a cripple. I saw that o~currence. The man went inside of the dead
line. He was a kind of idiot; he had not his senses at all and the boys teased 
him a good deal. He went to Captain Wirz and asked Wirz to let him go out 
of the stockade because the boys teased him so. Oaptain Wirz would not let 
him, so he went inside the dead-line and some of us tried to get him out of it by 
speaking to him, but he would not come and we dared not go inside because we 
were afraid we would be shot too.. Oaptain Wirz ordered the sentry to shoot at 
" Ohickamauga." The sentry haUooed to him first and told "Ohickamauga" 
to go outside of the dead-line; that if he would not go out he was obliged to shoot 
him, and" Ohickamauga" would not go out and then Oaptain Wirz talked up 
to the sentry and asked him what he talked so much for, why he did not take 
his musket at once and shoot the man down, so he took his musket at <1nce and 
shot the man down dead. It was about six weeb after I went into the stock
ade, after I went to Andersonville. I cannot state exactly what time it was, 
because sometimes we would not know one date from another there. 

PETITION OF THB PRISONERS FOR EXCHANGE. 

Captain Wirz was petitioned. There was a number of us-I had no haud
 
in it-made up a petition aud sent it to headquarters in order to send and make
 
representations to our government to have us exchanged. General Winder pro

mised that the petition should be sent off, and afterwards when it came into the
 
hands of Wirz, that was the last we ever heard of it. I do not know what
 
Wirz himself said to the petitioners, because I did not go with them to hand
 
ov~r the petition.
 

TREATMENT OF THE SICK. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL. 
There were beds and bedding in that hospital. There were about two dozen 

for the whole hospital. There was only one ward which had bedding, the others 
had not when I entered the hospital. I mean the whole hospital. There was 
about a dozen beds in the whole Andersonville hospital. 'rhis was in the month 
of June. It was before the hospital was enlarged. That was the hospital out
side the stockade. I do not know whether there were any more in it after the 
hospital was enlarged I was in it after it was enlarged. I cannot state the 
date, I think it was the latter part of August. I believe they commenced to en
large the hospital about the£.rst of August. I am not positive on the subject 
at all. I could not be positive about it at all, because I hardly ever went out
side of my ward. I had enough work to do to attem] to my patients. I was 
in the fourth ward. The greatest number at any oue time ill that ward was 
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seventy-five or a hundred. It was an ordiuary sized ward. The ward was full 
then; it was what I call crammed full;. sometimes they had to lie out in the 
street. The ward would accommodate comfortably about fifty or sixty. The 
hospital was in a crowded condition all the time I was there. There were some
times more sick than could be got in any way. There was one time when we 
had about two hundred lying in the main street. We could not find auy shel
ter for them at all. That was when I fir,.,t went into the hospital. 'l'hat was 
in June. That was some time before the hospital was enlarg,ed. I do not know 
whether those people could have been put under any shelter or not. I did not 
see any place where they could be put. It was in consequence of their lying 
there that they died so very rapidly. I suppose the rain had great effect on 
them. Dr. White was in charge there. None of the men in my ward had a 
bed to lie on. They lay on the bare grouud. The hospital had no flooring 
at all. It had a board fence around it, The covering wall canvas tents, but 
they were not in a good condition. The hospital was not' made continuously 
like a large room. It was not like our hospitals. 'l'hey were A tents, four or 
five patients ill a tent. The sides of the tents were all open. Sometimes if it 
was a good tent we could pin it down, if it was a bad tent it would not hold the 
pins and. the wind would blow it open all the time. Very few of the tents were 
good. There were very few that could have the sides down to protect the pa
tients. The sun would shine in on them sometimes. 'l'hey could let the tents 
down in front, but when the sides were closed too, it would be too hot, suffocat
ing. When it rained the ground where the flooring would have been would be 
wet and muddy. It was about the same all through the hospital. Sometimes 
we had no medicines at all. In June, I think it was, we had no medicines for 
as long as fifteen or twenty 'days; we had nothing else but a little corn whiskey. 
We had no medicine at all. I know there was no medicine inside the hospital. 
Whether they had it at headquarters I cannot say. Every morning there were 
requisitions made out for medicines, but we. never received any. I saw them 
made out by the physician attending. Those requisitiens were not filled. In 
the months of June and July the attendants were rather scarce for about two 
weeks, but afterwards we had enough of them. It was when a great many were 
pushed in that there was a lack of attendants. The only benefit we derived 
from the hosl'ital being enlarged was, that there was a little more space for those 
who could walk about, to walk about in,' I did not see any improvement in 
any other respect. The enlargement was the same as I have described the hos· 
pital. Some of the t\~nts were a little better and some still worse. Generally 
speaking it was about the same. It was made about as large again as it was, It 
was immediately filled up as soon as it was enlarged. There was no space kept 
empty for any length of time, only the street: 

By the OOURT : 

The hospital was simply' an enclosl11'e with tents in it. There was a dead
house inside of it. '1'he dead-house was a kind of shanty, made out of lumber, 
to put the dead men in. That was the only building there. The dead-house 
was about twenty-five feet long anc~ about twelve feet wide. It had a board 
floor. It was a regular building, I believe that the sides instead of being made 
out of boards, were of canvas. I am not positive on that subject though, I can
not give the dimensions of the hospital enclosure, I have no idea how much 
ground it covered. 

By OOUNSEL: 

I said that,of seventy-one men captured with me, there are only twelve living. 
About fifty of them died at Andersonville. 
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STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

Captain Wirz would divide the prisoners off into squads of ninety, and ap
point a sergeant for each squad. He had several assisting him to divide the 
prisoners; confederate sergeants. At that time t4ere were between three and 
four thousand prisoners. This was in April, 1864. They were kino of divided 
off in that way before, bnt t1;lere was not quite as much system about it. It 
took him two days to go through that arrangement, I believe. He worked at 
it continuously, all day. He did not neglect or lose any time in doing it. They 
had rations the day hefore he commenced numbering them in that way. They 
drew rations for one day. It would be a pretty hard matter for me to judge 
whether it would be possible for him to draw ra'tions while he was arranging them, 
because I was not outside; but I take it he could. He could know how many 
rations to draw, as the prisoners had been counted the day before. He had 
just taken charge. He could have made a rough estimate of the number. The 
officer who turned the command,over to him was responsible for the number. 
We did not get our rations for four or five hours after he was through with us. 
The same man brought the rations that brought them in all the time. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

I never saw Captain Wirz strip anyone, personally, not with his own hands, 
but just as good as if he did it with his own hands. He was present when it was· 
done. 

l\TEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

It was shortly after I came to the hospital that I saw the man who was said 
to have been torn by dogs. I cannot say the date. I went to the hospital 
in June. We did not know one day from another there. I think it was about 
the middle of June. It was three or four weeks after that that I saw the man 
who had been torn by the dogs. I think it was in the beginning of July. I. 
have relat~d everything that I can remember aboht that occurrence. I said that 
by the way the Oaptain spoke, I could see that he had no compassion for the 
man. I did not say the words he spoke; I meant the way all of them spoke. 
'I'hey were talking- to each other. I can tell the language they used. Oaptain 
Wirz said to Dr. White, that it was perfectly right; that it served the man right; 
that he had no business to make his escape, and that he would not care if all 
the damned Yankees in the stockade could be served the same way as that man, 
as he wanted to get rid of them. I do not recollect the answer of Dr.. White. 
I do not recollect the words said by either of the others. 'rhey were all talking 
together. I handed the note to .Dr. White, and he stepped to one side to read 
it and gave me the answer, and I went right back. I had hardly time to listen 
to what the conversation amounted to. I looked at tpe man lying on the ground 
and was sorry for him. I could not bear the sight. I was there about ten 
minutes. I took a careful look at the man lying on the ground. I did not ex:
amine the wounds. It was plainly to be seen that he had been torn. I did not 
ex:amine him; I looked at him carefully, "and saw how he was mangled. 
only heard the words of Oaptain Wirz. It would not take a minute to speak , 
those words. The horrible condition the man was in was enough to engage my 
attention away from anything else that was passing around me. 

TUNNELLING OUT. 

It was in May that I attempted tunnelling out of the stockade. It was ll,bout 
the middle of May, I guess. The way we worked at it was this: We dug a 
well first, about twelve feet under ground, large enough for two or three men ~o 
stand in; then we went to work on one side of the well and commenced to dIg 

I 
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a hole in the ground until we got outside of the stockade. I believe it was the 
latter part of April when we commenced at it.We got done about the middle of 
May-we got it all completed and were ready to go out through it. We 
hauled the sand up in haversacks; and every time we had a haversack full, one 
of the boys would go out and spread it in different parts of the stockade, so that 
it would not be noticed. We dug it with our hands, sticks, an old knife, and 
anything else we could lay our hands on. We had no shovels. Once in a while 
we would be allowed a shovel for a little time. I never asked the reason why 
we did not get shovels. I do not know the reason. I do not know that it was 
because we were constantly tunnelling there. 

SEPTEMBER 6, 1865. 
WILLIAM HENRY JBNNINGS, (colored,) for the prosecution: 
I wa~ in the military service of the United States; in the 8th United States 

colored troops. I was captured at Olustee, Florida; I was wounded there 
through the legs. I was at Andersonville as a prisoner nearly a year. I was 
taken in February, 1864. I saw Captain Wirz while I was at Andersonville. 
When I got off the cars I saw him: We were taken up to his quarters, and 
then sent to the stockade. 

TREATMENT OF UNITED STATES COLORED SOLDIERS AT ANDERSONVILLE. 

I was placed on duty about a month after I was put in the stockade. I was 
set to digging a ditch outside the stockade. My wouud was then bleeding. I 
was wounded through the thigh of the left leg. I receivecl no medical attend
ance. My wound was not dressed while I was there. I was not employed at 
the graveyard, nor had anything to do with the dead. I could not walk. 

A NEGRO SOLDIER WHIPPED BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I was whipped in March, 1864. I got thirty lashes by order of Captain 
Wirz. I was whipped for not going to work one mOl'lling; I was unable to do 
so. I had caught a heavy cold, working in the water in the swamp. My 
wound was just the same as when I had been wounded; nothing had been done 
for it. The lashes were ordered by Oaptain Wirz, and laid on _by Turner, the 
man who ran the hounds. 'rhe whipping had no effect on my wound. They 
whipped me on my bare back. 'i'hey made me bend over. Afterward th8y 
took me and put me in the stocks. I was kept there a day and a night. I did 
not get any food or drink while in the stocks. After that I was taken and put 
back in the stockade. .When I was taken down, I could not walk. I do not 
know of any other instance of whipping, only what I have heard. I never 
heard the rebel sergeant give any orders wiLh regard to whipping. 

MEN B1'I'TE:\f BY THB DOGS. 

I saw the houuds at Andersonville. When I waE in the hospital, I saw a 
man come in, torn by the hounds. He was bitten by them from his feet up to 
his head. He was bitten around the neck. He died shortly afterwards. I 
cannot say how soon afterward. I saw him when he was carrier1 out past our 
tent. I know that it was the same person. I cannot recollect the month. I 
cannot speak positively as to the season or the year. I do not know how long 
it was after I went to Andersonville. I cannot say how long it was after I was 
set to work in the ditch. I think it was along in the falL I cannot give any 
reason for thinking so. I think it was about a month or two after 1 was whip
ped. I was whipped in March. I don't remember what part of March. I was 

. in a great deal of pain and misery, and never took any notice -of the time. I 
was whipped the next day after I was brought out of the stockade and set to 
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work. I was brought out about a month after I was put in. It was about a 
month after that that this man came into the hospital with his neck and body 
torn. I do not remember any other instance of that kind. I saw Captain Wirz 
at tile gate when the man was brollght in. I did not hear him say anything 
more than" put him in there;" that was in the hospital. I was in there at the 
time. Captain Wirz ordered him to be put in the hospital. 

VACCINATION. 

I have seen some vaccination done th'ere, and seen men who had lost their 
arms. I was vaccinated. I did it myself. 

THEATMENT OF UNITED STATES COLORED SOLDIERS AT ANDERSO:\'VILLE. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I never had my wound dressed at all. It was not dressed when I was first 

captured at Olustee, nothing mOl~e than putting cold water on it. It healed up. 
Captain Wirz compelled me to go to work. He sent the guards in and got us 
Ollt. A man named Joe Jackson was brought out at the same time. We did 
not give our parole.. He did not give us colored boys any parole at an"y time. 

.He let us go just where we could. If we were crippled we could not go about. 
He never abused ,us in any way except the times he whipped us. \ 

A NEGRO SOLDIER WHIPPED BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I was whipp~d for not going to work. I told him I was not able to go to work. 
Others did not refuse to go to work. They were able togo. They were not 
wounded as badly as I was. Nothing but my wound prevented me. I was 
kept in tbe stocks a day and a night. 'l'his was the next day after the whip
ping. I did not use any language or anything of the kind. I do not know 
when the stocks were built. I did not see anybody in them but myself. I am 
sure it was in March"[ was whipped, ' 

By the COURT: 
I did not hear Captain Wirz give the order that I should be whippea, but 

the man who whipped me said that Captain Wirz gave him orders to whip me. 

SEPTEMBER 6, 1865. 
THOMAS N. WAY, for the prosecntion: 
I was in the military service of the United States; in Company' I, first 

Ohio volunteers. I was a prisoner at Andersonville. I was there altogether 
eight months and thirteen days, from li'ebruary 23, 1864, until September 7, 
1864, and again from December 24, 1864, until January 19,1865, when I made 
my escape. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIflZ, 

I know Captain Wirz. I was in the stocks eight days. I was bucked and 
g~gged a day and a half. I was tied up by the thumbs for fifteen minutes, 
because I was sick and not able to fall into roll-call. All this was done by order 
of Captain Wirz. I heard him give the orders. When I was tied up by the 
thumbs, I was t.aken and held up with my arms elevated. A guard took me on 
each side; I could not stand myself. They tied my thumbs by strings and 
then let me hang, with my fee~ some distance from the ground, the whole weight, 
of my bodyon my thumbs. I could not use my hanas for two months afterwards. 
That was in the last of July. I cannot give the exact datc. I remember seeing 
Captain Wirz at the time. One time, when I had becn captured trying to get 
away, Captain Wirz said, "Well, are yon back here again 1" I said" I guess so." 
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He said, "I am going to take care of you this time; I put you in the stocl~B for 
four days." He sentenced me for foul' days, and I was put in the stocks. When 
those foul' days were uj:> I caine back. He t0ld the guard to carry me to the 
stockade. I suppose I was full of a little devilment, !lnd .. I said in a joke, <. I 
am very much obliged to you, captain ; I would rather be carried than walk." 
Thatmade him a little mad, I suppose, and he said, "You God-damned Yankee 
son ofa bitch, I will put you in foul' days longer, and then if you give me any more 
of your lip, I will shoot you, God damn y.ou." He put me in the stocks again. 
The effect of the stocks was very severe. I was laid on my back with my feet 
and arms in the stocks, so that I could only move my head jand my face was 
right upward to the sun. It was in the latter part of December or the first part 
of J annary, just before I made my last attempt to escape. I was four hours in 
and one hour out during the twenty-foul' hours. 'l'hat was the first and only 
time I was put in the stocks. I never saw any other person than myself tied 
up by the thumbs. I was bncked and gagged for being a little late for roll
call, when Captain Wirz first took command of the camp. I don't know but 
what I deserved it that morning a little while, but not quite as long as I got it. 
When a man is bucked and gagged, he is set right down on the ground with 
his legs drawn up and his arms around his knees. The pole is put right through 
under the knees and above the arms at the elbows; a stick is put in the mouth 
as far back as they can ram it. A striug is tied around trw neck. The result 
is you 'cannot speak. It is a pretty severe punishment. I have seen others 
punished in that way. I have seen a hundred men or more punished in that 
way. I have seen them puuished in that way qefore the dead-line was put up. 

At that time the prisoners had to go right up to the stockade for water. 'l'hey 
had always had the privilege to do so, but this time a patrol was sent around 
inside with ordE;rs that every man caught inside certain stakes that were put up 
should be brought to the gate and bucked and gagged for two hours. I saw 
that cal;ried into effect over a hundred times. I saw a case of beating by Cap
tain Wirz. That was on the 7th of September. The man who was beaten 
was a sick man who belonged to the Chickamauga forces. He could-not find 
his place. He wanted to get in with his boys. He ran to the head of the line. 
Captain Wirz was counting the men off; it made him pretty mad. He ran at 
the man and caBed him the name which he generally used, "a God-damned son 
of a bitch," and told him that if he didn't get into the ranks he would shoot 
him with a pistol. He ran up and gave the man a shove and sent him, I suppose, 
about fifteen feet. The man was not stout, and could not get up for about ten 
minutes. That is the only case in which I saw Captain Wirz use liis pistol. 
I cannot say that I saw the guards maltreat the prisoners, under the orders of 
Captain Wirz, except from what I was told. ,J was told by the guards at the 
time. I asked the guard, "What did you shoot that man for 1 He ~as 'not 
within two feet of the dead-line." He said that he had shot at another man and 
killed this one. I asked him whose orders it was to shoot without halting men. 
He said it was Captain Wirz's orders. 

A PRISONER TORN TO PIECES BY THE DOGS. 

I know of,the use of hounds at Andersonville; they caught me three times. 
1 remember about a soldier being torn to pieces by hounds. He was a young 
man whose name 1 don't know. I knew him by the name of Fred. He was 
about seventeen years old. When we heard the dogs coming, I and another 
prisoner who was with me, being old hands, climbed a tree. He tried to do so, 
but he had not got up when the hounds caught him by the foot and pulled him 
down, and in less than three minutes he was torn all to atoms. 'l'urner was 
close behind. He got up just as the man was torn to pieces and secured the 
hounds, and we came down. Fred died; he was all torn to pieces. .No other 
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of our number was torn at the same time. That occurred in the latter part of 
August, 1864, just before we were moved from Andersonville, which was on 
the 24th of August. Turner said, "It is good for the son of a bitch; I wish 
they had torn you aU three to pieces." I do not know by whose Qrder he came 
out there for us. I cannot say whether it was by order of Captain Wirz or the 
general commanding the post. It was Turner who usually had the hounds. 
He went by the name of Sergeant Turner. I believe he ouly captured me once. 
A man by the name of- Sergeant Harris captured me twice.before. • 

A PRISONER SHOT BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I can speak of such things as shooting men down inside the stockade; I did 
not see it done exactly in the presence of Captain Wirz, but he got on the stock
ade and said, " If he don't get out of the stockade ~hoot him." It was in reference 
to a one·legged man; that was the" Chickamauga" case; the man, as we sup· 
posed inside the stockade, had been telling about our digging tunnels, reporting 
it to Captain Wirz; on this Sunday-I cannot give the date, but it was a Sunday
we chased him over the south gate of the stockade; he ran inside the dead-line 
and wished to see Captain Wirz; if I remember rightly, Captain Wirz was sent 
for by the'sergeant at the gate; he came down there, and would not take the 
man outside, hut told him to go inside or he would order the guard to shoot him. 
Somebody, it sounded like Captain Wirz's voice, on the ground outside said, 
" Don't parley with him; shoot the son of a bitch," and the man was shot right 
here in the jaw and the ball passed down here, in the breast; he died; that is 
the only instance that occurred there, I think, in which a one-legged man called 
Chickamauga was shot. 

. THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I wore a baH and chain for twenty-five days, from the first part of July to 
the :first part of August; there were five of us; .the other boys said that they 
had been trying to get away; so had I; first, there was a big ball with five of us 
taking hold of it; then there was a little ball on the other foot; afterward.l' more 
came in, and. they put one big ball to every four men; afterwards we had a kind 
of an iron band. put around our necks, and a little chain attaching us together 
by the necks to secure us better; my p~nishment began with the ball and chain 
and ended with the chain-gang; I have seen men inside the stockade with the 
ball and chain on them for trying to get away in some cases, and in others for 
missing roll-call; my offence was trying to get away. 

CltUELTIF.S COMilIITTI>D BY WIRZ. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 

~he first punishment inflicted upon me at Andersonville was the gagging; I 
cannot give the date; it was in July; the first part of July, before I weI.1t into 
the stocks; I think it was before the 10th; the second punishment was being 
tied up by the thumbs; that was inflicted just afterwards; only a day or two 
afterwards; the ball and chain was the next punishment; it was from the middle 
of ,July until towards the middle of August; J was attacked. by the hounds about 
the 24th of August; I was put in the stocks after that; I remained in them 
e,ight days; I was put in the stocks two different times, foul' days each time; 
this occurred in the latter part of December, 1864, or the first part of January, 
1865; that was all the punishment inflicted. on me personally; I was punished 
for trying to get away three times, as it was told me; I was not concerned in 
the attempt to burrow and turn the guns on the guard;' I was not able; I knew 
of that attempt; it occurred in July or the latter part of June; it was in opera
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tion when I was gagged, so far as I could hear; I did not belong to the party; 
I cannot name anyone whom I know to have been engaged in it; I knew. them 
by sight, but not by name; I don't suppose I would recognize them now, for 
they were almost skeletons then; the hounds had chased me once before the 
occasion, which I have described, when I took refuge up a tree. 

(At this point, as the witness was sick, his examination was suspended.) 

SEPTEMB8R 6, 1866. 
D. H. STEARNS, for the prosecution: . 
1 have been in the military service of the United States; in the 1st regiment 

United States sharp-shooters; I was in the Andersonville prison; .1 got there 
July 8, 1864; I was put in the stockade; I remained in there one or two days·; 
I was removed from the stockade and put in the hospital, to act as hospital 
steward, which was my rank in the regiment. 

SHOOTL\'G OF PRISO:'<ERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw shots fired into the stockade from the sentinels' boxes occasionally, as 
often as· two or three times, perhaps, in a week; the first day after 1 was in the 
hospital I happened to be looking towards the stockade, when I saw the sen~ry 
level his gun and fire into the stockade; he rested his gun on the top of the 
upright post of which the stockade was built; he fired down into the stockade; I 
could not see the effect of the shot, because I could not see the stockade; again in 
the same week, two days afterwards, I saw a similar occurrence, and also several 

.times afterwards; once or twice a week, perhaps, we would see some sentry fire at 
some object inside the ~tockade; one man was brought into the hospital who had 
been wounded; hewas shot'somewhere in the breast bya sentry; I should suppose 
the musket was very near when it was discharged; the wound had powder in it, 
showing that the musket had been held near the man when discharged; the man 
died afterwards, I understood; I did not see him die; the first case I saw, I can~ 
not remember the date, was the one which 1 have described; this was early in 
August; after that I saw four, I distinctly remember, who said they had been 
wounded by the guard in the stockade; I saw four men who had gunshot 
wounds brought into the hospital; it was said they were brought from the 
stockade; this was after August; I understood there were more there; I didn't 
see them there; there were more died in the hospital of gunshot wounds, but 1 
could not follow the same men perhaps who were brought in, because they did 
not come into the part of the hospital where 1 was; the wounded were taken to 
another part of the hospital; I saw one case of amputation resulting from gun
shot wound; I do not know the man's naille; '1 cannot give the date; the man 
was shot in the hospital by a sentry; I cannot tell for what; when I saw him 
a few minutes after the shot was fired, he was lying near a fire which was about 
twelve feet from the fence, and was shot in the thigh; the thigh was fractured; 
he was shot in the night by one of the guards; the limb was amputated the next 
day; the man died shortly afterwai'ds; the ground where I saw him was not 
ground on which prisoners were forbidden to go; this was the last of August or 
tile 1st of September; I cannot say what the man s name was; I cannot tell his 
regiment. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I saw the chain-gang; I have seen from ei~ht to twelve men at a time chained 
together;' I saw them in July and August, almost daily, as 1 was passing from 
the hospital 'to the dispensary for medicine. 1 noticed on one occasion a man 
who was very feeble, scarcely able to stand; the gang were walking at the time, 
and those nearest him had to assist him in moving; I cannot tell what became 
of him; I was told he died; Ido not know his name; it was in August, I 
should think; I cannot tell certainly. 
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THE DEAD· LINE. 

There was a dead-line in the hospital; it was in front of the gate, only about 
twenty feet long, extending beyond the gate. I heard General Winder order 
this dead-line marked around there, and ordered that the guards should shoot 
any man who passed over it. I never heard anybody else than General WiJider 
give orders in relation to the dead-line; General Winder never gave any other 
orders than what I have mentioned about the hospital that I heard of. None 
of the Winders gave any orders about the hospital, that I can repeat. One 
Captain Winder was in the hospital frequently, and I nnderstood that he gave 
.order~, but I cannot tell what they were.. 

CO:\'DITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE HOSPITAL. 

Some of the men brought to the hospital from the stockade were entirely 
naked; some had a shirt on, some a shirt and drawers, some with drawers 
without a shirt; some of them appeared to have fallen into the mire that was in 
the swamp in the stockade, and got their clothes l3aturated with the filth and 
water, and were not yet dry. In one case, I remember, in August, a man was 
brought in, and the maggots that inhabited the filth had got under his clothes, 
and were between his borly and clothes inside;' a large quantity of them had 
eollected under his clothes, and they had gone inside. They had attacked his 
eyes, his nose, his ears, and the openings in his body; they had penetrated the 
reetum, causing the man excruciating pain, so much so that, although he was 
much emaciated from disease, it caused him to get up after he had been in the 
hospital a while and go round the hospital in exertion trying to relieve himself of 
pain, until he was exhausted; after three or four hours he died; I could not learn 
the man's name; he was delirious. Among the patients brought into the hospital 
from the stockade were very many delirious. I saw several other cases in which 
men were affiicted similarly to this man with the vermin. Amputations were 
frequently performed in the 'hospital; the result of amputations there was almost 
invariably death; I do not remember of a single case of recovery after an opera~ 

tion. There were no beds in the hospital, but bunks were made in part of the 
hosp~tal; they were made of boards put on poles, simply two or three boards 
for a patient to lie on ; there were bunks in only a portion of the hospital; more 
were asked for on one occasion by me; I several times asked the medical officer 
if more could not be obtained, and was answered, that they did not know; I 
then asked if poles and boughs could not be procured, as wood was plenty around 
there; they told me in that case that the commandant, Captain Wirz, would not 
allow the men to go out for that purpose. I asked Captain Wirz, myself, for 
passes to permit the men, who had already given their parole not to attempt to 
escape, to go outside the hospital for that purpose. He refused me, calling me' 
some one of his pet epithets, a God-damned Yankee son of a bitch, and told me 
that, if I said anything more to him about it, he- would take my pass away and 
put me in the stockade. 

VACCINATION. 

I never saw the men vaccinated; I have seen the effects of vaccination, or at 
least .t~~y told me it was vaccination. The vaccine matter seemed to produc~ a 
SyphlhtlC sore of a very marked character, almost as distinct as the disease It

, self, as I had seen it. I remember only a few cases distinctly, but there were 
morl). 

QRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

I saw the prisoner, Oaptain Wirz, while I was there. I saw him when I first. 
arrived there. The first time I saw him, I heard some person cursing,and heard 
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a blow; I turned around and saw one of our prisonflrs who seemed to be recov
ering from the effects of a blow. I saw the prisoner standing near him. I 
should consider from the motion that he had struck the man, and the man was 
recovering from the effects of the blow., Captain Wirz was still cursing him, 
telling him that, if he did not stand up, and stand still, he would shoot him. 
At that time, or soon after, another man had fallen out of the ranks, being una
ble to .stand from the effects of the heat, and Captain WII'Z ordered him to get 
up and get into the ranks. The man did not do so quickly, and Captain Wirz 
ordered one of the guards to shoot him. '1'he guard raised his musket, but the 
man got back in the ranks. When he threatened to shoot his man if he did not 
stand up in the ranks, he drew his revolver. I am certain that he used his right 
hand, because if he had used his left I should have noticed it. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GLARDS. 

Cross-examined by COU!'ISEL: 
I never saw a man die from a gunshot wound in that hospital. I saw him 

after he was dead, the man whom I saw shot. I never saw a man shot thp,re. 
I know he was ~hot because he bad a gunshot wound. I cannot tell how early 
in August this occurred. It may have been between the first and the tenth. I 
am not certain. I know the man was shot in the hospital because I saw him a 
few moments afterwards wid! a gunshot wound. He was lying neal' a fire. 
He hlld been recently injured and was bleeding yet. I don't remember that 
any hody told me that he was shot. I did not see him shot. I heard the shot 
fired. He may have been shot near the fire; I don't know. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

It was duripg the fore part of August that I saw those men in the chain-gang. 
I don't think I saw them after the tenth. I saw the chain-gang also in July, 
after the tenth Sometimes they were the same men, but in different numbers. 
I saw them nearly every day from some time about the 10th o,f July to the 10th 
of August. They were near the southwest corner of the stockade, out/3ide, not 
near the hospital; between the hospital and Oaptain Wirz's headquarters. I 
have not heard the description of other witnesses as to where they were. I 
have no means of knowing whether it was the same lot described by other wit
nest'es. I have noticed changes in the chain-gang; a difference in the numoer. 
I have seen as many as twelve, perhaps more. I cannot tell what day it. was 
that I saw twelve. 

SEPTEMBER 6, 1865. 
ALEXANDER KENNELL, for the prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the United .States from September 26, 1862, 

till June 24, 1865; in the 7th Ohio cavalry. I was a prisoner at Andersonville 
from February 27, 1864, till Septemher 7, 1864, and from December 25, 1864, 
till April 19, 1865. 

THE STOCKS. 

I know the prisoner, 'Captain Wirr<:. I have seen men who were balled and 
chained, and also men who were bncked and gagged by his orders; I have seen 
them put in the stocks. One special act which I know of occurred last February. 
In that case a man was taken out of the stockade in the evening about 4 o'clock, 
and kept in the stocks all night. He was turned into the stockade the next 
morning at nine o'clock, and he died in less than eight hours. He died in the 
stockade. lIe was apparently as healthy as any of the prisoners in the stockade. 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--13 
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He was kept all night in the stocks, which were outside the stockade. It was 
supposed that he died from the effects of the stocks. It was a very cold night. 
I talked with him an hour before he died. He was impressed with the belief 
that he was chilled to death that night in the stocks. He did not expect to live, 
from his conversation. He did not eat anything after he came into the stockade. 
He told me that he was kept in the stocks from the time he was taken out 
until about 8 o'clock in the morning. He was chilled so thoroughly that he was 
insensible. I helped to carry him to the gate after he died. I did not know 
his name; I never inquired it. He belonged to a Pennsylvania regiment. I am 
certain that it occurred about the 15th of February, 1865. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

In one case I had a conversation with a man in the hospital who had been 
taken aut of the chain-gang, and I saw his body carried to the dead-house three 
days after I had the conversation' with him. He told me in that conversation 
that he had not been able to walk since he had been taken out of the chain-gang. 
He died in the hospital. That was in August, 1864. I cannot tell how long 
after he had been taken from the chain-gang that he died. It was about the 
13th of August when 1 had this conversation. The man was very much emaciated. 
and was sore in the ankles where the ball had been put on. There were no other 
marks on his person, that I saw. I can speak of no other instances, except of 
men woom I have seen confined in the stocks for some time. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
The incident which I last described occurred about the 13th of August. I 

saw the man in the chain·gang several times in July. I know that he had heen 
in the chain-gang. I had seen him there. I saw the chain-gang every day. 
He died from being in the chain-gang. He did not describe to me being in the 
chain-gang at any particular time. He only stated to me -that he supposed he 
would die from his sufferings in the chain-gang. I don't suppose he had been 
in different times. The time I saw him in ~as in July. He did die in August 
from what he suffered in the chain-gang. That is not what he told me. I saw 
him after he was dead. When he told me that he expected to die from the ef
fects of the chain-gang, he did not specify any time; he said that he expected to 
die from the treatment he had received while in the chain-gang. I did not see 
him in the chain-gang at any time, except in July. I saw him in th'e hospital 
before he died. I saw him in the chain-gang from tl)e 1st to about the 10th of 
July, never after that. What he related to me is all I know of his having died 
from being in the chain-gang. He had never been able to walk, he s;tid, from 
the time he had been in the chain-gang. 

SEPTEMBER 6. 1865. 
WILLIAM WILLIS SCOT'I', for the prosecution: 
I am in the military service of the United States; in the 6th West Virginia 

cavalry. I was a prisoner at Andersonville. I was captured June 26, 1864. 
I remained at Lynchburg, I think, three weeks, and I arrived at Andersonville, 
I think, the middle of August. 

WIRZ BEATS A fRISONER WITH HIS REVOLVER, CAUSING HIS DEATH. 

I know Captain Wirz very well. I saw him commit acts of cruelty on prisoners. 
In one case I was coming down after a bucket of water. I belonged away up, 
in what they called the new stockade on the north side. Captain Wirz waS 
coming in. A sick man was sitting on the side of the bank. He asked Captain 
Wirz if he· could get out; Captain Wirz turned around, gave him a kind of sour 



195 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

look, and said, "Yes, God damn it, I will let you out," and with the revolver he 
struck the fellow over the head and shoulders several times.. The fellow went 
to his tent then. On the third morning, I think, I made it my business to go 
down and see him. He was dead. He had died the night before. I saw him. 
1 suppose he died from the effects of' the beating with the pistol. He was 
pretty badly bruised around the head and face. I thiuk he beat him with the 
butt of'the revolver which he had in his hand. I don't remember which hand 
lleused. He knocked the man down the first blow. I think this was about the 
25th or 26th of August, 1864. I cannot give the man's name. I did not inquire 
about that. I just came down to see if he was much the worse for his treat
ment, and I did not inquire any further. 

WIRZ SHOOTS AT A PRISONER. 

I saw Oaptain Wirz on one occasion coming- in between the stockade and the 
dead-line; one of his own guards was up above, and a stone or a brickbat, I 
cannot tell which, was thrown down and hit Oaptain Wirz on the back. His 
own guard threw it; I saw the guard throw it. Oaptain Wirz wheeled around 
on his horse and there was near him one of our prisoners coming out of his tent. 
He shot and struck the man on the head. He made no inquiries before firing. 
He never made any inquiries or looked. He just rode on. He cut off the skin 
of the fellow's head along with some of the llair. He was only stunned a little j 

hegotup and went into his tent. Oaptain Wirz did not make any inquiries at all. 

WIRZ BEATS A PRISONER WITH HIS REVOLVER, CAUSING HIS DEATH. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
I Was coming down from my own shed. 'I'his fellow was standing- on the 

street, which they called the main street, when he asked Oaptain Wirz to let 
llim go to the hospital. I was near enough to hear what he said. I wasjU'llt a 
little above him. There was not a crowd around him; he was all alone. 

By the OOURT : 
I mean there was no crowd around him. There were other men over from 

him. It was right up from the main gate, where the.rations used to be brought 
, in-the north gate. 

By OOUNSEL: 
I did not hear or see the men do anything. I suppose they were all waiting 

to see Oaptain Wirz about something. He was just after coming in. 

SEPTEMBBR 6, 1865. 
L. S. POND, for the prosecution:
 
I was in the military service of the United States j in the second New York
 

heavy artillery. I was a prisoner at Andersonville. I was there about four 
months-from the 28th of June, 1864. 

PRIVATE PROPERTV TAKEN FROM PRISONgRS. 

I know Oaptain Wirz. I saw him at the time of my arrival. The first thing he 
did was to order us into the ranks and count us off into "nineties," or he ordered 
sergeants of our own men to count us off into" nineties" and take our mimes. 
Then the prisoners were ordered to be searched for money or anythir:g else they 
had about them. The men were searched by confederates-sergeants or corpo
rals, or lieutenants; I could not tell what they were. I saw blankets taken 
away from two or three men, whose names I took, and also two or three canteens. 
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I saw Captain Wirz take the daguerreotype of a lady and two children, belonging 
to a man of one of the Michigan regiments. He was captured at the same time 
that I was, and was taken to Andersonville the same day. T\1e man seemed to 
try to hide the picture away from the guard; but the officer searching him noticed 
him trying to hide it, and mentioned it to Captain Wirz. Captain Wirz ordered 
him to give it up, and he gaTe it up. Captain Wirz looked at it a moment, 
threw it on the ground, and stamped his heel on it like that (imitating the ac
tion.) I afterwards learned that the man's wife was dead, and that the pictnre 
was all he had to remember her by. He did not make a request to have the 
picture given up to him. There was a daguerreotype taken from another young 
man, the picture of a young lady. I think it was the lady he was waiting on. 
They passed it around and looked at it. Some of them made very vulgar re
marks about the picture, stating that they would like to sleep with the original, 
and other remarks of that kind. The young man requested the picture to be 
returned to him. One of the officers pulled a revolver out of his pocket, held 
it up to the man's head, and said: "I'll give yon that, yon damned Yank." I 
suppose they appropriated the picture to their own use. It was not returned. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw a sentry on gnard at the stockade fire at men ncar or within the dead
line. I saw one man shot about the middle of July, ] 864-from"the 15th to the 
30th. He was reaching under the dead-line f01' some water cleaner than he 
could get below it. 'I'he guard deliberately fired at him. He was knocked over 
and partly floated in the water. The boys took him out. The sentry said: 
"There goes for ten days' furlough." I do not know whether the sentry was 
relieved at the time or not. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I have seen prisoners torn by the bloodhounds. I saw two fellows dressed in 
confederate clothes, and who had got out of the tunnel. 'I'hey were men who 
tented. in the same part of the stockade with me. 'I'heyhad been out some 
days and were set upon by bloodhounds. 'I'heir legs were torn, and one of 
them was torn in the arms. I saw the men wonnded in the legs and arms. I 
was in the stockade when I saw them. 'I'hey had been canght and brought in. 

CONDITION OP' THE PRISONERS IN THE STOUKADE. 

I was not there during the cold weather. I got out from the stockade some 
time in the latter part'of September or fore part of October. I was sergeant of 
a "ninety." We called a division 270 men, a detachment 90, and a squad 30. 

Three pieces of wood, four feet long, and perhaps two inches in diameter
jUBt as they came-was f~r 270 men for three days. I sent out a number of 
men to the hospital, and I always bade them" good bye," never expecting to see 
them again. That was proverbial among the soldiers there. 

ACTS .0);' CRUELTY COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

I saw the prisoner commit acts of cruelty towards sick men. He came into 
the stockade one ~ay, I think it was in th~ month of August; (1 had a memor
andum of every CIrcumstance that happened, but I lost it; I never tried to com
mit them to memory.) The men were ordered to fall into ranks to be counted 
off. We were playing what w.e used to call "roots" with them. That is, we 
used to go into three or foul' different squads if we could, so as to get an extra 
ration. There was a very sick man there, who could not stand upon his limbs, 
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and Captain Wirz ordered him to fall in-to be cOllnted off. '1'he man could not 
fall in, and he told him so. Captain Wirz kicked him three or foul' times, and 
said: "I will learn a damned Yankee who tries to 'play roots' upon me." 

Cross-examined by OOUNSEL : _ 
Captain Wirz never hurt me. I never heard him threaten anyone except the 

man whom I saw him kick. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PRISONERS. 

By the COliRT : 
I was not searched. I suppose I was a privileged character on account of my 

taking command of a squad. Nothing was taken from me. 

By COUNSRL: 
I have designated these daguerreotypes, and I have seen blankets an~ canteens 

taken. I think I saw three blankets taken, and two or three canteens. I saw 
squads come in with canteens and knapsacks. They did not come in as fre
quently with them as without them. I belonged to the army of the Potomac. 
I did not belong to Stoneman's cavalry. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED flY WJRZ. 

SEPTEMBER 6, 1865. 
RUFUS MUNDY, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United States; in the seventy

fifth Ohio. I was captured on the 26th January, 1865; and about the 1st 01' 

3d of February, I got to Andersonville. I know Captain Wirz. I saw him 
commit act!! of cruelty towards our prisoners. It was one day, about the 21st 
of February, 1865. We used to borrow sbovels to build our sheds. Aftel' a 
hard rain the sand would wash and we would have to build them over again. 
There was a shovel mis~ing. Next morning we hauled up in line; Captain Wil'z 
was there. '1'bere was one man who was sort of sick or weak-something was 
the matter with him. He undertook to sit down and was a long time getting iu 
rank. Captain Wirz ordered him up, and picked up a piece of a brickbat 
and threw it at the man, striking him alongside of the head, about the lower 

• part of the ear. 'The man keeled over. That was on the 22d of Fe.brual'Y, 
18615. I also saw him kick a young man in March, of the same year. I did 
know his name, but have forgotten it. 

COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE objected to the testimony and asked the judge 
auvocate to state to what charge and specifications this evidence referred.' 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE stated that the prisoner was charged continuous!y,from 
a certain date to a certain date, with cruel treatment to prisoners. He is charged 
with inflicting cruel, unusual, and infamous punishment, for slight and trivial 
offences. 

After deliberation, the objection was overruled, and the wItness continued. 
About the tenth of March we were hauled up into line on account of one man 

being missing, who had gone out for wood the morning before. We were all 
hauled up in line to find out if that man had returned. Captain Wirz said that 
if he could not be found he would stop our rations until the man returned. The 
rations were stopped in my mess, and I think altogether in the 90, for two days. 
I know that I had nothing nor had any of our sergeants anything. I was at
tached to the third division, second hundred, third mess; I was No. 23 in the 
mess. This young man was sitting down; he had been standing in the ranks 
for probably an hour, and got tired and sat down. He was in the rear rank, 
beside me; Captain Wirz told him to get up; I suppose the soldier did not heal' 
him; and Captain Wirz callie up and- kicked him; when the man got up he was 
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bleeding very freely from the mouth or nose. I believe that soldier was sick. 
know he had been in his shed for Rev~ral days. I saw the hounds at the prison. 
I never saw men who had been bitten by them. I heard complaints made to 
Captain Wirz about onr treatment there. Captain Wirz was in there one day 
about the latter part of March, 1865. There was a great talk about our being 
exchanged, and one of the men asked him if we would be soon exchanged, and 
Captain Wirz told him there was no use of asking any questions. I believe I 
have told all I know, all of any importance. 

Mr. BAKER called the attention of the court to the fact that the only specifi
cation presented under the first charge is, that the accused subjected the prison
ers "to crnel, unnatural and infamous punishments upon slight, trivial and ficti. 
tious pretences, by fastening large balls of iron to their feet, and binding large 
lJUmbers of the prisoners aforesaid closely together with large chains around 
their necks and feet," and he oljected to evidence being given of other promis
cuous acts. 

The COURT. That question has already been decided and the objection over
ruled. ' 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PRIl;10NERS. 

SEPTEMBER 6, 1865. 
• ABNER A. KELLOGG, for the prosecution: 

I have been in the military service of the United States; in the 40th Ohio 
infantry; was taken as a prisoner of war to Andersonville. I was there from 
the 21st of May, 1864, to the 15th of November, 1864. I saw acts of cruelty 
committed by Captain Wirz upon prisoners there. The first day we got there 
we were taken to the headquarters and counted off in nineties. Some blankets 
were taken from some of the boys, and canteens, pocket-books and watches. 
Therwere taken into Captain Wirz's quarters. I do not know what became 
of them afterwards; the men never got them back After standing 'four or five 
hours in the sun we were plit in the stockade. I was .taken to the hospital in 
September. 

SHOOTING OF THE PRISONERS BY TIlE GUARDi'l. 

I saw one man shot on the dead-line. The man was supposed to be crazy. 
He crossed the line and was ordered back by the sentry. He did go back; the 
men commenced to halloo and scared him and he rushed back again, when the 
sentry fired upon him. That was on the south side, I believe. That was nut 
the "Chickamauga" case. This was between the 5th and the 10th of July, I 
believe. He was not attempting to escape. He did not know what he was 
doing, I guess, from the looks of him. Some young man in the crowd asked the 
guard why he shot that man,as he was crazy. 'I'he guard replied that he was 
acting under orders. The young man asked him who gave those orders, and 
the guard said Captain Wirz. 

'fHE RATIONS. 

I was in a crowd of five or six one day in June, 1864. It was in wet weather. 
One of the young men showed Captain Wirz a ration of hread and asked him 
if he expected men to live upon that; Captain Wirz said that he did, that that 
was what he gave it to them for.. 'l'he man said that they could not stand it, 
and asked him if he wlluld not give them some soft meal bread, something to 
~eep them alive. Captain Wirz replied, "it is good enough for any damned 
Yankee." 
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. TREATMENT OF THE SICK. 

Tsaw one sick man carried up to the gate. He had a sore on his back about 
the size of the crown of my hat. It was full of maggots. He waited some 
twenty-four hours at the ~ate to be carried out to the. hos~ital. The sergeant 
of the detachment to whICh he belonged asked 'Oaptam Wirz to have the man 
removed to ehe hospital. Captain Wirz said, "it isn't worth while, let him die. 
there;" and he died, lying there by the gate. That was in the month of Augus.t, 
1864. 

Oounsel' for the defence declined to cross-examine the witness. 

SEPTEMBER 6, 1865. 
SIDNEY SMITH, for the prosecution: 
I was in the military service of' the United States. I was in the 14th Oon

necticut when I was taken prisoner. I was taken. to Andersonville. I was 
there from the 23d of May, 1864, to the end of September, 1864. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

I know Oaptain Wirz. On the 7th of September, 1864, I saw him knock a 
man down with a revolver. I do not recollect in which hand he held the re
volver. The soldier was taken back inside the stockade, and I never saw him 
since. It was the day the prisoners were taken to Savannah; I belonged to 
the 89th detachment, and tried to get out with some of the first ones, and went 
outside for that purpose. I" flanked" out. There I heard this remark from 
Oaptain Wirz, that the first flanker he would catch he would shoot him. A 
flanker means a man going into a wrong detachment. This soldier who 'was 
knocked down with a pistol was out there with a detachment to which he did 
not belong.. The roll was ca:Iled and he was left out, his name not being on the 
roll. Oaptain Wirz knocked him down and told him he was a flanker, and he 
was sent back to the stockade. 

COMPLAINTS MADE BY PRISONERS. 

Oomplaints were made about our rations and treatment. I have signed one 
letter myself, and sent it, stating that we suffered a great deal. It was dropped 
in the letter-box. There was no notice taken of it. We never received any 
answer. I never·heard Oaptain Wirz make use of any language with reference 
to it. I never spo~e to him myself. 

SHOOTING -OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw prisoners who were shot by sentries. I have seen a man shot going 
for water, leaning over the dead-line. I have seen the sentries fire, and I after
wards saw the man carried from the place wounded. I have heard sentries say 
th'lt they got thirty days' furlough for shooting prisoners. My tent was right 
close by the dead-line, and I asked the sentry once if it were so, that they 
got furlough for shooting men. He said yes, they got thirty days' fur
lough. Almost every time a man was shot the sentry was relieved and 
taken froin his post. '1'he corporal of the guard would come up and inquire 
what the. firing was about, and would bring auother man and would relieve the 
sentinel. ~ saw Oaptain Wirz at sick-call. I have seen him standing once at 
the gate when the sick men were crowding and pushing at the dead-line. Oap
tain Wirz .said to one of the guards, "Give them the bayonet, the damned 
Yankees." The se,ntinel did not .charge bayonet on them. At that time I eaw 
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a sentry shoot one of the sick men at the gate. It was in August, 1864; I can
not state the date. '1'he sick men behind were pushing the men in front, and 
some of them got over the dead-line. The sentinel stepped back one step and 
aimed. One man thought the sentinel aimed at him, and he took the gnn to 
prevent him shooting him; at the same time the sentry fired and split the man's 
arm open, and at the same time hit another man in the hip. I did not see Cap
tain Wirz there. No warning was given to prisoners about the dead-line. On 
the 23d of May we were drawn up in line in front of Captain Wirz's office, and 
had to wait there [or about three hours in the sun until he came to count us off. 
All that time the rebel soldiers would not dare to give us water. We asked for 
water, and they said they had orders not to give us any. Captain Wirz came 
and made us fall in and counted ns off in detachments. I never was told about 
the dead-line, and when I saw it I thought it must be just a pleasure walk for 
the prisoners to exercise in. I was not there half an hour before I was told 
what it meant. 

CRUELTIRS COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
There were in all, I think, one hundred and thirty-five detachments, perhaps 

'more. They commenced to be taken out four detachments at a time, the first, 
second, third, and fourth. Every prisoner tried to get into one of the first de
tachments, and they would mix themselves up in detachments going out. 'They 
were called" flankers." This man, who was assaulted by Captain Wirz, was 
one of those flankers. The flanking was done very often. I tried it myself, 
but I took the hint and went back into the stockade, and was afraid to go out 
again. When these detachments were going out there would be a large crowd 
trying to get out, pushing and hauling and trying every way to get out. The 
man was shot in the arm inside the stockade. '1'he sick men were waiting at 
the front gate to be taken out. It was a usual thing for these flankers to be 
trying to get out. It was only this one time, when the men were going to get 
exchanged, that the flankers tried to get out. '1'hose men who were sent to the 
hospital were carried in blankets, and they could not push. There was generally 
a crowd at the gate when squads were going out for wood. Flankers would not 
try to get out there. The men went out by detachments. 'fhe sergeant would 
call the numbers and the men would step forward and march onto There would . 
be others attempting to get out at the same time, but they could not do it unless 
there was a favorable chance. That was going OIl all the time there was a 
favorable challce. 

SEP;rEMBER 6, 1865. 
GROTTFELD BRUNNER, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United Stfltes. I belonged to the 

·fourteenth Connecticut. I was a prisoner at Andersonville. I went there on the 
22d of February, 1864, and stayed there till September, 1864. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

I know Captain Wirz. I saw him commit acts of cruelty towards prisoners. 
When I went to Andersonville Captain Wirz was not in command. I believe 
a colonel of the twenty-sixth Alabama was in command, and we were treated 
well. In the latter part of March Captain Wirz took command of the prison, 
and from that time we were treated very badly. Ca,ptain Wirz came in every 
morning and called the roll, and if one man was missing from a detachment, the 
whole detachment was deprived of its rations until the man was found or ac
counted for. One morning I was not able to stand up. Captain Wirz came into 
my tent. I do not like to state the language he used. He pulled out his revolver 
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at me and said, "Get up, you Yankee son of a bitch, or r will kill you right on 
1he spot." I 'said I would be better off if he would kill me. He took me by 
the hand, threw me out of the tent, kicked me on the back, and made me go to 
the roll-call. I was sick at the time. That was about the latter part of March, 
1864. r have seen men shot there, and r have seen men bucked and gagged 
there. r recollect the time that we did not get rations for three days, and 
another time for two days. The first time was in April, aud the second time in 
May. r knew a man to be bucked and gagged for not being present at roll-call. \ 
I don't recollect the date. It was done by Oaptain Wir:-;'s order. r know 
nothing else. 

A PRISONER SHOT BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

r have seen a cripple shot inside the line-the man they calle,l "Ohicka
mauga." Oaptain Wirz came into the stockade one afternoon; Ohickamauga' 
stepped up to him and asked to be taken out; Oaptain Wirz refused to allow 
him to be taken out, and sajd, "If you don't go back into the line you will be 
shot." Ohickamauga went into the line, and our own men were pulling him off 
not to go in, The guard was pointing with a ri:fl.e to kill him; Oaptain Wirz 
ordered the sentry to fire at him. At first the guard would not. Oaptain Wirz 
went outside of the stockade, and as soon as he went out the guard fired and killed 
the man dead. r saw Oaptain Wirz afterwards at the sentry-box by the side of 
the sentry who fired. r did not hear 0 aptain Wirz make any remarks then; r 
heard him once make the remark that be had plenty of powder and lead to kill 
Yankees. r do not recollect when he used that expression. The boys used to 
go to the gate; some ladies were standing at the gate who had come to see the 
camp, and one of them asked what the Yankees came to fight them for. One of 
our own men made a speech, so that the ladies began to get angry. Oaptain Wirz 
came and said, "Get away, you Yaukee sons of bitches; r have plenty ofpowder 
and lead to kill you." The Ohickamauga matter was about the latter part of 
May. 

Oounsel for defence declined to cross-examine the witness. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FRO!l'l PR~SUNERS. 

SEPTEMBER 6, 1865. 
THOMAS H. HORNE. for the prosecution: 
r have been in the military service of the United States; in the 102d New 

York volunteers; r went to Andersonville on the twenty-ninth of July, 1864. 
r saw Oaptain Wirz the day r arrived there. We had a thou~and nien, half of 
those that were taken prisoners at Atlanta; he addressed the men in the line, 
and said that if they did not behave themselves he would shoot them on the spot. 
The rebel sergeants took what they wanted from us, it made no difference what, 
blankets, coats, and everything else. They took money and watches from me~ 
and took blankets from some of them. r saw the rebel sergeants give the money 
and watches to Oaptain Wirz; I stood close byOaptain Wirz wBen he took 
them, and that is the last the men ever heard of them so far as I know. They 
took two or three sman articles out of my knapsack; r had five shirts on which 
they did not take, and r had two ten-dollar bills in my mouth. They took a 
case-knife from me, a fork and some note paper. The men had to take off their 
knapsacks and haversacks and leave them on the ground to be opened; there 
was some one hundred dollars taken from a young man standing close by me. 
r saw as many as three watches taken from men right by me. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

When r was first put into the stockade r tried to find a place to lie down, but 
'it was a pretty hard matter; I went to two or three places, but it was of no use. 
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One man said that r could not lie down there. Pretty soon I had to fight for 
a place to lie down on, '1'here was no room there, and they said we had no 
business there. Of course I got a place after awhile The men were perfect 
skeletons where r lay. They were in the worst kind of a state, half naked, 
filthy, lousy, too ~ick to get up j r lay on the ground many a night when I 
couldn't sleep j sometimes on account of men around me groaning in agony. 
When I would wake up in the morning I would see men dead all around me, 
perfect skeletons, One man died and lay there so long that he could ll\lt be 
taken out, and they had to bury him where he died. .. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

There were men shot there. '1'here were a great many men crazy in there, 
who got crazy by being exposed to the weather. I saw· a crazy man go, into 
the dead-line and be shot. '1'he ball took effect in his head j that was in the 
first part of October, 1864. I did not see Oaptain Wirz at the time. The man 
died. I saw another crazy man' go inside the dead-line, and the gouard fired at 
him and missed him. The ball did not hit anyone else. That was in the same 
month-October. I saw a man shot who had not touched the dead-line. It was 
at the,side where the brook came in j it was on the hill, not neal' the spring. I 
heard the shot and I went and saw the man dead j he was dying when I got 
there and he ditjd before I left. He was not quite at the dead-line. Captain 
Wirz was there j r heard him say something to the sentry on guard. r did not 
understand what it was, as I was not clos,e enough to hear him. I have heard 
as many as twenty or thirty shots, and have sometimes heard balls pass over 
my head, in the months of August, September and October, 1864. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

Our rations were stopped once for three days because men could not attend 
the roll-call. There were so many men sick lying in a helpless condition on 
the ground starving there, who could not get to roll-call. The sick men's rations 
we're stopped. It made no difference whether they were ,sick 01' not j it occur
red twice that I know of, once for two days and once for three days. The first 
time was about the middle of August, and the next time was in September. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PRISONERS. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
r saw two silver watches and one gold watch taken from prisoners. r do not 

know the man's name from whom the gold watch 'Yas taken. He was an ordi
nary soldier. I do not know where they got those watches. All of the money 
that was taken from them was greenbacks. Two thousand were taken prisoners 
when I was taken. One-half got to Andersonville the day before the other half. 
r did not lose anything except my fork and knife and note paper. 'They took 
no clothes from me j they took clothes from others j I do not know from how 
many, I saw clothes taken from as many as foul' or five in that squad. We 
were all in a line, to be searched before we were put in prisoa. Those clothes 
that were taken away consisted of coats, blankets, and tents. All I recollect 
seeing taken away were three watches, a hundred dollars, and clothing from four 
men. These men s,tood close by me. 

SEPTEMBER 7, 1866. 
BERNARD OORRIGA:'II, for the prosecution: 
r have been in the military service of the United States j in the second Ohio 

regiment. I was taken prisoner. I was first taken to Richmond, then to Dan~, 
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ville, and then to Andersonville. I got there in May, 1864. I saw the prisoner 
there. I saw him when we arrived at the railroad depot. He gave orders to 
have the men fall in again at 3 o'dock to have lists of their llames taken. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw a federal prisoner shot at the south gate. I do not know his name. It 
was in July, a few days after the men were hung. We were going up for medi
cine in the morning; This man happened to have two tin cups in his hand. 
Captain Wirz told the guatd that if he did not keep the men back he would 
punish him. The guard said he could not keep the'men from crowding. Cap
tain Wirz said, "You have a gun, and if you do not do as I tell you, I will take 
you off and punish you" Captain Wirz turned his back and started off, and 
the guard fired right among the crowd and shot this man. I never saw the man 
again. The six men that I saw hung were the men they called raiders. I have 
seen several shot around there, but I cannot recollect the dates. They were 
shot in July and August. I saw five or six altogether. One' was shot down 
neal' the cook-house, where the stream comes out, and another at the opposite 
side. The one I saw shot at the cook-house was a cripple, I suppose. He was 
a man with one leg. The other was shot on the other side where the sink was, 
at the lower end of the stream. The man's' head was near the fence. He was 
lying down when he got shot. He was not on the dead-line.. His head was 
right under the dead-line at the time he got shot. '.rhe guard just fired and shot 
him and killed him. I do not know.what the man was doing. I came up and 
there was a whole crowd around him. That was some time in August. The 
man died. He was hit somewhere about the shoulder. I know of two who 
were shot at the hospital. It was in the month of Augm't. I do not know what 
they were shot for. 'l'hey were washing clothes at the stream. One went ou 
the off side and got shot. The other was shot on this side of the stream with a 
pail' of boots in his hand which he wanted to trade with the guard. I did not 
see Captain Wirz at that time. Both men died. '!'he' men who shot them 
were on guard there. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

Captain Wirz struck me for not answering my name; they called me ". Colli
gan" instead of" Corrigau;" my propel' name is Corrigan; he took me down to 
the gate and tied me hand and foot, with a bar between my legt', for saying he 
ought not to treat a prisoner so, when he hit me on the head with a revolver; I 
do not know what hand he used; I know that he used both hands in tying me. 

By the COURT:
 
I mean to say that Captain Wirz tied me.
 

ME;\; BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I saw one man who had been bitt.en by the dogs; he looked pretty torn; he 
was torn in both legs and hands, and had a piece of his ear cut off; he was 
carried to hospital next day; I never saw him afterwards; I do not know his 
name; I think this was in May, 1864. ' 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

Cross examined by COUNSEL: i 

I was taken to Andersonville in May, 1864-about the 17th of May; I w~s 
not alone; there were 1,000 or 1,500 of us together; we were taken from th~ 
railroad to the stockade; we went from Danville to Andersonville; it was in the 
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month of July, 1864, that I saw thp-6rst man shot-the latter part of July, after 
the six men were hung; there might have been a hundred or two hundred there 
at the time; I could not swear what crowd there was there; I was hunting 
medicine at the same time myself; I had the scurvy very bad; they were not 
pressing very bad at the gate; they were all trying who could get out quickp.st ; 
the guard every once in a while would tell them to stand back; they were all 
trying to get through as quick as they could; the guard was standing on the 
ground; the guards did not use their guns against us before they fired; the 
guard had his hand on the trigger; he told them to ~tand back and shot; there 
were a few guards back at the gate; this guard was through where the dead-line 
was; the other guards were not immediat.ely up to the crowd; some guards 
stepped up there after the man was shot, and some three or four of our men took 
hold of him and carried him out; I saw Oaptain Wirz turn his back and go 
away after giving the order at the time the man got shot; he turned his back 
before the man got shot; his orders were if the men did not keep back to shoot, 
and the guard did so; when I saw the guard shoot the third man, I stood about 
ten or fifteen yards off, over in a crowd of tents right near where the man was 
shot; I did not see anything of it till I heard the report of the gun; I did not 
see him before he was shot; I saw where his head lay after he was shot; I saw 
the guard before and after I -heard the gun fired; I did not see Oaptain Wirz 
there then; I do not know what the man was shot for, only from what was told 
me; . I could not certainly state what day in August it was; it was about the 
16th or 17th to the best of my opinion; that is abollt as near as I can come to 
it; I do not know that it was the latter part of August; I have given you my 
opihion as far as I could.; it ia only ,a rough guess. 

THE HANGING OF THE RAIDERS. 

I was present wIlen the six men were hung; I was convenient to that place; 
I had nothing to do with the trial of them; I did no~ belong to that cI'owd ; 
they were hung by our own men; -they were hung by Oaptain Wirz's order; 
they were brought in and hung; one man broke the rope and thanked his God 
that he was saved, but they took him up, put the rope on him again and hung 
him; I saw Oaptain Wirz and heard him when he brought them in; the crowd 
gathered np and was so big I could not say what he said; I suppose he gave 

them up to our own men to be hung; I could not swear it. the crowd was very 
great; I did not see him commit any acts of violence upon them. 

By the OOURT: 
I suppose he brought the men from the stocks; they had been taken out three 

01' four days befor6; that is what I heard about it; some of the sergeants went 
out, and there was It jury over them, and they were found guilty i I don't know 
whether they were tried outside the stockade or not; I don't know from where 
the rope came with which they were hung; I guess it came from outside the 
gate; there were not many ropes inside. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

By the OOUNSEL : 
It was on the 17th of May that I was tied up; I had been doing nothing; it 

was for- not answering my name as " Oolligan" instead of" Oorrigan;" I ne~er 
gave any wrong name; I suppose they took it down" Oolligan;" it was outsIde 
the stockade when they were calling the men in by name; it had nothing ~o do 
with providing for the number of rations; there was nothing at all about ratIOns; 
they were counting them by their names and passing them into the stockade. _ 
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MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I did not see the man bitten by the dogs; I saw him after he came into the 
stockade; he lay down by my tent and they took him out to the hospital next 
morning; if I had not known anytl1ing about the dogs, I would have supposed 
that he was bitten by dogs; a piece of his ear was cut off and his leg torn, and 
his pants also torn, and his arm; the man came to me and told me that he had 
been bitten by the hounds; that is the way I know he was bitten; that is the 
only way I know it, just from what he told me; I could not be certain what 
part of May it was; I suppose it was the 14th or 15th of May. 

By the COUR'l': 
I don't know whether the man died from the effects of the bite; he was taken 

to the hospital; I never saw him from that hour; I suppose he had escapeo. from 
the hospital, because he told me he had escaped. 

SEPTEMBER 7, 1865. 
JOHN W. CASE, for the prosecution: 
I was in the service of the United States; in the 47th N ew York regiment; 

I,was a prisoner at Andersonville; I arrived there about the 20th of August, 
1864, and was put into the stockade; I remained there until the 17th of Sep
tember, 1364. 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

I saw the prisoner there; he looked about as he does now, sick; on the 17-th 
of September, those who were sick or wounded got an order, if they could get 
to the depot without assistance within half an hour, to do so; we were about to be 
exchanged; I could not get into the cal' with my crutches, the door was so low; 
Captain Witz took his pistol and called to me, "you damned Yankee son'of 
a bitch, get in there or I will blow your brains out;" he used his right hand; I 
recollect that distinctly. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw a man shot in the stockade the first night I arrived there-about 3 o'clock 
in the morning; I got out of my bunk, in the shed, and as I got out somebody 
fired at me, and hit another man inside and killed him; I do not know the man's 
name; I do not know what regiment he belonged to; Captain Wirz was not 
present at the time; I was not within four feet of the dead-line when the shott 
was fired; the guard, I expect, was about twenty-five feet from me; he said 
something after he fired; hehallooed, "Yank, I am going to shoot;" 1 saw another 
man shot there; the next was a man who was lying asleep, pretty neal' the new 
shed, on the north side of the stockade; I do hot know the man's name; he was 
a Swede, I believe; no one there knew his name; one of the sentries shot him; 
he was killed; he was shot right through the head; that was the last of August, 
I think; the sentinel said nothing that I heard. I saw a crazy man shot there; 
that was in August, I believe, about the next day, I reckon, after the last one; 
he was shot right in the breast; he died; I did not know his name; he was 
shot in the stockade behind the shed; he was not on the dead-line; he was about 
ten or twelve feet from it, I reckon; he was trying to build a fire when he was 
shot; I saw others shot, but I do not know exactly where; I saw a man shot 
who was pegging down the corners of his hlanket; on the north side of the 
stockade; I was on crutches and could not get round easily; I do not know 
whether he died or not; he was hit right ill the forehead; when I saw him he 
lo~ked as if he was about " gone up;" I do not know his name; I did not in
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quire, I was so disgusted; it was a common occurrence shooting men; every 
rlight I could hear them hallooing "mUl'der," all the time; I have frequently 
hearn. guns fired hy the sentinels; they used to get furloughs wheJl they would 
kill a Yankee; the sentinels said they got thirty days' furlough for killing a 
"¥anker, ;, if they did not kill him they did not get a furlough, I believe. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I never knew of a sentinel getting a furlough for shooting a Y.ankee;· it was 

never possible for me to know it; I know a perilon who does know it; Mr. 
Tipple, I believe, knows that to be a fact; he is in Fulton county, New York, 
unless he is here; he is the gentleman who informed me; I heard the sentry 
say so myself; I heard him say" we get a furlough for killing a Yankee, thirty 
days;" that is all I heard him say; I never heard a sentry say that he had got 
a furlough; I only heard the common remark that when they shot a man they 
got a thirty days' furlough for it; that is all I know about it; I was about three 
feet. from the fourth man I saw shot; I saw the sentry when he fired at him; it 
was along in the afternoon, about 2 o'clock, I reckon; I had no watch; they 
took what watches we had; I did not say it was a common thing to see them 
shooting Xankees in the night time; I could not see them shooting in the dark, 
but I would see the men next morning dead; that was the best evidence; I 
could not see men shot at night, from where I was, but I know it wa~ a fact; 
I IleaI'd the crack of the guns, and .the next morning I saw them started to' be 
taken out; I do not know they were shot by the guns I heard at night, hut I 
should judge they were; it was a very common occurrence in the night, more 
so t~an in the day time; I should judge it was a good deal more so. 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

Captain Wirz did not touch mr,; he only threatened to blow my brains out; 
he did not do it; I was wounded in the left foot and ankle, and was seven months 
on l,lrutches. ' 

THJ..: SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS IN GEORGIA IN 1863-'4. 

SEPTEMBER 7, 1865. 
EDWARD RICHARDSON, for the prosecution: 
I reside at Albany, Georgia; I have lived there about twenty-three years; 

Albany is between forty and fifty miles from Andersonville; I was at Anderson
ville in 1863; I have been there every year, more or less; I was there almost' 
every month in the year 1863 up to August; I do not th~nk I was thereafter' 
August; I saw storehouses at the Andersonville depot; there was one'belonging 
to the railroad company and one to t,he government j the government one was 150 
to 200 feet long, 45 or 50 feet wide, and 45 or 50 feet high; provisions for the' 
solditrs, and for the prisoners, I believe, were stored in it; I saw sometimes more 
and sometimes less; there seemed to be a good deal of provisions there; there 
were a good many to be fed there; I never saw the storehouse empty; I believe 
there was' a pretty good corn crop. made in 1863; there was not much wheat; 
there were a /!:ood many sweet potatoes; there was not much cotton made that 
year; in 1864 there was a good deal of wheat planted, hut ahout the time it was 
fit to be gathered, it rained for about. two weeks and the wheat sprouted; ther~ 
was very little of it fit to use; in almost all southwestern Georgia there are 
large plantations, and the planters raise vegetables only for their own use; there' 
is no market to carry them to; 'Albany is the largest place between Macon and,,' 
']'allahassee; there is no market near Andersonville; they used to send water~, 
melons and such from Albany to Andersonville; there were no peaches in south~.; 
western Georgia in 1864; they were all killed; they sent some sweet potatoe~'i 
hom Albany to Andersonville; there were plenty of them in 1864, I believe. 
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TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

I was at the burying ground at Andersonville several times-almost every time 
I went there; the trenches were dug about seven feet wide and two and one half 
01' three feet deep; inside that they would dig another one, leaving a shoulder 
of six or eight inches; the bodies were laid lengthwise and then covered with 
puncheons before the clay was put over them; puncheons are pieces of logs split 
out sometbing like rails; the atmospllere was not pure. I was there in June, 
July, and Augnst, and, I think, toward the latter end of May. 

THE SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS IN GEORGIA IN 1863-'4. 

Oross-examined hy OOUNSEL : 

I wall inside of ,the government storehouse at the depot almost every time I 
was at Andersonville. I must have gone there half a dozen times in the course 
of two or three months. I do not think the storehouse was half full on an 
average. There were bacon, sirup, and corn meal in it, I think. I may have 
seen at one time forty or fifty barrels of sirup. I do not think it ever averaged 
that number. I do not recollect that I was ever there when there were no bar
rels of sirup. I do not know what proportion of the bacon was in hams. It 
was in boxes, sometimes the boxes contained all "middlings" and sometimes all 
"shoulders;" the whole of it I designated as bacon. None of it was hung up 
there, it was all in boxes. There may have been ten or twenty boxes of bacon. 
They did not keep it there all the time. There was more or less of it shipped 
every day. I cannot form any idea how many bags of meal there were. I had 
no duty at all at Andersonville. J merely went up there from Albany, thinking 
that I might see some of my ft'iends there, but I never had a chance to see any. 
The cars would get there about eleven and return at one, and I used to go up 
on the one train, and back on· the same. Sweet potatoes are generally dllg and 
gathered for market the last of September and October. I have seen them dug 
as early as the 4th of July. They are sometimes gathered in July, but only 
for family purposes. I do not know that I ever saw any sweet potatoes at An
dersonville. I never saw farmers taking them there for sale. I never saw any 
vegetables there but watermelons, which used to be sent up from Albany. I 
saw a car load sent up there. The confederate soldiers generally used to buy 
them or get the most of them. .'.rhere were none sent up for the prison that I 
know, of. I have no reason to believe so. I believe they were sent up there to . 
be sold. I believe the confederate soldiers byught them when they could get 
them. The Union prisoners were in the stockade, except the few who wel'e on 
parole outside. They begin to cut the wheat the last of Mayor first of June, 
but they do not get much to market till the fall. They shuck it up and put it 
away till the fall. They do not get it to market before September. It was 
brought in all the time at Albany. 'l'hat was the tithing place where one-tenth 
of all the produce was carried in. The farmers would carry in no more than 
they were obliged to, to furnish that tithing. There was a large wheat crop 
planted in 1864, but it rained so much that the wheat sprouted and the crop was 
spoiled. It was not fit to use. It was consumed there. That is not much of 
a wheat growing region. They generally buy their wheat in Tennessee and 
upper Georgia. 'l'here was no wheat ,raised there to supply the army in 1863. 
'l'hey had not beg-un to plant wheat there very much in 1862 and 1863. There 
was no garden truck raised about there by planters except for their own use.' 
Most of them raised enough for their own home consumption. The people about 
Albany generally had gardens of their own which they cultivated. They were 
badly troubled for seed. The seed began to be very poor. Not much of what 
they planted came up. We generallyget our seed from the north to plant every 
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spring. In all that section of the country we have been troubled on account of 
not being able to get seed. We were not much troubled for hands. We used 
colored people there. There was Iiothing raised in the neighborhood by which 
Andersonville could be supplied in 1864. I never heard of a law against carry
ing produce to Andersonville to sell. We were not allowed to dispose, without 
restrictions, of whltt we raised. The planters could not do it. They had to sell 
to the government at government prices. We were under that restriction. When 
I wanted to buy wheat I got an- order to buy it at government prices. I bought 
fifteen bushels by weight, and it measured about twenty bushels. If anyone 
had market truck to sell he had to get an order from the quartermaster at that 
point, and you could only buy it then for yonI' own use. You could not buy 
it to sell again. I never knew of anybody getting any order to cury it to An
dersonville. 

By the COURT : 
Southern Georgia is mostly a eorn-growing country. They raise a large 

amount of corn there. In 1864 there was a very good crop; more plentiful than 
in previous years. I don't recollect much about 1863. We have always raised 
enough for our own con~umption. There are large plantations round there. The 
country is not thickly inhabited. There was no difficulty in getting pt'ovisions 
in the early part of 1864; not so much as afterwards. We used to get wheat 
from upper Georgia and 'I'ennessee. A great deal was shipped from there, and 
also some from Kentucky, and carried down. Many of our planters there would 
buy it. The scarcity commenced soon after the armies began to increase, when 
the produce was almost all taken to Tennessee. J:!'rom 1862 till the close of the 
war, provisions grew scarce and hi?;h priced. 

By COUNSEL: 
Some of the corn crop of 1864 was gathered as soon as it could be; as early 

as July. I have seen it sold in the field, gathered in the shuck and carried off 
in sacks for the government. They were required to ?;ather it as soon as it 
would do. They would not gather it to lay by as early as that. Theywould 
gather the crop for their own use along in September or October. In these early 
months they would only gather enough to furnish their supply for the govern
ment. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

I expect it was the burying of the people there that made the' atmospheJ:e s6 
bad; I do not know anything else. I never saw any indecency in burying 
prisoners there, only sometimes the bodies were rather offensive before they were 
carried there. I saw them in the dead·house and they were rather offensive. I 
do not know why they were kept so long., I was informed that those who died at 
6 o'clock in the evening were carried out next morning. I saw that. The 
graves are generally dug four or four and a halffeet. While I was in the bury
ing ground I heard no orders given to the men digging the'trenches. I saW 
them digging and saw thp,m burying some.' I did not hear any orders given 
relative to the depth of the trenches. 

SEPTEMBER 7, 1865. 
CHARLES T. WILLIAMS, for the prosecution: 
I was in the first New Jersey cavalry. 1 arrived at Andersonville March 12, 

1864, and remained in the stockade till August 30 of the same ,year. I was 
then taken out to the hospital, and stayed (,here till March 25,1865. Dr, White 
was in charge of the hospital when I went there. Afterwards Dr. R. R. Steven-, 
son, after him Dr. Clayton. 'I'he treatment was better under Dr. Clayton. He 
was post surgeon, and Dr. G. G. Roy had charge of the interior of the hospital. 
The treatment was better under them. 



TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 209 

THE STOCKS. 

I saw men in the stocks. I cannot tell by whose order. I have heard Cap
tain Wirz order men into the stocks, and seen the sergeant on the way to p.ut 
them in. It was on March 25, 1865, when we were down to Oaptain Wirz's 
headquartcrs, being about to arrive there. One of the men did not answer to 
his name. Oaptain Wirz ordered the sergeant to go and pnt the man in the 
stocks. His name was Darling. I don't know how long he remained in the 
stocks. I never saw him afterwards. 

I THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I have seen the chain-gang. I was in the stockade at the time, and was not 
very near them. I do not know why the men werE) pnt in the chain-gang. 

'I'HE DOGS. 

I saw the hounds. 'fhey were used for tracking the men when they made 
their escape. I saw men who had been caught by them. I have seen them 
brought back by them. I never saw any men bitten by them. There was one 
catch dog, and the others were what they call plantation dogs. The catch dog 
was a sort of bull-dog, and the others were more of a hound·. 

THE RATiONS. 

I was at Andersonville station three or four times. I was there in March, 
1865, just before leaving, and also last December. Never prior to that. I saw 
a storehouse there. I should judge it was about 125 feet long, and thirty or 
thirty-five feet wide. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS •• 

I saw men shot by the sentinels. I saw two men shot in the stockade, and 
onein the hospital. I cannot give any.exact date. I cannot tell what month it was ; 
it was such a common occurrence that I never took the dates or months. I saw 
one man shot at the south gate, as we called it, on the west side of the stockade, 
the southwest corner, and I saw one man shot at the north side. 'I'his man 
shot at the gate was a cripple; they called him" Ohickamauga." The next 
case, the man, I don't know his name, was shot at the dead-line on the north 
side of the stockade. I do not know in what month. The man was killed. 
Captain vYirz was not present at the ti'me the man was shot at the north side. I 

. did not hear anything said by the person who ,shot him as to why the man was 
shot. He was shot because he reached over or under the dead-lipe to get a piece 
of bread that lay there. He died. I saw one man shot in the hospital. He 

. went up to the fence to speak to the guard. He wanted to d~some tmding. 
The guard fired at him. I do not know whether anyone ordered the guard to 
shoot. I don't know his name. He was a crippleaffiicted with scurvy, who 
had to go on crutche~. He was killed. I do uot remember the month in which 
that occurred. I called Dr. Bates's attention to it..at the time, and took him 
down and showed him the man. 

THE SUPPLY OF VEGETABLES AT ANDERSONVILLE. 
I / 

I saw vegetables brought to Andersonville. I saw vegetables bi'ought there 
by a man named Selman; he brought them inside the stockade, and sold them 
to our men, and they retailed them out-sometimes very large quantitieB; I 
have seen three or four loads of watermelons come iu in a day; I have also seen 
Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes, onions, radishes, turnips, green corn, and some 
green apples. 

H. Ex. Doc. 23-14 
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THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

I saw goods which had been sent there by the Sanitary Oommission. I have 
seen some clothing sent by the Sanitary Oommission. Some of those goods were 
distributed to the hospital. I cannot exactly tell the month. Mr. Hunt, one of 
our own men, drew the clothing for the third division of the hospital. I went 
ont with him to help him carry the clothing in. This was in 1864, I think; 
the latter part of December, 1864, or the beginning of January, 1865. I can
not tell how many were received. Quite a large quantity was in the storehouse 
at the time. Very few were distributed that I saw. I cannot ~xactly tell the 
number. I have seen confederate guards with blankets and witl!. pants-sani
tary pants. At tbe time when we drew this clothing, Mr. Dance, the man who 
issued it, threw O,.\lt five pairs of pants. Dr. Dillard came in and asked him if 
he had many more of those pants left. Mr. Dance said, «No, there are only 
three more left." Then Dr. Dillard said, " Don't issue any more of those pants j 

.1 will attend to them myself." So the pants were taken away, and we could 
not get any for the third division. Those five that were thrown out were not 
given to us. I was a steward in Dr. Bates's ward, the fifteenth ward, from the 
latter part of August, 1864, till March 25, 18?5. 

THE STOCKS. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I did not see the man Darling in the stocks. I saw him on his way to the 

stocks with the sergeant, and I heard Captain Wirz give the order. I know 
why he was sent to the stocks; he was to come to our lines that day, and was 
not present when his name was called. Afterwards, when he came down, I told 
him his name had beep. called. He went up and reported to Oaptain Wirz that 
he wanted to go away, and he ordered him to be put in the stocks. I do not 
know whether he had been away anywhere where he ought not to have been. 
He was allowed to run around there. He was at work outside cooking. I never 
saw him afterward; I went away that day. 

THE DOGS. 

When I said I saw men brought back by the hounds I meant that the hounds 
had tracked them and caught them, and they were brought back. The men who 
went with the hounds came back and the hounds with them. The hounds 
caught the men who came back, because one of the men hrought back was a 
friend of mine, and he had been treed by them. 1 know only what he t')ld me. 

AUTHORITY OF WIRZ OVER THE HOSPITAL. 

I saw Captain Wirz interfere with the hospital the time he ordered a man 
named W. W. Orooker to be bucked. Dr. James thought that Oaptain Wirz 
had no business to do it. Captain Wirz interfered with the business in the hos
pital that d<iy. That was in February, 1865, I think. Oaptain Wirz himself 
did not use any personal violence on the man, no more than ordering him bucked. 
That was enough. 

THE SUPPLY OF VEGETABLES AT ANDERSONVILLE. 

I have seen sacks of Irish potatoes there. I suppose there would be a bush~l 
or a bushel and a half in a sack. They were taken to the s,utler tent inside, 
kept by one of our own men. They were sold to him, and he retailed them out 
to the .men through the stockade. They were brought in by a confederate sutl~r 
named 'Selman, and sold to the Union sutler inside. I saw a wagon come III 

there .one day with .-some vegetables; a one-horse wagon; .a farm wagon.. It 
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waS green corn, nothing else that I know of. The wagon was what they called 
It" buggy," a four-wheeled wagon j one of these little business wagons. I judge 
it bronght about two or three bushels. I never sp.w any come in at any other 
time. I saw this confederate sutler bring in Irish potatoes twice while I was 
there. . I did not see anyone bring in sweet potatoe~, but I saw them there. 
Row they got in I don't know. I saw six or eight bushels at a time. I saw 
that quantity several times. Sweet potatoes were a very common thing there, 
in tbe stockade and the hospital, but I am speaking now of the stockade. Sweet 
potatoes were brought in very frequently. I cannot tell how they were brought 
in. For about a month or two months they were very plenty. They were at 
the Union sutlers', round through the stockade. Our men could get them if they 
paid fo~ them. If th~y did not pay for them they could not. I never saw Cap
tain Wlrz have anythlOg to do WIth that. I have seen country wagons come 
up, but what they had in them I could not say. I was inside, and they were 
outside. I saw them three or four times. They generally came on Saturdays. 
There was no such thing as a " market day" known around Andersonville. I 
never saw any market stand or anything of that kind, no more than a store down 
at the railr03d, a sort of country store, one that had been there apparently for 
years. It was there when I left. It was an ordinary store, not very large j 
about fifty feet by sixty, or something like that. I was never in that store. 
Yankees were not allowed to go in. I have seen into it. I saw groceries there. 
I did not see any dry goods in it. I saw groceries upon the shelves, such as 
are generally found in any other grocery store. That was the only one there. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

The sanitary st.ores that I saw were not in boxes; they had'been taken out 
. of the boxes. 'rhere was a bale of blankets, and some pants, 'undershirts and 
drawers piled up there. There was one bale of blankets; I don't know how 
many bll\.nkets. There was one bale when we drew the clothing, but clothing 
had been issued before that. I never sa",:" any stores besides these. I saw 

. eight pairs of pants when we went out there. I don't know bow many drawers 
and undershirts. There was quite a pile on a big box, a pile about four feet 
high. I should judge there were very nearly a hundred pairs of drawerl:l and a 
hundred shirts, two hundred pieces both together. There was nothing else. I 
have seen boxes sent there by men's friends j 1;10 other sanitary supplies. I 
cannot tell what month these goods came there. They were issued the latter 
part of December, 1864. or the first part of January, 1865. I cannot tell .how 
many prisoners were then in the stockade; not very many. Men had been sent 
off to :NIillen, Blackshire, and other places. There must. have been about five 
or six thousand. I heard the doctor give the order not to issue those pants. I 
did not tiee Captain Wirz there. I do not know that he had anything to do 
with it. 

ILLNESS OF WIRZ. 

One o'clock p. m. having arrived, the commission was about to take the usual 
recess, when . 

Mr. BAKER stated that the prisoner was suffering, as he had been all day, 
with severe pains in his head, and was in other respects sick, and he would be 
grateful to the commission if it would adjourn until to-morrow morning. 

The PRESIDE.'IIT. Has the prisoner medical attendance 1 
Mr. BAKER. He states that the physician usually comes to the prison after 

he has left, and his attendance cannot, therefore, be had without sending for him 
specially. 

'1'he commission, after deliberation, decided to grant the application, and di~ 
rected that the prisoner be furnished with proper medical attendance. 
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LETTER FROM WIRZ A::'>KING THE ATTENDANCE OF CLERGYMEN. 

Upon the meeting of the court o.n the 8th of September, the judge advocate 
laid before it a letter, of which the following is a copy:, 

OLD CAPITOL PRISON, 
Washington City, D. C., September 8, 1865. 

Colonel N. P. CmPMAN. / 
Judge Advocate, Aide-de-ca'mp : 

You will, I hope, excuse my liberty to address you these lines, but, not knowing to whom 
to appeal, I refer the matter to you. I am now a prisoner since the 7th day of May, 1865. 
I have· been deprived of aU the chances to receive the consolations of religion-consolations 
necessary to anybody, and truly more so to a man charged with crimes so heinous, so terrible, 
that the mere thought of them makes me shudder. Although I know myself full well that I 
am wrongfully ·accused, that an All-seeing, All-knowing God knows my innocence, still I 
need some encouragement from others, not to sink under the heavy burden which is placed 
upon me, Under these circumstance!, I most respectfully ask that permission be granted to 
Reverend }'a.thers Whelan and Hamilton to visit me, and administer to me such spiritual 
comfort as my unfortunate position requires. They are both men of integrity, and will not 
profit the occasion to see me to do anything but what their duty as ministers of the gospel 
will permit. Hoping that this my humble request may be favorably received, anu the per
mission be granted, 

I re~ain, e~lollel, most respectfully, your obedient servaut, 
H. WIRZ. 

The commission decided ths,t it had no jurisdiction over the matter, and di
rected the judge advocate to refer the communication to the Secretary of War. 

The,communication was 80 referred, with an indorsement of which the follow
ing is a copy: 

MILITARY COMMISSION, 
September 8, 1865. 

Respectfully referred to the honorable the Secretary of ·War. I am directed ·by the court 
to express a.n a.pprova.l of the application. l!'athers Whelan and Hamilton are residents of 
.Georgia, but are here as witnesses for the prosecutiQn. 

N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel, S;c., Judge Advocate. 

SEPTEMBER 8, 1865. 
PRESOOTT TRACY, for the prosecution: 
I am in the military ~ervice of the United States. I am a lieutenant. I was 

commissioned last year. My previous position in the army was sergeant. I 
was taken prisoner. I was at the Andersonville prison. I was taken on the 
22d June, 1864, in the last charge we made on Petersburg. I was taken to Ander
sonville, I think, the last of J uue of that year. I was put in the stockade when 
I got there, by Captain Wirz. I was in there until the 17th of August of the 
same year. I was pretty near starved to death. 

A PRISONER SHOT BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I saw the prisoner very often. I never saw him commit acts of cruelty upon 
prisoners 'himself, but I saw him give the orders to do it, to ehoot a mUll. I 
could not give the day exactly j I know that it was a Wednesday, that is all I 
know. In the month of August the man was shot. His name was Roberts. 
I cannot tell what regiment he belonged to. He was what we called" fresh fish," 
just come in by the.north gate, and not knowing the rules and regulations, he 
weut to take a drink at the creek, and it being muddy there, he slipped and f~ll 
in so that his head went about six inches inside the dead-line. 'Captain Wll'Z 
was behind me, perhaps the distance of this room 01' a little more, and he hal
looed'to the sentry, "God damn your soul, why don't you shoot that Yankee 
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son of a bitch 7" That was theexpres'sion he made use of. The seritinel fired 
and shot the man through the top of the head and the ball came out at the back of. 
his neck. The sentry did not say anything' at the time; he only just fired. I lay 
down, for I was afraid of getting shot myself. This was in August, the forepart of 
August. I could not tell the date. because we did not know one day from 
another there. '1'he man did not live; he died right in the creek, aud we pulled 
him out and buried him t.hat same afternoon. I never saw any other man shot. 
I heard t.he reports of guns, but I never saw a man shot. I saw one laid out, 
but did not see him shot. He was shot and dead and we were going t.o bury 
him, and he was what. is called laid out. I do not know the circumstances 
under which he was shot. 

'fHE STOCKS. 

I saw men in the stocks. I could not tell you when I saw some. I never 
saw men die in the stocks, but I saw men die afterwards. I saw men die on 
the south side of the stockade from the effects of being in t.he stocks. I do not 
know their names. They were stretched out in the stocks; then pieces of wood 
across their necks and across their feet, and their hands were stretched out as 
far as they could go and tied down, and there they lay with the sun pouring 
right dO\'fll on them. They died the next morning after they were in the stocks. 
The first case I saw was a man belonging to the third Pennsylvania cavalry. 
He was stretched out full length with his head up before the sun, with a piece 
of wood right across his neck, and another across his two feet, and there he lay 
from nine in the morning until nearly six in the afternoon. The next time I 
saw him he was a corpse; it was the next morning; I helped to carry him out. 
I cannot remember the date. vVe could not remember one day from another 
there. We could not tell Sunday from Monday. It was in August, the forepart. 
I never saw anyone else die after being in the stocks. When the man died he 
was out of the stockade. in a little shanty made of trees. He was not brought 
back after he was in the stocks. 

DEATH OF A PRISONER. FRO}! STARVA.TION. 

Another man, named George 'iVetherell, died alongside of me. He had not 
bep,n in the stocks He lay alongside of me and I turned round to him in the 
morning and said" George, you bad better get up and get something' to eat," 
and I came to find that he was dead. He died of starvation, nothing else under 
God's heaven. He had been in that condition nearly ten days. He had some
thing- to eat; soms bacon, but no one could touch it, no one could eat it, and he 
had some corn too, that is, corn ground with the cobs, all ground up together. 
He took some of it and it caused diarrh03a or dysentery on him and he kept 
lying in his shanty, as we called it, such as it was, from day to day until that 
night, and the next morning I tried to wake him up, and came to find that he 
was dead. He was wasted; he was about the size of that sword. That was 
in August. I was sergeant of a squad of one hundred men, and Oaptain vVirz 
used to come and walk through my portion of the stockade with his hands be
hind his back. He wore a swallow-tailed CJat then. He used to walk t.hrough 
our detachment and look at the me?, but he never gave us a good word or a 
kind word, I am sorry to say. I asked him for rations once, and he sai~ he 
would ration me into hell. '1'he prisoner always carried his pistol, at least he 
always showed it to us. He always wore it on his right side. He never came in 
the stockade without it. I never saw him without it. The man was wasted 
to a complete shadow. You could just catch hold of his bones. There was just 
flesh enough on him to cover over his bones, and that was all. 
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STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

My rations were stopped because a couple of the men of my sqnad attempted 
to tunnel from a well, so as to get outside of the stockade, and he stopped my 
rations on that account for two days. I never got a monthful to eat. 

DEATH OF A PRISONER FROM STARVATION. 

Cross-examined by CUUNSEL : 

I do not know how long this man who died from starvation had been there. 
He was there when I went there and took charge of the sqad. He was not 
one of the men captured with me. He was captured in 'another fight altogether. 
When I first saw him he was able to get up and go around a little. He died 
in August; the fore part of August. He gradually, day by day, declined; we 
all did what we could for him, We gave him a portion of our rations. I can
not say how long he had this c1iarrhcea, because he had it when I first took 
charge of the squad. I took charge of the squad when I first went there. I 
went there in the latter part of June. He died from pure starvation. It was 
nothing else, because we coulrlnot give him rations enough. We had hardly 
rations enough for ourselves, and his rations did not support him by any means. 
He did not appear to have any other disorder except starvation, I did not 
notice any signs of scurvy about him. 

THE STOCKS. 

It was some time in July that I saw these men in the stocks. We had no 
means of telling one day from another there; Sunday from Monday O1~Monoay 
from Sunday. I do not mean to say that nobody could tell when Sunday came, 
but I could not tell, and there were a good many like me. They had nothing 
to designate Sunday that I know of; I never saw anything. I never knew of 
prayer meetings or reading of the Bible there on Sundays. The men who 
died from the effects of the stocks died in their own shanties, inside 
the stockade. Captain Wirz did not inflirt on me any other punishment for 
escaping than stopping my rations; he did on the rest who escaped; he put 
them i~ the stocks, not the whole seven, four of them. He let the other three 
go. Those four were the parties who dug the tunnel and got out, and gave us 
the clue to get out too if we could. 

By the COURT: 
The man died in his own shanty, what we used to call shanties, after he was 

taken out of the stocks. I do not mean to say that he died outside the stockade; 
he died in his own shanty, just a little way from the stocks where he was con
fined. The stocks were up on the top of _the hill and his shanty was down 
close by the creek. 

By COUNSEL: 
Some of the stocks were inside the stockade. The stocks that this man 

was in were. His little shanty was close to them. He was taken from the 
stocks by myself, myself helping him out, and how could I say that I 
did not see him after he was taken from the stocks 7 I helped to take him out 
of the stocks and bring him down to his shanty, and he lay there for twenty
our hours. We had some vinegar and water-we called it cider-and we kept 
giving him that, thinking it wonld help him. He died next morning just about 
daylight. I saw him when he was going into the stocks. I saw him come in 
through the gate. He was one of those recaptured. He was in pretty fair 
condition then, considering the rations he got. He was not in a fltarving con
dition. He was more energetic perhaps than the rest. If he was energetic he 
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mi~hi get extra rations at the gate. If a person was active and energetic he 
could generally fare better than one who was not. He would get better fare by 
workiug at the gate, carrying wood, and volunteering to go out with working 
squads. Those that did that did not always get these favors. He was not one 
of those" raiders." A portion of the stocks were at one time inside the stock
ade. I could not tell exactly when it was. ;It was just for the time being. 
The original stocks were outside the stockade, between Oaptain Wirz's office 
and the stockade. They were inside the latter part of July. They appeared 
to be brought in for that occasion, because they were not there afterwards. 
Those stocks were the size of an ordinary man, say about five feet ten inches' 
only, and with room for two men. I have already described how they were made. 
They were made of wood timber. They were about the length of that table, 
(about twelve feet,) and about four or five inches wide. The stocks were about 
five feet ten inches long, and there was a space for the neck and a space for 
the feet, so that they could close over and keep the men in, and there they lay. 
'.rhe men were spread out in the stocks full length, with the arms stretched out' 
at right angles with the body. In those stocks I saw two men. '.rhe other 
two men went about their business; they were not put in any stocks at all. 
I did not say there were four men put in the stocks; only two were put in, 
and those were the two worst men. I believe it was the third time they had 
made an attempt to run away. 

The REPORTER, by the direction of the Oourt, here read the following from 
the cross-examination of the witness: 

Q. J?id Oaptain Wirz inflict any other punishment on you or on any of the 
others 1 

A. Not on me; he did on the rest. 
Q. What did he do ? 
A. He put them in the stocks. 
Q. The whole seven? 
A. No, sir; four of them. 
Q. How do you reconcile your present statement with that? 
A. If I said four, I made a mista~e. There were only two put in the stocks. 

The balance of us were let go without our rations. That was the only punish
ment we got. '1'hose two went in the stocks, 1 should think, about 11 o'clock 
in the morning, and were kept there until the next morning. They were relieved 
the same as others, two hours in and two hours out. You can calculate your
self the number of hours they were in better than I can; I have no pencil. 
They were two hours in and two honrs out. I don't know the man's name who 
died; nor his company or regiment. I paid no attention to him more than that 
I know he died. He belonged to my sqnad. I was acquainted with all the 
men in my squad.. I could not tell his name out of a hundred men. I had 
something else to do besides looking after the names and regiments of the men 
in my squad. The stocks were situated right opposite the gate; the north gate. 
It was where we hung the men. (The diagram of the prison was handed to 
witness.) I tell you very candidly I do not understand this diagram. I made 
a diagram of the stockade myself and gave it the Sanitary Oommission. If I 
had that here I could tell you in a moment. (Pointing to the diagram.) As near 
as I can tell it was about there. The stocks were never empty. I saw the 
men when they were being put in the stocks. They were put in there for a 
show, as a guarantee to the balance of the prisoners what they would get jf they 
attempted to get away. They were standing by the gate there, I suppose, half 
an hour before they were put in the stocks. I saw them. The guard took 
them to the stocks. I went behind them. '1'hey were just fixing the stocks 
when we got there. They had been brought in and placed there, from all ap
pearances. The stocks did not remain there any time after the men were taken 
out. They were taken immediately out. I saw a portion of them t;l.ken out. 
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I did not see them all. I did not stand there for the purpose of seeing them 
taken.out. They were taken ant apart. They could not be taken out in a 
body. They were all taken to pieces and taken out in parts. The stocks were 
taken out.about a couple of hours after the men were taken out of them. I 
never saw them there before or after that. 

By the COURT: 
Q. How do you reconcile your statement in your direct examination that the 

man was put in the stocks at nine o'clock in the morning and taken out in the 
evening. with your statement that he was in the s~ocks until the next morning 1 

A. I could not tell the time. We had no means of telling any time there 
from morning to night. We could not tell one day from another, nor one hour 
from another. 

Q. Was the man in the stocks all night 1 
A. Yes, he WIlS there, and I said that. I said he went in in the morning and 

stayed there until the next morning. As to the exact time and hour we could 
not tell, because all am' watches and everything else was taken by our worthy 
friend here, (pointing to Captain Wirz.) 

By COUNSEL: 
I mean to say that I do not know of a watch being inside the stockade. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE called attention to the fact that the witness, in marking 

the diagram, had pointed out a spot right in the middle of the swamp as being 
the place where the stocks were located, It was not reasonable tu suppose 
that that was correct. 

Mr. BAKER. If the witness has located the stocks in the swamp we cannot 
help it. 

'1'he WITNESS. I stated at the time that I did not understand that thing, (the 
diagram,) and I do not understand it now. 

'l'he COURT. It was by the persistence of the counsel for the defence that 
the witness made the mark on the diagram. 

The WITNESS. If you had put in my hand a diagram that I understood, I 
would not put that mark where I did. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIO~S. 

The rations were stopped some time in July; tp.e latter part of July. Two 
of my men were caught tunnelling out. All I know about it is that they en
deavored to tunnel out, and they did, and got to some distance, and the hounds 
were sent after them by Captain Wirz. Captain Wirz went after them himself 
and brought them back. There were only four,.. besides myself, engaged in that 
tunnelling out. There were eight of us altogether. Our rations were stopped 
after the men were bronght back. He stopped our rations for two days. We 
had nothing to eat, good, bad, or indifferent, except what we got from other 
squads. We got some from other squads occasionally. We fared pretty hard. 
Captain Wirz did not inflict any other pnnishment on me. He did on the rest. 
He put them in the stocks, four of them; he let the other three go. Those four 
were the parties who dug the tunnel and got out, and gave us the cue to get 
out too, if we could. I got out. I got about the length of this room, (about 
forty feet.) I went back again, because the hounds were immediately after us. 
The hounds did not catch me; I got back to the stockade. I was afi'aid I would 
get caiIght, and ran back. 

A PRISONER SHOT BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

By the COURT: 
Captain Wirz was behind me, about the length of this room, when the man 

was shot. I hallooed " Roberts, Roberts, for Christ's sake get out of that." That 
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was the expression I made use of, and .Captain Wirz was behind me with Qne 
hand behind his coat. He was outside the dead-line, on the street, or the road 
down to the creek, coming down from the north gate. Before I had time to 
g'et the man out, or speak to him a second time, he was shot. Captain Wirz 
was inside of the stockade, on the road down towards the south side of the 
stockade. He was walking down t,he street at the time. I am sure I saw him, 
I call swear to it, and if he will look me in the face he knows it. 

SgPTEMBER 8, 1865. 
WILLIAM CROUSE, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United States; in the 7th Penn

sylvania reserves. I was taken prisoner on the 5th of :May, 1864. I was 
taken to Lynchburg, where I stayed two weeks, and from Lynchburg to An
dersonville, where I arrived on the 20th of :May,.1864. I stayed there till the 
15th of September, 1864. 

. CRUELTIES COMMI'l''fED BY WIRZ. 

I knew the prisoner there. I saw him knock a man down. I cannot tell 
the man's name. That was in July, 1861. Captain Wirz knocked him down, 
that is all. I did not hear him say anything. He just knocked him right down. 
'That man was a Union prisoner. That is all I know about it. 

THE STOCKS. 

I saw men in the stocks. I saw them in Julyaud August, 1864. I saw a 
man die the day after he came out of the stocks. I do not know his name. 
It was about July, 1864. I should judge he had been in the stocks about two 
weeks. I saw him die. He died in the next tent to me. 

By the COURT: 
1 mean that the man was continuously in the stocks for two weeks, without 

intermission. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I do not know of any event that trauspired about that time by which I can 

fix the date of that man dying, who had been in the stocks. I remember see
ing six men hung there. They were hung on the 13th of July, 1864. It was 
two or three days before that. 

VACCINATION. 

I saw men. get vaccinated there, about twenty of them. It broke out. I saw 
about twenty of them die, and I saw five of them get their arms amputated. I 
never saw them after their arms were amputated. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

I was at the depot in Andersonville twice in July, 1864. I saw a storehouse 
there. It was about 150 feet long. 'There were boxes and meal-bags in it. 
There were two or three hundred boxes; I do not know how many bags. The 
boxes contained sanitary goods. There were in the bags corn-meal, ground 
with the cobs. I saw Sanitary Commission goods distributed to the prisoners; 
I cannot tell how much. I saw some " Johnnies" have aome. I mean" rebs." 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUA.RDS. 

I saw men shot there. I saw five. The first one I saw shot was inthf# middle 
of June. He was getting water near the spring. I do not know his name, or 
his regiment. He died. I cannot say that Captain Wirz was present at the 
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Lime; I did not see him. I caimot tell where he was hit. He was in the south. 
west part of the stockade, near the spring, getting water. The guard said, when 
he shot him, " Shoot the -Yankee son of a bitch." 'I'he guard who fired said so. 
'1'he next case was in the latter part of July, about the 27th. The man be, 
longed to the 20th Pennsylvania cavalry. I think his name was Robinson. 
He was shot in the head. I cannot say by whose order. Captain Wirz was 
outside of the stockade. I did not hear any orders given. I saw the man die; 
He was getting water when he was shot. He W:l.S about a foot from the dead" 
line. Not over it-on this side of it. I saw two shot about the middle of 
August. The first case I saw in August was the same thing, getting water at 
the dead-line. Captain Wirz was outside. I heard no orders given. The 
guard said the same thing-, "Shoot the Yankee son of a bitch." '1'he ball hit 
him about the breast. He died. The next case, he was shot down there at 
the spring, too. He was not OD the dead-line. I cannot say that Oaptain Wirz 
was present. I do not know his name, nor the regiment he belonged to. I saw 
anQther prisoner shot in September. I do not know his name. He was shot at 
the spring, in the stockade, near the same place where the other man was shot. 
Captain Wirz was not there. I saw him outside on his horse. I did not see 
him com~into the stockade after the man was shot, there were so many around 
there. 

Cross-examined-by COUNSEL: 
This man was shot about the 7th of September. He was getting water down 

by the dead-line, at the upper side, the southwest. He was not over the dead
line. I heard no words before he was shot, and none after. There was a crowd 
of about a hundred around him. I cannot say that the men were jamming each 
other into the dead line. They sometimes did that. I cannot say whether they 
did it wilfully or not. I frequently saw it. '1'he man who was shot on the 7th 
of September was inside. I was close to him. 

'.THI!l SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

I saw about 200 or 250 boxes of sanitary goods, at one time, at the depot. 
All northern sanitary goods. They were all marked" U. S." They were 
marked" sanitary j" I am sure the whole of them were. I saw them about the 
middle of July. I should judge the boxes were that size, (describing) about 
three feet square. The whole of them were. They were inside the building. 
I was outside looking in at the door. I did not see any other boxes in there 
besides those. I inade no mistake. I could see them marked on the top of 

. one another. I saw some of them opened inside the stockade. They contained 
stockings, shirts, and pants. Some were brought inside the stockade, I cannot 
say whether all were. I saw one box opened. That was all I saw. I went 
up and drew a shirt myself. I could tell by the app&arance of the other pris~ 
(:mel'S that they were drawing. The men who worked outside generally had 
some. Some of the prisoners were pretty comfortably supplied after that, and 
some were not. Some had no clothes at all. There was enough to distribute 
but we did not get them. I never saw any of them used outside. I was out
side the stockade only one day. I went out after wood, under guard. The 
sergeant took us up to the depot. We stopped there about two hours. 

THB STOCKS. 

I was inside the stockade when the man died from being in the stocks. He 
was brought in from the outside after he was put in the stocks. He was not put 
in the stocks inside. There was nothing the matter with him besides being in
the stocks. He was a hearty man before he went there. I saw him in the 
stocks when I went out to get some medicine. I used to go out nearly every 
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other day to get medicines. I weighed about forty pounds when I came home, 
from starvation. I went just outside t.he gate. The doct.or's place was about 
twenty feet from the gate, at the upper end-the southwest end. I could see 
the stocks from there. It was about three hundred feet from where I got, the, 
medicine to Oaptain Wirz's headquarters, with nothing to obstruct the view. I 
never went up to Oaptain Wirz's headquarters. I saw the men in the stocks for 
two weeks when I went out in that way. I do not know what portion of the 
time they were removed from the stocks. I believe they went down to get 
washed. I never saw them come for medicine. I saw them go down to get 
washed every time I went ant. They would be taken out of the'stocks while 
I was outside; they would be taken down to the creek. I could not sa,y how 
many times they were taken down to get w8,shed while I was inside. I did 
not hear them say. '1'hat man who died was starved. That was one thing 
that killed him. It was the principal thing. I did !tot see any marks of the 
stocks npon him. I judged it was Oaptain Wirz who put him in the stocks. 
He had charge of the prison. That was all I knew. 

VACOINATIO:\T. 

I saw twenty men who were vaccinated die. They died of vaccination. It 
broke out on their !lrms. 'J'hey were all inside the stockade. They took scur
vy with it. I cannot tell whether it took any other form besides scurvy. After 
taking scurvy they died. All the twenty cases went into scurvy, aud the men 
died frum the scurvy. That is the way I knew they died from vaccination. I 
knew of them dying every day. I never saw them die in any other way than 
that. Ther were very thin and emaciated. I cannot say whether any of the 
twenty had diarrhrea or not. 

SEPTE~BER 8, 1865. 
C. M. SELPH, for the prosecution: 

I have been in the confederate army for the last foul' years as captain in the 
adjutant general's department-assistant. adjutant general, and also in the in
spector general's department. '1'hose departments were combined-they were 
separated about the beginning of 1864; I was assistant inspector general, on 
duty in the office. 

GENERAL HOWELL COBB'S REPORT OF HIS INSPECTION OF THE ANDERSON
VILLE PRISON. 

I am acquainted with the handwriting of Major General Howell Cobb. 
(A letter was here handed to the witness.) 
I am pretty sure that is a letter from Howell Oobb. It was received in the 

adjutant general's office, May 21, 1864, and was sent to the inspector generals 
office, May 26. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE read to the court and put in evidence-stating that he 
did so to show that the rebel war department at Richmond was cognizant of 
the condition of Andersonville prison-a letter of which the following is a copy: 

HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES, 
, Macon, Georgia, May 5, 1864. 

GENERAL: Under your orders to inform myself of the condition of the pris on at Anderson
ville, with a vioew of furnishing from the reserve corps the neces'sary guard for its protection 
and safety, I made a visit there and have just returned, and now submit the result of my ex
amination. ' 

There are now in the prison about twelve thousand prisoners, in an area of less that eigh-. 
teen acres, with a stockade around it about fifteen feet high. I presume the character of the 
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prison is well understood at Richmond, and therefore give no description of it. The danger 
of the prisoners escaping is not so great as I had supposed. 'With a guard of twelve hun
dred men, four pieces of artillery, and a cavalry company, all apprehension of escape would 
be quieted. I have arranged to send two regiments of infantry there within the next week, 
which, wHh the detached companies of Colonel Person's regiment, will be an ample infantry 
force. Captain Gamble's battery is there, but I would recommend th-"t i~ be returned to 
Flori<la, and Captain Ziller's battei'y sent in its place. My reason mainly. for this recom
mendation is, that Captain Gamble's battery is very well supplied with hoxses, and they are 
not needed at Andersonville, whereas Captain Ziller's horses have been so 'reduced that he 
is unable to move his battery in the field. The exchange of these batteries would be of de
cided advantage to the service. 

r recommend the cavalry company because its presence would have a salutary effect in 
restraiuing the prisoners from any attempt to escape, knowing the m~ans ,vere at hand to 
pursue £hem, and in the event of the escape of any considerable numbeT the cavalry would 
be absolutely necessary to theiT successful pursuit. 

I took the liberty of making several suggestions for rendering the prison more secure; and 
if the tools could be had, I would recommend that the entire prison grounds should be sur
rounded by fortifications, which could be put up by the troops, w'hose health would be 
promoted by the employment. . 

The most important change is the one suggested in the accompanying report of my chief 
surgeon, Dr. Eldridge, that is, the erection of hospital buildings outside ofthe prison. Upon 
that point theTe cannot be two opinions among intelligent men. It ought to be done at orice, 
and such is the opinion of every sensible man that has examined the prison. 

The prison is already two muc.h crowded, and no additional pTisoners should be sent there 
until it can be enlarged. The effect of increasing the .number within the present area must 
be a terrific increase of sickness and death during the summer months.' I undeTstand that an 
order has been given for enlarging the prison, If it was possible ~o make another prison it 
would be much betteT, for I doubt very much whether the water will be sufficient fOT the 
accommodation of the increased number ofprisoners. The g'eneral ma.llagement of the pri son 
under Colonel Persons is good, and he manifests a laudable desire to discharge his duties in 
the most efficient manner. The duties of the inside commanc~are admirably performed by 
Captain Wirz, whose place it would be difficult to fill. 

I still think the rank of the commanding officer of the post should be a brigadier general; 
in view of the number of troops that will 'be under his command it seems to me he should 
have that superior rank over those who may be ordered to report to him. 

I take the liberty of enclosing a copy of Dr. Eldridge's re,Port. 
I am, genel'al, very Tespectfully, yours, &c., 

HOWELL COBB, 
Major General, Commanding. 

General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant General, Richmond, Va. 

EndoTsed as follows: 
Howell Cobb, major general, headquarters Georg'ia reserves, Macon, May 5, ]864. 
Report on the prison at Andersonville, Georgia. 
One enclosm'e. . 
A. & I. G. O. received May 26. 1864.
 
Received A. & 1. G. O. May 2{, ]864.
 

WITNESS. Howell Cobb was brigadier general of the Georgia reserves at that 
time. 

SURGEON E. J. ELDRIDGE'S REPORT. 

(Another paper was here handed to the witness.) , 
This paper bears official marks of the department; it is the enclosure which 

accompanied General Cobb's letter. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE read to the court and put in evidence the paper, of 

which the following is a copy: 

HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES, 
Macon, Georgia, May 6, ]864. 

MAJOR: In obedience to instructions from Major General Howell Cobb, I have the honor 
to make th~ following report o~ my visi~ in comI!l1?y with the general to the prison camp at 
AndersonvIlle. I found the pnsoners, III my 0pllllon, too much crowded for the promotion or 
even continuance of their present health, particularly during the approachinO' summer months. 
The construction of properly arranged barracks would of course allow thetosame number of 
men to occupy the enclosures, with material advantage to their comfort and health. At pl~esent 
their shelters consist of such as they can make of the boughs of trees, poles &c., covered 
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with dh~t. The few tents they have are occupied as a hospital. I found the police of the 
camp, though'not very good, as well B.rranged as their crowded condition and the limited 
number of shovels would allow. Since necessary tools have been received for ditching &c., 
(which has been very recentl.y) it is proposed to arrange, the sinks so that the fecal matter 
may be at once carried away by the strmtm running- through the er.closure, which will at once 
materially improve the condition of the camp. I found the condition of a large number of 
the Belle Island prisoners on their arrivnl to be such as to require more attention to their diet 
and cleanliness, than to the actual administration of medicines, very many of them suffering 
from chronic dianhcea combined with the scorbutic disposition, with extreme emaciation as 
the consequence. The hospital within the enclosure it has been found impracticable to ,ad' 
minister such diet and give them such attention as they require, as unless constantly watched 
snch diet as is prepared for them is 8tOlen !md eaten by the other ,prisoners. There is a fine 
stream within a few hundred yards of the present encloslll'e, across which, in my opinion, 
there should be made another enclosure, with sufficient hospital buildings, two stories high, 
to accommodate from eight hundred to one thousand patients. Such an enclosure as I should 
suggest (a ph1nk fence ten feet high) would require but very few additional guards, which 
guard appears to be the objection urg'ed at Richmond to a separate enclosure. 

The patIents upon their admission into the hospital should be well washed, al).d a pool ar· 
ranged on the side of the stream, and furnished ouly with a clean shirt, with which dress they 
would hardly attempt to escape. The nurses could be detailed with such discretion that but few 
would attempt to escape, and with frequent roll-calls, they would be absent but a few hours 
before detected, and would be readily caught by the dogs always at hand for that purp'ose. 
I consider the establishment of hospital outside of the present enclosure as essential to the 
proper treatment to the sick, and most urgently recommend its immetiiate construction. I 
would also recommend the construction (If as malny bathing pools within the prison as the 
stream would warrant, feeling assured from the appearance of the prisoners that their use 
would contribute materially to the health of the bathers. Otherimprovements would be sug· 
gested, but for the difficulty of obtaining labor, tools, and materials; but with those above 
mentioned, the urgent necessities of the prison would be supplied. 

The bakery just being completed, will be the means of furnishing better prepared food, 
particularly hread, the half cooked condition of which has doubtless contributed to the con
tinuance of the bowel affections. I will add that as far as I have been able to judge from my 
short visit, the management of the medical departmeut of the prison, under the direction of 
Chief Surgeon J. F. White, reflects credit upon that office, who seems well qualifieil for the 
position he occupies. . 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, E. J. ELDRIDGE, 

Chief Smgeon Georgia Reserves. 
Major LAMAR COBB, 

A. A. and 1. Gen., Geo,gia Rese"ves, Macon, Ge01gia. 

Indorsed as follows: 
"E. J. Eldridge, chief surgeon, headquarters Georgia reserves, Macon, May 6, 1864. 

Report of the prison at Andersonville, Georgia." 

CAPTADI WIRZ'S REPORT IN REFERENCE TO THE CONDITION OF THE PRISON. 

(A letter from Captain Wirz, the prisoner, was here handed to the witness.) 
I do not know whether that letter bears the marks of the department; it may 

be the mark of General Winder's office. He was- commandant of the post in 
the city of Richmond; Major Turner was commandant of Libby prison, Rich· 
mond. I do not know whether these reports were made through him. 

(The handwriting of the prisoner, and of' General John H. Winder, to the 
letter, was proved by Oaptain J. H. Wright, previously sworn as witness for 
the prosecution; and the Judge Advocate offered the let.ter in evidence.) 

COUNSEL FOR THE ACCUSED objected, Oil the ground that there was no proof 
of the official character of the paper. 

The objection was overruled and the paper was received in evidence; The 
following is a copy; 

CAMP SUMTER, ANDERSONVILLE, GEORGIA, 
May 8, ]864. 

MAJOR: I have the honor to make the following report in regard to Confederate States 
military prison at this post. 

I was assigned to the command of the prison by colonel A. W. Persons, the commandant 
of the post, on the 27th of March, 1864, having reported to him for duty by order of General 
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J. H. Winder, commanding Confederate States military prison. I found the prison in a bad 
condition owing- to the want of tools, such as axes, spades, and lumber to erect proper build
ings, CI<ptain W. S. Winder, and his successor, Colonel A. W. Persons, had left nothing 
untried to supply this 'so import.ant articles. Only two weeks ago I received axes, spades, 
&c., from Columbus, Georgia, and went to work cutting ditches &c., and I hope to have 
everything in the interior of the prison completed in two weeks. The bakery, which could 
not be completed for want of lumber, is now in operation.. The necessity of enlarging the 
stockade is unavoidable, and I shall commence as soon as I can gather a sufficient number 
of negroes. I would most respectfully ask you to present to the authorities at Riehmond the 
impediment thrown in my way by having the hospitals inside the prison. 

The number of prisoners on the 1st day of April was. .•••••..•..••••••.. • 7,160 
I received up to.day from various sources. •.. 
I received up to-day, recaptured. .. __ • _... 

•. . __ ... 
•. __ ., •.• _•••. 

• • 
• 

5,787 
7 

5,794 

Total. _. . •. _• _... .... ...... .. 
The number of dead from the 1st of April to 8th of May is .. 

.•• __ . __ .. 
'. _., __ _ 728 

12,954 

The number escaped from the I st of April to the 8th of May is'.••• , . _. __ . 13 
741 

Leaving on hand ._ ••••• __ •••. •..•••••. ...•• _•.. .... ..... 12,213 

I would also call your attention to the danger of having our present guard foree withdrawn 
and their places supplied by the reserve forces of Governor Brown. 

In conclusion allow me to make a few remarks concerning myself. I am here in a very 
unpleasant position, growing out of the rank which I now hold, and sug-gest the propriety 
of being promoted. Having the full control of the prison, and consequently ofthe daily prison 
guard, the orders which I have. to give are very often not obeyed with the promptness the 
occasion requires, and I am of opinion that it emanates from the reluctance of obeying an 
officer who bolds the same rank as they do. My duties are manifold, and require all my time 
in daytime, and very often part of the night, and I would most respectfully ask that two com
missioned officers (lieutenants) would be assigned to me for duty. . . 

I am, major, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. WIRZ, 

Captain Commanding Prison. 
Major THOS. TURNER; C. S. A. 

Indorsed as followd: 
Andersonville, Georgia, Camp Sumter, May 8, 1864. 

Captain Henry Wirz, commanding prison. 

Reports in reference to tbe general condition of the prison, and suggests the propriety of 
inereased rank beiug given him. 

Richmond, Virginia, May 25, 1864. Respectfully forwarded, recommended. 
THOS. P. TURNER, 

Major Commanding. 

Approved and respectfully forwarded. Captain Wirz has proved himself to be a very dili
gent and effieient officer,. whose superior in commanding prisouers and incident duties I know 
not. 

JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier General. 

GENERAL JOHN H. WINDER'S REPORT. 

I have had opportunities of noticing the signatures of J. L. Seddon, rebel 
secretary of war, and of Colonel H. L. Clay, assistant adjutant general. 

(A paper was here handed to the witness.) . 
I recognize here the signature of Colonel H. L. Clay, assistant adjutant gene

ral, and the initials of Mr. Seddon, secretary of war. Mr. 8eddon was in the 
habit of signing papers and referring them by his initials. 

('rhe signature of Brigadier General J no. H. Winder was identified by Cap
tain J. H. Wright, heretofore sworn as a witness for the prosecution.) 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE then read and put in evidence the letter from John 
H.Winder, brigadier general, to General S. Cooper, of which the following is a 
copy: 

http:�����..�..������
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CAMP SUMTER, 
Andersonville, Georgia, July 21, 1864. 

GENERAL: Your indorsement on the letter of S. B. Davis, relating to the strength of the 
guard at this post, contains a very severe censure, which I am sure would not have been 
made if you had had a clear comprehension of this post, of its wants and its difficulties. 
Reflect for a moment: 29,201 prisoners of war; many of them most desperate characters, a 
post a mile long by half a mile wide, the stockade for prisoners within HiO yards of a mile 
in circumference, numerous avenues leading to the post to be guarded, public property to 
be cared for, guards for working parties, and the ordinary camp guards for the troops, 
and you can form some estimate of the number it would require for these purposes. The fol· 
lowing are the daily guards required, and they cannot be red need, bnt ought to be increased. 

Stockade: 1,600 yards around, 52 posts, snpernnmeraries 10-166 enlisted men, two com
missioned officers; hospitals two, (nnenclosed,) 1,735 patients and attendants, guards 
73, :23 posts 69 andfom (4) supernumeraries, and one commissioned officer. 

Pickets around tbe stockade, 206. This picket is indispensable to prevent escape by 
tunnelling. Outlying pickets and railroad bridge guard, 43 j six commissioned officers. 
Guard with party cutting wood daily, 100. Guard with working parties, 25. 

This does not include accidental guards and camp guards... ••• ••• ••••••••• •••. .•.• 166 
73 

206 
,43 

100 
25 

Total. ..•••••..••••••••••..••.••••....••••...•••.•••.••••••••••••••.•• _.. 513 

Strength of guard July 20, 2,421, including the prisoner guard detained here, from which 
deduct 517 sick, daily duty 227, and the artillery. company 126 =870, leaves 1,551. You will 
observe that, since Lieutenant Davis's report, the detained prisoner guards have been added 
to the strength of the guard. This gives the most favorable report of the forces at this post, 
and th~ duties required of it. 

You speak in your indorsement of placing the prisoners properly. I do not exactly com· 
prehend what is intended by it. I know of but one way to place them, and that is to put 
them into the stockade, where they have between four and five square yards to the man. This 
includes streets and t.wo (2) acres of ground about the stream. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. H. WINDER, 

Brigadier General. 
General S. COOPER, 

Adjutflnt and Inspector General. 

Indorsed as follows:
 
CAMP SUMTER,
 

Andersonville, Georgia, July 21, 1864. 
Brigadier General J. H. Winder reporting condition of this post, its wants and difficulties, 
Respectfnlly submitted to the secretary of war. 

H. L. CLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OI"FICE, 
August 3, 1864. 

Noted. File. 
J. L. S. 

COUNSEL for the accused asked the judge advocate to indicate for what pur
pose these papers were put in evidence. 

'I'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. In the introduction of these documents, I do not 
hesitate to state generally that while the government considers the prisoner an 
atrocious criminal, there are others above and higher than him, whom the govern
ment will seek to hold responsible for these great crimes; and it is for the pur
pose of proving on those who had the power to alleviate th'e sufferings of Union 
prisoners a knowledge of their condition, that these documents were introduced. 

Mr. BAKER. That will be satisfactory, if you state in that general way what 
is introduced for such and such general purposes. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I state that generally with reference to 'the papers 
I am now introducing. 
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LIEUTENAN'l' COLONEl. D. T. CHANDLER'S REPORT OF HIS INSPECTIO:\T OF THE 

ANDERSONVILLE PRISO:V: 

(Another paper, being a report from Lieutenant Oolonel Ohandler to W. H. 
Ohilton, was here handed to witness.) . 

'l'his document bears the signature of Lientenant Oolonel Ohandlet, assistant 
adjutant and inspector general in the same department as mine. It is marked 
as being received August 17,1864. 

The paper was read and put in evidence. The following is a copy: 

ANDERSON, Janual'y 5, 1864. 
COLONEL: Having, in obedience to instructions of the 25th ultimo, carefnllyinspeeted the 

prison for federal prisoners of war and post at this place, I respectfully submit the following 
report: , 

The federal prisoners of war are confined within a stockade 15 feet high, of roughly hewn 
pine logs, about 8 inches in diameter, inserted 5 feet into the ground, ('nclosing-, including 
the Tecent ('xtension, an area of 540 by.260 yards. A railing around the inside of the stockade, 
and about 20 feet from it, constitutes the" dead-line," beyond which the prisoners are not 
allowed to pass, and about 3t acres near the c('ntre of the enclosure are so marshy as to be 
at present unfit for occupation-reducing the available present area to about 231- acres, which 
gives somewhat less than 6 square feet to each prisoner. Even this is being const~tntly reduced 
by the additions to their number. A small stream passing ii'om west to east through the 
enclosure, at about ]50 yards from its southern limit, furnishes the only water for washing 
accessible to the prisoners. Some r('g'iments of the guard, the bakery and cook-house, being 
placed on the rising gronnds bordering the stream before it entei's the prison, renders the 
water nearly unfit for use before it reaches the prisoners. This is now being remedied in part 
hy the removal of the cook-honse. Under the pressure of their necessities the prisoners have 
dug numerous wells within the enclosure, from wJ:1ich they obtain an ample supply of water to 
drink, of good quality. Excepting the edges of this str('am, the soil is sandy and easily 
drained, but from 30 to 50 y!tl"ds on each side of it the ground is amuddy marsh. totally unli t for 
occupation, and having been constantly used as a sink since the prisoli was first established, 
it is now in a shocking condition and cannot fail to breed pestilence. An effort is being made 
by Captain Wirz, commanding the prison, to fill up the marsh and construct a sluice-the 
upper end to be used for bathing, &c., and the lower end as a sink, but.the difficulty ofpro
curing lumber and tools very much retards the work, and threatens soon to stop it. No shelter 
whatev~r nor material for constructing any have been provided by the prison authorities, 
and the ground being entirely bare of trees, none is within reach of the prisoners, nor has it 
been possible, from the overcrowded state of the enclosurc, to arrange the camp with any 
system. Each man has been permitt.ed to protect himself as best he can, stretching his 
blanket, or whatever he may have, above him on such sticks as he can procure, thatches of 
pine or whatever his ingenuity may suggest and his cleverness supply. Of other shelter 
there is and has been none. The whole number of prisoners is divided into messes of 2iO, 
and subdivisions 'of 90 men, each under a sergeant of their own nnmber and sdection. and 
but one Confederate States officer, Captain Wirz, is assigned to the supervision and control 
of the whole. In consequence of this fact, and the absence of all regularity in the prison 
grounds, and there being no barmcks or tents, there are and can be no regulations established 
for the police consideration of the health, comfort, and sanitary condition of those within the 
enclosure, and none are prlLcticlLble uucler existing cicumstances. In evidence of their con 
dition, I would cite the facts that numbers have been found murdered by their comrades, 
and that recently, in their desperate efforts to providc for their own safety, a court organized 
among th.emselves by authority of General 'Winder, commanding the post, granted on their 
own appl~cation, has tried a large number of their fellow-prisoners, and scntenced six to be 
hung, whICh sentencewas duly executed by themselves within the stoclmde, with the sanction 
of the post commander. His order in the case has been forwarded by him to the war depart
men~.. There is no m~dical attendance provided within the stockade. Small quantities of 
medJCllles are placed III the hands of certain plisoners of each squad or division, and the sick 
are directed to be brought out by sergeants of squads daily, at "sick call," to the medical 
officers who attend at the gate. The crowd at these times is so great t,hat on1y the strongest 
can get ace-ess to th~ doctors, the we.aker ones being unable to force their way through the 
press; and the hospital accommodatIOns are so limited that though the beds (so called) have 
all or nearly all two occupants each, large numbers who would otherwise be received are 
necessarily sent back to the stockade. Many-twenty yesterday-are carted' ont daily, who 
have died from unknown canses and whom the medical officers have never seen. The dead 
are hauled out daily by the wagon load, and buried without coffins, their hands in many in
stances being first. 1~1Utilated wi~h an a:-:e in the removal of any finger rings. they may have. 
The sanitary conditIOn of the I?ns?uers IS as wretched as can be, the principal C:1llSe-S of mor
tality being scurvy and chromc diarrhoea, the percentage of the former being disproportion
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ately large amonO' those brougbt from Belle Isle. Nothing Reems to have been clone, and 
but little if any.~ffort made to arrest it by proCUl'lllg proper food. The ration is it pound of 
bacon and ].1. pound unbolted corn meal, with fresh beef at r;11'e intervals, and occasionally 
rice. When\o be obtained-very selclom-a small quantity of mol asses is s'lbstituted for the 
meat ration. A little wetik vinegar unfit for URe has sometimes been issued. The arrauge
ments for cooking and baking have been wholly inadequate, and though additions are now 
being completed it will still be impossible to cook for the whole number of prisoners. Raw 
rations have to be issued to a very larg'e proporti,m, who are entirely unprovided with proper 
utensils and furnished so limited a supply of fuel they are compelled to dig with their hands 
in the filthy marsh before mentioned for roots, &c. No SOl1p or clothing haq ever been 
issued. After inquiring, I am confident that by slight exertions green corn and other anti
scorbutics could readily be obtained. I herewith hand two reports of Chief Snrgeon 'White, 
to which I would respectfully call your attention. The present hospital arrangements were 
only inteaded for the accommodation of the sick of 10,OllO men, and are totally insufficient, 
both in ch<tl'acter and extent, for the pre'Ant neAds; the number of prisoners being now more 
than three times as great, the number of cases requiring medical treatment is ill an increased 
ratio. It is impossible to state the nnmber of sick, many dying within the stockade, whom 
the medical officers never see orof hear until their remains are brought out for interment. 
The ratA of death has been steadily i1lCreased from 37 4-10 per mil. during the month of 
March last to 62 7-10 per mil. in .July. Of the medical ofticers, but ten hold commissions; 
nearly all 0'1' the others are detailed li'om the militia, and have accepted the position to avoid 
serving in the ranks, and will relinqnish their contracts as soon as the present emergency is 
passed and the militia is disbanded. But little injury would result from this, however, as 
they are g'enerally very inefficient. Not residing at the post, only visiting- it once a day at 
sick call, they bestow but little attent.ion to those under their care. The small-pox hospital 
is under the charge of Dr. E. Sheppard, P. A. C. S. More than half the cases in it have 
terminated fatally. The management and police of the general hospital gronnds seem to be 
as good as the limit.ed means will allow, but there is pressing necessity for fIt leftst three 
times the number of tents [l,ncl amouat of bedding now on hand. The supply of medicines 
is·wholly inadequate, and frequently there is none, owing to the great delays experienced in 
filling the requi;itions. . 

The guard foreeH, under the immediate eommand of Colonel Henry Forno, P. A. C. S., are 
composed of Captain Dyke's company, Florida light artillery, fifty-fifth regiment Georgia 
infantry, fifst, second, third, and fourth regiments Georgia reserves, and Lieutenant Colonel 
Furlow's battalion Georgia milit.ia, an aggregate of :3,600 men, of whom 647 are now on the 
sick report. Captain Dyke's company of artillery is an efficient body of men, well drilled, dis
ciplined, and ofticel'ed. The fifty-fifth Georgia is eomposed of men who were absent from 'their 
command at the time their regiment, proper, was captured at Cumberland Gap. They are 
thoroughly demoralized, mutinous, and entirely without discipline, and should at once be 
removed from tbis point, and their places supplied with better troops. The colouel of this 
regiment, C. B. I-Iarkie, though armed at the time, permitted his men to drag him from a 
railroad car and march him up and down the platform of tbe depot, and to take him from his 
tent, place himon a stlimp, and compel him to go through the manual 01 arms with atent 
pole, and to sign and forward his resignation to the war department. This last he recalled 
by a telegram from Fort Valley. He has recently rejoined the command, Imt dares not assnme 
command of the regiment. 

The four reg'iments Georgia reserves have been newly organized, and without any effort 
being made to assign the old and young men to separate reg'iments, as Hhould have been 
done. A larg'e number are evidently within'the ages of eighteen and forty-five, and 1 respect
fully recommend that a reliable conscript officer be sent among them. These troops are en
tirely without discipline, and their offieers are incapable of inst.lncting them, being ignorant 
of their own duties. I recommend that one competent officer from the invalid corps be as
signed .to each regiment as drill officer and instructor. I found their arms in serviceable 
order, but many are lacking bayoaets, eartridge boxes, and accoutrements. Fnrlow's bat
talion of Georgia militia, temporarily serving here, is armed with muskets without bayonets 
and accoutrements. Of the whole force there are 452 men entirely without arms. As will 
be seen by the accompanying report of the commandant of the post, there are required daily 
for duty an aggregate of 784 men, and frequent details are required in addition. At least 
1,000 men more are essentially necessary in order to give the troops their proper rest. 

The magazine has not yet been completed, and the ammnnition is kept partly in the com
missary store and partly in a tent. I also hand with this a sketch and report of Captain 
Moreno of the engineer corps, showing the nature of the defences and the stockades being 

- erected.. Sixteen pieces of field artillery are now here, some' of whichal'e now in position; 
the others will be placed in position as soon as the necessary work can be completed; six 
pieces more are en route. It is helieved no other point in·theState offers the same advantages 
of healthy location and facilities for safe-keeping of the prisoners, that is not more accessible 
to raids. Nor can I learn that any advantage can be gained by removal to any other part of 
the State. I am decidedly of opinion that not over 15,000 prisoners should be kept at th1S 
point, the running water not being sufficient for more than that number, and because it is 
impossible (or one man to exercise a proper supervision over them, and that all over that num-

H. Ex. Doc. 23--15 



226 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

her should be sent elsewbere. At my request a survey ofthe grounds has been made by Colonel 
Harkie, fift,y-'fifth Georgi,t H'gillent, and civil engineer, with a view to drainage. His report 
is herewith submitted. with a recommendation tbat bis plan be carried out by the engineer 
department, that being the only one authorized to impres~ the ~ecessar:r labor. Th~ neces
sity for it is urgent. 1 also recolllmend that a supply ot clothmg' be turlllsbed for ISsue to 
the prisoners, and that soap and anti-scorbutics bc regularly issued to them. Attention is 
specially invited to the report of Chief Snrgeon White, relative to the construetion of barracks, 
and the supply of addit.ional tents for hospital use, and I would respeetfully s l lggest that 
commissioned officers of t.he medical staff he sent to replace tbe contract physicians and doc
tors detailed from the militia, and tJUtt they be required to reside at the post. The transpor
tation of the post is entireJy insufficicnt, and authority is needed by tbe quartermaster to 
impress wagons and teams and saw-mills, wben not empJoyed by the governilJent or milroads 
anel kept diligently occupied, and instructions giycn to the quartermaster in charg'c of trans
portation to afford every facility practicablc for transporting lumber and supplies necessary 
for prisoners. Bake-pans, or sheet-iron for mftking them, should at once be tlunishcd. The 
telegraph line should be c<l11tinued from Fort Vailey to Andersonville, thirty-one milcs. 
Attention is respectfully cft;led to the accompanying' copy of an order issued by Brigadier 
General Garduer, to convert all moneys belon~ing to prisoners, in the hands of the quarter
master at ICicll1nond, into confederate cnrrelJcy, [LIld at the prices estftblished by government, 
withont consulting the "'ishes of the prisoners on the subject. It WIll be seen by the account 
book forwarded with this, that some of these claim considerable amounts. The injustice of 
compelling them to receive our currency against tlICir consent is apparent, 

In conclusion I beg leaye to recommend that no more prisoners be sent to this already 
overcrowded prison, and that at the two additionftl locltlities selected by General Winder 
under instructions from General Brag'go-the one near Millen, Georgia, the other some point, 
in Alablllna south of Cahawba-ftrrftngpments be at. once made for the exce8sover 15,000 at this 
post, and such othcrs as may be captured. Since Illy inspectlon was made, oyer 1,300 pris
oners lmve been aclded to the number f'pecified in the rcports herewith. 'With a view of 
I'elieving' to some extent this point as SOull as possible, I respectfully suggest th!it 2,000 of 
those who 1110st need the changc, especially the Helle Isle prisoners, be at once sent to Macon, 
to occupy the quarters vacated by the tederal officers, that being the greatest number that 
can be properly accommodated with shelter at that poiut. 

It is absoJutely necessftry thftt the regulations for the governmellt of the prisoners be legibly 
painted on boards and exposed in conspicuous plftces, say by nailing on the sut.ler's shop ftnd 
on the inner face of the stockade at various points. Those established by Captain vVirz, 
herewith submitted, are approved, with the exccption of paragraph 4th, which it is recom
mended shall be stricken out. 

I am, colonel, your obedient servant, 
D. T. CHANDLER, 

Assistant A dj utant and Inspectur General. 
Colonel R. H. CHILTON, 

Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 

Indorsed as follows: Andersonville, Sumter county, Georgia, August 5, 1864. ·D. T. 
Chandler, lieutenant colonel and assistant adjutant and inspector general. Report of inspec
tion of military prison at Andersonville. It> enclosures. 

(A paper was here exhibited to witness.) 
'rhis is a supplemcn tal r0port, made at the same time as the r~port previously 

read; it was sent as an enclosure with tbat repo,rt, and is supplementary to it. 
The paper was then put in evidellc~. '{'he following is a copy: .. 

ANDERSONVILLE, August 5, 1864. 
COLONEL: The followino- additional report of my inspection at tbis point is respectfully 

submitted: b 

. Colonel I-Ie~ry !orn?, in immediate command of the guard forces, deserves special men-. 
tlOn as a,n actIve, lll~~lhg.en~, energetic, ftud zeaJous officer. , 

Ca.ptalll.~enry WHZ, III Immediate command ot the prison, is entitled to commendation 
for hIS .untn·lr:g energy. and devotio.n to the discharge of the multifarious duties of his p.osition, 
for whICh he IS pre-emmently qual~fied. I respectfully concur in the recolllmendation which 
}Ias been forwarded ~y General Wmc1er for his promotion, and further reeommend that not 
less than three captams or subalterns, specially selected for their fitness tor the position be 
furnished him as assistants. , ' 

Captain J. W. Arlll~trong, A. C. S., left the post shortlyafwr my'arrival on sick leave, 
locld~g' up ll~arly a.ll hIS ~ooks ~nd pap~rs. I w:,s consequeutly unable to make a sfttisfactory 
eXanll11atlOll mto hIS affmrs. Enough mformatlOn, however, was elieited" to show that he is 
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a. very inefficient officer, and entirely incompetent for the discharge of the duties of his posi
tion, and should at once be removed, (in pencil, "General Order No. 93, Art. 26, should be 
enforced.") Captain.R. B. Win?er, assistan~quartermaster, !s an e~ergeticand .ef!ieient oJ?
eel' Vi'.hose whole time and attentIOn are requlSlte for the duties stnctty appertammg to hIs 
position. The additional duties devolved upon him by the instructions from the quartermas
ter general's offiee, l'equiring him to establish and superintend a large shoe faetory, should 
be imposed on some other officer of the department. 

•The other staff officers at this post seem intelligent and efficient in the discharge of their 
duties with the exceptions of Captain Samuel S. Baily, assistant adjutant general, who is 
mentahy and physieally incapacitated for their performance, and Snrgeon E. Sheppard and 

.Assistant Siugeons R ...g. Alexander and A. Thombaugh, who are represented by the chief 
snrgeon as being incompetent and inefficient. 

My' duty r~quires me respectfullJ,' to recommend a ch:>ng.e in. the .officer in command of the 
post BrigadlCr General J. H. '\Vmder, and the substItutIOn III hIS place of some one who 
unit~s both energy and good judgment with some feeling of humanity and consideration for 
the welfare and comfort (so far as is consistent with their safe keeping) of the vast number 
of unfortunates placed under his control; some oue who at least will not advocnte deliberately 
and in cold blood the propricty of leaving them in their present condition until their number 
has been sufficiently rednced by death to make the presem arrallg'ement suffice for their ac
commodntion; who will not consider it a matter of self-laudation nnd boasting that he has 
never been inside of the stockade, a place the horrors of which it is difficult to describe, and 
which is a disgTaee to civilization; the condition of which he might, by the exercise of a 
little energy and j\ldgment, even with the limited means at his command, have eonsiderably 
improved. 

In obedience to instructions, I shall next proceed to the headquarters of the anny of Ten
nessee, a.nd request that any communications for me be forwarded there to the care of the 
chief"of staff. . 

I am, colonel, very respectfLllly, your obedient servant, 
D. T. CHANDLER, 

Assistant Adjutant and Inspecto1' Geneml. 
Col. R. H. CHILTON, 

Assistant Adjutant and I"spector Geneml, 
C. S. A., Richmond, Va. 

Indorsed as follows: Andersonville, Sumter county, Georgia, August 5, ] 864. D. T. 
Chandler, lieutenant colonel and assistant adjutant and inspector general. 

Additional report of inspection at Andersonville.-Enclosnre.-Extract made for C. S 
General. 

CAPTAIN WIRZ'S REPOIIT TO COf,ONEL CHANDLER. 

(Another paper being exhibited to witness, he identified it as another enclosure 
of the report previously read. It was offered in evidence. '1'he following is a 
copy:) 

HEADQUARTERS CONFEDERATE STATES MILITARY PRISON, 
Camp Sumtc1', Auguot 1, 1864. 

COLONEL: I have the honor to enclose consolidated report of the military prison under 
my charge for the month of July, 1804. 
. Allow me the [to] point out to you 'Some items which; if possible, ought to be attended to. 

We have an inadequate supply of tools to put the interior of the prison in a proper condi· 
tion; we need axes, wheelbarrows, and such things; we need lumber, lime, iron, sheet iron 
for backing [baking] pans. 

The prison, although a large addition has been made, is too crowded; almost daily large 
numbers of prisoners arrive, and before two weeks it will be in the sallle condition it was 
before the addition was made, and all internal improvements, which you are aware yourself 
are of the utmost importance, will eome to a dead ludt for want of room. As long as 30,000 
men are confined in anyone enclosure, the proper policing is [,ltogether impossible. A long 
confinement has depressed the spirits of thousands, and they are utterly indifferent. 

Manyfold ways and means have been resorted to to get out of stockade: 83 tunnels, some 
40 feet under gronnd and varying in length from 10 to 140 feet, have been discovered and 
filled up. 

One prisoner alone has made his escape through a tunnel. All the others escaped from 
the guard while at work at the outside. 

The rations are mostly the same as for our own men, t of a pound of bacon, Ii pound 
~Orn-meal, or 1 pound of fresh beef in lieu of bacon; occasionally beans, molasses, and rice is 
Issued; vinegar and soap, both very important articles, are very seldom issued, as the com
missary says he cannot get them. Scurvy is the principal disease, and it and all other. 
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diseases are in an undue proportion confined to the old prisoners, who were first at Belle Isle, 
Richmond. The guard which I require for safe keeping of the prisoners is entirely insuffi- . 
cient, simply because the men have to perform guard duty eveq other day; this, it is not ne
cessary for me to say, is too much. With the exception of a portion of the 55th Georgia, the 
balance are militiamen, and are perfectly undrilled and undisciplined. 

A good deal could yet be said as to how and why the prison is not in a better condition, but 
I deem it unuecessary, as you have seen for yourself where the fault lays. 

Hoping your official report will make such an impression with the authorities at Richmond 
that they will issue the necessary orders to enable us to get what we so badly need, 

I remain, colonel, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H, WIRZ, 

Capt., A. A. G., Commanding Prison. 
Colonel CHANDLER, 

Confederate States Army. 

Indorsement: 8. C. 5. Exhibit 20. Anderson, Georgia, August 1, 1864. H. "\Virz, 
captain commanding military prison, .C. S.A., reports relative to condition of prison, &c.' 
6 enclosures. 2 Enclosures. 

ANDERSONVILLE, August 4, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted with" Inspection report." 

D. T. CHANDLER, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 

Received A. aild 1. G. 0., August 17, 1864. 

CONSOLIDATED RETURN OF THE ANDERSONVILLE PRISON FOR JULY, 1864. 

(Another paper being exhibited to witness, he identified it as another enclo
sure of the report previously read. It was offered in evidence. The following 
is acopy :) 

Consolidated return for confederate States military prison at Camp Sumter, Andersonville. 
Georgia, for tlte month of July, 1864. 

Prisoners on hand on 1st of July, 1864, iu camp .••.• _......•.• , ••.. 25,005 
in hospitaL ..• _•...•.•... """ 1,362 

26,367 
Prisoners received during the month from various places ... _" .•••...... 7,064 

recaptured .. __ "'" _•.. _...•• '" _ _" .....• _. "" . __ . 12 
, 7,076 

Total._ .• "" ._ ••....•• 33,443 

Died during the month _ _...•.... __ . _ _.. _ ,_ .•... _ 1,742 
20~ 3~:~:l~doth~; 'p~;t~' ...-.-...-.-~ .''-'-'-'-'-'-.'.-.-.-.-._.-.-._._.-.-._._.-._ ._._._.-~._ .-._.: ~ ~:: ~::: 

1,765 

Total on hand. •.... _.... "" .•••..... _... . ._ .. ._ .... __ 31,678 
= Of which there are in camp~ __ , ..•..•••.. _..••.• _... __ ._ ._ •.•. ""_" 29,998

Of which there are in hospital. .. _ __ ..••.....•....••....• __ . 1,680 

The number escaped from stockade and not recaptured, from the 1st of April up to date, is 
27 men. 
Average number of prisoners each day ...••.....•.... __ .. _....••.•.••. _..• _.. 29,030 
Average number of dead each day .........••. "" '_""' __ ••• _"" _. __ .. _._. 56} 

H. WIRZ, . 
Captain Commanding P1'ison. 

CONSOLIDATED RETURN OF THE A:--JDERSONVILLE PRISON. FOR THE WEEK 
ENDING JULY 31, 1864. 

(Another paper being exhibited to witness, he identifled it as another Emclo~ 
sure of the report previously read. It was offered in evidence. '1'he following 
is a copy:) 
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THE DISPOSITION OF THE REPORTS SHOWING THE CONDITION OF THE AN
DERSONVILLE PRISON. 

WIT:VESS. When these papers were submitted to the department they were 
forwarded to the Secretary. of War with indorsement, immediately on their 
receipt by Colonel Ohilton, Inspector general. 

(A paper was here shown to the witness.) 
'l'hat is Oolonel Ohilton's signature; that is his indorsement made at the 

time. ' 
(The paper was then offered in evidence. The following is it copy:) 

[Exhibit 23. ] 

ADJUTANT AND INSPECTClR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
August 18, ] 864. 

Respectfully submitted to the secretary of war. The condition of the prison at Anderson
ville is a reproach to us as a uation. 

The engineer and ordnance departments were applied to for implements, authorized their 
issue, and I so telegraphed General Winder. 

Colonel Chandler's recommendations are concurred in. 
By order of General S. Cooper: 

R. W. CHILTON, A. A. 8r 1. G. 

Q. This reads, "respectfully submitted to the secretary of war, &c." Was 
the report so submitted 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In whose handwriting is the name" Mr. Wellford" on this paper (Exhibit 

23)1 ' 
A. It is in'the handwriting of Judge Oampbell, assistant secl'etary of war. 
Q. Who is ~Ir. Wellford? 
A. He was the attorney for the war department. 
Q. (Another paper being shown to witness.) Whose indorsement is that 1 
A. 'l'hat is the indorsement of Jndge Oampbell to the secretary of war. 
Q. (The attention of the witness being directed to another part of the same 

paper.) Whose writing is that? 
A. Mr. Wellford's writing.
 

, Q. What was Mr. WeIlford's duty?
 
A. To examine the papers, to make an analysis of them, and submit them to 

the secretary of war with his opinion. 
(The paper was then offered in evidence. The following is a copy:) 

SECRETARY OF "VAR: 

~~ese reports show a condition of things at Andersonville which calls very loudly fol'inter
posItIOn of the department in order that a change may be made. 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Sccrctary of War. 

C-5. 

Report of Inspection of military prison at Andcrson'IJillc, Gco1-gia.-(18 enclosures.) 

D. T. OHANDLER, Lieutenant Colonel, g-c. 

"This report.discloses a.condition of things imperatively demanding prompt and decisive 
measures o~ Tellef. The discomforts and sufferings of the prisoners seem almost incredible; 
and the fnghtful per centum of mortality, steadily increasinO'. until in'the month of July it 
had attained the. e~tent .of .62 and 7·]0 per thousand, appeal~ to b,e' only a necessary conse
quence of the cnmmal mdIfferen~e of the auth.orities charged with their care and custody. 
No effectual remedy for. all the e':lls seems aV~i1able so long as the numbers are in such large 
excess over that for whIch the pnson was deslgned; but some things can be * * at once 
to ameliora~e the con * *. Co~onel Clandler, w.hose recommend *' * are approved by 
Colonel ChIlton, suggests the relIef of General Wmder and substitute. * * some other 
commander. The state * * things disclosed in the reports cannot-" 
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WITNESS: These indorsements show the report was laid before the 8ecreta~y 
of war. I do no't know of any action taken on the report by the secretary of 
war. General Winder was assigned to the command of alJ the prisoners about 
two weeks afterwards, I think. He was assigned as commissary general of 
prisoners. An analysis of the report was made and extracts were sent to the 
Burgeon general, the quartermaster general, the commissary general; in fact all 
the bureaus of the war department. I have no evidence that this report went 
before Jefferson Davis. I have no positive evidence at all that it ever went to 
Mr. Davis. 

Q. Did you learn from a staff officer of Jefferson Davis that this report was 
laid before him; and if so, in what way did you receive the intelligence 1 

(Mr. BAKER objected to the question on the ground that the charges and speci
fications embraced no charge against Jefferson Davis.
 

The COURT, after deliberation, overruled the objection.)
 
A. I cannot say that I did. It is mere inference thftt it was so laid before 

him, and I would hardly be authorized in stating that inference. 
Q. Can you recollect the language made use by the officer referred to ?
 
Mr. BAKER. We object.
 
'1'he PRESIDENT. Cannot the witness state the facts on which the inference
 

is founded 1 
WITNESS. I have a very indistinct recollection of the 'conversation with the 

aide of Jefferson Davis. 
Mr. BAKER objected to the witness stating the facts on which his inference 

is founded. . 
The COURT, after deliberation, overruled the objection. 
1VITNESS. As I said before, I will not hazard a statement of the conversation 

tbat I had~ My recollection is so indistinct that I am not willing to hazard my 
own inf'm:ence. The question of the judge advocate was doubtless suggested by 
a remark which I made to him yesterday, though I stated at the time that I 
would not hazard it as testimony. Consequently I cannot state any facts on 
which I base the inference. 

By the COURT: 
Tbe conversation was between Colonel Woods and myself in regard to the 

Andersonvill13 prison, and during that conversation I obtained the impression 
that President Davis bad some knowledge of it ; but I am not willing to hazard 
that as testimony, for I have a very indistinct recollection. The inference to 
which I allude was formed at the time of this conversation. I recollect that that 
was my inference. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
It was subsequent to these reports. I don't recollect how long after; it must 

have been very shortly afterwards. Oolonel Woods was John Taylor Woods, 
a lieutenant in the navy, and aide to President Davis. I think a paper of this 
kind, on a subject of this magnitude, would find its way to the president of the 
so-called Confederate States, in the ordinary course of proceedings. Extracts 
were made and sent to the quartermaster and commissary departments about the 
time the report was handed in. 

(Exhibit 19 was here shown to witness.) 
'1'hese words. "Extract made forC. S General," are in my handwriting. 
(Exhibit IS was here shown to witness.) . 
These words, "Extracts from within report have been sent to thr. different 

bureaus, and directions to General 'Vinder for correction and remedy of the evils, 
-&c.," aJ'ejn my handwriting. 



232 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

SURGEON ISAIAH WHITE'S REPORT TO COLO'NEL CHANDLER. 

(A paper was here exhibited to witness.) 
'l'he indorsen,ent upon that paper is by the surgeon general. The paper was 

an enclosure of Colonel Chandler's report. S. D. 1\'[oore was the surgeon gen
eral of the confederate army. 

('l'he paper was then offered in evidence. The following is a copy:)' 

CHIEF SURGEON'S OFFICE, 
.August 2, 1864; 

COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the sanitary condition of 
the Coufederate States military prison: 

The number of sick on mortling report is one thousand three hundred and five (1,305) in 
hospital, and five thousand and ten (5,010) in quarters. 

The total number of deaths from the organization of the prison, (February '24, 1864,) up 
to date, is 4,585. 

The following table exhibits the ratio per one thousand (1,000) of mean strength during 
the different months: 

Month. 

March 
ApriL 
May 
June 
July 

I 

_ __ 
_ _ 

_ __ 
_ 

_ 

_ 
_.. __ 

. 

. 
.. 

. 
.. 

Mean 
strength. Deaths. Ratio per 1,000 of 

mean strength. 

7,500 
10,000 
15,000 
22,291 
29,030 

283 
f>76 
708 

],201 
],817 

37.4 
57.6 
47.2 
53.87 
62.7 

Owing to insufficient hospital accommodation many are treated in quarters who should 
be in hospital. The present capacity of the hospital is for 1,400 sick. The hospital is situated 
in an oak grove, affording good shade. Through the hospital passes a stream, furnishing an 
ample supply of water for cleanliness; drinking'water is obtained of good quality from 
wells and springs on the banks of thEl stream. 

The tents are insufficient in number and not of proper size for the trEatment of sick; most 
of them are the sDlall fly tent and tent flies. There should be at le~st tw'o hundred hospital 
or five hundred wall tents to properly accommodate the sick. It has beeu impossible up to this 
time to obtain straw for bedding, this not being a grain-growing district; small crops of wheat 
have been grown this year, and efforts are being made to collect a sufficient quantity as soon 
as the present crop is thresbed; but there is a lack of transportation at the post, and farmers 
are unwilling to hire their own teams for tbe purpose. Tbe attendants are paroled prisoners, 
who, as a rule, are faithful to the performance of their duty, being actuated by tbe improve· 
ment of tbeir own condition on removal from the stockade, and a fear of a return if negligent 
in the performace of duty, apart from a desire to serve their own sick comrades. The num· 
ber of medical officers, until the recent call of militia by tbe governor of Georgia, was ntterly 
inadequate; since that tillle a Humber of physicians have been emp)oyed by contract, and 
otbers have been detailed by the governor to serve in tbe medical department, Tbese have 
been rece~tly assigned and it is impossible to decide on their proficiency. Tbe other medical 
officers, wItb a few exceptions, are capable and attentive. The physieians who have been 
recently employed will no doubt cancel their contracts as soon as the militia is disbanded. and 
tbe ser~ices of tbe detailed physicians will also be lost. With tbis view I wou~d suggest tbat 
a suffiCle~t numbe~' of competent medical officers be assigned." ' 

T~e!'e IS a defiClen<;y of medical supplies issued by the medical purvey:or. Supplies of 
medIclD~s have occaSIOnally been entirely exbausted, and we bave been lett several days at 
a. t.ime wItbou~ any :wbatever. This bas arisen from the delay experienced in sending requi-
SItlOns to medICal dIrector at Atlanta for approval. 

The hospital ration i~ commuted as for other general hospitals, and supplies for the subsis· 
tence and comfort of SICk are purchased with bospital fund. Heretofore we bave been able 
to supply sick with vegetables: but during tbe entire month of July the commissary has 
been witbout funds, and difficulty bas been experienced in purchasing- 011 time. 

Tbe ri;\tion issued to the prisoners i~ tbe same as that issued to tbe confederate soldiers in 
the the field, viz: t pound pork, Ii pound meal, with an occasional issue.of beans, rfce, and 
molasses. 

The meal is issued unbolted, and when baked is coarse and unwholesome.
 
!\.mongst tbe old prisoners, scurvy prevails to a great extent, whicb is usually accompanied
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by diseases of the diges~ive orga?,s. This, in conne~tion with th~ menta:l depression produced 
by long- imprisonment, IS the chIef cause of mortalIty. There IS nothmg In the topography 
of the country that can be said to influence the health of the prison. 

The land is high and well drained, the soil light and sandy, with no marshes or other source 
of malaria in the vicini ty, except the small stream within the stockade. The densely crowded 
condition of the prisoners, wit~ the innumerable little ~helter~ irregu~arly arranged, precludes 
the enforcement of proper pohce, and prevents free clJ"culatlOn of aIr. 

The lack of barra~k acconll~odatio~ ~xposes the m.en to the heat of the sun during the day 
and to the dew at mght, and IS a prohfic source of dIsease. 

The margins of the stream passing through the stockade are low and boggy, and having 
been recently drained, ha\'e exposed a large surface covered with vegetable mould to the rays 
of the snn a condition favorable to the development of malarious diseases. It is the design 
of the co~mandantof the prison to cover the surface with dry sand, but the work has been 
unavoidably retarded.

The absence of proper sinks (and the filthy habits of the men) have caused a deposit of 
fecal matter over almost the entire surface of this bottom land. 

The point of exit of the stream through the walls of the stockade is not sufficiently bold 
to permit a free passage of ordure. 

When the stream is swollen by rains the lower portion of this bottom land is overflowed 
by a solution of excrement, which, subsiding and the surface exposed to the sun, produces 
a horrible stench. 

Captain'Wirz, the commandant of the plison, has doubtless explaiued to you the difficulties 
which have prevented these, with other projected improvements, in the way of bathing and 
other arrangements for cleanliness. 

Respectfully submitted: 
ISAIAH H. WHITE, 

Chief Surgeon Post. 
Colonel CHANDLER. 

[Indorsements] 

ANDERSONVILLE, GA" August 4,1864. 
Respectfully submitted with inspection rel?ort: 

D. T. CHANDLER, A. A. S; 1. G. 

Remarks in pencil: Surgeon Cooney has b,een ordered to inspect and report on hospital 
accomodations for prisoners. 

Surgeon White was authorized some time since to send his requisitions for supplies direct 
to the medical purveyors. Not having supplies is his own fault; he should have anticipated 
the wants of the sick by timely requisitions. All requisitions are approved by medical directors. 

It is impossi ble to oruer medical officers ill place of the contract physicians. They are not 
to be had at present. 

S. D. MOORE, Surgeon. General. 

REPORT OF STAFF OFFICERS ON DUTY WITH GENERAL WINDER. 

SEPTEMBER 8, 1865. 

Captain J. H. WRIGHT, recalleJ for the prosecution: 
(A paper was exhibited to witness.) 
I identify that as the signature of General John H~ Winder. 
'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. I offer this in evidence simply to show that Gene

ral Winder had a large enough corps of staff officers to enable him to perform 
his duties. 

The paper was admitted in evidence. The following is a copy: 
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REPORT OF GUARD FORCES STATIONED AT ANDERSONVILLE. 

(A paper was here exhibited to witness,) 
I identify that as the signature of General John H. Winder. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I propose to offer this report in evidence to show 

the number of troops on duty at Andersonville at the time it was made. 
(The paper was admitted in evidence. The following is a copy:) 

Consolidated report if the guard forces stationed at Andersonville, Georgia, 
commanded by Colonel Henry Forno, P. A. C. S . 

.9 :':I - 1..6 .g ~ rc 
~ ~ § i~ ~ .~ 0 § 
~~ ~ .§g.g ~ b ..p 

~ rc. .g '0 ~ >. g ~ ~ ~ § 
o S §~ ~ g	 ~- ~ .~ E~ ~ d" ~ e~ 

Regiment.	 ~".;;'O .g ~ ~~ - "g;.g~] A~ 
.§'O.§~ ~ ci :; &~ ~ ~ E .... 2~ .£ q,.g 
.~~ rc ~8~-'aro~g, ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~.	 ~ ~. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
8z ~ <",.:188<>11 ~< 

-------------·1------I-r-----;------
First regiment Georgia reserves· ..•. , • •..••. 30 52 230 312 202 5 68 33 20 -SO 350 736 
Second regiment Georgia reservest . .• •.. . •. 27 57 301 385 75 16 25 29 23 46 333 611 
Third regiment Georgia reserves) ...••••.••. 24 54 475 563 144 10 80 32 71 III 609 1,016 
Fourth regiment Georgia reserves§ 24 49 303 376 126 13 17 6 23 124 369 704 
Detachment fifty·fifth Georgia regimentll.... 4 12 75 91 37 3 22 50 10 8 109 230 
Floridalightartillery~ .................••.. 4 15 95 114 24 1 14 5 4 114 162 
Furlow's hattery, Georgia militia<·......... 19 43 309 371 39 21 75 12 352 516 

Total. ..•.•.•••••••.•• , .••.••••••••.. 132 282 I, 788 12, 202 647 /48 212 185 227 1375 2, 282 1.3,975 

NOTE.-Colonel Forno has no staff. Lieutenant Furlow is acting adjutant-formerly aide·de·camp to 
General DolCH j biB assignment asked. 

• Lieut. Colonel J. J. Neely, commanding. II Captain J. M. Griffin, commanding.
 
t Lieut. Colonel C. M. Jones, commanding. 1T Captain C. E. Dyke, commanding.
 
:t: Lieut. Colonel Jno. L. Moore, commanding. ** Lieut.. Colouel P. l'r1. Furlow, comm~nding.
 
§ Major J. H. Burks, commanding.
 

Report if number if m'!n requi1'ed daily for duty as guard at stockade, £n 
batter£es, to lOorking squads if prisoners, to wood squads, as provost guards, 
4"c., 4"c.; also number ifmen on duty inside if stockade. 

----------------1--
Day guard at stockade.... .•.••• ...••. . ••.. ...• ..••.. .... •... 2 10 156 
Day reserve at stockade...... •.•. •... ••.. ....•• ...•.• ..•••. 2 8 80 
Night reserve at stockade ........•.. , ...• ••.• .... .•.. •... ~ 8 110 
Guards with wood, squads for stockade...... ..•• •..•.• .... 1 100 
Guards at batteries ......•...•.•.•...•..............••...•....... 6 30 
Provost guards .•.•••.•••.•...• '" . . . . . . . • . • •.. ...• .. .• •.• . .. • . . . 4 10 75 
Outlying pickets ..•••...•••.•.••• _...•..•.••.....•....••••.•.... 8 38 
Bridge guard, &<;.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
Men on duty in stbckade.•..•••.•..•.•••.•..."••.••.•.•..•........ 

2 10 
45 

Hospital guards ....•....•••...•••••..••..•..•••••.•••••.•..•• ,. . 1 4 69 
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RECAPITULATION. 

'0 
OJ 
>:I 
0 
'fil ci 
.~ vi OJ 

S ~ 1'1 
,,; 1'1 " '0 ,... 0$ .;<
OJ " 0 OJ 

~ 
$" 0 ~ 
0 Z ~ 

---~----------,--

132 282 I., 788 2, 202 
Required for dally duty - _ _..•... """ ..••...•... 
Present for dut,f -'" ....••.•.••..••.•... "" .••. "" •••. 

15 56 .7j3 784 

117 226 1,075 1,418 
452 

Unarmed ••••.•••••...•••.• "" ..•.•.•••••....••••••••. 

In case of emergency (armed) .....•••••....•..•.. "" •••• """ ..••.. "" •••. 966 

JOHN H. WINDER, Brigadier General. 

Respectfully submitted with inspection report: . 
D. T. CHANDLER, A. A. and 1. G. 

ANDERSON, GEORGIA, August 5, 1864. 

SEPTEMBER 8, 1865. 
C. M. SELPH, recalled for the prosecution: 

(Exhibit 26 being shown to witness.) I identify that as one of the enclos
ures of Colonel Chandler's report. 

APPEAL OF GENERAL WI:"lDER FOR LABORERS, TEAMS, ETC, TO COMPLETB 

THE FORTIFICATIONS AT ANDERSONVILLE. 

(Another paper was here exhibited to witness.) 
This document is another enclosure of the same report. 
The JUDGg ADVOCATE. I propose to offer this in evidence to show mainly 

that General Winder had power to make impressments which he ought to have 
done for the pnrpose of alleviating the sufferings of the prisoners. 

(The document was admitted in evidence. 'l'he following is a copy:) 

AN APPEAL. 

To tile citizens qf Macon, Taylor, Randolph, Sc1dey, Terrel, Baker, CalhQun, 
Lee, Sumter, and Douglurty counties: 

Prominent citizens have suggested that the agricultural interests of the coun
try would be promoted by an appeal to the people to furnish at this time, labor 
enough to complete at once the fortifications at this post. 

I am informed that the farming communities can better spare their entire. force 
at this particular season, than a small portion at a later period. The fortifica· 
tions at this post must be constructed at once. 'The safety of the very country 
and people upon whom I call, and the welfare of the government, demand that 
it shall be done. 

The engineer in charge says that with two thousand (2,000) negroes, properly 
supplied with axes, spades, and picks, and supported by the requisite number 
of wagons and teams, he can complete the work in ten (10) days. Each owner, 
so far as is practicable, will send these implements with his negroes. The coun· 
ties above mentioned are rich and populous. I appeal to the people to send at 
once the required force, and save themselves from the .necessity of impressment. 

http:�����....�..�
http:�.�.�����....��������
http:��.�.��..��.�
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Whether the works are completed or not, the negroes shall be returned to secure 
fodder, &c., &c. . 

'1'wo thousand negroes and fifty wagons and teams are required. Provisions 
and forage are scarce, and each owner will send food aud forage for his hands 
and horses. 

So far as can be foreseen, this will be the last call made upon the people for 
this post. I have authority to make impressments, but the patriotic response in 
the late emergency makes it desirous, if possible, to avoid the exercise of this 
power. . 

JOHN H. WINDER, 
Brigadier General. 

CAMP SUMTER, ANDERSON, GEORGIA, July 27, 1864. 

THE DISPOSITION OF THE REPORTS SHOWING THE CONDITION OF THE ANDER
SONVILLE PRISON. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
In my indorsement on the report of Oolonel Chandler I referred to the ex

tracts of that report. Those extracts were sent to the chiefs of the .different 
bureaus. '1'he extracts are marked with the bureaus to which they were re
ferred. I heard from the chiefs of those bureaus after sending the extracts, but 
what it was I don't recollect. My impression of what I heard is so slight that 
I don't think it would amount to anything. I cannot state from what bureaus 
I received responses; it was impossible for me to tell the action on the differ
ent extracts, when probably I sent thousands of them out. rJ.-iave an impres
sion that answers were received; but the effect of those answers I don't recol
lect. So far as I recollect returns were received from all the bureaus. I'recol
lect that in the case of the surgeon general, the hospitals at Andersonville 
were ordered to be placed on the same footing-, and to receive the same quantity 
of supplies as the hospitals for our own soldiers. Extracts were '!Uade, and 
answers from the different bureaus were requi~'ed to be returned with the' ex
tracts themselves. The extract to the surgeon general was returned with· an 
indorsement to the effect that he had so instructed. This WiJJS suggested py the 
extract referred to. I do not know where that report is. I cannot tell about 
what time I sent those extracts to those bureaus. I cannot tell 'the month un
less I should take it from the date of the report itself. I think it was made im
mediately after receiving these reports. I would make extracts and send them 
to different bureaus immediately after their retul'l1 fi-om the secretary of war
immediately after the return of the report and enclosures. 1 sent these to the 
secretary of war immediately upon perusing the papers, problibly the same 
day or the day afterwards. It would depend upon the importance of the papers 
and the activity of the secretary of war, how long before they would be re
ceived back after being sent there. It is a question I cannot decide, Sometimes 
it would be a week, but frequently they would be returned thlj same day. I 
think that report was sent to the secretary of war the day after it was received. 
Considering the importance of all these papers, the question, how long would 
it proba~ly be before they would get back again? would be answered accurately 
by the mdorsement; I suppose within a week. I cannot state how many 
days, not more than a week; it might be less. In some cases we made extracts 
before sending them to the secretary of war. I presume that some of these 
extracts were made before sending them to the secretary of war. I don't think 
I can answer the question whether the one sent to the surgeon general was 
sent before or after. they went to the secretary of war 1 I have no impression 
about it. If the adjutant ge~eral.had the power to correct the evils l'eporte.d, the 
extracts would be sent, or dlre~tlOns made before sending to the secretary of 
war, if it needed the authonty of the secretary of war, when the report 
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would be sent to him for llis instructions. Some of these papers required the 
sanction of the secretary of war and some did not, I believe. I have means 
of forming an opinon as to the t;me when the report was received back from 
the surgeon general; his indorsement will show that. It is very probable that 
the enclosure to Oolonel Ohandler was enclosed with the extract of the report. 
I do not know whether the rxtract sent to the surg'eon general was ever re
ceived back. I have said that my impression was that it was received back 
with a,n indorsement; that is my impression now. On looking at the back of 
this paper, I find no indorsement from the adjutant general's office referring it 
to the surgeon general's. From that I presume that this was an enclosure to 
the extract. 'rhe extract contained the indorsement of the adjutant general's 
office referring it to the surgeou general, and he returned this paper with his 
indorsement. He may, or lIIay 11ot, have sent b[Lck the extract. I cannot state 
positively whether there was any indorsement on the extract; but either on 
tbat particular extract or on some other extract of the same nature in that re
port, or some paper with reference to that report, there was an inclorsement to 
that effect. , 

(The indorsement in pencil on the report of Surgeon Isaiah H. White, signed 
S. D. Moore, was here read to witness.) , 

That is to the same effect as the indorsement to which I referred in speaking 
of the response of the surgeon general to my indorsement. The papers will 
show much better than my recollection. I refer to the papers that grew out of 
the nature of that )'eport, not referred to in the report. I have seen those 
papers; they were in my hands, in the adjutant general's office. I have not 
seen ,any of those papers in the hands of our (this) government. The govern
ment did 110t take possession of the papers in that department to my knowledge. 
The papers were sent off from Richmond, and I don't know what became of 
them. I have no means of telling about what time this report was returned to 
me; my recollrction is very confused on these questions. It wonld be few days 
after tHe extract was sent. Your questions will necessary elicit contradictions 
from me because my memory is very confused on these points. I have no accu
rate knowledge of the channel throngh which the orders of the surgeon general 
passed to arrive at Andersonville, what bureaus they had to go through, nor 
how long it would take. My gent'ral knowledg'e would lead me to say that it 
went direct from the surgeon general to any chief officer of his department at 
Andersouville. I have no knowledge from that office whether any was sent 
from him. except by this report; I don't recollect any. I have no knowledge 
whether they were ever sent at all, except from this report. 

(The report of Oolonel D. '1'. Ohandler was here shown to witness.) 
This memorandum states that extracts wer(J made for the commissary gene

ral. '1'h?se extracts were sent to the commissary gelleral alone. I don't know 
whether any return from that extract was received. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
When I stated that those extracts were sent to the chiefs of the different 

b~reaus, I meant to say that I sent them myself. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL CIIA~DLER'S INSPE8TIO::'Il OF THE PRISON--ITS CONDITION-
GE:'IIERAL WINDER'S BITTEIL,ESS TOWARDS .THE PRisONERS-HIS FAILURE 
TO ALLEVIATE THEIR SUFFERINGS, ETC. 

SEPTEMBBR 9, 1865. 
D. T. OHANDLER, fol' the prosecution: 
I was in the service of the confederate g'overnment from February, 1863, 

until the close of the war. I held the appointment of lieutenant colonel in the 
adjutant general's department, and latterly was assigned to duty as inspector gen
e.raJ. I was the officer who made the report signed" D. '1'. Ohandler," which 
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was read to the court yesterday. I have no retraction whatever to make in re
gard to the condition of the prison at Andersonville, as represented in my report. 
I devoted about a week, something less than a week, to an inspection of that 
place. The report was based upon information conveyed to me in official com
munications from G/meral Winder and the officers of his staff, inspection of the 
books aild papers, the records of the different offices of that post, and actual in
spection of the troops, the stockaqe and the hospital. I will further state that 
I had some conversation with the prisoners in the stockade. I noticed that 
General Winder seemed very indifferent to the welfare of the prisoners, indis
posed to do anything, or to do as much as I thonght he ought to do, to alleviate 
their sufferings. I remonstrated with him as well as I could, and he used that 
language which I reported to th~ department with reference to it, the language 
stated in that report. 

By the OOURT : 
Q. What particular language do you allude to 1 
A. When I spoke of the great, mortality existing among the prisoners, and 

pointed out to Lim that the sickly season was coming on and that it must neces
sarily increase unless something was done for their relief-the swamp, for instance, 
drained, proper food furnished them, and in better qnantity, and other sanitary 
suggestions which I made to him-he replied to me that he thought it was better 
to let half of them die than to take care of the men. I would like to state to 
the court that before he used this language to me, my assistant, who was with 
me, Major Hall, h:ul reported to me that he had used similar language to him, 
made u~e of similar expressions. I mention this to show the court that I am 
not mistaken; that my recolleetion is clear. My assistant, Major Hall, had re
ported to me officially that General Winder had used this language in conversa
tion with him about the IJrisoners. I told him I thought it incredible;' that he 
must be mistaken. He told me no; that he had not only said it once, but twice, 
and, as I have stated, he subsequently made use of this expression to me. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I spoke to Captain R. B. 'Winder relative to the aff'lirs of his department, and 

examined his books. (To the court.) He was quartermaster. I looked into his 
means of trans~lortation; saw what he was doing in the way of ereding a bake
house or furnishing facilities to Captain Wirz to do so. I talked with him offi
Cially about the affairs of his department, and he made known his wants to me, 
the difficulties under which he labored, and showed me the efforts which he had 
made to procure transportation and other supplies; he showed me his letter
book with the requisitions in it. He was not the son of General 'Winder-l 

. believe his cousin. "V. 8. 'Winder is the general's son. . 
Q. In your report you also speak of a great many things which might have 

been done and were not done, and censured General VVillder for that reason. 
Will you state what it was in the power of General Winder at that time to do, 
to alleviate the sufferings of the prison? 

A. 8hortly after my arrival at Andersonville I rode round the stockade and 
examined the s~amp formed by the stream which flowed through tbe sinks. It 
was ver~ offens.lVe, and I requested General Winder to have an examination 
~ade, w~th a VI~': to d.raining it. At my suggestion, he detailed Colonel Har
pIe, I tbmk, a CIVil engmeer by profession, and directed him to make the exam
ination ,and report. He did so, with a plat showing a stream a few Imndred 
yards off on lower gro~nd bX which the place might have been easily drained. 
Tha.t would have mat~nallyImproved the condition of the prisoners as to health. 
I tlunk more wood mlght have been furnished. I could have done it with the 
same. transportation, and if nothing else could have been done I would have 
turned the prisoners out, with troops to guard them, and made them bring it in 
on their shoulders; and I should have removed the cook-house a great deal earlier 
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than it was done, from the stream on which it stood, and pl~ced it where it sub. 
sequently was removed and where they were about removing it then, on another 
stream ill the vicinity that did not flow through the stockade. I think the com
missary might have been compelled to pnrchase some green COJ'll. That might 
have been had in limited quantities, I think, from consultation with the officers 
there. I saw plenty of it, and cabbages in limited f[ nHntities might have been 
had. There was no way of constructing, r\1(1e shl'!t!']'s; I don't think it could 
have been done. There was not room til construct them. They had a plan and 
were trying' to get lumber to put up barracks, but thc difficnlties they labored 
under were so great they could not get it. In thc crowden' condition of the 
plaee I don't think there was room 'for them to put' up much shelter. I made 
an estimate in my report that, exclusive of the swamp aud streets, &c., there 
was left about six square feet to a man, I think. 'libat estimate was based upon 
a sketch furnished me by the eng'ineer corps at my request. I calculated the 
area they laid down, and divided it by the number of prisoners. I mean six 
square feet, not six feet square. 'l'hat was the calcnJation 1 made. The report 
itself will show if it is correct; it gives the area and. the number of prisoners. I 
may be mistaken in my calculation, bnt I think not. (To the court.) Six feet 
10llg by one foot inside, excluding the ground that ought not properly to have 
been occupied, tbough they did necessarily occupy some of the swampy 
ground. I thiuk he (General Wiuder) might have compelled the medical offi
cers who were attending the stockade to reside at the post; they did not do so. 

By the OOURT: . 
I thillk that my report states that there were fifteen or eighteen medical officers 

attending on the stockade, exclusive of those in the hospital. There was one 
suggestion which I made to the doctor which he readily carried out. It w(,!,s to 
the effect that inasmuch as they were so crowded inside the stockade, that a 
g'l'eat many men who were sick there could not receive medical attention, it 
would be au act ot' humanity to take them out of the stockade and lay them in 
the hospital under the trees. if they could do no better; and actin-g on my 
sug'gestion, I think some 900 prisoners were moved out and placed where they 
could have some pure air and not be so much crowded. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I also urged on the department the remov~l of General Winder as the 

radical cause of many of the difficulties there. I believe that with another head 
of the establishment, a good deal might have been done. He had not the in
clination to exert himself. I also recommended the removal of the assistant 
commissary. I did not see him myself, but from the representation, made to me 
of his physical c(Jl1dition and an examination of such books and papers as I 
could get hold of in his department, I was satisfied of his inefficiency, want of 
experience. and physical inability for his position. (To the court.) I think his 
Dame was Armstrong. He was absent, sick, at the time I was there. I also 
recommended additional transportation to be sent to them and authvrity to im
press saw-mills for the purpose of constructing those barracks. I don't recyllect 
all my recommendations, but the report shows for itself. Factsh~we come to 
my knowledge in relation to Uaptain vVirz of which I had no suspicion at the 
time I recommended him as an efficient officer. He seemed to me to be ener
getic and industrious and attended to his duties, and I neither saw nor heard 
anything to indicate cruel treatment of the prisoners on his part, and I made 
some inquiries ahout it. I will explain to the court. I have been a prisoner 
myself, and I know the unwillingness of prisoners to make complaints in the 
presence of those who have power over them, and for that reason, I took the 
men aside and questioned them so that Wirz could not hear me as to any com
plaints they had to make, and none of them made any complaints against him. 
The complaints were mostly of insufficient food, of want of shelter, and want of 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--16 . 
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clothing; no complaints were made about him to me. r cannot speak posi
tively as to my recollection of paragraph 4 of the rules submitted by Captain 
Wirz which r did not approve. My impression now is, that it had reference 
to punishing men who attempted to escape. r remember having a conversation 
with General Winder on this subject and caHing his attenti9n to the fact that 
it was the duty of a soldier to his country to escape if he could, and that it was 
his duty to keep him, to prevent his escape, but not to punish him for doing 
his duty, and he concurred in that. r think tllat was the paragraph referred to. 
I thin~ that General Winder was not promoted to the supreme command of 
military prisons within two and a half months from the time I made my report. 
He was made commissary generalof prisons after I made my report. Whether 
you call it promotion or not, I don't know. It gave him control over a larger 
number of prisoners, but removed him from immediate command of them. I 
was away for about two and a half months. I went to the western army, 
General Hood's army, and travelled through the southwestern States I 
returned to Ric1lmond, I thInk, in the latter part of October. I understood 
then that a commissary general of prisoners was to be appointed, and that 
General Gardner was tIle officer selected. He was then commanding the 
city of Richmond. I met him and spoke to him about the matter aud he 
said, yes, it was so. He did not want the place and wanted me to accept 
it. I declined it; I did not want it myself. I went to southwestern Virginia 
on other duty, and shortly after arriving there I saw an order published 
appointing General Gardner, which was followed a few days after by another 
order appointing General Winder, constituting him commissary general of 
prisoners. On my return to Richmond in October, I spoke to Colonel Chilton, 
chief of the bureau, with reference to my report and he tOold me that it had not 
been acted on, that it was still on the secretary's desk. I returned again to 
Richmond the £rst week in February and found from the same source -that it 
had not then been acted upon. The former secretary of war had been relieved, 
and General Breckinridge appointed secretary. At my instance Colonel Ohi1t.on 
urged the department to take the matter up, for the reason that Genera.! Win
der had rather denied the correctness of some statements that I had made, and 
I made a counter report, furnishing evidence of the accuracy of my report I 
went myself to Judge Campbell and asked him to take it up, and he promised 
that he would do it. I do not believe it was ever taken up; that is to say, r 
do not think it ever was decided. Judge Campbell might have been consid
ering it at the time of the evacuation. I have no evidence of its having gone to 
tlie President; on the contrary I have reason to think that it did not. I don't 
pretend to say that I think the Pre.sident did not know that there was a prison 
at Andersonville and the condition in which it was. r speak only of my in
dividual report and the accompanying papers. 

The stream whicb flows through the stockade is formed by two smaller streams 
wbich meet some hundred yards, as well as I remember, before entering the 
stockade. The banks of" that stream are hilly, and there were troops, the Georgia 
reserves, camped on it, and the washings from the camps came down into the 
stream and flowed through the stockade. I pointed that out to General-Winder 
as wrong, and before I left there he had moved one regiment and tht) other was 
under orders to move. I made no recommendation with reference to it. 'rhe 
men themselves complained of the stench arising from the vicinity of the stockade. 
r should think that after General Winder had been made commis,sary general 
of prisoners, he reported to the war depattment through tIle adjutant general. 
I suppose he was-appointed by the secretary of war. The order was dated 
war department and was signed by the adjutant general. 

By the COURT: .' 
It was signed by the adjutant gem'eral by ollder of the secretary of war, I 

think. I don't recollect now distinctly whether the order ,,-as dated war de
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artment or adjutant general's office, hut I think the war department. I 
. iemember the preamble was" Brigadier General John H. Winder is constituted 

commissary gene~'al o.f prisoners." It did not say by the direction of the pres
ident or by the dIrectlOn of anybody. 

Cross-examined by COUNSBL : 
I was ordered by the war department to proceed to Andersonville and make 

an inspection of the post and prison at that place. The adjntan.t general of 
the army ordered me there by orders of the war department. General Cooper 
was adjutant general and Mr. James A. Seddon was secretary of war. I was 
ordered to go there on the 26th July, 1864. I think r left for there on the 27th, 
I think the order was dated the 26th. I arrived there about the 29th, either the 
29th, the 30th, or the 31st of July. There was some little delay on ihe road, 
and I do not remember the exact time I got there. My report was dated the 
5th of August. 

(The report was referred to and found to bear date July 5, 1864.) 
That is a mistake. It is indorsed August 5, "1864." I left Richmond on the 

27th of July. The report is not in my handwriting; it is in the handwriting of 
my assistant, Major Hall. He made out the report from my notes and a rough 
copy that I made. He did it in I~y presence. My rough report was abbrevi
ated in many respects. Not much of it was filled up by my' assistant. This 
copy is in fact my own report from the original, and the mistake in the date is a 
clerical one. When I arrived at Andersonville I first consulted with General 
WindeL', the commandant of the post and prison. I cannot say how long he 
had been in commarid-several months, I know. His whole duty as command
ant of the post, in regard to the prisoners, was to keep them safe, to have them 
taken care of properly, protect them, defend them, prevent them being recap
tured. He commanded all the troops there; the commissary and all the officers 
were under his control-all his staff officers and the prison-keeper.. I don't know 
what authority he may have delegated to those officers. Any orders which they 
may have issued would be made by his direction, and he would be responsible 
for them. I inspected the stockade the evening of the day I arrived there. I 
rode over towards some of the camps of the troops, and in doIng so passed near 
the stockade on the outside. I ascended the platform with Captain Wirz and 
looked over in the stockade. I took a bird's eye view of it. I did not go in
side until next morning. The evening I took the bird's-eye view of it it seemed 

I to be very much crowded. I do not know that I can give the court a very accu
rate idea of that crowded condition. 'l'he prisoners were moving about con
stantly; in some places it was as crowded as this room is; other places would 
be bare. There seemed to be very little space in the stockade that was not oc
cupied; except the swamp. I should not think there wa, a half, or one quarter, 
or one eighth of an acre. It was crowded to excess. That was after the stock
a,de had been enlarged. I had a view of the stockade and also of its enlarge
ment. At the time I was there, these sheds (pointing to the niagram) were not 
init; they were getting the timber forthat purpose. 'l'hat is the sQuthwest 
corner.. I do not think those in the northeast corner were up. There was an 
outer line of picketing; it was used at sick-call. The sick passed through the 
gate from the inner stockade, and there WAre sentry boxes arranged along out
side where the surgeons were. The stockade was made of hewn pine timber, 
five inches thick; I think there was one tier of posts sunk five feet in the ground, 
lind a beam about two-thirds of the way up to keep them together. The beam 
wa,s on the outside of the stockade, at the place they used to go at sick-call, so 
that the men could come from the inner stockade to where the surgeons were, 
~i~houtgettingont of the epclosure. That was when I first saw it, I think. I went 
lp.s~de of the stockade and made my inspection the next day. As well as I now 
r\l~ember, there was a little sort of shanty there for a sutler's store; I cannot; 
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describe it; it was a slight thing, and there were little stalls which some of the 
men had, where they were peddling pies. There were a great many of those 
stalls; it was so crowded that you could not see much without going over every 
foot of it. 'rhey did not have many sto~es in those places; they consisted of 
simply pies. I think the men made them themselves and retailed them to their 
comrades. They were made of unbolted corn-meal. There was no flour, I be
lieve, issued in the stockade. I suppose I was inside the stockade several hours. 
There was no hospital building inside there that I remember. I do not know 
that there ever was any in the stockade; I did not make inquiries as to that 
fact. The hospital was detached at the time I was there, and I made 110 inquiry 
about there having been a hosQital there. Imade inquiries about medicines, and 
if medical attendance was furnished inside. I did not see any surgeons inside. 
'rhere was no place for them to be inside that I saw. They did not go inside 
at aU to see the patients that I know of. I believe they were not required to go 
inside to see patients. I understood from the senior medical officer that they 
went to those little sentry-boxes that I spoke of, at sick-call, and the sick were 
brought out to them, and that small quantities of medicine were furnished to the 
sergeants of squads to be u"ed in case of emergency inside the stockade. I 
have seen one of those sick-calls. The sick seemed to be crowding there by 
thousands. They did not all seem to be requiring medicine. A great many 
were carrying their sick comrades out in blankets, I can only speak of the 
snpply of medicine from the information I derived from the medical director. 
He told me the supply was insufficient, and that many articles they could not 
get at all. I cannot judge whether there were surgeons enough there to attend 
to the great number of sick if they had had the medicines, I should think, 
however, there were not. I knew the number of surgeons there, but it was im
pos,ible to find out the number of sick. They could not tell me. 'rhey said 
there were many men sick who were never brought out by their comrades; many 
,vo'uld die whom the doctors would not have on their lists. I cannot say whose 
fault it was that the physicians did not go inside and attend to them, or why 
they did not do it. I received no information on that point. I did not make 
any inquiries why they did not go inside and attend. to them, I repurted the 
fact that they did not in Richmond. I had no authority to order them in. It 
occurred to me that it was negligence and that it ought not to be allowed, and 
therefore reported it. I asked, while I was there, if any physicians went in
side, and was told no, that they sent small quantities of medicines to the ser
geants of squads. An order for the surgeons to go inside wonld properly have 
come, I should think, from the senior surgeon. I suppose their not going in 
was owing to the negligence of the senior surgeon in not giving the order. 
']'here WC1;e no facilities inside there for them to have prescrihed if they would 
hav!" gone in. 'l'hey could have gone in and found out if there were any sick 
or dead there; it was their duty to do it. I ought to state that the reason why 
the sick were not all moved out was that they had not the accomodations for 
!hem. ,!,he surgeon knew that there were a vast number there who ought to be 
m a hospItal, but he had no hospital; the hospital was crowded. I nevoor knew 
0'1.' heard of any of them refusing to go in when they had been directed to do 
so. I stat?d in ~y report that they were most.ly contract surgeons, and that 
they were ~nefficIent. I based that report on the statements of the senior sur
geon. He mformed me that they were rather indifferent to their duties. I can
not state whether they understood the nature and mode of treatment of the di,,
e:ases fou.n~ ther~. I made my report on the statement of the surgeon-in-chief 
as to theIr mefficlency; that was not part of the information g-iven me. I do not 
know anything on that point. I recommended that they should be removed 
and regular surgeons sent there, because I believed that they would feel more 
interest in their duties than men who had only accepted those places to keep 
out of the ranks of the'Georgia reserves. Ithink Surgeon Sheppard belonged 
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to the provisional army. I stated that he had charge of the small-pox hospital. 
I did not visit it. I obtained my information about it frolll the official records 
of the hospital department. I had no personal knowledge of how he performed 
his duty. It was reported to me that he was a very old and feeble man, and 
the surgeon-in-chief considered him inefficient. 'l'he fact that more than half 
of the cases terminated fatally wonld go to prove it. 'I'he fatal termination 
of the cases resulted more from his a!'e and ;inefficiency than from ncg'lect, 
I shonld think. I did not di~cover at the hospital any wilful maltreatment 
or neglect to the prisoners. On the contrary, I noticed in the hospital a 
great deal of order and system and a desIre to do all they could for them, 
considering their limited means; it was well policed and every attention 
seemed to be paid to it. I did not state that there was any neglect in 
the hospital that I recollect. I saw a great lack of attention to the prisoners 
in the stockade-in the stockade, not in the hospital. '1'he surgeon who 
attended to the stockade were a different set of surgeons. I cannot say from 
recollection how many surgeons were assigned to the duty of attf'nding to 
thuse who came out of the stockade at these little medical posts; I think my 
report speaks of the number 15 or 18. Those whom I mentioned in my report 
had nothing whatever to do with the hospital; that was another branch entirely. 
'These were generally regular slll'geons; my report did not refer at all to the 
I'egular surgeons of the hospital; I think you have misunderstood me. I stated 
that a great many of these prisoners died inside the stockade who were not 
brought OLlt to the surgeons by their comrades. I do not think I stated that 
those who were brought out were neglected. I stated that there was a great 
want of care generally over them; I cannot jUllge whether that want of care 
came from any wilfulness on the part of the surgeons, or whether it was from 
their indEcieney and from their not knowing what to do. I noticed the genera,l 
conduct of Captain vVirz while I was there. (vVitness pointed out on the diagram 
where his headquarters were, near the fortification.) 'l'hat was a field-work. His 
tent., I think, was somewhere in that vacinity-up on the hill. I do not know 
whether or not he was there dlll'ing the nights; I do not kIlOW whether he stairl 
at his office or his bouse. I reported that some of the officers ought to be re
quit'ed to remain there during the night; this referred to those assistant surgeons 
who practiced at the stockade; I referred to them alone, not to others. I can
not say that I had the opportunity daily, while I was there, of observing the 
conduct of Captain Wirz with regard to the prisoners; I had frequently; 1 
have been at his tent; I do not remember seeing any orders of his; there were 
printed regulations which he showed me in relation to the care and custody of 
the prisoners; I rc·ad them or heard them read; there was one which I objected 
to; I have stated that my impression was, it had reference to punishing men for 
attempting to escape; I cannot recollect any others that I objected to; I think it 
quite probable that I mentioned to him that I did not lil):e this-that I thought 
it was wrong; I considered these orders as General Winder'S, although Captain 
Wirz's name was to them. They purported to be issued by his (General Winder's) 
directions, and under his instructions; I considered Captain Wirz merely the 
executive officer of General vVinder's, in his particular branch of the business. 
I think that General Winder's bitter feelings towards these men was such as to 
render him indifferent as to taking any measure for their relief. I should think 
the sufferings of the prisoners resulted more from his nel!:lect to do what he might 
have done than from acts of commission. I talked with him frequently; I saw 
him frequently-two or three times each day; I think I had a good opportunity 
for discovering his state of mind and his motives. I cannot say that I discovered 
on his part any desire to inflict cruelties, but I saw, or I thought I saw, an in
;tention on his part not to exert himself to prevent their suffering, or to ameliorate 
,their condition, and I think that that intention not to exert himself came from a 
hardneas of feeling towards them. I do not think I discovered in his orders or 
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in his directions to his staff officers or those uilder him, any disposition on his 
part to impress upon them that they mnst be harsh and cruel. I did not learn 
hom any of his subordinates that he required that of them, nothing of the kind 
whatever. I did not ,discover in any of his subordinates the same state of feeling 
which 1 discovered in him; I did not talk with the commissary-he was absent 
sick; I talked with the quartermaster; Captain R B. Winder was quartermas
tel'; he received his orders directly from General Winder; I do not know what 
latitude General Winder allowed his staff officers in the administration or theil' 
duties. As far as I could discover I did not discover any unusual latitude 
allowed them; I have no reason to believe that they had any unusual latitude. 
I visited the quartermaster's establishment; I visited the workshops; they were 
west of the railroad. I cannot say how many buildings or tents were inside of 
the qu~rtermaster's establishment. There was an old shed where they had the 
carpenter's shop, a small place for a blacksmith's shop, and a small storehouse. 
The .old shed for the carpenter's shop was not larger than from this partition to 
the door (about fifteen feet.) There were three or four men at work there. I 
do nut recollect exactly what they were doing; I saw a small quantity of lumber 
there; as far as I recollect I do not think there were more than eight ur ten 
pieces of plank there; I went all around; I am not prepared to say that that 
was all there was there: I speak from my present recollection. Captain Winder 

- told me about the great difficulty he experienced in getting lumber, and showed 
me by therequisitions in his letter-book the efforts he had mnde to get this 
lumber. I cannot say how many letters or requisitions he showed me OIl that 
subject. I read his whole letter-book in reference to'the entire business. I 
cannot state that I did in reference to this particular subject. He had apparently 
been making efforts to obtain every kind .of article that was needed from the 
time he came there first until I came. Some of his letters, I think, were ad
dressed -to Major Dillard, chief quartermaster at Columbus, Georgia; I am 
pretty certain that his requisitions and letters requesting sheet-iron for bake-pans 

, were to lVL,jor Dillard; I think none had been furnished; on the contrary, he 
has procured tin as a substitute, and he complained to me of the constant burn

.ing of the bread on that account. With regard to the sheet-iron, I recollect 
seeing the quartermaster's reply, that they were utterly unable to furnish it. I 
saw no tin there except what had been worked up into bake-pans; I discovered 
a large number of bake-pans about three feet square; I cannot tell you how 
many hundreds of them-I have no idea; they were all more oi·less used; I saw 
them at the bakehouse on the brook; I saw the building which contained the quar
termaster's stores; it was rather a small affair, I think; it was not 150 feet 
long; I do not think it was larger than this room; it was up towards the depot; 
] think it was the one generally spoken of as the quartermaster's store; I have 
not heard the testimony given here in reference to the quartermaster's store
house; I heard the testimony in reference to the commissary's store; I do not 
think the qu~rtermaster'sstorehouse was one-third as large as the commissary's. 
I do not now recollect what was in the quartermaster's storehouse; I cannot 

'say whether there was much of anything in it. I examined every public build
ing about the place; I have a very imperfect recollection of the quartermaster's 
store, and cannot-say what my impression about it is; if there had been a large 
supply there I would recollect it, but like most of the storehouses that I inspected 
in the country, there was very little in it; I do not recollect what that little con
sisted of; I know there were 110 tents; I inquired particularly about them; his 
own room and a small stable were connected with the quarteJ"T1'1~.~tl:'~·'8iI.epartment. 
I do not recollect whether there was any corral connected with it; I might not 
have remembered it 'if there had been one with mules and horses in it; there 
must have been something of the sort about there, but I cannot locate it now or 
recollect where it was. I inspected the commissary building; it consisted of one. 
long building; I thblk there was no other place where tiley kept commissary 
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'supplies' it was a long' building alongside of the railroad; one end' of it was 
devoted to offic('s-there were two offices, I think; I suppose it was considera
vlyover a hundr'ld feet long. and about twenty-five feet wide j I found very 
little in that buildilig besides worm-eaten peas, which I condemned as unfit for use j 
they were not what we call" beans j " they were black peas; I have never seen 
them here; there was very little else-a few boxes I)f bacon, a little meal, and. 
I think, part of a tierce of rice; I do not recollect how many boxes of bacon 
there were; I took my data of the contents of that store from the commissary's 

. books; I discovered from the books that often the supplies were short-that he 
had not made his requisitions in sufficient time to keep up his supplies; there 
were no peas fit for use; frequently, I think, the rice was out; I do not think he 
had any pot'ltoeR; I do not think there were any in that country at that time; 
I think the meal was not short at that time; they had been in the habit of 
sending one or two car loads at a time as it was required. in consequence of not 
having a storehouse to put it in j this storehouse, as I understood, had been 
but recently erected. 

To the COURT: 
The meal was sent partly from Macon and partly from Columbus. 
The commissary had not the right to order the supplies for his own depart

ment. I think that the officers at the government depots controlled that mat~er, 

the commissary department. I cannot remember the names of those officers. 
I have said that the commissary was sick. He had left the day before I arrived 
there. He had been sick for some time. and had gone to Macon. He had hot 
'been able for the time th:'lt he was sick to properly attend to his duties. I 
should think. from the representations made to me. He was represented to me 
as a man in very delicate health. I doubted whether he was ever fit for his 
position. It was a very large command for one commissary to supply-four or 
fiv.e regiments and 33,000 prisoners. I do not think that he had the physical 
ability to go abuut as it was necessary he should do to get the necessary sup
plies. He was represented to me as being in a decline. consumptive. I do not 
knolV how m'my teams there were in the commissary department. I was not 

. informed. A large part of his books and papers were locked up and he had the' 
key, so that r could not get at them. His letter-book and some few others were 
out. I discovered what number of teams the quartermaster had at his command. 
I knew at the time, although I have now no recollection of it. I cannot forIll 
the slightest idea now. He had services to perform with those teams for the 

'whole camp, r think. I do not think they were adequate to what he had to do 
with them; I think not. I asked that more teams might be assigned to him. 
I reported thet1J, inadequate. It struck me that there was a great deficiency. 
I did not have the means of ascertaining what teams were connected with the 
stockade-with the prison proper. My present impression is that he would 
furnish them from day to day as they were required. I do not think they were 
permanently assigned to that duty. I saw some of the teams myself Some of 
the wagons I saw, I think, were army wagons-I cannot say now what propor
tion. I cannot say whether many of them were mere country wagons. I visited 
the bake-house j there was only one. I inspected it carefully. I found it in 
good police. clean. The bread made there was as good as could be made, I 
think, with the unbolted meal that was furnished them. '.rhey were cooking meat 
there then. The new cook,house had not gone into operation. They were setting 
th'e ovens in it. There were only two cook.houses when I was there-I cannot 
say what was there afterwards. I cannot say how many men were at work 
there at that time. I asked the men to show me the bread. I ,went in with 
Captain Wirz. He we'nt with me to show me these places. I did not converse 
with them at any time when Captain Wirz was not with me. I discovered 
~othingfilthy around the bake-house or from there to the 'brook, except the 
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drippings from the baking, and' that ran into the brook. I gave no orders in 
regard to that. They were constructing a new cook-house. It was nearly 
completed, and the cooking was to be transferred to it as soon as it: was com
pleted. 'They were intending to bake there until they could make other arrange- , 
ments. It would have made the water more or less unclean to have had this 
establishment on the stream. I think the whole of the bake-house should have 
been removed. I reported the facts which I have stated and called attention to 
the fact that it fouled the water. I do not know who established it there. I 
do not know how long it had been there. The other' bakery did not in any 
way affect the health of the residents in the stockade ; it was on another slope 
of a hill and the washings from that ran off fi'onl the stockade. They were 
digging a well at the new 'bake-house. I saw wells in the stockade. I canuot 
say how many. I asked the prisoners abuut the water they had to drink. I 
asked first, pointing to the stream, if that was the water they had to drink. 
They said no, that they had wells. I asked them where they were and they 
showed me wells here and there. I got them to dip out some of the water for 
me, which I drank and found it good. It was wanD. but good. According to 
their statement there seemed to be no scarcity of drinking water. The washing 
water was filthy from the cook-house and the bake-house. It was suflicient in 

~ quantity but dirty. I think from my inspection there, they could, by taking 
proper care, have had all the water they required by digging wells. I judge so 
from the fact that they made no complaint about tbe water, althlJugh I questio11l'd 
them about it. They said they had plenty of wells which they had dug them
selves. They seemed to be partly coveTed over, leaving a little hole. 'rhere 
was nothing to protect them except that the men had covered them partia)ly 
over on top, as well as I recollect. I cannot say that tbe men suffered from their 
own carelessness if they suffered for drinking water. I do not know what 
materials they had for dig'ging wells. '1'here was no complaint. 'Tbere was 
none made to me of a want of water; on the contrary they said they had good 
water. I asked them if they had good water and they said yes. A quantity qf 
wells were shown to me. I got them to dip some water up and let me taste it 
myself. 

Q. Did you discover any information in reference to the prisoners burrowing 
out? 

'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. We will admit that they did make every attempt 
possible to escape,
 

Mr. BAKER. Will you admit it to tlle fullest extent?
 
'The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Yes, sir, we will admit it to any extent.
 
Mr. BAKER. Then I will not press the witness on that point.
 

By the CouR'r : 
I regarded General "Winder as commander o(the post and prison. The medical 

officers were under the orders of the chief surgeon and 'of General Winder. 
'1'hey were under the immediate orders of the chief surgeon. I should not 
think that Captain Wirz was responsible for the scarcity of the rations in the 
commissaTy department. I can state positively he was not. He had nothing 
to do with it and no control over it. General Winder was in command, with 
Caf.ltain Armstrong reporting directly to him. General 'Winder was responsible 
for the police Tegulations of the stockade. I do not know who drew them up. 
They were signed by Captain Wirz, as commandant of the prison. 

Q. SO far as any verbal or written instructions from General Winder were 
concerned, was there anything in them that permitted Captain Wirz to shoot a 
man with his own hand without trial or examination 1 

A. It depends upon what he shot him for. It depends upon circumstances, 
as a man might be compelled to shoot in self-defence. 

I do not thiJJk the power of life or death was given to him by any instructions 
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by General Winder. I hav.e no reason to think that there was anything in 
those instructions to allow lllm to go to that extreme. I do not know whether 
there was anything in those instructions permitting him to establish a: dead-line, 
'with orders unqualifieo to shoot anybody who might cross it. I suppose that 
the dead· line was established, certainly with the knowledge and consent, if not 
by the direction of General Winder. '1'he instructions touching it, I suppose, 
came from General Winder. I do not know. I know that he was responsible 
for them. The orders were signed by Captain Wirz. '1'he regulation in reference 
to the dead-line was printed. I do not recollect its language. I dn not recollect 
whether it had qualifications in reference to who might cross the dead-line. I 
was in hopes that it was w·ith those papers. I forwarded it with those papers. 
I do not recollect the language of that regulation. I think it was to the effect 
that any man crossing the line would be shot, without allY qualification at all. 
I do not know with what materials the Illen dug their wells, nor whether they 
had obtained permission to dig them and had been fnrnished materials. Captain 
Wirz was present when they showed. them to me and be seemed cog'nizant of 
the fact. 'fhey did not complain of any want of water. I supposed that every 
little squad had dug its own well. I do not know whether they allowed others 
outside of their squad to take water from their well. I do not know whether 
they forbade them or not. As I stated, I asked the man if they had anything 
to complain of and they made no complaint in reference to the water; Captain 
Wirz not being present. A s I stated, 1 took particular pains to question the 
men; Captain Wirz not being present. I understood when they said they had 
pfenty of water that there was water enough for drinking purposes for the whole 

• encampment.	 I understood that for drinking purposes there was enough for 
all-for the whole 33,000. I spoke to the men at random, here and there, 
throug'hont the stockade, in order to get general information from them. I went 
to the bake-house and saw the bread baked of unbvlted meal. It was not 
ground with the cobs. It was unbolted. I tasted the bread. I do not think 
it WllS sour. 1 think the bread would be good for men in heal tho I was at the 

'bake-honse twice. I tasted the meat which they were cooking. It was like the 
I:!Ieat everywhere in the country, very rusty. I cannot say how many wells I 
saw in illy inspection of the stockade. They were numerous. As I said before, 
none of those prisoners made any complaint of want of water, and when I had 
spoken to them abont the water, and they said they had very good water, my 
attention was not attracted any further to that. I noticed myself the wattr in 
the stream and observed that it was unfit for washing purposes. '1'he wells 
were scattered around the stockade, both on the north and south side. I know 
that spring (referring to one on the diagram) was inside the dead·line. I am 
pretty certain there was no spring between the dead-line and the picketing. 
It was on the other side of the dead· line in the portion occupied by the prisoners. 
I heard nothing of any privations imposed by Oaptain Wirz's order in consequence 
of men sometimes escaping, when he would punish the men by hundreds and 
deprive them of provisions for two or three days in the week. I heard no allu
sion to anything of the sort. '1'he ration was t he same as was issu d throughout 
the confederate service to troops in the field-the same exactly as to troops 
engaged in active service. I do not know whether the men in the stockades 
actually received that allowance. I do not pretend to say they did ; I endeavored 

,to ascertain, but I could not get the commissary's abstract of issues. I asked 
tl)..e men what they got and they showed me their ration. It looked small to 

.them, but it seemed to me to be the amount. In quality it was the same as I 
had been in the habit of eating myself. '1'hey were in the habit of issuing un
.~olted meal even at the hospit.al. It was impossible to get sieves to bolt the 
meal'at the hospital. Even at Macon, Oolumbus, and elsewhere, it was so. 
.~p~e few of the hospitals had obtailled small hand sieves to bolt their meal, but 
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the generality of them had unbolted meal. There were no sieves in that part of 
the country. ' 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: _ 
I have given it as my opinion that Oaptain Wil'z was pot responsible for the 

rations iEsued to the prisoners. I am' positive of that; I do not know whether 
he exel'cised any control ove): the rations; I do not know what authority .he,may 
have had from General Winder on the subject. 

Q. 'rhen how can you say so positively that he had no control,1 
A. I misunderstood the qnestion; I supposed that it was in reference to the 

amount of the ration ordered to be issued. 
Q. You stated to thp. counsel that Oaptain Wirz was not responsible for the 

ration 1 
. A. I meant by that that he was not responsible for establishing the ration, 

! pound of bacon amI Ii pound of meal. He was responsible, I should say, for 
the amount which the commanding officer ordered the commissary to issue and 
which the commissary actually issued. He was responsible that that amount was 
turned over to the prisoners. I do not know whether General vVillder author
ized him to stop the rations under certain circumstances. 

By OOUN1olEL: 
I think I recollect Oaptain Wirz saying to me that he had tried to get the 

commissary to issue to them bolted meal or sifted meal. He spoke of his inabil
ity to get the bolted meal; I think that both he and the su!'geoll did; I cannot 
say that he said anything to the effect that it caused patients tn die more fre
quently of diarrhoea. '!'he fact was brought to my notice, hut I am under the 
impression it was done by the surgeon; I remember that the fact as to the un
sifted meal was particularly called to my attention. Everywhere that I inspect
ed the same complaint was made. Oaptain Wirz certainly seemed to me, while 
I was there, to desire that the prisoners should be treated better and have more 
accommodation. He left that impression on my mind. If Oaptain Wirz was 
responsible at all I expect his responsibility would commence at the commissary 
storehouse. I should consider that he was responsibfe that the commissary 
issued the amount which the return called for. It was then in his charge and 
remained so until it was put in the hands of the prisoners; I do not kllow any
thing about his complaint of those who worked at the bakery not sending in to 
the prisoners the amount which they ought to send. I have no recollection of 
his making such a complaint. 

By the OOURT: 
I do not think General Winder was ill command of the post during the whole 

of 1864. I do not recollect the date at which he was relieved from command 
of the department of Henrico, as it 'is termed-the department of Richmond. I 
know it was in 1864; I do not· know what month. The post commander 
always exercised command over the prison throngh his executive officer. I met 
General Winder on that visit; he was the1;e all the time I Was making an in
spection; I found him there. 

SEPTEMBER 9, 186fi. 
JOHN PASGUE, for the prosecution: 
I am in the service of the United States as seaman in the navy. I was a pris

oner at Andersonville fl'om January, 1864, to the 8th of September, 1864. I 
was then in the navy; I was taken at Fort Sumter on the 8th of September, 
1863. I know Oaptain Wirz. 

THE CIIAIN-GANG. 

I saw the chain-gang while I was at Andersonville; I never was pnt in it 
myself. I have seen men chained with a 32-pound solid shot on one leg and a 
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68-pound shot attached right in the middle of the four men with chains to the 
other leg-chained to all of them. I cannot state exactly how they were fast
,eued, because r have forgotten it. Theil' hands were not manacled j they had 
power to lift the balls up; as they walked they had to keep hold of both balls. 
I know that one man died in the chain-gang some time in July, 1864. They 
said he was kept there two hours after he was dead. I saw the man after he was 
brought out of the chain-gang, and I saw him when he was put in it. I did not 
see him take,n out of the chain-gang, but I saw him after he was dead and taken 
to the hospital. I was in the stockade; I came to the hospital with a corpse, 
which I was taking to the dead-house. 'l'he man had been in the chain-gang 
seven or eight days, as far as I can tell; I got my information that he died in the 
chain-gang from my own eyes. I saw him when he was brought to the hospital, 
and'r saw him: in the chain.gang. I did not take notice whether he had marks 
on his person; I do not know any more about that, man; when he was taken 
out the chain-gang was in the southwest part of the stockade, where the stocks 
and the chain gang were kept-outside the stockade. I should judge it was 
about thirty or forty yards from the southwest corner of the stockade, and over 
one hllndred yards from the south gate. I should judge it was about eight or 
nine hundred yards from the hospital on the road from the south gate to the 
hospital-in the southwest part of the stockade and in plai'n sight of a person 
passing from one gate to the other. 'l'he guards used to stand there; I saw the 
man in passing from the stockade to the dead-house with the corpse. He died the 
next day or the second day after; I cannot tell which; I do not know whether 
he died in the chains or not, but I was told he diel. A man who was in the hos
pital at the time when I carried the corpse to the dead-house told me so. 'The 
man who dicd in'the chain-gang was carried to the hospital, and from the hos
pital he was takell to the dead-house, which was in front of what they call the 
south gate. That is all r know about the chain-g-ang. That man was one of 
the four I was describing. I was never in the chains there, nor in the stocks. 

THE SUPP.LY OF WOOD. 

I have heal:d complaints made to Captain Wirz about wood. I have asked 
him myself whetlter I couldn't'have some wood to-day. The answer I got from 
him was this: "No', you damned Yankee, you want wood and then you go about 
calling me a Dutch organ-grinder." r am not a German, but we learned that 
Captain Wirz was a Swede. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I have heard the rebel guard speak with regard to receiving furloughs; they 
told me that every man who shot a Union pl:isonerinside the stockade was to 
get thirty days' furlough, aud three month!>' extra wages. It W'lS a rebel soldier 
who told me that. He was on guard at the time in the hospital; that was in 
August, 1864. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

There was a man 'who died in the same place where I kept myself, and I 
asked the sergeant who had command of the squad if I could get a coffin to bury 
him in by paying for it. This sergeant, Bush, said that Captain vVirz would 
not -allow it. He was a rebel. sergeant. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I do not know anything about it more than that 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I cannot tell exactly what part of July it was that the man died in the chain
gang. I cannot tell whether it was the first, the middle, or the latter part. We 
could not keep the account of days there. I have no idea of the time. I know 
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it was some time in ,Tuly, because in June there were twenty-three rainy days 
that I counted, and I know that it was shortly after that that this man died in 
the chain-gang. I cannot tell exactly hoW many days I saw him in the chain
gang. I know I saw him three days. It was outside of the stockade one month, 
in the hospital. It· was when I was in the stockade that I saw the man in the 
chain-gang. I saw the men in the chain-gang three different days. I have 
descrihed where the chain-gang was. It was pretty neal' the sto~ki'\. It was 
not close to Captain Wirz's headquarters; the captain'~ headquarters were a 
little to .the right of the stockade-a little to the southwest. All I saw of those 
men in the chain-gang was when I was casnally passing up to the dead-house. 
Sometimes four of us would lay the corpse down and watch the men in the 
chain-gang, and watch them for five or six minutes at a time, and sometimes for 
ten minutes. I did not see them fastened in the chain-gang; I only saw them 
when they were in it. The chain· was fixed with a shackle bolted around the 
right Ieg-. There was a thirty-two-pounder on that leg, with a piece of string 
to it, and the man lifting it up. The other sixty-eight pound ball I did not 
notice how it was fastened. There was a thirty-two pound ball around the leg 
of each. First, there was a shackle around the ankle and a chain from it to the 
thirty-two pound ball. The chain was about two feet long, so that the man 
could just take up the ball and hold it. When the men were not going along 
they would let the ball lie on the gronnd. There was another chain that led 
from the sixty-eight pound ball to the left leg. I did not take notice how it 
was fixed on the left leg. I have seen the shackle to the thirty-two pound ball, but 
not to the 68-pound. '1'hey carried that .tall. When they were sitting or not 
walking that ball lay on the gronnd. '1'he 68-ponnd ball' would be attached to 
four men. It was attached to the men for punishment, and to keep them 
together. 

THE SUPPLY OF WOO)). 
'" 

I asked Captain Wirz for wood in June; I don't know in whflt part of the 
month. He did not use any violence towards me on that occasion, but he or
dered the guard to disperse the crowd from m:ound the gate. There were not 
many of us crushing around the gate. I don't know how Captain Wirz came 
to say that we called him a damned organ-grinder. I suppose they did use to 
call him such names once and a while; I did not hear them. 

SEPTEMBER 9, 1865. 
JAMES E. MARSHALL, for the prosecutiEin: 
I have been in the military sel;vice of the United States, in the forty-second New 

York. I was a prisoner at AndersonvlIle from the latter end of Febrnary, 1864, 
up to September, 1864. I ofteu saw Captain Wirz while I was tlJel·e. I sup
pose I know him. 

SHOOTI;\/G OF PRISONERS BY THE aUARDS. 

I know of prisoners being shot by the guards. The first iustance I saw was 
at the northea~t corner against the hospital. It was at the time the dead-line 
was being marked out, but it was not then finished .. I saw a man shot there. 
It was in the early part of April. I saw the man shot by the sentry. '1'he 
mark of the dead-line was there, but the rail was not nailed on the top. '1'he 
sentry did not say anything at the time. The man died afterwards in the hos
pital. He was a sick man in the hospital then. He was not a German. 
recollect an instance where a German was killed. He passed me,and wllPn he 
had got about five yards from me he was shot by the sentry. 'rhat was at the 
northeast part of the stockade, in the month of May, 1864, I believe. 'rhe man 
had laid his left hand on the dead-line, and stooped on his knee to pick up a 

I 
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pic ce of mouldy bread that was within the dead-line, when the guard shot him. 
The ball passed through his back. It killed him dead. 'rhe seutry said some
thing about a furlough. -When the man fell he was not outside of the dead-line, 
and some of us made the remark in the camp that that guard would get a f'l1l'lough 
for shooting the man. 'rhe sentry said he would damned soon have another 
one; that he would shoot some more. Captain Wirz came up and we had to go 
away. When Captain vVirz heard the firing of the gun he would often come 
up. He told the sentry to make the prisoners go away from there; they had 
gathered around the man after he was shot. 'rhe sentry was relieved. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

When Captain Wirz first came to take charge of the camp he was forming the 
men into detachments, and they did not fall into ranki' properly according to 
his wishes. He stopped the rations that day. 'rhey had not had rations since 
th(' day previous. 'l'hat was in the early part of April, when Captain Wirz 
first came to the camp; the first time I saw him. 

M.EN BITTBN BY THI' DOGS. 

I saw the dogs at Andersonville. They were kept for hunting men whoes
caped from the prison. I know of their hunting men. I saw one mun who was 
torn. His leg was torn. He afterwards died in the hospital. '1'hat was in 
May, 1864. I cannot state the day of the month. It was sometime in the lat
ter part at' May. I know that the man was bitten by the dogs, because I and 
several others looked at his leg. He was taken to the hospital. I afterwards 
saw the man, but he was dead when I saw him. He died from the wounds. 
TIe died some twenty days after he was bitten. He died some time in the early 
part of June, in the hospital. 

A PRISONER SHOT BY WIRZ'S ORDER. _ 

I have not told all the instances within my knowledge of men being killed at 
the dead-line. '1'he1'e was man, ~cripple, shot at the north side.of the south 
gate. It was the" Chickamauga" case. The man was supposed by the people 
in the camp to be crazy. I have no doubt from his ways that he was 
crazy. He went inside the dead-line and said somethiug' to the sen try; I cannot 
say what it was. The sentry told him to go ant. He said he wonld not. The 
sentry said he would shoot -him. """Veil," said he, "I wonld rather die than live 
in this place." I and another man took hold of him and pulled him away. '1'he 
sentry said, "I don't want to shoot him. I would not like to shoot a cripple" 
Captain Wirz and two or three others came up to the sentry outside; he spoke 

. to him first, there, and then came inside the gate and inside the dead-line. He 
drew his revolver and called him several names, aud told him that if he wanted 
to die. come _to him and he would shoot him; he would blow his brains out. 
He turned to the sentry and told him that if he did not shoot him, or any other 
man, if he came to that dead-line again, he would try him by court-martial for 
his life. Captain Wirz went out. 'l'he man went up and laid his crutch against 
the dead-line and the sentry shot him dead. I heard Captain Wirz say some
thing about a furlough. '1'he man said, "If 1 get a furlough it won't be for 
shooting a cripple; some around this stockade would have shot him." 'rhat 
was before he shot him. I heard Captain Wil'z give the order to shoot, telling 
the guard that if he did not shoot him he would court-martial him for his life, or any 
other man. I next saw Oaptain _Wirz come on the sentry-box, a very few 
minutes after the shot was fired-immediately afterwards. I could not tell what 
was then said. They were talking something in the box; I could not hear it. 
He told the sentry to make us go away from the dead-line. " Chickamauga" 
:was killed. His lower jaw was blown right off. The ball carne out somewhere 
on theleft side, having struck on the right side of the jaw. 
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SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
.All I kno'w of anybody getting a furlough for shooting a prisoIler is by hear

say. I was not outside the stockade to see them go home on furlough. It was 
a remark among the prisoners inside-a pretty general remark-and among the 
sentries ontside. Whenever the prisoners saw a man shot, they would say of the 
guard, "He gets a furlough." I think it originated from meu getting a furlough 
at the commencement. I know by the sentries telling me. I was a prisoner, 
and had not permission to leave. I went outside sometime's, but with a guard. 

A PRISONER SHo'r BY WIRZ's ORDER. 

I cannot say how Chickamauga came to go down there. He was not clubbed 
.nor beaten to my knowledge. He was not one of the "raiders." He was a 
cripple, and had to go with a crutch. To my kuowledge he was not one of that 
galJg. The common report was that he went olltside very often, and was very 
free among the confederate men. It was reported that he betrayed us many 
times in our attempts to dig out. • 

SRPTEMBER 9, 1865. 
WILLIAM M. PEERLES, for the prosecution: 
I am from southwestern Georgia. I have been at .Andersonville, Georgia. 

T· was detailed as clerk; under Colonel Porno, who had command of the troops 
at .Andersonville. I werit there about the 20th of July, 1864. I remained 
nearly three months. . 

THE STOCKS. 

I saw several menin the stocks. I did not learn their names. They were 
federal prisoners: I was passing around one day during a hard rain, and I 
saw a prisoner in the stocks. He seemed to be near drowning. I rode up and 
put an umbrella over him. I passed up to Captain Wirz's headquarters and 
told him that the' prisoner was there and might drown. He remarked. "Let 
him drown,"using an oath. His words, as well as I remember, were ., Let the 
damned Yankee drown; I.don't care." In a few minutes some oue from his 
headquarters went down and released the prisoner-took him ont from the stocks. 
It was during a very hard rain. '1'he man's head was kind of erect, and it was 
raining down in his face. He looked as though he would drown. 'That was 
what caused me to make the report. 

THE SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS IN GEORGIA IN 1863 AND 1864. 

My residenc~ was about forty miles from .Andersonville. '1'he crops in that 
vicinity were very good in 1863. 

By the COURT: 
Q. What kind of crops?
 
.A. The grain crop, principally.
 
Q. What kind of grain 1 
A. Corn; and also some wheat and some oats. Corn was the most generally 

raised. 
By the JUDGE .ADVOCATE: 

We raised some vegetables abont there. I don't know that they were raised 
in very large quantities. Every planter raised enough to supply himself, and 
Borne raised a surplus. Th~ crop was not so good in 1864, though we had a 
very good crop down there m that y~ar. 'We had not a large surplus', The 
crop in the northwestern part of the State was very good in 1864; it was also 
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good in 1863. There was railroad communication between our vicinity and 
the northwestern part of the State; we had a railroad running direct to that 
portion of the State. 

SHOOTINC: OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I know nothing about rebel soldiers shooting Union prisoners except fl'om
 
.hearsay-nothing from my own knowledge.
 

By the COURT:
 
I heard it from some of the militia-the rebel soldiers.
 
Mr. BAKER objected to the witness stating what he heard.
 

By the COURT: 
Q. State the time and circumstances under which you heard it from the rebel 

soldiers. 
A. I heard it reported in camp that soldiers got furloughs. I know nothing 

of it except from hearsay.
 
By the ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE:
 

Q. Did you hear it reported in camp at the time men were shot? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you hear this remark in the stockade, or at the rebel camp 1 
A. At the rebel camp.
 
Mr. BAKER objected to the witness stating the remark which he Had heard,
 

because it was not connected with Oaptain Wirz.
 
The Commission, after deliberation, sustained the objection.
 

THE STOCKS. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I saw the men in the stocks in August, about· the 20th or 21st. There was 

but one in the stocks at the tiLne I mentioned, when it was raining. The stocks 
at that time were between Captain Wirz's headquarters. and tbe stockade, 
near the corner of the stockade. They were there aJlJhe time I ever saw them. 
He could have drowned, because there were two boards put around his neck, 
cut out so as to fit the neck, his head was erect, and the rain was pouring on his 
face. I thought the rain coming on his face would drown him. I never knew 
or heard of a man drowning in that way. I never saw one in that condition; 
I never heard of a man's drowning by its raining on his mouth. I pnt the 
,umbrella over him to protect him. It was but a few minutes after I pnt the 
umbrella over him when he was relieved. I don't know whether that man 
would have gone to release the man in the stocks without Captain Wirz's orders. 
He W3;S an officer there. I had good reasons to believe that Captain Wirz ordered 
him immediately to be released. He may have done so. rl'be remark that he . 
~ade was a very common expression. I cannot state whether it implied aay inten
tion of his to keep the man there until he did drown. I do not know what his 
intentions were. I saw Captain Wirz that day at his headquarters. I am sure 
it was about the 20th of Aug·ust. I think it was some time along tmere; I am 
not certain as to the day, but it was in that month. I had seen him passing 
around there before. I knew him when I saw him. 

The reporter, at the suggestion of the assistant judge advocate, read from the 
pr.evious cross-examination of the witness the following question and answer: 

"Q. Had you not good reason to believe that Captr.in Wirz ordered him (the 
man iu the stocks) immediately to be released 1 

"A. Yes, sir; he may have done so." 
By the ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

Q. Are you satisfied with that answed Is that what you intended to say 1 
A. He may have done so. I know nothing about the matter personally. 



256 

I 

TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

THE SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS IN GEORGIA IN 1863 AND 1864. 

By COUNSEL: 
Colonel Forno was commandant of the forces that guarded the prison. I was 

clerk under him. I went out with Colonel Furlow's battalion. I was a soldi~r 
uuder him, and acting as clerlc I remained in that position sllmething near 
thi"ee months, commencing about the 20th of July. I arrived at Andersonville 
about the 20th of July. I was not in the regiment until I went to Anderson
ville. I went right into it at Andersonville. I was farming at h0I!le on my 
own farm before I went into the regiment. It consisted of some 500 acres. 
made a tolerably good crop that year. It consisted of corn principally. I raised 
some peas (we call them cuw peas in our county,) also ground peas; I also rai"ed 
other vegetables-potatoes, cabbage, and beets. I do npt know how many bushels 
of corn I raised, for I was not at home when it was gathered. I don't know how 
many bushels were gathered; it was not even measured. It was considered a 
very good crop for that country hy all who saw it. I was not at home in the 
fall, the season for gathering it. . I was detailed in the quartermastets' depart
ment after I left Andersonville, ROme time in the winter season, about the 1st of' 
:February, and I travelled all over that country buying produce, and I found a 
large surpl us of grain throughout that whole country-corn and ppas, principally 
corn. The crops were gathered in the month of October, I think. The crops were 
larger in 1863 than in 1864. The crops were not destroyed in our section of 
country in 1863. Th~y were not destroyed, as far as I know. 'rheiwere not 
damaged nor destroyed in 1864. They were not destroyed nor damaged in either 
of' tbose years, to Illy knowledge. 

By the ASSISTA:'-lT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
Q. In naming the different vegetables which you raised, you are interrupted 

by the question of' counsel; state now all the different kinds. 
A. Peas, Irish and sweet potatoes; almost all kinds of vegetables that wonld 

~grow in that climate. 

By the COURT: 
I believe I have named the most of them: cabbages-collards grow better 

than cabbages in our country-beets, radishes, cucumbers, squashes, melons of 
all kinds, watermelons and muskmelons, tomatoes, potatoes of all kinds, thou
sands (If' okra. I have seen four or five acres of' it. Almost every· family 
rai.ses the vegetaLles I have mentioned; I do it, and almosL every family I 
know at'. 

SEPTEMBBR 9, 1865. 
W. W. CRANDALL, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United States, in the fourth reg

iment Iowa infantry. I arrived at Andersonville March 28, 1864. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I saw hounds used about there. 'l'hey were not what I would call fox-hounds; 
they were rather heavier; I should think, but I am not well posted enough in 
dogology to tell you what kind of dogs they were. rrhey were called hounds; 
'l'here were two kinds, however. I saw there three different packs. One or 
two in each pack, I think, they were more of a bull-dog. 'l'hey called them 
catch-dogs. I have seen the dogs there, and have seen men brought in by 
them. Some of the men were bitten considerably. I saw one man with the 
calves of his legs torn badly. He was a Union prisonel'. I cannot now recollect 
his name. He belonged to the same detachment as I, but not to my 90. He 
was brollght in there and a ball and chain was put upon each foot. He was 
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kept in that condition se~eral .weeks. He was kept there unt.il I went to Oap
tain Wirz and pleaded with hIm to take the balls off. He said to me that he 
could not do it. I then watched for the surgeons, and when one of them came 
in one morning to examine the sick I asked him to take the balls off. He went 
with me and examined the man: The man's leg had become badly swollen and 
very blue. It had a bluish putrified look. I told .the sUl'gpon that I thought 
the man would die unless the balls were taken off. He said he could not con
scientiously take off but one. He did· allow one to bc taken off. The man 
finally died, as I supposed. I buried a man whom I thought I recognized as 
the same man, but he was so badly emaciated that I might be mistaken, but I 
think I was not. The man escaped, I think, about the 1st of May. He was 
brought back the next day, I think; it may have been the next day but one. 
Those balls and chaius were put on at once and kept on him for perhaps three 
weeks, then they took one ball off. He retained the other when I was taken 
outside, on the 23d of June. Then about the middle of July (it might have 
been the last of July; I cannot fix the date, but it was some time from the middle 
to the last of July,) I but ed a man whom I recognized, or thought I recognized, 
as the same man. I examined the body particularly because several of us were 
acquainted with him, and' we all thought he was !he same man. 

NUMBER OF PRISO;\TERS BURIED WilO HAD BEEN SHOT. 

T buried dead at" Andersonville. I assisted in burying the dead from June 
23, 1864, until September 8. I was detailed for that duty. It would be pretty 
hard to tell the number of prisoners that I buried who had been shot, because 
it became so common a thing that we did not fix the number. I should say at 
least thirty, possibly forty, and it may be more. I cannot tell the exact number. 
I am speaking of the period from June 23 to September 8. The bodies would 
be brought in and the remark would be made, "Here is ano~her man shot." Itbecame 
so comllion an occurrence that I did not take any notice, so that I cannot speak as 
to the number. I would see, during those months, all that were shot, that were 
buried. I might not hear of them. The duty I was ·doing was covering up 
the dean. I became so accustomed that I paid little attention, and unless some 
remark was made to call my attention, I might not see ttrem. 

By the OOURT: 
I did not dig the graves; I worked upon the bank, :>hovelling in. That was 

my portion of the duty. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

By the ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
We buried the bodies in trenches about seven feet wide. I don't remem bel' 

the length, but we put 150 bodies in each trench. The trench was dug about 
seven feet wide and nearly three and a half feet deep; then for a foot or a foot 
and a half deeper it would be six: feet wide, leaving a six inch shoulder upon 
each side; then as long as we had sufficient help, there were men splitting pine 
puncheons seven feet in length. They were laid over the bodies, and then the 
'grave was filled. The bodies were laid upon the ground side by side as close 
as they could be laid. We covered them in that way until, I think, the middle 
of August, when some of the men detailed were taken sick, and there were so 
many more to be buried that we were short of help, and after that no puncheons 
were used. We then merely dug the trench, six feet and a half wide and three 
and a half or four feet deep, and buried the bodies that way.. Sometimes we were 
ao.crowded with work and so short of help that we could not dig the trench 
t4at deep. I think three feet was the least depth that we ever dug. 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--17 
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By the COURT: 
The trench was long enough for 150 bodies laid crosswise. The length, I 

should suppose, was about sixty paces. The width of the ditch, seven feet, was 
for the l,ength of the body. 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

By the ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
At the time General Sherman was on his march from Atlanta to the coast, I 

was on detail at work in the commissary near the depot. Every time the cars' 
came in we were watching to hear the news from Sherman. We were not al
lowed to ask any questions, but we were hanging about to see what we could 
find out. 'l'he report came in that General Sherman and his staff and 15,000 
prisoners had been captured and were on their way to Andersonville. Captain 
Wirz made the remark that he hoped to God it was so, bnt hardly believed it; 
that if they sent them there he would take care of them; that he could take care 
of more damned Yankees than any regiment at the front; that he had a good 
place to keep them. 

THE STOCKS. 

I know of a man being put in the stocks for asking to see his brother. His 
name was Austin; he was paroled in the same squad I was. I was on the banks 
of the railroid ;when a lot of prisoners came in. 'l'his man Austin made the 
remark, " There is a brother of mine.; I am going to see him." He went down 
tothe squad, and I sa.w him a short time afterwards in what we call the" spread
eagle stocks.", He was there from two to four hours. That was in the latter 
part of July. I asked another man who was there what it was for, and was 
told it was for asking to see his brother. The man had told me that was what 
he was going for. I do .not know who ordered the man to the stocks, no further 
than what I have stated. The stocks in which that man was placed were just 
above the south gate of tlJ,e stockade. They were the ordinary stocks. TIlere 
were two kinds of stocks there, but they were both near together. There were 
what we called the foot stocks, and also, as the boys termed .them, the" spread
eagle" stocks, which held a mall: by his ankles, his neck, and Ilii! hands. 

THE RATIONS. 

During the winter I was 'in the commissary there was a barrel-I don't re~ 

member the amount, but it was about a barrel-of stinking pork brought to the 
commissary; it was turned over by the men who were at work for Captain Wirz, 
and through his orders, and issued to the Yankees. The next day, or the next 
day but one, I had orders to weigh off the same number of pounds of beef, and 
had orders to select the best there was in the commissary and turn it over to Cap
tain Wirz. He came to me particularly himself and said, "I want, you to take 
particular pains ana: get me the best there is; it is for my own eating." I know 
that the pork came from his hands from this fact; he came there and said there 
was some pork coming from his house, and it was brought over by men who 
were at work for him. I was in the commissary and had the handling of all 
the meat there. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

When I was taken into the stockade, on the 28th of March, the men were in 
a very bad condition. I think there were about 7,000 there then. We were 
taken in in the night. There were the remains of pine logs and stumps, a few 
little remains. They were all piled up, and a little flickering fire had been 
kindled there. It rained badly. The men were gathered about there in hud
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dIes. They looked more like walking skeletons than anything 1 have ever scen 
before or since. They were so blackened by the smoke that one of my comracles 
made the remark, "How very poor these darkies are." We supposed they were 
all negroes. A great many of them were so feeble that it was almost impossible 
for them to get to the sink, and they did not. Five of us togethcr from the 
same company selected a particul~r portion of the stockade and fixed ou.rselves 
up as best w.c could, and tried to 4:eep it clean, but from the fact of being in the 
neighborhood of so many of those who were unable to get to the sink, it was 
impossible to keep it clean. 1 have many a time got up in the night and tried 
to drive them away, but finding them unable to get away, 1 have helped them 
away, and then helped them back to the place where they had arranged to lie 
down. 

SUFFERINGS FROM HUNGER. 

1 saw prisoners pick articles of food from the ground. Among those who 
came in there were some who had money, and those could smuggle in things 
and buy them of the guards, although it was contrary to orders. I have seen 
pics brought in there and sold. 1 saw one man eating a pie, and his stomach 
was in such a condition that he could not hold it, and he vomited it up. Another 
man made a grab for it, picked it up and eat it. 

CONDITION OF 'rHB PRISONERS IC'l THE STOCKADE. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
The prisoners were emaciated there at all times, from the timeT w~nt there. 

It was when 1 first went there that the. prisoners were so black that I thought 
they were negroes." There were men therc all the time who were so emaciated 
that it was impossible for them to get to the sink and back-impossible for them 
to take care of themselves. I arrived there the 28th of March. ' .. 

THE RATTONS. 

That exchange of meat was made, I think, in January, 1865; itunight have 
been in February, but 1 think it was in January. There were then, to the best 
of my knowledge, between six and seven thousand prisoners. I was then at 
the commissary. My duties were to weigh and load into the wagon all rations 
sent from that co'mmissary, to weigh the commissary stores into the commissary 
as they came there, and out of it when they wl)nt onto 1 went in the commis
sary the 1st of November and staid there all the time till 1 was sent away for 
exchange, on the 18th of March. 1 worked in'the building which has been de
scribed, but never on it. 'l'here were two buildings belonging to the commissary, 
one the building 1 am speaking of, and the other right opposite to it, west from 
the stockade. 

(WrTNBss pointed out on the diagram the building' in wh!ch he worked.) 
WITNI<:SS continued: The long building, when 1 first went there, was QCcu

pied, the most of it,' for the commissary, and one room for the quartermaster, 
and the other building on the opposite side of the railroad was occupied for 
the commissary also. During the winter the quartermaster removed his stores 
into the building across the railroad, and the commissary occupied the whole 
of the long building. That was the winter of 1864-'65-1 think in the month 
of January, 1865. Up to that time the commissary used the most of the long 
building, and all of the other building. After that the quartermaster used the 
small building, and the commissary used the whole of the long building. 
worked at both buildings when they were occupied. WheIl,ever they issued 
from the short building 1 went there. The quantity ill the two buildings 
varied. We handled them over when Captain Armstrong took command as 
post commissary. He relieved Major Proctor. 1 think it was in December, 

1 
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1864. There were then about one thousand five hundred sacks of peas, about 
eight hundred sacks of meal, and quite a quantity of rice. 1 cannot tell the 
quantity. 1 believe there were between one' hundred and twenty-five and 
one hundred and fifty barrels of molasses. There was a little bacon, but very 
little. 1 am speaking ll(')W of the month in which we took an inventory. We 
handled them all over. 1 think it was in December. There- was sometimes 
less than that, and sometimes about the same, and sometimes.. morl;) ; the quan
tities varied. 1 think during the month of November there was considerably 
less there. During tbe month· of December they kept coming in all the time, 
and from the commencement of December they increased up to that amount, 
and in some particular items went far ahead of that, and there was still more 
there all the time till 1 left there, except the article of rice. The crops, 1 
should suppose, would be gathered before November, but 1 am not posted as 
to the gathering of crops there. 1 suppose it takes some time after the gathering 
of crops before they are brought to market. Those articles were constantly 
increasing from the fall months -till the time 1 left, with the exception of rice 
and bacon, there was but v:el'y little bacon brought there after 1 went there. 
Some of the peas were very poor. Many of thettl were very wormy and unfi·t 
for use, but they were used. 1 cannot tell whether they were so when they 
came there. .A great proportion of those peas were there when 1 went into the 
commissary. 'l'he peas brought there after 1 went in were·most of them good. 
Some of them were bad, but as a general thing they were good; what was called 
good. 'l'hey were an article of peas which neither you nor 1 would eat, but 
they were good compared with others; they were not wormy.. They were not 
what 1 would eat now. We called them very good there because we could get 
no others. 1 would pass the commissary department before the fall months 
while 1 was on duty burying the dead.' 1 used to go in Occilsionally, as 1 was 
acquainted .with the boys who handled the rations, bnt we were not allowed 
in there a great deal. "1 could not give any particular opinion upon it previously 
to that time. . 

TREATMENT OF THE DEA)). 

When 1 was engaged in the burying ground 1 worked with those who dug 
the graves. .A man by the name of Byron had charge of digging those trenches. 
1 think he belonged to the seCORd Georgia reserves-either the second or third, 
1 cannot tell his rank. He was detailed to take charge of us. 1 never heard him 
give any orders in relatiou to the digging of those graves. 1 don't think 1 ever 
heard him give any particular orders, except that several times we made appli
cation to him to apply to Captain Wirz to get us more help, and he would come 
back to us saying that we must do the work ourselves ; that there was no more 
help to be got; but as to orders 1 do not know that he ever gave any. There 
was no restraint on us from digging those trenches as deep as we chose, except 
from the lack of help. We were never restrained from digging to any depth 
.we chose, but we were expected to dig a certain flepth. We might dig deeper 
if we chose. I never heard anybody order us not to dig ·deeper. 1 don't re
member that 1 ever saw or knew of any indecencies ordered or directed. towards 
those who were buried. 1 have seen them abused, but J don't know that it was 
ordered that it should be. 1 have seen them robbed of their clothing. I have seen 
them allowed to lie in the sun until they were so putrified that it was almost 
impossible for us to handle them. I have seen the rebel soldiera rob the bodies 
of their clothing, and 1 have seen our own men do it. 'rhis was outside the 
stockade, in what was called the dead-house. I never saw any corpses with 
their fingers cut off or mutilated in any way, except one or two who had lost 
their fingers in battle. 1 never saw any that were mutilated after death. I 
don't know that I ever saw any rings or watches taken from men after they 
were dead; I have seen their clothing taken off. I never saw Captain Wirz 
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robbing any corpses, and never heard him order anybody to do it. I saw no 
indecencies perpetrated on the corpses after they were brought into the burying
ground. There could not have been such indecencies often without some of us 
knowing it. Sometimes when a load was brought there it was impossible for 
us to cover them up at night. Their bodies might have been despoiled during 
the night and we not have known iI, bu t generally we would cover the bodies up 
with puncheons. The puncheons might have been taken off, the bodies despoiled, 
and the puncheons put back again, so that we would not know it in the morning, 
but as a general thing tlley could not have been. The bodies were not kicked 
or cuffed about, or handled indecently in any way in the burying-ground; we 
handled them oUl'selves. I did not take them' out of the wagons, but my 
comrades did. In reference to the manner in which they were handled, you 
might call it indecent, but they handled th'em the best they could. '1'here was 
but one team and they had to draw from twent,y to twenty-five at the load. The 
bodies were loaded in like cord-wood, the legs dovetailed together so as to make 
as much room as possible. This was so pretty much all the time. '1'hey never 
carried less than fifteen at the load, and I have seen as many as twenty-five. 
'rhey had to do so in oraer to get them there in time to be buried. I cannot 
tell whether there was a sufficient quantity of teams. '1'here were two different 
teams that assisted in drawing; thatis, there were two drivers. I know nothing 
of the teams. I paid very little attention to them, I know that the same two 
drivers generally drove them. I know nothing in reference to efforts being made 
to get more teams except what I was told. All applications that were made were 
made through the drivers, and I had nothing to do with I,he teams. I t was a general 
talk among us that we ought to have more teams. We cut pine trees, varying 
from eight to fourteen inches through, and split them into sla.bs from three to 
four inehes thick; that is whatwe called puncheons. They were seven feet long, 
just long enough to lie across the trench. We used those puncheons until near 
the middle of August. I commenced to work in that burying-ground the 23d 
of June. We discontinued the use of puncheons because we had not help 
sufficient to bury the dead and to continue splitting the puncheons. There were 
no colored men at work with me in the burying-ground. There were no colored 
men at work in connection with the burying-ground at the time I had anything 
to do with it, so far as I knew. I think there were about thirty Union soldiers 
at work there, digging, covering, making stakes, bringing water, &c. Our party 
at the burying-ground ran down to twenty-five sometimes; there might'some
times have been less. I don't recollect of any men being taken from our number 
by the officers, except those who were sick and obliged to go away. If there 
had been I would have known it. I don't know that we were ever interfered 
with to prevent us from covering the dead. We were sent there for the purpose 
of burying the dead 'tnd were subject to the orders of this man Byron, and I 
don't think Oaptain Wirz ever interfered with us particularly, except that he 
gave orders that we should have nothing to do outside of that-should interfere 
with nobody else. I don't remember that we ever had any interference from 
Oaptain Wirz or anyone else. We were interfered with frequently and abused 
like pickpockets for not burying the dead in better shape, but we did the best 
we could with the help that we 'had; but it was thrown into our teeth that we 
ought to work harder, that we ought to keep at work night as well as day. 
There were those who carne there, some citizens, some soldiers and officers of the 
rebel army, who made it a point to abuse us as badly as they could, and they 
took that as one means because we did not work fast enough. They would 
frequently make the remark that that would make a nice vineyard, that the 
Yankee bones would make nice manure, and that they would invite their north
ern brethren down to eat grapes from that vineyard manured with Yankee bones. 

..	 They would indulge in that tantalizing talk. A great deal of that was thrown 
at us. 
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THREATS OF WIRZ. 

I cannot fix the date when I was told that 15,000 were coming down from 
Sherman's army; I think it must have been in Decemb~r, but I may have been 
mistaken about the date; I believe I stated the circumstance; some one got off 
from the cars and made the remark that Sherman and his staff and 15,000 priso
ners were on their way there. The remark I have already stated was the 
answer Captain Wirz gave. The remark was made in the same manner that he 
always spoke of the Yankees, a disrespectful manner. I did not give all his 
language, because it was not decent. I saw 110 particular acts of violence con
nected with it towards any individual. Noperson but confederate officers were 
within his reach; I took pains to k~ep out of his reach and sight, because I was 
afraid to be seen there. I was more afraid of him than others, because he had 
given me orders not to be about there at that time. 

, THE STOCKS. 

The" spread-eagle stocks" would hold two; the other kind would hold·seven. 
The spread-eagle stocks were not the largest; I have seen the others used more 
frequently than the spread-eagle. I was put in the" horizontal stocks." I tried 
to get away and failed; I got about 160 miles; I was picked ]lp by scouts; 
they took me for a rebel deserter; they did not take me back as such; I told 
them that I was a Yankee; I was afraid they would hang me if they thought I 
was a rebel deserter; whenI told them that I was a Yankee prisoner, the guards 
who captured me treated me like a gentleman; that was in September, 1864; I 
left Andersonville the 8th of September. was recaptured, I think, on the mortling 
of the 19th, and arrived back at Andersonville on the 28th; I we11t from the 
graveyard. 

The ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to the line of cross-examination 
as relating to matter not embraced in the examination-in-chief. 

The COURT, after deliberation, sustained 'the objection. ' 
I was first permitted to go outside the stockade, to remain out, on the 23d of 

June; I continued out until in October, then I was put back again and was taken 
out again the 1st of November. When I went out of the stockade in June to 
remain out, I entered into an agreement with Captain Wirz; he was to allow 
me to travel one mile from the stockade, but not to go into thf>.. stockade, and was 
to assist in burying the dead, andto receive double rations, and was not to take 
advantage of that to escape; 1 did not take advantage of it; I escaped in Sep
tember; at the time I we11t away I belonged to what was called the" grave 
squad," and was washing the clot.hes of those who buried the dead; it was the 
same squad with which I had been connected since June. 

SEPTEMBER 9. 1865. 
WILLIS VAN BUREN, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United States, in the 2d New York 

cavalry; I was taken prisoner; I was taken to Andersonville June 7, 1864. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

I saw sanitary goods worn there by confederate officers and soldiers; I saw 
pants and blankets worn by them, I think, in .January, February, and March, 
1865; I knew the pants by the color and the blankets by the sanitary mark. 

THRBATS OF WIRZ. 

When we arrived there from Richmond and were drawn up in line, he counted 
off a squad and gave me charge of that squad, telling me I should be sergeailt 
of it. When I counted off the men of my squad I found that I had two men too 



TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ• 263 

. I called him and told him that; he said, "They have flanked in; God 
many, r soul if you let another man flank in I will shoot you," at the same 

y u
d.amn o • 19 hl.'s pist.ol, holding it before my face and cocking it. I thought at
tIme draw1I d' ,h . that he would shoot me; as he turne to go away he saId, ,. I can take' 
t e tl~e e of yon God damned Yankees than General Lee can at the front." 
caret mWirz used his pistol in his right hand; I don't know that I ever saw 
~ap am 'I. with the other; at this particular time, I think he used it with both 
h~m ~S:tland left hand; he had the roll of the squad in his left hand at the 
.IS fig d used his pistol with his right; I think he shifted the paper over to the 
t~m:t ~n nd and put the pistol in hia belt with his left hand; in marching the 
rIg d ~ the gate one of the men broke out of the squad to get a stick of wood; 
squa f the guards halted him; Captain Wirz cried onto "Why don't you shoot 
~:e God damned Yankee 1 shoot him! shoot him." '1'he man stepped back into 
th: ranks and did not give the guard time enough to shoot him. 

SUFFERINGS FROM H,UNGER. 

The prisoners, while I was there, were supplied with rations very irregularly; 
I have seen men in the stockade in a starving condition; at the time I went in the 
stockade it was so; I saw skeletons, men with the flesh all off their bones, lying 
and standing around and huddling over small fires-not fires to keep them warm, 
but fires to cook their victuals. Some were partially covered with blankets and 
some nearly naked. They were lying about iudiscriminately in a starving con
dit,ion. '1'he place seemed a perfect hell upon earth. I frequently saw the men 
hunting around the sinks for food that had once passed through men's bodies, 
undigested food to eat. " 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw men who had been shot there; the first case in which I saw men shot, 
I saw three men shot at the brook; I am not positive as to the month, but I 
think it was in the month of August, the latter part of August. I was passing 
towards the brook after water and I heard a musket fired; I looked down to the 
brook and saw smoke rising, and I saw a commotion in the crowd; I went down 
there and saw that three men had been struck, one of them killed, and the other 
two badly wounded. The wounded men were carried out of the stockade and 
the dead body was also carried out; I never saw the wounded men aft~r that; 
I do not know the names of either of them; I did not see Captain Wirz at the 
time; I did not hear anything said by the guard at the time; a man told me 
that the three prisoners who were shot were not over the dead· line ; I did DOt 
see whether they were or not. I saw another,man shot at the upper end of the 
stockade; another one that I knew was shot-I did not exactly see the sentry 
fire-was a crazy man that came by my tent and said that he was going over the 
dead-liue to have the guard shoot him; I tied him up to the rear of the tent; 
that was at night, and at 2 o'clock in the morning he woke me up and begged 
to be let loose, and said that he would not go over the dead-line; I let him loose 
and he went over the dead-line in a few moments after and was shot; I helped to 
pl~ll him ont and to carry him out of the stockade; I do not know his name; I. 
thIDk this might have been in September; it was after the three men were shot; 

.he was shot at what was called the north end of the stockade. north of the brook, 
clear back to the other end of the stockade, up where the buildings were erected. 

A PRISO:'llER SHOT·BY WIRZ. 

I saw a man brought in through the north gate who had been shot; he
 
was shot at the north gate; I do not know his name; it was in the month of
 
August-the middle of August, I should think; I could not say positively my

self what he was shot for; he was shot through the breast. He was passing from
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the dead-line to the gate. I understood he was shot by Captain Wirz; I gained 
the information from more than twenty men who were standing on the spot at 
the time and saw him shot. Captain Wirz was not there when this conversation 
took place; he was outside the stockade-outside the gate; this conversation 
t 10k place immediately after the man was shot; I asked the men, as I came up, 
what was the matter; they said there was a man shot. I asked who shot him; 

~	 they said Captain Wirz. I asked what for; they said for merely passing to the 
dead-line to ask him a question. I knew .the man's name at the time, but I do 
not remember it now. I might have been four rods off at the time he was shot. 
If the sentinel had shot him I would have seen it; I saw no other men around 
there, who had arms, at the time he was shot. I cannot give the date of this 
occurrence; I do not remember the date; I did at the time keep a diary of 
all such affairs as happened there, but I aisremember it now; I think it was in 
August, 1864. 

THE SlJPP{.IES FROM THE NORTH. 

Cross· examined by COUNSEL: 
I saw these sanitary pants and blankets on confedel:ate soldiers in January 

and February, 1865, just before I came away. I cannot state the number of 
those articles I saw worn by confederate soldiers. I saw them frequently. I 
saw soldiers haveblaukets on at different times, nearly every day. Some days 
I would see ten soldiers wearing them, and some days twenty. I saw them 
worn every day during two months. I did not see them get them, but I knew 
where they came from. They were sanitary goods. I knew they were sanitary 
goods by the marks 01'1 them. The blankets were smaller than our blankets. 
The pants were a peculiar color, grey. very much resembling the confederate 
uniform, with dark stripes down the sides. They were not uniform pants; they 
were citizens' pants; I know themsby their peculiar color. I never saw any 
like them but sanitary pants. I did not see them taken out of the boxes. I 
know they were sanitary pants by seeing our men have pants of the same kind 
that they drew ii'om sanitary boxes, that were issued to them by the officers. I 
think the blankets were marked" San. Com." They were a different gray 
from our army blankets, a darker gray. Probably I saw the guards have a dozen, 
probably not so many. I do not know how they got them. I never knew of 
our soldiers who were outside the stackadetrading their clothing with confederate 
soldiers. It was not notorious that they did so. The men would be very apt 
after getting clothes to keep them. I never heard of anything of that kind 
going on outside the stockade. I stated before that I might have seen a dozen 
blankets used, and probably less. I cannot remember exactly how many. . 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

All I know about these" flankers" is that they flanked in on us and were 
driven out again. I was sergeant of a squad. I would try to prevent them if 
I saw them. I did not have much trouble from that source. There would be 
frequent mis-counts made by the officers and they would be attributed to 
flankers, but we generally got along' well enough in the squad. I refEr to the 
confederate officers, non-commissioned officers and others who counted our squads. 
Sometimes the squads would overrun and sometimes fall short. They would a~ 
frequently fall short as overrun. 

SUFFERINGS FROM HUNGER. 

I cannot tell you why the stockade was a perfect "hell upon earth" unless 
it was because the prisoners were treated so-":nothing to eat, nothing to wear, no 
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fuel hardly any water; I certainly should not consider it a heaven or a decent 
plade. I can compare it to nothing but helI upon earth. As a natural conse· 
quence of the treatment our men received there, they were fighting and robbing 
each other. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

When I saw those three men shot, I was going down the hill; it might have 
been three rods, 01' probably five, from where they were shot. I heard the report 
of the gun. I did not see the man when he fired. I did not turn back and go 
to where the three men were. I was going in that direction at the time. I 
knew in my own mind thatthf) guard shot them. I saw the smoke rising from 
him, and I saw him recovering his piece. I do not know exactly where the 
men stood when they were shot. 

A PRISONER SHo'r BY WIRZ. 

I mean by saying that the man who was shot was brought in through the 
north gate, that there is where he was shot-at the entrance of the north gate. 
He had started to go outside, as I understood. He was shot between the dead
line and the gate. I think this was in the latter part of August; it was some 
time in August. I do not know if it was about the 20th. It might have been 

·the 2d, or it might have been the last. I think it was some time in August, but 
I am not positive.
 

(Witness here pointed out the north gate on the diagram.)
 
The gate was open.
 

DAILY RECESS OF THE COURT DISCONTINUED. 

Upon the meeting of the court on the 11th pf September, 1865, on motion it 
was ordered that the daily recess of the court be hereafter discontinued, and 
that the court sit from ten a. m. till three p. m. 

COUNSEL FOR THE ACCUSED REQrESTS THAT WITNESSES FOR THE DEF·ENCE 

BE SENT FOR. 

Mr. BAKER stated that some time before the beginning of the trial, those who 
had then acted as counsel for the prisoner requested that certain witnesses 
should be sent for, which, OIl application tothe department, was done. A num
ber of those witnesses could not be found, and some who were found had not 
reported. The developments of the trial had shown the necessity of having 
those witnesses or others in their places, and also other witnesses to meet new 
matter, which could Hot be anticipated.. The required witnesses were scattered 
in different parts of the country, mostly in Georgia, and were mostly in places 
with which there was no mail communication, so that they can be reached only 
by a special messenger. These witnesses were absolutely necessary for the 
prisoner, in order to enable him to make out his defence, which he believed he 
could do thoroughly, if proper facilities should be afforded him. Counsel believed 
that every member of the court would say, "Give the prisoner every means of 
making out his defence, cost what it may." The question now was, whether 
the necessary facilities should be furnished at the expense of the government, or 
whether the pl'isonBr must bear the expense of procuring those facilities. The 
judge advocate had desired some time ago that the prisoner should furnish a list 
of the witnesses which he required; but he (Mr. Baker) had been unable to 
prepare such a list thus far during the progress of the trial; but he would be 
ready to furnish to-morrow morning a list of witnesses, so that a special messen; 
gel' of the government might leave at once. 
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The JUDGE AnvocATE stated that, from ti!I!e to time, during the progress of 
the trial, he had urged upon the counsel of the prisoner 'that the rule of the 
court in reference to furnishing a list of witnesses should be complied with; but 
no such list had been fnrnished. Four weeks ago, a special bailiff had been 
sent to Georgia l;lpd other States of the south, maiuly for the purpose of procuring 
witnesses for the defence. At that time the prisoner himself furnished a list of 
witnesses required by him from that part of the country, stating upon the list 
that they were all that he would require. All those witnesses were present, 
with the exception of four or five, some of whom wel'e in Europe and some in 
Texas. As to Dr. White, no one could tell his whereabouts. If the develop
ments of the trial had shown the necessity of other witnesses. counsel for the 
prisoner should, in fairness to the government, give a list of their names, with 
their residences, and some statements of the points expected to be proved by 
them. All the witnesses who had thus far made their appearance, under the 
summons of the defence, there being about twenty such, were in fact witnesses 
for the prosecution, most of them at their own solicitation; so that, although 
counsel for the prisoner had said that his defence was ample, he(the judge advo
cate) was sorry to say that he believed it to be no defence at all. 

For the court to send another bailiff down throu~h thc south in search of 
witnesses would be an unjustifiable expense. Ifthcre were in the south any 
~itnesses whose presence was required, they could be procured by telegraphing 
to the commandants of the nearest military posts. . . 

.Mr. BAKJ>R. It may be well, in reply to the suggestion of the judge ad.vocate, 
to call the attention of the court to the fact that many witnesses who have come, 
subpcenaed for us, have been examined on tbe,part.of the government, and some
times witnesses have complained that improper language has been used to them 
to draw out of them something for the prosecution. I hardly believe' tha,t the 
ju'dge advocate would himself attempt to use the influence of the government to 
frighten or press out of our witnesses anything for the prosecution, and I will 
not charge it. But witnesses come here under very peculiar circumstances. 
Many of them feel it to be necessary to say and do all that they can to leave a 
favor.able impression with the government officers to show their friendship or 
good feeling to the government. Witnessp,s have remarked to me, when I 
asked them how they would testify, "Why, do you suppose I will leave anything 
undone to save my own head 1"'I'his, without requiring any pressure on the 
part of the officer connected with the gove);llment, would account for the wit
nesses summoned for the defence appearing willing, as the judge advocate says, to 
testify for the prpsecution. 

Mr. BAKER. in continuation, remarked that the absence of the witnesses sent 
for necessitated the pres~nce of 8thers to take their places, and additional wit
nesses were reqnired to meet evidence which could not be anticipated. Some 
of the witnesses previously sent for had purposely kept out of the way of the 
bailiff. What would be the use of sending a subp<BQa by mail to such parties 1 
In reference to the suggestion of the judge advocate that the defence should 
accompany the list of witnesses with a statement of the points expecJ;ed to be , 
proved by them, the testimony was so voluminons that it would take some days 
to, do so in the manner in which it is done in civil courts, and an adjournment 
for a week would probably be necessary. 

The court was cleared for deliberation, and when the doors were reopened, it 
was announced that the court had decided that the de~endant should present an 

. affidavit to the court, ~howing first the names of the witnesses, their residence, 
and reasonable ground of belief that they can be fonnd; secondly, the facts 
which the prisoner expects and believes he can prove by each of them, that the 
court may determine the materiality of the evidence; upon which affidavit the 
commission' will afterwards make the proper order. 

Mr. BAK"lR said that such astatemeot as would be necessary under the order 
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of the court could not be prepared by him in less than three or four days and 
during an adjournment of the court. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE explained that all that would be required would be a 
simple, brief memorandum of the nature of the testimony expected from each 
witness, such a memorandum as the prisoner himself, before the commencement 
of the trial, had prepared in about twenty minutes. . 

Mr. BAKER replied that such a memorandum, if it would suffice, could be pre
pared in a very short time, and without any adjournment of the court, and he 
would most willingly make it. . 

The reporter, at the suggestion of the judge advocate, read that portion of Mr. 
Bakei"s remarks relative to an attempt to influence improperly witnesses sum
moned for the defence. The judge advocate said that those remarks seemed to 
imply a reflection on the representatives of the government charged with the 
conduct of the prosecution, and h~ asked an explanation. 

Mr. BAKER. I do not think that my remarks contained any ·reflection upon 
the judge advocate. 

Thf' JUDGE ADVOCATE. If the gentleman has no charges to make against the 
judge advocates of this court, the language is highly improper, as it apparently 
censures those officers, suggesting a very plain inference that, in the opinion 
of the counsel, the judge advocates in the preliminary' examination have used 
improper language to witnesses. Speaking for my associate and myself, I 
pl'Onounce such a charge entirely false. The preliminary examinations on the 
part of the government have been made with all the fairness and courtesy due 
from any attorney or judge advocate toward any witness. '1'hose examinations 
have always been made, I believe, in the presence of clerks, reporters and others 
connected with the court, and I am sure that nothi~ has occurred to justify any 
such expression on the part of counsel for the prisoner. I therefore ask this 
court to order that an investigation be made, and the counsel be called upon to 
sustain if he can the allegations which he has made, so that if any officer of the 
court has acted in an unprofessional or unofficer-like manner he may be dealt with 
by the commission as he desei·ves. I think that such an investigation is due to 
the judge advocate. 

Mr. BAKER. In stating the impression of witnesses who had spoken to me, 
and who had been saying these things, I thought I was very careful to preclude 
any idea on the part of the judge advocate that I intended by any possibility 
to implicate him. The record shows that I was very careful, and it may be 
enough for me to repeat what I then said, that I have too high an opinion of the 
judge advocate to believe that he would do anything improper.· But the wit
nesses when they come here feel that they are under a restraint which we can
not feel, because we are not in their position, and they make these remarks. I 
suppose it is sufficient for me to state that I by no means think that the judge 
advocate could be guilty of any such thing; I wish no such construction to be 
put upon my. language. . 

The PRESIDE;.lT. As I understand the language of the counsel, it contains 
what is equivalent to a charge, ifnot against the judge advocate, against sqme 
person connected with the government. If it is not made in the form of a charge 
by the counsel for the defence, it comes at least in the form of an accusatory 
statement from certain witnesses. If the facts stated are true it is certainly in 
the power of the counsel to state the names of the witnesses. 
. Mr. BAKER, (interrupting.) I don't know their names. 

The PRESIDENT. If the names of the witnesses be given we can· have an in
vestigation of the question whether any improper attempt has been made in the 
part of any person counected with the court or the government to influence them 
hl their testimony. The charge which has been made is an indirect impeach
ment of the judge advocate of this court, and an indirect impeachment of the 
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government in whose name this prosecution has proceeded. I think, therefore, 
for my part, that the motion of the judge advocate is eminentlypl'oper. 

A MBMBBR of the OOURT. I should like to have the counsel state whether, in 
making these charges, he meant to imply. that such was the feeling of those wit. 
nesses, or whether he charges that any officer of the government has tampered 
in any manner with the witnesses. 

Mr. BA KIm. Oh, no. In the first place there is no language that can imply 
such a charge, and in the second place I had no such intention. The language 
is clear on the record. It seems to me that there is an undue sensitiveness on 
the part of the judge advocate, for in my remarksJI expressly conceded his kind
ness and gentlemanly conduct during this trial. 

A MEMBER of the OOURT suggested that the language which had been used 
was such t4at in his view an apology was due from counsel to the judge ad
vocate. 

The PRESIDF.NT remarke"d that the question was more than a simple question 
of courtesy between the counsel and the judge advocate. If auy improper in
fluences have been attempted to be used toward witnesses by any officel' con
nected with the government, such conduct should be promptly punished. 

Mr. BAKER. I have made no charges against the judge advocate. 
The PRBSIDENT. Do we understand you to retract? 
Mr. BAKER. I retract any insinuation which I may have been undel'stood as 

making that anything improper has been done on the, part of the judge advo
cate. 

The PRESIDENT. Or anyone else? 
Mr. BAKER. No, r cannot swallow my words in that way. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. '1'hen I hope you will sustain them by proof. 
Mr. BAKER. I make no charges against you; you camiot find any on the 

record. " 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. The court must have noticed that during the progress 

of this trial, certain journals of the country- adverse to the government have 
taken 'occasion to gather up just such charg-es as thp,se as the basis of accusations 
against the government and against the officers charged with the prosecution of 
this trial, and unless those officers demand some proof when such allegations are 
made by the counsel in the case, then the judges advocate must rest under these 
accusations. The charge which the gentleman has made is a grave one, which 
cuts my associate and myself to the quick, and unless the counsel retracts it 
wholly, this.court should, in justice to us, require that he sustain it by proof. 

Mr. BAKER.. If you could find any such charge made by me you might ask 
such a proceeding. 

'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATI'l. The gentleman has charged us with using improper 
language and improper influences towards witnesses. 

Mr. BAKER. Nothing of the kind; my language, as read by the reporter, 
shows that I simply repeated the language of witnesses. 

The PRESIDE:"T. We want to know who the witnesses are. 
Mr. B ,KER. '1'hat I cannot tell. When a witness catches me by the arm and 

speaks to me on the street or elsewhere, how can I tell his Dame? 
A MEMBER ?f the OOURT said that the whole question seeme<t to llinge on 

one remark whIch had been made by the counsel, that improper language had 
been used toward witnesses. If improper language had been used the court 
ought to know who had nsed it. 

Mr. BAKER. If the questiun hinges upon that remark, then perhaps that should 
be amended. 

A MEMBER of the OOURT inquired whether counsel still maintained that any 
improper language had been nsed towards witnesses by any officer of the gov
ernment.. 

Mr. BAKER replied that he did not know of any such thing himself. 
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The PRESIDENT suggested that counsel report to-morrow morning the names 
of any witnesses who had made complaints of the sort referred to. 

Mr. BAKER stated that he would report their names if he should be able to 
do so; . 

The PRESIDENT. If Improper language had been used, or improper influence 
attempted, it is :,ery pro1?er that co~msel shoul~ cal~ our a.ttention to it. and we 
are obliged to him for dOIng Sf). 'I he only object 1U askmg the names of the 
witnesses is that an investigation may be had and any guilty parties punished. 

THE SUPPLIES FOUND IN GEORGIA AND ALABAMA IN 1864-'65 BY GENBRAL WIL
SON'S COMMAND. 

SEPTEMBER 11,1865. 
Major General J. H. WILSON, for the prosecution: 
My rank in the United States military service is captainof engineers, United 

States army, and major general of volunteers. I have been operating for the 
past year in Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia, with the cavalry corps. military 
division of the l\'lississippi. During the latter part of the year 1864 and the 
earlv part of the year 1865 I have been campaigning in .Tennessee, Georgia, 
ana"Alabama. I am stationed at Macon, Georgia. After passing through the 
mountainous region of northern Alabama I found supplies in great abundance 
on our lines of march-insufficient abundance to supply a command of 17,000 
men without goiug off our lines of march for them. On going south I marched 
southeast from the northwest corner of Alabama t~ a point called Montebello, 
and thence south to Selma, from Selma southward to Montgomery, from Mont
gomery two lines, one to Columbus,. Geo~'gia, and the other ~o West· Point, 
Georgia, alld thence by two converging hnes to Macon, Georgia, and then all 
over the State of Georgia, from there to the GlIlf. We found lines of railway 
running very nearly in the direction of the march from Montebello. The rebel 
government, befor~ the invasion of the United States government, drew supplies 
ii'om that part of the country, from central Alabama to southwestern Georgia, 
for the wants of their armies operating in the field; that was their grand region 
of supplies. There was a railroad communication between the parts of' the 
country of which I have spoken, and Macon and Andersonville. 

THE AR.REST, OF WIRZ AND THE ALLEGATION THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD 
PROMISED HIM PROTECTION. 

'rhe circumstances connected with the arrest of the prisoner were simply these: 
On,arriving at Macon, as a matter of course, jnquiry was at once made as to the 
condition of the Andersonville prison, and who were responsible for its condition. 
I sent officers down there to investigate the matter, and among others Lieuten- , 
ant Rendelbrook, fourth United States cavalry, and one of my staff officers, 
Oaptain Noyes, now Th'Iajor Noyes. They made a trip there and returned, 're
porting to me that the man Wirz who had been in charge of the prison was still 
there. I immediately ordered Noyes to return to the prison, arrest him, and 
bring him to Macon. He brought him to Macon, and I do not know how long 
he was kept there; several days, however. The first party who went to Ander
sonville bronght back the paper-whether sent by Wirz or not I do not know
which has been produced iucourt; a letter addressed to me asking protection, 
among other thingA, on which I made an indorsement recommendiug the trial 
of Wirz. Afterwards when he was brought forward himself I simply remanded 
him to prison and wrote a letter to the Secretary of War, requesting that he 
m~ght be brought to trial, in order that the matter might be tho!,oughly investi
gated. No protection was ever guaranteed; to him by me. I ordered his arrest 
for the purpose of bringing him to trial, an'd for no other purpose, and with the 
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special intention that he shoul.d not have the benefit of the amnesty or armistice 
between Sherman and Johnston, so far as I could prevent it. [A paper was here 
handed to witness.] That is the letter to which I refer. '.rhat is my signature 
to the indorsement. The statement of the escaped prisoner referred to in the 
indorsement is the statement of, I think, three or four men whom I requested to 
make statements to accompany this paper, with the expectation that an investi
gation would be made. 

GENBRAL WILSON'S EXAMINATION OF THE PRISON, ITS CO:VDITION, HIS OPINION 

OF ITS LOCATION, AND WHA'I' MIGHT HAVE BEEN DONE TO RELIEVE THE SUF
FERINGS OF THE PRISONERS. 

I have visited Andersonville. I have examined the state of the prison and 
the buildings there and the country generally in the neighborhood of it. I pre
sume the court may have examined this drawing of the prison; it was made 
under my direction; it does not show quite well enough the topography.. The 
stream here called" Little Sweet Water" is a large creek running as much as fifteen 
feet in width and five feet deep, and runs only about two hundred and fifty feet 
from the corner of the hospital enclosure. If the main enclosure had been simply 
.enlarged so as to cross that creek, which could have been done very easily, it 
could have supplied all the troops that could possibly have been put there with 
ample water both for culinary purposes and for the purpose of police. 

'.rhe timber in the neighborhood was ample, and, as a matter of course, it 
being a grain-growing region, the means of supply of provisions were ample, anq 
the means of gettipg them there were ample. '.rhe creek on which the prison 
was located is not a large one, but simply a spring branch, little springs run
ning out of the side of the hill, making a creek which I suppose will not run 
more water than would supply for the purposes of an army a larger command 
than four Or five thousand men, because the water does not flow rapidly. 

There is one spring inside the enclosure, but that would not supply mor.e than 
a regiment of men, as troops use water and as they ought to use it. I visited 
the stockade some time in the last part of June or the first of July, this year. I 
found, I think, the remnants of some ten sheds inside the stockade, one set of 
five on one end of the stockade and the other on the other end. They were 
simply l'\l1ed roofs, supported by ordinary square timber cut from woods in the 
neighborhood, and covered with boards, nothing' else. I observed that the 
character of the buildings' outside the stockade was temporary. They were 
consJ;ructed in a similar manner to those sheds, except that the sides were boarded 
up. The commissary was a stockadebuilding, formed of logs; the others were 
generally sm~ll framed buildings, some one story and some two stories high, 
and made of boards. My impression is that the barracks erected for the use of 
the troops on garrison there were such as troops ordinarily construct for them
selves-huts. There were some barracks (which had, perhaps, been used as a 
hospital) which were fair barracks for troops. What troops ever occl1pied them 
I could not say. I noticed the surrounding timber. It is a well timbered re
gion, a region abounding in fine timber of a character very easily worked-pine 
particularly. Northwest fl'om the stockade there is a large pine forest, and that 
immediate region being a poor region has not been generally cultivated, and 
this forest was undisturbed. It could have been used for getting out shelter 
v.ery readily. It is just such a place as troops would like to camp in for the 
convenience of wood and water and such things as that, if they were going to 
make winter quarters, aside from mere climatic reasons. I have nothing to say 
in reference to that. I should say that it would require to enlarge the inner 
stockade one-third about 1,800 feet of additional stockading to be put up, and 
the outer one about 2,400 feet. It would require about forty days' work for one 
hundred men, working as soldiers work, but one hundred men could do the work 
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in twenty days, provided they did a full day's work and had all the app.liances 
f transporting timber from tbe forest-they would not have to transport It more 
t~:n a mile on the 'tverage-and all the necessary appliances for digging, .&c. 
There was plenty of black l~bol' to be ha~ in th~t co~ntry. I found no difficulty 
. obtaining laborers; the dIffi'Culty was III gettmg rId of them. You could get 
~ll the labor required there for any PUI'POs~ of that ki~d. . 

Q. State if you are able to make an estImate, allowmg ,that 30,000 pnsoners 
were confined in the stockade and that half of them, 15,000, were supplied cooked 
'ations what amount of wood would have been required to cook the rations is
~Ulid t; the remaining 1,'5,000, consistinll; simply of corn-meal, bacon and peas? 

A. That question is somewhat complicated; it would depend entirely on the 
appliances. used in c~oking. The quar~ermaster'sn;onthlyallowance for wood, 
I think, in summer tIme, or from May tIll October, IS a cord for every twelve 
men; that would reqnire about 1,250 cords to 15,000 men, and that I think isa 
very fair estimate. A man can cut two cords of wood a day if he tries; in, that 
timber certainly a workman would cut two cords a day, but a sold~er probably 
would cut only one; and it is a liberal estimate, because it would not have to be 
split np. About thirty men per day would cut all the wood required or allowed 
by the quartermaster's regulations for 15,000 men, and a guard of ten, fifteen, 
or twenty men would be ample to protect that number of men in the work. If 
you take the winter allowance it would be just double. I think they allow one 
cord of wood per month for six men in winter time, and, as a matter of cour~e, 
it requires sixty men to do the work. 

There was lateral drainage in the stockade, of course, from both ends of the 
stockade to the creek which rnns through it. There was no sewerage system 
that I could observe, excepting such as would naLurally result from the forma
tion of the ground. I observed no artificial drainage. 

By the COURT: 
I have spoken of sheds I saw in the stockade. They remained there when 

I was in the stockade. I found nothing in the way of habitations, huts, con
veniences, &c., for the protection of the men. I understood that those sheds 
were used for the protection of those in the stockade whose health was worse 
than that of others. 'l'he men had, for protection, burrowed both in the level' 
part of the grouud and in the inclined part on the hillside, particularly in the 
hillSIde. Those constructions assimilated to tents, but they were made in the 
gro~md. I presume they must have been covered over with fragments of boards 
and blankets and shelter tent~ and such things as they could get there, but there 
was no evidence of anything of that kind being there. There was just as many 
as could be put in that space of ground, and I suppose it was very close pac;k
iug, fo1' I saw no means of passing between them. I saw the interior of some of, 
them; I stooped down into them. I should .say as a general thing that the 
cbaracter of them was about like the ordinary shelter made by combining two 
Shelter tents; they might hold four men, but they would be very crowded. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I stepped down into the excavation which was used as a ground-floor or base 

ment. I saw no tunnels running under the s,tockade. I was told there had 
been something of that kind attempted. I examined half-a-dozen or so of those 
holes; I could see them all around in riding over the ground. 'l'hey all had the 
appearance of being houses for protection. I saw one particular kind of holes 
that I did not understand, circular shafts of the diameter of six feet, and sunk 
as far as I could see. They might be wells. They were up on the hill, which 
was some eighty feet above the level of the country, and they may have been 
made deep so as to get to water, which, if the water was at the ordinary level; 
would be forty or fifty feet. I exq,mined them the last part of June or first of 
July. , 
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By the COURT: 
If they took crooked timber to enlarge the stockade the men would have 

crawled between the joints, but the timber in that country does not grow crooked; 
as a general thing it is very straight. They could have erected a perfectly se
cure stockade without squaring the timbel; ; axes and shovels were the only things 
necessary. Saws and a few hammers might have been used occasionally, but 
axes and shovels would have done the work. Our soldiers generally worked 
with those, and they could make almost anything. I believe there were some 
few implements of that kind fell into the hands of our troops, but what number 
I don't pretend to say. Afterwards I put a man in charge of the place in order 
to protect it, and I think he reported to me that he had found a few tools; how 
many he did not say. The court may have misunderstood what I said in reply 
to the question how long it would take to enlarge the capacit.y of the stockade 
one-third. I did not mean to state the time which it would take to extend it 
across the creek. I think, however, that it would have taken but little longer to 
extend it across the creek and take in all the ground that would h.lwe been 
necessary for any number of prisoners that might have been p.ut there. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I would not undertake to say that the addition of one-third would have in" 

eluded Sweet Water creek, though possibly it might. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. The court will remember that Dr. Eldridge in his 

report said that it ought to have been extended in that direction. 
WITNESS. There is no question about that, bp,cause theri the prisoners would 

have had the use of an ample stream of running water all the time-ample for 
any number of troops-a st!;eam that could not have been exhausted, instead of 
this little branch. 

By COUNSEL: 
The larger creek is called Little Sweet Water creek. All three creeks come 

together within a half of a mile. I examined.Little Sweet Water creek with 
some care; I waded into it. At the time I examiued it, it was about twenty
five feet wide and about four and a half feet deep; that wasjust after a rain, but 
by inquiry of citizens in the neighborhood I learned that the stream was then 
at its usual stage, though probably somewhat swollen. Bya rough calculation 
I infer that the average width of the stream was about fifteen feet and the aver
a~e depth about five feet, with a velocity of probably a mile an hour; it might 
not be so much. It is rather a sluggish stream, though the water is clear and 
apparently sweet and good. At the bottom, the creek is somewhat wide, and it 
shelves off very granually. It has not steep banks. _ 

Q. You said you thought the stream was about four arid a half feet deep 1 
A. I am striking an average of the size of the stream, in order to state the 

volume of water that passes through it. 
By the COURT: 

Q. From the construction of the stockade and the general appearance of the 
work, was there, in your opinion, any exhibition of intelligent engineering? 

A. It. was intelligent enough for the purpose, but it did not exhibit any very 
humane engineering. It Was simply an enclosure stockade, and made safe for 
men to go into, with no earthly preparation that I could see for their comfort; 
and if there ever were SO,OOO men there, as I have been told there were, that 
would explain very readily ~he cause of the deaths. There were 12,000 to 
15,000 graves outside. I have been told that originally a six-horse wagon was 
used in hauling provisions, but that the stockade afterwards became so_crowded 
that a wagon could not go in at all, so that a cart was used instead. Whether 
that be true or not I cannot say. I conceived it to be very reasonable, if there 
were 30,000 men inside the stockade. The improvements which suggested 
themselves to me were perfectly apparent to anybody. 
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By OOUNSEL: 

A.ny engineer could have seen what I suggested, and anybumane man eould 
bave seen that that prison was either located for a very much smaller number, 

r if located for that number, it was with the intention that they shoRld not have 
~he bene-fit of water 'Or fuel, and the graves there led me to the inference that it was 
intended they should not have the benefit of pro.visions eit~er; the want of water, 
fuel and the lack of sheltei' are apparent;; I dId not notIce where the stockade 
thad 'been enlarged; Icolild not distinguish where it had been extended; I have 
been told that it had been enlarged, and I think that it had probably been ex
tended tOwards the north;; I shQuld infer that the stream. ran through the middle 
,of it, if my inference in regard to its enlargement is correct. The stream now 
runs about one-third of the distance from the southern end, leaving two-thirds 
-of the enclosure north 'Of the stream and one-third south; if I was to make my 
«)wn inference.1 -should simply say that if that prison had been designed for 
2500 or _3,000 men, of the size originally constructed, it would be a very good 
p~'ison if it had the other appliances necessary for their comfort; there 'would be 
~t least plenty of watel.', I should say there had never been any accommodations 
there for any number of prisoners. The Httle bake-house was probably the only 
thing that assimilated to any accommodations for the prisoners; there were two 
()r three ovens in that; that was the only place that I saw that looked like in
tending to give the prisoners that comfort which it was necessary for them to 
JJ.ave, it was a very good place for two thousand men, but a very bad one for 
thirty-three tbousand. My own impres'sion is that for atl encampment of two or 
three thousand men, it wotl.ld be as healthy a-s, anyone in the cOllntry. If I had 
been travellil!lg through the country and had been going to make a camp, I would 
have made it l'ight on the edge of Sweet Water creek; I would not have liked, 
probably, to have gone there t() winter my command or t@ stay there forever. 

By the COURT ~ 

I should say that the swamp in the stockade would be very unhealthy in 
,summer time;; it has a tolerably wide bottom, quite alluvial, the water sluggish, 
~nd would be very apt to breed. miasma. As to the condition of the swamp be
yond the prison, 1- did not examine it Iilit all. There is a little swamp in Swtlet 

, Water creek, none that woold be unhealthy after taking the timber off it and 
letting it be exposed. The ground wo,ttld havebeell quite as good there, and 
probably better, because where it was the ground washed a good deal; the men 
anbnl'l'owing disturbed the soil and it washed down into the creek, but the Sweet 
Water creek was large enough to clear itself; the ground was not so that the 
washing of the camps would wash into it; I hardly think somuch on the" Little 
Sweet Water" as the other.; I think the slope'at the" Little Sweet Water" is 
more 'gradllail and gentle; being a very large creek, it would necessarily be so. 
At the little creek the escarpments are very sharp and it could not clear itself very 
il.'eadily, particularly when covered across by the stockade, forming drains in it. 
I think there can be no qllestion as to the desirability of the two locatio'll:>; if 
youweregoing to put a prison there, Qrdinal'y humanity would require that it 
:should be put across the ,main creek, if it were intended to accommodate such a 
large' number of men; it WQuld have been only three-quarters of a mile from the 
depot; the creek rQns up in that direction and it may possibly cross the raiI~ 
lI.'oad. 

-.rUE ARREST OF WIRZ AND THE ALLEGATION THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD 

PROIlI.ISED HrM PROTECTlO:N. 

By COUNSEL; 

I <;ould effect the amnesty only by, my recommendation, whichI think would 
go s<;lJne distalice, as it evidently did. Captain Wirz was arrested, sent forward, 

H. Ex. Doc.. 23--18 . 
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and tried nnder my recommendation, I presume, as there was no other official 
action taken in the matter, so far as I heard of. That recommendation was a 
lett.er simply stating that the man (Win~) had been arrested, was charged and 
believed .to be-I am speaking, of course, in general terms, I do not undel'take 
to give the particular language-guilty of the infliction of punishment upon our 
prisoners at that place, and that the miscreant should be brought to justice, 
in order that the whole matter might be thoroughly investigated. That' wa& 
what I meant by saying that he should not have the benefit of the armistice. 
In order that the court may understand, let me say that I was left considerabTe 
latitude. I certainly had authority to withhold the provision& of the armistice 
from anybody that I chose, since I was acting under the orders of General Sher
man, under the orders of General Thomas, and under the orders of the Secretary 
of War and my own inspirations, and in the matter of the surrender of Johnston 
I received telegraphic information and orders to carry'out the orders pf General 
Sherman. I received direct orders from General 'l'homas to carry out another 
set of orders which prohibited everybody in the State of Georgia from the ben
e:fjts of· General Sherman's amnesty. In so far as the terms I was permitted' 
to give them guaranteed them only protection from the military authorities of 
the United States, I was there to do as 1 pleased and as the interests of th& 
government required me. If I had not done right I should ha,ve received the 
censure of the government. • 

Q. But if you had acted under General Sherman's orders, you would have 
been protected by bis orders, and if you acted contrary to them and acted under 
General ,Thomas's orders, you would have been equally protected r 

A. I would have been protected so far as General 'l'bomas was concerned. 
The question of rank between General Thomas and General Sherman would 
have been one to have been determined by others', but if I had made a mistake 
in the matter of Wirz, or in any other matter, important enough to attract the
attention of the government, I should have had to suffer for it, b~auseI had 
ample discretion. ' 

.Before sending for Captain Wirz I had no information tha,t he wanted my 
protection, except that document which cam,e up with the first party. I had. 
l'eceived it before I sent for him; that is my impression; I cannot positively say 
in reference to it, however. I sent Captain Noyes, now Major Noyes, and Lieu.. 
tenant Rendelbrook for him. Captain Noyes reported- to me his presence at 
Andersonville, and the fact that he was genemlly believed to be responsible for 
what had been done there. When I sent those parties I had 110 thought or 
knowledge that Captain Wirz was there. I had not supposed that any man who> 
was re~ponsible for so much would hflve stayed. I may have heard. there was 
such a man as Wirz and that he had command of the prison, but I did not think 
of it then. My object in sending the first time was to investigate matters con
nected with the Andersonville prison, and the atrocities alleged to have been 
perpetratl;ld there. As a matter of coarse if Oaptain Wirz, or anybody el&e, was 
there, they were one oHhe principal objects aimed at, though not specified in my 
orders to the officers or in my,own mind. I cannot remember what they reported 
to me about Oaptain Wirz when they returned, more than that he was there, and 
that sick and wounded soldiers, of whom there were some two hundred, and some 
of whom had been brought up, had sw;orn that he was the author of their condition 
and their misery. He was living there; I do not know if it was in a house. 
There were Union prisoners there. 'l'here were some two hundred and fitty 
shadows of soldiers, men who could not possibly have been moved without en
dangering their lives.' A great many of those men died after they were brought. 
to my hospitals. My impression is that the letter was brought by Lieutenant 
Rendelbi'ook ;it was brought by the party who went down. 'l'he letter, together 
with there presentations of the officers that he was there, and that they believed 
he was the responsible party, first called my attention to Captain Wirz. I think 
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the officers went back very so?n after.wards. I kn?w that I issued orders imme
dately for his arrest-verbal InstructIOns to Oaptam Noyes. 

Captain Noyes when he returned to me made no report more than that he 
had brongbt the man and had him confined under guard. Captain Noyes spoke 
of the family crying and expressing great fear that he was going to be hanged 
or made away. with. He brought the books and papers upon the first trip; that 
is my impression. Those books and papers were sent by Captain Noyes, at 
the time the prisoner was transmitted, to the Adjutant General of the United 
States army at Washington. He brought me, I think, a receipt for the books 
and papers. 

By the COURT: 

I did not give, or cause to be given, to the prisoner any assurances as an in
ducement for him to deliver himself up. Nor was any such assurance author
ized. 'l'he officer whom I sent being an officer of discretion and prompt obe
dience, I don't think he ever intended to give the prisoner any assurances of 
any kind, except that he shou1cl not be hurt just upon the ground at the time. 
He probably gave him some assurance of that kind, that he should not be killed 
or handled roughly, so as to quiet his family. Tllat, is my interpretation of 
the whole matter. I know that Captain Noyes had no judsdiction to give any 
other sort of assurance of protection. His simple object in going ther~ was to 
arrest Wirz, and we had special instructions to parole 110 person in Georgia, and 
to give no protection, to anyone except from the military authority. There 
were no prisoners paroled in Georgia except upon that condition. When I had 
Oaptain Wirz brought to my headquarters I did not 'offer him any safe-conduct 
of any kind in returning, except that the gRanl were instructed to protect him 
and deliver him safely into such hands as the Seci'ctal'y of War might djrect. 
My officers reported to me that they risked their own lives in protecting him. 
At Ohattanooga he was attacked by the troops, and but for the rersonal inter
position of Oaptaiu Noyes he would have been disposed of. Oaptain No.)'es 
disguised him in some way or another.and managed to get him through. 

GENJ"RAL WILSON'S EXPLANATION 01<' THE DIAGRAM OF THE PRISON. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
[A diagram of the prison was here shown to the witness.} This survey was 

made by my directions for the purpose of giving proper information to the War 
Department as to the situation of affairs at Andersonville. It is simply a survey 
of the projection of the surface of the ground and of the buildings. and the hori
zontallines upon it represent the planes of intersection with the surface, which , 
are supposed to be five feet apart, and the number of these curves multiplied by 
five will give the difference between the top and the bottom, the highest point 
ofground in the neighborhood and the lowest, but what it is exactly I cannot 
say. At this corner ,[illustrating] is the projection of the fortifications which 
were mounted with guns ill these little crotchets, the guns having ample sweep 
9verall the ground except near the edge of the works. I found the guns only 
in this one fortification, [illustrating.] I did not go into the oihers. 'l'hese little 
buildings, [illustrating,J around in the neighborhood, are buildings connected 
with the administration of the prison, all of a temporary character. The stock
ade was formed by cutting the timber from the forest. I think tl1at most of it 
had been taken'from the inside of the enclosure, the timber being probably fif
teen feet in height, and sunk into the ground five feet. The timber in the other 

. works was twenty feet long, the two sides being laid so as to fit close together, 
and then they were bandaged together by a strip of timber inside. Then along 
on tb,e outside, at various points, were stands for the sentries, and the sentry 
boxes which served as protection from the weather. Along- inside, from I don't 
knowwhat distance, were small palings of a single strip of deal nailed on the 
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top of little sticka, which was called the "dead-line." The onter line of the 
stockade was constructed pretty near in the same way. Each presented a large 
barrier, well protected in all directions, so that no person could get in or out 
except by receiving a very heavy fire. The earthworks were so situated as to 
receive troops for the protection and guarding of the place, and this one [illus
trating] is especially well designed to give the complete control of the whole 
interior works. I found guns bearing"on the interior of the pridon. I don't 
know what number, but this little crenellated line, lillustrating,] filled with guns 
and pointed as they only could be pointed, occupied that position in the works. 
A piece of embankment was thrown up here [illustrating] to protect these guns 
from the hill in the rear. I have been informed that the embankment was 
thrown up at the time when Stoneman was supposed to be going in that direction, 
and as a protection against anything coming from the rear. The enclosure had, 
I think, twenty-two sheds in it, constructed like those previously described, 

_	 with the chimney in the centre for the purpose of allowing a fire to be built. 
They had no siding and very slight accommodation of any kind. I saw a few 
cots in them. '1.'here was no flooring upon the ground .at all. There were 
probably one or two wells in the yard. Some of the sheds were unfinished. 
'l'his line of sheds, the sonthern line, was unfinished. I can say that this map 
is quite accurate, be.cause I examined the whole ground myself, and I know 
that the whole map was made with particular care by measurement, and was 
directed to be made accurately. This, together with pencil sketches, which 
were sent about the same time, will give quite as accurate an idea as could be 
obtained without a personal inspection of the ground. 

THE SUPPLIES FOUND IN GOORGIA AND ALABAMA IN 1864-'65, BY Gf'.:NERAL 
WILSON'S COMMAND. 

SEPTEMBER 11, 1865. 
GEORGE WELLING, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United States for four years as 

lieutenant colonel 4th Kentucky cavalry. :My regiment was ordered to Albany, 
Georgia. I took the command of the post about the first of :May. I passed 
very often up and down the railroad from Albany to :Macon; I stopped at An

, dersonville fifteen or twenty minutes at a time. I was never at the stockade. 
I was with General Wilso~'s command from the time it left the Tennessee river 

,until we left that part of the country, about the 20th of last August. The con
,federate commissaries and quartermasters who were located at Albany turned 
,over the stores and provisions they. had there. There were thirty-one thousand 
pounds of bacon turned over by Captain John Davis, confederate commissary; 
seven hundred bags of salt; the amount of corn I do not recollect. There 
was a large quantity of corn and bacon in the country through which we passed. 
IParties after we went there proposed to supply us with any quantities needed 
to supply General Wilson's army. There were three grain mills in the vicinity. 
The mill at Albany, which was built by the confederate government, had two run 

. of stones. A mill some four miles from there, which I never'visited, had, I un· 
derstood. the same number. That mill at Albany was capable of grinding fl'om 
fo1:11' to five hundred bushels of corn in the twenty-four hours. This mill turned 
over to us by the confederate goveJ;nment at Albany had a very good bolting 
cloth in it, and ground very good flour. We made very good flour in it after we 
took possession by it. They had a bakery there with four ovens, where they 
baked hard bread; some of that hard bread that I have seen was very good. 
Albany is thirty-five miles by railroad from AndersoDville. The confederate 
government turned over to us some twenty odd wagons. In the corral there 
were probably thirty or forty mules; agood many teams had been lentout to 

.parties when they found we were coming there. Some of them we gathered up 
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afterwards. (To the court.) I should say there were from fifty to a hundred 
bead of mule stock there, enough to run the wagons that were turned over. 
Farmers along the line of march from Macon to Albany had generally ox teams 
with which to transport grain. They had them on almost every plantation. At 
Vienna there bad been considerable stores, but the citizens had made a raid upon 
them when they heard we were coming, and had taken possession of bacon and 
corn and stock and had scattered it. I should judge Vienna is about forty miles 
from Andersonville. 

Oross-examined by COU:\lSEL: 

I inspected personally the mill at Albany only. That is thirty-five miles 
north by rail, on the line from Albany to Macon. That is the mill that could 
grind five hundred bushels a day. It had two run of stones-burr stones of 
the ordinary size. I ascertained that they could grind five hundred bushels a 
day from the quantity ground there after my quartermaster took possession of 
the mill. I think he made a report of the quantity ground in one day, the first 
day, but I do not recollect. I do not recollect how much was ground the first 
day. It was not necessary for us to run the mill np to its full capacity. We 
only ran it as we needed, or as citizens needed, Who brought in their grain to 
be ground, probably fl'om 8 o'clock in the morning till, 4 or r, o'clock in the 
afternoon, sometimes till dark. I am not familiar enough with the difference in 
grinding wheat and corn to state how many bushels of wheat that mill would 
grind in a day. I should judge probably ten bushels of wheat could be ground 
and bolted there in an hour, with each run of stone. Each run of stone did not 
have a bolt with it; the bolting was done for the whole mill by one bolt. The 
buckets that passed the grain up after it was ground were so constructed as to 
pass it from both run of stone. The bolt was the length of the building except 
some four feet at each end. The building, I think, was forty to forty-five feet. 
The bolt was probably forty feet. We only made one quality of flour in it. 
1cannot say whether the bolt all through was of the sa.me thickness. I never 
heard of a bolt that would make one portion coarse flour, one portion fine and 
one superfine. I never had anything to do with mills except to send grain to 
the mill. I should judge that this would bolt from ten to twelve bushels an 
hour. I am basing this calculation on the amount turned out there by the mil
ler to the quartermaster. He has turned out, I think, as high as the proceeds 
of a hundred bushels of wheat that was ground in one day. It WtLS rather dif
ficult to tell the precise amount from the fact that we were receiving custom 
there. We accommodated the country farmers, who would bring inprobably fro~ 
25 to 30 bushels of wheat to a load. We would not gdnd some for them and 
get a hundred bushels for ourselves. I spoke'of a hundred bushels as being all 
the wheat ground in a day for the farmers and onrselves. My quartermaster 
was Captain Hunter. I have had reports from him in the same way in refer
ence to corn-meal, but I do not recollect the exact quantity. I should think 
they would grind in an hour about ten, perhaps fifteen bushels. I do not know 
whether the mill was run up to its full capacity; that would make two hun
dred and forty bushels in the twenty-four hours for one stone. I meant ten 
bushels an hour for one stone; I should judge in both stones from twenty to 
thirty bushels. I cannot say precisely the amount my quartermaster reported. 
He has reported to me the amount he ground, and on that report I based my cal
culations of the amount of work the mill would do. It came up to five hun
dred bushels a day, as near as I now recollect from the reports I received. 
have been in there and seen it coming through the spout. '1'he spout was prob
ably four or five inches square. The bags of salt were stored in the store
house at Albany. There were small supplies received from the tithe gatherers. 
Albany was the general receiving depot for that section of country. In each 

I 
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county thf're was a tithe agent who g'athered and sent supplies in there. That 
was the depot for the gathering of all supplies for four counties, Baker, Doherty, 
Rives, and Worth. 

SEPTEMBER 11, 1865. 
PATRICK BRADLEY, for tIle prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the United States in the 2d Massachusetts 

regiment. I was captured at Plymouth, North Oar'llina, on the 20th of 
April, 1864, and arrived at Andersonville some time in the same month. I 
remained there between five and seven months. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

I saw the prisoner there. The first time I ever saw him strike a prisoner was 
at the south gate, where all the prisoners went in the morning for their medi· 
cine or to go out to hospital. Oaptain Wirz as a general thing came there as 
commandant of the interior to see if everything was going' on right. This man 
asked him if he could go out, I do not know whether for medicine or what. 
Oaptain Wirz took his pistol from his side and struck the man with the butt of 
the pistol on the head. I thil'lk the man's name was McGowan. He belonged 
to my own company. Hds dead and I think his name is now in the hall of 
the House of Representatives as a man missing. He died as fas t as he could 
possibly die after he was struck. I think it was in June, 1864. I cannot tell 
exactly, as all the records that I had are with the fourth Michigan cavalry. 
Every man who was shot there I put down on this record, as being connected 
with the court which we esta,blished ourselves. Further than that I cannot re
collect, because it was optional with us whether we would live an hour or a day. 
We therefore never took it into consideration to recollect dates. I have seen 
certain parties tied by their thumbs with their toes to the ground, in this posi
tion, [illustrating it.J They were tied up generally for trying to get away or for 
whatever the people in authority saw fit to punish them for. Captain Wirz was 
commandant of the interior of the prison and his name was upon the office. I 
never heard him order prisoners tied up by their thumbs; it was always done 
by subordinates; every military man knows that. 

TREATME~T OF THE DEAD. 

The only coffins'that ever were· there for the seven months while I was there 
I furnished myself for a comrade of mine in the seventhPennsylvania reserves. 
I went out to Captain Wirz and asked him if I could have some boards to make 
a coffin. He was sitting at his tent door. He told me to get into the stockade, 
to clear in. I cannot say the precise words that he used. I came into the 
camp after he had forced me in, and after he had refused me the boards, and I 
went to work and stole some boards for that" Paddy" man from the building 
they were putting up as a hospital, and we made a box for him. '.rhat was the 
only coffin used while I was in prison. Oaptain Wirz's general reply to prisoners 
was with a pistol. His precise words when I applied to him I cannot say. He 
pulled out his pistol and made me go inside the camp. I did not ask him for a 
coffin; I asked him f9r boards to make a box. His answer was, as neal' as I 
recollect it, "Go in, you son of a bitch." That was threat enough with the pistol 
at my head. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I have seen a man shot there. The first time I ever saw the prisoner in con
nection with any shooting party was at the south gate, about five feet from the 
dead-line. The prisoners were divided into" nineties." There had been some 
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mistake in some ofthe "nineties." The captain came to the gate and saw some 
f the sergeants of" nineties." It was the general rule to stop the ration of any 
~ ninety''' from which a member was missing, and the sergeants came to him in 
order to save their ninety men from lacking their rations. Perhaps he thought 
ihey crowded a little, and he ordered the sentinel on the outside of the south 

ate'to .fire. He repeated the order three or four distinct times. '1'he sentry 
fhen cocked his musket and fired at perhaps what he tho~lght the party, and he 
flhot this man who was five feet from the dead-line. That was the first man I 
saW shot there. I do not know his name. I think I would know it if I heard 
it. It did not sound like" Ott." That was in June, I think; I cannot say 
what part 0f June. All the .men that were shot from the ti~e I we.nt there till 
the time 1 'left, I had put down. I kept a COl-rect record of It, as bemg selected 
by the parties in public meeting so to do. I think that these records are with 
the fourth Michigan now. I have seen two more shot. All of the parties that I 
saw shot were shot ·on. that line between the. north and south gate. That was 
ibefore the new stockade was built, between J nne and August. '1'he next oue I 
saw shot were further down from the stream, towa·rds the north gate. The stockade 
ran between two hills, with a swamp in the middle. The other party was shot 
between the north gate and the stream. Captain Wirz durst not be present 
when the man 'Was shot. 

Q. By whose order was he shot, and under what circumstances,1 
A. There was no overruling power there at alL A sentry could shoot a man 

just when he saw fit.
 
TheCouRT, Answer the question.
 
WITNESS. Nor do I know how.
 

Cross-examilled by COUNSEL ~ 

I think I said I saw three men shot wllile I was there. The first one r saw 
'Shot was about five feet -fl'om the dead-line on the south side. 

Q. That is the one that was accidentally shot 1 
WITNESS. Did I say aecidentally1 
The reporter, by directielU of the court, read the witness's testimony on this 

point. 
Q. Was that the first instance you saw 1 
A. I have sworn to it. 
The second man that was shot was between ·the north and the south gate, a 

little from the dead-line, on what they calledWater street. It was understood 
that Captain Wirz was a regularierrol' there, and whenever he came around every
body went into their tent except those who were making money by trading. I 
could not say from whom the order came, but this man was shot on Water street 
between the nortll and south g~tes. 

Q. Was it the dea-d-line on the north or on the south 1 
A. It was what I called south, facing Florida. The new stockade was on 

the n6rth. . 
Q. Then this man was right in the middle 0f the stockade'1 
WITNESS. Don't let me put hIm in the swamp as you did the other day. He 

was neithel' at nQ.rth nor south; _he was facing the new stockade at the l1t 
hand going in to the south gate. He was not e-lose to the Bouth gate going in. 
He was between the north and the south gates on Water street. 

PRIOYERS WHIPPED BY WIRZ'S ORDEIl.. 

SEPTEMBER 11, 1865. 

.~OHN FiSHER, (colored,) for the prosecution: 
I am a soldier in the United States army. I am in the eighth United States 

regiment.. I was a prisoner at Andersonville. I was taken on the 20th of Feb
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ruary, 1864, and taken there in May, 1864. I received: very bad' treatment 
there. I was bue-ked and gagged. and whipped with thirty-nine lashes. I wa~ 
bucked because I would not go to work. Captain Wirz ordered· me to be 
whipped;. so the man said who was in e-harge of the squad. He went to see 
Captain Whiz, and when he came back he said Captain Wirz ordered me to be' 
whipped. He gave me thirty-nine lashes. This was in October, 1864. I was 
bucked and gagged at the sanie time. That was the only time. I have. seen 
the prisoner there many ,a time. I saw him draw a pistol to I:'hoot a prisoner 
named George Brown. He was going after some shovels, and eoulC! not run as 
'fast as Captain Wirz wanted him. Captain Wirz drew his pistol and said if he 
did not run he would shoot him. I saw no others whipped there. I saw others 
after being whipped. They were Isaac Hawkins,·Abe Woodward, and George 
Washingt0n. That was in September. Two of them were whipped at the 
graveyard. I was not present when they wei'e ordered to be whipped. :I 
did not see them while they were being wMpped. I just saw th.em aftm' they 
were whipped. They had marks upon them of the strap with which they had 
been whipped. They were not -badly whipped; the blood was Dot draw:l,\. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: . 

I was bucked only once. I was buckeu because I did not go out to work· 
I was barefooted and naked, and they wanteu me to go out to work and I would 
not do it. Mr. Smith went to Captain. Wirz to see what he would do with 1]1e. 
He told him to whip me and set me to work. I did not go to Captain Wirz;. Mr. 
Smith went. He said he did. That was about the first of October. I was 
outside. I remained bucked no lONger than while they were whipping me. 
They did not take long to give thirty-nine lashes;. I suppose about five or ten 
minutes. I was gagged at the same time. J was bucked and gagged and then 
stripped and whipped. I did not use any insulting language. I nevel' said 8J 

word. I dared not say anything. 'That was the only time I was bucked, gagged. 
and whipped. I never saw anyone else bue-ked, gagged, or whipped, but I saw 
them after they were whipped. I saw three after they were whipped. They 
were colored nien. One of them was about my color and the others darker. 
They w1lre whipped on the back. If I had seen the waelks upon their backs 
I should have thonght they had been whipped if I hadn't heard anything 
about it. The whipping leaves upon the back the marks of the strap. I do not 
kn?w whether it was the same strap they whipped me with. The stmp they 
whIpped me with was two and a half feet long, and as broad as my three 
fingm·s. I noticed eight or ten marks on the back of each of these men. That. 
was about the first of September. 

By the CouRT: 
This man Smith was over the working squad, in charge of the squad. He 

was aconfederate. 

SEPTEMBER 11, 1866. 
HENRY C. Lum.L, for the prosecution ~ 

I was in the military service of the United States;. in the one hundred anill 
forty"sixth New York regiment. I was taken to Andersonville on the 23d day 
of May, 1864, and left thm'e in September, 1864. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

The rations were stopped; I do not recollect the date;. it was eithel" the sd. 
4th, and 5th of July, or the 1st, 2d. and 3d of July. My rations were stopped 
three or four other times during my imprisonment there. They were stopped 
sometimes on account of men being absent from roll-call, and at other times for 
interfering with the l'ations when they were brought in. I have seell the 
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risoner there. I called at his quarters one day with some two hundred others. 
tre made a remark at that time that he heard there was a plot made to break 
ou~ and he said, ," You think we haven't got bread enough to keep you. We 
ha;e bread enough on hand to keep you for twenty years." 

PRISONERS WHIPPED BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I saw one colored man whipped there. I do not know his name. I think I 
would know him if I saw him. I do not know how many lashes he received; 
I think it was fifty. He was whipped for not going out to work in the 
morning.,
 

THE SUPPLIES FROM 'THE NORTH.
 

I think. I have seen two sanitary blankets worn by the rebel guard. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARD. 

I have se'en three meu shot and several who were shot. I saw quite a number 
after they were shot; I should say upwards of fifteen. It was quite a common 
occurrence. The name of one of the men which I saw shot was Howard; he 
belonged to a western regimeut; I cannot tell exactly to what regiment. He 
was shot on the 18th of August, 1864. in the stockade about ten yards from the 
dead-line. He was shot for nothing that I know of; one of the septries shot 
him. He took deliberate aim at him. I did not see Oaptain Wirz present; 
this was the last man I saw shot. I think it was about the 28th of May that I 
saw the first man shot. I had only heen in the stockade about four or five 
days. He was shot on the east side of the stockade. He was going down to 
the sink there, and in passing, as the mud was very deep, he attempted to avoid 
a deep mud·hole by stepping a little aside at the dead-line. 'l'here was no 
railing at that particular point, and, swinging his body over there to avoid a 
mud-hole, the sentinel fired on him and shot hiII;l in the hip. I do not know 
that he died. Howard was taken out ~o the hospital. I went with him to the 
gate and spoke to the doctor, asking him if it was allowed to shoot men as far 
inside the stockade as that. I could not get any satisfaction from him; he only 
said," this man must go to the hospital." I sent a note to Oaptain Wirz about 
it; I do not know that he got the note; I sent it by the sergeant who called 
our rolL. I never saw Howard after that. The ball struck him in the mouth. 
:r never saw the second man after he was shot; he was taken to the hospital. 
The other case was at the creek: he was shot when getting water; Oaptain 
Wir'z was not present. That man was shot about the middle of July; he was 
hit in the breast; he died there on the spot. He was liot over the dead·line 
when he was shot. He was searching for water. 'l'he water was very greasy 
and muddy. He was reaching out for clear water when the guard shot him. 
1 heard nothing said by the guard. ' 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 

Q. You say you saw as many as fifteen men who were shot; did you see any 
of them shot?' . 
A~ No, sir; I saw them after they were shot; I saw them carried out from 

the stockade. . 
Q. You do no~ know whether they received their wounds before going into 

the stockade or after l' , 
A. No, sir; I don't. 
(Upon the meeting of the court on the 12th of September, 1865, Mr. Baker 

pres~nted a statement of the names of some of the most important witnesses 
requIred for the defence, together with the nature of the evidence which they 
!lXe (lxpectedto give.) 
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SEPTEMBER 12, 1865. 
F~LIX DE LA BAUME, for the prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the United States,. in the 35th 'New York 

volunteers. I was prisoner of war at Andersonville from July. 8, 1864, till 
~pri119, 1865. 

WIRZ SHOOTS TWO MEN. , 
I know the prisoner, Captain Wirz. On the 8th of July 1 arrived at An

dersonville, with three or four hundred other prisoners, most of them s.ick and 
wounded. We were brought up to Captain Wirz's headquarters, were drawn 
up in line four ranks deep, and kept there for a considerable length of time, 

'without any business being transacted. The guards had orders to let none of 
us go to the water. One {)f the prisoners was attacked with epilepsy or fits; 
he fell down; some of his friends or neighbors standing near him ran down to 
the creek after water. 1 don't know whether they had permission of the guard; 
I suppose so, bucause the guard was tied up by the thumbs fo[' permitting them 
to do so. First I heard a shot fired, without seeing who fired it. After hearing 
that shot fired 1 looked down to the left and 1 saw Captain Wirz fire two more 
shots, wounding tWQ men. One of them was carried up near his headquarters, 
and in my opinion was in a dying condition. The other ,was wounded too, but 
I did not see him again. 1 never saw him afterwards. The one who was carried up 
near the headquarters was wounded somewhere in the breast. Captain Wirz 
had a revolver in his hand.. I was perhaps twenty paces distant from him. 1 
am not positive about the distance. The prisoner whom he shot was not very 
far from llim. I am certain 1 saw Captain Wirz discharge the pistol in his 
hand. 1 did not myself see the man who was brought up to headquarters 'die; 
but he was evidently in a dying condition, judging by his appearance; 1 never 
saw him again. We were not allowed to speak to the guard, and 1 could 
not make any inquiries. Captain Wirz asked the lieutenant of the guard, 
"Where is the guard who allowed this man to fall out of the ranks." The guard 
was pointed out, and Captain Wirz ordered him to be tied up by the thumbs 

. for two hours. After this Captain Wirz pointed out the man, and said, "'That is 
the way I get rid of you damned sons of bitches." I myself saw the man fall 
down; he had epileptic fits, and I was informed that the men ral'l after water 
for him.We had not received any water all night; they kept us aU night in 
the cars; on the way down from Macon to Andersonville we had no water. 
When we passed the creek we wished to get some water, but we were not al
lowed to have any. We were kept there at the. headquarters of Oaptain Wirz 
for about two hours, without receiving a drink. We were then divided into 
squ.ads and transported into the stockade. 1 was taken out with four other men 
to be put into the 71st detachment, and was shortly afterwards taken away from 
~he headquarters into, the stockade. All -I can state as to whether the man 
died from that gunshot wound is that he was in my opinion in a dying condition; 
I judged so from his heaving up and down and from his gasping for breath. 1 
have seen many men on the battle-field in the same condition, and they always 
died shortly afterwards. '1'he blood was running out from his breast or the 
middle of his body somewhere. All 1 heard about it afterwards was from a 
rebel sergeant; I think his name was Colby; he said the man died; he told me 
that some time after 1 was in the stockade. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

In the month of Decembel', 1864, when it was so very cold, we did not receive 
any wood in the hospital. 1 obtained sometimes a pass from Edward Young, 
who was chief cook there, and from Jim Lane, who was also a cook; they were 
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Federal prisoners. On those passes I used to go outside of the hospital en
closure to gather up some wood, so as to have some fire in the tent where I stopped. 
Going out one day, I saw a man named Edler, a private in the 39th New York' 
volunteers, who was captured on the 6th of February near Martinsburg. I saw 
him tied, with an iron collar round his neck, to a post. As I had the pass of 
another man, which was always punished when it was found out, as soon as I 
saw 'Oaptain Wirz standing near him I went off, so as not to be captured my
self, because if Oapt.ainWirz had found out th~t I had the pass of another man 
he would have pUnIshed me too. I heard thIS man Edler say something to 
Captain Wirz, w~ereupon Oaptai~ Wirz. said, " One w?rd more, and I will blow 
your damned bram to hell," holdmg a pIstol towards hIS head. I have drawn a 
representation of that scene. (A drawing being exhibited,to witness ~) I draughted 
this from recollection. This figure represents a guard standing over the man. 
That is a true representation. '1'he1'e was a guard, a captain, and some other 
roan. r only represented one guard, but there were some more rebels about 
there. 

(The drawing was then placed in evidence.) 
The man was afterward sent back to the hospital, of which he was an inmate. 

As he belonged to my regiment I took an interest in him, and as soon as he 
came back to the hospital I went to his tent to make inquiries, but his neck and 
his' tongu~ were so much swollen that he was unable to speak, and was evidently 
in a dying condition. The nurse, named Butsell, told me that the man was pun
ished for having gone out on a forged pass. The man died two or three days 
afterward; I only visited him once while in that condition; the second time I ' 
went there he was dead; I cannot say whether the swollen neck and tongue 
still continued. 'l'he first time I was there his neck and tongue were very 
much swollen; when I came there again he was dead. I don't think he died 
from the effects of that iron collar round his neck alone; if he had been a stout, 
healthy man, he might have stood it; but he was very far reduced already, 
alm(lst to a skeleton, by starvation, before he was put in the irons. His neck 
or tongue was not swollen before he was put in the irons. He was able to speak 
before he was put in the irons. This circumstance happened near the end of 
December, 1864, after Ohristmas. I have seen men bucked and gagged. In 
going out on these passes of which I have spoken, I had several opportunities 
of seeing men bucked and gagged. I have drawn a representation of the front 
and side views of that bucking and gagging operation. (A drawing being ex
hibited to witness:) That is a correct representation. I drew it from my recol
lection. One of the figures here represents a sentry standing over the man. 
The other person standing by was one of the rebel sergeants. 

(The drawing was then placed in evidence.) . 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I remember about the hounds. In the month of September, 1864, I was, 
allowed to go out after wood. At that time Oaptain Wirz allowed squads of 
twenty-five to go out after wood about a mile distant from the stockade. At that 
time I myself was not able to carry any wood, but I availed myself of the oppor
tunity to go out to have some fresh air. I went out with a man named Louis 
Holm, of the 5th New York cavalry; we were both starved; wehad had nothing to 
eatin consequence of being unable to cook our meal which we received. When 
we came out Holm made a proposition to me that we should hide ourselves and' 
try to 'get ll'IVay from the guard and go to some farm to obtain something to eat. 
We were too weak to ruu off; we did n.ot intend to run off or "skedaddle," 
because we could not walk far; but we wished to obtain some food from some 
of the farmers; we always heard that the farmers around there were good Union 
men, and always' aided our prisoners whenever they could do so without being 
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detected. Holm and I hid ourselves in a very large tree in. a kind of a mud.hole 
among the bushes, and remained there for over an hour; then we heard· the dogs 
b.ark. An old Indian had once told me that in case of being overtaken by blood
hounds I should pretend to be dead and the hounds would not attack me. So 
I told Holm to remain quiet in the bushes and not make any noise, but he was 
so much frightened by the dogs that he tried to get up a tree so as not" to be 
torn to pieces by them. While he was trying to get up the tree the dogs'came up 
and caught hold of him by one of his legs, biting quite a large hole. I have 
drawn a representation of that scene. (A paper being shown to witness :) That is 
the drawing; the man climbing the tree represents Holm, and I am represented 
lying under the tree. That represents the character of the dog; it was a dog 

.looking like this. My comrade was torn by the dogs very badly; we were 
brought in by a sergeant and by the men who had the dogs. At that time they 
had only two dogs out and one of them captured us. They brought us in to 
Captain Wirz's headquarters, and one of the sergeants-I don't remmember his 
name-spoke a few words for me and the other man. Captain Wirz did not 
punish us, but sent us back to the stockade ahd gave orders to the sergeant of 
th~ detachment not to let us go out any more. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I have noticed persons with ball and chain attached to them. I saw orie man 
in the stockade in the month of August, 1864; the south side of the stockade 
was where I saw him first. He was insane, for I asked him why he had the 
ball and chain on, and he told me that he was Samson and they wanted to try 
his strength. He was a lunatic. I have drawn a representation of that man as 
confined with the ball and chain. (A drawing being shown to witness:)· That 
is my representation. (The drawing was then placed in evidence.) 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I have seen a great many men shot in the stockade near the dead-line, inside 
the dead-line; I mean between the dead-line and the inner stockade, having 
crossed the dead-line, between the dead·line and the inner stockade. '1'here was 
a man of my company named Le Vois, a Frenchman, who was robbed in Rich
mond of his gold watch and chain and all his jewelry, in consequence of which 
he became insane. .A few days after coming to Andersonville, he went inside 
the dead-line near the gate of the north side. He opened his shirt and called 
on the guard there, who was an old man, to shoot him, saying that he wanted to 
be killed. The old guard, who was a very sensible man, told him to go out of 
the dead-line and hallooed to some of his comrades, telling them to call him out; 
but he would not com.e out, and we were all afraid to go inside the dead-line to 
bring him out. He went to the next guard, and the next guard shot him, killing 
him instantly. The guard who killed him was a young boy, about 15 or 16; 
and he said to the old guard, " If I had not killed the Yankee son of a bitch, I 
would have reported you to Captain Wirz for not shooting him; but I am satis
fied; I now get my furlough." This occurred in the month of August 1864, 
in the first part of the month, I believe. vVhen we were there we did not know 
one day from another, and I cannot state the day definitely. I know positively 
of two whom I myself saw killed on the dead-line by the sentries; one was 
Le Vois, and another was a corporal of the 125th New York; I do not know 
the name of the corporal. Le Vais belonged to company E, 39th New York 
veteran volunteers. I know the corporal that was killed belonged to the 
125th New York volunteers. I had seen him before, because his regiment 
belonged to my brigadc. He was killed while reaching under the dead-line for 
clean water; I do not know to what company he belonged. 
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CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I left Andersonville finally April 19, 1865; we were once befol~e taken away 
£: • s Thomasville, for the purpose of exchange, but we had to return. It 

a~ a~h~ 4th of April when we left there the first time. On coming to Anderson'· "'·r: I had no shelter whatever. In Richmond everything of value had been 
~k:~ from me, my watch and chain, $250 in greenbacks; everything was taken 
/ m us' we had to strip ourselves as far as to the shirt. The provost marshal in 
~fchmo~d with several of ~is men searched us and took~verything :;tway from 

Coming to AndersonvIlle I had no blanket 0)' anythmg of the kmd; I was 
u~'t in the stockade and had to lie down ~nd sleep wherever I COUld. find a place;
P was very difficult to find a place even m the sand and mud to he down andt
lleep without being trampled on. 1 was in the stockade until the 1st of Novem
~er when I was admitted to the hospital; I was not in the stockade after Novem
bel': I could from the hospital look upon part of' the stockade-not all of it. 

THE RATIONS. 

When I first went to Andersonville we received corn-meal, of which this is a 
sample, (exhibiting a specimen.) That is a part of one of my rations which I 
brought away with me. We received as much as a pint, sometimeR, a sanitary 
cnp-full. This is not one, ration,. only the bal:;tnce of one, a ~ery small P?rtion. I 
think the difference between a Plllt and a sal11tary cup-full IS that 'a samtary cup 
contains a little more than a pint. We had no wood whatever. I received this 
meal and some bacon, about two ounces of bacon, a day. Most of the time I was 
obliged to eat that meal raw, mixing it up with water and some salt if we had 
any. We received every three or four days three teaspoonfnls of salt. I was 
<>bliged like thousands of others to eat that meal and that bacon raw. Men who 
had money could buy for 25 cents enough wood to cook a cup of coffee or mush. 
I do not remember what was the ration of wood for a detachment of 90. I was 
in the 71st detachment and twice received wood. The first time I received a 
s.tick about as long as my arm; the second time I got a stick about the same 

, size, perbaps a little larger; that was during all the time I was in the stockade; 
from July 8 till November 1; I twice received wood furnished by the confeder

. ate government. The quantity I have described was the quantity furnished to 
me.' Later, in the months ofSeptember and October, we were sometimes allowed 
to go out for wood, but then I was too weak and could not carry anything. My 
usual weight is 150 to 15[ pounds; when I came to Hilton Head, from Ander
l>onville, on the first of May, I weighed myself and I weigbed 98 poundl:!. I was 
a mere skeleton walking on crutches; 1 had been wounded. There was one 
instance in which Captail1 Wirz showed a kind of humanity, and I think that I 
should mention it as well as his acts of cruelty. On the 19th of April, when I 
left Andersonville to go to be exchanged, the quartermaster had furnished us 
with rations of pork, which was all rotten. Captain Wirz found out that the 
meat which the quartermaster had put in the car" for the prisoners was stinking 
and rotten, I heard him say, " I don't want to be humbugged by anyone; I want 
yoa to give these men good fresh meat and take out that rotten meat." The 
quartermaster had to take out the rotten meat and furnish us with good fresh 
IJUlat,'and we got a very good ration tQO. 

TREATMENT OF THE SICK. 

The first time I came into the stockade I received no treatment whatever for 
my wound, but after)Vards; when I went into the hospital, Dr. Bates, who was 
alwa:Y~ kind to all the sick, took, especial interest in me because I had studied 
medlcme myself; he did all in his power for me, and I think lowe my life only 
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to his favor and care. I did not hear any complaints or representations made to 
Captain Wirz in regard to the treatment of prisoners. When I went there he 
took our names and counted us off. I showed him my leg and told him that 
my wound had not been dressed since I left Richmond, and I wished he would 
let me have some simple cerate and a bandage before I should,go into the stock
ade. He did not give me any answer, but asked me my name.. When I had 
told him my name he said: "You God damned Frenchman, what the hell busi
ness had you to fight against us?" He refused to give me anything for my wound.. 
I did not receive anything. He went forward taking the rest of the names. 
The man next to me was a German; and when he gave his name Oaptain Wirz 
said, "I'll be damned if I don't send everyone of you to hell." That was 
before I was put into the stockade, on the 8th of July, in the forenoon about 11 
or 12 o'clock. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

Our rations were cut off on tl1e north side of the stockade, the beginning of 
August or end of July; I am not positive; I had only been in the stockade a 
short time. The reason for doing this was there was a plan formed under the di
rection of one of our officers, a federal officer who was there. in disguise, or WIlD 

had given his rank as a private, and in consequence was in the stockade. This 
officer, with several others, formed a plan for escaping, and one of the prison
ers-one of our own men-reported they were about to break out. 'l'he police 
who had been instituted there caught hold of the traitor and took him to the 
police headquarters, shaved half his head, aud put a placard on his breast and 
one on his back with the word" traitor;" then six policemen took him in theh· 
midst and marched him round the camp, calling out that he was the traitor ,who 
had betrayed our plan. Captain Wirz afterwards took the man out and came 
in and wanted to have the men given up who had shaved the man's head. •The 
man was not given up and Oaptain Wirz said he ,would stop the rations until 
the man was given up. We did not receive any rations for two full days. The 
third day in the afternoon two policemen reported themselves as the parties who· 
had shaved the man's head, and we received our rations again. I know that the 
man who betrayed us was taken out of the stockade; that is all I know. I do
not 'know what was done with him. CaptainvVirz came in there with a guard 
and took him out j I do not know whether he showed him any favor afterwards. 
I know something about the prisoners being compelled by hunger to eat any
thing not proper to be eaten. They caught rats j they were a very great 
delicacy j in the hospital particularly. I have seen theprisoners eat rats. In 
my tent two of my companions caught rats and slaughtered them, and I ate 
them myself. 'That was in December, 1864, and January, 1865. Afterwards 
Dr. Bates took charge of.our division, and he managed so that we got more t(} 
eat, and we gave up the. business of catching rats. 

TREA'fMENT OF THE SICK. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I left the stockade and went into the hospital November 1, 1864 j I had no 

duties whatever in the hospital; I was so sick that I had to be carried to the 
hospital; I had scorouts and, besides, my wound was not healed; I was 
wounded in the left leg j I was not able when I first went to the hospital to go 
without crutches j I had to crawl on my hands. and feet; there were no crutches; 
I might have walked on crutches if I had had any, but I had none. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I saw the man with the ball and chain in August in the stockade; I think 
the middle part. 
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CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

I saw men bucked and gagged in th~ months <>r'January and February, 1865; 
no, I think it must h~ve be~n later; It was ,:e~'y shortly ?efore we left there, 
that I went outside; It was III the latter part.of} ebruary; It was after the 20th. 
It was before the first of March; I was out In the month of March too. When 
I went to the hospital I could hardly walk. Afterwards I got better, and 
crawled out, having one stick and one crutcb, which I got from a nurse. When 
we left Andersonville, we were transported down to Albany on the railroad; 
We were exchanged. I was delivered into our lines at Jacksonville, Florida. 
I was never sent to a prison at Thomasville. I was not put in prison there. 
I passed through there. The first time I stayed there two days, and the second 
time about a day and a half. I went back from Thomasville to'Andersonville 
in one of the army wagons. I did not march.. On the 4th of April, w,hen I 
left Andersonville for the first time, we were transferred from there to Albany, 
on the railroad, and from Albany to Thomasville. All those who were unable 
to walk were transpOl'ted in army wagons. On the 12th or 14th of April I 
came· back again to Andersonville from Thomasville. I was at Thomasville 
twice. The second time I passed through Thomasville, perhaps on the 23d or 
24th of April, to go from there to Jacksonville. I think it was in the latter 
part of February, 1865, that I saw the bucking and gagging.r.rhe man was 
named Hennessey. I made the drawings which have been shown to me this 
morning, here in Washington, since I have been summoned here as a witness. 
I made some while I was at Andersonville, but these are not the ones. I made 
these form memory only. 

MEN B1TTE:'J BY THE DOGS. 

i said the man was bitten by the dog in the leg; I cannot say which leg. I 
think it was the left. 

CONDITION OF THE l'RISONERS IN THE STOCKADE AND THE HOSPITAL. 

SEPTEMBER 12, 1865. 
Rev. WILLIAM JOHN HAMILTON, fOJ! the prosecution: 
I am pastor of the Oatholic church in Macon, Georgia. I visited Anderson

ville three times. It was one of the missions attached to illy church. I went 
there, I think, in the month of May, lS64, and spent a day there. The follow
ing week I went and spent three days there among the prisoners, and then re
turned, and wrote a report on the condition of ,the hospital and stockade to my 
bishop, in order that he might send the reqnisite number of priests to visit the 
prisoners there; and I visited it again after the prisoners had been removed from 
.AndersonvlIle to r.rhomasville. I do not remember the month that occurred. 
It was in the beginning of this year, in the month of February or March, 1865. 

Q. State to the court in what condition you found the stockade when you 
:first visited it, and subseq'uently, and all the time while you were there. 

A. The first time I visited the stockade I only had about three or four hours 
to spend there. I merely went to see what the condition of the place was. My 
principal object was to find out, if possible, the number of Oatholics who were 
prisoners there, in order that we might induce the bishop to send a sufficient 
number of' priests. I did not pay much attention to what I saw or heard there 
then. The f~llowing week I returned, and spent three days. I visited the 
stockade and the hospital, discharging my dnties as a priest of the Oatholic 
church. Onthis my second visit to the stockade, I found, I think, about 23,00(} 
prisoners there; at least the prisoners themselves told me there were that num
ber. I found the place extremely crowded, with a great deal of&ickness and 
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suffering among the men. I was kept so busy administering the sacrament to 
the dying, that I had to curtail a great deal of the service that Catholic priests 
administer to the dying, for the reason they were so numerous-they died so 
fast. I waited only upon those of my own church; they were the only persons 
who demanded my ministrations. When I speak of the number dying', I mean 
among those of my own church, and do not include others. .' ' 

Q.Give the court some idea of the condition of the stockade. 
A. I found the stockade extremely filthy; the men all hudd1,ed together, 

and covered with vermin. The best idea I can give the court of the condition 
()f the place is, perhaps, this: I went in there with a white linen coat on, and 
I had not been in there more than ten minutes or a quarter of an hour, when a 
gentleman drew my attention to the condition of my coat. It was all covered 
over with vermin, and I had to take my coat off and leave it with one of the 
guards, and perform my duties in my shirt-sleeves, the place was so filthy. 

Q. State to the court any particular case which came under your notice that 
would help to illustrate the condi~ion of things there. 

A. 'I'hat is about the only ideal can give of the stockade. 
Q. State any particular case you observed showing the destitution Of the 

prisoners. 
A. The first person I conversed with, on entering the stockade, was a coun

tryman of mine,a member of the Catholic church, who recognized me as a 
clergyman. , I think his name was Farrell. He was from the north of Ireland. 
He came over towards me, and introduced himself. He was quite a boy;' I do 
Dot think, judging from his appearance, that he could have been more than six
teen years old. I found him without a hat, and without any covering on his 
feet, and without jacket or coat. He told me that his shoes had been taken 
from him on the battle-field. I found the boy suffering very much from a wound 
on his right foot; in fact the foot was split open like an oyster; and, on inquir
ing the cau\le, they told me it was from exposure to the sun in the stockade, and 
not from any wound received in battle. I took off my boots, and gave 'him a 
pair of 'socks to cover his feet, and told him I would bring him some clothing, as 
I expected to return to Andersonville the following week. l'had to return to Ma
con to get another priest to take my place on Sunday. When I returned, the fol
lowing week, on inquiring for this man Farrell, his companions told me he had 
stepped across the dead-line, and requested the guards to shoot him. He was not 
insane at the time I waEl conversing with him. It was three or four days after that 
when I was asking for him. 1 think it was the latter part of May, 1864. '1'0 the 
best of my recollection his name was Farrell., I do not know to what company or 
regiment he belonged. I did not ask him. When I speak of administering the 
sacrament of the chllrch to those dying, I refer to those in the stockade, and in the 
hospital also-in both places. I spent two daysin the stockade and one in the 
hospital during my second visit to Andersonville. 'I'his case that 1 have spoken 
of occurred in the stockade. He had no medical treatment at all. None of those 

, who died in there, and	 to whom I administered the sacrament, received any medi-, 
cal treatment at all, as far as I could see. When I went in the hospital I found 
it almost as crowded as the stockade was. The men were dying there very rap
idly, from scurvy, diarrh<ea, and dysentery; and, as far as I could observe, I could 
not see that they received any medical treatment whatsoever, or received any 
medicines at all. ' 

Q. How were they situated as to beds or bedding? 
.A. They wei'e all in tents; the hospital was composed of tents arranged in 

avenues, and I did not see that they had anything under them at all except the 
ground; in some cases I think that they had dried leaves that they had gathered 
together. In my ministration while at the hospital, I saW.one surgeon ther.e
the surgeon in charge there at that time, Dr. White. 

Q. State the circumstances. 
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-'A I was attending an Irishman, I think, by the name of Connor, who 
. aptured at the night assault made on Fort Sumter; at least I think he told 

waS ~ He was captured in Charleston harbor, and he was in the last stage of 
de sn~ery. He was so bad that I had to heal' his confession and give him the 
{s: of the church sitting upon a stool. While I was hearing the man's confes

r~ e Surgeon White passeG. through the hospital, and seeing me Whispering to 
:~onprisoner and not knowing, I suppose, who I was, ordered the gU;lrd to bring 

e up to his quarters under arrest. I went up there and he apologized for 
~eving done so; he having in the mean time inquired of Captain Wirz who I 
a s and the captain having told him that he had givl>n me the necessary pass. 

~:;nversed with Dr. White with regard to the condition of the men, and he 
t Id me it was not in his power to do anything for them; that he had no medi
~ne and could not get any, and that he was doing everything in his power to 

help them. That was the only time I ever met a surgeon there.' Captain Wirz' 
ave me the pass. I fir"t called upon Colonel Persons, who was the officer in 
~ommand at Andersonville, and he referred me to Captflin Wirz, and Captain 
Wirz gave me a pass and gave me every facility in his power to visit those men. 
He walked down to the stockade with me and showed me the entrance. 'I'hat 

ass hiM good only for that day. 'That was the first day I went there. It 
~as renewed afterwards by Captain Wirz. It continued for the three days I 
was there. I did not have it renewed afterwards. I did not visit Andersonville 
again ~ntil the prisoners had been removed to Thomasville. 'I'hat Was the 
beginnmg of thIS year. • 

Q. Was Captain Wirz in command 1 
A. I did not see him. I have a mission below Andersonville, at a place called 

Americns, and I was going down there to give the people an opportunity of per
forming their religious duties. I stopped at Andersonville, intending to pass the 
nia-ht there if there were any prisoners still left there, but was told at the depot 
th~t the prisoners had all been removed, so I did not go up to the stockade. I 
do not know if there were any prisoners there or if Captain Wirz was there. 

Q. What did you observe with regard to shelter in the stockade and the suf
ferjng of the men from heat there? 

A. When I visited the stockade there was no shelter at all so far as I could 
see, except that some of the men who had their blankets there had put them up 
on little bits of roots that they had abstracted from the ground; but I could not 
see any tents or shelter of any other kind. I got the names of several prisoners 
who had telative;1 living in the south and wrote to their friends when I returned 
to Macon, and I had some tents introduced there; they were sent down, and 
the men received them. 

Q. Can you illustrate to the court the condition of the prison, by stating any 
instance where you tried to make your way through the crowd to a prisoner 
who was dying 1 

A. Yes, sir; during my second visit to the prison, I was told that there was 
an Irishman over at the extreme end of the stockade who was calling out for a 
priest. I suppose he had heard that I had visited the prison the day before, 
and he was very anxious to see a priest, and was calling for one 'all over the 
stockade. ·Thei-e is a.branch that runs right in the -centre of the stockade, and 
I tried to cross the branch, but was unable to do so as the men were all crowding 
around there trying to get into the water to cool themselves, and wash themselves~ 

I could not get over-the branch, and had to leave the stockade without seeing 
the man. 'l'he heat there was intolerable; there was no. air at all in the stockade. 
The logs of which the stockade was composed were so close together that I 
could not feel any fresh air inside; and with a strong sun beaming down on it 
and no shelter at all, of course the heat must have been insufferable; at least I 
felt it so. 

Q. How did it affect the priests on duty there 1 
H. Ex. Doc. 23--19 
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A. The priests who went there after me, while administering the sacrament 
to the dying, had to use an umbrella, the heat was so intense. Some of them 
broke down in consequence of their services there. In the month of August, I 
think, we had three priests there constantly. We had a priest from Mobile who 
spoke three or four languages, inasmuch as you could find ever, nationality 
inside the stockade, and two from Savannah, and we had one from Augusta at 
another time. One of the priests from Savannah came to Macon, where I residt, 
completely prostrated, and was sick at my house for several"days. 

There were saw-mills in tllat vicinity along the railroad. I do not remember 
if they were near to Andelsonville. I used to visit Albany, which I suppose is 
thirty or forty miles below Andersonville, once every month. It was my duty 
to go there tl]at often, and I used to see saw· mills along the railroad in operation. 
I have heard that the prisoners proposed to cut wood for themselves. I have 
heard prisoners say so themselves. I did not keep an account of the dying men 
I used/to attend per day to administer the last sacrament, but judging ii'om the 
hours I was engaged and what I know to be the length of the service, I suppOEe 
I must have attendf'\d hom twenty to thirty every day; sometimes more and 
sometimes less. That was about the average number-between twenty and 
thirty. . 

Q Can you speak more particularly as to the bodily condition of those inside 
the stockade, their clothing imd the appearance of the men? 

A. Well, as I said before, when I went there I was kept so busily engaged 
in giving the sacrament to the dying men that I could not observe much; but 
of course I could not keep my eyes closed as to what I saw the1'e. 1 saw a 
great many men perfectly naked, walking about through the stockade perfectly 
nude; they seemed to have lost all regard 'for delicacy, shame, mQrality, or 
anything else. I would frequently have to creep on my hands and knees into 
the holes that the men had burrowed in the ground and stretch myself out along
side of them to hear their confessions. I found them almost living in vermin in 
those holes; they could not be in any other condition but a filthy one, because 
they got no soap and no change of clothing, and were there all huddled up 
together. 

I never at any time counted the number of dead bodies being taken out of the 
stockade in the morning. I have never seen any dead carried out of the stockade. 
I have seen dead bodies in the hospital in the morning. In the case of the man 
in the hospital of whom I was speaking a while ago, after I had heard his con
fession, and before I g-ave him the last rites of the church sacrament in " extreme 
unction," as we call it, I saw them placing the night guards in the hospital, and 
knew that I would not be able to get out after that. I told him that I would 
return in the morning and give him the other rites of the church, if he still lived. 
I was in there early the next morning, and in going down one of the avenues I 
counted from forty to sixty dead bodies of those who had died during the night 
in the hospital. I had never seen any dead bodies in the stockade. I have seen 
a person in the hospital in a nude condition, perfectly naked. 'rhey were not 
only covered with the ordinary vermin, but with maggots. They had involu,n
tary evacuations, and there were no persons to look after them. 'I.'he nurses did 
not seem to pay any attention whatever, and in consequence of being allowed to 
lie in their own filth for some hours, vermin of every description had got on them, 
which. they were unable to keep off them. This was in the latter part of May. 
I never noticed in the stockade the men digging in the ground, and standing in . 
the sand to 'protect the~selves from the sun. I did not see any instance of 
that kind. I have seen them making little places from a foot to a foot and a . 
half deep, and stretching their blankets right over them. I have crawled into 
such places frequently to hear the confessions of the dying. They would hold 
from one to two; sometimes a prisoner would sllare his blanket with another, 
and allow him to get under shelter. 
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, 'Q; Father HAMIL'roN, the l~w protects you from disc!osing the confession.s 
, 'd t ' . u' and of course I will not ask you for anythmg of that sort, but If 
mha 13 0 YOar',y confes~ions made to you at the time of the death of prisoners of war 
t ere were ''1 h 'I l' I h' d I Id l'k. h ·d to tbe cause of neat , t !at you lee aut onze to ,state, wou 1 13 to
W1t regal state them to the court;· at the same time you have the privilege of
h,ave you , . 
declining. ' Id" th t t" h bA Of course I cou not III conSCIence answer a ques lOn, masmuc as y 
~the;sit might be construed into a violation of th~ s~al?f ~onf~ssion, which.is.re

arded by Catholics its one of the most sacred and dlvme lIlStitutlOllS of o~u·rehglOn.f d ,ot"mean to say that the court would take any advantage of It, but my 
t t~:ony will go before the country, and by outsiders it might be construed into 
ae~i~lation of the secrecy of a seale~ confession; for that reason I respectfully 
beg leave not to answer that questIon. , 

THE REBEL AUTHORITIES ADVISED OF THE CONDITION OF THE PRISONERi;;. 

When I returned from the stockade after my second visit to it, at the latter end 
of May I represented these things to General Cobb. I wrote to our bishop and 
told hi~ that these men were dying in large numbers; that there were many 
Catholics there, and that they required the services of a priest, and he sent up 
}<'ather Whelan. Father Whelan expressed a desire to see General Cobb before 
he went down to the stockade. I called upon General Cobb and told him that 
I had been there, and gave him a description of the place as well as I could, 
and he asked me what I would recommend to be done, as he intended to write 
to Richmond with regard to the condition of that place. After I found out from 
his conversation that nothing more could be done for the bodily comfort of the 
men, owing to the stringency of the blockade, and so forth, I advised him to parole 
those men upon their own word of honor, and take them down to J ackson
ville Florida, and turn them into the federal lines. Whether that recommenda
tion'was acted on or not I do not know; he asked my opinion and I gave it. 
At that time, when I told him of the condition in which I found things there, it 
was known to the whole country, for it was published in the newspapers in the 
SOlIth. I do not know about its being common talk and rnmor throug~out the 
confederacy. I am only speaking about Macon and southwestern Georgia. 
The whole of southwestern Georgia is included in my mission, and I know that 
the condition ofthCipris'on was well known in Macon and throughout southwestern 
Georgia. I do not remember that I made any suggestion with regard to shelter 
at the time r had this conversation with General Cobb; it is very probable that ' 
I did. I cannot recollect whether he said anything abont it or not. 

Q, Do you remember whether he stated that he had written to Richmond 01' 

that he was, about to write to Richmond to represent the condition of things at 
.Andersonville? 

. A. When he asked me to give him a description of the condition of the place, 
he remarked"I think, that he was going to write and wished to have some infor

, mation·from me on the point. He remarked also that he would like me to give 
him a description, because he knew the relatioDs that existed between the Oath
olic priest and the members of his church, and that they would be more unre
served in communicating with me than with ot~ers. 

WIll,Z 'ANXIOUS TO HAVE THE P.RISONERS TAKEN CARE OF-HE PLACES NO
 

RESTRICTION 0:'-' TAKING THINGS INTO THE STOCKADB.
 

'. " Oross-examined by COUNSEL: 
. I first. went to Andersonville about th~ middle of May, 1864. I only stayed 

at that tI?1e abop-t five or six hoUl's. The train left Macon at half-past eight in 
the mornmg,~nd got to Andersonville about half-past one in the afternoon. I 
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remained there until about five or six o'clock in t1e evening, and then took the 
freight train down to .Americus. I visited .Andersonville the second time the 
followi'ng week, toward the latter end of May. I stayed at that time three days. 
I did not visit it after that, not until the prisoners had been removed to 'I'homas
ville. I saw Captain Wirz the first time I 'went there. He received me with 
all kindness and politeness, and seemed to be pleased at my going there when 
I stated my purpose. I had never seen him before. I had no introduction to 
him more than I made myself. I told him who I was-that I was a Catholic 
priest come there to visit the prisoners, to find out if possible the number of 
Catholics there, and that I had been directed to call on him by Colonel Persons. 
I called on him the same as any other stranger might call on him. .As well as 
I can remember, he said he was very well pleased to see me, and that he had 
expected priests would have gone there before that time. I think he had said 
something to the effect that he was anxious to have care and attention given to 
the prisoners. His action towards me showed that, and if I am not mistaken 
he told me so. 'l'he only time I ever conversed with Oaptain Wirz or saw him 
was when I went for my pass. I had two passes and went to Oaptain Wirz for 
them on both occasions, and those were the. only times that I either saw him or 
·conversed with him. I never met him inside the stockade or was with him there. 
I met him always in his office. There was no restriction upon me whatever in 
regard to my taking,with me anything I chose into the stockade. I could take 
anything at all, money, clothing, or anything of that sort. I did not while I 
was there hear of any restrictioils placed upon others to prevent them from tak
ing irlanything they chose for the relief of the prisoners. 

The JUDGE .ADVOCATE. I suppose, Mr. Baker, you adopt this witness as 
your own. Nothing was said in the direct examination in regard to taking 
things into the stockade, and you know the ruling of the Oourt on that subject. 
This is one of your own witnesses and you can call him hereafter. 

Mr. BAKER. If so, how comes it that you are examining him now 1 
The JUDGE .ADYOCATE. I should think that the tale he has told would 

sufficiently answer that question. 
Mr. BAKER. Is this one of our witnesses who has been willing to testify for 

the prosecution 1 . 
The JUDGE .ADVOCA'l'E. I will ask you, Father Hamilton, whether you gave 

your statement to me willingly at the time you were examined preliminarily 1 
WITNESS. Certainly, sir. . 

. Mr. BAKER. Were you brought here as a witness for the government? 
VVITNESS. I do not know. I was summoned. 
Mr. BAKER. Did you go and proffer your statement to the judge advocate 1 
WITNESS. No, sir. 
Mr. BAKER. How came you then to give it to him 1 

'.' WITNESS. I came up hear to the court-room to report myself. I was a little 
behind time owing to the other clergyman who was with me being taken sick. 
When I reported myself, Oolonel Chipman, the judge advocate, requested me 
to come here the following morning. I came up and he examined me privately 
at this desk. 

Mr. BAKER. Then you gave your testimony by his request 1 
WITNESS. Certainly; he requested me to come up the following morning. 
Mr. BAKER. You had no desire to give your testimony for the government 1 
Wl'fNESS. None whatever. 
The JUDGE .ADVOCATE. What does all that amount to 1 If you doubt me 

we will settle it in some way. I think we have heard enough of this. 
Mr. BAKER. You stated that our witnesses gave their testimony willingly 

for the p~osecution. 
The JUDGE .ADVOCATE. I should think you might be content with the state

ment of the witness when he says he gave it willingly. . . 
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'1tf BAKER. There must not be a wrong impression left by statements that 
~ur ;itnesses go .uP to the government willingly and give their testimony. We 

a right to d1sprove that. 
haT~e JUDGE ADVOCATE. I insist that you do not annoy me further upon this 

Point. b h h b'Mr. BAKER. Then you must not roac t e su ~ect. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN 'l'HE STOCKADE AND THE HOSPITAL. 

Cross-examination resumed: 
Of course I could only offer my opinion to the court as to the causes of the 

death of those prisoners that I saw dying in such numbers I did not see any 
die from long-standing wounds either in the stockade or the hospital. I do not 
remember that I attended any who died from wounds. I have seen them dying 
from scurvy, but not from gunshot wounds. I have seen th(·~m dying from 
diarrhrea and from dysentery-from no other complaints or causes. '],hose were 
the prevailing co.mplaints among the ~risoners while ~ was there. I know only 
the case I mentlOned, of anyone bemg shot or dYlllg from wounds recently 
received. the case of Farrel, and I did not see him shot. All I know about that 
is some one said he was shot. 

'Q. Give us the names of the priests who attended' at Andersonville besides 
yourself.

A.Father Whelan was there, ~ priest from Savannah, and Father Clav-' 
reil, a French clergyman from Savannah; also Fat-her John Kirby, of Augusta, 
and Father Hosannah, a Jesuit from the Spring Hill college, near Mobile. 
Father Kirby, of Augusta, remained there two weeks, I think. They did not 
remain most or all of the time during the summer months. Father Whelan 
remained there for·four months constantly, and the othe1:s left after a stay of two 
or three weeks. I never knew of any restrictions whatever being placed on 
them, or any unkindness shown towards them by Captain Wirz or by Surgeon 
White. Snrgeon White did not seem to manifest any desire to annoy me in my 
duties when he ordered me to be brought to his headl\uarters. He apologized 
as soon as I entered his office. I had a white coat on at the time he saw me, 
and I suppose he did not recognize me as a Oatholic clergyman in that garb. 
He did not seem to have a desire to prevent me from doing any good that I could 
do. That was the only time. I am not aware of hii3 desiring to prevent me 
from giving anyt,hing I chose to the prisoners. That was the first and the only 
time I ever saw him. . 

Q.Did Oaptain Wirz eX.press to you at any time a wish that he had more 
for the benefit and comfort of the prisoners 1 

(Objected to by the Judge Advocate and the question withdrawn.) 
The nurse~ spoken of in the hospital were federal prisoners; they seemed to 

pay no attention to the sick. I could see them moving around the tents; I did 
not discover that they were disabled. I saw them walking through the avenues 
and' around the tents there. They could have contributed something to the 
comfort of the sick if they chose, but it did not seem to me that they did. 

THE REBEL AUTHORITIES ADVISED OF THE CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS. 

I think there are three papers published at Macon, or were there at that time. 
I. remember reading articles in them relating to the Andersonville prison, par
tlcularly.in reference to it, describing the condition of the place. I'do not think 
those artlClesappeared very frequently; I have read at least two, perhaps three. 
They gave an idea or correct impression to the public of what I really found 
~hereIIiyself. It was an accurate description of the place, so far as I could 
Judge from what I had seen myself. They gave the condition of everything. 
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The design or object of the articles seemed to be to excite the sympathy of the 
people, I should think. I could not say what time in May those articles apc 
peared-before I went to Andersonville and after I returned; one article ap" 
peared before I went there and one or two after I returned. My interview with, 
General Cobb took place about the 1st of June. I went with Father Whelan, 
to introduce him to GeneralOobb. That was not before I went to Andersonville 
the first time; I had been there twice. I think it was about the 1st of June 
that Father Whelan came up to go to Andersonville. General Oobb expressed 
no determination to have the state of things remedied immediately. I do not 
think he had power to do so; in fact Father Whelan'went to him for the purpose 
of obtaining a document stating who he was. General Oobb said" he could not 
give him any such pass as that, but he would give him a letter of introduction 
to Gelleral Winder," which he did; he wrote the letter in our presence. I do 
not know if this was about the time General Oobb went to Andersonville him
self; I know he had not- been there at that time. 

The WITNESS, by pE'rmission- of the court, here made the following state
ment: 

,In the C01:\rse of the proceedings of the court the other day, the judge advo
cate stated that Father Whelan and I were chaplains at .Andersonville, and 
that of co~rse has gone forth to the pa.pers. I wish to state, that it may be 
contradicted publicly, that we were not chaplains at Andersonville; we never 
held any commissions from the confederate government and received no re
muneration for our services. We offered our services gratuitously and volun
tarily, but we were not chaplains. I wish to make a further statement, with the 
permission of the court. I have now been in Washington for nearly two weeks 
and have been extremely well treated by the clergymen of this city. Oaptain 
Wirz, in writing his letter to the court soliciting spiritual attendance, seemed to 
throw an imputation upon the Oatholic clergymen of this place which I consider 
it my duty to remove. He said that since he carrie here he had not had an 
opportunity of practicing his religion. '1'he Oatholic clergyman with whom I 
am stopping, Father Boyle, called upon him! giving him money, books, and 
clothing, and if he had felt desirous at that time or performing his dnties as a 
Oatholic, he could have done so. I do not mean that the prisoneI' intended 
anything of the kind, but it might be construed into something of the sort, and 
I feel bound to clear Father Boyle of any imputation of neglect of duty in that 
way. . 

'rhe PRESIDENT. Is the prisoner a member of his church? 
WITNESS. I did not know he was a Oatholic till l!'ather Boyle told me so. 

l!'ather Boyle is one of the resident priests of Washington. 
Mr. BAKHR. I will state on behalf of the prisoner that he had no thought of 

casting that imputation on Father Boyle or the clergymen of this city. He 
tells me that he has seen Father Boyle twice at the office. 

SEPTEMBER 12, 186~ 
CHARLES E. TIBBLES, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United States, iuthe 4th Io~a infantry. 

I was a prisoner at Andersonville. I went there on the 20th of March, 1864, 
and escaped on the 7th or 8th of September. 

'.rHREATS OF WIRZ. 

. We were taken there in the night. It was very dark and rainy. The cap
tain ordered us to report at the same place at 9 o'clock next morning; we did 
80; we formed in line in two ranks, and were counted off; we were then ordered 
to stand in line until the whole of the prisoners were counted off-all the men 
in the prison j we did so. We were in line about two hours. I think there 
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w.ere only some six thousand ther~ at that time. I presu~e we were kept there 
until all were counted j we all dIspersed at the same tIme. I do not know 
whether Oaptain Wirz had been engaged i~ counting before that time. I know 
Captain Wirz personally. TRe next mornmg after we went there a man walked 
along the front of our line, about ten feet from the line. Captain Wirz turned 
around and saw him and caught him by the throat. He drew his pistol and 
~old him he would blow his damned brains out if he did not keep away. I also 
saw him draw his pi8tol on several other men. I never saw him shoot any
one.
 

CONDITION OF TIm PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE.
 

At the time we went into the prison the men were almost skeletons. We 
thought that night that they were all negroes. Some of our party ~aid, " What 
poor negroes! what a shame to use them so badly!" It was a dark, rainy night, 
and we went up to some of their fires. 'rhey ordered us away. They appeared 
to have no feeling for anyone except themselves. They would not let us stay 
dose to the fire. These were oUr own comrades. They said they were their 
fires and that we could not stand by them, and they drove us away. I staid 
there about three weeks. I think our rations, when I first went there, were a 
pint of meal aud foul' ounces of meat. This was reduced to haIfa pint of meal 
after I had been there thre_e 01' four weeks. About the time it was reduced I 
was put on det" ched service, on the police squad, and ~ got double rations. But 
a.lthough I got double rations and was never sick, I was so nearly starved that 
I do not believe I .could walk a mile without sitting down. In regard to this 
police, as I have heard witnesses say that we did not do our duty, I wish to say 
this: We were ordered to bury all the filth, to dig holes to bury it j we did so j 

we buried it a foot or eighteen inches deep; we dug so many holes that we could 
scarcely find a place to dig without digging into these holes which we had al
ready dug. When we did there would come up a great mass of maggots and 
filth worse than if we had not covered it at all. About the 1st of June the pen 
became so crowded that we could not move among the men so as to clear up 
the place at all. It was so crowded that the rebel sergeants d'id not come in 
to count the men off. Whenever it rained hard the filth washed out from where 
we buried it into the camp again, so that the ground was covered with a com
plete mass of lice and maggots j we could see the lice working in the sand. 
About the 23d of June, 1864, I was detailed to go to the graveyard to bury 
the dead. I marched up to Oaptain Wirz's headquarters and signed an article 
of agreement. I was to have the privilege of a mile without being guarded, 
and double rations, and was to work in the graveyard. When I got to the 
graveyard I was so weak that I entirely gave out, and I had to lie down and 
rest for an hour before I was able to do anything. I got up then and carried 
two buckets of water that afternoon about three hundred yards. When I got 
to my quarters I was so weak that I trembled all over. Although I was hungry 
I conld not eat a bit. Bnt I gained strength by double rations and fresh air, 
and grew a good deal better. 

Q. State anything that you saw as illustrating the brutalizing effects on the 
prisopers of the treatment they received. ' 

A. On my way up. I saw a man immediately in front of my tent. He had a 
piece of moustache 01' whiskers in his hand, and said, "God, I've got a piece of 
his moustache anyhow." I asked him whose j he said the man who was shot
that a piece of his moustache was shot off and that he had picked it up j it was 
bleeding in his hand. 

VACCINATION. 

I was vaccinated a short time before I went out of the stockade. It did not 
take much effect, but left a small sore on the arm. After I worked some time 
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it began to swell up under my arm !'o tbat I bad to carry my arm in tbis posi
tion, lillustrating.] It swelled up as large as my fist, but I bad still to contimie 
working. The doctor told me tbat if it broke it was certain deatb. A great 
many did die from tbe same cause. I used iodine on it three times, and at last 
the swelling gave way, but it swelled around bere [in the side] about the tbick
ness of my hand. Tbe doctor burned me around here with some'sort of chem
ical, and at tbe same time branded me on tbe back with the lettm's U. S. (To 
tbecourt.) He had some kind of stuff with which he burned through the skin, 
caustic of some kind. It did not burn at :first. till he dipped it in water. It 
was nitrate of silver, I think. He said, when he branded the U. S. on me, 
"That is a good joke; they will know you when they see you." I do not know 
who that doctor was. I do not think I would know him again if I saw him. 
He was a large, sandy,complexioned man, I think. 

Q.Did you notice any men die who had been vaccinated 1 
A. I have noticed lots who died with great sores on their arms. I have seen 

men apparently raving and crazy from the sores on their arms. I have seen 
men with the flesh eaten off undel' their arm two-thirds the way down [illustrat
ing.] I have seen men that I could lay my hand right into the ribs under the 
arms. '1'hose whose sores broke under the arm hardly ever survived. I have 
seen the doctor take a plaster from the side of a man at the gate and scrape the 
rib bone. The man was sent back, the doctor saying that he was not sick 
enough to go to the hospital. . 

Those who were sent to the hospital were the very worst cases sometime!', 
and sometimes they were not as bad as the others. Sometimes they would take 
a man who could walk while tbere was a man lying by bis side who could not 
walk or get up, and he wonld not be taken to the hospital. I saw a man tbere 
with a very bad arm, begging for two weeks, at least, to get out to 'the hospital. 
He did not get out while I was in the stockade, but he got out shortly after
wards, and he died, I believe. 1 saw a great many extra arms at the graveyard 
that were not cut off, but were disjointed at the shoulder. They would be 
b'rought out with the dead, and almost always the next day the bodies would be 
brought out belonging to them. They were generally eaten up with vaccination. 
I had a brother there. He was vaccinated in the arm, but it did not break out 
below. 'On three or four different places on top of the arm there were large 
sores. The scars remain as large as a silver half dollar. He recovered; he 
was outside and would go to the hospital steward of our own men, where we 
would get better attention than we 'would inside. He belonged to the fourth 
Iowa infantry. 

THE DOGS. 

After we had been there some time burying he dead-I think it was in the 
latter part of July-Captain Wirz issued orders to us that we would not be 
allowed,the mile as the agreement stated, but only from the graveyard to our 
quarters, and we were guarded every night. Thinking that as he broke his 
agreement I was not bound by mine, I made my escape o~ the 7th or 8th of 
September, and was recaptured by the hounds about forty miles from Anderson
ville. We were on a fence when the hounds came up, and we fought them off. 
The hound keeper told ns to get down, and we said we would not untill;1C would 
call the hounds off. They said they had orders to let the hounds bite us, and 
they drew revolvers and said they would shoot us if we would not come down. 
We told them to shoot j that we would rather die anyhow than go to Anderson
ville. (To the court.) There were four of ns. There were six rebels. They 
whipped the hounds off and we got down and were marched back to An~erson
ville. On arriving at Andersonville we were brought up in front of Captain 
Wirz's headquarters. The hound keeper said, "Here are these Yankees, cap
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ta'D" Said he, "I will attend to them in a minute," and he ordered his revolver 
t \~ brought to him. The orderly brought his revolver; after he made his reo, 
olver ready he came out, holding his revolver I think, in his right hand, came 

yo front of us, looked at us a little bit, and said, "Where is Crandall 7'" referring 
~ another man who escaped the same day. We told him we did not know 
~, thing about him, He turned to the hound keeper and said, "If you will 

brfng me Bill Crandall I will give you five hundred dollars out of my own pocket. 
I will learn him how to run away." Then turning to us, he said, "You young 
SODS of bitches of Yankees, I'll make you smell hell before night." He then 
t~rned to the sergeant and said, "These men's sentence is to work in the grave
ard hard every clay, on half rations, to be sent into the stocks at night, and r:ot

io be exchanged when the other prisoners are exchanged. Take these men and 
see that my orders are fulfilled, and if they do not work, or if they refnse to 
work, put them in on top of the dean and CJver them up, uncl if yOIl don't do it, 

'1 will serve you the same way." The sergeant took us to the graveyard, where 
we worked all day. That night we were taken back and put ill the stockade. 
The next diLY Captain 'vYirz came to us and said he had received orders to send 
us allaway, and that he wonld put a special guard over us. He started us to 
Florence, South Carolina, and that was the last I saw of Captain Wirz. That 
was in September. This man Crandall is the same who testified a day or two 
since-William Crandall. 

STOPPAGE OF R'A'IIONS. 

Oaptain Wirz came to our squad one clay in the stockade; we were wpll, 
hearty men, and could always get in line. He expressed himself' that he thought 
a great deal more of us than of the rest, because we got in line. Sait! he, " them 
Yankee sons of bitches down there don't get anYI hing to eat to-day. 'I'lwy 
would not stand in line when I ·told them. You can go to your quarters, but I 
makes them stand in line; if they don't, why, they don't get no rations." ''I'he 
men scattered and lay down, and they did not get any rations that day. I 
heard Oaptain Wirz say the same day that he would starve them to death. He 
said they hallooed "More grub!" "Hit him with a brick !" and so on, and that he 
would starve the sons of bitches to death. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I saw men in the chain-gang while I ,was outside; I saw men in the chain
gang who were nothing but mere skeletons. '1'he first man I saw in it had a 

, shackle around one foot attached to a large baH, I cannot say what size; I think 
it was a sixty-four pounder. There were six in a row, each of them having his 
inside leg fastened to a large ball; on the outside leg there was another ball, I 
think a thirty-two pounder with a short chain. The next squad that I saw 
there-it may have been part of'the same who were not released-were fastened 
inthe same way, only that they had an iron band around the neck and a chain 
runuing from one to the other clear out. They asked me for some soap, saying 
·that they had not any; I did not have any money and could not get them any, 
soap, but I believe Crandall got them some soap. They were very black and 
dirty. . ' 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

1 never saw a man shot there, but I heard the guns go off and saw the smoke, 
and saw the men after they were dead. I never heard the rebel sentry say any

thing at the time; I heard sentries say thEy shot men and got furloughs for it. 
The sentries who shot prisoners were relieved right away, just as quick asthey 
could get a guard.. to the post. I saw that; I saw a one-legged man; they called 
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him" Ohickamauga," and sometimes" Pretty Polly," at the front gate, talking 
to Oaptain Wirz about getting out. I was present; I went down and heard him 
say that he would make the sentry shoot him, or something to that effect. I 
never liked to see anybody shoe, and so I went to my tent. '{'here I heard the 
sentry fire and I saw the smoke, and saw him draw up his gun as ifhe had been 
shooting. I then went up to the place and found the man lying there shot. 
He was just inside the dead-line. 

THE DOGS. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 

I ran away from Andersonville once; I know of others who said they hail ran 
away. I worked at burying the dead from the 23d of June to 7th or 8th of 
September; I workedIn the same squad with Orandall. We knew each other 
well while there. '.rhere were sometimes thirty or forty at work there; James 
B. Orampton, George W. 'l'ibble' and Benjamin Hornard ran away with me. 
When we came back we were sent to the gnweyard on half rations to work 
there, and we were put in the stockade; that was the greatest punishment in the 

, world.	 We were not put in any stocks. '1'he sergeant looked around and said, 
" Boys, there are not stocks enough for all of you, and I guess we will put you 
in the stockade." I was not there when Orandall came back, and I never saw 
him again. 

SHOOTING OF PRISO;\JERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I stated that I heard something about making the guards shoot "Ohick
amauga." He was st'l.nding at the gate talking with Oaptain Wirz at the time 
he made that remark. He got shot. . 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I know nothing about the six men who were hung in the stockade, only ~hat 

I saw them hnng from the outside. 

SEPTEMBER 12, 1865. 
JOHN H. GOLDSMITH, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United States, in the 14th regi

ment Illinois infantry. I was taken prisoner on the 4th of October, 1864, at At
wood, Georgia; I arrived at Andersonville on the 11th day of October, and 
remained there until the 18th day of March, 1865. Oaptain Wirz was in com
mand of the prison all the time I was there. 

THE RATIONS. 

On or about the 1st of March, 1865, Oaptain Wirz put me in charge of the 
rations to be issued to the prisoners inside of the stockade, and to the paroled 
men outside. I had charge of the rations up to the time I left the prison. The 
rations consisted of half a pound of meal of very poor quality, half a pound of 

.beef, half a pound of peas and two gills of molasses. '.rhe ration of molasses 
was on each alternate day, and of beef the same day. When they took the beef 
and molasses together,. there was one quarter of a pound of beef and 011e gill of 
molasses. The beef was very poor; some called it "jackass." It was salt; 
we got some fresh once or twice a week. It was poor meal, with cob and grain 
all ground together. (The sample of meal produced by De la Bag.me was he~'e 
shown the witness.) That is just the quality of meal, as a general thing. Oaptam 
Wirz used to give me the orders always for drawing rations, when I had charge 
of the rations. He used to make out tickets for me to draw from Oaptain Arm
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strong. I drew what he made out th~ tickets for. The ticket specified the 
articles and the quantity-it limited the rations. The rations issued to our pris
oners was just one-half the quantity issued to the rebel troops. There were 
three days there that he increased the rations of meal and of peas to !- pound 
pel' day. At the end of three days he put the ration back to the old standard 
again. He said the Yankees were getting too damned saucy, and that he would 
bring them to their milk. 

THE PRISON RULES. 

I was out on parole most of the winter, from the 21st ofNovember, 1864, until 
the time I left. My duties outside the stockade was writing for Oaptain Wirz. 
Part of the time I attended to the death list, making out the records of the pris
oners. I had no particular duties assigned to me, but to assist in writing. The 
death list was the list of those who died each day in prison. I was engaged in 
that duty every morning. I recorded the names of those who were shot. I did 
not keep the causes of death there, but merely stated ,the day they died, without 
stating the disease. I have had to' write out orders for Oaptain Wirz to punish 
men-orders to the guard to fire upon them in case any of them attempted to 
speak to the guard. There were orders issued for the discipline of the prison, 
warning men not to attempt to speak to the guard, as they had got orders to fire 
upon them if they did so. I have heard verbal orders given to rebel sergeants 
to punish tho~e who had command of detachments inside in case they failed to 
report any man that was missing. They were to be punished by being placed 
in the stocks or by being bucked and gagged. 

WIRZ BOASTS OF THE VALUE OF HIS SERVICES. 

I have heard Oaptain Wirz say he was doing more good there than if he 
were in the field, and that he could whip more men than Johnston's army could. 
He did not make that statement more than once that I recollect. 'l'hat was 
made about the latter part of January, 1865. I cannot recollect his saying 
"killin?;;" he said he could whip more men. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I have seen orders signed by the prisoner in relation to furloughs. I made out 
a furlough once for a man who killed one of our own men; he received a fur
lough for thirty days. His name was Scott; he belonged to the fourth Georgia 
reserves. The man he killed was Henry Lochmire, belonging to some Penn
sylvania regiment. I cannot recollect what regiment. It was in the latter 
part of February, 1865. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
'rhe soldier came there and claimed his furlough, saying that he had earned 

it by killing a man. I don't recollect what Oaptain Wirz said to him, only he 
ordered me to make out a furlough for him for thirty days. He did not state 
on the furlough that he gave it to him because he killed this prisoner. He did 
not state that in any other way. I know it was for that cause, because the men 
said it was, and it was known that the men were receiviug furloughs for killing 
our men. Oaptain Wirz gave furloughs to the troops who were gnarding the 
prison; at least I have seen him give the furloughs. I believe General Gart
rell had command of the troops during the latter part of the time I was there. 
1 saw Oaptain Wirz give four or five furloughs in that way; in fact I have seen 
nearly all Oaptain Wirz's sergeants receive furloughs from him. The furloughs 
were in writing. I saw sergeants get furloughs for ten days.· They never re" 
ceived a furlough for any greater length of time than that to go to their homes, 
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wherever that might be, and return. I have written some of their fudoughs, and 
other clerks have done the most of it. I wrote a furlough for Sergeant 'rhornas 
Smith. He was one of the sergeants who kept the prison, a roll-call sergeant 
He belonged to the fifty-fifth Georgia regiment. That was in January, 1865, 
I think. I don't know who commanded that regiment; the regiment was not 
there. '1'here were some eight or ,ten detailed from that regiment on duty as 
sergeants. Smith was on duty there and called the roll inside t.he prison. He 
was never on guard over the prison. He had nothing to do with the guarding 
of the prison that I know of. 

Q. And yet you say that he got a furlough for shooting prisoners? 
A. I did not say that; I said that a man named Scott had got a furlough for 

thirty days for killing one of our own men; that was the only one I knew of. 
That is the only instance I know of. 'I'hese other men got furloughs to go 
home and see their folks. They had nothing to do with Union prisoners, only 
in calling the roll and seeing to the discipline of the prison being carried out. 
This man Scott belonged to the fourth Georgia reserves. He got his fnrlough in 
the latter part of February, 1865. I do not know who the colonel of hii;l regi
ment was. I never saw him before nor after that. He got the furlough imme
diately that he asked for it. He claimed it on the ground of shooting a prisoner. 
Captain Wirz signed the furlough and I copied it. I did not copy it in my 
books. I suppose Scott came to the office from his regiment; I cannot tell. 
He stated when he shot the man. He said he shot the man two days before he 
applied for the furlough. He stated that he r"as on duty, at the time he shot 
him, on t,he east side of the prison hospital and outside the hospital. There 
was no question asked then about what kind of a man he had shot; the day he 
killed the man he was questioned about it. I did not hear the questioning. I 
understood that Captain Wirz had questioned him; I heard some of the sergeants 
talking about Captain Wirz questioning him. I heard it in casual conversation. 
Captain Wirz told me to write out the furlough and he signed it. I don't re
collect that I stated where that soldier belonged. I do not recollect his full 
name, only the last name-Scott. 

THE PRlSO;V RULES. 

I saw this order warning prisoners. The order was relating to the discipline 
of the prison, warning men to keep away from the dead-line and not to speak to 
any of the guards when on duty, as the guards had received instructions from 
Captain Wirz to fire upon everyone who attempted to speak to them. 'I'hat' 
was made by Captain Wirz. I mean he wrote the order and gave it to us to 
copy. We made thirty-fi\'e copies of it, about the first of February, to go into 
the detachments inside. '1'hose orders were taken to the sergeants who had 
charge of the squads inside. No paper accompanied the order. '1'hese rules 
were made by Captain Wirz's orders. I did not have General Imboden's order 
before me at the time; I did not see General Imboden's 'order ulltilafter these 
orders were written out. I saw them, I suppose, a couple of weeks after. That 
would be the latter part of February, and on the first part of Febmary I made 
out these orders. There were no men shot in the stockade after I copied these 
rules that I know of-I never heard of any. _ . 

THE RATIONS. 

I By the COURT: 
Captain Wirz made out provision returns day hy day. I saw these returns. 

They stated the number of men and the number of' rations. '1'hey calculated 
the rations. 'I'he number of pounds of meal was calculated They were made 
out and brought to me every morning, showing the number-of poull'ds I was to 
have issued. We used to draw five days' ratiuus at a time from the commissary, 
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and have them put in another room. They were issued in bulk to Mr. Browers, 
who had charge of the bake-house. He used to come with the teams and take 
it to the cook-house. After that I had nothing to do with them. I do not know 
what was done with the rations of a detachment that was stopped. I believe 
they were returned to the commissary. '.rhey were not given to the men again. 

By COUNSEL: 
Therequisitions made out by Captain Wirz were made by the number of 

men. Captain Wirz wonld make out the numbei' of rations to be issued to that 
number of men. He would put it down in pounds. I am sure that the number 
of pounds was carried out in fig·ures. I used to draw five days' rations at a time. 
Captain Wirz would give me tickets to issue next morning a cp,rtain number of 
pounds. I kept those tickets and returned them next morning to Captain Wirz's 
office. They represented the number of rations and the amount that I was to 
issue to the prisoners. Captain Armstrong, the commissary. would give me the 
rations in bulk. Wben this requisition was made out 1 would take it to Captain 
Armstrong and draw the rations. That was my business every time I drew the 
rations. I would get the tickets from Captain Wirz, and un these tickets there 
would be so many men and so many rations per day. He would make out these 
tickets from his morning reports. He would make out the number of men and 
then calculate the rations to be issued to them. I never had anything to do 
with the morning reports. I do not know how he would make out that ticket. 
They wera yellow paper tickets. '.rhere would be on those tickets just the 
number of rations-peas, so many pounds; meal, so many pounds; molasses, 
so many gallons; salt, so many puunds-and the number of men in the stockade. 
One ticket would be made out for the stockade and another for the paroled men 
outside. The rations taken into the stockade were issued in a lump to them, 
whatever their rations would come to. I mean for the whole thirty thousand; 
There were thirty thousand prisoners when I was there. That would be all on 
one ticket. If there were five, seven, or ten thousand men, their rations would 
be all on one ticket. '1'he number of rations for that whole body of men were 
on t)1at ticket. When the requisition was made out it went from me to the 
commissary. I had to receive my little tickets next morning so as to know 
what number of rations to issue. '.rhe requisition remained in Captain Arm
Btr~lDg's office after he filled it for me. When Captain Wirz wanted to give a 
thieedays' ration to the prisoners he would put it on this morning ticket, and 
when he wanted to cut off rations he would take them off. 

By the COURT: 
There were no days when rations were not issued to the men in the stockade 

w:hile I had charge of them. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

..:. By the ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
r:imo~ that when I went out on parole there was some sanitary clothing 

there.' Captain Wirz had a little of it in a room adjoining his office, and gave 
me,~suit of Clothes from it. I got a pair of pants, shirt, drawers, and socks, and 
shoe!!. I have seen those sanitary goods worn by some of his sergeants. I 
have seen them have some of the blankets, drawers, shoes, and socks. I never 
saw:any sanitary provisions there. '1'hat is all I know about sanitary goods 
there. I saw a very small quantit.y there. That was when I first went to his 
office• 

. :L~;; SEPTEMBHR 12, 1865. 
Y~~PER CULVER, for the prosecution: . 
J"~~s connected with the first Wisconsin infantry. I was captured at Chicka-. 

~\~~~:~lld taken to Ri~hmond and Danville, and afterwards to Andersonville. 
I amved at Ai:J.qersonvIlle on the 16th of March, 1864. 
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STOPPAGE OF RATIONS~ 

I know the prisoner. I saw him frequently. When I first arrived at the 
prison it was in charge of a man named Selman. At least I saw him counting 
off squads and seeming to have a, great deal to do there. Soon after I went 
there Captaill Wirz came there and took charge. I first saw him come into the 
stockade with Selman in the eveIJing. Selman gave his orders to the men to 
fall in the next morning in four ranks. Next morning they beat roll-call and 
we fell in as he directed. Captain Wirz came and counted us off ip detachments 
of 270 men, and divided t.hese into nineties, appointing a sergeant over each 
ninety. He then gave his orders not to break ranks, to remain in ranks until 
he got 'through counting, the prisoners. We did not stay in ranks. except for 
some time, as we snpposed we were all through. I was down towards the gate 
afterwards, about noon, and heard Captain Wirz going about using rough 
language. He said we should not receive any rations, and he would learn us to 
stand in ranks as we were ordered, and we did not receive rations that day. 
That was the first day that he took command. I saw him shortly afterwards 
when he was counting off. I was standing near by and happened to be looking 
towards him. .A. man seemed to be walking past him, and Oaptain Wirz turned 
around and struck him three or four times and knocked the man down. I saw 
the man afterwards. He seemed to be quite sickly and delicate. He could 
hardly walk. Some time after that rations were stopped from the northern side 
of the stockade. That'was some time in April, 1864, I think. Next day he 
came over and said he would give us rations, (I was on the south side,) but that 
the fellows on the north side would not get rations because they did not do as 
he had ordered them to do. He said that they had broken ranks, and he would 
not give them any rations; and he did not. 

THE RATIONS. 

I was not kept in the stockade all the time I was there. I was put on duty 
in the bakery on the 29th of June, 1864. That was the bakery on the stream 
just above the stockade. My duties there were to unload the meal that came 
there and carry it into the bakery, and also to load the bread into the wagons 
for the stockade. The meal was generally very coarse, as if it was ground cobs 
and all. Other sacks seemed to be very good meal. A great many sacks came 
there in which the meal was mouldy and wet, as if it had been stored in a damp 
place. Some of it would come in large monldy chunks of meal. Sometimes it 
could not be used at all. It was not used. It was just thrown out by those 
who were making 'it up. 

[The sample of meal exhibited by De la Baume was here shown to the 
witness.] , 

That is a fair sample of a large portion. There were sometimes some sacks 
better than that, but very seldom. I1. was generally of that quality. I have 
sometimes noticed sacks coarser than that. I used to help in loading the bread 
into the wagons. The bread was baked in cakes about eighteen inches long, 
ten inches wide and two inches thick, made of this meal. 'ren of those loaves 
or " cards" were sent out to a detachment of two hundred and seventy men for 
one ,day. 'rhere was some baked in larger pans, about two and a half feet long'. 
fifteen inches wide and one and a half or two inches thick. There were four or 
four and a half of them sent, to each 270 men. Thoy were generally very poorly 
baked. The centre of them was almost always raw. They never could be 
baked properly. Those large "cards" that were baked in the night and sent 
in in the afternoon frequently became sour and st'ringy; it became stringy from 
the sour dough and the heat of the bread, and it was impossible to eat it. 
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/1 
THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I saw the chain-gang. When I first went outside of the stockade on the 29th 
of June, 1864, I saw twelve men in the chain-gang chained together under 
guard. Next morning they carne down to the bakery to wash. I gave them 
some water and pails to wash and also carried their rations to them from the 
bakery. I saw them almost every day for over a month or six weeks that they 
were together. They were placed in two files with a thirty-two pound ball 
chained to each outside leg of the file on the right side and on the left leg of 
the left file. '1'hen they were chained with what seemed to be two 100 pound 
balls, at least they called them 1DO pounders. There were three men of each 
file with chains attached to each one of these 100 pound balls. 'rhey had also 
a band of iron riveted around each man's neck, and a chain attached frJm one 
man to another. In tbat condition they were kept. I believe there were six 
men in each file. '1'he file leaders were not attached to the other file. If one 
man moved the whole twelve had to move. One of the file leaders was very 
poorly and seemed as though as he could lU:lrdly carry himself without carrying 
ball and chain; those in the gang with him complained about his being sick. 
He caused a great deal of trouble by reason of his having diarrhrea, and they 
all had to go witb him whenever he was called. I afterwards saw this sick man 
out of the chain-gang, but he had the ball upon his legs, also the band upon his 
neck. He afterwards died in the g·uard-honse. I saw our men who were on 
parole take the irons off him after he was dead. He was taken- from the chain
gang, but the thirty-two pound ball was left upon his leg and the band upon his 
neck, and they were left upon him until he died. I think he died three or four 
days after he was relieved from the chain-gang. I think he died some time in 
July. I do not know his name or his regiment. I never made inquiries about 
it. I think the same occurrence was testified to by one witness. I think I 
heard a different one testified to, although I do not recollect of any other oc
currence of a man dying in the chain-gang but this oue. I heard these men 
complain to us who had been ou t on parole that he was a great trouble to them. 

THE STOCKS. 

I have often seen men in those stocks that are spoken of. I have seen men 
in them very frequently. I never knew of men dyiug in the stocks. It was a 
common occurrence to see men standing in those stocks, and also men 1yi.ng down 
in the stocks that were made to hold men in that way. They had to lie upon 
their backs with their feet about a foot from the ground; they lay in that posi
tion all day in the sun. I know of one man In particular; he was a man who 
used to drive one of' the wagons that drew rations into the stockade. He also 
used to help draw the dead with the same team. This man, for something or 
other, was put in there. I saw him lying on the ground all of one .day in the 
sun. I cannot think of his name, although I did know it. 

A PRISONER SHOT BY WIRZ'S ORDER.' 

I do not recollect "OJ;Iickamauga's" name. I recollect hearing them say he 
belonged to .the ninety-sixth Illinois. I was at my tent and saw a crowd around 
the gate. I walked down towards the gate and saw Oaptain Wirz on his gray 
horse inside the gate. I walked up towards the crowd. Just as I got there 
Captain Wirz carne to the gate and I asked him what the trouble was, and he 
said that the 'boys were having some fun with "Ohickamauga." I turned 
around to go back towards my tent, when I heard the report of a gun and saw 
the guard just drawing back his musket and I saw, the smoke of the gun. I 
turned around to go back again near the dead-line, and saw this cripple lying 
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just inside the dead-line. He seemed as if he was not quite dead; he was 
writhing in the agonies of death. I turned with some of the boys who took him 
up and were conveying-him to the hospital. I walked along ,,,ith them a.nd 
looked at him. After I got some distance away, J looked around and saw Cap
tain Wirz upon the sentry box with the sentry. I did not hear anything said 
or any remarks made by him to the sentinel. I went off to my tent pretty 
thoroughly disgusted. 

WIRZ'S BOASTS OF THE VALUE OF HIS SERVICES. 

I heard Captain Wirz make a remark with reference to what he was doing 
there. He was just inside the gate one day; there was quite a crowd there talk
ing. I heard one of the boys making the remark, that he would rather be at 
the front with Sherman or Grant than to stay there. Captain Wirz made the 
remark that he was doing more for the confederate government there than any 
general in the field, and he made some other remark which I did not hear dis
tinctly. It was just inside the gate. 

PRI,VATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PftlSONERS. 

I was on duty at the bakery when that detachment of Stoneman's cavalry 
which was captured was brought in. They were brought there, taken out of 
the cars and put under guard, just east of the railroad, on the side of the rail
road towards the prison. They were stripped of almost everything they had in 
the shape of clothing that was worth anything-boots, blankets and hats. A 
large number of the men came down to the stockade bare-headed and bare-footed. 
I went up towards the depot afterwards and saw large piles of clothing, stuff 
that seemed to be plunder taken from the prisoners. 'l'hat was in August, 1864, 
or in the latter part of July. 

THE PRISON RULES. 

I recollect while I was in the stockade, several times, once particularly, a 
rebel sergeant, after counting our squad, had some orders from Captain Wirz to 
read t.o us. He read them, stating that if any prisoner attempting to escape 
was recaptured, he would be made to wear a ball and chain for thfl rest" of his 
imprisonment, and that a sergeant having charge of a squad and failing to report 
a prisoner who had escaped from his squad would be put in irons and be kept 
in irons until the prisoners were recaptl!red. He said the order was signed by 
Captain Wirz. Another time he came in, counted us off, and told us the orders 
were to remain in line till all the prisoners were counted. In the daytime they 
used to have a sentinel on every other post, but that day there were two sentinels 
on each· post. He pointed to them and said, " You see that they have doubled 
the guarJs; there are two now upon each post, and they have orders to fire into 
any squad that breaks out or attempts to break out." The rebel sergeant said 
that. "But," said he, I, it is not 'by my orders, I assure you." Some oi the boys 
asked by whose order it was,~nd he said by Captain Wirz's order. I was there 
when a gun was fired over the stockade. '1'here seemed to be considerable 
excitement there. I did not know what it was about; all the regiments were 
brought in line, double-quick, down to the front part of the stockade, and drawn 
up in line. All the gunners seemed to be at their posts, and there seemed to be 
great excitement in the camp. I did not learn the cause of the excitement. 
The next thing I ?ear~ was a cannon fired, and the ball went over the top of 
the stockade, not .mto It. The troops were all under arms at the same time. 

Oross~examined by COUNSEL: 
I was not near the fort where the gun was fired from; I heard the gnn fired. 
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THk: RATIONS. 

I was at work in the bakery from the 27th of .June, 1864, to the 12th of Sep
tember, 1864. There were two relief~, and in each relief thirteen men, working 
at the bakery, and four or five extra hands, making about thirty-two hands in 
the bakery. 'rhose were all Union prisoners. A man by the name of James 
Duncan, a rebel, controlled them. There were no rebel soldiers or officers over 
them bnt this Duncan. Each of those reliefs had one of our men as boss-baker, 
and Duncan had charge of everything. They received their orders through Dun
can. All the boss-bakers did was to see that the bread was baked. 'l'he meal was 
generally brought in the morning. I helped to carry it in and put it in the bakery. 
When it was baked, it was issued to the troops in the afternoon. There was 
hardly ever any meal or any stores of any kind kept on hand in the bakery. 
Almost alwaysiwhen it was not sent into camp in the morning, it was baked through 
the nig-ht. ",Ye baked night and day-one relieffor the night, and the other for the 
day. Duncan and a man named Humes took it to the stockade after it was 
baked. Humes went into the stockade and issued it It was sent in through 
Mr. Duncan. '['hp,re was a clerk there who received the orders, whD told me 
how much to issue to each detachment. He received those orders from Captain 
Wirz. 'rhe clerk was oue of our own men. He had his station at the bakery; 
he staid at the bakery all the time. Duncan and Humes, and his clerk, were 
the only three that had anything to do with the business while I was there. 
I never knew of any of those men being arrested on charges preferred against 
them for stealing or selling the bread. I saw Captain vVirz at the bake-house 
quite often; llC would generally come down and go through it, and then go out 
again. I never heard him give any orders. I never .saw him interfere with the 
management of the bake-house. 'l'his Duncan seemed to have the care of the 
surronndings of the bakery-the keeping of it clean. Some of us men were 
detailed as a police around the bakery. They seemed to attend to their duties 
properly. It was not made clean, and properly kept around the bakery. Im
mediately round, near the door, and in the bakery, it seemed to be kept clean, 
but the filth of the cook· house and bakery was thrown off some distance. from 
the bakery imo a swamp, and that was very filthy. That swamp ran down to 
the brook. 'rhe offal was thrown in there by Duncan's order; at least I heard 
him order the men to throw their trash out in the swamp. It was five or six 
rods from the creek where they threw most of the stuff. I 'heard the men ask 
Duncan where they should throw some grease and stuff that came from the 
cook-house. 'l'his was before the cooking was removed. '['he stuff was liquid, 
and in a barrel; Duncan told him to throw it out there, pointing to!1 place in 

. the swamp. There was very little to be thrown into that swamp after tile 
cook-house was removed; nothing more than the sweepings of the bake-house. 
This did not make the water in the creek greasy. Filth would accumulate 
around where the men were working. 'rhe sweepings of the meal would be 
scattered and become sour, and would cause. the water to be filthy. vVe 
used to take water from that creek to mix the brea,d with. It could not help to 
be otherwise than unclean, because the rebel camps were above, and they always 
used the creek to wash their clothes, and for every other purpose. The water 
in the well above the bakery was not good. I do not know what caused the 
water in the well to be bad; it seempd to be be clear, but it was verybad.tasted. 
There was a small spring above, where they usea. to get drinking-water fi·om. 
We often used to speak about the uncleanliness of that brook. I often heard 
them speak of it, and say that the offill of the bakery ought to be removed some
Where else where it could not run into the prison. We would have had to take 
it a good ways from the bakery, and we had no way of disposing of it. I never 
heard auy orders given by Captain Wirz that they should be taken off over 
the hill. 

. H. Ex. Doc.,23--20 
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THE PRISON RUUES. 

I think it was in May that the orders 1 have spoken of were read. It was 
about the same time that the sentries were doubled and the posts so strongly 
guarded. I think that had nothing to do with the prisoners breaking out and 
turning the guns on the camp. 

I 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I do not know what the men in the chain-gang had done to receive that pun
islJillent, more than what. I heard them say themselves. 'That was all through 

, the month of July, that I saw them there. I saw some of the same, men, that 
I am sure of. I saw one man in particular who was there all the month of 
July. 

By the OOUUT : 

I do not know what he was put in for, only what he said himself when he 
was in the. chain-gang, He said he had endeavored to escape from the prison 
and was brought back and put in the chain-gang. 

By OOUNSEL: 
He did not say anything abont having been paroled and having violated his 

parole: 
By the OOURT : 

I recollect this one man being kept all throngh the month of July. I think 
it was some time in the month of Angust he was taken out. I know of his being 
there over a month. I am positive of that. His clothing seemed to be pretty 
good. He had a hat or cap on and had also a jacket and pants. 

ILLNESS OF CAPTAIN WIRZ. 

Upon the meeting of the court, on the 13th of September, the judge advocate 
laid before the commission the following letters: 

OLD CAPITOL PRISON, 
Washington, D. C., Septembe,' 13, 1865. 

SIR: Captain Wirz has been pronounced by the surgeon at this place to be too much 
prostrated to be able to appear before your court to-day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. WEIST, 

Cflptain and IJIilitary Superintenden, O. C. Prison. 
Colonel CHIPl\fAN, Judge Advocate. 

OLD CAPITOL PRISON, 
Washington, D. C., September 13, 1865. 

CAPTAI:s": I have the honor to inform yOll that Captain vVirz is nnable to leave his room 
to-day. He is snffering from nervons prostration. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. IIi. FORD, 

Captain IVmsT, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. A. 

Superintendent O. C. Prison. 

Oounsel for the accused making no objection, the proceedings of the last 
meeting were read and approved. 

MR. BAKER REQUESTED TO PRODUC~l EVIDENCE OF WITNESSES HAVING BEEl'i 
TAMPBRED WITH. 

'1'he PUESIDENT called the attention of Mr. Baker, prisoner's counsel, to the 
fact that he had promised to furnish the names of witnesses alleged to have 
been tampered with, and inquired whether he was prepared to furnish those 
names. 
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Mr. BAKER. I stated at the time that I could not give the names of any 
witnesses, as I am not acquainted with any of them. I went privately to the 
judge advocate. 

'l'he PRF.SIDENT. That has already been stated. The question is whether 
you can furnish the names of the witnesses. 

Mr. BAKER. I would do so cheerfnlly if I could, but I cannot. 
The PRESIDE8T. Does the court wish any further action taken 1 
The JUDGE. ADVOCATE. I have nothing to say or propose in regard to that 

matter. 
The PRESIDENT. The court appears to be satisfied with the inference to be 

drawn from the fact that the cOllnsel is unable to give the names of any witnesses 
who are alleged to have been tampered with, and they exonerate the judge 
advocate from allY imputation suggested or implied by the former statement of 
the counsel. (See p. 265.) 

LETTER FROM JUDGE JAMES CASEY, PERMITTING U::;E OF THE COURT OF CLAIMS 
ROOM. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATF.. I hold in my hand a letter which I received last 
night from Hon. James Casey, chief juetice of the Court of Claims, and, as we 
hold this room by his courtesy and kindness, I think it is due to him and to 
ourselves that this letter be placed on the record, as showing that the military 
authorities diel not arbitrarily take possession of this room. 

CHERRY RUN HOTEL, 
Rouseville, Pa., September 7, 1865. 

DEAR Sm: My absence and bad mail facilities in this region, will acconnt for the long 
delay in my answer to your note. Had I been there I should most cheerfully have given 
my consent·to the occupation of the court-room by the military C0Ul't.· I am glad you an
ticipated our concurrence, and trust you have had all the facilities Illy officers and servants 
could afford you. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JAS. CASEY. 

Colonel CIHPMAN. 

ADJOURNMENT OF COURT ON A.CCOUNT OF THE ILL::\fESS OF :.rHE PRISONER. 

On motion, the court, on account of the sickness of the prisoner, adjourned 
until September 14, directing that, at that time, a report as to the condition of 
the prisoner be presented from the medical officers having the care of him. 

The commission met on the 14th of September. Present all the members. 
Thp counsel for the prisoner were also present. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE stated that he had received through Captain Weist, 
superintendent of the Old Capitol prison, the following letter from the surgeon 
having the care of Captain Wirz: 

OLD CAPITOL PRISON, 
Washington, D. C., September 14, 1865. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to inform you that Captain Wirz is some better, but unable 
to leave his room to-day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. M. FORD, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon U. S. A. 
Oaptain ·WEIST, 

Superint6ndent Old Capitol Prison. 

The JUDGE A.DvocATE stated that he had addressed a note to Doctor Ford 
inquiring whether the prisoner would probably be able to be in attendance to
morrow, but the messenger had reported that he had been unable to find the 
doctor. . 
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On motion, the commission took a recess half an hour, in order that a reply 
might be received from the physician. 

On the reassembling of the court, the judge advocate stated that the mes
sp.nger had not been able to find Dr. Ford. 

lVIr. BAKER stated that he had visited the prisoner yesterday, and that he ap
peared much prostrated. 'l'hough he might be able to corne here to-day 1)1' to
morrow, the lJhysical exertion and mental excitement might again prostrate him, 
so that the commission would have to adjourn over. By an adjournment now 
for a few days, the prisoner might acquire strength, so that the trial could pro
ceed without further interruption. He was extre;m.elyanxious that the trial 
should proceed as speedily as possible. 

On motion, the commission adjourned tilllVIonday morning, September 18, at 
ten o'clock. 

The commission met on the 18th of September. Present all the members 
except General Geary. The prisoner and his counsel were also present. 

rrhe JUDGE ADvocA'rE stated that General Geary. who, since the adjourn
ment of the court, had left on a visit to his horne, had not vet returned, and 
from the arrang·p.ment of the trains could hardly be expected t~ be here till about 
3 o'clock p. m. In view of this fact, and also in consideration of the obviously 
prostrated condition of the prisoner, the judge advocate sllggested an adjoum
ment until September 19, 1865. Whereupon the commission adjoul'lled until 
September 19, at 10 o'clock. 

MR. BAKER SUBMITS A SUPPLEMENTAL LIST OF WITNESSES FOR THE DEFE:"1CE
REMARKS THEREUPOX. 

Upon the meeting of tIle court on the 19th of September, lVIr. Baker submit
ted a supplemental list of witnesses for whom the defence desired the government 
to send, acco'llpanied with a statement of the natnre of the evidence they are 
expected to gIve. :Mr. Baker said: rrhese are all the wi tnesses that we are under 
the necessity of having a messenger sent for. There are a large number of 
others who I hope can be reached by mail. For those I shall ask subpcenas,and 
run the risk of the mail failing to reach them. I have given the names of all 
those for whom I suppose it wiII be necessary to have a courier despatched. 

A :MEMBER OF THE COURT. You state in refcrence to one of tho~e witnesses 
that he would testify that the sq uad outside had the same provisions as the 
confederates. It is evidence that those outside had double rations. 

Mr. BAKER. It is impossible, of course, for us to go into all the pi1rticulars as 
to the testimony which these witnesses will g·ive. I must state ~omethillg to 
show their materiality; but, in doing so, I do not by any means state all that we 
expect to prove by them. There are other points of great importance which 
we' expect to prove. 1 do not suppose the court will require that I shall state all 
the points which will be enlbraced in the evidence of the witnesses. I desire 
tluit the court will direct that these witnesses be sent for immediately, so that 
they may be here in time. . 

The JUDGE ADVOCATg said that, as the witnesses whose names had' been 
presented resided in different parts of the cOl1litry, some in Florida, some in 
Georgia, some in Alabama, some in South Carolina, a single messenger could 
110t probably serve the subpcenas and secure the presence of the witnesses in less 
than six weeks. He therefore suggested, as a muchquickcr and surer method 
of obtaining the attendance of the ,vitnesses, that 'the commandants of the uearest 
military posts be telegraphed to. If the witnesses could be found at all, the 
military authorities could find them with much more expedition and certainty 
than any messenger that might be sent. 

Mr. BAH:ER said that he would not object to any plan which would be effectuaL 
What was desired. was that some one should zealously search and follow up 
witnesses whom there might be some difficulty in finding.' 
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Th JUDGE ADVOCATE replied that the military authorities would use every 
$ t ethrough detectives and <;>fficers in the secret service, to find the witnesses. 

e ~h'e court was cleat'ed for deliberation, and when the doors were reopened, it 
, announced that the commission had decided to direct that the judge advo

w~s send subpcenas for the persons named to the commandants of the different 
:il~tary departments in which they are supposed to r~side. 

SEPTEMBER 19, 1865. 

THE DISPOSITION	 OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL CHANDLER'S REPORT SHOWING THE 
C01llUITION OF THB ANDERSONVILLE PlllSON. 

R. T. H. KEAN, for the prosecution: 
I was employed as a private soldier for some eight or ten months in 1861, 

in the army of Northern Virginia, then commanded by General Johnston. From 
February, 1862, till April, Hi62, I was assistant adjutant general of the brigade 
commanded by Brigadier General George ""V. Randolph. In April, 1862, when 
Mr. Randolph became secretary or war, I was appointed chief of the bureau of 
war at Richmond, and remained so until April of the present year. I know 
Mr. Seddon's handwriting. 'l'he words "Noted, filed, J. A. S ," on General 
Winder's report, are, I believe, his handwriting. I am familiar with the hand
writing of the assistant secretary, Judge Campbell. '1'he indorsement signed 
"J.A.Campbell,A. S. ""V,," on Colonel Chandler's report,is in his handwriting. 
The brief is in the hand writing of R. B. Welford, who was a clerk in the war 
office, He was an intellig'ent lawyer, and his duties were chiefly of a legal 
character. When'legal questions were to be investigated they wera referred to 
him for evisceration, and bulky documents were frequently referred to him and 
he digested and briefed them; he would sometimes at the same time express 
an opinion on the contents. I remember that a report was made by Colonel 
Chandler with regard to the Andersonville prison I was on duty there as chief 
of bureau of war. I do not recollect the date that report was made-probably I 
cannot come within two months of it-but my impression is it was made about a 
year ago in August or September. I saw it at the time. I have no doubt the 
paper marked" Exhibit 18',' is the same report to which I refer. I did not ex
amine it with a view to note whether it bore any changes or erasures, and do 
not recollect it with sufficient distinctness to be able to say whether it is in letter 
and syllable the same as it was or not. It was laid before the secretary of war, 
Mr. Seddon, I think, by the assistant secretary, Judge Campbell. Judge 
Campbell and myself had some conversation about it. I am not quite certain 
whethel: it was bflfore or after it was submitted to the secretary, but I think it 
was on the day the report was received in the war office from the adjutant gen
eral's office. After I had got through with the press of my own duties I glancecl 
!t over h'astily, not having' time to read it very deliberately, and it was the sub
Ject of some conversation Qetween Judge Campbell and myself, the conversatio.u 
being some comments on matters stated in the report. '1'he conversation on the 
part of Judge Campbell is very well indexed by this indorsement. I do not 
remember to have had any conversation with him about the report after it was 
submitted to the secretary. It is quite possible something may have been said be
t~een us later than the day of its reception in the war office, but I have no dis
tmct recollection upon that subject. I do not know that the report was acted 
upon by the secretary of war. I think I should have known it if it had been. 
I do not mean to say that I knew all the action the secretary of war took by a 
great deal, but it would probably have been in my way to know it if action had 
been taken. upon it. I am unable to say how long it lay upon his table. Pa
pers, esp~cIaUy bulky papers, were somewhat apt to lie upon his table, particu
larly last year, when, from the circumstances of the case, the pressure upon him 
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was infinitely greater than before. The matter was subsequently called to his 
attention. About the 1st of February, 1 think, a day or two before his resigna
tion, after his resignation was sent in and before it was accepted, Lieutenant 
Chandler, the officer who made the report, was in Richmond for the purpose of 
de:::iring some action upon it. A controversy had grown up between him and 
General Winder in reference to the subject-matter of the report, which had re
sulted in an issue of veracity between them. That, as Colonel ClJaucUer stated 
to me, and as Colonel Chilton, the inspector general, adjutant geueral's office, 
stated to me, rendered it very desirable to Colonel Chandler that some disposi
tion should be made of the paper. I do not know that any action was ever 
taken upon it. None was taken at that tjme. As I stated, the resignation was 
pending at the time, and he went out of office on the 7th of February. General 
Breckinridge came into office on the 8th, and gave very little attention to the 
papers from that time. The indorseme:nt on this paper was made by me and 
that is my signature. I was at ·that time acting as chief of the bureau of war. 
'1'his indorsement was in relation to the same report, and was the same matter in 
controversy between Colonel Chandler and General Winder. I was in the habit 
sometimes of presenting such matters to the secretary with a verbal statement; 
at otl1er times when it was difficult to speak to him, I would put the paper on 
Ilis table, with a memoraudum of this kind, not intended as an official document, 
but as a memorandum, merely to accompany the paper into his hands and draw 
attention to it, and then of no further use. 'l'his is a paper of that character. 

The paper of which the following is a copy was submitted in evidence by the 
judge advocate and is appended to this record: 

Honorable Secretal'y of War: 
These papers involve a painful personal issue between the inspecting officer and General 

Winder. Colonel Chilton, acting inspector gelJeral, has requested, for this reason, that action 
be taken on them. so as to relieve one or the other of the parties. 

Respectfully, 
R. T. H. KEAN, 

Chief of Bureau of War. 
FEBRrARY 6, ]865. 

From the way in which Judge Campbell spoke of this report at the time re
ferred to just now, I think it excited special interest on his part. 'l'hat was the 
first and only conversation I distinctly remember. 

Q. Did you ever have a' conversation with him subsequently, in which he 
stated that he had not been able to draw the attention of the secretary to the 
matter? 

'A. I do not recollect :::uch a one in reference to this paper particularly. I do 
not say such a one may not have occurred, because it was not unusual for us in 
our intercourse to remark upon the difficulty of getting papers-especially bulky 
papeTs-dis posed of. I mean by bulky papers, such as would occupy con
siderablr length of time in reading. 

Q. Would you call this report of eight pages a bulky paper. 
A. My impression is that there was a good deal of matter accompanying that· 

paper which is not there now. The report itself is not particularly bulky, though 
it is much larger than tbe average of papers that came to the war office. 'When 
you first handed it to me it seemed to me not one-fourth of the size of the pack
age of papers I recollected. This is all of the original report itself. 

Cross-exallJined by ComlsEL : 
I do not remember in what month the matter first came to my attention. It 

would be pure guess-work to try to give any idea what month it was. Hecords 
were kept iu the office which ascertained all that with precision, and my atten- , 
tion was not given to recollecting the date of the receipt of papers for that 
reason. Every paper was examined upon the day of its reception in the office, 
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that if a pape!' came in on a certain day I would see it that day. I think the 
~? e I have mentioned was the time it was received in the office. It came 
I~"inally to the a.djutant alld inspector general's office. General Samuel Oooper 
on~ adjutant and inspector general. Oolonel R. H. Ohilton was on special duty 
~athat office as assistant inspector general, and papers of this decription would 
~:ve been referred witho~t ex~min~tion in the adjutall;t ge.neral's office on receipt 
there to him, and· exammed III hIS office~ and .by hIm, If n~c~ssary, would be 
'eferred'to the secretary of war, where IllS actIOn was reqmsIte. All papers
~hat were received in my office I examined so far as the briefs were concerned. 
They were brir;fed .by my clerks, and I examined the briefs. I~ they were such 
as required actIOn III that office, I passed them over to the assIstant secretary. 
I presum~ it w~s the same day the report arrived in my office that I had this 
conversatIOn WIth Judge Oampbell-at farthest not further than the next. I 
cannot tell that first conversation-what I first said and what he replied to me. 
r think I can relate the amount of it. I do not know which of us mentioned 
the subject of the report first, or how it carne to be mentioned. My impression 
is that, after glancing over the report, I asked him if he had seen it, and he said 
he had., I was sItting at my desk with the report before me at the time, and he 
turned over one or two pages and pointed his finger to some paragraphs in it 
with some remarks about them, the precise tenor of which I do not recollect, but 
the impression left upon my mind being that those were matters which lie con
sidered bad. 

Q. Oan you tell us what subject those matters related to; what portion of the 
report; whether it was as to the question of veracity bctween General vVinder 
and Oolonel Ohandler, or to the condition of the prison, or what it was 1 

A. 'l'he issue of veracity had not then been raised. One subject I do recol
lect his pointing' to in that way was the rate of mortality. I am not sure of 
Ij,nything else. 

He did not indicate any precise thing to be done. He did not say whether 
it should be taken up and acted on. It had not been acted on, and we both 
knew it. It had not yet gone into the secretary's hands. It was on the secre 
tary's table; whether he read it or not, I cannot say. I had no means of know
ing it. I am unable to say how long it was on his tahle. I cannot say with 
certainty how long it was after it left me before I saw it on his table. I was in 
his office, constantly, every day, and there would be possibly from a dozeu to 
half a peck of papers on his table. I would not examine each .one, and I can
not tell, particularly what day I saw this one there. I cannot recollect that I 
ever saw this paper lying there singly and alone. Generally, indeed I may say 
invariably, there were a number of papers on his table. There were always 1).t all 
times several bundles of papers on his table. 'rhere was nothing unusual in 
seeing this paper lying there without attention any more than others. I do not 
remember the number of papers accompanying this report. My recollection is 
that the package of papers was much larger than it is now. 'I'here is an indorse
ment on the report which indicates, I think, the number of enclosures. 

'fHE SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS IN GBORGIA IN 1864 AND 1865. 

SEPTEMBER 19, 1865. 
w. T. DAVENPORT, for the prosecution: 

. I reside iu Americus, Sumter county, Georgia. I was there during the rebel
han. I was tithe agent, from April, 1864, till the surrender, for Sumter county. 
I have made a memorandum of the amount of stores, provisions, coming- into my 
hands during the year 1864. I can make a statement with regard to it. I 
made this memorandum carefully from the books in order to refresh my memory 
as to the amounts received from the 1st April, 1864, till 1st January, 1865, and 
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from 1st January, 1865, till the surrender. The amount of bacon received at 
that depot from t\umter county and from the counties of Schley, Webster, and 
:&farion (of which my depot, being on the railroad, was the r~ceiving depot) for 
the year 1864 was 247,768 pounds; we received of COl'll 38,900 bushels; we 
received of wheat 3,567 bushels; we received 3,420 pounds of rice, (in the rough;) 
of peas, we received 817 bushels; we received of sirup of West India cane and 
sorghum (we made no distinction; we put it all 'together,) 3,700 gallons; we re
ceived of sugar 1,166 pounds. From the 1st January, 1865, till the 19th of 
April, which was the time of the surrender, I received from tbose same 
counties 155,726 pounds of bacon, and 13,591 bushels of corn. I received 
only 86 bushels of wbeat. 'I'his was the remnant due on the old crop, the new 
crop not baving been gathered. That was the reason why the amount was so 
smal1. I received of rice, (rough,) 2,077 pounds; of peas, 854 bushels; of 
sirup, 5,082 gallons, and of sugar, 56 pounds. That completes the whole 
amount of the tithes received from those four counties by myself. We collected 
one-tenth of the whole crop. There was a depot at Andersonville. Some por
tions of the tithes were delivered there, and some portions were delivered to 
travelling companies that received titbes that were not reported to me. 'I'bey 
were reported to the post quartermaster, but never came into my county reports. 
What proportion they formed, I cannot tel1. Two of these counties were 
quite small, Schley and Webster counties. My county, Sumter, and Marion are 
fair average counties. 

EFFORTS OF LADIES TO RENDER ASSISTANCE TO PRISONERS. 

I beard of the efforts being made by the ladies of my vicinity to render assist
ance to the federal prisoners WllO were suffering at Andersonville and of their 
being rejected. I know nothing of my own knowledge about it. 

1111'. BAK I'.R. I have no objection of bis stating what he heard; that is part 
of our defence. I am willing he shall state the whole. 

I heard there was an effort made by the ladies of our town and vicinity to 
give relief to the suffering prisoners at Andersonville, and that they had made 
two successful trips with provisions to carry in to the prisoners, and that the 
thit'd time they were repulsed by General Winder and almost insulted, so that 
they did not attempt the thing any more. 

Cross-examineq. by COUN'SEL : 
I did not hear that General Winder insulted Captain Wirz because he insisted 

that the goods should come in. I don't think I heard any other person com· 
plained of except General vVinder in relation to the movement of the ladies of 
Americus. 

THE SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS IN GEORGIA IN 1864-'65. 

I began to act as tithing agent fOT those four counties on the first day of April, 
1864, and continued till the close of the war. I turned the articles I have men
tioned over to Mr. N. B. Harrold, who was commissary agent of those counties 
of Major Allen at Columbus, who was commissary agent for the district. All 'the 
stores were shipped through Harrold, and what disposition he made of tl!em I 
could not say. I knew at the time I turned them over that he was a confederate 
officer.· I had orders to do it. I was 110t acting as an officer. I went into the 
office more to support my family than anything else; I was a private citizen and 
civil officer. I was appointed, but I had no commission. The post quartermaster 
appointed me. He was a confederate officer. He had a commission. I was 
acting then as a civil officer for the county. I did not receive any pay. It was 
an office without pay-an office of honor only; not much honor either. It was 
an office in our State which is devoid of either honol' or profit-judge of the 
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inferior court. All I received I turned over to the commissary. They brought 
their tithes to me; I never went out in the country. I never went out to see what 
amount of stores they had. We arrived at the amount of stores tllere were in 
the country in this way: .We had an assessor, an offiee conneeted with the eol
lector's office; parties would come in to the assessor and state, under oatll, that 
they had produeed so much, and the assessor would assess one-tenth of the whole 
crop to be collected by me. The assessment papers were then turned over to 
me, and upon those assessments I made the collection. All those statements 
were given in nnder oath. 'l'he planters made oath-those that' prodnced the 
cropS. A man, for instance, would swear that he had produced so many pounds 
of pork, say ten thousand ponnds of pork; well, e"ery thousand pounds of pork 

. is estimated at six hundred pounds of baeon, and tlley then collected one-tenth 
of six hundred, which would be sixty pounds of bacon to the thousand pounds 
of Dork. 'l'hese statements were brought to me by the assessor. He was not 
the' oue that travelled in the country. It was his duty to travel, but he did not 
travel; the parties came in to him and he made the assessments. Each planter 
brought his tithe in for himself. He brought the stor':lS in and delivered them 
to me. I did not take his affidavit as the ground on which I received them. 
The assessor took his affidavit and turned the assessment over to me. I took 
that as the account against them, and I collected it: It was like a judgment. 
'1.'here were some complaints about it. Sometimes parties would complain that 
they had given in too much; they had been laboring under a misapprehension. 
They never complained that they had given too little, but they frequently com
plained that they had given too much. I ascertained in that way the condition 
of the crops in that year; whether they were good or bad. Frequently inquiries 
would be instituted by the post quartermaster if their statements were true, and 
if so he would release them to the extent that they claimed release. There was 
little, very little indeed of releaf~ing in that way. There were not a great many 
demands for it in proportion to the number taxed.· We were harassed by per
haps ten or a dozen, but not more than three or four, I think, got released. In 
1864, the first year, bacon accumulated'with me to a very large amount. The col
lection began, I think, on the 1st of March. It was before I went in, but that was 
the time to beg'in the collection of bacon, and it remained there until some time in 
June before it was rem0ved. I think at one time we had 150,000 pounds of bacon 
at once. I knew it was a matter of complaint among the citizens that the army 
was suffering for provisions while large amounts accumulated in the quarter
master's office. I think the cause of that detention was want of transportation. 
In 1864' wheat would commence to corne in from May, scattering all along till 
the epd of the year. I noticed some after the 1st January. My report does 
not show at what time it came in; it only shows just the aggregate amount. I 
have no means of knowing in what month the larger quantity came in. A por
tion of it was gathered in May, and a portion of it was gathered in June, and 
from those months on to the 1st of J annary. The farmers generally sought a 
favorable time. The col'll would come in first about the middle of November, 
and all through the winter months.. It would not begin to come in previous to 
that rno.nth; it had to be prepared for keeping. The rice came in about from the 1st 
to the 31st of November. I received very little that would be of use durin?; 

. the snmmer months except the bacon; the bacon was all pretty much collected 
in the months of March and April. I do not remember how the crops were in 
1863. I did not go as tithe agent till 1864, and had no connection with the 
office before that. I heard comparisons' between the crops of 1864 and 1863, 
but I do not remember. When I first commenced in my office something came 
into my possession from the crops of 1863, but I do not remember; I did not 
make a statement of it. I know nothing about the crop being damaged and 
most destroyed in 1863; if it was, I do not remember it. I am a merchant; I 
am not brought in connection with agricultural matters. 
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By the OOURT : 

It was bacon of good quality. It takes 60 pounds of the clear grain to make 
a bushel of rice. I do not know how much rough rice it takes, but I think it 
takes 144 pounds of rough to make a clear bushel of sixty pounds. We had 
tables of all these things, but I have forgotten them. I do not state this to be a 
true estimate. From my idea of the weight of the chaff it would be too much. 
The corn we received in 1864 was intended to be the growth of that year, but 
sometimes the planters in delivering their corn would deliver old corn in place 
of new. It would be sacked up and could not be detected till it was carried to 
the mill. Some few sacks were found in that condition. There was tithing in 
1863; it began in the fall, I think, of 1863. I think it commenced in September 
of that year; my remembrance is not. very clear on that point. There was a 
good deal of bacon on hand when I went into the office; a portion of the bacon 
which I reported was on hand. 

By COUNSEL: 

I have no means of telling what proportion of the supplies I have mentioned 
carne in in the fall months. 

Q. Oan you from your judgment give us some idea? 
A. Well, the corn and the bulk of the wheat was delivered in the summer 

months, but then some portions of it would be delivered all along; some even 
beyond the 1st J annary, 1865. 

By the COURT: 

All the pork came in early in the season, They delivered it early in the 
season because it weighed then better. '.rhe sooner it was delivered the less 
loss there was in it. 

THE MARIOXG OF THE GRAVES OF UNION SOLDIERS A'I' ANDERSONVILLE; 
NUMBER OF GRAVES; AND THE MANNER IN WHICH THE SOLDIERS WERE 
BURIED BY THE REBEL AUTHORITIES. 

SEPTEAIBER 19, 1865. 

Captain JAMES M. MOORE, for the prosecution: 
My position is assistant qmlrtermaster United States army. I was engaged from 

July 26, 1865, till August 16, in marking the graves of Union soldiers at An
dersonville; also in enclosing the cemetery. The whole number of interments 
was 12,912. There were 12,397 graves marked with names; 451 unknown. 
The number of graves in the small· pox cemetery was sixty-four; that includes 
all that I was able to find. I found no graves whatever in the stockade, 
though Oolonel Griffin, who was appointed by General Wilson to superintend 
the cemetery before my arrival, stated-- . 

MI'. BAKER objected to witness stating what he had heard from ,Oolonel 
Griffin. 

We found the bodies interred in trenches averaging from olle hundred to two 
hundred yards long. They were buried so closely that the tablets which 
marked the graves almost touched each other. The tablet measured but ten 
inches. In some places the distance between them was greater, but the tablets 
were seldom more than two inches apart, making about one foot for each man. 
"Ve marked the graves with the number, the name, the company and regiment, 
and the date of death. "Ve got the data from the records which had been kept 
at the prison, and which were captured by General Wilson. I got them from 
the "Val' Department. At the head of many of the graves was a stake numbered, 
that number corresponding with a similar number in the book, to which the 
name was attached, showing the occupant of the grave. 'l'hat was the only 
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index we had. In many cases those stakes were knocked down, and we were 
obliged to.measure the distance from one stake to another. li'or in~ta~1Ce, between 
10,500 and 13,000 there ·wou.ld probably be a dozen stakes mlssmg, and we 
would count off a space occupIed by the staked that were up, so as to know the 
occupant of the grave, as far as possible. Of those who were bUl'ied last the 
graves were not marked, and we were unable to identify th~m. In such c.ases 
on the head-board were placed the.words" Unknown-Umted States soldIer." 
They were b~ried in trenches; the trenches,a distance of probably six ~eet 
apart, in some lllstances not more than four. There was a mam avenue runmng 
through the centre. There was no enclosure whatever. I found no graves 
exposed. They had been cared for. The officer appointed by General Wilson had 
taken charge of the cemetery. I found a gentleman in charge of it who was 
formerly an officer. His name was Colonel Griffin. I know that when he got 
there the bodies were exposed, from the fact that when I got there I found, on 
putting down some of the boards, there was but a slight covering on some of the 

, bodies, and the hair of some of the men was exposed, showing that in some 
instances they were but a few inches underground. At the instance of the 
gover.nJ.Dent ~he graves were all mark:d; walks were laid out! th~ ce~et~ry, 
contaJDlllg fitty acI'es, was enclosed WIth a neat fence; appropnate mscrlptlOlls 
'were placed through the cemetery, and it was beautified, as much as my means
 
would permit.
 
, Counsel for the prisoner declined to cross-examine the witness.
 

By the CouR'r : 
The average depth at which I found the bodies buried was between two and 

three feet. '1'hey were all buried. I saw the remains of none. 'rhe stakes 
indicated that they were very close to each other. I did not see any of the 
bodies myself; they were all buried; theBtake at the head of each graveindi
cated how close. I did not take them up for re-illterment. No disinterments, 
whatever, were made. '1'hey were just marked where they were. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATK: 
It was not possible at that time of the year to disi~ter them. Besides, by 

labor, the graves can be made higher, and will, in the course of time, be just as 
deep as if the bodies were buried. again. All the men were found buried. 

By the COURT: 
The ground was well chosen for a burial place, and in the course of tiJ;ne it 

can be made a beautiful place. 

SEPTE,V1BER 19, 1865. 

JOHN L. YOUNKER, for the prosecution: 

I was in the·military service of the United States; in the 12th United States 
infantry. I enlisted March 31, 1862, for three years. I was a prisoner at An
dersonville from June 16, 1864, to September 12, 1864. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

, I kno,w about the use of hounds +-here for pursuing and cal'tUl'ing prisoners. 
There was a man, I suppose about fifty yeal'S of age, who was in charge of 
twelve bloodhounds; whenever he was on duty he always rode on a mule. 
I;l,egenerally went round the stockade every morning, and if he found the track 
of,a;nyprisoners he went in pursuit. 'l'here was one man, belonging to an 
In~l~naregiment, who was taken sick and sent to the hospital. }<'rom the 
~HsJ:nta~he tried to make his escape; he was recaptured by the bloodhounds, 

:~~~'s~nt.back to the stockade in the evening. He had an acquaintance in 
~''''04<:-
''-," -.. .

" ..'·'_'.:_>~:;f 
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the next hole to mine. The man's right ear was almost off; he was bitten in 
several places in the .!f>gs; he was all scratched, and had hardly any clothing 
on. I took a piece of myoId dirty shirt and helped to tie up his wounds. 
Then he gave up to a friend of his a likeness of his mother which he had, 
and said that he should send her this if he should never recover, because 
he believed he would die. The next morning he was dead. He gave t.his 
picture to one of my comrades He was a l'esident of the northern part of Ohio, 
and he said that the man should deliver the picture to his mother, as he should 
never recover, that he sllOuld die In that same com'ersation he said something 
as to how he had been injured. We questioned him, and he replied in a feeble 
voice that he had got about thirty-five or forty miles, and was strongly pursued 
by the hounds; that, as he was very weak, coming out of thfl so-called hos pital, 
he tried to climb up a bush, but was pulled down by one of the dogs, and so 
disabled that he could proceed no fnrther. We had to stir him up once in a 
while, give him a regular shake, so that he' might answer a few more questions, 
because he was expiring. I saw him after he was dead. 'l'hat was a few days 
before the six raiders were hung, which was on the 11th of July. 'l'hat blood
hound affair struck my mind. Shortly afterward, I was taken out on detail into 
the graveyard, and I one day met the old bloodhound man, and I asked him, 
" Why in the world are you committing such cruelties against us Yankees 1" 
" Why," said he, "it is the order of Oaptain Wirz. I would not do it, but he 
told me not to fetch back one of you Yankee sons of ---." I will omit the 
other expression, if' the court will allow me. 

1\1:1'. BAKER. I move that the court disregard the last portion of the answer 
in relation to what this man said to him about Captain Wirz. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE (to witness.) In this same conversation did you refer 
to the death of your comrade 1 

A. Yes, sir.
 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. That makes it a part of the res gesta;.
 
After deliberation 'by the court, the motion was not sustained.
 
It was Turner who made the remark I have stated. He said, "It is the
 

order from Captain Wirz to do so." I considered it very wrong; but at the 
same time old General Winder was there; we generally called him "the old 
tyrant;" and I thought, perhaps, it was an order from him. But when Lieu
tenant Davis came out to us one day, he said: "If any of you Yankees escape 
from the stockade, I will try to catch you, .because it is my business to keep 
you. But I am not like old Wirz; I will put you back in the stockade and 
let you try it over again. But if any of you grave-diggers escape, I will punish 
you." 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

I was on duty as a grave-digger. The prisoners were buried in trenehes 180 
feet long, 7 feet wide, and 3~ feet deep. That was the order we had from 
Capta~n Piggot, superintendent of the graveyard. They were laid side by side 
on theIr backs; and we generally covered them with some pine slabs or puncheons 
as they were ~alled, until these got so scarce that we could not get enough to 
cover the borhes, so we just put them in without anything covering them but. 
the ground. The bodies when they came there for interment were about half 
mortified. We could hardly touch them to pull them out of the wagons on to 
the old stretcher without their skin remaining in our hands; and they were full 
of vermin of all descriptions. 'l'wo teams, drawn by four mules each, were em
ployed in bringing the dead to the graveyard. They were covered wagons like 
our army wagons. . '.rhey were hauling steadily from morning till night almost. 
'1'he dead were placed right on top of each other in the wagons. '1'hey had 
hardly any clothes on. 
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VACCINATION. 

A great many came there without arms and without legs; but the legs did 
not show the sign orany medical instruments. The arms seemed to be unjointed, 
just dropping off. ArmR and legs were sent to us generally in old sack" with 
the dead. They were at the bottom of the wagon and the dead on top. The 
dead were brought there just like a farmer hauls fence rails, twenty or twenty
five in a load, one on top of another. I noticed this daily. '1'he greatel' part 
of it originated from vaccination. The sores were most ril!;ht here [on the outer 
part of the arm near the sboulderl and under the arms. You could look into the 
ribs and see the bone, and it looked all black and green and blne. ' , 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

The firsl act of cruelty which I saw committed by Captain Wirz was on the 
day of my arrival. We were marched from the railroad depot in front of his 
headquarters, which consisted or an old log cabin. He was most noted to me 
by the rel'olver which he t:arried in his belt, and the foreign accent wit,h which 
he spoke the English language. I and about fifteen more were on the extreme 
left of the line. 'vYe were counted out, as I was told by the gllard, to fill up old 

. detachments, and the rest of the men were all counted in nineties. Captain 
Wirz fussed around there, threatening and cursing. I thought he was a pretty 
rough customer. After the other men were all marched into the stockade we 
were marched in front of his headquarters and remained there. Captain Wil'z 
and several other rebel officers went inside. Oue of thA guards seemed to be a 
little friendly to me, and he told me the condition of the prisoners in the stockade; 
that they had no shelter or anything. I had been robbed in Richmond of every
thing I had. I saw an old piece of tin under the log-house, and as I am a 
blacksmith by profession, I thought I might make myself a pan out of that tin 
if I bad it. I reached for it. At the sarrie moment Captain 'vYirz canie out. 
He commenced cursing and said to the guard, "\Vhy don't you shoot that Yan
kee son of ---. I will keep you in line. Damn you, I will put you in the 
stockade and let you rot like a great many have done before." So I did not 
get the tin. I went in without it. 

CO:llDlTION OF THE PRISO:\TERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I was twenty-one days without shelter, and it was raining all the time. The 
rebels told me it was the preparation for the eqninoctial storm. I found misery 

.tbere in the highest dt'gree. '1'here was a sick-call about twic,e a week; it was 
supposed to be every day, but sometimes many of the surgeons were ab3ent, and 
sometimes we had no medicine. 'Ye took up our sick in blankets and on sticks, 
every which way. Some died on the road up to the gate. We had to fetch 

, them back very often without being looked at by the doctors. Like tJ ou.mnds 
of others I had to dig myself a hole in the ground. I had no shelter with lUt it 
Disease was raging in all its various degrees, from common toothache up to in
sanity. I would see men crawling on their hands and feet, crippled with scurvy, 
rheumatism, chronic diarrhCBa. and all diseases of that kind. In fact if a man 
was admitted 'to the hospital it was almost necessary to have his eyes fixed for 
the other world 01' he could not be accepted by the doctors. I mean by "having 
'his eyes fixed," almost dead. 

STOPPAOE OF RATIONS. 

'My mtions were stopped. Whenever Captain Wirz wanted to find out some 
thing in regard to tUlmelling, or if a man was absent from roll-cllll-some poor 
f~llow who might have gone to the sink in the centre of the stockade where the 
lIttle brook was, and become unable to return-our rations were stopped. On the 
4th of July, 1864, we did not get a bite. 
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THE CHAI:'IT-GANG. 

I have seen a great manytnen in the chain-gang, with iron collars round their 
necks. I have seen as many as a dozen, chained together. 

THE STOCKS. 

I have seen men in the stocks. The sto'cks were of various kinds. Some 
just held the feet ten or twelve inches higher than the ground, so that the man 
could either sit 01' lie down, exposed to all kinds of weather. Others held a 
man round the neck with his arms stretched out. As a man stood there in that 
way it appeared to me (I can find no other expression for it) just like the image 
of Christ crucified. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I have seen a great many men shot on the dead-line. It was a daily occur
rence. 'rhe shooting occurred nearly every day. Whenever they aimed at a 
man they never or very seldom hit the rig'ht one, but almost always killed 
another one six or eight yards off, and then we generally hallooed, "Ah !there 
is another thirty dayg' furlough for you." 

ACTS OF CIWELTY COMMITTED BY WlIlZ. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I went to Andersonville from Pemberton prison, Richmond. About 850 went, 

with me, all from that prison and Libby. On the occasion of my arrival at 
Andersonville Captain Wirz did nothing to me except swear, and curse the guard 
because he did not shoot me. He did not touch me. I have seen him touch 
other men with his own hands. I don't know who they were; they were not 
in the same line in which I stood. He shuffled them around, cllrsed them, and 
threatened them with all kinds of language as to what he would do. I never 
saw him kill a man. I only heard him say he would. That was all I heard 
about it. 

THE STOCKS. 

I have seen him put a man in the stocks;' he did not put him in himself; his 
subordinates did it while he stood right there and said they should do it. I 
have seen his subordinates put in the stocks one of those grave-diggers, a man 
belonging to a Rhode Island regiment. 'rhere were two brothers together, but 
their names I have forgotten. 'rhat was on the 9th September, just the day 
after vVillia'm Crandall escaped. The man who was put in the stocks was not one 
of those who had escaped. We had made up a plot all to escape, and Captain 
Wirz said that man was the ringleader. 'l'hat was the reason he put him into 
the stocks. During the day he had to dig graves, and at night he was put into 
the stocks. We had made a plot to run away. vVe should have run away if 
Captain Wirz had not detected us. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I saw thousands sick and dying in the stockade. I saw some of those who 
went with me from Richmond sick and dying there. Not a man of them was 
sick when they went there with me, because there was not a sick man sent from 
Richmond. They were all sound. No wounded man was sent; they were all 
retained at the hospitals in Richmond. None in our squad had becn wounded. 
We were captured at Cold Harbor. We were only four days in Richmond. 
That storm was called the preparation for the equinoctial storm; it was not the 
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storm itself, I suppose. I went away the 12th of September. It was not then 
beginning to prepare for the equinoctial storm. It was on my arrival, the 16th 
of June, when it rained every day. As the rebels said, it was preparing for the 
equinoctial storm. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

This putting in irons of which I have spoken occurred shortly after I went 
into the graveyard. I saw th\Jm in irons. I went out to the graveyard the 16th 
of July. I remainp,d inside the stockade precisely a month. I always after
wards worked in the graveyard. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

I saw Captain Wirz in the graveyard very often, because his residence was 
just beyond the graveyard, and he passed on his old grily horse every morning. 
He never did anything "in the graveyard. I never saw him commit any violence 
there; he just passed on the road to his headquarters. I suppose he had some
thing to do with the manner in which the dead were treated, because we had to 
hand in ollr report every evening to him. I never saw him touch any dead 
man in the burying-ground. I never saw him have anything to do with the dead 
men in the burying-gronnd. He gave us directions how deep we should dig the 
graveS. We dug them in accordance with his orders. three and a llalf feet deep. 
lIe gave no orders in anything else about the burying-ground. We olJ,ce made 
application for angther stretcher. He said we should go to Dr. White, and Dr. 
White said that we should go to Captain Wirz. 'The old stretcher had such a 
big hole in it that the dead wonId sometimes fall through as we were carrying 
them from the" wagon to the grave. We made application to Captain Wirz, as he 
passed one morning. to p:et us a new stretcher. He said we should go to Surgeon 
White. vVe went to Surgeon 'White and. he told us we should go to Captain 
Wirz; that he was the proper officer. But we did not get any new stretcher. 
It was useless to go back to Captain Wirz, became we had seen him "before. 
We did not do it. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

By the COURT: 
- I cannot tell to what regiment the man who was bitten by the dogs belonged. 
He belonged to an Indiana regiment, but was a resident of the llol'thern part of 
Ohio. I don't know his name. 

SEPTEMBER 19, 1865. 
JAMES P. STONE. for' the prosecution: 
I was iu the military service of the United States, in the second Vermont 

volunteers. I was a prisoner of war at Andersonville from February 29th, 
1864, ~ill September 19th following. I was employed the first two months I 
was in the stockade like other prisoners; after that time I built .fires in the 
bakery, until the 1st of September, when I was put in the stockade again. 

THE CHAIN-GA:.\'G. 

There was at Andersonville what we used to call the chain-gang. It was 
composed of twelve men. They were stood up two by two;. a 32-pound ball 
was attached to the outside leg of each man and three 64-pound balls attached 
to the twe~ve men, making oue 64-pound ball to each four men; and there was 
along c?am fastening together the three 64-pounders; about each man's neck 
waBan non band alJout one inch thick, witl.L a chain about two feet or two feet 
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and a half running from one man's neck to another, thus chaining them together 
by the necks. 'I'hey were kept in the chains in that state for six or eight weeks, 
r should think. Every day they had to w:&lk forty or fifty rods to get what 
they had to eat j of course one could not stir without the whole twelve. One of 
them was very sick with chronic diarrhrea; he wa~ kept in the chain-gang till 
it was impossible for him to move; he could not go for 'his rations; and then 
he was taken out of the chain-gang and left at the guard-house near the stocks. 
But the 32-pound ball was not taken off his leg, nor the iron band from his 
neck. He died there, I suppose, with that ball and chain on. I saw hiIJ;l the 
night before he died. I carried him something to eat about eight o'clock in the 
evening. He had then the 32-pound ball on, and also the iron band round his 
neck, with a chain about 2 feet long hanging from it. The next morning he was 
dead. When I fonnd him there that evening he was very much debilitated and 
run down, very poor and almost dead. He could hardly move or speak the 
last time I saw him. '1'he last time I saw him was but a short time before the 
chain-gang was broken up, say perhaps the last two or three weeks or a week 
or two before the chain-gang was broken up; aud the time when the chain
gang was broken up was the time when General Stoneman was making his raiel 
through Georgia, at the time he was captured near Macon. It was expected 
that General Stoneman wonld be at Andersonville. In fact, General "Winder 
and Captain vVirz aud all the authorities there had all their goods packed up 
and drawn to the depot to load on to the cars to leave Andersonville, because 
it was expected that General Stoneman was coming. That was a Eabbath morn
ing, and on that Sabbath morning the chain-gang was broken up and the men 
were put in the stockade. It was in June, I believe. I remember that it was 
done on that Sabbath morning when it was supposed General Stoneman was 
coming there. The man died a few days before that time. That was the time 
when the rest of the chain-gang were put back into the stockade. 'l'hat was 
what we called the chain-gang. 'I'here were a great many chain-gangs where 
two men would be chained together, sometimes three; and there were a great 
many instances in which a sixty-four pound ball was attached to one man. I do 
not recollect any other occurrence where one man of a gang of twelve was v_ery 
sick and .afterwards diei!. 'I'here was a sort of gnard-honse very near the 
stocks, where that man when taken from the chain-gang w'as left under guard. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw prisoners shot while I was in the stockade. I saw the first man shot 
who was shot at Andersonville. He was a Dutchman." He was insane. I knew 
him on BelIe island. He was insane there. In fact he did not know anything. 
He had drawn his rations and was returning to his quarters with them. He 
dropped his bread-a little piece of corn-bread-and it rolIed under the dead
line, so that when he stooped to pick it up he exposed his right aIm under the 
dead-line. He was immediately shot, the bullet entering the right side of his 
neck and coming out under his lefe arm j he fell dead on the spot. 'l'hat mnst 
have been in April, 1864. Captain Wirz was in command at that time. I never 
heard the name of that man who was shot. In fact no one appeared to know 
anything about him. He was always talking to himself, muttering one thing 
or another as he walked along. 'I'here was a one .Jegged man who lost his 
leg at the battle of Chickamauga, and he always went by that name; I do not 
know whether he had any other name or not j I presume he had, but I never 
heard him called by another name. He was shot because .he approached the 
dead-line. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

The first dogs that were used there belonged to a man by the name of Harris. 
This Harris lived some five or six miles, I suppose, from Andersonville. He had 
a pack of eight hounds, besides a dog which they called a "catch-dog." That· 
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dog always went with the pack. Harris did the hunting there for a long while 
before they got the regular prison hounds. He used to be there every day, and 
always in the morning he would make a circuit around the stockade to see if 
any bad escaped, and if any had, he would of course follow them j and then he 
would always scour the country all around. It was said he was hired by the 
authorities to do that; that was his business j I presume that it was. Harriswas 
there from the first. And then they had some, more dogs' which a man by the 
name of 'rurner tended. Those dogs did not come there, I think, until .May j 

at any rate it was some time after I wen t to Andersonville before the second 
pack was there. I think there were two packs. Turner tended about fifteen 
dogs, which were kept exclusively for hunting down prisoners. Turner's dogs 
were kept at the post.. Those dogs were fed by rations drawn from the bakery, 
the same as the prisoners' were fed on. I have seen Turner draw rations 'for 
them many a time. He had a young man about eighteen or twenty years old 
who assisted him, and that young man used frel]uently to draw rations for the 
dogs. I do not know whether they were on the provision return. I issued the 
rations to the man several times. He would usnally, I think, present a paper. I 
know that he did so once, because I showed it to several prisoners in the bakery, 
with Captain Wil"l~'s name to it. All it said was, "Give this man all the bread 
and meat he wants for the dogs." '1'he man would tell how much bread and how 
much meat he wanted. I have seen a prisoner who has been torn by the dOgB. 
In the month of .Tuly or August-perhaps August-I saw one young man who 
had made his escape..1 don't know how far he got. I think not a great di,
tance. It was the dogs of the old man Harris that caught him. He was very 
badly torn. '1'hey were car~'ying him by the bakery; they stoppel there, and 
there was where I saw him. I asked him a few questions. He was very weak 
and could hardly answer. His legs were all bitten up, and he was bitten a great 
deal around the neck and shoulders. He belonged to some western regimen t ; 
I think an Ohio reg'imeut, bl~t I wonld not be positive as to that. I did not 
learn his name. He said he had made his escape and climbed a tree. 

Mr. BAKER. We object to the witness stating what that man told him. 
The young man, as I said, was very weak when he made his escape; in fact, 

he probably ought not to have tried it, and then he was torn by the dogs and 
was much weakened by the loss of blood which he had to incur, of conrse; his 
legs were torn so that he could not walk, and his shoulders and neck were tom 
and his clothing was nearly all torn from him. The young man stopped for a 
few moments by the bakery, and' of course we all went out to see him, and he 
told us he belonged to a western regiment, and was trying to make his escape 
to Atlanta; the dogs overtook him and he climbed a tree, and he said that thi" 
old gentleman, Harris, and Oaptaiu Wirz shook the tree so that he fell down and 
allowed the dogs to tear llim. 'l'hat was the young man's statement, and I uu e 

del'stand that he died that night. I did not see him after that, but it was said 
next morning that he was dead, and I suppose he was. He was taken to the 
hospital. This occurred probably in the month of August, 1864. I did not learn 
his name, only that he belonged to a western regiment. 

THE STOCKS. 

I have seen men punished by being put in the stocks many a time. I have 
seen them so punished for various offences. I have seen them put in the stocka 
and kept there many days at a time for trying to make their escape, and I have 
seen them put in the stocks because they failed to appear at roll-call in the 
morning or to answer to their names when called. '1'hey had two kinds of stol1ks 
there, the upright, or as we called them" spread eagle" stocks, and the sitting 
stocks. I heard a young man ask Captain Wirz for something to eat, and Cap
tain Wirz turned round with an oath-he was always very profane-and 01'

H. Ex. Doc. 23-,-21 
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dfred the guard, which was in the stockade with him, to take that man out and 
put him in the stocks, and I suppose they did it. That was in September, 
only two or three days before I left Andersonville. 

MEN Bl'fTEN BY THE DOGS. 

Oros-examined by OOUNSEL : 

I should say that it was as late as the middle of August, and perhaps later, 
that this man whom the dogs tore died., I am strongly impressed that it was in the 
month of August, but I could not swear positively. I was not acquainted with 
the man. I never saw him till that time. I saw where 'he was bitten; I saw 
he was mangled and torn. He could not have been bitten and m~ngled by any
thing else; bulls do not bite. I only heard he had been bitten by the dogs; I 
saw the man, of course; I did not see the dogs when they bit him. Like a great 
many prisoners there, he was probably sick on account of the treatmp.nt he had 
received. He looked thin and poor, and probably was not strong. He was 
suffering as much as the well prisoners usually suffered there. They suffered 
for the necessaries of life, but from no 'pai·ticular disease. He was not a French
man; at least he spoke pure English. He was not of French descent; he was 
American. I first saw this man Harns who had the hounds with them on the 
3d day after I arrived at Andersonville, when Oaptain Winder had co'mrnand 
of the camp. He came into the camp with his dogs at that time. '1'hat was 
before Oaptain Wirz had anything to do with it; I could not state positivel,y 
that Turner had two packs after he came there; my impression is, however, that 
he did have all the time two packs. I have seen him have two sets of dogs; 
whether there were two packs I could not tell, or whether he separated the pack 
into two sets of dogs. There never were, that I know of, any dogs employed 
there except the dogs that Turner had, and th.e dogs that the old gentlEman 
Harris had. I never knew of the country people sometimes catching prisoners 
and coming in with their dogs. ' My impression is that '1'urner did have two 
packs; I think he did. He kept the packs together-that is to say, he kept 
both packs near his headquarters. I think:. Turner had about 15 dogs, and the 
old man Harris had 8, I think, in his pack., I saw 17 dogs at one time; that 
'was about the 1st of September. 'Those 17 dogs had been out on a hunting, 
excursion. Harris had his pack there; whether Turner had all his there or no, 
I do not know, but there were 17 in all. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

It was probably in the month of June that the man died whom I have spoken 
of, after he was taken out of the chain·gang, I should say it was as soon as 
the middle of June; I could not swear to anything very definite as to the day of 
the month. I noticed particularly the band that was around his neck. It was 
about an inch wide. It was fastened around his neck with bolts. It had worn 
into the flesh some under the jaw-bone, as it naturally would. It had worn the 
skin off; I do not think the band was tight enough to choke him. I do not 
think that was the cause of his death; a band being around his neck would not 
cause death. '1'he band or chain that was put around a man's leg or ankle was 
usually not tight enough so as to wear into the flesh, provided there had been 
110 heft attached to it, but it was nothing uncommon, as long as there were balls 
attached to them, for the chains to wear right into the flesh. The man could 
stand at' ease without having it tightened around his ankle, if he did not 
straighten the chain so as to move the ball. The chain was about two feet fro~ 
his ankle to the ball, I never saw a prisoner in our army chained. The chalU 
around the ankle would not be tight enough to wear into the flesh probabl!" 
unless there was some heft put to it. There was a large sore where the challl 
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. t around his ankle, caused by the chain wearing into the flesh. It was a 
~en sore so that when he stirred, if he started the chain any it would cause thebiw 

d to 'run. In my opinion, if the m~n had never been put in the ball and 
ch~~n.gang, and had had something to eat, he w~ul~ not have died of dysen.tery. 
Those things alone would, I guess, have saved 11Is life. The ball and cham, I 
should say, was one great cause of his. de~th, and one thing that has~ened his 
d ath in this way. Take a man who IS SIck and weak, and put an Iron band 
l~ound his neck with a chain attached to it and attach a 32-pound ball to his 

~eg, and let him have, in addition, ~o help to drag a.64.pound ball ev:ery time ~e 
stirs-having to move all these weIghts would certamly not help to Improve. hIS 
condition. . 

SEPTBMBER 19, 1865. 

GEORGE CONWA.Y, for the prosecution: 

I belonged to the 3d New York artillery; I was a prisoner at Andersonville 
from the night of the 17th March to the 7th September, 1864. 

THE HANGING OF THE" RAIDERS." 

I know the raiders were taken out by some of our own men and tried. One 
of them had formerly beeu in my regiment. While on the scaffold he bid me 
good.bye, and told me that there was a watch of his in the hands of Captain 
Wirz, and he told me to get it and keep in remembrance of him. I sent out 
two notes to Captain Wirz about it, but received no answer to them. One day 
the captain was riding around between the stockade and the dead-line; my tent 
was near the dead-line; the back of it was hanging on the dead-line, and I spoke 
to him and asked him-said I," One of those men that was hung requested me to 
get a watch of his which you have." He looked at me, and said he, "I know 
nothing of your watch; all the damned Yankees ought to be hung." He started 
on, and I thought it would be of no use for me to ask any more for it. That is 
all I know about that watch; I never got the watch. I cannot tell what became 
~~ 

SHOOTING OF A PRISONER BY \vIRZ. 

I saw a man shot one day; he came down after water; no one was allowed 
to put their head or any part of their body under the dead·line. This man 
probably not being acquainted with the rules, as many of .them were not who 
came iu there after the rules were read, put his hand in under the dead-line to 
get a cup of water and the cup dropped from his hand ;he put his hand in under 
the dead-line to raise it up again and Captaiu Wirz shot him. the ball taking 
effect in his head. He died almost instantly. (To the court:) Captain Wirz 
shot him; he was standitlg in the sentry-box. This occurred about the time 
the raiders were hung; I could not say whether it was before or after. It was 
about that timBo I am certain I recognized Captain Wirz; I knew him 
well at that time. He had a revolver in his hand, I believe. Those were the 
circumstances. He was. getting a cup of water out of the brook when the cup 
dropped from his hand. I do not know the name of that man; I never saw 
the man before till I saw him that time. '1'he man died. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

. ,Captain Wirz was very often in the habit of stopping our rations. The first 
day he took command he stopped our rations; we did not get any rations that 
day and none until the evening of the next day; and then on the 3d and 4th of 
July we got no rations, and at other times. I have often heard him say himself 
that he would stop them; he gave orders that if any man did not appeal~ at roll
call he would stop 'his rations. and he would stop the rations of the whole 
detachment for not having him there. . 
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MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

I also saw that man who was bitten by the hounds while trying to make his 
escape from the hospital. I saw the man when he came in; he was showing the 
scars where he had been bitten by the dogs; some on his legs and 0 ne on the 
side of his cheek or face. I do not know how far he was from camp when he 
was caught, but I heard him telling some one the stoi·y. I heard that he died; 
I did not see him after he was dead. I refer to the man that made his escape 
from the hospital. This one in particuIm: was the only one I know of. He was 
a man who was sent to the hospital, I suppose; I 00 not know whether he was 
a patient or was working there, but he tried to make his escape; he was caught 
by the honndsand was bitten. He was afterwards brought back and sent in
side the stockade. It was after he got there that I saw him, alJd he told ns he 

.was bitten by the dogs. rrhey sent him back to the stockade for trying to get 
aw~y. He was not taken back to the hospital, but sent into the stockade. I 
think this occurred before the raiders were hung; I heard one man testify here, 
and I thought it was the same instance referred to by him. 

THE STOCKS.. 

I have seen men in the stocks and in the chain-gang; I have seen two differ
ent kinds of stocks; in the one, two boards were placed around the men's feet 
and they could either sit down or lie down exposed to the weather; and in the 
other stocks the man's hands Wf.rc stretched out, his head was kept in one posi, 
tion, and he was kept standing straight up. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

In the chain-gang the men had yokes al'Ound their necks-iron yokes with a 
chain running from them connecting with a long chain that passed between all of 
them; and then they had balls and chains on their feet. 

MEN B1TTE:"I BY THE DOGS. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I could not tell for certain the month when I saw this man who had been 

bitten by the dogs, but I think it was the latter end of June. 

THE HA,~G1NG OF THE RAIDERS. 

I could not tell wIlat the charges against these men called" raiders" were. 
I heard many reports about it. 'I'hey robbed prisoners and cut their throats. 
I think they were bad fellows. I never saw anyone they mUl'dered, but I have 
heard that they murdered men. I had nothing to do with bringing them t~ 
justice; they never injured me. I could not tell how many there were in all 
the gang. I cou~d not tell for certain whether they were a large number; 

. there were but SIX hung. I did not know the gang. 'I'he complaints were 
going on from the time I came there till the time the six men were hung. I got 
there the night of the 17th of March, 1864. It was going on for two or three 
months. I suppose their number increased.' There was much fear on the part 
of the peaceable prisoners. The peaceable prisoners were assaulted and beaten 
by them very frequently. I never saw anything of their being driven to different 
parts of the stockade and kept there. I saw one man right below me in a tent 
not further from· me than you are now. 'I'here were three or four men came t~ 
him and hallooed to him and told him they wanted him; that he had a blanket 
of theirs. The man was lying in bed, or on the ground, what we called lying 
in bed; they got him out and got him up against the stockade; this was befor~ 
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the dead-line was put up, and they took from him a pair of boots, I think, about 
five dollars in greenbacks, and some confederate money. They could not find 
the blanket, so they let him go. I d@ not know that Captain Wirz had anything 
to do with trying them; but the day they were fetched into the stockade to be 
hung, he had a g'uqrd that fetched them in, arid he came in ahead of the gum'a 
on his horse. When he gave the men up he said-I do not know whether he 
called lAB gentlemen 01' prisoners-that these were the men who were brought OUlt 
a few days ago, and that he returned them to us as healthy and as well as they 
we\'e when he took them out, and that we could do with them what we chose. 
He did not say anything to us as to what had been done to\ them. 

SEP'l'EMBER 19~ 1865. 
D. S. ORcoT'r, for the prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the United States; in the 1\1\th PennsyLvania 

cavalry, company L. I was taken prisoner and taken to Ande~sonvme. I ar
r.ived there on the 22d of J'uly, 1864. Oaptain Wirzy was in command1 there at 
that time. They put me in the prison. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

We arrived there about 10 o'clock on the 22d of July, 1864, and were marched 
up before Captain Wirz's headquarters, and were kept standing there in the 
hot sun for three hours without any water. We had been seven days on the 
road and the men were dry, and he would not allow us to have any water. 
One of the men stepped out of the ranks and asked for a drink of water. Cap
tain Wirz told the guard not to allow him to go out. He told the guards that 
if any of the men attempted to leave the ranks to kill them, to shoot them. 

,One man stepped out and Captain Wirz came along and said, " Kill the damned 
•Yankee son of a bitch."	 '1'he ,guard hit the man over the head with .his gun 
and knocked him down. His head was cut open and he lay there; he could 
not Epeak. I could not tell the appearance of the wound. I was not close 
enough to him, but I could see the 'blood Howing freely. The man did not die 
while I was there. There was a man of my regiment who got sun-struck and 
was left out there. He came into the stockade afterwards, and he told us that 
the man' died two or three hours after we left. He did not state any declarations 
of the man at the time he died. I do not know the name of the inan who was 
k·iIled. He belonged to the 5th Pennsylvania cavalry. I think he was a private. 
The date this occurred, as near as I can tell, was the 22d of July. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GL'ARD. 

I saw a man shot at the brook one time. I do not know what time it was; 
,some time about the 1st of August. I don't know his name and regIment. I 
.was standing at the time dipping up water at the brook; there was quite a 
crowd there; the man who was shot was not within six feet of the dead-line at 

.the time ; I was standing nearer to the dead-line than he was; one man who 
\Vas dipping up water got under the dead-line, and the guard shot into the crowd. 
He did not shoot the man who was dipping up water and who was under the 

'dead-line, but he fired into the crowd and hit this man. The man died. I did 
riot see Captain Wirz present at the time. I did not hear anything said at th e 
time about him. 

",.' ( .. :	 THREATS OF WIRZ. 

.:\/'Iheard the prisoner, Captain Wirz, say something about glVlng land to the 
~:f~4~l'a;] prisoners there. While we were standing in front of Captain Wirz's 
:,lj:~3iaquarters; a wagon came out with a load of dead in it, and one of the boys 
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J:1poke up and asked what was in that wagon. Captain Wirz said;" it was 
Yankees going out to get their land warrants." He said, "We are going to give you 
all land warrants of the same kind, siX feet of land, or tand enough to bury you," 
or something like that. 

Counsel for accused declined to cross-examine the witness. 

TREATMBNT OF THE SICK. 

SEPTEMBER 19, 1865. 
Major -t\RCHIBALD BOYLE, for the prosecution: 
I am major of the 12th United States colored troops. I was a prisonp,r at 

Andersonville. I was captured at Ocean Pond, Florida, on the 20th of Feb
ruary. 1864. I was captured while in command of my regiment, which was 
styled at that time the 1st North Carolina volunteers. I was taken to Ander
sonville ; arriving there about the 14th of March. I stopped in the stockade 
at- AndersonviIle until the 16th or 17th of June, when I was sent to the hospital. 
Previously to that I had been refused admittance into the hospital, and had been 
refused all medical attendance. I was very severely wounded. I received a 
flesh wound in the body and a very severe wound in the lower part of the right 
leg, fracturing both bones. On arriving at the hospital I was in a very reduced 
state from the effects of my wounds and from exposure and starvation, and from 
several other eauses. My wound was in a very bad state; it was full of gangrene 
at the time. On the 14th of March, 1864, I came into the stockade feeling 
very faint. I heard there was a hospital inside the stockade, and I got some 
men to help me up there. I was on crutches at the time.- I went in, and one 
of our own men, who was acting hospital steward, commenced to bind up my 
leg, and was binding it when Surgeon White camc in and ordered him to desist, 
saying a~ the same time, " Send him out there with his niggers," or something. 
to that effect, and using an oath at the same time. I said nothing, but merely 
looked at him. The hospital steward finished the dressing of my leg, and it 
was cared for by our own men afterwards. I was in full uniform then, as I am 
now. At the time I was captured I had on sword, sash, and belt. About the: 
latter part of April, I should judge, I went up to the hospital, which was in the 
stockade at that time, and while there the hospital steward, Robinson, who was 
the right-hand man of Dr. White, came in and asked me.if I was the major of 
a negro regiment; I told him I was an officer in the United States military 

-service. He asked me what regiment, and I told him. He said, "You are the 
man. Now 1 want you to go out of this." I asked him who he was, and he 
told me that was none of my business. He went out himself. I stopped there. 
I did not consider that he had any right to order me out, so I stopped there. A 
little while afterwards Mr. Burns, one of our own men. who was acting as 
hospital steward, came in and said to me, " This man Robinson says that if I 
do not persuade you to go out, he will ball and chain you." Under those cir
cumstances I went out. I afterwards learned, however, that the language he 
used to Burns was, that if I did not go out he would shoot me and ball and 
chain him. Robinson was a confederate hospital steward j I think he was the 
chief steward of the post. 

OFFICERS OF THE UNITED ST TES COLOREP TROOPS REFuSED RECOGNITION AS
 

OFFICERS.
 

While I was there I demanded to have my rank recognized. I m~de several
 
demands. I was used in every respect the same as private soldiers, only worse.
 
I made a demand on Oolonel Persons, when I was in the stockade; I think so,
 
but I will not state positively. However, after I was refused treatment in the
 
hospital, in June or July, I made two demands on Oaptain Wirz. The first
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. time he said he would see me about it. 'I'his was about October, 1864. The 
next demand I made, he sent in after me and I went out and saw him. A day 
or two afterwards he sent me with a letter, under charge of an officer, to see 
General Winder. Captain Wirz said that he could not do anything, as he was 
merely a subordinate under General Winder. When I got to Millen an officer 
came to me and got my name, rank, and regiment. The officer commanding 
at :Millen, Captain Bowles, put me in the stockade again and refused to put my 
name on the register, saying at the same time that I should never be exchanged. 
I left Andersonville on the 18th of November, I believe. I saw Captain yVirz 
frequently while I was there. He saw me frequently. I was dressed in 
uniform. 

Cross· examined by COUNSEL:
 
Captain Wirz never committed any personal violence against me.
 
Q. Did he tell you he was sorry he could not treat you better?
 
(Objected to by the judge advocate on the ground that thlo prisoner should not
 

be permitted to make testimony for himself. 
Objection sustained.) 
I left Andersonville on the 18th of November, 1864, and arrived at Millen on 

the 20th. 
Q. Did Captain Wirz while you were there, at any time, express any desire 

to have you exchanged 1 
(Objected to by the judge advocate on the ground of indefiniteness, and objec

tion sustained.) . 
'rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE. In connection with the testimony of the witness, I 

desire to introduce as evidence a letter contained in CaptainWirz's letter-book. 
There being no objection, the letter was put in evidence. The following is a 

copy: 

HEADQUARTERS CONFEDERATE STATES MILITARY PRISON, 
Camp Sumter, Ga., November 28, J864. 

I have the honor to forward to you under guard, in charge of Detective Weatherford, eight 
prisoners of war, to wi t : 

A.lJoyle, major 35th United States. He was captured at Ocean Pond, Florida, while in 
command of a negro regiment; he has not been recognized as an officer, although he has 
made several attempts to be recog-nized and exchanged. I forward him to you to enable 
him to see the general commanding. 

John Brooker, company" A" 39th Ohio. James Weeks, company" A" 39th Ohio. The 
papers which you find enclosed will design their status. . 

J. R. Jones, company" I" 12th New York. Bernard McNalty, l'ompany "G" 82d New' 
York. These two men have been here some time; were paroled by me to do work on the out
sIde; refused to work any longer. 

Jos. Brown, company" G" 10th Illinois. John A: Jeffries, company" G" 10th Illinois. 
These two mell were sent here from West Point on yesterday. I forward them, having no 
gnard to guard the stockade. 

J;A. Core, company" G" 78th Ohio, who came with the above two men; he claims to be 
a deserter. I refer you to the enclosed statement of Captain Provost Marshal Thomas Dacy, 
at Newman, Georgia. 

I remain, colonel, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. WIRZ, 

Captain Commanding Prison. 
Colonel H. FORNO, 

Commanding, ~c. 

By COUNSEL for accused: Was that letter seut- with you when you were 
sent to Millen 1 

..(Objected to by the judge advocate unless counsel for the defence should adopt 
the witness as his own. 

After deliberation, the objection was sustained.) 
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SEPTEMBER 19, 1865. 
1VILLIAM BULL, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United States, in company" A," 

Means's Independent London Rangers, from the State of Virginia. They were 
loyaL I was a prisoner at Andersoaville. I arrived there the 3d ofJune, 1864. 
When I got there I was put in the stockade, where I remained eight months. I 
then got out on parole, and was out three months and twenty-three days. I left 
the stockade the 24th March, 1865. 

THE RATIONS. 

The ratiolls were pretty poor while I was in the stockade. I think they got 
worse towards the last three months. In fact I know it, for we got smaller 
rations. I was at the depot at Andersonville in January, February, and March, 
1865. I saw storehouses there. There was plenty of pork, beans, and peas, 
in them. I saw vegetables outside the stockade during the summer of 1864 for 
sale. '.rhe articles were cabbage, corn, and potatoes. I saw melons and peaches 
too. I helped to carry a barrel of rotten pork from Captain Wirz's house to the 
depot. It was rotten, and stunk bad, and was placed among the rations that 
were sent into the stockade. I helped to take back a barrel of fresh pork in 
place of it. The pork was exchanged by order of Captain Wirz. I worked 
for Colonel Thomas, next door, and was sent in for to help to take it down. 
The bad pork was put into a pile, and was issued out that afternoon to the 
stockade. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

I saw sanitary clothing there. Out of every hundred men about ten got a lit
tle-pants or something of that kind. I saw rebels have it on-pants, shoes, and 
blankets. I do not know how they got them. I saw some rebel sergeants 
have them. Captain Wirz gave me orders, when I went to Colonel Thomas's 
house, not to go into his house. Mrs. Thomas, the lady I was working for, told 
me one day to go over there. I told her what. Captain Wirz had said. She 
said that it made no difference, and she sent me over with a note. I passed 
through two or three rooms in Captain Wirz's house, and in one room I saw two 
or three boxes. I had heard that he had some shoes there. I looked into one 
box and saw some sanitary shoes in it. I do not know what was in the other 
boxes. I saw sanitary shoes on his nigger's feet which he had given to her. 
I saw two or three pair that she had got. These boxes were common shoe 
boxes, about a foot and a half wide, and four or five feet long. 

SHOOTI:.'IlG OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw several men shot on the dead-line. For the whole eight months I was 
there, I think I saw in the neighborhood of eight or nine men shot. I do not 
know the names of any of them. 'I'he first man I saw shot was the afternoon 
that I entered the stockade-the third of June, 1864, at the north gate. Cap
tain Wirz came in at the head of the detachment. He put three guards on the 
stoop, and ordered them to fire at the crowd to make them keep back. As we 
came along in he kept telling them to keep back, and he told the guard to fire. 
At last one of the guards did fire and shoot a man. The ball struck him in the 
stomach.. The sentry was not 15 feet from him when he fired.. There were three 
sentries together j only one sentry fired. The next man I saw shot was about 
two months after that. He was inside the stockade, at the stream which ran 
through it. I think the man had come in the same day. He went down to 
the brook to get water, stooped over to get a drink, and was killed. He was 
shot right through the head. 'I'he ball went in at the right ear and came out 
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8,t the other side. I do not know that man's name or regiment. I do not know 
by whoSl;l orders he was shot. All the orders I ever heard given there were 
given by Captain Wil'z. I heard none given at that time. '1'here was no one 
on the post but the sentinel. The next man I saw shot was in Septem bel', 1864. 
I was lying in the stockade about six feet from the dead-line, asleep. I lay right 
next him, within three or four feet of him. It was the habit at night to call out 
the hour. '1'his guard was aslepp, and when it came round to him to call the 
hour the guard below him kept hallooing to him to wake up. He woke up and 
fired right down into the camp, and shot a man through the knee. The man 
died two or three days afterwards. I do not know his name; he belonged to 
an Illinois regiment. I should judge this was about the middle of September. 
The next man I saw shot was abollt the 15th of July about three or four days 
after the execution of these men at the south gate. It was doctor's call in the 
morning, and the crowd was rushing up. The orders from the doctor were to 
fire on the crowd if they did not keep back. 'l'his man was so sick that he fell 
over on the guard, who fired at him and shot him through the right shouldel·. 
I do not think he died. I recollect 0l1e being shot back of the hospital, inside 
the stockade. He was a crazy man. He 'was shot right through the head. 
He ran over the dead-line and asked the guard to shoot him. '1'hat was in 
January, 1865, a few days before I came out on parole. He was killed in
stantly. I did not see Captain Wirz present at the time. I do not recollect, 
now, seeing any other men shot. 

CRU~LTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

On the 3d of June, 1864, the day I went.to Andersonville, we were drawn 
up in a line. A young fellow named Doherty, belonging to my company,
 
started after some water. Captain Wirz was counting at the head of the men,
 
and the young fellow asked Sergeant Smith, who was standing right by, if he
 

. could go and get some water. Smith said he had no objection. Oaptain Wil'z.
 
came along and asked where that damned Yankee was going. He caught hold
 
of him, kicked him three or four times, and put him back in the ranks. I do
 
not know any other incident of that character. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARD. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL:
 
I did not see Captain Wirz present at any time when one was shot.
 

THE SVPPLJES FROM THE NORTH. 

I did not see the sanitary goods come there at all. I saw boxes at the depot, 
but I do not know what was ill them. I saw sanitary clothing on confederate 
soldiers .in January, 1865. The clothing was brought there while we were get
ting out of the route of Sherman. It was distributed in the hospital; and I 
suppose that which was ill Captain Wirz's hands was the remains of what was not 
given out. It came there, I suppose, during tlJe time when we were taken off to 
Blackshire and '1'homasville. I left Andersonville about September, and came 
back in January. After I came back I saw this clothing on confederate soldiers. 
I saw half a dozen or a dozen wear it; pretty nearly every sergeant -had it on. 
It was not uniform dress; it was citizen pants. I think I saw about half a dozen 
wearing this clothing. That is all I saw wearing it. I suppose they got them 
from the boxes. Ido not know but that they bought it. 1 know that one of 
them told me--(interrupted by counsel for the accused.) I saw some of them 
wearing sanitary shoes. I saw three or four every day with a new pair of shoes 
on; I think it was in the same month. I do not know where they got them. 
Oaptain Wirz had about halfdozen boxes in his house. I think some were ordinary 
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shoe boxes and some ~lothing boxes. I looked into only one. There was only 
one open, and that had shoes in it. I never saw any trading going on between 
our prisoners and confederate soldiers; not in respect to clothing. 

THE MEANS OF TRANSPORTING STORES TO ANDERSONVILLE BY RAIL. 

SEPTEMBER 19, 1865. 
W. A. GRIFFIN, for the prosecution:
 
I reside in Nashville, Tennessee. Durillg the last eighteen months I have been
 

conductor on the South western railroad, running from Macon, Georgia, to Eufaula, 
Alabama, passing by Andersonville, Georgia. 

Q. What have been the means of transportation on that road for transporting 
materials of war, provisions, &c. 1 

A. We had snfficient transportation, I belifwe, generally from Macon to' 
Eufaula. 

Q. For all the purposes required 1 
A. As a general thing, I believe so. 
Q. Did you run both on passenger and frei~ht trains 1 
A. I ran a few trips as a freight train conductor, but as a general thing I ran 

passenger trains. . 
Q. Were you ever required to hold over freight trains for many trips before 

you were well able to carry it ? 
A. I knew nothing about transportation generally. As a general thing the 

passenger conductors rode down one day and back the next day, and theI:l lay 
over o.ne day. 

Q~ Did you observe many freight trains on the road? 
A. Ji'r"ight trains were passing. I would pass them day in aud day out. 
Q. Is that a timbered country? 
A. There are any amount of saw-mills throughout that country along the line 

of the road. I saw divers of them. 
Q. Was lumber being hauled over the road 1 
A. As a general thing there were lumber mills all the way through from 

Macon to Eufaula. 
Q. Do you know any reason why lumber could not be carried to Anderson

ville 1 
A. I do not. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I think it is 143 miles from Macon to Eufaula. Andersonville is 60 miles 

from Macon. I do not recollect exactly when I commenced running trains from 
Macon to Eufaula. I think it was in the fall, 1864. I do not recollect whether 
it was as late as November. I think I ran a freight train on that road about two 
or three weeks; It was after I bad been running .on the branch road, which 
was somewhere in the first part of 1864. The branch road connected with the 
main road at Smithville, 22 miles this side of Port Gaines. It was about nine 
months after I had been running on the branch road that I commenced to run 
on the main road, from Macon to Eufaula. I think I ran on that branch road. 
in the latter part of April, and I think about seven months after that I com
menced running on the road from Macon to Eufaula. I was sick between times. 
'l'he freight train that I was on did· not run from Macon to Eufaula; from Albany 
to Macon. I ran freight trains from Macon to Eufaula only once or twice, as 
lIU extra conductor. The freight trains would generally have from ten to fifteen 
cars. I cannot state how many I took at that time. We would carry divers 
freight in these freight trains. I carried stores of different kinds. I cannot 
name any articles that I carried, becau~e my list was sent through by a passen
ger train. I have no idea what I carried these two or three times. I cannot 
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swear to it. I do not recollect how m,my months I was running passenger 
trains. I could tell by referring 1.0 rnybook. I have no idea how m,lny saw
mill:;; I ever saw along that road; there were divers of them. I have seen 

I several in operation as I passed. r cannot say how many. I have seen as high 
as five. They were sawing .lumber; plank, principally. I cannot tell whether 
it was one-and-a-halfinch or two or three-inch plank. I saw divers of piles of 
boards near saw-mills. I cannot say how large piles. I have seen a good many 
logs standing at saw-mills. Some of the mills were steam-mills and some were 
water-mills. I cannot give the name of anyone place on that road where a 
saw-mill was located. 

SEPTEMBER 19, 1865. 
JAS H. BURNS, for th~ prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the United States, in the 10th' Connecticut, 

company" 1." I was a prisoner at Andersonville for nearly eight months, 
from FebrtHlry 23, 1864, to the 7th of September. I saw C<1ptain Wirz while 
I was there. 

A PRISONHR SHOT BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I have Imown him ill treat prisoners in his custody. I saw him order the 
guard to shoot a man named Chickamauga for going inside the dead-line. 

THE STOCKi'!. 

1. was put in the stocks once myself, pnder his orders, for trying to make my 
escape. I heard him order the guard to put me tbere. I was kE'pt tlJPre 24 
bours or tlH'reabouts, with nothing to eat or drink. That was either on the 13th 
or 14th of July, 1864. 

CRUELTIES COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

I saw Cilptain Wirz come in there one morning to' call the roll-one morning 
in July. 1564 He came in and knocked some of my comrades around, and 
used harsh languilge to them. He drew his revolver upon me one morning, but 
he did not use it. I have known him fire into a crowd of prisoners. One 
morning a stone or brick was thrown at him as he came into the camp, riding 
on his horse. He iiflmediately drew his revolver and fired into the crowd of 
prisoners in the stockade. I never heard any complaints made to him to my 
knowledge. I remember no instance of death resulting from shooting or other
wise by Captain Wirz. That is all I remember now about what I saw and 
su'ffered down there. 

STO'PPAGE OF RATIO,:IIS. 

He stopped tIle men's rations once on the 3d or 4th of .Tuly; at least it was 
'Baid that it was he who stopped them. Next day the meat was brought in ill a 
condition not to be used. That was said to be under his orders. 

CANNON FIRED OVER THE STOCKADE. 

I was in prison at the time a shot was fired over it. There was a solid shot 
~red over the camp one day. The prisoners had rushed down near the gate
way to see some new prisoners who were coming in. 'rhere was a solid shot 

, fire,d over the camp, going toward the northwest corner of the camp. I do not 
know the date, but 1 sllould judge it was in July, 1864. The guns pointed 
toward the stockade. All thfl artillery that we could see was turned toward 
the camp. I saw eight pieces to my knowledge bearing on the camp. I saw 
them in that position for three months. 
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THE ORDERS TO THE GUARDS. 

I heard Captain Wirz tell the guard, "Shoot the first· Yankee that undertakes 
to make his escape or anything- of the kind. The more we shoot .the less we 
will have to feed or fight." 'l'hat was one morning that I was goingafter wood. 
It was in the month of June. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL ~ 
I saw no one shot in consequence of that order. 

CANNON FIRED OVER THE STOCKADE. 

No one was hurt when the solid shot was thrown over the camp. It went 
over the camp. 

THE STOCKS. 

I never saw anyone hurt, personally, by Captain Wirz. He kept me in tlle 
stocks nearly twenty-four hours. '.rhat was the time I attempted to run away. 

MEDICAL TESTIMONY. 

SEPTEMBER 20, I86fi. 
Dr. AMOS THORNBURG, for the prosecution: 
For the first year of the war I was at home:; the second year of the war I 

went into the army of Tennessee, the rebel army. I went in as a private. The 
first day I got to camp I was promoted to assistant surgeon. I was appointed 
by the colonel. I acted in that capacity until the 20th of October, 1852, when 
1 went before the medical board and was examined and recommended for ap
pointment, and I was appointed. My commission bears date Octob\3r 29, J862. 
I served a little over two years in the field, except what time I was a prisoner. 
On the 10th, of March, 1864, I was relieved from field duty on account of my 
health and sent back to a hospital at Oxford, Georgia. I staid there two or 
three weeks, and was then ordered to Andersonville to report to the commander 
of the prison there. I reported there on. the 14th of April, 1864. I reported 
to Colonel Persons, who wa's in command of the post. He sent me to Dr. White, 
the surgeon of the post, and Dr. White assigned me to duty in the stockade. I 
prescribed in quarters there for two or three months, and was theu assigned to 
duty at the hospital outside the stockade by Surg-eon White. He was the sur
geon in charge of the prison as well as the hospital. I then remained in the 
hospital until the post was broken up, about the 5th of May, 1865, as well as I 
recollect. I think the hospital was removed outside the stockade in June 01' in 
the latter part of May. I remained prescribing in quarters part of the time 
inside the stockade, and the remainder of the time at the gate, I suppose till the 
latter part of June. I have no data to fix the time when I was seut to the 
hospital for duty. Fl.-om the time I went there until I left, Captain Wirz was 
in command of the prison. I u,\derstood it was bis business to keep the pris
oners inside the stockade, to keep them safe. That was the bill at his office, 
"commandant of the interior of the prison." I cannot state that I did know the 
exact scope of his authority. I think General Winder was there two or three 
months. I think he was there in June, July, and Augn~t. 1864. I do not 
know from what place he came to Andersonville, I understand that he came 
from Richmond. I never had any talk with him abont his command there. I 
had no occasion to call upon him but once, and that was on private business. 
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CONDITJO~ OF THE HOSPITAL, SUPPLY OF MEDICINES, RATIONS OF THE SICK, 
ETC. 

While I was on duty in the hospital I frequently made reports to Surgeon 
White in regard to the condition of the ho~pital, when I was officer of the day, 
which would happen generally about once or twice a week. 

(A paper was here handed to the witness.) 
That is a copy of one of my reports. I think it is a true copy. I also made 

reports to Dr. Stevenson; this report was made to Dr. Stevenson. I found Dr. 
White in charge when I went there on the 15th of April, and he remained till 
about the time the prisoners were removed to Oamp Lawton. I think he went 
with General ·Winder. That was in the beginning of September. Surgeon R. 
R. Stevenson succeeded him, and continued chief surgeon until the latter part 
of the month of September, 18G4; I think about. the 25th. Smgeon H. H. 
Clayton succeeded Dr. Stevenson, and continued in charge until the place was 
captured by General 'Wilson or the post was abandoned. 

(The paper shown ~o witness, aud of which the following is a copy, was then 
placed in evidence:) . 

C. S. M. F. HOSPITAL, 
Andersonville, Georgia, September 26, 1864. 

SIR: I would most respectfully en]] your attention to the very bad sanitary condition of the 
second division, ns well ns the whole hospitnl, to the immense quantity of filth accumulating 
in the streets, and to the filthiness of the tents and patients, and to the fact that it canuot be 
otherwise until we are furnished with the mcans with which to work. Patients']yiug ou the 
cold ground without bed or blanket, and also tbat we have a very scnnty supply of medicines, 
and that the rations are not of the proper kmd and not issued in proper quantity. Hoping 
that the proper steps may be taken to remedy these defects, 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
A, THORNBURG, 

Assista'lt Surgeon, P . .1. C. S. 
R. R. STEVENSON, 

Surgeon in Charge. 

When Dr. White was in charge I made similar reports to him. This was 
not the ouly report I ever made to Dr. Stevenson on the subject; not bY'a great 
many.'l'here was a quantity of hospital clothing, bed sacks, sheets, &c., sent 
there, I think a short time before Dr. White left the post. I do not know the 
number, but there were several bale,:;. When 'Dr. Stevenson was in charge I 
was in charge of the surgical ward in the second division, generally known as 
the gangrene ward. I had for that ward some scaffoldings fixed up for bunks, 
and I fn(quently made application for bed sacks, sheets, &c. I got a few bed 
sacks, but they would soon become dirty and I'would send them off to be washed, 
and perhaps not see them any more. The next thing I would see would be some 
prisoner with a pair of pantaloons on made out of a bed sack, and I would make 
application for more. I knew that the prisoners needed the things, being desti" 
tute of clothing, and I made no complaints about their taking them. I very 
seldom got anything that I made requisition for. Dr. Stevenson never offered 
me any excuse. Sometimes, when I would talk to him in person, he would tell 
me that he aimed to have a hospital constructed, when he could use these things 
anci have them better cared for, but that if they were issued in there they woulc;J. 
be made way with, and it would be a clear loss to the government. That time 
did not come while I was in charge. ThB only hospital we had at that time 
was a tent. 4-ftel' Dr. Olayton took charge, about the first of January, 1865, 
he began for the first time to construct a hospital, and he had it pretty well on 
towards completion at the time tbe post was broken up. It was not entirly 
co~pleted. I t was used. We got all the sick out of the tents into those sheds 
.that were built for the purpose of making a hospital. The food that was issued 
, was such as the other prisoners and the soldiers outside could get from the commis~ 
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sary, mostly bacon: beef, or pickled pork. The bacon was generally very"good; 
the beef sometimes was rather poor. The pickled pork that came in was very 
frequently partly spoilt; it smelt badly, was hardly fit for use, and we had at 
times coudemned it and sent it back. The meal that was issued was very coarse, 
and at first was not sifted even for the hospital. That was under Dr.. White. 
'I'here were very few vegetables issned dnring his administration. Sometimes 
we would get a few collards, and tomatoes, and sweet potatoes, &c., but in very 
small quantities. That was under Dr. White. It was a little better under VI'. 
Stevenson; but very little was issued-not enough to supply the demands of the 
sick. '1'he cooking department was also very bad; we had to cook in large 
kettles, such as is used in boiling sorghum, and the things could not be cooked 
as they shonld have been. The vegetables were sometimes issued raw and 
divided out among the prisoners, and the quantity was very ~mall. 'rhey had 
sometimes to get t.heir comrades to cook them, and they generally charged a 
portion of the articles for cooking them. They complained to me that what few 
vegetables they did get did them no good, which I knew to be a fact, and so 
reported in some of my reports. 

The supply of medicines was generally insufficient. The surgeon in charge 
would generally make a requisition for medicine to have it on the first of the 
month, but it was usually the 10th before we got the supply, and when we did 
get it, such articles as opium, quinine, and other valuable medicines, which were 
very scarce in the confederacy, would be exhausteil in the course of ten or twel ve 
days, and we would have to rely 011 such indigenous remedies as were furnished 
by the medical purveyor. We had large q llantiLies of them, but we had no 
laboratory to prepare them properly. ']'hey were generallypllt up in decoctions 
and infusions by the hospital steward. '{'he prevailing diseas'es w(~re scorbutus, 
gangrene, diarrhcea, dysentery, intermittent and remittent fever, typhoid and 
typhus fever. Proper provisions were the remedy that was needed for scorbu
tus, gangrene, and kindred diseases; it was a wast~ of medicine. What medi
cine we gave I considered thrown away, because we did not have proper diet for 
the patien~s, and consequently the medicine did no good; yet they were very 
anxious to get medicine to relieve them, and we would prescribe what we had 
and have it administered to them, but I looked upon it as It waste of medicine, 
because we did not have proper diet. I regard diet as the main thing in the 
treatment of most of the diseases we had to contend with. vVe had a great deal 
of hospital gangrene at one time. 

THE HOSPITAL FUND•• 

I never knew much about the hospital fund. I only knew that tllere were 
orders fi'om the war department, the assistant inspector general's office, that the 
prison hospital should be on an equal footing with the confederate hospitals, and 
that the surgeon in charge should be allowed to draw the same fund. A por
tion of the time. the fund was a dollar a day for each patient, and after a while 
it got to be two dollars and two and a half dollars a day. I Lhink it amounted 
to that towards the last, but I did not see the order. I know of no reason why 
it could not have been drawn at Andersonville. It was generally drawn at 
other hospitals. The fund was sufficient to buy vegetables for the confederate 
hospitals, and sometimes large amounts of the fund were turned over to other 
and more needy hospitals. My understanding was-and I had a little knowledge 
of it, too-that if they did not use all the hospital fund for that purpose, they 
were allowed to use it for other purposes, such as fitting up the hospitals. '1'here 
was an order issued from Richmond directing that the surplus fund be turned 
over to the quartermaster at the end of each month. I do not remember the 
date of the order. I saw the weekly account current one time in the hands of 
the hospital steward, Mr. Kerr. I had made complaints to him about the 
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condition of the patients and the condition and the amount of the rations that 
came in and the amount of vegetables and other nourishing diet that was to be 
bought with the hospital fund. Mr. Kerr, to convince me that the~e things 
were sent in, showed me the weekly statement for that week. In looking aUt 
I remarked that those things never came into the hospital-at least, that no con
siderable part of them had come in, and I made some little complaint about it 
to the other surg-eons, and we began to talk about having an investigation 'of the 
matter. We called on Mr. Kerr after that for the book, but he remarked that 
Dr. Stevenson had it in his charge, and we were not allowed to see it. I never 
saW it after that until Dr. Stevenson left and Dr. Clayton took charge. At 
tbat time, myself and three 01' four other surgeons went np and asked Dr. Clay
ton to lei us see the account current. He showed it to us, and on examination 
we found that large quantities of things which appeared by the book to have 
been bought had never come into the hospital. We made a statement of the 
facts to the surg"eon general and forwarded it by mail. A few days afterwards 
Dr. Eiland was ordered to Montgomery. He had taken an active part in this 
investigation, and we requeRted him as he went through to Montgomery to stop 
at Columbus, Georgia, and make a statempnt to the medical director. He did 
so. At the timehe made that statement, Dr. Gilliard, one of the surgeon gen
eral's assistanls, happened to be at Oolumbus, in the office of the medical direc
tor. He and Dr. Flewellen came down immediately and investigated the case, 
and found that there had been Borne errors in regard to the hospital fund. Dr. 
Stevenson went to Columbia, South Carolina, and was there the last news I had 
from him. 

THE CAUSE~ OF THE GREAT MORTALITY. 

''1'he mortality was generally great while I was at Andersonville. I atttibute 
it to the want of proper diet and th~ crowding together of too many men in the 
prison and in the hospital. '1'here was too small a space of ground for the 
number of prisoners we had there. '1'here was a great lack of shelter and a 
lack of fueL I think that was also a cause of mortality. I believe that is all 
the causes I can recollect just now. 

TREATMENT OF THE SICK IN THE STOCKADE. 

The worst cases that were in the stockade were brought generally to tIle hos
pitals for treatment. While I prescribed there, for the first few munths the 
hospitals outside were very much crowded, and they could not make room fill' 
all the patients that ought to have been sent out. I would sometimes prescribe 
while at the stockade gate for five hundred patients in a day. In order to do 
that we had to prescribe by formulas; to make out formulas for different 
diSeases and number them, and then just examine a man and set down the num
ber of the prescription that he was to take opposite his name"with directions . 

. \Frequently there would be no vacancies in the hospital at all. Some days we 
could not send any to the hospita1. At other times perhaps fifty, sixty, or a 
hundred men would have died dnring the day previons, and there would be that 
many vacancies, and we would be allowed to send in a pro rata number to fill 
those vacancies. There were generally i;?ome tenor twelve surgeons and assist
ant surgeons presCl'ibing at the stockade gate, and each one would be allowed 
to send in a certain number to fill the vacancies. Some days we would send in 
one, two, three apiece, sometimes ten apiece, and some days, when the hospital 
would be enlarged, as high as thirty or forty apiece One day we sent three or 
four hundred among us ont of the stockade to the hospita1. I presume there 
were a goqd many ill the stockade that could not come out, and if they did not 
havefriend~ to carry them out in their blankets or upon their ba«ks, they would 
per-haps not get prescriptions. Sometimes the sergeants who drew the rations 
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and had charge of the sqnads would represent to the surgeons the cases of med 
who were not able to come out, and had requested them to get certain medicines; 
and if the diseases were such as we could prescribe for, we would very fre
quently set the name of snch a man down and the number of the prescriptiou 
that he should have, and that medicine was then issued to the sergeant, and .he 
delivered it to the man, I suppose. Deaths occurred in the stockade frequently. 
I suppose some died that never had got preEcriptions. Somelimes there wonld 
be a very sick man brought from the stockade, and he would be marked in the 
surgeon's book for admittance to the hospital; he would have to remain at the 
gate until all the surgeons got through prescribing, so that the men who carried 
them to the hospital could discriminate and take the proper ones. It generally 
took us from eight o'clock in the morning till twelve o'clock noon before we 
would get through prescribing, and sometimes very bad cases would die while 
waiting there to be carried to the hospital. I had charge of so many divisions 
in the stockade. and frequently when a man from one of my divisions wonld die 
in that way, the clerk who kept. the death register wonld ask me the man's 
rank and regiment and name, and the squad to which he belonged. Several 
men might have died at my post when I was prescribing and I could not rec(i)l
lect anythitig about any particular one. There wonld be two or three, dead, and 
we could not identify them. After that I adopted the plan of writing the name, 
rank. regiment, and disease of each man on a piece of paper and pinning it to 
the breast of his coat or some part of his clothing. It worked very well, and I 
recommended Dr. White to issue an order requesting all the surgeons who 
prescribed at the stockade gate to adopt the same plan. He did issue snch an 
order, alld the system was adopted J nne, 1864. Up to that time there were 
more or less of these imperfect records. Very frequently men died in the stock
ade who could not be identified by any person in there, because men suffering 
from scurvy would frequently fall dead in the st.reets. It was also not nnfrl'~ 
quently the cltse that it man was murdered in. there, and murdered perhaps aWIlY 
from his friends, and he would be carried out of the stockade gate and nobody 
could identify him. 

'fHE HOSPITAL REGISTER. 

So far as the names of the men and the diseases that they had, the hospital 
register was kept with great accuracy. If a man came to me I would diagnose 
his case, and send him to the hospital with a statement of the disease which I 
considered that he had. That was generally entered upon the r('gisler, but, 
perhaps, he would have half a dozen supervening diseases after he went into 
the hospital. The supervening diseases were hardly ever entered on the reg
ister, but. generally only the disease with which he went from the stockade. I 
do not know what entry was made on the register when a man was shot in the 
stockade. I suppose the cause of death would be called" vulnis sclopeticum;" 
that is the technical name for gnnshot woun.d, and I suppose that would be the 
entry. Such an entry might be in the case of a man who had received wounds 
on the field of battle somewhere. ' 

Q. If Ii, man in the stockade had been shot in the stockade, and the hospital 
register showed that he died of scorbutus, what would be the fact. in that case 1 

A. I do not suppose the register would show that, unless the man so shot was 
a patient, and under treatment for scorbutus at the time. 

Q. Examine the register now handed you, and examine it with some care, 
and state whether you recognize it" and whether it has any appearance of having. 
been tampered with or changed since you saw it at the hospital. 

(Objected to by .Mr. Baker until the book was proved, and objection overruled.) . 
A. I recognize the book as being the hospital book kept at Andersonville. I 
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no marks that wonld indicate that it had been tampered with, except some 
s~~cil marks on the margin, which I suppose are check marks. 
p (The witness pointed out the marks referred to.) 

The hospital register was offered in evidence and accompanies the record. 
F. M. TRYON, clerk to the com~issi?n, a witness on the part of the prosecu

tion, being duly sworn, was exa1p.lDed as follows: ' 
Q. Examine the reg~ster and state what the p~ncil marks are. . . 
A. This book was given to me by Colonel ChIpman to prepare an exhibIt of 

the number of deaths, &c, which I did; and, in taking off the number of deathi! 
I made the check marks referred to by tl~e witnes". 

The examination of Dr. AMOS THORNllURG was then resumed. 
Q. Examine the three indexes of the hospital register handed to you and see 

if you recognize them? 
A. I do; and, so far as I can see, they are all correct.	 , 
The books were put in evidence by the judge advocate, and accompany this 

record. ' 
Q. I notice in this register very many entire columns representing that a pac 

tient was admitted, for instance, August 8, and died August 8, and in the col
umn of remarks, " died in quarters," and again admitted August 9, died August 
9, "died in quarters," and so on all through the book; what does the temark 
" died in quarters" mean? 

A. I tbink Dr. Stevenson, perhaps, would have to make a report of thos'e, 
cases, and they would have to be reported as having died of something, and as 
having died in hospital. I think, perhaps, there was an order that caused him 
to report them on the death register in hospital, and yet in the remarks they are 
put down" died in qnarters ;" that means in the stockade. I never knew how 
he fixed up that difficulty. There were a great many things in reference to the 
hospital that I never could understand, and this was one of them, I suppo~e 
"unknown" would be the entry in cases where the snrgeon could not make out 
a proper diagnosis of the case. 'rhose six men that were hung were marked as 
having died of "asphyxia." I do not recoIled the date those men were hung, 
but I know they were aU marked as having died of asphyxia, I asked the clerk 
in the bOBpital ho'w he harl entered those cases, and he referred me to the book, 
and showed me that he had marked them" asphyxia." 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE, On page 110 of the Hospital Record there are given 
the names of six persons who died of asphyxia, and in the column of remarks. 
"Tried by court-martial, and executed inside the prison ;" that is the record. 

WITNESS. Those are no doubt the men wilo wer(' hung. 
Q. I notice on examining this regist.er that a large proportion of the patients 

r,ecorded as having been admitted died in hospital. many of them, the day they 
'were admitted, or immediately after, and	 that a few seem to be recorded as " re
turned to the stockade." 'Will you state to the court \vhat your observation 
was with regard to the proportion that were returned to the stockade after being 
tr~ated in tbe hospital? 

A. '\-Vell, I have no data from which I can state how many were returned to 
the stockade. The proportion, however, was small. Sometimes a lllan would 
come to the hOBpital and be treated there and relieved of his disease, but. in the 
mean time some of the surgeons would become acquainted with him, aud, per
haps, would have him detailed as a nurse, or, perhaps he would be detailed out
side the stockade for some other business, and hence he was not returned to 
quarters. The proportion actually returned to q uar-ters was irery small. I 
never met among my own patients-those I had treated myself--any cases 
where I was unable to give a diagnosis of the cause of death, and where I had 
to report the disease as "unknown." I have met with patients after they were 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--22 
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dead where I could not tell the cause of death. I h~ve frequently seen meu 
brought out of the stockade dead, and I did not know what they died of. 

PROPORTION OF LIVES THAT MIGHT HA VE BEF.N SAVED BY PROPER TREATMENT. 

My idea is that a large proportion could have been s'aved by proper diet and 
propel' quarters, perhaps one-half. I will say that one-half might have been 
saved if we had had proper nourishing diet and the proper kind of hospital 
accommodations. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

There was shelter erected in the stockade. I cannot give the exact date 
when. It was, perhaps, in August. '1'here were five or six buildings, five, per
haps, commenced at the north end of the stockade. They were completed, 
perhaps, in August. I cannot say anything as to their capacity, as I was never 
in the stockade after they were built; and then later in the year, or, perhaps, 
at the beginning of this year, there were'some four or five other sheds erected at 
the south end of the stockade. I was not in the stockade after they were fin
ished, but I have been on the north side of it where I could see in, and I gen
erally saw them pretty well crowded. That was the extent of the shelter. 
'1'hat is all the shelter I know of having been built in the stockade, excepting 
what the prisoners erected themselves out of pine boughs, blankets, &c. I was 
there during the winter. I considered it a very mild winter, having been used 
to a colder climate, yet we had some frost and a little ice; perhaps we had ice 
once 01' twice. 

Q. Remembering the condition of these prisoners, and the scanty supply of 
fuel they had, was there weather there that would have killed men-frozen them 
to death? 
, A. Yes, sir; I suppose there was, in their emaciated condition. I do not 
know of any cases of that kind. I cannot give the temperature in summer 
in that climate. I think I have not seen a thel'mometersince I have been in 
that country, Last summer, I suppose, the hottest day we had would not have 
gone over 960 or 98° in the shade. In the summer of 1865 I should 
think it went up to 108° in the shade. It was pretty hot in the sun. I could 
not tell how many degrees in the sun. 

The JUDGE A.DVOCATE: 
I call the attention of the court to page 337 of the hospital register, where I 

find this record: "T. Gerrity, 106 Penna., frozen to death; admitted January 
3; died January 3; died in the stockade." 

Witness continued: 
I cannot give the temperature under the rays of the sun in summer. It would 

be mere guess-work. A man who had to ride in it, as I have had to do, would 
think it was 8lmost up to boiling-point. I suppose it would run up to 1500 in 
the sun. I never 8aw it tried, but I would think so. In that remark I refer 
to the summer of 1865. It was 1I0t so high at any time during the summer of 
1864, because that was a wet summer. 

Q. Would the heat be somewhere' in that neighborhood 1 
A. I think that would be a fair proportion. WIlen the thermometer waS 

over one hundred in the shade, I think it would stand a great many degrees 
higher in the sun. ' 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL: 
That is mere guess-work.' Some might have been frozen in the winter of 

1864-'65. I know nothing of anybody freezing to death; I only stated that, 
probably it might have occurred. I suppose about one-third of those in the 
stockade, in the latter part of the winter of 1864-'65, could be sheltered by the 
buildings which were erected in there. Those buildings that I spoke of, in the 
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th end of the stockade, were erected in the summer, perhaps in August. 
T~ thers were erected in the fall or winter; I don't recollect the time, because 
1 e ~ not in the stockade, and I only saw them in passing on the north side, 
. w: time perhaps, after they had been erected. The buildings which were 
s~m ted in 'the fall or winter, together with those that had been erected in the 
eleCmer might have accommodated all the prisoners who were there in the 
sum, . h'em III very much . There were, I' or seven. tel' by crowdIng t per laps, SIX 

~:usand in there in the winter, but they were almost. all moved south of the 
brook that ran t~roug? the stockade. Xn 1865, 1 don't ~·e~ollect t?e 'pre~ise 
fme those buildmgs 111 the north end were taken for a recelvmg and dlstnbutmg 
~ospital. 1 do not think they were so used in the fall or winter of 1864. So 
f r as 1 know, those buildings in the north end. as well as those in the southern
 
. aart of the stockade, were exclusively for the accommodation of the prisoners.
f suppose Captain Wirz had those buildings erected.
 
, 1 made some reports to Dr. White. I reported the condition of the stockade.'
 
I do not think he paid any attention to those reports, no more thah Dr. Steven

son. He gave no reason for not attending to my reports. I did not,ascertain
 
why he did not attend to them.
 

THE HOSPITAL REGISTEH. 

The hospital register was the property of the hospital outside the stockade 
·1 think that no one in the. stockade, or having control in the stockade, had 
anything to do with that book. ~hat book was the pr?pert! of the government. 
It was in charge of Surgeoll 'Vhlte first, the surgeon.m·chlef. Other surgeons 
could examiJ;le it any day they chose. I presume that if the other surgeons 
had brought 'up a list of names of persolls having supervening diseases, they 
would have had the privilege of entering them. The surgeons would make 
their reports to the surgeon-in:chief, and from their report he would order the 
book to be made up. I don't know that any of the surgeons ever tried to have 
anything put in that book or alter it in any way, There was no rule on that 
subject that I know of. I think, though, it would have been presumption in any 
'If the medical officers to have made an entry in the book without the permission 
of the surgeon in charge. The surgeon in charge is responsible for what ,vas 
in it when he gave it up. If anything has been put in it since, I don't suppose he 
would be responsible. I have not seen anything that has been inserted since. 
1 cannot recognize any of the handwriting in that book; it was done by the 
clerks. 

Q. Can you explain why it should be .put in that hospital register that a 
person died in quarters 1 

A. 'rhe only way I can account fur it is this: the surgeon in charge would 
have to make a report to the medical director, and also reports to the surgeon 
general, and he would perhaps enter sick men in the book as in the hospital, 
when they were not. I think his idea was to draw as much commutation for 
the prisoners as he possibly could, and as we had a great many sick in the 
stockade, perhaps he would enter those in the stockade as being in the hospital. 
'1'hose that were in the receiving and distributing hospital, which was one 
division of the hospital, were in. the stockade, and yet they were marked as in 
the hospital. . , 

When I said" his idea was to draw as much commutation as possible," I 
meant the, surgeon in charge. I think it would more particularly apply to 
those in charge latterly, Dr. Stevenson and Dr, Clayton. I don't think, how
ever,- that Dr. Clayton would have made an entry that he could not have 
explained freely. Perhaps it would not apply so much to Dr. White. ' 
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TREATMENT OF THE SICK I:-J THE STOCKADE. 

The sick in the stockade were generally brought out to the gate, where the 
surgeons pr~cribed. Out of so many detaclJments a surgeon would 'prescribe 
for so mauy hundred. During one day I have prescribed for as many as five 
hundred. I always. kept a prescription book. I had charge of only one 
division qf the hospital at one time. I said I had charge of several detachments' 
or divisions in the stockade. I had charge of several divisions in the st,ockade 
at one time. A great many prisoners were brought to Andersonville .sick. The 
Belle Island prisoners were brought there before I was assigned to d'uty at that 
place. I don't know anything about their condition when they came there. 
Men brought from the field, for instance those captured in Virginia, by the time 
they got to Andersonville were, perhaps, a great many of them sick. They 

,were bringing prisoners there from almost every direction. There was a while 
when they came in nearly every day. A good number of those were wounded 
and sick, It would be impossible for me to tell, when a person died from a 

. gunshot wound, whether he died from being shot inside the stockade or from 
having the wound before he came there. ,I suppose that those who were well 
acquainted with the man, some of his comrades, might tell if they saw him. I 
don't know any other way it could be told. I could not tell how long a wound 
had existed, only from the history of the case. I had no means of telling 
whether a prisoner came there wounded or was wounded there, unless I saw 
him when he came. I never, to my knowledge, treated a person who bad been 
wounded inside the stockade. I knew of a case of that kind being treated. I 
heard 'there were a few such cases. I witnessed an operation that was performed 
there one day, the amputation of a man's leg above the knee joint, the man 
having been shot by a sentinel, for what cause I do not know. I may have 
heard then, but it was hearsay. 'That is the only case I ever witnessed. I 
frequently saw men brought out of the stockade with some wound on them. I 
mean those who were brought out dead. I saw a few who had their skulls 
fractured; I suppose hy their comrades. We understood it was by their com
rades. I think I trp-ated one or two who were said to have been wounded in 
the stockade by their comrades; tllat was the history they gave me. Of those 
who died a great number came there as wounded prisoners from other places, 
and others had come there sick. 

Q. Was there any means by which anyone could tell whether a person died
 
from disease contracted before he came there or after he came 1
 

A. It would be a very nice point to decide, if a man had come there sick. 
It could be done in some instances. Those men who had contracted scurvy at 
Belle island might have aied with the same disease at Andersonville. When 
a man died of scurvy there was no means by which I could tell whether he had 
contracted it at Andersonville or had brought it with him from Belle island, 
unless we knew that he had it when he came there. '}'he stockade was a receptacle 
of diseased and wounded persons, as well as a place where disea~es originated. 

Q. Was there any means of telling what portion of the persons dying there 
of various diseases died of diseases contracted there 1 

A. I don't believe I can an'swer that qu\>stion. I don't know how I could make 
that discrimination. I do not know any way that any other physician there could 
make the discrimination. I treated five hundred per day, I think, in the early part 
of June, after the hospital had been moved outside the stockade. About the time 
the hospital was enlarged I was taken from the stockade and assigned to duty iri 
the hospital. I never was interfered with by Captain Wirz while treating those 
prisoners there. He never showed any disposition to prevent me from doing 
all the good I could for them; on the contrary, I think he showed a di8position 
to have me do all I could. 
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By the COURT: 

Under certain conditions blood might ooze from a guushot wound for months, 
t"ll the wonnd was entirely healed. In a healthy gnnshot wound suppuration 
~il1 generally set in in two ~r three days. .. . . 

Q. Did you mean to say, m answer to a questIOn In your cross-exammatlOn, 
.that you could not tell a recent gunshot wound from olle af long standing 1 

A. No, eir. I did not make that statement. If I made the statement I 
misunderstood the question. If it were a recent wound I could tell pretty 
closely how many days old it was, from the state I found it in. I do not know 
that after four or five days I could tell that it was a recent wound, because in 
that climate we have often suppuration very quickly. 

The reporter, by direction of the court, here read the witness's testimony on 
this point in the cross-examination. 

WITNE:;S. As to the question whether r could tell from a recent wound 
whether it had been received in the stockade or not, I could not t.ell unless I had 
the history of the case, because a wounded prisoner might have been received 
from a battle-field about the same time. For instance, we got some men who 
were wounded at Macon. A man might have been wounded in the stockade at 
the same time. If both men came into the hospital at the same time I could 
not tell which was wounded in the stockade and which on the field of battle. 

THE HOSPITAL FUND. 

By COUNSEL: 

'l'here were a great many things marked as bought.on the weekly account 
current which never were bought, as was proven by the committee. We did 
not see them, and, 'consequently, they made an investigation of it. In regard 
to potatoes and other vegetables, there were larger quantities marked on the 
book as bought than ever entered the hospital. 1 do not think the surgeon got 
as much !is he entered on the book as bought. 

Q. That is an easy way of saying that there were frauds committed in that 
way; }Vas that the understanding1 

A. That is the way I regarded it. 
Q. You have spoken of the rule that the surplus hospital fund was turned 

over to the government; did you mean to say that any surplus fund at Ander
sonville was so turned over? 

A. I do not. There was a general order that if the hospital fund was more 
than sufficient, and accumulated, a ,certain amount, I do not recollect what, it 
was to be turned over to the governmen t. 

r. do not think that fund ever accumulated at Andersonville. I think it was 
spent as fast as it was drawn. I have no knowledge of what was drawn. I 
think if the amount allowed by the government had been drawn, it wouldhave 
been sufficient to have supplied those who were sick in hospital with abundance 
of nourishment. 

.	 In my inve:;tigation of the matter I did not ascertain whether all that ought to 
have been drawn was drawn; I merely examined the books. I. do not recollect 
what amount I discovered from the books had been drawn. I think the hospital 
fund was drawn from the commissary; it should have been drawn from him, but 
:( do not know whether it WaS or not. I cannot say that the commissary was 
the responsible person if the hospital fund was not paid over; he might not 
llave· gGt it from the government. I do not know of anyone between him and 
Hie hospital who was responsible. 

. By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: • 

.. Q. In cross-examination, in rep1y to a question as to wh~t reason the surgeon 
mcharge ~ould have for making false entries in the hospital register, you said 
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you supposed it was for the purpose of increasing the commutation. Explain 
what you mean; do you mean the hospital fund ~ 

A. Yes; sir. 
Q. Showing a larger number of patients 1 
A. Yes. ' In a private conversation Dr. Stevenson told me that the more pa

tients he had on his report, the more medicines and the more hospital fund he 
could draw. That was in the latter part of 1864. He often told me his plans, 
and what he 'aimed to do. That was one of them. 

THE RATIONS OF THE SICK. 

By OOUNSEL: 

I think if I had been in charge of the hospital fund, and had the money, I 
could have obtained plenty of diet. I mean if I had been in command of the 
hospital as sur/?ieon-in-chief. The procuring of the diet which was intended for 
the hospital, aSIde from the commissary ration, belonged exclusively to the sur
geon-in-chief. He made requisition on the commissary department, and drew' 
what they had to i~sue~ It was his place then, after drawing the hospital fund, 
to buy what he wanted with that fund. The proper diet could not have been 
obtained in that immediate county, in that country, but it could have been ob
tained In the State. I would have required, for the prisoners and the sick, 
large quantities of vegetables, with eggs, butter, chickens, &c., everything that 
was nice and good. I would have required wheat flour. They got wheat 
bread, but not in sufficient quantities. 'They got wheat flour or bread pretty 
generally. A portion of the summer months of 1864, we could not get, or did 
not get wheat bread. After a while the surgeon in charge drew a quantity of 
flour-I do not know how much-and had wheat bread issued to the patients 
for whom it was prescribed. Those who needed it worst we would 'prescribe it 
for on the prescription book. In the latter part of the summer, and in the fall, 
several Oatholic priests visited that place. They were allowed passes to go into 
the hospital to administer to the spiritual wants of the prisoners. I think they 
were also allowed to give them money. They did do it. They also sent a large 
quantity of flour, from donations made up, I presume, by the citizens, to Oap
tain Wirz. It was baked up in the bakery and sent to Dr. Stevenson and 
issued to the hospital. I n\3ver knew of anything being sent to Oaptain Wirz, 
for the comfort of the prisoners there which he withheld from them., I never 
saw him refuse access to anyone for the comfort and assistance of prisoners. 
There was an order-I do not know from whom it emanated-that no citizens 
should be allowed to go into the hospital or the stockade without a pass from 
Oaptain Wirz, or to trade with the prisoners, or to have any connection with 
them at all. I presume there was a good deal of trading with the prisoners, 
notwithstanding that order; I saw plenty of sign of it. It is almost impossible 
to restrict such things at a military prison, where the guards are not disposed to 
act according to their orders. 

CONDITIO:V OF THE PRISONERS IN THE HOSPITAL. 

'The hospital clothing came from the medical pur.veyors; I do not know 
whether from Oolumbus or Macon; we generally got supplies from those places. 
It was hospital clothing for the patients. I cannot speak as to the quantity. 
The bales had not been opened when Dr. Stevenson took charge. I do not 
know that there was really any clothing in them. They were hospital supplies
hospital furniture.. 'There was cl?thing th~re after those bales were opened. 
frequently saw shIrts there. I dId not state that the patients were made co~
fortable. They were not made comfortable; the clothing was not sufficient; It 
was not issued. It was issued towards the last, after Dr. Clayton got the 

I 
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hospital built so that the sick could be moved iuto it. Then they had hospital 
clothing issued to them. They were much more comfortable after that than 
they had been, but were still deficient to Borne extent. 

By the COURT: 

'I'he hospital clothing was issued in 1865. after the hospital building had been 
put up. The clothing was issued to all the prisoners who were sick. That 
must have been in April, 1865. The hospital clothing for the patients was sent 
there by the rebel authorities; they were not distributed in any quantity-some 
little. 

By COUNSEL: 

I do not know of Captain Wirz ordering clothing to be brought there for 
patients. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

By COUNSEL: 

I did not see the United States sanitary boxes there. I saw some sanitary 
clothing sent out. All that I saw had been issued to the men. I did not see 
any of it issued. I saw the prisoners wear it, and I heard them say it was 
sanitary clothing. I received some blankets for my division, that were furnished 
by the sanitary commission. 

THE RIGOR OF GENERAL WINDER'S AND CAPTAIN WIRZ'S ADMINISTRATION COM

PARED. 

I think General Winder was there during the months of J nne, .July, and 
.August. I think the rules were much tighter while he was there. 'I'hat was 
my experience. I had but little experience with him. I only speak of what I 
saw. 

SEPTEMBER 20, 1865. 
.A. G. BLAIR, for the prosecution: 
I ~as in the military service of the United States; in the 122d New York. 

I was taken prisoner on the 23d of May, 1864. at the hattIe of the Wilderness. 
I was taken to Libby prison first, and from that to Andersonville, where I arrived 
about the first of June. Uaptain Wirz was in command of the prison when I 
arrived there. 

THE RATIONS• 

. I have heard a great many questions asked·Captain Wirz about rations when
ever he would come into the camp. His reply was generally an oath, saying 
that we would get all the rations we deserved, and that was damned little. 

. Q. Did he ever say he would not give you rations if he could? 
.A. I never heard him make that exact remark. 
Q. Did he make any similar remark 1 
A. Sev:eral days during the fore part of my imprisonment there we- had no 

rations. The report came from good authority that he was the cause of it, he 
being in charge of the camp. 

(Interrupted by counsel for the accused.) 
. Question repeated. 
. A. I have not heard those words from his mouth. 

'.: Q. Did you hear any similar language used by Captain Wirz to that which
 
1 repeated to you 1 if so, state what the language was.
 
.,(Objected to by counsel for the accused on the ground that witness had already
 

".flnswered in the negative. .
 
".• After deliberation the objection was overruled.)
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A. 'On one occasion wIlen he was asked by several of the prisoners who had 
not had any rations for twenty-four hours, when they were to haVE! any, he 
made the remark that if the rations were in his hands we would not. get any. 
That was in thc beginning of July, 1864, just before or after the 4th. 

TREATMENT OF THE SICK. 

I have seen him stand at the gate when sick men were carried out. The men 
were very anxious to get out of the sun into the shade, and they wo~ld rush out 
toa small passage-way made in the large doors coming out, to suit him. I have 
seen him shove the well, and the sick who were being carried, over on their 
backs j or sometimes he would order the guards to do it. 'l'hc condition of the 
men taken out of camp into the hospital was hopeless-all that I ever saw taken 
out. 

THE STOCKS. 

I escaped from Andersonville in the latter part of July or the fore part of 
August, and got about thirty miles fr~m the stockade when I was captured aud, 
brought back to the camp. I was kept over night, and then was put in the 
stocks. '1'he first day that I was taken out of the stocks I was not put in the 
stockade that night. I was put in the stocks the next day, and then was returned 
to the prison with three other comrades. I do not recollect the exact number 
of hours I was kept in the stocks; I should think fivt or six hours. 

Q. Did the prisoner give any orders in reference to your being put in the 
stocks 1 

A. Just before I was put in the stocks I saw him give 'some orders from his 
headquarters, and I supposed that those were the orders. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw prisoners shot on or near the dead-line, on several occasions. I was 
down, in the fore pl,l.rt of my imprisollment, to get water at the creek. That was 
the only resource for obtaining water, except you had a right in one of the wells. 
'The crowd was very great there. It was absolutely necessary sometimes either 
to get over the dead-line or to thirst. I have.seen men on five or six occasions 
either shot dead or mortally wounded for trying to get water under the dead
line. I have seen one or two instances where men were shot over the dead-line. 
Whether they went over it intentionally, or unconsciously from not knowing.the 
rules, I cannot say. I think that the number of men shot during my impriso~
ment ranged from twenty-five to forty. I do not know that I can give any of 
their names. I did know them at the time, because they had tented right around 
me, or !pessed with me, but their names have slipped my mind. Two of them 
belonged to ~he 40th New York regiment. 'Those two men were shot just after 
I got there, In the latter part of June, 1864. 

Q. Did you see the person who shot thcm? 
A. I saw the sentry raise his gun. I hallooed to the man. I and several of 

the rest gave the alarm, but it was too late. Both of these men' did not die; 
one was shot through the arm; the other died; he was shot in the rig'ht breast. 
I did not Bee Captain Wirz present at the time. I did not hear. any orders 
given to \.he sentinels, or any words from the sentinels when they fired; nothing 
more than they often said that it was done by orders from the commandant of 
the camp, and that they were to receive so many days' furlough for every Yankee 
devil they killed. Those twenty-five or forty men were shot from the middle 
of June, 1864, until the 1st of September. '.rhere were men shot every month. 
I cannot say that I ever saw Captain Wil'z present when any of these men were 
shot. I had no chance of seeing him unless he was in the stockade. '.rhe 
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majority' of those whom I saw shot were killed outright; expired in a few mo
ments. 

Q. Oan you give a detailed description of those you saw killed and of the 
dates 1 

A. In regard to the dates I cannot give you any detail. I lost dates there, 
and did not know when Sunday came. I came very near being shot myself. 
A very large crowd had gathered at the stream of water, and I was reaching 
over the dead-line in order to get some water. I could not get it anywhere else, 
as I had no right to the wells. A bullet came, I should judge, within two or 
three inches of my rig-ht ear. striking one man through the arm, and mortall y 
wounding another. These ~en were in their tents, unoffending. 

Q. Were all thcse twenty-five or forty men shot by the sentries for crossing 
the dead-line or being near it 'I 

A. Some were across it, and others not, I saw a man shot who was three 
feet inside the dead-line. I saw one shot on the 10th of July, just the day 
before the men whom we called the raiders were hung. 

Q: Describe the circumetances that led to the men being shot. 
A. I do not know, except from the great desire of sentries to get furloughs. 

THE ORDER OF WlRZ TO FIRP. THE ARTILLERY UPON THE PRISONERS IF THBY 
HUDDLBD TOGETHER. 

. Q. Did you ever hear any ordcl' given by the prisonf\rin reference to firing 
grape and canister on the prisoners iu the stockade 1 

A. He gave an order; I did not hear it; but there was an order given-
'(Intenupted by counsel for the accused:) 
Q. What order did you ever hear him give 1 
A. Oaptain Wirz planted a range of flags inside the stockade, and gave the 

order,just inside the gate, "that if a crowd of two hundred (that was the number) 
should gather in anyone spot beyond those flags and near the gate, he would 
fire grape and canister into them." 

Oross-examine,d·-by ,OOU.'lSEL: 
Oaptain Wirz gaciic this order I was speaking of to the crowd of prisoners 

around the gate. He merely told them he would fire upon them if they gathered 
there. I did not hear him give the order to the men outside. He warned us 
that if we gathered there in numbers he would fire upon us. 

Q. Then it was not an order, but simply a warning 1 
A. Yes, sir. 

SEPTEMBER 20, 1865. 
OHARLES H. RUSSELL, for the prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the United States. I was orderly sergeant 

company E, first Wisconsin cavalry, at the time of my capture, on the 9th day 
of May. 1864. I was captured between Barnwell station and Dalton, by 
Wheeler's cavalry. I was taken to Dalton, and kept there two nights and one 
day. From there I was taken to Atlanta, Georgia; I staid in the hospital two 
weeks. From there I was sent to Andersonville, where I arrived' on the 27th 
of May, 1864. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PRISONERS. 

Whe~ I got there I was taken to Oaptain Wirz's headquarters, and gave in 
my name and regiment. Oaptain Wirz was in the office at the time, and when 
he heard me give my regiment, he gave his orderly orders to "take every damn 
thing fro.m'that Yankee cavalry son of a bitch," and the orderly took everything 
I had, T had been wounded in my left hand, and had a ring on one of my 

I 
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fingers that I thought I couldn't get off, I was so hurt; but the orderly came 
and took the ring away from me. 

Q. What else was taken from you? 
A. I didn't have anything else to take. 
(To the court.) I had on a shirt and Ii pair of pants and an old pair of boots; 

they did not take those. The ring which was taken from me was never retuJ;ned 
to me. I do not know who got it. I know the orderly at Oaptain 'Wirz's head
quarters took it from me, and that is the last I ever saw of it. 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

After I had been in the stockade about two weeks, a number of men from my 
regiment who were there, and W!IO had been fed on sour bread, wanted me to 
speak to Oaptain Wirz about it, and to see if he wouldn't give them better 
bread. I took a sample of it to him one day, when he came in the stockade, 
and I showed it to him. He tumed himself and said, " I don't want to know 
anything about it." I insisted on his looking at it. It was all mouldy and 
sour. '1'hat made him angry. He had his pistol in his hand, and he wheeled 
around and presented it at my head, cocked. '1'here was a big crowd around 
there, and the boys began to sing out, "Go in for him." He got scarea, and 
wheeled around and rode out of camp. I think it likely he would have shot me 
if he had dared to. 

SHOOTINI' OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARD. 

I have seen t.wo men shot myself for crossing the dead-line, and three after 
they were shot. 

Q. State the circumstances of the shooting of those whom you saw shot. 
A. I saw a man shot at the creek one morning in J une. We were down after 

water. There was a big crowd there. The ground near the creek was very 
slippery, where the boys were runninl?; in and out and spilling. water. A fellow 
there, who looked very weak and sick, tried to get some water, but he slipped 
and fell, sticking his arm under the dead.line-nothing but his arm. I was 
within six feet of him when the guard raised his gun and fired and shot him 
down. The man did not speak a word afterwards. 

I do not know that man's name nor his regiment. I did not see Oaptain Wirz 
present at that time. About the 20th of July, I think, there was a man shot on 
the south side,at a little spring where they dug a hole in the ground about ei~ht 
feet from the dead-line, on the south side of the creek. He was there gettmg 
water, and there was quite a number getting water at the same time. '1'hey 
were crowding around to sec who would get the water first. 'I'his man got 
crowded outside the dead.line, and the guard fired on him and shot him. '1'he 
guard stood on the first post, on the south side of the creek. Oaptain Wirz came 
along s~lOrtly afterwards, and went upon the stand where the sentry was, and 
I saw hIm shake hands with the sentry. Shortly afterwards the sentry went 
down. and another soldier took his place. He shook hands with the sentry and 
called him a " bully fellow," or something of that sort. I heard nothing said 
about furloughs at that time. At one time I was detailed to go out and get so~e 
wood. There was a confederate soldier who made it a practice of going out III 
the woods where the boys went for wood, and trading with them there, out of 
the sight of his officers. He said that there was an order out that they would 
get furloughs for every Yankee they killed. 

VACCIN i\'l'ION. 

I saw one man of my regiment, of the name of Pillsbury, vaccinated there. 
He belonged to company H. He went into the prison on the last of April, 1864, 
a very healthy man. When I got there, on the 27th of May, he was very 
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healthy yet, although he had been vaccinated, and at that time there was a sore 
on his arm as large as my hand. He had a watch which he sold for I do riot 
know how much confederate money, but a good pile. He bought things and 
traded with the men, and we managed to live pretty well. He died about the 
1st of September. He had no other disease that I know of. I do not think he 
had, as he apppared perfectly healthy, and had been always healthy. When he 
died this sore had spread all over him. There were Sores coming out on his arms 
and legs. I have seen a good many cases of vaccination while I was in prison. 
They had a similar effect, sores on the arms. I have seen sores break out on 
the arms, legs, and fel·t; they looked like the sores on the arms. I should think 
there was over a hundred cases of this kind. Every man whom I saw vac
cinated while in prison there, with the exception of two men who got well, had 
it operate on them in the same way. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

About one-quarter of the entire stockade was swamp. The swamp was about 
eighteen inches or two feet of clear ma,ggots, and you could see them all in It 

ferment crawling around. We were obliged to go into that swamp. When I 
first went there the men had to go through' it to get the water out ot' the creek; 
on the north side they had to wade it to get to the creek, and on the south side 
they had to wade it for two or three rods. I have seen men in there digging 
roots to get wood to cook their meals with. '1'hey woulJ dig there because the 
roots and stumps, and everything else that would burn, had been dug out of the 
dry ground. 'rhey had to dig there, or eat their meals uncooked. That was in 
the months of :iVIay, June, July, and August; along in July they commenced to 
bring down dirt frorp the hills to cover that swamp up. Before I left they had 
got a good portion of it, perhaps half of it, covered up, and the men were tenting 
on it, 

WIRZ'S STATEMENT THAT HI': HAD SERVED IN THE UNION ARMY. 

About the 4th df J nne Oaptain vVirz came into the stockade, and said that 
Johnston had cleared out Sherman and had taken him prisoner, with about half 
of his army. He was feeling very well over it. I tented right close to the 
south gate, or rather I stayed there with some fellows who had a bough-house 
up. Oaptain Wirz came in there and sat down, and got to talking abol1t his 
being in our army. He said he was an orderly sergeant in an Illinois regiment, 
and fought under Sigel in Arkansas. '1'here is one of our men alive, by the 
Dame of Nelson Ohittenden, of vVisconsin, who heard the same statement. I do 
not know whether Oaptain Wirz was lying or" not. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL: 
Seyen men were taken to Andersonville with me. I belonged to the ca~alry. 

I belonged to Sherman's army. Our cavalry, at that time, was not attached to 
any corps; it was called Kilpatrick's corps of cavalry. I did not belong imme
diately to Stoneman's command at that time. Oolonel La Grange was com
manding my brigade. 

SEPTEMBER 20, 1865~ 
BERNARD O'HARE, for the prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the United St,ates. I belonged to 00. A, 6th 

New York cavalry. I was prisoner at Andersonville from the 28th I!'ebruary, 
1864, to t~e 19th September, 1864. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

'.. Q. 8t~te w~at y~u know of the' sufferings of Union prisoners in the custody 
pf Oaptam Wu'z at that time. 
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A. I was there before he came there; thihgs then were easy, but after he got 
there he used rather strict rules and laws. Whether he had orders to do so or 
not, I do not know. He brought us up in line'and gave the guard orders to 
shoot the first man who left the line. I saw him draw his revolver; he pointed 
it at me, but I have not seen him shoot anybody. I saw him kick a man by 
the name of Ward, belonging to the 6th regular cavalry. The drcumstances 
were these: he dug a tunnel and crawled ant; he was caught and brought back, 
and it was for that Oaptain Wirz kicked him. 

I asked Oaptain Wirz one day in August, 1864, for a pass, and tIle answer 
he gave me was, that he would pass me to hell. I thanked him. He asked me 
how I got up to his quarters; I answered him, and he sent me back without a 
guard. Afterwards he was taken ill, and he left the camp under the charge of 
Lieutenant Davis. "Ve asked Lieutenant Davis, and he gave us passes so that 
we could go and bathe in a creek that was there. After Captain Wirz got well 
he took away those passes from us, and told us that he would allow no Yankee 
to have any privilege whatsoever. '.rhose were his words. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

I was detailed for the purpose of carrying out dead men. I was at it from 
the 1st of August until September, carrying them from the different wards of 
the hospital. Our orders were to go into every ward in the morning and take 
the dead onto I have seen] 28 bodies and 135 bodies lying in the dead-house 
at one time, lying there before the wagons came after them to move them out. 
The dead bodies were allowed to remain over a day without being taken off, so 
that wht!n loading them up the bodies often bursted: A major there ordered us 
every evening to get six ounces of liquor, bep.ause he imagined we ought to have 
that on account of our business. . 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

I know whether the rations of any prisoners were stopped at any time. They 
were stopped four days in July; I believe about the 3d, 4th, and 5th of July. 
I was among those whose rations were stopped. I was inside the stockade at 
that time. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

Cross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
We had to go from the hospital to the gate to ca)'ry up thofle men who were 

not able to walk to the hospital, and when I was down there, being ont on my 
own honor, I took the honor of going up to see the honorable Captain Wirz. 
Captain Wirz was ill in the latter part of August or the 1st of September. He 
was not gone long; not as long as I often wished he was. I felt so that it was 
about a month, but I do not know exactly. 

SEPTEMBER 20,1865. 
JOHN BURNS W ALICER, for the prosecution: . 
I was in the military service of the United States, in Co. G, 141st Pennsyl

vania infantry. I was a prisoner at Andersonville from June 16,1864, till:M:ay 
26, 1865. 

THE RAIDERS. 

I was wounded on the evening of lVIay 28, 1864, at Hanover Junction, Va., 
a nd was taken to Richmond on the 30th; from there to Danville, and by Colum
bia to Andersonville, where I arrived on the 16th of June. There were about 
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400 in the squad that was sent at that time. Prisoners' were being hurried from 
Libby prison and other prisons in Richmond to Andersonville for safety. On 
arriving at Andersonville, Captain Wirz was in command. We were counted 
off into detachments, three nineties making a detachment. After those prepara
tions were gone through, sergeants were appointed to take charge of each ninety. 
The detachment into which I was put was No. 84, and I was given charge of 
the second ninety of that detachment. We were then ordered into the prison. Part 
of us were put on the south side of the branch, and part of us on the north. 
It was my luck to go on the south side; it was much crowded. The detach
ment hild to be squandered all over the ground, seeking what place they could 
find for quarters. Reports were brought to me every day of the plundering and 
robbing of men. '.rhe first night I was there I pitched my tent with several 
other men. Some of them had part of a tent, and one man had a blanket, and 
with the piece of a tent and the blanket we made a tent for four. The place 
where we pitched our tent was a little inside the south gate, a little up the street 
where the teams came in with rations. In the night I was awakened by a man 
who turned me over, and one' of my comrades, who had no place to sleep, and 
who was walking round outside, called t.o me; the man h~d a knife in his hand, 
but my comrade came out and stopped him. I suppose he was going to cut my 
pocket-book out, or something else. However, I got up and got out; I did not 
lie down again till almost daylight. When I had gotto sleep again, I was sud
denly awakened by some noise, and when I opened my eyes the tent was gone, and 
we were lying there uncovered. We found after daylight that there was a party 
of blacklegs or raiders, as they were then called, in that place, who were rob· 
bing, plundering, and assassinating prisoners, and that we had got into a nest of 
them. So we went further and pitched our quarters on the southeast side, near 
the dead, line. I stayed there till the enlargement of the prison, when my de
tachment was ordered to the northwest side. 

TREATMENT OF THB SICK. 

My duty as sergeant of a ninety called me to be at sick call every morning 
with the sick. The order generally was for such sick men as had to be carried 
out on blankets. I remember that on the 27th of July an order was given, I 
think, for 500-five from each detachment; there were over a hundred detach· 
ments in the prison at that time. The orders were generally read from the gate, 
but whether they came from the surgeons or from Captain Wirz, I do not know. 
The sick men were carried out, and about noon the surgeons were sent in. 'l'hose 
sick men remained In the sick enclosure until next day at noon, when they were 
taken out, 500 of them. They were in a dying condition. None were taken 
except such as were considered not fit to live until next day. I have often 
taken sick men when the doctor would look at them and say that they would 
live till to,morrow. That was Dr. Rossey, the surgeon to whom I reported at 
the gate. He told me to take them back. They often asked if a particular 
man could live to be brought again. We had no medical attendance in the 
stockade. I never saw the surgeons in the stockade until the stockade hospital 
was erected, in September and October. 

. SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I know the name of a prisoner who was shot by a sentry and killed. I have 
a memorandum from which I can state it with certainty. On the 4th of Sep
temb~r, ,1864, a prisoner belonging to the 7th Indiana infantry, whose name was 
Mf1rns Prendiville, was asleep in his tent about 10 o'clock in the evening'. His 
quarters were near mine. I heard the report and went ont. 'l'herewas a little 
commotion at the quarters where the prisoner was shot. vVhen I got opposite 

.... 
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the tent I found something under my' feet, a~d on looking down I found the 
man's brain and blood on the path. His feet were toward the dead-line, about 
three feet from it; his head was toward the path. He had been wounded in 
battle and afterwards brought to Andprsonville. He had been there only a few 
days when he was shot. I reported the case next morning to Captain Wirz. 
I left a report at the gate; I never heard anythinl!: more of it. He was shot in 
the head, the ball scattering his brains about. I know the man's name was 
Prendiville, because I wrote it on a paper and pinned it on his breast; I wrote 
the cause of his death-that he w~s shot by the gnard-and I pinned the paper 
on his shirt bosom. I made a memorandum at the time for myself; and I have 
it here. I wrote this on the morning after the man's death. 

(Witness produced the memorandum, which was read, as follows: 

" MO~Tis Prendiville, Co. H. 7th ~ndiana regiment. infantry; shot through the 
head on the night of the 4th of September, 1864, by the rebel guard. He was 
asleep in his tent, directly opposite the post. '1'he guard had no cause to com· 
mit the crime.") . . 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I desire to call the attention of the court to the fol· 
lowing extract from the hospital register: "1},230, Prendiville, lVI, private 7th 
Indiana, Co. H, complaint unknown; admitted September 6th; died Sep.tember 
6th; died in quarters." 

WITNESS continued: I do not know the names of any others who were 
killed. On the 5th of August, 1864, five men were shot. I did not take their 
names. Eour of them were shot at the branch, and one of them near the north
.east corner, inside the stockade. Three of them were shot at one time; one 
was killed and two were wounded. Such shooting was' a frequent occurrence 
at that place. 

GOODS BROUGHT TO ANDERSONVILLE FOR SALE CONFISCATED. 

I was on duty outside the stockade; I was paroled on the 28th of October, 
1864, and was taken outside. I had the scurvy very bad, I had (5) five sores 
on my right limb, which was much swelled. The quartermaster took charge of 
me; I was taken out to the work-shop to cobble shoes. It was sOnie time before 
I could do anything. Captain Wright told me that he would see that I should 
not go back to the prison, that I should stay there and recruit. He used to get 
a good many things for me-potatoes, pickles &c. I was put under the charge 
of Captain Wright, but particularly under the cha~'ge of the quartermaster. 
Captain Wirz had then no charge ofus ; Sullivan called our roll. While there I 
saw goods confiscated in the shop. Sometimes people would come to the post wit.h 
provisions to sell, eggs, hutter, pies and other things. '1'here was a market 
down at the railroad depot; one day a little boy came there who used to come 
there often with pies. An officer, either a lieutenant or captain, came to the shop 
and arrested the boy, took his basket from him and took him down to Captain 
Wirz's office. That was in the early part of March. 

GENERAL COBB'S SPEECH. 

I heard General Cobb make a speech on the 4th of March, 1865, at Ander
sonville. General Cobb came to Andersonville on the 4th of March and the 
paroled prisoners outside were notified that, if we desired to hear the g;lleral, we 
could go down. A good many of us went down, I amon'" the others; I found 
General Cobb in the midst of the crowd; the 2d Georgi:' regiment, I think, was 
drawn up at the shed that was being built for a brick-yard. Ill' made a speech 
in which he referred to the .prisoners. He said he was sorry. that any pri~oller 
had been captured. He BaId he should hang every prisoner if he had his own 
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way. He further said, "If the prisoners come up to your house to take your 
chickens or your pig, hang them. If a prisoner comes up to your.house to speak 
'to your women, hang him:" He then referred to President Lincoln. 

Mr. BAI{ER. I must object to this, as it does not appear to have anything to 
do with the case. ' 

'l'heJuDGE ADVOCATE. I object to the counsel appearing for General Cobb 
unless he can show his authority. 

Mr. BAKI'R. In what earthly way does this evidence affect the case? 
A MEMBER of the COLTRT. If the counsel will read the first charge he will 

find there a charge of conspiracy. 
Mr. BAKER. General Cobb is not named. 
A MEMBER of the COURT. The charge uses the words" and others unknown." 
Mr. BA KER. The trouble is that the admission ofsuch things in evidence puts 

us to so much trouble in following the case. 
A MEMBER of the Cor RT. We cannot help that; we want the facts whatever 

they are. 
'rhe objection was withdrawn. 
'rhe WITNESS continued: General Cobb said, "If President Lincoln ever 

gets me he will hang me; and if I ever ~et President Lincoln I will hang him." 
In referring to the conduct of Captain Wirz, he said that he was glad to find 
the state ofihings around Andersonville to be such as he did. He recommended 
Captain Wirz as being a very meritorious and efficient officer, doing his duty and 
doing it well. He made comparisons with reference to the prisouers. He said 
to the confederate troops around; "Look over into the stockade," pointing his 
finger directly to iL; "go look over there and compare yourselves with those 
men, and go home and kiss your wives and sweethearts, and see if you cannot 
gain your independece." .He further said, in connection with the grave-yard 
and the treatment he would give to the prisoners, I would treat the prisoners 
here well; I would feed them well; I would care for them," His voice, when 
he said that he would care for them, assumed a stentorian tone; he spoke harshly 

'and as if with big meaning, pointing at the same time with his hand to the gmve
'yard; as if meaning that that would be the cat'e he would give them. 'rhis 
speech was received by the audience with some hurrahing, but not so enthusias
tically as I have seen speeches received in other places. 

EFFORTS OF LADIES TO RENDER ASSISTANCE TO THE PRISONERS. 

One day in the forenoon I was sent into the prison for the shoemakers. I 
brought them out, and w:hile we were reporting to Captnin 'Yirz there were 
two baskets standing ontside of Captain vVirz's headqnarters. Two ladies 
were there from Americus. 'rhey wanted to send those delicacies to the pris
oners. I don't know what they were. I did not see them; the baskets wet'e
covered. The ladies had tears in their eyes. They wanted to send those deli
cacies in, but they had an order from Captain Wirz that they could not be re
ceived. I could not find out whether the goods were confiscated or not; but I 
did not see them taken away. I know that they did not leave for two hours 
afterward. The ladies were refused admission to the prison. 

SANITARY ORDERS ISSUED BY WIRZ. 

I have sometimes received sanitary orders while in the prison regarding tIle 
,'treatment and the keeping of the quarters. I received those ord':rs from Cap
,t~in Wirz. They were headed, "Headquarters of' the post," and were signed 
"Captain' H. Wirz." It was an ,order sent in by the sergeant who called the 

. ,~oll.' Itwas brought around among the detachments, and was read to the s.er
'geants of each detachment. We were only allowed to see it, 1I0t to receive 
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copies. The orders were to police the quarters and keep them clean, to take the 
sick below the line of the well, and to produce as good a state of sanItary affairs 
in the camp '.IS possible; and there was a penalty attached to the order-that 
any sergeant not following out his orders and keeping it strictly should be put 
in the stocks for 24 hours. I told Sergeant Hammond when he brought the 
order to me, " There are my sick men; I cannot detail all the balance of my well 
men to keep carrying those men below the liue of the well all the time. My 
quarters al:e as clean as I can keep them, and if that is not sufficient you can 
report me to Oaptain Wirz; I am ready for the stocks." 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

My rations were stopped while I was at Andersonville; on the 3d of July 
the sergeants came in and told us that we were going to have a fine time on the 
4th July, that we would have an extra ration. 'rhe 4th of .July came and 'we 
had no rations at all. The rations were frequently stopped. The. crime of any 
man not being able to report, 01' any sergeant not being able to report the num
ber of men, was considered a sufficient cause for stopping our rations. I gener
allY'ma~laged to substitute men for those whom I could not account for. Some
times it was not possible for all the men to be present. Sick men had to leave 
and go to places where it was necessary for them to go, and they would not be 
able to get back in time. I generally found men from other squads who had 
been counted, and filled up the vacancies with them. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 

We were not doing anything when the sergeant came in on the 3d of .July and 
spoke to us in regard to our rations. ,Ve had not been attempting to break out 
that day. I used to hear abou·t a plan to break out, but I never could find any 
organization. Such an attempt was not the cause for stopping our rations. 
I never knew of any organization to break out; I knew of some tunnelling. I 
guess the rations were not stopped because they had been tunnelling. I do not 
know; I knuw that we had the promise of a good day on the 4th, and we did 
not get it. I did not hear at that ti~e anything about tunnelling out. 

EFFORTS OF LADlF:S TO RENDER ASSISTA:\ICE TO THE PRI3QNERS. 

Those ladies were there in the beginning of March, 1865; I noticed that one 
of them had on a brown dress. One was a goodly-sized lady, full faced. I 
should know her again. 

The P RBSIDENT. 'What is the object of those questions 1 
Mr. BAKER. vVe intend to produce the lady liere, and I ask these questions 

for identification. 

SHOOTING OF TWO PRISONERS BY WIRZ: 

SEPTEMBER 20, 1865. 
HUGH R. SNEB, for the prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the United States-in the thirty-ninth Illi

nois regiment. I was a prisoner at Andersonville about five months. I was 
captured May 16, 1864. and I made my escape about the 9th of September fol
lowing. I made my escape by smuggling myself out with a few pl'isoners who 
were to be exchanged on speeial exchange armnged between Generd Sherman 
and General Hood. When they called the roll of these men who were to he 
excharrged, it was after dark; that time being chosen on account of the heat, as 
men would faint during the day. When they called the 1'011 they said they 
wimted none but able-bodied men-men who were able to go into the field; and 
as a test they gave an order that any man who came out and was not able to 



TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 353 

walk eighteen miles would be shot. 'Of course· everyone was anxious to get 
ont, and, among the rest, myself. I considered that I could walk eighteen miles, 
but I had no right to come out any more than my chances to get out. After I 
got out I fell iuto line. Others .came out w~o could not wa.lk. There were tw.o 
men belonO'ing to a westel'll regIment-I thmk one belongmg to an Iowa regI
ment. I a~ not certain as to that; they fainted before they got to the brook 
that I:an, I think, between Oaptain Wirz's headquarters and the depot. They 
fell out of the ranks, and the gnard shoved them to one side. A man ran back 
and wanted to know why they were out. They made the remark that they 
wished to get out of prison. '1'he man said, "I will help you out damned soou." 
We were hurrying along at the double.quick. I heard six discharges from a 
pistol' I supposed it to be a revolver, and I heard a cry, as if somebody was hurt. 
Prese~tly a rebel officer, a lieutenant I think, came along, and he made the re
mark that it was a brutal act. Rome one asked who did it, and he said the 
captain. I have no means of k~10wing that they were killed, except that 
this lieutenant said tlJat only one of them was killed. He said "one of 
them is dead." I have heard Oaptain Wirz's voice on several occasions. I 
cannot say positively if the voice I heard at that time had the accent of his 
voice. I thought at that time that it was his voice. We passed him soon after
ward, perhaps not over fifteen minutes. He was' sittifJg in his chair in front of 
his headqnarters, and Genftral Winder was sitting not a great distance from him. 
I suppose it was calculated that we were passing in review before them, an(1 
they were counting us. We were ordered to march in particular order so that 
we could be counted. 'I'hat is all I know about that particular affair. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw three different men shot. One was either the sergeant major or hospital 
steward of a New York regiment. He went outside the dead-line for the purpose 
of being shot...That was in August, 1864. Some said that he was crazy; others 
said he was not. He was shot by the guard, and was killed instantly. The 
guards shot at him three times before they hit him. At the time the last shot 
was fired there was an officer in the sentry-box with the guard, but it was not 
Oaptain Wirz. It was a lieutenant of the guard. Another case was that of a 
man of the 21st Ohio. I cannot give his name. He was a German. He was 
lying insiile the dead-line asleep. Somebody raised a disturbance near the dead 
line. I think that perhaps he fell over the dead-line. A shot was fired which 

,went through the man's shoulder and another man's foot. The man at whom 
they fired was missed. \ That was in .July, I think. '1'here was a crazy man
a German who was captured on the 16th of May. He seemed to be deranged 
from some canse. I think he was deranged when he was captured. He was 
shot; I think he staggered against the dead-line. I saw him when he was shot 
by the sentry. He was not trying to escape. The man was deranged; he did 
not know what he was doing. 'l'his happened near the north gate, close to the 
edge of the swamp. It occurred some time in July or August. I believe I don't 
know of any other occurrence of that character. 

SHOOTING OJ<' TWO PRISONERS BY WIRZ. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSE.L : 
I can~ot tell the date precisely when I heard those six shots from a pistol or 

revolver. It was in September. It was at the time that exchange occurred. 
Q. Was it the first part of the eli=change or the latter part? 
A. '1'he last squad of prisoners that went away. Seven hunch'ed were taken 

from. the stockade, bnt I believe all of them were not exchanged. It was 
not as late as the 25th of September. It wa~ in the first part of Sep

H. Ex. Doc. 23--23 
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I 
tember; it must have been, because I got within our lines on the 23d of 
September. 1 was making my escape at that time. I followed the prisoners 
till I got to Lovejoy's station; there I broke away from them and got inside 
our lines at a little place calIedEastport. I was only one day on my journey 
after I got away from the prisoners. I was four days with them before I got 
away from them. I think it was five days from the time I heal'd the pistol dis
charged till I got within our lines. It was about the 17th or 18th of September, 
as neal: as I can telI. I never saw Captain vVirz shoot a man. I saw hjm 
shove a man; I did not see him strike a man with a pistol. I don't know that 
he bruised the man whom he shoved materi~ly, but he was a sick man, and 
when Captain Wirz shoved him over, he got trampled on by the crowd. That 
is the only instance I ever saw. 

PROTEST OF THE OFFICERS OF THE TROOPS STATIONED AT ANDERSO~VILLEAGAIXST 
THE CONDI'CT OF An'AIRS THlmE. 

SEPTEMBER 20, 1865. 
SIDNEY B. SMITH, for the prosecution: 
1 was in the rebel army. I was captain of a company in the twenty-sixth. 

Alabama, stationed at Andersonyille. I was at Andersonville from the latter 
part of February, 1864, until the 14th of May, 1864. 

Q. Did your regiment join in representations with reference to matters at 
Andersonville 1 

A. There was a meeting held by officers of my regiment, bnt there was 
nothing done directly abont prisoners. The meeting was directly in refer
ence to Colonel .O'Neill, the colO'nel of the regiment; it was indirectly 
in reference to the treatment of prisoners. I do not recollect the particu
lars directly, but there was something said against the treatment of the 
prisoners. We complained of the post officers generally. It was on Col
onel O'Neill's account directly. Colonel O'Neill, on account of some state
me{1t supposed to have been made by Colonel Persons, commander of the 
}wst, aun other officers on duty at the post, to the war departmcnt, was relieved 
from duty, and when we found that that statement had been made, we heJd a 
meeting to clear Ids character at the department, and indirectly in reference to 
the treatment of prisoners. ""Ve asked for a court of inquiry, stating that we 
could substantiate before such a court the statement that we made with reference 
to the conduct of matters there. 

Q. How did y~u represent matters? 
A. I do not recollect the exact words. vVe made this report to General 

Cooper, inspector general. It was forwarded through the Tegular chauud 
from the regimental hearlrplllTters. It went to the post headquarters of Oolonel 
Persons. We heard nothing of it after that. Whether it went further, .r dQ 
not know, We did not make another report directly. 

Q. Did you not send one to your father in the rebel congress? 
A. After we heard nothing from the other, I sent a copy to my father, and 

one to Colonel Jamison, senator from Alabama. I never heard from my father 
whether he received the paper, and I have not seen Colonel .Jamison since. 
One of the officers who was at Ar:dersonville said tllat he heard Captain R. 
B. Winder, the quartermaster, and several other officers chuckling over it, 
saying that the paper had miscarried; that Colonel Jamison had sent my 
paper to the inspector general, who read the indorsemeut without reading the 
body of the paper, and referred it to General vVinder, who made his remarks on 
a separate piece of paper and kept the original copy. '1'hat paper was an at
tack on the aclministration of affairs there. I do llot recollect the particulars. 

Q. Who were involved in the report; of whom did you complain? 
.A. I do not recollect any particular names. '1'he affair was caused by a 
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remark of Selman, who was acting adjutant of the post, and also acting sutler 
of the prison. 
, Q; Oaused by him in what way 1 

A. It was ag'ainst the orders for the guards to trade with the prisoners in any 
way and Selman, I believe, caught a m,m of our regiment trading. with the 
pris~ners, or he supposed that he was trading with them. He accused him of 
it but he could never prove it. He had a man bucked for doing so. .A few 
nights afterwarcb the regiment took out Selman and. rode him on a rail. The 
next day Selman was heard to remark that t.hat damned old scoundrel, Oolonel 
O'Neill, had stolen his -watch and money. Some of, the men who were present 
reported tbe matter to Oolonel O'Neill, who sent a guard and arrested'Selman. 
Selman was kept under arrest for several days, and was then released. A 
few days after that an order came from the W'11' dcpartment relieving Oolonel 
O'Neill from duty entirely with the command. He was not to take any com
'!land over the post or troops, or have anything to do with them, He was 
allowed to stay near the camp, but not to go out of hearing. vVe ncver reported 
that tbere was any Winder cliqHe 01' combination; it was our supposition that 
there was a cliq ue of that kind.. . 

Q. State, as near as you call recollect, the corruptions that you charged in 
that establishment. 

A. I do not recollect any of the part.iculars, I told you (the judge advo
cate) in our conversation that I would not be willing to rbk on the stand a state
ment uf the matter. 

Oross-examined by OUU\TSEL : 
Some time in the latter part of ~larch or the first of April-I don't remember 

which-was when these statements were made. Oaptaill Wirz was at the pd
. son at the time this occurred, at the time we cnllecl our meeting, He was there 
at the time of the occurrences on account of which the meeting was called. I 
suppose these occurrences took place hom 8 to 10 days bC'fore our meeting
probably a little l'lng'er-time enough for the statements which had been made 
by the other parties to get to the depu"tmcnt; it was the latter p'trt of March 
01' the first of April. It milY have been later than the first day of April. or it 
,may have been before. Oaptain vVirz was there at til<! time of the occurrences 
)bd'ore the meeting'. 'Ve called the meeting among ourselves. I was one of 
.those who called it; the officers of the 26th Alabama regiment were the others. 
Edward A. O'Neal was our colonel; B.}<~.Brown was our mnjor. All our officers 
called the meeting; they drew up and signed a paper and sent it to the inspec
tor general at Richmond, 'Ve niever got a retul'll from it. VVc had just a 
meeting of the officers of the regLnent, VVe met at a cilbin which W,tS my 
quarters. 'l'hey came inside the cabin, I d(m't rememb8r \vl!'lt one officer said, 
or what others said. I don't remembe'r anytbing tlHt was in the paper. I par
ticipat,ed in the meeting. The meeting was called because we were satisfied 
that the parties who had made the ·previous statement to the war department 
had made a false aceusation against Oolonel 0'Neal. VVe w(~re never furnished 
with acopy of that stOltement., I do not know what the staternept was. I do 
not know that it was false cell@ainly, bnt I am satisfied that it was false. I have 
noevidence that it was false. I have no knowledge in reference to it at all. 

By the OOURT : 
This meeting took place after Oolonel O'Neal was relieved. I suppose his 

relief had something to do with it. 
SEPTEl\IJilER. 21, 1865. 

'AMBROSE SPENCER, for the prosecution: 

.Ire~idenear Americus, &;umter county, Georgia. 1I1:y plallta~p.}s about 
umemlills from.Anaer~onville. I have resided there for the last~ve,.years. 
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CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THB STOCKADE. 

I visited Andersonville during its occupation as a prison very frequently. I 
have seen the prisoner, Captain Wirz, very frequently. I was there nearly 
every month, I think, during' the time it was a prison. I.doubt whether a month 
elapsed in which I was not thtre while it was in its crowded condition
every month except, perhaps, during March, 1865. I was there in April, 1865. 
I was at Andersonville constantly; nearly every month, as I have remarked. 
I had frequent opportunities of seeing the condition of the prisoners not only 
from the adjacent hills, but on several occasions from the 011 tside of the stock
ade where the sentinels' grounds were, I had opportunities of talking at differ
ent times with the prisoners, not only at Andersonville, but after they escaped 
in several instances, when they came to my house. I can only answer the ques
tion by saying that their condition was as wretched and as horrible as could 
well be conceived, not only from exposure to the sun, the inclemency of weather, 
and the cold of winter, but from tIle filth, from the absolute degradation which 
was evident in their condition. I have seen that stockade after three or four 
days' rain, when the mud, I should say, was at least twelve inches deep on both 
the hills; the prisoners were walking or wading through that mud. The con
dition of the stockade perhaps can be expressed most aptly by saying that in 
passing up and down the railroad, if the wind was favorable, the odor ii'om the 
stockade could be detected at least two miles. 

THE NUMBER OF SAW AND GIUST-MILLR NEAR A;'IIDERSONVILLE. 

I believe I am familiar with tIle surrounding country. Thnt section of south
western Georgia is well supplied with mills, both grist-mills, flour-mills and saw
mills. Between Andersonville and Albany (tbe distance by railroad being I 
believe, fifty miles-there ii3 railroad communicatioll) there are five saw-mills. 
One of them, a large one, is OWlleu. by a gentleman named Drew. There are 
four others of considerable capacity; there is one saw-mill at a dii!tance of six 
miles from Andersonville, owned by Mr. Stewart: that goes by steam. There 
is another saw-mill about five miles from Andersonville that goes by water. 
'I'here arc saw-mills on the road above Andersonville. As for g-rist-mills there 
are five in the neigh borhood of Andersonville, that farthest off being at a di~
tance, I should think, not exceeding ten miles. There were two at Americus, ' 
the one farthest off being about twelve miles distant, Of these milli3 the wa~er· 
mills are run nearly the entire year, excl'pt occasionally in the summer months; 
in the months of July and Augnst they may be temporarily ,~uspenc1ed owing 
to the want of water, but not for any length of time. 

THE ,SUPPLY OF PRUVISIONS IN GEORGIA IN 18GJ·. 

It is a very heavily timbered country, especially in the region adjoining An
dersonville; it may be termed one of the most densely timbered countries in the 
United States, . As for its fertility, southwest(c'l'l1 Georgia, I believe, is ter~ed 
the garden of America; it was termed the garden of the confedCTacy, as llavlpg 
supplied the greater part of the provisions of the rebel army. Our section of 
Georgia, Sumter county, is perhaps not as rich as the counties immediately con
tiguous. '1.'he land is of a lighter quality, but. still it produces heavily. I sup
pose that the average of that land would. be one bale of cotton to the acre; the 
wheat would average about six bushels to the acre. The avenlge of corn 
throughout the COUllty, I suppose, would be about eight bushels to the acre. 
I am stating the general average of the whole number of acres in ,the county. 
We have land in that county that will produce 35 bushels of corn to the acre; 
I am stating the general average. 1t struck me that there was an uncomm?1l 
supply of vegetables in 1864. Heretofore, at the .south, there has been but lIt. 
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tIe attention paia to ganiens on a large scale; but last year a very large sup'ply 
of vegetables was raised, as I understood, for the purpose of being dispm'ed of 
at Andersonville. Indeed, there was not a day that passed when tile trail's were 
not loaded going from Americus up to Andersonville. with persons ealTying 
veO'etables there. I know that some officer at Andersonville (I cannot say who 
it ~as) had agents at Americus to purchase vegetables j and large amollnts of 

'vegetables were sent up daily or weekly. ' 

THE SUPPLY OF LUMBER. 

I know of lumber having been used at Andersonville. 1. was tllh'e during 
June and July very frequently, at the time when Governor Brown had called 
out the militia of tile Stitte. '1'he militia of southwestern Georgia were stationed 
at Andersonville, and their tents were all floored with good lumber, and a good 
roauy shelters of lumber were put up by the soldiers. I noticed a good many 
tents that were protected from the sun by boards. There seemed to be no want 
of lurober at that time among the confederate soldiers. 

1'HE TEMPERATURE DURING THE SUMMER OF 1864 A:'IlD WINTER ~F 1864-:65. 

I did not take regular thermometrical observations during the summer of 
1864and the winter of 1864-65; but I had a thermometer, and every day. sometimes 
twO or three times a d,ly, I examined it. I generally made it a rule to look 
at it when I got up in the morning, again about noon, and then in the evening. 
So far as I remember, the range of the thermometer during the summer of 1864 
was very high. I think I have seen it as high as 110 degrees in the shade. 
Once, and only once, I put the thermometer out in the sun on an extremely 
hot day in June, 1864. It ranged then, if my memory serves me aright, 127 to 
1::10 degrees that day. Last winter, according to my experience during more 
than twenty-five years' residence in Georgia, was the coldest winter we have 
ever hacl there. I have seen the thermometer as low as 20 and 22 degrees 
above zero-from S to 10 degrees below the freezing point; one night it wae ' 
colder than that; it was the night of the 4th of January. It is very distinctly 
impressed on my memory. During the night I was waked up by my wife, who 
told me that somebody was calling in front of my house. I opened the side 
window (it was excessively cold) and asked who was there. A voice replied, 
"A friend." I answered that I had no friends at that time of night, and very 
few anyhow in that conn try. He said that he was a friend of mine and wanted 
to co'me ncar the fence to speak to me. I told him my dog would bite him if 
he came to the fence; he then approached and said he was an Andersonville 
prisoner, and asked me, calling me by name" if I lived there. I toldbim that 
I was the man and to wait a moment. I dressed myself, went out and chained 
my dog, and brought the prisoner in.' He was nearly frozen; he could hardly 
stand; he had on ouly one shoe, and that was a poor one, aud had a stocking 
upon the other foot. He was clad in the thin al"my flannel of the United States, 
badly worn. He had on a pair of light blue pantaloons which were badly worn. 

, This was on a Wednesday morning; and he told me that he had made his escape 
from Andersonville on the Saturday previous, that be had been 'lpprehended 
alid taken to Americus, where he had made his escape from the gnard the night 
before, and was directed to my house by a negro. I asked him if he was not 
nearly frozen; he said he was. I looked at the thermometer then and it was 
eighteen degrees above zero. This was about two o'clock in the morning-be
tween one and two o'clock. 

EFFORTS OF LADIES To HENDER ASSISTANCE TO THE PRISONER8. 

I know tl;at efforts were made by the ladies of my county to relieve the 
prisoners at Andersonville; at oue time a general effort was made. All that I 
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• 
know is, tllat a gf>ntleman named Mr. Davies, a Methodist presiding elder, ex" 
erted ·himself to induee the ladies to contribute clothing and provi~ions to the 
federal hospital at Andersonville. A large amonnt of provisions was collected, 
some three or fonr wagon loads, if I am not mistaken, alld sent up there. I 
believe that the effort failed. First, the provost marshal refused a pass to carry 
the provisions to the hospital; and when application was made by Dr. Head, 
who acted as the spokesman fut' the ladies, to General 'Winder, it was positively 
refused to them. I had a conversation with General Winder three days afterward. 
The same matter then carne up. GenRral 'Winder stated, accumpanied wit,h an 
oath, that he believed the whole country was becoming" Yankee," and that he 
wonld be damned if he would not put a stop to it; if he couldn't one way he would 
in another. I remarked that I did not think it was any evidence of" Yankee" 
or Union feeling to exhibit humanity. He said there was no humanity about 
it; that it was intended as a shu'upon t.he confederate govel'l1ment and as a covert 
attack on him. I told him that I lJad understood it was aone at his request; 
that he had requested Mr. Davies t.o bring this thing about. He said it was a 
damned li~; that he had not requested allY thing of the kind; that for his own 
part, he would as lief the damned Yankees would die there as anywhere else; 
tlmt, upon the 'whole, he did not know that it was not, better fot' t.hem. That' 
was his language, or words to that effect. Captain ~Tirz was not present at t.hat 
time. My wife was with me at t.he time. There were other ladies pre~ent, but 
1 don't think I knew any of them. Tiley were not part of the committee. 

Q. In what way did General 'Winder speak of the ladies and their humane 
effort? 

A, He used the most npprobrions language that could possibly be used, 
language that no gentleman could listell to, e~pecially in the presence of his 
wife, without resenting it in some way-language ut.tedy unfit to be rf>peated 
in the presence of ladies. It was a·n intimation that he could very easily make 
loyal women of them by put.ting them in a certain condition that would bring 
them to it. 

I was present at a conversation the day afl er this ~ommittee of ladies failed. 
It was at tlw depot at Andersonville. The conversation" was principally carried on 
between the pruvost marshal, Captain Reed-

Q. C1;lptain or Lieutenant Reed. 
A. I believe we used to call him captain. He might havf' been alieutenant, prob

ahly. He was the only Reed there. Captain \Virz and R. B. \\' inder were present. 
There were tbree or four officials there; I cauuot recall 'U7 bnt those. Lieu
tenant Reed observed that if General WintleI' had done as he wanted, they 
might bave made a good "peculatioll ont of the pro\'i~j()us and clothiug that 
the lildies had broug·!Jt; that h<1 proposed they should be COufiscilted, but the 
'.' Old General" would Dot do it. \Virz' remarked tlnlt if' he bad his'way be 
would have a house built there, and all tbe ladies shonld he put ill it fIn' cert.ain 
purposes. That was a most scanrlalons, illfHmou~ purpo~e, w [deh I do uot wish 
to repeat. R. B. \Vinc1er's remarks were a gt·'nera] eOl\enIT('nce. I dun't know' 
that he said anyt.bing special that 1 can call to miud, any WlJre than laughillg'ly 
concurring in wlJat had been said. 

THR DOGS. 

I know Turner, who had the hounds, very well; lJis name W,lS ,Yesley W. 
Turner. 

Q. ~'bat did you ever hear him say as to his duties there and wlwt he waS 
receiving? 

A. It was some time in the early part of lS64-l\farch or April, I thill~. 
He had purchased a piece of land up ill the saille district in \\ hich my place IS. 

1 met him olle day in Americus and asked him if he -ivas going to settle that 
laud. He said he was not; that be was making more money now than allY
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body in that ~ountry. I inquired how he was making it. He said the con
federate government was paying him for keeping hounds to catch escaped 
prisoners. I asked him if he got hi,; pay from Richmond. He said, no, be did 
not trouble Richmond; tbat "Old Oaptain Wirz" was his paymaster. 1 asked 
him bow much he received; my impression is that he did not tell me what he 
received. He told me that he was making more money than anybody else in 
that country; better than cultivating ground. That was early in the history 
of that prison, 1 think-dl1l'ing March 01' April. It was while he was there on 
duty; he told me that be then bad a pack of bounds alld was employed there. 

GENERAL WINDER AND SONS; THEIR ANIMOSITY TOWARDS THE PRISO;>JERS. 

I know W. S. Winder-" Sid. Winder," as he is called. I saw him at the 
time he was laying out the prison. Between the 1st and 15th of December. 1863, 
I went up to Andersonville with bim and four or five other gent!pmen, out of 
,curiosity to see how the prison was to be laid out. Whr;n we arrived there the 
limits of the prison had all been marked. They were then digging a trench to 
put the stockade posts in. IV"orkmen were busy cutting down trees in and 
at'ound where the stockade was. In the course of conversation I inquired of IV. 
S. Winder if it was proposed to erect barracks or shelter of any kind inside the 
stockade. 

Mr. BAKRR objected to tbe reception of the evidence, on the ground that the 
matter narrated did not come within the time specified in the charge. 

The OOURT, after deliberation. overruled the objection. 
The WITN~;SS resumed: I asked him if he was going to erect bal'1'acks or 

shelter of any kind. lIe replied that he was not; that the damned Yankee~ 
who would be put in there would have no need of them. I aske'd. him why he 
was cutting down all the trees, and suggested that they would prove a shelter 
to the pl'i80ners, from tIle heat of the sun at least. He made tbis reply, 01' 

som,etbing similar to it: "That is jnst what 1 am going to do; 1 am going to 
build a pen here that will kill more damned Yaukees than can be destroyed in 
the front." Those are very nearly his words or equivalent to them. That 
was before a stockade was erected in the trench. Oapt.ain R. B vVinder came 
there to the post ten 01' tifteen days after that-l suppose about ten days. 
'])here was nothing said at that time as to who ordered W. S. vVinder there to 
layout the priwn. I hacl frequent conversations with General Winder. I 
used to meet him very freqnently, either in Americus or going up the railroad. 
I saw him a 'good many time,; at Andersonville. 

Q. What was the general temper and spirit of his talk with regard to those 
prisoners 1 

A. T.he opinion that I formed ()f him was anything but creditable to his feel
iug, his humanity, or his gentlemanly bearing. 1 am not alvare that I ever hacl 
a conversation with Gelwral vVinder, in which he did not curse more or less, 
especially if the subjec, of Andersonvillp, prison was broug'ht up. 1 can unly 
reply to yoU!' question by saying that I considered him a brutal man. 'That 
1 drew from his conversation and conduct as 1 observed them. 1 looked upon 
him as a man utterly uevoid of all kindly feeling and sentiment. 

THE CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS GENERALLY KNOWN IN THE SOUTH. 

Q. How generally, so far as you observed, were the sufferings and horrors of 
be Andersonville pen known thronghout the 'south ? 

A. So far as my know ledge and information went, the knowledge of those 
SUff'3rings was general; it was so, at least, throughont the southern part of the 
southern States; 1 caanot speak 8pecially in regard to the lleighborhood of Rich
mond. 'rhe matter was discussed in the new8papers constantly, and discussed in 
pdvate circles. ,Perhaps 1 might have heard more of it. than most, because it. 
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dwelt more on my mind; but it was a general subject of conver~ation through. 
out the entire southern part of the confederacy. 

THB QUANTITY OF PROVISIONS RAISBD IN lS64. 

Cross-examined by COUl\'SEL : 
I went south twenty-five years ago the Sth day of last month. My residence is 

in Sumter county, neal' Anwrieus. It is a village or town. It is called Americus. 
I live near the town. I have lived in Sumter county for JH·arly twelve years. 
I have been a teacher most of the time; my profession is that of a lawyer. I 
have been planting, farming, for tIle last five years, most of the time on my own 
farm. My farm is two lots; there are two hundred Ilcres to the lot; four hun
dred acres in all. vVhen I speak of the crops, and of vcgetables there, if I 
judged from my own crops my statement would be unfavorable, because I made 
a very poor'crop that year, both of corn and vegetables. I do not judge from 
my own crop. 'l'he testimony I have given is what I have seen of other planta
tionf:'. I believe I have travelled during the last two years almost as much as any
body has. I held a position as an agent to collect evidence of claims against 
the Confederate States government-to establish claims. l\ly district comprised 
thirteen counties, if I am not mistaken. Tllat is the extent of the district OVet' 

which I had jurisdiction-within which I received and established claims against 
the confederate government. I was appointed by General Cooper, adj utant and 
inspector general. I held a confederate office; I suppose in one sense I may be 
considered as having held a confederate office. I had no commission; it was 
rather an agency. I travelled all through those thirteen counties constantly. I 
travelled mostly with my own buggy and hOl"ses; whenever I had occasion to go 
to places that were 110t 011 a line of rllilroad, in Schley, Webster, Marion, Chatta
hooche, Stewart, 'I'homas, and one or two other other coun tips, I had to travel 
in my own conveyance. When I went to Mushogee, to Columbus, or to Ogle
thorpe, or down to Cuthbert, or to Albany, I went by rllilroad. I did not suy 
I visited them several times during the last year; I said I visited each one?f 
those counties at least twice, and some of them oftener. I did rwt obtain thIS 
information a" to the crops while I was travelling. I did 1I0t, say anything or 
the kind. I suppose a part of my information was obtained in that way. 

Q. What you have stated, then, about the crops, you have stated from iuforma
tion that came to your knowledge in travelling, or partly in thilt way 1 

A. Partly in that way, and partly from conversation wiLh planters whenever 
I met them, as to the state of their crops, and partly fl\Jm information derived 
from reports in the newspapers. , 

Q. Did the planters tell you that they had made plentiful crops 1 
A. Tlwy did not tell me anything of the kind. Their reports of their cropS 

were various. Some would complain that they had made very pOOl' cropS ;, 
others said that they llad made excellent crops. The gelleral concurrence of 
opinion was that the crops were good. 'I'hat was in 1864. The crop of lS63 
was better tban that of lS64. 

Q. Was the crop of lS63 in any way injured or destroyed 1 
A. Yes, sir; in some sections of the country it was, but not generally in o.ur 

section. We had seasonable rains in lS63, when ill other parts they wanted raw. 
I say thatt.he crops in lS63 in the neighborhood of Andersollville we~'e better 
than in 1864. 'I'hey were good, and I think, so fur as my informat.ion goes, they 
were saved. Those crops consisted prillcipally of grain, corn, potatoes, pea.s, a 
small quantity of rice, according to the country, sugar cane, Chinese 'cane, SHUP 

and sugar. 
Q. Was there any more raised in lS63 than enough to supply the actual want 

of the inhabitants there? 
A. Of comse, I can only answer th[lt question from general information.. I 

should say that there was much more. 1 did not hear It gcneral cOJJJplamt 
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of deficiency. I heard more complaints in 1864 than 1863, especially com
laints coming from the upper part of Alabama. 'l'here was a great deal of 

~omplaint in portions of Gnorgia in 1864, from the usual causes that destroy 
crops-droughts, &c. Our planting in 1864 wa.s very early; if I mistake not 
I had gotten through putting my corn in, I think by the 5th of April; it was all 
in and up. 

THE NUMBER OF SAW AND GRIST-MILLfO NEAR ANDERSONVILLE. 

I saw a portion of those crops carried to the mill; it is impossible for me to say 
. what portion. Whenever I ~lad occasion to go to the mill myself, or to pass by 
a mill, I constantly saw a large number of wagons there. 'l'wo grist-mills I did 
go to frequently-one of them a third of a mile from my plantation. The mill 
was owned by Dr. R C. Black. At present there are three run of stone in it. 
There was ouly one run of stone then. There were two run of stone iu the 

, other mill. 
Q. Did you ever see anything there more than what are known as family 

grists 1 
A. Yes, sir. I have seen the upper and lower stories of the mills packed with 

wheat and corn-so full that it was difficult to get about. I could not say to 
whom the grain belonged. I am certain it did not belong to the confederate gov
ernment; from a conversation I had with the owner of the mill, I think it belonged 

·to the plauters and farmers in the neighborhood. I used generally to ride over to 
that mill, I suppose every two months; sometimes I wonld go oftener for the pur
pose of fishing. 'rhe tiine I saw it so full was from the time the wheat was 
harvested and got out, which was in the early part of June, up to September. 
I saw it more or less packed during those months: at times I saw it packed as 
I have stated; at other times there was a less quantity there. At the time I 
saw the mlll packed as I have testified, I expect it was principally in the months 
of July and August. I saw it so packed two or three times'; perhaps three or 
four times. 

Q. You were there very frequently? 
A. That depended on the state of the fish pond; that induced me to go there and 

fish. The second mill was owned by a Mr. Davidson. It was six miles from my 
place. It is a little over five miles from the first one I have mentioned. 'l'he 
nearest grist-mill to Andersonville is about five miles south of it, perhaps not as 
much as five miles; I believe it is considered a pretty large mill. I think it had 
two run of stone. In 1864, I think there were two. It is a water-mill. 'rhen 
going down, there are two mills in Americus.- I have not described these two 
mills. There arp, two run of stones in the one, and I think bnt one run of stones 
in the other. They were the same in 1864. A gentleman by the name of 
Daniels owns one, and in 1864 a mau by the name of Hayes owned the other. 
I have already described the other two spoken of. 'l'hose are all I know of. 
Those were all there in 18G4. There are six mills; there is another one about 
a mile from Mr. Davidson's mill, and it is owned by a man by the name of 
Cheeve.s. It has two run of stone. That is all I know of in that country. 
l<'?ur of those mills are tnrned by water. The 9ther two are turned by steam. 
I '00 not think I know the name of the stream that the one nearest to Anderson
ville is located on, unless it may be called the" Sweet Water" I will not be 
positive that it is. '1'he one near my place is called the "Muckalooche," and 
Davidson's mill and Cheeves's mill are on the same stream. I believe I can 
8.ay that those four mills ran all the time in the summer of 1864, by water; 
there might have been a stoppage for a day or two; I do not think there· was a 
stoppage for two days continuously. They, perhaps, held up the grinding 
80!D:~'lVbat in order to let the water accumulate, but I think the mills were run
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ning all the time. I know of four or five saw-mills in that vicinity. Ther~ is
 
one located about five or six miles below Andel'sonville, on the railroad.
 
'rhree of them run by water~ There are six saw-mills that I know of'. I can

110t Ray that I visited them during the summer of 1864; I have passed by all
 
of them frequently.
 

Q. Do you not know that they did not run at all hardly during the summer
 
of 18641
 

A. No; I do not know anything' of the kind. I know they did run during 
the summer of 1864. It is mqre than I can S'lY, if tlHO] run all the time. I 
have seen lumber there. I have seen large qu,tntities of lumber at the different 
mills; for instance, at Drew's mill, a very large stmlm-miIl, I have constantly 
seen the railroad on each side of it lined wit II lumber. I do not know who that 
lumber belonged to; at the mill five or six miles below Andersonville, 1 have 
seen a great deal of lumber, in the summer of 1864. I do not know that the 
confederate government pressed that lumber. 

Q. You do not know that they did not do it 1 
A. "VeIl, sometimes it .is easy for a man to know a negative, but ill this case
 

I do not know it.
 

EFFORTS OF LADIES TO RE;\TDER ASSISTANCE TO THE PRISO.\)ERS. 

I was not concerned with thosE' ladies at Americus in getting' up contributions
 
for the prisoners.
 

Q. All you know about it is from hearslly 1 
A. Well, I will reC'all that answer. My wife was personally concerned in get

ting· up t~e thing. I contributed towards it. It was- in Febnmry, 1865. I 
believe I heard of elI Jrts being made in 1864. I know Ilothing about it myself. 
It was in September, 1864, tIllt I had the conversation with General Winder, 
at which Captain "Virz was present. It, was during 1864 that I went to An
dersonville so often. I stated in my direct examination ttlat I was not there as 
often in ] 865, and that I thought I WIlS not there at all in April, 1865. 

MEDICAL TESTIMONY. 

SEPTEMBER 21, 1865. 
Dr. B. J. HEAD, for the prosecuti.on : 
I was on duty at Andersonville as a surgeon in ] 864. I do not remember 

the precise' date. I think it was between the 6th and 10th of July that I went
 
there, and I left there between the 15th and 20th July.
 

Q. Who ordered you there? 
A. Well, I shall have to tell yOll a little history to let you know how I got
 

there. \~'hen there was a call for the militia of Georgia it embraced me. I
 
didn't WHl1t to go into the ditches nor go into the field add bear arms. I did
 
not feel myself able to do it. I was informed by a friend of mine who was at
 
Andersonville that if I would go up there I conld contract with Dr. 'Yhite and
 

.get a situation that would save me from field service. I did so, thinking that 
Dr. White hlld authority from Govel'llor Brown, bnt I learnerl after gett.ing t.here 
that he did not have that authority, altholJO'h I contracted with him. An ofl]cpr, 
a colonel by the name of Price, came up at7d got an order from General Winder 
for the arrest of myself and a good m'llly other physicians. "Ve then employed·;j 
a man by the name of the nev. Ml'. Honeydew to go and represent to Governor ., 
Brown that there were not physicians enough at Andersonville to attend to the@ 
sick; that our services were needed there, and we prefel'l'ed staying there tot 

p 
going in the fileld. He went to see Goverllor Brown, and on making thosedre - .•••.•'I;,·.·.•..•....;.~,·resentations, t 1e governor spnt an 01 del' to us all to report to Dr. "Vhit.e an re
main there, which we did. The governor was informed that they were needing
 
more p-hysicians at Andersonville; that was all the information he had on the 
subject so far as I know. 
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TREATMENT OF THE SICK. 

I was assigned to dnty when I first went there, but was sick ani! did not at 
tend to it. I remained sick for several days. As soon as I recovered sufficiently 
I went and reported again to Dr. White for duty. He assigned me a division 
of the hospital, and I attended to that while I remained there. I found that 
the sufferings of the men there were very great, resulting from the diseases they 
were suffering under and fi'om tllf\ want of the propel' kind of dieting. remedie8, 
&c. I think I could have done more, indeed I know T could, with proper diet
ing than I could with the medicines that we had. vVhen first I went there, I 
think for two days, not more, I examined each individual case, m,u1e my own 
diagn08is, and wrote out my ~wn prescriptions accordingly. I found ~ hat the 
medicines had not been supphed; I asked the reason why, and they sald to me 
"I was not to practice in that way; that I had to practice accordillg tl) the num
bers and formulas that they had." I said, " I know, nothing of these formulas 
arid numbers and care nothing for them, and I am not going to pmctice in any 
such way." Then I went my rounds and diagnosed the cases again and made 
out a prescription for each ca8e. It was very laborious; I had a good many 
under my charg·e. I sent up the prescriptions and they were again refused, and 
my clerk, who was what we down south call" a Yankee," told me that it was 

. useless for me to make out prescriptions. 
Q. Explain what these formulas and numbers meant. 
A. They commenced with line and, perhaps, ran up to thirty od,1. "No. I" 

was good, perhaps, for diarrhcea; "No.2" for dysentery; "N'o. 3" for 
scorbutus; ,. No.4" for something else, and so on. It was taking the 

,discretion	 en til'ely away from the prescribing physician himself.. I was in 
formed after I left th" t that system was abandJned. I objected to it be
cause I could not prescribe properly for my patients. I looked upon it 
as utter ql1aekery. Anybody, whether he had ever read medicinc or not, could 
practice medicine according to the formulas. if he cuuld only diagnose t he cases 
and find out what was the matter with the patients, but it was often doubtful if 
the prescription wonld suit a case in its pre"ent condition. The doctors, how
ever, had to take that or nothing. Part of the time there was not even that, and 
they had nothing in the world to give tllPir patients but a little red oak bark as 
an astringent and other barks that we could get out of the woods. Frl'qllently 
m'\n would die for want of a stimnlant. 1 could not get it; I would make 
requisition for it and sometillles I would get some lind sometimes I would not. 

EFFORTS OF LADIES '1'0 RENUER ASSISTAl\"CE TO THf<; PRISONERS. 

The suffering in Andersonvi11e was pretty generally known in my part of the 
State. It might have been disc-uosed in the newspapers. I do not reccillect; 
After I left the prison I was tdling my wife abont t.ht·ir snff'eri"gs and what 
they needed, and she went out ill the t.own where I am living and got up some 
contribut.ions quite smart, she and some oth~r ladies, and sent them up in charge 
of aile of my lwgro men, alll[ he went and distributed t.hem. I wrote a line 
myself to Dr. Eiland, who had charge of the division, to see the sick of my ward 
when I had left" got their proportion of them, and t.o administer the balance to 
those who needed it most ill the hospital. I ought, perhaps, to have stated a 
circllmstance that took place while my wife was getting up the contribution. 
The Rev Mr. Davies, a Methodist minister, presiding elder, lived in my house, 
and he observed t,o us, "You had better ,vait and let me go and see General 
Winder or we might get into trouble." I told him" I wished he would." He 
did so: He associated himself with another minister by the name of Robinson. 
'1'hey went up and saw General Winder, as they informed me, and told him what 
they wished and what the ladies of Americus wished to do. '1'11e general ex
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pressed himself, so they told me, as being giad that this thing was being gotten 
up by the ladies, and said, " It afforded him pleasure, and that they were ";elcome 
to send any contributions of that kind." '''IT ell, then, I thought the way was 
clear. I have told how the first donation was sent in. Then another contribu: 
tion was raised and we sent it up and it was distributed. The second time they 
sent up more than they did the first time. After those donations were seiltwe 
received the two letters I hold in my hand. The third time my wife rode over 
in. the country as well as about town, and they got up a large quantity of pro
visions, clothing, and one thing and another that was appropriate, and it topk II 
good many servants to carry them up. Several of the ladies concluded that 
they would go up themselves on that occasion, and my wife among them. '1'hey 
insisted that I should go along with them and I told them that I would do so. 
We went up, and when we arrived at Andersonville the doctors had sent a wagon 
over to meet us. I told the negroes to put the things in the wagon as quirkas 
they could and carry them over to the hospital and distribute them aucl get back 
against the down train came along, so that we m;ght all get home that night. 
As soon as they started to load the wagon this Lieutenant Reed, whom I have 
heard spoken of here, ripped out a very profane oath, and asked where the pro
visions were going, as though he were very mad, and I observed that they were 
going over to t.he Yallkee hospital, and he swore that they should not go there. 
'1'here were several other confederate officers present, colonels, aud majors, and 
captains, and some 0 7 them 'got cursing about it and one man in particular told 
me that I ought to be hung; others said I ought to be shot, and I don't know 
but what W. S. Winder or R. B. Winder m'ly have been present. I could not 
say if they were. I never was intimately acq uainted with them, and I do not 
recollect. Well, I thought I wonld get it into the hospitals independent of the 
officers, having had the permission of General \Vinder, and I said but little more, 
merely remarking to one of the gentlemen that I would see him another day and 
that we would settle our difficulty. I went over to General Winder's headquar
ters myself, leaving the ladies at the depot, and told him the circumstances; 
that we were there in accordance with the permission given by himself, and that 
I wanted to get an order from him to carry the provisions over to the hospital. 
I saw he was very much excited; he got up from his chair ani turned round, 
l1~ing very prufalle language. He said, " He did not know why in the name of 
llell ann damnation everybody was tUl'l1ing Yankee sympathizers, o}' that there 
were so many sympathizers with the dariltled Yankees,'" and then he ripped out· 
an oath and said, "Are you all scared by the Yankees?" I said to him, "Gen
eral, I do not suppose that the donors of these things are scared; this is a 
mission of mercy and charity, and I do not suppose they ought to feel alarmed 
in any- way." Thrlt seemed to irritate him worse, and he expressed a wish, ac
cording to the best. of my reclJllection, something like this, " That every da~n 
Yankee sympathizer and that every damned Yankee upon tile continent was III 

hel!." He wound up by saying, " You cannot carry those things in; they shall 
not go; they shall not have them." About this time this little fellow Reed 
came round and said, " Oh! general, will yon give me an order to have these 
provisions confiscated 7" And the general said. " I do not know if I pave authority; . 
I cannot do it." I got away as quick as I could.. I thought it was an unhealthy 
place for me. I went back to the depot and saw the ladies and told them to 
say no more about it; that I thought it very doubt.ful if I would be permitted 
to leave the place alive as it was, and that if they said anything Illore they no 
doubt would be arrested, and that we had better get away as soon as possible. 
In a few minutes there came along a train with some of our soldiers in it who 
had been out some time, and were hungry, and the ladies gave them the pro
visions. As soon as the passenger tntiu came along we got 011 board and went 
horne. That is the whole story. 
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Cross· examined by COUNSEL: 
'1'hose letters (handing the two letters referred to in tIle direct examination) 

will show the date this occurred I got no letter after I went there the third 
time; we g\lt away from there the third time as speedily as possible,. I did not 
go there until the last time. It was in August and September that the things 
went, the first and second time. It was not more than a. week after that, when 
they went the third time; as soon as they could get np the provisions and clothing. 
I did not learn of anything that had changed General 'Winder's mind in regard 
to that. I had no information on that point; nothing at all until I walked into 
his quarters. I never knew positively what changed his mind. I suppose he 
WHS wrought upon by outsiders and was influenceo by outside preS8ure. I did 
not llee Captain Wirz the day I went there to the best of my recl)lIectiol,l.. I I. 
was my wife who first started the idea of sending' down contributions there. 
She did not have to work very long before she got the first load off. The third 
time I have spoken of she went about the country. She took a good deal of 
pains; it took a few days to get the things togethp.r ; but wherever she went ,md 
made application, they sent in provisions. There was some trouble in getting 
the supplies. I do not know how many wagon-loads there were. I did not 
go to the depot the two first times with the provisions, nor did I gl) with the 
provisions the third time, but I saw the supplics as they were put on board and 
takeil out again. The third contribution was much larger than the oihers. 

. There was a good deal taken down the third time. I guess there was a wagon
load of provisions. When we s.peak of a wagon-load we generally mean a foul' 
or six horse team. I don't know whether it would have been as much as six 
horses could have pulled or not; I don't know what a six-horse team could 
pull. I don't know what it would have weighed in bulk; it was in baskets 
and one thing or another. I guess it wonld have filled an ordinary wagon. I 
don't know what it all was; I did not examine it; therewere tomat.ocs, biscuits, 
sweet cake-I don't think there was any flour. There was some coffee and 
sugar and alittle of everything that could be had in that part of the country. 
There m;ght have been such a lady as a Miss Ransom who sen t in some dona
tion; I did not know one-half of them. I could not say whether she was or 
wasnot one of them" '1'he paper which I h:l.Ve produced was received by my' 
wife through the hands of her servant, a negro man; it came fro II I Andersonville. 
The other paper came also from Anderso!lville. I saw Dr. Stevemon while I 

• WHS	 at Andersonville. He was not in command when I was there; Dr. vVhite 
was in command. '1'he change was made about the time 1 left or immediately 
afterwards. I have not seen Dr. Stevenson's writing enough t.o identify it. I 
premme that one of those papers is in his hand writing; the ather I presume 
came from the soldiers. It came to me through the hands of the same servant 
that carried up the provisions. 

TREATMENT OF THE SICK • 

. Almost everything tllat I wanted in the way of medicine was not there' 
They told me they were not there, at the post. I made out prescriptions, and 
they did not fill them; they said they had not the articles, and I had to give 
these nnmbers that I spoke of. I had a good many indigenous medicines. I 
believe they were the principal medicines which I had; those were hadly pre
'pared. I had no means at my comilland to prepare them. 1 don't know whether 
'those indigenous preparations could have been made much better than they were. 
h was a very quackish way of preparing physic. I should say they would be 
of little service the way they had to be administered. I should hate to have to 
be treated so myself. Sometimes they would get in some better rnedicines,but 
they would soon be gone; so. I was informed. I could not get what I m&de 
requisitions for; they would not let me have it, and I had to practice by pre_ 
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scribing according to the numbers. I did not know any other physicians who 
got what I failed to get. I know all the others; I presume they fared in the 
same way I did. I learned that after I left, they ~ot to filling their prescriptions. 
I presume that they then had got medicines. While I wa~ there I don't pre
sume that I fared any worse thar, my associates. If others had any better 
chance to practice than I lUld I never found it out. 

By the COURT: 
'rhey kept physic there in several little houses; I believe I was in one or 

. two of them; they were sometimes little tents and sometimes little cabins. I 
could not give a correct opinion as to the quantity of medicine there. I under
stood that it was very scarce. I do not know as to that of my own knowl
edge. 

By COUNSEL: 
I went to Andersonville some time between the 6th and 10th, and I left therE; 

between the 15th and 20th of August. 'I1.he reason of my leaving was that the 
inferior conrt of my county petitioned Governor Browu that I should be sent 
home to practice medicine, represeuting' that our own people were suffering for 
want of medical attention. He sent an order to me to return home and practice 
physic. I did so, and remained there until I was ordered up here. 

By the JUDGE ADvocAnl: 
I don't remember any particular incident which happened at the gate. of the 

hospital when the sick men were brought out and left there. I saw men at the 
gate of the hospital who were broug'ht there for treatment. 'rhey were in a 
very deplorable coudition; they were greatly reduced; suffering a great deal; 
they were reduced, some of them as much as men could be to be alive. They 
were in an awful condition; they were sometimes left there. Sometimes men 
were b{:ought to the hospi~al when it was so crowded that tbere was no place to 
put them-no honse, no tent. nothing. All the sick were nnder tents; and some
times these men IV ho were brought had to lie about in the streets and at the 
gate until enough would die in the tents to give them a place: when one would 
die another would be put in. Dnring that time some of t~em would die at the 

, gate. 

ACTO, OF CRUELTY COMMITTED BY DUNCAN. 

SEPTEMBER 21, 1865. 
CHARLI>8. H. RUSSELL, recalled for the prosecntion : 
I saw acts of cruelty committed at Andersonville by a man named Duncan j 

I believe his name was James Duncan. I understood that he was a rebel quar
termaster. He used to come in with the wagon bringing in the bread. Be is 
sued it out to the sergeants of detachments. I never heard his authority for 
acting as such, but I heard--

Mr. BAKER objected to witness stating what he heard.
 
I saw Duncan in this court-room; I see him now.
 
(Witness pointed out the man to whom he referred.)
 
About the 10th day of June, 1864, he came in with some bread, and I with
 

six other men of my detachment was detailed to go down and help him to bring 
up the bread. A fellow belonging to my 100-1 don't know his mme; he be
longed to a 'I'ennessee regiment-came down with me, and while we were get
ting the bread; or rather while we were standit}g by, for our turn had llot come, 
a piece of crust.broke off and this man stooped down to pick it np; as soon .a~· 
he did so Duncan jumped out of the wagon and struck him, and kicked hl~ 
twice or. three times severely. The man died three or four days afterwards III 

a tent in the stockade. Before that occurred be wasjnst as healthy as I was, 
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d I thought his chance of getting out was fully as good; he had as good a 
" ::nt as mine was. Another instance was three or fOllr days afterwards, abont 

the 15th of J une. lV~y tent wa~ ~lose to the gat~ wh.ere the wagon .stopped and 
N"her"e the bread was Issned. '1. IllS Duncan was Issumg bread agam. A poor 

fellow, about halfwitted, who staid on the n?rth side of the stockade, came 
over there. He went to get some bread. I dId not see the commencement of 
the affair, and could nottel! whether he wanted to steal some or not; at all eventfl 
I saW DUlIcau jump out of the wagon and kick him and knock him down. '1.'he 
roan jnmped np :tlld Duncan knocked him down again, then picked him up and 
threatened to throw Ilim inside the dead-line and let the guard shoot him. The 
roan went away and that was the last I saw of him. '1'he first occurrence which 
I have narrated occurred about the 10th of June. I do not know the mali's 
name whom I saw Duncan kick j he belonged to a Tennessee regiment. I do 
not know the name of the second man. I saw him about the camp, bllt I never 
knew his name; he WitS a half-witted fellow. That is all I know about acts of 
cruelty comlllitt,ed by Duncan. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 

The second occurrence which I have related took place a few days after the 
first oCCll1'rence-perhaps the 15th of .Tune. I know what the :first man was 
doing; he was detailed to bring up the bread to our detachment. He was wait
ing for it while they were issuing it to another detachment. A little piece of 
bread dropped down and he stooped to pick it up out of the sand because he 
was hungry. I was not close enough to the second man to see what he was 
doing. 1 think, though, that he was trying to get some bread. I saw Duncan 
strike him and kick him. When he got up he knocked him down again, the,n 
picked him np and threatened to throw him inside the dead-line. Both these 
men whom Duncan attacked were small men. It was the cnstom of Wirz's 
bullies to pitch upon small men 01' boys. I never knew them to pitch npon large 
men. They never pitched upon me. I always gave them a wide berth. I saw 

. Duncan come in with the wagon every day, at least every day through .Tnne, I 
think, and July. I wa~ in the stockade from May 27 till September 7, 1864. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED BY DUNCAN. 

SEPTEMBER 21, 1865. 
W. W. CRANDALL, recalled for the prosecution: 
I knew a man at Alld'ersonville narlled Duncan. That (pointing him out in 

court) is the man. He had charge of the cook-honse there Dminl!; the first 
time I was there he llsed to corne into the stuckade with rations. During the 
latter part of the time they said he was acting as detective. In the first days 
of October, 1864, I wa" in the ball-and-chain-gang. I saw him and another man 
named Barr bring a man to put in the stocks. His name was James Armstrong. 
lIe belonged to an Ohio regimeat; the number of the regiment I cannot tell. 
They put him in what they called the" spread-eagle stocks," and after put
ting him in they took from him his money and a picture. I heard Armstrong 
p.lead with Duncan for the picture, saying either that it was the picture of his 
sIster or of his mother. He did not get it. He was left there three or four 
~ollrs, when Duncan came back alone and took him out, saying that he was go
lllg,to send him away on the cars. I heard Armstrong at that time ask Dun
ca,?-if he could not give him back that picture. The answer was, "You may 
~ollsider yom'self damned fortunate to get away at all, aud that you are not put 
)ntq~.ball-and-chain-gangwith those other boys." I did not notice anything 
th~the took except the money and picture. I do not know how much money. 
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'1'he man told me the amonnt while he was still in the stocks. I think he stated 
the sum was about eight or nine dollars in greenbacks. I do not know of any 
other special aets of cruelty by Duncan. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 

I heard Duncan I'efuse to give the money bilck to Armstrong. I do not know 
but that he may have given it afterwards. 'l'hat iti all I ever SD,W in reg'lrd to 
him. 

SEPTEMBER 21, 1865. 
SAMUEL 1\'1. RIKER, f.Jl' the prosecution: 
I have been in the milit>uy service of the United States, in the eighth NE)W 

,Tersey volunteers. I was taken prisoner the 22d of June, 1864. r was taken 
first to Richmond and from there to Andersonville, where I arrived on the 10th 
of July. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PlllSONERS. 

I saw the prisoner the day I arrived there. I went there with some six- hun
dred Union prisoners, and was taken immediately to Captain IYirz's headquar
ters. IVe were compelled to stand there under the burning suu, without shade, 
and without water, between three and four hours. The men were formed in 
four ranks and were ordered to remain so. 'rhey wouldle:1ve the ranks in or
der to get water, if possible, from boys passing with canteens for soldiers. They 
were cautioned frequently not to do it. One man who stepped out was struck 
on the head with the butt of a gnn by one of Oaptain vVirz's sergeclnts, whose 
name I do not know. The man was insensible for some time. 1\lany of the 
men standing there fainted away from exposure and the heat of the sun. It 
would probably be called sun-stroke. They were carried and laicl under trees, 
and were not taken into the stockade with us. Soon after we were all turned 
into the stockade. Next day raw rations were issued to us. \Ve had no wood 
to cook them, and of course were hungry for a long time before we got enough 
used to the ways of the stockade to obtain wood and materials for cooking. I 
saw men searched at Oaptain vVirz's headquarters. The men I went there with 
had all passed through Richmond and beell thoroughly rifled before they got into 
Oaptain Wirz's hands. He ordered a search, alld all g()Vernm~'l'.t eq uipage, such 
as blankets, knapsacks, and haversacks were taken away; also money except
illg a certain amount; for instance anything over $100 in money would be taken. 
I did not see any other valuables taken away. In Richmond they took away 
everything in the shape of money-State money, greenbacks or coin. 

SHOOTI;'>iG OF PllISO;'>iERS BY THE GUAllDS. 

I know of tW0 case's of shooting in the stockade. The men were nQt 
acquaintances of mine, not men that I knew. 1 kept a diary while there, but 
being obliged to keep it in lead-pencil it is so blurred alld rnbbed ont that I cannot 
read it, and cannot give the names. The men were sllOt in July, near the place 
where they used to get water to drink from the stream. 'rhe persons shooting 
them were younger men, who were on guard The first man I saw shot was 
shot in the breast. I saw him after he was cal'l'iecl away. He died a few min
utes afterwards. He was shot by a mere boy, probably not more than fourteen 
years old. 'rhat was abont the miUdle of Jnly, soon after I was taken into ~he 
stockade, which was on the 10th of July. It was on the 11th that the six raid· 
ers were hung. I saw the next man shot in the latter part of July. It was 
at the same pLtce as the other, or very near it, where he was getting water. 
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THE RATJO;'I1S. 

I was on duty outside the stockade. On the 25th of August I was paroled 
by Lieutenant Davis, who hail temporary command of the prison, being an ac· 
quaintance of his. Oaptain W'irz resumed command in about three days, when 
he sent me to the bakery. Duncan had charge of the rat.ions and supervised 
the whole matter himself. Afterwards I was sent to the hospital. While I had 
duties connected with issuing rations I had an opportunity of knowing whether 
the supplies were short or plenty. I was often at the depot and at the commis
sary store and could se~ what was there. I never knew the commissary store 
to be empty. There was always plenty of meal and peas and pork. There 
was never any scarcity to.my knowledge. I know of rations being exchanged. 
Once, in February, I t.hink, Oaptain Wirz :aid down a lot of pork of his own. 
It spoiled in the curing, and he sent it to the commissary, and received in re
turn an equal amount of good beef, which was th<:J prisoners' l·ations. I ate 
some of it myself, and it made me sick, it was so much tainted. 

DUNCAN STEALS THE PRISO;'l1ERS RATIONS. 

Duncan's full name was, I think, James W. Duncan. He was on duty there 
in more than one capacity, I suppose. He had first charge of the bakery and 
cook·house. He had charge of issuing rations there and cooking them, and is
suing them to the prisoners. He was also a government detective at the post of 
Andersonville, under the direct control of Captain Wirz. Duncan and Bowens 
and Humes, who were all connected with that duty, lived a short distance from 
the cook·house, and the rations used by them were taken from the prisoners' 
rations to a great extent. I know that meat was trtken to their house in large 
quantities, and I have heard that there were quantities of it found in the cel
lar after they left the place. I saw the meat taken there myself. Fresh beef 
was not always issued, and he could have bettpr quality for his own use by pre· 

. serving it. I never knew him to take anything but rations. I have known a 
number of instances where he has beeu bribed to let men go away from the 
prison in squads, leaving on parole for the north, for a certain remuneration, 
taking watches and money, and such like valuables. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
I saw ~his; I saw the money handed to him, and saw watches given to him. 

It was stated what it was given for. It was given in September, 1864, when 
the first boys were about leaving there. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED 'BY WIRZ. 

I never saw Oaptain Wirz commit any acts of cruelty to the prisoners. I 
never came in direct contact with Oaptain Wirz until some time in November, 
1864, about the 1fith, when I was detailed to report to his headquarters. I 
stayed there from then till I left the prison, which was on the 23d of March, 
1865. I was a clerk at his headquarters; I kept the squad books of the stock· 
ade, principally. . 

SEPTEMBER 21, 1861:i. 
CHARLES E. SMITH, for the prosecution: 
lam in the service of the United States. I belong to company K, 4th 

United States cavalry. I went to Andersonville on the 2d of May, 1864, and 
,remained till the l~th of Septemb~r. 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--24 
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PRISONERS SHOT BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I saw four men shot in the stockade. I saw three shot togesher, the one ball 
taking effect on the three uf them. One of them was killed instantly, another 
died in about an hour, and 'the third died in about two days afterwards. I think 
that was about the 10th of June. I do not know the men's names. '['hey were 
shot at the creek by the sentinel on post. Only one sentinel fired. I saw a 
man shot on the north side of the stockade. lie was reaching under the deadc 

line to pick up a piece of bread which some other man had thrown out of his 
haversack. The sentinel shot him from his post. I think this was about the 
10th of May.. I got there a very few days before. The man died instantly. I 
think the man was in his right mind, except from starvation and hunger. Cap
tain Wirz was present at the first shooting. '['he man was stooping" at the dead
line for water, when Captain Wirz told the seJltry to fire at him. '['he sentinel 
hesitated and would not do it. Captain Wirz drew his own revolver and said 
to the sentinel that if he din not shoot them damned Yankee be would shoot 
him. It was after that remark, by Captain Wirz, that the sentinel fired and 
hit theRe three men. 

VACCINATION. 

I heard Captain 'Virz order men to be vaccinated. He came in one day with 
the doctor. They had been vaccinating three or four days. He came to our 
detachment that morning and gave the sergeallt orders that every man should 
be there and vaccinated. They went in to vaccinate, and they vacciiJated most 
of the ninety. I was vaccinated myself, and I went to the brook and wasbed 
it, and sucked the blood out of my arm and stopped it. Other men who 
were vaccinated at the same time came near .losing their arms, and I do not· 
know but that they did lose them after I left. '['here came big sores in the 
arms where the matter was put in, and the flesh rotted away, and there came 
big. sores nnder the arms. I cannot say that I saw any cases where the sores 
did not spread in that manner. I saw mostly all of them with very large sores, 
bigg.er than a silver half-dollar. I never saw them get well while I was there, 
except they dB the same thing that I did to get it out of their blood. Captain 
Wlrz said that any man who would refuse to obey his orders would have a ball 
and chain pnt on. That order was carrietl onto There was one man named 
Shields, belonging to the 2d Iowa infantry, who refused to be vaccinated. 
They took him out lind put a ball and chain on him until he consented to have 
the matter put ou his arm. I saw him after he was vaccinated. lie went and 
wasHed it out, and it got well shortly afterwards. 

WIRZ'S ABILITV TO US~; BOTH HIS ARMS. 

I know very well that the prisoner could use both hands. I and some of my 
comrades were digging a tunnel, when he and some more of the rebels found it out, 
and came in with prodding irons to find out where it was. They confiscated our 
blankets and what little meal we had, and took all away from us. I knolV he . 
could use his right arm very well then. 

SUFFERINGS FROM HUNGEH. 

Onr rations were stopped 1here for the 3d, 4th, and 5th of July; we got no 
rations at all. I have seen men, in a starving condition, on tbe bank of the 
swamp picking up beans which had passed through men, and go wash and eat 
them. 

PRISO~ERS SHOT BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 
Cross-examined by COUNSEL:" 

I saw four prisoners shot at Andersonvilh'. I saw the first man shot about-J 
the 10th of May. I d'id !lot see Captain Wirz at the time. The second occa
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'on was I think, about the 10th of June. Captain Wirz was present. There 
81 ere thr~e shot at the same time. That wall not on the dead-line; none of the 
;~ur were outside of the dead-line. 

SEPTEMBER 21, 1865. 
BENJAMIN B. DYKES, for the prosecution: 

I-have been employed as railroad agent at Andersonville from January, 1864, 
until the 24th day of January, 1865. I am yet agent, but have not been acting 
since that time. 

THE RATIONS. 

There was a great deal of provisions shipP('d to Anderson ville for the nse of that 
post. There were provisions on had at all times. 1 think that as often as twice 
they were right scarce. ,That was at the commencrment. When the first batch 
of prisoners came I loaned the quartel'master some meat and meal in consequence 
arnot having any shipped. Some time !luring the year, in consequence of a 
collision on the railroad, there was a scarcity, I thillk, for a day; that is, the 
commissary complained that if they did not come they should be without any. 
'l'he freight trains ran generally very regularly, from one to six trains a day, 
except in cases of accident, which was a rare thing. 

THE DOGS. 

I knew a man there whose name was Benjamin Harris. I knew he had what 
we called negro honnds to cacch runaway negroes. After the prison was located 
there they had him there several times to catch escaped prisoners. He never 
left an account with me to be collected for services rendered there. He told me 
heleft the account with R. B. Winder, for me to get the money from Winder 
when Winder got it. I applied to R. B. Winder for the money, and he said he 

.had not received the money, and therefore could not pay it. 

DUNCAN STEALS THE PISONERS' RATIONS. 

I know one Duncan who l!sed to be there. (Witness identifies Duncan in 
court.) He was called cook in the cook· house-in the employ of the rebel 
govemment. I do not know of his ever making sales of provisions that were, 
in his custody. He was taken away from Andersonville, and was, I was after
wards told, under arrest. 1 did not know it at the time. He said to me that he 
had· to go on, and that he had seven barrels of sirup he wanted to sell; and said 
he, " lowe Whetlow $500, and yon can take the sirup and sell it and pay 
yourselws out of it, and pay the balance to Browers" Said I, "Where is the 
sirup 1" Said he, "Mr. Browers will fetch it." . I said, " Very well, I will do the 
best I can." The sirup did come to the freight-house. I do not' know where it 
came from. Duncan had a family there. He lived at the post, between the 
freight-house and stockade. I do not know where he got the rations for his 
family. I only know he bought some from citizens who brought them there. 

THE SUPPLY OF VEGBTABLES NBAR ANDERSONVILLE. 

Q. What do you know about the abundance of vegetables in that part of the 
country; whether they were brought in constantly to sell 1 

A. l'hey were not brought in constantly. They were brought in generally 
more or less every day through the summer months of ] 864, and in the fall 
months. There were a good many vegetables raised there in 1864. 
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Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 

I cannot state precisely the number of sacks of vegetables that I saw brought 
in at one time in 1864, but I think 1 saw forty or fifty sacks; the most I ever 
saw come in one car. 'I'hey consisted of what we call collards, potatoes, toma
toes, and all kinds of vegetables. 'I'hey came from Amel"icus, Smithville, 
Dawson, Cuthbert, Albany, Moulton and Adam's Station. They were vegeta
bles belonging to the confederate government. There did not come many from 
the upper end of the road towards Macon. Sometimes there would come some 
from Montgomery, Marshvil1e, and WiDchest(~r. Some days none would come, 
and other days there would corne so much that the wagon-masler who carried 
them from the freight-house to the prison would say" Some of these will spoil." 
Some portion of those vegetables were for the people outside. What came for 
the confederate government was markt~d .. C. S." There was no distinctive 
mark between what was sent for the prisoners and what was sent for the con
federate troops; there was no difference at all, provided they were sent by the 
government agents. I do not know that both were fed indiscriminately out of 
the same commissary stores. What was shipped by the governmelit agents 
was marked" C. S." As to making any distinction between what came for 
federal prisoners and what carne for the guard, I could not do it. All that were 
marked" C. S." I knew was private. A number of the physicians there, Dr. 
White, for in"tance, had goods shipped there for themselves. 'I'he goods that· 
came there for the confederate soldiers and for the federal prisoners were all 
marked the same; there was no distinction. When they were brought there, I, 
as railroad agent, had to l'eceive them.. They were generally laid out on the 
platform. Sometimes they lay 1.11 ere ten minutes and sometimes nearly an 
hour before the wagon came and took tllem away. After they were takpn away 
I knew nothing nlore about them. They were taken away in government wag
ons; whether specially for prisoners or for confederate troops, I could not say, 
only that there was one certain man who al ways came with one certain wagon. 
I believe his name was Cuddington, or some such name. Whenever his wagon 
came, it was for the hospital; at least so he said. There was very little com
plaint, as a general thing, about the difficulty of getting commissary stores. 
brought there. Sometimes there would be a little scarcity in consequence of a 
breakdown, a collision, or something of that Bart. The house I lived in at An
dersonville was about two hundred and fifty yards from the freight-house. I. 
lived there from 1st January, 1861, to 24th January, 18G5. I now live six 
and one-half miles from the place. lawn the place. I own about a fourth of 
the ground where the prison was located. The other three·fourths were owned 
by W. W. Turner, now rIead. Captain Wirz boarded with me about two 
inonths when he first came there. 

SEPTEMB~;R 21, 1865. 
AMBROSE HENMAN, for the prosecution: 
I am a private in company L, 4th United States cavalry. I was a prisoner at 

Andersonville from the 23d of April, 1864, till tbe last of July, 1864. I saW 
the prisoner there. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY 'rHE GUARDS. 

I saw one man shot after I was there nine or ten days. It was about the 6th 
or 7th of May, I think, at the northwest corner of the stockade. 'I'he man put 
his 11and under the dead-line to get a crumb of bread, when he was shot by the 
guard. I do not know the man's name or regiment. I think he was an idiot, . 
a crazy man. 
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A l'RISO:\'ER SHOT BY WIRZ'SORDER. 

I saW a man shot at the south ~flte, about the last of May, 1864. The man 
had several names......." Pretty Poll,r," "Fortune Teller," and" Chickamauga." 
Captain Wirz "'as present at the tIme he was shot.• Pretty Polly, as I called 
him went up to the gate. Wirz was at the wicket gate, having the gate open. 
Preity Polly asked him to let him out. Captain Wirz drew his revolver and 
told him that he could not get out. Pretty Polly seemed to be afraid of the 
raiders inside, as they called them. Wirz drove him back from the dead-line and 
closed the gate and walked out. Chickamauga walked inside the dead-line and 
Bat down, saying he would rather be shot by their men than be killed by our 
own men. Win/; ordered the sentinel to shoot him 'l'he sentinel hesitated, 
and before the sentinel tired, Wirz went up to the sentry box with his revolver 
drawn. But before he got there the sentI',}" fired at the man and shot him down, 
the ball striking him in the chin and pagsillg" through the breast. I heard noth
ing about furloughs. I spoke to Captain Wirz at the time, after the man was 
shot, and asked the privilege of taking him from the dead-line. He gave me 
permission, telling me to take him and go to hell with him. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 

I piekrd him up and carried him back about four rods from the dead-line. 
Re lay down there and died. The men crowded around there so much to see 
him, that Captain Wirz ordered the sentinel to fire again. I saw Captain Wirz 
up'in the sentry box. 1 did not see him before he went to the sentl~y box. I 
could not see over the stockade. I saw him at the gate before the man was 
shot. He drew his revolver and ordered him back. There was some Cl'owd. 
Captain Wirz went to the sentry box. He gave orders to the sentinel, before he 
went up, to shoot the Yankee son of a bitch. The sentinel was only a few feet 
from where the crowd stood. 

SEPTEMBER 21, 1865. 
THOMAS WALSH, for the prosecution: 
I have been in the military service of the United Sta.tes, in the seventy-fourth 

New York. I arrived at Andersonville on the 29th February, 1864, and left it 
aboll.t the 20th October. I know the prisoner; I did not see him the day I 
arrived there; I think he arrived there some time after I did, at the latter end 
of March. 

THE DEAD·LI:\E. 

'fhen I arrived at Andersonville the prison was not completed. There was 
a portion between the north and south gate on the cast side that was not quite 
finished. After it was finished there was a kind of boundary marked out with 
sticks put into the ground so as to denote it; afterwards there was some kind 
of slabs of wood pnt around, about two and a half feet high, snpported at inter
vals at about six, eight. or ten feet, with props. 1 do not know who directed 
it to be laid out. We got directions not to go inside that boundary mark, or 

. otherwise the partie~ doing so would be taken out, bncked and gag~ed; I do 
not know who gave that order; I have seen men takpu out myself by some of 
the sergeants of the rebel guard; they were bucked and gagged for stepping 
over that line. That was immediately after Captain Wirz came there. After
wards the dead-line was established; it was immediately after CaptainWirz 
ceame ther,; that the dead-line was established. The directions to the sergeants 
who usp-d to call the roll every morning were, that no person should euter the 
dead-line, as, if he got in there, he would be shot. 
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THE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

I think there were altogether about sixteen or seventeen trees in the stockade 
when I arrived there; a portion of them were old burned up pine trees; there, 
were six or seven odler trees on the south side which I believe were aft.erwards 
cut down and used, with the exception of one or two, in making a sink in the 
swamp for the accommodation of tIle men. But the other timber there, tl.is 
blackened pine wood, was cut down by ourselves and used for firewood. I 
think the timber was all cleared out of the stockade III less than a fortnight after 
1 got there. I think I was in the sixteenth hunch'ed when I arrived. Before 
Captain Wirz came there I used to get out to get some pine tops; when 1 went 
out they supposed I was going to sell some things, a watch or something; whpn 
I went out the first time I sold the buttons off my coat for soap. We 
would not be allowed to go out for wood unless we had the privilege; that priv
ilege was withdrawn. I was on the north side, and no man was allowed at any 
time to go out, even on the south side, unless he paid three dollars in federal 
'money to the guards. On paying that money we could go out and get wood. 
I know something about t.he enlargement of the stockade. Before the stockade 
was enlarged I happened to be over with a friend of mine, a young man named 
Kelly; be was a clerk in the hospital on the south side; I used to go over to 
him to get some broken victuals occasionally, little scraps of meat, a little pep
per, and some corn bread, because the food I received myself was entirely insuffi
cient to support nature. I did not hear the prisoner say anything about the 
enlargement of the stockade, but I heard one of the rebel sergeants say .that the 
stockade was about being enlarged on both ends, north and south; that is, if it were 
enlarged on the south side it would bring it down toward the large creek down I 

there. . 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

I kept a diary, while I was there, in a testament [Witness produces it.] I 
was.a prisoner in Richmond three months previously to going to Andersonville, 
and I kept a short diary in pencil; a great portion of it is obliterated, but it is 
readable; I have gl'lt all the dat.es down. 

Q: Refer to your memorandum of the 26th of March, 1864. 
A. It reads. "There were no rations served out to-day." This is my memoran

dum which I kept in this testament. On Mareh 27th it reads, "Rations were not 
served out until three o'clock; a number is sick, weak, and hungry; what a sad 
thing for us alL" There were no rations i"sued on the 1st of April. On the 2d 
of April they were issued about five o'clock in the afternoon; I think they con
sisted of meal and of what I considered mille flesh; about It pint of meal and 
about two or three ounces of mule flesh. I have a memoralldum for the 8th of 
April, that the" adjutant and Dutch captain were both placed under al'l'est." 
I do not see anything about rations under that date. 'rhe memorandum for 
the 19th of April is. <, 'liVe had no meal to-day, a little molasses and a few grains 
of rice." 'I'hen') were no rations issued on the 3d of J lily. On the 4th of J Illy 
we got rations, but had to throw half of it away, it was so full of maggot~. 

SHOOTI:.'JG OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I find, for the 27th of April, the memorandum: "There was a man shot in' 
the leg for infringing beyond the boundary." I do not know ~i'i name. I do 
not know whether he died or not. I have down in my memorandum, on .!IIon
day, the 2d of May, "Our friend, the cavalry fellow, shot." (To counsel for 
accused:) I entered everything in my testament; it was written down, then and 
there. on the spot. I recollect the facts. 

Mr. BAKI'R. Then I shall not object. .;j 

I do not know the man's name; but I knew him well, because he had been,1 

I 
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confined with me in the same building in Richmond, and we came on the same 
train to Andersonville. The man has been mentioned several days here. We 
used to call him the shaky man. He was a simpleton almost. Some boxes 
had arrived from Richmond that had been sent to the pridoners. Some of the 
men very incautiously threw Stlme of the mouldy pieces of bread iUdirle the 
dpad-Iine. It was almost in a line with the street where we had our shanty. 
This poor man, after the shot. had been fired, Isa w lying upon the ground, with 
his hand stretched out inside the dead-line and part of hi,; liead inside the dead
line. '1'he blood was oozing from hilli, He was then deacl. It may have been 
t\~O or three minntes before I got up to him. I did not see ·Captain Wirz pres
ent. On the 13th of J nly a man belonging to the 20th I ndhna, 3d army corps, 
was shot all the dead-line. I suppose he was shot by one of the sentries over· 
head. After the shot had been fired I ran alit; saw him recover his piece, and 
saw the smoke rise, I did 1I0t see the man myself, but I heard from his friend,; 
that he was dead. .A man was shot about the 6th of August. I understood 
that the man had arrived the same day; that he had gone down to the stocka!le 
to get some water j that he had put bis hand, with his tin cup or vessel, under 
the dead-] ine, and was shot. I heard the shot fired myself from the sentry 
box. I was on the north side, and had a perfect view down,; I could Fee the 
water flowing down tinged with his blood; the water was not more than three 
or four inches deep there. I do not know that man's name or regiment. I do 
not know whether Captain Wirz was present or not; I did not see him. I 
have often heard three or fOIl!' shots fired at night and during the day j bnt it 
was impossible for a person, unless he was close, to see when a man was shot. 
There were twenty-six' or twenty-seven thousand people there on the enlarge
m'ent of the stockade. about the first of July, and I believe there were thirty
five thousand there altogether at one time. One day there was a cOllversation 
outside, where I was on parole, about one of the prisoner,; attempting to get 
out, or getting into the dead-line, and the guard snapping his gun at him. '1'he 
reason the'guard gave for not shooting was, that he had snapped three 01' four 
caps and the piece had not gone off. Wirz said, I believe, that the man ought 
to he shot himself. I did not See the captain then, for he was outside, but I 
knew his voice. 

A PRISONER SHOT BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

Chickamauga was shot on Sunday, the ] 5th May, (Whit-Sunda.y.) The 
entry in my memorandum is: "The singular cripple shot dead at the stockade." 

, I knew Chickamauga. He was confined in the same building with me in Rich
mond, and came at the same time to Andersonville. 

THE ORDER TO FIRE THE ARTILLERY UPON THE PRISONERS. 

I have a memorandum for the IHth (If May, in reference to art.iIlery being 
fired over the stockaoe; it reads: "General order read that if any attempt be 

. made to break out of the stockade 01' the gate, the artillery to fire indi~crimi
nately on the stockade." The rebel sergeant of our squad read the order. 
'1'he or4er was signed by Captain Wirz; all the oriel's were signed by him, 

CANNON FIREll OVER THE SrOCKADE. 

On the 28th of May the entry is: "The captain is vigorously lookiug out 
fOf tunnels, and. has succeeded." I recollect a shot being fired over the stockade; 
it was a shell. I have got the date down here. I recollect it very well; I 
think it was shortly before I left. '1'he1:e were some prisoners coming in at the 
time, and whenever prisoners came in there was a crowd gathered about them. 
In fact, the place was so packed that I could hardly call it a crowd; but they 
got a little closer together. This shot wad fired from the battery that over
l(joked the entire stockade. 
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TREATMENT OF THE SICK. 

I believe the hospital was removed about the 30th of May. The patients 
were in a most deplorable state. They were lying on the bare ground in shel
ter tents, with a strip running along, and open at each end. The wind could 
pass t4rough it. The dead were put out in front of those tents, in view of the 
dying 'men themselves. I have known myself, in my own squad, that men were 
always in dread to go to the hospital, because they were sure to die, and I do 
not recollect one man that ever' went into the hospital who ever came out again, 
except one man; his name was Kelly; he belonged to my squad; he came out, 
but was sent back, and he died. 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

I never saw the prisoner strike or maltreat anyone.. I have heard him 
threaten to shoot men for falling out of the ranks. The time he came there 
when our rations were first stopped he ordered us all into line and said we were 
to reml'.in there until he had counted the entire stockade. I think there were 
about seven or eight thousand men there at the time. It was very warm, and, 
it was almost impossible, from the weaKness of the men, for them to stand until 
he had counted them all. Some of the squad-and I was one myself-went back 
10 their shauties, when Oaptain Wirz came rushing back with a revolver in his 
hand and said: "May God Almighty damn me forever' and ever if I don't 
shoot the first man who attempts to leave the ranks." On th.ese occasions there 
were two sentries in each sentry-box, and directions were gi,ven that we should 
not leave the ranks, until the second ;;entry went down. I have myself, even in 
defiance of those orders, gone into my shanty, not being able to stand the heat. 

Upon the meeting of the CI,urt on the 22d of September the judge advocate 
stated that he had received a note from Mr. Bakel', one of the counsel for the 
prisoner, stating that he (Mr. B.) was too sick to be in attendance to· day . In 
his absence Mr. Schade would conduct the defence; but in accordance with the 
req uest of the counsel, the witness Walsh would be retained to be cross-exam
ined by Mr. Baker. 

MEDICAL TESTIMONY. 

SEPTEMBER 22, 1865. 
Dr. G. S. HOPKINS, for the prosecution; 
I reside in 'rhomasville, Georgia, about one hundred or one hundred and ten 

miles from Andersonville. I have resided in the south during the rebellion.' I 
was at Andersonville during the summer of 1864. In July, 1864, an order was 
issued by the governor of the State lIf Georgia putting the physicians into the 
militia service. He claimed that they were liable to the militia service, though 
exempt by confederate law. I went to Macon then and had my choice either to 
go into the medical department or to go into the trenches. I did not feel able 
to shonlder the musket. I was assigned to duty at Andersonville, and ordered 
to report to Ohief Surgeon White on the 22d uf July, 1864. I remained there 
until Sept('mber 8, when I was ordered to report to the commanding officer at 
()flmp Lawton, the new prison at Millen. I graduated as a physician in March, 
1845. 

DR. HOPKINS'S REPORT OF THE CONDITION OF THE HO!"PITAL AND PRISON; THE 
CAU!"~~S OF D1SEMHl, AND THB CHANGES NECESSARY TO SECURE THE HEALTH 
010' THE PRISONERS. 

On or about the 28th of July. 1864, I was Rent for by General Winder to 
come to his bead quarters. 1 tbere received ordl'r;; to make a thorough inspec
tion of the federal prison and hospital at that place, and report, if 1 possibly 
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could, tbecauses of disease and mortality among tbe federal prisoners, and to 
make such su~gestions as I dflemed nece8sary to pl'event further sickne8s and 
mortality. Ohief Surgeon White and Acting Assistant Surgeon Watkins were 
~n the committee with me under this order. On the 29th of July we made a 
thorough inspection' of the prillon and hospital in obedience to that order. I 
have my rI"port here. . 

(A paper being exhibitpd to witness.) 
'This is the report made by Dr. Watkins and myself. I can explllin why the 

name of Ohief ~urgeon 'White is not attached to it. 'l'his is the substance of 
the report. I have not the original with me. ]f there is any difference at all 
between them it is only in a few words, which do not alter the meaning. 

The paper which was e:l[hibited to witness, of which the following is a copy, 
was offered in evidence, and is attached to this rQcord : 

ANDERSONVILI.E, GEORGIA, August 1, 1864. 
GENERAL: In obedience to your order of July 28 requiring us to mak~ a careful examina

tion of the federal prison and hospital a~ this place, and to ascertain and report to you the 
cause of disease and mortality among the p'risoners, and the means neeessary to prevent the 
same, this has been complied with, and we respectfully submit the following: 

CAUSE OF DISEASE AND MORTALITY. 

1. The large number of prisoners crowded together. 
2. The entire absence of all vegetables as diet. so necessary as a preventive of seurvy. 
3. The want of barracks to shelter the pr,isoners from sun and rain. . 
4. The inadequate supply of wood aud good water. 
5. Badly cgoked food. 
6. The filthy eondition of prisoners and prison g"nerally. 
7. The morbific emanations from the branch or ravine passing through the prison, the con

dition of which caunot be better explained than by naming it a morass of human excrement 
~nd. mud. . 

PREVENTIVE MEASURES. 
J. The removal immediately from the prison of not less than 15,000 prisoners. 
2 Detail on parole a sufficient number of prisoners to cultivate the neeessary supply of 

vegetables, and until this can be carried into practical operation, the appointment of agents 
along rhe differenr lines of milroad to purehase and forward a supply. ' 

3. The immediate"ereetion of barracks to shelter the prisoners. 
'4. To furnish the. necessary quantity of wood, and have wells dug to supply the deficiency 
of water. 

5. Divide the plisoners into squads, place each squad undor the charge of a sergeant, fur
nish the necessary quantity of SUflP, and hold these sergeants responsible for the personal 
cleanliness of his sqnad; furnisb the prisoners wi th clothing at the expense of the confede 
rale government" and if that government be unable to do so, candidly admit our inability and 
call upon the federal government to furnish·them. 

6. By a daily impection of bake-house and baking. , 
7. Cover over with sand from the hillsides the entire "morass" not less than six inches 

deep, board the stream or water-course and confine the men to the use of the sinks, and make 
the penalty for disobedience of such orders severe. 

FOR THE HOSPITAL. 
We recommend
1st. The tents be floored with planks; if plank cannot be had, with puncheons; and if this 

be impossible, then with fine straw, to be frequently changed. 
2d. We find an inadequ!ite supply of stool-boxes, and recommend that the number be in

creased, and that the nUrses be required to remove them as soon as used, and before return
ing them see that they are well washed and limed . 
. 3d. The diet for the sick is Dot such as they should have, and we recommend that they be 
snpplied with the necessary quautity of beef soup with vegetables. 

4th. We also recommend that the surgeons be required to visit the hospitals not less than 
·hvice a day. . 

We cauDot too strongly recommend the necessity for the appointment of an efficient medi
cal officer to the exclusive duty of inspecting daily the prison hospital and bakery, requiring 
of him daily reports of their condi.tion to headquarters. 
... 'we have the honor to remain, general, very respectfully, 

T. S. HOPKINS, 
Acting Assistant Surgwn. 

·~.:Brig!idier General JOHN H. WINDER.
 
',:Indorsement: Inspecti?n report of Andersonville prison, July, 1864.
 



378 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

The name of H. E. Watkins, acting assistant surgeon, is also :lUnched to this 
report. I submitted the report to Ohief Surgeon White. I waited two day~, 

SUI ,posing that he would hand in his report. As that did not make its nppearallce I 
called on him at his headquarters. He asked me "if I had writt.en out my 
rep9rt." I told him that I was waiting for him, but that I had writ.ten out. some 
snggestions. I read them. He approved them, saying I had writteu the truth. 
He told me to take my report to the Sumter hospital, have it copied. getting Dr. 
Watkins to sjgn it with Iile, and then send it to his headquartet's, aud he would 
send it to General Winder. I did so. Several days elapsed. I heard nothing 
of the report until the field officer, Colonel Harkey, of the fifty-fifth Georgia, who 
was messing with me, told a gentleman in my presence that two medical reports 
had been submitted to him and other officers for inspection to report upon them. 
I asked him if he haa mine. He said he had. 'I'hey were to decide, I think, 
which report was to be rcceived. The chief surgeon did not sign our report, but 
made another one. His report was rather different; he did not make altogether 
the same recommendations that I did. When I read hil" my report he approved 
it, aud told me that he would sign it if I had it copied and sent to him. I did 
have it copied, and sent it up immediately. I know that he did not sign it, be
cause I saw the report afterward, and I saw his report, which was different. I 
was assigned to the engineer department. The engineer officer in charge told 
me that he had from 1,000 to 1,200 negro men on the works. I was the surgeon 
assigned to that department. None of my cases died, except one man, who 
went away and died aft.er he got home.. 'l'hose men were under my charge from 
July 22, 1864, till, I think, the 8th of September, when I. .left, hliving been 
ordered to Millen. I went down with a portion of them. I had a conversation 
with Mrs. Winder, at which General Winder and Captain Wirz were present. 
She was speaking in relation to matters about the prison. I mentioned to her 
the condition which I heard it was in, particularly the braneh or ravine to which 
I referred in my report. 'l'he general overheard the conversation, tnrned round c 

and asked me what I was talking about. I told him. He Raid th·tt that place 
had been filled up; that it had been attended to. He then referred the matter 
to Captain Wirz, who, I think, was near by, and to the best of my knowledge 
and belief the captain told him that the work had been done. I did not find 
it had been done at that time. It was prior to my report. It was my belief 
that Captain Wirz told him at that time that it was filled up. I doubt if the 
general ever went into the prison at all to see what was going 011. He had the 
most explicit confidence in Captain Wirz. I was led to believe so from conver
sations which I had with him, and from the fact I have just related. I do not 
know whether anything was ever done to carry out the suggestions made in ~y 
report, unless that may be involved in an order which the general sent me III 
the month of August, to endeavor to procure labor to build a new stockade at 
Millen. I am nnt aware, of my own knowledge, that these suggest.ions were 
carried out; not at all. (A paper being exhibited to witness;) that is the 
order given me by General Winder. 

The paper just exhibited to witness, of which the following is a copy, was 
offered in evidence, and is attached to this record: . 

CAMP SUMTER, ANDERSON, GEORGIA, 
Auuust 14, 1864. 

SIR: You will proceed at once to Mi1len, Georgia. the site of the new prison ab~ut to be erected. 
You will deliver to the offic~r.in charge the letter of ins I.ructions and the copy of a telegram 
from the war department, glvmg him certain authority to proceed at tlllee and proeure the 
labor, &c. You will advise with him, especially in reference to the procurement of labor, act 
under his instruct.ions and the orders you have from these headquarters. . 

You will visit such counties as have bcome the homes of planters from Florida and GeOl'/fla 
with their slaves, and in which you have reason to oelieve you can hire negroes. I deSire 
to avoid impressment, but the work mnst be hurried to completion. 

Very respectfully, your obedieut servant, I 
JOHN H. WINDER, Brigadier Genera. 

Lieutenant R. S. HOPKINS, Camp Sumter. 
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I was not at any time on duty as a surgeon in the hospital or prison at An
dersonville. The report made by me was the result of my personal examination. 

Oross-examined by OOlfNSEL : 

Wy conversation with General Winder, Mrs. General Winder, and Oaptain 
Wirz, was previous to my report. I mean previous to this order. It occurred 
at the quartermaster's store, near the l'Il.ilroad depot at Andersonville. When I 
~poke of a marsh or swamp filled up, 1 alluded to the creek or branch passing 
throuj!;h the stockade. The trees had all been cut from it, and when I saw it 
in making my inspection it was in just the condition 1 have described. I made 
that inspection some few days after that conversation. I never entered the 
prison again after my report was made. I entered it but once, and that was the 
day on which I made my inspection. I do not know whether anything was 
afterwards done. I remained at the post some time after. It strikes me that I 
saW the captain at the gatp. when I was coming ont of the prison. I will not 
be positive as, to that. The order for me to make the ins[Jectiotl was issUE'd, 
according to my recollection, on the 28th, and I made the inspection, I believe, 
on the 29th j I would not be positive as to' the date. I applied to Captain 
,Wirz's headquarters for permission to go in; I could not go in without a pass 
from his headquarters. I experienced no difficulty in obtaining that pass. 
'Oaptain Wirz threw no obstacle at all in the way of my examination of'the 
affairs of the prison. 

Q. Did you find, by your examination, that Oaptain Wirz was in any degree 
the cause of the ills complained of-the overcrowding of the prisoners, &c,1 
, A. I do not know at whose door the' fault lay; but the facts were evident. 
Captain Wirz's sign at his office designated him as the" commandant of the in
terior of the prison." 1, could not see any great difficulty in carrying out those 
suggestions I made. I think I could have had it done withont _much trouble. 
I cannot say if Oaptain Wirz was responsible for the over:crowded condition of 
the prison; I don't know who was responsible for it. 

Q. In your opinion was Oaptain Wirz responsible for the ,evils existing when 
you made your report 1 Did you discover anything which led you to believe 
that he was in any degree guilty in that respect 1 

A. If I am compelled to answer that question, I must state, unhesitatingly, 
'that it was the implicit conJ,idence which General Winder had in Oaptain Wirz 
that caused that state of things to exist j otherwise, the general would certainly 
have visited the prison, and seen for himself its condition. General Winder did 
not visit the prison while I was there, that I ever knew of. I never heard of his 
going to the prison. He might have gone there without my knowledge j I can
riot say that he did not visit the prison. 

THE FACILITIES FOR SUPPJ,YING ANDERSONVILLE WITH RATIONS. 

S~;PTEMBER 22, 1865. 
U. B. HARROLD, for tIle prosecution: 
I reside at Americus, Georgia For the last three years I Ilave been purchasing 

and shipping supplies for the commissary department of die rebel governm nt, 
fora district embracing from four to six counties in southwestern Georgia, one 
of the counties being that in which Andersonville is located. I was ordel'ed at 
all times to hold all supplies which I had at Americus, after Mayor J nne, I 
think. subject, first, to Andersonville in case they sl}ould get out of provisions 
there at any time, My provisions were rather reserved for Andersonville, to 
to be called on in case of an eml'rgency. I frequently had to ship provisions 
there very hUl'riedly j they ~ould send cars down on the railroad for provisions. 
I was ten' miles distant. Such provisions as I had there, bacon and meal, 
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I don't think they were ever out of at Andersonville; I think they always had 
them. I don't think I was ever called on for provLdons that I did not furnish, 
with the except'oll of meal. In the early part of 1864 they depended on my 
arrangements fur mtal altogether. During the first two or three months of the 
prison, say February, March and April, before the cr'Jwded condition of the 
prison, the orderd were to issue five days' rations at a time, ou requisition. 
kept up very well until they began to crowd the prisoners in, and tben I could 
not furnish sufficient meal, and other arrangements were made. The meal was 
afterwards obtained in large quantities from the Pa,lace milld, in Oolnmbus, which 
is about one hundred miles from Andersonville. I sent whiskey to Anderson
ville from time to time, as I was called on by the post commissary. I sent prob
ably about fifty barrels altogether; my reports, which you have, will shoo/ the 
amount to some extent, though not entirely, because some of the reports are 
missing; but I suppose there were fifty barrels altogether during the year 1864. 
We harl no whiskey in our department after 1864; the contract ran out. But 
all that we had at Americus. with the exception of twenty barrels, was sent to 
Andersonville. We had at all times at Americus, I think, as much as we could 
ship of bread-that is, corn-mear; but bacon was more difficult to get; 'we were 
a great deal harder pushed for it. Such supplies as flour, and things of that kind,
we got in very limited quantities. Orders were received from my district com
missary to hold all flour, syrup, rice, ana some few other articles' of that kind, 
exclusively for the Andersonville prison and the confederate hospital at Americus. 
Those were the peremptory orders from Major Allen, the district commissary at 
Oolumbus. Freight trains were passing every day. On some days it was 
difficult to get transportation, so that cars had to be sent from Andersonville on 
purpose to bring provisions. In one or two instances the constructiou train was 

.stopped to haul provisions to Andersonville. There never was a time when 
there need to have been suffering at Andersonville because of the inability to get 
supplies there, so far as corn-bread and meal were concerned. I think they 
always had tho§le. There was no difficulty with regard to tran9portation. At 
all times I think they could have procured transportation, and did procure it. 

THE CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS GENERALLY KNOWN 'IN THE SOUTH. 

Q. What.do you know in regard to the notoriety given throughout Georgia to. 
the sufferings at Andersonville, through the rJewspapersor by common report 1 

A .. I think it was a matter that was generally canvassed among the people 
in private circles; I don't think much publicity was ever given to it throngh the 
papers. I have seen articles occasionally. If I am not mistaken I have seen· I 

articles in a paper published at Oolumbus, the Oolumbus Sun; but I am not cer
tain; I have seen considerable in other southern papers, some mention of the 
troubles at Andersonville; bllt I don't think the subject was generally discussed 
in the papers j some letter-writers would occasionally write articles about the 
prisoners. Bnt it was generally known, I think, through the country·-was fre
quently talked about everywhere. 

THE FACILITIES FOR SUPPLYING ANIJERSO;'oJVILLE WITH RATIONS. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
The quality or character of the rations which were sent down there were just, 

exactly the same as were sent to the confederate army. The same provisions 
were furnished t.o Andersonville that were furnished to the army, and the same 
were furnished there as were f'lrnished to the hospital. The meal I sent in the 
beginning .was unbolted; it was gL'Olllld at small country mills where they had 
no bolting cloths. From the beginning of the building of the stockade, in JanU
ary, 1864, I sent meal for about six months, unbolted. But I did n:>t send all 
the meal that was seut there during that time, be;ause my supplies would not. 
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begin to supply all the meal that was required. All that I sent was unbolted. 
Our meal in that country is unground, and then sifted when you go to make 
bread-sifted at home and not bolted at the mills. 

By the COURT: 
I spoke of a large quantity having been ground at the Palace mills at Colnm

bus, very lar~e mills, the largest in the State. I cannot say positively whether 
they had there the means for bolting. 

MEDICAL TESTIMONY-TREATMENT OF THE SICK. 

SEPTEMBER 22, 186.5. 
Dr. G. L. B. RICE for the prosecutioll : 
I was on duty at Andersonville from about August 1, 1864, until March 

10, 1865, I think. I was ordered to report to Dr. White, anil he assigned 
me to duty at the stockade to attend to the sick prisoners. We prescribed 
orttside the stockade; I have forgotten the length of time; it was three or 
four weeks, more or less; after that I was sent to the hospital; a few days 

, after I got there I was ordered to go into the stockade and report as officer
ofothe-day. I did so, and 1 found the stockade in a deplorable c~)lldition. 
I saw a great deal of Buffering, filth, and everything' that was bad and un
pleasant. We prescribed by formulas or numbers. I commenced prescribing 
as I had been in the habit of doing at home; but I was informed that I would 
~ot be allowed to do that that they had not the medicines. I was handed a li~t 
of the medicines that we had to use; they were in formulas and numbers from one 
up to a certain point-I have forgotten what j we had to use those; it was a new 
thing to me j I was not accustomed to it, anQ my opinion was tLat we could do very 
little good with that kind of prescription j I regarded that as a very unsafe method 
of practice. On some of those formulas which I had, the ingredients, I think, were 
put down; I know that they' were toward the last; I did not analyze any· of those 
potions to ascertain-whether the report made on the label was true; I had to take 
their word for it. I complained of that method of practice among the surgeons. 
I llsked them if there was no chance to do better. '1'hey said there was not; 
that some of them had gone to the chief surgeon and complained, and they said 
there was no other chance, and I concluded that if they could not do any better. 
~s I was one of Joe Brown's crew, who were looked upon as being small fish 
there, I could do no belter of course, and I did not make the attempt. I mean 
by Joe. Brown's crew, Governor Brown. When he ordered out the militia, it 
was said that made us subject to him. I was brought into his proclamation; I 
suppose so; they told me so. I knew a great many to die there who I believe 
,died from hunger and starvation and li'om cold and exposure.· I think it was 
the 10th of March, 1865, when I left the prison. The rigors of the prison did 
not cease or lighten during the winter; the prisoners were exposed more or less 
all that time. If all the Elurgeons had been sent away, and if the prisoners had 
got the vegetables which they should have had, and more room, a great many 
more men conld have been saved. They needed the right kind of diet more 
than medicine. They needed also additional room. I made verbal suggestions 
to Dr. Stevenson in relation to the wood of the stockade-that it was entirely 
inadequate-and the great necessity for having a larger supply of vegetables 
for· the stockade and hospitaL I mentioned to him one day that I had a good 
many vegetables at home-more than we needed-that they were rotting, and 
that if he would allow me to go 110me for a few days, I wonld bring those veg

',etables down for the prisoners without any charge; or if he could not do that 
,he, could send some man to get them; that they were all going to waste and 
>:~9ing nobody any good, and that, if they were brought to the prisQn and nsed 
;properly, they might save some men's lives. He observed that he would like 
,tQ have them, and turned (jff and said no more about it. 'They were not sent for. 
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THE HOSPITAL FUND. ' 

Q.. Do you kno~ anything about the investigation of the conduct of Dr. 
Stevenson? 

A. 1 was there when a couple of surgeons came on. He was tried for mak.: 
ing away with the money that was sent there for the use of the hospital, so 1 
heard. That was the understanding. 'rhere was an in\'estigation had. 1 
think he was foulld guilty. 1 was called into the room where they were carry
ing on the investigation, and was asked a few questions by the committee. I 
do not know the amount of money Dr. Stevenson embez~led. 1 heard it was 
from $100,000 to $150,000. 1 don't know whether it was so or not. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

1 saw the h0unds at Andersonville almost every day. L know that at one 
time whell 1 was living in a little tent 1 lost my pocket-book; the hounds were 
brought and put on the track; that was a few days after 1 got there. I saw 
them there nearly 'every day after that. lone day saw a man who was torn 
by them; 1 forget the date; 1 have no idea of the ti~e. He was knocked up 
very badly. His skin was not torn, but you could see the blue marks of the. 
prints of the dogs' teeth. I happened to be passing Captain Wirz's headquar
ters about the time they brought the man up, and 1 asked some one what was. 
the matter with him. He could hardly walk, ana seemed to be bent over from 
the effects of scurvy, I presumed. 1 soon found that he had made his escape 
the night previous, and had been brought in by this man who had the dogs~ 
had been caught by them 1 saw the marks of teeth on the man's flesh. 1 
have no idea what month that was. The man was nearly naked; he had 
nothing on but a shirt, 1 think. They told me that his clothes had been 
torn off by the dogs; that he attempted to climb a tree alld that the dogs pulled 
him dc;nvn. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

J saw two dead bodies there during the time 1 was there on duty-one in 
the stockade and one in the hospital. The one in the hospital was shot through 
the breast. J walked in there one morning to attend to my duties, and 1 heard 
that a man had been shot that night by the sentry. 1 walked around to where 
lle was and inquired of some prisoners how it happened, and they told me that. 
he was a poor crippled man, (I think he had crutches lying by him,) who had, 
walked up near the paling and the sentry had sh(}t him. That case was in the 
hospital. 1 saw the other in the stockade near the south gate. 1 do not know 
how the entry was made in those cases in the hospital register. 

TREATMENT OF THE SICK. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 

The bad condition of the hospital and stockade continued all the time until 
J left, which was. I think, tlHJ 10th of March, 1865. I saw a great many die 
in the hospital from starvation, as well as in the stockade. 1 don't know whether 
Captain Wirz had anything to do with the rations in the hospital. 1 kriow 
that the chief surgeon had something to do with the rations. 1 did not speak 
with Dr. Stevenson again after 1 had told him once abont the vegetables at my 
house. 1 IJever spoke of that matter to him any more. 1 frequently spoke to 
him. 1 several times told him about ot.her things that they needed-st]'a~". 
buuks, &c., tv keep them from lying on the ground. Most of my patients Ill· 
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the hospital were lying on the ground. Oaptain Wirz was there all the time I 
was at Andersonville. I did not have frequent opportunities to meet him. I 
could have seen him any day. A portion of the time he ~as sick and at his 
bouse. and I did not see him then for several weeks. He never interfered with 
Illy profesoional dnties that I remember. 

Q. Do you think he was responsible for the state of affairs in the stockade 1 
(Question objected to by the judge ad vocate and withdrawn.) 

MblN BITTEN BY THE DOOS. 

The hounds which I saw there were the common hounds used in that coun
try for running wild animals, and some men use them for running negroes
train them for that purpose. 

SHOOTI:-lG OF PHISONER~ BY THE GUARDS. 

In tile· cases of the dead bodies I saw the men were said to have been shot 
by the sent.inel~. I did not see them shot. I saw the bullet hole through the 
paUng in the case of this lDan in the hospital. I examiiled that hole in the 
paling and I have reason to believe that that ball was fired from the olltside. 

TREATMENT OF OFFICERS WHO WERB PRISONERS AT ANDERRONVIL LE. 

SEPTEMBER, 22, 18G5. 
Captain WILSON FRENCH, for. the prosecution: 
I was lately a captain of the seventeenth Oonnecticut volunteers. I was 

captured February 5, 1865, in the southern part of Florida, and was taken to 
Andersonville, arriving there' about the middle of February, 1865. I was con
fined in Castle Reed with sixty-four other officers.. It was a sbort distance from 
the stockade. It was not within the main stockade; it wasa building formerly 
used for a guard-house, as I understood. The quality of the rations served out 
was very poor, and the quantity was not sufficient to sustain life. The rations 
Jor an officer for one day were less than two· thirds of a pint of corn-meal, about 
the same quantity of peas, and from two to three ounces of salt meat after the 
bone was t.aken ont, and perhaps a half a gill of sorghum. That composed a 
day's rations. When the meal was sifted there was less than half a pint of 

. it, and less than half a pint of peas after the dirt was taken o.ut. We did not 
pretend to take out the wormy ones-we cooked those; we merely took ont the 
dirt and gravel. Had we not been allowed to buy provisions we would have 
starved there. ",Ve were allowed to buy provisions. "Ve never had any diffi' 
culty in getting vl'getables; we used to buy almost anything that we wanted 
of the sergeant wlIo called the roll moruings and nigh ts. His name was Smith, 
I think; he was Captain Wirz's chief sergeant; we were divided into messes, 
eight in each mess; my mess used to buy from two to four bU5heh of sweet 
potatoes a week, at the rate of fifteen dollars confederate money pel' bushel. 
'l'urnips we bought at twenty dollars a bushel. We had t.o buy our own soap 
for washing our persons and clothing; we bought meat and eggs and biscuit. 
There seelDed tJ;r--be an abundance of those things. They w~re in the market 
constantly. 'fhat sergeant used to come down with a wagon·load of potatoes 
at a time, bringing twenty or twenty-five bushels at a load sometimes. I mean 
to say that if we had not had the privilege of buying what we needed, we 
should have starved. The quantity and quality of rations furnished us were .. 
not. sufficient to sustain life, in my opinion. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL: . 
I,remained at AndersonviUe·about. five weeks. 0111' quarters were very poor. 

Th~ building in which we were confined was about sixty feet long, and twenty
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five feet wide, and there were sixty-four officers confined in' it j so you can im
agine that we were pretty closely packed together. We had to do our own 
cooking in the builciing, and when first I went there we were not allowed togo 
outside unless to go to the sink. We had no yard to go into at all. We did 
not see mctny of the confederate officers except the sergeant. .He threatened 
sometimes to put ns in the stocks. They were giving us from thirteen to fif
teen dollars in confederate money to one in greenbacks, and the latter part of 
the time they gave us twenty dollars for one. A bushel of vegetablys, for 
whioh was paid twenty dollars, could have been purchased for a one-dollar 
"greenback"-for less than a one-dollar greenback. According to my observa 
tion, produce raised in the southern States was cheaper than that of the north, 
considering the price of gold. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

SEPTEMBER 22, ] 865. 
J. R. GRIFFIN, for the prosecution: 

The first portion of the past year I was an officer in the confedel'ate service, 
colonel of the 8th Georgia cavalry, army of northern Virginia. For the past 
four months I have had an interest in trying to improve and beautify the An
dersonville graveyard; "that is, I have aided a brother of mine in trying to im
prove it. About the 20th of l\Jay last, being somewhat disabled, I went down 
for the purpose of observing matters at Andersonville. I heard that there had 
been a great deal of distress there j that was the reason I went there. I was 
ordered by General Wilson to go there to look after the prison. I arrived there 
about the 20th of May, 1865. I arrived under orders from General Wilson ·to 
protect the property there, to improve the graveyard, and to cover bodies that 
had been somewhat exposed, which I did. I found the graveyard in rather a 
bad condition. It had been disturbed by cows, and part of the graves torn up 
to some extent, which I had covered. Two of the bodies were exposed j the 
bodies were placed in lines, and the dirt having been in some instances taken 
off them in part. the graves w('re somewhat 'offensive; that is, of the last bodies 
buried. No measures had been taken by the rebel government to care for that 
graveyard that I know of. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEl,: 
I saw n~ reason at all to believe that the uncovering of those bodies was in

tentional; it was from want of care. There was no person there to take care of 
the graveyard. That, was three or four weeks, probably, after the Andersonville 
prison had been broken up. 

SEPTEMBER 22, 1865. 
J. EVERETT ALDEN, for thf\ prosecution: 
I was formerly orderly sergeant of company F, 4th Vermont volunteers. I 

was captured on the 23d of June and taken to Petersburg; thence to Rich
mond, there confined at Libby three or four days, and from there was taken to 
Andersonville. I arrived there July 12, 1864. We were immediately marched 
to Captain Wirz's headquarters, and there we were counted off into nineties, 
three of which, 270 men, constituted a detachment. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS Df THE STOCKADE. 

My detachment was No. 107. I think there were from 29,000 to 30,000 men 
there at that time. '1'he condition of the men was very bad j some that I saW 
were nearly naked; some had but a pair of government drawers, and they w~re 
so emaciated, so reduced in flesh, that their bones nearly pierced their skID. 
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Almost every morning when I went to the creek after water I would see from 
ne to four dead bodies lying on the banks of the creek entirely naked, stripped 

of their clothing, as the other prisoners. .As soon as a man died they would 
~akethe opportunity to appropriate his clothing, as they needed it. I should 
think the men whom I saw lying there were men who had died from starvation; 
they were very poor in flesh. 

THE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

The detachment which I was in never 'drew any wood from the time we went 
there till some time towards the last of August,· a period of frolll four to six weeks, 
I should think. We had SOllle cooked ratiuns during that time. Some of the 
detachments drew. a small piece of wood; the wood was i~sued to the detach
ment. It was then subdivided among the nineties, and thell again subdivided 
in small pieces amOl~g messes of thirty men each. The wood being divided 
into thirty pieces, the sergeant having charge of the thirty would distribute it 
among the men so that no one could find tault with the quantity which each 
got. The piece for each man was in thickness and length about the size of my 
arm, and it was to last for three days. Men who drew wood would cook their 
rations, and as soon as they got through others would use the coals, and by 
blowing them they could partly cook the meal which was issued to them and 
could warm the meat. I have seen men digging for roots with which to cook 
their rations;. it was !1 common thing; they mostly dug for them in the swamp 
on each side of the creek, the north side more particularly, as that was the 
wider. When it rained the matter from the camps would wash down into the 
swamp, and it was filled with maggots. They must have been from fifteen to 
twenty inches deep. '1'he men were obliged to go down there and dig in that 
swamp to get roots, which they wOltld dry in the sun. 

TRI'A'fMENT OF THE SICK. 

I know something as to how sick men were trlOated by the doctors. It was 
my duty at seven o'clock each morning to call the sick, and immediately after 
roll-call to have them all fall in and march up to sick·call at the south gate. 
Sometimes three or foUl' thousand prisoners would collect around this gate to 
gain admission outside. 'l'here was a very small space to pass through at the 
gate, and when there were so many prisoners there, over. 30,000, two sentinels 
were orderep. to prevent the crowd from getting close to the gate near the dead~ 

line, and those who went out were admitted in one rank; each sergeant would 
(lall his men and march them out through the gate. When they got outside 
there· were fifteen to twenty doctors in stalls; each doctor attended to a certain 
number of detachments. I have taken men out to the stall of a doctor named 
Williams, I think, and I have seen men crawl up there on their hands and 
knees with just life enough in them to get to the stall and plead to be either 
taken out to the hospital or to have proper medicine given them, something by 
which they would be t'elieved of their distress. 'l'hose men the doctor would 
order to Iile taken back into the stockade, as they could probably live till to
morrow. He would say, "Take him back into the stockade; he will live until 
to-morrow." 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

" J have a memorandum, which I made at the time, of the number of men shot 
'~~;sentinels while I was there; I remember the number aside from the memo
r~ndum; there were seven;. I can state the particulars without reference to the 
Il\\lmorandum as to the shooting of two of them; I do not think I can as to all 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--25 
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the rest, On July 22, 1861, there was a man killed; I do not know his name 
or his regiment; he was shot through the groin; he was not killed instantly; 
he was taken outside to the hospital; the guard shot him; he was over the 
dead-line; he was a sergeant, and he was anxious to get outside with his men, 
as he had some who were very hadly off; he wanted to be the first to get out- . 
side to the door, and he crowded up; the sentinel repeatedly told him to keep 
back; a sergeant came up to the gate, with whom he was acquainted, and he 
motioned to him if he could come out; the sergeant beckoned to him to COlDe 
out, but the guard did not notice it; the man crowded past, and the gu'ard 
raised his gun; he could not life it high enough to shoot him through the body, 
but he shot him through the groin; I did not see the man afterwards; he was; 
a sergeant in charge of a squad; I do not know his name or regiment; I 'muM 
have been some t'ight feet hom him. Oaptain Wirz was 110t pl:esent at that time;, 
at least I did not see llim. The next instance was July 26th; I cannot tell 
where that man was shot; he was shot inside the stockade by a sentinel. all 
the 4th of August two mpn were shot; I do not know where they werc shot; 
I· do not know. their naUlllS; they were shot inside the stockade. 'rhe next 
instance of shooting" was on the 6th of August; I do not know who the man 
was who was th€:'n shot; I do not know whether any of the others, except the 
first one I have mentioned, died; I merely made a memorandum at the time the 
event occnrred. The next instance was on the 25th of August; I saw that 
man; the camp was all quiet; it was in the evening, a very bright, moonshiny 
night, between the hours of ten and twelve; I heard a musket fired; I spoke 
to the man lying alongside of me, and said there is a man shot, and I am going 
to see who it is; I arOSe, and when I got three or four rods, s€:'veral others joined me 
and we moved toward the dead-line; I was about a hundred yards from the 
dead-line at that time, and was looking towards the sentinel; he raised his gun 
and shot again; th!l.t was the second shot at the same man, I suppose; as I 
got down where I could see a third shot was fired; the man wall inside the 
dead-line, up close to it, and the words he used were, "See if you can kill me 
now;" I should think, by the conversation, that the 'officer of the guard was in 
the sentry-box; the man was shot through the head, the ball pa~sing lengthwise 
of his body; I inquired round there who the man was, and they said he was a 
man who. was. tired of living, and wanted the sentinel to shoot him; I think he. 
was shot in the leg by the first discharge; the last ball proved fatal. The man 
died in the course of ten minutes; I do not know his name or regiment; it was 
in the north end of the stockade. The creek does not runexacely in the centre 
of the camp. It was 'in the larger part of the stockade towards the end-about 
the middle of the stockade. I find also that one man was shot on the 5th ·of 
Sept<cmQer; I do not know any of ,the circumstances. On J anuury I, 1865, r· 
saw a man shot; I saw him after he was dead; he was struck in the head; the 
sentinel that shot him was near the south gate; I know the circumstances of the 
shooting; it was the last time I WtlS put in the stockade; I left there in Sep-! 
tember and went in there again towards the last of December. There were 
boards piled up neal' the dead-line in the stockade, and men who were destitute 
of anything to lie upon thought that if they could get those boards they would 
make a floor to keep them from lying on the ground; after it was dark several made 
attempts to get them, and were successful. This man did not rrove quite as 
much so as the rest; he had hold of the elld of a board and was dragging at it. It 
was a very cold night, about ten or eleven o'clock; the sentry had gone do~vn 
from his box to warm himself by the fire, and the fellow took the opportullltY. 
to get the board, but in doing' so he made somewhat of a noise, which alarmed.. 
the sentinel, who crept up to a crack and saw the man getting the board, and . 
then he slyly went up stairs and shot the man without any warning. I shaul!!!) 
think the boards wete within ten or fifteen feet of the stockade; five feet fr0JJ?!j,;; 

·.::U\ 
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the dead-line, perhaps; I do not think the dead-line was over twenty feet 
from the stockade. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTFD BY WIRZ. 

I have seen acts of cruelty committed by Oaptain Wirz. Last September 
the hundred to which I belonged were ordered to get ready and march out of 
the stockade. As we marched out-it was at night, and there were fires on 
each side of the gate, so that they could see to count the men off as they passed 
out-a large fellow, named, I think, Williams, a rebel sergeant, had a large 
stick" or club, in his hand. Oaptain Wirz was outside of the gate, and this 
Williams got the men in four ranks, so that, they could be counted, while an
other man counted them at the gate. The men were so impatient to get outside 
tbe stockade that they crowded down as near the gate as they could get, and a 
great manj who did not belong in the hundreds flanked out. At last Oaptain 
Wirz became very much enraged because the men crowded down on him, and 
,did not give him a chance to get them into four ranks, so that he could connt 
them He told the sergeant to knock them down, if they did not keep back 
out of tht: way. He struck down between the files, but hit nobody. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

Along in J nly, or perhaps in August, there was a good deal of stealing going 
on In, the camp, and the prisoners thought they would take the matter into their 
own hands and punish the offenders, as the rebels never took any notice of the 
matter when it was reported to them. One man who had stolen a canteen was 
taken by the prisoners and half of his head was shaved and the letter T marked 
with ink upon his forehead, and he was beaten about the camp by the prisoners 
with tin-pans and one thing or another. The qnartermaster came in an<;i saw 
how the men· were treated, and reported it to Oaptain Wirz; at least, I supposed 
it was reported. I know the rations were stopped immediately following. They 
were stopped until the man who did this printing should be tnrned over to Oap
tain Wirz, or should report himself. We were told that the camp would get no 
rations until he came out. We got rations; I don't know whether this man 
was ever taken outside or not. 'My rations were stopped another time. One 
night'a piece of the dead-line was stolen for wood, and an order came into camp 
that no rations would be served until that man had delivered himself up. I 
haveforgotten the precise date this occurred; I think it was in February, 1865. 
The man in the division to which I belonged volunt;trily offered to go and give 
himself up and bear the punishment, if each division would allow him an extra 
ration, which they did. He went to the gate, and was taken to Oaptain Wirz 
bjthe guard. What 'punishment was inflicted on him I never heard. He was 
not the man who took the wood. He gave himself up in order that our rations 
might come in again. The rations were stopped in the morning, and it must 
have been about noon when he went out. I did not know who the real. offender 
was. He never was known. I do not remember any other occasion when our 
rations were stopped. 

THE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL: 

Tremained in the stockade the first time until the last of September. I was 
placed in there three times. I came back again the middle of December-about 
the 23d.. I remained there then until the first of April. During the time we 
hlldno wood served out to us we drew cooked rations from the cook-house. I 
do_nit know exactly the time. W e r~ceived no wood from the time we w'ent in 
there until the last of August. We drew cooked rations when we first went 
there; 
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CO:NDITION OF PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I judged that the dead bodies of the persons that I saw lying near the creek 
had died from starvation, from their emaciated condition. It was only my 
opinion. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

It was an impossibility for me to put down every instance of shooting while 
I was there, because men could be shot in the south part of the stockade while 
I knew nothing about it, as I was in the north part j the stockade was crowded 
with men, there being at one time between 35,000 and 37,000 men there. It 
was a common occurrence each night to hear from one to five shots in the stock
ade. I c0uld not tell whether men were killed every time, or who they were. 
I saw the body of the man shot on the 25th of .August. I saw him shot. I 
did not see the man until the third shot was fired. I saw the shot fired from 
the sentry-box, but the tents were so that I could not see the man until I got 
past the tents. I then saw the 'guard fire the third shot, and saw the man. In 
reference to the case of shooting on the 1st of January, I cannot say that I saw 
the guard go up slyly. I was not present when the man was shot. I saw the 
man after he was shot. I did not see him shot. 

Q. You don't know whether the circumstances you have related took place 
or not 1 You don't know whether the sentinel came up slyly or not 1 

.A. No, sir. I wouldn't state that as a fact, but I knew it well enough; it is 
my opin ion. I did not see it myself. 

THE RATIONS.
 
By the COURT:
 

The rations were very small in 1865.
 
Q. Was there any difference as to rations between that and the preceding 

time 1 
A. I think they were not so good as before. I think there were between 

9;000 and 10,000 prisoners there at that time. 

SEPTEMBER 22, 1~65. 

ROBERT TATE, for the prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the United States, in the fifty-second regi

ment Pennsylvania volunteers. I was taken to .Andersonville February 27, 
, 1864, and remained until tp.e latter part of December, 1864. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

I saw Captain Wirz commit acts of cruelty while I, was at .Andersonville. 
I saw him kick men who were not able to stand on their feet at roll-call. .About 
the first of :May one ,case occurred. It was a man who was very sick and weak. 
The orders were to fall into line in the morning at seven o'clock at roll-call; and 
the men were kept standing' there in the heat of the sun ,until about twelve 
o'clock. This man fell down out of the line and his comrades rolled him out' 
alongside under one of the sheds there. Captain Wirz came along and saW 
the man there and asked him what he was doing there. The man told him he 
was sick and could not stand in line. Captain Wirz said, " God damn your 
soul, I will keep you into line." He kicked the man and rolled him back to 
the line; the man lay there and was not able to stand up. In the course of twO 
days the man died. I don't know what his name was or his regiment. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I have not seen Captain Wirz put any men in the chain-gang, but he gave. 
the orders to have it done. I saw twelve men chained together; they had tpree 



TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 389 

balls, each weighing 60 pounds, in the centre of them, and then on each leg, on 
the outside there was a ball of 32 pounds, and they were chained togethet· by 
the necks and a chain about an inch and a haJf long, and an iron collar around 
their neck. They were put in chains for attempting to escape j I saw men put 
in when ladies were present. I saw them put in when Oaptain Wirz's lady and 
his daughters were there. I saw the c,aptain give the Ol'd~rs to walk them 
around and show his lady and daughters the way they walked j they stood and 
laughed at it and thought it was sport. That was in July j I cannot state ex
actly what part of the month. He made them walk about twenty yards. I 
saw men die-not exactly in the chain·gang j they were released about ten 
hours before they died. One man was v~ry sick when he was put in; he had 
the chronic diarrhrea. He remained in the chain.gang about two days; he was 
put in for attrmpting to escape; that was what I understood. One evening the 
surgeon in charge told Captain Wirz he had better take that man out; Oaptain 
Wirz gave .orders to have him released. The next mOi'ning I saw the man 
hauled to the graveyard; I do not know whether the chains were on him when 
he died. 

WIRZ SHOOTS AT A PRISONER. 

The prisoner fired his pistol at me one day for being out of line at roll
call. I had a very sore leI;" and could not stand more than about half an hour 
ata time. I got weak and left the line and went into the shade of a tent and 
lay down there; directly Captain Wirz came out. I hp,ard the sound of his 
f ,otsteps and hastened to get back into line so that he could not see me, but he 
saw me and said: "Hold on there, you Yankee son-of-a-bitch." I commenced 
running; he said: "Hold on;" I kept running; he fired his pistol. I got back 
into line aud tried to hide myself. Captain Wirz came along and wauted to 
know where that man was, and said that he would not issue any rations till 
the man was found. I stepped out and said: ",Captain Wirz, 1 have a sore 
leg." He said: "God damn. I wish the legil would rot off of every damn 
/lon·of-a-bitch in the stockade, and I would have no more trouble with you." The 
ball from his pistol did not strike me. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

I know the rations were stopped on the 1st of April, 1864; I do not know 
the cause; I think it was on account of some trouble at roll-call. 'l'here were 
too many men ill the stockade and Captain Wirz could not get the exact num
'bel' of the prisoners; and he swore that he would not issue rations till he got the 
exact numbel' of the men in the stockade. H(~ said that we got more than we 
d~served; that if he had his will, he would not give us anything to eat. 

THE STOCKS. 

'r knew some Libby- prisoners who were put in the stocks; I dOn't know of 
any who died while in the stocks; I don't know of any who died immediately 
after being taken out. I have.known them to die in the course of three weeks 
.~fte.rward. I,have known a man to be kept in the stocks forty-eight hours with
outanything to eat or drink, except what was smuggled to him; that was Cap
ta~l1. Wirz's order, not to give him anything to eat or drink for forty-eight hours. 
Hl~name was B. ~~. Russell; he belonged' to the 17th Pennsylvania cavalry, 
company A. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

Cross-examined by COU:\,SEL : 
1:~~~lIppose the disease or complaint of the first man I saw Captain Wirz kick 
-'WAilc'chronic diarrhrea and weakness j I cannot exactly state what was his di,sease 
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The man died about two days after the occurrence; I don't know of whath~ 
died; I suppose it was of the kicking he got j that is my supposition. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I saw the man put in the chain-gang outside of the stockade; he was captured 
by the hounds and brought there..The way I came to be there was, I was detailed 
to work in the cook-house outside the stockade, I saw a man outside the stock
ade put in the chain-gang; he was taken to the blacksmith shop at the depot, 
and the blacksmith did the work; I was present at the blacksmith snop and 
saw it done. I did not hear the surgeon tell Oaptain Wirz that a man was sick 
in the chain-gang; that was what t~e man himself told ns. . 

SEPTEMBER 22, 1865. 
SAMUEL J. 1\1. ANDREWS, for the prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the ITnited States j I belonged to the 17th 

Illinois infantry; I was a prisoner at Andersonville from April 27th, 1864, till 
some time in September, 1564. 

VACCINATION. 

I saw a good many cases of vaccination while the;'e; I should think two or 
three hundred; almost all that I saw had large sores upon their arms, and some 
on other parts of their body, from thp. size of a dollar to that of the palm of my 
hand; some had two on the same arm, some one on each arm; almost invaria-. 
bly, so far as I knew, amputation was the result; death was the final result in 
almost all cases of amputation; I have known instances in which men suffering 
from these sores became insane; I have seen two or three such cases; I observed 
one in particular; the man was in the same tent as I was iu the hospital; he 
seemed to be completely insane; his agony and suffering was so intense that 
that seeqted to be the cause of his insanity-the suffering which he endured 
from these SOreS. 

CONDITIOC'l OF THE PRISONERS IN THE HOSPITAL 
I 

I have seen men die suddenly there; I remember distinctly seeing two men 
fall over and die upon, the spot, or rather fall over dead; they were both at the 
sink and they fell forward dead while there; one of them was inside the stock· 
ade before the hospital was removed outside; the other was in the hospital after 

. it was removed outside; one of the men was bro~ght over to my tent; I was 
nursing at the time j he was brought over one day and died the next; I saW 
one patient in the hospital with ball and chain attached to his ankle; he was s.o 
weak that he was hardly able to walk; I saw another one with a shackle on hIS 
ankle; he said he had cut the ball off; he had no ball attached at the time I 
saw him, although h.e had sp,ackles about his ankle; I do not kno'.v with wha~ 
disease the man was suffering who had the ball and chain on him, but I should 
suppose from his appearance it was diarrhrea j I do not know.what was the mat
ter with the other man. 

Cross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
I was in the hospital at Andersonville about five months. 

By the OOURT : 
I have not recovered from the effects of that confinement there; I am still 

troubled with the effects of what I suppose to be scurvy; my mouth and gumS 
occasionally bleed without any apparent cause; when I went to the hos'pita! I . 
had a wound which I received when I was captured j I was captured at Merld· 
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ian, l\fi~sissippi; I went to the hospital immediately; the hospital was not 
removed from the stockade for about three weeks after I went into it; I had 
but little to do.with .rebel officials there, for they let me alone, and my treatment 
from our own men was very g'ood ; the rebel medical officers did not have much 
to do with m~; tlwy gave me the privilege, on one occasion, of nursing, which 
I did for one or two weeks; on another occasion I got the privil'ege of dressing 
woundi', which I did for two weeks; I was ~ble to go about from the time I got 
into the hospital; I received medicine on several occasions. . 

By COUNSEL: 
'I'here was one of the men who arrived with me at Andersonville who lost his 

leg; we were together all the time that he was at Andersonville; I do not kno~ 
that I can say the doctors ever ill· treated me in the hospital; my surgeon was 
a very kind man indeed; his name was Alexander; he was in the confederate 
service; I believed him at the time to be a Union man, and do so still. 

SEPTEMBER 22, 1865. 
WILLIAM B FRANCIS, for· the prosecution: 
I was in the military service, in company B, 75th Ohio; I was a prisoner 

at Andersonville in the neighborhood of a month; I went there the 20th of 
August, 1864, and left the 17th of September; I know Captain Wirz. 

PIlIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN !,'ROM PRISONERS. 

When I was first bronght to Andersonville they kept us there about two hoUl'S 
standillg in the sun wllitillg for orders; the orders came for the guards to take 
every thin/?: away from us; they· made us peel off all our clothes and they searched 
them; I took off everything but my socks; they cut the waistband of my pants, 
the top part of my cap, and the lining of my jacket; I had a cavalry jacket; 
they took from me ninety-six dollars and one dollar in gold, four photographs, 
and two ambrotypes; Captain Wirz's men took them from me; he was not 
thp,re then; I made a request to have the photographs returned to me and was 
told it was against Captain Wirz's orders; the men when they were searched 
were drawn up right below the railroad, by the little building there, a kind of 
guard.house, I think; others were searched and robbed at the same time; some 
were robbed of three hundred dollars; I never got any of the property that 
was taken from me. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTBD BY WIRZ. 

, I saw Captain Wirz first about the 6th or 8th of September; there was a 
sick man coming out who had the scurvy in his feet; he could not walk and he 
fi:linted away; Captain Wirz stood there; some men at the'stockade gate told 
JIle it was he; he hallooed at the sick man to clear out; the man could not; 
Captain Wirz'then hallooed out: "The damned son-of-a-bitch is possuming!" 

. He went up to the man and ordered him up; the man could not get up; Oaptain 
Wirz then kicked him three or four times and ordered him to be taken away, 
and he was taken away. 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

The prisoner alluded to my condition ; we were going out one day, three or 
foul' of us, when we met Wirz. He drew his revolver and whipped out an oath, . 

..saying, ."Damn you, I will shoot you!" He ran up to me and said, "You Yan
keeson-of-a-bitch, if you think you can fool me you are mistaken; I will put 

: ,~~~ back in the ~tockade, where they are dying at the r8:te of two hundred a 
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day, and if that will not do I will give the sentries thirty days' furloug-l] for 
every man they shoot." We had got out of the stockade along about four o'clock 
in the evening and were getting to the rear when he saw us; I am sure he 
mentioned that matter about furloughs. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I saw a man shot there one day'; I do not recollect the date; it was a Sun
day morning; the man was hanging out his shirt on the dead-line; the wind 
blew it off; the man reached over the dead-line to pick it up, when the guard 
fired and shot him through the knee, and shooting through the head a sergeant 
who was lying in his tent; when the sentry fired at the soldier in the stockade 
I observed four or five men came to him, and took down, I suppose, his name 
and regiment; I watched particularly and the man never came back on post; it 
was post 36, on the north side of the stockade, not far from where I stopped. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

Every morning about seven o'clock the llOrn would be blown and the hounds 
would run up; I recollect once or twice the hounds going into the stockade and 
striking out on a trail, and I have seen men brought back bitten by the dogs; 
they all said they were put in the stocks; I saw two men tied up outside of the 
stockade when I went away from there; but I do not kuow for what; they 
were tied up by the hands; I could not tell whether by the thumbs or wrists. 

THE RATIO::VS. 

I never drew any wood; the rations were partly cooked; it was pretended 
to be cooked, but it was not; blood was always in the beef.and it was raw; it 
was cooked up in quarters; the bread was made sometimes with saIt, sometimes 
without saIt; sometimes the meal was bolted, sometimes it was not; sometimes 
it was sour, and sometimes not; I never dug roots, but I saw men di!5 fivC"or 
six feet for roots on the north side of the stockade; I saw "men in the Bwamp 
digging after roots where the maggots were two feet deep. 

PRn'ATE PROPERTY TAKEN PROM PRISONERS. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
I was not in any corps; we wete in the district of Florida where General 

Foster was in comma~d; we were under General Hatch; ! arrived at Ander
sonville on. the 20th of August, I think; I did not see Oaptain Wirz then; 
they were sergeants, I suppose, who searched me; they said it was by the 
captain's orders; they did not say what captain's; it was right below the 

-railroad depot that they searched us, between a quarter and half a mile from 
the stockade; I remained there until the 17th September. 

THE RATIONS. 

The rations were all cooked with the exception of some rice and meal. 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

I flanked out of the stockade at the time I had this conversation with Oaptain 
Wirz; I did not go back at all; I went to Oharleston; Oaptain Wirz did not: 
discover that had I flanked him; if he had he would have killed me I expect. & 

~ 
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SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

Q. 'Were you near the man who was shot near the dead-line 1 
A. It was something like four or five 'rods from whf're I stopped. I did not 

ee the man at the time, but I heard the shot fired and l' was there in a 
;ew minutes afterwards. Men were shot there almost all the time through 
the night· they said he was not inside the dead-line; that the shirt blew over 
and he re~ched under the llDe to get it; I did not see his shirt that I recoll?ct. 

By the COURT: 
The man who was wounded ~aid it was so; he said so at the time; the 

wounded man did not die that I know of; he was not brought to the ho~pital; 
I do not know what became of him; the body was outeide the dead-line when 

, I got there; he was sitting down. 

By the COUNSEL: 
He was shot through the knee; in two or three minutes afterward I saw him,' 

as soon as I could get there. 

SEPTEMBER 22, ]865. 
JOHN A. CAIN, for the prosecution: 
I was in the military service of the United States; I enlisted in the Cali

fornia cavalry battalion, at San :Francisco. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS I:'J THE STOCKADE. 

I was taken prisoner the 22d February, 1864; I was taken to Richmoud, 
Va., and remained there three or four days, long enough to be searcned and have 
everything taken from me and the rest of us. I was taken from th('re to An
dersonville, and arrived at Andersonville on the 10th of March, 1864; it was 
raining very hard when we arrived there, about two o'clock in the morning. 
Wewere drawn up in line four deep, about 1,000 of us, and were marched 
through water about knee deep; a great many of the men were very sick and 
feeble; they were forced to walk through that mud and water about knee deep 
to the stockade, a distance of about half a mile; they were .turned loose into 
the stockade; it was raining hard and we were without shelter and we did not 
know where to go; they were ordered to fall in the next morning to receive 
ordets how we were to proceed while there. Being very dry I started to the swamp 
to get some water; in the dark I fell into a IlOle headlong; however, after some 
difficulty, I found the water and got a drink und started back; I came across 
several shebangs, as we called them, rndely constructed tents and covers made 
out of pine boughs and poles; they were a poor excuse for covering; the rain 
was beating on the men who were lying under them; the men were very ema
ciated and sick, as I thought; some were groaning. We had some little·talk with 
them; they told us that we had no shelter and that we would have to do the best we 
could. I went upon the shady sideof a large tree and stood up and sat down as best 
I could until morning; it rained until daylight. When daylight came, I can hardly 
describe the scene that I beheld-men lying around in all directions sick, very 
sick and feeble; most of them were Belle island prisoners. It did not matter 
about the health of the men; it seemed to me that the healthiest of the men 
took sick as quick. if not quicker, than some of those who were weak. Two of 
my OWn comrades-stouter or heartier men never lived-took sick the next, day; 
I 'a,iduot know from what cause unless it was from change of water; we had to 
carry one of them in a blanket to the hospital. This hospital was only a few 
bo.ard~ thrown togethl'r very temporarily to shed the rain off those very sick 
lymg IU there; they were lying in their own filth, with nobody to take care of 
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thpm. When I visited t.he hospital t.o see my own comrades, men would appeal 
to m'e t.o help them to the sink, or to give t.hem a drink of water, or a piece of 
bread or something of that kind; J very nearly got sick at. the stomach and 
had to leave the place, About t.en o'clock that day I was ordered to the other 
side of t.he stockade; tIle place was very steep, rising up from the swamp; it. 
could not be called a hill-it was a bank, inclining at an angle of abollt forty 
,degrees; I was allotted to a place on that bank that was very difficult for 11 sick 
man or a weak man to ascend without good help, without two men to help him; 
I was obliged to lie there until I was taken to the hospital. I got scurvy and 
diurrhcea after a while; I was obliged to lie there without shelter; we sat by a 
fire which a hat would covel' up,' made of pitch-pine roots; I sat there for 
twenty haUl'S at one time in the rain; it rained a great deal during the month 
of April. We could not cook what raw rations we got; I very often mixed up 
meal and ate it raw for want. of wood and cooking utensils. We got a little 
more than a pint of meal; that was befure Captain Wirz took command; we 
got a ·little bet.ter than tllat after he took command. '1'he rations consisted of 
about a pint of meal and a half a pound of very coarse beef; we took it to be 
mule flesh; it looked more like horse or mlile fle:3h than beef; we got about a 
teaspoonful of salt; that was our ratiuns for twell ty' fflUr hours; I very often 
ate my beef 01' mule flesh raw; I just picked the bones, In that condit.ion I 
lay on that side of the hill until about. the 23d of May, when I became so 
weak, that I could not get up to roll-call in the morning. Captain Wirz's 
sergeants ordered all the sick to fall in every morning, if they had to be carried 
up; I very often got some of my comrades to help me up this hill, and in many 
instances I fainted away when I got up. One time at the top of the hill I 
faintt~d away and was conveyed temporarily to a little tent, consequently miss
ing the roll-call; the sergeant a&ked where I was; they could not find me j 

and he ordered my rat-iOllS to bp stopped that day; it was neglect of some com
rades for not having me np. I finally got discouraged and made up mind to 
die; I did not wish to be any more trouble to my comrades, and I went over to 
the gate ana was successful in getting to the hospital; that was a little after the 
hospital was moved out of the stockade, about the 23d 01' 24th. of May, I think. 
What transpired in the st.ockade after that I cannot say, except as I mig-ht see 
the victims of Wirz's cruelty come to the hospital. I was paroled as a nurse, 
or was allowed the privilege of nursing; we had no more libf)rty than any of 
the rest of the sick; I was very often allowed to go to the gate to help sick 
men off the wagons or ambulances, or to carry the men on stretchers. I had 
an opportllnit,y there of seeing the cook-house and of seeing the rations taken 
out, alld of hearing news of the inner part of the stockade. 

SHOOTJ~G OF PRISONgRS BY THE GUARDS. 

I kept a memorandum of the events that transpired there. By reference to 
that memorandum-book I can ,tell about men being shot there by the sentinels; 
I~can recollect, without referring- to the memorandum, the case of three prisoners 
who were shot by the sentinels. About the middle of April, 1864, (witness 
refers to ,his memorandum-book and gives the date as the 23d of April,) an insane 
man was shot; he was considered insane by us j he wonld go around among 
the debris of the swamp- and pick up undigested food, beans and meat, that h~d 
passed through men; I havp often myself tried to turn him from it, telling hIm 
to go to his quarters and let that alone, or something to that effect, which ~ade 
me form the conclusion that he was insane or crazy; !1e was very emacrat:d. 
He was one of the Belle Island prisoners, I know something about a man bemg 
shot on the 2d of May; I do !not know that I saw him before he was shot; he 
was a man of dark complexion; I took him to be a German; he belongc.d to a 
Pennsylvania regiment; I do not know his name; I was told he was an lllsane 
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man; he was near the hospital, or rather on the southeast cOlw'r of the stockade 
where the hospital was locat.ed first; I do not recllllect seeing Captain Wirz 
-then; I did not see him on the other occasion, April 23d; my tent was in the 
middle of the stockade, and if there had been anything of that kind occurring, 
by the time r could get there through the crowd of men it was all OWl.. I know 
something about a gnard at the hospital shooting a man; the entry in my 
memorandum of the 2.'>th of July is, "Rebel guard shot a sick Union prispner 
for coming nt-ar his fire." His leg was amputated near the thigh; he died; 
cannot say when; I did not see him when he was shot; it was done abont nine 
o'clock in the morning; I had been at his fire before he was shot, aud I was 
there about ten minutes after he was shot; 'I heard the report and got up, and 
heard the man moaning very piteously; I went down to where he was ;~ they 
had just carried him into the tent; I heard him make a statement the next day; 
the guard had their line inside on this end of the swamp hospital; it was very' 
_common for us to go down and sit neal' the fires and converse wi-th the guard 
and trade with them; there was no order against that; I often went down and 
warmed myself, and heated soup and mush and corn-meal coffee; we used to 
call it conscript; this man said he went down as usual and sat near the fire, and 
that the first thing he knew, the guard, without any warning, drew his musket 
and shot him. ' 

Q. Do yon know anything of a man that was shot on the day following, the 
'26th of July 1 

A. I heard the shot, but did not see the man. Not long afterwards the man 
,was brought into the hospital; I did not see him after he was brought in; some 
time in July; I recollect it without reference to my diary; it was about the 
middle of July; his name was John Burke; he belonged to the sixty-ninth 
New York volunteers, Colonel Corcoran's old regiment; he was brought -to 
'my place where J was nursing ; I had five tents to take care of, three in a tent; 
he was sent to me to take care of; the ball went in the .right cheek, cut off his 
,tollgue, cut out his upper teeth, passed out through his left jaw, and cut three 
of his fingers nearly off; he was sitting in his tent at the time, smoking his pipe, 
when the ball went in and struck him. That man died; he made a statement to 
me when he was aware he could not live; he said he was starving to death; 
he could not eat what he got, and could not get anything better to eat; I made 
a reqnisition on the doctor's steward for suitable food; in some instance,s it was to 
be had, but he could not get it; this man died in consequence of gangrene getting 
in his tongue, and breathing through it, the doctor said, was the cause of his 
death; he died about a day ,after being removed from my chlll~ge; he was sent 
to the surgical ward, but it was too late. 

By the COUR'f: 
The man stated how he came to be shot; he said he was lying in his tent, 

and that the guard fired at a man right on the dead-line, missing the man and 
hitting him. I know the date when John Burke died; about the 25th or 26th 
of July, I think. 

GENERAL C'OBE'S SPEECH. 

General Cobb was at Andersonville about the 2d of May, and made a little 
speech to us, not very gentlemanly 01' ericourll.ging to us. I do not recollect 
seeing Governor Brown, of Georgia, at Andersonville there at that time, but 
General Cobb made some allusion to a remark which Brown had made, that he 
would ;lIot have us there any longer, as we were a nuisance to the country; 
General Cobb made this remark to some of the nien; he said that Governor 
,Brown said he would not keep us there any longer; that we .were a nuisance 
to the country, and tbat if Jefferson Davis did not muve us he would move us . 
ouhis own responsibility, or something to that effect. 
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GENERAL WINDER ORDERS THE GUARD TO SHoOT PRISONERS. 

General Winder visited the hospital after I was sent there; I know some
thing about his ordering men to be shot about the 20th of July; I was standing 
at the gate; there had been no dead-line established inside the hospital, never; 
in fact there was 110 dead·line except right in front of the gate; in or, !er to keep· 
the .gate clear he ordered the guard to shoot any damned Yankee who would 
trespass on the dead-line; it was only a mark sometimes made in the dust with 
a bayonet; he said, further, "Any Yankee son-of-a-bitch you catch bathing in 
that creek down there shoot him." The nurses and attendants had a parole at 
that time; the pa~8 was taken away from us, and we were refused the privilpge 
of bathing in the creek; we bathed below the hospital; we had a ditch dug 
through one end of the hospital for washing-water, and a sink at the lower end; 
it was a tributary of Sweet Water branch; I did not see any reason why I 
should not be allowed to bathe there; it was all swamp waste land beyond that. 

SHOOTING 01<' PRISONERS BY THE GUARD. 

Oross-examined by OOUNSEL :. 
John Burke spoke very inaudibly and incorrectly, but I could under

stand him; he wrote on paper at different times the thiugs he wanted. 'rhe 
man that was shot at the fire, was shot as he stood at the fire. He went there 
to warm himself, as usual, as there were no orders against it. It was very 
chilly on the evening of the 25th of July; especially to a man in his condition, 
especially in rainy weather, and with no blankets. Referring to my memo
randum of the 9th of August, in reference to John Burke, the entry is, "Burke, 
who was shot in the face, is dying for the want of proper nourishment" That 
is what he told me the evening before he was removed from my ca:·c· to the 
sur/!:ical ward. . 

'['he ASSISTANT JUVGE ADVOCATE submitted to the court the entry in the 
hospital record in the case of J obn Burke, showing that he died of dysentery on 
the 10th of August. 

WITNESS. Burke had no dysentery; I will state to the court that I am crip
pled myself now from the effects of my imprisonment. 

CONDITIO:'ol OF THE PRISO:'<i'ERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

Wheu I arriVed on the 10th of March there were twenty-two thousand 
prisoners in the stockade, I think; the hundred that I was assignerl to was the 
2,5th hundred; that was before the stockade was enlarged; at the time I was 

. transferred to the hospital there were 18,000 or 20,000 prisoners ill the stockade; 
·Oaptain Wirz came there about ten days or two weeks after I had got there; 
there were about"14,OOO or 15,000 prisoners there then; I helped to carry the ~ick 
from the stockade to the hospital myself on stretchers; there was a doctor in 
charge to receive men who were brought to thc hospital g'lte, and such men as 
he thought fit to be admitted to the hospital he had carried in; I cannot say 
that I saw any other man eat undigested food, except the insane man I have 
'mentioued, although I heard of it; I think no person but a crazy man would 
do it. 

GENERAl, WINDER ORDERS THE GUARD TO SHOOT PRISO:'olERS 

I think it was about the 20th oLJuly that General Windpr gave the order to 
shoot men. (Witness refers to hie diary.) The entry is, "General Winder 
orders the guard to shoot every Y,lllkee son-of-a-bitch caught trespassing on the 
dead-line or bathing ill the river." 
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SEPTEMBER 22, 1865. 
GEORGE W; GRAY, for the prosecution: 
I am in tile military service of the United States; in the seventh Indiana 

cavalry, company B. 
Q. How long have you been in the service 1 , 
A. In lily last terlll two years and one month; I was taken to Andersonville 

on the 10th of June, 1864, aud remained there until Novembel·. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKI!1N FROM PRISONERS. 

When I was first taken there, there was a number of men in our gang, 
about five or six hundred, drawn up iu line in Jront of the prison. They were 
ordered to put their blankets, knapsacks, haversacks, canteens. &c" in a pile; 
we were marched out by file and laid them down;, after they were laid down 
an officer rode out on a gray horse, I do not know who he was, and ordered 
the guards and the men standing by to take what they wanted out of the pile, 
and wben they got what they wanted the prisoners could have the balance; but 
when they got what they wanted they had it all; I am not certain whether it 
was Oaptain Wirz who was on the horse, or not; I did not know the man; it 
was the first time I saw the man's face; I have seen the man since, but whether 
it was Oaptain Wirz, or not, I cannot say for certain; we were· then marched 
into the prison and were turned out loose among tbe balance of the men, just as 
hor"es are turned into pastme among other horses; we then got together as best 
we could. About the last of June or .July, 1864, a young fellow named Under
wood, of the 7th Indiana cavalry, company L, my own regiment, who was 
woundeoi at that. time, went down to a sort of a sutler's concern they had there. 
Captain W irz was there at the time; Underwood asked for something to wrap 
his wound with; the man said that he would give it to him ; said Captain Wir.z, 
"No, he cannot have it unless he pays me a dollar." Underwood gave him his 
last money, which was a ten-dollar bill; before that I had heard 'Yirz ask 
Underwood what regiment he belonged to, and in what battle he was wounded, 
so that Wirz knew that he was a wounded man; when Underwood asked him 
for his change Wirz kicked him out of the door; he did not give him back the 
riinedollars; I heard Lieutenant Davis call him Oaptain Wirz before that, and 
I'Knew the man when I saw him there; blu the person I saw on the white 
horse I did not know then; I had not heard anyone call his llame up to that 
time. 

THE DOGS-THE STOCKS. 

,About the last of August I made my escape from Andersonville, and was 
overtaken by a lot of hounds; before the catch dog could get at me I took a 
tree; after I took the tree the hounds circled around and barked until the catch 
dog came up; when the catch dog carne up some Johnnies came up also, and 

.demanded that I should come down; I told them to tie that dog and that I 
.would' come down, but not before; they said they would tie one of the other 
dogs; I said no, that they should tie up the catch dog; they tied him and I 
came down; the hounds did not touch me-I knew they would not-for the 
reason that I used to catch nigl!,'ers myself with them, and so knew all about 
them; I was bronght back to Andersonville prison and taken to Wirz's quar
tel's; I was ordered by him to be put in the stocks, where I remained for four 
dayR, with my feet placed in a block and llnothel' lever placed over my legs, 
with 'my arms thrown back, and a chain running across the arms; I l'emained 
fOU1:days there in the sun; that was my punishment for trying to get away from 
:the pl'ison. At the same time a young man was placed in the stocks-the third 
man from, me; he died there; he was a little sick when he went in, and he died 
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there; I do nr,t know his nall)e; if I heard it, I have forgotten it;. this occurred 
about the last of A.ugust or the first qf September, 1864; I am certain he died; the 
negroes took him out of ·the stocks after he was dead, threw him into the 
wagon, and hauled him away. 

A PRISONER SHOT BY WIRZ. 

Q. Do you know anything about. the prisoner having shot a prisoner of war 
tIl ere at any time? 

A. He shot a young fellow named William Stewart, a private belonging to 
the 9th Minnesota infitlJtry. He and I went out of the stockade with a dead 
body, and after laying the dead b(,dy in the dead-house Captain Wirz rode up 
to us and asked by what authority we were out there or what we were aoing 
there. Stewart said we were there by proper authorHy. Wirz e<tid no more, 
but drew a revolver and shot the mfln. After he was killed the gUl:!rd took 
from the body abont twenty or thirty dollars, and Wirz took the money from 
the guard and rode off, telling the guard to take me to prison. 

Q. Are you sure about that? 
A. If I was not I would not speak it. 
Q. By whose orders did you come out with the dead body? 
A. It was my determination-I don't know whether it was Stewart's or 

not-to get away again. For that reason we went out. We begged for the 
dead body. 

Q. Do you know whether that was the time that Lieutenant Davis had some
thing to do with th~ prison? 

A. I recollect now that Lieutenant Davis oOrdered the sergeants of each 
detachment to detail men to carry out of the stockade the dead bodies of men 
b~longing to that d'etachment. 
, Q. State what Captain Wirz had in his hand when he shot that soldier. 

A. He had a revolver; whether a navy pistol or not I don't know; it was a 
large pistol. . 

Q. How near was he to him? 
A. About eight feet from him, I think. 
Q. Where did the ball take effect in your comrade? 
A. In the breast. He died right there where he .vas shot. 
Q. Were you at the time attempting to make your escape? 
A. No, sir; bnt it was my intention if I could, to do so. I was not ,~ttempt

ing it at that time, nor was Stewart 
Q. How far were you from the dead-house? 
A. About fifty yards-about half the distance from the stockade to the dead 

house; a little off and to one side of it. 
Q. You do not know whether Lieutenant Davis had a partial command there 1 
A. I think that in September Captain Wirz was relieved temporarily by 

Lieutenant Davis on account of ill health, for about two weeks, probably. ' 
Q. Of the fact of Wirz committing this particular .offence, you are certain? 
A. I am, sir. 
Q. Did you state the time wh€'n Stewart was shot 1 
A. It was about the middle of September, after I got out of the stocks. 
Q. When testifying with reference to the man on the white horse, you said· 

sometlJing about not being able to identify him; had you any difficulty after
wards in identi(ying Captain Wirz ? 

A. The first time I knew such a man in the prison, I heard Lieu,\enant Davis 
call the name at the gate. He said, "Captain Wirz, come down this way." 
looked at the man and asked the boys if it was not the commander of the 
Andersonville prison. 

'rhe judge advocate called upon the prisoner to stand up for identification. 

I 
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The prisoner, who was lying on a lounge, partly raised himself, turning his' 
face to the witness '. 

Q. Do you \:ecognize that man as the person who shot your comrade? 
A. That is the man.
 
'fhe prisoner attempted to say something in contradiction of the witness, but
 

was not permitted by the court. 
The judg-e advocate requested the prisoner to stand up on his feet. 
The 'prisoner having complied with the judge advocate's request, the witness 

looked at him and said, "I think that is the man." 
Q. 'l'he person ,~h?m {'au hav? been talkin~ abo~tt, you were afterwards in 

the habit of recogmzmg III the prison as Captam Wll'Z 1 . 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you recollect whether the man who shot your comrade had a foreign 

accent 1 
A. I took him to be a German or a foreigner by his talk, for this reason: 

when I was pnt in the stocks he said to me, "Cott tam you, I fix you." For 
that reason I took him to be a foreigner or a Dutchman. 

(See testimony of witness in regard to" private property taken from prisoners," 
in connection with the identification of Captain Wirz as the person. who shot 
Stewart.) 

THREATS OF WIRZ. 

There came an order to parole the sick soldiers there; they were to be 
removed from that prison and all the prisoners were to be brought to the gate. 
It being late in the afternoon and the roads being very muddy, I requested 
Captain Wirz to permit me to aid these men in get illg to the cars. His reply 
waS that when we were peeded he would call upon us. He said to Lieuten
ant Davis, "If any of t~le meu refuse to go, or if they lie down on the road on 
their way to the cars, bayonet them." I have seen mftny poor soldiers bayo
neted there by the guards when they were crawling on their hands and knees 
to the cars. I heard one of the surgeons ask C1J,ptaill Wirz one day when he 
was going to remove these Yankees Said he, "Damn those Yankees; they 
will all be dead ill a few days, any how." 'l'hat was, I think, some time in 
November or December, 1864. 
. , 

MEN -&(TTE:"< BY THE DOGS. 

~ knew It young man being bronght to the stockade after being canght by the 
hounds. I wt'ut out to see him and asked him what was the matter. He told 
me he was caught by blood-hounds and torn very badly. Part of his cheek 
was torn off, and his arms and hands and legs gnawed up so that the man only 
lived some twenty-foul' hours after he came into the stockade. 'rhat was in 
October, 1864, I think. I do not know the date exactly, when I left Ander
sonville. I got.to 'Savannah, Georgia, in December, lS64. I do not know the 
name of .theman who' was bi~tten by the dogs and who died in the stackade. 

VACCINATION. 

I saw men there who had been vaccinated. It affected their arms. The 
sores began just to rot around" and to eat in until it got to the bone. They 
gen~rally lost the arms. I saw men vaccinated on the top of the foot. The 
sores circled around the foot and got into the leg, when they died. I saw two 
cases of deaths caused by that. A great number of the men who had been 
vaccinated had their arms amputated. 

. Cross~examined by COUNSEL: 
.~y home j8 in Randolph county, in the State of Indiana. I believe in re

ligIOn. I believe there i8 such a thing as puni"hment after death. As near as I 
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can recollect I was taken prisoner on the 10th of June, 1864, and· was removed 
immediately to Andersonville, Georgia. I do not know exactly the date I ar
rived at Andersonville. I was taken prisoner on the 5th of June, near Gun
town, Mississippi, and was removed immediately to Andersonville. I do not 
know how long after my capture I was removed to Andersonville; it was as fast as 
they could get cars to move us. I do not think it was long"r than a week. 
did belong 'to seveml raiding parties that were sent out. I did not belong 
to any at the time of my capture. I was taken in battle, in the first line that 
was drawn up in the morning. Underwood was captured with me; a young 
man belonging to my regiment. There were others who were taken at the same 
fight. There were from six to nine hundred prisoners along with us. They 
were not all captured at the same time, but at the same battle near Guntown, 
Mississippi. Some of them were taken fifty or sixty miles back· in Tennessee, 
as they were retreating back to Memphis, by their statement. I was tempo
rarily sent ont by Oaptain Brannon aud Colonel Brown, and by the officers 
flanking on each side reconnoitering. Vole have often gone out on raids in regi
ments. 1 was not under Kilpatrick or Stoneman. 

PRIVATE PROPRRTY TAKEN FROM PRISO:-lERS. 

Before we got to Andersonville I had been searched over some two or three 
times. At every s!ation we got to they wonld have something hom us if they 
could get it. When we arrived atAlldersonville we were searched again. They 
took a pocket-book from me and the coat which 1 wore at that time. My 
boots wei'e taken on the field when I was captured. I do not recollect 
that I had a blanket. I will not be positive, but I don't think I did have. 
'I'hey did not take anything else from me that I know of'. It was a cav
alry coat that was taken from me. Ii wasn't a regular uniform furnished by 
the government, but it was government goods which I bought myself from the 
store. I saw an officer riding on a white horse the day I arrived at Anderson
ville. I believe it was the same day. We got there, 1 think, on the 10 o'cluck 
traiu, and I think it was about the middle of the day. I saw that man after
wards. I could not at that time tell whether it was Captain Wirz or not, 
because I never had heard his name. I will not be positive whether it was Oap' 
tain Wirz at that time or not. I knew him about two weeks after 1 went to the 
prison. I saw him when I first went there, at the prison gate. 'rhe next place 
I saw him was inside the stockade, at the time Lieutenant Davis called him to 
one side and took him the other road. I cannot say whether it was or not the 
same man whom I first saw on the gray horse. 1 would not wish to say. 

Q. You say you went with a man named Underwood to a sutler 1 
A. I do not kuow what he was; he had some sort of 11 store, and I supposed 

him to be a sutler. It was inside the stockade. Flour anLl all kinds of vegetable 
stuff that could be got at that time were iu there for sale. There was a man ap' 
pointed there, but who he was I do not know. I never learned his name. It was 
a'ooard shanty erected there on purpose for that business. I stood at the front. 
of the window, on the outside. 'I'he window was a mere hole. U uderwood stood 
with me wheu he asked for this shirt or something to wrap his wound with. 
'I'hen we moved inside, when the man told him he could have it. It wus abollt 
ten by eight feet, perhaps larger. I did not say Underwood asked for medicine, 
only something to wrap his wonnd with. He asked the man who kept the sut
ler's store. I do not know who he was. I do not know to what he belonged, 
He wore white pants. The stuff Underwood got looked to be au old piece ot 
shirt. After Underwood saw what he was going to get, I told him he had bet
ter take it, because he could not get anything else, and that would probably do " 
him some good. After I had spoken this to Underwood vVirz told him that !J6 ..~ 
could not have it unless he paid him for it. That was the reason he asked hl!l1'j 

.j 
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for the money. That was about the last of June, I think. 'rhe sntler's stand 
was neal' the north gate. 'l'here was one down neal' the gate, at the north gate. 
It was probably about a week after I first went to the stockade that I heard 
Lientenant Davis call Captain Wirz by name. I heard the men call him Lieu
tenant Davis, and I have seen him a hundred times. He was 'a small man; a 
very neat man; a beautiful fellow with a sandy complexion and a nice appear
ance. He was a very genteel looking man, and very much of a gentleman. 
do not know whether Captain Wirz kept that money himself or gave it to his 
wife and children. I saw him take it, and the last I saw of it he had it. If I 
had not been sure that that was the man whom Lieutenant Davis called. Captain 
Wirz I would not have told it. I do not know whether it was the man I saw 
on the gray horse. I diel uot notice that man much. About four days or a 
week after I went to the prison, I first heard Lieutenant Davis mention Cap
tain Wirz's name. Some of the Belle Island prisoners were there, and said one 
of them, on seeing the two men ride in at the gate, "There comes Davis and 
Captain Wirz." I .liftecl. my eyes and l')Q.kerl at them: an,d I heard Lieutenant 
Davis say to Captam WU'z, "Let us go thIS way, captatn;' and they went down 
around what they called the dead-line. 

Q. And from that time you knelv Captain Wirz ? 
A. I knew the man when I saw him. I took a grlOd look at him, and I 

turned round and asked the men whether that man had charge of the Ander
sonville prison, and they said he had. He roc1e on the inside of the dead-line, 
and I was on the outside. 

By the COD RT : 

I would say that the prisoner at the bar, to the best of my.knowledge, is the 
Rame person that I saw with Lientenant Davis when the two entered the stock
ade. 'rhe prisoner was riding a sorrel horse, I think. I am not sure it was a 
sorre1:' 

THg DOGS. 

By COUNSEL: 

I escaped from the stockade some time in August. I dug out right w~ere 
tIle water comes into the stockade. It was right by the side of the water where 

·Igofout. About eighteen prisoners got out with me. 'l'hey were not all 
recaptured. I was recaptured. I was about eighteen miles from the prison, I 
think, when I was recaptUored. I was captured by blood-hounds. I do not 
know to whom they belonged. I do not know who it was with them. He was 
a Johnny. I do not know the man who kept the dogs at the stockade. The 
dogithad no chance to bite me. I took to the tree. I had a good deal of fun 
catching niggers. I said I was acquainted with blood-hounds, as I used to use 
theil\ myself. For that reason I went up a tree. I knew what they would do. 
When I came down the tree they did not bite me, for the catch-dog was tied. 
Ifhe took hold they would all take hold. The men tied the catch-dog, and 
that. was all I wanted. I caught negToes in Hardie connty, Virginia. I used 
ot,have real good sport there at it. 

A PRISONgR SHOT BY WIRZ. 

Q. In what part of the stockade was your tent? 
A. 'rhere was no such name there as tent. There was what we called streets
 

there, and my place was on the north part.
 
Q. Where was William Stewart's place? 
A. Right along with me in the same detachment. 
Q. -Where did you get that dead body that you brought ant 1 
A. I got it in my detachment on the north side of the brook, 
Q. Through what gate did yon carry that dead body out? 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--26 
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A. Through the south gate; we were not allowed tot81,e' men out by the 
-north gate. , 

Q. How came you to carry that man out? 
A. Lieutenant Davis had ordered the sergeants that whenever a man died in 

a detachment, the sergeant .of the detachment should detail men to take tIle 
body out. I was there, and I thought jf I could get away by going out, I 
would go out, of course. 

Q. Did you get a pass? 
A. We went up to the gate with the dead man. anu, of course, they passed 

us out. 
Q. What time of the day was that ? 
A. ALout,dinller time; about the middle of the day. 
Q. How far did you carry the body? ' 
A. From there to the dead-house, which was about one hundred yards from' 

the prison. It may have been a little farther, and, perhaps, not so far. 
Q. Was anybody along with you at the time you went out with the dead 

body? 
A. Yes; a young man whose name was Stewart. 
Q. Anybody ehe beside him? 
A. Not that I know of. There was no any around. there in a United States 

uniform. 
Q. Was there any body at the dead-house when' you went there? 
A. I tbink there were a couple of negroes, who were engaged in hauling 

away tbe dead. 
Q. Did you deliver the dead body there? 
A. We delivered it at tbe dead-bouse, not exactly putting it into the dead-

house, because the line of dead bodies extended out from the dead-honse.
 
Q'. Where· were you when you met Captain Wirz?
 
A. About half tbe distance between the stockade and the dead-house.
 
Q, Were there any of our soldiers near you?
 
A. If there were they were inside the stockade. I saw some men aronnd 

there, but they bad not on our nniform. 
Q. How many did you see? 
A. I did not count them; there may have been from five to twenty. I did 

see some men about,	 but I did not take pains to count them.
 
Q.. Describe the circumstances once more,
 
A. Captain Wirz rode up and asked us by what 'authority we were out there. 

I was going to speak, when Etewart spoke up and said that we were out by, 
proper authority. Captain Wirz immediately drew a revolver and shot Stewart, 
After he was shot the guard--

Mr. tlCHADE. Never mind that; you have told us that before. 
Q. Was that all that Stewai'd or you said before Captain Win!; shot Steward? 
A. I was talking with the guard at the time he lode up. 
Q. Was the guard with you? 
A. The guard was with us.	 - .. 
Q. You stated yesterday that you went alone with the dead body to the dead 

llOuse? 
A. I did not so state. The guard was with us. (To the Court.) By the guard 

I mean a sentiuel. 
Q. And when Captain Wirz came, Steward told him you were tl;ere by 

proper authority? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did anything elEe pass between you?
 

. A. Nothing else that I recollect.
 
Q. "Vas anything else said or done? 
A. I think Captain Wirz made some remark like this; II Damn you, 
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t31k that. way tc) me, do'yon~" I think that ,vas what was said, but I am not 
positive.

Q. How close were you to Oaptain Wirz 1 
A. I was standing right close. '1'here was one of us on one side of the 

guard and one on the other. At the time he rode up, the guard stepped off 
and made us go in front. There were other men around, but we were the only 
two United States soldiers present.

Q. Do you mean to say Oaptain Wirz shot. Steward while he was protected 
by the gnard ? 

A. Yes, sir; he was under guard at the time. . 
Q. And Oaptain Wirz shot Steward simply because he said" that you were 

~ut, by proper authority?" 
A. Whether he shot him because he said that to him, or because he was a 

Yankee, I do not know. I leave tbat to himself; but that was all that Steward 
said to him, 

Q. There was nothing else done or said 1 
A. Not that I know of. 
Q. How many guards were present 1 
A. When we went out there were two guards with us; on anI' return there 

was but one. I do not know where the other guard was. I was talking to the 
guard. I acknowledge that I was trying to bribe that fellow-trying to get 
away. 

,. Q. Did Oaptain Wirz know anything about your intention to get away 1 
A. Not that I know of. If he heard it, he must have got it from some one 

who told him, but I never told anybody. 
Q. '1'0 what regiment,did the guard belong 1. 
A. I do not know. I never asked Johnnies to what regiment they belonged . 

.[ didn't talk to them only when I wanted to get away. Then I was a little 
polite to them.' . . 

'Q. How far is the dead· house from the stockade? 
A. About It hundred yards. 
Q. Did you ever carry out bodies there before I 
A. That'was the first I ever took out, I believe. 
Q. Was it the last 1 
A. I think it was. 
Q. '1'hen you do not know whether it was customary for guards to accompany 

men when they were carryIng out bodies to the dead-house 1 
A. It was customary. If there were two or three men going out, there was 

,a guard sent to each man. The guard would bring them back to 'the sergeant 
of the guard, and they wonld be put back into. the stockade. 

Q. What was done or said after the shooting of Steward 1 
A. Oaptain Wirz told the guard to see what he had. The guard examined 

him and found twenty or thirty dollars with him. I think it was thirty dollars. 
,Capta:in Wil'z took it from the guard, and ordered the guard to take me back to 

prisori. . 
Q. How many persons were present at that time 1 
A. I did not count them. I know that there were two came up after the 

, man was killed. I think that was all who came near. 
Q. What time of the day was it when Steward wa~ killed?
 

, ,A; About the middle of the day, I think. .
 
Q. And there was no other person present but yon and Oaptain 'VVirz ?, 
A. There was me and the guard, Oaptain Wilz and the man he killed. I 

l:Ihould state that two or three other men came up aftel' Steward was killed. 
Q. Oould not the sentinels on the top of the stockade see you 1 
A. They could have seen me from the gate.
Q. How far 'from the bake-house did this occur? 
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A. There was a house they called the cook-house which stood about .tw:o 
hundred yards from the dead-house, or it might be farther. 

Q. Was it between the cook·house and the dead-house that this occurred 1 
A. No. It was between the stockade and the dead-house. 
Q. Was it nearel' to the stockade than it was to the bake-house? 
A. I would say it was, ' 
Q. What day did that happen 1 
A. It was just as much as I could do to keep the month, let alone the day. 

I do not know the dny, and would not wish to say, becanse I could not be pos
itive. 

Q. What time did you finally leave the prison 1 
A. I do not know what month I left Andersunville, but I got away from 

Savannah in November or December. 
Q. :From where did you escape 1 
A. From Savannah, Georgia: 
Q. Have you not got an idea as to what month it was you made your escape 1 
A. I think it was in November or December. I recollcct lying for two weeks 

at the house of a lady in Savannah, whose name is Maggie Dowd. She is from 
Brooklyn, New York. She concealed me until General Sherman arrived at 
tlwt place. 

Q. How long was that after you left Andersonville? 
A. I do not know exactly how long it was. 
Q. Can you not state how many weeks it was after you left Andersonville 

that you got to Savannah? . 
A. 1 would say it was about two weeks. It probably may not hav~ been so 

long. We were stopped on the road at different stations. I do not know 
exactly how long'it took us to go there. 

Q, How long were you at Andersonville prison altogether 1 
A. From June, 1864, till October or November, 1864, aboHt five months. 
Q. How long before you left Andersonville did the shoo'ting of Steward take 

place? 
A. It was some time before I left; it may have been two months, or it may 

not have been so long. 
Q. When did thc shooting of Steward take place 1 
A. 'I'hat was in September; I would not be certain what part of the month. 

I know that it was aftcr I had been in the stocks, and I was in the stocks the 
last of August I was in the stocks for four days. It may have been the mid
dle of September, or it may have been later. tlometimes a man could not even 
keep the track of the months therc, and therefore I will not be positive on oath 
about the date. I want to be sure on my oath when I .speak. 

Q. How long we] e you in prison after the shooting affair? 
A, I may have been there two months. I went away among the last of the 

prisoners who went away from there. . 
Q. After your friend was shot and Gaptain Wirz ordered you to be put In. 

.prison, how long did you remain in prison? 
A. About two months ;prolJably not so long. 
Q. I do not mean in stockade; but I mean in prison, as a punishment? 
A. I was only put in the stockade. . 
Q. Then Captain Wirz did nothing else to you but order you back into the 

stockade? . . 
A. 'I'hat is all. 
Q. Did you see Lieutenant Davis at the time the shooting took place? 
A. Not that I know of. , 
Q. Did you see him after you got back again 1 
A. Yes, sir; I saw him afterwards. 
Q. After the shooting took place? 
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A. Yes, I saw him at Savannah, Georgia, and I also saw him take charge of 
the prisoners at the gate. , 

Q. Did you see him at Andersonville prison after the shooting 1 
A. Yes, I saw him at the gate. 
(See testimony of witness in regard to " private p,roperty taken from prison

ers," in connection with the identification of Captain Wirz as the person who 
shot Steward.) 

THE SUFFERINGS of THE PRISONERS. 

The witness, by permission of the court" made the following additional state
lllent: 

I wish to state a few words with regard to the punishment of the prisoners. 
The rations which the men received in the day were a small quantity of corn
bread, sometimes meal, Rometimes rice, sometimes what they called boiled mush
half boiled. In addition to that, we got some rice soup sometimes, beef heads 
of c~ttle that were spoiled, with maggots 011 them. We also got beef that was 
cooked np and 'made soup ufo The soldiers wonld take it in their caps or hats. 
We were served with salt twiee a week; that wa5 put in the men's hands by 
the sergeants of each sqnad. They took and ate it just the same as stock are 
salted. We got wood about the size of a yard-stick, and as thick as a man's 
finger. Sometimes we got none. I recollect that on the 3d of J nly, 1864. 
there came an order into the stockade to prepare ourselves the next day for a 
big dinner we were to get. We all felt well, but on the 4th of J nly we got 
nothing. I am sure and certain, on my oath, that I have seen at times thousands 
and thousands of hands atretched forth to one man in the sentry-box, begging 
for his dinner. I have seen men shot under the dead-line. I have also seen 
men shot in the brook. At the time Stoneman made his raid there was a shot 
:fired over the prison. When new prisoners came into the stockade, we were 
not permitted to warn them of their danger in regard to the dead-line. They 
would immediately run to the brook for fresh water, would probably get over 
the dead-line, and be fired upon by the sentries I have seen as high as six or 
seven men killed and wounded at that place. Besides that, I have heard shriek
ing and holloing day and night, and have seen men falling and dying in every 
direction. At the prison gate there is a graveyard. close at hand, where I can 
s!ifely say that tweh'e thousand of our brave boys are buried in the Georgia 
sand, and from nothing else but sheer starvation. 'I'hey died from starvation 
and vaccination. I heard a young man call his father up to him, and say to 
him. "Father, wheu you get horne, tell them that I die from want." 

'l'he COURT, That will do. 

THE pm,YEIl OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TO GIlANT Fl'RLOIIGHS. 

SEPTEMBER 23, 1865. 
Captain J. H. WRIGHT, recalled for the prosecution: 
I was a lieutenant in the 55th Georgia regiment. I was captured at Cumber

land Gap, subsequently made my escape, and was sent to Andersonville, with 
.the remnant of my regiment, as quartermaster for the troops there. I was in 
the rebel service. I arrived at Andersonville in February, 1864, and remained 
there until the following February. I know the prisoner, Captain Wirz. He 
took command of the prison the latter part of March, or the first of April. He 
~ontinued in command till I left. I know something about his giving or apprOY7 
lUg furloughs. In absence of the post commander, he assume<l command of 
th;y post, and furloughs that were sent up by the regimental officers, approved 
~ythem, were countersigned by Captain Wirz. I know of Captain Wirz giv
mgfurlonghs to 'his superior officers in rank. I don't remember certainly'having 
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seen furloughs given to superior officers, but 1 know superior officers have ob
tained furloughs when he was in command of tllC post. '1 have never seen hini 
sign furloughs-such furloughs, but presume he did so, as 1 have seen him sign 
furloughs approved by them for their men.-(See testimony in regnrd to shoot
ing of prisoners by the guards.) 

THB POSSIBILITY OF MAKING SfmLTER FUR THB PRISONERS. 

The extension of the stockade was made under the direction of Colonel Per
sons. 1 superintended the work voluntarily. '1'he prisoners did the work 
themselves. 1 think 1 had about one hundred white men and thirty colored 
troops under my charge. Those hundred men were prisoners of war-Union 
soldiers. The stockade was extended about eleven acres, if 1 remember cor
rectly; about one-third or a little more. If 1 remember correctly, the original 
stockade was about seventeen acres, and it was extended over a third. It took 
a little over three weeks, 1 think, to complete the job. We used nothing but 
axes, spades, and shovels; plenty of them were on hand at the time. I never 
had any want of them. Captain W. S. Winder marked out the prison and laid 
it out. I made requisitions for money on the authorities at Richmond when I 
was quartermaster. I made a requisition of $75,000 to payoff the troops that 
were there in April, 1864. In our service, then, the quartermasters did the 
duties of paymasters. That money came. Captain R. B. Winder told me the 
money was sent through him to me, and that he had used the money. I never 
received that money. I do not know how he used it; he m~rely told me he had 
used the money. and had made a requisition himself, for money, and that when 
he received it he would replace the $75,000, which he did·-a portion of it in 
the latter part of September. Captain R. B. Winder told me that he had nO 
orders to report to any quartermaster at aU; that he reported directly to Rich-· 
mond, and received his instructions from Richmond. He told me that aU the 
quartermasters in that vicinity had been ordered by the quartermaster general 
to furnish him what supplies he needed-to fill his requisitions. While I was
there, there never was any difficulty about getting negroes. I remember the 
time the engineer came there to build the fortifications, 1 know he had a great 
many negroes; I do not know the number. This was in July or August; I 
think the latter part of July. I succeeded Captain R. B. Winder-that is,.r 
was left there temporarily until a man could be sent there. He left there m 
October. He had aU the tools and matters of that kind, in his possession, sent, 
to Millen, and aU the transportation. He left me a few old horses and ambu
lances and wagons. I had to go to work and get up what transportation I could 
afterwards, myself. I got a few old broken-down mules from the convalesce~t 
camp; they generally commenced dying in a few days. 1 had no difficnlt'y'In 
getting axes when I made requisition for them. Captain Wirz made requisItIOn 
on me for axes, and I had no difficulty ill getting them. I think I left seventy
five axes there. 

EFFORTS OF LADIES TO RBNDER ASSISTA,",CE TO THB PRISONERS. 

I remember the time an effort wa~ made by the ladies of Americus to senil:' 
in provisions to the prisoners. I was at the depot when the provisions arriv.ed, . 
and Captain Reed, the provost marshal, told Dr. Head, who was with the ladles, 
that the provisions could not go in. He spoke with an oath, and told them" he 
would be damned if they should go in," and told them that" he would c.onfi~~' 
cate them," or something of that kind. Dr. Head went to see General Wmdeh 
but what passed between them on the ,subject I do not know. R. B. Winder;,i 
was present at the depot, and several officers; half a dozen of them were stand~t~ 
ing on the platform. I remember 'Winder's entering into conversation with the;,~ 

.iI 

~~ 
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officers, when this man Stevens cureed Dr. Head, but Ida not remember what 
he said. Most of the officers entered into conversation abo'ut it, but T cannot 
say what passed. 

rHE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

"Vant of transportation was the reason why there was not sufficient fuel fur
nished to the prisoners there. They could have been supplied by allowing the 
men to go out under guard; they were willing to go and" tote" it, for them
selves if they could have got out. I saw no reason why they could not do so. 

THE POWER OF CAPTAIN WIltZ TO GRANT FURLOUGHS. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I could not tell how often Captain Wirz was commandant of the prison: 

whelllwer the regular commandants of the post were absent for any time. 'I.'hat 
did not occur for any great length at a time; they never could be absent for 
more than a day or two at a time. I know that thirty days' furloughs were 
uiven to confederate soldiers. I know they have been given by Captain Wirz, 
~r approved by him at least. Let mel correct that; I willl10t say thirty days' 
furloughs, because he had no authority to give thirty-day furloughs-seven. 
days' furlGughs. I do not think the commander of the post had any right to 
give furloughs for longer than seven days. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATF. : 

That is my recollection. 

By COUNSEL: 
After General Winder came there he had authority to give thirty days' 

furloughs, and I suppose when Captain Wirz was acting in his place he 
could give' such furloughs, but when Colonel Persons was there he had 
authority to give only seven days' furloughe, and when Captain Wirz was act
ing in his place he could onlygive seven days' furloug-hs. When the soldiers 
who did guard duty wanted to get furloughs, th6Y applied to the commander of 
the post; it went up, generally, from the officer commanding the company, ap· 
proved by the officer commanding the regiment, and t.hen by the commander of 
the post. He could apply to Captain vVirz for a furlough if he ~ommanded the 
post, but if Captain Wirz did not command the post, he had no right to grant 
furloughs. to any such soldiers applying for furloughs, unless he was commander 
of the post, if I understood it rightly.-(See testimony in regard to shooting of 
prisoners by the gnards.) 

THE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

.Q. Whose business was it to bring the fuel together for the prisoners 1 
A. I cannot tell you pow it was arranged when Captain Winder was there. 

I know that after I took charge they required me to fnrnish Captain Wirz with 
such wagons as he wanted. He would make requisitions on me for so many 
wagons for rations, so many for fnel, and such things_ 

Q. COlild you fill such requisitions? 
A. Yes; he knew what transportation I had, and he regulated his requisitions 

proportionately. I gave llim all I had. I used ambulance horses to do all the 
other hauling, and worked the transportation to its ntmost extent to snpply the 
prisoners. I did not have sufficient t.ransIJonation; I never h3.q; I could not 
get it. 
: Q. In the winter of 1865, did he not come to your office, stating that he must 

have more transportation; that it was very cold, and that the prisoners w:ere 
freezing? . 

(Objected to by the judge advocate, and question withdrawn.) . 



408 TRIAL OF HENRY' WIRZ. 

SEPTEMBER 23, 1865. 
LEWIS DYER, (colored,) for the pr.osecution : 
I have been in the military service of the United Slates about fifteen months, 

in the 12th United States colored troops;' I am still in the service; 1 am 
stationed at the Sanitary Home; I am not under medical treatment. 

TREATMENT OF UNITED STATES COLORED SOLDIERS AT ANDERSONVILLE. 

I was a prisoner at Andersonville about nine montlls; from about the 29th 
of July, 1864, till February 2d, 1865; I estimate that to be about pine months, 
may be eight months; I have given the dates of' my arrival and of myleaving 
there correctly; I was there during the summer and winter. I was at work a 
.part of the time I was there inside the fort digging a well; I stayed inside the 
fort, I guess, very near a month; I went from there back to the stockade and 
was working outside, and then I went to the hospital, and from there I went to 
Dr. vVhite's bouse as a servant; I wns never a servant in Oaptain Wirz's house; 
I wa::> Dr. vVhite's servant about two months, I guess; I wasn't employed any 
other way; I never worker! in the graveyard; I wellt to the graveyard; there 
wei'e colored men employed there; j was neYer at the graveyard wl~en any of 
the confederate officers wQuld come out there; they served out mule meat to us 
part of the time in the winter; I know it wns mule mpat from the grain and 
from thfl l'ibs; I never received anything for the extra labor I performed as a 
'servant there; I was never whipped there. 

NEGRO SOLDIERS WHIPPED BY WIHZ'S OHDERS. 

I know a man that was whipped, or two men; Isaac Hawkins was sti'ipped 
and got 250 lashes by order pf Captain Wir:~; he ordered him to have 500; he 
was a colored man; I cannot tell exactly when that occurred; another prisoner 
by tIle name of Abc Harris was whipped at Captain Wirz's Luuse; I do not 
know what he was whipped for; I callilot say what Hawkins was whipped for;' 
it 'yas said he was whipped for forging a pass; 1 do not know anything about 
it; I do not know that I ever saw Captain Wirz do anything (Jut of the way 
to any prisoner at all; I call whipping out of the way; I never saw but one 
man whipped, and that was Hawldns; I did not sec the two whipped who were 
whipped at his house, but they told us at om quarters that they were whipped. 

PROPOSITIONS MADE TO PRISONERS TO JOIN THE REBEL ARMY. 

Q. Did Captain Wirz ever make any propositions to the colored soldiers in 
regard to their leaving the United Btates service? If so state what they were. 

A. Nothing that I l;oow of, more than he said he wanted the colored soldiers 
there to join their army ; that they would starve all the wlIite prisoners and 
make them join us; he said they would parole us and let us take the oath, and 
that we could choose OUl' masters down there; he did not make propositiolls of 
this kind with regard to our white soldiers; I never heanl him say anything in 
regard to white soldiers, but his men who came dOlVn to our quarters told us he 
was going to starve ali the damned Yankees in the stockade or make them join 
the southern army; some of the guards al'onqd the stockade came t.o our quarters 
and told us so; they gave that as au order of Captain vVirz. . 

THg SUPPLIES FRO]\! THE NORTH. 

'l'here \vas a lot of cll)thing came there that came from Richmond sanitary 
commission clothing; there were a few articles issued to the paroled men at the 
cook-house, and some to the clerks at Captain Wirz's office, and that waS all·; 
there was issued; I do not know what became of the balance; they did not :,)I 

give us any more; I saw some worn by confederate soldiers; I never saw any • 
given to the men ius ide the stockade. . ~ 
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LETTERS FOR PRISON ERS VESTROYED. 

I have seen three thousand letters that came there; Captain Wirz brought 
them up to Dr. White's office for Captain Reed's wife to read over; she was to 
take out everything in the letters, and then the letters were burned; this was 
while I was a servant at Dr. White's; I have seen money, postage stamps, 
writing paper, needles and thread, and pictures taken from letters; I assistecl in 
burning the letters; they ordered me to burn the letters and I did so; Mrs. 
Reed conducted herself as near right at the time as she could, I belie.ve; she 
made fun of the letters; she read the Yankee letters and said she was going to 
burn them all up; Dr. White was presl'nt sometimes. 

lIU;N BITTEN BY TilE DOGS. 

I saw the hounds at Andersonville nearly every day; I heard them speaking 
of a man being torn by the hounds; I did not see the man; I nevel' observed 
Captain Wirz or the surgeons talking about catching prisoners with the hounds. 

VACCINATION. 

I heard the surgeons make remarks in regard to what they were doing with 
the Yankees. I heard them talk about it at nights; one would say, " I poi
soned so many Yankees to-day;" OIle would say he poisoned five, and another 
ten. 'l'hey would be laug'hing and drinking and talking that way over it. I 
did not recognize Dr. White in any of these conversations. 'l'he surgeons 
would be at his llOuse sometimes at night, and would be going on in that way. 
That was while I was a servant at Dr. vVhite's. I never heard Captain Wirz 
join in any of these conversations. I never received any compensation from Dr. 
White; he Ilevel' made any proposition to pay me. Captain Wirz ordered me 
to him as a servant; r was there about two months, I do not know that I ever 
heard Oap\ain Wirz give any particular order to the surgeons with regard to 
vaccination, more than tIlat they were to vaccinate the men in the stockade on 
account of small-poJ(. I never heard Captain ",Virz talk of it with the surgeons
I have not heard anything more than some of the doctors say they were going 
to vaccinate all the Yankees tlJPre, and kill them off, or take their arms off. 'l'hey 
were the same doctors I would hear laughing about poisoning the prisoners. I 
never heard Captain vVirz say anything about the vaccination. I have noticed the 
result of the vaccination; I have seen men going around who had been vaccin
ated, and two or three days after all their arms would be eaten out, and their 

.arms would have to be taken off. 

TREATMENT OF UNITED STATES COLORED SOLDIERS AT ANDERSONVILLE. 

Oross-examined by COUNSEL: 
We would come out of the stockade during the day, and then go back at 

night. After digging the well ill the fort, I returned to the stockade; I did not 
\ do anything in the stoekade till the morning; I came ont again; I never dug 
any wells ill~ide the stockade; I was treated just the same as any of the rest
.jqst the same as all the prisoners were treated, I was treated tolerably wen 
while I was at Dr. White's bouse, but I got the same rations that I got at the 
stockade. I never reeeived any ill-treatment from Captain vVirz. 

NEGRO SOLDIERS WHIPPED BY WIRZ'S ORDERS. 

I saw only one man whipped, and that was Hawkins. I do' nOG know the 
reason why he was whipped. Harris, the man who was whipped, was a colo:,.ed 
s~ldier; I did nOG see him whipped; I did not see any other colored men 
wpipped; I,did not see any white IIlen whipped, but I have known it to be done. 



410 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE :'\IORTH. 

Q. How do you know that the clothing you. saw some confederates wearing 
was that sent from Richmond 1 

A.· That mis what was marked on the boxes. I saw the boxes; I saw the 
clothing' when it came there;. I knew it was the same clothing because it 
was new clothing, and I knew they had no other way to get it do,vn there. 

I.ETTERS FOR PRISO:\,ERS DESTROYED. 

I saw a large nnmber of letters opened; it was done at Dr. 'Vhite's. I do 
not know thllt it was customary to open all lettera sent to prisoners; I never 
saw any opened there before. I cannot tell to whom the letters were directed; 
dlCy were addressed to the prisoners. I cannot remember when I saw the letters 
opened; it was along in the latter part of the' snmmer. I think there were 
about 25,000 or 30;000 prisoners there when those letters arrived. 

By the COURT: 

I saw about three hundred or four hundred dollars in money taken from the 
letters at Dr. White's house. '1'he money was greenbacks and silver. Mrs. 
Reed kept it there in a box until the prison was broken up. There was no 
memorandum made of what letters the things came out of; she just opened 
them, took the things ont, and threw the letters aside, 

, AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PROSECUTION AND DEFENCE AS TO RECORDS IN 

EVIDENCE. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. '1'here are some letters in the letter-book of the pris
oner to which I had intended to call attention; but as an agreement in regard 
to the recorda has just been entered into between the counsel for the defence 
and Major Hosmer antI myself, we will nOL at this time call any special atten
tion to the records or any part of them. I will read that agreement, that it may 
be entered on the records: . 

MILITARY COMMISSION, 
September 23, 1865. 

It is agreed by counsel for the prisoner and the judge advocates for the government that 
the following records be admitted in evidence, to wit: 

Hospital Hegister and Indexes; 
Death Register; 
Journal kept by Henry vVirz; 
Letter Book of Henry Wirz ; and such other records of the Andersonville prison as may be 

found hereafter, with the condition, however, viz., that the records so introduced in evidence 
be op~n to such ?bjection as may be legally interposed by either party, !\lld with the under
standlllg that nmther party shall.be bound by said records except so far as they may leg-ally 
and properly so bind him. The purpose in so iutroducing said records beinD' only to assist 
the ,court in arriving at. the truth. ' C , 

N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel, 8,-c., Judge Advocate. 

O. L. BAKER, 
Counsel for Henry Wirz. 

, Mr.. BAKER requested that the judge advocate specify any particular letters 
to whICh he proposed to refer in making out the case for the prosecution, so that 
the defence might be prepared to meet any inferences drawll from them against 
the prisoner. 

'1'he J UOG E ADVOCAT E remarked that it was as improper at this time to .argue 
the evidence presented by the record, as to discuss the testimony given by the 
witnesses. On the argument of the ease the judge advocate would refer to 
such letters as he might c1eem important, and the counsel for the defence could 
do the same. 
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:Mr. BAKER. .As we have to make our argument first, will the judge advo
cate designate, at some time before the argument begins, what letters he pro
poses to refer to 1 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Yes, sir, I will do so. 
The PRESIDENT. 'The judge advocate is bound to do that for the iuforma-' 

tion ot'the court. 

TilE POWER OF CAPTAIN WIR7. TO GRANT FUIlLOUGIIS. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATI>. '{'here is one short letter contained in this letter
book to which I will now direct the attention of the court, as it has reference 
to the power of Captaiu vVirz with regard to the granting of furloughs: 

HEADQUARTERS COMMANDANT OF PRISON, 
Camp Sumter, June 17, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report Lieutenant, vVolfe, company·--, 57th Georgia vol
unteers, as being absent without leave. 

Lieutenant Wolfe was assigned for duty to me by tbe officer commanding post. On Sat
urday last he applied for a furlollgh for two days. On yesterday I received a letter from him 
stating that he could not return, and asking for an extension of his flulougb until Tuesday 
next.
 

I am, captain, most respeCtfully, .yOUl' obedient servant,
 
H. WIRZ, 

Captain Commandin!! Prison, Camp Sumter, Georffia. 
Captain '>V. S. WINDER, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 

(See testimony in regard to shooting of prisoners by the guards.) 

PROPOSITION OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE IN REGARD TO CLOSING THE PROs.
ECUTION . 

. 'l'he JUDGE ADVOCA.TE. The government has fOllr or five witnesses yet re
maining, one or two of whom will be here, it is hoped, on Monday; but as they 
will probably testify to no new facts, we prefer to close, iuformally, to-day, 
with the understanding that such witnesses as may hereafter corne shall be 
allowed to testify, and tbat any new matter, if requiring to be met by proof, 
may be so met by the defence, any necessary time being given for that purpose. 
There will be also certain record evidence connect,ing the Richmond govern
ment with the Andersonville prison, which we shall introduce before the trial 
finally closes. 

The court is aware, also, that we propose to introduce a set of photographs, 
embracing nine or ten views of Andersonville prison, taken on the spot. 

With these reservations, we propose now to close informally. 
Ur. BAKER remarked that it appeared to him that the government was pro

posing to hold in reserve too much important matter. He had no objection to 
the examination, hereafter, of tllOse.four or five witnesses who would testify 011 

'points which had already been goone over-who would give merely cumulative 
evidence; but in reference to the records which may be introduced with regard 
to the Richmond authorities, he could Bcarcely consent that the prosecution 
should close until all sllch evidence had been introduced. 

'l'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. The gentleman makes the same mistake which he 
has made throughout this trial, in supposing that the investigation outside of the 
conduct of Captain vVirz is entirely in his keeping. The fact is that he has no 
right whatever to appear for any person other than Captain Wirz, except, so far 
as it may be necessary to exculpate the prisoner from the charge of conspiracy 
with others. 'l'he counsel has no right to follow the government in it.s pursuit 
of any other persons than Captain Wirz. I say thie that the court may not 
take into consideration the gentleman's objection to the introduction hereafter of 
testimony bearing upon Jefferson Davis, Robert:E. Lee, or any others connected 
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with the late rebel government. This is an investigation which is legitimate 
under charge first; while. the prisoner, I think, has quite enough to do to defend 
himself under charge second. So far as regards his personal relations and con
nection with higher authorities, he is just as competent to defend himself at one 
time as ;mothe,r. He has only to explain his conduct for the past year and a 
half, and if he should succeed in doing so he will have explained away all the 
charges connecting him with the conspira.cy. I hope, therefore, that the court 
will consider favorably the proposition now made on the part of the government 
to close its case with the crmditions stated. I do not see how the prisoner can 
be thereby prejudiced. 

lVIr. BAKER. Anything that the prosecution may choose to introduce which 
does liot affect Captain Wirz, will be, of course, immaterial to me. But the 
allegation in the charge is that the prisoner has conspired with certain persons 
named, and the court insists that he has conspired with certain persons not named. 
Who those persons are we have no means of knowing. But if the judge advo· 
cate will put it upon the record that what he wishes to introduce has nothing to 
do with Captain Wirz, then I have nothing to db with what he intends to intro
duce. ' 

A MEMBER of the COURT. That the judge advocate cannot do, 
::VIr. BA KER. Then, of course, I have the right to insist that whatever has 

anything to do with Captain Wirz I have a right to defend bim ag·aiust. I 
think that I haveauswered the suggestion of the judge advocate clearly and 
fairly. In regard to any evidence affecting Jefferson Davis, or anybody else, 
if it is not connected with my client, I will not take up a moment's time in meet- , 
ing it. But if it may affect my client in any way, then T must insist upon 
every legal right in order to meet it effectually. 'rhis is what I am bound to do. 
The eyes of too many people are upon me for me to admit anything against my 
client. Apart from that I will do with the greatest pleasure anything to accom
modate the judge ad vocate. 

'I'he PRESIDENT. Why does the judge ad.vocate wish permission to introduce 
testimony hereafter? . 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Merely to save the time which would be consumed 
in waiting for it. 

'I'he PRESIDENT. Is there any necessity for it ? 
'I'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. In my view there is a very great necessity. I regard 

it as a national necessity to show up the infamy of those connected with the late 
rebel government. 

The PRESIDE:'oIT. Have you not the testimony at hand 1 Have you sent for 
the witnesses? 

'l'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. I have sent for many witnesses, but when they 
come here they prove in many instances to be not the persons I expected, or 
they have no knowledge of the facts which I am seeking to establish. This' 
makes it necessary for the government to send for other witnesses to bring out 
important facts under the first charge. 'I'his evidence may not be material so 
far as regards the prisoner, but it is important as touching greater and weightier 
interests. 

'I'he PRESIDENT. Is the testimony of a general character, or has it any par
ticular reference 1 

'rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE. It is testimony of a general character not bearing 
directly upon the prisoner, but bearing npon others named and not named. 

'l'he PRESIDENT. How long will it probably take you to get that testimony 
h~? ' 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I cannot speak with any definiteness on that point. 
I have already said on the' part of the government that if the prisoner should 
be in any way prejudiced by this additional evidence, so as to be compelled to 
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· make an .additinnal defence, the representatives of the government will not 
resist an application for more time. ' 

'lVIr. ·BAKER. Will you let us be the judge whether we do or do not require 
additional time 1 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. No, sir. I leave all such questions, as it is proper 
they should be left, Witll the court. 

Mr. BAKEIl. If this matter can be arranged in any way so that I can consent 
to it without subjecting myself to the cen'mre of having compromised the rights 
of my client, I will consent 

'l'he .TUDGE ADVOCATE. I have given you the pledge of the government 
,that if you should be prf'judiced by this additional testimony, and require more 
time for your defence, the government will nOot resist your application for a con
tinuance. If you ask more than that, you ask more than I have a right to 
pledge. 

The PRESIDENT. The question of granting a continuance must always' be 
left to the discretion of the court. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. So I understand I simply say that neither I nor 
my associate w'ill res,ist such an application . 

.!\'Ir. BA K ER. Very well. I will not resist the proposition of the judge advo
cate. I trust to the justice of the court to grant us every proper facili.y in 
making out our defence. 

'1'he JUDG E ADVOCATE, With the understanding which I have indicated the 
government now closes. 

}Ir. BAKER. I propose in a few moments to submit a motion; but before do
ing so I will call a single witness, Mr. Craudall, who has already been examined 
on the part of the gove1'l1ment, and who is very desirous to return to his home 
immediately. 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ FROM ANDEHSO:\fVILE DUHING THE SUMMER 
OF 1864. 

SEPTEMBER 23, 1864. 
w. W. C RANDALL, recalled for the defence: 
Lieutenant Davis was at Andersonville during most of the month of August

from among the fii'st days of Aug'ust; I cannot tell accurately. when his com
mand commenced; but, from among the first days of A ugust until about the 
27th, 28th, or 29th of that month, he was reported to be in command, and gave 
orders to us, and we looked upon him as our commander the same as we had 
previously looked upon Captain Wil'z; we had nothing to do with Captain 
Wil'zdur;ng that time. 

Cross-examined by the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I never knew of his exercising' any authority over us during the time Lieuten

ant Davis was in command; he might have exercised authority over others; I 
speak of my own knowlerlge about no authority being exercised over us; I am 
not certain as to the time when Davis took command, but I am quite certain as 
to the time that Captain Wirz took command again; I can merely state the 
time Davis took command from the best of my recollection;, I think it was 
among the first days of August-perhaps in the first week of August-aud he 
was relieved about the 27th, 28th, or 29th; he was relieved on one of those 

· days, because Captain Wirz was there and gave orders, so that I supposed that 
he was then our commander; I recollect his giving an order to us-of my 

.,squad-at the burial ground on oue of those days; I presume we might have 
· ~e,en Lieutenant Davis twice a week during that time; we saw him at irregular 
.thnes; I know nothing of Captain Wirz, except that we had nothing to do with 
him during that time; I did not see him during that time. 
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By the COURT: 

When I speak of" us " and" we," I refer to myself and the squad of grave
,{Jiggers to which I belonged; Davis had been there before that time a I:'hort 
perioa at a time, but I could 110t tell whether he remained there-in fact, I 
knew but little about him, except that I saw him occasionally during those two 
or three weeks which I have spoken of; I do not remember that I ever saw 
any order signed by him as lieutenant commanding the prison; all the orders' 
that I ever knew coming from llim were verbal orders to us in the squad. 

COU:'JSEL ]<'OR THE DEFENCE A.SK AN ADJOUIlNMBNT OF THE COURT FOR AWEEK. 

Mr. BAKER. I have now a ml>tion to make, of wlJich the court has already 
had some intimation-that is, that the court now adjoum for a sufficient length 
of time to enable the defence to prepare their case. I ask for at least a week 
from next 'I'uesday. My reasons for asking this I have hastily written down, 
.and, with the permission of the court, I will read them. , 

1st. That, coming into the case at the day of its opening, I have had no time 
to do more than keep along daily with the examination of witnesses pnt upon· 
-the stand by the prosecution. I have had no time to inform myself what wit
nesses the defence have here, nor what they will testify to generally, nor upon 
what points any certain witnesses will testify. Upon all these matters I must 
now inform myself by calling our witnesses tugether, and leaming from them 
what they know, and upon what facts in the case they can testily. To do this 
req uires time, which I must ask of the court. 

2d. There are many points in the prosecution just closed, as there is in every 
-case, and more especially in cases of the magnitude of this, which admit of, and 
require at our hands, complete refutal and contradiction. This I know can be 
,done, but it necessitates the labor of overlooking the testimony and documents 
of the proseeution, whieh, numbering several thousand pages, requires much 
research and time. 

A third reason, and one which I regret to offer, is, that the labors d~olving 

upon me in this case have proven quite too heavy for me, and my own health 
reqtiires that I should have a few days' rest. I regret to ask any favor of this 
.court, for reasons personal to myself. But when I state to theconrt that I am 
unable to go fnrther with the ease without'rest, I trust the court will do me the 
.hollor to bE'lieve that the statement eomes, not from a wish, but from an im
paired eondition. 

A fourth reason, and the all-important one in our defence, is this-and to 
,give it more weight with this court, by being the more clearly seen, I must state 
it in comparison with the means and powers of the government: 'rite govern
ment has shown a commendable disposition to do in the general what eould be 
made strongly to appear to be necessary for the defendant; but it should bear 
in mind that it had eOllsumed many month" before the trial commenced in pre
paring the prosecution. 

'rhe PRE"IDBNT. Many months 1 
Mr J:lAKBR. Yes, I have reason to think so. 
'rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE. 'I'his is the first information the government has had 

,of it. 
Mr. BAKEIL Well, if I am wrong in my statement, let it go for. what it is 

·worth. 'I'he learnrd gentlemen conducting the prosecution have had the advan
tage of all the facilities coming from that most efficient department known.as tlie 
Bureau of Military Justice, and I may add, with honor rather than disrespec,t, 
the a'dvanta~e of the advice and judgment of that truly able and worthy publIc 
.servant, Judge Holt, in devising the path for them to pursue. They have had 
money untold, if needed, at their command. 'I'hey have agents, servants. clerkS, 
.and reporters for every eonvenience, for every want. They havp. lJad the whole 
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or any portion of the oetective and military force of the country to search and 
look up and bring before tbem any ani! every person who could in any way, or 
by the slightest word, throw any light upon their side of the case. In a word, 
then, they have had all that a great, earnest, and a powerful government (lould 
with propriety bestow in accumulating t.he whole debris of t.he fallen southern 
~onfederacy upon.the head of Oaptain vVirz. 

But of this I do not complain, fo\' I recite it only iu comparison. How is it, 
noW, with the defeuce 1 Oaptain Wirz lies before you with a mind so shattered 
tbat he is unable even to give his counsel reliable information upon the most 
vital points "of his defence. He has not even the means to procure the necessi
ties of a sick man, much less to defray the 'expenses incident to a trial like this. 
He has books and documents, but they have,. until to-day, been kept from his 
counsel by the government. He has witnesses, like the government, in all por
tions and in almost every State and village of the country. Some of these have 
come at his request, but many more are kept away, even after being subpoenaed, 
because of their want of means to corne. Others obey your writs, and say, 
" We lJave seen the charges, and we can say, from our long stay at Anderson
ville, thllt such and such ones are not true; but we have no means to come, un
less you send it to us." 

The residence of others who are most important are known, but can only be 
caught by sending messengers to find out and serve them. Eu t this is not all. 
Some who have already arrived, from the necessities of their families and diffi
culty to meet their expenses here, have left and gone away, while others have 
only been retained by advances of money made by counsel themselves. 

Other witnesses again write from a distance under f}.ctitious names, asking if 
they will be protected if they come to testify. Others, who are most important 
yet, wiII not come, unless, at a great expense, we send some one to bring them. 

Here then is sickness and misery struggling against opulence and power. 
Here is abje~t poverty grappling with untold millions; here is a poor, destitl;1te,
 

. distracted, and shut up prisoner, with powerless and inefficient counsel, endeavor

ing to compete with all the ability and power and means that the most powerfnl
 
government can bestow to crush him. 

Truly, gentleme.n, I may say, that we as his counsel, in all our good intentions, 
are but presumptuous, we in our weakness do but insult the majesty of our 
government when we attempt so much. For these reasons, I ask that the 
court give ns at least until a week from next Tuesday, before we enter on the 
defence. And if during the mean time, for the want of means, we cannot get 
t,ogether the distantly separated elements of our defence, I, for one, shall feel 
it my duty to relinquish it entirely. Lest any misconstruction be put upon my 
language, and it be said I want confidence in our cause, I must reiterate that 
I believe that Captain Wirz has a good and complete defence. . 

'rhe JnOGE ADVOCATE. So far as regards the application made by tIle counsel 
for the defence, I leave that entirely to the discretion of the court; but I feeUt 
my duty, in behalf of at least one hundred soldiers of the army of the United 
States, who have testified here and whose testimony is as yet unimpeached, to 
resent as an insult to them the last remark of the gentleman, which would seem 
to imply that they have all testified falsely. 

Mr. BAKER. No such inference can justly be drawn from any remark which I 
have made. We may admit that the horrors of Andersonville are indescribable 
by tongue or pen, yet still we may be able to show, as we confidently hope to 
do, that for those horrors Oaptain Wirz is not in any way responsible. We all 
~now that prison discipline and military control are necessarily harsh as compared 
with civil life, and they may embrace many things which look almost murderous; 

.put I llelieve, from what the witnesses on our side tell me, that Captain .Wirz 
can evade whatever has been charged against him. 

.Severalof the witnesses on the part of the prosecution have sworn positively 
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that they saw the prisoner commit most barbarous acts of cruelty during the 
month of August, 1864 j yet we shall show, by many witnesses who were con
nected with the Andersonville prison, that Captain Wil'z was at that time at 
home, lying on his bed sick, and expected to die every day. With the greatest 
respect for the judge advoeate, I must remind him that sometimes, as we all 
know, witnesses swear that they saw a person do a thing at a certain time, when 
other witnesses show conclusively that the person at that time was not within 
miles of that place. Thus there were many things done at Andersonville in the 
name of Captain Wil'z, and as prisoners may have supposed were dOl)e personally 
by the" Old Dutch captain," as they ealled him; yet we expeet to show that 
he was not there at the time, and in faet was so sick as to be unable to stand. 
U we can show that any of the witnesses on the part of the government have 
been mistaken in theh' evidence, and that Captain "Virz is not the monster which 
they may believe him to be, this court I apprehend will gladly listen to such 
evidence for the sake of the" honor of the country and the honor of humanity. 

A MEMBER ofthe COlJRT. If the paper which has been read by counsel is to 
go npon the record, I must say that it seems to me to contain statements which 
are altogether unwarranted by the facts. The power of the government and 
the helplessness of the prisoner are contrasted very unjustly. For instance, in 
reference to the facilities for procuring witnesses, I believe that the defence has 
received from the government every facility for bringing its witnesses here. 

,Mr. BAKER. We admit that. 
A MEMBER of the COURT. You do not admit it in tInt paper. 
Then again it was stated that witnesses could not come on account uf the 

great expense. Certainly iG cannot be expected that the government should 
pay witnesses in advance for their transportation and attendance. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. The government pays citizens snmmoned as witnesses 
three dollars per day, and mileage. 

Mr. BAKER. I eheerfully admit that the government has shown a commend-" 
able disposition to afford the defence every facility in procuring the attendance 
of witnesses. I trust that no improper motive will be attributed to me in making 
the application which I have submitted. I have tried to avoid insinuating any 
blame against any person. I respect my government and those connected with 
it too much to indnlge in any disrespectful insinuations. If I h:ive inadvertently 
made any remark which may appear disrespectful, I trmt that the court will 
have the kindness to believe that nothing of the kind was intended. 

'I'he court was cleared for deliberation, and when the doors were reopened, 
the president (addressing Mr. Baker) announced the decision of the court as 
follows: 

The motion for a continuance based upon your written application is overruled. 
At the same time, in eonsideration of the state of your health, and as an act of 
courtesy to you, the court has decided to adjourn until next 'l'uesday morning 
at 10 o'clock. 

The court thereupon adjourned uutil Tuesday, Septembcr 26, 1865, at 10 
o'clock a. m. 

THE ::;UPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

SEPTEMBER 26, 1865.
 
Dr. lVI. M. MARSH, for the prosecution:
 
For the last two or three years I have had charge of the United States Sani

tary Commission matters in the States of Florida, Georgia and the Carolinas., 
I was S9 employed fi'om early in January, 1863, till the close of the rebellion. 
I was stationed at Beaufort. S. C. While I was there, we received sanitary .~ 
stores for prisoners in the custody of the rebel government and purchased also' 
of a United States quartermaster. vVhen we had not articles from other sources ;.~ 

'Ii 
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we purchased from United States quartermasters for that purFJose. . I forwarded 
clothing and provisions, sanitary stores, to Andersonville, Gli ,for the use of 
the pl;isoners the're. I made a memorandum of the amount of the articles sent 
there, or had it made. 

Q. Look at the paper handed you ,and state if that is the memorandum 1 
A. That is it. It is a correct list of stores sent to Andersonville, Ga. Perhaps 

I ought to remark that we were sending to five other points at the same time, but 
in making out the lists we selected only those things that. were put down in our 
record as sent to Ander,.;onville, Georgia. 

The paper, of which the following is a copy, was offered in evidence by the 
judge advocate and is attac,hed to the record. 

Stores sent to prisoners at Andersonville, Georgia. 

5 052 wool shirts. 5, 431 wool socks. 
6: 993 wool drawers. 50 pillow cases.
 
3' 950 hfLndkerehiefs. 258 bed sacks.
 
'601 cotton shirts. 122 combs. 

J, J28 cotton drawers. 100 tin cups. 
2,100 blouses. 2 boxes tin ware. 
4,235 wool pfLnts. 4,092 pounds condensed milk. 
I 520 wool hats. 4, 032 pounds condensed coffee. 
2; 565 overcoats. 1, 000 pounds farina. 
5 385 blankets. 1, 000 pounds corn starch. 
'272 quilts. 4,212 pounds tomatoes. 

2, J20 pairs shoes. 24 pounds chocolate. 
]1.0 cotton coats. 3 boxes lemon j nice. 
J40 vests. 1 barrel dried apples. 

46 cotton pants. 111 barrels crackers. 
534 wrappers. 60 boxes cocoa. 

69 jackets. 7,200 pounds beef stock. 
12 overalls. Paper, envelopes, &c. 

817 pairs slippers. Pepper, mustard.
 
3,147 towels. One box tea, 70 pounds.
 

I do not know exa-ctly how milch more of the qualities of coffee a pound 
of condeniled coffee contains than a pound of ordinary coffee; in regard to the 
beef stock, one pound is supposed to be equ:lI to seven pounds of beef. I do 
not know about the coffee and milk, bltt I think OU(\ pound i" equal to five 
pounds of the raw article. A portion of these articles were seut in the month of 
1uly; but a small portion of them. We began to send them quite regularly from 
about the 10th or the 15th of August up to about the 1st of November, 1864. 
lhave no evidence that those articles were ever received at Andersouville ; all 
I know respecting it is that I either personally or through some agent-I did 
not do it myself but in two or three instances-passed the stores over to some 
agent deputed by the confederate governmeut to receive them. This agent of 
the confederate government usually, not al wayil, gave a receipt for the articles, 
with a promise on my part that I should return that receipt when he obtained 
a receipt from the persons to whom he delivered them; if the things were sent 
to a prisoner personally, why he returned that prisoner's receipt, or if he delivered 
them to the quartermaster, he handed me the quartermaster's receipt. ana when 
he d.id taat I returned him his receipt. That was done in many casea. I do 
not know abont his authority; I know that I returaed his receipt to him when 
heprodllced a receipt from some part.y to whom he had delivered the articles. 
That was not always the case, however; once or twice some of the agents who 
were sent refused to give receipts; they said they would transmit the articles 
but they would not give receipts. It was It matter we cared very little about. 
~'Ol' instance, Oolouel Waddy, on one or two occasions, I know of one certainly, 

. refused to, give a receipt. He was a rebel agent. I refer now to the men who 
were deputed by the confederate authorities to receive the things; sometimes 
Olle,man was deputed to receive it and sometimes another. Oolonel Waddy 

. H. Ex. poe. 23--27 
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was at one time, and Oolonel Ley, of Oharleston, who was formerly on General 
Scott's staff. They came with authority, and others came. Perhaps I ought 
to state how the matter was brought about. In the beginning"of June or July 
I wrote to the authorities of the Oharleston jail, asking if they woula receive' 
supplies for the prisoners who were in need. They very readily consented to 
do so, and apparently in good faith did receive them; they received them at a 
ferry on Broad river, separating Port Royal island from the main land; two 
places on the Savannah river, and one or two other places. were the points 
designated for the flags of truce, and they received the articles there. They 
would designa~e the time for the next meeting; say if it, was 'rhursday it would 
be on the following Monday, and then the supplies would be forwarded in that 
way. At first it was an individual business on my part, approved by them, 
and the supplies received by them and receipts were given to me personally. 
The I?;oods received were first sent to Oharleston jail, and not to Audersonville. 
Subsequently it assumed that magnitude and· importance that General Foster 
thought it better to take it under his own supervision. He had before that, in 
a private way, allowed us flags of truce to enable us to do it; he then sent 
Major Anderson, his chief of staff, and other officers of his staff, to see about 
the matter, and finally an agent of exchange was appointed to meet an agent 
of exchange appointed by the confederate government. '1'hat answers the 
question whether there was authority or not. After that the matter pa~sed out 
of my. hands, the agent appointed by GeDf~ral Foster doing this business for 
me. What first attracted my attention to Andersonville was, prisoners would 
escape and come to us telling us of their destitute condition there. I must have 
known it, I think, as early as June, 1864. I cannot tell the precise time, but it 
must have been as early as that. In the official capacity I have named I 
received mails, letters for prisoners at Andersonville. Letters would be sent to us 
from friends in different parts of the country in large numbers. Some greenbacks, 
government notes and sometimes gold would be in them. Postage stamps, too; 
all that kind of circulating medium, gold, greenbacks, postage stamps, and silver 
sometimes, though in small quanthes. I used at first to pass them over to the 
postmaster at Beaufort, and let him hand them over to the agent conducting the 
flags of truce appointed by General 1<'oster, but subsequently I handed them 
over directly to the agent appointed by General Foster, who transmitted them. 
The number of letters was very large. I ceased to send provisions to Ander
sonville in November; there came an order from Washington forbidding it. . 

Or08s-examined by OOUNSEL : 
I think we commenced sending goods of this description to Andersonville 

about ,the I Dth of August; we had sent else where before that; this list em
braces the goods first sent; I made up this list from the entries made atthe 
time on our record8; it appears to be a copy; it is copied from my records, and 
the deliveries of these goods were scattered along at different times. My impres
sion is that the first package was sent to Charleston, to be forwarded from 
Oharleston to Andersonville; all of them were not sent to Oharleston; we sent 
to places on the Savannah river and also to the ferry I have spoken of, besides 
Charleston ;' three different places; I think the same agent was perhaps at all 
three places, hut one agent did not receive them all; they were delivered at 
different times, scattered along; for instance, Colonel Ley, who received goodS 
at one place, may not have received them at another place, and again he may 
have done so; I cannot say as to that. I sent the stores from Beaufortmy-' 
self; all of the goods did not go first from Beaufort; some of them were bought 
of the United States quartermaster at Hilton Head and were never sent to 
Beaufort; others buught of the United States quartermaster were sent to 
Beaufort and repacked there; we ordered some goods from New York; I either 
saw the goods ordered from other places or I had an invoice. A few goO .s' 



419 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

I ere ordered fro~ New York and they came invoiced to me; but the boxes 
;ere not opened; the boxes ca~e t.o me and passed through my hands; they 

ere not directed to AndersonvIlle m New York, but to me at Beaufort or at 
Hilton Head. The boxes containing the goods on the list, not the goods, came 

nder my personal inspection, or it may be under that of some of my clerks; 
urobably my head clerk, but he reported to me and I saw his list daily. 'rhey 
~ent to Charleston and to two different places on the Savannah river, from me ; 
when they first left me all of them did not go to Charleston; some went to 
Charleston, some went to this ferry of which I spoke, and others went to the 
Savannah river. After they went to those three places they went into the 
hands of those deputed by the confederate authorities at those placE'S to receive 
them; I do not know that one of those persons was a Union officer detailed or 
aroled by the southern government for that purpose; I do not know that any

~f our men were sent to those points; I did not come personally in connection 
with any of the men who received· the goods. I did simply this: wheu the 
goods were sent from Beaufort I sent an agent from my own establishment, who 
committed them to General Foster's agent of exchange, and he took charge of 
them until they passed into the hands of the confederate agent of exchange; 
I received evidence of their going beyond the three places named; I received 
receipts showing they went to other places; I did from Andersonville. I 
could not tell what portion of the goods embraced in that list I received 
receipts. for as having arrived at Andersonville; I could not tell about it, 
for it was a thing that passed out of my hands. I was satisfied the things 
were to be taken there from the assertions of the agents and their manner 
of conducting the exchange; they seemed to be determined to take the 
things there; they said they would and I was satisfied w.ith that; and they 
gave me the receipts which I have spoken of; and then again the receipts which 
they obtained and which woul~ come in a week or two subsequen~ly, showed 
that they had· dealt honestly WIth them. I have no knowledge whatever what 
proportion I received receipts for, not the least. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. In connection with this testimony I desire to call 
the attention of the court to the following letter, written by the prisoner, and 
which I find in his letter-book: 

HEADQUARTERS COMMANDANT OF PRISON, 
Camp Sumter, November 1:l, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I received yesterduy by railroad (18) eighteen packages of clothing for the 
federal prisoners of war at this post, to wit: 

Five bales of blankets, consisting of :.l99 pieces. 
One box of shoes, consisting of 60 pairs. 
Four boxes of pants, consisting of :l40 pieces. 
Three boxes of drawers. consisting- of 396 pieces. 
One box of socks, consisting of 396 pieces. 
}<'our boxes of shirts, consistillg of ;l:l4 pieces. 
I shall distribute them without delay and forwarJ you the receipts of the p'risoners, when 

completed. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. WIRZ. 
Captailt Commanding Prison. 

Captain T. W. NEELY, 
Ass·i~tant Quartermaster. 

THE DISPOSITION OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL CHANDLER'S REPORT SHOWING THE 
CONDITION OF ANDERSONVILLE PRISON. 

SEPTEMBER 26, 1865. 
J. B. JONES, for the prosecution:
 
I was a clerk in the rebel war department during the past four years. I received
 

from the mails all the letters addressed to the secretary of war; they were 
brought to ·me from th.e post office by messengers. It was my duty to open 
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them and read them. I made a brief synopsis of the contents and sent them 
to the secretary. The report of Oolonel Ohandler in relation to the Anderson
ville prison was a report that shonld have gone to the adj utant general, but that 
document was sent to my office by mistake. I turned it over and looked at it; 
I did not pretend to read it. I read a few heads of paragraphs, and it was either' 
sent by me immediately to the secretary, or possibly, probably it was sent for 
by the secretary, because he may have expected it. I did not read lengthy 
reports; indeed they did not come there. I was in the office after nIl'. Seddou . 
took charge of the war department. I remained there till the evacuation, this 
spring. I cannot be positively certain about his custom with regard to laying 
business before the president, but he had frequent conferences with the presi
dent, almost daily when they were both well. I have seeu him going there, 
taking his papers himself. 

THE RELATIONS EXISTING BETWEN GENERAL WI:'JDER AND THE AUTHORITIRS 

. AT RlCHMO;>/D. 

I was at Richmond while General Winder was commandant; he had several 
provost marshals under him during martial law. The general impression with 
regard to him was that he was fussy, and the official authorities did not like to ' 
have quarrels with him, I don't know why they did not like to have quarrels 
with him. I suppose because he was an old man and a little fretful, or ' 
something of that kind, and because he had been sustainetl. I don't know 
who hi~ special protector was; I only know that dnring martial law there, 
his provost marshal, Major Griswold, (this was in 1862,) said that in regard to 
certain matters about the destruction 'of tobacco, &c., he was acting under the 
instructioIls and counsel of Mr. Benjamin, then secretary of state, Mr. Ran
.dolph being then secretary of war. 

Q. Was there a clamor made against him and all. effort made for his removal? 
A. Very great, in the community-very great. 
Q. Who interposed 'I Who were his friends 1 
A. That I don't know. He was appointed before Spcretary Benjamin vaca

'ted the office of secretary of war, and it was my belief that he still had him as 
his counsel, and I suppose protector. I was in the war office all the time. I 
have kept a diary; that is a priyate and secret literary enterprise of my own. 
It will be published as soon as I am well enough to revise it. A large publish
ing house in the north has contracted with me, and the custody of it w~s given 
to them several months ago. I don't know whose particular favorite General 
Winder was, because I had no opportunity or desire to watch General Win~er 
in his movements. I know, however, that he frequently went to the execu~lve . 
office. Whether he went to see the ~resident or Mr. Benjamin, it is impossIble 
for me to say. Mr. Benjamin's office was in the same building, on the s~me 
'floor, and in the immediate vicinity of the president.'s, in the old granite buIld
ing, formerly the United States custom-house at Richmond. I do not knoW 
how General Winder was regarded by the president. AU I know is that he 
was sus,tained in uffice by the president. There were a great many efforts to 
effect hid removal. The citizens wanted a southern man to be what they called 
.. master of Virginia." Indeed, hi", authority extended ont of Virginia. I ha.ve 

.known him to order arrests in different States. I cannot tell what Mr. BenJa
min's influence was with the president. Mr. Benjamin was unpopular a~ se~re' 
tary of war. It was understood that the delegatioJ;l from his own State III (Jon
gr~ss desired his remJval. A clamor in the field, too, as well as fromtheSa 
gentlemen and others, it was thought, induced his resignation or removal; .an . 
-he was immediately promoted to be secretary of state, the head of the cabIIl~~.. 

Q. Was he l'egarded as very near the president in power1't 
.A. Just as 1 have said. His being made the head of the cabinet indicates tha, 
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he had th~ confidence of the president, and al.l conceded to him superior talents 
a'nd abilitJes to allY other member llf the cabmet. He had been the legal ad
viser of the government-the first attorney general, or minister of justice, as they 
called it. 

Q. Did you understand that he was regarded as General Winder's special 
friend and protector? 

A. Well, sir, the information which I received on that point from the provost 
. marshal, Major Griswold, General Winder's subordinate, was that he had the 

counsel and advice of l\{r. Benjamin in regard to what he should do about the 
destructiun of tobacco, in the event of the city being occupied by the enemy. 

(Counsel for the accused declined to cross-examine the witness.) . 

'THE RELATIONS EXISTING,BETWEEN GENgRAL WINDER AND THE AUTHORITIES 
AT RICHMOND. 

SEPTEMBER 26, 1865. 
PHILIP CASHMYER, for the prosecution: 
For the last four years I was detective officp.r under General Winder. I was 

with General ",Vinder from the time he commenced his duties as provost mar
shal until hp. died. I was his special confidential detective. Well, my duties 
were, any important matters such as detectives have to attend to I attended 
to for him, such as examining prisoners and making report~ upon them and mat
ters of that sort. I was admitted into his family also. The relations exist,ing 
between him and lVIr. Jefferson Davis were very friendly indeed, very confi
dential. I often heard General Winder say so. I often saw him go there and 
come from there. I remember when an effort was made by Generals Bragg and 
Ransom to have him removed, ]\11'. Davis-President Davis-was his special 
friend then: Whell the order relieving General Winder came from the war 
department he took it and went up to Mr. Davis. The order was relieving him 
from duty in Richmond. He took it and went over and saw President Davis, 
and he indorsed Oil it, as well as I can recollect, "that it was entirf'ly unneces
saryand nncalled for." After that Genera.l Winder w~s sent to Goldsboro', 
North Carolina, to take the field j he was there a week or two, and an order 
then came for him to go to Andersonville and take command there. His powers 
were not extended for some months after that. They were then They 
made him c'lmmissioner general, commissary general of prisoners. They called 
him commissioner general. I still continued with him till he died in my tent at 
'Florence, South Carolina. As well as I can recollect, the order sending W. 
S. Winder to Andersonville to layout the prison came from the war depart
ment. General Winder desired to send him, and the war department sanctioned 
it. I saw the son go with the general down to the war department and come 
from there. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
Q. Where did that order come from for W. S. V{inder to go? 
A. As well as I can recollect, General Winder proposed to send him. I did 

not read the order j I saw the paper. I do not know anything about what was 
in it, only from what I heard the general and Captain Winder say. They were 
discussing it. I don't know who signed tlw order; I don't know anything about 
that. I think, if I am not mistaken, MI'. Sedclon was secretary of war then. I 
don't knoll' what month it was in. I can't remember. At that time I was in 
General Winder's office. That office was at the corner of Tenth and Broad 
Blreets, in Richmond. General Winder went to Andersonville in the latter part 
of J un~ or the early part of July, 1864 j I forget which. I understand, when 
I was asked about the order, that it was the order to layout the prison referred 
to; His son went there long before General Winder went. Wm. S. Winder
and he had a conference with the general before he went there. I remained 
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with the general all the time. I know nothing about the laying out of that 
prison. only what I heard the general and his son say previous to his starting. 

Q. Do you know of General Winder having frequent official business with 
Mr. Davis 1 

A. Yes, sir; so I ha ve heard hini say; that is all I know about it. I have 
often heard bim say that he had to go to see the president on official business, 
but whether he went there on any other business I do not know. I know he 
went there"for the president to protect him in some matters; I could not say 
how many times. I have known him to do it more than once. I suppose two 
or three times. I don't know exactly. I was in Richmond about three years, 
as well as I can recollect, under General Winder. And during all those three 
years he might have gone to the president oftener than two or three times for 
protection, but I do not know of any more, '1'he rest of the time he went on 
official duty. 

MEDICAL TESTIMONY.-'/ HE CO;\JDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE HOSPITAL. 

SEPTEMBER 26, 1865. 
Dr. E. A. FLEWELLAN, for the prosecution: 
I held several positions in the rebel army. My first position in the com· 

mencement of the rebellion was surgeon of a regiment. I was afterwards med
ical director, under General Bragg', and, subsequently to that, I was inspector 
of general hospitals for the army of Tennessee. 

Q. While you were inspector of prison hospitals for the army of Tennessee, 
did your charge aldo include pridon hospitals 1 

A. I was so instructed by the wrgeon general; towards the latter part of the 
time I held that position. I visited the prison hospital at Andersonville on three 
occasions. The first occasion was before I had the assignment from the surgeon 
general as inspector general. I was sent down under order from the director of 
general hospitals. It was a few days before General Johnston was relieved by 
General Hood. I do not remember the month It was in July or August, 1864. 
The general condition of the hospital on my first arrival was a bad one. It was 
not of sufficient capacity. The tents were of all varieties and sizes. and were 
in pretty bad condition. I did not see any bunks except such as were impr~
vised of forked sticks and things of that kind. 'l'he furniture of the hospital, If 
it could be called such, was exceedingly meagre and very dirty. 'l'he tents 
were all dirty; they had dirt floors without planking, and that, of course, ac
counted for their filthy condition, because everybody who knows pine woods 
knows that a man eannot step on piney ground without getting very dirty. The 
policing of the establishment was inefficient. There seemed to be an effort to 
keep it clean; but, notwithstanding all that, it was not as clean as a man would 
desire. 'l'he cooking department was very meagrely supplied. It was not sup
plied as itought to have been. There was some complaint about the quality 
and character of the rations. I looked into that as far as I could. Being there 
but one day, a man could not form a very satisfactory opinion as to the qual.ity 
of the rations issued. I saw them during the time I was there, and saw nothlDg 
but beef and bread. 

By the COURT: 

Well, it was, in the main, corn-bread. At that time Dr. White was in charge 
of the hospital. I rather think I did make some suggestions in regard to the 
changes needed there, but I. am not very definite about it. The court will eX
,cuse me for making this remark, that I wrote out a very full report for the 
'benefit of the director of hospitals. He had been a short while previous to that, 
itime, as I llnderstood, instructed by the surgeon general to take charge of a~ 
Ilrison hospitals as well as confederate hospitals in that territory. He had hear 
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various reports in reference to AndersonvJlle, and he sent me down to make a ' 
filII report. I made that report to him, but I have no copy of it; and it was so 
long since, and th~re have. been so many changes, that I cannot remember very 
definitely the detaIls. It IS only gen,erally that I ,can remember. I gave a full 
statement in that report, but that statement was never forwarded beyond Dr. 
Stout" who was the director of hospitals. to my knowledge. I gave the reason' 
for it to the judge advocate, I suppose it is not necessary fQr me to state it to 
the court. I made quite It full and minute report to Dr. Stout, and' he made an 
indorsement upon it, with the itltention of sending it on immediately to the Bur
geoU general; but, ,at that time, SUI'geon Covey, who belonged to the department 
of the inspector of hospitals, being himself, I think, from Virginia, came down 
into Georgia, I think, under orders from the surgeon general, and this report of 
mine was placed by Dr. Stout in his hands to look at, as he was about making 
atrip to Andersonville himself. He kept the report for some weeks. In the 
mean time Dr. Stout, who was at Macon at the time the report was put in his 
hands, had removed his office to Columbus, Georgia. DI'. Covey kept it for 
some weeks, and then handed it to me, ,I think it was fully three weel,ts before 
he gave it to me to return to Dr. Stout. Abont that time the communications 
were all broken up. and I do not think my report was ever forwarded to Rich
mond. Dr. Covey left for the purpose of going back to Richmond. Dr. White 
left Andersonville somewhere between my fii'st and second visits; it was betwee-n 
August and Novembei·. I cannot tell you the month. When I was first at 
Andersonville he was there in the capacity of senior surgeon of the post. As I 
remarked previously, the hospital was placed under the general direction of the 
director of hospital!;, Dr, Stout. Subsequent to that time I saw a copy of an 
order sellt by Dr. White to Dr. Stout, which was an assignment by the s'ecre
tuy of war of Dr. White as chief surgeon of prison hospitals, and from that time 
he ceased to report to Dr. Siont. I suppose he regarded it as promotion. I 
never did understand, nor did Dr, Stout, what was the meaning of that assign
ment. I think it was in the neigborhood of the time of General Winder's ap
pointment as commissary general of prisoners. I am not able to say whether 
they left together. I was out in the west at the time. I presume they did; 
but I do not say it, because I do not know. I have never seen Dr. White since 
I saw him the first time; but my understanding has been, that he was a sort of 
staff officer of General Winder, and was with him all the time. 

Cross-examined by COUNSI!:L : 
I do not know when General Winder left Richmond to go to Andersonville; 

I knew nothing about that; I found General Winder there on the first visit 1 
made to Andersonville; I rlid not know how long' he had been there; I had no 
information about Surgeon White going with him, except that I found Dr. 
White there in the capacity of senior snrgeon of the post, and subsequent to 
that I saw an order from the war department assigning Dr. White as chief 
surgeon of military prisons, or words to that effect, alld he left the hospital at 
or about the time that General Winder left Andersonville; I do not know where 
he went; I can tell you what 1 understood, bllt I know nothing about it of my 
own knowledge; I do not know anything about hi~ leaving Andersonville, 
except that I did not find him there on my second visit. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE stated that the prosecution had no further evidence 
to present to day. 

REMARKS RELATIVE TO MR. SCHADE PASSI:'IIG LETTERS BETWEEN CAPTAIN 
WIRZ AND MRS. WIRZ, 

,Mr. BAKER. Before proceeding to offer testimony, I propose, in accordance 
With the practice of the courts, to open with a statement of what we expect to 
prove in our defence. 
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The PREs,imNT. That is not required by the rule.
 
Mr. BAKER. I don't know that there is any rule about it.
 
'1'he PRESIDENT. It is not customary at all in military courts.
 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I am desired by Mr. Baker to make a statement.
 
Mr. BAKER. I beg pardon; I simply said to the judge advocate that if
 

there was anything out of the way which I did not know about it had better 
be settled now. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Well sir, it is a disclosure which I should think 
would not be very pleasant to your associate, and I prefer not to make it unless 
JOu insist upon it. . 

Mr. SCHADE. After what has been said I wish the judge advocate to state 
the whole thing. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I will do so. Within the last fortnight very strin
gent rules and regulations have been sought to be observed with regard to, the 
custodJ of the prisoner, so that it would be impossible for him to receive any
thing clandestinelJ. With this object, interviews between him and his wife Me 
in the presence of an officer speciaIJy designated, so as to prevent anything im
proper passing to the prisoner. But there have occurred two or three instances 
of this' kind: the ,prisoner would briug a note or a letter and hand it to his 
counsel, Mr. Schade, and without being submitted for examination, it would be 
delivered to Mrs. Wirz; afterward some response would be delivered bJ Mr. 
Schade to the prisoner. Mr. Schade was seen two or three days ago to hand. 
him some money and a slip of paper, which I myself saw the prisoner read and 
crush in his hand. I intended at the time to have had it taken away from him, 
but something else att.racted my Ilttention at the time, and subsequently it was. 
too late. This morning again a letter was passed by the prisoner to Mr; Schade, 
and without submitting it tome cr anyone else for inspection, it was handed to 
the witness, Gazcetti-who has been a very active man for the defence-who 
wrote a letter to the New York Daily News, which has been published. That 
witness has gone away with the letter which Mr. Schade handed to him. I have 
requeRted its delivery to me, and Mr. Schade says he cannot produce it. I make 
this disclosure not beeause I desired to make it, but because it has been forced 
upon me. I think that the counsel has indulged in a course of practice quite 
improper, as he himself must understaud. . 

The I'RESIDENT. Cannot Mr. Schade give us the contents of. tl~at letter 1 
'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. I don't know. He cannot give it to me. 
Mr. SCHADE. I never have thought there was anything wrong in giving a 

letter from Oaptain Wirz to his ~ife; I knew that the contents of these letters 
did not relate to anything, but perhaps some private matters-asking perhaps 
for clothing or something of that kind. So far as regards the inouey which the 
judge advocate says I have been seen to give to the prisoner, I wiII state that 1 
gave that money out of my own pocket, simply that the prisoner might have the 
means to buy some extra food; I have done so frequently, and I do not at all 
hesitate to declare it openly. In regard to tIle letter this morning, the prisoner 
handed me this letter, and I received it in the presence of the officer having 
charge of the prisoner. 

Lieutenant MURPHY, (to Mr~ Schade.) Did I not tell JOU not to take it1 
Mr. SCHADE, (to Lieutenant Murphy.) I told you that I did not think there 

was anything wrong- in the letter. 
The PRESIDENT. Did you see the contents of the letter Mr. Schade 1 
Mr. SCHADE. Not having time to examine the letter, nor to carry it to Mrs. 

Wirz, I handed the letter to one of the witnesses that he might deliver it to 
Mrs. Wirz. As Boon as I see him, even jf he shall have delivered the letter, I 
will a8k him to go to Mrs. Wirz and bring the letter back to me. As to the' 
letter which I the other daJ received from the prisoner, I will merely state that· 
so little did I conceive that there was anything improper in the matter, that I: 
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handed it over to the bailiff of the court who carried it to Mrs. Wirz. There 
has certainly been no wrong intention on my part; if I had had any idea that 
I was committing anything wrong I certainly would not have done it. But I 
hall have this letter produced as soon as I have an opportunity, and the court 

:an then convince itself that nothing improper has been done or intended to be 
done. This is all the explanation I can make of this matter. 

The PRESIDENT, (to Mr. Schade.) You wiII produce that letter ·and hand it 
to the judge advocate. 

Mr. SCHADI';. Oertainly; I shall do so as soon as I have an opportunity. 
Mr. BARER. I ,~ill simply say that I knew nothing about this matter; I 

heard some sharp words between my colleague and the judge advocate, and I 
requested that the whole thing might come out. It has no reference to me 
whatever. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I want the counsel (Mr. Schade) to feel that he does 
not possess the discretion to exercise that kind of liberty. We hear very often 
of bribes being offered to sentries, and mOlley is a very ready means of obtain
iog assistance in that way. I make this remark that counsel lIlay not assume 
to himself a discretion to do as he admits he has done, especially when the 
officer in charge of the prisoner tells him that he must not aecept the letter. 

Mr. SCHADE. Allow me to say another word; I never have given the prisoner 
more than five dollars at one time; I have given him money in the presence of 
the officers at the old capitol; I never thought that I was doing anything 
~rong; and if I have the assuranCR that the prisoner wiII get better fare than 
he gets now, there wiII be no necessity for me to give him any more money. It 
has been on his urgent req nest that I have done so. 

The JUDGB ADVOCATE. He gets everything that he desires. 
Mr. SCHADE" He says that he does not. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I very much doubt that, because thelO are sanitary 

stores at the prison all the time for the use of the sick. 
The PRESIDENT, (to the judge advocate.) Yon had better inquire into the 

matter and see whether the prisoner is suffering from any deprivation whatever. 
.The JUDGB ADVOCATE. I will do so. 
Mr. BAKER. I do not think it is at all necessary to bring up that subject; I 

have frequently visited the prison myself, and I am satisfied that the prisoner 
fares as well as any man can in his circumstances. Of course, a sick man may 
want some little delicacies which are not furnished; but otherwise, I think he 
fares as well as he possibly can 

The PRj,~RIDEXT. The judge advocate will please inquire into the matter 
and make report. 

Mr. BAKER. For my part I wish nothing of this kind should come up again; 
it has been up 01lce or twice already. 

Mr. SCHADE. The prisoner states tbathe gets nothing during the day but 
two cups of milk and two eggs. 

The PRESIDENT. The court will expect, Mr. Schade, that the letter which 
has been referred to s-hall be handed to the judge advocate for perusal. 

Mr. SCHADE. Oertainly. 

THE DISPOSITION AND CONDUCT OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TOWARDS THE PRISONERS. 

SEPTEMBER 26, 1865. 
Rev. W. J. HAMILTON, recalled for the defence: 
I have been at Andersonville frequently; I had an opportunity of observing 

the conduct of Oaptain Wirz while I was there t6 a very limited extent. It 
seemed to me that he was disposed to do everything in his power for their 
spiritual comfort, and as far as I could see for their bodily comfort also. He 
gave me every facility in the pursuit of my object. 
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Q. Was it or was it not done grudgingly or otherwise?
 
(Objected to by the judge advocate and objection sustained.)
 
I had no complaints made to me by prisoners of ill-treatment on the part of
 

Captain Wirz; I never heard of any prisoner dying from any such treatment 
from the hallds of Captain Wirz, nor from any personal violence from him; I 
never knew of a prisoner being torn by dogs there; nothing of the kind. In 
declining to answer the question put to me the other day by the judge advo. 
cate, I did not decline on the ground that the answer would in any way pre
judice Captain Wirz or make again~t him. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTRD BY WIRZ. 

SEPTEMBER 26, 1865. 
Rev. PETER WHELAN, for the defence: 
My office is that of a priest; I was in Andersonville from the 16th ofJune, 

1864, till near the 1st of October, The previous portion of the year I was at 
Savannah, except for some time, when I went to attend Catholics in the con
federate camps. 

Q. State how you happened to go to Andersonville, whom you saw and met 
there, and all abont your duties there 1 

A. Father Hamilton had visited the place in May, seen the condition of the 
prisoners, and written to the bishop at Savannah to send a priest there. He 
asked me to go and visit the prisoners. According to his request I went; I 
stayed there until nearly the 1st of October, from, I may say, the 16t.h of June, 
1864; I stayed until the vast portion of the prisoners were removed to otller 

. point~; I would have stayed longer if the prisoners had been ret.ained; my 
duties were those of a Catho'ic priest-nothing more; I had no commission 
from the government; I went there voluntarily, without payor remuneration, 

'further than merely to receive rations. These were nearly the same rations 
which the soldiers who were on guard there received, and also the prisoners ill 
th€ stockade. Perhaps I might have had something more in quantity, but not 
as to quality; my labors were performed inside the stockade and in the hospital 
outside; I never saw Captain Wirz inflicting any personall violence on any 
prisoner; neither did I hear of it during my stay there; I might have heard 
reports that he used profane language, but I never saw or heard of him using 
any personal violence there so as to. produce death; it is the highest probability 
that such a thing could not have occurred without coming to my knowledge. 

'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. 'The question was as to the facilities you had. . 
WITNESS. I was there all the time with the prisoners, in the hospital and III 

the stockade; I mingled with the prisoners entirely; I have been there for a 
fortnight perhaps without speaking to any but prisoners; my duties were with 
the prisoners; if anything of that nature had occurred it is highly probable I 
should have heard it; I visited all parts of the stockade without disturbance 
to me. The prisoners knew that I went for their benefit and interest, conse
quently they did not show any act of disrespect to me. Perhaps one or two ~r 
a few, might do so, but the generality of the prisoners-although perhaps thmr 
morals were not always the best-showed me respect as a clergyman. They 
knew that I came for their benefit and welfare. I heard a good deal of profane 
language among them. 

Q. When you retnrned to the stockade after being outside did the prisoners
 
gather around you in crowds 1
 

A. They often collected around me in crowds to ask questions, but I never
 
stopped to answer; I always passed on; if I had stopped with every crowd
 
that collected, I could not have discharged my duties as a clergyman to those
 
who were sick and dying; I was therefore necessitated not to answer them,
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" becltuse they would have taken up so much of my time; sometimes they would 
, ask me in reference to reports they had hoard; I would pass on and say nothing 

to them.~ 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

There may have been some reports to the effect that persons were torn by 
dogs. I may have heard of persons who had been hunted down by dogs, but 
whether they were torn by the dogs 0;: not I could not positively say. If I 
had heard of such a thing it is more than probable I would have remembered 
it. I cannot say positively. 

CAPTAIN WIRZ AFFORDS FATHER WHELAN EVERY FACILI'rY IN VISITING THE 
PRISONERS AND ItELIEVING THEIR WANTS. 

Captain Wirz afforded me every facility to visit the prisoners and afford them 
any relief that was in my-power, He never put any obstacles in my way, 
whether physical or spiritual. My means of giving physical aid to them were 
very limited. But he afforded me every facility with regard to the prisoners. 
I have sometimes mislaid my pass, and when I went to him he freely gave"me 
a new pass to visit the ·hospital and the prison. He never interfered in any 
manner whatever'with the discharge of my duty. He gave me the facilities, 
and that fact was evidence of his willingness to do so. So far as his will was 
concerued, that was an operation of his own mind of which I could have no 
knowledge. He always did it cheerfully. He never refused. He never 
showed any objection to give me at any time a pass to go into the stockade or 
hospital. I applied to him in J annary; 1865, about taking to the prisoners some 
provisions. I borrowed $16,000 and went down to Andersonville. I spoke to 
Captain Wirz and he freely gave me permission to purchase flour for the pris
oners. I gave the money to a gentleman in Americus of the name of Wynne, 
and he purchased the flour and sent it to Oaptain Wirz. I think that he wrote 
a letter to Father Hamilton stating that he did so. When I applied to him 
about it he mentioned to me that he would have to take the flour in his own 
charge and see that it was cooked and distributed in bread to the prisoners. I 
could not say whether it was distributed. I believe that some witness here gave 
testimony to that effect. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
Q. From your expenditure of the money, your buying the flour and sending 

it there, and from the information you have of it, can' you say whether it was 
distributed 1 . 

A. I callnot say whether it was distributed or not. After the purchase of 
the flour I went to Macon, and did not return to Andersonville any more. '
 

COU;IlSEL. My question was as to your information in regard to it.
 
WITNESS. My opinion is- 
The JUUGE ADVOCATE objected to the witness stating his opinion
 
Mr. BAKER contended that he had a right to do so.
 
After deliberation the objection was sustained.
 
Q. Have you not the best reason to believe that that flour was distributed 1
 
Same objection by the judge advocate.
 
After deliberation the objection was sustained.
 
Q. Did Oaptain Wirz 011 any occasion express to you any desire in reference 

to the prisoners; if so, state what they were? 
Objected to by the judge advocate on the ground that the prisoner could no 

more make testimony in his own favor by his declarations than he could be put 
on the stand as a witness. 

Mr. BAKER contended that as everything which the prisoner said 01' did had 
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been shown by the pros.ecution, the court had a right to know the other side of 
the case. He asked the question for the purpoBe of showing the prisoner's 
mind. 

After deliberation the objection was sustained. 

THE HANGING OF "THE RAIDERS.", 

I administered to five of the prisoners who were hanged. There was one of 
them who was not a Catholic. 'I'hey were arrested as raiders in the stockade, 
together with several more who were not condemned. '('here was a court-mar
tial of the prisoners held on these men an'd six of them were condemned. They 
were put in the stocks. I visited them the evening before they were hanged 
and gave them all the consolations of religion that it was possible for me to do, 
The next morning Captain Wirz came down to carry 'them to the stockade to 
be delivereu to the prisollers there. I asked him to delay their execution for 
another day, He sakI to me that it was out of his power. They were pris
oners who were plundering or robbing and using violence on other prisoners. 
That was what I considered as what was designated raiders. They were 
brought in by Captain Wirz with a company of soldiers. I cannot precisely 
give the words that he used, but I can give the substauce of them. My feelings 
were engrossed by the condemned men and my attention was turned to giving 
them all the consolations of religion before they passed off iuto eternity. Cap
tain 'VVirz said something like this: "Boys, I have taken these men out aud 
now I return them to you, having taken good care of them. I now commit 
-them 10 you. You cau do with them as you see fit." Theu turning around to 
the condemned men he saiil, "May the Lord have mercy on your souls." The 
men were then placed on a platform or gallows. They begged of me to make 
an appeal to their comrades-an appeal to spare them from execution. I made 
it to their fellow-prisoners. There was a hollow square formed with the six men 
and myself inside of it. One of them broke loose. He said he would not 
ascend the scaffold, and he broke through the line and ran into the swamp. A 
number of men followed and brought him back. 'rhey were his fellow-pris
oners who followed arid brought him back. After the men were hanged they 
were cut down and buried. 'I'hey carried them outside the stockade and buried 
them in a separate part of the graveyard, I believe. The last time I visited 
the graveyard I saw a place where I understood these six men were buried, 
separate and distinct from the rest. 

Q. From what you saw of Captain Wirz in reference to them, describe his
 
actions and feelings in reference to that affair. .
 
. A. I think I have mentioned that. He entered there with a company, and
 
after delivering up the men to the hangman he wheeled around and weut off.
 

Q. What was his conduct 1 
A. I could not see anything only calmness. I could not see any revengeful 

spirit indicated by him or auy great desire that these men ~hould be punished. 
I believe it was done with the object of deterring others from committi-ng sim
ilar crimes. After that there were .no more robberies in the stockade,at 
least none that were publicly notorious, none to that degree. 1 think Captain 
Wirz in that matter was carrying out the will of the majority of the priS
oners. The prisoners made application, I believe, to the authorities there to 
have some means adopted to stop this raiding, and I believe the authorities" 
gave these men up tll the prisoners to be tried by court-martial. I cannot say,., 
to whom it was understood that they applied. ':~ 
THE DlSP()SITION AND CONDUCT OF CAPTAI:" WIRZ TOWARDS THE PRISONERS.\! 

Q. Frorri your intimacy with Oaptain Wirz while you were there can yoU ;IC;~ 
state to the court what was his general conduct, as to kindness or harshnesS• ....'.-.i 
towards the prisoners?j; 

;;~ 
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A. I think I never saw him within the stockade except the time the men 
were hanged.

Q. I	 mean generally, inside, outside, and everywhere else. 
A. He was always calm and kind to me. 
Q. Was he to others, so far as you saw? 
A. Yes, sir, I have seen him commit no violence. He may sometimes have 

spoken harshly to some of the prisoners. 
Q. Did you ever hear there of the atrocities that have been developed in this 

court, or of his personal cruelties at all 1 
A. I	 have not all the testimony before me. 
Q. Did you hear of any of them 1 
A. I caimot say. '1'here have been some violences charged upon him here 

which I never heard of being committed by him. I never heard of his killing 
a man, or striking a man with a pistol, or kicking a man t.o de'tth. During my 
time in the stockade I never heard of it. I never heard, either inside or qut
side. during my stay there. that he had taken the life of a man by viulence ; 
that he had shot a man or kicked him to death. 

Q. 01' that he injured a man so that the man was laid up 1 
A. No, sir, I never heard positively. 
Q. If any such thing' occurred must you not have heard of it 1 
A.	 It is highly probable I should have heard of' it. 

CroBs-examiued by the JUDGE ADVOCATB : 
_ My duties there were very ailerons. They occupied the whole of my time. 
My health was somewhat impaired from it. I entered the stockade about nine 
o'clock in the morning, 'rhat was the time the prisoners could take most rest. 
I remained there sometimes till foul' and sometimes till five o'clock. In the 

, morning before going in I would say my prayers and read my "office." After 
I came out I continued saying my prayers. I was occupied with my own 
bU,siness and nobody's else. 

Q. How then could you see 01' know everything that transpired there in ref
'erence to Captain 'Virz 1 

A. I did not say that I did. 
Q. You have said that if' he had committed acts of' violence you would have 

known it 1 
A. I said it was highly probable I should h~,ve known it through report. 
Q. Why1 
A. Because if'such au act of violence were publicly dorie it would necessarily 

be rumored about. 
Q. Your means of knowledge were only your flssociation with the soldiers? 
A. I say it WdS highly probable that if' such a public act as m!lrdflring a man 

there were done, I would have heard of it. 
Q. Did you ever hear anything said there about Oaptain Wirz being a cruel 

man? 
A. I heard some prisoners saying he was a violent man. 
Q. What else did you heal' them say abllut him 1 
A. Nothing more than that he was a violent man; that he was harsh to some 

and cursed them. 
Q. How long were you there 1 
A. From some time about the 16th of June till near th" 1st of October, 1864. 

I remained there till the prisoners were nearly all removed. 
Q. Are you aware that prisoners are not in the habit of complaining of officers 

who have it in their power to punish them 1 
A. The office of keeper of a prison is a very odious one. ann his actions in 

the performance of his duty are usually looked upon as those of harshness. 
Q. Did your duties require you to curtail your religious services there? 
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A. Yes, sir; I had to shorten what is called the sacramentalia, arid also the 
ceremony of baptism. and also that of extreme unction. I had to 'give the sa· 
crament without the prescribed prayers. 

By the OOVRT : 
Q. State to the court whether, on the occasion of your visits there, you saw 

Oaptain Wirz within tbe stockade? 
A. I do not recollect having seen him so that I can speak positively within 

the stockade, except on this memorable occasion. He might have been in the 
stockade while I was in the hospital. 

Q. State whether you ever saw him in the hospital at any time. 
A. No, sir; I never saw him in the hospital. 

THE HANGING OF "THE RAIDERS." 

Q, Are you prepared to say that those six men who were hanged were 
brought to that extremity because of their being criminals, or because of their 
being so situated in that prison 1· Was there not great moral depravity there 1 

A. Yes; there was great moral depravity in the prison before the raiders were 
hanged. I heard men complaining of it. There must have been great moral 
depravity in it when the prisoners themselves made application to have these men 
tried. I cannot say whether they had been guilty of any capital crime. 

Q. Do you know whether their lives might not have been spared 1 
A. I cannot answer. 
Q. The record of. the prison shows that over 900 prisoners were sent away 

on the day these men were hanged. Do yOll know any reason why these men 
could not have been sent away instead of being hanged 1 

A. I do not know that any such number of men were sent away. That is a 
matter which I could not decide upon because it remained with the commandant 
there. 

CAPTAIN WIRZ AFFORDS FATHER WHELAN EVERY FACILITY IN VISITING THE 

PRISONERS AND RELIEVING THEIR WANTS. 

By OOUNSEL: 

Q. There were a number of other clergymen therr.. I had written to Savan
nah, to the bishop, to send another priest, as I was not able alone to attend to 
the sick and dying. A young man named Ol3vering came up and remained 
until his health was so impaired that he had to retul'll. Then a Oatholic priest 
named Kirhy came from Augusta and stayed some time. 'rhen a clergyman 
from Mobile came and stayed with me till the prisoners were nearly all removed. 
He left a few days before me. We stayed with the prisoners as long as we 
could. 

Q. Any physical assistance that you wished to render to the prisoners, could 
you render it with the same facilities fiS you could render sfJiritual assistance? 

A.	 I think 1 have mentioned that Oaptain Wirz gave me every facility. 
By the OOURT: 

It was in J anuary, 1865, that I bought this flour I spoke of. It was for the 
use of every person in the prison. I made no distinction as to sect or creed as 
f"r as body was concerned. As far afl the soul was concerned anyone who. 
asked me to administer to him I attended to. 

TH E RATIONS. 

Q. You have stated that you drew rations while you were there 1 
A. No, sir; I had a detailed soldier with me who got the rations; I do not 

know where; he was my cook; he was a prisoner on parole; I do not knoW' 
where he got them; I think he got them at the cook-house; the rations were 
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corn.bread; I can't say as to the quantity, but I got as much as I could eat and 
he got the same; I got meat too; I got some coffee which I purchased with Jl1Y 
own money; nothing else, except water; I might have got rice there; I had no 
peas, beans, or molasses; I might have bought them perhaps if I had had an 
opportunity to use them. The food I received there was ample for my suste
DllncP, but as I mentioned in my examination the quality was the same as that 
which the prisoners and the guard had. I have seen the rations and food they 
got, and this man got our food where it was obtained for the prisoners. He did 
not bring it to me cooke.d ; he cooked it himself, and sometimes he cooked one 
day what would do for two days. I ~ave he~rd pris~ners complain of not 
baving enough to eat; they often complall1ed of It. I dId not say the amount 
of food I got was the same as that issued to the prisoners as to quantity; I said 
as to quaH ty. 

By COUNSEL: 
I do not know anything as to what the prisoner got. 

By tbe COURT: 
I never received any putrid meat, I do not know but that the prisoners 

might have got some. The man who went to the cook-house brought this por
tion of food for himsdf and me. As to the qnantity, we got enough to eat; we 
were satisfied with it. It was not so much'my stomach I was looking after as 
the souls of the prisoners. I think the food taken to that bake-house was 
exclusively for the prisoners. 

Q. If that was the case was not what you received taken from them 1 
A. I think it was only the raising of a finger of every man's rations to give 

me what I eat. The prisoner with me on parole had a right to double rations, 
and the quantity of food I used I do not think would go far towards the starva
tion of the whole camp. 

'Q. Have you ever heard prisoners complain of short rations? . 
A. I have heard them complain as to the quantity of food. 
Q. Did you ever know of any starving to death 1 
A. I have seen persons there who were sick and the quality of food was such 

that they could not use it. They had diarrhcea, and the consequence was they 
may have died of starvation, '1'he prisoners looked, some of them, very ema
ciated-those who had scurvy-and diarrhcea followed from it. They were 
extremely emaciated, and there was a good deal of filth in the prison, I cannot 
tell you to how many dying persons I have administered spiritual aid. Perhaps 
it mi~ht have been fifteen hundred or two thousand. I think I would be safe 
insaying more than one thousand. I think it would approximate to the number. 

Q. Are you prepared to say that out of that one thousand none died from 
starvation 1 

A. I say that I am not prepared to say that. 
Q. I ask the further question whether it is not your belief that some of them 

died from starvation ? . 
A. I.have mentioned the circumstance that where the quality of the food was 

such that it could not be used, and where sick men were not able to use it, they 
must necessarily die from starvation. 

Mr. BAKER. I desire to state to the court that I have examined these two 
witnesses at this time so that they might visit the prisoner as his spiritual ad
viser. I understand that they were,prevented hitherto for the reason that they 
were to be witnessts for the defence. . 

'the PRESIDENT. That is a mat.ter for the officer in charge of the prison, not 
for us. The court has stated before that it has nothing to do with the prisoner, 
aI\.dthat any arrangement of that kind by the atithorit,Y of the Secretary of War 
must be made with the officer in charge of the prison. 

Mr. BAKER. I only want to ascertain from the judge advocate-
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The PRESIDENT. Goon with your witnesses, Mr. Baker. 
Mr. BAKER. I Sllppose the court will allow me to say-
The PRESIDENT. It is unnecessary to call on the court. 
Mr. BAKER, Will the judge advocate give these clergymen their certificates? 
'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. They have both received their certificates. 
Mr. BAKER. In order that they may visit the prison 1 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. No, but certificates of their having been in attendance, 

and of their having testified as witnesses. 

SEPTEMBER 26, 1865. 

Colonel JAMES H. FANNIN,"recalled for the defence: 

I received an order from Brigadier General Cobb to report for duty at, An
dersonville, with my regiment: I reported there on the 9th of May, 1864. I 
continued on duty there until September; occasionally I was absent on fur
lough. I was colonel of the first regiment Georgia reserves. I was on duty at 
Andersonville from the 9th of May till, I think, the middle of September. I 
was not there all the time; I was away sometimes under orders. 

THE POWER OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TO .GRANT FQRLOUGHS. 

I was in command of the guard. forces a great portion of the time. I never 
was in command of the post; I was in command of the troops. I was under 
the command of General Winder while he was there. When first I re
ported at the post Colonel Persons commanded it; afterwards the post was 
commandeo. by Colonel Forno. Captain Wirz wonld' make known his wishes 
to the commandant of the post. He would make out requisitions for the num
ber of guards he wished put on duty.'fhe commandant of the post would no
tify the commandant of the troops of the number of guards wanted. The guards 
were furnished by the commandant of the troops to the commandant of the post, 
and then the officer commanding the guards was always ordered to report to 
Captain W irz for instructions. When I first went there I suppose there were 
not more than 250 to' 300 men there on duty. At that time there were reported 
to be only about 13,000 prisoners, 'fhe guard force always increased as the' 
number of prisoners increased, and in June I think our force was augmented 
by the second, third and fourth regiments of Georgia reserves, and in August a 
battalion of militia, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Furlow, reported for 
duty, and were there for some weeks. Thcy were all there at one time. I for
got to mention that there was a portion of the fifty-fifth Georgia volunteers ~ta· 

tioned there all that time. I do not think that at anv timE> there was an effective 
force of more thrtn 1,300 to 1,500. There may ha~e been a few days when, , 
counting detailed men and all that conld be brought into action, there were as 
many as 1,800; but we very seldom had more than from 1,000 to 1,200 men 
for duty; our force was reduced from various causes. In the first place the 
Georgia reserves were subject to have details madc from the ranks. A good 
many men were detailed and sent home as farmers. Many mechanics were de
tailed and sent to different portions of the army. Some men were detai.led :)s 
scouts and sent to General Joseph E. Johnston, as he was retreating oefore 
General Sherman before he reached Atlanta. Then we had a good deal ~f 
sicklless at the post; and, besides, a good many men were taken out as serg~ants 
by Captain Wirz. Most of the troops were armed, but their arms were not very 
~ood ones. . A grea~ many of the arms were old flint and steel locks ch~nge1. 
lDto percuSSIOns. '1 hey were not a good weapon by any means. A. portIOn 0 • 

the time there were a good many men there without weapons at all; very often 
we had to cause them when mounting guard to take the pieces of the old guar?S, 
at least a portion of them. I do not think Captain Wirz had the right to ~llD1sh 
the guards for any acts they had cQmmitted. He could not reward them III any 
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way. The only way in which he could have troubled a soldier on guard would 
have been to prefpr charges against him. I have heard Captain Wirz say that 
he had preferred charges against confederate soldiers; I do not know that I 
ever saw them. 'l'he subject of furloughs came under Captain Wirz's authority. 
I recollect on one occasion that he approved a furlough for me; he acted as 
commandant of the post for a few days. He could not do so at any other time; 
he could not do so for the soldiers; he had !lothing to do with the soldiers except 
lifter they had reported to him for guard duty at the stockade; that authority 
would continue over them from one guard-mounting to the other-from eight 
o'clock in the morning till eight the next morning. The channel throngh which 
furloughs had to be obtained was this: An enlisted man would make applica
tion to the captain of llis company. The captain of his company would for
ward it, with or without his approval, to the commander of his regiment, from 
whom it would be forwarded to the commandant of the troops, and thence to the 
commandant of the post. It would not in any way go to or. touch Captain 
Wirz-not for any of the soldiers. I should not have respected any furlough 
that came from him in that way. I do not presume a soldier could have got· 
away from there on any such furlough as his; it would have been irregular if 
he had. 

Q. Did you in any way know or hear of furloughs given to the guards for 
shooting Union prisoners. 

A. I am satisfied that it was never done. 

By the JUDGg ADVOCATE: 
I know that none was ever given while I was in command; none by myself. 
Q.' Did Captain Wirz ever ask you or intimate to you to give soldiers fur

loughs for shooting Union prisoners 1 . . 
(Objected to by the judge advocate, as being in the first place negative 

evidence that amounted to nothing, and in the second place as being objection
able, because it was an attempt to sustain the defence by the prisoner's own 
declarations. 

After deliberation the objection was snstained.) 
Q. Did a guard ever apply to you for a furlough on the ground that he had 

shot a Union prisoner, or did you ever hear of such a thing while you were 
there? 

A. I heard that such things were spoken of there, but they were mere rumor, 
and there was no truth in them; I cannot say that any soldiers ever applied to 
me· for furloughs on that ground; I do not know that any application was made 
ou that ground; none ever was that I know of. I heard, as I have heard 
since I came here, that charges were made in that direction; that it was stated 
that furloughs could be had for shooting Union prisoners; but I am satisfied-

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. You need not give your opinion. 
WITNESS. I heard it as camp rumor; nothing more. 
There never was an application of that kind made to me that I know of; if 

there had been such an application I think I would have recollected it; I was 
never requested by anyone to give a guard a furlough because he had shot a 
Uuion prisoner; I recollect on one occasion there was a man applying for a 
furlough who, it appeared, had shot one or twu Union prisoners for crossing 
the dead·line at night, and it was remarked by some one, when he made the 
applica,tion, that he was a good shot and that he ought to be furloughed; but 
there was no furlough granted and no application made on that ground; the 
reason that remark was made was that a great many prisoners had crossed the· 
dead-line, and had traded a good deal wi th the guards; they used to tie their 
watches to strings and exchanged them with the guards for potatoes; the 
remark was· made in this way to show that this man had not been bribed,' and 
h~,~ p.~tbeen trading with the prisoners. The reason that these men crossed the 
. . II. Ex. Doc. 23--28 
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dead· line at night, I had every reason to believe, was because Captain Wirz 
was outside the stockade at that time, sinking a hole to strike a tunnel, which 
he did the next day; this occurred at post number seventeen, on the north side 
of the branch, east of the stockade; it seems that Captain Wirz had received 
information that this tunnel passed near to the stoop where the sentry stood; 
they were digging on 'the outer side of the stockade to sink a hole down to the 
t1,1nnel, and it was supposed that these men who were shot had crossed the dead
line in order to look through the crevices of the stockade to see what was going 
on, and whether or not they were trying to get to the tunnel. 

Q. And the remark about receiving furloughs for shooting Union prisoners 
came from that circumstance? 

A. That was the only connection in which I ever heard it used; there was 
a general court-martial, of which Colonel Forno was president, orgaliized at 
Andersonville, I think, in July or August, 1864, to try some of the guard forces 
and sentries; it was in session two or three weeks, trying confederate soldiers 
and officers. On the advance of General Sherman to Atlanta it was thought 
safe to evacuate the post at Andersonville, and General Winder made application 
to the officer who convened the court to have authority conferred upon him to· 
order the court away at will; it was ordered from Andersonville to Camp Lawton, 
five miles north of Millen. and was convened again there in September, I think; 
they had not finished the trial of confederate soldiers at Andersonville; I nevei' 
saw any portion of the fifth Georgia regiment there but once that I recollect; the 
fifth Georgia reserves, Colonp.l Cumming's regiment, came down one night to 
help remove the prisoners, and they carried some, I think, to Florence, South 
Carolina; that regiment came down in the evening, and went off that night; I 
think that was the only time I ever saw them there; I cannot give the month 
when that was; I know that it was when the prisoners were being removed, in 
August or September, I think. 

tSee " shooting of prisoners by the guards."} 

TH E ORDERS TO THE SENTINELS. 

There was an order to shoot prisoners for crossing the dead·line in existence 
all the time that I was there j prisoners were notallowed to pass within the little 
railing inside the stockade; I never heard that order come from the commander 
of the post, but I know that the different commanders of the post knew that 
there was such an order; I do not know that I ever talked with them on the 
subject, but I am satisfied that they were aware of it, for I was in the stockade 
at different times with the commanders of the post. 

THE il'IUSIC AT ANDERSONVILLE FUk:,\ISHED BY PAROLED FEDERAL PRISONERS.. 

All the music we had at Andersonville was made by federal prisoners wl~o 
were paroled. I made application to Captain Wirz one day, just before a tra!n 
of can, arrived, for the detail of a man by the name of Johnny Griffiths, a fi.te
major in one of the federal rE'giments who was captured in northern GeorgIa; 
Capr.ain Wirz remarked to me that h,e had no authority to detail the man, but 
that he would make an effort to have it done for me; the man was paroled, and 
acted as fifer of my regiment until he was sent away to be exchanged; there 
was quite a namber of such men paroled . 

. THE DOGS 

Sergeant Turner, the owner of t.he dogs, belonged to the 1st regiment G~orgia 
reserves, my regiment, company IT; I was not personally acquainted WIth ~1~ 
the men in the different companies; I do not know that I ever saw rrur~ler ttl' 
an order came from General Winder, in June or July, 1864, requiring thIS man 
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Turner to report to him in person; I recollect sending for the man, and his 
repurtingto me; I sent him over to General Winder, and he came back and 
reported to me that General Winder had given him a furlough to go home; I 
said that was something rather irregular, I thought; and I asked him on what 
business he had been ordered; he said that the general had ordered him to go 
home and get a pack of negro-dogs he had, and bring them there in order to 
capture prisoners; I told him that I should object to anything of that kind; I 
was needing all the men I had at the time, as the guard duty was very heavy; 
but I was o\'erruled. He was sent for his dogs, and returned with them, I 
think, in the latter part of June, or about the first or the middle of July; I did 
not know the man personally until he reported in pursuance of that order, but 
his company joined the regiment about the 15th or 18th of April, 1864; I have 
reason to believe that it wa" formed in.vVhite county, Georgia, and that its 
members mostly lived there. He was detailed by General Winder's order; I 
should not lJave respected the order if Oaptain Wirz had detailed that man. 
Dogs were used to catch confederate soldiers; some men deserted; the dogs 
were put on the track, and overtook them; they were brought in by this man 
Turner; they were used for capturing Union prisoners and confederate soldiers, 
I believe; I know of but one instance of their overtaking confederate soldiers; 
I think some eight or nine were pursued at that time; they were pursued about 
ninety miles. 

Q. Do you know of any rule or regulation in regard to the dogs going round 
the prison every morning to make captures? 

A. I don't know of any order on that subject. I cannot say how often I saw 
them during my stay there; I saw them several times; I cannot say whether 
it was a universal or general thing for them to do that. I never knew of any 
such rule or regulation of my oWlIknowledge; I never knew there was any 
such practice; if there had been I would have heard of it, I suppose. 

'tHE PUNISHMENT OF THE CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS A~D FEDERAL SOLDIERS 

COMPARED. 

Q. How were the confederate soldiers punished for escaping; or for other 
offences, in comparison with the federal prisoners 1 Were they punished in the 
same manner, or otherwise? \ 

A. Punishments were inflicted by the officers; a good many of them were 
made to dig up stumps for trifling offences; others, when tried by a cou'rt
martial wore ball and chain. 

Q. You have seen them wear balls ann.chain the same as the federal soldiers? 
. A. The guard-house was nowhere near my quarters; I knew the sentences 
of the court, and I have heard of balls being upon conf~derate soldiers; I never 
saw it at the post; I knew the sentences and I have heard of cases; a man by 
the name of Bush was taken sick, and a physician advised that the ball be 
removed from him, and I understood it was done; I did not see it, however; he 
was a confederate soldier; a member of the 5.5th Georgia volunteers. 

THE SUPPLY OF WOOD• 

. :I~ was a daily duty for a long while detailing a wood guard fo1' the federal 
pl'lson~rs, whilst there were so many prisoners there; they commenced making 
a. detaIl of a wood guard, I think, in June, of 12.5 every day, to report at the 
so.uth gate ?f the stockade; it was their duty, at one o'clock every day, to go 
With the pl'lsoners after wood, and they generally returned to camp about dusk. 
lreaIly;cannot say what proportion the guard bore to the prisoners in numbers.; 
I.,gen~rally furnished a detail of about 120 to 125 men; the guard duty at that 
tU:~le-'·was very heavy indeed. In June, when I used to have to furnish the 
guar~¥;;thC1'e was a good deal of grumbling, and I had to threaten to arrest men; 
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frequently men would be relieved at eight o'clock, and would have to go at 
one o'clock to act as wood guard; there were complaints and desertions on that 
account; I know that it was a very heavy duty upon the guard. ·When I had' 
nine hundred men reporting for duty, I recollect that for three or four days 
consecutively I furnished a detail of six hundred meu for duty at the stockade; 
a part of them were for a w.ood guard; a portion of the old guard were retained. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED By'WIRZ. 

I never saw Captain Wirz shoot a prisoner; I riever saw him kick one; I 
never heard of his doing such a thing as killing or otherwise injmiug a prisoner 
in any way while I was there. 

Q. Would you not have heard of it if any such thing had occurred? 
A. I should have thought it 'probable at least. I never knew or heard of 

his beating a prisoner with a pistol, or anything of that kind. 

THE DIFFICUL'l'¥ O'F PROCURING TOOLS, AXES, ETC. 

I made frequent requisitions for tools for my regiment, and could not get 
them very frequently when we needed them. I made my requisitions on the 
qnartermaster, J. L. Morgan, at Macon, Georgia, and sometime,; sent a quar
termaster up and try to secnre .hem, and he would come back and report to me 
that he was unable to get them. It was so most of the time while we were 
stationed at the post. We never' were well equipped. We did not have the 
tools which should have been furnished.. I cannot say anything of my per
sonal knowledge as to what became of the tools used by negroes, who worked 
there awhile. I can only make a statement of a general character on that sub
ject. When General Stoneman was marching down in the direction of Macon, 
General Winder was afraid he would take Andersonville in his route, and called 
upon the farmers in the neighborhood, and in adjacent counties, to render all 
the assistance they could. His call was responded to by sending up a good 
many negroes with tools. They threw up earthworks-some three or four 
fortifications around the stockade; they put in one or two other lines of stock
ade timbers around the original stockade. When they left, (it was about the 
time of Stoneman's raid-I don't recollect exactly the month,) I was one day 
talking with General Winder at his headqtiarters, and, to the best of my recol
lection, a man, of somewhere ,from the neighboring county, was grumblin.g 
about some one trying to hinder him from carrying his tools away when hIS 
hands went; that they were trying to detain them longer than he thought ne
cessary, and he came to speak to General Winder about it. He did so in my 
presence. I don't know that Captain Wirz had allY control over those negroes 
or the tools, implements, axes, &c., at all. I do not think he had authority to 
retain them. 'I'hey came in pursuance of a call of General Winder. ']'hat 
was as I heard it. I never saw the call of General Winder. It was a mere 
report there at the post. I know that the negroes were there, for I saw them. 

Q. Did Captain Wirz at any time complain to you, in your official position, 
in regard to the deficiency of fuel, shelter, transportation, and the like 1 

(Question objected to by the judge advocate. 
'1'he court, after deliberation, sustained the objection.) . 
Q. What do you know about General 'Winder's complaining to Captain WII'Z 

of	 any conduct for the relief of the prisoners there? 
(Question objected to by the judge advocate. ' . 
The court, after deliberation, sustained the objection.) 

TH~ RATIONS. 

Sometimes we received bacon, sometimes salt pork, or salt beef; sometime~:; 
fresh beef, sorghum molasses, and corn bread. Our rations were not always a~, 
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good as I thougM they might have been. .I had to see General Winder upon 
the subject several times, and had some of our rations sent back to the commis
sary of the post, but they were returned to my regiment. After I came back 
to the regiment, I still found the troops grumbling about the rations. I exam
ined them myself, and ordered them back a second time, ana General Winder 
ordered a new issue. 'rhat was of beef. 'rhe corn meal was of a very in(erio1' 
character; I think that most of the time it was musty. I know that the por
tion of it that I got was so. We were never able to draw flour except occa
sionally. When I first went there in !\fay, when an officer reported sick he 
would be able to get a small quantity of Hour; but that only remained so for a 
short time. The meal was ground very coarse indeed. There was a great 
deal of grumbling about rations, and they did desert, some of them complaining 
that they were not well fed. 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ FROM A:-.TDERSONVILLE IN 'fHE SUMMER OF 
1864. 

I know that Captain 'Wirz was .sick at Andersonville last summer, and for a 
time was confined to his house, and did not come to the post. The house at 
which he was living was, I think. about two miles from Andersonville. 1 was 
out once, in company with Dr. VVhite, and Captain Wirz was then confined to 
his bed. 1 was going to another place, and was passing Captain Wirz's house 
with Dr. White; he and I stopped. Captain Wirz was very sick that day. 
He was away from the post for some weeks; I cannot say how long, exactly. 
This was in August, 1 think. 1 think he was sick, and had been a week or 
two-probably about the 13th of Aug·ust. I recollect an incident then that 
occurred at the post. Captain Wirz was absent from the post at the time the 
stockade was washed down, and 1 think that was on Tuesday, the 13th of Au
gust. He was sick at that time, I think. 

THE HANGll\"G OF THE RAIDERS. 

I frequently heard the prisoners inside the stockade whooping and hallooing 
at night. I am satisfied they were fighting, from the licks 1 could hear, and 
the screams after the licks. I have heard it frequently at night. It was about 
the time those raiders were at work inside the stockade. 1 was one day about 
150 yards from Captain Wirz's headquarters, and 1 heard a whooping, as if 
from a crowd of men. 1 looked and saw that they were federal prisoners 
standing in front of his door. 1 walked in that direction, and went up the 
steps. 1 judge there were about 120 sergeants standing there together. I 
think there wer~ four ranks doubled-eight ranks-to get them into a small 
space, right in front of the house. Captain Wirz seemed to be making a speech 
to them. 1 walked between the house and the men and stepped up on the 
floor, near Oaptain Wirz, and 1 inquired of some men who were standing there. 
They told me that these men had petitioned to be allowed to d.o as they pleased 
with some men inside the stockade who had been committing outrages-robbe
ries and murders upon others of their number. Abont the time 1 stepped near 
Oaptain Wirz, he took a hat in his hand-a black, tall hat; he held it out, and 
one of the prisoners stepped forward, (1 did not know him by name,) and took 
from the hat small slips of paper, and in that way selected a jury from the num
ber, to try these men. Captain Wirz made a few remarks to them, and, using 
some profane language, said that he wonld turn the damned rascals over to them, 
or somethi!lg of that kind, and let them do as they pleased with them; that 
they could try them. They went back then with expressions of gratification. 
'I.'hey hurrahed. 'l'he jury were selected, and marched out as their names were 
called. 'l'hey formed a line, and were counted out just before me; 1 was within 
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about three yards of them. They were all marched inside the stockade. There 
a court was convened; a guard was furnished them, and went in and brought out 
the men whom they desired to have tried. The witnesses came in before them, 
and they tried and sentenced some of these men-some of them to be hung.' 
Six were executed, and others had other sentences inflicted upon them in the 
stockade. They made some of them run the gauntlet. 'rhere was a street inside 
the stockade-a wagon way which had been left open for the wagon that carried 
in the rations. }<'rom an elevation I could see inside the stockade; and I saw that 
the prisoners seemed to open their ranks on each side of this road; they would 
start a prisoner at one end and make him run 150 yards, and everyone on differ
ent sides would get old sticks and clubs, and everything of that kind, and strike 
the prisoner as he passed. I could hear the yelling and see the racing. They 
would crack the man. anywhere they could when he went by. I understood 
that one man was killed in that way. I never knew the fact. These sergeants, of 
whom I have spoken, were all federal prisoners; they were commanders of 
squads of nineties, I believe. I heard they were selected. The confederate 
troops or officers had not anything in the world to do with, that matter. I heard 
General Winder speak of. it. I think he wrote tu Richmond to know what to 
do about the matter. After these men were' sentenced by the court, he would 
not allow them to be hung until he received orders; I don't know from where 
or from whom. I know he waited some time before they were hung. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

My regiment was ordered to take the quarters of the 26th Alabama. We 
remained there from about the 11 th of May till somewhere in June, 'IV hen we 
moved above. We had sinks in the rear of' the regiment, and the orders were 
for the men to use them. We were then removed from that place to a hill, a 
quarter or a half a mile-nearly a half a mile from the' stockade. We used 
well-water. I recollect Captain Wirz objecting to Colonel Harris of the third 
regiment carrying his troops as far away from the stockade as he wanted to, 
saying that he was afraid he would be too far away; that he needed him very 
much, as he was scarce of troops. Colonel Harrid located a little nearer the 
stockade on that account. One regiment, in June, July or August, of Illst year, 
was encamped near the depot----:-the 4th regiment; and the latter part of the 
year the 55th regiment was moved over there, near the same place, near the 
depot, about a half a mile above tIle stockade. I do not know whether they 
were ever removed, for the purpose of relieving that brook, or anything of that 
kind. I never heard any fuss made about it at that time. I never heard cbm~ 
pLlint from anyone in relation to the troops polluting the water of that brook. 
Whenever we were camped near the stockade, I desired to get my regiment 
further from it. There had been some cases of small pox at the stockade which 
had been brought out; and I desired to carry my regiment further from the 
stockade. I did so on that account, together with others. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I do not know who ordered the chain-gang. I have seen men in the cha!n
gang. I know when General Winder came there. I don't know that the cham
gang was ever there before he carne. I don't recollect positively as to the time I 
saw it. I know that I have seen men wearing the ball and chain. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

'rhe first dead-house was just in front of the south gate of tbe stockade" 
about forty or fifty yards from it. I never saw or knew a guard to be statioJl~~ 
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there. TIle last place they llad for depositing the dead was inside the guard 
lines, from the fact that it was intiide the hOtipital enclosure. 

SHOOTING OF PRISON8RS BY TH8 GUARDS. 

I have made efforts to have a good many met;l arrested for firing off their guns 
atrandolll. We were very scarce of ammunition there and issued an order not 
t!l allow any guu to be fired except under orders. Sometimes the men wouln. 
come and make application to fire off their guns, stating that they had been in 
the rai!! and were in a bad condition. t;ometimes they would fail to g'et per
mission, and occasionally we would hear a guu fired at nigh t. The firing at 
night was frequent. We. had a good deal of trouble on that account. We 
frequently stationed out-guards to catch those who fired off their pieces at night, 
and they caught some. 'l'his firing was very frequently done at night and 
occasionally in th,~ day. Really I cannot tell how it was in comparison. Many 
would take their pieces and go out into the woods during the' day and fire; Wl

_would hear firing in the vicinity of the camp. Sometimes sentinels in going 
backward and forward at night would fire off their guns. Some of them were 
allowed to come from the stockade out to the quarters for their suppers, and I 
have heard the officer of the guard complaining, and saying that they had tried 
to find out some of the men who had fired off their guns coming back; after 
going up to quarters to get supper they would fire off their guns on their return. 
1 heard of the trading carried on between the prisoners inside and the guard 
forces. I never saw anything of it. 

THE ORDER TO FIRE TH8 ARTILLERY UPON THE PRISON8RS. 

,i recollect that one day when I was at the Star fortification, as it was called, 
a lot of prisoners came in. They were counted off, put into squads, and ordered 
to the prison gate. A large crowd of prisoners were congregated inside the 
stockade near the gate, inside of a line where some flags wer,e put on poles. 
General Winder came up. Captain Wirz was there, at a piece of artillery 
near by where I was. He sent over and orderei the prisoners away, saying 
that it was a rule at the post to shoot into such crowds. I had heard before 
among the officers. that such a rule had been instituted. I never saw the order 
in writing. Captain Wirz Rent a sergeant of his (1 think his name was Smith) 
on his horse over to the gate, and told him to tell the sentinel by the gate to tell 
those men to clear away; that if they did not he would have to have the gun 
fired over there. They did go away, and the gun was not fired. 

TUNNELLING OUT. 

We have had what we called" false alarms," and have been ordered QUI.. In 
som~ instances the troops have been kept ont nearly all night, aronnd the stock
ade. I mean by "false alarms" that we have been notified that the prisoners 

.were going to make an effort to get out of the stockade, and the troops were 
ordered ont to be able to meet them; but no effort of the kind was made. The 
attem'~t was to be made by tunnelling. There was a hole for the prisoners to 
crawl through and get outside under the stockade wall. One of those to which 
1 alluded yesterday was a very large one. I have heard of some prisoners 
having escaped through tunnels. I received orders and notifications from 
Captain Wirz. He said he had been informed by some prisoners that tunnels 
were nearly completed, and the guard was called out to prevent escape. This 
Mtppelled several times while I was at the post. . 

THE DEFICIENCY OF TRANSPORTATION. 

I have seen a few mules and horses at that post-I suppose twenty-that 
were hauling teams. I never put myself to the trouble of counting them. I 
have seen some officers' horses there at the stable. 
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CONDIT10N OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I know the prison was very much crowded. It was very difficult sometimes 
for prisoners in large lots to march in. They would congregate around the 
gate. I was there one day when about twelve hundred arrived. Oaptain Wirz 
remarked that he was very SOlTY they sent so many men there, as they were 
crowding the prison so much. That was before the enlargement of the prison 
was completed. They were making arrangements then to enlarge it. I should 
think he was frequently anlloyed and troubled ill that way, because the. prison 
was very much crowded-very much indeed. Large lots of prisoners came in 
day after day. I should think they could not be very well cared for, there were 
so many of them-together on that small piece of ground. All the prisons at 
Richmond were evacuated on account of the movements of Generall\1eade, and 
the prisoners were sent to Andersonville very rapidly. Then, on account of 
the movements of the federal army from Pensacola towards Selma, Alabama, to 
cut off Mobile, the prisoners were sent from Oahawba. 'They came in very 
rapidly in June or July. General Winder sent Oaptain Dyke to Alabama to 
establish a prison there. He came back and reported that on accoullt of the 
movements of the fcderal army in Alabama that was declined. There was one 
built at Florence, South Oarolina, and one at Millen, Georgia. 

Q. Do you know of any prisons having to be broken up for that cause 1 
A. Yps. Most of the prisoners were sent there for that reason. I know that 

a great many were sent away fi:om Andersonville for exchange. Some were 
sent to Savannah. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY WIRZ. 

Oaptain Wirz rode a gray mare. I do not know that I ever saw him ride any 
other. I do not know of his riding or having any other. I do not know how 
Oaptain Wirz became crippled in his arm. 

GENER~L COBB~ SPEECH. 

General Oobb was at Andersonville twice. 
OOUNSEL for the defe~ce, (having referred to the record.) Did you hear the. 

speech made by General Oobb, at Andersonville, in March, 1865 ? 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I wish to submit to the court, in this connection, a 

question which I deem of considerable importanee, as, if decided in one way, ~t 
will abbreviate this trial; and if decided in the opposite way, will lengthen. It 
very much. It is, whether counsel for the defence can defend all the parties 
inculpated in the evidence. I do not wish to have the appearance of trying to 
exclude a particle of testimony that might assist; in explaining away the ~on
duct of the accused, as shown by the witnesses for the government; but still; I 
must insist that counsel has no right to appear for anyone else than Oapt~iU 
Wirz, and to defend such conduct as he has committed in connection With 
others, so far as the question of conspiracy is concerned. The goverument h~S 
not prosecuted in this trial anyone but Oaptain Wirz with the vigor that It 
would have displayed if others were on trial; and that is an additional rea~on 
why the defendant should not be allowed to go on with his defence as agaiUst . 
the others named and not named. The particular acts committed by co-co.n
spirators cannot be explained away except by parties authorized to appear fQr 
them, and when they themselves are on trial. . . 

Mr. BAKER. I have no desire to follow the government in its investIgatIon 
after the truth touching other conspirators, and 1 wonld most willingly h~ve th~ 
judge advocate put on record, so that this court may take cognizance of It, t?a" 
testimony affecting others who are charged as conspirators, and not affectJDg 
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Captain vVirz, shall not be taken into consideration, as against him. If he will 
do that, I will willingly refrain from pursuing the,inquiry as to General Oobb 
and others; but if not, I claim that 1 have a right, in defending Oaptain Wirz, 
to show that the acts alIe.ged against others, and in which he is sought to be 
involved, were not committed. 

After further discussion the court was cleared for deliberation; and on the 
doors being reopened, it was announced that the judge advocate withdrew the 
question.

Q. Did you hear GeneralOobb in his speech at Andersonville make use of 
such language as this-

('l'hejudge advocate objected to the question being put in that form. The 
witness should be asked to state what General Oobb had said, not what he had 
not said.' . 
. After deliberation the objection was sustained.) 

Q. What language did you hear General Oobb make use of iu March, 1865, 
there? 

A. He,made a speech there some time this year; I cannot speak positively 
as to the date; it was probably about that time; but I cannot say with any 
degree of certainty what was said. I never expected to be called on the stand 
as a witness. I think General Oobb came there and made a speech more for 
the troops than anything else. There had been a great many desertions among 
the confederate troops. General Sherman had passed through the State, and the 
.homes of many of the men had been destroyed. The men made applications 
for furloughs, which were not granted, and a great many deserted. There was 
a good deal of dissatisfaction at camp, and General Oobb came at the solicita
tion of Captain Dyke, Oolonel Gibbs, and some other officers, and made a speech 
for several minutes, at a place called the brick-yard, arranged for the purpose. 
He spoke to the officers and men, and tried to interest them to do their duty. I 
do not recollect any particular points of his speech. 

Q. Did he or did he not use this language1-
The JUDGE ADVOCATE requested Mr. Baker to wl:ite his question before 

putting it to witness. 
l\fr. BAKER. The question I desire to put to the witness is this: whether 

or not General Oobb said in that speech-
'l'he JUDGE ADVOCATE, (to the witness.) Oolonel Fannin, will you please 

. step out of the room for a moment? 
The witness left the room, and the doors were closed. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Now, Mr. Baker, you may state your question. 
MI'. BAKER. I will not ask a question till my witness returns. A witness 

was ·n~.ver turned out before. It is a personal insult to me. . 
\The JUDGE ADVOCATE. It is not unusual when counsel persists in asking
 
~1J.uestion that is in its nature leading, and when he declines to put the ques

tIOn in writing, to exclude the witness fi'om the court. It is no unusual pro

cedure, and is no insult to the counselor the witness.
 

Mr. BAKER. 'fhe government has had its witnesses here, day in and day 
out, has had them all together, and examined them in the presence of each 
other, and I never made any objection, nor asked for the exclusion of a witness. 
And yet, no sooner as we enter on our defence, we are told that we must reduce 
our questions to writing, when the court and the judge advocate know that we 
have no time to do so, and one of our witnesses is excluded when he is asked 
a fair and proper 'question. I cannot reduce my questions to writing. I told 
th~ court so last week; and if I am compelled to do it I must leave the case. 
. The PRESIDENT, (to Mr. Baker.) I think you are taking rather an unfair 
advantage of this proceeding. The judge advocate does not ask you to put 
your questions in writing. 

Mr. BAKER. But he sends my witness out because I do not do so. 
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The PRESIDENT. Allow me to proceed. It would not be possible to get 
through the case in that way. He has asked you, however, to put in writing 
this question, as he had a right to anticipate that it was going to be suggestive 
to the witness. 

Mr. SA KER. Well, sir, I cannot proceed under any such rule. 
The PH 8SmgNT. It may be that your associate counsel can. 
Mr. BAKER. I am willing to abide by any fair rule that the court may pre

scribe for both sides of the case; but it is not right to hamper me in this way; 
when I am hampered in so many other ways. I am sorry to think-but I must 
think so-that it is personal to myself. 

'1'he PRESIDI?NT. Your object I think is to excite some sympathy on your 
behalf, Mr. Baker, as well out of court as in court. If you state wh'lt you wish 
decided, the court will decide upon it. 

Mr. BAKER. I v"ant my witness to take his place on the stand, as he should. 
That is all I ask. Everything was done for the government-

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. If you did not do. your duty, I am not going to 
fail to do mine. 

Mr. BAKER. The judge advocate knows that I strive to avoid all unpleas
antness. 

The PRESIDENT. I desire to understand what you want. 
Mr. BAKER. I was going to reply to the judg'O advocate-
The PREiSIDENT. We do not want any speeches. We will settle that point 

immediately. LRt the room be cleared. 
'1'he court was cleared for deliberation, and dner the doors were reopened, 

the decision of the court was announced by the president as follows: 
I desire to call the attention of counsel to a passage of " De Hart's Military 

Law," applicable to this point: 

It sometimes happens that a question when propounded hy one of the parties or a member 
of the court appears too objectionable to be read in the hearing of a witness; in such case it 
is manifestly tbe duty of the judge advocate to ask to have the court cleared befo·re it is an
nounced, and then state the objections to it. This is a means of preventing a witness from 
being instructed or led in the course of his evidence by improper questions, though they 
are not permitted to be answered. 

In this case, in order to save the trouble and confusion of clearing the room, 
the judge advocate directed the witness to retire, instead of having the room 
cleal"eu as he might have done. 

In reference to anotller point, we will settle it here. The judge advocate, 
when he anticipates a question of a leading character, or one likely to instr~ct a . 
witness, has a right to require the q.uestion to be reduced to writing and submltted 
to him. He has also, at the sam·e time, a right either to have the room cleared, . 
or to ask the witness to retire, so that the qnestion may be considcred by the 
court. . 

Mr. BAKER. I have no objection to that rule.. 
The P{(ESIDENT. Very well, sir; that settles this point. 
Mr. BAKER. I know all these rules very well, but what I do object to is that 

my witness should be in that way sent from the stand. 
The PRESIDENT. Whenever the judge advocate sees fit and proper to do so, 

he may direct a witness to retire, or when he deems it necessary in the proper 
discharge of his duty, he may require that the question shall be reduced to 
writing and submitted to him. 

Mr. BAKER. Before he sends my witness from the stand, he must first hear 
my question, or give me some notice. 

The PRESIDENT. He is not required to g-ive any notice or to hear your ques: 
tion. If you propound your question orally tile mi~chief would be done. 

Mr. BAKER. He might suggest to me as a gentleman that he wished me to 
stop, and wished the witness to retire. 
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. The PRESIDENT. If there be any objection to, the mode of getting the witness 
out of the room, that is for the court. The court will take care of its OWli honor 
and dignity. "'. 

Mr. BAKER. As to that, I have nothmg to say, but I do object. 
. '1'he PRESIDENT. The question is settled, sir. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I have a distinct recollection of asking the counsel 

to reduce his question to writing, and when he declined to do so, and persisted 
in putting,it orally, I said to the witness-" Goloncl Fanning, will you please 
step out ,1" 

'J'he PRESID8:11T. Itis not material what form of expression was used. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. ,There was an imputation made by the counsel that 

I had not acted gentlemanly. 
Mr. BAKER. I only ask you to treat me with the same courtesy as I do you. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Have I not done so 1 
Mr. BAKER. I do not feel that you have; I know your heart is good enough, 

but-
The PRESIDENT. Gentlemen, you must settle that in another way. 
Mr. BAKER. As the matter is settled I will waive the question altogether. 
'1'he PRESIDENT. The court has not decided the question. If you wish to 

ask it you must red nee it to writing as has been indicated. 
Mr. BAKER. I will waive it. 

THE POWER OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TO GRANT FURLOUGHS. 

Cross-examined by the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
Captain Wirz had control of the guards after they were turned over to him, 

until a new guard was furnished to take their place. I do not know whether 
he ever inflictedpunishmellt on them or not. He could arrest.them, I suppose, 
if they did not do their duty, and I understood he did arrest some and prefer 
charges. He was recognized as a captain in the rebel army. I saw that he 
signed himseff as assistant adjutant general, and gave transportation, but not 
until this year. He was a staff officei' of General Winder's. 

Q. Could he not exercise the same power as General Winder, by teason of 
his being a staff officer; and did he not so issue transportation? 

A. He did issue transportation on the railroad from Andersonville to other 
points. I obtained a furlough from him once; I said he could not give a fur
ough to a soldier unless when he was in command of the post. Then it was 
necessary for him to approve a furlough. ,He did approve a furlough for me 
when he was in command of the post. I presume he gave other furloughs when 
he was in comm.and of the post; I never saw it; I understood that General 
Winder was in supreme command while there. 

Q. Do you n'ot suppose that Captain Wirz as a staff officer could have issued 
those orders which you say he could not issue? 

Objected to and question withdrawn. 
I knew Captain Wirz had command of the prison; I was not a f<1miliar asso

ciate of Captain Wirz; I did not see him every'day. He was not an associate 
of mine. His business and place of business were entirely different from mine. 

Q. Did not the-officers shun him, regarding him as a man not fit for theirasso
ciation? 

Objected to, and modified so as to apply only to witness. 
I did not associate a great deal with Uaptain Wirz. Our business was dif

ferent; 1 had other friends at the post. I had plenty to associate with; I did 
not select him while there as an associate. I was in the stockade three times, 
J think, while I was on duty there. I was in the stockade I think in June. 
1864, when Colonel Persons was in command, and I think the other time I was 
there was. ill 1865, when Colonel Gibbs was in command. The onlytime I was 
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in the stockade in 1864, was once in June, I think; I was not familiar enough 
in Captain Wirz's headquarters to know all that was going on there. My busi
ness was elsewhere. Part of the time. my office was half a mile from his, and 
part of the time it was not/more than two or three hundred yards, but all this 
year my office was away from his nearly half a mile; I cannot say that I knew 
what was doing in them. I have never known an application for a furlough on 
the grounds of a tloldier having shot a Yankee prisoner. So far as I am con
cerned, I do not know that any application was ever made to me on that Score. 
r would not influence a man to shoot prisoners unnecessarily. r certainly would 
not hold out that inducement. . 

Q. Then you would not very likely have found it embodied in the applica
tion as one of the reasons why a furlough should be granted 1 

A. So far as that is concerned, I do not think a man would state that in his 
application.

Q. From what you know of General Winder's power there, and of Captain 
Wirz's influence as staff officer, would not his or their approval have secured a 
furlough for any soldier 1 

A.	 General Winder's certainly would; there is no doubt of that. 
By the COURT: . 

The guards for the stockade were not taken exclusively from my regiment, 
they came from the different regiments. The regiments were called upon every 
day, in proportion to their number. If furloughs were granted to men other 

. than those belonging to my regiment, I would not of necessity know anything 
about them, unless I was in command of the brigade. 'The prisoner had rio 
authorit.y to grant furloughs unless ,vhen he was commandant of the post. I 
know that Captain Wirz did command the post for a little while, and dudng 
that time he appro.ved a furlough for me. When I reported first at the post, 
Colonel Persons was absent. Captain Wirz was there and told me that he had 
instructions for me, and that he was looking for me at the time.. He had been 
notified that my regiment was coming; I reported to him at night. The next 
day Colonel Persons came. He was lieutenant colonel of the 55th Georgia reg-i
ment. I told him that I ranked him; he said, "Yes, but that makes no differ
ence; I have an order from the secretary of war placing me in authority here, 
and I am to command even those of higher rank than myself who may be 
stationed here in command of troops. General Winder made the same state
ment. I never saw the order which Colonel Persons had; I know that it made 
a difficulty. between him and Colonel O'Neil, who had been there before me: 
Colonel O'Neil had claimed that he had a right, being superior in rank, to take 
command of the post. I really do not know how that authority to take com
mand of the post passed to the prisoners, whether it was in writing or verbally. 
I know that I never troubled him on that score. I was in command of the 
troops. '1'he troops were all the garrison at the post I do not know by what 
authority the prisoner assumed command of the post dnring the absence of 
General Wiuder, but I know the fact that he was recognized by GeneraIWind~r. 
I really do not know that it was by virtue of being a staff officer and acting m 
his name. '1'here were men called sergeants under the command of the prisoner, 
permanently attached to the prison. Most of them may have been privates. 
'They belonged to the 55th regimen t. They belonged to a regiment then at the 
post. I think that in October last the regiment was sent away from the post 
to Florence, South Carolina. . 

We had not a field officer of the day for some time. We generally had a 
captain of the guard. A portion of the time we did have a field officer of the 
day, and he did report to Oaptain vVirz for orders. '1'hat only existed for a 
short time because of the heavy duty. The system of field officExs was estab
lished under the orders of General Winder. He was appointed commissary 
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genpral to command all the prisons east of the Missisaippi river, and he made the 
order that field officers of the day should report to Captain Wirz. The field 
officer reported to him always as commandant of the prison for instructions, 
thinking that he was responsible for the keeping of the prison. When Oaptain 
Wirz approved a furlough for me he did not sign it by order of any other officer. 
lIe sign(·d it "H. Wirz, Oommanding Post." When I was at Andersonville, 
Captain Wirz neve~' applied to me as his superior officer for any official favor, 
indulgence, or servIce. 

By OOUNSEL: 
I commanded four or five regiments at Andersonville; I was called both ways

commandant of the troops, and commandant of the brigade. 
I really: do not know how many days Oaptain Wirz acted as commandant of 

the post. He approved my fnrlough and I went off, and when I came back 
General Winder was in command of the post. 

(See shooting of prisoners by the guards.) 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
One of thc reasons why my regiment was removed from its first encampm~nt was 

because of the offensive stench arising from the prison. At that time my camp 
was located west of the south gate of the stockade, the one nearest Oaptain Wirz's 
headquarters. The drainage of the camp passed into the stream that led into 
the stockade. When we were located there the water flowing on that side of the 
bill would nm down towards the branch. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

I never knew Oaptain Wirz to commit any act of cruelty towards prisoners 
of war of my own personal knowledge. I never saw it. I have been near the 
post w}1en prisoners arrived and were being carried off. Some of them would 
get out of place when standing in ranks, and I have heard Oaptain Wirz curse 
men for being out of their places and say that he would shoot them if they did 
not get into line. I have seen him draw a pistol on the"nien. He was a profane 
man. I have heard him swear and curse a good deal. A great ruany men in 
bis office seellled to be goetting on with him very well. I have heard him talk 
sociably with them, and, I have heard him swear and curse them sometimes. I 
did not say that I never heard of any act of cruelty on his part. That was not 
what I intended to say. I have heard a good deal SWOl'll against him on the 
stand here, and when at Andersonville I heard of men being in the stocks, and 
I have seen them in the stocks. I have seen men in the chain-gang. 

CONDITION OF THH PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I did not know of the sufferings that have been depicted here, as having 
occurred in the stockade. I noticed thinga in the stockade. I have been in the 
stockade. I have seen some men sick lying in their quarters there. I have 
seen a great many men pretty badly smoked out, and r: have seen some with 
very little clothing. I never said that I thought that camp a pleasant place. 
There was a great deal of suffering in ~hat stockade. 

THE DIFFICULTY OF PROCURING TOOLS, AXES, ETC. 

When I said Oaptain Wirz never had any tools to work with, I sroke in 
reference to some tools that belonged to farmers there which I understood he 
tried to retain. I have seen tools brought out of the stockade. One evening 
when I was standing near the stockade gate or riding past I saw tools brought 
but from the stockade, and I spoke to an officer about it. He said they had been 
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sent in for digging wells, and were brought out at night. Tha twas my impres" 
l.'ion. I recollect when the stockade was increased. I think they were working 
at it longer than three weeks; I do not know exactly. I cannot say whether 
there were plenty of tools at that time; I never had anything to do with them. 

By, the COURT: 
vVhen my regiment first went there it occupied the quarters of the twenty

sixth Alabama, I think. There were forks placed in the ground and boards 
from the pine timber were placed on them and covereci. :i\Iy regiment went 
into those quarters. Some of the houses which the fii'ty-fi:'th regiment had were 
sold and removed, and I had to put up tents for a lm'ge portion of my men: We 
had no floors to our tents. When we removed to other quarters we had to build 
barracks there. We had some tents. We cut down timber for the materials 
for our barracks. We cut it down with our own men. I made application for 

, tools and could not get them. 
Q. Had you not tools enough to make ql!arters at that time 1 
A. I furlonghed some men at one time on that ground. I asked that a fur

lough should be granted for men to go home'and bring their tools. Some of the 
men lived in the neighborhood, and they went and brought tools for that pur
pol.'e. 

THg SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
If I had had transportation I should have made every effort in my power to 

have supplied the prisoners inside with fuel. ' J should have made an effort to 
siIpply the prisoners with fuel to cook their food. '1'here was wood corded lip 
near the cook-house for some time; at tbe same time wood was being carried in 
by federal soldiers under a wood guard. I did not kuow of their having really 
Buffered for want of wood. ' 

By the COURT: 
The rations were uncooked for the troops. My men were never compelled'to 

eat them uncooked at the post. I mean by that, they had fuel enough to cook 
the rations. They would go into the woods and cut the fuel down and carry it 
into camp. It was a little troublesome to get it. For some time the men had 
to carry it on their shoulders to the place wllere they were at first, but when we 
moved we went to where the woods were. The ;wood guard of one huudred 
and twenty-five men after their return had an opportunity of sleepir!g that night. 
We always tried to select the wood guard, so that tl,e men would be relieved 
from duty as won as they came back. We had no system of drills in the after
nOOll at that time. When we furllished these guards we cuuld not do it. . I 
really do not know how many prisoners were permitted to go out for wood m 

.charge of the one hundred and twenty-five men. They were sent under a com
missioned officer to report to Captain Wirz. I really do not knolV how many 
unarmed men one hundred and twenty-five armed men would be capable of 
guarding in the woods. I know the men used to report very frequently that 
some of' the prisoners got away. I always recognized their right to do that. It 
would be only a guess on my part as to how many prisoners they could have 
guarded. It would be dangerous to have sent out many with them, as the 
guards were new, raw, and undisciplined troops. 

THE RATIONS. 

The commissary sergeant made the requisition for rations for my regiment;
 
it was brought to the commandant of the regimeut, approved by him, then brought
 
to the commandant of the troops, and examined and approved by h1m, and then
 
brought to the commandant of the post. The commissary sergeant was not re
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sponsible for them. He made out the requisitions. To save trouble we geu
erally sent over and inquired what they Ij'1.d at the commissary department, and 
wLat we would get. The commissary sergeant was supposed to know the dif
ferent articles that he could draw when he made requisition. It was approved 
and he only drew such articles as they had at the post. It was the duty of the 
cOIllmander of the regiment to see that the requisition was correct before he ap
proven it-that is, that it called for the proper number of rations. I really do 
not know who established the rations for the troops. I tried to have the ration 
increased at the commissary department, and I spoke to my commissary sergeant 
very often about it, but he said it was all that we could get. I really cannot 
tell the quantity of rations per man or what it was. I did undcr~tand that the' 
ration was changed. I know that we drew only meal and meat, and sometimes 
salt pork. I really cannot recollect how much meat we did draw per man while 
I was there. I cannot tell the number of ounces it takes to sustain a man in 
good fighting order. I know there was a good deal of grumbling about it in 
camp. As for myself, I used to get provisions from home. 

REMARKS RELATIVE TO MR. SCHADE PASSING LETTERS BEWEEN CAPTAIN WIRZ 
AND MRS. WIRZ. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. As I was directed yesterday by thc court tG confer 
with the keeper of the Old Capitol prison with regard to the statemE.llt made 
by the counsel, (:Mr. Schade,) I suppose it is proper to read the report which I 
have received from Captain Weist. 'l'hat letter is as follows: 

OLD CAPITOL PRISON, 
Washington, D. C., September 27, 1865. 

SIR: In reply to your communication dated the 26th instant, in which you state the couu
suI for Wirz stated to·day, in defence for his giving money, &c., to the prisoner to procure 
something to eat, "that he could not get at the Old Capitol those things lie needed, intimating 
that he is not well cared for by you, (me,") and requesting me to report just what t,reatment he 
receives, I ,have the honpr to inform you that Captain Wirz is treated in every respect as len
iently as is consistent with his position and compatible with my duties. He is furnished with a 
cot and bedding, such as are used in the United States medical departmeut, furnished with a 
mosquito har. If he choses to eat the prison fare he is furnished with the same ratioll alloVl'ed 
soldiers of the United States army, with the addition four times per week ofthe princip!il 
fresh vegetables in the market. If unwell, he is silpplied with such diet as may be prescrihed 
by the surgeon of the prison, which is procured from the prison fund. 

He is also permitted to' procure such edibles as he Ulay be able to purchase. He is also 
I!Cllowed any books that can be procured. The only n>straint to which he is subjected is that 
placed upon his liberty, and such precautions as will preclude his committing- any injury to 
himself. I think if Captain "Vil'z is interrogated, he will corroborate this statement. 

Very I'espectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE WEIST,' 

Captain and Military S"pc'I"intendent, O. C. P. 
Colonel CHIPMAN, . 

Jndge Advocate, Military Commission for trial of Wirz. 

'rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE continued: 
. I desire at the same time to read to the court the intercepted letter that was 

sent by :Mr. Schade yesterday to :Mrs. Wirz. It reads thus: 

OLD CAPITOL PRIS()N, 
September 26, 1865. 

My DEAREST WU'E: I have been hoping to see you on Sunday, and also yesterday. God 
only knows how I wish to see you. 

Lize, I have one thing to ask of you, aI)d do it immediately, if you can. 
Send Mr. Schade $10. It is for a certain purpose. 
I send you an envelope directed to him. Just put the money in; you need not to write. 

All that it requires is to put a post stamp on it and send it off. 
I am somewhat better. I hope to see you to-motrow. 

Yours, 
H. WIRZ. 
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The direction is as follows: "Urs. H. Wirz, No. 250 F street, between 13th 
and 14th street, Washington, D. C." 

Enclosed is an envelope directed, "Louis Schade, esq., 499 7th street, oppo
site Odd Fellow's Hall, Washington, D. C." 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE continued: 
I think this letter needs no comment; but I desire to state further, by request 

of the bailiff of this court, whose conduct seems to have been impugned a, little 
yesterday by the remarks of counsel, that the letter given to him by Mr. Schade 
for delivery was first submitted to me, the bailiff not attempting to carry out the 
,purpose of the counsel improperly. 'l'hat letter, which I opened, contained a 
direction of the prisoner to have his request carried out through Mr. Schaae, 
stating that during- court the money could be handed him. It was in conse
quence of that letter that the lieutenant in charge of the prisoner was instructed 
to observe what passed between the counsel and the prisoner, and thus noticed 
the money given and the note handed at the time spoken of yesterday. I be
lieve I have now stated everything connected with this affair. 

Mr. SCHADE. I stated yel?terday that I did not know anything at all about 
the contents of those letters. I recollect that I have received two letters from 
the prisoner to be sent to his wife, one last Saturday, and one yesterday. The 
one of last Saturday I gave to the bailiff of the court; the one of yesterday was 
afterwards presented by me to the judge advocate. I must, however, state that 
I never received any answer from .nil's. Wirz; ill fact, I have seen her dnly 
three or four times, and then in this building. 

With the permission of the court I will state the purpose which the prisoner 
had in view in asking his wife to give him ten dollars. As I remarked yester· 
day, I have several times given the prisoner money, that he might buy some 
extra food. Last Saturday week I gave him five dollars, and last Saturday, at 
Ilis request, I again gave him five dollars. From a certain feeling of delicacy 
on his part, he has been urging his wife to repay me those ten dollars, as he had 
learned that she had received a few dollars. I did not know anything about it, 
and I never would have asked him to. return me that money. I did uot know any
thing about the contents of those letters. 

The court ,was then cleared for deliberation; and when the doors were re
opened, the president (addresfdng Mr. Schade) said: 

We desire you to understand that this action on your part is fully appreciated 
by every member of the court; but considering the stage of the trial, and fear
iug that any further action in the matter by the court might be detrimental to 
the interests of the prisoner, it has been conclnded to let the, matter drop. We 
are also of opinion that you are now sufficiently warned. 

THE DEFICIENCY OF TRANSPORTATION. 

SEPTEMBER 27,1865. 
JOHN F. HEATH, recalled for the defence: 
I was at Andersonville, May, 1864, as first lieutenant company E, 3d regi~ 

ment Georgia reserves. Wagons and horses were very scarce at Andersonville. 
'I'here were four regimeuts there, I think, when we got there, and they had 
either four or five wagons for the use of those four regiments. I saw no corral 
there, except a small horse lot. A few mules and horses were in this horse lot. 
All the horses that I ever saw were used daily '; there might have been some' 
officers' horses in the lot. 

.:rHE RATiONS. 

We received in my regiment a pound and a quarter of meal, vcry coarse at 
that generally. Once in a while a third of a pOllnd of bacon. At other times 
a pound of beef, and that very poor, and when we did not get uacon or beef, we 
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got a little sorghum, a kind of molasses made ont of Chinese cane. I have been 
at the commissary often on drawing days, and have seen them drawing rations 
for the stockade out of the same lot that I drew from for my regiment, but to 
the quantity I could not say. I had to send home for provisions to live on and 
to buy what I could through the country. 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ FROM ANDERSO:"lVILLE IN THE SUMMER 
OF 1864. 

I know that some time during the slimmer of 1864 Captain Wirz was sick, 
at least it was so reported. I did not see him; he was expected to die. I saw 

'him after he got up, and he looked very bad. I could not tell what season or 
time of the year it was. I cannot tell how long he was sick, I think two or 
three weeks; I cannot tell exactly what time it was. 

THE GARRISON AT ANDERSONVILLE. 

The guat'd force at Andersonville was composed of boys from fifteen to eighteen, 
and men from forty-five to fifty; at least that was the intention. They were not 
under very good discipline-they were not well drilled. The men would go off 
and stay for two or three days at a time, and when they came back very little 
notice would be taken of it. A man would, perhaps, be made to stand upon a 
box for an hour or so, and then tUl'ned luose. They did pretty much as they 
pleased, going backwards and forwards. It was not like it was in Virginia; I 
should not call it discipline ~t all, myself. 

THE NUMBER OF GRIST MILLS NEAR A:"IDERSONVILLE. 

There were two grist mills from Macon to Andersonville-two water-mills. 
I only know of those two mills between Macon and Andersonville. '1'hey were 
common water-mills. I could not say how much they would grind per day, but 
they werejust common country mills, such as we have in oUl' country. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PRISONERS. 

I never saw but one lot of prisoners searched there, and they were Stoneman's 
men. 'I'hat was the only lot of prisoners I ever saw sea~ched. 

Q. Was there any particular reason for searching them? 
A. The reason that I heard-
Q. (By the JUDGE ADVOCATE.) Did you hear it in an official way? 
A. I did not. 
Q. (By the JUDGE ADVOCATE.) It was simply hearsay? 
A. Yes, sir.
 

By COUNSEL:
 
Q. Where did you get your information? 
A. Well, I could not say; I was at my quarters. 
Q. Was it a notorious fact, or otherwise? 
A. It was generally believed that the reason they were searchM was-
'rhe judge advocate objected. . . 
I cannot say that the. reason for searching them was notorious in camp; I 

heard nothing of it in my camp. When the prisoners came in I was at my 
quarters. I went down and they were searching. the prisoners, and I stepped 
~pto some officers there and asked them what they were searching the prisoners
for. 

T.heJuDGE ADVOCATE. You need not state, what they said. 
I do not know whether they were searched in consequence of any order or 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--29 
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not. Captain Wirz was there and a man named Reed, who was acting as 
provost marshal, Qnd several officers of niy regiment, and Of other regiments, 
were standing around there to see the prisoners. I asked what it meaut, of somtJ 
of the officers, and they observed-

'I'he judge advocate objected to the witness stating what he had been told, 
and the objection was sustained. 

It was not generally known that there were orders from Richmond to search 
Stoneman's raiders. I could not say that it was generally known that there 
were orders from anywhere else to that effect. I do not know of any orders 
further than I started to tell .you. I do not know that I ever heard of 
orders. I do not know anytbing about Captain Wirz attempting to prosecute 
men who were depriving prisoners of what belonged to them. . 

Q. Did you ever know of his making any attempt to do that 1-of his having 
charges preferred against them 1 

WITNESS. Against confederate soldiers 1 
OOU;\ISEL. Against prisoners o.utside who were depriving prisoners inside of 

what belonged to them. 
A. No, sir; I did not. . 

. Q. Did you ever hear or know of any desire on the part of Captain Wirz to 
prosecute or punish those who had deprived our prisoners uf what belonged to 
them 1 

A. No, sir; I never did. What do you mean by <, our prisoners?"
 
COUNSEL. I mean Union prisoners.
 
A. Yes, I have seen Captain Wirz take provisions from Union prisoners. 

The guards would bring up some federalprifoners who had been buying little 
things, and he has taken it from them aud divided it with the guard, and kept 
the other half himself. I do not know what he did with it. He took it from 
federal prisoners. I do not knQw what he did with it. I never heard of 
Captain Wirz punishing or attempting to punish prisoners outside for depriving 
prisoners inside of what belonged to them. 

THE DOGS. 

I know nothing about Tnrner being detailed with his dogs. 

THE CHARGES OF MGRDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

I never knew or heard of Captain Wirz shooting or beating a man wjth his 
pistol, or kicking him to death, until I came here. I heard on the road, as I 
carne here, of his shooting a man, but I never heard of any such thing at 
Andersonville. I never heard of Captain Wirz killing a prisoner in any way. 
Captain Wirz rode awhile on a gray horse. I do not recollect that I ever s~w 

Captain W irz have any but a white or gray horse. It was a fact that the whlte . 
horse was as notable as Captain Wirz himself. 

THE DEFICIENCY of TRANlSPORTATION. 

Cross-examined by the JunGE ADVOCATE: 
Q. You spol--e of there being four or five wagons for the use 'of the regiment; 

you do not speak in that connection of the post transportation, do you 1 
A. No, sir. 
The corral was merely a small lot; I do not suppose there was more than 

half an acre in it. It was not a regimental corral. Those wagons were after
wards taken 'from the regiments and turned over to the post. 

THE RATIO:IlS. 

I suppose there were some of my comrades who did not selld home for provi~ 
sions.-who lived on the rations they got, though, in fact, most of them got 
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rovisions from home, sent to them from time to time. I could not tell how 
, fong I have lived on the rations without having other provisions; I gem'rally 

got what I could. I did not feel disposed to live on the rations. I do not pre
tend to say that I would have starved to death on them, but it was a very small 
ration. 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WlRZ FROM ANDERSONVILLE IN THE SUMMER OF 
1864. 

I could not say how long or when Oaptain Wirz was sick; what I know is 
from report, and not from having seen him. 

THE GARRISO~ AT ANDERSO,,"VILLE. 

The men of my regiment would go off and be gone two or three days, and 
whim they came back or were brought back they were never done anything 
with. They never tried to get furloughs. 

THE NUMBER OF GRIST MILLS NEAR ANDERSO~VILLE. 

I know of two mills between Macon and Andersonville. Those are the only 
two mills on the railroad. I know they are ;the only two mills between Macon 
and Andersonville on the railroad; that is, in sight of it. I do not speak of 
what may be distant half a mile or so; I speak only of those right on the rail
road.
 

MEDICAL TESTIMO"lY.
 

SEPTEMBER 27, 1865. 
Dr. F. G. OASTLEN, recalled for the defence: 
T was in 1864 surgeon of the 3d Georgia reserves, and was at Andersonville 

from May till the last of September. 

THP. RATIONS. 

The rations which we had for our own men were inferior, very inferior. Some
times we got bacon, then again a coarse kind of beef, but in small quantiLies. 
The sick sent home for rations; they sometimes would write to their friends. 
In regard to the regular rations there was a good deal of complaint in the reg-. 
iment. I heard a good deal of complaint that the rati.ons were not sufficient. 
The men of my regiment, and particularly the sick, suffered a great deal from 
want of rations, and the poor quality of the rations. I could get no diet thel:e 
suitable for a sick person. There was a good deal of sickness during the month 
of June in my regiment. I speak for my own'regiment alone. The meat was 
of that inferior quality that it was an unhealthy diet the way they had to cook 
it. They had no means of cooking it except by boiling it. The meat would 
produce dial'l'hrea. I had a great deal of diarrhrea in my regiment. Diarrhrea 
was one of the principal diseases with which the men of my regiment suffered. 
I had no scurvy in my regiment. . 

SHOOTI:"lG OI<' PRISO:"lERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I never knew or heard anything about furloughs being granted to any of our 
mEln for shooting Union soldiers. 

VACCINATION. 

I know that a surgeon, Dr. Oumming, came round to the different regiments 
there and vaccinat~d. I suppose that he came under orders from the surgeon 
general; I so understood it. I was not consulted in the matter. He came 
rorihQ without my knowledge; in fact I fo~nd out he was vaccinating by some 
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of the men comin,! me and telling me that such a thing was being done. I 
think there were i .npel'ative orders that that should be done generally; in fact 
I know it was. When I was in the conscript department, I received orders 
positively that I should vaccinate all recruits before sending them to the army. 
I do not know whether any officer tbere' could in any way evade or disobey 
those orders without subjecting himself to discipline. I have disobeyed the 
order. 

THE DEFICIENCY OF CLOTHING FOR THE CONFEDERATE TROOPS. 

The clothing of our troops was very inferior. The hats, I think, were worth. 
less-of no account at alL I could not consiuer it a uniform by any means; it 
was very inferior clothing, and very ragged at times. It was a very difficult 
matter to get shoes; in fact, two-thirds of my regiment, I think, were destitute 
of shoes. There was a great deal of suffering there among the confederate 
soldiers and officers on account of the want of clothing; we could not get any 
clothing; at least we did not get it. I judged from Wl13t I saw, that the 
clothing they had there was very inferior. The officers geJJ.erally furnished 
their own clothing-those that had the means to do it. 

TREATME:>JT OF THE SICK. 

I had to transport my sick to the hospital on litters; we could not get an 
ambulance to carry them; I nevel" got an ambulance; I undel~stood that there 
was an ambulance there, but I never made requisition for it; in fact, I heard 
that I could not get it for that purpose. I don't know what that ambulance 
was used for. I never heard of a corral there and never saw one. I could get 
no hospital tents for our own hospitals; I made requisition for them, but they 
could not be furnished me, I :lllderstood. Our men suffered a great deal during 
the month of June. I had to crowd my sick into tents with the welL I after
wards found that would not do, and as there was a small shelter some thirty or 
forty yards from my camp, that had been used to preach under, I moved my 
sick under that for a movth or so until the hospital could be completed,and 
then had them transferred to the hospitaL We could not get any hospital 
clothing; at least I did not get any. I had no bunks at all for my men; I 
merely had boards on the ground; we had sacks for mattresses, which I would 
fill with pine straw. 'l'he straw would stick through and keep the patients 
constantly irritated so that they could hardly sleep. It was like pins sticking 
in them. It rendered them uneasy-not comfortable, by any means; it was the 
best I could do, though. 'l'hose sacks were filled with common pine straw, the 
tops of pine trees-pine boughs. 

'fHE SUPPLY OF VEGETABLES AT ANDERSONVILLE. 

The land about Andersonville is of a very inferior quality-a pine country
sandy. I would not think it suitable land for cotton. It would take five or 
six acres to raise a bale of cotton. I would hardly cultivate the land for that 
crop. 

CONDITION ,OF THE WATER. 

My regiment never did, to my knowledge, corrupt the stream above the 
stockade-the stream running into the stockade; I never heard of' their doing it. 

TUNNELLING OUT. 

We received rumors frequently in the camp that the prisoners were going to 
break out, and it created a great deal of consternation in the regiment. 1 
remember that there was a long roll beat, and I saw the regiments march down 
to'the stockade. I saw it four or five times. 



453 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ 

'fIiE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

I saw Oaptain Wirz's horse two or three times. I never saw him have a 
sorrel horse. I never saw Oapt<lin Wirz with any kind of horse but a gray 
horse. I never knew 01' heard of Oaptain Wirz shooting 01' beating a man with 
a revolver, or in any way maltreating a man so as to kill him; if such a thing 
had been done I should not have heard it except from rumors if). .the camp; I 
might have heard of it in that way. I was at Andersonville from May, 1864, 
till the last of September. 

THE RATIONS. 

Oross-examined by the JUDGE ADYOCATE : 
We were not very much crowded in our regiment, not crowded enough to 

produce scurvy. '1'he men had an opportunity (If getting things fl'omhome to 
prevent it. There was no difficulty in that respect at all, and they got thing's from 
home. In speaking of the deficiency of food, I was speaking ofthe rations issued by 
the government. In my answer with regard to men sending home for things. 
I did not mean to confine it to the sick; any man in the regiment could send 
home and get things. It was a common thing for them to receive boxes. 

Q. Were there any men in your regiment who subsisted upon the confederate 
ration there? 

A. I don't know whether they received them wholly or not from the com
missary department. It would be impossible for me to find out that, unless I 
went through the regiment inquiring. I know of 110 cases of starvation among 
the confederate soldiers, nor any cases of emaciation or wasting away. 

TREATMENT OF THE SICK. 

Q. You stated that your sick were compelled to sleep upon sacks filled with 
pine-tops, and that they were like pins; explain that. 

A. It was the end of the pine-tops, sticking through the mattresses, that 
caused that. I was only speaking then of men whom I had under the shanty 
that I fixed myself. I thought sleeping oh those pine-tops preferable to sleep
ing upon' the damp ground. I don't suppose that sleeping on the damp ground 

. would be as bad as sleeping on pins. When I said that sleeping on those sacks 
filled with pine straw was like sleeping on pins, I spoke metaphorically. I don't 
know when our hospital was built. It was a shed which I found there when I 

. went there. It was nothing more than a shed-not weather-boarded at all on 
the sides to protect it. Some of the regiments, I think. had their sick carried 
to the hospital in an ambulance, but wheu I tried. I could not get the ambulance. 
Sometimes it was necessary that I should have it. I got along with litters. 
We had no scarcity of litters at all. 

By the OOURT : 
I caunot tell the percentage of deaths in my regiment, because the most of 

my men. when sick, were sent to the hospital and I received repor~'l of them 
afterwards. I do not know how many .of my regiment died. A great many of 
those who were sent to the hospital returnEd to the regiment, and a good 
many. I understood, died; but I never was notified officially of their death. I 
attributed the sickness in June to camp disease. The men were not acclimated 
to camp life. They were young men between seventeen and eighteen, and men 
between forty-five and fifty. I think the weather was somewhat unpropitious 
in that month. I think we had a good deal of rain during the month of J une--;-
either .Tune or July, I don't remember which. I had measles in my regiment 
as well as diarrhoea. 
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VACCINATION. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I declined to obey the orders to vaccinate my soldiers, because of the request 

of the soldiers not to be vaccinated. It is not always customary for surgeons 
who have the sanitary condition of camps in their charge to do as the soldiers 
want. It was optional with me whether I obeyed the wishes of the soldiers in 
that case or not. I had that risk to run. 

By COUNSEL: 
I heard, when in the army of North Carolina, a good deal of complaint of 

impure virus being put into the arms. Some men, I nnderstood, lost their arms. 
I did not see anything of it; I only got this from conversation with officers. 

By the COUR'l': 
None of the men in my regiment, who were vaccinated, had sore arms. I 

dOIl't know how many were vaccinated. I attributed the difference between 
those who suffered from vaccination and those wbo did not, to the impure virus. 
I do not know where Dr. Cummings obtained the virus which he used. He vac
cinated without my knowledge. I simply heard that he was there vaccinating. 
I had no cases of vaccination in my regiment that proved fatal, and none in which 
men lost their arms. The usual sores resulted in all cases. 

By the JUDGE ADVO(~ATE: 

My remarks in reply to the counsel as to bad effects from vaccination referred 
to my experience elsewhere than at Andersonville; 

THE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

I never heard of any of our soldiers freezing to death. None of them went 
hungry for want of fuel to cook their rations. 1Ye could get plenty of fuel from 
the woods near by-as much as we wanted. . 

THE DEFICIENCY OF CLOTHING ·FOR THE CO~FEDERATE TROOPS. 

I cannot say that any of our soldiers were totally destitute of clothing; they 
were in a very ragged condition. 

By the COURT: 
My regiment was raised in May, 1864, and went immediately to Anderson

ville. '1'he men had no uniforms except those furnished them at home, alld, 
being there a length of time, those were worn out. If they had other dothing 
they did not wear it at Andersonville. They did not have the confederate 
clothing. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
They were reserves. 

By the COUllT : 
They got their clothing at home. They furnished it themselves. I had 

most sickness in my regiment in the month of June. The men were poorlY 
clad then; their clothing had been worn considerably. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
My duties did not require me to visit Captain Wirz very frequently. I don't 

think I visited Capt~in Wirz while I was there. My duties did not require D?e 
to visit the stockade or prison. I ku')w no more about the stockade or CaptRIll 
Wirz than what I stated in my evidence when I was ·first on the stand. 
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THF. SUPPLY OF VEGETABLES AT AN1'ERSONVILLE. 

By the COURT: 
. When I spoke about the quality of the land at Andersonville, I meant the 
land immediately around that place. I never was anywhere in that country 
bnt aronnd there. I do not speak of any other place than just aronnd Anderson
ville. I suppose the Flint river is from ten to twelve miles from Andersonville. 
I do not know anything as to the character of the land between the Flint 'river 
and the Chattahoochee, or what is known as the Creek country. I do not know 
how much cotton is raised in that country. According to my own judgment, I 
should think the land too poor to raise almost anything around Andersonville; ! 

it is nothing more than a sand bed. 

THE ORDERS UNDER WHICH WIRZ ACTED. 

SEPTEMBER 28, 1866. 
A. W. PARSONS, recalled for the defence: 
I was sent to Andersonville in February, 1864. I was first sent there by 

General Winder, and soon after I got there I received another order from the 
secretary of Wal', and it strikes me another order from General Winder-three 
different orders. When I arrived at Andersonville, I reported to Captain Win
der-Sid Winder. I did not immediately succeed him; it was some time after
wards. I think Captain Wirz reached Andersonville some time in the latter 
part of February, or in March. I think he took command immediately. He was 
interrupted, however, by the arrival of Major Griswold, who had an order to 
take command of the prison. That order collided with the one that Wirz had. The 
matter was put in abeyance. I think Captain Wirz retired for some ten or 
fifteen days till the difficulty was cleared up. Subseqnently Major Griswold 
was ordered away and Captain Wi!'z took command of the prison. I think it 
was in March that Captain Wirz finally entered upon active duty-the last of 
March or the first of April. 

Q. You have said that he took command when he first came; do you mean 
that he entered on his duties at all 1 ' 

A. I think he went in the stockade. 
Captain Wirz framed his local orders himself.. All the general orders affect

ing the prison came from Richmond. from General Winder, through me. 
Q. Do you know to whom his official communications were addressed and 

where they went? 
A. That depended entirely upon the character of the commnnications. Some 

were sent to Richmond directly through the· regular channel. I had an inter
mediate position and they went through me to Richmond to General Winder. 

TREATMENT OF THE SICK. 

The reason for removing the hospital outside was that the stockade was 
pretty densely crowded, and there was a good deal of sickness in it. The hos
pital necessarily occupied a good deal of room; they had tents and flies. Cap

.tain Wirz came to me and urged me to take the hospital out. I told him I had 
no authority to do anything of that sort. I addressed a communication; how
ever, to General Winder, asking fur permission to remove the hospital outside. 
My impression is, though I will not state positively, that it was declined by 
General Winder. Captain Wirz remonstrated, and I told him to remove the 

. hospital-that I would take the responsibility. Shortly after it was moved out 
General Winder sent an order from Richmond giviug us permission to do it. 
(j-eneral Winder had had no official knowledge of the removal. Captain Wirz 

. had jilst started to remove the hospital. I decided to do it after Captain Wirz 
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complained that they were so crowded that it operated to the disadvantage of 
the sick. There was no remonstrance about it, nor any censure cast upon me 
for it; not a w0rd was said about it, I think, afterwards. 

UPON WHOM THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR TilE OVERCROWDING OF THE PRISON 

RESTS. 

I know that Oaptain Wirz objected to the prison being overcrowded as it was 
We sent an objection to the authorities at Richmond, to General Winder, and_ 
urged him to hold up and not to ship any more there; but he paid no att-ent ion 
to it; they continued to corne until we got about tllhty-five or forty thousand. 
We commenced our protests at a time when we had got between tell and fifteen 
thousand. I know nothing about the erection of cook-house No.1; it was in 
course of erection when I got there. I understood it was intended to cook for 
ten thousand. Prisoners were corning in very rapidly when I went away from 
Andersonville; every day or two, sometimes two trains a day, sometimes three, 
and then an interval, perhaps, of two or three days. 

THE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

The guard f01:ce was constantly changing. When I first went there I cal:ried 
with me a part of my command, I suppose to the number of seventy-five or 
one hundred men; perhaps not more than fifty men reported there with me, but 
others who were in hospital came in gradually. The force was gradually aug
mented until I suppose it reached nearly one thousand. I do not suppose they 
had over one thousand effective men when I left. It amounted to only about 

. two or three hundred for a pretty considerable time; that was just hefore the 
reserve regiments carne. I applied time and again for re-enforcpmenl.s. I did 
not get them immediately when I applipd for them; a long time elapsed before 
I got re-enforcements. I remember one thing, t hat requisitions were made on the 
commander of the troops so constantly and heavily that they were very near 
producing a revolt among the confederate troops. 'rhey were kept on guard 
duty frequently on consecutive days, in order to supply the prisoners with wood. 
There was a good deal of discontent and murmuring on their part. '1'hey com
plained that they were too heavily worked. 

THE ENLARGEME:'IlT OF THE STOCKADE. 

When I saw that they did not intend holding up, but continued to ship more 
prisoners, and saw that the prison was overcrowded, I do not remember whether 
Imade application first or not, but I remember going into the field myself with 
three or four competent assistants and superintending the work and adding 
about twelve or fifteen acres to the stockade. I applied for orders to do it, but 
] do not remember when they came. It strikes me they contemplated at that 
time a distribution of the prisoners and the erection of several other prisons-, and 
after] had finished the extension, or perhaps after I had got it partly finiilhed, 
I think the order came giving me permission to do it. I think I r\ln a risk in 
assumiug this authority for the convenience of the prisoners. I uo not think 
Oaptain Wirz llad anything to do with these movements. He was perfectly 
willing that it should be done. I pet.itioned for authority to impress negroes to 
do this work. '1'he authority was declined. It was at the time when the ne
groes were very much needed in the fields, -and I think it was put upon that 
ground. 

THE DOGS: 

I certainly know that General Winder ordered dogs to be employed. I do
 
not remember whether I told Oaptain Wirz, or served him with the order; I ~m
 
safe in saying, however, that he had notice of the fact that that was General
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Winder's order. I do not understand that the dogs were blood-hounds; they 
were the rabbit dogs that we use down there for running rabbits, and which are 
sometimes used for running negroes-a very ordinary pack of hounds. I never 
saw the pack of hounds that 'I'urner had. 'I'here was a pack from the country 
of four or five, owned by a man named Harris; that is the one I have reference 
to. Harris's pack was not used at the same time 'I'urner had his there. I never 
saW Turner or his dogs. These were dogs owned by a citizen out in the coun
try. Oitizens would frequently bring in prisoners without any orders from any 
one at the post; it was purely a voluntary matter on their part. I never knew 
of Uaptain Wirz being absent with the hounds hunting prisoners.' I never knew 
him to be ahsent for that purpose. 

TUNNELLING OUT. 

I know nothing about tIle prisoners threatening to bl:eak out one dark night, 
except from hearsay. . 

Q. Tell us all you know on that subject.
 
(Objected to by the JUDGE ADVOCATE.)
 
Q. (Modified) was it or was it not a notorious fact?
 
Objected to by the JUDGE ADVOCATE and question withdrawn.
 
Q. Do you know the causes and circumstances which led to the establishment 

of the dead· line 1 
A.. I heard that the prisoners on one or two occllsions-
'l'he JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to the witness stating what he had heard. 
The question ,was repeated. 
WIT:'.iESS. I know only from general hearsay evidence in the camps, that the 

prisoners had combined-

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
You 'do ~ot know whether that was the cause that led to the establishment 

of the dead-line? 
A. No, sir.
 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE:
 
Was it generally understood that the prisoners were making attempts to es

cape 1 
A. Yes, it was generally understood. 

. The objection made by the judge advocate to the witness stating what he had 
heard was sustained. 

By OOUNSEL: 
. 'rhe troops were turned out by the officer commanding the troops. I do not 
re~ember t4at the troops were ever turned out. I only know from hearsay that. 
they were turned out one night. I did not go out. They were all turned out 
under arms when a body of prisoners arrived, to carry them inside the stockade. 

THE RATIONS. 

·Captain Wirz made his morning reports to me. I do not know of any excep
tion to that rule when others were commanding the post. I do not know that 
Captain Wirz had to report to the commander of the post, He made his morn
ing reports to me when I was in command. He also made reports weekly or 
tri-weekly to Richmond. Those reports went through the regular military 
channel, from the commander of the post. Oaptain Winder was quartermaster 
and Uaptain Armstrong was commissary part of the time under me. Before the 
cP.J;Ilmissary went there, Oaptain Winder, who :was quartermaster, had under him 
a<~Qmmissary clerk, and he issued the rations tljrough him to the prisoners, I 
tlHI\k, andafter Oaptain Armstrong came there he issued them himself. They 
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issued them upon requisitions made-requisitions founded upon the morning re
ports. If there had been more rations issued than was proper, the officer who 
approved the requisitions would have the excess charged to him. He would be 
liable for the excess. Captain Wirz had no right to give any orders to the 
commissary; he and the commissary would confer together in making- their es
timatps. I think the rule relative to issuing rations was issued from Richmond; 
J am not positive about it, but I think it was fixed by the com:nissary general, 
and the sub-commissaries throughout the territory were all bound by it. I sent 
an officer to Columbus to try and get material for making sifters for bolting meal, 
and my officer was informed that a thing of that kind could not be had in the 
confederacy. He did not get anything of the sort. 

TH~: INEFFICIENCY OF THE QUARTERNIASTER'S DEPARTMENT AT ANDER

SONVILLE. 

It waR the duty of the quartermaster, Captain Winder, to furnish shelter, fuel' 
and such things for the prisoners.' The quartermaster also had charge of the 
eooking of rations, thp burying of the dead, and everything of that kind. The 
quartermaster at Andersonville did not have half the transportation he ought to 
have had. I have no idea of the number of wagons I saw there. I just know 
that what wagons he had there were kept going all the time, and then could not 
more than half satisfy the wants of the post. I have seen more than four or 
five wagons there. He got in some mules and wagons a short time before I 
left. For the first month he did not have more than four or five wagons, and 
they belonged to the citizens there. The cook-house was under the quarter
master's control. I do not know that I ever had any formal reports made to 
me for the want of shelter necessary for the prisoners. We frequently discussed 
the matter. I regretted that the place was so much embarassed as not to be 
able to furnish things that were necessary for the health of the prisoners. Oap~ 
tain Wirz expressed great displeasure at the meagreness of the accommodations 
furnished and the inefficiency of the quartermaster's department; he frequently 
so expressed himself to me. Captain Wirz's complaints covered everything in 
respect to fuel-about not having teams to draw wood. 'l'wo inspectors went 
to Andersonville while I was there, General Howell Cobb and Marcus J. 
Wright. It strikes me another officer went there during my absence. I never 
saw any good to follow from these inspections. I cannot say that I had ant 
thing to do in causing the inspections to be made. I have urged time and agalfi 
that something should be done to remedy the evils and supply the wants of the 
post. I went myself and sent my staff-officers to try and get axes and snch 
tllings. I sent Captain Wright to every prominent point in Georgia to get tents 
for the prisoners. He made requisitions on every quartermaster in Georgia aud 
went to see himself, and he failed. I sent Captain Wright to Columbus to see 
if he could get some tools, and he came back with not one-tenth of what were 
needed. Soon afterward I, myself, went to Augusta to see if I could get them. 
I succeeded in getling some and with that we made out tolerably well. There 
was a small horse lot there. There were a few horses there owned by citizens 
who were there with General Winder. Mr. Piggott had five or six horses there, 
and so had some other gentlemen there. I do not know what those inspectors 
reported. 

THE POWER OF CAPTAIN WIIlZ TO GRANT FURLOUGHS. 

Captain Wirz could not in any way give furloughs to the guards for shooting 
Union prisoners. I never heard of a guard obtaining a furlough for shooting Ili 

Union prisoner, and do not believe that there was any, while I was at. the. 
post. I think J would have heard of it if any such thing had happened. ThIDgrmight have been smuggled through without my knowing it, as a matter 0 . 
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course, but I think I should have detected it. If it was given to them as a 
reward, I think I would have heard of it. We had to send furloughs for 
approval to General Winder if they' ex'ceeded seven days. I granted seven days' 
furloughs. Gener.al W~nder ~a~ at Richmond. I do not know positively auy
thing about.Ca~tam W Il'Z rehevmg the guards whenever they shot a prisoner: 
roy impreSSIOn 18-- , 

(The judge advo~ate objected to the witness giving his impressions, and the 
objection was sustaIned.) 

I do not know whether it was a factor nut; no such information came to me 
in the line of my official duty there. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

I never knew or heard of Captain Wirz in any way shooting, or beating with 
a pistol, or kicking to death,'any prisoner while I was there. I never knew of 
his killing them in any way or brutally treating them. If he had used any 
extraordinary violence it strikes me I would have heard of it, but I never did. 
Captain 'Virz rode a gray mare-a white animal, almost perfectly white. I 
never saw him on any other than a white horse. 'rhere were a good many 
sorrel horses there, several at least. It strikes me that his horse was kept in 
the stable with the other horses. where there were sorrel and perhaps roan horses. 
I never heard of a negro being shot by Captain Wirz. I never saw Captain 
Wirz carry a riding whip. I saw Oaptain Wirz frequently. . 

THE SUTLER. 

I appointed the sutler upon the recommendation of Sid. Winder. He was 
brought there for the purpose of being made sutler, and upon that recommenda
tion, I appointed him, or rather I merely gave him instructions to go in and 
do the duties of that office until General Winder could confirm the appointment. 
You all know as much about the duties of a sutler as I do. I do not know 
what his duty was inside the stockade. I never saw the sutler in there. I 
never went into his shanty. He used to sell everything he could make money 
on except things that would be manifestly improper, such as gunpowder, guns 
and other weapons, spades, shovels, &c. I cannot say anything about prisoners 
getting goods from the sutler. 

THE CONDITION OF THE HOSPITAL. 

Dr. White was the chief surgeon of the hospital at Andersonville. I never 
went into the hospital. 1 know they had but few wagons there. '1'here was a 
great deficiency as to lumber for building bunks, &c. I do not think it could 
weIllte obtained. Some one at the post, I do not know whether tlie quarter
master' or myself, asked authority to impress the saw mills around there for the 

. purpose of gettiug lumber for the prison and post. My recollection is not suf- ' 
ficiently distinct to state it as a fact, but I think it was declined. I am satisfied 
the authority never was given. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

Oapain Wirz complained of the inefficiency of the quartermasters' depart
ment. He spoke of the various buildings that he needed, and remarked that he 
was not going to wait on that department any longer, that he would take the 
case in his own hands, or words to that effect. He went on and erected a room, 
'I Suppose, perhaps the size of this one, out of pine-tops and poles outside, about 
~fty 'yards in front of the south gate, for the purpose of holding the de?,d, :0 
keep them out of the sun and out of the prison. The prisoners were burled III 
coffins until the lumber gave out. After that time I think they used puncheons. 
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They would take a pine log and split it in two and put one by the side of the 
other in a trench. They laid the body then on that flooring, and it was so 
shaped that they could put another row of puncheontl over the body without 
touching it, and then they would cover that over with dirt. That was after the lum
ber gave out-l suppose about the last month of my stay there, May, and per
haps the beginning of June. I never knew anything of any sentinels ever 
being established over the dead·house. 

. PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PRISONERS. 

I never heard of Captain Wirz taking away or ordering the taking away 
of blankets, clothes, or cooking utensils from any of the prisoners. I never 
knew of such a thing. The first prisoners that reached Andersonville were fi'om 
prisons around Richmond-Belle Isle, perhaps, Libby. They were in an exceed
ingly destitute condition, poor and emaciated. Their clothes were in a very bad 
condition; some were without shoes, and some without hats. I have known 
corpses to be brought there on the train, corpses of men who had died en route 
to the place, and some after arriving there died en route to the stockade. 

THE DISPOSITION AND CONDUCT OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TOWARDS THE PRISONERS. 

Oaptain Wirz complained that the boys should be confined and wanted authority 
to discharge them and send them to their homes. There were a number of little 
boys, drummers, I suppose, little bits of fellows. I don't know that Captain 
W irz did anything in reference to them. There were a good m,my who were 
taken out of the stockade by the officers of the prison. and Captain Wirz 
wanted to send them to their homes. They were Union prisoners. I don't 
know whether he got authority to send them to their home.:; or not. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

Just before 1 left Andersonville, a number of sanitary boxes reached the place 
and were piled up near the commissary building, and stayed there several days. 
During that time I was in the stockade, and prisoners told me they heard the 
boxes were there and urged me to have them sent in. I told them I would do 
what 1 could, and I went out and urged the men to send the boxes in as soon as 
possible. A few days after I visited the stockade again and the prisoners 
thanked me for what I did, and said they had received that collection 
of boxes. Captain Wirz asked me what he should do with boxes that came 
there for prisOliers who were dead before they were received, and at the same 
time suggested that it would be proper to turn over their contents to the Union 
hospitals. 1 said I thought it was a good idea. That is all I know abou.t it. 
I was frequent.Iy in the stockade while 1 was there. 1 presume some of the 
prisoners knew of my rank and what position I held there; others did not. I 
presume it was generally known. . 

THE DEAD-LI:'JE. 

My recollection is the dead-line was down sometimes, down on the stream 
where the ground was marshy and boggy. The dead-line, 1 should suppose, 
was about fifteen feet from the stockade. Where the line crosses the branch. 
there is a bog of twenty or thirty yards, and I learned that it washed down 
there several times when there was a heavy rain. 

TREATMENT OF UNITED STATES COLORED SOLDIERA AT ANDERSONVILLE•. 

I suppose there were between sixty and one hundred negroes in the Ander
sonville prison. '1'hat was about the time I left. They were coming incon-. 
stantly. Every train would bring two or three, or perhaps four or five negroes. 
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Some of them were in pretty' good condition, others not so good. Some few 
were wounded, r think. Pretty soon after the first train reached Andersonville 
with a few negroes on it, I addressed a communication to General Winder ask
ing him what diRposition was to be made of the negroes. His reply was that 
the question was yet in aheyance; these were about the words he used, and I 
think he said, "until further orders treat them as prisoners of war." 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I never saw a chain-gang or stocks in my life. I did see a dozen men or so 
chained together, but that did not constitute the chain-gang whi~h I have heard 
spoken of. r saw them chained together; I do not know what it was for. 
presume that was not the chain-gang mentioned here. I only know the chain
gang by reputation. 

THI<] PRISONERS PREVENTED FROM BUYING VEGE'fABLES. 

It was a penitentiary offence for a man in the Confederate States to trade for 
greenbacks. I think it was an act of congress, and, if I am not mistaken, th~re 

, was a statute' of the State to that effect. I do not know whether the restric
tions imposed at Andersonville in that respect had reference to that law. 

\ 'fRADlNG BETWEEN THE CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS AND UNION PRISONERS. 

I did not say anything about trading between prisoners and the guard forces. 
r should have to fall back on impressions, general hearsay evidence, if I spoke 
about it. I have heard about it, I don't know how many times. It did not 
-come to me in my official character'. I got my impressions froin general hearsay 
evidence, or camp rumors, you may say. It strikes me, and I call your attention 
to it, that I have seen the Same order in a copy of the rules and regulations. 
r think that that order is in the copy of the rules and regulations for the gov
ernment of the prison, saying th'1t such trading is prohibiteq, interdicted-tbe 

, rules established by Captain Wirz, approved by the post commander. I do not 
kno,w whether the prisoners observed it or not. 

THE SUPPLY OF VEGETABLES AT ANDERSO:\lVILI.E. 

/' Andersonville is in a very poor section of country; all around there it is very 
poor country. There was a little market there, to which hucksters would come 
in from the surrounding country. It was a very small market, about as large 
as this room, I reckon. Hucksters would come in from different parts of the 

, country with vegetables, &c. They would bring baskets full. I should hardly 
think it was a sufficient supply for the hospital. The provisions at that market 
would feed one hundred and fifty or two hundred men., 

, Cross-examined by the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I went to Andersonville I think in February. fleft I think in June-about 

the first of June. The rigors of the camp began after June, I think. Official 
business brought Captain Wirz and myself together some. I mean that we 
were together frequently on official business. We were together daily. I think; 
I can say I saw him several times a day. I passed through Andersonville once 
01' twice after I left there, and went up there once or twice on professional busi
ness. I do not know what transpired after I left there. I do not pretend to 
lrnow what transpired at Captain Wirz's headquarters while I was there. I sup
pose I saw Captain Wirz about once a day; perhaps I saw him oftener. 
Sometimes I would see him. once a day and sometimes oftener. I do not know 
anything about the condition of that prison after the first of June. All the 
evidence' that I have given relates to pdor to the Drst of June. 
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THE AUTHORITY OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TO PROVIDE EVERYTHING NECESSARY 
FOR THE COMFORT OF THE PRISONERS. 

Q. Did not your scope of authority as commandant of the post give you 
more power than subsequent commandants of the post had 7 

A. I do not know what authority they had. I have already stated to the 
court the letter of instructions I had received from General Winder, mapping 
out my official authority. General Winder said to me there were three separate 
and distinct departments, one known as the prison, another as the troops, and 
the other as the post. I was assigned first to the troops, and second to the 
post. I was never assigned to the prison. I do not think I interfered in the 
local government of the prison. I went inside the stockade frequently, and so 
did the commandant of the troops. I had no business in there. I merely asked 
to have the hospital taken olltside the stockade. 

Q. You say you represented to the authorities at Richmond that the accom
modations were not sufficient; 'what business had you to do that 7 

A. I did it by virtue of my rank as post commandant, being au intermediate 
officer between the prison andithe government. 

Q. Did you do it by virtue of your assignment, or was it humanity moveil 
you to do it 7 

A. Humanity. I do not know that I stated all was done that could be done to 
build a hospital and make a shelter, &c., for those prisoners; I stated that a great 
effort was made. I do not know who built the dead house outside the stockade. 
Captain Wirz tol.d me he built it; he said he was going to do it. I have noidea 
who he requested to do it. I do not know that he had authority to do it without 
requesting me. I did not build it. I did not give orders to have it built. I 
cannot say that it was an assumption on his part. I really don't know what 
right Captain Wil'z had. It was the quartermaster's business to furnish shelter, 
and the quarterniaster failed to do it. Wirz said that he would do it himself, 
and pretty soon after that I saw the house. It was a shelter for the dead. 

Q. Well now, do you not think it would have been more humane to have 
bnilt a shelter for the living 7 

A. I think it wonld have been impracticable for Captain Wirz to have fur
nished shelter for all the prisoners. 

Q. 'l'hat was not the question. . 
A. 'l'hen I will answer yes, if practicable. Some shelter might have been 

built inside the prison for the prisoners; I cannot say how much. 
Q. While you were commandant of the post, do you think everything was 

done that could have been done for the prisoners 1 
A. Well, I do not think so on the part of. some of the sta:(f officers. I 

cannot say who was to blame; I think the quartermaster did not have the 
energy he might have had.. I sent my staff officers off to neighboring towns to 
get lumber, tools, &c. It was not a fact that I had control, and nobody else, 
while I was there. I was prompted mainly by humane motives. I was assigned 
there by special order. I was lieutenant colonel. I was inferior in rank to the 
commander of the troops; nevertheless, by virtue of my assignment, I had cot?
mand of the post. Under my letter of instructions, I think I had no right 1Il 

the world to interfere with the interior prison, and I never did interfere; never-. 
theles8, if I could mitigate the rigors of that prison, as a matter of course, I 
would with great pleasure do anything to accomplish that end. 

Q. When was the hospital moved outside 1 
A. I think about a month before I left there. 
Q. Was it done at your instance 1 
A Yes, sir; I told Captain Wirz that I would take the responsibility of 

allowing him to do it. 
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Q. Then you commanded the prison, did you 1 
A. Well, Captain Wirz commanded the prison. , 
Q. Had he not full authority to do anything that the prisoners required for 

their comfort ~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. 'l'hen why did he go to you to ask permission to take the hospital out

side 1 ,
 
, A. Because General Winder said it should not be taken out.
 

Q. Then it was a question of violating his superior officer's order 1 
A. It amounted to that. 
Q. And you throw the responsibility upon General Winder? 
A. General Winder ordered the hospital not to be taken out, according to my 

recollection.
 
, Q. And it was taken out in violation of his order?
 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When you were examined several days ago, you said that you recollected 

some fifty car-loads of lumber, for the purpo,;e of building shelter inside the 
stockade, and that at the time of your relief that lumber disappeared mysteriously, 
and none of it went in for shelters? 

A. 'That was my testimony.
 
.Q. Do you still adhere to it 1
 
A. I still adhere to it. 
While I was at Andersonville I granted furloughs for seven days. General 

Winder granted furloughs for a longer time than seven days. I never knew of 
Captain Wirz issuing an order as assistant adjutant general by order of General 
Winder. I have heard him say he was an assistant adjutant general on General 
Winder's staff. I only know he was a staff officer of General Winder's from 
what he said. I have some knowledge of the duties of an assistant adjutant 
general. I cannot say that Captain Wirz did all that it was in his power to do 
to alleviate the sufferings of the prisoners. I know he labored indefatigably, 
but whether he accomplished everything he might have accomplished, of course 
I cannot say. All I know is that the prison was not half cared for; I know 
that very well. I cannot say who was responsible for its care. I think the 
responsibility was in sending so many prisoners where they could not be prop
edy cared for; there is where I think it lies. 'l'hose labors were performed by 
Ca.ptain Wirz in the direction of his line of duty, and not expressly to alleviate 
the sufferings of the prisoners. I only remember that he labored a long time over 
that ditch inside the prison, trying to clear it out alld plank it up, and reclaim 
the marsh and bog on either side of it, which he did not succeed in doing; he 
never succeeded fully in doing it. 

By the COURT: 

,', Q. Can you tell how it was that, when the offieer properly in command of 
the post would leave, Captain Wirz would aRsume command of the post while 
there were officers superior to him at the prison 1 

A. I can simply state what General Winder's order to'me was when I re
ported to him for duty under order of the secretary of war. He said to me that 
there were three separate and distinct spheres at Andersonville. He at the 
same time charged me, particularly, under no circumstances to let the com
mander of the troops take the command of the post; that when the post com
mander was necessarily absent, then the commander of the prison should go to 
his place. . 

Q. Under such circumstances, according to those orders, Captain Wirz be
came commander of the post, the troops, and the prison 1 

A. No, sir; he did, not command the troops; he simply commanded the 
post. 
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THE CHAIN-GANG. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I understood the chain-gang-I do not kuow positively about it-to be a f 

number ·of men linked together in such a way as to allowthem to move around. 
'1'hose men that I saw were chained together in the shape of a square, so they 
could not move. I never saw those in the chain-gang. It was not done by my 
order; I don't know by whose order it was done. I never exercised the right 
to punish prisoners of war; I never had it under my letter of instructions. I 
do not know who had the right to punish them. Oaptain Wirz was commander 
of the prison; he exercised the right. and I presume he had it. Oaptain Wirz's 
orders came through me, but he never received any or"er to punish prisoners 
through me. If he punished them it was at his own instance, and I presume 
he was responsible. 

THE PRISONERS PREVENTED FROM BUYING VEGETABLES. 

Q. You say that no permission was given to trade in greenbacks. Do you 
not know that there was a letter of instructions from General Winder stating 
what percentage should be given? 

A. I never heard of it; I understood afterwards that greenbacks were pur
chased there by permission of General Winder. 

THE PRISON RULES. 

There were regulations prescribed for the government of the prison. It,was 
not done by order of General Winder. Oaptain Wirz drew up a set of rules 
and regulations and read them over to me; they met with my approval; they 
had his signature and were posted up. 

By the OOURT : 
I never made any rules for the prison; Oaptain Wirz drew some rules. I 

was Oaptain Wirz's superior officer. I think the first set of rules Oaptain Wirz 
drew-I don't know of any other set-the set which he drew while I was there 
had my indorsement. I don't remember what those rules were. I don'tkn~w 
what the second set were. I only kuew of one set while I was there; 1'don't 
know what the rules were afterwards. I don't remember whether they were rules 
for inside of the prison or for immediately around the stockade, or both, but I 
remember my name was to the rules, and Oaptain Wirz's name also. Oaptain 
Wirz drew his own rules and regulations by his own authority. I respect~d 
his authority because I thought the rules wer«;l very much in place-just such 
rules as a prison oug-ht to have. I approved those rules. There was no dead
line about those rules. The dead line was put up, I think, after the rules were 
made. I don't know who gave Oaptain Wirz permission to put up the dead
line; I did not; he did it by virtue of his own rank, I suppose. 

THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE STOCKADE. 

I cannot say that I had anything to do with the stockade.Oaptain Wirz ' 
was in command of the stoc!-,ade. There was no direction about the enlarge
ment or control of the stockade; I just added myself, or had it done, some 
fifteen or eighteen acres. 

THE RATIONS. 

Q. I understood you to say, yesterday, that the officer in command of the 
prison had nothing to do with the commissariat; is that correct 1 

A. That was my understanding. 
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Q. If he had nothing to do with the commissariat, how could he issue double 
rations to sergeants of nineties in the stockade and to those outside on parole? 

A: I don't know whether there was ever an order to that effect. My under
standing was that they had double rations, but how'they got them I cannot 
say. '. 

Q. Must they not have got them fr~m Capta~n Wirz? 
A. Perhaps the quartermaster granted them hImself; perhaps he had authority. 

I cllnnot say where the anthority came from. 
Q. If they got double rations, they must have got them from the officer who 

detailed them, or on his order, must they not? , 
A. Perhaps the quartermaster would make requisitions. 
Q. '1'he quartermaster could not detail men. ' 
A. He had them perhaps in his service. 
Q. SUFPose they were detailed outside? 
A. I do not know; perhaps the commissary had instructions to issne double 

rations to all the men who were laboring in his service; I don't know where 
the instructioDs 'came from. . 

Q. Have you not stated that all orders coming from headquarters above .yon 
to Captain Wirz had to pass officially through you? 

A. The commissariat orders never came to me; they would come through 
tbe regular commissary channel. '1'he order fixing rations, &c., would come 
directly from the district commissary. 

Q. If an order should come down that a certain number of men in yonI' prison 
should have two or three, or four rations, would not that order pass through 
you 1 

A. It would pass through me.
 
Q..Had you no order to give double rations to these men?
 
A. No, sir.	 . 
Q. You know that Captain Wirz did give double rations to certain prisoners 1 
A. I don't know that Captain Wirz did it; I simply know from general 

reputation that they had double ratioDs. That is all I know about it. 
Q. Did any such orders ever pass throl:lgh your department 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How, then, could Captain Wirz arrange with the commissary of your 

department so as to make that issue? 
A. That I cannot say; I don't know 'where the authority came from. 
Q. It could only be done by reason of his being the confidential staff officer 

of General Winder 1 
A. I am not able to answer that. 
Q. Did the general.ever find fanlt with you iUJeference to that when you came 

up there and made your reports? . 
A. I was not with the general five minutes at a time.	 . 
Q.. Did the general ever look overyour accounts at all and compare them with the 

morning reports? 
A. Not that I know of. 
Q. Was the commissary yours, or General Winder's, or Captain Wirz's 1 
A. He was General Winder's quartermaster. 
Q. Then you were not responsible for the orders he issued for rations? 
WITNESS. Do you mean the requisitions he made for rations for men in his 

service 1
 
. '1'1e OOURT. For anything he issued.
 
A. I don't know that he ever made any. I don't know that either General 

. Winder or myself were responsible for the issue	 of rations. I approved the 
requisitions. I don't know anything about double rations. I don't think I ever 
approved the issue of double rations. It was embodied in the requisition for 
the whole prison. I never made out the requisitions; they were malle out at 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--30 
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the commissary department upon the morning reports. That report wouldsim
ply be brought to me for my approval. I would give my approval; the report 
would go back, and upon that they would issue. I don't know that I ever 
gave an order for the issue of double rations; it W'lS merged in the provision 
return in such a way that I had no knowledge of it. I never gave a double 
mtion to my knowledge; if I ever gave it, the return came from Captain 
Wirz's office so shaped as to give a double ration without my knowing it. 

By COUNSEL: 
Q. In regard to the regulations of which you have spoken, was not the reg

ular channel for those regulations to go to Richmond, then return through you, 
and you approve them 1 

A. They went to Richmond. 
Q. Were they approved there 1 
A. I don't remember that they were approved there. I don't know that 

they came back. There was no ,picket service in addition. to the regular prison 
guard at Andersonville while I was there. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
A. '1'he daily estimates made for rations were made by the prison com

mandel'" and my approval was purely formal. I did not make an estim~te 
myself; I never looked into it. 

THE DEFICIENCY OF CLOTHI:'<iG FOR' THE CONFEDERATE TROOPS. 

SI;lPTEMBER 28, 1865. 
NAZARETH ALLEN, recalled for the defence: 

I was connected with the first Georgia reserves. It was formed at Macon, 
Georgia, in May, 1864. When we got to Andersonville we had on our own 
clothing that we carried there with us. We carried such clothing as we had
we had no confederate clothing. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I went to Andersonville wRaring my own clothes. I belonged to the Georgia 

reserves. I never di'ew confederate clothing. We were, to some extent, under 
the command of the governor of the State. We looked to no person for our 
clothing. We did not pretend to draw our clothing from the confederate gov
ernment. 

THE RATIONS. 
By COUlYSEL : . 

Our rations were corn-meal and bacon, and sometimes beef. The bad rations 
caused sickness, I thinlr-diarrhoaa; that was the complaint generally. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I don't think I said I suffered for want of rations while out on duty; we 

suffered from the min a good deal. I never suffered because I had not suffi- ' 
cient to eat; I got a good deal of my provisions from home. Sometimes I had 
to live upon the rebel rations. '1'h6re was a railroad all the way from whe~'e I 
lived to Andersonville, and I got boxes of provisions from home all the w~lle I 
staid there, pretty much. When on picket, I lived a good deal off the citlz~ns. 
I fared very well while I was on picket. I never had any difficulty in gettlDg 
what I wanted to eat. I do not think any of our soldiers ever died from starva
tion. I never saw any cases of wasting away from lack of sufficient to eat. 
It was our impression that some cf our men died because they had bad f~od. 
I am not a physician, but our impres&ion was that the diet would create dlar~. 
rhcea; that was my im.pression. We never had any scurvy among our meI!-
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We did not get what vegetables we wanted. Our regiment did not get any 
vegetables of any consequence. ,With the vegetables ~hat I purchased, a~d 
what I got from home, I had what I wanted. 

CONDITION OF 'rHE WATER. 

By OOUNSEL: 

When we arrived at Andersonville we stopped a part of a day westward of 
the stockade, and mov,ed to the northwest from there, I think, the next day, 
and formed our camp further off., Our regiment did not encamp anywhere on 
the'stream above the stockade. Our regiment did not in any way affect the 
stream. 

THE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

There was a good dea:! of sickness in the camp. I cannot tell how many of 
the regiment were sick; I never visited the hospitals; I passed by them. but 
I never went into them. I could not positively say how many were sick in the 
regiment. I do not think there were over a quarter of them sick, thougli there 
might have been more than a quarter of them sick part of the time. Our hos
pitals were pretty badly crowded, but the sick were not all of our regiment. 
Iumy regiment there were, I guess, half of them, or over half, may be two
thirds, fit for duty. '1'here were between seven hundred or eight hundred men 
in my regiment. The regiment was composed of boys from fifteen to eighteen, 
and men,from forty-five to fifty. I was a private in my regiment. I should 
say we had very heavy duty to perform. We were on guard duty at the 
stockade every other day, and sometimes we had to guard prisoners after wood 
the day after we came off duty at the stockade, and sometimes we would have 
to go over and receive prisoners at the depot the day after we came off duty. 
Tha~ kept us pretty busy; it was going on all day pretty well, and it would 
be four or five o'clock in the evening before we got a chance to cook anything 
for ourselves to eat. We had to go hungry all day. There was a good deal 
of dissatisfaction and a good deal of grumbling. I did not do a great deal, 
but I made threats to do something. I threatened to leave the place, and did 
leave ,and staid away. Some others cleared out too. '1'his state of things con
tinued nearly all the time I was there. I was there nearly two months-from 
the 20th of May till the 17th of July. ' 
'Q. When you left what was the condition of the regiment as to sickness in 
comparison to its condition when you went there 1 

A. Well, there were a good many sick when I left there; I left with the 
well part of the regiment for the front, and' we came to Macon, and were 
Oi'dered back by General Oobb. I was sick when the regiment went back, and 
I staid home. 

Q. What proportion of the number of men of that regiment who went there 
were ordered away at that time 1 

'A. I could nut say exactly, but I think there were two-thirds of the regi
,ment, as near as I can g'uess at it. We had to perform picket duty a't Ander
sonville. As near as I can recollect there were four picket posts, and at the , 
post I was on there were twenty-two men, counting the lientenant and sergeant. 
I guess all the posts had the same orders; I do not know. We were encamped 
about two miles or a mile and a half from the stockade. My duty while at 

, Andersonville was scouting every other day around the country, looking out for 
the enemy, and keeping in our own ~oldiers and the escaping prisoners. and 
s1i~h things as that. Our own soldiers deserted. I would rather be but there 
than round the stockade; but we had very inferior tents; they were pretty 
well worn'out. We did not have anything to carry out there more than what 
Tapoke of; we had some old worn-out tents. 
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Q. What did you do with your sick there, when on picket duty 1
 
(Objected to by the judge advocate and question withdrawn..)
 

By the CouR'r : 
We did not change pickets until they were broken up and called in. When 

one man got sick another would be put in his place. There was not a detail 
every day; the same men stayed there. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I did not visit the regimental hospital much; I only passed it by. I cannot 

give a very good opinion as to its crowded condition; I only went into the hos
pital very little. I never visited the regimental hospital but once; I passed by 
it every time I would go to the depot. I know that when I was there it was 
crowded with sick. They were not all of our regiment. There were a good 
many sick in the camps. I preferred picket duty to being stationed round the 
post, because of the offensive smell arising from the stockade. 

By COUNSEL: 
It was not wholly from that cause that I preferred being on picket duty. 

Picket duty I thought was lighter, but the desire to get away from the stockade 
was the main cause. We could fare better while on picket, having an opportu
nity to get provisions in the country. There were several other causes besides 
that stench, but that was the greatest. 

By the CouRT: 
You did not understand me to say that I was a 'deserter. I went home with 

the regiment when we were ordered to the front. I had to be a volunteer or be 
conscripted to the front. I reported voluntarily. I was what yOll might call a 
forced volunteer. '1'hat was not one of the reasons why I wanted to get away. 
I did not desire to serve, neither was I afraid of anybody, but J was ,not very 
able to be it soldier. Thatwas one of the reasons why I did not want to be a 
soldier. My health would not permit me to be, but I had to be. I had been 
crippled; that of course injured me in drilling. I could not drill well. There 
was drilling there. 

By COUNSEL: 
Furlow's battalion was what is called militia, and they were ordered by Gen- ' 

eral Cobb to Atlanta to meet Sherman. I was sick two days previous to this 
in camp. When this order came in, the evening that our regiment was ordered to 
the front, I heard in a few moments afterwards that Furlow's battalion, the 
militia, had been ordered there and had backed out, not wanting to go. Our regi
ment volunteered to take its place, and General Winder approved of that and 
let them go on to Macon. Part of the regiment went that night, all that were 
fit for duty. In the morning, when the others came off duty, between nine aud 
ten' o'clock, they went. I went with them. I got two privates to carry me 
down to the depot and put Die on to the cars. I went on with them to Macon, and 
when I got there General Cobb ordered the regiment back to Andersonville. I got 
a friend to take me home in a buggy, My wife the next day went down to see 
the captain before he left and told him where I was, He knew I was sick, and 
he sent word to me by her to stay at home, and send my certificates from the 
surgeon to the command and it would be all right, and to stay there till I go~ 
well. I did so. I got well in about two months-as well as I commonly was 
before-and then I did not report promptly-I did not report as soon as I got 
well. I delayed the time until General Sherman and his army passed through, 
and got between me and my command j my command wel'e all made prisoners 
and I never saw them any more. 
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-
By the OOURT : 
I left my regiment at J\facon and went home without authority, and when I 

got well enough to return I did not return, but I sent my certificates, which 
Iiladeall things right. 

The OOURT. In onr service that would be called desertion. 
The WITNESS. J never could see it in that way. 

By OOUNSEL: 
My certificates, &c., in regard to my si~kness went all right. 

By the COURT: 
Question. You have stated what was the effective strength of your regiment; 

-by what means did yoil. derive your knowledge of that effective strength? 
.Answer. As I told the court, it was only guess-work with me, I never saw 

a morning report of any company showing the men reporting for duty. I do 
not know how many men were sick. I don't know how many were present and 
hoW many al:isent; I just gnessed at the estimate; I stated that it was guess
work; I did not want to answer that question. I belonged to company A, third 
Georgia reserves, '{'here were ninety-two men in my company, I believe, I 
never drilled with the whole company there after we got armE. We drilled 
morning and evening, once in a while, when we were ordered to drill; that is, 
aportion of the company did; a part were on duty aU 'the time, 

THE DEFICIENCY OF TRANSPORTATJON. 

By COUNSEL': . 
I never saw any corral at Andersonville. I have seen a horse lot there up 

by our regiment, where we kept our regimental horses, while the wagons stayed 
there, until they were moved over to headquarters; I don't know wnat they did· 
with them then. I never saw but four or five wagons about there. They did 
impress some wagons, I think, from out in the country to haul stockade timber
purposely for hauling stockade timber. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I waB on duty at Andersonville from about the 20th of June till the 17th 

July, 1864. I understand a horse lot and a corral to be the same, but I saw 
none except what we had up at our regiment. I think there was some transporta
tion belonging to the post. '{'he wagons for a time were up by our regiment. 
When they left they went over to General Winder's headquarters. I don't 
know anything about the transportation there; .we kept some wagons over by our 
regiment for our use, The horses and wagons connected with the post -trans
pottation were kept over about headquarters; Eomewhere abou t General Winder's 
quarters, I guess-I never was over there to see. I don't know bnt what the 
transportation of the post might have been there at headquarters. I know that 
there was transportation being used there for post purposes, 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINS'r WIRZ, 

By the COUNSEL: 
I saw Captain Wirz's horse. It was a gray or white one. I never knew of 

Oaptain Wirz having a sorrel or a roan horse. I never saw him on any other 
cr€ature but a white one or a gray one. I have known other officers on sorrel 
horses and. on bay horses.' . 

TRADING J;lETWEEN THE 'CONFEDERATE TROOPS AND THE PRISONEI\S. 

When we went down to Andersonville we discovel'ed that the fifty-fifth regi
ment were' doing some little traffic with the prisoners, and some of our boys 
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wanted to get into it somewhat. It was against orders, and our men were told 
that it was against orders, so that they had to do it on the sly. Some of them, 
I think, pitched in somewhat, and the fifty-fifth boys got to cursing them about 
it. They wanted all the trade, I think. I think they traded a good deal. 'l'he 
fifty-fifth did it, and a great many of the reserves did it. I cannot tell the effect 
this trading had when they were on guard duty more than what I heard. I can 
tell nothing of my own knowledge. I saw some of our men wearing clothing 
that they had bought from the prisoners-hats, caps, shoes, and boots. They 
were old clothing; they had been worn. 

By the JUDGE AbvoCATE: 
I have seen our soldiers wearing the federal uniform. I have seen them with 

overcoats and boots and pants. I believe these articles of clothing carrie hom 
the bodies of the dying and the dead. I cannot say, but I think that they 
were taken off and-

'l'he .:fUDGE ADVOCATE. State.only what you know. 
The WITNESS. I am pretty confident that the guard-
Question. You do not know of your own knowledge where the clothing came 

from, do you 1 ' 
Mr. BAKER objected to the witness being interrupted in the answer which he 

was about to give. . 
The JUDGE APVOCATB remarked that the witness had already answered the 

question, and that what he was proceeding to say was not ;:esponsive to any 
interrogatory which had been put to him. 

By the COURT:
 
Question. Were you about to give your opinions or facts?
 
Answer. My opinions.
 
The court, after deliberation, overruled the objection.
 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PIUSONERS. 

By COUNSEL: 
I saw prisoners searched once, I believe. They were Stoneman's raiders, as 

they were called. They were stripped and searched. Jewelry and money
greenbacks and confederate money-were taken away from them; also some 
daguerreotypes, and some ladies' shawls, I think, and one thing or another-a 
little of almost everything. Some gold and some watches were taken. I think 
I saw some spoons or something of that kind taken; I will not be positive as 
to that. Doctor Bonner, the surgeon who attended me when I went home, 
wrote down there for a daguerreotype that belonged to his brother living in 
Jones county. It was taken from his brother's wife. He said he was writing 
down there for it. I do not know whether the others were daguerreotypes of 
southern ladies; they told me so; I do not know whose they were. 'l'hey said 
they were daguerreotypes of southern ladies when they were taken away. 
never knew of ~ny others than Stoneman's raiders being searched there. 

TUNNELLING OUT. 

It was reported very often that the prisoners were tunnelling out, and we had 
to form onrregiment and to go down and guard the place. If it was night, 
or just about night, we had to stay there and' guard the place until morning. 
Captain Wirz would then test the matter and stop the tunnelling. I never knew 
of Captain Wirz being there in the night on that business, not down around the 
stockade. 

I 



TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 471 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I cannot say how often I saw Captain Wirz. I saw him very often passing 

about while I was on duty around the stockade. I was on: picket duty a great 
deal. I saw Captain Wirz very often while I was on duty' around the stock
ade. I did not see bim while I was on picket duty except f'ometimes when I 
came over to the post office with a letter. 

SHOOTING Of' PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

By COUNSEL: 
I never knew any man to get a furlough for shooting a Union prisoner. I 

have heard some little talk about it, but I never knew of its being done; I just 
heard a little sort of rumor. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I do not know anything about it. I nevel' heard of any particulai· man who 

had got such a furlough. I never heard from my officers that a person could 
get a furlough for shooting a Union prisoner. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
The confederate soldiers got furloughs sometimes. They did not get them 

very often. I don't know how many furloughs were obtained. A good many 
got furloughs for recruit,;. Some got furlo'ughs to go hom,e and cut their wheat, 
seven days' furloughs; I never got one myself; I was one that failed to get 
that. I do not know all the furloughs that were granted there. I do not 
know the causes that were assigned for obtaining furloughS. I know nothing 
more about it than what I have just stated, what I heard. 

MEDICAL TESTIMONY. 

SEPl'EMBER 28, 1865. 
Dr. E. A. FLEWELLEN, recalled for the defence: 
I can arrive at the time during thp, summer of 1864 I wa!3 first at Anderson

ville more definitely by stating that I was there a few days before General 
Hood was assigned to duty in place of General Johnston-in the month of 
July or August-one of those two months I am confident. I am not distinct in 
my recollection about .the number of men I found there as federal prisoners, but 
there were over thirty thousand, I believe. 

CONDITION OF THE HOSPITAL. 

On my first visit I went there under a special order of the medical director of 
hospitals, for the purpose of inspecting the hospitals. I called Surgeon White's 

. attention to the hospital accommodations, and the reply was that he was making 
~fforts to fit them up-that he had not been able to get sufficient tools. I asked 
him if he had made efforts. He said that he had made timely, and I think he 
said frequent, requisitions on the quartermasters' department for tools, but that 
he could not get them, and he remarked further that there were atleast twenty
five hundred mechanics in the stockade. who would be glad to take a parole for 
the purpose of working on the hospital, but that he had not been able to get tools. 
Hewe);J.~ 80 far as to state that he had lumber there sufficient to put up one or two 
hpspitals, (similar to the one that had just been roughly thrown up' for the troops 
on, duty,) but that he had not been able to get the tools to put them up with. The 
~ederal hospital was a rough enclosure of plank fence;, i~ was made up of a hetero
geneous variety of tents, some comparatively new, and some almost totally 

,:"9rn out; I think I may safely say that I saw every style of tent in there 
th!lt I have ever seen anywhere. '1'here was little or no bedding. The bunks, 
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if they could be called by that name, were improvised by driving forked stakes 
in the ground and putting railings across. I am now speaking of the federal 
hospital. I saw little or no bedding-occasionally a bed-sack, very dirty. The 
confederate hospital was a rough two-story building which had been thrown up ; 
it had not been completed. The floors were laid with what we call inch plank, 
about twelve inches wide and an inch thick. They had been laid down green 
and had shrunken up. In their efforts to make the floor secure they had put 
strips about three or four inches wide over the wide apertures in the floor. This 
fact made it necessarily a very dirty affair. The irregularities of the floor, of 
course, caused the vessels to be frequently upset-the vessels deposited there 
to receive the excrement of the sick men. Therefore it was very offensive. I 
would rather occupy a good p,verage tent in the federal hospital than be on the 
lower floor of the confederate hospital. I suppose the court can see the reason. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Let us hear the reason. 
The WITNESS. The prevailing type of disease there was chronic diarrhrea, 

and the patients had freqlleJ:.lt use' for vessels, which this irregularity of the floor 
caused to be frequently upset, and thus the men below suffered. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I Isuppose that was unheard of in the federal hospital? 
A. Oh, yes; because they had tents. 
There was a good deal of difference, I think, between confederate hospitals 

and hospitals for Union prisoners. I neyer visited them officially except at 
Andersonville, and I did not consider that a hospital at all in comparison with 
what a hospital should be. I found on looking over the hospital stores that had 
been issued and that had accumulated in the office of the surgeon-in-chief, a large 
lot of beg-sacks, sheets and other things necessary for the hospital. I thought 
it very remarkable that they were not furnished, and. of course, I called on 
Dr. White for an explanation. His reply was that in the first place he had 
not been able to get the straw to fill the sacks; that in the second place he had 
not been able to get bunks to put them in; and, as an addiHonalreason, that he 
did not want to put them into those nasty tents and on the filthy ground-the 
hospital being incomplete, the bunks being fixed up with sticks, and some with
out sticks. He said that the sacks would soon be ruined; that they would 
be so filthy that they would never be fit to use when he should have succeeded 
in completing the hoslJi~al. I testified in my examination-in-chief as to .the 
character of the ground; it is pine soil, black. 'rhere were no floors to the 
tents, simply earth Hoors, and if bed-sacks were placed on the' ground anybody 
could see how quickly they would be soiled. If they were put on the bunks 
I have spoken of~ the men climbing up and down would soil them very badly. 
I have no knowledge as to the chance of getting straw to fill them with, except 
what Dr. White stated. :My recollection is not distinct as to whether I discov
ered any of them filled with pine straw. The confederate hospitals were pretty 
short in regard to hospital clothing and necessaries of every kind; they hardly 
ever got what they desired. I may say there was very great suffering in conse
quence of that deficiency in the hospital department generally. 

VACCINATION. 

Q. Can you tell us what effect vaccination had upon your own soldiers and 
citizens 1 

'l'heWITNESS. Do you mean spurious vaccination, as it 'is called 1 
Mr. BAKER. Yes, sir. 
A. The first I ever heard OJ' knew of spurious vaccination-

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. State only what you saw or knew at Andersonville.
 
WITlI1ESS. I know nothing about vaccination at Andersonville.
 
Q. Go on and state all you know about spurious vaccination anywhere 

throughout the southern confederacy. 
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The JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to the .question, on the ground that even if 
it could be proved that persons throughout the south were poisoned by means 
of vaccination, it would furnish no proof that prisoners of war at Anderson
ville. were not so poisoned, and could not in any way exculpate anyone who 
was inculpated by the evidence already brought before the court. 

Mr. BAKER argued that the question was proper. The defence pl"Oposed to 
show that the same effects experienced from vaccination at Andersonvlle had 

.been experienced throug'hout the whole south; that the same vaccine matter 
used at Andersonville, was, so far as could be ascertained, used in various places 
throughout the south, and had similar effects on soldiers and private citizens. 
If the defence could show that this vaccine matter was used upon confederate 
soldiers and produced the same results as those testified to in the case of federal 
prisoners, it would tend to rebut or disprove one of the elements of the alleged 
conspira.cy. 

The COURT after deliberation sustained the objection. 
WITNESS. I know of the effects of vaccination on the troops in Georgia. 
Q. State to the court what those effects were on your troops. 
Objected to by the judge advocate, unless it could be shown that the vac

cine matter used for the confederate troops was obtained from the same source 
as that used for the Union prisoners. 

After deliberation, the objection was overruled. 
A. While the army of General Bragg was at Tullahoma, I was medical 

director, and I know that very great complaint was made to me as to the char
acter of the vaccination practiced in the army. A large number of men were 
represented as unfit for duty. I think that one division represented nearly a 
thousand men as unfit for duty on account of spurious vaccination. I saw a num
ber of the cases in the eady progress of the vaccination, but they presented 
nothing abnormal that I could detect. But, as it advanced, the cases seemed to 
have the appearance very nearly of syphilitic rupia. It diffused itself more or 
less over the whole surface. A large number of surgeons regarded it as a com
plication of vaccine and syphilis. Finally they settled into the opinion that it 
was not syphilitic. There never was, I may safely say, any settled opinion 
among the surgeons of the confederate army as'to what was the true character 
of this impure vaccination. 

Q. To what extent did you know it to go as to the disabling of soldiers 1 
A. I never saw myself any soldier maimed or disabled for duty; I heard 

.rumors of the kind, but never	 saw any cases of it; 1 can state nothing more 
than I have already stated; I have heard rumors of the kind; I have stated 
ahout it spreading over the body, but I learned nothing about confederate sol
diers losing their arms; I do not think I had ever anything of that sort officially 
before me; I have seen healthy country men, women and children affected in 
the same way; I remember more definitely the time my,attention was first called 
to it; it was in the spring and summer of 1863 when the army was at Tu11aho
rna, Tennessee; it then reached its acme in our army; I have been hearing of 
it more or less continuously ever since; I did not learn when it ceased in the 
confederate army; I left the army at Dalton; I cannot answer definitely as to 
whether it spread over a period of one or two years; I have heard complaints 
of it since I first heard of it; I am not able to state from what source the con
federate government obtained this vaccine matter; I know that some surgeons 
obtained it from private sources, and that others obtained it from the medical 
director of hospitals; my best information is that it was obtained from various 
sources; we had very imperative orders requiring all the soldiers to be vacci
nated.; the medical officer in charge of the enrolling department was required 
to have the men vaccinated, and there were stringent orders requiring surgeons 
in charge of hospitals to do so; orders extended to medical officers in the field; 
the orders were not at all discretionary; they were very imperative. 
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GENERAL JOHN H. WI:"1DER. 

Q. From what you saw of, General Winder at Andersonville, state what your 
impressions were as to his conduct there in rel:;ttion to prisoners. 

Objected to by the judge advocate and objection sustained. 

THE CHARGE OF MURDER AGAINST WJRZ. 

Q. At any time while you were at Andersonville did you heal' of Captain 
Wirz ilhooting, beating with a pistol,or in .any way maltreating Union pris
oners 1 

A. I never heard anything of the kind. 
- Q. If such a thing occurred would you not have been likely to heal' of it 1 

A. I made an honest effort while I was there to arrive at all evils connected 
with the prison hospital, and indirectly with the prison itself, and I should have 
thought the officers I conferred with very derelict in their duty if they had not 
reported anything of the kind that they knew; I made an honest effort to get 
at the facts' 

THE RATJONS. 

I called Dr. White's attention to the fact that the corn-meal out of which I 
saw bread baked was not sifted; his reply was that he had made req llisition 
but the sifters could not be had. When the army was at Tullahoma diarrhcea 
prevailed there to a very large extent; I reported the fact to General Bragg, 
and I attributed it very largely tq the fact of the meal being used unsifted; I 
arrived at that concluiJion fi'om the evidences I saw of the matter passing through 
without digestion; I know there was great complaint about the difficulty of 
getting sifters in hospitals and in the army too. , 

THE HOSPITAL FUND. 

According to the records of the hospital there was a considerable amount of 
hospital fund due for hospital commutation of rations; a large amount was due, 
approximating to $100,000; perhaps it was $100,000, but I cannot give the 
exact amount; it was a good large amount; Dr. Stevenson's books showed that 
he had received a large amount, approximating to $100,000, but on investiga
tion it appeared that he really had not received the money, uotwithstanding it 
stood charged on his book against him. To the judge advocate: It appeared 
froin the books that he had received it, but he stated that he really had not 
received it. 

(The judge advocate objected to evidence' as to what Dr. Stevenson stated, and 
the objection was sustained.) , 

I addressed a communicatiou to the commissary who approved the requisitions 
for this large amount of money to know whether the money had been furnished 
to Dr. Stevenson as appeared on Dr. Stevenson's book, and the commissary 
wrote to me that it had not been furnished; .there was an appearance that a 
large sum of money had been received by bim, when in fact it. had not been 
received; the only investigation I made of Commissary Armstrong's books 
was when I was making .an effort to see whether Dr. Stevenson had been con
ducting his affairs pl'o.perIy; I attempted a comparison of his ration accounts 
with the commissary's ration accounts, and I found that Armstrong's books 
wel>e very correct, as I thought; I thought they were perfectly correct; his 
accounts seemed to be very neatly and correctly kept. 
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CONDITION OF THE HOSPITAL. 

Cross-examined by the JUDGE A,?VOCATE: 
Q. You commenced a comparison betWlilen the confederate hospital and the 

federal prison hospital, leaving an impression on my mind that if there was 
any difference it was in favor of the federal prisoners. 

WITNBSS. I was not allowed, you may recollect, to complete that comparison. 
Q. Go on and explain to the court wherein the comparison was not complete. 
A. I think I neglected to state anything about there being bunks with bedding 

in the confederate hospital, while there were none in the federal hospital; those 
in the federal hospitals were improvised in the manner I have described; they 
had better bunks for the confederate hospital, which I neglected to mention for 
the reason that I was interrupted; I believe that I mentioned that the federal 
hospital was composed of a heterogeneous collection of tents, and that the con
federate was a two-story house; the .truth of it is that the whole concern was 
so incomplete that it is hard to say which was the best; they were both incom
plete and in an unsatisfactory condition, and I so reported; I am speaking of 
the federal hospital at Andersonville, and of a little hospital fixed up for the 
accommodation of the garrison. On my first visit to Andersonville I found,a 
number of tents of all varieties, quite a variety of tents, and in all kinds of 
conditions, from pretty good .to very bad; these were not furnished with good 
articles.of hospital furniture; there were bunks improvised by puttingfGrks in 
the ground and laying boards upon them; there was no bedding but such as soldiers 
have in the field, blankets, coverings, &c., except a few bed sacks; in fact all 
that I saw in the hospital there was very c;lirty; the cooking establishment I do 
not think that anybody supposed was equal to the necessities of the case; there 
were large caldrons for boiling meat. 'L'he main points of difference between 
the federal and confp,derate hospitals were these: One was a house, and the 
other consisted of tents; the number of sick men in the federal hospital was 
so much larger than the number in the confederate hospital that it made it, of 
course, very much more objectionable to be sick there than in the other; as a 
general rule we all prefer a house to tents; the remark I made in reference to 
the lower floor of the confederate hospital I have nothing to say in abatement 
of; the confederate hospital had bunks, and there was better hospital clothing 
there than in the other-I mean hospital bedding, furniture and the like; I did 
not see anything fair down there in the shape of a hospital; I think there was 
bad management all round; I think a man with more energy than Dr. White 
could have remedied it-could have improved things; I do not recollect the 
number of points of improvement I suggested; I know what my object was 
there, and that I labored faithfully to carry it out; 1 am quite sure I made sug
gestions; I did not suggest impo,ssibilities; I now adhere to the report I made 
then; I do not say that the suggestions I made I believed it was in the power 
of Dr. White to carry out, for Dr. White said it was not in his power; I sug
gested wha,t ought to have been done; I could 'not answer as to whether I sug
gested what could not be done, for I did not know the capacity of transporta
tion there, or any of the difficulties in the way; I suggested nothing that was 
an, impol;lsibility, provided the means were at hand; 1 suggested nothing but 
what should have been done; I suggested nothing but what could have been 
done if they had the means, and I did not know what their means were; I 
suggested what one would have supposed to be in the power of any government, 
not excepting a rebel government; I suppose it should have been within its power. 
. Q. Did you notice in the confederate hos,pital 'any of the peculiar sufferings 

that distinguished the federal hospital, such as scurvy, grangrene, patients 
suffering from vermin, and matters of that kind 1 

A. Yes; I no~iceda difference in that particular. So far as I recollect I saw 
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no scurvy in the confederate hospital; I do not think there were any wounded 
men in the confederate hospital, and gangrene attaches itself to wounded m&n ; 
if I had been a patient at Andersonville I would have preferred the confederate 
hospital to the federal hospital; I thought I could have remedied the condition 
in which I found the first floor of the confederate hospital if I had charge of it ; 
I should have taken the whole concern up and put'it down again closer. 

By the OOURT : 

I have lived in a pine country; 1. have no knowledge as to whether people 
use pine straw in their bed-sacks, I am sure; I have no doubt that it can be 
used; I think every time I was at Andersonville when the garrison was any
thing like full the confederate hospital was very crowded; that it did not have 
capacity for the confederate garrison; some of the patients were left sick with 
their regiments, as they could not be accommodated in the hospital.· 

.vACCINATION. 

In the matter of vaccination the e:Xperience I spoke of in 1863, that was the 
first time I saw it; I Jeft the army after that; I am quite sure there was some 
of it in the army after 1863, but I do' not recollect the last I knew of it; 
all those surgeons who knew of the existence of spnrious matter never used it 
after the consultation about it; it was generally known in the army I was attached 
to, at Il'ullahoma, Tennessee; it was generaJly talked ahout in the army, and 
when surgeons ascertained its deleterious effects they ceased to use it; it pre
vailed some two or three months before the attention of medical officers was 
really called to its spurious character; it was a new thing; none of them knew 
it. and it prevailed some time before it became a serious matter; I know that con
siderableefforts were made to get a pure article. 

Q. Do you know whether any order or instructions were issued to use this 
impure matter? 

A. Never. 
Q. You never heard of anything of that kind 1 
A. No, sir; I remember that Dr. Stout, the medical director, made pi'etty 

extensive arrangements to secure pure vaccine matter, but whether he ordered 
this vaccination to be suspended or not I cannot say; if impure matter was 
used knowingly by surgeons it was on their own responsibility; they had no 
orders to use impure matter, I am SUl'e of that. 

Q. What would you expect to be the result of vaccination on a soldier who 
was laboring under a scorbutic habit; I speak especially of such cases as those 
you met with at Andersonville 1 

A. I am not prepared to say; I never treated any of those scorbutic cases, 
and never saw the effects of vaccination upon them; I do not recollect ever 
seeing that point alluded to in my reading. 

Q. Do you not know that ,vaccine matter introduced in the arm of a person 
whose system was depleted, is liable to have a dangerous effect on him 1 

A. I know nothing of the kind, although I would think it would be reason
able to expect such a result. A man whose system is very much depraved, a 
scorbutic patient, I should never think of vaccinating, unless small-pox was 
ploevalent, and there was great danger of hiB catching it. If the iSBue lay be
tween BmaU-pox and vaccination, I should unhesitatingly give the preference to 
vaccination; but until such an extremity as that presented itself I would not 
do it. 

By the OOuRT : 

I made three inspections. The first one was either in July or August, 1864. 
It was a few days before the army of the Tennessee was tUTned' over to Gen
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eral Hood. The second was made some time in November. The third was 
either January or February this year. I went to the federal hospital on all 
occa~ions; 1 took a general view of the patients passing through; I talked 
with a number of them; my attention was not called to any of them affected 
with that vaccine matter; I saw nothing of it; my attention was not at any 
time called to the vaccine matter used at th3lt prison j I never heard at any 
time that federal prisoners were dying from the effects of that vaccine matter; 
in all cases that came to my knowledge of impure vaccine matter, in the rebel 
army and among private citizens, I do not know a single instance of a medical 
officer using it after it was known to be poisonous. If, knowing it to produce 
poisonous effects, the surgeons had continued its use, I should have said it was 
criminal, of course. It was during the latter part of the spring or early in the 
summer of 1863 at which vaccination was made at Tullahoma. 

Q. What was the effect upon the soldiers of this spurious vaccination; did it 
disable them 1 

A. Sometimes it disabled them. I nevel' knew of any amputation resulting 
from it; I have heard rumors of persons losing their arms, but nothing of the 

. kind came to my knowledge, either officially or through personal observation; it 
was used for some months before the surgeons understood it j there is nothing 
in the books that I ever saw on the subject, and it was some months before 
they came to a conclusion about it; I am very well satisfied that vaflcine matter 
of an impure chara~ter ceased to be used in the army afterwards; I do not 
recollect at what time it ceased to be used; I canuot say if it was before 1864; 
I know that there was an effort made, from the first time that impure vaccina
tion was suspected, to get rid of it j I do not think it was used in. the army 
during the early part of the summer of 1864 j it may have been used in other 
parts of the country; I cannot say if it wai;l being used at that time in the 
Andersonville prison; I never heard of vaccine matter of any kind being used 
at Andersonville prison. 

THE AUTHORITY OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TO PROVIDE EVERYTHING NECESSARY FOR 
THE COMFORT OF THE PUISONERS. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
The first time I went down there was under a special order of Dr. Stout; 

he told me to call, in the first place, on General Winder and state my business 
to him, and confer with him; I went there to look at the whole matter connected 
with the medical d",partment; that investigation did not lead me necessarily to 
inquire into the personal conduct of Captain Wirz ; I had a little conversation 
with Captain Wirz in regard to the size of the prison and the number of the 
prisoners; that is all j I remember one suggestion that I made in reference to 
inside of the stockade. 

Q. Did you make your suggestion on the same basis as those you made in 
reference to the hospital, that it was within the power of the commander to 
make the changes suggested 1 

A. I will state what my recommendatioI]. was; I thought it was in their 
power, but they stated it was not. (Interrupted by the judge advocate.) 

THE HOSPITAL FUND:' 

. I conferred with the commissary of the post in regard to Dr. Stevenson's 
alleged e~bezzlement; we got certificates from various medical officers that 
he did appropriate supplies properly belonging to the hospital, to his own use; 
we got testimony to that effect; I never made a report on that subject, but 
turne4 the papers over to Dr. Gilliard, who was to have made a report; we 
were oint inspectors. ' 
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Q. Have you any means or knowing that the commissary and Dr.Stevenson 
had not colluded, in some way, about that matter? 

A. The commissary on duty the last time I /went -down there, was not the 
commissary who was on duty at the time Dr. Stevenson charged himself -with 
that large amount of money; when I was examining Stevenson's books I found 
that he was indebted to the gov.ernment, as it appeared, in this amount; I 
wrote to Major Proctor, the commissary at that time, who was at Atlanta, on 
the subject, and he replied that the money, as charged on the books, was not 
received by Dr. Stevenson. 

The o'nly evidence had that the money was not received by Dr. Stevenson 
was the letter from Major Proctor, and Dr. Stevenson's assurance, and.the bal
ance on the book itself which showed that the amount had not been received. 

Q. Would you not have suspicion of a man who had been found with 
embezzling provisions that were intended for the hospital? 

A. Yes; I should be a little suspicious of him. I do uot know that Dr. 
Stevenson did not actually receive this money; I made my investigations 
thoroughly as I could make it; he charged against himself an amount approx
imating $100,000, but at the same time he made an entry explain. 
ing why that entry had been made; I - mean he made it at the same 
place; I mean tosay that I found where he had charged himself with that 
amount, an entry on the book saying how it happened; I presume that· entry 
was made subsequently; he addressed the Surgeon General on the subject; I 
saw some evidence of that also, and he explained it away to the Surgeon General. 

ADJOUR:"MENT OF THE COURT IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE ILLNESS OF GEN. BRAGG. 

- Upon the meeting of the court on the 29th of September, the President laid 
before the commission the following letter: 

WASHINGTON, D. C., September 29, 1865. 
Mr. PRESIDENT: I am too unwell to attend court to-day, and regret that I have been 

the source of so much inconvenience to yon. I hope to be able to attend to-morrow. 
Very respectJnlly, 

EDWARD S. BRAGG, 
Brigadier General Volunteers. 

Major General L. '\VALLACE, President Commission. 

'The court was cleared for deliberation, and when the doors were'reopened, it
 
was announced that the court had decided to adjourn, in consequence of the
 
sickness of General Bragg, until to-morrow, September 30th.
 

SEPTEMBER 30, 1865. 
Captain J. H. WRIGHT, recalled for the defence: 
I belonged to the military service of the Confederate States; to the 55th 

Georgia regiment. In 1864 I was quartermaster of the 55th Georgia. A remT 
nant of my regiment was at" Andersonville-that portion which was not cap
tured at Cumberland Gap. I arrived at Andersonvilleill February, 1864, and 
remained until February, 1865. Some few over two hundred of my regiment 
were the most that were ever there. I succeeded R. B. Winder as quartermaster 
of the post at Andersonville. 

CONDITION OJ<' THE HOSPITAL. 

I got some old refuse tents for my regiment when we first got to Anderson
ville..in the spring of 1864; I made efforts to get tents for my own men, and 
succeeded in getting these old tents; They were afterwards taken from the 
men for hospital tents for the prison; for the federal prisoners. 'l'hen I was 
sent by Oolonel Persons to try and procure some tents, and I travelled nearly 
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all ov:er Georgia to draw tents, and failed to get any at all. They were intended 
principally for the prison hospital, and for my own regiment, if I could have 
got enough. I was required to payoff my regiment, and I made an estimate 
of the funds. I made my estimates regularly every month, and sent them through 
Oaptain Wirz to the post quartermaster. He approved of them and forwarded 
them to Richmond. I did not r~ceive any funds until the last of September or 
the :first of October. I never paid off my"regiment ; I turned this money over, 
when I did receive it, to Oaptain Johnson, who was there about that time and 
paid off the reserves. If my recollection serves me right, I got about $50,000. 
Oaptain R. B. Winder owed me $75,000, that he 'used, and I think hil let me 
have $50,000 of it in September. I made my requisition in April or May, 
and a short time afterwards Oaptain Winder told me that he had received 
$75,000 for the payment of troops; thathe had used it, and would replace it as 
soon as he got his money. I know that the hospital was removed out of the 
stockade, and the orders came afterwards. 

THE RATIONS: 

My regiment received the same rations as other troops· there; the rations were 
inferior. We had nothing but coarse corn-meal, which wa"s frequently musty. 
We got one-third of a pound of bacon, and sometimes this poor Florida beef, 
which was always inferior or mostly so. I suppose it was the same as the fed
eral prisoners received. It came from the commissary, and they all drew from 
the same :place. I never saw any difference made. It would be impossible for 
me to tell about the number of prisoners before the quartermaster succeeded in 
getting lumber or bricks for ovens, or anything for the accommodation of the 
prisoners. I know that prisoners were coming in constantly, and it was some 
time in April or May I think before arrangements were completed. There were 
not so many as 20,000 or 30,000. There might have been some ten or twelve 
thousand or perhaps fifteen thousand. I cannot give anything like a correct 
idea about that. They uever did have a. sufficient quantity of these conve
niences. '1'he ovens never were capacitated for cooking enough for the prisoners. 
I have been in the stockade frequently, and the prisoners never did have their 
rations all cooked. I do not know if it was because bricks could not be sup
plied. I know they did not have it. I do not know whether they could get it 
or ·not. 

Q. Do you know of efforts being made. towards that end 1 
A. I know what Winder told me; that is all I know about it. 
Q. Do you know anything about provisions being condemned by boards of 

survey at Captain Wirz's instigation; were there boards of survey there, and 
were provisions condemned 1 

A. Yes, sir. There were boards of survey and provisions were condemned. 
Q, Did you not frequently hear Captain Wirz complain about the bad qual

ity of the rations 1 
A member of the court, in reply to an inquiry from Mr. Baker. said that the 

question just propounded was in contravention of the previous ruling of the 
court. 

'l'he question was withdrawn. 

THE SUPPLY OF LUMBER. 

Q. What were your. efforts to get supplies for that post-lumber, nails, and 
other supplies 1 

A. I could not get any lumber at all. I do not think I ever succeeded in 
getting but about two thousand feet ·of lumber. I made every effort pos
sible. I tried every man that had a mill near there. I went to Cap
tain R. B. Winder every week, and made efforts to get lumber from 

o 
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him and General Winder. The millers would not let him have auy lumber, because 
they said they had furnished the post with a great deal of lumber that had 
never been paid for, and they could not carryon their mills unless they got pay 
for their lumber. They would not let him have it. I had a quantity of nails on 
hand, but they were tens rand twelves; they were all too large for nailing boards. 
I made efforts to get some of smaller size, and I tried to swap these large-sized 
nails for smaller ones, but I could not find smaller nails anywhere. I used the 
tens for building the hospital. I never tried to obtain any other kind. I had 
plenty on hand of these sizes, tens and twelves. There was an injunction 
serVf~d on me and Colonel Gibbs in December, 1864, or January, 1865, by Mr. 
Dykes, to stop our getting wood or timber off his land for the use of the prison, 
and to stop burying the dead on his land. 

Q. Was there, or was there not, a good deal oftrouble and hard feeling going 
on previously, and a great deal of hindrance on that account 1 .. 

A. The people in the neighborhood were very much dissatisfied at having 
this lumber used and not being paid for it, and they grumbled a great .deal about 
it, and were constantly threatenirig the men who were at work getting wood. 

- It finally resulted in this injunction. 

PRIV ATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PRISONERS. 

I once heard General Winder give an order to have Stoneman's men searched. 
I saw them when they arrived, one batch of them. I saw them search prisoners 
down there afterwards; I don't know whether they were all Stoneman's men 
or not. It was after the first time I alluded to. The things taken from the 
prisoners were carried to Captain R. B. Winder's office. I never knew or saw 
Captain Wirz search prisoners. I have seen him down at the place when they 
were searching, but I never saw. him ·searching anyone. 

Q. Did you ever see Captain Wirz take clothing, blankets, or anything of 
that kind from prisoners. 

A. I do not know as to what he did to those Stoneman's men. He was down 
there with them. I never knew him to have anything to do with taking 
clothing or anything of the kind from any others than Stoneman's men. 

Q. Do you know about any government orders to have Stoneman's men 
searched, especially, in preference to others 1 

A. I know of no orders except Gen. Winder's. He ordered them searched, 
and what they had taken away from them. 'l'hese Stoneman men were searched 
near Castle Reed, as we called it at the confederate guard·honee, some distance 
from Captain Wirz's headqilarters. I could see his headquarters from there. 
His headquarters were on a hill, two or three hundred yards distant. 

THE REBEL AUTHORITIES ADVISED OF 'rHE CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS. 

I know that there were several inspectors sent to Andersonville. General 
Cobb, General Wright, and one or two others, whose names I do not remember, 
and Colonel Chanler came there. I never saw any improvement after their 
inspections. I do not know what they did. I do not remember in what 
months General Cobb was there. I was not there in March, 1865. 

THE DOGS. 

I have seen the dogs there. I never saw Captain Wirz go with them. I 
do not know whether dogs were used there before Captain Wirz came; I 
remember of their bringing prisoners in who had been captured with dogs; 
I don't know whether it was before Captain Wirz came there. It was before 
Turner's dogs were employed. I think it was before any dogs at all were' 
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employed at the post. This man Harri~ brought them in-no one connected 
with the post. I knew two planters aronnd Andersonville that had hounds. 
I know that this man Harris brought in prisoners. He is the only farmer that 
had hounds, that I know of, that did so. Confederate soldiers were hunted by 
Turner's hounds. I do not know whether he ever captured them or not. I 
know that he started after them. Turner applied to me to be uaid for his 
hound running. I refused to pay him. He then went to the co~mander of ' 
the post-Colonel Forno, I think, was in command then. He decided that 
Turner was not entitled to it, being a detailed man; that he was only entitled 
to his detailed pay of twenty-five cents per day extra. 

THF: lHSPOSITION AND CONDUCT OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TOWARDS THE PRISONERS. 

Q. What do you know about complaints being made on the part of Captain 
Wirz on account of the bad condition of affairs there 1 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to the question. 
The PRESIDENT stated that the question was contrary to the previous decision 

of the Court. 
The question was withdrawn. 
I cannot now think of any specific act on the part of Captain Wirz to 

ameliorate the condition of the prison. I know that I carried different things 
into the stockade to the prisoners-vegetables and other things. Captain 
Wirz never prevented or tried to prevent me from doiug so. I al ways showed 
him what I had to earry in, and he would give me a pass to take it in. 

Q. Do you know of any_ charges or aecusations made by Captain Wirz 
against officers there for not doing their dnty 1
 

WITNESS. What officers?
 
Mr. BAKER. Any officers-anybody who abused the prisoners.
 
A. I do not remember anything about that. 

THE SUPPLIES FRO.'I THE :>JORTH. 

Q. What do you know ~bout boxes coming for the prisoners 1 
A .. I know there were boxes shipped there for the prisoners. '1'he contents of
 

a great many of them 'were spoiled, and some of the boxes were empty, when
 
they arrived there-they haa. beCIl robbed before they came there. I saw
 
them in the cars. A great deal of the contents were spoiled: from being
 
delayed on the road, I snppose. r.rhe boxes were opened and examined by the
 
men who were at the cook-house, uuder the quartermaster, I believe.
 

THE SUPPLY OF \XOOD. 

Q. What is your recollection about the extent of the guard forces while you
 
were at Andersonville 1
 

A. The guard force, at first, was only my regiment; then it went up, I 
think, to about l,nOO. The lowest number was my detachment-the 55th 
Georgia. I don't think it numbered over 120 or 130 at first; but we had 
hardly any prisoners there then; that was the first year. My regiment 
increased all along till summer; men were coming in. Officers and men com
plained that their duties were very heavy. I have heal:d officers complain that 
when men came off in the morning they would have to go on again before night. 
The complaint was general among the guard forces. 

CONOITWN OF THE WATER. 

There was an order forbidding soldiers from washing in the brook above the 
stockade. The order came from the commander of the post. Colouel Persons, 
I think, wa$ the commander at that time. 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--31 
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THE DIFFICULTY OF PROCUIlI~G TOOLS, AXES, ETC. 

. The colqrec1 mEm employed on the fortifications there belonged to planters in 
the vicinity of Anc1ersonville~ and their tools they br.ought with them. I think; 
and what they did not bring belonged to the engineer department; 'rhe engin
eer's department had charge of tl1em. The engineers, when they left, carded 
with them what tools they had belonging to that department, and sent those 
belonging to the planters back by their servants. I do not know whether 
Captain Wirz could in allY way have taken those negroes or their tools for the 
purposes of the prison. 1 would not suppose that, accol:ding to military law, 
he could. IlIad nothing at all to do with the engineers or their department. 
I was quartermaster for the troops. 

Q. Did Captain Wirz llave allY control over them 'I 
A. I don't know anything about that. I never saw or knew him to have 

any control of them in any way; I do not remember ever being over there 
while the work was going on. 

THE DEFICIENCY OF THANSPORTATION. 

The reserves had foul' teams which belonged to the quartermaster of the 
reserve corps. 'rhe commnnder of the post ordered the post quartermaster to 
take charge of them. 

THE STOCKS. 

I heard of tbe stocks at the confederate guar~-house as well as at other 
places. I never saw them. 

THE POWER OF CAPTAI:'I 'lNIRZ TO GlIANT FURLOUGHS. 

I never knew or heard of. Captain vVirz .promising a gnard II furlough for 
shooting U Ilion soldiers. I never knew of anyone getting a fnrlou~h for that 
came. Captflin Wirz gave transportation in the name of General "Vinder_; he 
used to sign the orders for transportation there. 

Q. Gan you explain that? 
A. We had an order from Richmond forbid:ling anyone to issue transporta

-tion except on the orders of chiefs of bureaus and commanders of armies and 
del)artmellts. That locked up our post so tl1at we could not issue any trans
portation at all until General Winder got an order allowing him to issue trans. 
portation. After he left there Captain Wirz signed orders for transportation, as 
assistant adjutant general. 

AUTHORITY OF CAPTAIN WIRZ OVER THE HOSPITALS. 

After 1100k charge, the surgeon made requis:tions on me for teams-for 
wllatever he wanted that was in thequartermastrrs' department. 1 was in 
c1lal'ge of the quartermasters' department from October till the 1st of February,. 
Captain Wirz did not have anything to, do with the approval or sanctilJn of 
those requisitions. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

I know there was one prisoner buried there with masonic bonors-Nom the 
.stockade. I saw the procession coming from tbe ·stockade. 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAiN \nnz FROM Ai\DERSO;l;VILLB IN THE SVMMER 01' 
. 1864. 

Q. What do you know about Captain Wirz's sickness in the montb of July 
01' August. or about that time? 

A. I know tbat he was sick, but could not say what time he was confined. 
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He was sick in the sum.mer ; I do not know wh::tt month; he was confined to 
his house. I know that in Septrmber he was feeble, and I had to senrl him 
backwards and forwards in an ambnlance; the first part of September I think it 
was. I think he used the ambulance two or three weeks. 'fhat was after he 
was sick. 

Q. When he was brought in, how did he look and how did he conduct him

;self-like a well man or like a sick man 1· .
 

A. He looked very feeble. I have seen him lie down in the day; in passing 
I have frequently seen him lying down. Lieutenant Davis was in command, 
or in charge when Captain Wirz was sick. Lieutenant David was there most of 
the time General Willd,)r was there; he wa'l on General \Vindcr's staff. In 
September, when Captain Wirz was so feeble, he would generally go horne to1
emb)y early in the afternoon; about 3 or 4 o'clock. I suppose. . . 

Q. Do you lmow of the prisoners being carried away or removed after hp,
 
,had left 1 .
 

A. Yes, sir, I have known prisoners to be sent off when he was not there, 

WIRZ'S ABILITY TO usn !:lOTH HIS AUMS. 

I k~ow that Captain Wirz was crippled in hi~ right arm. I do not think he
 
-could use it. It was injured in some way. I do not know whether it was
 
broken 01' not. I know that his right arm was injured. I have never seen
 
him dressing it.
 

'THE INEFFICIE~CY OF :THE QUARTERMASTERS' OEPA RTME:\''I' AT ANDERSO~


VILLE.
 

The condition of the quartermasters' department when I left was a little
 
improved-very little, compal'ed with when I took charge of it. I wa~ not able
 
to make much improvement in it. I made exertions to improve it. I did. the
 
best I could.
 

Q. From your knowledge of the l.!'lfIrt,ermaster and commissary departments, 
.anq of Captain Wirz, was Captain Wirz in any way Lo blame for the short
eomings 01' deficiencies of those departments 1 

The JunG~: ADVDCATE objected to the question, on the ground that the court 
had not yet been informed as to·the extent of the witness's knowledi;'e, so as· to 
.aetermin~ whether an opinion from him on thatsuhject would be of any value. 

l\tIr. BAKER contended that, as the testimony of the witness showed tha.t he 
,had charge of the quartermasters' departmpnt, he must necessarily have acquired 
sufficient knowledge on the subject to be able to give an intelligent and reliable 
<>pinion in answer to the question. , 

The CouR'r, after deliberation, sustained the objection. 
I think It. B. ·Winder and Heed left Andersonville in September 01' the 1st 

<>f. October. I never saw them there after that., that I remember. If they' had 
beell there! think I should have seentbem, of course. 

THE CHAIN-GANG'. 

r do not remember ever seeing anyone in the chain-gang. 

SHOOTI;\/G OF PRISON Ens BY THE GUARDS .. 

The weakest part of the stockade was where the brook passed throug-hit. 
I have. known it to be wasbed down. there. I suppose that, if the prisoners 
.attempted to goet out, tbey could push iL down, if they had had anJlbing to 
operate with. I do not know bow they could push it down with their hando. 

'tHE CHAnGES OF MURDER AO'AINST WIRZ. 

OaptainWirz wore white pants and was in his shirt sleeves almost' all the 
[ummer. 
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CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS I:\' 'l'HE STOCKADE. 

I have seen prisoners arrive from· Richmond, Belle island, and other places.. 
They were in a very emaciated condition and very destitnte of clothing. They 
were poor and weak and appeared to be sickly. A great many could not walk 
to the stockade from the depot. They were very poorly clad; I mean that 
they were not naked, bntt.hey did not have good clothes. Their clothes were
ragged. Qnite a nnmber of them were withont coats. I cannot be positive as 
to whether I ever saw any prisoner arrive there dead or die very soon after 
arriving there. It seems to me that some died very soon after they got there. 
I do not remember about any being dead when they were bronght there. .I 
cannot say positively if they died before being pnt into the stockade. r do not 
remember. I remember that some were sick, but I do not remember whether 
th~y died before being put into the stockade. The condition of the prisoners 
as to health and appearance was very bad. 

Q. Did they have anything b,ut what they had on their backs? 
A. Some had; a great many of them had blankets, and some had overcoats, 

and some little cooking implements. I have seen men who han nothing but. 
what was on their backs. 

TRADING BETWEEN THE CONFEDERATE TROOPS AND THE PRISONER:;. 

I know that the prisoners used to trade with my regiment, the fift.y-fifth 
Georgia, while they were on duty. The men of the fifty-fifth Georgia would 
try to get on the same post near each other in order to trade. They would get 
together in guard-mounting (I have seen them do it and heard them talk about 
it) in order to get on the same post to t,rade, and to prevent the reserves from 
interfering with them in trading with the prisoners. '.rhe fifty-fifth Georgia 
always had plenty in the way of clothing, boots and shoes. 'I'hey made money 
out of the. prisoners by trading in that way. '.rhey would get on the posts 
near to each other in order to prevent the ·reserves from interfering with them. 
The men of the fifty-fifth Georgia regiment wonld try to get on posts near to 
each other, lying together, and then they wonld trade with the prisoners. The 
l'eserves would not be on the post near to them to interfere with them. They 
could trade without any interference from the reserves. They were pretty well 
supplied in that way. In December or January I received a supply of cloth
ing .and shoes for the reserves therp-. My regiment had left before.. I issued 
that supply to them. 

THE DlSPOSITIO:'IJ AND CONDUCT OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TOWARDS THE PRISONERS. 

Cross-examined by the JUDGE ADVOf:ATE: 
I said I went to Andersonville in l<'ebruary. I left there the next February. 

I succeeded Captain R. B. Winder the 1st of October. 1 was quarteJ:master 
to my regiment part of the time, and then quartermaster for all the troops there. 
I had nothing at all to do with the stockade or with Captain Wirz. I have 
seen l;1im passing every day is the reason I know so much about it. I was not 
a familiar associate with Captain Wirz. I used to see a good deal of him after 
I wa::l .made quartermaster of the post. He would come around to the quar
termaste):'soffice; his office was not more thau thirty gteps from mine. He 
went there for anything he wanted. 

Q. What right had he to go thei'e?
 
OOUNSEL for accused objected to witness answering the question, Oil the
 

ground that it would be merely his opinion, and 
Question modified. Did h~ come there on official business? 
A. Yes, sir. I suppose he would come there two or three times evetoy week

maybe oftener. I would go to his headquarters frequently to see about transporta
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rtion, &c.; sometimes two or three times a day; some pays ,I would not go the;:e at 
all. I did not know anything about his business. I know nothing more than what 
I heard about the rigors he imposed on the prisoners in the stockade. When
ever I would go to the BtockadeI would most commonly see him. I have seen 
him go into the stockade a good many times; I used to go into the stockade 
frequently myself. I had friends there to whom I carried vegetables. I do not 
pretend to know what Oaptain Wirz did while he was there. I know nothing 
()f my personal knowledge as to what he did to the prisoners inside the 
stockade. 

Q. Do you know of your personal kuowledge w11 at he .did to prisoners out
'side the stockade ~ 

A. Well, I know that he has had them put in the stocks, and in the chain
gang and "Such things as that; that is about all I know. No one was per
mitted to trade with prisoners inside the stockade but the sutler. I never 
knew of anyone ever taking any vegetables and such things in there, unless 
it was some man who had come down there specially to see a friend; I have 
known one or two instances of that kind. Oaptain Wirz let me go in when
ever I pleased. Frequently I had some friends in there myself, and then one 
of the pri~oners had an uncle who used to send provisions to me for him, and 
I would carry them in. In all those cases it was by special permit, and 
they were special cases, and they were friends of mine. I made that rep
resentation to Oaptain Wirz when I got the permits. Sometimes I would tell 
him that I had some provisions from a man who had a friend inside the stock
ade; he had sufficient confidence in me to believe that I would not abuse the 
privilege, and he n,ever refused me the privilege of going in there. It was not 
generally allowed. I do not think it was. I do not think any man was allowed 
to go in there unless Oaptain Wirz knew who he was, and that he wonldnot 
abuse the privilege. 

THB DOGS. 

I know that Oaptain Wirz had prisoners chased by dogs. I didn't say that 
no dogs were used there until Turner's were brought there. I say that dogs 
were used there without being hired; that there were prisoners brought in that 
had been captured by dogs. 

Q. Do you not know that no dogs were used there till Oaptain Wirz came 
from Richm"ond 1 

A. I do not know about that, whether it was before 01' after. I could not 
say positively, because I do not remember, but I remember the first pris
<)ller~ that were caught by dogs. .I do not remember the date; I do not 
know whether Oaptain Wirz was there or not. I went there in February; 
I cannot say how long it was after I went there; it appears to me Oaptain Wirz 
was there. I know that. Harris was employed there for that purpose; I will 

. not say positively, but I think it was after he brought prisoners in. He brought 
the first. I do not know that he was employed by Oaptain Wirz. I saw him 
..about Oaptain \Virz's headquarters every time he came with prisoners. It was 
generally known that he was in that business of chasing. prisoners with dogs. 
Turner, the hound runner, applied to me for pay. He told me Oaptain Wirz 
had promised him $30 apiece for the captured prisoners, and.that he was need
ing the money. I told hil)l I did not- believe he was entitled to it and wonld not 
pay him without a special order from the quartermaster general. It was a tech
nicalquestion raised by me, he being a detailed. soldier. I never paid him at 
all. .1 do not know whether he was paid or not. He afterwards llppea,led to 
the commandant; he applied. to Oolonel Forno, and he came and reported tome 
that he was entitled. to 25 cents a dllY. Oolonel }<~orno talked about it afterward. 
At the time Turner applied to me he said Oaptain Wirz had promised him $30 
a head. He did not tell me when Oaptain Wirz employed him. I do not 
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remember what time i~ wllstJe commenced his duties there when he w.!LS detailed. 
I could not state positively. 

CONDITION OF THE HOSPITAL. 

i procured a few tents for my regiment, and they were afterwards turned 
over to the prison hospital; they were turned over to Dr. White. 

THF. SUPPLY OF LUMBF.R. 

My regiment built barracks for themselves. They had no trouble in getting 
the wood or lumber they wanted for that purpo~e. The barracks did not have 

, floors-that is, they had dirt floors. They built the barracks of ~plit pine logs. 
I did not hear a great deal of complaint of the wan~ of facilities for building 
those barracks. 1 was not able. to get auy lumber, but Captain Winder, when he 
left, turned over to me about 125,000 feet of lumber. I built all the prison 
hospital that is there now with -it. I do not know how long it had been on 
hand. It came in pos~ibly in the summer months. It was piled up and no use 
\vas made of it; and at the same time the prisoners were suffering for want of 
shelter. When I say I was not able to get lumber, I mean that I was not able 
to get any but what was on hand. and that was not sufficient. I know tbat 
Colonel Persous while there got a great lot of lumber. He got lumber towards 
the latter part of his stay there. He staid there till some time in June. I know 
that that lumber' was not used for ~heltering the prisoners. Let me correct that 
a little. 'l'here were some barracks built inside the stockade, a few, half a 
dozen or so, and they might have been built of part of that lumber. I do not 
know whether they were or were not. That would not have taken all of it, nor 
a con~iderable part of it. I did not pay attention to that injunction I was served 
with, to cease taking lumber there. No attention was paid to it. I went right 
along taking what timber I wanted. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PRISONERS. 

I do not know of any men but Stoneman's being searched there. If any 
other men were ~earched I do not remember about it now. I saw <tll the pris": 
<mel'S who were searched brought in. I did 1I0t see all of them when they 
arrived, by a great many; I only saw the trains on which t.hey came.. I never 
saw them when they were taken off. I was not at Captain Wirz's headquarters
when they were taken there. I do not know what was done on those occasions. 
I speak of one lot of men that were said to be Stoneman's raiders, that I saw 
searched. It was the first lot of Stoneman's men that came in. I cannot say 
in what month it was, because I do not know when Stoneman was captured. It 
~as in the summer. I could not give you anything like the time; I could ascer
tain it. It was some time before I was aesigned to duty. I was assigned to duty 
in October. I would have to guess at aboilt how long it was before that time.. 
I would say about August. I think Stoneman's raiders were brought there in 
July or August, but it is only gue~s-work... I did not witness the entire pro
ceeding of the search and the taking away of things there. I, saw some of the 
articles that were taken away from them. I saw some blankets. I do not re
memher that I saw overcoats. I saw some blankets, shirts, and trousers. 'They 
had been taken away from those prisoners. I got some of them to give to Ii 
sick prisoner that I had under my charge there; I do not know what became of 
the other articles. I do not pretend to say that those were the only men that 
were ev~r searched or roblJed there;, I did not say so in iny direct examination. 
I 'cannot remember if I saw any men searched after that time; I might have 
seen it, but I do not remember now. I know there was more than one lot of 
Stoneman's men brought in there. I do not know how many times they were 



487 TRIAL OF llE.:"1RY WIRZ. 

brought there. I know that I saw articles coming up on other days, and they 
said they had been searching Stoneman's raiders again. I think 1 saw: the men 
the days when the search was made standing down there, but I was not near 
them. I was up at the post; could see them from the post down in the bottom. 
I do not know what was taken from them at that time. I do not know that 
they were Stoneman's men at all. It was after Stoneman himself was captured. 
He had been captured at the time the first search and robbery took place. He 
was not with the party. He was never brought to AncIm'sonville at all that I 
heard of. 

By the COURT: 
I saw that these men of S'toneman's, after they were searched. were marched 

off to the stockade; I JiJ not see them as they marched off;' I think not.; I 
remember seeing t!lem start off; I might have done it or not. I do not know 
how they were clad at the time they were turned into the stockade. 

THE RATIONS. 

I do not say positively that the confeilerate ration ,vas the same as that given 
to the priponers of war. I say that as far as I know it was; I know it came 
ont of the same commissary. I do not know in what condition it reached the 
prisoners. I dill not follow the rations to the prisoners. I knolV they did not 
receive the same inside the stockade. I know that Vi hen the ration was cooked 
and they received it insiile, it was not as good as the confederate soldiers, aud 
not near as much. I kilOW that the condition of the cook-house was such that 

'it rendered the rations almost unfit for use. I know the cook-house- was very 
filthy; they used to knearI up the dough in a trough, and it seemed to me as if 
it was shortened with flies; it was fnll of flies when they worked it up; they 
worked it up with a hoe, or something that looked like a hoe, and then afterwards 
it was baked in large loaves. You could break the loaf open and see flies in it. 
I never tasted it; I know the prisoners complained of it. It was not baked 
through amI through; it did not appear to be properly done. 'rhere were no 
boards of survey organized at Captain vVirz's instance. I do not l~now at whose 
instance they were organized. I know I have been on boards of survey there 
myaelf; I was on a board of survey on some rotten meat and bacon; I do not 
remember the date. It was in the summer, I think, perhaps in July. It was 
not a very frequent occurrence to organize boarda of survey there to condemn 
provisions; it might have been though, and I might not have known it; I 
know of two boards there. 

Q. Do you not know that a great many provisions were issued to the pri.,,
oners of IVaI' there that would have been properly condemned by a board of 
survey? . . 

A. Well, I do not know what they would have done. I have seen provisions 
that I would have conilemned if I IB.d been on a board. [have "een a gooll 
deal of beef at different times; I do not know the quanity, but I did not think 
i~ fit to eat. I do not remember being on but one board that condemned anything 
from the commi:lsary, and that was a lot of baeon and meat.. We condemned it; 
it wQ.s not fit for anything; it was perfectly rotten. I do not think it was 
,Issued again	 to' tIlC priooners, because it was perfectly rotten and could not 
be used. 

. By the GOURT : 

I don't know of any brick-yards there; they got all their bricks from lIiacon 
'.rh,e Cal-king and baking was aU done under the ::<ame roof until they built 
another cook-house off at some distance. 
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CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

'1'he order forbidding bathing above the stockade was not obeyed. The stream 
in which the men bathed flowed through the stockade. 

THE DIFFICULTY OF PROCURING TOOLS, AXES, ETC. 

Negro laborers were procured for the. purpose of building trenches and labor
ing in the stockade. I never had any difficulty in getting all the negro labor I 
wanted; I never had any use for negro laborers. When requisitions were made 
for them I suppose they were obtainable; I think the planters volunteered and 
sent in their negroes by request of General Winder; I do not think he impressed 
them. It did not become 'necessary; I know as a fact tbat there were plenty of 
negroes in that neighborhood. 

THE POWER OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TO GRANT FURLOUGHS. 

I do not pretend to know all that went on at headqua!·ters with regard to 
granting fnrloughs. I was not It staff officer at headquarters. I had notbing to 
do with furloughs-who received them, and what cause was assigned for them. 
I know nothing about it only from what I heard. I heard of a furlough being 
granted to a confe<1erate soldier fOl' shooting a Union prisoner; I never knew it. 
I heard snch rumors in camp among our own soldiers. 

By the COURT: 

I saw the transportation orders after they were signed by Captain Wirz. I. 
always had them signed by him before I issued transportation. They were 
signed" H. Wirz, Captain and A. A. G." I do not know whether" by order of 
General Winder" or only" Uaptain and A. A. G," He might have signed" by 
order of General 'Vinder." We understood him to be adjutant general to Gen
eral 'Vinder at that time. That waR during my stay there from October till 
February. 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAI[\" WIRZ FROM ANDERSO:-JVILLE IN THE SUMMER OF 
1864. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I could not pretend to fix with any certainty the time when CaptaIn Wirz 

was sick; I know that he and Lieutenant Davis were on duty together, but I 
do not know whether they were on the same duty or not. 'I'hey both visited 
the stockade together. I think they used both to be together there and about 
his headquartelOs. While Captain W'irz was sick I conveyed him from his head
quarters to his house in an ambulance. In September General Winder ordered 
me to succeed Captain Winder as quartermal:lter, and I had charge of the trans
portation; and when Captain Wirz was sick I was ordered to send an ambu
lance for him. I never carried him backwards and forwards. I only ordered 
the ambulanc.e to go after him. He had control of the ambulance while he was 
using it. He would tell the driver when to come after him and when to cany 
him backwards and forwards. It was not regularly turned over to him, only 
he had the use of· it. There were two ambulances there. Neither of them 
belonged to my regiment; they belonged to the post. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAI:'iST \vIRZ. 

I remember seeing Captain Wirz all summer nearly, having on white pants. 
and in his shirt sleeves; I do not know what he wore when I did not see him. 
I have seen him with a coufederate uniform on. I do not remember seeing him 
during the summer months with a uniform on. He always had on white pants 
when I saw him and was in his shirt sleeves. 
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WIRZ'~ AB)LI'fV TO USE BOTH IllS ARMS. 

Q. You say he was crippled in his right arm. Do you not know that he uses 
his ridlt hand to write with, to nse the pen? 

A. "'Yes. I think he uses'the pen with his right hand. I do not think he could 
use his right arm well. I have heard him complain of it. I never noticed him 
riding with the reins in his right hand. I never noticed which hand he used. 
r have seen him riding when he carried a pistol and held the reins at the same 
time. I do not know which hand he usp-d to hold the reins or pistol with. I 
don't think he had the reins and pistol in the same hand; I never noticed his 
being incapacitated entirely to use his right hand. I do not know how much he 
used his right hund. I never noticed particularly about his using it. His being 
crippled in the right hand never struck me as being remarkable from his use of it. 
I never saw him have occasion to lise it except in writing, and it is my recol
lection that he then nsed his right hand. 

TH~ CHAIN-GANG. 

Q. You say you never saw but one chain-gang? 
A. "'VeIl, it might not have been the same chain-gang that I saw. 'I'he time 

. I	 saw the prisoners in the chain-gang might have been before General Winder 
came there. I did not say whether it was or was not; I cannot say positively 
when it was. , I do not remember the date, for I never changed my mind 
with it. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I never heard of prisoners of war escaping over or breaking through the stock
ade; all I know is that where the stockade crossed the branch the ground was 
boggy and marshy, and the stockade was not fixed tightly in the ground. I 
know it was washed down; ancI I thought that was a weak spot. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

Q. You spoke of seeing boxes arrive there for the prisoners, containing you 
did not know what. What knowledge have you from your own personal 
observation on that subject? 

A. Well, I saw the boxes anive. 
Q. When? 
A. I could not tell the month. 
Q. Was it after you were assigned? 
A. No, sir; it was before. 
Q. Was that the only time yOll ever noticed any boxes arrive? 
A. I saw sanitary boxes come there. 
Q. Were they empty? 
A. No; full. _ 
Q. Well, then, what boxes do you speak of? 

"A.	 I speak of boxes of provisions.
 
Q; Sent by citizens?
 
A. I suppose sent by citizens to their friends. 
Q. Then you do not refer to provisions sent by the sanitary commission 

at all? . 
A. I do not know whether the things were sent by the sanitary commission

they j~st came in boxes. I supposed they came from the friends of the prisoners
north. . 

Q. What marks had they on them? 
A. The names of the persons to whom they were addressed-Union soldiers. 
Q. Dielyou open them'? , 
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A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you see them opened 1 
A. I was passing by there and saw the men opening them; they had them 

in a little back ruom in the commissary building. - . 
Q. Do you know how long they had them there before they were opened? 
A. They staid there a week or two. 
Q. You do not know but that they were robbed of their contents while ill the 

store 1 
A. No, sir; I believe they were. 

THE CHARGES OF l\JURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

By OOUNSEI. : 
I never knew Oaptain Wirz to shoot or beat a prisoner so that he died while 

I was there.' Oaptain vVirz'il hrll'se was an oM gray mare. I never saw him 
ride all sorrel or roan horse at' kll~W of his having one there. 

THE DEFICIENCY OF TRANSPORTATION. 

By theOouRT: 
Q, You say that there was not enough of transportation there. Oould they 

not have built mere wagons? 
A. There was no reason why they should not. 

THE SUPPLY OF LUMBER-TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

SEPTEMBER 30, 1865. 
SAMUgL HALL, recalled for the defence: 
I live at l\iacon, Georgia. I had no official Rtanding in IbM. I was employed 

as an attorney by government officials to attend before the State authorities to 
matters of litigation. in which they were interested, as I would have been by 
any other client. I was not employed by Dykes. I was employed to represent 
the defendants in that bill. There was a bill filed by Dykes against Oolonel 
Gibbs and Oaptain Wright in which au injunction was sought to prevent the 
government or to prevent those parties from using the burial-ground and fi'om 
cutting wood and timber from of£' Dykes's laud. He alleged in that bill that 
they had appropriated his land without authority j that they had takeu a great 
deal of wood away from him; that they had made him no compensation for it; 
in fact, that he was robbed. He alleged that the graveyard, from the manner of 
the burial of the dead, was a nuisance. When the bill was presented to· the 
judgefor his sanction, he wrote an order on the back of it, requiring the defendants 
to show cause why an injunction should not issue. I answered the bill for them, 
procuring affidavits, appeared before him and showed such cause as I was able 
to show. 'I'he hearing of it was postponed to enable me to get the testimony of 
some other witnesses, the affi lavits of some other witnesses, and afcer it was 
postponed, Dykes dismissed his bill voluntarily. It was stated that there were 
other parties concerned in it with Dykes. I went to those parties and they 
denied it. I took proof to the effect that that field in which the prisoners were 
buried was a burying.grouudbefore the war, and that citizens had been buried 
there, and that the ground had been dedicated to the public use. I went out 
there to that ground and I saw signs of graves that mUflt have been there before 
tIle stockade was put up. 1 think the confederate dead were buried in the same 
field, at some distance apart, however; by themselves; it was pointed out to 
me. I know the circumstances with regard to the termination of that suit. 
The officers at the post,vVirz among the number, urged me to get the govern
ment to pay those claims, and le.t them go on getting wood. I weut to this man, 
Dykes, and promised---.:and not only promised him but promised men by the 
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Dame of Oolman and Hobart, who owned land around there-to use my endeavors 
to get their pay from the government. I wrote several letters on the subject, 
but got DO answer to them. 1 wrote to General 'Winder, and I wrote to the 
quartermas'ter general at mchmond. 

APPEAL OF GENERAL WINDgR FOR LABORERS, TEAMS, Inc., TO COMPLETI!: 
. THI!: FORTIFICATIOKS AT ANDERSONVILLE. 

I never knew any negroes to be impressed to go t.o An Jersonville. General 
Winder made an appeal which I saw published, sticking up, saying that he had 
authority to impress and he would use it, and making certain propositions to the 

.planters which they deemed advantageous to them, and they sent forward DPgroes 
andtools, and teams and wagons, without any impressment. I think it was in the 
month of July. It was before I ever visited the post at Andersonville, I know. 
Oaptain Wirz llad DO authority that I know· of to impress negroes, unless it had. 
been conferred on him by the authorities at Richmond. 

Q. What were the litigation and the decisions with regard to that impress. 
ment law in Georgia 1 

A. Well, the supreme court of that State decided twice that one portion of 
it, compelling a party to part with his property at the valuation set upon it by 
State commi,;sioners, 'was unconstitutioual, and that feature of the law fell before 
that decision. 

THE SUPPI.Y OF I'RonSI~NS IN GEORGIA IN 1864. 

'1'hecrops in 1864 were short. Nearly the entire wheat crop of that section· 
of the country was lost or damaged in cousequenceof the excessive rains in 
Juue. A drought succeeded to that and it cut the vegetables short. There was 
an appeal made to send vegetables to Johnston's army, and it was with great 
difficulty that they could be procured; in factllthe cabbages, collards, and ihings 
of that sort, befol'e the month of September, rotted in the gardens, and were 
offensive.. That was ill 1864. 

Q. Oould any considerable portion of the demands for Johnston's army be 
supplied or was it? ' 

A. Well, I do not know to what extent he was supplied. I know there were 
great efforts made to send vegetaules to !..Jis arrily. '1'1Ie soil about Anderson
ville is a poor pine barren. 

Q. How many acres of land would it take to raise a bale of cotton there?
 
WITNESS. What, right around there 1
 
OOUNSI:<;L. Yes.
 
A. I do Dot know. I would not like to undertake to say. No land in the 

country would yield ten bales to an acre. Well, I suppose it would take ten 
acres of that land ronnd there in the immediate vicinity of Andersonville to 
raise one bale of cotton. It is a mere matter of supposition though. I know 
about raising cotton. I have raised it. There is no cotton raised in the country 
around there. It is uot a wheat country. 'rhe chief value of that land im
mediately around Andersonville cunsists in its timber; they can cut it down and 
sell it to the railroad for fuel or cross-ties. I do not i:now anything about the 
mills in the immediate vicinity of Andersonville. I IiVtl about 10 miles from there. 
R.ight around me there are four mills, two of them pretty good mills and the 
others small. 

THE PRISONERS PREVENTED FROM BUYING VEGETABLES, 

Q.. What was the law iu relation to "gre\lnb'acks ? " , 
. ,A. There was ,a Oonfederate States statute, and there was a statute enacted 

by the State legislature, both very stringent ones, prohibiting the circulation of 
the currency of the United States, making it a fiue aud penitentiary offeilce for 
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anyone convicted of trading in them or circulating them, giving them currency 
in any way in the Oonfederate States. There was an exception allowing govern
ment agents to collE;ct this currency for the use of the government, and when it 
was obtained by a sutler he was required by an order to turn it over to the 
quartermaster. I got some greenbacks once, under General Winder's order, to 
be sent to a friend of mine, who was,in prison at Fort Delaware. 1 never saw 
them. They were sent through Oolonel Onld, commissioner of exchange. 

I never prosecuted but one officer for evading that law, and that was a sur: 
geon. I prosecuted a good many citizens, at the instance ofthe military author
ities, who were not amenable to the military law, and several soldiers. Oaptain 
Wirz never applied to me in reference to greenbacks. He applied to me to 
prosecute some men there who had been appropriating provisions and things of 
that sort belonging to prisoners, and I took out a search-warrant for him to find 

'the stolen property. I think none of it was found. I think the warrant was. 
unavailing. I saw orders stuck np there with General Winder's name signed to 
them embodying those statutes of the confederate congress and of the State, and 
Baying that they would be enforced against anyone who violated them. 

ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ FROM ANDERSONVILLE IN THE SUMMER OF 1864. 

Q. What do you knolV about Oaptain Wirz being sick in Augu'st; or at any 
time? 

A. Well, the first time I ever ~aw Captain Wirz in my life, I think, was in 
the month or Au·gust. He had the appearance then of having recovered from a 
spell of sickness. He was feeble and emaciated. When he was taken sick, or 
how long he was sick, I don't know. 

THE DOGS. 

Q. What is the law in relation to the employment of dogs to search for pris
(Jners and such like in the State of Georgia 1 

A. There is no law on the subject of hunting prisoners in Georgia. Dogs 
are used for tracking felons, violators of the law, and for tracking runaway 
slaves. By the laws of Georgia you cannot pursue anybody with ferocious, 
savage dogs. 

The.JuDGE ADVOCATE. We do not want a judicial opinion. 'l'ell us the 
authority. . 
. A. It is a statnte of the State and a decision of the supreme court on that 
statute to which I refer. It is the. 18th volume Georgia reports; the case of 
l\forgan versus Davis. I argued the cilse before the supreme for the counsel 
for the plaintiff in error, who was absent. . 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to the testimony as irrelevant and immate
rial, to say nothing of placing men who-fought for their country on the level of 
common felons. . 

Mr. BAKER contended that the evidence was proper. He wanted to show by 
this witness that dogs might be by the laws of Georgia used to track colored 
people and prisoners. 

The WITNESS. I stated distinctly that I knew of no law covering this case. 
Mr. BAKER said that he wi8hed' to get from thiswitness such fucts as he could 

get bearing on that point, and that he would finally show that by the laws of 
the United States, the use of dogs for such purpose was authorized; that the 
United Slates government was the first to authorize and command the use of 
hounds to track human beings in this country. 

General 'rHOMAS. 1 suppose you mean in Florida. 
Mr. BAKER. I shall trace it to several places, .and I shall follow that up by 

showing that these people were bound by law to do what they were commanded 
o d 0 by their superior officers. 
t 
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After deliberation, the decision of the COU1:t was announcea, sustaining the 
objection. 

Examination resumed: 
, I do nnt know an)' laws in reference to the recapture of pricloners,' There 

was a law forbiddihg the inhabitants to entertain 01' harbor our prisoners. 'l'here 
was a State law against it, making it a capital felony. I have never seen prisoners 
who. were brought back to Andersonville searched there. I never witncssed 
any searching there. The fact never came to me officially. I onlykuow of 
that from what others told me. I know nothing in the woi'ld about the effort 
of Captain Wirz to exchange the prisoners, or anything of that sort, except 
what Captain Wirz told me. 

CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINS'r WIRZ. 

I was not often at the prison; I was at the post frequently. . 
Q'. Did you at any time know 01' heal' of Oaptain 'Virz shooting or befltinga 

prisoner with a pistol, or killing him in any other way? , 
A. No, sir; I never heard about that.' It was not my business to search into 

it. Any testimony that I can give on that subject is merely negative. I saw 
Captain Wirz riding a white mare. 

Q. You know how to prove that a thing was not done; isit not'always proved 
by negative testimony? 
. The JUDGE ADVOCATE objected. It was for the court, not for the witness, to 
decide that. 

Objection sustained. 

Cross examined by the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I do not know how often I was at Andersonville. I may have becn there 

twenty times. I never went there unless I had business. All my observations 
there were based upon these twenty visits-I do not think they exceeded that 
number. I did not' always see Captain Wirz when I went there. I cannot 
say the number of times I saw him. I most generally saw him there. I know 
nothing in the world aboilt the management of that -interior prison. 

THE SUPPLY OF LUMBER. 

Q. You spoke of Captain Wirz having interfered to induce Mr. Dykes to 
withdraw his application for an injunction; was that on behalf of rebel soldiers 
who were getting wood there? . 
. A. No, sir. They all interfered, so that the prisoners and the troops, I suppose, 
might be furnished with wood. '1'here llever,was an injunction granted. There 
never was an impediment to their getting wood, so far as I know. '],'he appli
cation was made for an injunction,. but it was never granted. I know of no 
impediment against getting all the wood necessary for the use of that prison. 

APPEAL OF GENERAL WI:'JDER FOR LABORERS, TEAMS, ETC., TO COMPLETE THE 
FORTIFICATIONS AT A:'IDEllSONVILLE. 

I.did not .say there was no authority to make impressments there. I said 
-that General Winder had authority, as he .stated in his card, to impress those 
negrolls: . 'l'herew'ere pretty liberal laws enacted by the confederate con?;ress 
on that subject, giving officers large powers to make these impressments. 
suppose General Winder couIa have gotten' the authority from Richmond, if he 
desired to exercise it. I do not know the extent of the authority. I .do not 
pretend to know what authority Captain Wirz had by reason of his being a 
staff .offi.cer to Genel:al ·Winder.. In fact, I do not know, ofiny own personal 
knowledge, that he was a staff officer to General Winder. 

I 
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Q. You have said something about a Georgia decision on the subject of 
impressment? • 

A. -Yes. I said tllat one feature of the act of the confederate congress. requir
ing parties to accept the price placell on their property by State commissioners, 
was unconstitntional. Tue rebel government paid' attention to the Geor~ia 

.decisions, for it afterwards repealed that fealme of the law. I know that the 
,rebel officers impressed horses ani! provisions after that time up to the close of 
the rebellion.. 

THE Sl:PPLY OF PROVISIONS IN GEORGIA IN 1'864. 

1 IIleall to include, by the term" right around Andersonville," when speaking 
·of the fertility of the soil, within a mile or two around it. I did not make any 
('emark applicable to any furt.her extent of territory. 

Q. You said something about the failure of efforts to send vegetables to .John
.son's an:i:Jy on account of want of tr~nsportation1 

A. No, sir. I said that it was a very disastrous SAason on vegetables; that 
numbers of them, about the month of September, rotted in the gardens, and 
'became offensive. I mean that they rotted when they were maturing. I travelled 
pretty extensively through that country around, and I saw this thing in ·several 
-loealities. I do not. know whether suffident vegetables could not have belm 
taken to Andersouville priSOll to have prevented the great mortality there. I 
say this, that there migbt have been, with proper exertions, vegetables carried 
tllere iu sufficient quantities to have alleviated some of the sufftJrings among 
those prisoners. 

TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

I spoke of confederate and Union soldiers being bnried in the same field, but 
not in the same part of the fielil. 'l'he grave yards were distinct. I only 
'know the manner in which they were buried from out8ide appearances. I saw 
none buried. 

THE pillSONEHS PRBVENTEU FROM BUYIXG VEGETAIlLES. 

The circu13lion of Uniterl States currency was }lroiJibited it). my State. The 
·ConfedCl atc States made an exception in favor of the government. I do not 
know whether that exception was made in the case of prisoners at Andersonville. 
The exception in the statute did not point Ollt sources from which agents might 
furnish themselves. Government agent" might purchase fOI" government account. 
Military officers were not allowed to purclmse unh,ss they had "pedal authority. 

Q. If I should show you a letter from General Wiuder, giving Captain Wirz 
authorit.y on that su1dect, woultl you say that that was au aS8umption on the 
part of General Winder to attl'mpt to regulate the mat.ter? 

A. I do not know, because I do not know what General Winder's instruc
tions were. I cannot say whether it woufd bea violation of the law; it would 
be a violation of the State law. '1'hat had no exception in it. '1'he exception is 
in the act of the confederate congrefls. 

Q. Allowing go\'el'l1meut agents to purchase 1 
A. No, siI'~ j it does not say that; it says that the grlVernment may colleet 

supplies' of that currency sufficient for its own Plll·p.)~e. 1t does not say 
whether it is' to be done through civil or through military officers. I am 
-not certain abollt the language. I speak from my impre8sion.My impres
sion and my recollecti.lll is that it gave this authority lo·the gflVel'llment, with
-out prescribing the particulltr method. Captain WiJz applied to me to alTest 
certain men. h was in Docember, 1851, or JJ.lln:u·y, lS5 J. Olle of themw as 
.3. man named -Duncan-the same DllllMn that had bee I in court. '1'he charges 
made against him were appropriating supplies that were sellt there for the use 
-of the prisoners-molas8es, sacks, and grease. 
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Q. Was not that application on the part of Captain'Wirz m'1.de afrer adetec
tive by thenamo of Wetherford had corne there and investigated the circum
stances 1 

A. I think he spoke to me prior to Wetherford's arrival. Wetherford went 
there and made this discovery. My recollection is tha~ Ctptain Wirz spoke to 
me abont it before Wetherford went there; I know after he wont thero,· Ca.p
tain Witzspoke to me abont it. . ' . . 

Q. Bllt you are not certain about this fact-yon give merely yOUl' impression, 
A. It is an impression-a pretty strong one. A mln named Humes was also 

complained of. I do not know th'1the is a witness in this case. I have not 
seen him here. I do not recollect anyone else that was complained of in that 
transaction. There was a man of the name of Dykes complained of in' another 
transaction, and also a man by the name of Brig -is. It is not the same Dykes 
we ha\'e been hearing about to-day. It is not that Dykes that W,IS exa:"nined 
here a day or two ago. Those are the only persons that I remember noW that 
were complained of. 

THE CREDIBILITY OF THE WITNESS, SAMUEL HALL. 

I was a secessionist about the time this rebellion broke olll and remained so 
until the close of the rebellion. During the rebellion I did all that I could .to 
support the rebel government. Since I have been here I have not acted in the 
capacit.y of a quasi-counsel for the accused. 

Q. Have you ,ever given any opinion on the law, or on the facts of the case, 
'or suggested the proper defence to be made 1 

A. I have been asked questions about it and have answered I.hem. I have 
been asked questions about the Llw. I have been to Mr. Baker's office; not 
frequently-three 01' foul' tinres, Iwent with him to the .library ofthe Supreme 
Court. I went to point out the decbion of J uelge Lumpkins to which 1 referred, 
I am not retained in tbi8 case. 

Mr. BAKER to the jurlge advocate: Had you not better indict me 1 
The PRESIDENT. MI'. Baker, you must not get up a conversationof this kind. 

Do yon make an objection 1 
Mr. BAK ER. I do object to this kind of examination. I object for the pur

pose of calling attention to this point. 
The PUESIDENT. Are you sincere in yOUl' objection, or do you make it sim

ply that you may make some remarks 1 
Mr. BAKER. I make nothing bnt serious objections. In the first place, I ob

ject to this as improper, because r have said nothing on this point in my direct 
examinatiol~, and the judge advocate has no right to call ont anything in the 
cross.examinat.ion which has not been alIlIdecltoin the direct examination. In the 
next place, this ill the first witness put upon the stand on the part of thepr~se
cution whom there has been any efl"Jrt made to reflect upon, and though many 

. witnesses have been produced for the prosecution, who, the court knows, wer~ 

open to reflections of that kind, not one sentence came from me reflect.ing upon 
any of the witnl'sses in any way. 

The JUDGB ADVOCATE. '.rhe gentleman dol'S not seem to nnderstand the 
status of witnesses as they come here for the prosecution or for the defence. '1'h3 
gentleman says he did not attack the credibility of the rebel witnesses; and 
therefore the government must not do it; whereas thegen.tleman know,S very 
wen that the preBumption is that those WllO were in sym pathywith tbeSo\lth, 
were a,lsoin symp'lthy with this defelldant. That is the presumption; 'and on 
that.the prosecutor bas the right to attack, not the CI~edibility,-directly, but t4e 
probabilit.y of the witness coloring this testimony one way. or the other. So 
fi,trasdisrespectof this witness i8 concerned, Ithillk he may regard_my ques

. tions.l'ather as an honor than ot herwise; and if the counsel IJrOdllCes witnesses 
who ~ere high in authority in t1e rebel government, he may expect severer critic 
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cism than that to which this witness has been subjected. I have the right to 
ask this witness whether he has committed a crime. I have the right to test 
his credibility and his respectability; and I give the gentleman notice that, when 
I deem it proper, I flhall attack witnesses in that way. If the gentleman did 
not do his duty in that particular, I am not responsible for it. 

Mr. BAKER. '1'he judge advocate has the~right to do anything of that kind; 
but that inust go to the credibility of the witness. When he comes to investi
gate my character as counsel for this prisoner, I object to it, and say he has no 
right to touch it. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. My question did not tonch you. 
Mr. BAKER. You should not ask this witness if he has been with me and has 

been consulted upon law points in this defence. ' 
The Jupm: ADVOCATE. I do it to show his sympathy with this case~ 
Mr. BAKER. No matter what sympathJhe may have; so long as the question 

concerns his intercourse with me, that intercourse is sacred, and you have no 
right to touch it. 

'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. Your,office must not be con~idered a sanctum sanc
torum. 

Mr. BAKER. Everything connected with the counsel in the discharge of his 
duty towards his client is sacred, and I appeal to the court to stop that kind of 
examination. . 

The PRESIDEN.T. Every person knows that it is the custom among lawyers 
to examine witnesses privately in advance of the regnlar examination, and the 
,court does not see that the counsel should take offence at the inquiries of the 
judge advocate. -

Mr. BAKER. I object because there is so much lugged in there that has no 
relevancy whatever to the case, except as it goes out and appears in the news
papers, in some instances very unkindly put. 

After deliberation, the objection was overruled. 

By OOUNSEL: 
Q. Have you in any way acted as counsel for Oaptain Wirz or adviser in 

any way? . 
A. I have not acted as counsel. I have uot advised how his defence should 

be. shaped. J do not think I have intimated in any way anything about his 
defence more than in conversation as a witness. 

Q. In going to the library with me, was it anything more than to show me 
a volume in which that decision is reported? 

A. That was all. 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WHiZ FROM ANDERSONVILLE IN THB SUMMER OF 
1864. 

I cannot fix the time when OaptainWirz was sick. I do not know how long 
he was sick. I did not visit him. I saw him at the post; I think it was in the 
middle of August, between that and the latter part. He had not recovered; he 
was recovering from his illness. I do not know that he was on duty then. 
saw him at the provost marshal's office. He was on horseback. He wore white 
pantaloons; he was in his shirt-sleeves; he had a pistol belted around him. 

SHOOTIN" OF PRISO:'.lERS BY THE GUARDS. 

SEPTEMBER 30, 1865. 
",Y. D. HHIMACK, for the defence: 

I live in Randolph county, Georgia. i was in the confederate service in the 
summer of 1864. I was in a detachment of the fifty-fifth Georgia. '1'he regi
ment had been captured and there was then formed a sort of detachment of the 

I 
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men who were not captured. Those that were notcaptured at Cumberland Gap 
went to Andersonville;. about 75 men got there when we were first ordered to 
report, and we kept recruiting up until there were about ~oo men when we left. 
I was on guard around the stockade twice. I went to Andersonville on the 14th 
of February, 1864, and lAft on the 7th of April, 1865. I was over a year there. 
I was detailed on the 9th of July, 1864, anti. reported to Captain Wirz next day. 

Q. What were your duties before you were detailed and where were they 
performed 1 '. 

A. I had been sick a portion of the time with bilious fever, and I was a por
tion of the time on picket duty. 'I'hat was the big-gest portion of the time. I 
stood guard twice at the stockade before I was taken sick. I did not shoot 
prisoners at Andersonville. ,I saw a man who was shot, but I did not see him 
shot· I saw him directly afterwards. I have seen other men shot besides that 
one." I heard of it and I saw·the men. Captain Wirz never ordered me to 
shoot prisoners, nor did he ever promise me 91' give me a furlough for shooting 
a prisoner. When I first went there prisoners prerared to undermine the 
stockade one night before the dead-line was established. I did not go out. I 
was sick in my tent; but I know that my regiment went out (To the court.) 
I went there in February, when the stockade was about two-thirds completed. 
Some prisoners got there about the 20th of February. I do 1I0t know how long 
after I got there that this occurred; I suppose it was three or four weeks. That 
is the only instance I ever knew of. The establishment of the dead-line did not 
have anything to do with that breaking out, because it was not put up at that time. 
I do not know how long afterwards it was put up; it was probably three or four 
:weeks after that time that the dead-line was put up. When we had orders Cap
tain Wirz would orde!" us to IJead them to the nineties inside the stockade; 
sometimes we would give them to the sergeant of the ninety to read, and if we 
had enough, we would give each division a copy. All orders connected with 
the prison were .published in there. I did not know anything about any orders 
being given in relation to particular parts of the stockade. I never received any 
orders or directions in regard to the stockade-if it was broken down in certain 
places. No such orders were given to the sergeants generally that I know of. 
There was a general order there that prisoners should not cross the dead-line. 

Q. Were certain portions of the stockade supposed to be weak, and were there 
any orders in relation to them, that they should be guarded more particularly 
than other portions? 

A. No, sir. 'rhe weakest portion of the stockade was where the brook runs 
through it, I suppose. It did not wash clown where the bro()k runs through it. 
It washed down above where the brook rnns throu~h it between that and the 
north gate. ~his was in J nne, I snppDse. I luww th[1t a portion of the stockadt> 
was washed down. It was only OIl one siele. It was on what I call the north 
side-the side where the brook runs in. I never went below the stockade, and 
ifit was. washed down below I did not know it. The soldiers in camp would 
fire off their guns a good deal at night, because there was a positiye order for
bidding them from firing off their guns, and they would take advantage of the 
night when they could not be arrested. 'There was an order to arrest men for 
firing off their guns. 

Q.WIl.S it or was it not done to a considerable extent? 
A. Right smart. I have seen SOUle wounded prisoners arrive there-those 

that I spoke about being sent to the hospital. 'l'hey had gunshot wounds, I 
suppose. I saw no sick eUl[1ciated, or anything of that kind. I do not know 
how many wounded there were in the squad that arrived at that time. There 
might have been fifty or a hundred, or mqy be two or three hundred. I do not 
know how 'many.	 . 

H.Ex. Doc. 23--32 
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8TOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

I received orders to report to Captain Wirzfor duty on the evening of the 
9th of July. He assigned me to call the roll inside the stockade. , I continued 
on that duty until the prisoners left to go to Millen. My illstructio~s were to 
call the roll and have every man present at the roll-call. '1'his was in the first 
organization of the camp. There were ninety men in a mess, and three nineties 
constituted a division. Each ninety had a sergeant, a Union soldier: It was 
his duty to have all hill men at roll-call by the time that I got in to attend to 
the roll· call. If he had all the men there I wuuld just count them. Our in
structions from Captain Wirz were to call the roll, but I could not pronounce 
the names of so many. I merely connted tIle men. At that time the stockade 
was badly crowded, so there was only a small streak to fall in. If all the men 
of a certainsqnad were not present the sergeant of that squad could hoW up his 
hand and motion to another sergeant, who would let some of his men fall in. I 
did not know the men. 

Q. Was that the way they managed 7 
A. '1'hey did manage in that way right smart, but sometimes we would catch 

them at it, and-
'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. And what? 
WITNESS. I never did anything to any of them, but I have known some of them 

to be put in the stocks for it. Sometimes a sergeant whom I knew would tell me 
tllat one of his men was sick in one portion of the stockade and one sick in 
another, and so on, and that those men would make his number right. I would 
take his word for it. The duty of the federal sergeant was after roll-call to take 
their sick out to the south gate to sick-call. If any died inside of the stockade 
it was tlleir duty to have men detailed from their ninety to take them out. It 
was their fault if they were not taken out. Some made their escape when Ihe 
,sergeant reported them as sick, and were gone for a few days, but we found it 
out generally in the course of three or four days. , The sergeants could have 
reported them right along in the way I have mentioned. I would keep the 
squad waiting sometimes five minutes and sometimes no longer than I could 
count them. As soon as the number was ascertained to be correct I would dis
miss them, except the camp was going to be organized. They reorganized the 
camp twice, I think, before they moved the prisoners to Millen, and then the 
order was for the men to stand in the ranks at the place where they answered 
the roll-call until the whole stockade was called over. That was reorganizing. 
That occurred twice, I think, from the time I went there until they were sent 
to Millen. I think no more. Our orders were that if their number was not cor
rect, and the sergeant could not account for them, we were to just go along and 
leave them standing there until they got correct; until they were correct. I did 
not keep them standing ever after they were reported correct by their sergeant. 
I don't know what other sergeants did. I know I did not. I called the rolls 
of six divisions, and there were three nineties in each division-eighteen nine
ties altogether. 

Q. Did you ever, of your own knowledge, know squads to be deprived of 
their rations when they reported their number as correct 7 

A. Well, that was the order. I don't know that I ever knew of any squad 
that lost any rations on account of any men that were not present. Thc order 
was that if they could not account for the men they would lose their rations. 
'1'he reason for the order of roll-call was to make ont a report by which to issue 
rations, I suppose, and to see that the men were all there. No other reason that 
I know of. Prisoners have drawn rations in two or three squads. They were 
called" flankers." '1'hey would manage it in this way: '1'hey would answer 

. in two or three different divisions at roll-call, and they would get rations when
ever they answered to their names, until they were caught at it. If the pris
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oners had to wait any length of time they were allowed to sit down during roll
call. Oaptain Wirz never went into the stockade while I was on dnty under 
him, to my knowledge, to call the roll. The sergeants inside the stockade had 
navy revolvers.' They did not carry muskets or anything of that kind. 

'rREATMl<JNT OF THE SICK. 

I always supposed that the sergeants inside the stockade attended to finding 
the sick and the dead, and took them out if they were not able to go themselves 
to siel;:-call, though I have seen sergeants that would not take their sick to sick
call. 

Q. When they carried their 'sick down what was the rule or practice in regard 
to those who were most dangerously sick? 

A. There was no rule about it; they all went together; those that were 
sickest went along like the balanee. It was the duty of the sergeants of the 
nineties to take those who were not accepted by the doctor back into the stockade. 
They did get medicine for awhile; they would be prescribed for; they would 
be taken to sick-call in the morning and they would get medicines in the evening. 

Q. Where were the newly-arrived sick sent 1 Into the hospital or the 
stockade? / 

A. There were some wounoed men sent into the hospital, and then some who 
were sent into the stockade. I think the sick were generally all sent into the 
stockade first, with the exception of those who were wounded. A good many 
came down there wounded. I do not know what was the reason of it. I know 
that they could not be sent to the hospital until they were examined by the sur
geons, and there would have to be a special order for the surgeons to examine 
them before they could go into the hospital. 

Q. Was that the reason why they were sent into the stockade first 1 
A. I suppose so.
 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. You need not give any of your suppositions.
 
There were no nurses in the stockade when I was on duty there.
 
Q. Oonnected with the stockade or hosphal1 
A. I do not know anything about it. 
Q. Do you know anything about nurses in the hospital going after pine straw, 

wood, poles, or anything of that kind. for the hospital 1 
A. I did not have anything to do with the hospital. If such a thing had hap

pened I would not have known of it. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKE:'I1 FROM PRISONERS. 

"I know that some men who were called" Stoneman's raiders" were searched, 
and one squad before that. I don't know where they came from; their lmap
s"acks were taken from them; I think there were about 170 knapsacks. I never 
received any orders from Oaptain Wirz to take away any man's blanket, cloth
ing, or anything of that kind, or to deprive a man of any other comfort that he 
had, unless they were" Stoneman's raiders." The order was to take away from 
them everything we supposed they had taken away from citizens in passing 
through the country. We had no orders to take away anything that was their 
own or United States government property, with the exception of money. We 
had orders to take their money away from them; nothing else that belonged 
to the prisoners. I never knew of anything else being taken away from them. 
We took the money and such things as we supposed they had taken from the 
Citizens in passing through the country-knives and forks and spoons. I have 
seen a great many of those things taken away from them. I think there were 
some daguerreotypes taken; I don't know how many. They were generally 
silver forks and spoons. The things taken away from these men were put in a 
large box and put on a wagon, and; I suppose, carried to the quartermaster. I 
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never saw Oaptain Wirz search anyone. I understood the orders to search 
" Stoneman's raiders" came from General Winder. I was present when the 
prisoners came in to some extent, Stoneman's men were searched at what we 
call Oastle Reed. That was between the branch and the depot. I suppose it 
was some 350 or 400 yards from Oaptain Wirz's headquarters. They were not 
searched near any quarters. The confederate guard-house was Oastle Reed. 
They had watches in the stockade, and I suppose they could tell the time. I 
have seen a good many watches in there; I do not know how many I ever 
saw. I cannot say whether the prisoners generally had them. 

CONDITION OF THgPRISONERS I~ THE STOCKADE. 

The sergeants of the squads inside were elected just like captains are elected, 
by their own men. They had a chief of police in there. The men themselves 
elected him. They elected their police just as they would~any other civil offi
cer. '1'he duty of the police insid.e was to keep the camp clean. I cannot say 
whether they could have d~ne it or not. I understood that these policemen and 
the others who were elected got double rations. 

THE PRISONERS PREVENTED FROM BUYING VEGETABLRS. 

I frequently took provisions and cJothing and money into the stockade· 
There was an order prohibiting it, though, and whenever I carried in anything 
I would have to put it in my coat-pockets; I would have to conceal it. I was 
not allowed to take in anything. I wa,s sergeant at the gate for a long time, 
after the prisoners went off to MilIen, and when there were, I suppose, between 
five and seven thousand left. Very frequently they would come to me with 
blankets to carry in and I would let them hand them in, but there was an order 
prohibiting it, unless they got an order from Oaptain Wirz. 

Q. Were you ever sent by Oaptain Wirz to carry them in, and did you take 
receipts? . 

A. Yes, sir; there were receipts 'taken; we only took receipts for money. 
When I took in provisions or clothing to any men I never took any receipts for 
them. The order was fOl' any person who wanted to seeOaptain Wirz to drop 
a note in the letter-box, and it would go up through a regular channel and be 
examined by his clerks, and if his clerks thonght it of any importance they 
would keep it and show it to him, and then the man wonld be granted an op
portnnity of seeing him. It was done to some extent. . 

THE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

The wood guard complainefl abont having to do so much duty; they said they 
were on every other night and every day. They would quarrel about it and go 
out i.n the woods and lie down and stay out there; they would tal~e the prisoners 

,	 along and all lie down together. As many squads went out for wood as we 
could get guards for. The order was for one man to take charge of three pris
oners. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

Forty-four shovels were given to the chief of police there when there were 
only between five and seven thousand prisoners there, and he was to give them 
to the sergeants of the hundreds. The last time the stockade was organized 
the prisoners were organized into hundreds, five hundred constituting a division. 
They kept the shovels, and they did not return them to some extent. Some
times we could not get them all out at night. The. order then was not to let 
those that werli' got out go in any more till they returned those that had been 
kept in over night. They might dig tunnels or they might dig wells with those 
shovels that they kept back. 
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Q. (By the JUDGE ADVOCATE:) Are you stating what you know 1 
A. No, sir. 
There were a good many wells in the stockade. There were some pre

tended wellsdug for the purpose of getting out. They would dig down some 
ten or fifteen or perhaps twenty-five feet like a well, and at the bottom they 
would make a tunnel out of it; they would use it for a tunnel instead of a well. 
They were not to my knowledge prevented from having shovels frequently 
on that acconnt, because they were digging tunnels with them. I had control 
or charge of the axes and shovels for the prisoners when I was at the gate; 
perhaps one month; or it might have been longer. In the morning we would 
let them go into the stockade, and would get them out in the evening anCl. set 
them ont by the gate, until the guard stole aTI our axes; they stole all that we 
had. We had a place to lock them up for awhile, but we lost the lock; I don't 
know what became of it; and they got hold of our axes. The guard goot them. 

Q.(By the JUDGE ADVOCATE:) 'l'he rebel guard 1 
A. The rebel gnard. 'rhe sentinels around the stockade, I judge. 
Q. (By the JUDGE ADVOCATE:) Do yori know anything about that 1 
A. I know that the axes were gone. 
It was a long while before axes and shovels were sent to the stockade. I 

don't know whether they could get them or whether they could not. I don't 
know whether Oaptain Wirz made exertions for that purpose. 

Q. What do you know about your guard being supplied with axes and tools 1 
A. If they ever drew any from the quartermaster I did not know it. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to the mode of examination. It was clearly 

cross-examination, not dil·ect. Almost invariably suggestions were made to the 
witDess, to which he was expected to reply. 

Mr. BAKER. I merely indicate to the witness the subject about which he is to 
testify. . 

The PRESIDENT, (to Mr. Baker.) Of the fact of your cross-examining this 
witness on Saturday there can be no question or dispute. A mere reference to 
the record must satisfy anyone that that was improper in a lawyer. Oounsel 
must know that as well as the court. There are certain cases in which lending 
questions may be put to an unwilling witness, and in such cases the court will 
allow a fair latitude. But the neces5ities of this case, the question of time, and 
the great expense of this trial to the gov6rnment, require the court to rule down 
counsel to a strick compliance with the law. 

Mr. BAKER. '('hat I intend to observe. 
The PRESIDENT. 'l'he court hopes that you will. 
Mr. BAKER. I intend to confine my witnessas right. to the point. That is the 

reason why I ask questiuns that suggest the subject, not the answers. 
Q. Do you know anything about the depriving of prisoners of axes by your 

own guards? . 
A. I know axes were taken away from the gate by the guards 

THE STOCKS. 

Q. For what offences, so far as you know, were men put into the stocks? 
A. I understood-
The JPDGE ADVOCATE. State what you know. 
WITNESS. Well, I don't know. I saw one pair of handcuffs there. Those 

were on the gate. That is the only pair I saw, with the exception of a pair that 
Wetherford had. Those were for himself; he always carried them in his pocket. 
I!-e was a detective. I have seen the stocks standing empty for some length of 
tIme; I cannot say how long. 
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THE DOGS. 

I never saw or knew of Captain Wirz going with the hounds at any time. I 
never saw the dogs sent after confederate soldiers. Turner had a pack of dog's 
at the post and there was a pack in the country; I have seen those hounds, but 
I do not think they belonged to the post. Those dogs of Turner't:l were com
mon fox dogs. I suppose I never knew anything about a man who had been bit
ten by dogs dying at Captain Wirz's headquarters. I never heard of such a 
thing; not while I was at Andersonville. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

CaptaitY Wirz's horse was it gray mare; I never saw him ride a sorrel or roan 
horse I never knew of such a horse belonging to him being about his quarters, 
not of his. Captain Wirz generally wore in the summer months a white pair 
of pants and a round coat; I suppose that it was a coat that he got in the regi
ment while he was it private or sergeant or something; it looked as ifit had been 
a government coat; it had gold lace on the sleeves and stripes on the collar; 
w hen he got to ~amp he would generally pull that off, or when he got to his 
headquarters. He would generally have on then white pants, and I don't know 
the color of his vest. He would always pull off his coat; he would not be in 
his shirt sleeves; I think he always wore a vest. Other persons rode his old 
gray mare. I think there were three that rode her right smart. They were 
Lieutenant Allman, a fellow by the name of Smith, and one by the name of 
Stafford. By" right smart" 1 mean two or three times a day. I don't think 
anybody could get his horse when he was not there, unless it was Lieutenant 
Allman. I don't know about it. 

Q. Did you ever know about Turner and some of the sergeants riding that 
mare 1 

A. Yes, sir; Turner rode her. 
Q. (By the JUDGE ADVOCATE:) Did you say the sergeants rode her also 1 
A. Smith and Stafford were sergeants and they rode her. 
Q. Had or had not Captain Wirz difficulty for a while in getting on his horse 1 
A. I don't remember whether it was just before Davis took command or just 

after Captain Wirz came back, but he was very weak and we would help him 
on his horse of evenings when he would start; we would get him on a chair 
and then help him on his horse. I don't remember whether it was just before 
or just after Davis took command. 

I never knew Captain Wirz to shoot or beat a prisoner so that he died while 
I was there. I never he,ard of' it while I was at Andersonville. 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ FROM ANDERSO:-lVILLE IN THE SUMMER OF 
1864. 

, I know something about Captain Wirz being absent for a time. He left there 
some time about the last of July; Davis took command sometimeabout the last 
of July, and Captain Wirz did not return till perhaps the last of August; I 
will not be positive about the dates; it was the las t of July, though, that Davis 
took command-I think about the last days of July. I saw Captaiu Wirz in 
September; he looked feeble and bad. -He was in a feeble condition before he 
gave up as sick. I saw him at his headquarters frequently. He wonld sit up 
and attend to his business, and then he bad a cot there on which he would lie 
down; he would lie there some time and then perhaps he would get up and pro
ceed with his business. When he first returned to the stockade after his illness 
and the prisoners werp, being removed in Septp,mber he would sit in a chair and 
let the prisoners march along, keeping their files dressed so that he could count 
them; he would sit out in front of his office and count them as they would 
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march by. He would go home in the evening; by evening, I suppose, I mean 
what you call afternoon here. He would go off about four o'clock. Prisoners 
would Ipave after he went away. He came and went in an ambulance fo'r a 
while. I think it was ill September; I cannot say for how long a time; I don't 
remember. I reckon it was one or two. weeks. 

THE PUNISHMENTS OF 'l'HI!] CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS AND THE FBDERAL PIUS
ONERS COMPARED. 

Q. What can you say about the punishment of your own men there 1 
A. I never had a man punished except one. 
:Mr. BAKER. I mean the confederate soldiers. 
A. '1'hey punished them like they did the Union soldiers. 
Q. State in what way. 
A. They would put them in the stocks; they would put balls and chains OLl 

them, and they would cut a hole ill the head of a barrel and pllt that over their 
heads; of course they would have (0 wear it. I 

ACTS O~' CRUELTY COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

Q. What was the reason for newly arrived prisoners not being allowed to 
leave the ranks? 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. It is impossible for him to know anything about that. 
'l'he question was withdrawn. 
'1'hey were not allowed to leave the ranks; I do not know any reason for 

their not being allowed to do so. I know that there was an order that they 
should stay in the ranks, so that their names could be t;tken correctly. 'l'hat. is 
all I know about it. Some of the guards might take their canteens or bucket s, 
if they had any, and go to the spring 01' well and fetch so ne water for the pris
oners. I have seen this done; I cannot say whether· it was done frequently 01' 

otherwise. I have never noticed its being done very often; if one of the guards 
would volunteer La go himself, I do not think anybody would object to it. 

PRISONERS WHIPPED BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I heard that a colored ml.n m.mecl HawkilB WB whipped there; I did not 
see it. . 

TRADINGBETWEE:>ITHJ:o: CO:\TFEDl<RATE TROOPS AND THI!] PRISONl<RS. 

The confederate sold iers did trade with federal prisoners. 'J'hey would buy 
anything the prisoners had to sell; they would buy what the government calls 
overcoats, pants, shoes, boots, hats; everything the prisoners had. It was car
ried on to a right smart extent. Some supplies of shoes or clothing for the con
federate soldiers came thllre, I think along in the first part of January, 1865. I 
got a suit at that time; it was some time in January, I think. I saw no other 
confederate clothing that was distributed that I know of. I know of others of 
our own soldiers receiving them besides myself. . 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

'l'hel'ewere some sanitary goods that came there; I do not know what time 
it was. 'It was some time in the fall of 1864, or in the spring of 1865. I do not 
know how many boxed there were; I do not know how ml.llY I saw. I know 
some came. The paroled prisoners got, I think, It suit apiece. 

Cross-examined by the ,TC"DGI!] ADVOCATE: 

I went to Andersonville on the 4th February, 1864; I l'eportedto Captain 
Wirz on the 10th of July. 

. Q. What did you do up to tba t time? 
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A. I had been on picket duty a portion of the time, and then I had bilions 
fever, and I have been on duty around the stockade twice. I was never on duty 
as guard but twice around the stockade, and that was before the 10th of July. 

Q. Then you know nothing except from what you saw as a guard twice up 
to that time 1 

A. Yes, sir; I would very frequently go and g'et- up on the stoops, after the 
stoops were put up, and look over into the stockade and go around the stockade. 
r was sick about a month, I believe; I think it was in April; I was taken 
sick ,about the middle of April and it lasted till some time in June. I did not 
frequent Captain Wirz'~ beadquarters till I reported there. I do not know what 
was going on tb8re or about there up to that time. Ido not know what he was 
doing up to the 10th of July; I do not know what the orders were up to that 
time, only t110se that I saw published-g'eneral orders, such as the one prohib
iting sentinels trading with prisoners, and so on. I believe that is the only 
order. That is all I know about the orders up to the 10th of .July. I do not 
pretend to know anything abuut the discipline of the prison and the manner in 
which rna tters were conducted there up to the 10th ,of July. All I have stat~~ 
here, all the facts 1 claim to be in possession of, came to my knowledge after the 
10th of July, with the exception of some few instances. One was when it was 
repurted the stockade was going to be dug down. I know our regiment was 
turned out that evening; I have been up on the stoops before the time I reported 
to Caplain Wirz, and looked over in the stockade and saw the prisoners and 
how things were going on. I did not see Captain 'Virz at any time when I was 
up on those stoops. I have no kuowledge in regard to' him and, his doings; I 
did not know what he was doing until I was assigned to duty. 

SHOOTI:-JG OF PRISO:"ERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I never shot a prisoner of war or saw one shot; I never saw al1Y of the sen
tries fire when I was up on .the stoops; I heard the report of guns very fre
quently; I cannot say whether fi'om the stockade or from around the post. I 
know they were fired about the post. 

Q. Tou say you have known frequent occasions when prisoners of war had 
been brought out of the stockade who had been shot 1 

A. ~o, I do not say I knew it frequently;' I have seen, I think, four or five 
fetched out of the stockade, to the best of my knowledge. 

That was from the time I wellt there till the time I left-during the whole of 
my stay there. I saw foul' or five during my whole stay there; I do not know 
whether others were shot or not. Captain Wirz never gave me orders to shoot 
a man. He ga,~e general instructions to the guards if any prisoners crossed the 
dead-line to shoot them; it was a general order. I cannot say who the order 
came from; I think his name was to it, and aho the name of the commanding 
officer of the post. To the best of my knowledge the dead·line was established 
three weeks after the first breaking' out was attempted. It did not follow imme
diately; I do not recollect the stockade breaking down at the brook; I know it 
broke down on the hill between the brook and the north gate. 'l'hat is the only 
time I know of the stockade having been broken down; I never heard of sol
diers procuring furloughs for shooting Union pri80ners. The first thing I ever 
heard about it was when Furlow's battalioll came there. I heard ~ome of their 
men speaking about it. Then it got into the reserve regiments-that ifaman shot 
a feileral prisoner he would get a thirty days' furlough But I do not think any 
man could say where the report started from. I do not'think it could be traced 
back. I do not know anything at all about the fact, only what I heard men 
say. I was not on duty in the adjutant's office; I don't know how our men 
got furIoughR if they got any; I did not see the applications. I do not know 
.anything about them officially. 
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STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

Sometimes my duty as roll-caller would take longer than at other times ; 
sometimes I would go in the stockade of a morning, I think at about nine o'clock 
andaget out by eleven, and I would call all my roils in that length of time. Up 
to nine o'clock I would just lie around in my quarters. My quarters were close 
to Captain Wirz's headquarters; I suppose some fifteen 01' twenty yards. 
When I was lying around my quarters I did not pretend to observe what was 

.' going' on outside, unless some excitement got up and I would run out to see 
wbat it was about. After I came out of the stockade at eleven o'clock, I would 
carry my books into bis office and make my reports and then go back to .my 
quarters. . 

Q. You were liberated after you had performed your duty, were you1 
A. "Well, we could not leave without we got a pass from Captain Wirz to go 

to the depot; he required us to have a pass from him. I had no other duties to 
perform unless, perhaps, he wanted me to fetch a man out of tbe stockade 01' 

carry one in. I was not in the habit of staying in his office; after I had come 
out of the stockade and made my report, I would go to my quarters. My 
observation was confined to whD,t passed between 9 and 11 0 'clock, and the time 
I would be passing about like any other soldier; I never did stay much in my 
quarters because they were not very comfortable. I took the word of the ser
geants of nineties for the presence of their men. I did not always take their 
word for it; I would sometimes, when it was a man I could trust and had great 
confidence in, He would tell me his men were all right, and I would mark it 
so and go along; and r knew they were sometimes making false reports. I did 
that to save myself labor and trouble, because it was a disagreeable place in there. 
What made it so disagreeable was so many men being crowded in together, and 
it was very warm. I always wanted to get out as soon as possible; I think I 
did my duty well. I never lost a man excepting one fellow by the name of 
Streeter; he got out and was gone three or foul' days before I founel it out. I 
have no complaint to make of the conduct of federal prisoners. I never missed 
only that man Streeter. He was the only man that ever left my sqnaels to my 
knowledge.' I do not think any of the rest ever got out but him. I cannot 
give you any other reason why it was a elisagTeeable place, with the exception 
of the men being crowded in so thick, and there being no shade. I do not think 
it was offensive; it might have been offensive to a sick man. I think that to a 
well man it was not offensive. I diel not know it if I smelt that prison half a 
mile or three-quarters of a mile off. I have heard the soldiers cl'lmplain that it 
was offensive; I know that down at the branch it smelt bad; it was a mighty 
filthy place. I could not smell it where my squads were; if I smelt it I did 
not know it. I do not say that it was a cleanly place. I always tried to get 
out of there as quick as possible. I say that where my men were it was not 
offensive. I suppose that to many men the inside of the stockade would be 
offensive to be so packed and crowded. I do not say it was not offensive. I 
say it would be offensive to anybody to be packed in there. The nineties had 
to stand up until the roll-call was completed; sometimes it was completed in 
less than five minutes. I do not suppose they would ever have to stand more 
than five minutes. . 

Q. Then how did you happen to be there from nine till eleven? 
A. Going around; I had so many squads to go to, and then I would get 

talking to the men. I never kept my squads standing for two hours. 
Q. Then you did not carry out the orders of Captain Wirz-his orders were 

to keep them standing till all were counted? 
A.· I never did until the reorganization of the stockade. When the stockade 

was reorganized they might have stood for two hours, but they.were not com
pelled to stand in ranks the whole time; they could sit down on the ground. 
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I allowed the men to sit down. We disregarded the order which required 
them to stand up, and got along all right. I did not see that it made any 
difference. The men could sit down if they had to stay there a long time. I do 
not think that I said the rations were never stopped. I said that none of.. my 
squad ever lost their rations, to the best of my knowledge. I did not have 
anything to do with delivering the rations to them; I said I did not know that 
the prisoners did not lose their rations. I said so as to my own squad. I did not 
tell the court that the rations were never stopped in the stockade. I do not 
know how often they were stopped. I would say two or three times. I cannot 
say when. I cannot say whether it was after July. It was after I was on 
duty. I do not think that the rations of the whole camp were stopped. Some
times the rations of one squad would be stopped, and sometimes of three or four 
squads-I don't recollect particularly. There were different occasions of stop
ping tIle ratioDs-sometimes one thing and sometimes another. 

Q. When one man in a sq.uad or division would commit an offence, would not. 
the whole squad or division have to suffer for it ? 

A. It seems to me that there Was one man who had reported something about 
a tunnel. '1'hey took and shaved one side of hi~ head and ofhis whiskers, and 
Oaptain Wirz told the men that that division of 90 could not have any rations 
until they produced the man who shaved this man's head. I do not think they 
suffered long in that way, because the man gave himself up and acknowledged 
it. I cannot say if that is the only time I know of the rations being stopped. 
I think it was not a frequent occurrence. If so it was more than I know, and 
I think I would have been more than likely to know it if it occurred. If they 
had been stopped more than half a dozen times I would have known it. I do 
not think they were stopped as often as haIfa dozen times. One man would 
sometimes draw two or three rations; a flanker could flank out from one division 
into another, auswering the roll in each, and drawing rations in each. I do not 
know what it was done for. They called these men .. flankers." They had 
some purpose in doing so, I suppose, but I do not know what the motive was. 
T do not know what Oaptain vVirz did inside the stockade when I was not with 
him. I do not pretend to say that I know anything about it. I was not inside 
the stockade till after the 10th of July. Oaptain Wirz never went inside to call 
the roll after the 8th of June to my knowledge. If I said June 1 meant July. 
r do not pretend to say anything except from my own knowledge. I do not 
pretend to know what Oaptain vVirz did except when I saw him. I do not say 
that I know all that occurred at his headquarters or about the stockade in 
reference to the discipline of that prison. 

TRgATM8:-iT OF THE SICK. 

It was the duty of the sergeants to take the sick to the gate"and some of them 
did it, but I have seen men lying in the stockade who would tell me that their 
sergeants would not take them out. I know it of my own observation. I 
inspected no division but my own. I do not know anything that transpired in 
other divisions, only that I would see men lying down, who would tell me that 
their sergeants would not take them out. Men were detailed from the nineties 
to take the sick men out. They did not go to sick-call till roll-call was over. 

Q. '1'hen they did not go therp until after eleven o'clock? 
A. vVell, we would commence the roll-call at nine o'clock, and as SOOll as we 

got through with a squad, the sick of that squad could go out. But m:,tny were 
not taken there until 'after eleven o'clock, and they were sick. I canllot say 
how long the sick-call lasted ; it hsted I think until the prisoners left and went 
to Millen. It would commence a little while after nine and continue till they 
got through, I reckon. I was no& instmeted abou& it. It is all supposition on 
my part. My division was in the north part of the -stockade. I went in at the 
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south gat.e, and crossed the branch inside the stockade, and went up to the north 
'side the same way the prisoners had to come down to sick· call. I performed 
no dut.y except that connected with my division; I was not required to bother. 
about anyone else's division but mine. I do not knrl\v how long sick-call 
lasted. 

THE STOCKS. 

I was never instrnmental in the punishment of any prisoner but one sergeant 
of the 61st detachment 3d mess. I was ordered to put him in the stocks. It 
was about the escape of this fellow Streeter. He was not punished on my 
report; he reported to me; he did not know that Streeter was gone, and I did 
not know it. I reported him. The first thing we knew about it this man Streeter 
was fetched back ontside the stockade. Some citizens had brought him in and 
he told what detachment he belonged to; Oaptain Wirz called me up and 
wanted to know what sort of a rollccall we had. I told him we did the best we 
could. He abused me and told me to get this sergeant and fetch him out and 
put him in the stocks. I went in and told the sergeant and he said he could 
not blame me about it. He was ordered to be put in the stocks for twenty-fonr 
honrs. I put him in the stocks and in about two hours I went around there 
·and took him out again, because r knew that he could not help it and that I was 
as much to blame as he was. This fellow Streeter had escaped before; I let him 
out of the stocks, because I thought that I was as much responsible as he was 

Q. That is your opinion in regard to punishments of' that kind 1 
A. I cannot say that as to all such cases. I released him because I thought 

I was to blame as much as he was. Streeter was a fellow whom I had favored 
right smart. He staid in the sutler's tent, and he had promised me faithfully 
never to make any more attempts to escape. He did escape, and I thought my
self to blame, and after I had put the sergeant in the stocks I went and took 
him out, Oaptain Wirz being away at the time. That was the only instance of 
any punishment being inflicted in my division from the 10th of July tii! Febru
ary. I do not know whether the man was put in the stocks or put into the 
stockade again. None of my division were punished during that time to my 
knowledge. If I had seen them I would have known it; what I did not see I 
know nothing about. It was in the power of Oaptain Wirz to punish them 
without my knowing it, and he might have punished some men in the hospital.. 
The men in the hospital belonged to divisions inside the stockade. He had con
trol of them; he might have punished them in the stockade, but not without my 
knowing it. I did not always go in the stockade with him. He would fre
quently go in the stockade. I do not think he could have punished them in 
the stockade without my knowing it, because the prisoners would have said 
sOD;lething about it to me. 'l'hey would have told me something about it, I 
suppose. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED BY WIRZ. 

Oaptain Wirz never shot 01' beat or kicked a prisoner of war while I was on 
duty. there to my knowledge. I have not told any person since I have been a 
witness in Washington, that I have seen him kick and abuse prisoners of war. 
I have said that I have seen him take hold of men like any officer would, when 
the men were standing in full ranks, and draw them to their places if they were 
not exactly right. He generally 8poke short to them. He did not speak kindly 
to anybody; he always spoke short. He lVas very profane, one of the profanest 
m~n level' saw. He had a very severe te~per. I never saw. him mistreat a 
p:lsouer of war, unless you call it mistreating to take hold .of a man and draw 
hIm up to his place. I am not positive that he cursed him at the same time, 
but it is more than likely he did, became that was his natural style of ·conver
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sation. I saw men 'in the stocks. I saw them wearing ball and chain. I do 
not think I ever saw anything else of the kind. I never saw men tied up by 
the thumbs; I never saw them whipped. 

. Q. You say that when prisoners arrived they were not allowed to leave the 
ranks; were you present at these times? 

A. Yes; when they first came, their names would have to be taken. That 
was not my duty; there were clerks who used to take the names.. 1 had 
nothing to do with them except as an observer and to help count the men off. 
Oaptain Wirz always required us to be present and help at that. I did not say 
anything about the sergeants being allowed to go for water for the prisoners if 
they asked him. If a prisoner asked a guard to fetch him a pail or a canteen 
of water, nobody would object to his doing so. I never knew of anybody ob
jecting to it. There were more guards there than would be on duty at a time. 
'rhe guards got somewhat acquainted with the prisoners and would do them 
some favors. I never knew Captain vVirz to abuse prisoners of war. I never 
saw him maltreat them in any way, unless you could c3.11 pulling a man into his 
place maltreating him. I have seen a pistol in his hand a good many times. I 
do not know that I ever saw him draw it; I know he would draw it for a whole 
squad, and would threaten to shoot them if they did not do so and so; but I 
do not think I ever saw him draw it on one man. After arriving, prisoners'. 
names were taken; they were sent into the stockade, all of them, so far as I 
know. I do not think I ever eaw it otherwise. Sick or wounded men were not 
sent to the hospital unless there was a doctor present to examine them. There 
were some sick men who were not sent into the stockade; but the rule was, 
when prisoners came in from a tl'ain and were counted, that they were always 
sent into the stoekade. 

By the COURT: 

Q. Did any register come with the different squads of p"isoners who arrived 
there? 

A.I think that some few registers did come, but it was nothing like a gene
ral thing-only occasionally. 

'rEm PRISONERS PRJ<VENTED FROM BUYING VEGBTABLES. 

Q. You say you were in the habit of takiug things into the stockade 1 
A. No, sir; I have sometimes taker\. in onions, pepper, and eggs, and such 

things as I could put in my pocket. It was in violation of orders, but I had 
friends there; I would have to secrete those things.'I'hat was while I was on 
duty. I was on duty all that time. I have received greenbacks and confederate 
money from prisoners of war for these favors; these favors I rendered were done 
to enrich myself, and not from motives of humanity. Then there were some 
particular friends of mine there to whom I would carry iu things I would also 
carry in things to others and seli to them. I never made any particular charge 
for onions; I would fetch in one or two or three dozen onions at a time. I almost 
always sold them for confederate money, two or three doHin's a dozen-maybe 
more. .I could carry them in and sell them cheaper than the prisoners could get 
them from the sutler inside. I got the onions at the market. The sntler was 
charging exorbitant prices. I thought he was charging very high prices. I be
lieve they came from Americus. 'rhey would come there on the 11 o'clock 
train, and stay till the 1 o'clock train. I could not go out and purchase them 
and sell to the prisoners to any greal; extent. I would do iL some,while I was 
on duty there. 

Q. Part of thetwo hours that you were on duty, from 9 till 11 o'clock, you 
devoted to fleecing the prisoners 1 

A. No; I was permitted to gointo the stocka.de at any time, and I would go 
in in the evening. The onions cost very high; maybe 3 dollar and a half or 
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two dollars a ao~en. I would not sell them for the same price, I always made 
a little on everything I bought; This was a habit that the confederate sergeants 
all followed. The prisoners would want them to fetch in such things because 
they could get t~em cheap~r from us than from the sutler. There was a general 
system of that kma, but It was a very secret system. I' cannot say whether 
the men got enough to eat or not. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS I:" THE STOCKADE. 

The sergeants of the police squad were furnished with shovels, &c" ; that was 
after the prisoners came back from Thomasville, and it was the duty 9f the 
chief of police to keep the stockade clean; it was impossible to keep the branch 
clean. They did not have the shovels in the months of July and August. I 
think there was a policing of the stockade during its crowded state inside. They 
had some shovels. I do not know whether they could keep it clean. The chief 
of police might go over it and do a little here and a little there; and when he 
would go back he might report that he had cleaned the camp. I would consider 
that policing it. If the chief of police reported the stockade policed I would COIl
sider it policed. The chief of police had forty-four shovels in the fall, when 
there were only between five and seven thousand prisoners. It was in Septem
ber, October, November or December, after the prisoners came .back from 
Thomasville. 

THE SUPPI,Y 01<' WOOD. 

The order was, in every wood guard, to allow one soldier to each three pri
soners. A guard of one hundred men would take out three timea that number. 
There was no guard to carry out prisoners for wood that I remember, until after 
the prisoners came back from 'Thomasville; that was in the latter part of the 
summer. Th'ere was wood hauled in wagons-not much, but some-before that 
time. The quartermaster attended to that. I think the prisoners were compelled 
to use that wood until September. If they went out under guard before Sep
tember I do not recollect it. I do not think there was any general system during 
that time before September. I don't recollect whether wood squads went out 
before that or not. I think they always hauled in the wood to the prisoners. 
The wood was then close, and they could haul in a good deal. They had some 
four or five wagons to haul in. 

CO:ilDlTION OF THE WATER. 

I say the prisoners might have used these shovels for the purpose of digging 
.tunnels; they might have used them to dig wells 01' tunnels. I do not know 
anything about it. I went into one of those bogus wells and into a tunnel, I 
suppose about 25 feet deep. It might have been in July or August. That 
was not the only one I ever saw; I examined another one of them. I only 
examined two. It was the business of Duncan and Humes to look after them. 
Iknow of only two; yes, I know of more than two, but I only went into two. 
I saw other wells or tunnels. 

']'HE DOGS. 

There was one man who ran away from the hospital and Was fetched back 
. by. dogs. Ire was brought to Captain Wirz's qnarters. I do not think Captain 
Wll'zhad got down there at the time; it was early in the morning and Captain 
Wirz had not got down from his house. The man was sent back to the hospital; 
he did not die; to my knowledge. If I saw him after that I did not know him. 
I do not know whether he died or not. I do not know what time Turnei' went 
there; he was there when I left there. He was not there when I came. I do 
not know when Harris was on that duty; he fetched in prisoners, but I do IlOt 
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know under what orders j he would carry these prisoners to Captain Wirz's 
office. I ne,'er heard of prisoners of war dying there from being bitten by dogs; 
I never heard it mentioned there at all'; I heard it mentioned sillce I came'here; 
I never heard it before; I never heard at Andersonville that men had died from 
being bitte~ by dogs. 

THE PUNISHMEN,TS OF THE CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS AND FED~RAL PRISONERS 

COMPARED. 

Confederate soldiers were treated in the same way as federal prisoners, with 
the exception of their being chained together. I know that confederate soldiers 
have had on ball and chain, but I have not seen them chained to one another. 
I never saw confederate soldiers in a chain-gang, but I have seen them with 
ball and chain on. I have seen them in the stocks. I do not knowhow long 
they were kept in them; I saw them in wlJat they called the" spread eagle" 
stocks. I saw confederate soldiers there very often; there was one fellow put 
in there because at the dress parade one day in August, when the adjutant 
ordered the officers to the front, this fellow stepped out and went to the frout of 
the regiment with the officers. He belonged to the 4th Georgia reserves. He 
was put in the stocks on that occasion, and I have seen him in the stocks a 
dozen different times. 

Q. What other means of punishment did you see resorted to there for con
federate soldiers 1 

A. They took a barrel, knocked out one head of it, cut a hole ill the other 
large enough for a man's headlto go through, and pntit on them. 'fhat punish
ment was inflicted by order of court,martial. 

THE ABSE;XCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ FROM ANDERSONVILL~ IN THE SUMMER OF 

1864. 

I do not know the- precise date when Captain vVil'z was absent. He left in 
the last days of July-I arn not positive when-and he returned, I think, 
about the last of August, and between those dates he was not present on duty 
to my knowledge. Lieutenant Davis signed everything and attended to every
thing, and we reported to Lieutenant Davis. I know about it; I am positive I 
reported to Lieutenant Davis. I state positively that Captain Wirz· was not 
there on duty, for some time from the last of July up to the last of August. I 
know that he was not on duty, because Lieutenant Davis signed everything, 
and made out the reports. I saw him sign requisitions for rations, and I think 
that is about all the signing he had to do. I cannot state positively that Captain 
Wir~ did,no duty dlll'ing the month of August, I do not state that he was not 
th",re; I state that he was not there on duty to my knowledge. He may have 
taken command in the last days of August without my knowing it. I do not 
think he could llave been all duty at the same time that Lieutenant Davis was. 
I have heard of two persons being on duty at the same place and at the same 
time, but I do not think it would have taken both to command a prison; Olle 
of them was sufficient for that, I should have thought. I suppose there were 
from thirty-three to thirty-five thousand prisoners there at that time. I think 
one man could command from thirty to thirty-five thousand prisoners without 
help. Captain ';Virz did no official aet during that month to my knowledge, 
except it might be the last of the month. I do not say that he was not there 
the last of the month. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

Captain Wirz would write a good deal when he was there-look over his 
books; then he would walk about a little and lie down; Orman was adjutant 
of the prison; Smith was sergeant at the hospital after the hospital was estab
lished outside; Stafford called the roll of the sick. Their duty did not require 
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them to be on horseback, unless they were ordered to take horses to go to some 
point. Smith rode C~ptain vVirz's horse a good deal, about as much as 
Captain Wirz did. Smith was a tolerably tall man, not over tall. He wore 
his head on one side. He was fl'om Georgia, I suppose. He wasnn American. 
I could not mistake him for Captain Wirz very readily. Anyone who knew 
both of the men could not possibly be mistaken about them. 'l'hey did not 
resemble each other. Orman was a tolerably aged man, from 35 to 40 ; I 
cannot say whether he wasan American; I have heard him speak and he spoke 
as we do, but I do not know where he was born. I could not mistake him for 
Captain Wirz.Any one who knew both men could not mistake one for the 
other. Stafford was a young man of ~2 or 23 years of age, a very nice-looking 
young fellow. He did not resemble Captain Wirz in any way at aU. I could 
not mistake him for Captain Wirz. 'I'm'ner'wail rather a smallman; he looked 
as if he had seen pretty hard tirtles. He did not resemble Captain Wirz; any 
one who knew the two would not mistake the one for the other. I would not 
mistake for Captain "Virz any of' those men who were in the habit of riding his 
horse; no one who knew them could mistake them. Others did not ride the 
horse frequently, but they did not make a general thing of it. Turner rode it 
right smart, so did Stafford. Turner had a horse of his own. Orman had a 
horse from the artillery, but I think they took it back. Stafford did not have 
a horse, nor Smith. Orman's horse was a sort of old worn-out gray horse. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

Some clothes came there by the sanitary commission, marked as such, but I 
do not recollect what time they came. I did not wear any of them; Captain 
Wirz never gave me anything in his life, except it might be a pass. I never 
obtained any clothing in that way; I don't know any of the confederate soldiers 
that did. I have seen confederate soldiers wear them, but they never procured 
them from Captain Wirz; I think all the paroled prisoners drew them. I was 
there when they went in to get their suits of clothes. I sawall of Duncan's 
squad go in for that purpose. I cannot swear that they all got them, but I 
know they were sent there for that purpose. I have seen men with them on; 
and I know that they sold them. 'l'here was a confederate soldier named 
Nolan who bought a p~ir of those pants. 

Q. Do you know in what condition the clothing of those paroled men who 
received the sanitary goods was? Were they destitute at the time 1 

A. 'l'hey were not; there were men inside the stockade who needed them 
. more than the paroled men. 

•ORDER RELTEVING GE:\'ERAL BRAGG FROM }JUTS AS A MEMBER OF THE COMMIS

SION. 

The judge advocate laid before the commission the following:
 
[Special Orders No. 524.-Extract.]
 

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICI', 

Washington, October 2, 1865. 
13. Brigadier General E. S. Bragg, United States volunteers, is hereby 

~'eli~ved from duty as a member of the special military commission, appointed to 
meet in this city, by Special Orders No. 453, August 22, 1865, from tuis office, 
.and of which Major General Wallace, ITnited States volunteers, is president. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D; TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 
OffiCial: 

R. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 
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Mr. BAKER. The suddenness of this oroer requires that I should say a word 
before anything further be done. 

The PRESIDENT. It is certainly none of your business; you have nothing' 
to do with the orders of the court. 

Mr. BAKER. WillI be allowed to address the court? 
The PRESIDE:."<T. No remarks on that subject will be permitted. 
Mr. BAKER. And no motion 1 
'l'he PRESIDENT. And no motion; it is none of your business. 
Mr. BAKER. Then I must object. 
The PRESIDENT. No objection will be entertained; you will go on with your 

examination. 
Mr. BAKER. Will no remark of any kind touching that order be permittcd 1 
The PRESIDENT. No, sir; proceed with you'r examination. 

OCTOBER 2, 1865. 
VI:-JCE:."<ZroBARDO, for the defence: 
I have been in the military service of the United States. I arrived at Ander

sonville in June, 1864. 

PRISONERS WHIPPED BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I was in the stockade; I got out of' the stockade by blacking my face; I
 
blacked my coat and from that blacked my face to go outside of' the gate; I
 
went outside with the negroes; we went down to the fi-ont of the" Dutch cap

tain's" quarters; some of us had picks and some shovels; we went through the
 
outside gate; we were trying to skedaddle; a lielltenant-I don't know his
 
name-asked me what I was doing round there; he asked me, "Are you a nigger
 
or a white man?" 'l'hen he took off my hat and said, "You are a white man."
 
I said " Yes." He said, "Why the hell did you black your face 1" I said that I
 
had blacked my face to try to run away; then he took hold of me and put me
 
in the stocks; the stocks came round my neck and my hands were stretched
 
o,ut; he gave me twenty-five lashes on my back; when 1 was taken out of the
 
stocks 1 was put in the stockade for fonr hours; then put in thc stocks agaiu
 
for four hours, and then I was put in the stockade again; the lieutenant left me
 
in the stocks.
 

(The prisoner at the request of the ~ounsel stood up.) 
Q. Is that the man who gave you the twenty-five lasheil1 
A. No, sir; I know him; he is the" Dutch captain." The man who gave 

me the twenty-five lashes was a small man-smaller than me; he had no whiskers 
at:;tlI. The man wore a black hat with a feather. Ithink this was in August. 

Oross-examined by JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
A lieutenant whipped me; 1 don't kl'lOW who told him to whip me; himself 

1 think; I did not see Oaptain Wirz; 1 saw Oaptain Wirz when I was down 
in the stockade; 1 never saw the Dutch captain when 1 came out blacked; I 
saw him when I was in the stockade after I came from Richmond; also in ,Sep
tember; 1 was put in the stockade in June; I saw Oaptain Wirz in June and 
in September ; two or three times in all that I saw the Dutch captain. When 1 
blacked myself and came out of' the stockade I went up to Oaptain Wirz's head
quarters; it was about eight or nine o'clock ill the morning; 1 did not see 
Oaptain Wirz when I went up there; I saw him before 1 blacked my face. I 
do not know who gave the orders to have me whipped; the lieutenant put me 
in the stocks himself; 1 do not know who ordered him to do so; 1 think the 
lieutenant was on duty at Oaptain Wirz's office; 1 do not know whether he 
was ordered to put me in the stocks or not; 1 blacked myself to try to run 
away; 1 wanted to run away because 1 felt very bad; 1 was starving; a good 
many aronnd me were starving; 1 wanted to get away because 1 was starving. 
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OCTOBER 2, 1865. 
FREDElUCKGUSCETTI, for the defence: 
I am an Italian; I speak six or seven languages; I have been in the military 

service of the United States, in the 47th New York regiment; I was taken as a 
prisoner to Andersonville; I was captured at the battle of Olustee, Florida, Feb
ruary 20, 1864; I was then taken t~ Tallahassee: Florida; I arrived at Ander
sonville March 28, 1864; fifteen whIte men and SIX colored men went to Ander
sonville with me; some of the wounded prisoners were taken t.o Andersonville 
as soon as they got a little well; they were sent by order of Oaptain' Gibbs, I 
believe' about five hundred prisoners were taken to Tallahassee; I met with 
many prisoners after my arrival at Andersonville; when we were taken to 
Andersonville we were all wounded; I had to be carried in a wagon; all the 
men that came with me from Florida were wounded; some came from Virginia 
wounded. 

THE DlSPOSITON AND CONDUCT OF CAPTAIN WlRZ TOWARDS THE ,PRISONERS. 

I was in the stockade from March 29 till August 28, 1864; I was then 
paroled; I was taken out by a sergeant and brought up to the headquarters of 
Oaptain Wirz; I was at Oaptain Wirz's headquarters from the 28th of August, 
when I was taken out, till the 15th 01' 16th of' November; I first saw Oaptain 
Wirz five or six days after I was taken to Andersonville; there was from 7,000 
to 9,000 prisoners there then, perhaps more; when I was paroled I was sick, 
and one of the doctors asked Oaptain Wirz to take me out; the captain told him 
he should not do so, but the next day he sent orders to take me out; I was 
brought to his headquarters; he told me to stay there and said to me " when 
they want you, you will go to the hospital and do what they ask you." 'I'he 
first time a man was shot by the sentry outside, he was taken out; the sentry 
shot him as he was coming to the river; he shot him with two bullets, one through 
the body and one through the leg; I was inside at that time; Oaptain Wirz 
came in in the morning and I told him that three 01' foul' of us would like to go 
and see that man; he said that he would allow nobody to go ; after a little while, 
when he was going out of the gate. I told him again; he said" well, if they go 
under guard they can go." Dr. White came and I told him that Oaptain Wirz 
had said we might go; I and two other men went to see the man in the hospi
tal; afterwurd when I was in the hospital I used to go with the guard to bring 
men from the stockade to see men in the hospital; this was done foul' times, I 
think. One morning a man came up and told Captain Wirz that he was a 
preacher; and Oaptain Wirz told me to go with him into camp; we went in. 
The man stopped to talk with several of the prisoners; the men were asking 
him when they would be exchanged; he answered-- . 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to witness stating the conversation which 
occurred. 

TheOouRT, after deliberation, sustained the objection. 
The man came in and bought watches; when he came out I told Captain Wirz 

that.that·man who he had seut me in with did nothing but buy watches; Oap
tain ·Wirz sent him with Sergeant Smith down to General Winder; I don't 
know what occurred afterward. 

:Iattempted to escape once on the 4th of July; they did not give us anything 
to eat, and.in the evening I told some of' my friends to tie me up in a blanket 
and I would go out as a dead man; they put me in a blanket, put a cloth over 
my face and carried me into the hospital; in the hospital they put No. 61 on 
uly:breas,t;, they put me iuto the dead-house and kept me there until the last 
wagon came that night; they then took me away dming the night; I knew 
that the orders were to carry away twenty-five bodies ata time, I counted so 
~~n'y dead and placed myself Iwas to be about the twenty-fourth or twenty-

REx. Doc. 23--33 
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fifth; the next morning the men came in to carry away the dead; they cfmnted 
out twenty-four and then it came to my turn; a negro, named" Abe," lifted me 
up and threw me on the wagon-a canvas-covered wagon like a tent-to go to 
the dead-house; when I was carried to the dead-house the negroes took my 
clothes off, so that I had nothing on but a pair of drawers, and I had no 
chance to get away; they carried me out in a wagon to near the kitchen; I had 
not eaten the whole day before, and did not feel strong enough to go away; I 
slipped down from the wagon with the intention of waiting until night, and 
then going to some farmers near by and getting clothes somehow; I was lying 
down when about ten o'clock I saw Turner with the dogs rnn around the 
stockade j I was afraid of him, of course j I then saw him go away j he was going 
10 headquarters j afterwards I saw him with Captain Wirz on horseback; I 
heard afterwards that their object was to discover a hole which had been made 
the night before; in passing around there the dogs found me out and jumped 
towards me; I did not move; I knew that they would not bite me if I did not 
rnn away. Captain Wirz came up and said" What the hell arl1 you doing here 1" 
I told him I was trying to run away; he asked me if I thought I could run away 
without any clothes on; I then told him all about how it was j he took me down to 
the hospital and aflked the steward, or some one of the men in the hospital, to give 
me some clothes j he then put me into the stockade; he said that he had a mind 
to put a ball and chain on me for it; but after all he sent me back into the stock
ade. That was my first attempt to run away j I do not think a great many of 
the prisoners liked to pass off for dead, but many were running away all the 
time-as often as they could. 

'There were in l,he camp a good many little boys who were supposed to have 
been drummers in the army; one day Captain Wirz came in and took one of 
them out j the nex:t day he came in again and took out about thirty; at that time 
a man asked to be taken out and Captain Wirz paid that he took the boys out 
because they could not stand the miasmas in there, and that he would not take 
him out; I saw about thirty boys taken out that day and I know there were 
others in the hospital; some of the boys were in the hospitflJ, some were engaged 
at one headquarters and others at the other headquarters; others were sent out 
for blackberries for sick men j they were sent out for blackberries several times. 
r heard from some of my friends that the nurses made wine with the blackber
ries for themselves-I know that few of the sick ever received it-and that 
they were sent into camp to make pies. 'I'hose nurses were our own men. 

By the JUUGl<J ADVOCATE: 

Friends who were in tIle hospital sick told me the L1urses were our own men. 
. I saw nursp-s who were acting as clerks at the doctors coming round the stock
ade, coming near the south gate, bringing haversacks full of blackberries; those 
blackberries were taken into the camp, and as there were several bakers in the 
camp, they made pies of them. I cannot say that they were the blackberries 
that the boys had gathered. I got sacks at the cook-house myself and sent 
them to some of my friends in the hospital to make shirts out of. 1 never heard 
of Capta~n Wirz ordering things to be sent to the prisoners. '.1 had friends in 
the hospltal and I was allowed by Captain Wirz to go in there. I got some 
sacks from the cook-house and brought them to them to make shirts, and to 
make tents for themselves when they were to be sent sumewhere else. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

On the fourth of July rations were stopped for a whole day. I cannot say 
why they were stopped; f'ome said-

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Don't state what others said. 
I think the prisoners would have died if the rations had been stopped two or 
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three days in succession; I don't believe they could have done that; I never 
knew it to be done. 

Q. Do you know whether the attempts of the nien to escape or burrow out 
had anything to do with the stopping of the rations 1 

A. Captain Wirz once told Sergeant Williams-
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. State nothing that was told you. 
WIT:\TESS. The~ I know nothing about it. I cannot give any answer about 

burrowing out; what I know I heard outside. I was engaged myself in tun
nelling out. Sometimes at roll-call in the morning three or four men would be 
missing, and the rebel sergeant would say to the sergeant of the squad of ninety, 
" If you don't :find those men you don't get rations for the day." Of course we 
would run all over the camp to find the missing men. Sometimes we would 
find that a man was dying or dead, with nobody to report him. We would get 
rations as soon as the man was found. 

Q. Explain how the federal sergeants might have given the men rations 
themselves. 

Objected to by the judge advocate as being too vague. 
Q. (i\lodified.) Can you explain whether federal sergeants had the rations in 

their power to give at those times when they were stopped? 
A. I can; I was punished one day for being absent from roll-call; the rebel 

sergeant told them not to give me any ration that day. In the evening when 
they issued the ration I was present; there was no rebel sergeant there; there 
was a sergeant for our thirty. Instead of twenty-nine rations only twenty-eight 
were issued, but he could as well have given out twenty-nine, there was nobody 
to disturb or prevent him. He could just as well have given me my ration as· 
not. I think he could just as well have given out thirty rations as twenty
eight. 

Q. Had he it frequently in his power to do in that way 1 
A. I can tell as to myself; I cannot tellanything more. 

THE STOCKS. 

I never knew of any stocks inside the stockade; there were not any there. 

TUNNELLING OUT. 

Sometimes we used to beg'in a tunnel in a tent. We would dig holes and 
we would carry the dirt down to the sink in flour bags, or in the sleeves of our 
blouses or shirts. A hole would be dug six, eight, or ten feet deep, and then 
when they worked it under the stockade, they had to dig it further down in 
order to pass that; ten or twenty yards outside the stockade they would carry 
the hole up and so go out. Every morning I saw the negroes coming in, filling 
up the holes. 'When we began to dig the wells, every second or third well was 
a tunnel. 

PRISONERS SHO'r BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

. Chickamauga was a Canadian who used to be in a tent where I was. Several 
of us were digging a tunnel in order to get out. Some five days after a rebel 
officer came in and came to where the hole was and said" Here is a tunnel;" 
his men came in and broke it up. V\Te suspected that somebody had reported 
the matter, but we did not know for sure. About two days and two nights 
afterwards we began another tunnel. 'Ve were about five days on it when one 
morning an officer came in and broke up the hole. A third time we made a 
hole. We then suspected that somebody was reporting our holes. We looked 
around and in the morning we saw Uhickamauga pass the dead-line and go 
where the letter-box was. We did not know what he was going to do. About 
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ten minutes afterwards a lieutenant with a red sash, the officer of the day, carne 
in with a guard and went right' to the place where we had put the sand. We 
had worked the matter so well that we never t.hought anybody could suspect it, 
but he went right up to it and said, "Here is a tunnel."· A big Canadian who 
was there said to him, "Lieutenant, who told you that we made a hole there 1" The 
lieutenant said, " Well, that cripple told me." The cripple was then· between 
the dead-line and the gate; we began to curse him. '1'here were about fifty 
or sixty men where we were, Canadians, Frenchmen, and others, all mixed 
together. There was a low shanty there, and some of the men said they were 
going to hang Chickamauga up there. He was afraid to come inside of the 
dead-line again, int.o the camp. He asked the officer to take him out; the 
officer said that he had not the power to do it; at his instance Uaptain Wirz 
came down inside the south gate on his white mare, and told him to go inside, 
that he would not take him out. '1'he man said that he would not come in, 
that the men wanted to hurt him. Captain Wirz replied, "I have nothing to 
do with that, I cannot help that,; go inside the dead-line or you will be shot." 
'1'he man would not go in. Captain Wirz took out his pistol and said, " If you 
do not go inside the dead-line I will shoot you." The man bared his breast 
and said, " I do not care; shoot me if you want to." Captain Wirz put the 
pistol away and turned his horse to go out; some of our men said, " Bully for 
you," meaning bully for Captain Wirz. We knew that the man was a spy, and 
as Captain Wirz went ont, as he was shutting the gate, some of our men tJok 
hold of this Canadian, " Frenchy"as he was somel:imes called, and pulled him 
inside the dead-line. Almost everybody who was not an American or a German ' 
was called" l!'renchy." This man was now inside the dead-line, but in a few 
moments he passed out again, past the dead-line, and sat down about one yard 
from the dead-line-inside of the dead-line. The guard told him twice to go 
away; he said he would not do it. The guard then took up his musket and 
said he would shoot him if he would not go in, He said" Go in, or I will 
shoot you." The man said" I don't care," and he opened his blouse again. 
The guard shot him. The men were all around there at the time. We told 
him to come inside, as we were not fools enough to cross the dead-line to bring 
him out. '1'here were a great many men around there; it was generally under
stood what Chickamaug'1 had done in the morning, that he had acted as a spy, 
and the men cursed him of course. Captain Wirz was outside the gate when 
the man was shot; the gate was shut. 
. Q. Did you hear any orders given to .thesentry 1 . 

A. When Captain Wirz got outside I do not believe that anybody could hear 
him say anything. 

The JUDGRADVOCATE. State what you did or did not hear. 
WITNESS. Nobody could hear. 
Q. Why could they not hear 1 
A. The stockade was about fifteen feet high and two or three feet thick, and 

the dead-line was about eight or ten steps from the stockade. . 
Q. Did the crowd around there make any noise by talking or hallooing to each
 

other?
 
A. I did not remark a noise. The men always made a noise. The men 

were around me and some of them were cursino- this man. Some of them wanted 
to bring him inside, but they would not cross°the dead·line. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

I never saw any clothing or boxes in the stockade; boxes came, but not into 
the stockade. They came to the headquarters of Captain Wirz. I saw some 
of the boxes brought illto the stockade for the prisoners. I saw them corne in in 
May; about thirty came that I saw. They were small boxes, such as are sent 
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by express; such as northern people sent to the men. Boxes were not frequently 
coming in that way. I saw about thirty in the month of May and three in July. 
There may have been more, but I did lIot see them. There was a letter-box, 
and they put a notice in the letter-box for the men who had boxes. The men 
would then report to the sergeant at the gate. I know that they received their 
boxes in that way. When nobody came to answer a letter which was put into 
the letter-box then the boxes were sent to the hospital. I did not know when 
I was in carpp what they did with them, but when I was out I saw that when 
nobody applied for boxes they were sent to the hospital-the federal prison 
hospital. 

TRADING BETWEEN THE CONFEDERA'l'E TROOPS AND THE PRISONERS. 

There was trading in the stockade between the prisoners and the rebels. 
There was- there a man who used to go out for spades 01' shovels in the morning 
to dig wells. This man used to carry. in double rations, and also haversacks 
full of apples and anything he could get. The men who went out for wood 
would almost always bring in apples, cakes, or anything which they could find 
to buy. The negrges generally brought in salt which they got from the cook. 
hons0. I also saw the guard drop down blankets and sacks from the top of the 
stockade. They would allow us to pass inside the dead-line to get these. We 
used to give them watches and money-greenbacks or confederate money, or 
whatever we had. I saw some sergeants who eame in to call the roll wear 
jackets like our cavalry jackets; I have also seen them wearing black sailor 
pants. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN AWAY FROM PRISONERS. 

I do not know what anybody lllse did when Captain Wirz wanted anything 
which they had. I know that when I went out into the country and bought 
some things for myself and other clerks at headquarters, and when Captain Wirz 
wanted them from me, I would make him pay me for my trouble in bringing 
them. Once I had a hog which I sold him and for which he gave me a hundred 
dollars in confederate money, and when I left Andersonville I asked him for 
gref'nbacks,as I had no more use for confederate money. I saw Captain Wir~ 
and the sergeants take things away from Stoneman's raiders, but they never 
took anything away from me or any other paroled man. I made him pay for 
everything he got from me. When Stoneman's raiderlJ came everything which 
they had was taken from them-blankets and snch things as that, of course, they 
had not. At headquarters they were searched and hal taken from them pistols, 
money, silver spoons, forks, portraits, and watches. One had a silver candle
.stick. I know men who said that they took away portraits that belonged to 
their families. 

Q. Do yOIl know anything about a lady there recognizing a portrait which 
had been taken from these raiders? 

The judge advocate objected to the question. 
Mr. BAKER said that one of the most affecting parts of the evidence for the 

prosecution had been that which seemed to show that Captain Wirz had taken 
from prisoners the portraits of their wives and sweethearts. The defence pro
posed to show that these portraits were really pictures of southern women, which 
the raiders had taken from southern families. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. The gentleman asks the witness to state what a lady 
said, which is mere hearsay evidence. To make the evidence worth anything 
thelady should be produced.. 
··Mr. BAKER. How does the court know that the portraits mentioned in the evi
dence for the prosecution were portraits of prisoners, relatives or friends, except 
by the testimony of the witness, who states what he heard the men say 1 The 
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evidence which I propose to offer is anaiogous to that which has been presented 
by the prosecution. . 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE, (to witness.) Was the. lady present when the raiders 
were searched 1 . 

A. She came afterwards; she had received a letter. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. 'I'hen how can we know that the picture claimed by 

this lady some daYH afterward was one which had been taken from the raiders 1 
The evidence offered by the prosecutiol). went to show that the prisoner robbed 
a soldier of a picture which this soldier said was the picture of his wife. If this 
lady had been presen~ at the time when the prisoners were searched and had 
claimed a certain picture as hers, the defence might properly have shown that 
fact. 

The court, after deliberation, sustained the objection. 
I saw knapsacks taken away from a lot of men who came in in September. 

That is all they took. Once Oaptain Wirz sent back to his regiment a rebel 
sergeant for taking a knife away from a prisoner. I know of Captain Wirz re
turning to prisoners things which had been wrongfully taken from them. One 
day some prisoners had come from Virginia, and an officer commanding a squad 
handed to Captain 'Virz seven or eight watches. Captain Wirz asked him, 
.. Whose are they 1 What can I do with them 1" The officer said that his 
men had taken them away from the prisoners, and that he had taken them away 
from his men. Captain Wirz asked the men who owned them; the men came 
out and said they belonged to them. Captain Wirz gave the watches into the 
hands of the sergeant appointed to command the squad, and he gave the watches 
to the men; whether they were the owners or not T don't know ; he gave them 
to as many men as there were watches. I do not know about money coming 

. in letters, bnt letters which came there and which I had to read coutained, some 
them, five cents, and some of them ten cents. 

Q. While you were in the stockade did Captain Wirz send in any money or 
anything of that kind to prisoners 1 

A. I told you before that boxes came in. 

PRISONERS WHIPPED BY V"IHZ'S ORDER. 

I saw the negro, Hawkins, often, when I was out in the country. One evening 
I was out with two other men to the house of a gentleman in the country by 
the name of Dick Penn. As we were coming' llOme we passed through a field 
and saw men at work there digging. I came back to the camp with the two 
men, and when I was coming back on the road I met Hawkins and another man 
coming down to the camp. I passed them without saying anything. T heard 
them curse our men, and say that they would put the dogs after either Yankees 
or rebels. The next morning Dick Penn came down to Captain Wirz and 
reported that two of our men had robbed his field of potatoes. Captain Wirz put 
the two men in the stocks, one lying down and the other standing. In the 
evening I left again to go into the country-the same part of the country where 
Dick Penn lived-and as T was walking past his field, I heard one man telling 
another-

Q. Were they stealing potatoes? 
A. They were digging potatoes; they took a big bag full, a bushel and a 

half or two bushels, and carried it down to the house of a lady named Mrs. 
Smith; they went into the shanty and left the bag outside ; I saw the bag of 
potatoes there and told the man who was with me to put it on his shoulder, and 
we went home; wheu we got back we put the· potatoes in headquarters. The 
next morning Dick Penn came around again to Captain Wirz and told him that 
some more of the men bad stolen his potatoes ; -Captain Wirz said he would find 
out who it was; while he was speaking Dick Penn saw the bag and said that it 
belonged to him; he asked who brought it there; I was not present; the other 



TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 519 

man told him that it was brought there by a man named Llrzie; he was a friend 
of mine j .they put him in the stocks. I was told of the matter, and I told Cap
tain Wirz that I took that bag from one of our negroes, who had left it outside 
of the shanty where a lady named Mrs. Smith lived. He asked who was the 
man' I saidjt was dark-that I could not see who it was. Dick Penn brought 
a negro slave and asked if he was the man j I said I did not know who he waS j 

he asked the other man, and he said it was a Yankee white negro. We had only 
two white negroes; one was Fisl1:Jr,!and the other. this one, but this one was 
lame' they brought him there and asked him if he had the bag there; he saill 
that he had not-that the white man had. I said" No, you had the bag there j I 
took it from you j" Dick Penn and Mrs. Smith said that they saw this man. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. You need not state that. 
They sent for Turner, and Oaptain Wirz told him to give that man a good 

licking; he was to be licked because it was said that he stole potatoes and 
forged a pass. He had two passes j one was like a farmer's, giving permission to 
his slave to go somewhere to visit his family; the other was signed by Captain 
Wirz. He had been the means of having two or three punished for his guilt; 
they were in the stocks; as soon as they found him out they let the others go. 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ FROM ANDERSONVILLE IN THE SUMMER 
OF 1864. 

About five days after I came out of the stockade Captain Wirz was not sick, 
but he used to walk very much like a man that had been sick-a convalescent, 
and about the middle of September he did not come to the headquarters; 'he 
kept his own hO.llse; I .was at his house and saw him; he was in bed. When 
he caIIle back to the headquarters he was very feeble, and the quartermaster 
used to give him an ambulance wagon to go home in. In his headquarters he 
had a bed on which he wOldd lie down the most of the day. I know of Captain 
Wirz having to be carried once; I took his horse away, and when the time came 
for him to go home the ambulance was not sent, and as I had his horse away 
he could not ride that j he could not walk, and they haC! to carry hi m on a stretcher. 
During the few weeks he was complaining he would come down in the morning 
and lie down on his bed, and after a time his horse would be sent for and he 
would ride out to General Winder's, which was not far; sometimes he would 
not come back, and sometimes he would come back and lie down again; that • 
continued about ten dayR 01' so. He was sick two different times; the first was 
from "the 5th to the 10th of September, and the second was from the 20th to 
the 25th of September. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

I never saw Captain Wirz with a riCIing whip; I never saw Captain Wirz 
ride anything but the white mare. One day I asked Captain Wirz to let me go 
with a gentleman in the country, some sixteen miles; he told me, " I will let 
you go, but if you run away I will shoot you like a dog." I said" all right." 

;1 took away his pistol to take out the powder; I took out the bullet and found 
there was no powder in the chamber. I came back the next day and the cap
tain said nothing about it. Three or four days afterwards a sergeant broke his' 
pistol, and brought it to Captain Wirz and told him it was broken, and that it 
should be repaired. Captain Wirz said, " 'l'ake this one here." He told him some
thing else, but I did not hear what he said; he used to leave the pistol there in 
the night when he was there sick. One day I had a fight with one of the rebel 
sergeants, and that night the clerk was afraid that the rebel sergeant would 
come in. I took Captain Wirz's. sword, and one of the men took the pistol, but 
when he pulled back the hammer he found that the mahlspring was broken. 
At that time Captain Wirz did not carry a revolver much; he used to wear the 
belt, but not the revolver. I do not know anything about other revolvers. When 
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I was out he had those two revolvers; the mainsprin~ of one of those pistols 
was broken, and in the other there was rio powder. (To the court.) It was one 
of our army revolvers; I took the bullet out'and found there was no powder in 
it. I only took out one of the bullets, and then I put it back; I put the bullet 
back so that he would not remark it; then I did not care whether he would 
shoot at me or not. 1 never saw Captain Wirz shooting or kicking men-more 
than pushing them into ranks; I never heard of his killing a man until I came 
here; if he did not kill a man so secretly away out of camp, so that nobody 
could hear it, I think I should have heard of it if such a thing had been done. 

EFFORTS OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TO GET AWAY FROM ANDERSONVILLE. 

Q What do you know about Captain Wirz resigning, or trying to resign, in 
order get away from there? 

A. I know that he once said-
The JUDGE AIJ"fJCATE objected to the witness continuing the answer, on the 

ground that what the prisoner said was not proper evidence. 
Mr. BAKER. I believe I shall have to insist that this point shall be ruled upon 

by the court.,What we desire to show is, that Captain Wirz made exertions 
with General Winder to have his resignation accepted so that he could go to the 
Trans-Mississippi department. We desire to give evidence of his acts and 
language. 

'I'he PRESIDENT. We have decided this question over and over again. 
A MEMBER of the COURT, (to Mr. Baker.) You might as well put the pris

oner on the stand and ask him the same question. 
Mr. BAKER. If the court holds that the question has br,en mled upon already, 

I shall not press it, but I must endeavor in every possible way to show the in. 
tentions of Captain Wirz sofar as they may exculpate him from the charges 
against him. According to the books, the language of the prisoner can be given 
in evidence to exhibit the absence of malice. 

The PRESIDEN'.r. If such language accompany acts. 
Mr. BAKER. Whether accompanying acts or not, the language of the prisoner, 

on a charge of murder, could be given in evidence as showing the intention or 
general disposition. We propose to give both acts and language accompanying 
acts. I do not know that the question has evr,r been passed upon by the court. 
. The PRESIDENT. The members of the court seem to desire not to vote upon 
the matter, because they have already voted upon it. 

Mr. BAKER. If that fact will appear upon the record I will not insist upon 
having the question decided. 

The JUDGE ADYOCATE. I would like it also to appear on the record that there 
is an additional objection to this evidence, that it is not material as a defence. 
Whether the prisoner sought to leave Andersonville or not, does not affect the 
question at issue, because his object might have been to go to some other place 
to institute another slaughter-pen. 

WIRZ'S ABILITY TO USE BOTH 01<' HIS ARMS. 

I know that Captain Wirz's right arm was crippled. When he used to ride on 
horseback, he could not use his right arm to get into the saddle. He always 
used his left arm, and when he was very badly sick I had to give a chair to 
mount on horseback, and I also had to lift him on his horse. 

MEN BITTEN BY '.rHE DOGS. 

There were two Canadians who were both called" Frenchy." '.rhis man 
used to be near my tent. He ran away fonr times and was captured and sent 
back into camp. He passed without punishment three times, and the foui'th 

. time there was a ball-and-chain put upon his feet. He made his escape again; 
I did not see him until he was brought back. I heard Captain Wirz order him 
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to be placed, with twelve other paroled prisoners, in a chain-gang-; when he was 
brought down to the smith, he managed to run away. '1.'he officer, Lieutenant 
Hill, I believe, did not remark his escape until he came to the smith, when he 
found there waR one man less; he went to Oaptain Wirz and told h:m that one 
man had run away. OaptaillWirz looked at the men and said" Frenchy has 
tun off again;" he sent for Tumer to find out where Frenchy was; the dogs. 
found out his track and followed and caught him i he was brought back with 
Turner's dogs; Oaptain Wirz was along with them; Oaptain Wirz had on a 
pair of white pants which were very muddy; the captain told him he would not 
send him back to the stockade, but would send him to the guard~tent, and he 
called Sergeant Slnith and sent Frenchy to the guard-tent. Afterwards I came 
down to him and asked him about running away; I said" you cannot run away 
any more; you have too much watching." He said: " I do not care.; I will try 
again." I asked him if he was not afraid of Oaptain Wirz, and he answered 
me-

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. You need not state what transpired between you and 
him. 

Frenchy had on a pair of raggish pants; he did not say whether he was torn 
by the dogs or not; I asked him if he was hurt, and he told me " that did not 
hurt me i" that means in French, in which he expressed himself, that it did 
not hurt him much. He said that he did not care for Captain Wirz, that the 
dog who barked did not bite much i that was the expression he used. I did not 
see that he was torn at all; he was lying down in the gual;d-tent; he i'an away 
again, but I did not see him; I heard that he ran away near Macon; I once saw 
Turner come in with his dogs and twelve confederate soldiers. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 
I found one hundred and five wells in the camp when I left the place; there 

was water in most of them;. some of them had been dug only for the purpose of 
making tunnels; at first there was very bad water there; they used the water 
of the branch, and the cooks used to make that water so dirty that it could not 
be used. Then we commenced digging wells; they were dug twenty-five feet 
deep on the south side, and on the north side a great deal deeper-fifty or fifty, 
five feet. The wells were dug with spades, of course i we had a few spades and 
axes in the camp; every morning the fatigue squad used to go out and bring in 
lots of spades, picks, and other things to clean the camp with. 

VACCINATION. 

I was vaccinated there myself; I came tn one morning and found one. doctor 
in confederate clothes and another in citizen clothes; I went down to see if 
there was any news about exchange, and I found they were beginning to vac
cinate in the hospital, which was then in the stockade; they vaccinated several 
men-over two whole squads; I do not know how many were vaccinated-five 
hundred, or it may be two thonsand. I knew almost thirty men to be !lore or 
sick from vaccination; they were mostly Germans; they had big large wounds 
in the arm; the· others were not sick or sore from vaccination; I was vacci
nated with forty other Italians; several of us had woollen sleeves, and we cut 
them over the sore; we washt'd our arms with water as clean as we could, and 
I think it was that plan that kept us right; none of my comrades were sick; 
hut I saw several who came with me fl'om Florida, mostly Germans, who had 
large and bad wounds on their arms. 

THEDEPOSITION AND CONDUCT OF CAP.TAIN WIRZ TOWARDS THE PRISONERS. 

Oross-examined by the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
When I ran away and Oaptain Wirz brought me to the hospital I asked him 

if he could not keep me out; he asked me if I could work in the woods 01' so ; 
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I told him I could not do that, but I would try; Captain Wirz did not ask nie 
if I was of the same country as himself; I spoke, to him in French; his language 
was German; I am an Italian Swiss, and Captain Wirz is a German Swiss; I 
did not know Captain Wirz in the old country; I do not know why I was shown 
so much favor there; I saw that other clerks were scared tqo much about him 
and I was not; many a time he told me to do a thing and I would not do it; I 
told him I would not work, and if he made me work I would go back into the stock
ade, so that I was a long time out there without doing anything; I never spied 
anything about the soldiers; I was employed outside as interpreter for men in
side the hospital. I would go in with the priest or the doctor into the hospital. 
Captain Wirz let me come and go as I pleased; he let me go into the country 
once for sixteen miles; he gave me at one time permission to go sixteen miles 
into the country with his horse; I came back two days afterwards; the other 
men told me that he said when I had gone, that I had run away with his horse. 
I told him when I came back tbat he couid be sure I would not runaway. 
Captain Wirz showed me more favor than to others; I did not serve him better 
than I served others; I served myself. Captain Wirz talked with me at head
quarters as with other clerks; I never traded any with the soldiers; I never pur
chased anything from a federal soldier; I used to go out and buy things for 
myself, and sometimes when I had more than I wanted Captain Wirz WQuld buy 
it from me, but I would make him pay for the trouble; I made him pay for 
what I brought there, and twice as much; I did not do it with anybody else; 
I never gave Captain Wirz any information; I never did anything but bring 
him goods which I had boul:\'ht for myself and gave them to him for money; he 
took me out of the stockade to go into the hospital anwcamp and interpret for any 
one who could not speak the English language. Captain Wirz treated me well; 
I had plenty to eat, and he put me in the 'stocks too; I do not know what he 
did with others; I know they did not like the treatment they had. _ 

Captain Wirz took about thirty boys out of the stockade; there was one of 
those little boys at Captain Wirz's house and another at the headquarters, and 
another at hospital headquarters, and another in the hospital. There were some 
two or three more going about there, 1 do not knew where they belonged;, I 
heard Captain Wirz remark to one of the prisoners that he took the boys out of 
the stockade because it was not fit for them. I heard the man say that he wanted 
to go out himself; Captain Wirz said that he did not take out the boys to work, 
but that it was too miserable a place for the boys to live in. 

By the OOURT: 

I did not say that Captain Wirz knew that I was his countryman; I may 
have told him I was, some:time when I was outside, but before I went out he did 
not know it. One day he spoke German, and 1 spoke German too. Captain 
Wirz paroled me because I spoke se"eral languages. 

When I tried to escape the dogs found me out, and Captain Wirz came down 
riding with 'rurner. He asked me what I was doing there; I told him that I 
was trying to run away. He asked me if I wanted to run away naked, and I 
told him I would have tried to get some clothes. He brought me to the hos
pital, where a steward gave me some clothes. I suppose he ~id not punish me 
because he thought I had suffered enough by passing my night with the dead, 
and having nothing to eat the day before. I saw other men besides myself who 
were not punished. I asked Captain Wirz not to send me back to the stockade, 
as I had suffered too much there. He then said to me, " Can you cut wood ?" 
I said, "No, sir, I cannot do that, but I will try." This conversation was car
ried on in French; he could not speak Italian. Captain Wirz brought me with 
him to the hospital and got a sailor's shirt for me from a dead man, and a pair of 
black pants. Then I was brought back to the stockade. Sergeant Smith 
brought me to the stockade; I staid there the whole of July and up to August 
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28th. I was out once during that time; I went to the hospital to see a man, 
that was all. Dr. White knew that I spoke several languages, and the priest 
knew it. Another time that I was outside Captain Wirz took me up to the head
quarters and told me that I could stay there. I acted as interpreter in the hos
pital and in the stockade too. I belonged to the headquarters and drew my 
rations with the other clerks there. Sometimes I was three or four days with· 
out going to the hospital at all, and sometimes I would go in the morning and 
come back in the afternoon. I spent all the rest of the time at headquarters, 
when I was not in the hospital or inthe country. I had no bed at headquarters; 
I slept on the ground. The headquarters were two large tents. I had no cov
ering; it was summer time, and we did not need covering. We slept inside of' 
tents. All the clerks at headquarters slept in the tent with me. I was on an 
eouality with the clerks at headquarters, and I drew the same rations. Our 
rations at headquarters were the ·same as in the camp. We had enough to eat. 
We had about one pound corn bread, a quarter or haIfa pound of meat and 
rice. I got my rations at the cook house. The rations were not measured out 
to us; the cooks gave us just what we could use. .We did not go and get as 
much as we wanted; there was a little note made out by Mr. Martin, the chief 
clerk, which was brought up to the cook house, and there the messenger got 
rice, bacon, pork, or whatever it was.. I ate with the clerks. I took my meals 
in the second tent near to where we slept. I wore black pants and a sailor's 
shirt. Captain Wirz g'ave them to me in the hospital; they were got from a 
dead man. I had a change of clothing while I was at beadquarters; I had 
shirts made of sacks. I never weut into the stockade with Captain Wirz; I 
never went anywhere with him. Captain Wirz was sick at his house and I went 
there to ask him to let me go away with the sailors. I proposed to Captain 
Wirz t6 let me go away, but he would not do it. He did not punish me for 
making such a proposition to him. He told me he could not let me go, and I 
returned to headquarters. 

Q. If you wanted to escape so badly that you imitated a dead man, permitted 
yourself to be thrown into a wagon with a pile of dead men, and remained in 
the dead-house all night suffering from hunger, why did you not escape when 
you had such liberties? 

A. I had given my parole of honor not to run away. I signed my parole at 
headquarters. I think that parole bound me; I gave my private parole not to 
run away. I did not swear to the parole, I only signed it. Captain Wirz 
trusted his horse to others; he gave it to Duncan, and to Mr. Bowers to get 
yeast to make white bread for the sick. I do not know how far they went with 
the horse. . They were not on duty. They had flour for the sick men in the 
stOCkade, and wanted to get yeast, and Duncan came and asked him for his 
hdrse for that purpose. Duncan was acting as quartermaster. Bowers used to 
bring in rations to th9 camp. Duncan and Bowers were rebels. I did not get 
far :when I attempted to escape; I was right near by. I could not go away, for 
I wall naked, having' nothing on hut a pair of light 'drawers. I saw a man at 
headquarters, who they said was an informer, riding Captain Wirz's horse, but 
I did not see anyone else. 

THE CHARGES OF MUHDFR AGAINST WIRZ. 

-By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
. T!sllw"Captafn Wirz push soldiers into the ranks. I never saw him kick sol

diers.lsaw Captain Wirz menacing prisoners with a revolver; he menaced 
me too once. He held his revolver in his left hand; he never used his right 
hlln~ ~xcept for writing. . 

WIRZ's ABILI:rV TO USE BOTH HIS ARMS. 

Captain.Wirz used his left hand in mounting his horse. He always used only 
one hand ; he used to lift himself up like a woman. Even feeble as he was he 



524 

I 

TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

could not use his two hands. From the time I carhe out of the stockade until 
I left, he was always very feeble. :£ do not know that the weakness of his arm 
depended on his sickness; I know that his arrrr was feeble. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

Rations were stopped inside the stockade on the 4th July. They were not 
stopped altogether at any other time; they were stopped from some squads. 
once saw that they did not bring anything at all iuside; that was the 4th of 
July. No one at the south gate certainly got anything that day. On other 
days I know that some squads or messes did not get their rations; they were 
squads who could not find men who were absent. So far as my knowledge goes 
rations were not stopped for a man running away, but they were stopped until it 
was found that 'the man absent had run away; after that was found out they got 
their rations. It was not the order to stop the rations of the whole division if 
one man ran away. A cOllfederate sergeant for instance would find that a man 
was absent,and would ask the sergeant of the squad where he was. The ser
geant of the squad would not know. Men would be sent around the camp to 
look for him. Sometimes a man would be found sick in his tent who had not 
received any rations for one or two days: The,camp police often found me~ so, 
and often bucked and gagged sergeants for allowing it. I have known some 
men to be without rations for two days. On that 4th July I got nothing to 
eat; I ran away because I did not like the prison j there was very poor eat
ing in the prison. I c()uld stand it myself, because I was always very healthy. 
Out of ninety-one countrymen of mine only four died. We were healthy and 
used to that kind of living, but I know that a great many other men died. 

Q. Did you allow yourself to be .put into the dead-wagon, laid along with 
corpses, and left in the dead-house all night forthe purpose of escaping from a 
place where you got enough to eat? 

A. Yes; that dead-house was a horrible place. I was lying alongside of 
dead bodies; some of them had gangrene, and some had their legs off. 

Q. And you subjected youi'self to all that suffering merely to escape from a 
place where you got enough to eat 1 

A. I told you that :£ did not have enough to eat, but I could stand it. A 
rebel came in with the wagon and issued the rations to the sergeants of the 
squads. The sergeants divided the into three parts. I can say by my sight 
that no rations were given out on the 4th of July. I cannot tell whether the 
sergeants kept rations from the men on the 4th of July. The rations were 
not stopped at that time because federal sergeants would not give them to the 
men. I spoke about particular men. I said that, if the sergeant wished, he 
might just as well make twenty-nine instead of twenty-eight rations, and let me 
have mine. All I know in that respect is what I suffered from the hands of one 
sergeant. I _do not know whether the sergeants kept rations out of the hands of 
soldiers. If they asked the rations the confederate sergeants would give them to 
them. I know of otber federal sergeants keeping rations from federal soldier:s 
There was a man belonging to a squad on the north side of the camp, who used to 
come down to us, his countrymen, who were on the south side. On some occa
sions he got up too late for the distribution of rations, and he did not get any. 
The sergeant kept his ration, because he was not present at roll-call. This 
applied to particular persons. I cannot speak generally. When rations were 
stopped from a division the federal sergeants were not responsible; they were 
not to blame. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

I saw thirty boxes br()ught into the stockade, but understand they were small 
boxes-every size that families sent to soldiers in the army. Those were the 
only boxes I saw in the stockade. I saw three boxes afterwards. The thirty 
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boxes that I saw was when I was inside the stockade. The contents of these 
boxes were distributed to the men. '1'he'names were upon these boxes. Some 
of them were directed" by Richmond," and there were those red tickets upon 
them-express tickets, I suppose. I do not know where the boxes came from. 
The boxes were given to the soldiers who owned them. I saw one man open
ing his box. I saw the boxes after they were opened, and I know they were 
opened uy the men who owned them. The box that I saw opened contained a 
comfortable, two pairs of draws, two shirts. 

Q. Was he allowed to keep them? 
A. There was no one there to impede him or take them away. He kept 

them. 
PRISONERS SHOT BY WIRZ'S ORDER. 

I witnessed the drath of Chickamauga. Some of the men were saying that 
this man was a poor cripple, and they pitied him, and some there who knew who 
he was-a great part-cursed him. '1'here was not a great deal of noise. I do 
not know their purpose or intention, but I know they got him out of the dead
line and pack into the camp. 1'hat was before Captain Wirz left the camp. 
The guard snapped his piece once before he fired. The guard pulled up his piece 
and cocked it again; be looked out, pointed it at Chickamauga, and 8hot him 
through the head. I next ~aw Captain Wirz about eight or ten days afterwards. 
I did not see him again on that occasion. After Chickamauga was shot, I fol
lowed on, first to about the middle of the camp, to see where he went, and then 
I got back to my tent. I was badly lamed at that time. After the shooting, 
I.saw a man with the sentry at the sentry-box from my tent. It was long 
enough after that forme t'l make fifty steps. It took me about five minutes to 
go to my tent. I looked back from my tent,. and saw some one besides the seil
try at the sentry-box. I do not know who it was. I cannot say whether 
Captain Wirz went to the sentry-box or not-I am not sure. I saw the sentry 
at the sentry-box. Captain Wirz was not besidB him; 1;he sentry was alone. 
In about five minutes afterwards I looked up to the sentry-box and Sl"j.W a man 
there besides the sentry. I looked up after the sentry fired. I heard here in 
court that Captain Wirz went up to the sentry-box immediately after the shot 
was fired. I cannot say that it is the fact. I cannot swear that Captain Wirz 
did not go up to the sentry-box at that time. I swear that I do not know. I 
sw~ar that I heard men say so here in the COUl't, but I don't know it myself. 

Q. Do you swear that you did not hear his voice after he went out of the 
stockade 1 

A. As soon as the gate was closed I could not possibly bear bis voice. 
Q. Do you say it was not possible for anybody to hear from inside the 

stockade. 
A. I do not know as to other ears. I said it was not possible for me to 

hear it. 
.. Q. Was it possible for anybody else to hear him? 
A. Believe it was pretty hard. 
Q. Do you swear that he did not give orders to the sentry to fire at Chicka

mauga 1 
A,. I swear that I did not hear him. 
Q. Do you not recollect that the sentry said that he would not fire, and that 

he refused to fire 1 . 
.A. I do not know, and I cannot swear that the sentry did say something, and 

I coulll.nottell what he said. 
.'. Q.Did. he hesitate to fire? . Did he refuse or appear to regret to fire? 
:,A, I did not see anybody order him to fire. Before he fired, htl did look 

(lownthis way and that, and then he fired. I was called, in the army, a blind 
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man. I have big- eyes, but a very short development of sight. I am not a 
blind man, but I am very short-sighted. I could not tell at a distance of fifty 
feet whether it was Captain Wirz. I cannot see at that distance whether a man 
has a beard or not, or whether he is a negro or a white. When I wear short
sighted glasses, I can see pretty well. I had no glasses on at that time. I see 
a man there-(pointing to where the prisoner sat)-I see a man there with a 
black beard, but I cannot swear that it is him. There is a man standing in the 
light among the audience. I know him because he is a friend of miue, but I 
could not recognize a person with whom I was not acquainted. I would not 
rely upon my recognizing a man, with whom I was not very familiar, at twenty 
feet distance. 

THE CREDIBILITY OF THE WI'fNESS, FREDERICK GI1SCETTJ. 

I have been a good deal employed in doing nothing since I came to this city. 
I wrote an article before I left New York; I did not write it myself, but I 
furnished it to a lawyer named Reichart; he wrote the article. He asked me 
if I was willing to sign my name to it, and I said yes. That article was published 
in the· Daily News. It was nothing but asking some funds for the defenee of 
Captain W irz, as he was a poor man. I t was put in the paper long after the 
thing was written. It was published about the 27th or 29th of last month. I 
am sure it was written in New York. When Captain Wirz used to send me out 
to .the farms to buy goods for his house, he often told me that the moneY)le gave 
me he had to spare hom his pay; I have heard him say the like to others at his 
~wife's farm. On that authority I stated to the world that he was a poor man. 
I stated nothing but that. I have a copy of the letter. 

. Q. Is this (handing to the witness a printed slip of paper) the letter? 
A. Yes, that is the letter. I have a copy of it. 
Mr. BAKER. I object to thiseourse of examination. It is a subjeet I have not 

examined at all. I was held to the strict rule that I could not cross-examine 
on any subject that was not touched in the direct examiuation. 

The PRESIDENT. You would uot try to affect the credit of your own witness. 
Mr. BAKER. I did nat try to affect the credit of any witness or throw any 

slur upon him. 
TheJuDGb: ADVOCATE. I want to discredit this witness in any way I can, 
lVIr. BAKb:R. You can try to discredit him in any way the law permits, but 

you are held to the rule that you cannot cross-examine the witness upon any 
subject upon which I have not examined him. 

The PRb:SJDENT. Counsel would have a right to dip-credit witnesses for the 
government if he thought proper. 

lVIr. BAKER. So far as any discredit from writing this letter is concerned, I 
consider it an honor to this witness. Therefore I do not stop the examination 
upon that ground. 

After deliberation the objection was overruled, and the judge advocate read the 
following letter: 

TRIAL OF CAPTAIN WIRZ. 

To the Editor of the NelD York News: 
Captain Henry Wirz, at present on trial before a military commission at Washington, is a 

poor man, having a wife and three children depending on the charity.of friends for their sup
. port. He is entirely without the means of defraying those expenses which are unavoidable 

for a person who must singly and alone defend himself against the proseclltion of the govern
ment. The sentiment in favor of a fair and perfectly just trial of any and all the state 
prisoners is so universal, that some of the personal friends of Captaln Wirz take this method 
of appealing to all such as may feel interested in knowing that the accused has not wanted a 
fair and full opportnnity for presenting the whole of his case in its true aspect before the 
tribunal charged with decidil)g bis fate. Hence they ask for contribution of funds for that 
purpose, to be sent to the editor ofthis paper, to be by him forwarded to the consul-general 
of Switzerland at Washington. 
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.. It is hoped that the countrymen of Captain Wirz. and the adopted citizens generally, will 
feel it a .duty devolving upon them especially, without allowing other considerations to 
prejudice his case.

All acquainted with facts in the case, and willing to testify for Captain Wirz, are requested 
to forward their names and address to L. Schade, esq., attorney at law,· Washington, D. C., 
with a statement of what they can testify to. . 

F. GUSCETTI. 
(Western papers please copy.) 

Q. How did you happen to take such extraordinary interest in this case 1 
Mr. BAKER. I object to the question. In the first place the jndge advocate 

aSsumes that the witness has taken an extraordinary interest in this case. 
The.JUDGE ADVOCATE. It is a fair assumption from the letter I have just 

read. 
Mr. BAKIoJR. The letter is a very just letter, and one that would do credit to 

the judge advocate or anybody else.. I only wish it was myself who had writ
ten it. 

After deliberation the objection was overruled and the question was repeated 
to the witness. 

A. I was always, myself, treated well by Oaptain Wirz, and when I wrote 
this article, or had it written, I was in company with several other men who had 
been treated weU by Oaptain Wirz. They said they could not come here as 
witnesses for him. I implicated nobody in the letter, but stated what I wished 
to see, that he should be tried justly. 

'1'he JUDGIoJ ADVOCATE. You need not argue the case.
 
WIT:'IIoJSS. I did not argl1e the case.
 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. You felt yourselffriendly to Oaptain Wirz 1
 
WITNESS. Yes, I felt grateful to him for what he had done for me.
 
'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATIoJ. It seems that you ruled Oaptain Wirz down there,
 

rather thau he you; explain that.
 
lVIr. BAKER. I ask the court not to permit this class of questions.
 
Question withdrawn.
 

PRISONERS WHIPPED BY WIRZ'S ORDIoJR. 

Q. You started out fO tell about an affair with the colored man Hawkins, 
and you ended with the colored man Fisher; what had Hawkins to do with the 
matter, and what hail Fisher to do with it, or had either anything to do with it 1 

A. There were only two what they called white negroes-mulattoes-in the 
prison, who used to go out to work, and these were the men. I told you I did 
not wish to report who the men were; I knew, well enough who they were. 

.Q. Did you know that they went out to get potatoes 1 
A. It was too dark to see who they were. You interrupted me in telling the 

story. l knew who the men were. I did not give orders to the negro to take 
the potatoes; I was out with a white man. '1'he darkey stole the potatoes and 
'I took them away from the darkey; he stole the potatoes and I took possession 
of them. I had to report the facts to Oaptain Wirz the next day. I had to say 
that. we took them away from him. We intended to use the potatoes ourselves; 

'we did. not intend to give them to Oaptain Wirz. If to take them from another 
thief was stealing, then I stole them. 

.. By the OOURT : 
,ldid not tell Oaptain Wirz that Hawkins stole the potatoes. He asked me 

from ",hom I got them, and I told him all I have said about it. It was Mrs. 
Smith that told him about Hawkins. Hawkins was not whipped in consequence 
of my statement; he was whipped on what Mrs. Smith said to Oaptain Wirz. 
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THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ FROM ANDI<:RSONVILLE IN THE SUMMER 
OF 1864. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I cannot swear certainly what day in the midille of September Captain Wirz . 

was sirk and confined to bed. It w.as when the sailors were sent off. I went 
out to Oaptain Wirz's house and saw him in his bed with his wife in the room 
Ileal' him. I asked him in French if he would allow me to go away with the 
sailors. He told me he could not do it; that he had orders only to send away 
sailors, white and colored. At that time Oaptain Wirz was on duty, but Ser
geant Smith attended to his duty when Captain Wirz could not come. Oaptain 
Wirz was sick two or three days; I think for near three days he did not come 
to headquarters. That was the time the sailors left there. I was not out of the 
stockade before when Captain Wirz was sick. I knew that he was sickly, but I 
did not know that he was sick at home. I knew nothing about CaptainWirz 
being sick then, only after I was out of the.stockade. Captain Wirzwas sick 
three days after I came out of the stockade; that was the only time. He was 
always sickly. 

VACCINATION. 

I saw men vaccinated only once. I saw about 500, but there might have 
been 6,000 vaccinated. I saw a lot going down to be vaccinated. I know that 
they went for the purpose of being vaccinated. I think they were vaccinated. 
I saw some 500 men go down in two squads to where the doctors were vacci
nating. I was in camp when I saw them. I did not ~o with them. I saw them 
when they came back, holding their arms as if they were vaccinated., I saw 
30 myself there in the camp, sick, or after they were dead, who had suffered 
from vaccination. I saw some of them at the dead·line in the dead-house. I 
was vaccinated, and washed my arm afterwards. I had the shirt cut off above 
where I was vaccinated. I w'ashedmy arm because I was told it wonld do me 
good. When I was vaccinated in the 6ld country I did not do that. I did not 
say that those who washed the vaccinated sore did not get sick, and did not 
lose their arms j I said that myself and my friends did that, without knowing if 
it would be ~ood or not. We did not suffer from the vaccination. Themen 
around me-5, 6, 8, lO-washed their arms after the vaccination. I only saw 
30 men who suffered from the vaccination; I saw some 500 men going to be 
vaccinated, and I saw them c',ming back as if they had been vaccinated; I saw 
them coming back the same day. That was the only time I saw them. I only 
know 'of some 30 who were sick from vaccination. 'flie others might have been 
all sick. but I only saw some 30 of them. 

OCTOBER 3, 1865. 
.ANTO:'<IO MANONI, for the defence: 
'I have been in the United States ar.ny, in the 7th Connecticut regiment. I 

was in the, United States army three years. I was a prisoner at Andersonville. 
I arrived there on the first of May. I remained there five months. I went 
away on the 15th of September. We were sent to Florence, and on the way I 
esca:J?ed by jumping from the cars, and on the 23d day of October came within 
our hnes and was sent to Beaufort, and thence to an island the name of which I 
do not know. 

At the suggestion of the judge advocate, the further examination of this wit
ness was postponed until the services of an interpreter could be procured, .he 
being unable to speak the English language so as to be under~tood. 
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THE REPUTATION OF CAPTAIN WIRZ PREVIOUS TO HIS GOING TO A:'JDER

SONVILLE.
 

JOSI';PH THURINGER, for the defence: 
I am a soldier in the army of' the United States. I belong to the 18th vete

ran reserves. I know Captain Wirz. I saw him when I was a prisoner under 
him at Tuscaloosa, Alabaful!.} it was in 1861. 

Q. Stale what happened there. 
'l'he JUDGE ADVOCATE objected. He supposed the purpose was to prove pre

vious good reputation, which could only be done by asking questions directly on 
that point. In establishing reputation particular acts could not be given but 
only general reputation. 

Question withdrawn. 
Oaptain Wirz at that time was a sergeant. There were 24 of us prisoners 

sent there at that time. I found about 500 there. I was under the charge of 
Captain Wirz, I have given him money. I was sent there on the 24th of De
cember,1861. I remained there till the 1st of March, 1862. 

Q. State about that money business. , 
The PRESIDENT. What is your object, Mr. Schade q 
Mr. SCHADE. What I propose is simply this: the prisoner has 'beeD charged 

with obtaining or receiving money from Union soldiers or taking it away from 
them and not returning it. I propose to show by this witness that in 1861, 
whilst the prisoner was in command of the Tusealoosa prison, he received be
tween $700 and $800 in gold from Union prisoners, this witness being one of 
them; the money was given to some officer ur~d(lr Captain Wirz, and the next 
mprning Captain Wirz came and informed the witness and other prisoners that 
he had received the money and they might draw as much as they wanted; that 
they did so, and that the day before they left he returned them the balance. .r 
put this witness on the stand for the purpose of showing previous good conduct 
in this respect on the part of Captain Wirz. . 

'rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE. The point the government makes against this evi
dence may be embraced in two propositions; First, that the defence is an im· 
proper and immaterial one, for the reason that a man may have led an honest 
life up to 24 hours before he commits a premeditated murder, and it does not 
matter what his good conduct may have been up to that time, or if it does it 
can only be shown by geueral reputation. The offences charged against the pris
oner at Andersonville, in other words, cannot be clefe'nded by showing good 
conduct prior to his going to Andersonville. The second proposition of the gov
ernment is that he can only enter into that subject as the books lay down, by 
first asking- whether the witness was acquainted with the previoU3 reputation of 
the prisoner, and then what that reputation was; but particnlar acts cannot be 
6ntered into to show good reputation, and the reason of it is very obvious. 
Captain Wirz might have committed two, three, or four kind acts, and yet have 
committed 90 of the 100 very mean and cruel acts. These are the reasons why 
the evidence is objectionable, 

Mr. SCHADE. 'l'he object I had in view was merely to show the general 
character and disposition of the prisoner. This man is charged with crimes 
sufficient to hang 10,000 men, and we are trying to show that his disposition 
f?ur years ago, while he was commanding a prison where he had the same facili
tIes for ill-treating prisoners, was a good one, and that he never committed any 
such acts as now are charged against him. I think I do not trangress the rules 
of law: in the question I ask; I will, however, contine myself to asking the 
questIOn as the judge advocate suggests it. . 

Q. Were you at that time acquainted with the general character of the PrIS
oner as to kindness and humanity 1 

A. No; I did not know anything about him before. 
H. Ex. Doc. 23--34 
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'fhe JUDGE ADVocATE. The question is, whether at that time. from Decem
ber to April, you made yourself acquainted with his general reputation for kind
ness and hU\llanity ~mong the prisoners. 

WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Q. State what it was. 
A. He always treated right every man in the prison. One was treated as 

well as the others; we had the same rations. 
Q. Had you rations sufficient 1
 
Objected to by the judge advocate ann question withdrawn.
 
Q. You do not know of any ill-treatment of prisoners by him 1
 
Objected to by the judge advocate and question withdrawn~
 

Cross-examined by the JGDGE ADVOCATE: 
In that prison I never heard Sergeant Wirz's reputation discussed. I never 

heard it mentioned at all. I never heard it. mentioned one way or the other; 
we were separated from the oth~rs, eight of us being in one room. 

Q. Then all you know is what you observed in regard to his treatment of 
the eight1 . 

A. I did not go around much in the prison. I used to go out once in a while. 
I never heard any of our men mention anything about him one way or the other. 
I was there from pecember, 1861, till the 1stofMarch, 1862; Captain Wirz was 
there all the time. I am sure it is the same person. 

COUNSEL FOR THE ACCUSED APPLY FOR AN ADJOUR:'IIMENT OF THE COURT TO 
GIVE THEM TIME TO PREPARE THE DEFENCE.-DECISION. 

Several witnesses for the defence were called, but failed to appear. 
Mr. SCHADE. The court will remember that when the prosecution closed, we, 

the counsel for the prisoner, asked for eight days' time to prepare the testimony 
fiJl' the defence. It was refused at that time, and though we had come into the 
case at a Vt:l'y late hour, without having had time tomake ourselves acquainted 
with the testimony for tbe defence, we did everything in our power, working 
night and day, to be ready and bring in our testimony. The health of both of 
us has been impaired by this hard work, and we ask now that more time may 
be granted, particularly as the most important part of our testimony is yet to 
come in, so that we can do justice to the prisoner as well as ourselves. In order 
to save the gov:ernment unnecessary expense, we have discharged this morning 
several of our witnesses .whose testimony has become unimportant or irrelevant on 
account of the rulings of the court. Others of our witnesses are expected every 
day. It is impossible for us to go on with the case unless we have that time 
which I now ask, and in my opinion, and I think the court will share in that 
opinion, the goverllment will not be a loser by it; on the contrary we will then 
be enabled to finish this trial much sooner than we could under other circum
stances. We might have been able to go on to-day with four witnesses if they 
had been here, but still the time would have come when the question whIch I 
am now raising would have been raised. I hope the court will do us justice in 
this respect.We have been doing as much as we could do; we have never 
murmured at anything that was ordered to done. Weare fully aware of the 
importance of this trial and the consequences thereof, and we cannot as men of 
honorgo on without knowing positively that we are able to do justice to the 
prisoner as well as to ourseh"es. I ask therefore that the court may adjourn until 
to-morrow a week, the 11th of October. 
. The PRESIDENT. I understand that you have witnesses in this city and in 
attendance her:e. 

.Mr. SCHADE. We have such witnesses' in the city, but they are absent. I am 
ready to go on whenever the witnesses I have called appeal'; but then at the 
same time we have overworked ourselves, and we must have more time to do 
all we can do and that we ought to do. 
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The PRESIDENT. Your plea is nota good one while you have witnesses in 
attendance. .. 

Mr SCHADE. We have some III the CIty. 
The PRgSJDE:oIT. Then go on with them. , 
Mr. SCHADE. They are not here. If the court is willing to wait, 1 have no 

objectionat all; but the point is this, that ,with regard to other witnesses we 
must have time to prepare them. 

The PRESIDENT. Where are your witnesses-the ones that you were going 
to examine to-day?

Mr. ScrrADE. I ordered them to be here this morning, and we are waiting for 
them. 1 do not ask the adjournment to-day, but to-morrow. .1 am willing to 
go on with the witnesses I have here. 1 have merely made thIS statement that 
the court might know what we want to have done. 

The PRESIDEN'r. Is the court disposed to adhere to its former decisionon this 
subject 1 

AMEMBER OF THE COURT. An application for a week's delay has heen refused 
already, 'and 1 do not see why it should be granted now. 

The PRESIDENT. The decision of the court, Mr. Schade, is, that you must go 
on with the witnesses who are in attendance. 

Mr. SCHADE. Then the court must wait until those witnesses come. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. There are other witnesses for the defence here. 
Mr. SCHAUE. 1 am not prepared to examine them now. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. 1 do not think the court or anybody else is responsi

ble that you have not attended to your own business. Now, 1 know as a matter 
of fact that preliminary examinations can be had at the rate of twenty-five wit
nesses a day, and every adjournment of the cdurt bas been as much for the 
benefit of the defence as the, prosecution. Most of their witnesses now here 
have been here over a month; they. were subpamaed when Judge Hughes and 
his associates were in the case. Every power that the government has, has 
been brought to bear to enable the ,defendant to bring his witnesses here, just as 
many and whom he pleased; in no c~se has an application been refused. Cer
tain witnesses that the papers intimate will be here have not been subpcenaed, 
and not yet asked for, though an intimation has been made that they will be 
asked for, but every witness whose name has been handed in has been subpce
naed. The government, through this court, has ordered that the accused be 
furnished' with a copy of the record at the expense of the guvernment, a thing 
unheard of heretofore. There are two counsel, whom the court are bound to 
presume are competent to conduct the case. One of the counsel could examine 
the witnesses preliminarily, and the other conduct the examinations in court. The 
court sits from ten till three o'clock, only three hours of which time are occu
pied in'taking evidence. Therefore up to twelve o'clock these preliminary ex
amiIlationscould go forward. and after three o'clock and up to ten o'clock in the 
mornfng-there is certainly time enough to prepare each day's work. Now r1}.y 
a~sociate and myself do not feel, on the part of government, like doh:ig anything 
inipioperor crowding the defendant to the wall in any particular, but the recoi;d 
wiU,'showthat he has had every indulgence within the law and a great many 
oiHsfde ofthe law. 1 hope, therefore, that the court will reqnire the counsel to 
g<;> forward immediately, and that Mr. Baker will be sent for, or that some i'eason 
w,ill b~, giv:eIibetter than we have yet had for any further delay.' , 

Mr: 'SCH'ADE. The judge advocate states that he can examine preliminarily 
tw~~~;r'~ye witnesses a day. He forgets, however, that the te,stimoily'forthe 
pr~secutlOn comprises not less than 3,500 page.s offoolscap, and there is not one 
POlllt, o~ two,tbat we have to meet by other testlmony~ahouta hundred or more; 
we have; therefore, when we put a witness on the stand, to ask him a hundred 
ormore'~9..ti~stions,particularlyif he was at Andersonville when Captain Wirz 
was'commander of the prison there, and that cannot be done in a few minutes. 
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I think the gentlemen of the court will atJeast concede that after being cO,nfined 
here from ten till three o'clock, it is pretty tiresome to have to sit down again 
for three, fonr, or five hours to 'examine more witnesses, and to do this from day 
to day. I do 1I0t ask the court to do anything out, of the way, but I state that 
we must have more time if we have to go on with this trial at all. That is the 
opinion of my colleague as well as myself. _ . 

The J?R~SIDENT. I can understand why one of you is required to be present 
during the examination of witnesses here, but, I cannot understand why both 
are. One of you certainly can be making preliminary examinations. 

Mr, SCHADE. If we only had to disprove' one or two facts that might be pos
sible, but, as I haye stated before, we have to disprove a hundred facts, and 
therefore we cannot do it. We must be very careful in the preliminary exam
ination of'our witnesses. 

A MEMBER OF THE COURT. This trial has been going on for a very long time, 
and it seem" to me I could have examined ten times the number of witnesses 
you have brought here, or anybody else could, After half a dozen witnesses 
had been examined, any lawyer could see what tbe line of defence was, but if you 
are not prepared with the line of defence you will not get througll at all. We 
shall sit here month after month and not finish the case. I think you have had 
ample time, and I am not disposed to give any more. ' 

Anqther MEMBER OF THE COURT. You had ,better examine the witnesses you 
have here. 

Mr. SCHADE. Those I propose to put on the stand are not here. 
The PRESIDENT. Mr. Schade, you must take ~ome action about this matter. 
Mr. SCHADE. I cannot do anything; the witnesses are not here; I must wait 

until they come. . 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I suggest the time b.e granted for Mr. Baker to 

arrive. 
TI;lC PRESIDENT. Mr. Schade, do you wish Mr~r,Baker sent afted 
Mr. SCHADE. I expect Mr. Baker here almost every moment. 
rrhe PRESIDENT. We cannot wait for M~. Baker's pleasure; that is perfectly 

absurd. 
. Mr. SCHADE. I cannot help it that Mr. Baker is not here. 

The PRESlDEN'r. You seem to be very indifferent about it. 
Mr. SCHADE. I do not see that I am indifferent. I am not indifferent. It is 

because I have the interests of this man at heart that I ask a postponement. 
The PRESIDENT. '1'hat is not the point. You seem indifferent about going 

on with the trial. I understand you to say.that if we do not give you this time 
you ask, you will have nothing more to do with the case. 

Mr. SCHADE. I simply say that if we have not time we cannot go on. 
rrhe PRESIDENT. That is very frank. We may as well decide what shall be 

done. Let the court be cleared. 
'1'he court was cleared for deliberation, and when the doors were reopened 
,The PRESIDENT said: Mr. Schade, by reference to the records, we ascertain 

that there are some seventeen witnesses for the defence now in attendance in 
this city, exclusive 'of those whom you have already examined and those whom 
you have discharged because you do not wish to examine them. Under the 
cir(3umstances, therefore, the colirt are of opinion and decide that you must go 
on and exhaust the testimony of those seventeeu witnesses; and if you do not, 
the court will then take the matter into its own hands and assign the judge ad
vocate or assistant judge advocate to proceed with the ~xamination of such wit
nesses as have been summoned by you. 

Mr. SCHADI\1. I cannot say anything till I have consulted my colleague. 
The PRESI,llE;\T. 'It is your colleague's business to be here, not our business 

to 'send for him, He knows the hours of our session and the place of our meet
ing; and we cannot wait on him. '. 
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After an interval of some minutes, no witnesses being preserit,the court took 
a recess till two o'clock p. m. 

On the re-assembling of the court. 
Mr. BAKER (who had come into court during the recess) said: I beg leave 

to state to the court that having learned what has taken place here to-day as 
well as I could, I am here simply to say that I do not see how I can possibly 
go along with this case in the way in which I am obliged to do now. When 
the defence commenced, I had some witnesses whose-testimony I had gone over, 
imd their testimony was in such a ~ondition that I have been able to go along 
thus far un'til yesterday. Yesterday the court could see what difficulties I was 
suffering under. In regard to the witnesses whom I last had on the !ltand, in 
my hurry to relieve the court from the unpleasantness occasioned by the stum
bling way in which we had to get along, I let the witness off before I got 
through with him; and I fortnd, when I got to my office last night, that on three 
or four of the most vital points I had entirely neglected to question the witness. 
This was because I saw that the court was getting impatient, and I desired to 
get along as fast as I could. Now, we have a number of very import.ant wit
nesses for this defence; I may say, indeed, that they constitute our defence. 
Those witnesses I cannot put on the stand until I have consulted with them and 
arranged their testimony. It would be utterly futile for me to attempt to fol
low this extensive case by putting these witnesses on the stand and questioning 
them at random. Oertainly, if we have any defence, it seems to me that we 
ought to ha..e reasonable time to get it out of our witnesses. I have discharged. 
some witnesses that have come to me since I have been going on with the de
fence, because they did not seem to be very material, or because, although their 
testimony embraced some points which were quite important, yet in my anxiety 
to relieve the government I let them go. I have discharged some without 
examining them at all, so as to relieve the government, as far as possible, 
expense. Now, then, if there can be any compromise between the desire of this 
court to keep us going every day and our desire to have some days to prepare, 
:t wish it could be done. I wish we could have time to prepare our testimony 
in such a shape that we could examine our witnesses iutelligentlyand let them 
go. Certainly, to put witnesses on the stand without knowing what they would 
testify is almost an insult to this court. I must say that I cannot do so. I. 
would not thus stop and cause a break in the progress of the trial, unless I felt 
obliged to do so. I work as hard as any man can; but I do not see how I can 
go any further. I will state for the information of the court-perhaps it may 
have some effect on its decision-tbat I this morning suggested to my associate 
the propriety of trying to obtain some one as an assistant, who would come into 
court with him and examine the witnesses, while I would stay in my office going 
through the testimony of witnesses, putting it in the form of questions and send
ingthe wionesses here to be examined. In that way, I think, we could expedite 
matters and make things run smoothly. I have quite a reasonable prospect of 
obtaining such an assistant in two or three days, a gentleman having promised 
that he would look over the case, and havit:lg given a favorable intimation that 
he would take hold of it. If that arrangement can be consummated, I will work 
i~ my office as hard as I possibly can in preparing testimony, and I will try to 
keep the busfuess Df the court goibg on. I will do anything else that is practica
ble in order to expedite the trial. But as to putting witnesses on the. stard 
when we have had no opportunity to talk with them and to know the points to 
which they will testify, the court must see that such a proceeding would be 
almost a mockery of a trial. 

The PRESIDENT. 'The court has repeatedly manifested a disposition, Mr. 
Baker, to be as liberal towards you as possible. In civil courts, nothing is more 
comm!m than to continue cases on account of the absence of witnesses; but I 
thirik that in the experience of the last half century you cannot find a single 
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instance in which a court allowed a continuance in mder to enable <counsel to 
arrange testimony, or, what is equivalent, (to use the common terin.) to drill wit
np-sses. I do not use the word "drill" offensively; but you have spoken of 
arranging the testimony of witnesses in the form of question and answer. I am 
satisfied. for my part, that the decision which the court has made upon this point 
is strictly right. . 

Mr. BAKER. I did not know that there had been any ruling on this point. 
The PRESIDENT. Yes, sir; we cleared the room for deliberation, and suhse: 

quently announced our decision. The reporter will please read th;tt decision 
for the information of counsel. 

Mr. BAKER. It is not material fOJ: me; but I had not been informed about it. 
Allow me to say one word further'. It has been understood that, during the 

. progress of the evidence for the prosecution, the prisoner prepared questions to 
be put to witnesses; but, on examining those questions, I find sometimes a 
whole page, of which not a word could be allowed here. Many of the ques
tions, of course, bring to me information and suggest to me points to be gone 
over with the witnesses; but still those questions do not expedite the exami
nations before the court, because I have almost as much trouble in avoiding 
what is improper as I would have if I had not these c!uestions at all. Tile 
government had ample time in preparing the case for the prosecution; they also 
had one or two adjournments to do what they called sifting out and arranging 
their testimony. /The government, in the examination of its witnesses, had very 
full statemen-rsas a guide in putting questions; and the court must see that 
unless we can be prepared in the same way, we can never get through decently 
with any witness, especially when there are so many points to be examined. 

'l'he PRESIDENT. There was not an hour of that time accorded to the judge 
advocate, which might not have been made equally profitable to' you if"you had 
used the same measures. 

Mr. BAKER. The President neglects to notice that we had no idea of the 
case until it started, and that, while we were going on from day to day, we 
must keep track of the witnesses put upon the stand for the prosecution. 

A MEMBER OF THE COURT. 'l'here was a firm which had charge of the de
fence before the trial began, and one of the gentlemen who was t!4en engaged in 
it is now here. 

Mr. BA KER. If my colleague would go on with this case in court, I would be 
very glad to have him do so. I proposed to him this morning to try to go on 
in court, and alluw me to arrangp- testimony in my office, and send the witnesses 
to him hom day to day. I should be very glad if some snch arrangement could 
be made. It' I know my own heart, I know that I do not want to give up this 
case; I do not want to sacrifice this defendant; but if it comes to the point that 
I must go on with witnesses before I have any opportunity to know how they 
will testify, I must relinquish the case. I am willing and ready to do all that 
I can; I have shown the court my willingness by working, as I have done, the 
last ten days; but I entreat this court not to ask me to do what I cannot do. 
r am now doing every day two men's work. I am examining witnesses from 7 
o'clock in the morning 1,lntilll o'clock, when it is time to come here. Again at 
half past 3 I am in my office, where I work until dark. I do one day's 
work in court and another day's work at my office. How can any man work 
more 1 

'1'he PRBSIDENT. All that we cannot help. 
Mr. BAKER. I know you cannot. and I regret that I am in such a situation 

that I have to ask these favors. I regret very much to be put into such a posi
tion that I cannot go on, because I cannot do any more work. Anything I can 
do I will do most willingly. . 

Mr. SCHA DE. In reply to the reII\ark made by a member of the court, I desire 
f:11mply to say that up to the time when this trial commenced Judge Hughes and 
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the other members of that firm had had tbe wbole mana~ement of the defence. 
I did not then know anything of the case. . 

Mr. BAKER. If any member of the court, or either of the judges advocate can 
. name auy professional man who can be induced to take hold of this case and 

assist in it, I will work most heartily in co-operation with him, either in court 
or ont of court. . 

The reporter, by direction of the president, read the decision of the court, 
previously announced on the application made by Mr. Schade. 

The ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE. Several witnesses for the defence with 
whom Mr. Schade has conversed, so as to be cognizant of their testimony, ·have 
come in since the recess. I should think that the court, under the circumstances, 
might go on with their e?,amination, and perhaps this afternoon accord to Mr. 
Bakel' the tilPe which he wishes to prepare the testimony for to-morrow. I hope 
that it will not be thrown upon the rerresentatives of the government to carry 
on the defence, as it will certainly be much more easily grasped and presented by 
those who have followed it from the beginning. 

Mr. BAKER. 'The court, I think, must see that by driving us every day in this 
way, giving us no adjo~rnment, we shall be compelled to go on in this stumbling 
way for a week or a fortnight. . . 

The PRESIDENT. You have heard the decision of the court. We must have 
your decision one way or the other. 

Mr. BAKER. The assistaut judge advocate has this moment suggested to me 
that he may be able to furnish me with a short-hand reporter to-morrow to assist 
mein the preliminary examination of the witnesses. I am willing to try that. I 
shall regret very much to give up this casejout if I must give my answer 
now, I think I must say that I cannot go any further. I say this with heart
fel t regret. 

'l'he ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE. I would like Mr. Scbade to state whether 
he has or has not witnesses to put on the stand to-morrow.. 

Mr. SCHADE. I have some, but not a sufficient number to fill up the whole 
time. , r;

The ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE. In the event of the defeno'e being under
taken by the judges advocate, an adjournment at least over to-morrow will be 
necessary; apd if such an adjournment can give time to the counsel for the 
defence to go on, it would, I think, expedite the .conclusion of the case. 

'I'he PRESIDENT. As I understand Mr. Baker, one day would be of' no service 
to him. 
.. Mr. BAKER. I should think that, with a short-hand reporter, an adjournment 
of one day would help me very materially; but if I could have two or three 
~ays. I should have no more trouble during the whole defence. 

The PRESIDENT. The court is disposed to go on with the trial. 
MI" BA KER. Then I must stop. I .do it respectfully, and as an evidence of 

my good intentions I am ready to assi8t the judge advocate, in any way which 
!J.~ way desire, by giving him information, or anything of that kind. _ . 

A.,)\1:EMBER of the OouR'r. I desire to ask the counsel whether, if we should 
giv;e.him one day, he could go on with the case? 
.,M;r.BAKER. I thing I might go on the rest of this week certainly. .. 

,;:4.nother MEMBER OF THECOURT, (to Mr. Baker.) Oould you not go on;nowand 
examine· witnesses who are in this city, and some of them in this court-room 1 

Mr. BAKER. The trouble is not that witnesses are not here; the difficulty is 
t.h:~hr;do not know to what they will testify. . . . 
::'c,W4fl:I'RESIDENT. It is very singular that you should summon witnesses and 
:~'1,tJt~Qw towhat they will testify. . ' . 

~r. BAKER. It is not worth while for the president and me to argue on that 
;eIilPm.k , 
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The PRESIDE:VT. I am satisfied that the better way is to bring the matter to 
a close immediately. 

'1 he court was cleared f6r deliberation, and when the doors were reopened, the 
president, addressing Mr. Baker, said; To facilitate your labors, the court has 
decided not to continue the trial any further this afternoon, but to adjourn until 
to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Mr. BAKER. I will try to go on at that time. 

OCTOBER 4; 1865. 
AUGUSTUS MOESNER, for the defence. 
I haye been a member of company G, 16th Connecticut volunteers. I 

·was captured April 20, 1864, and taken to Andersonville. I arrived there on 
the 3d of May, in the evening. On our arrival we were kept under guard, and 
next morning Captain Wirz came to the place with several of his sergeants and 
we were counted off in squads and sent down to the stockade. I remained in 
the stockade up to the 24th of May, 1864. I was taken as a paroled prisoner 

. to CaptainWirz's office as a clerk. 

THE RATIONS. 

Wp.en I was first taken out I was not well acquainted yet wi~h the English 
language, 'and I only made some copies, and also wrote in the roll-book. 
Among other autes I had to carry orders down to the stockade, and to carry 
returns and morning reports to General Winder's headquarters, and I also had 
~o go to the commissary with returns. 
/ Q. Did you have anything to do with requisitions on the commissary and 
quartermasted If you did, state all about it. . 

A. Those requisitions and returns, I think, were made out every day, and 
they stated the number of prisoners inside the stockade; and there was also 
another requisition for those men who were detailed and men outside at work as 
paroled men, because they all got a second ration. 

Q. Do you mean a double ration? 
A. Yes, sir; double rations. 
Q. How were the requisitions made out as to quantity 1 
A. They stated the number of men present, but the quantity of the rations 

was left in blank. 
Q. Who wonld fill it up 1 How would the commissary know how to fill it 1 
A. He saw how many men were there, and as many men as he had in the 

requisition, so many rations he had to provide. 
Q. He would make it out from his own will, or from information in his office? 
A. He would do so. Captain Wirz had nothing to do with it. It was left 

entirely to him. 
Q. What, if anything, had yOR to do in relation to the cook-house? 
A. There was, every morning, a list made out, and on this list was put the 

number of the squads, aud the number of the detachment, and of each detachment, 
how many rations t.he detachment had to get; because there were many squads 
which had not ninety men. There was not one squad which had ninety men in 
line; many were detailed out, and many in the hospital, and their rations had to be 
taken out; and so in those lists we stated how many rations every detachment had 
to get from the cook·house. I brought that list down to Mr. Duncan. I left it 
there and went back to my quarters. I do not know anything about the rations after 
that, or anything that came from the cook·house. I had nothing to do with that. 
Captain Wilz had nothing to do with that. As Boon as Duncan knew how 
mauy rations he had to give out, when the rations were cooked, he would bring 
them down to the stockade; that was his duty. The requisitions for the hos
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ital were made by Dr. White. We ha~. ~othing to do ~n our ~ffice with the 
Ph pital. I do not know that any reqU1sItlOns for anyt.hmg for It were made 

os . db 0 . W't in our office or sIgne y aptam HZ. . 

OUQ. What did you have as. rations while you were outside, and in what quan
tit and what did you do wIth thp,ID 1 
~. The first time I was outside there as a clerk, I went every day once to the 

cook-house and got my rations there. I got a piece of corn-bread and a piece of 
. bacon. I could have gotten some rice or some beef, but I did not take them. 

Q. Did you have any sanitary goods, or did you eat anything belonging to 
Union prisoners out there '1 

A. I never had any, because there were never any provisions sent by the 
Sanitary Oommi~sion. I ha~ an ext.ra ration.We /!;ot money fOl' it. We sold 
it to Oaptain Wu·z. He paId us eighty cents a day, confederate money. He 
never took any away without paying us. I was paid every month. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

I do not recollect that the rations were ever stopped for the whole camp. The 
rations were sometimes stopped for a squad when the sergeant of the squad
federal sergeant-reported a man missing iu the line. They were stopped that 
the men of the squad should go and hunt up and look for tJ:1e man, to find him; 
perhaps he might be in another part of the stockade, sick somewhere else, and 
if he was not found he could not be treated, as they could not send a doct.or to 
him; but afterwards if the man was found, or if the federal sergeant reported tbe 
man as escaped, it was altered, and the squad could get their list. I know that 
I wrote down the lists for rations and I had to remark it if a squad was deprived 
of its rations, because it was left in blank, and I know that very often or some
times, when the missing. man was found it was altered and sent down to the 
cook-house to Mr. Duncan, who was told to give that squad rations, because the 
federal sergeant could answer for the missing man and say that he was sick or 
was escaped. As soon as the federal sergeant could give an answer for the 
man it was altered and the squad got their rations. It was done by OaptaH( 
Wirz's order. 

Q~ Did you have any orders to keep them all day, or could you as soon as 
the missing man was found have the rations sent to them 1 

A. If Captain Wirz would not have been there in his office the sergeant 
would have come back and reported those missing men as found, and we had 
power ourselves-we clerks-to send down to Mr. Duncan and tell him to give 
those squads their rations. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH• 

. As far as I recollect we got boxes from the north three times. The first 
boxes we received came in May, 1864. I was just at that time in the stockade yet, 
but I recollect very well when those boxes were brought in. Those boxes were 
boxes sent from the friends of prisoners and not from the Sanitary.Oommission. 
The boxes were brought into the stockade and everyone who received a box 
had to sign a receipt. Many things in those boxes' were spoilt because they 
had been a long time on the road. A Union sergeant close to my tent received 
a box and signed for it. A few days afterwards I was paroled and came out, 
and: we had close to our office a shanty where some provisions for the hospital 
w!lre kept.. I saw many boxes in there. I asked one of the clerks" what kind 
of boxetl· those. were," and he told me that those were boxes for prisoners who 
cOl1ld not be found or who had died. The things in those boxes were turned 
over to the hospital and the confederate hospital steward divided them. They 
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were in his charge and he from day to day sent some of the things in the boxes 
down to the hospital. The second time we got boxes was in August. We got 
at this time only a few boxes. Lieutenant Davis was in command of the camp. 
We got about sixty or seventy'pairs of pants, about 100 blouses, 100 caps, and 
fifty pairs of shoes. I myself got a whole suit at this time. Lieutenant Davis 
gave all that clothing to the men who were outside at work. 

Q. What reason did he assign for doing that 1 
A. We had at that time about 32,000 or 33,000 prisoners in the stocb,de, 

and he said it was no use to send the clothes inside, because it would not make 
but a single piece to one squad and it would only make trouble inside, aud per
haps there might be some fighting, so he gave it to the men outside at work. 
'.rhe third and last time I recollect that we got some boxes was in ,the first part 
of N:ovember, 1864. We got about 300 blankets and 300 pairs of pants. They 
were what are known as citizens' pants, brown and gray, a mixed color, and 
we got gray shirts and gray dFawers and stockings, but only fifty pairs of 
shoes.' 

Q. What was done with them 1 
A. Those boxes were brought to our office directly from the depot. Our 

office was at that time not far from the depot, and Captain Wirz called us clerks 
all together and we had to help to unload them and bring them down into a 
storehouse close to our office and connt them. We found that there were about 
300 pieces of each kind, blankets, drawers, &c, 

Q. What did you do after you counted them 1 
A. We brought them to the storehouse close to our office to count them up. 

There were no prieoners in the stockade then, only those in the hospital and 
the men who were paroled. 'I'he prisoners who were inside the stockade had 
all been senUo MilIen and other camps. Captain Wirz sent down for all the 
paroled men, about 150, and they were brought to oUf office and everyone of 
those paroled men got a whole suit, except shoes, becatise we had only fifty 
pairs of shoes. He gave the shoes to those men who needed them very much. 
Our chief clerk, Martin, called the roll and I had a sheet of paper and wrote 
down the name!;! of the men as they were called, with their rank, regiment, and 
company; there were several columns in which I marked down what each man 
received, and after he had received it he had to sign his name, or if he could not 
write he made a cross. and I put my name down as witness. After all the 
paroled men had been supplied I myself got a whole suit,excepting shoes. He 
would not give me any shoes because he said my shoes were good enough. The 
other things were turned over to the confederate hospital steward; he came over 
and the things were counted off all together and he signed' a receipt for them 
and they wet'e brought over to the hospital or Dr. Stevenson's office. 

Q. Did you ever see any colored men get anything there 1 
A. There was some of them, but not all. 
Q. Did the colored boys who were connected with the headquarters get any

thing 1 . 
A. ThCl'e were several; I do not recollect just who it was,but some of them 

got some clothes-those who needed them. There was a confed~rate sergeant 
in charge of those colored men, and he came over and brought those that needed 
clothing and they got clothing. 

Q. What quantity of boxes did you ever know to be there belonging to pris
oners who could not be found, who were dead or missing in some V!.ay ? 

A. Thirty or forty; I could not just state the number. 
Q. Did you ever se£', any quantity of boxes at the chief surgeon's office for 

prisoners 1 
A. Yes; that is what I stated before; those were for prisoners who could not 

be found. Their number was about thirty or forty boxes; large b~xes and 
small boxes and boxes of different kinds. Sometimes prisoners also received 
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boxes from their relations down in the south. Th~y were opened and searched 
to see if there were any liquors. in them, and if there were not they were sent in 
to the prisoners. I myself, with the help of another clerk, whose name was 
Richards, brought a box in by order of Oaptain Wil'z to :it man by the name 
of WriO'ht. of the 16th Oonnecticut regiment, my regiment. I have seen a 
quantity of receipts_fo,: boxes at the captain's headqnarters. It was a large 
quantity.' I could not Just say how large. .Those were fOt' .boxes sent when .1 
was inside th~ stockade. The boxes had been sent and, receIpted for. Oaptam 
Wirz had nothing to do with the boxes after they were turned over to the sur~ 
~eon; the provisions or whatever was in them were divided by the confederate 
hospital steward; he had charge of them.

Q.' What do you know about anything belonging to prisoners being taken to 
or used at Oaptain Wirz's headquarters-anything to eat or anything to wear, 
or anything of that kind 1 Did you ever see Oaptain Wirz eating anything be
longing to the prisoners 1 

A. No, sir; he never did. So long ·as we were in the block·house, before he 
was sick, he only took one meal in his office, and that was his dinner, which was 
brought about one o'clock; afterwards he sometimes took his breakfast there. 

Q. When did he commence taking his breakfast there-after he was sick or 
before it 1 

A. It was after he was sick; after Lieutenant Davis was gone. It may have 
been in September, but it was not very frequently that he took his breakfast 
there. I have seen confederates wearing something that had belonged to Union 
prisoners. They bought them. J nst after we had received those blue pants 
and blouses I saw many of them ~ear new pants which they. had bought. I 
myself got a new pair of pants at that time, and I sold them to a rebel sergeant 
for five dollars, and bought for those five dollars a blanket. I had no blanket, 
and the nights were beginning to' be very cold" so I sold my pants and got a 
blanket. 

Q. What do you know about taking things into the stockade to deliver to the 
prisonei's-did you ever do it yourself 1 . ' 

Ai I brought in some boxes which had been sent in by the relations of pris
oners. I brought them in by th·') order of Captlin Wirz. It wa,s generally done 
when such boxes came there, but the box:es were fir3t searched to see if there 
were any liquors or such th ings in them; if they contained only provisions they 
were sent in immediately. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PRISONERS. 

I never knew Oaptain Wirz in any way tv take blankets or anything from 
Union prisoners. I never heard about any order to that effect by him. An 
order was given to search t'he men who were called Stoneman's raiders, who 
made the raid through Georgia last year. I heard that his men were searched 
over there, close to the depot or near Oastle Reed. I was not present when 
they were searched. It had nothing to do with our headquarters; nothing 
was.broughtto our headquarters. It was an order given by General Winder 
to, search them. I know that once there were some prisoners brought in from 
Sherman's front, and the officer in charge, when he carne in and reported to 
Oaptain Wirz, brought in twelve or fifteen watches which had been taken from 
those' plisoners. Oaptain Wirz asked him" what he should do with those 
watches." The officer told him they were taken from the prisoners and that he 
~adorders to give them to him. Wirz told him that he had nothing to do with 
It, and s~nt the watches to be given back to the prisoners. Those men were 
brought m. from Atlanta. 
, Q- Did you ever know any rebel sergeant to be put under' arrest while you
were there t 
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A. Yes, sir.
 
.Q. State all about it.
 
A. There was a sergeant who was detailed to the engineer who made the 

fortifications around the stockade, and when those Stoneman's raiders were 
searched, he took some money, I heard; I did not see it. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE: Don't state what you heard.
 
He was put under arrest and sent to the front to his regiment.
 
Q. Were there any complaints made at headquarters against sergeants for 

taking things away from prisoners? 
Objected to by the judge advocate, and question withdrawn. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

Q. What do you know about Oaptain Wirz's orders to Duncan in regard to 
taking things into the prison 1 

A. I think, but I am not sure about it, that it was Duncan who once made a 
report that the prisoners complained about the water; that was in the first days 
when I came out of the stockade-when I was paroled. Oaptain Wirz gave 
Duncan some tools, picks and shovels, so that the prisoners could dig some 
wells, and also he gave Duncan orders to provide the prisoners, as far as he 
could, with barrels to put round the wells to preveut men from faIling in-what 
we call curbs. It was Duncan and Humes to whom those orders were given. 

Q. What do you know about his orders for digging a well near the bake
house 1 

A. There was a well close to the cook-house No.1; I do not know if the 
water was good or what kind of water it was, but I saw that there was a well 
there. 

Q. What. do you know about his order for the removal of the slops from the 
bakery 1 . 

A. Well, when the prisoners complained about the water, that it was dirty, 
there was an order given to Duncan to put the slops in some barrels, and to 
carry them off with teams, bnt Duncan could not get teams; they could not be 
furnished by the quartermaster. 

Q. Was that the reason he could not r6move the slops? 
A. Yes; Duncan came into the office and reported to Oaptain Wirz that it 

was impossible·to carry off those slops, because he could not get teams; that 
he had been to the depot to the quartermaster and the quartermaster told him 
that he had none on hand. 

Q. How often would axes, spades, and tools of that sort be given to the 
prisoners, or would they be given at all 1 . . 

.A. At first we had two police squads inside the stockade, one on the north 
and the other on the south side close to the gate, and it was their duty to clean 
the camp; but afterwards, when we got more prisoners in, there was a detail of 
a ,hundred and fifty men, and afterOaptain Wirz had made many requisitions 
he got some tools at last. It was very hard to get them. He got, I think, 
about seventy-five Ehovels and seventy-five picks, and those. men had to clean 
the camp, and got for their work a second ration. But it was of no use, because 
those tools, the picks and spades, were ina bad condition, and in the. evening 
fifteen or twenty would be brought out which were broken. . 

Q..Was it a general thing to have the tools broken in that way 1 
A. Yes, sir; nearly every evening when the men came back some of the tools 

were broken. . 

THE DISPOSITION AND CONDUCT OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TOWARDS THE PRISONERS. 

Q. What do you know about little boys being taken out of the stockade and 
what was done with them '1 
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A. There were about forty 0\' fifty boys inside the stockade, who had been 
taken prisoners, and Oaptain Wirz requested Dr. White to take some of them 
to the hospital as helps to the nurses or cooks there; because it was no 
use to keep those boys as prisoners of war, they would only get sick and die 
inside the stockade or they would get spoilt there, and, if it was in' his power, 
he wouln send them to our lines, because it was of no use to take hoys as pris
oners' of war. 

'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. You need not argue the case. 
Mr. BAKER. He is only stating what Oaptain Wirz said. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. The court has ruled on that point over and over 

again.. . 
Mr. BAKER. I am not putting in the language; I am putting in the reasons 

why he took the boys out. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I object to your going any further in that direction; 

you can prove the fact that the boys were taken out. but the court must judge 
whether there was any humanity about it; 

Mr. BAKER. I shall not argue the question. If the court does not want to 
know the reason of Oaptain Wirz's a::tions I will not press it. If the coui't 
does want to know the reason of· all these actions, whether good or bad, then 
we must get at it in this way. It is so clear that I shall not insult my own 
intelligence by arguing the question. . 

A MEMBER of the OOURT. I do not understand the court to have ruled that 
statements accompanied by acts are inadmissible. 

'rhePREsIDENT, (to witness.) Was this statement made at the time? 
WI'fN ESS. Yes; he told the doctor to take the boys out, and gave the reason 

for it. 
The PRESIDE~T. When did these remarks come from Oaptain Wirz 1 
WITNESS. I said that Oaptain Wirz requested Dr. White to take the 40 

or 50 boys out. 
'1'he PRESID&NT. )\Then did Oaptain Wirz make these remarks 1 
Mr. BAKER. Was it at the time he took the boys out 1 
WI'f:'<ESS. Yes, sir; when he took ont those boys. 
The PRESIDENT. I was endeavoring, Mr. Baker, to ask the question so as 

not to suggest the answer to the witness. You asked it and suggested the 
answer directly.. 

Mr. BAKER. I supposed the court was trying to get at the fact. 
The PRESIDENT. When I ask questions I do not need assistance. 
Mr. BAKER. I did not mean to assist you at all. 
The objectiou was sustained. 
Oaptain Wirz took them out of the stockade- and sent them to the hospital. 

Qne of them, a small little boy, who seemed to be ill, he took' in our office and 
told us clerks to nurse him, and we had him there. When the boys were taken. 
out they were sent to the hospital to assist the nurses and cooks, and some of 
them. were sent to get blackberries for the sick. I myself when I came out of 
the stockade was sick; I had the dysentery, and I asked one of the doctors to 
give me some medicine; he told me that he himself had been in the same fix. 
and that all the medicines they had there and that he had tried were not goood 
for anything; and he told me that I should go and get some blackberries; that 

~ that would be the best. I did so and I was cured by it; and so Qaptain Wirz 
gave orders that these boys should be sent for blackberries to be used as medicine 
for .the sick in the hospit~l. Afterwards I came to the hospital and found some 
men. of my regiment there, and I asked them if they had got any of t.hose black
bernes, and I heard that the nurses had made some pies of them and that the 
sick-men got none. 

Q. W~at was the rule in regard to men under punishment that got sick 1 
A.. Well, sir, when a man who had been ordered to' wear a ball and chain 
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complained that he was sick, a doctor was sent fur, and if he found that it was 
so, the ball and chain would be taken off and the man would be sent to the hos
pital if necessary; also, when new squads of prisoners came in, and there were 
men among them who claimed to be sick, the doctor who was officer of the 
day was sent foIl', and he had to see if the men were really sick 01'· not; if they 
were they were sent to the hospital. I recollect also that once there was a man 
amongst them who told me he was a hospital steward in our army; I spoke to 
Captain.Wirz about it, and the man was immediately sent to the hospital as a 
steward; he was paroled and was not sent into the stockade at all. Some of 
the hospital attendants serenaded Captaiu Wirz ImdDr. Stevenson, and I under
stood Dr. White too. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

They serenaded Captain Wirz first 1 

VACCI:'iATION. 

Q. Did you at your headquarters or did Captain Wirzhave anything to do 
with vaccination? If so, state what. 

A. When I was first sent in the stockade tIl ere was a sergeant neal' my tent 
whose arm was very sore; he told me that it was caused by vaccination; but 
I was only a short time inside 'the stockade. When-I was outside Dr. White gave 
an order, as the small-pox was increasing among the prisoners, that all men who 
came as new prisoners to Andersonville, who had not been vaccinated, should 
be vaccinated. One day a prisoner was brought out to Captain Wirz by one of 
the doctors, and the doctor reported to Captain Wirz that the prisoner refuRed 
to be vaccinated; but the order had been given by Dr. White and not by Cap
tain Wirz, and Wirz told him that be had nothing to do with it; that it was by the 
order of Dr. White that men who came there, and had not been vaccinated, were 
to be vaccinated, and that he (Wirz) would not care a daD,!n whether they died 
of small· pox or not. 

I saw one man wl,o had been vaccinated; this sergeant. I was only a short 
time in the stockade and I did not see any vaccination. When I came there 
there were only ten thousand men in the stockade'; this man that I saw in the 
stockade had a sore arm from the effects of vaccination; the sore was about the 
size of a penny. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 

I know something about the chain-gang; I remember there were two chain
gangs; the chain-gang was formed by order of General Winder; there was not 
any chain-gang before he came there or after he left; the men put in the chain
gang were sent to the provost marshal. 

Q, 13.y whose' order '7 
A. I think by-
The .JUDGE ADVOCATE. You need not state what you think.
 
Q. Do you know by whose order'? . 
A. There was an order that paroled men who escaped-- ,
 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. That is not an answer to the question.
 
Q. If there was an order state what it was. 
A. '1'hose were paroled men; they were turned over to the provost marshal 

by order of General Winder. . 
Q. Do you know anything about any tent being connected with the chain

gang'? 
A. '1'he chain-gang had what they call a fly-a large fly which they lay 

under; it was a tent. open on both sides. 



543 TRIAL OJ!' HENRY WIRZ. 

MEN BITTE:'I BY DOGS. 

Q. Do you know anything about Frado or" Fren.chy," who was brought in 
b . the dogs? If you do, state what you know about It. 

yA. ·Frado was a Frenchman; he was a man who escaped seven times; he 
escaped once when I was inside the stockade; he went out by tunnelling; there 
were four of them together; I saw hin brought back with a ball al'ld chain on 
him' a short time afterwards he escaped again; I do not know in which way, 
but he had taken off his ball and chain; and so he e8~aped several tImes. 

Q. What do you know about his being brought back by Oaptain Wirz ? 
A. He was brought back once when he had made his escape. 
Q. What condition was he in? . 
A. Those men who should make the cham-gang were sent to the blacksmIth's 

'shop, and lie went there. '. 
Q. If you saw him come back, what condition was he in and what did they 

do with him 1 
A. He was brought back and sent to the stockade; his pants were torn up ; 

Oaptain Wirz was very muddy; he had white pants on but they were muddy 
away up to his knees; they brought Frenchy inside the stockade, and the next 
day he was brought out again by one of the confederate sergeants to our office, and 
he said there it was because he had said to the serg6ant inside the stockade that 
he wanted to try the dogs once more; Oaptain Wirz told him that hesuw it was of 
no use to put him in irons, because he had slipped off the irons, and he sent him 
to the guard-house and kept him there; I saw only that his pants were torn up ; 
I did not see that the dogs had hurt him; I did not hear him say anything 
himself on that subject; I saw him afterwards at Millen, and also at Annapolis, 
when we were exchanged; they kept him at the guard-house after he was taken 
out of the stockade until he was sent to Savannah; I think about a month-over 
a month. . 

Q. Whereabouts were the dogs kept; in what direction from your headqua;r
ters1 

A. Turner kept them on the other side of the creek; we were on the right
hand side and he was on the left-hand side, north of the creek; one of the mili
tia regiments was stationed there; I do not know which. Oaptain Wirz's house 
was 'on the other side of the depot; they had to cross the railroad if they wanted 
to go there. '{'he dogs' quarters were on the line going to Oaptain Wirz's 
house. 
. Q. How far did you have to pass from there on the way to Oaptaln Wirz's 

house 1 
A. Well, I know in which direction Oaptaill Wirz's house was, where he was 

first,' bilt I do not know the house at all; I have never been at his house at all. 
10 going from headquarters to Oaptain Wirz's house a person could pass by the 
dog-kennel or he could take another way. I never saw, knew, or heard of any
body dying at Oaptain Wirz's headquarters who had been bitten by dogs. 

THE 'ORDER TO FIRE THE ARTILLBRY UPON THE PRISONERS. 

Q. What do you know about prisoners attempting to break out 1 
A. In the month of June Oaptain Wirz sent an order down to the stockade 

to bring out all the federal' sergeants who had charge of squads; they were 
brought out to our office; he told them that he heard they wanted to makE) an 
outbreak, and if so, he had orders from General Winder to commence firing into 
the stockade with grape and canister; that he knew all about their tunnelling 
and'eveliything, but that he would avoid to shed blood as long as fie could. 
'.rhti next morning the sergeants sent out and asked Oaptain Wirz and General 
Windei- if they could not make it petition to send down to Washington. '.rhis 
was granted by General Winder, and Oaptain Wirz sentin some paper and they 
drew up a petition which was signed-
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The JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to the witness testifying in regard to who 
signed the petition and what was in it unless the petition was produced. 

Mr. BAKI<lR staten, that the defence would at the proper time produce the peti
tion if permitted to do so. 

Q. Go on and describe the circumstances. Do you know who signed it or 
what was in it? 

A. I do not know what was in it. I did not read it. 
Q. 'rell all the circumstances. 
A. A petition was signed and six men were selected. by the camp to be ex

changed by special exchange. On the 7th of August, in the morning, we got 
an order in our office-at this time Oaptain Wirz was sick and Lieutenant Davis 
was in command-to send on twenty-one men to Oharleston for special exchange. 
Those twenty-one men were sent on and the six men with the petition were· 
amongst them. • 

Q. Did you ever know of any other attempt to break out? 
A. There was always some tunnelling going on, but when the tunnels were 

ready so that the men could go out there was a report made by men inside the 
stockade; they wrote letters or made reports to one of .the quartermaster's or 
confederate sergeants. 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ FROM ANDERSONVILLE IN THE SUMMER OF 
1864. 

In the last part of July Oaptain Wirz was sickly; he went to the office yet, 
but sometimes for a day or two he would not come, and when he came he did 
onlyjust what was necessary and he lay down. During the whole of the month of 
Aug-ust, as far as I recollect, Lieutenant Davis was in command, up to the end 
of August or the first of September. Part of the month Oaptain Wirz was sick 
at home and part he was gone on. furlough to Augusta, Georgia. In September 
he came back, bnt he was very sick; he could not go on horseback; there was 
au ambulance which broug-ht him down and back. a~d when prisoners arrived 
the confederate sergeauts or we clerks had to count them up in squads, and he 
had a chair where he sat outside the tents; and sometimes for three or four days 
he did not come at all. That was in September j I remember there was a spe
cial exchange of several hundred men j at the time we sent off these men Oaptain 
Wirz was not there at all. When he was so feeble he went home very early in 
the evening. 

Q. What do you mean by evening 1 
A. Well, sometimes at three or four o'clock.. 

WIRZ'S ABILITY TO USE BOTH HIS ARMS. 

Hir right arm was clippled; he 'always had a bandage round it and a blister. 
He could use it in writing, but I do not think I ever saw him using his right arm 
in another way. He had pain to go on horseback. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

I never saw, knew, or heard about Oaptain Wirz shooting, beating, or killing 
men in any way while I was there j I never saw, knew, or heard in any way of 
Oaptain Wirz carrying a whip while I was there. He never did. 

Q. }<'rom your relations to Oaptain Wirz and his headquartel's, do you think 
that if any such things as those had happened while you were there you woul~ 
have been likely to have heard of it 1 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to the question. He thought this style of 
examination had been indulged in long enough. The law requires witnesses to 
give all the 'facts to the court or jury, as the case may be, and no opinions what
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ever except' they may be experts or professional men on scientific questions. 
This witness having told the court that he does not know of any of these par
ticular thipgs, must stop there. This was placing negative evideuce on the same 
footing with positive evidence. It was equiv:alent to this witness contradicting 
a witness who testifies to a positive fact. This the law does not allow. It was 
pl~cing too m~ch reliance on an opinion. It' was impropeJ; evidence, and ~e 
thought it dcsuable to make the pomt now and ask the rulmg of the court on It. 

Mr. BAKER said that if the judge advocate knew anything about the criminal 
law, he must know that the question was a legitimate one. Murder may be 
pl'oven by, circumstantial eviden?e, and where a person was asked if he saw a 
thing done, or knew it to be done, and the answer was in the negative, the ques
tio'nalways follows, " were you in such a position that if it had been done you 
would have known of it?" Take the iustance of a person being assaulted in a 
house, murdered in a room, and another party is sitting outside on the ,stoop j 

the question always asked is, "Did you see the party stab or shoot the person 
iusideT' the answer being, " I did not," then comes tIle question, "Were you 
in such a position that if he had been assaulted or shot you would have heard 
his cry or the sound of'the pistol 1" A great,deal was said about" negative tes
timony." He would like the judge advocate to tell him how any person could 
be defended for anything, even in a civil matter, unless it was by what he called 
"negative" testimony. The prosecution proves that a thing was done, that It 
note was made, for instance. Was there any other evidence in the world to 

, prove that it was not done except by " negative" evidence. When you supply 
negative testimony sufficient you then make it positive testimony. If a witness 

, was in such a position that he must have heard a thing if it happened and did 
not hear it, that fact, that he did not heal' it. makes it positive testimony. It 
was absurd to argue this. question further. '1'he one question followed the other 
as legitimately as one foot follows the other in walking. ' 

, After deliberation the objection was sustained. 
I never saw Captain Wirz have a sorrel or a roan horse, nor was there ever 

such a one connected with llis headquarters. 
By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

A gray horse was kept there. 'l'here was never any other. 

THE STOCKS. 

Q. Did you ever know anything about the stocks being iil the interior of the 
prison? 

A. No sir; the stocks were outside; I have been in the stocks myself. 

TfIEA:I'MENT OF THE SICK. 

I saw at different times men arrive at Andersonville. Sometimes they were 
stripped of their clothing; sometimes they had all their clothing. 

Q'. Do you mean they had been stripped 1 
A. Sometimes they had only what they had on; but sometimes they had 

blankets and knapsacks with them. 
Q. What was their condition as to health? 
A. Sometimes there were sick men amongst them. 'When they reported sick 

the doctor who was officer of the day had to see whether they were sick or not, 
and if they were, they were sent to the hospital. In the month of July. an 
extra train carne in with 150 men who were badly wounded; and CaptainWirz 
would not take them. General Winder gave the order, and 1 was sent over to 

, the depot to take the names of these 150 men. They were sent to. the hospital. 
Most of them were very severely wounded, and several had had their limbs 
taken off. One lieutenant was amongst them, and he was sent the next day tOe 
the officers' prison at Macon. 

H. :Ex. Doc. 23--35 
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THE RA'rIOXS. 

Cross-examined by the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

I was in the service of the United States twice. The first time I ente~ed it 
was in September, 1862. I entered the 52d New York volunteers. I was wounded 
on the 13th of De~ember, 1862, at the battle of Fredericksburg; was brought 
to this city to the Campbell hospital on Seventh street. I was discharged there 
jn March. A year afterwards, in February, 1864, the 15th of February, I 
enlisted in the 16th Connecticut. I live in Connecticut. I have lived there only 
from the time when I was discharged from the 52d New York, up to the time 
when I enlisted in the 16th Connecticut. I came from the old country in 1862. 
I entered the service two or three weeks atter I arrived. I came from Germany. 
I could not speak English when I arrived. . 

Q. How did yOIl come to enter the army 7 
A. I went into a German regimen t, the 52d·New York, I got $25, United States 

bounty. I don't recollect what bounty I got from the State. No runner went 
with me to the regiment. I went to the Sigel committee, in the Bowery. 

Q. How did you happen" to go there 7 
, A. It was announced in the German papers that General Sigel was getting 
up a German army corps, and I wanted to join that. It was in the Bowery; 
when I went over from Castle Garderiit was on the left-hand side. 

I don't recollect what bounty I got when I first entered the service b'lsides 
the $25 United Stated bounty. 1 got the balance of the bounty at the time I 
enlisted. Maybe it was about $100 that I got, no more than that; that was in 
1862. It was partly State bounty, I think, and partly from the Sigel committee. 
It was paid to me at the committee rooms, in the Bowery. When I enlisted 
in the 16th Connecticut 1 got $300 State bouuty and $100 county bounty, and 
$60 United States bounty, with a promise of $240 more. 'l'here was no 
runner at the time T entered the 16th Connecticut. 
. Q. Who took you to the rendezvous 1 

A. A friend went with me from Collinsville to Hartford; but I got everything; 
he did not get a cent. 

Q. What induced him to go with you 7 
A. He was a friend. 
I paid his expenses. We went together to the mustering officer. He was 

not a bounty broker. He worked in the same factory with me, and I boarded 
with him. It was necessary for him to go with me because I had not paid my 
board for several weeks. 

. Q. Thp,n he paid your way instead of your paying his? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. If you had not money to pay your board, how came you to pay his way 

as well as your own 7 
. A. I got $40 for the last month I had worked in the factory. With that money 

we went down. I don't recollect how much money lowed for board. Besides 
owing for the board, I had some other debts; and I could not make anything in 
that factory. I went to Hartford to get money to pay my debts. I entered the 
service that I might get this bounty so as to pay my debts. 

Q. How long did you serve ill the fil'St regiment you entered 7 
A. I enlisted ill September, 1862-the 6th I think, but I am not sure; and 

I was wounded on the 13th of December, 1862, at Frederkksburg. I was 
discharged from the service; the first time I was discharged after being three 
months in the hospital here. I was discharged from a hospital in this city. I 
first entered the service under my own name-Augustus l\'[oesller. I appear on 
the 1'0115 of tlle 52d New York as havina' served six months. Ire-enlisted in 
Februai'Y' 1864. Here is my discharge,o(producing a paper.) This is 'my dis
charge from my last regiment. 



547 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

(By the COURT.) Colonel Paul Frauck comma~ded the 52d New York regi
ment. I was discharg~d from the Campbell hospItal on Seventh street. 

Q. What were the Clrcumstances of your capture 1 
A. Nine companies of my reg'iment-the whole brigade-were captured at 

PI	 Illouth, North Carolina. ,
 
~. Did you. surl'ender yourself, or were yon captured?
 
A. We were captured. ",Ve were in small force and we fell back in the 

morning. We were not all Germans; the 16th Connecticut was not a Germ.an 
regiment. I was captured with the whole company. I did not know much 
about the English language when I was taken to Andersonville last year. 
The first time I wrote English was in the Campbell hospital; I sometimes made 
ont for the wardII1aster the list of the men in the ward. 

Q. Then the first time that you ever wrote English was in the (J~mpbell 

hospital 1
A. I learned English at school; but when I came to this country, I did not 

recollect much about it. I could not write English when I first entered the service. 
I could not write English up -to the time when I entered the Campbell hospital; 
I could make some copies; but I could pot write it myself. I was brought 
into the Campbell hospital on the 27th of December, 1862, and, if I am not 
mistaken, I was discharged the 16th of March, 1863. I lost my discharge when 
I was captured. I was at that hospital from December till March; 11eft abou.t 
the middle of March. I did not do writing in English .very long while I was in 
that hospital; not much while I was tbere. 

Q. After you left the Campbell hospital, were you in a position to write Eng
lish, or did you enter the factory as a laborer 1 

A. I entered the factory. I did not do any writing there. After I joined 
the 16th Connecticut, I did not do any writing in English. Up to the time 
when I was taken out of the stockade at Andersonville, I did no writing in 
English, except the little I did in the Campbell hospital.' , 

Q. How did it happen that you were taken to Captain Wirz's headquarters 
as a clerk, when you could not write the English language 1 

A. I wrote a letter to him. I wrote it in German. 
Q. What did you tell him in that letter 1 
A. I took a small piece of paper out of my diary, and wrote in my letter that 

:r had been a clerk in Germany; that I was acquainted with the l!~rench, German, 
and Italian languages, and I recommended myself as a clerk. None of the 
confederate officers under Captain Wirz were Italians or Germans or Frenchmen. 
I do not know what he wanted with my services as clerk as a Frenchman, or 
Italian, or German. I made no other promise in that letter besides that I would 
serve him as an interpreter. I stated in that letter that I knew four different 
lariguages. I do not think I told him that I could write English. It would 
not have been true if I had told him so. 
, Q'.'rhen he took you out of the stockade to render him service in: a particular 

in which he did not need you 1 
A.. A man who has been a clerk can always make a clerk. A man who has 

been a German clerk can make a good English clerk to make copies. I under
stood Captain Wirz to be a German; I told him in that letter that I was from 
~ermany.I did not appeal to him as a foreigner to render me some assistance 
IU tb!1tway. 
". Q. Did you need assistance of that kind 1 

. A . .TwB,sjust as well off as all the otlher prisoners; those outside were better 
'off.:l was better off outside than inside. That was the reason that I sought to 
~~~~ '; 

;~.;Wouldyou not, and did you not, do all in your power to please Captain 
Wmil, so, that you might be kept outside 1 

.. A. I did my duty. I had no duty to the rebel government. 

I 
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Q. 'Vhat was your duty; did you not feel it your duty to do whatever he 
told you to do ? . 

A. If he ha'd asked me to do things for the confederate government, I would 
have refused him. 

Q. How much more sympathy had you with the United States government 
than with the rebel government 1 You were a paid soldier, 

A. I had given my oath to the United States. 
Q. You took the 'oath when you got the bounty of which you spoke 1 
;1\. I was a sworn soldier of the U nited St~tes army. As tur as I could, COll

sistently with my oath, I would have avoided giving him offence so as to stay 
outside, rather than go into that horrible stockade. So far as I could COll

sistently with my oath I would serve him. I served him as far as my oath 
would allow me. 

Q. What was your duty at headquarters 1 
A. A t first I only made copies, because I was not well acquainted with the Eng

lish language. I made copies two or,three months. At first I made copies of 
the roll-books ofprisoners who came in-the newly arrived prisoners. I continued 
on that duty nearly all the time. When I had nothing els~ to do I would take 
one of those rolls; and whenever many prisoners came in and I had the time. I 
went back to those roll-books. I did not continue to do that duty on the roll
books all the time while I was a clerk at headquarters; only when I had nothing 
else to do. The latter part of the time I kept the hospital books. I made out 
lists for confederate sergeants when they went in fell' roll-call-lists of squads 
with which to call the roll. That was,still the roll duty; every morning we had 
to make them. In the afternoons we had to fill up the squads, and I helped 

, Mr. Martin, our chief clerk,	 to fill up these squads-writing out the names of 
the men who had die!! in these squads; that was still roll duty. I brought. 
also, requisitions at times down to the commissary, and I brought reports. I 
did not copy the requisitions. 'I never copied requisitions. I went down to the 
cook-house and took Quartermaster Duncan the list for the rations. I sometimes 
made them out myself. I generally only copied them; but sometimes made 
them. I first learned it from Mr. Martin, our chief clerk. He showed me how 
to do it. aud so I made them out. But the requisitions I did not make 'out and 
did not copy them; I brought them down. It was more my duty to deliver 
them as -an orderly than to examine them. 

Q. 'fhen how did you know what was in them 1 
A. I looked at them; I was' employed at the same desk as }Ir. Martin. 

Theywere always sent open; never iu an envelope. I did not always look 
at them, but frequently. 

Q. How carefully did you examine them 1, 
A. I looked them over, because I wanted to know how many prisouers wc 

had in the stockade. It was not my business, but I looked at them. 
Q. You merely looked at them to gratify your curiosity in that particular and 

for nothing else? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Can you state what was the language used in these requisitions 1 
A. It stated what number of prisoners were there, but the rations were not 

given; only the prisoners. It was nearly the same as the daily: report that went 
to General Winder. 

Q. Was it not a daily report, and not a l'flquisition 01' return fin' the commis
Bary?, 

A. No, sir; when it was made out I would take it down to the commissary
 
directly; never anywhere else. I am Bure that I took it from Captain Wirz's
 
office to the commissary directly; a~ one time Captain or Major Armstrong, and
 
at another time Major Proctor, was the commissary as far as I recollect.
 

Q. Will you swear positively that in no instance you took a requisition from 
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Captain vVirz's office for provisions for prisoners in the stockade anpvhere 
except directly to the commissary? 

A. I took them directly to the commissary always; after they were delivered 
there I do not know what became of them. Before I took them there they were 
not taken anywhere else at all. 

Q. Will you swear positively that in no instance the number of rations was 
incorporated in the requisition? 

A. I stated that I very frequently took these returns down, but not every 
day. Sometimes I would take these requisitions to Major Proctor three or four 
times a week; sometimes every day of the week, and sometimes ()nee a week. 
I looked at them nearly every time I took them down, only the number ofpI'is
oners was stated, and the number of rations was left blank. 

Q. You say that the requisitions sent to the cook-house stated. the number of 
men and the rations? 

A. No, sir; it would say" 1st squad, 1st, 2d, 3d detachment," and it would 
state how many rations, so many rations for so many men. All the requisitions 
that went to Duncan for cooked provisions were made out complete for the squad; 
I mean by a squad a detachment of 90. All the requisitions that went to the 
cook-house were complete, stating the number of prisoners and the nnmber of 
rations. 

Q. If Captain Wirz sent part of the requisitions Jilled out complete, why did 
he not send the rest complete 1 

.	 A. This was the issue that Duncan had to give out. for the day; Duncan was 
the quartermaster; it stated how many rat.ions each squad had to get. The 
requisitions sent to Major Proctor never stated anything about the ration~. 

Q. Did you no~ know that that was merely a memorandum sent to advise him 
of the number of pi'isoners 1 

A. It was a return sent by Captain vVirz. 
Q. A retui'n to Major Proctor of the number of prisoners in the squad? 
A. It was printed and sent by Captain Wirz, and the other was not printed, 

but· written on a piecfl of paper. I cannot state whether it was a return to Major 
Proctor of the number of prisoners or a regular requisition; I cannot swear 
positively on that p(lint. I do not recollect the form of a requisition just now; 
but when I would see it amongst other papers I could point"it out. In these 
papers the only points upon which I sought to advise myself was the number 
of prisoners. But whether it was a requisition or a return I do not know. 

Q. From what papers did you make these copies that you worked upon 1 
A. When I copied the roll-book I took them from the names which were 

taken ontside from the prisoners when they ca.me. The names were taken upon 
a piece of paper and I copied them into a book. 

Q. You were told what to copy and you Sftt down aud spelled it out 
A. Yes, sir; I copied it. I copied it just as it was handed me. 
Q. Yon did nut know the English language well enough to do it in an.y other 

way? 
A. Yes, sir; I knew it to read; I did not know it to write; I bad to spell it 

out. I have said that those on duty outside got double rations; that was an 
inducement tome to get out. I sold one of my rations because with the money 
we could buy vegetables. I· did not draw the rations at all; we got money for 
it when the month was over, and Captain Wirz drew the rations himself; Ido 
notkno}V what he did with them; I do not know whether he took them from 
the commisoary or the quartermaster; I do not know whether he drew any other 
.rations besides these extra rations. I received while I was there eighty cents, 
confederate money, per day; that was obtained from the sale of those extra 
rations which I received while I was outside. . 

Q. How were the other rations sp,rved '01' issued to you 1 
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A. At first when I was outside of the stockade I went down every day and 
got a piece of pork and a piece of bread. 

Q. Was it regularly issued, or did you go in and help yourself? 
A. I went in and one of the cooks cut me a piece. It was not weighed. He 

gave it to me; I took what he gave me; I could not say that/be gave me what 
I wa,nted to eat; he gave me what be had; he did not give me all that I wanted; 
he gave me a good piece of bacon and a good piece of bread; I got all that I 
needed of that kind of provisions; that was when I first went out; after that 
time we got them cooked ;" I had a mess; that was when I~ieutenant Davis was 
in command we got them cooked; Guscetti was the cook. 

Q. 'I'he man who testified yesterday 1 
A. He was cook for a short time. There was a cavalry man who was the 

first cook; he was cook from the middle of August until the 7th of September; 
he was a federal-one of our prisoners; he was out on parole; he was detailed 
as a cook at the headquarters for the clerks; I paid him nothing; he got one ration 
for each clerk each day aud Olle ration for himself; he got the money for the extra 
ration. Guscetti succeeded him as cook to our mess for a short time; Guscetti 
was our cook not over a week, I think; perhaps a week or two. IVe did not 
payGuscetti anything; he was detailed as a clerk, but he was not much about 
there as a clerk; he went around pretty much as he pleased; he got the same 
rations that I did; he got the regular ration and a commutation for the extra 
ration; he had the same privilege as the other' clerks. Another Italian succeeded 
him as cook, but I do not know his name; our mess was not made up of Italians; 
there were Americans, English, Irish, Germans, and Italians; there was one 
American by the name of Deely. 

(By the OOURT.) They were all federal prisoners. 
. I do not swear that Captain Wirz did not make out the requisitions for the 
hOlclpital, and never in any way signed or approved a requisition for the hospital. 
I am positive of that, and I think I know all about it; I am as positive on that 
p'oint as anything else to which I have testified. Captain Wirz never exercised 
anyeontrol over the hospital with regard to rations. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

Q. You have said that you did not know about rations being stopped for the 
whole camp; did you not know that they were stopped on the 4th of July 1 

A. I saw that it was testified to here, but I do not recollect anything about 
it. If rations had been stopped on the 4th of July I think I should probably 
have known it; rations were not stopped on the 4th of July to my knowledge; 
I do not recollect it. 

Q. Are your knowledge and recollection on that point as clear as on any 
other? 

A. A great many things happened thel'e during that time. 
Q. Do you feel as certain that there were rations issued on the 4th of July 

as you do that certain other things were done about which you are positive? 
A. There were so many facts occurring that one might escape my memory. 

I do 110t think a great many facts could escape my memory; r do not think 
that a great many things may have escaped my memory; I tbink that I know 
about everything that occurred while I was there. 

Q. You think you know about all that transpired about the headquarters or 
office of Captain Wirz? 

A. 1 thiuk I should know all that happened at onr office. 
Q: Why do you say" our office" ? 
A. Because it was a common expression; we were sleeping there aud were 

there the whole day. 
Q. Do you say that Captain Wirz nevcr interfered with the quantity or qual

ity of the rations issued tu prisoners 1 . 
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A. Yes, sir; he did interfere. He stopped the rations. He did not stop 
them very frequently. He stopped them for separate squads. By squads ! 
meail divisions of nineties. 'When a man was reported missing on roll-call he 
would stop the rations. He would stop the!D- fur the 90, if one man was ~iss. 
ing, until the sergeant of the squad could glve an answer for the man-untIl he 
could report him in some way. 'rhe men of those nineties were sometimes absent 
at roll-call. I know that they were very often absent. SometimeE', I recol
lect, while I was ins~de, men were reported sick in their tents, and the confede' 
rate sergeant went wlth the federal sergeant to the tents to see them, and when 
he found them it was all right. Whenever a soldier Wail absent from a squad 
of 90, the rations were stopped until there was an answer for him, and tqat was 
by order of Captain Wirz. He had the power to stop the rations. He had the 
power to direct that rations should be issued to the men; and he had the power 
to stop them, and he exercised the power both ways. Lieutenant Davis, at Cap
tain Wirz's headquarters, had the same authority.. There was not anyone else. 
I know of nobody else except General Winder. 

Q. Yet yon stated to this court that the clerks had the power 1 . 
A. Not in this way; we had the PO·:."er when Captain Wirz was not there, 
Q. He left it in the hands of the clerks 1 
A. When the report was made that the man was found, we could send word 

down to Duncan at the cook-honse, so that the rations might be issued to the 
squad. '1'he control of that matter was sometimes left in the hands of the clerks in 
that way. When we clerks exercised this power we could give notice to Dun
can either verhally or in writing. We wrote only on a piece of paper that of 
those squads the men had been found; and that the rations should be issued. I 
never did it; it was Martin's duty. I have seen Martin do it. I have seen 
him exercise that power. He did it when the report was made in the mo~ning. 

~ Inever saw him exercise that power very often. I knew how Martin would 
sign the paper;; he would sign it "James Martin, by order of Captain \Virz;" 
and that was the only signature attached ta it. He was not in the nature of a 
staff officer to Captain Wirz; he was a prisoner. 'This paper was in relation to 

. relieving the ninety from the stoppage of rations. When Captain Wirz was 
away, if the sergeant reported a man absent, l\fartin did not issue an order to 
stop the rations; that was the exclusive business of Captain Wirz. 

Q. He did not give that authority to any of you? 
A. I know that sometimes, when men were reported missing, Martin just told 

the confederate sergeant !lot to say anything about it, but to see to finding the 
men, so that the squad should not be deprived of rations. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

Thirty or forty boxes were in that first lot which I saw, while I was in the 
stockade. I don't know whether that was the same lot Guscetti told about; I 
don't recollect what he said. The first boxes we got were sent from the north 
by friends of the prisoners in the month of May. They came inside. '1'he 
boxes were of different sizes. Some were so long, (about a yard) and others 
were smaller. . 

Q. Then they were from a foot square to two or three feet square 1 Those 
are the only boxes you know to have gone into the prison with provisions 1 

A. Yes, sir. I saw them when they came inside the stockade. I saw them 
a~l distributed. The boxes had been opened before and examined. The second 
tlme that I saw boxes arrive was in August. Then we got clothing sent by our 
government-blue pants, shoes, caps and blouses. They were distributed to 
those on duty outside. In addition to double rations, we also got the clothing 
that came. 'rhat clothing was not distributed to those inside the prison, and 
the reason stated was that the quantity was 80 small that there would be too 
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much fighting about it. They would fight abou~ it because everyone would 
want a piece of that clothing, and there were too few of t110se articles. 

Q. They would fight over it beeause they were destitute? 
A. There were many men in there who needed clothing. That was the only 

reasQn assigned for not sending that clot'hing into the stockade, and the cloth
ing was distributed to those who needed it outside. I got some of that clothing. 
I got blue pants, and I. sold them and bought a blanket, because Ihadnone, and 
I had been lying on the ground with nothing to cover me. I sold that pair of 
pants for five dollars. I sold them to a reber sergeant. I have seen rebel ser
geants wearing those federal clothes; I saw them wearing blue pants and over
coats. I don't know where they always got them. ·1 don't know anything 
about it. 

Q. Did you in any instance sec 11 rebel sergeant making purchases of federa I 
clothing except when you sold it? . 

A. Yes, sir; I saw it when I was inside/the stockade-they bought them 
inside. I did not see anything of that kind while I was outside; during the 
short time I was inside I saw it done four or five times. 'l'hey would sell cloth
ing to those rebels to get money. I do not know for what they used the money. 

Q. Have you seen men inside the stockade strip their own backs and sell their 
clothing to the rebels? 

A. I saw them selling their own clothing. I could not say that they were 
seIling clothing which they were wearing; they had some clothing left; they did 
not sell the last clothing that they had. That was in nlay. I did not see this 
seIling of clothing done after that time, because I was outside. I do not pretend 
to know where the rebel sergeants and the rebel soldiers got the articles of fede
ral uniform which they wore, except in those cases where I sold federal clothing. 
I only sold such articles to the rebels one time, when I sold those blue pants. I 
swear that I never sold anything else than that pair of pants. I never sold 
any vegetables. I sold different things, but not c.lothing. I did not sell to con
federflte sergeants but to our own prisoners; I,sold my watch for twenty dol
lars in greenbacks, and also a gold locket for thirty-five dollars. Wheh I went 
to the front I had the locket bought at New burn, South Carolina. I bought a 
watch in the cars between Hartford and New Haven, and afterwards between 
Philadelphia and Baltimore I. traded with another recruit, who was going to the 
front. I gave him some money extra and I bought this watch; it cost me about 
forty-five dollars. I only sold this locket and this watch. Provisions I neVf1r 
sold; I never sold anytbing of that kind. I bought a blanket but I did not sell 
any. I bought that blanket from Martin, the chief Iclerk. He got it from a pri
soner who was an orderly in Dr. White's office. I do not know where that or
derly got it. It may be that he got that blanket in the hospital; I don't know. 

.It was not a ncw blanket; it had a hole iri it. I think it was a year old. 
Q. Have you stated all the purchases and sales which yon made while there, 

all the different things which you bought and sold? 
A. We bought BometimeSBome vegetables with the money we got from Cap 

tain Wirz for our second ration. In the store near the depot I bought some
tobacco and some stockings. I never bought anything that 1 sold again. A man 
of my regim.ent was taken out on parole for two weeks to the cook-house, or the 
bakery. His name was Spring. After being out two weeks he came to Captain 
Wirz's office and asked me if I had made Borne money since I bad been out
side. I told him that I could not do so, that J had been obliged to sell my watch. 
He told me he had made some money; sixty dollars in greenbacks in two weeks 
in buying and selling goods. 

By COUNSEL: 

1 think Spring was one of the government witnesses. 1 never saw Captain 
Wirz wearing any of those goods. I did not swear positively that_l never saw 
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him wearing blue pauts. I never saw him weal' them or any other article of fcd
eral uniform. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKE:'I FRO~T PRISONERS. 

By OOUNSEL:
 
I never saw prisoners searched'at headquarters.
 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I swear positively that I never saw any prisonm' brought up before Oaptain 

Wirz's,headquarters and searched during all the time that I was there; and I 
am as sure of that as of anything that I have sworn, and my knowledge in that 
particular is as full as it is on anything else. 

THg DISPOSITION AND CO:'olDUCT OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TOWARD THE PRISONERS. 

Q. In reference to those little boys; were not some of them used as servants 
at the house there? 

A. We had one at our headquarters. He carried water, andsometimes he was 
sent off with messages. I don't know whethel' Dr. White had one of those boys 
at his house. I do not know whether any of them were used in that way by 
officers there. The little boy that we had at our office was a .short time at 
Oaptain \Vil'z's house-perhaps a week or t\\"o. 

AUTHORITY OF WIRZ OVER THE HOSPITAL. 

Q. You say that these boys were sent to get blackberries anel to labor at the
 
hospital, and were ordered there by Oaptain Wirz ? '
 

A. Yes, sir; they were sent to the hospital. 
Q. And yet, yon say that Oaptain Wirz hael nothing to do with the hospital? . 
A. I said that Oaptain Wirz requested Dr. White to take these boys. It was 

a request. He took them out of the stockade and gave them over to Dr. White. 
It was by his order that they ,,,,ere taken out, and by permission of Dr. White 
they we):e taken to the hospitaL Oaptain Wirz told Dr. White to send them 
for blackberries; it was no order-it was a request. Oaptain Wirz could take 
them out of the hospital if they did not behave themselves, because he had a 
right to take all the paroled prisoners back to the stockade. He had a right to 
interfere with the hospital that far, to take men out of the hospital and to punish 
them or to return them to the stockade. '1'hat power was exercised several 
times. It was exercised. also, once, I recollect by Lieutenant Davi5. "Vhen 
complaints were made about nurses-when nurses were ruuning in the couptry 
without"passes or without permission, and were brought back-Oaptain "Virz 
seilt them to the stockade. . 

Q. Do you kuow the causes which always led him to send them back to the
 
stockade 1
 

A. "VeIl, sir, it might have happened while I was jnst out on a mesl'age. 
Q. Do you pretend to know all abont what Oaptain Wirz did while you were 

there? 
A. As long as I was there and we were together I think I should know. 

Tknow every order which was written. I pretend to know all the orders of any 
,kind that were issued. I ~now for what purposes they were issued. I know, 
whether they were executed or not, and I know the reasons which led to the 
orders. I think I should know all about it; I know with regard to everything 
that occurred there. 

THE CHAIN-GANG. 
I stated that when men were in the chain-gang they ~ere put under a fly. 

saw them under it; I have seen them out from under it; I saw them in the morn- . 
ing going down to the cook-house to get their rations. I do not recollect that 
1 saw them out fi'om under that fly, at any other tim€s. 

I 
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Q. Then you think that in no other case were the chain-gang out in the sun' 
except when they were going to get their rations 1 

A. I never saw them outside. except just when it was neces,sary. The fly 
was by the guard-house near the stockade. So far as I have stated,' I know as 
much about the chain-gang as I do about issuing ofrations or anything else. 
pretend to know all about the chain-gang so far as I state. '.rhe orders issued 
on the subject came from General Winder. I know all about the chain-gang. 
General Winder's headquarters were just about a quarter ofa mile, I think, from 
Captain Wirz's. I would go to General Winder's headquarters very often. 
Whenever I brought these returns do-wn to the commissary, I also brought 
down the daily report to General Winder. I don't recollect if that was the only 
duty I had to perform at his headquarters. I do not pretend to kno w as much 
about General Winder's headquarters as I do about Captain Wirz's. vVhen I 
went to General Winder's headquarters I did not stay there; I only went on a 
message and then came back. I know all about the orders i8sued in regard to 
the chain-gang j I know that they always issued from General Winder's head
quarters, because Captain Wirz told me. All that I know about it is what Oap
tain Wirz told me, and he told me that the orders came fr0m General Winder. 
I cannot swea:r that I ever saw a written order on tlmt subject. I cannot swear 
that I ever heard General Winder give a verbal order to Captain Wirz on that 
subject. I don't know anything about it except what Captain Wirz told me. 

Q. Did Captain Wirz always tell you when he was executing an order of 
this kind that it came from General Winder 1 

A. He was nearly always talking about it. He did not report to me when 
General Winder sent an order of that kind. He did not alwa:ys tell me from 
whom the order came. 

Q. Then there were men put in the chain-gang when you did not know for 
what reason, or on whose order 1 

A. I know so far as Oaptain Wirz told me But he did not always tell me. 
I do not know about those cases in which he did not tell me; I do not know 
anything about those. 

Q. Did not Captain Wirz always direct the officer to put the men in the chain
gang? 

A. '1'he prisoners were sent to the blacksmith shop. Captain Wirz sent 
them there. 

Q. He sent them there to be ironed 1 
A. I did not heal' him give these orders. He went over to General Winder, 

and after he came back he said these men were to be put in the chain-gang. 
He very frequently said that General WindeL' had given him the order-not 
always.. The men could be put in the stocks by Oaptain Wirz's order. 

Q. Do you know any reason why he could not also order them put in the 
chain-gang 1 
, A. '1'hey were mostly paroled prisoners; at least the first who were put in 

the chain-gang were paroled prisoners. Oaptain Wirz had the power to inflict 
other punishment besides putting men in the stocks. He had the power to put 
the ball and chain ou them. Nothing else. I nAVel' saw a man bucked and 
gagged while I was at Andersonville. I don't know whether he could issue the 
order on that subject. I don't know how far his power went. My observation 
in reference to bucking and gagging has been just as good as in reference to 
anything else. I think my knowledge and opinion on that point are just as 
good as on anything else. I know ofOaptain Wjrz ordering men to be whipped; 
I have heard 11im give the order to whip a man. '1'hat is another thing he had 
power to do; he gave the order. No men were tied up by the thumbs; I say 
positively that I never knew a man to be tied up by the thumbs while I was 
there. I am as positive in reference to that as anything else. I think that no 
man was tied up by the thumbs there. Oaptain Wirz had the power and exer
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cised the power to direct that prisoners be caught by the hounds. He had that 
power. He put them in the stocks. I don't recollect any other punishments 
than what I have mentioned; Although Captain Wirz had power to inflict aU 
these other punishments, he had no power to put men in the chain-gang, so far 
as I know, and I know about that just as I know about everything else. 

Q. You say that when men were chained, if they became sick, Captain Wirz
 
would always order them out of the chains 1 \
 

A. First the doctor went there and saw whether they were sick or not. If a 
man reported sick the docto1' had to go and look at him to see whether he was 
or not. If he was sick he was sent to the hospital. J never saw Captain 
Wirz put a man in the chains when he was sick. I say that I never saw 
him put a man in the chains or order a man put in when he was sick. And 
I know as much about that as I do about anything else. When men were' 
reported and Jound sick by the doctor he took them out always. I am as 
certain of that as of anything else. I know all about that. I think the chain
gang was organized in July, in the first part of July. . I cannot swear that 
before that time there was no chain-ga~g; I do not know exactly the time; it 
was the latter part of June or the first part of J nly when the chain-gang was 
organized. I swear positively that before the last day .of June the chain-gang 
did not exist, so far as I know. I have as much knowledge in reference to that 
as anything else. I think the chain-gang was done away with about the end of 
July. It existed one month. There was no chain-gang after July; I cannot 
recollect to have seen it afterward. 

Q. That you are positive about 1 
A. I never flaw it. 
Q. Do you know anything about it, then? 
A. No, sir. 

. The chain-gang' commenced about the first of July and ended the latter part 
ofJuly; of that I am as positive as of anything else. I did not hear of a 
man's dying in the chain-gang with the chain on them; I never heard of it. I 
swear positively that I never heard of a man's dying in the stocks. 

By COUNSEL: 
.Q. When you spoke of the chain-gang, did you refer to a particular chain

gang 1 
A. I recollect only one chain-gang. 

V ACCIN A'l'IO;'V. 

By the .JUUGE AUVOCATE : 
.J say that at one time a man who refused to be vaccinated was brought to 
Oaptain Wirz. 
, Q. Repeat the reply which Captain Wirz made. 
A. The man refused to be vaccinated by the doctor, and Captain Wirz told 

him that he had nothing to do with this matter; that it was an order of the chief 
surgeon; that he would not care a damn if they would die of small-pox if they 
would not be vaccinated, but that it was an order of Chief Surgeon White, and 
that it had to be done. His manner was violent at the time. '],he surgeon took 
the;man to Oaptain Wirz. ']'he man refused to be vaccinated, and the surgeon 
b.rought him over to Oaptain Wirz-to tell Captain Wirz that the man refused; 
to ask Captain Wirz what should be done in the case. 
".Q. If the surgeon had everything to do with the case and Captain Wirz 
nQthing, why did the surgeon bring- the man to Captain Wirz 1 

A. I don't know. It may be that he brough t him there to have him punished; 
I don't know. Nothing of that kind was said; he only said that the man 
refused to be vaccinated, and Captain Wirz cureed the man in the mauner he 
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always was talking.. '1'he vaccination was not by his order; it was Surgeon 
White who wanted all the men to be vaccinated. 

Q. Do Y0U know anything about Surgeon White's orders on that subject 1 
.A. I heard Dr. White say to Captain Wirz-
Q. Do you know anything about the orders except what you heard Dr. 'White 

say to Captain Wirz 1 Did you ever hear any order 1 
A. Yes, sir; Captain Wirz gave the order that men who lately came into the 

stockade should stay in line and the doctors should examine them to see whether 
they were vaccinated or not. 

Q. Captain ,Virz and not Dr. 'White g-ave the order on that subject 1 
A. He gave it, on the request of Dr. White, that the surgeons should exam 

ine the men who came in lately to see if they were vilccinated or not, and to 
• take out for vaccination thm)e who had not been vaccinated. 

That began when the camp began to be very much crowded-in June or 
July. 

Q. Then always after that, wlien prisoners came, they were examined by the 
surgeons to see whether they were vaccinated or not? 

A. It should be dOlle, bnt the order was not carried 'out very strictly. I do 
not know how often it was carried out; I was not inside the stockade. I do 
not know a single instance where the surgeons were sent for' by Captain Wirz 
to come and examine prisoners who had just been brought; they were examined 
in the stockade or at the south gate. 

Q. How do you know that 1 Did you go there 1 
A. I saw it from Captain vVirz's office. After they left our headquarters I 

did not watch them, but I saw them. I would happen to sel! them once in 
a while. I do not pretend to know whether that was al ways done. I heard that 
the order was not very well carried out from the conf~derate sergeants. I did 
not in any single instance' see vaccination performed. I do not know anything 
about it. 

WIRZ'S ABILITY 'TO USE BOTH HIS ARMS. 

I say Captain vVil'z's right arm was crippled. In a battIe in Virginia he was 
wounded. I do not know that he was hurt by being thrown from a stage· coach. 
He never told me of that. He told me he was wounded. He told me once his 
whole story. and he said his' arm was crippled by a piece of shell'somewhere in 
Virginia; I do not know where. In 1861 or 1862. I have seen Captain Wirz 
on horseback very often. He mounted the horse on the right side. He held 
the reins in his left hand. I never recollect seeing him hold a pistol; he had a 
pistol generally in ~ belt around his waist. I do not swear positively that I 
never saw a pistol in his hand, I am as sure of that as of everything else. 
I have seen Captain Wirz write. He wrote with his right hand. He at~ wit!l 
his right hand. I don't recollect seeing him do anything else with his right hand. 
It did not attract my attention especially what hand he used. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDEIl AGAINST WIRZ. 

I never heard of Captain Wirz shooting, kicking, or beating a federal prisoner 
while I was at Andersonville. I swear positively to that; I saw him pushing 
prisoners into the ranks, but not that they could be hurt. He would take them 
by the arm and push them into the ranks and ;<ay, "God damn it! couldn't you 
stay in tbe ranks where you were put 1" He would not push them in violently;' 
a gentle pUi:lh. He was violent in tIlese moments, cursing and swearing, as he 
always was with us, but he seemed harder than he was. I never saw him take 
anyone by the throat, but by the shoulder or arm. 'Not with both hands; 
with one hand. I don't know which hand. I have se(ln him often go up the 
line of prisoners; I have seen him counting them, and I never saw him with hia 
pistol in his hand on any of these occasions; it was his enstom ; he had his pistol in 
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OCTOBER 4, 1865. 
GEORGE vV. FECHTNER, for the defence: 
lwas in the Union armyin September,,1862; I was taken prisoner on the 15th of 

September, 1862, by Colonel Jesse, a confederate colonel; I was held as a spy,having 
been identified by one of bis men as such ; I was taken to Knoxville, East Ten
nessee, and from there to Grenada, Mississippi; I was held in that country nine 
months f{)r trial; finally I made my escape but was recaptured by the Mississippi 
home'guard, and taken to Columbus, Mississippi, and from there I was sent to Rich
mond, 'u,nder the name of Charles W. Ross; I gave another name for the purpose 
ofsaV:ing my life'; I had been on trial as a spy; I arrived at Andersonville the 
first of June, ] 864 j none of my comrades who were captured with me were 
punished as spies, except one who was hung. 

CONDITION OF THP. PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

When I arrived at Andersonville I was put in the stockade. 
Q. What did you do in the stockade? 
A. I was' prison sutler part of the time, and I was chief of regulators and 

mag,istrate fOl' the southwest part of the camp. My duty as magistrate was to 
pUnIsh men for stealing; I punished some by flogging, some by setting them 
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to work, and some by sentencing them to be washed. 'They were so very-dirty 
that they had to be washed once it!. a while, and it was a pllllishment to them. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE.r must object to this course of testimony as immate
rial and irrelevant. . 

Mr. BAKER. You will find that this witness will give a new complexion to 
mattert' inside the stockade; that instead of all the horrors we have heard of, 
he, will show that it was a little more comfortable and agreeable. 

The JUDGE AVVOCA'TE. Very '!Vell, r wiU not object to that. 
Q. State what you did as a mllgistrate. 
A. In the southwest part of the camp all the ,men gnilty of stealing were 

bought before me for trial; they were prosecntedby the men from whom they 
had stolen; they would steal tin cups, clothing, food and anything they could 
get their hands on. '1'he police there were organized for the defence of the 
camp; they were composed of companies, thirty men to a company. (To the 
Court.) They were organized for the regulation and defence of the men in the 
camp; the system of robbing men in the streets gave rise to the regulators; 
this system of robbing was carrIed on by a nnmber of men who had banded 
themselves together for the purpose of taking by force that which was not their 
own, money, watches, clothing, and anything they took a fancy to. The 
police were first organized by a number of men, who were prominent in the 
camp, going round and secretly taking the nalDes of able-bodied men who were 
willing to take part in putting down the robbers. After they were sufficiently 
strong it was done openly; the raiders then tried to put down the regulators; 
they styled themselves "the regulators." This led to an outbreak; assistance was 
called for from Captain Wirz, which was furnished immediately; and the raiders 
were taken out; eleven of them were tried, six were hung, and five sentenced 
to wear a ball and chain. .There were sixteen cqmpanies of police; they were 
organized by the chief of polic~; a man named Keese was the first chief; he was 
appointed by the regulators themselves; the regulators elected their own cap
taint', and these captains elected the chief; complaints were made daily concern
ing robberies; I would dispose of them to the best of my ability. For stealing 
a tin cup, if the man was healthy, he was flogged; if he was not healthy he 
was made to sit in a tent all day long, or he was taken down to the creek and 
washed; the men of the regulators executed my orders--;the police. 

The tunnelling was always carried on while I was there, sometimes success
fully, very often not successfully. A number of men would band themselves. 
together, either to work in the tunnel or to furnish funds to buy candles and 
tools' to workiwith. They would buy the candles through the rebel sutler; they 
would dig in nearly all parts of the camp, that is, in parts as close to the stock
ade as possible; in many instances a very deep well was dug; they dug them 
from 50 to 100 feet deep; these wells were dug in the day time; at night the. 
men would be lowered down eight or ten feet, or just as far down as they wanted, 
and they would commence tunnelling, filling up the well with the dirt iu the, 
night time and taking it out in the day; they would do that to prevent suspi
cion. The rebel sergeants when they would notice fresh dirt would track it up. 
to see where it came from; sometimes they dug wells for water; sometimes they 
merely dug them to fill up again with the dirt which they took out of the tuu
nel. The men who were well off in the camp were generally the principal men in· 
working tunnels or digging wells; if they did not wish to work themselves they 
would hire substitutes to work; substitutes could be got for a dollar in green
backs a ni!?;ht; they would work by reliefs; some tunnels had three and some 
six reliefs during the night. 

There were quite a number of storekeepers of different kinds there; I would 
be safe in saying there were a thousand of different kinds in the stockade; they 
would keep their stores in their tents ; they dug holes in the ground to put.them 
in; they got the stores fro,? the post adjutant-the rebel sutler; they got the' 
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1 rgest part of them from him; they got a good many stores through the hospital, 
and by paying the guards at the gate $5 or lIuch matter for leave to go into the 

aountryto buy them. All kinds of trades that are calculated to ma.ke men 
~omrortable were carried on there, such as shoemakers, ta:ilors, watchmakers, &c. 
There were two watchmakers there, five or six shoemakers, and five or six tailors. 
The 8ti"eets were full of soup jobbers; there were about tbirtyeating.houses there; 
they consisted of tables made 011 t of rough bo?,rds and long benches; coffee, tea, ham 
and eggs, biscuit, butter, and honey could be got there; there were at least five 
hundred bakers in the stockade; they would bake biscuit, bread, pies, cakes. 
They would get the flonr from the post adjntant and from the cook-house and 
through the hospital; it would be smuggled in from the cook-house on wood 
wagons; it would be concealed below the wood and brought in. When the 
wood would be unloaded the flour would be taken out and delivered to the men 
It was sold to; it was always sold previously to being taken in; the bakers 
-ivould manage to carryon their business very easily; there was always plenty 
of wood for sale and plenty of HoUl' to be had, and plenty of saleratus; I had a 
50-pound kcg of that ; I had a store after I had been there a while, styled" the 
novelty store." I had a greater variety to J3ell than any other man in the 
camp; some of the articles I had for sale were potatoes, onions, peas, beans, 
apple8, .peachcs, grapes, pears, plums, chickens, watermelons, saleratus, flour, 
red and black pepper, honey, butter, and beei'; I had sorghum, about a barrel. 
I had to pay for a barrel of sorghum $1,300 of confederate money; that 
would be $3:25 in greenbacks. I had to pay $70 of confederate money per 
pound for tea. We got the apples from the post adjutant; they cost ns 
at the rate of $60 a bushel, potatoes the sam.;, onions the same; HoUl' cost us 
$70 a sack of 98 pounds; I had large quantities of tobacco; it was gen
erally .in 25-pound boxes, which would sell at, $22 50; we got ale from 
the post adjutant; we bought it directly from him; he always came inside 

. with loads of these goods; I had ginger and capsicum, and different kinds 
'of roots and herbs in my store; I would buy them from the paroled men 
detailed in the hospital; I would get apples, grapes; and watermelons sometimes 
from the post adjntant; sometimes from the men who were on working squads; 
they would get them when ont at work and would bring them in and sell them 
to the traders inside; we could get outside whenever we wanted to by giving the 
sergeant at the gate $5, generally to take us olit to the country to a house 
where those articles were kept for sale; it was about five miles outside the limits; 
have very often helped sick prisoners, acquaintances of mine; I would give 
them medicine for scurvy and diarrhosa; a dose of medicine there for diarrhosa 
would· cost about $1 25 in green!>acks; they would come around there 
to. my. tent every day when. I told them to do so. .There were cloth-' 
in,g merchants there; there were only two that I particularly know of; but 
there, were a great many on the streets selling clothing of different kinds, shirts, 
pants, shoes, overcoats, caps and hats. Clothing was very cheap there; a 
goo~ pair of army 8hoes could be got for 75 cents 01'· a dollar; a very 
good overcoat for $4; pants for $2; shirts were about the dearest 
tpiugs there were there, they averaged about $3. 'There were quite a 
number of moneY'brokers there; they wonld bny and. sell State money, 
confederate money, gold and silver; there were about 50 of that class 
there; they would also deal in bounty certificates and watches, allCl would 
buy and sell bank checks. 'l'here were bfl.nk checks to buy and sell; they 
,!ould be brought in by new prisoners; they would bny these bounty cer
tificates at a great discount and rnn lhe risk of getting their pay on them; there 
was no place there for paying those bounty certificates; they would risk getting 
t~eir pay when they retnrned north; it was not known there whether the cer
tIficates were gennine or not; ihost of them were 011 the State of Massachu
setts; they gave abont -50 per cent. for bounty certificates. I should judge 
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there was half a million oC-greenbacks circulating there when the Plymouth 
prisoners were brought in; confederate Inoney was brought in in any quan
tity. '1'here were a number' of barber shops there where men could get 
shaved, their hair cut and wiskers dyed, and some of them carried on the 
doctoring business. Only one carried on the doctoring business that I know 
of personally. They wonldbuy their dyeing articles to work with, theh' soap 
and other things, from new arrivals. '1'hose things were brought in in large 
quantities. During the !ponth of June there was an arrival of fresh prisoners 
nearly eveI:y day, who were brought from the neighborhood of Petersburg and 
Richmond. There were quite a nnmber of arrivals in July. Not so many in 
August. Those who were brought in in those months were generally able-bodied 
men, very IlCalthy, well clothed, and had plenty of greenbacks. '1'hey had 
also a number of little articles which soldiers wear. '1'here were two watch
makers there that I know of. They repaired watches and jewelry. I have been 
at their shops. I saw upwards of 50 watches in one man's shop, and a num
ber of articles, such as breastpill8 and rings, left to be repaired. This man kept 
a journeyman; the work was too heavy for himself. They had a full set of 
tools.'. 'l'hey had a tent to work in. The tents were generally made of blankets 
stretched upon poles. Those poles were brought into camp by working parties. 
There were pole merchants there. I should say there were about 30 pole 
merchants. The working squads brought poles in-men who were taken. out 
every morning to work and who were sent into camp in the evening; they would 
bring in such things as they could secure every day, fence rails, poles, and boards. 
The bakers could carryon their baking businf"ss very easily; everytHing that 
was needed to carry it on was to be had in the camp. Wood was for sale in 
large quantities. They constructed ovens of mud, some very large and others 
very small. They would buy the wood from wood merchants and also from the 
messes in camp. I cannot say how many wood merchants were there; they 
were passingaronnd on the streets all the time. Some would get their wood 
from the working squads; they would bring in a good deal of it. Others would 
draw it for the whole mess and sell it. The messes there would be divided up 
in small numbers, and the men would agree to take each his turn in getting the 
whole of the wood. The messes consisted of any number of men who agreed 
to divide the wood up in this way. There would be from 6 to 30 men in 
a mess.' '1'hey would draw wood every morning, taking it by turl}s, but one man 
taking the whole,at one time. '1'he wood was brought in in wagons and hauled 
right up to the quarters of the detachment and there issued to them. '1'hen they 
would divide it among themselves. There were four sergeants to each detach
ment, one head sergeant and one sergeant to each squad. The squad sergeant 
would take the wood for the squad and deliver it to the messes. '1'he mess 
would t~ll'n it over to the man to whom it properly belonged that evening-to the 
man whose turn it was to have the wood. He would take it off and sell it to 
the wood merchants; to anyone who would buy it. 'l'he bakers might get wood 
in that way. A common-sized cord stick was worth two dollars in greenbacks. 
There were about five hundred bakers there. 'rhe tailors had the business of 
making pants ont of corn-sacks taken from the commissary wagons. There 
were a number of tailors-five or six I was acquainted with. They were always 
busy making pants for men who wanted a clean pair of pants to put on once in 
a while, to make themselves feel like being at home. They stole the sacks out 
of tIle commissary wagons. 

There was trading over the stockade. The trading over the stockade was 
done by men lying alongside the dead-line in the evening and asking the guard 
if he had anything to sell. If he replied that he had, they would agree to meet 
again at some hour during the night. When the man wonld come there, a sack 
of beans or potatoes, 01' whatever else it was, would be thrown over the stockade 
by the guard. '1'he mlm pnrchasing it would wrap his greenbacks up in a rag 
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containing a stone, so as to throw it over the stockade. The guard next the one 
that threw the things over would keep the man from coming inside the dead-line 
until the confederate examined the money to see that it was all right; then the 
man would be permitted to go inside the dead-line and get his goods. 'I'hat 
was caITied on very extensively. 

I had a store. I first bought a lot, and erected a shanty on it. .I dug a cel
IaI' at the bottom of the tent, which was made of boardf\. In the night-time I 
would keep my goods in the cellar and in the day-time I would display them on 
the street. I would buy the boards from men who belonged to the working 
parties; they would bring them iu when they came in at night. '.rhere were 
about three thousand ,tents or buildings of that sort inside the stockade, asnear 
as I can judge. About half of the area outside the dead-line was covel:ed with 
tents. We had real estate owners there; every man owned the ground his tent 
was on. There was some real estate agents for the purpose of buying and seIl
ing lots_ They would buy lots whenever they could find them for sale, and 
pay for them according to the locality. I bought a lot on a side street, six feet 
square, and gave a dollar for it. I bought another on a principal street, also six 
feet squal'e, for which-I gave five dollars. 'I'here was not anything' on it. I 
erected a shanty in both places. I bought the boards, which were for sale there 
every day. There were lumber merchants there. I occupied the shanties. I 

- occupied them for stores and for dwelling both. 
There were gamblers there; quite a number of them. They would deal faro, 

honest john, euchre, seven up, and poker. There was an organized gang of 
gamblers there; abo some detached gamblers who would make use of tents 
during the day-time to gamble in, and who would have runners hunting out men 
who wanted to gamble. There was a great deal of money won and lost every 
day; there were a good many " chuckle-up" dealers, men who had a little board 
with numbers on, and boxes of dice. There was money there, so that that could 
be made profitable; I should judge there were a hundred" chuckle-up" dealers 
on the main street, and they had a crowd around them at all hours of the day, 

There was a great deal of suffering there on account of exposure to the 
weather. I cannot say that anybody suffered from hunger. '.rhe rations that 
I got when I first went there were sufficient for me to live on; after the first 
week I did not eat the rations at all. 1£ anybody bad money there he could 
get what he wanted to eat. '1'here were about a thousand dealers, stores an d 
such like, there I think. 

These men would dig their tunnels with knives, tin pans, and an instrument 
that was made out of a shovel. 

Q. Describe that instrument. 
A. A shovel would be taken from the working party and the handle burnt 

out of it. '.rhe iron which lapped over the wood of the handle would be then 
tUl~ned up at right. ang'les, and the blade of the shovel would be rounded off. 
~l'hey would w01·k with it by lying flat ill the tunnel and just shoving it for

ward as hard as possible. It was not very dark there at night-time; we had 
camlles. We got them from the post adjutant, the post sutler, who would get 
them in very small quantities. 'l'hey were a contraband article in the camp, 
and we were not allowed to have them. WlJiskey was a contraband article. 
Oandles were contraband on account of the tunnelling- opera-tious having been 
dis.covered-. '1'he adjutant was forbidden to bring any more into camp, as he 
Slated himself. 
_(To 'the court.) The adjutant's name waS _Selman; he was a confederate 

officer.- He belonged outside; he had a board shanty erected inside, and had 
two federal prisoners to take charge of it. That was the sutler's storehouse. 
He would have large quantities of flour, tobacco, beans, and peas, salt and rice, 
aIldsmaII quantities of onions, potatoes, apples, and such things. '.rbings that 

- H. Ex. Doc. 23--36 
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were liable to spoil would be brought in in small quantities, and anything not 
liable to spoil would be brought in in large quantities. I would obtain grapes 
by tke quart every day. 

Captain Wirz brought those raiders back. He turned them over to the men 
who were appointed to hang them, and remarked that we were all prisoners in 
an enemy's country and in a bad condition, to make the best of it, and if we 
could get along without hanging those men to do so; if not, to hang them, and 
God have mercy on us all. . Those men who were sentenced to he hanged were 
taken hold of; the hangman stood on one side and another man on the other 
side, and they were led to the steps of the scaffold. One of them broke away 
and was brought back. 'rhey were all pnt upon the scaffold and asked if they 
had anything to say. .After they got through there were meal sacks drawn over 
their heads and the drop was drawn. 'rhe rope broke with one man and he was 
held up until the ropewu,s adjusted again, and then he was pushed off. 

'1'here were at least four hundred wells and springs in the camp. The water 
was always plentiful. The water was very clear and good until the month of 
June. During June the watel' was very mud!:1y. It rained so much during that 
month that nobody thought of digging wells or springs, and the creek was always 
very muddy. The deep wells were dug by companies;' each stockholder paid 
so much for the privilege of getting water from the well at all times. '1'here 
was money paid also for providing a guard to watch the wells and keep them 
from being destroyed, and also to keep too many from taking water out of them. 
There was a guard to gnard them. The large wells were dug on the hill, north
west of t.he creek. 

Q. How did they get water out of the wells? . 
.A.'rhere were strings and ropes in the camp, and boot-legs were cut up and 

leather strings made. 
There were buckets; six buckets were issued to each squad of ninety men, 

and there were also buckets for sale. .All the buckets that were wanted eould 
be obtained for money. There was one man there who made bogus greenbacks; 
followed it as a busines~; he made a living at it; he had men to pass them off 
at so much a dollal:. '1'hose greenbacks would be thrown over the stockade to 
the guards in exchange for goods. He manufactured them with a green and 
red pencil and paper; I have seen some of them; I had one passed on myself, 
a ten-dollar bill. None of those men were ever tried or punished. '1'he making 
of them was countenanced because it was for the benefit of the prisoners. 

The swamp was partly filled when I came away. I came away the 24th of .August, 
1864. I left therefor OharIestonas an officer. (To the court.) .All my evidence has 
refereuce to the time before the 24th of .August. There was a letter-box at the 
south gate; it was about a foot square. I saw it full of letters at one time.· 
When it contained letters there was a list posted up on the post to which the, 
box was nailed, and during such timE; as it contained letters a sergeant came·' 
in every morning and unlocked it and called off the letters. If the men to whOIll 
the letters belonged or any of their friends were there the letters would be· 
delivered to them. I saw one very small lot of boxes come for the prisoners; . 
I saw what was in one box; the man next to me received it. That box had 
been forwarded from Richmond. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

'1'he whole camp was never deprived of rations anyone day, froIJ;l the 1st of:: 
June, 1864, to the 24th of August, 1864. Detachments and squads were deprived,~ 
of rations. . .~ 

Q. Explain how thatwas." 
A. Men would escape by the tunnels and be reported by their sergeants aSi" 

around in the camp in some place; the rebel sergeants when they w'ould come, 
to count off the squad would insist on these men being found. The sergeaDU~ 
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ofsquads would then drill up men wherever they could find them, and make 
them fall il'lto place, and sometimes they wonld be detected in doing so, and the 
squad would be deprived of its rations for that day. 

VACCINATION. 

I never saw anyone vaccinated there. The rebel sergeants when they- came 
to count off the detachments would ask if there were any men there wlio had 
'!Jot b,een vaccinated, and if there were they were to report at the south gate 
at such an hour during the day. I saw some who had the appearance of having 
been vaccinated; men came by my quarters every day who had been vaccinated
very few in comparison to the number in camp; I should judge there were five 
hundred altogether passing and repassing with their sleeves rolled up. I never 
knew allY of them to suffer from sore anns; I never kuew a man with a:- sore 
arm in the stockade from any cause whatever. They could avoid being vaccinated 
by not going to the south gate. 'rhe rebel sergeant would merely ask if there 
was any man who had not been vaccinated, and if there was he was to go to the 
south gate to get vaccinated. If a man did not want to be vaccinated he could 
keep still and not go to the gate. There never was an examination of the pris
oners to see who had been vaccinated. There was not any such thing as the 

;guards taking them oft' by force if they did not want to go tc, be vaccinated; 
that never was done. • 

THE CHARG8S OF MURD8R AGAINST WIRz. 

I saw Captain Wirz coming in the stockade three times that I distinctly 
remember, while I was there. I never knew of his 'shooting, beating, kicking, 
or in any way injuring prisoners while I was there. ~ never heard of it. I 
circulated around the stockade to a great ~xtent; I was going all t he time. I 
never knew of tllC confedel:ates getting furloughs for shooting Union IJris
oners. 

Cross-examined by the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

I live in Quincy, Illinois. My brothel' has moved there: since I came bere to 
attend this trial. I have not lived there at all, but my honie is with my brothers 
who live there. I lived at Cincinnati when I joined the service. I was in the first 
Kentucky mounted volunteer infantry. I was in the service only that onetime. I 
never deserted the U lIited States service. I never received a cent of bounty ; I never 
received a cent of pay. I sen'ed the United States government without pay 
or reward, and I never entered a regiment but the one I first joined. I was' 
captured in a fight at New Castle, Kentucky, on the 15th of September, 1862, 
with my regiment. I do not know how many others were captured at the same 
time; I was not the only one captured; the colonel was captured; he was 
Colonel Morris; I do not know where he liYed; I was only in the regiment 
from Friday evening until Sunday 1Il0l'lling. I enlisted at LaGrange, Kentucky; 

,I did not enlist, I received an appointment from the colonel as second lieutenant. 
I was acting as second lieutenant when I was captured. I had not my commission. 
I did not have charge of the company as such. I was serving as a second 
lieutenant; there were twenty men in my company; there were one hundred 
and twenty-four men in the regiment; it was just organizing, is what made 
it so small. It had not organized at the time I was captured. It was brought 
into fight wit,hout being organized. 'l'here were parts of ten companies in it. 
(To the court.) The regiment was never mnstered ill to service. I do 1I0t know 
jf the colonel was mustered in; none of the regiment were mustered in that- r 
know of. 

Q. How came it to get into a fight 1 
A. We were on the march to get intothe centre of Kentucky to get recruits, 
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'and were surrounded at New Castle j we were going there by order of Colonel 
Morris. We started off on our own hook to get into the middle of Kentucky 

-,to recruit; we started from La Grange, Kentucky. "Ve started on a Saturday 
,night, j IJst at dark, in September, 1862. La Grange is about twelve miles from 
New Castle; Colonel Jessie captured us; he was a rebel guerilla j we were 
not. gncrillas. I understood it was by the authority uf the governor of Ken
tucky that we were acting. I believe it was Governor Robinson. I left Cin" 
cinnati about the first of September. I can name other officers of the regiment. 
There was a Captain Robinson in the regiment; I do not know where he lived; 
I think he lived in Louisville. '1'here was also a Captain Uole in the regiment; 
he was captain of my company; he lives in the centre of Kentucky. None of 
them were commissioned j none of them had received their commissions. None 
of the officers or men of the regiment werc commissioned or mustered. It was 
not an independent organization; it was merely organizing. vVe had muskets; 
I do not know wher,e they came from. I was there when the regiment was 
partially organized. The muskets were all there at La Grange when I joined' 
the regiment; I drewminein camp; I didnotdrawthemfodhe company as captain ; 
I was acting as second lieutenant. vVe all had muskets, captain and all ; officers 
and privates had all muskets; I got miue from the acting quartermaster j I do 
not know who he was; I never heard his. name, that I rccollect. He harl them 
in a tent; they were the olel Harper's Ferry muskets, flint-locks changed. At 
the time we wp.re captured we resisted; I do not know that any of the men 
were killed; I did !Jot see any; there was a citizen of the place wounded, but 
none of the troops were wounded that I know of. I am not aware that we 
killed any of the rebels in that fight; that engagement was probably like sbme , 
you have been in. The fight continued about an hour. 'Ve smrendered. It 
was reported that the regiment fighting against us was only as strong as ours; 
I cannot say. We were fighting with equal numJ;lers, and after an hour's fighting 
we surrendered. We lost no men and had none wounded that I know of. The 
rebels had carbines and shot-guns. 'Ve were in the court-house, about forty 
'Of us. The regiment was not composed of fort.y men only; tile regiment con
'sistcd of one hundred and twenty-four men. 'rhe rest of them had gone back 
some place in the hills. 'Ve became separated because we resolved to stay in 
the court-house. A body- of ns were ordered to remain in the court-lJOuse; the 
:rest left, including the colonel. I do not know that the men were -allowed to 
:;separate by any body's order, but they did separate. I do not know where the. 
Test went to j ,ve went into the court-honse to make a fight. I did not send 
;away any of the men. 

Q. Accqrding to your estimate there were seventy of, the men nobody knew 
-where, and forty went into the cOl1l't-house to fight j were you one of the 
forty 1 

A. Yes; there were over eighty wel?-t off. I never united with the eighty j 
1: never heard of them again. 'rhe forty fired upon the rebels as they charged 
on the town and continued to file for an hour, and then we surrendered. Over 
a hundred attacked us, I cannot, say bow many. I was taken to Knoxville, 
East Tennessee, after I was cuptl1l'eel. I do not know what became of the rest. 
I was put under special guard_ 'l'hey made It special matter of my case; they 
recognized me j it was claimed that I was a spy; one of Jessie's men recog'nized 
me as snch. He claimed that I was a man whom he had seen before; I do not 
know that he ever saw me befOIe; I do not know it. l' do not know where 
t.he rest of my regiment was taken. I do not know anything about t~e 
colonel; I never reported to him again; I made inquiries for hun 
after I came out of prisun; I have not heard of any of the regiment since; 1. 
never heard of any of the officers eince; I have inquireel about them; I could 
hear that thei'e was such a regiment, but I could not hear what became of thew.' 
I was kept at Knoxville about a month j I was kept in the jail at Knoxville.· 
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When I was captured I had in my possession a fac-simile of confederate money, 
a discharge 0[' my brother's, and a parole of honor, not a forged one, a genuine' 
parole j it was my own parole of honor not to take np arms against the Oonfederat.e 
States. I have not taken an oath to serve the confederate government j I have 
not taken an oath not to take up arms against it; I gave my parole I was 
not in violation of my oat.h when I was captured j my parole Iiad run out j my 
parole was given to the man who commanded at Lexington, Kentucky, in the 
fall of 1862. As nearly as I recollect, I bound myself not to take up arms 
aO'ainst the confederates while they remained in Kentucky. I am certain about 
that j it WIlS not that I was not to take up arms against the sonthern confederacy 
while it was fighting the government, it was merely while they occupied Ken
tucky j it was forced upon me. I was a citizen of Oincinnati and was at Lex
ington, Kentucky, when I was arrested on the street, taken to the provost rnar
sMI's and forced to gjve a parole. 

Q. How were you forced 1 
A. They threatened to send me to the gllard.honse 
Q. How were you fO~'ced ? 
A. They threatened to selld me to the guard·house. I was at Lexingt,on, 

Kentucky, looking for work. I could not get work at Oincinnati. lily trade 
is coach-making. I made application at Oincinnati for work. That was in 
1862.' 'rhere are not more extensive establishments of the kind in Lexington 
than there are in Oinc'nnati. I went there because it suited me best to work 
there. I can name an individual in Oincinnati to whom I applied for work. I 
applied to J. & B. Bruce, cor"er of Elm and Oolumbia stn,cts. I applied to them 
in the fall ofl862. 

After I left Knoxville I went to Grenada, Mississippi. The rebel home 
guard took me there. I don't know what I was considered at that time; I still ' 
undflrstood that I was under charges. I had nothing about me at that time j 
nothing but my clothes. I was kept at Grenada until a,raid came, and then I 
was taken to J achon, Mississippi, by the rebel guard. I staid there two or 
three days. I took nothing but my clothes from Grenada to Jackson. They 
took me to Oanton from .Jackson. I dOll't know how long I was there; I was 
off and on a doz~n times. I was taken from there to Panola, :Mississippi, for 
triaL I was run from one place to another during the time that Grant was be
sieging Vicksburg. I left Panola finally about the last of June, 1863. I had 
nothing but my clothing with me there. I· took away nothing with me from 
there. Next I was take'l to Oanton again. I made my escape from Oanton on 
the 5th of .July, and triea to reach Fryer's Point, on the :Mississippi river. That 
was in 1863. I was captured and taken to Oolumbus, Mississippi; staid there 
about a week, and was sent to Richmonc1. I arrived in Richmond the last part 
of July, 1863. I staid in Libby prison nine days, and then was put on Belle 
island. I staid therp, till the last of"August, 1863, when I made my escape. 
I Vias recaptured at Petersburg on the 1st of September, I staid the whole 
of.August at Belle island. After I was captured at Petersbnrg I was put in 
Castle 'l'hunder, and kept there five months. I was sent from there to Salis
bury, North Carolina. I took nothing with me bnt my clothing and a ball and 
ch~in. I staid at Salisbury four months. I left there in1Iay, 18G4. I was 
taken from there to Andersonville. I took nothing with me but my clothing. 
I was put in the stockade the same day of my ani val therfl. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISDNEHS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I commenced business at Andersonville about the second week after I arrived 
there. I started in business on my ration of corn-bread I don't know what 
day. It was not the first day I arrived; it. was some day in the first week I 
was there I sold my ration of corn-bread. ' I got ten cents for it. I sold it to 
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somebody in the street; I could. not say who. I don't know what lle did with 
it. I saved the ten cents till Igot more. I saved it till the next week. I got 
ten cents every time I drew a ration of corn-bread and sold it. At that time 
my ration was "a piece of corn-bread about three inches thick and four inches 
long and wide, a pint of cooked beans, and a piece of bacon. I lived on the 
peas and bacon. I ate no corn-bread at all. I continued on that regimen about 
two weeks, and I sold my corn-bread ration every day for ten cents. That was 
not the extent of my trading; I bought eggs and sold them, and then I bought 
soap and sold it. I commenced dealing in eggs about the 10 th of Jnne, I think. 
I bonght thirteen dozen of eggs. I paid three dollars and sixty cents for them 
per dozen. That was about the 10th of June, and I went in the stockade about 
the 1st of June. I bought them from a man nicknamed" Limber Jim." Up 
to that time I had not bought anything. I sold my ration for ten cents a ration 
up to the 10th of June. I do not know how much it would make. I bought 
the eg'gs on tick. It was customary to deal on tick among men who had confidence 
in each other. I was regarded as a man of honor, and am wherever I go. I did 
not fleece prisoners out of their money. I consider it consonant with my ideas 
of hOllor to buy and sell among prisoners .who are sl!ll'ving. I could not assist 
them withont doing so. I consider it consistent with my ideas of hOllor to trade 
with any man when I can Letter myself and others by so doing', and that is the 
basis on which I justify my traffic with those prisoners. I continued to traffic 
in that way until the very day I left the stockade I do not know how much 
money I made while there. I gave it away every day. I would give it to my 
friends, to men whom I got acquainted with there. I robbed no onc, I traded 
with strangers to give money to my friends. I consider it honorable to take 
from strangers and give to friends, for this reason: the strangers were healthy, 
able-bodied men, and my friends there were sick.' I sold to whoever wished to 
buy, and when men were not able to buy I gfl,ve it to them. When I left Ander
som'iIle I had $520 in greenbacks, and I ent~red without anything. At one time 
there I had in my possession five thous'and dollars, wllich I got by trafficking 
in tltatway. I was there from the 1st of June to the 24th of August. I pur
chased flour, beans, pies, potatoes, onions, tobacco, honey, butter, grapes, apples, 
peaches, pears, and beer. I purchased sorghum at $324 a barrel in greenbacks,_ , 
or $1,300 in eonfederate money. I purchased two barrels of sorghum while I ' 
was there. I purcha~ed them from the rebel sutler-the adjutant of the post. 
I clonot recollect whether or not I paid him for the sorghum at the time. I 
paid him for it some time. I paid him money every evening. I bought flour. 
I paid seventy dollars a sack for it. I bought Hour in sacks almo~t every day 
Some clays ,r sold as much as a thousand dollars' worth of flour. Almost every 
day 1 bought flour in the sack, Sunclays and week-clays, hom the adjutant 
of the post. I bought apples also; s'ometimes as much as a bushel at a 
time; not in the sack-merely piled up in a tent. I would go there and view 
them. 'l'hey were piled up by the men owning them. Apples were brought 
in by the working parties. I paid sixty dollars a bushel for applps, I never 
bought apples from the adjutant. I did not buy them almost every day; they 
were a scarce article. I bought potatoes too; I bought them by the sack. I 
paid sixty dollars a sack for them. I bought the· potatoes from l,he post adju
tant. I bought onions by the sack; they were brought in by the sack. I 
bought them from Selman, the post adjutant, at sixty dollars a sack. Potatoes J 

and onions I bought daily. Of onions J: bought but olle sack a day on the, 
average. Of potatoes I bought about three sacks a day on an a\'eragt~ "J, 

The commission here adjourned till to-morrow, Thursday, 5th Oct;)ber, at 10 "1 
0'clock a. m. ..~ 
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OCTOBER 5, 1865. 
The commission met pursuant to adjournment. 

ATTEMPT TO IMPEACH THE TESTJ.¥I0NY OF THOMAS C. ALCOJ{E. 

Mr. BAKER. With the permission of the judge advocate, I desire to ask this 
witness one or two questions before he proceeds with the cross-examination. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Very well; ask your questions. 
By COUNSEL: 

I know the· witness Alcoke, who testified here on the part of the prosecution. 
I had a conversation with him just previons to his departure from here after he 
had testified on the staud. 

Q. State what it was iu relation to his testimony. 
'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. I object. The purpose is to impeach the testimony 

of Alcoke. 1 submit that the proper ground has not been laid; if so, the record 
will show it. 'The witness Alcoke must have been asked and asked during his 
cross-examination, whether at any time, mentioning the time, and in the presence 
of anybody, mentioning the persons, he said such and such a thing with regard 
to this case. If that ground had been laid and the record showed it, then this 
witness could be interrogated as one of the persons who heard Alcoke; that is 
the rule, and the reason of it is, that a witness before he is impeached must 
be cautioned of the particular thin~ he is going to be impeached about. The 

· court and the counsel understand that. 
Mr. BAI{ER. Thejurlge advocate will bear in mind that in the case of one or 

two witnesses for the prosecution I requested them very politely, indeed, to be 
particular on certain points, because I expected to contradict them, and for that 
sug!Sestion I received a very severe rebuke; of course I would not attempt it 
again. In the next place, as to this witness J\lcoke, I am not contradicting him 
as to any part of his testimony, but I propose to show to the court the degree 
of weight that should be attached to that testimony by reason of the manner in 
which, after he had testified, he expressed himself to this witness on certab 
points: of course I could not call his attention to that while on the stand. I pro
pose to give to this court his own denial of the truth of his testimony, and of 
course no one could know that he would deny his testimony until after he had 
given it. After he 'had given his testimony he said himself there was no truth 
in it, and that goes to his impeachment, not to a contradiction of auy facts to 
which he swore. I have a right, according to the rules of law, to show th:1t any 
witness after he testified said that his testimony was untrue. Nothing is clearer 
than that, and that is what I propoee to do now. ·The objection of the judge 
advocate iii on anflther point which does not arise. It relates to contradicting 
a witness, but this is impeaching the testimony of a witness by his own lan
guage. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. '1'he fact now stated presents the rule in another· 
aspect. It is that the language used by the witness was used after his exam
ination. :\ow, if the court pleases, the same principle is involved, for this reason: 

· t4at after Alcoke was examined and off the stand he was no longer acting under 
· the solemnity of an oath. '1'he reason for contradicting a witness while on 

the stand is to make him reiterate things under the solemnity of an oath. That 
is the only poiut there is in it. If the purpose had been to cross-examine him 
for the purpose of impeachment, or if a desire had been ent~rtained by the coun
sel to impeach him, he onght to have put him on the stand again for that pur
pose. 

Mr. BAKER. The judge advocate misunderstands my object. It is not to con
tradict the witness in anything he testified to. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I understand that. • 
Mr. BAKER. Of course then I could not call his attention to it while he was 

on the stand. After he had testified and was going away, he said himself that 
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there was no t.ruth in his testimony. So of course it could not have anything to 
do with my contradicting what he testified to while on the stand., It is an im
peachment, not it contradiction; slJOwing from his own language that there was 
no truth in his testimony. If t.he court is about to rule upon it, I will put it in 
this shape that it may be considered. I offer to show by t!:le witness now upon 
the stalld, that the witness Alcoke, 'who testified for the prosecution, after he 
had got through his testimony and had got his discharge, told this witness that 
there was no truth in what he had testified to. That is my object. 

The court was cleared for deliberation, and on the doors being reopened, 
The PR ESIDE~T said.: Mr. Baker, the court have decided to sustain the abje:

tion of the judge advocate. At the same time they have decided that if you 
wish to continue the investigation of this matter under the rules oflaw, as clearly 
settled, you can take a snmmons or subpmaa for the witness, bring him back, put 
him upon the stand and ask him questions. 

Mr. BAKER. I should like to continue the investigat.ion under what I consider 
the rules of law, but I GO not wish to bring back a witness for the government 
under the circumstances. 

'l'he PRESIDENT. You have to accept the decision of thr, court. We cannot 
consent to violate the law as clearly established and repeatedly decided. At the 
same time we arc uot desirous of protecting any man who may have acted in the 
way you seem to think you. can establish that this mten has acted, and for that 
purpose we offer yon a subpcena for the witness Alcoke. 

Mr. BAKER. I do not want that. 
'The PRESIDENT. Very' well, that is tbe decisiori; no m'll'tJ remarks on it. 
Mr. BAKER. Of conrse I shall abide by the dec.ision of the court. 
'l'he PRESIDENT. Of course you will have to do it. 
Mr. BAKER. Well, I have no disposition to do otherwise, and have never 

shown any. 
The PRESIDE:\IT. You talk as if you had. 
Mr. BAKER. I always abide by the decision of the court respectfully. 
The PRESIDENT. Well, let it be so wit.hout any remarks. 
Mr. BAIO;R. I have nothing further to ask the witness. 

OCTOBER 5. 

Cross-examination resumed by the JUDG~: ADVOCATE: 
I was born at Lancaster, Ohio; I shall be 2'1 years old my next birthday. I 

have a trade; I am a coach-makel·. I have worked at that. trade since 1853. I 
was at home before that time; I did not live at home in Lancaster, Ohio. My 
home was in Cincinnati. I left Lancaster, Ohio, when I was Ii ve years old. I 
removed to Cincinnati. I lived in Cincinnati till the hreaking out of the war, 
e'Xcept such time as I spent learning my trade at Covillgtan, Kentncky. I learnt 
my trade in Oovington. I think I was nearly fOllrteen years old when I first 
went into it. I shall be 24 next birthday, and I have been working at coach
making since 1853. I do not know whether I have got that figuring right or 
not; I believe I commenced learning the coach-maker's trade before I was four
teen years old. I do not know holY much before; I have lIOt figured it out. 1 
don't think it was any years before. I have never been convicted of any crime; 
I never committed any. I have never been charged with the commission of any 
crime. I have never been in any penitentiary 01' jail, except sl1ch rebel jails as 
I have been in. 1 did not take an oath of allegiance while I was at Anderson
ville, to the rebel government. I did not make any promises to that govern
ment while there. I never was tried as a spy; I was held for trial when I made 
my escape. I said on the record that I was heJd for trial. I told you distinctly 
that the trial was interrupted by raiding parties from Memphis. The trial' had 
begun. It had begun twice and was interrupted each time. It was a court of 
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confederate officers that tried me; It military court at Panola, Mississippi, both 
times. The interruptions were made by raiding parties from Memphis. 11eft 
Panola each time and went back again; I don't recollect the month when my 
trial first begun. I had no ass!1med name then. n1:y name there was Fechtner. 
It was shortly after that when I was next tried; in the course of a month. I 
was arraigned then under the name of Fechtner; I assumed the name of Charles 
W. Ross, after I dropped that of l<'echtner. , I assumed it at Columbus, Missis
sippi. After I made my escape I was rl'captured and gave the name of Charles 
W. Ross. to prevent being taken back to camp and tried as a spy. I had not 
acted as a spy; I left Cincinnati about the last of August, or the first part of 
September, in the year 1863. The rebels occupied Kentucky at that time. I 
do Dot know how much of it. They occupied Lexington then. I left Cincinnati 
to g'et employment, and went to Lexillgtol~ because I could not get employment 
in Cincinnati. The rebels were not in possession of Lexing·ton when I went 
there. 'When I said a moment ago they were, I did not have reference to the 
first of the month; I had reference to the last of the month. 'rhey occupied 
Lexington after I arrived there. I knew that they occupied Kentucky. They 
did Dot occupy Lexington when I went there. I went there to get work. It 
was not in rebel possession. If I stated otherwise I made a mistake. I did 
Dot assume any name there; I went under my right name. In the course of 
two weeks after I arrived there; I was required to give a p([role. It was made 
out in the name of Fechtner. I do not know who was in command of Lexington 
when I got there; I think the rebel general, General John Morgan. I do not know 
what time I arrived then~; I do not know where his headquarters were. I 
suppose General John Morgan was in command whAn I arrived there; I do 
not know; I was not conversant with rebel affairs. I c.ould not tAll where his 
headq uarters werA. I did not know. I was not told; I was told he was in 
command; I heard it on the street in Lexington. I told you that Lexington 
was captured in the course of two weeks after I arrived there. 'l'here were no 
rebels in command there when I arrived. I did not say that General Morgan 
was in command there when I arrived. 

By direction of the judge advocate, the reportei' read the following question 
and answel' from the record: 

"Q Who was in command at Lexington when you got there? 
"A. I do not know who; I think General John Morgan." 
That is not true; I did not enter the military service until after I left Lex

ington. I went to Louisville from there; 1 did not enter the military service 
at Louisville; I entered it at La Grange, Kentucky. I entered the serviee 
there. '{'hat was the first ·time I was in the service at all. I went from La 
Grange to New Castle. I should judge it is twelve miles from La Grange as near 
as I can recollect, east of La Grange. That was in September, 1862. I was 
captured at New Castle. I said that the colonel was captured at the same time; 
not with me.. He was not in the squad offorty. I could not say where he was, 
not being wit!1 him. I saw him five miuutes before we entered the court-home, 
before the fight began. lYe were in the court-house square at the time the 

, enemy had approaehed in sight. The fight had not begun-the skirmishing. 
The fight began as se OIl as the colonel retired from the town, Colonel Morris. 
JIe retired about the time we entered the court-honse, There was no organ
iZ(ttiou of the regiment, no discipline; that is holY it happened that our regiment 
were divided in that way. They scattered and took to the hill:;; only forty 
stood for the fight-that is all; I have never heard of any of the members of 
that organization since I came back, or ,,';hat became of them. 

. ' .. I)eft Andersonville on the 24th of August, 1864; I was taken away as an 
o:6i?er.; I was ordered away by Lieutenant Davis. When I first arrived there 
Itdld.not report myself as an officer; I did not make myself known as an officer 
tIll the day I was takcnaway: I did not claim the privileges of an officer be
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cause I did not think I was entitled to them. I knew I was not an officer; I
 
made representations finally that I was an officer. I think that was false in
 
some respects. I thought I was entitled to the privileges of an officer, seeing I
 
was acting as such when captured.
 

Q. A moment ago you said you thought you were not entitled to ·the. privileges
 
of an officer 1 .
 

A. A man is liable to change his thoughts. I do not change mine in half a 
minute. They are both the truth. It is true that at one time I did regard 
myself as entitled to the privileges of an officer. It is not false that I left there 
representing myself as an officer. I went to Macon from there. I said yester
day I went to Charleston. Macon is on the road to Charleston. There is no 
explanation about it. I went to Macon, and from there to Charleston. I could 
not say exactly when I arrived at Charleston. In the course of a week, I should 
judge-in about a week; that wonld make it about the 1st of September. I 
do pot know how long I staid in .Charleston. I was kept there as a prisoner-as 
an officer. I gave the name of Charles W. Ross, fifth Ohio cavalry-I mean first 
Kentucky mounted infantry. I said fifth Ohio cavalry, because I had been 
passing as a II/ember of that regiment at Andersonville. I gave my name there 
as Charles W. Ross, company K, fifth Ohio cavalry, with the rank of private. 
I deliberately falsified when I entered the stockade. 

Q. You called yourself a private, when you were an officer? 
A. I was not an officer. 
Q. Then you were not anoflicer at all? 
A. A man is not considered an officer till he is mustered in, 1'.S I under

stand it. 
Q. Then you do not persist in saying that you were entitled to the privileges 

of an officer? 
. A. I persist in saying that I thought I was entitled to the pri vileges of an 

officer. 
Q. But you persist in saying that yon were not an officer? 
A. No; I was not an officer. I could not receive pay as such. I did not 

know that an officer was entitled to different treatment there from a private, and 
I did not find it out after I left. I sought to leave because my life was threat
ened by men that had been raiders there. I have never been a raider myself. I 
have never participated in their operations. I did not secretly sympathize with 
them. I never made money out of tbem. I have never shared in the money 
they mad€'. 

I do not know when I left. Charleston. I have 110 idea whether it was in 
one month or two months. It was not more than two months. I believe we 
left in October. I left when the rest of the officers did. I left with the officers. 
I went from there to Columbia, South Carolina I staid thilre nntil the 1st of 
lVlarch-about the 1st of March, 1865. I assumed the name of Charles W. 
Ross, 1st Kentucky mounted infantry, with the rank of second lieutenant. I 
staid at Columbia from the time of my arrival til! about the 1st of March, 1865. 
I made rnyescape hom there, and was recaptured in the field. I made my 
escape by concealing my~elf under the hospital when the prisoners were moved 
off. I was captured again by rebels in the field in the first week in March. That 
was four or five days after I escapeJ. I had no money; I had spent my money 
for something to eat, and given it away. I had given it away; I can name 
several persons to whom I g'ave money. I gave money to Lieutenant Tinker, of .~ 
an Indian.a regiment; I cannot say what regiment; I think ti,e eighty-first. I .1:.·.:·
can give you his post office address. I gave some to Lieutenant Johnson, of the .'. 
third Maine regiment. That was part of the money I made out, of the prisoners : 
at Andersonville. After I was recaptured, I was sent to Richmond and 
exchanged uncl~" the name of Charles tV. Ross, first Kentucky mounted '; 
in·Pantry. I was exchanged by order of Robert Ould, on the confederate side, .! 
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and received by Colonel Mulford, on the federal side. I think rolld were passed 
at thE' time; I don't know. I assumed on the' rolls the name of Charles W. 
Ross, second lieutenant first Kentucky mounted infantry. The rolls were made 
at Richmond. I knolV there never was any such officer in that regiment. I 
do not know anything about whether the government knew it. I know the gov
ernment exchanged me under the name of Charles W. Ross, belonging to the 
first Kentucky mounted infantry. when there was no such officer in that regi
ment. I did not perpetrate a fraud on the government, because, immediately 
upon reaching the federal lines, I went to Colonel Mulford and told him about 
my case. I was not an officer; I believe there was an officer exchanged for me. 
I do not know that I perpetrated frauds on both governments, because I 
explained my position to Colonel Mulford, and was accompanied by an adjutant 
of the fourteenth Illinois cavalry. That was the 14th of March, 1865. I was 
in Richmond that last time about three days. I was ahout foul' days coming 
from Columbia to Richmond. I was about four days getting to Richmond. I 
didn't say that I was captu'red on the 14th; I said about the first. I was deliv
ered for exchange on the 14th. After I left Colonel Mulford, I was sent to 
Annapolis, Maryland, to Parole camp. I was sent there because it was the 
depot for exchanged prisoners. I went there as an officer. I entered the name 
ofGeo~ge W . .l!'echtner. 'rhat is my right name. I have a certificate to that 
effect. I left Camp Parole the same day that I arrived there. 'l'hat was the 
14th of March, 1865. I do not know how far that camp was from where I saw 
Colonel Mulford. I went from there direct to Cincinnati. I remained there 
until I recovered from sickness-about a month. That was in April, 1865. 
Then I went from there to Vevay, Indiana. I remained there until about the 
1st of September, 1865. I was not subpoenaed from there. I was subpoenaed 
from Cincinnati. I was in Cincinnati at the time I was subpoenaed. I visited 
Paducah, Kentucky, Chicago, Illinois, and St. Louis, Missouri, during the time 
I was absent. No other places that I now recollect. I was travelling on 
private business. I object to giving my private businrss here I do not 
want to avail myself of an unwillingness to disclose allY crime. 

Q. 'rhen what was your business?
 
Mr. BAKER objected to going into the witness's private businel"s. He knew
 

nothing about it, but it was contrary to all rule. 
The objection was not sustained. 
I was never a gambler. I went to Paducah, Keutucky, to visit a brother of 

mine; that was the business I was eng<l ged in. I went to visit him not all busi
,ness. As I understand it, there are different businesses besides commercial 
business. The business was a visit to my brother; that was all. His full 
!lame is Charles R. Fechtner. I could not tell you in what part of the city of 
Paducah he liveI'. I can give you his post office box:.it is No. 226. He 
resided there when I last heard from him. I went to St Louis, too. I went 
there to hnnt up a sister I had not seen for a number of years. 1 staid there 
but a very short time. My business there was to visit my sister. Her name is 
~fiss Lizzie l!'echtner. She lives at Carondelet, Missouri. At that time I did 
not find her residence. I went next to Chicago. I went there to huilt' up a man 
who was owing me money. It was Lieutenant (Jummer, thirteenth Illinois 
infantry. I did not find him. I returned then to Cincinnati. , Those are the 
only places I recollect having visited of any importance while I was gone. I 
could not tell you what time I arrived at Cincinnati. This travelling was done 
between the 20th of March and the 1st of August. I did not play at cards 
while I was gone. I did net gamble during my absence from Oincinnati. 1. 
did not pursue gambling as a business while I was at Cincinnati. I did sometimes 
gamble. I did not gamble any while I was at Andersonville. I played cards there 
always for sport or for drinks. I played for eatables and for drinks. I never played 
for money, or clothing. or anything of that kind. I have three brothers. One of 
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them L3 now in Oincinnati. He has always been there-lived there. Tne one 
at Paducah has been there since March last. Before that time he has been 
around in different parts of the country iv differentStat~s. He has not resided 
anywher~ permanently. He resides now atPadlicah. I have only three brothers. 
I said yesterday I had two living at QLliucy and one at Oincinnati, and now I 
say I have one at Paducah. I have no fOLll'th brothcr. I told you my brothel' 
had moved to Quincy when I came from Oincinnati. I said just this moment 
that I had one brother in Cincinnati, and I have onc at Paducah. I said yes
terday I had two in Quincy. My home is with my brothers, and they live in 
Quincy. One of them who lives at Quincy is at Oincinnati. It is trne that the 
one who I say is at Oincinnati lives there, antI he is now living in Quincy. No, 
sir; he has not two residences. He has but one residence. He is in Oin
cinnati at present, or was in Oincinnati last Friday, 01' on the 27th of last' 
month. 

I arrived at Ander'sonville the 1st of June, 1864. I was put in the stockade 
the same day. I left there the 24th of August, 1864. I wellt out of the stockade 
frequ€lltly while I was tlwre-very frequently. I should judge there were 500 
wells and springs there. I do not know the number of wells-about 50 that could 
be called wl'lls. There were about 450 springs. They were located along the edge 
of the swamp adjoining the creek. All of them were running; pure and clear 
water. They were locitted from the upper part to the lower part. They were in 
that condition aU the time, except during the rainy season-except during the 
month of June. The water was pnre, good, and clear. There were 450 oftbem. 
They could not get more I han a pint of water at a time from most of them. 
At none of the springs could you dip out a bucket full at a time and continue 
that during the day. None of those Bprings yielded a bucket full at a time; 
they were not deep enough to put a bucket in. We did not use buckets at the 
springs. We applied the buckets to the wells. There were about 50 wells. 
'l'hey were from 50 to 100 feet deep. Some 9f them were six feet in di'ICllcter. 
The average diameter was about three feet. A gTeat many of them were curbed up 
with flour barrels. None of them were as narrow as one foot in diameter. I do 
not know the exact width· of a flour-barrel. Some were as narrow as the diam
eter of a fl,ur-barrel. I fix the average at three feet, Some of them were cov· 
ered; some were open. W'hen covered, they {vere not occupied by tents or for 
sleeping purposes. '1'here was a small hole left in th:>. c(~ntre of the coveri.ng for 
the purpose of dl'awing water, bnt they were not occupied iu any way. 1 do 
not know how many hall'S were used for tunnels. I was engaged in throe 
myself. I call not say holV many I knelV about, because we were trying to t.un
nel all the time. I can only speak of' three tunnels. They were about two feet 
in diameter. Sometimes they wen' occupied, and sometimes not. The three 
tunnels that I was connected with \V(~l\' all occupied for sleeping purposes. vVe 
slept over them. I know tUIlnels that worc never occupied. 1 couldn't state 
the number. I know of tunnels that ran iu from wells that had been dug. 
There were not any tUllllels unoccl1pied from the surfaoe of the ground, only those 
that wont down from welk 

There we're Ilot many vacant lots there for sale. Sometimes a man would 
sell his lot and move off. He would go to some other place, joiu ill wiLh 
somebody that had a tent already np. 1 should judge there were about .20 
vacant lots at the time I was looking for a lot. They were gencrally abont six 
feet square. I do not know of' but 20. My shanty was located on the main 
street, 1(~adil1g from N arth Main street to the new stockade, directly in the rear 
of the sutler's frame shanty-about 50 feet from the sutler's frame shanty. 

[A diagram being handed to witness, he pointed ant npon it the 10cation.I' 
.My shanty was not half way between the creek and the north end of the 

stockade; it was abont· a third of !llC way, allil directly in the real' of the sut
ler, and about a third of the way fl'd:n the west side of the stockade. r was 
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not in partnership with the sutler. I never shared any of his profits. I never 
contributed to his pl'Ofits. .My slnnty o~cl1pieJ six: feet square. Some one else 
occupied it wi~h me; my partnu occllpie I it with me, and three m)1I we had irr 
our employ. I had a business partner; he was Charles W. Ellis. One of the 
clerks in om employ was a Frenehmm; one was a little boy of the 17th Penn
sylvania cavalry. I forget what regiment the other one belonged to. '1'he boy 
slept outside the shanty; four of us slept inside. I did not have the boys be
cause of the extensive busincss-I had there; I had them out of pity for the con
dition they were in. I took them out of a sense of humanity. The boy W::lS 

nearly naked and was very sick with scurvy when we took him. He was a 
, very lit.tle boy; he was a stranger to both of ns. 'l'his partnership was fOl'med 
about the middle of July. \Ye had a tent six feet square on the ground. '1' he 
cornel' posts were about four feet high; the posts in the centre about eight feet 
high. That containeu our stock in traue. I had a cellar to the tent, that was 
immediately under it. I kept the goods stored there. That was the dwelling 
and the shant.y also. I said yesterday I had two lots at different times; I 
moved from one.lot to another; I bought one lot for a dollar and another for'five 
dollars, and I moved my shanty to it. The shanty and the dwelling I 'consider 
nne and the sanie thing. The traffic in lots was extensive there and generally 
known t.hrougho~t the camp; I don't know whether it was known by the rebels; 
I don't know whether it was known by the rebel guard or not. '1'here were 
two main streets and a number of by-streets there, some of the by-streets were 
accessible to wagons-some were not; the main streets were accessible to wagons 
always, Md were used while I was there every day for the purpose of hauling in 
ratiolls and wood. I never saw more than four wagons at one time. I have 
seen fOllr in there at one time hauling rations and wood. 'l'hese streets were not 
kept clear; they werd cleared when the wagons we.re driving through. During 
the crowded seasou these streets were occupied at night before the stockade was 
opened, the new stockade. It was opened the last of June 01' first of July; 
the,exll.ct.,time I cannot tell. That enlarged the stockade. The streets then con
tinued open all the time, except when the roll was called; the men assembled 
on the streets to be counted off. The stree: s could at anv time be cleared and 

.used for driving the wagons through; men had to get out of the way or be run 
over. North Main street was about ten feet wide. It ran from the north gate 
to the opposite side of the stockade. 

Q. East or west, or north and south 1 
A. I never noticed where the sun rose there. That street went across the 

stockade parallel to the brook. There were two of those main avenucs. There 
were quite a number of by-streets; I never counted them-about a dozen. They 
ran at right angles with the main street, and in some places across the whole 
length of the stockade and some not-not generally across the whole length; 
there were only two roads across the whole length; there were t.wo main by

. streets across the whole length; their width was about foUl' feet. There were 
about two shorter ones; they ran from the maiu streets back toward the stock
ade; they would average about one hundred yards on the north side of the main 
street, and about fifty un the south side. That was the' continuation of each 
one; I mean that half of them were fifty yarus, and half of them a hundred 
yards. Those werc the only aVCllUCS there I recollect. '1'hey w~re occupied 
at one time for sleeping purposes in the night. In the day-time they were oc
cupied for walking purposes. Some of those by-streets worc used for wagons; 
some were not; they could always be cleared for the wagons; the wagons were 
driven by our men, and they ran over the men if they did not get out of the 
way. They n~ver ~illed any in that way. They ran over some frequently. I' 
don't know that I have seen any run over in that way; I bave seen men who 
were hUl't, and they said it had been done in that way by wood wagons and 
ration wagons running over them. There were no wood-yards there. 'rhe deal· 
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ers carried their wood round on their shoulders; their wood-yards were on 
their shoulders. r never saw a lot of wood that brought over ten dollars. It 
was not for sale in very large quantities. I don't know that I, said yesterday it 
was for sale in large quantities. I want to take nothing back. I have seen wood 
sold in lots for $10. '.rhere was a sutler's shanty there that was used for storing 
his goods in. There were private places used for storing goods and not other. 
wise used; I could not say how many of them; every store-keeper had a pri
vate place to store his goods in; all traders who had goods they did not sell dur
ing the day had places to put them at night. I know how many traderd there 
were. All traders did not have goods over night. '1'here were traders who 
Iperely sold goods for other men, and what goods they had at night they re
turned. They would sell on the streets. '1'here were over fifty of those places 
occupied in that way. Some of the places were only two feet square and three 
feet deep; some were four feet square and six feet deep; I don't know what the 
average was. I did not concern myself with anybody's business but my own. 
I do not know anything about other people's business. That was my business 
to know about the general condition of the camp particularly. I cannot give 
any average of the amount of space covered by these holes. There were five 
hundred bakers in ~he stockade; all of them had bake-houses; they were located 
in all parts of the camp except the ·swamp. There were five hundred bake
houses; some-occupied a large space-some a small space. r.rhe largest one I 
knew of baked 22 dozen biscuits at a time; the smallest baked three platesful. 
The lai'ge ones occupied a space of ground about eight feet long and six feet 
wide; the smaller ones would occupy about two feet square. There were very 
few large ones there-only two that I recollect; there were five hunched of dif
ferent sizes-some two feet square, some mote than that. They ranged from 
three plates of biscuit up to 22 dozen. One witneos you had here was a large 
baker there. . 

(By COUNSEL') His name was Hayes. 
Those bake-houses were not used to sleep in ; they were used exclusively 

for baking. There were no lumber yards there, except travelling lumber yards, 
as wood was cast about in the stockade. These lumber dealers carried their 
lumber all their backs; there were liO lumber yards. About one-half of the 
ground within the stockade was covered with tents; I mean one-half of the 
area inside the dead-line, exclusively of the bake-houses, and exclusive of those 
things I have been mentioning; not always exclusive of the wells; sometimes 
the wells were in the telit~. That was the case very often; with the bi!; wells, 
it was the case about half the time. I told you that they did not sleep on some 
of the wells; they slept on some of the large ones. r.rhey were six feet in diame
ter. They would cover them with stockade timbers, got when the new stockade 
was opened; the timbers were given to the men in the camp. r.rhey were 18 
feet long, 18 inches wide, and a foot thick. About half the wells were covered, 
and were used at night for sleeping purposes. There were about a thousaud. 
traders there of all kinds. I don't recollect how many real-estate dealers there 
were; about half a dozen I should think. '1'here was not plenty of space there 
for the prisoners to occupy. r.rhey were very much crowded before the stockade 
was opened. They were not crowded after that. These real-estate dealers never 
ceased to carryon their business while I was there. 

Q. How did it happen that six feet square of ground was worth five dollars? 
A. The location of it made it valuable; it was on the main streets-just the 

same as real estate is more valuable on Pennsylvania avenue than it is on the by
streets. Andersonville was a city-a market place. All it lacked of being a 
bazaar was the women. It was not just as agreeable in all respects as a city ; ",:,~",,!..
I did not say so. There were two watch dealers or watchmakers there that r . 
knew of. There were all kinds of trades carried (ltJ. there necessary to the com
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art of the men. I did not say that watchmaking was necessary for the ~omfort 

of the men. 
Q. When you mentioned that, in connection with other trades, as necessary 

to comfort, what did you mean? 
A. I did not say it in that way. I deny having said it in that way. Every

'body was a wood merchant there that had wood to sell. Nearly everybody in 
the stockade became a wood merchant in his turn. I have seen thirty on the 
street at one time. I cannot swear that there ever were more than that number. 
There were half a dozen shoemakers there. 'l'here were quite a number of 
gamblers all over camp; I cannot say how many. I did not cultivate any 
acquaintance with them. I had not anything to do with them. I sometimes 
sold to them. I never had anything to do with them in the way of gambling. 
I do not mean that they simply played in the way I have been speaking of 
playing for drinks; they were professional gamblers. I cannot tell how many 
of them were there. I did not tell the precise number of chuck-luck dealers 
there; I told about how many. I said there were' about one hundred on the 
main street. That was not the only method of gambling there; there were 
faro banks; also honest-John dealers, poker players, euchre players, and seven
up players. 'rhese others were not as many as the chuck-luck dealers. There 
were about fifty altogether, I should tllink. There were 150 gamblers. There 
were half a dozen tailors there. About thirty pole-merchants there; they 
brought in fence-rails, poles, and boards every day; I do not know how many. 
The men who had luck enough to get them brought them in. I have seen thirty 
men on the streets selling boards and wooden poles. I said, yesterday, that I 
saw them daily; I have seen them on the streets daily. They would charge 
about two dollars for a lean fence-rail; a quarter of a dollar for a common-sized 
pole, and a dollar for a large one. A common;sized board, about a foot wide, 
and six feet long, sold for a dollar. 'There was a scarcity of those things, yet I 
saw them every day. 'l'here was a scarcity all the time. There were about 
thirty eating-houses there. 'There were a number of soup-jobbers there; I 
should think there were 300 soup-jobbers and meat peddlers together. Atthose 
eating-houses they sold ham' and eggs, beef-steak, tea an'd coffee, biscuits and. 
butter, honey, and sandwiches; some kept whiskey to chink, and beer; we could 
get a thimble-full of whiskey for $3. 'rhe price for a dish of ham and eggs, 
and such things, was regulated by the price for the articles in the market. I 
have known eggs to sell for $1 75 per dozell, and I have also known them to 
sell for $4 50 per dozen; I have never known them to sell at a higher price 
than that; I have known hams to be sold for eight dollars, and the price raised 
to twenty dollars. I never bought a meal's victuals at any of those restaurants; 
I had a coole The Frenchman I mentionefl was my cook. There was always 
an abundance of those provisions there. I could al ways get a good meal's victuals 
at one of those restaurants. A good meal's vic.tuals there, as I understood it, was 
hot biscuits, coffee and tea, ham and eggs, fried potatoes, and fried onions; also. 
steak and onions. I could get also steak and onions. I could get such a meal 
,as that in the stockade, including the articles I have mentioned, for about ten 
dollars in greenbacks. Onions were worth a dollar apiece there when they 
were retailed. 'l'en dollars in greenbacks was worth forty dollars in confederate 
money. There never was a time that I recollect when I could not get such a 
mea1'8 victuals as I have described, inside the stockade, alld for that price or 
something less; not any more than that. There were quite a number of doctors 
inside the stockade among the prisoners; some of the barbers were acting as 
doctors. There were not any doctors there exclusive of the barbers. The bar
bel's. and doctors were the same; and the traders, such as myself, who had 

. medicine for sale.	 '.rhe bakers baked biscuits, bread, pies. cakes, and puddings. 
I cannot tell the name of the puddings they wonld get up there. I have eaten 
them. They were not similar to those that I got at hotels in the north; they 
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were baked puddings made after the manner of making sponge cake with a 
dressing. '1'he dressing ,i-as made of butter and sugar. We got pies made of 
apples and peaches-dried apples and dried peaches, and green apples and green 
peaches. 'rhey also hatl blackberry pies. There was a scarcity of green fruit 
sometimes, but we could generally get some kind of a pie when we wanted it. 
The price of a pie generally averaged about four dollars in greenbacks-a dollar 
for a quarter. In getting meals at a restaurant they would not serve up a des
sert of pie. There were about 20 or 3Q clothing merchants there who were 
buying and selling all the time. There were two that I know of; that is what 
I said yesterday. I do not know of any others personally; I knew them as I 
saw them on the street. I said in the same connection that the prisoners as they 
came in would sell their clothing. I should judge there were ~O or 30 street 
clothing merchants there that followed it for a living; who were constantly in 
business. There were 30 or 50 brokers there perhaps I adhere to the estimate 
I gave yesterday~50. ':I'hey had establishments where they bought and sold 
money. They did not have any safes. After the regubtors were organized a 
man was safe for any alllount of money there The regulators were organized 
in the latter part of June. The prisoners were safe for any amount of money 
after that time. They were not safe as to all their provisions after that time; 
sometimes a crazy man would come along and snatch up something to eat.. 
'rhey were safe, as to provisions, from the raiders. I am sure about that. I d~ 
not pretend to say that the camp was in a good state of discipline the last of 
June; I say after tIle last of June; the regulators were raised in the last of 
Jl1ne. After th<lY were organized we had no trouble with the raiders; not after 
they were taken out. I am sure of that. Six of them were hnng on the 13th 
of July, and they were men who had been taken out before the 4th of July, and 
had been kept outside all that time. After the regllialors were organized there was 
no danger from raiders. And yet on the 13th of July, two weeks after their organ
ization, six of those raiders were hanged; those men had been taken out previously. 

'1'he money brokers generally kept their money in their tents. I have, 
seen men there with over $1,000. I have known a man to have more than 
$1,000 at one time. That man was myself. I never knew anybody else 
to have that amount. 'l'hese bankers did not generally run their institutions 
with a basis of $1,000; all the men who had more money than they could use 
would buy money ana buy bounty certificates. 'l'hey would not p.stablish a bauk. 
I caunot tell how many barbers were there; they were constantly changing. 
I, have seen as many as twenty barber shanties at one time. 'l'heyestablished' 
their barber coneems by raising a blanket on poles. 'rhe cll:1rge for shaving a 
man was twenty-five cents. 'lihey used a razor to shave a man with. They 
charged half a dollar for cutting a man's hair. I could not say what they charged 
for shampooning; I never was shampooned while I was there, except when I did 
it myself. The prices I have named were in greenbacks. A man could get shaved 
and have hishair cut for 75 cents. 

(By the COUItT.) I never had my whiskers dyed; I have seen itdonefrequently, 
but I never inquired the price. 

I have frequently seen men have their whiskers dyed, especially the gamblers; 
I cannot say how many I ever saw have their whiskers or moustaeheil dyed; it 
was a daily occurrence. 'l'he best barbering establishment in camp was close 
to my shanty; I knew that those men were gamblers because I frequently saW 
them play; 1 did not associate with the gamblers any further than was neces
sary; I did not find it necessary to g:J to look at thelll play; I would see them 
in their tent as I passed along the street. . 

'1'he sick averaged about two hnndred per day that went to the south gate for 
medicine; whether they were all sick or not I could not say; I could not say. 
whether there were any others in the stockade sick; I did not say that I never 
saw more than two hundred inside the stockade who were not sick; I know that 
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there were sick in hospital; in the prison hospital outside. r do not know of 
otbers who were sick inside the stoe-kade; I do not know of any others who 
wel'e.sick, except the 200 who were taken to the gate every day; I was circu
lating around that camp every day; I have seen numbers of men die inside the 
stockade; they had been taken down to the sick gate; I have seen 'men die on 
tbeir way to the sick gate; they were of that 200; I have seen men die who 
had not becn taken to the sick gate; 1 have seen them cut their own throats and 
die in that way; r cia not blOW for what reason they cut theiL' throats; thel'C 
was a very perceptible reason: the men were skin and bone and in a very desti
tute c:lIlditioll; I did not say yesterday that I never knew a man to suffer from 
hunger while I was thcre; I say that there was a very pel'ceptible reason for (l 

man to cut his throat, because he was emaciated and debilitated and in a desti
, tute condition. I cannot see any inconsistency whatever; the men were wasted 

away by sickness; I have seen men wasted away here in vVashington city; 1 
am not arguing; I am merely stating facts; I do not know whether these men 
had been taken to the sick gate or not. . 

Q. Yet you say you never knew a man to be sick there who had not been 
taken to the sick gate 'I • 

A. I did not say anything of the killd. I do not know whetJJ(~l' these rn,m 
wbo cut their own throats were taken to the sick gilte or not;. men were fre
quently taken to the sick gate and brought back ;B0metimes men wei'e taken to 
the sick gate every day for a week and never receivp(J mo rliC'1.1 nth-nail'lce, and 
bad always to be carried back, those ''1'1'1 er):lld lW:..v,tlk; \"le (;1 t.il:"", t;:lses I 
do not know whether they wenJ t,lken to the sick gate or not; 1 tlo not know 
of any man who was sick except those 200 who were taken to the sick gate 
dailv; there may have been cases where men were not taken to the gate; but 
one"case does not make a rule. I do 1I0t know tIut men were dying in the 
stockade at the rate of thirty or forty a day while I was there; I do not know 
tbat there were over 1,000 there sick every dny who did not go to the sick 
gate and conld not get. there; I have seen men lie in their tents unable to go to 
the sick gate, very frequently; I said that I never knew a man who was sick 
that was not taken to the sick gate, because his friends al ways carried him there; 
all those cases were cal'l'ied to the sick gate. I never saw a man who was 
not able to be carried to the sick gate; too sick to be carried there; men fre
qnently died on their way to the sick gate; all except tlte 200 per day that I 
me.ntioned were well of l.he entire camp; when It man does lIot· go to the sick 
call, or is not taken in, he is considered well; I believe it is so in federal regi. 
ments. The dealers there would all mostly come under the head of grocery 
dealers; I would estimate the whole nnmber at a thousand, . 

Q. You said you could get anything you wanCed by paying the gatl( sergeant 
$5, and he would take you to a house flv," miles off where there were plenty of 
things tbat you needed 1 

A. No, sir j I said nothing of the kind. 
, Q. Did you not use this language, " vVe could get ant whenever we wanted 

, to,by giving the sergeant at the gate $5, generally, to take us out to the coun
try to a house where those articles were kept for sale~" 

A. Yes, sir; I said that. I told the truth when I said that; this was fre
quently done by myself and others, almost daily, all the time I was thel'e; I 
Itaye been in a crowd of half a dozen; we have met in the woods after getting 
out; they would pass out of the gate aile at a time, and after getting out we 
would meet in the woods; we did not go in th:s way without a guard; the rebel 
sergeant accompanied us; he was not on duty at the gate; these sergeants were 
men who came in to count off detachments; I said" the serge<1nt, at the gate ;" 
w:~would make an appointment with the sergeant at the gate to meet him, and 
i~~,would meet him tliere; the meet.ing was with the sergeant at the gate; we 
W!~uld go out with the sergeant; some of the sergeants had revol vcrs and some 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--37 
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had not; those who had not revolvers would not go armed; one sergeant would 
take out one mall; he would not come back and take another; there were five 
different sergeants, E'ach with a man apiece; I met five, I made the sixth; there 
were six sergeants with us; sometimes we staid out there all the afternoon; 
some of the serg-eants were with us; some were not; sometimes they left us; 
they did not all leave us, some remained with us; I have been out there when 
only two sergeants remained with six soldiers; that was almost au every-day 
occurrence; this house was about fiv~ miles off, at au angle from the southeast 
corner of the stockade; it was on a line with the hospital from the cornel' of the 
stockade nearest the hospital; we would go out past the hospital; we would 
pass through the woods to this house; al,ways to that one honse; we generally 
got cakes wIlen we were there; sometimes we brought eggs and butter from 
there; sometimes honey, but as a general thing we, got cakE'S there; we got 
tobacco also; a different kind from what the sutler solcl us. I do not recollect 
anything else except small articles of grapes, plums, and snch things. I cannot 
think of anything else I got just now; I have named all that I can recollect. 

By the CauR'!' : 
1 do not recollect the name of the proprietor of that house; the proprietor was 

a man; he 'I\'as a guard at the stockade; I don't know whet,her he owned the 
house; be lived in it; the women who were at the house sold these things; 
there were three; I do not know their names; it was a log house-one story; 
two rooms, with an opening between the rooms, It was on a line with the hos
pital from the cornel' of the stockade nearest to the hospital; I do not recollect 
in what quarter of the stockade the sun rose. 

By the JUl)(JE ADVOCATE: 
I left the south gate and went past the hospital. 
(A diagram being exhibited to the witness he pointed out the direction.) 
If that is southwest we went southwest; I did not get anything else than 

ll1ese things I 'have mentioned, that I recollect, I might have said that others 
got something else at those times; I do not recollect. 

Q. The. record shows I,hat yon said you got apples, grapes, and watermelons; 
is that true? 

A The record does not show that I got watermelons at that honse; and I 
do not know of anybody else getting them th~re. I certainly would not carry 
watermelons into the camp from there when two would constitute a load. I 
have helped.the sick. A dose of medicine for the diarrhcea was worth one dollar 
and twenty-five cents or one dollar and fifty cents; I sold it and also gave it 
away; I have sold a close of medicine to a man who was sick; that was during 
my stay at AiJdersollville; I do not kllolV whether the man to whom I sold it 
was one of the 200 who were taken to the sick gate or not; I did liN say that 
IIC did not go to the sick gate; I did not know him to go. It was a frequent, 
occurrence for me to deaJ out medicines at the rate of $1 25 per dose'; I sold 
medicines each day j I clon't know how many times-sometimes more and some
times less; every day during the month of July and August, until the 24th of 
August, I was selling medicine in that way; that is one way I helped the 
sick-by charging them $1 25 per dose for medicine; I helped them in another 
way by giving it to them. I do not think that I helped myself more than I helped 
them, by selling them medicine instead of gi\'ing it to them-no more than thej 
doctors here in Washington, when they helped themselves by helping the sick, 
I sold medicine for scurvy; that medicine was roots; I sold blood-root and also a 'J 
root thatlwas ,clllled red-l'oot; I had different kinds of herbs for sale there; I do not ;J. 

r~collect their names; there was not much trade of tha~ kind there bes!~es what:I '..1'.'" 

dId. I was the only man who could be called a druggIst; I sold medlCmes to th;e .~ 
.barbers; there were others who sold medicines; some of the barbers sold medl- ':, 

1; 



TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ 579 

cines; they bought of me and sold again ; they bought of me and also of men 
who had access to the hospital. For dian'hrea I sold a dose composed of capsi
cum, gillger, flour, and an egg, mixed with water or beer as the case might be; I 
would mix it, and I charged $1 25 to $150 for a drink. 

By the COD RT. A dose would generally fill a pint cup? . . 
It contained one egg. about two table-spoonfuls of flour, half a tea-spoonful of 

capsiculll, and a tea-spoonful of ginger; the balance water or beer. A lIlan sick 
with diarrhrea would drink a pillt of that mixture. Prisoners bronght in there 
while J was in the stockade were hardy, able-bodied, and with plenty of green
backs and well clad; that was nearly always true. I was there from the 1st of 
June until the 24th uf August; the Sturgis raiders who were brought in were 
able-bodied well-clad men; I do not recollect the number of them j quitea large 
number-over 1,000; 600 came in one body; they were all well clad; I 
noticed when I first went in there that prisoners were bl'Ou~ht in in that condi
tion; I noticed how they looked when they went away; they did not still eon
tinue to be able- bodied. Some of them looked wum, while others were still 
able bodied, healthy men; they looked sickly-were wasting away; I do not know 
from what cause; I do not know any reason; I am not a medical inspector; 
after having been in the stockade from the first of June till the last of August, 
I know no reason why men should waste away there, other than I he fact that 
they were in prison, and from the exposure. 'I'hat is all. . 

Q Did you ever know men to waste away on the march in ordinary cam
paigning, or have you not had experience of that kind? 

A. No sir; I have not had much: experience of that kind. It is true that 
wood was hauled iu and taken right to the squad and there issued. 'rhe wagons 
would drive on the streets that were accessible to w:agons. Bya squad, I mean 
a ninety.. In some cases they would drive right to the 90 and there issne the 
wood; not always. So much wood was hauled in for a 90 and was given them
to the whole 90-given to the sergeant commanding the 90. He would issue it 
to the heads of mrsses. They would issue it to the man to whom it belonged 
that day, if they had agreed among themselves to take the wood in turn; ifnot 
it-would be cut up and issued to each man. 

Q. ]f it was issued to each man how much would be giyen to each? 
A. The quantity varied much; sometimes I have seen them with a quarter 

of a cord-stick for each man; at other times I have seen them with no more wood 
than you could put in a quart cup 

When the supply for the mess was turned over to one man he would generally 
sell it; that is the way the wood business began. The men would sell it, gen
er;lly to the bakers. It was done to a large extent throughout the camp. 'l'he 
bakers got their wood partly in that way. 

Q. If the ~quad turned it over in that way. and the men would sell it, how 
would tile men cook their provisions? 
. A. The men received cooked rations-all except meat. One-half had cooked 

. rations and the other half did not. I do not know how the half who did not 
get cooked rations did when the men ::lold their wood. The wood was generally 
sold throughout the camp. I do not know that the man who received wood for 
the squad in selling it would leave the rest of the squad without allY; they 
:might have had other means of getting it; they had not plenty of wood there; 
iLwas because it. was not plellty that it was sold. 

I bought the lot I had there ofa man who was on it; I could not say who he was. 
Thought my first lot about the middle of J llne; r did not commence business 
in the shanty the middle of .June; I bought the lot which my shanty was on 
and where I did business about the 1st of July. I put a board shanty on it, 
~and a little stock of beans amI such like-a very small quantity. 'l'he stock \Vas 
'Dot. principally beans; I had beans and peas, tobacco, salt and rice, and a few 
'Other littlearticles. I occupied myself before I opened that shop in sellingronnd 
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on the street, 'about a week before opening my shanDy; I used to sell cakes and 
beer OIl the street. I built my shanty ill July. A week before that I had a 
small stock of beans, peas, tobacco, rice and salt. My stock was not of gr{)3t 
value at anyone time. I could buy salt by the pint, and beans by the qnart. 
I was running that establishment at different times from the first of June tfl the 
first of July; 1 was a cake merchant; I sold cakes and beer all the street. 'I 
sold on commission for another man. 'l'hen I sold tobacco, beans, peus Ij.nd rice. 
I sold my corn-bread first; I afterwards changed to eggs and soap. When I 
was selling tobacco, beans, peas and rice, I had on hand at one time as high as 
$25 worth; I was a very small dealer then. I boug-ht twenty bars of soap on 
that occasion. That was my first purchase. At that time I had nothing else 
on hand. I bought the soap from a prisoner. He had got it by going to that 
country house I spoke of. I do not know exactly what I paid him for it-some~ 
thing over two dollars and a half a bar. That was not the first article I com
menceddealing in. Eggs was the first article that I bought to sell. That Was 
the day before I bought the soap; I bought thirteen dozen of eggs; I bought 
them on tick, from the same man that I bought the soap from; he was nick
named "Limber Jim." I sold my eggs for $4 a dozen; I was all day 
making that sale. I paid '. Limber Jim" for themjust as quick as I got the money 
for them~the same day. 1 paid him for the soap as quick as I turned it into 
money; it may haye been a week or two weeks., It was a very slow sale. "Lim
ber,Jim" was a private 01' sergeant, I cannot suy which. He was a dp',]er at 
that time. He went to the country house I spoke of and got the egg:! dlere. 
He slnuggled them in. He brought the soap at the same time. He offered both 
to me at the same time. I did not take the soap, because I had no cofidence in 
it; I took iL the next day; I did not gain confidence in it; I took it as a ven
ture. ,I paid something less than $3 a bar and sold it at $3. The only thing I 

.	 sold lip to that time was the soap and eggs. 1 sold my ration before-the corn
oread part of it; I ate the rest of it-I l;jwear to that. 

Q. You swear positively to it 1 
A. Yes sir; I wish to ask you whether I am on my oath here or not 1 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. If I were to give an opinion on that subject, I should 

~ay Hdid not make a great deal of difference. 
The PRESIDENT, (interrupting.) 'l'hat must cease-that is not proper. 
Mr. BAKER protested against the course of the cross-examination as not being 

directed to any matter of the slightest importance, but to trivial circnmstances. 
,'l'he PRESIDENT directed the examination to be proceeded with; 
I commenced doing a cash business about the 15th of July, on no capital 

of my own-on no borrowed capital. on my partner's capital. He had $500 
in ~olley and over a thousaud doIlal's in stock at the time he took me into 
partnership. Up to that time I had no money; I had bursted in my foi'mer bus
iness, and had sold my coat to pay my debts~ lowed several small traders in 
the camp. You understood me to say that I did the biggest business there after 
the 15th of July-not before. . 

Q.. 'l'hen it would be safe to start with you on the 15th of July with nothing 
bnt the shirt on your back 1 , " 

A. No sir; it would not be safe to do anything of the kind. 
When I was taken into the firm I had not a dollar; I hail a coat. 'l'he termS, 

of partnership were that I'should do all the selling, an'll my partner all the 
buying, and that we shonld share the profits equaIly. 1 cannot say hoW: 
much our first day's sales amounted to. Our salcs averaged $500 a day, 
from the 15th of J nly to the 25th of August. I cannot say what pr?fits 
we would make ,on that. We had not any general principle on that subJect~, 
We had more extended means of buying than others, and we sold 'at market] 
prices., I cannot say within any reasonable limit what the profits were, fo~, 
~ewere,always giving away. We diyided our profits equally. I had $5;000 
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on hand at one time. I kept the money for tbefirm; tllat was not profits, 
it was monp'y that we owed to the man from whom we bought the goods. 
He had gone to Macon. We had laid in a large lot of goods and this money accu
mulated. When he was there we paid him every evening; that was Lieutenant 
Selman. We made most of OUl' purcha~es from him. It was not true of mos,t 
of the dealers; it was true of most of the large dealers there. We did not have 
at all times everything that was necessary; at one time there was a scarcity of 
salt for about a week. Grepn fruit was scarce. Nothing- else that I recollect. 
'rhe leading articles. flour, potatoes &c., were always there. The rebel currency 
in comparison with greenbacks was at the rate of four to one. It was riot in 
very general circulation. '!'here was not much confederate currency in there as 
there was greenbacks. 

Q. Was there hall' as much confederate money as there was greenbacks? 
.\. I have no idea of it whatever The sut,ler awl the rebel sergeants would 

bring in I"ts of cflIlfederate money. , 
Q.. What then do you mean by saying yesterday that there was any amount 

of confederate money there? 
A. Because it could be got in any quantity; it was brought in there for sale. 
It could be had more readily than greenbacks. There was just as much con

federatf~ money there as there were greenbacks to buy it. New prisoners would 
have fedflral money when they came in; I could not, say bow much confederate 
mOIH'y was there. I cannot give any estimate at all; I stated the amount of 
green backs in circulation there; I said it was a half a million of dollars. ,That 
amouut was /lot there all the time, it was goillg out every day very fast. That 
amount was there in the month of June; I cannot say how much confedei'ate 
money was there in the month of July. 

Q. How can yon speak with so much certainty in regard to greenbacks, wheu 
yOtl can give no idea about coufederate money 1 

A. Because Plymouth prisoners who were brought to the stockade had been 
paid oft' four or six months' pay at tbat time and call1ll there with t,hat money in 
their pockets: . 

TI,ey brought. in most of the $500,000. There was 1,900 prisoners that camP, 
in one lot from Plymouth. I do not know how many came in another lot. 
Thl~y had been confined for a short time in other prisons before that on the way 
to the stockade. The sutler had a partuer; his name was Bush, a rebel ser
geant; he was on duty. He came in and couuted oft' the detachments. I can
not say what interest he had in the sutler's establishment. I do not know all 
the go"ds came through Adjutant Selman. 'rhe goods were marked E. D. 91' 
E. B. Bush.• I do not know the terms of their partnership. . 

Clothing was sold there in quantities. I do not know how it was outside in 
regard to clothing. I dir! not go outside except to the house where I used to 
buy goods. 'l'rading over the stockade was done from the inside. It was car
ried on to a great extent. The trading of the prisonerainside with the sentries 
in the boxes was carried Oil to a great extent. I do not know if any of the 
articles passed out in that way. Some men sold coats when the guard wanted 
to buy them. I 00 not kuow whether pants were passed out or not, or anything 
except money in exchange for goods bought. I never sent out anything in ex
change for goods except money. I never sent out watches or anything of that 
kind. There were five or six tailors there that I know of. They were employed 
in making sacks and pantaloons. The sutler did not sell the sacks. , The pot~to 
sacks had to be returned to the sutler. Sacks were' an article of merchandIse 
there. Towards the last period they IJrought. one dollar apiece.' They were 
sacks that would hold a bushel of corn meal. It would take two sacks 
for a pair of pantaloons. 'rhe tailor got ii'om a dollar to $2 for maki.Dg the 
pantaloons. They WOUld. be worth $4; I got two pair of pants made III that 
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way myself and I paid from $3 to $4. The sacks were cotton-very rough 
cotton sheeting. 

'1'here were shoemakers there; thp.y mended boots and shoes. I do not know 
what they charged for'ludf-soling shoes; I never had a pair half-soled there. 
Labor was worth about a dollar a day there. There was no leather there, other 
than old boots and shoes. I do not know how long it took to make a pair of 
shoes; I have heard that men in NIassaclJllsetts make 24 pair a day. I do not 
state that as my belief; I state it merely as I heard it, not as my belief. (To 
the court.) They are cut out by machinery and put together by hand. The 
shoemakers were paroled men who had been working for the confederate gov
ernment, and I suppose they stole their tools from the confederate shop. '1'hose 
that I saw there were constantly busy mending shoes, 

By the COURT: 

T11ere were plenty of shoes there for sale; they were offered for sale every 
day. Not shoes on men'i! feet; men would walk barefooted with their shoes 
under their arms. The men would sell their own shoes and others' too. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

That was done to a great extent. They sold overcoats too. There were also 
a great many shirts for sale. Men would not take the shirts off theil' own backs 
and sell them, but, men would come in there having two or three shirts-extra 
shirts. That was general. A pair of pants brought $2; common army pants. 
'1'hey would be in good condition. 

Q. Then llOw does it happen that a man would give $4 a pair for pants 
made out of meal sacks, when he could get army blue pants for $2. 

A. A man wanted something better than army pants. And I think that pants 
made out of meal sacks were better than army pants. 

By the COURT: 

There were many ragged men there; numbers of them. 
Q. How was that if goods were so plenty 1 
A. These men had no money to buy. them with. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

These ragged men had,no money to buy, but there were plenty of men who 
had money. 

By the COURT: 

I saw men there without sltil'ts. I have seen men there without pants; I 
have seen men running about in their drawers. I have seen them without shoes 
and stockings on, and without hats. The reason of that was they had either 
disposed of all they had or had them stolen hom them. '1'hose men who were 
ou.t of clothing had not money to buy other clothing with. Over half the men 
there were ragged to a greater or less extent; about 5,000 of them coulc1 
be classed as very ragged. A man was considered well dressed when he had 
all the articles of clothing necessary for his comfort The largest number of 
prisoners there when I was there was 33,000. About three-f'ourtlls of 
them were without money, and the money there was confined to one-fourth 
of the prisoners. The $500,000 I spoke' of was in the, hands of about 
one-fourth of the prisoners, including the dealers. I know how pants, shoes, 
overcoats, and shirts were selling in the southern confederacy after I left 
Andersonville. I gave $200 in confederate money for a jacket. and a
pair of pants about four months after I left. I bought them in CQluW
bia. '1'he equivalent in greenbacks was about $22. ] do not know how 

\ 
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they were selling at (,he time at Andersonvtlle. There were six buckets to each 
ninety; they were issued when the squads were formed; in every month; 
squads were forming- in every month. They would always give them six buckets. 
I am snre of that; I have seen buckets.issned frequently. Each ninety had six 
buckets. I do not know how mallY buckets there were in the camp. rrhirty" 
three thousand was the greatest number of prisonerR when I was there. The 
number of buckets would be 33,000 divided by 90 and the quotient multiplied 
by G. There were nearly 3,000 buckets in camp. rrhey were ';].sed for carry
ing water, selling beer, drawing rations. They were also used for carrying dirt. 

Q. Wrhat did you mean by saying the water was clear and good until JUlie, as 
you st,ated yesterday? 

A. I did not say so; I said that during the month of June the water was 
Illuddy on account of the rainy season. 

(,,1,. You stated yesterday that the wator was clear and good until the month 
of June. 

A. That is a mistake; the word until should be the word l'xcept. I said the 
water was good and cleut' except in the month of June, the rainy season. , 

rrhere was a- man inside who made greenbacks. He made them out of paper, 
with a lead pencil and It green pencil. That is all that he used that I kno\v of. 
1 could not say what kind of paper he u:lcd. He used a lead pencil made oat 
of platinull1, 1 suppose. The grClenbacks were made with nothing else that I 
know of. 

Q. 'Will you state on your oath that that is your belief 1 
A. I pm on my oath here. And I say that one was passed upon me. It 

looked like a ten dollar greenback. 1 tell you distinctly that greenbacks were 
made in that way to the best of my knowledge, and that it was generally known 
througout the camp I have examined a greenback. I know there is some red 
in them. I do not know how these men made red out of green and 'black. At 
the, time I too!~ this note I conld see very imperfectly; it was at twilight, at the 
time when these bills were generally passed. 

By the COUltT : 

I looked at it the next day. I did not notice the paper, but I did notice that 
it was a very good imitation of a greenback. I have seen a green pencil. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

This trafficking business kept me busy the whole day after I became a whole
sale dealer. 

I was a magistrate there from about the 1stof July until I left. I was chief 
of regulators for a short time-about a week. I held quite a number of investi
gations as a magistrate,. My duties as a magistrate did not occupy much of my 
time. I had my office in my tent. Men were not triea in t.he tent but in th(~ 

street. I did not impanel a jury. I decided the cases myself. I heard the 
evidence and decided the cases; sometimes, when the case was complicated, 1 
asked the advice of others. And I imposed the sentence. Sometimes a sen· 
tence was that a man shonld be washed. If a man had stolen a tin cup or com
mitted a slight offence, aud he was too sickly to be flogged, that punishment was 
inflicted. I would flog him if he was a well Dlan for stealing a tin cup. A man 
would get from one to thirty lashes. I cannot say how often I imposed that 
seotence upon a soldier; some dozen times. I did not whip soldiers mysel f 
for stealing a tin cup, but I had it done. vVhen a soldier was sickly he wonld 
be sentenced to be washed or to sit in his tent. Washing a man was apnnish
ment. I cannot tell why, but men would refnse to be washed. The water was 
clear and good during the last two months. The man was taken down to the 
creek, put upon the platform there, and wash(~d. Not with brushes and towels, 
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w-ith lland and soap. That court regarded it a punishment to wash a man in 
clear water on a hot day. It was 1I0t a fact that the water was not fit to he 
wa~hed in that made that a punishment. The water was used for drinking pur
POSE's. There was never any objection of that kind made. But by some of the 
men it was regarded asa punishment to be washed. 

I t is Jrue that everything necessary for baking purposes was obtainable inside. 
Everything necessary at that place was to be llad. I do not know whether it 
was obtainable outside also. r know they had these things inside; whether 
they had them outside or not, I cannot say. My means were not limited inside. 

I made over $1,000 saks in olle day. That is ahout the amount. Mostly 
of flour. 

I never saw a man goo nnder the dead-line to get wat.er. I do not know of 
t.hat llaving been uone~ r have seen men shot at the dead-line right at the creek. 
'l'Ill'y 'were getting water there. I do not know why they would rbk their Hves 
thene if they could get plenty of good water below. I suppose it was in the 
lllollth ot' .TUlil', wlll'n the wells wem not plellly. We all user\ tbe water of the 
cn·pk ill tlH' month of .Julle. 

Q. You canllot say why men went to the brook at the dead-lint', imperilling 
t]l('ir lives, ratht'r than I!0 btl ow that for water 1 

A. That part of the brook, betwe.en the dead-line and the bridge, was the 
ollly part where they conld gel water fur drinking purpo,.;es. 

I do I)ot know the reason wby they went. there instead of going nearer to the 
bridge. 

By the COURT: 

There was plenty to eat in the stockade which cfluld be bonght. There was 
lIot plenty tllat was issued. The ration that was daily i:,sued wa:3 enough to 
sustain life, That ration consisted of a p;ece 'of corn bread about threll inches 
thick, three inchps broad, and three inches long'. Somet.imes it was cu~ four 
ir.ches long. It was a cube of three iuches. \Vc also had a pint of cooked rice 
and beans :\IId a piece of beef which would average two inches broad, three 
inches. long, and three-eighths of an inch thid" The beef was very seldom of a 
good quality. I have seen it not fit to eat. \Ve got nothing else, except when 
tb()rp was no meat, there was sorghum issued as a substitute. Sometimes we 
got bac.1l1 instead of beef. I thiuk that ration was sufficient for men who had 
befon mis('don it. Men paid exorbitant prices to bakers and others for sorne
thiilg to eat when they had rations enough to snbsist ou, for the same reason 
f,hat men go to first-class hotels when they could get plenty to cat in second, 
third, fourth, or sixth-class hotels, and that was the case with those who 
Ilad money tllere. Those who had not tlle money would be compelled to snb
Si8t on Lhe ration they got.. I du uot come to the conclusion that nobody was 
evcr llllIlgry there. I never saw anybody t.here wbo was starved. I have seen 
men in a starving coudition, because they could not digest the ration tlH'y received. 
\Vhen the~e men did not have friends to help them they had to die. '1'hel'o were 
a g,j'e:lt many there who seemed to have uo frien,ds. I should judge there was 
oue-fourth of the camp who were unable to get along with the rations they drew. 
They were unable to keep themselves healthy on the ratiou& they drew. I did 
not· see suffering from starvation. If a man was unable to eat the nilion given 
him because of his incapacity to digest it, he would suffer from starvat.ion if he 
had no other sustenance. 

Q. If men were unable to dige~t the rat.ions they received, and had no other 
, sustenance, would you say that they were not suffering from starvation 1 , 

A. No, sir; I would not in cases of that ]dnd. 
Q. 'l'hen you take baek what you said, that you never saw anybody suffering 

from starvation 1 
A. Nevel' from starvation; I have seen men suffering from want of better to 

eat than they had. I make that distinction; there wa~ a great deal of suffering 
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in that way; it could not be avoided with the means at haud; it could have 
been avoided if they had had money. I helped all I could; I helped men I 
never saw before. r did not care more about making money than about relieving 
suffering- men. Had I givflu away all I had in One day, I ",;ould have 
had nothiug to continue my system of trading and could not have helped men 
any other day. 

Q. Did you ever refuse to help auybody? 
A. Yes, sir, I did, I refuged quite a number; it was a daily occurrence. 

I had five men eating in my tent besides myself and partner; these were my 
atlendants; I supported them. My charity went outside of that number; I 
had a number of visitors every day at Illy teut to· receive something to eat; and 
my partner and my"elf went out through the eamp alternately every day.' I 
had about a dozen daily visitors. Some -days I would refuse as IJigh as fifty, 
because it was uot in my power to aid them; I had plenty, but if I had u-iven 
all in oue oay, I would have had nothing to give the next day, or to hel P lllyself. 
That waH the principle I went on; that is the principle of nature-self-preservation. 
I made no fortune there; when 1 left tbere I had $520, and before ]paving I 
gave $40 of that, which left me only $480, and when I got to Oharleston, I 
gave $40 to one man, $7;; to another. 

The PHESJU~~_'1T. That was very creditable to you. 
I suppose 5,000 men could be supported on those provisions there.. 'rhere 

were provisions enough in there for 5,000 every day. At least that number 
could have satisfied themselves 'every day. Everybody who had money 
could not make alTangements with the sergeant to go out for provisions. 
'rhey Were not favorites who could. There were a few men with whom this 
special arrangement was made. I do not know the number; all the principal 
tradc'rs conld do so. At least a huudred came under the head of large dealers. 
I do lIOt know whether this practice was known at headquarters or not. 

Q. Oould it have been practiced by 100 men daily, or by any number approx
ililating that, without its being known at headquarters? 

A 1 do not know: anything ahout headq-uarters; it could not be practiced 
at all by that number of.meu, or by half that number. 

Q. If there were a hundrecl having this special privilege, why was it not 
used in behalf of those men who had money without charging them so much; 
why lIot take their mC;ltley and get provisions for them? 

A, 1 was never asked to do so; besides, the mfm who had the money were the 
men out of whom we made our money to give to those who had none. We 
obtained this privilege of going out by getting very intimately acquainted with 
the sergeant of a squad; everybody could not do that; any man whom a sergeant 
took a fancy to could do it; it was subject to the caprice of a sergeant. 'l'here 
was no difficulty in purchasing at all times any quantity- of flour and potatoes. 
Potatoes were sometimes scarce, but there was always flour; , 

Q. Could not the rebel government have purchased for the hosfJital1 
A. I do not kuow what the rebel government could do; I was not connected 

with that. 
Q. Do you not know that it could? 
A. I ~uppose so; I sold as much as $1,000 lVorth in a day; I could always 

pl1l'chasl~ it. 

OCTOBE~ 6, 1865. 

AUGus'l~ GLEICH, for the defence: 
.I was in the Union army for three years and it half; I belonged to the 8th 

Pennsylvania cavalry; I was taken ptisoner October 12, 1863, at Sulphur 
Spring's, Virginia; 1 was then carried to Richmond; I remained in Richniond 
till the 4th of March, 1864, and then I went to Andersonville; I - arrived at 
An.der~onville March 10, 1864; I remained there till November 16, 1864, 
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, 
'rHE DISPOSITION Ai\iD CONDUCT OF CAPTAIN ,"IRZ TOWARDS THE PRISONEllS., 

When I arrived at Andersonville I was put in the stockade; I was not in 
the stockade all the time; I was paroled the 8th of April, I wrote a note to 
Captain Wirz asking him if he would not take me out of the stockade; I told 
him I would be willing to chop wood; at the same time he had sent in for 
hands to come out and cut wood for the men inside to cook their victuals witli, 
so I told him that I would be willing to go out and cut wood; the next day 
he sent for me and I went out into his office; he looked at me and told me that 
I was too weak yet to cut wood, and he asked me if I could not do anything 
else; I told him that I could make myself useful among horses, so he told me 
to go to the stable, an officers' stable; I went there and I remained there till 
the time I left; there were horses at the stable belonging to officers, and Captain 
Wirz's mare was there; I took care of her; there were about eighteen, horses in 
that stable; some of the horses were General Winder's, some belonged to Cap
tain Piggott, to Captain White and Lieutenant Davis, and Captain vVirz's mare 
was there and two or three g'ovel'nment horses. Captain vVirz had a gray marc; 
he never had any other. 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WIHZ FROM ANDERSONVILLE IN THE SUMMER UF 

1864. 

Captain Wirz was sick ouce while I was at Andersonville; I think it was in the 
month of August; Captain Wirz's horse stopped there in the stable while he 
was sick; nobody rode her then except Sergeant Smith; he sometimea rode 
her. Captain Wirz was sick about a month at that time; Lieutenant Davis 
was,in command while Captain Wirz was sick. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

I drew clothing twice while I was at Andersonville; once in August and the 
next time in November. '}'he first time I drew government clothing; the second 
time Sanitary Commission clothing. The first time I got pants, a blouse, shoes, 
and a cap; the second time I got a blanket, pants. drawers, and shirt, no shoes; 
tbere were not many there, only about 40 or 50 pairs. There was an order 
given in relation to the Union soldiers selling things. Captain Wirz told ns 
that if we woulJ. sell anything to the guard h<" would put us in the stocks, and 
if he saw the guard or any citizen having anything from us he would pllnish him 
for it. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

I never heard that Captain Wirz 8hot or injured a man so that he died. 

THE DISPOSITION AND CONDUCT OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TOWARDS THE PRISONERS. 

Cross-examilled by the JUDGB ADVOCATB: 

'l'he letter that I wrote to Captain "Virz was written in English; I am sure 
it was not written in German. I 'told Captain Wir)'; in the letter that I was a 
prisoner and was sick and very bad off; had the scurvy badly; that I would be 
willing to go out and chop wood. He had called for men to do that. I did not 
tell him that I would be willing to do anytbingelse; I told him I would be 
willinl!: to chop wood. I wrote that letter after Captain Wirz sent word into the 
stockade for some men to come out. I thought I wonld be better off outside 
the- stockade tl1an inside. I wanted to go out; I was glad to get out; I was 
very bad off. I had the scurvy. I was very poor then; I was sick. I did not 
have enough to eat. I wanted to go out of the stockade because I did not have 
enough to.eat. I understood that if I were outside 1 would get double l'at.ions. 
that was another reason why I went out. I did not cut wood after I went out 
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I took care of the private horses of officers. I went outside and became the
hostler of Oaptain Wirz. I continued on that duty till the ]6th of November. 
I was not exchanged the 16th of November. I went off to Savannah and got. 
exchanged there. I went to Dr. Stevenson and asked him if he would not put 
me on the list; he told me he would; so he sent me off. I did not pay Doctol" 
Stevenson anything for putt.iog me on the list. Doctor Stevenso.n never had /1; 

horse that I knew of; he nsen to borrow horses there of Some of the officers. 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ FROM ANDERSO\TVILLE IN THE SUMMER 
. OF 1864. 

Q. Do you remember all about the dates of occurrences there, the particular 
days of the month, &c.? Did you charge your memory with anything of 
that kind? 

A. No, sir; I never did. 
Q. 'l'hen how do you happen to remember so particularly about the time 

whenOaptain Wirz was sick? 
A. I know it was the month of August. I know it was the month of August 

because we drew clothing then, and I put that down in my brain; I had nothing' 
for a whole year. I do not know the date exactly. I am certain it was in 
August. I am certain Oaptain Wirz was not sick in July. I don't know 
whether he was sick in September or not; I know he was riding around all t.he· 
time in the month of July.

Q. 'Was he not riding around part of tlw time in August? 
A. He came in the morning on horseback, went over to his office and remained 

there till about 4 or 5 o'clock, and then went. home again. That was 
during the month of July. Oaptain vVirz. was away once during the month of 
August; if I remember he went to Augusta; I heard so. A negro servant 
told me so. 

Q. '1'hen he was not sick all the time in the mouth of August? 
A. He was not there anyhow. 
Q. But he was not sick all the time during that month? 
A. He was sick ilnd went off Oaptain Wirz went to Augusta in the cars ;. 

he went there to recruit himself. Oaptain Wirz was sick during the entire 
month of August.; I did not sec him there once during the whole month; I 
heard that Oaptain Wirz was sick, and his mare was there all the time. That. 
is all I know about it. I sta> ed at the stable all the time. 

Q. Then all you know is what you learned in t.he position of hostler to Oap~ 

tain Wirz f 
A. I know that much-that he was sick. 
Q. Y0U know it from what you heard and from what you saw while attend-· 

ing to his horses? 
A. Yes. sir. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

At the time 1 drew clothing I was not naked, but I had not much. I was· 
not better off than those inside the stockade. When I came out of the stock
ade I had a pair of drawers aorl a shirt, that was all. I continued to wear those' 
about a week, and then I got a pair of pants whieh were givento me by Oap
tain Reed, the provost marchaI. About three or four weeks afterwards I drew. 
a suit of clothing. Lieutenant Davis was in command then. In November I 
drew another suit. While I was outside I had t.wo full suits of clothing served 
out to me besides a pair of pants which Oaptain Reed gave to me. Othei·s. 
who were outside,. got them. I had a double ration while I was outside. 

THE f'HARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

I never heard of a man being injured by Oaptain Wil'z; I heard it spoken of 
while I was at Andersonville. All I can tell is that he would curse a man for 
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nothing at all hardly; that is about all he would do. At the time of roll-call 
he might pull a fellow around if he would not stay in his place ; I have seen 
him do that. He \vould pull them around roughly. I never sawhim draw his 
pistol on a man; I have seen him knoeking them around in the line. I never 
heard any of my comrades or any of the prisoners say that Captain Wirz had 
injured them by brating them or anything of that kind; I never heard a word 
said about that.	 . 

OCTOBER 6, 1865. 
J,iARTIN S. HARRIS, for the defence: 

I was a soldier in th(j 5th regiment New York volunteer artillery, from Janu
ary 15th, 1862, till I was discharged, in last June; I think it was tlte 21st of 
.Tune. I was taken prisoner by the advance guard of General Early's force at 
Harper's Ferry on the 4th of July 1864; I was taken from there to Winchester, 
Virginia, thence to Stauuton, thence to Lynchburg, and from there to Anderson
ville. I was confined in the stockade from July 29, 1804, until November 1, 
l864. I was sergeant of a ninety in thp, stockade. I was a private in the army. 
I was appointed a sergrant by Captain Wirz before I went in, at the solicitation 
of the men of my Gwn squad. 

THE DEAD-LINB. 

I knolV about the removal of the dead -line After the removal of the pris' 
oners had commenced, on or about the 10th of September, the prisoner~ imme
{liately commenced the removal of the dead-line; first the top rails, and after
wards the posts supporting the dead-line proper. They converted the material 
into fuel generally. This dead-line continued down for several weeks, I don't 
remember exactly how long, but until probably about the middle of October. 
During the abolition of this dead-line, the prisoners had unrestricted intercourse 
with the guard in conversation, trading, &c.,; not only with the guard, but with 
the officers of the guard and the officers of the day. This was done with the 
full knowledge of Captain Wirz j whether it was done by his order or not, I 
.don't know. He was aware of the fact; he could see it. 

THE SlJTLER. 

There were numerOU8 sutlers in the stockade-olle chief sutler. About the 
middle of October there were great complaints made against this sutler, who 

"	 was a Jew, in regard to his practices of extortion. Captain Wirz one day came 
in, and gave him a few moments to remove his effects of a purely personal nature, 
and after the sutler had done so, Captain Wirz told the boys to go and help 
themselves, which they did, reserving only some vegetables, some potatoes and 
()lliOIlS, I believe; which he had there on sale, for the use of the sick in the hos
pital. Captain Wirz said to the sutler, " I will give you fiv.e minutes" (I think 
that was the time specified) "to remove your personal effect i' , your books and 
clothing," and theu he said, "get out of this;" and the contents of his store 
were distributed among the prisoners. Captain Wirz reserved something for 
the sick. 

By the JVDGE ADVOCATE: 
I am speaking of what I know. I was present on the spot,-and witnessed it. 

Captain Wirz reserved some potatoes; whether the sick got them I could not 
.say, but they were reserved for that p,urpose. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

By the -COVNSEL : 
'rhe water {)f the creek was not fit either for cooking or drinking purposes. 

There were a number of.wells which had been dug by members of detachments, 
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and which were r<;serv'ed by them for their own private use; no outsider, except 
as a matter of special favor, could obtain any water from them. The springs 
were abllndarlt, especially on the south side of the creek. In September, I 
think-at any rate it was during August or Sept~mber-there was a spring dis
covered between the dead-line and the stockade, near the north gate. 'rhe men very 
soon ascert~ined that it was water superior to 'wy otLer in the stockade; and 
they went there, with poles with a Cllp or bucket attached, to dip it up. Thi~ 

spring was afterwards cle{J.red out under the supervision of the police, and a 
trough was const,rllcted from the spring leading to a point inside the dead line 
on the prison side of it. 

Q. Who ordered that to be done 1 
A. I presume-
The JUDGB ADVOCATK If you don't know anything about it, yOll noed not 

state what you presume.

Q, State what was a notorious flict..
 
A. It was a notorious fact-
The JUDGE<: ADVOCATE. You need not state what was a notorious fact.
 
Mr. BAKE<:R. He can state what everybody said there.
 
The JUDGE<: ADVOCATE. Tile court will determine that.
 
The PRESIDENT. The court has determined a number of times that such evi


dence cannot be received. 
Q. Go on and state wlwt you know. 
A. A ~ !"OlIg]! was constructed, by whose orders I cannot say, leading- under 

the dead-ll .. ,~ to a point which was accessible to all the prisoners-a point re[Ilote 
from the danger of being shot by proximity to the dead-line. This spring fur
nished water enough for all the prisoners then in the stockade; that is, if they 
did not crowd too much at a time; if they went as occasion required, there 
was water enough there; tlley could dip it up in large bncketfulls. 'rhe trough 
leu into It reservoir. The water was of excellent quality, in fact the best in the 
stockade. There were numerous other wells, but, aR I said before, they could 
uot be'used except by those who had aided 'in their construction, or as a matter 
of favor. There were fifty or sixty welL:, I pre~ume, round the stockade -in 
different parts. 

THE RATIONS-THE SliP PLY OF WOOD. 

Q. Do yon know anything about any orders given by Captain Wirz to the 
sergeants of the squads in relation to a large quantity of rations and more accom
modations to be given to the prisoners 1 , 

A. Yes, sir; after the number of prisoners had been reduced by transfer 
and exchange, I believe, to about 7,000, the camp was reorganized into 
detachments of 500, subdivided into ~quads of 100 each. They were all 
moved then on the south side, and the camp was thoroughly reorgan
ized. Captain Wirz sent for the sergeants of these hundreds; they went to his 
headquarters, and he told them, me amongst the others, that the camp had been 
reorganized, and that, owing to the decrease in the nnmber of prisoners, he was 
in hopes the provisions would be more abundant, of better quality and more reg" 
ular ill their issue. They were increased, in fact, the same afternoon. He also 
increased the ration of wood. VVood was hauled in in wagons, so as to furnish 
a sufficient quantHy for cooking, and in addition to that, he permitted squads to 
go out to the number of 20 from each hundred, every day, 'nnder guard, 
and they were furnished witll axes at the south gate, to chop wood and bring it 
in; sometimes they went two miles from the stockade. 

Those who had, blankets used them as coverings or tents. Of course those 
who had lIO shelter tents or blankets were permitted then to go out and' chop 
pine tops, and they made a pretty good shelter. They used them for bedding 
also. After that there was abundance of 1V00d in the camp. 
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'By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
There was abundance of fuel, both for cooking and 'heating purposes. Salt 

was a luxury in the stockade. I speak of my own positive knowledge when I 
,say that salt was sold by the bakers at the bake-house to the traders inside the 
stockade in quantities to snit purchasers, and it was tied up in bags, and thrown 
·over the stockade at night. The scarcity of salt. affected "til" rations to this 
extent, that we had no salt at all in our bread for a long time; that i~. no quan
tity which was appreciable; we could not taste it. Salt was conveyed into the 
,stockade in the manner I have described, and was purchased by these trauers and 
by them exposed for sale. One day abont the middle of October I wrote to 
Captain Wirl'l that owing to the way in which our salt was displlsed of, it was 
impossible to obtain any through the medinm of our cooks, and I therefure 
a'equested him either to issue the salt to us personally, as the other provisions 
were distributed, from the wagons, or else to stop the supply altogether, so as 
'to break up this trading. He immediately issued an order which was posted on 
the sut.ler's shop, prohibiting the sale of salt illside the stockade, and authorizing 
the police to seize upon it wherever exposed for sale. and 10 confiscate it. I do 
not know for whose benefit it was confiscated. Immediately afcer that, for a 
few days, the taste of salt was perceptible in OUl' bread, but matters relapsed 
~nto t.heir former state in a short time. 

On the evening of the 31st of October, about sunset, (it was the evening before 
we left, which was on the lst of November,) the rebel sergeants came in and 
told those who were ordered to move (it was the first and second detachments I 
helieve) to be ready to take the train the next morning at 8 o'clock; and 
,they also ordered that all those who were really sick, or fancied themsel ves una
ble to go on the train, unable to bear the fatigue of the journey, should report 

,themselves the next morning at the hospital inside the stockade. They did S0. 

A number staid behind-a number who were able to bear the fatigue, out who 
wiflhed to stay behind. 

THE CHAHGES OF'MUHUER AGAI:'>ST WIRZ. 

I never heard, while at Andersonville, of any actual personal violence by 
<Captain Wirz; I have heard of his cursing a man. Captain Wirz rode an old 
gray mare. I never knew him to ride a sorrel or a roan horse; he was always 
on the gray mare when he was mounted at all; sometimes he came in on foot. 
Captain 1Yirz never wore an out-and-out rebel uniform; it was generally a 
mixture. 

The JUDOE ADVOCATE. You had better explain yourself on that point. 
WITNESS. Very few officers, I think-
Q. How did he dress? , 
A. In summer time, or during warm weather, he generally; wore light clothes 

iinen clothes. As the weather became colder, he wore woollen clothell. I don't 
i'emember; he may have had on gray clothing. 

CO;VDlTIOi\' OF THg PRISONERS ':'I THE STOCKADE. 

'rhe main streets of the stockade leading east and west from the norlh and 
south gates were lined on both sides exclusively with stores and traders of dif
ferent kinds, venders of provisions alld eatables of all kinds; in addition to that 
there were traders who had no settled place of business, and they would peddle 
soap and candles and different things. When the dead-line was up, they traded 
surreptit.iously with the guard over the stockade, but when it was down, it was 
<lone openly. 'rhe men would come up to the stockade. I have seen the guard 
.there lower down bags of potatoes. onions, fruit, eggs, anything they could pro
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cure for sale. Clothing and shoes, and buttons, which used to be an article of 
currency there, a pretty extensive one too, would be given in exchange; also 
watches. knives, combs, pocket knives, anything that they had. This trading was 
constantly going on, not only during thc day but the greater portion of the night. 
A man on guard would sometimes make a bargain with a federal prisoner ;he 
would not have with him the articles desired, and he would say to the prisoner 
that the next time he cnme on the post he would bring the article f9r him. 
It was a perfect understanding between them and was generally done. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

I never knew of any stoppage of rations while at Anderson'ville. I know that 
the rations were never stopped for my squad as a squad. 'l'here were individual 
stoppages sometimes, when a man was remiss in duty; that is, when he did not 
appear at roll-call. I ne\'er knew the whole camp to have its rations stopped while 
I was there; that is, not stopped. Theissne was somet.imes delayed. It'there wag( 
a large arrival of prisoners, the rations would be delayed unt,i! next moming, 
but they were always made good. Sometimes we had two issues a day when 
the one on the preceding day had been delayed. My first dut.y as sergeant of 
a sqnad was roll-call in the morning, after thll,t t.o att.end at t.he south gate with 
the sick, which took until about 11 o'clock; t.hen to carry out the dead to 
the gate. 'l'hen there would be a slight interval during the middle of the day, and 
from the early part of the afternoon until sunset, all my time was taken in drawing 
rations andiesuing them. That comprised t.he whole duty. Men ofmy squad wonld 
frequently be absent at roll-call; s@metimes they were sick; sometimes they would 
betrading; sometimes they were too lazy to come; they might be asleep occa
sionally. lf they were sick-if there were no absentees beyond those positively 
sick-I would take the rebel sergeant around to their quarters and prove to him 
that such was the case. If I did 1101. know that a man was sick, I generally 
procured a substitute in ,his place, so as to make my number, 'rhe roll was 
called first by names, and then the sergeant counted the heads so as to verify 
the roll-call. I had one man in my squad, and only one, who, from the m,omen~ 
that he entered the stockade until some six weeks afterwards, never came near 
me. He had plenty of money when he entered, and when his money was spent 
he came back to the detachment. 

THE SUPPI.Y OF PROYISIONS IN GEORGIA IN 1864. 

I was a prisoner at Camp Lawton, Ileal' Millen. I was relea8ed from the 
stockade at Camp Lawton on the 21st of November; I had arrived thereon the 
morning' of the 2d. I was detailed there as a clerk at headquarters to make out 
the exchange lists; that was what I was told. -On the night of the same day, 
Genera! Winder sent an order to Captain Bowes, commanding the stockade. I 
was sent back to Andersonville by order of General Imboden. He sent me' 
across the country with a wagon train. vVe had our commissariat with us, but 
being' desirous of procUl'ing eggs, poultry, s\veet potatoes, &c., we pur~hased 
them from the planters whenever we could, 

Q. What information did you obtain as to supplies-whether the people had 
plenty or whether they were out of almost everything? 

A. As. a general thing they were very destitute, especially in the wake of 
Sherman's and Kilpatrick's armies. 

THE IJOGS. 

Q. Do you know, anything about federal prisoners going out with the hounds? 
if so, 'state what you know. ' 

A. Not of my own personal knowledge; I know from the confession of a 
man. 

Mr. BAKER. I ask that the witness be allowed to state it. 
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By the OOURT : 

'l'his statement was made after my return to Andersonville. The man was 
a paroled prisoner outside. The man was not dying; he w~s in perfect health. 
It was not a dying statement. 

Mr. BAKER. I see no use now of putting the question. I suppose that as this 
was not a dying declaration it will not be allowed to come in under the ruling 
of the court. 

THg CREDIBILITY OF THE WITNESS, MARTIN S. HARRIS. 

Oross-examined by the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

I-never went under another name than'~fartin S. Harris. I never entered 
the military service under any other n3me. I have been in one regiment; I 
'was in it about three years and a half. Ire-enlisted as a veteran. I 
do not k~ow what you mean' by jumping the bounty. I received a bonnty after 
having been two years in the service, when I re·enlisted about a year ago. The 
bonnty that I got then was authorized by act of 00ngress-$402. I enlisted 
in the cit.y of Brooklyn. I got ~300 from the city of Brooklyn, and $75 
State bount.y. I got $375 fi'om the city, and county, and State, and the 
balance came from the United States. :\0, I believe that the bount.y amounted 
to more than that; I was paid $290 subsequently. I did not pay any part 
of my bounty to. brokers. I was enlist.ed by Lieutellflnt Dougherty, c ,m
pany 0, 5th New York artillery. I was mustered ill by Oaptain Larned, 
11th infantry, I think; I will not be certain about his regiment; it was the 11th 
01' 12th. I did not apply, while at Andersonville, to Oaptain Wirz to detailme 
ontside on duty. I am positive that I never wrote him a letter on that subject. 
I swear posith·ely that I never under any circumstances wrot.e him a letter 
asking to be detailed on dnty ontside. l was captured on the 4th of July. I 
was not fighting at the time. I have been in 'many a battle, but not in this 
country. I have never been in battle during this rebellioll. I was captured by 
Early's advance guard'. I pad been slightly intoxicated when captured. I 
was not lying beside il jug of whiskey at the ,time. There was not a jug or keg 
of whiskey in my vicinity. There might have been considerable whiskey ill me, 
but not enough to cause intoxication. I know the circumstances under which 
I was captnred. I was captured by Early's advance guard. I was near olle 
of the government buildings. I was lying down. I do not know whether my 
face was np or down; I was asl~ep at the time. 

Q. Then how do you know the circumstances of your captllre ? 
A. Well, I saw the men who took me. 
Some of my c"mrades were on the other side of the ferry; the command was 

on the Maryland side-across the river. I was Oil the opposite side of the river 
from the principal part of my command. None of my comrades were immediately 
around me. I cannot judge how drunk I was. I have a distinct recollection 
about the circumstances of my capture. I first carne to consciousness im
mediately after I was captured. There were numerous rebels in thn vicinity, 
but only three or four captured me. The i'ebels were all around me at the time 
they captured me; they were standing in a group; I do not know the precise 
arrangement of the group. 'rhe a~vance had come up and gone past me before 
I was ~aptured, and the first t.hing I knew I found myself surrounded by the 
enemy. I was sober immediat.ely after I was captured-comparatively so. I 
was Bober enough to know what was going on and to enter into conversation 
with my captors, to ascertaill who they were, and Bee generally what was goiug 
on. I did not express my obligations to them for being under their I;ontrol. 1 
never did attempt to get away for it was useless. I was immediately put under 
strong guard and kept BO. I have suffered while nnder rebel control. I 8uf
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fered immediately after my capture; on the eusuing day I had to march to 
Winchester. I have suffered from excessive marches and exposure. I suffered 
at Andp,rsonville. The heat of the sun was a great cause of my suffp,ring; in 
the exercise of my duties, during the greater part of the day, I was continually 
exposed to the intense heat. That was the chief cause. I also snffered from 
diarrhcea. I never suflered from lack of water. The confinement was the 
principal cause of suffering-confinement and exposure to the sun and sickness. 
I arrived at New York May 16, directly from Annapolis. I have done nothing 
since I left the army. I have written two letters to the New York Daily News 
with regard to this trial. 'I'heir purport was a plain statement of facts. I wrote 
those letters merely to see justice done to a man I thought wrongly accused. I 
select-edthe New York News because I was acquainted with the editors; they 
are person'lll friends of mine. The editors are Ben Wood and Mr. PeloL Ben 
Wood has not been a personal friend of mine a great while. My relations with 
him are not intimate at all. I state that he is a personal friend of mine because 
I am acquainted with him, and for no other reason. I do not know that that 
paper has been in sympathy with the rebellion during this war. I knolv that 
the paper has been called a copperhead sheet. I do not know that ithas been op
posed to the cause of the government during thepntire war; I never read it before 
I saw It here lately. I never did know until recently the character and com
plexion of that paper. I did not know it before I wrote the letters to it. I do 
not think that I ever read the paper before I wrote those articles; I don't 
remember that I ever did. No one suggested to me the propriety of writing to 
the New York News. I was asked by one of the editors if I could give the 
public any information as to the state of facts in regard to Anderson ville. Mr. 
Peloi asked me. I have been an acquaintance of Mr. Peloi but a short time. I 
did not go to him and proffer those articles. He did not come to me. I was 
calling upon him one evening and he asked me. I was making a soeial call. 

Q. How long had you known him? 
lVir. BAKER. I object to this examination as foreign to the case and entirely 

irrelevant. 
Mr. SCHAD/<:. I saw that paper last night, and I find that it is a very loyal 

paper, supporting the President in all his policy, and I see no reason why that 
paper should be brought forward before this court as a disloyal sheet. 

The JUDGE ADVOUATE. I can understand why you do not see it; I know 
what your sympathies have been during this war. 

Mr. SCHADE. I know that the newspaper press has been attacking this man, 
and I see no reason why, when he is defended by one paper, objections. should 
be made to it. 

'rhe JUDUE ADVOCATE. I propose to pllrsue this line of examination with all 
the witnesses. 

Mr. BAK ER. I have no serious objection to it, but it is irrelevant. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. It is not irrelevant. The witness's competency is 

the basis of all his testimony. Ifwe show that he has been himself in sympathy 
with rebellion, if he has after foul' years of war, having never heen in battle him
self, come home and put himself in communication with those who have been in 
sympathy with the rebellion; if he has volunteered testimony by seeking inter
views with the editors of known rebel sheets; if he has published divers and 
sundry letters to those sheets; if he proffered his services as a witness or has ill 
any way shown his sympathy with the cause of the rebellion, I think it a clear 
proposition that that witness is more or less incompetent; it is not, therefore, 
irrelevant to inquire into the facts. It is a question of the competency and 
credibility of the witness, and I assume to say that there will not be a witness 
put upon the stand for the defence who has been in the service of the govern
ment who will not be sworn to be connected directly or indirectly with tho,;e 
who have been against the country. 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--38 
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Mr. BAKER. I will make the remark that I intend to put upon that stand one 
of the best witnesses that has been called for the prosecution-that man 13tanding 
there-(Robert H. Kellogg.) 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I will believe everything he tells me. 
Mr. BA KER. And I bel ieve everything this man tel113 me. I have not yet reflected 

on any of our Union soldiers. You are the only person who has done it; when 
I do it then you may blame me, and I hope if I do it this court will pitch me 
out of the court-room. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. When I see a doud of witnesses come here and tes
tify to the hon:ors of Andersonville, sending a >shudder throughout the civilized 
world, and then see another witness, their companion and comrade in arm13, come 
here and testify that Andersonville was a place flowing with milk and honey, I 
immediately snspect that witness. and I am going to attack him under all cir
cumstances and in every way I can, because I do not believe the presumption 
is in his favor; and I give the gentlemen notice and I give witnesses notice that 
it is my duty to do it as a prcsecutor; lowe it to my country and to the cloud 
of witnesses who have come here and testified, against whom not a shadow has 
been raised. The gl1ntleman himself in his cross-examination has not dared to 
attack their character or impeach their credibility. 

Mr. BAKER. What the gentleman proposes to do is all perfectly legitimate, 
but his manner of doing it does more credit to his heart than it does to bis head. 
His zeal as an advocate is interesting, but as an ad viser of this court it does not 
do that justice to his head and judgment that ought to be done. His zeal carries 
him too far in attacking witnesses. 

N ow the court and the judge advocate may just as well understand from the 
beginning that we claim that those things that have been brought out on the stand 
as having happened at Andersonville are not all of them facts as touching 
Captain Wirz, and we intend to do all in our power to substantiate that claim; 
both in the minds of this court and the minds of the community. We put 
respectable witnesses on the stand to prove it,and we shall put government wit
nesses on the stand to prove it. If the judge advocate can do away with the 
effect of their testimony he has a perfect right to do it. All I ask is that we 
shall not bl'ing a court of this importance down to the level of a justice of the 
peace court, where everybody shall be insulted and everything shall be offensive. 
'1'hat is all I ask. I want things conducted properly. It seems to me that the 
iudge advocate lugs in too much offensiveness into his cross-examination, and I 
wish it could be in some way stopped. I know his heart is good enough and 
he wants to do his duty, but I think he errs in judgment in doing this thing. 

'l'he JunoE ADVOCATE. One word in defence of my position as judge advocate. 
The theory of the lawis that thejudge advocate is the counsel both for the accused· 
and the government, but that theory is exploded the moment the accused selects 
counsel. When the accused is defended with so large an array of counsel front 
and rear-how many in the rear I do not know-with gentlemen of talent and 
ability, that removes from the jud?;e advocate all the obligations he owes to the 
accused; all the writers say that. 

Mr. BAKER. The objection is, going into this matter of rebel sheets, that it is 
irrelevant. 

Mr. SCHADE. Politics should be entirely excluded. 
'rhe objection was not sustained. 
Q. During the publication of your letters in the New York News, in the 

interest of this accused, how many times did yon see Ben. Wood? 
A. 'l'wice, I tIl ink; not more than that. I talked with him, on those occasions, 

but a few moments about this case; I did not talk about anything else; I met 
Ben. Wood in his office; he did not send for me; I went there to make a cor
rection in the publication of my article; it was on that business purely that I 
went there. I published two articles in the Daily News-two relative to the 
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Andersonville affair. I do not know how I came to be subpcenaed in this case. 
I received a subpcena j how it came about is more than I can tell you. I did 
not write a letter to the counsel in this ease, nor to anybody else j I signed my 
initials, M, S. II., to the communication I wrote to the News. I wrote for the 
Brooklyn Eagle an article relative to the Andersonville business j I am not 
aware that that paper has been more bitter than the News against the govern
ment. I have been a long time down south and have not read many papers 
lately. I bad been home a few weeks before I commenced writing letters j 

probably four or five j the writing of those letters was the first literary labor I 
performed after I got home j I saw that attacks were being made by the press 
on Oaptain Wirz, anticipating his trial j and also, anticipating his trial, I com
menced his defence. I consider the Brooklyn Eagle a first-rate paper j it is 
democratic in its principles. I am not aware that it ever attacked the present 
government. I pretend to say that at that day I did not know it had been in 
opposition to the administration. I do not consider it at all remarkable that I 
selected the News and the Brooklyn Eagle. I knew their complexion. That 
is what my impressions were concerning the papers; I knew they were not 
in hostility to the present administration. I did not know anything about them 
beyond that j I never heard them discussed. I have heard the New York News 
spoken of; I never heard its character for loyalty questioned. I am not ac
quainted with the editor of the Brooklyn Eagle, personally; I sympathize with 
the political views of that paper, and also with the New York News in its present 
course; that was one reason why I selected those sheets. ' 

Mr. SCHADE. Are you going to try the administration ? I object to the friends 
of President Johnson being tried in this court. 

The JUDGe ADVOCATe. One of the last of the President's speeches reported 
was, " deliver me from my friends;" that is all I can say in reply. 

I never did, while at Andersonville, retain for my own use any rations that 
belonged to the sick; I state this positively. I never did wbile at Anderson
ville retain the rations of the sick that would accumulate and appropriate them 
to my own use. When a man was not able to attend the issue of rations I gave 
his rations to his comrades; there were three or four in a tent. When a man 
was not able to eat his ration I would 'give it to his comrades; I did that almost 
every day. I never used those rations for my own benefit. I do not remem
ber tbat I ever wrote any letters to Oaptain Wirz, or to any other person in 
command or who had authority. asking for a clerkship; I should state to the 
best of my knowledge that I did not. I have written to Oaptain Wirz. 

Q. Was it a frequent occurrence with you to write letters outside? 
A. There was a letter-box on the dead-line. I never wrote to General Win

der at all; I have written to Captain Wirz· once or twice. I wrote once 
relative-

Mr.'BAKER. You need not tell what was in the letter. 
'I'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. Yes you need. 
,VIT:\IESS. No, sir; I cannot tell what was in the letters. 
I know wbat one letter was about; it was about that salt business. The 

other was relative to a man in my detachment by the name of Britton, who was 
desirous of obtaining a clerkship, and at his solicitation I wrote to Oaptain Wirz 
reqnesting that he b,e detailed. I do not know where Britton is; I presume he 
is living; I never heard of his death. Those are the only two letters that I 
ever wrote. I state positively that I never made such an application for .my
self while at Andersonville, or while at Millen. 

I never did while at Andersonville take any part of the clothing off a dead 
man for my own use. I took in one instance a blouse to cover a man who was 
act:J.ally naked. He had only a pair of drawers on, and they were in a most 
filthy condition. I took the blouse off a dead body. That was the only instance 
I remember. I can state positively I never took clothing off a dead body 
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but in that one instance, and in that instance I did it for a comrade. I state as 
positively that in no instance did I take any clothing from the body of a dead 
man ana apply it to my own use. 

Q. Did you ever at any time while you were at Andersonville complain to any 
one of your comrades with regard to the fearful mortality-the great suffering, 
destitution and sickness among the prisoners in the stockade 1 

A. Yes, sir; it was a frequent subject of conversation j in fact the only sub
ject of conversation we had was that, and anticipating the time when we would 
be released. 

Q. And yet when you came home, among the first things you found it neces
sary to do was to enter into a defence of Captain Wirz 1 

A. What I wrote was this: not denying the horrors of Andersonville, but 
ascribing them to what, in my opinion, was the proper cause. I never denied 
them. 

Q. You do not to-day deny any of the horrors that have been depicted at 
Andersonville 1 

A. Not a particle.. 
Q. The only question you gave any opinion on was with regard to the 

responsibility of the parties, and that you state now as positively as you do any
thing 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You state that you have not anything to diminish with regard to the hor

rors of Andersonville as depicted by your comrades here 1 
A. Nothing at all regarding the facts. 
Q. Nothing excepting on the question of responsibility? 
A. Yes, sir. 

By the PRESIDENT: 
Q. On whom, in your opinion is the responsibility? 
A. In my opinion General Winder was responsible, and also the prisoners 

themselves, by their conduct towards each other; the prisoners were responsi
ble themselves in a great many cases for their horrible sufferings there. I never 
did in any instance treat any of my comrades or any of the sufferers in the 
stockade improperly; 1 treated them with as much kindness as lay in my 
nature. I suppose I am about the average as a kind man. I made a remark to 
different parties after I was exchanged, that I lived first-rate while I was with 
the rebel officers and had plenty to eat and plenty to drink. I made that remark 
at home in Brooklyn. People asked me how I fared down south, and I told them 
how I fared at Andersonville and how at Millen; and that was the "idea I con
veyed. Six prisoners comprised the whole force at Camp Lawton last winter. 
My experience south was diversified. 

Q. I want to know whether you ever at any time remarked in the presence 
of any persons that while you were a prisoner in the south you had plenty to 
eat and plenty to drink 1 

A. I remarked that during a portion of my imprisonment I did live well. 
. Q. Did you ever make that remark to anybody with regard to your living at 
Andersonville 1 

A. No, sir j I could not do it; it was not the fact. 
Q. Did you in those communications to the New York News make any 

statements except those that would tend to show upon whom the responsibility 
rested? 

Mr. BAKER. I object to the queation. If you have got any writing or any
thing in print from this man you can present it to him and ask him if he ever 
made that statement; until you do that you cannot ask him any questions on 
the· subject at all, unless you show that the paper is destroyed. That is the 
rule and nothing is clearer, and you know it as well as I do, for you have argued 
on it half a dozen times; I object to the question. 
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The JUDGE ADVOCATE. The g<:>ntleman does not seem to be able to discrim
inate between rules of law. The law as I understand it is, that when a wit
lless is sought to be impeached he must be asked whether he at any time in the 
presence of particular persons said a particular thing; if he is to be impeached 
by his own letter, or testimony, he is to be asked whether he at any time wrote 
a letter embracing a certain state of facts. If he says yes, of course that ends 
the matter. If he says he did not, then he can be impeached by his own letter; 
that is the law. The principle of which the gentleman speaks is not involved 
at all. 

Mr. BAli:ER. If I understand tbe object of the jud~e advocate, from his 
cross-examination, he intends to impeach this witness by other witnesses who 
will be called to contradict him. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. That is my object. 
Mr. BAKER. Well, now, when a party wishes to impeach a witness the 1'llle is 

and I hope the reporter will take it down, so that we can have the question set
tled-that you must ask the witness if he said thus and so; but if that language 
is embodied in writ.jng or in printed matter, then you may produce the writing 
or printing and ask him, from the reading of it, if he said thus and so. That is 
the only way you can do it; that is the law, and I will stake my head or repu
tation on that fact. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. A letter is the same as a witness, and the letter need 
no more be brought into court than the witness, at the time the ground is being 
laid for impeachment. 

'rhe objection was not sustained. 
Q. You say that your only object in writing those letters was not to diminish at 

all the representations of the horrible condition of Andersonville, but merely to 
place the responsibility where it belonged 1 

A. No, sir; I state that the object of my letters-
Q. You stated a while ago that that was the animus, the intention of your 

evidence to-day. 
A. I had a double object-
Q. I am not speaking of the letters now; you say that you have nothing to
 

diminish or detract from the horrors of Andersonville 1
 
A. Nothing at all. 
Q. Your only purpose is to sbow the responsibility of certain parties 1 
A. Yes, sir, that is it. 
Q. I llOW want to know whether in the letters writteu by you to the New 

York News and Brooklyn ERgle, toucbing the trial of Henry.vVirz, you 
entered into this case beyond what you now state was your purpose? 

A. I said nothing about the trial of Wirz; the trial had not commenced. 
I said something about the approaching trial in those letters. I portrayed the 

sufferings of the prisoners at Andersonville in those letters as fully as I could. 
The only feature in my letter differing from the statements of the witnesses for 
the prosecution was with regard to the rE;lsponsibility and nothing else; that is' 
true of all the letters. I wrote. I am an American. I fought in the wars of the 
Netherlands against the Malay pirates in the Dutch East Indies, in the 
Holland sei'vice-the Netherlands. It was between 1850 and 1852. I WaR 
attached to the Dutch navy, not the regular navy; I believe it is sometbing . 
like the East India Oompany's service of England; they have a naval service 
under their control. Sometimes I was fighting every night. I came back to 
America in the latter part of 1852. I was a seaman in the Holland service. 
Merely the roving disposition which influences every sailor to move about. from 
one part of the world to another induced me to go into that service; I had no 
patriotic motive, merely a desire for adventure. Love of gain bad notbing to do 
with it; the pay only amounted to eight dollars a montb, and tbat was no induce
ment; it was merely a roving disposition. 
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THE CHARGES OF MUltDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

When I arrived at Andersonville I was treated like all the rest; I could 
perceive no difference'. When we were brought up in front of Captain Wirz's 
headquarters we were divided into squads of ninety men each. The men ofmy 
squad wished me to act as their sergeant. Captain Wirz came to me with a 
sheet of paper and told me to take the names. That constituted me sergeant 
of the squad. Captain Wirz did not display any violence of temper on that 
occasion. I have never seen Captain Wirz display any temper except inside the 
stockade; he displayed it there frequently. Almost every week or so he would 
eome in on his gray mare, alld the men would collect around him by hundreds, 
and would pester him with questions about exchange. At !'uch times he would 
go off in a rage. I never saw Captain Wirz draw bis pistol on the prisoners; 
I have seen his pistol in his belt; I never saw him with his pistol in his hand. 
I am sure of that. . 

THE DEAD-LI:\'E. 

The dead-line was removed about the 10th of September, immediately after 
the removal of the first detachment of prisoners; it \Vas all taken down, and all 
restriction with regard to that dead-line removed. That I state positively. 
After that time there was no shooting on the dead-line until the dead· line was 
reconstructed. I do not know why it was reconstructed unless it was-

'rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE. If you do not know why, you lleed not state. 
It was reconstructed about the middle of October. There was no sbooting to 

my knowledge after the dead-line was put up. I never saw any man shot; I never 
knew a man to be shot after the 10th of September on the dead-line. So far as 
I know there was no shooting on the dead-line. I have heard of prisoners being 
shot on the dead·line previous to the removal, but I never witnessed anything of 
the kind. I never heard of men being shot after the 10th of September. 

THE SUTLER. 

It must have been about the 1st of October that Captain Wirz cleaned out 
that sutler's establishment; possibly in the month of September; I will not be 
positive about the date. '1'he sutler was a Jew; I don't know his name. He 
was not the one who had been there all summer;. that was another one. The 
Jew had been there ever since the time the first sutler left-the sutler who was 
there all summer. A man by the name of Selman was sutler all summer. Sel
man may have left with the first detachment that went down towards Savannah. 
If you narrow me down to the point I will say that it was on or ahout the 10Lh 
of September that Selman went a\Vay and this Jew succeeded him. I do not 
know who appointed the Jew as sutler. He was not in the stockade as sutler 
during the time Selman was there; 1 do not know in what capacity the Jew was 
in the stockade; I never knew the mah before; I had no intercourse with him; 
I never bonght a cent's worth from any sutler. Captain 'Virz reserved a few 
bushels of potatoes at the time he cleaned the sutler onto '1'here were onions, 
tobacco. bacon and some odds and ends in the sutler's tent-red pepper and so 
on. Captain Wirz reserved only the potatoes-about four or five bushels, I 
should judge. I do not know what became of the potatoes. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

The water iu the creek was fit to bathe in, but I did not consider it fit to 
be used for drinking purposes. I did not drink it j I saw the prisollers fishiug 
into this spring that was discovered in August; that was the first time I saw 
any use made of it. The first I knew of the spring being there was in August. 
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That drain was built to_ convey the water into the stockade some three or four 
weeks afterwflrds. It was rather later than the first of September when they 
began to use the water from that spring, it was somewhere between the 1st and 
15th, so far as my memory eerves me-about the time the prisoners left, not 
before. It was not after the prisoners were removed to the south side of the 
brook; the trough and the reservoir were constructed bef lre the prisoners had 
been removed to the south side, but about the time the greater number of them 
left. Up to that time the prisoners had not used this spring exclusively; they 
would fish the water out with a cup or pail. 

Under those circumstances I never knew of any of the prisoners being shot; 
I never heard of any man being shot at that point. I heard of a man being shot 
there at the brook on thilt dead-line. I never saw anything of it. That spring 
was not more than six or eight feet from the dead· line. The spring was ,not 
along the edge of the brook, it was about one hundred feet to the north of the 
edge of the hrook, b'etween the dead-line and the stockade, up on the dry ground 
on the hill-side; there was quite a sharp hill there. 'rhere were a great many 
wells there, but no pei'sons were allowed to use them except those who built 
them, or had an interest in them. 'l'hose who had built the wells, or had an 
interest in them either by purchase or otherwise, kept the water for their own 
use. They would watch the well aud prevent all except their own company 
from using it unless they purchased the privilege. The ordinary price was a 
chew of tobacco for a cupful of water; I do not know what tobacco was worth 
a pound; we' used to pay twenty-five cents for a piece about two inches square, 
and very thin at that. At that rate I presume tobacco would bring eight or ten 
dollars a pound. It would not be safe to estimate the price of a cupful of water 
at twenty-five cents; twenty-five cents' worth of tobacco would last a man two 
01' three days at the rate we consumed it there. We h"d to be economical; a 
chew of tobacco was a very small piece; we gave a very small chew for a cupful 
of water. 

THE RATIO:'JS-THE SUPPLY OF WOOD. 

All the prisoners except the sick were removed to the south side after their 
number had been reduced to 7,000 or 8,000. The prisoners were compelled to 
remove their tents; of course they had the right to walk on the north side; they 
were not restricted in that way, but all the tents and habitations were removed 
to the south side. They were compelled to be on the south side at roll-call, 
and compelled to be there when rations were issued to them. The prisoners 
were never called for except at roll-call, and if they were absent at roll-call they 
were punisherl. Ti,e south side was about three-eighths of the whole area, I 
should judge; rather less than half of the whole. All the prisoners could go on 
the north side; they could go over there for eXI)rcise, 'l'hat continued until I 
left, on the 1st of Novembel". 

At thflt time wood was plenty for' all purposes; it was not plenty before that. 
time, it was very scarce; there was sufficient wood for cooking purposes; I was 
sergeant of a squad while I was at Andersonville, and the duties of that position 
occupied nearly all day; I was never a trader at any time; I never boug-ht nor 
sold. 'rhere was sufficient wood served out; I did not steal wood from the 
other prisoners; I never deprived any other man of- wood; all the camp at 
that time had all the wood they needed, provided they did not cook any more 
,than I did; every two or three days I would receive a stick of wood the.le?gth 
of a cord-wood stick, and about t]le thickness of that roll of paper, rpomtmg,] 
sometimes not so larD"e. I received once in three days a stick about four feet 
long and two and a half inches thick; that was sufficient for cooking purposes; 
I did not cook anything; the provisions were cooked; sometimes I liked th~m 
warm; I generally ate them as they were served out from the wagon; d,:rmg 
my stay there they were generally served cooked. There were occasIOnal 
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instances where the hacon would come in raw; the rations were generally served 
cooked; I do not think there was need of wood: that is the reason there was 
sufficient wood, because there was no necessity for it, the rations being cooked; 
raw rations were occasionally issued. The bread, while I was there, was always 
baked; the beans were always baked; the rice was always baked; there was 
occasional issues of raw beef and bacon ; I could not say that this was true of 
the whole camp; I attended to my own duty; I do not know anything exten
sively beyond my own detachment; I do not pretend to state, with any certainty, 
obFervations beyond my own ninety. 

Q. Was it not a fact that in the crowded state of that prison it was impossible 
for a man to know, with any certainty, what was going on beyond his own 
immediate vicinity 1 

A. Some had greater facilities than others for acquiring general information, 
those engaged in trade; I was not of that class, alld did not make this general 
observation. I was allowed donble rations while I was sergeant of a ninety; 
that was not the reason·why I had enough to eat; I did not eat my extra ration, 
I never tonched it; I paid it for the shelter which I had, to a party in there 
belonging to my regiment, who had the good luck to have a tent; I had none, 
and for my extra ration I secured a shelter; I paid my extra ration always 
for my shelter while I was there, and ate the other ration; I had no more than 
any other had; I do not say the prisoners had sufficient to eat, I say they had 
enough to sustain life provided. they could eat it. They could not eat their 
ration always; some prisoners died for want of proper food; I saw a great many 
deaths of that kind there, for lack of proper food, but not from the lack of quantity; 
from the lack of proper food a great many did die; I have seen a great many 
die from hunger because they could not eat the food which was provided for 
them; raw rations were seldom issued to prisoners who were sick; raw rations 
were issued to the sick sometimes, but very seldom. 

Q. Were cooked rations sometimes issued to the sick that were not fit for 
them to eat 1 

A. 'rhat waf! merely a matter of taste. 
Q. 'l'hen those men who died preferred to die as a matter of taste to eating 

those rations 1 
A. The sick, those who had sore mouths, could not eat the corn-bread 

and-
Q. What made their mouths SOre 1 
A. Scurvy. 
Q. And they preferred to die as a matter of taste 1 
A. 'l'hey preferred to abstain from that part of the ration altogether. 
Q. You use the word" abstain" as you preferred to use the term" delayed" 

instead of " stopped" in regard to the rations? 
A. It is hardly a parallel case; they abstained from the food because it only 

aggravated their disease. The result of their abstaining from food was that 
they became greatly emaciated, and in a great many cases death ensued; death 
resulted from their abstinence from food, fi'om the nature of their food, not from 
starvation arising from the lack of food. I said salt was thrown over the stock
ade in quantities to suit purchasers. At the time the salt was thrown oVer the 
stockade, the .number of prisoners was estimated at. 33,000; salt was a luxury 
at AndersonvIlle; I consider anything a luxury which is very scarce; salt was 
very scar~e at An.dersonville; it could only be obtained by purchase; all those 
who coulu afford It purc~ased salt; I cannot tell how many could afford it; 
there were a great many m the stockade who could afford it, a great many who 
had money; I suppose, about ~ne-third of the prison'ers had money. Each one 
would purchase acc~rdlDg to hIS ?-bility; men who possessed money could pur
chase enougll for dally consumptlon; each would consume a spoonful perhaps; 
those who had money had to be economical; a spoonful of salt would be sufficient 
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for each purchaser; that was the daily purchase; there were more than ten 
thousand spoonfllls of salt thrown over the stockade daily; I say that I have 
seen salt thrown over the stockade daily j I pretend to know of my own know l
edge about this traffic; I know about thifl because I have been occasionally 
walking in the evenings down on the west side of the stockac1e, and I have seen 
this traffic going on; I presume it was going on all the time; I do not know 
except from what I have seen occasionally; I know where the salt came from, 
it came from the bake-houge; I saw it thrown out from the bake-house, but by 
men-

Q_ You say you saw it thrown from the bake-house? 
A. No; I want to correct myself as to that; I never saw the ~alt go in tlle 

bake-house. and I never saw it come out; I do not know anything about that; 
I only know that salt found its way inside the stockade. from men who were 
employed in the bake-house; I know it came from those men; I know that 
salt was issued to the bakery to season the bread with; I know that· from the 
rebel sergeants; I did not see it done; I was told so; I do not know of my 
own certain knowledge that it was. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. 'l'hen do not be so anxious to state it. Have a little 
regard for your comrades and their honor, and do not try to protect rebels. 
Do not be so fast to state what you do not know of your own knowledge. 

This practice of selling salt was in opcration when I went to Andersonville. 
There was always a great scarcity of salt u~til Captain Wirz broke it up; he 
broke it up about the middle of October, and in three or four days it was resumed; 
we had a little salt, but not a sufficient quantity. 

Q. Do you pretend to know of your own knowledge that the suffering inside 
of the stockade resulj.ed from the conduct of any particular persons outside 1 

A. I know that the salt was sent in by paroled prisoners. I do not know 
where the salt came from only from what I have been told; I know the bakers 
were responsible for salt not being put in the rations; I know it because they 
sold the salt, that is the best reason I have. It was the general belief in the 
stockade that the bakers were responsible for the lack of salt in the rations. 
My knowledge was founded on that belief. 

TREATiVIE;.I;T OF THE SICK. 

Q. You say that when the sergeant came in there, at the time the sick and 
others were removed, about the 31st of October, they informed the sick that they 
might remain, if they desired to do so, and they did remain 1 

A. They did remain. 
Q. Preferring to stay in the Andersonville stockade to being exchanged? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You state it as a fact that the Andersonville stockade was' regarded by 

them as preferable to an exchange 1 
A. Preferable to another stoe-kade unknown to them. Andersonville at that 

time was comfortable comparatively to what it had been. Thill was after the 
stockade was cleared out; some of the prisoners staid, preferring that stockade 
to oue that they knew nothing of; some were unable to be removed, but some to 
my own certain knowledge preferred to remain there-some of my own detach
ment ; they preferred to bear the ills they had; Andersonville was preferable 
in their view to an exchange of stockade; I do not mean to convey the idea 
that Andersonville in their opinion was preferable to coming home here in 
the north; the idea those men had was that they would rather stay there than 
go to another stockade, of the horrors of which they knew nothing. ~he 
actual roll-call only took a few minutes; my next duty was to take the SIck 
out at sick-call; there was an enclosure outside the stockade; I took them out 
there; some days I would not take out any, and sometimes half a dozen; I 
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could not say how often I took out half a dozen; not often; very seldom. The 
sick of my squad did not amount to half a dozen, as far as my memory serves 
me, not during my whole stay, over half a dozen times. I frequently returned 
with thE;l same sick that I took to the gate; I generally returned with those that 
went with me; they would not come back without receiving medical treatment; 
they were prescribed for by the surgeons who were on duty for our detachment, 
and in the afternoon I went out and drew the prescriptions from the hospital 
steward who was there in attendance; I al ways got medicine for my sick; 
forget how many of my ninety died; as many as twenty; about half of them 
died in the stockade, principally of chronic diarrhoea; they died in their quarters; 
their comradeB and I waited upon them; they had no physicians; the physi
cianfl did not come in the stockade, that is, during the greater part of the time; 
a surgeon never came to my quarters in the stockade; I gave thF\ men their 
medicine; they were prescribed for frequently; when a man was unable to attend 
the sick-call I went to the doctor and told him the man was unable to be 
removed, and he would prescribe for him; I could give a proper diagnosis of 
the case, or the doctor had seen the man in an early stage of his sickness and 
he had diagnosed the case; sometimes the doctor saw the men in the early 
stages of their sickness, and sometimes during the progress of their-diseases. 
The doctor prescribed for them upon my representations; so far as I remember 
only twenty died out of my ninety; I should not think more thau that. 

Q. How many who dd not die became disabled from sickness 1
 
WITNESS. Do you mean disabled for a time or permanently 1
 
The JunGE ADVOCATE. Permanently disabled.
 
A. That I cannot tell, for the sick of my detachment were left behind when 

when the detachment moved down to Millen. I do not think there were over 
half a dozen of my detachment left behind; my detachment was fuil at the 
time; there may have been one or two short, but the camp had been shortly 
before reorganized, and it was much more healthy then than it had been pre
viously, and my detachment was nearly full; I do not think it was quite full. 
The detachment was continually replenished; some were taken to the hospital, or 
put on duty outside, and others died. Taking into account I.his replenishing of my 
detachment, I have commanded in all as many as a hundred and fifty different 
men. I have accounted for twenty-six who were taken out of the orig-inal ninety. 
Some of the others were detailed, paroled outside; none of them were sick; 
those who went out were well. 

Q. Then the only sick men in your detachment were twenty-six out of a hun
dred and fifty? 

A. I do not SllY twenty-six; I give the number as near as I can remember; 
it is impossible for m(~ to state the precise number at this time. I remember 
that twenty died and six were left behind unable to travel, and that is all I 
remember about it. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

There were two main avenues in the stockade; one on each side. They ran 
east and west from the north and south gates; and there were cross-streets. 
Very few of the traders had shanties; very few indeed. The men would have 
a small table three or four feet long and a couple of feet wide placed upon 
planks in front of their tents. Those tents would not occupy over six feet 
square-hg,rdly that; they were all sizes. I would not be positive about their 
area; they were sometimes under shelter tents and sometimes under two or three 
blankets. I should think it was between 150 and 200 yards across from dead
line to dead-line. There were not 200 shanties on each sideof the street; there 
wer.e spaces between; you must make allowance for the cross-streets. Some 
would occupy more space than others. Those avenues were occupied almost 
exclusively by traders. 
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STOPPAGE OF THE RATIONS. 

The rations were never stoppe'd for th'e whole camp IV hile I was at Anderson
ville; they were delayed. , 

Q. Explain why you prefflr the term" delayed" to " stopped?" 
A. Because"it was owing to the arrival of prisoners; that was genemlly the 

cause. We knew this because it was stated to us by the rebel sergeants; that 
was the only way I knew it. .The arrival of prisoners was the cause; we were 
witnesses of the fact, and we were told that that was the reason; every time 
the rations were stopped that was the reason assigned, as far as I remember; I 
do 1I0t know any other reason except the arrival of prisoners. The rations were 
never stopped for the whole camp; I know that because they were never stopped 
for my squad; I would have been included. 'There was not a thorough stoppage 
fo1" my squad while I was there; there would be delays. I call a thorough 
stoppage when we would lose a ration-when the ration would be lost for the 
whole. What I call a delay is where the ration was issued the next morning 
instead of the evening previous. I have had absentees in my squad. I have 
had men punished in my squad for being absent; they were punished by stoppage 
of rations; the individual ration was stopped; they only stopped the ration of 
the man who absented himself, and in no instance was the issue of the whole 
squad stopped. The ration of those who were not present at roll-call was stopped 
by the rebel sergeant; he would take the actual number pre~ent, and rations 
for that number were issued, with orders from him not to give the absent man a 
ration. The time for roll-call wouL} vary; the roll was generally called about 
nine o'clock; that was the time my roll was called. The actual calling of the 
roll would take a very few moments. We entered the stockade with ninety men. 
vVe lost some of our men the first day; there were some sick and unable to 
attend roll-call. At the first roll-call I had there were some three or four 
absent; their rations were stopped; there were men more or less absent from 
the squad all the time, from sickness and from pure indolence. Men who were 
absent on account of sickness did not have their rations stopped; the sick WfH'e 
accounted for, but those who were absent from either recklessness or indolence 
had their rations stopped. I have had men sick in my squad who were not 
attended to carefully by the physicians. 'rhe sick always found it necessary 
to go to the brook if they were affiicted with diarrhcea. 'l'hey have been absent 
at the brook at the time of roll-call. Their rations were not stopped on that 
account; they were always accounted for; I ascertained that the man was at 
the sink and reported the fact at the gate, in all cases; that was my duty, and 
I tried to do it to the best of my ability. 

THE SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS TN GEORGIA TN 1864. 

I was in the stockade at Millen, or camp Lawton, f"om the 2d of November 
till the 21st. I did not apply by letter to General Winder to be detailed; I 
never told one of my comrades that I had so applied. I positively swear that 
while I was at Millen I never, on any occasion, wrote a letter to General Winder, 
or any other commander, asking to be detailed. 

Q, How did it happen that you were sent back with General Imboden to 
Andersonville 1 

A. Well, the fact is that an exchange was shortly anticipated. I presume 
that was his motive in sending me back. I was shortly exchanged; I was sent 
from Andersonville to Vicksburg; I went over in a wagon train. There 
were four wagons in the train. I went all the way from Millen to Ander
sonville; across through the country. General Imboden did not accompany 
me; he was at Brazilia, fourteen miles from Augusta. 1 did not go with 
General Imboden; it was by his orders that we were sent across. I arrived 
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at Andersonville about the middle of March, 1865. I was not put back in 
the stockade. General Imboden ordered Oaptain Wil'z not to put us back in 
the stockade. General Imboden was not at Andersonville when we arrived; he 
Was at Brazilia. I did not bring the order wiih me from him; the order was 
sent by mail. 

V ACCI.'J ATION.
 
. By OOUNSEL:
 

I saw vaccine sores in the arms of several men; their arms were in a horrible 
condition. I never saw any vaccinated; I knew they had been vaccinated 
because of the nature of the sores on their arms-tl1ey were vaccine sores. 
did not see any besides those. I never received any order in regard to having 
my men vaccinated. 

, By the JUDGE ADVOCATg : 
The arms of those men were in a horrible condition; sometimes the bones 

were denuded of flesh. That wa~ my obaervation on the subject of vaccination. 

OCTOBER 6, 1865. 
FREDERICK ROTH, for the defence: 
I have been in the military service of the United States-in the 2d New York 

cavalry. I was captured on the 19th of October, 1863, near New Baltimore, 
Virginia. I was taken to Richmond, Belle island, and from there to Anderson
ville. I was at Belle isle five months. I was taken to Andersonville about 
the 20th of March, 1864. I left Andersonville on the 9th of September, 1864. 
I was inside the stockade all the time, excapt when I would get out for wood. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

In some places the water was very good. In other places the water that ran 
through the brook was not fit to drink. There were wells and springs in the stock- ' 
ade. There were not enough wells in proportion to the men. I should think 
there were about 400 of different kinds. . '}'he springs were mostly along the 

,swamp. In half of them the water was not fit to drink, on account of the mag
gots that ran all over the swamp into the water. In the wells that were deep
seventy-five feet deep-there was good water for anyone that could get it. 

THE RATIONS. 

For the first two months that I was there we got more meal than we could 
use. We had it there by bags full. For the last three months that I was there 
we had not enough to eat in what was issued to ns. I know of the rations 
being sometimes very deficient. They would be so because some of the detach
ments that were not full drew just as much rations as the detacbments that had 
their full complement. The sergeants generally drew, if they conld, fur their 
whole squad, acconnting fur the men some way or other. A good IDany drew 
double rations. . . 

CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST \vIRZ. 

I recollect seeing Lieutenant Davis first the day I left Andersonville-the 9th 
of September, 1864. I think he went in the same train with us. I did not see 
him till I got to Savannah. I never heard, while at Andersonville, of Oaptain 
Wirz killing or shooting or beating or kicking men to death. I heard of it since I 
came to Washington. I have heard him curse men and threaten to shoot 
them. 

TUNNELLING OUT. 

I never was engaged myRelfin tunnelling. I have watched the tents while tJ1e 
men of my regiment were working on tunnels. There was some tunnelling 
going on all the time. 
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COl\'DlTION OF THE PRISONERS I:" 'fHE STOCKADE. 

The first part of the time the biggest part of the trading was done by the 
post adjutant. He had a man inside selling for him. I have seen men going 
into the stockade and trading. The men traded with the guards in day-time 
and at night. '{'here were a good many stores at Andersonville. Men could 
buy almost everything thE're as in this city, if they had the money. Of course, 
there were a few things which could not be bonght there. I did not know of any 
eating-houses there. There were places where they sometimes boiled eggs and 
fried eggs, with meat which they bought from prisoners, or the quartermaster, 
or stole. I cannot say that there was much money in the stockade. I know 
that I did not have much. 'rhis adjutant used to bring in a good deal of salt, 
and the guards would sell it in small quantities, in haversacks. I never saw 
any of the outside prisoners trading or selling to those inside the stockade. 

Cross-ex;unined by the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

I was fifteen years old when I entered the service. I had been in the coun
try fourteen years when I enlisted. I was born in Germany. I never got 
,any bounty, I did not re-enlist as a veteran. I joined the 21st New York 
infantry in 1861. I remained in that regiment 11 months. I had my arm 
broken in two places when I was in that regiment. I,was never rightly mus
tered into that regiment. '{'hey had the full complement of drummers. I took 
no French leave from the 21st New York regiment. I was not mustered in 
right. For the last foUl' months I got no pay, and so I left. I was mustered 
in on pay days, but for the last four months I gpt no pay. I did not desert; 
I left. I entered the service again in 1862. I was 16 then. I had gone to 
work in a factory, but did not like it; and then I thought that as I han seen the 
commencement of the rebellion I would see the end of it Captain Buell was 
recruiting in Troy for the 2d New York cavalry, and I enlisted. I was not a 
musician in the 2d New York cavalry. Captain Buell enlisted me as a bugler, 
but I only bugled for six months. I was a private. My arm was broken ,in 
the regiment I was first in. I can hardly say whether my arm was still dis
abled when I entered the second regiment. '1'he doctor examined me in '{'roy, 
and said he guessed I would do. I was captured in a fight. There were 250 
or 300 captured with me. :Forty of my own regiment were captured. '1'he 
biggest part of those captured staid in Richmond. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

The water of the brook that ran through the stockade was not fit to drink. 
The biggest part of the men had to drink it. because they could not get any 
other I have been dry myself and would not drink it, because I did not like 
it. Sometimes the men who had wells would give me a drink, and sometimes 
they would not. It depended upon their charity and their disposition to give to 
me. The water in the spring near the swamp was not fit to drink. The swamp 
overran with all kinds of filth. In some of the springs higher up there was 
good water. The water in the springs close down to the swamp was about the 
same as the water in the brook. About one-third of the springs yielded good 
water. The springs would supply some of the prisoners in the stockade only. 
They could not get much water at a time, as the hole for each well was very 
small. They would have to wait until the water came again in the hole; others 
they could get a pailful out of. With the springs and wells together, nearly 
one-half of the prisoners in the stockade could get good water, and the rest would 
be compelled to go without it, unless their friends who had wells would allow 
them to get it. I suffered some on account of the water. I have been hot and 
dry, staying in the sun without shelter, and have gOlle dowll for a drink. The 
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scum on the top of the water would be like as if there was liquor thrown on it, 
and I would have to wash it off or dip under it. The water would not smell, 
but it would not taste good. I would not like to drink it, vVe could sep, by 
standing on the hill that the people in the cook-house would empty slops right 
into it. We knew that was the way they did it. The slops from the rebel 
camps above went into the brook. It was pretty bad water to drink. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

I suffered from hunger and exposure at Andersonville. For two weeks I did 
not think I would ever see Yankeedom again. I am not as strong now as I was 
when I was taken to Andersonville. The dian-hooa that I had there for two 
weeks affects me still. 

I had nothing to eat some part of the time while I was at Andersonville. 
I should judge that that was true of a good many in camp, excApt those who 
had lots of money, or who carried, on trade or business. Those who had money 
had the best chance to trade, If a fellow with only one or two dollars was 
trying to trade with a confederate, some other fellow would come up and offer more 
and get it from him. '1'hose traders ruled the camp pretty much. ,I had not 
money much to buy from the traders, and they did not do me either harm or 
good. They did me harm in one way-that, if I had a lot of money, I could 
buy from the guard, whereas these follows who had so much would come and 
offer more than I. 

Q. Could the.)' not hurt you also by buying things that ought to come to you 
regularly 1 . 

\ A. I do not know that T would have got them if they had not bought them. 
I cannot think of any other way in which these traders injured me. After 
the regulators were got up, these traders put on airs a good deal. '1'he regu
lators put on some styIe there. I do not know that the regulators went about 
with their whiskers died, but they drew four times as much rations as the other 
men.. Some of the regulators were looked upon as distasteful as the raiders. 
'rhe bigg-est part of the camp were down upon them. Some of the speculators 
joined the regulators. '1'he speculators, regulators, and raiders were about the 
same thing. 

I saw a good deal of suffering in the stockade. I saw some men lying near the 
swamp; they would crawl down as near as they could. If they went near 
a tent they would be clubbed away down into the swamp, and then some 
of them got so that they could not stir, and they would lie down at the swamp 
until they died. Some had scurvy, which drew them up like a cripple. '1'hey 
could not stir, unless some one would help them. There were some who had not 
enough to eat, and who would go around and pick up the crumbs from the 
wagon that 'came in with rations. After the regulators were got up they 
would hit a man who would do ~hat. 'rhey didn't care whether he was sick or 
not. I never saw Duncan strike a man. I never saw Duncan drive away men 
who wanted to get crumbs in that way. I had not shelter at night except one 
month of the time while I was at Andersonville. '1'he first month or two I was 
allowed to go out for wood, and I sheltered with two men who were with me, 
but after a g'ood many prisoners came there they sold their tent and ground for 
five dollars, and I was knocked out of the tent. The same two men would get 
out and get some more wood, and I gave the guard some buttons to take me out, 
and we got some slabs and built up another house, but I could not lay down any
thing in it, for the crowd was so bad that they would steal anything as soon as I 
would take my eyes off it. 

I cannot recollect how many died out of my 90. I know that some died. 
, I know that about 800 left Belle Isle with me, and about DOD of them died at 
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Andersonville; several died on the way there, or as soon as they were put in 
hospital. . 

The biggest part of the trade was going on while Adjutant Selman was at 
Andersonville. 

By the COURT: 
I had on my jacket, pants, cap, and boots when I was taken prisoner. I took 

the same clothing with me to Andersonville, except my jacket, which I sold at 
Belle isle for a piece of bread. The regulators drew about two loaves of bread, 
while the rest of us drew only half a loaf; and they drew enon~h meat to make six 
or eight rations. They had what they called the temple of justice, where they 
flogged men. There were about 700 hundred of them, I think. I think ,hey 
all drew that extra ration; I am not certain, but I have seen them drawing it. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
That temple of justice was run by the regnlators. They could have the 

men punished just as they pleased, upon complaints made by them and evidence 
given by them. I had no money when I went to Anderson ville. 

VACCINATION. 

I had seen some men who had been vaccinated at Belle island, and gangrene 
had got into the wound and eaten the flesh off. I could not exactly say that I 
saw these men at Belle island, but that was where a good many of them were 
vaccinated. When I would see them I asked them and they would say that 
they were vaccinated at Belle island. I did not see any myself vaccinated at 
Andersonville; they mig'ht have been vaccinated every day. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

I do not know anything about CaptainWirz, except that for the first month 
or two he would come in and call the roll.. Captain Wirz would curse and damn 
men because they would sit down, or would not stand up long enough. Some 
men would have to go off about their business, and if he was not there just at 
the right time Captain Wirz would send him outside. I do not know what was \ 
done with them, but some said they were put in the stocks or bucked and gag
ged. That is all I know about Captain Wirz. I never saw Captain Wirz lay 
hands upon anyone. He used to have a pistol in his hand most of the time, 
and he would make the men stand in line. I cannot say that I ever saw him 
make sick men st'1nd up in line. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

The squad that I belonged to got no rations on the 3d or 4th of July; I know 
that I did not. I don't know how the rest of the camp were off in regard to 
rations on those days. I think some of them got it, but others did not.' None 
of the detachments right by me got any rations. Once before, in the month of 
April or May, rations were stopped for one day on one side of the creek, while 
the prisoners on the other side of the creek got the rations. I saw Captain 
Wirz the first time he called the roll. I think the rations were stopped once in 
April, because the men broke ranks; the men on one side staid in ranks, and 
on the other side they did not. I saw he gave the men on one side their rations 
and did not give any rations to tile men on the other side. There' were only 
about ten thousand prisoners there then. 

EFFORTS OF LADIES TO RENDER ASSISTANCE TO THE PRISONERS. 

OCTOBER 6, 1865. 
Miss MARY RAWSON, for the defence: 
I reside on the plains of Dura, Georgia. I have been at Andersonville, I 
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cannot say exactly how many times, while the U uion 'prisoners were there. I 
commenced going in January, 1865. I generally went about once every two 
weeks. My object in going there was to feed a prisoner. I saw Oaptain Wirz 
sometimes when I went there. I was there in the month of March, 1865. I 
had on a brown dress. Uaptain Wirz never at any time refused or denied me 
any privilege of taking things in to prisoners there. He was always agreeable, 
and told me I could bring anything in to the prisoner I was going to see. I 
had one particular prisoner I was going to see. When I first went there I 
metOaptain Wirz at the depot. I thought then he was a colonel. I asked 
him if I could visit a prisoner who was sick. He told me I could. At that 
time he gave a pass to one of the paroled men in the office. I used to tie up a 
bushel basket and leave it, and my prisoner said that that would last him two 
weeks. After two we!lks I would go again. The captain always recognized 
me and asked me if I was going to see my prisoner. I would say" Yes," 
and I would carry anothpr basket up and leave it. He never refused m~. 

He generally treated my prisoner, as I called him, very courteously. He 
gave him the only chair in the room, and I sat on the bench. I never heard of 
Captain Wirz treating any other lady, who went there, in an unkind way. 

Q. Tell the court about the ladies getting np something for the benefit of 
prisoners there, if you know anything about it 1 

A. That was before I was at Andersonville at all.
 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Then you know nothing about it.
 
W'ITNESS. I shall not tell anything but what I do know.
 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I understood you to say that it was before you went
 

to Andersonville. 
WITNESS. Yes, to feed this prisoner. 
Mr. BAKER, I object to the judge advocate cross-examining my witness until 

I get through. 
'rhe PRESIDENT. The judge advocate has a right to ask for information on 

which to base his objection. 
Mr. BAKER. If he has a right to ask questions at every step of my examina

tion, I need not go on. I am perfectly willing that the judge advocate shall 
examine the witness. 

The PRE~ID/<lNT. Very well; if you are disposed to take your seat, do so. 
lf there is any more of this kind of by-play, I think the court will ask the judge 
advocate to examine your witnesses. 

Mr. BAKER. I am pel'fectly willing to let him examine this witness, because 
that it is so little that I want to get out of her. 

The PUESIDENT. The judge advocate will examine the witness. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I have no questions to ask her. 
The PRESiDENT. Let the lady stand aside. 
Mr. BAKER. I have a question to ask her. 
The PRESIDRNT. This if' all very puerile and very babyish. 
:Mr. BAKER. I am very indifferent about it. I have got the main facts out. 
(By the JUDGE ADVOCATE.) My charity was confined to one prisoner there. 

His name was Peter Kean. He belonged to the 16th Iowa regiment. He was 
a private soldier in the stockade. 

THE SUPPLY OF LUMBER. 

OCTOBER 6, 1865. 
EDWARD RICHARDSON, recalled for the defence. 
I live at Albany, Georgia; 45 to 50 miles from Andersonville. I have been 

at Andersonville a great many times, perhaps 15 or 20 times. 
Q. Do you know anything about saw-mills around Andersonville, or on the 

road from your place there? 
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A. There were three, I think, or say four. The fourth one was put up in 
1863. They were sawing lumber for the. government mostly in 1864. I tried 
to get lumber for myself to put up a small building, and could not obtain it. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PRISONERS. 

I never saw Union prisoners being searched. I saw eight car· loads of prisoners 
come in at one time. 'l'hey were moved there from Alabama. They looked to 
be very ragged and very dirty, and there were some sick among them. I never 
saw them searched, and never SIlW them after they left the railroad. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

I was at Andersonville once every week or two. I never saw or heard of 
Oaptain Wirz shooting or kicking or injuring any prisoner there, so that he 
died. 

Cross-examined by the .JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I did not do any business at Andersonville. I went there for pleasure. I 

had some friends in Oonnecticut, and I wanted to see if there were any of them 
among the prisoners. My observation was confined mainly to what I saw on 
those occasions; I used to go around with them through the stockade and into 
the graveyard and dead-house. I staid there about two hours. I wenttbere 
tlometimes every week. All I know about· this ease is what I have stated. 

THE SUPPLY OF LUMBER. 

By the COUllT : 
Tbe saw-mills I spoke of were between my house and 4ndersollville. There 

were two or three off the road at some distance; I think four or five miles 
from the road. Not in the same direction, off the railroad. l\fy house is south
WAst from Andt'rsonville. I know of saw-mills north of Andersonville. I know 
I used to see them often when going throug!]. to Macon. There were no saw
mills east of Andersonville that I know of. There were no saw-mills west of 
Andersonville. 

THF: mSPOSITION AND CONDUCT OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TOWARDS THE PRISONERS. 

OCTOBER 6, 1865. 
Rev. E. B. DUNCAN, for the defence: 
I have lived for the last few years in Florida. Previously to that time I lived 

in Tennessee; I am a 'l'ennesseean by birth. I am a minister; a Methodist. I 
have been preaching in Florida for the last two years to the confederate camps 
in Florida; I was a missionary. I have been in northern Alabama during this 
war, and also in the neighbolhood of Fort Donelson. I had a circuit which 
embraced Fort Donelson and Fort Henry. I was at Andersonville, Georgia. 
My object in going there was to preach to the Florida troops at Andersonville. 
:My mission was to the }<'lorida army. I preached to the prisoners in the stock
ade. My pass, I believe, dates the 3ht of July, 1864. I preached in the 
morning to the Gamble artillery, from Tallahassee. I was to preach that eve
ning at 4 o'clock in the stockade. I went to General Winder, who was then 
in command, to get a pass, and he referred me to Captain Wirz. Captain Wirz 
had gone home, which was about two miles off, they told me. Next morning, 
the 1st day of August, at 10 o'clock, I called at Captain Wirz's office; I told 
him that I wished permission to preach in the stockade. He granted me per-

H. Ex. Doc. 23--39 
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mission, and gave me a pass to go in at will. He told me what would be the 
best time to go in, and mentioned the roll-call, the sick-call, and the rations. 
He told me it would suit me better at that hour. I went in "that morning and 
preachr.d to the prisoners. I took in a paper which I was permitted to take in, 
a Macon paper, which had in it a piece respecting the exchange of prisoners. 
I went in with a great deal of pleasantry and met a good many of them at the 
gate. They had come out to sick-call. Said I, "Men, I have some good news 
for you in this paper, and I have some better new~ to tell you after you hear 
this." They said they would hear both. I told them I wished to preach to 
them. I did so, and they stopped me every ten steps to ha"e the piece read 
respecting the exchange. I was very much broken down myself. My lungs were 
weak and I called on several of the prisoners to read it. At last I got to the 
miCldle of the stockade, where Oaptain vVirz told me it was most suitable to 
preach. It was near the Futler's shanty, I think. They put me out a box, and 
I told them that if they would gather around, I would preach as loud as I could. 
They did so, a larger congregation than I could see. I could not see the extent 
of my congregation. It rained upon me twice while I was preaching, but no 
man left. I had great liberty in preaching. I would say further that my pass 
was given to go in at will; and last February I preached again at the stockade 
and in the hospital on myoId pass. Oaptain Wirz's manner towards me at that 
time was very gentlemanly. He gave me every assistance. I only spent a 
moment in his office. He was a business man, and I was also of the same order. 

CONDITION' OF THE WATER. 

I got water in the stockade. I drank some good water there; as good as I 
found in upper Georgia. I was very thirsty after preaching, and I mentioned 
that I would like to get some water; but calling to mind that the water might 
not be good, I thought I would not drink until I got out. Some of the men 
said they would get me some water, and they went out and got a bucket full of 
very good water, at which I was very much astonished. It was an exceedingly 
hot day, and I was very thirsty, and I thought it was the best water I had met; 
80 much better than I might have expected. 

VACCINATION. 

I heard something about the spurious vaccination in our army in Florida. 

THE CHARGES OF MURD],;R AGAINST WIRZ. 

I preached to the Union soldiers at Andersonville on the 1st day of August, 
1864, and also in February, 1861). I was there about a week each time. The 
last time I was there it "IlIas very cold weather. I did not go into the stockade 
until Saturday, which was the first warm day suitable for me to preach. I did 
not circulate around much; it was very cold weathr.r. I was with our Florida 
troops and preached to them every night. When I was there in August I cir
culated all the time. While I was at Andersonville I did not know or hear of 
Oaptain Wirz shooting, killing, kicking or otherwise injuring a prisoner; I heard 
nothing on that score. . 

Oross-examined by JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

I was at Andersonville the first time about a week. I was not in and out at 
headquarters; I only went to headquarters one evening. I saw Oaptain W"irz 
only once while I was there-when I went to get the pass to go into the stock
ade. That was the 1st of August. He did not go in with me. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

I got a drink of water while I was preaching; I went into a shanty and sat 
dowll and talked with the men. I do not know where the men got the water 
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they gave me: They wmoe not gone for it a great while. They brought it in a \ 
bucket. I did not notice particularly what kind of a bucket. It looked clean 
and there was a dipper in it. The men were very kind to me indeed. 

Q. You say that at first you thought you would not ask for water; why 1 
A. I called to mind that I,would not be likely to get good water there; and 

I thought I would wait till I got outside. I do not know how I was reminded 
of that fact particularly. I had understood that there waH a goad deal of suf
fering there. I knew there was a good deal of sllffering there., I did not know 
anything about the water, but I judged from the general character of the place 
that it might not be good. I thought I could not get as good water there as I 
could outside. I did not expect to g-et as good water there as I might get out
side. I saw the branch there, but I did not know anything about the water. 
I was thirsty, but still I thought I preferred waiting for a drink till I got out. 
They said they could bring me some water, and t~lCY went off and brought me 
some. I dp not pretend to know where they got It. 

THE DISPOSITIO:'< A:\TD CO:\TDUCT OF CAPTAIX WrRZ TOWARDS THE PRISONERS. 

I did not introduce, my sermon by reading a Macon paper. I did not read
 
the paper. ,My lungs were weak, but I asked that some of the men who had
 
strong lungs should read it. I mentioned thft I had some news which I was
 
permitted to read in the stockade. And the next important thing was the queR

tion of religion. 'rhe object of my visit was to preach to them. 1\'1y object in
 
going into the stockade was to preach to the prisoners. My mission to Ander

sonville was to the Florida artillery, whom I had been preaching to in Florida.
 
I was not commissioned by the rebel government. I never was connected with
 
the rebel service. I am a non-combatant. I was connected with the conference.,
 
I was connected with the MetllOdis~ church south. My sympathies were with>
 
the rebellion. I was with the country-with the South, with which I was then
 
identified, although at the outset I thought that a secessionist ought to be hung'
 
as a traitor. But when my State, Tennessee, went out, when we were plunged
 
suddenly into revolution, I took position with my State. I was identified there;;
 
but still I followed my own calling as a minister, and still held my connection with
 
the Tennessee conference. I am a man of peace. I preached to souls everywhere
 
-to federals and confederates. I do not know that I ever suggested to my hearers 
south that treason was a crime. "Ve general!y preach the gospel down there. 
I never thought that the gospel had anything to do with the question of gov
ernment. On that question I am " subject to the powers that be." 

Q. You regarded the" powers that be" in Tennessee as superior to the pow
ers that be in the general government 1 

The "VI'fNESS. Is that question proper? 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Yes, sir; ie is very proper. 
The "VITNESS. If you wish to have my record I can give it to you. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. You are at liberty to refllse to answer allY questions 

that might tend to show yOll committed the crime of treason. 
The WITNESS. I stood identified with the southem people during that time. 

Since that time I have been .< snbject to the powers that be," and I expect to be. 
I think that should be a sufficient answer to the conrt. 

:NIl'. BAKER. We should not have so much irrelevant matter brought into the 
case. It is clearly illegal and I object. 

The J UOGE ADVOCATE contended that he had a right to test the credibility 
of the witness, and to impeach his character, by asking such questions. The 
witness might decline to answer them on the principle that he is not bound to 
disclose the fact that he has committed a crime. 

After deliberation, the objection was overruled.
 
'l'he WITNESS. I never took the oath of allegiance to the rebel government.
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J was never connected with the army in any way, and never took an oath of 
,allegiance. I followed my calling. 

Q.. Were ministers required to take the oath of allegiance to the southern 
'confederacy? 

A. I never knew of anything of the sort. It was cold in February, 1865, 
"When I was at Andersonville. I said it was cold, and that I waited for the first 
warm suitable day to go into the stockade to preach. It was because I was to 
preach out of doors, There was no house for me to preach in. In the mean 
time, however, I called to visit the federal hospital, and I told the prisoners 
there that I would preach beforp. I left. It was not suitable then to preach. I 
preacbed in the morning at 10 o'clock in the stockade, and then I went round 
to tbe hospital. I found some of the convalescents playing ball, and I said to 
them, "Men, I promised some of you that I was going to preach before I leave, 
I am going uff at 12 o'clock to-day, and I will preach now." I commenced 
singing and then preached to them. They gathered around me and I had a very 
attentive congregation. 

Q. What day of the wetk did you arrive at Andersonville 1 
A. I was at Macon on Saturday and went to Andersonville that night. On 

Sunday I preached to Dyke's artillery. On Sunday night it was so excessively 
cold that I couid not preach in the camp. I remained there till the following 
Saturday. In the mean time I went into the country and endeavored to interest 
,persons respecting the prison there. It occurred to me that prisoners were dying 
daily in there, and I had a heart to visit them. I had a body to do it. I could 
not do everything, I am known as a man of great energy. I waited for a good 
day in order to have a good attendance. I do not feel culpable. Had I been 
contiguous to them I would have visited them all the time, as they begged nie 
to do. J wrote a letter to Captain ,Virz since he has been a prisoner here. I 
suggested that I might be valuable to him as a witness. I wrote at the sugges
tion of some of the most intelligent and pious men in Macon. I had mentioned 
the circumstance of my being treated kindly there. I had heard of the trial, 
and they suggested that I should telegraph him. They said that he ought to 
have a fair showing, or something of that sort, which I thought myself. If he 
llad murdered a man let him die for it, or if he had murdered a thousand men 
let llim die a thousand deaths. I want to have justice done. I came on to visit 
my mother and friends in 'I'ennessee, and there I wrote the letter. 

Q. Then yon came here only to submit those facts which you have presented 
ito the court? 

A. That is all. 'I'he facts are that I had one interview with Captain Wirz, 
:and that he permitted me to go into the stockade. 

Q. vVere those the only facts you mentioned to your friends ~ 
A. I gave a narration of my visit to Andersonville, and my kind reception 

there. I told them that Captain vVirz had given me a pass to go in at pleasure. 
That is all I certified to them. 

Q. And you came on to certify that here? , 
A. I carne on when I received your subprena-in response to the subpoona. 

I was not particularly anxious to come; I am always on the side of anyone 
impugned, and I wish every man to have whllt is his due. 

Q. And you thought that the experience you had of Oaptain Wirz one day 
might serve to defend him against what he is charged with doing throughout a 
year 1 

A. No, sir; I tbought that wllat I had to say might contribute a mite in the 
scale. I did not know whether my expenses would be paid. When I received 
yom' summom, as I am obedient to the powers that be, I came here. I do not 
recollect that I said in the letter that I would come on if I was pi'ovided ~ith 
transportation. I may have done so. I know that my money is very scarce, 
for it is very expensive travelling up the country. 
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THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

OCTOBER 7, 1865. 
Oaptain O. M. SELPH, re-called for the defence: 

I have been at Riehmond as capt,ain in the inspector general's bureau for the 
last four years. I had nothing to do with any goods sent to prisoners at Ander
sonville from the north, but I snperintended the distribution of goods sent to 
Richmond in the winter of 1863 and 1864. The distribution of the clothing sent 
by the government and the sanitary commission was in charge of a committee 
of federal officers; they had entire charge of it. TlleY inspected the prisoners, 
selected those who needed clothing aud distributed it to them. On olle occa
sioll the committee came to me and said that some of the goods were stolen. 
I requested that a detective might be sent to them, which was done. The 
detective found some goods similar to those sent by the United States govern
ment, arrested the parties in whose charge they were and had them brought 
before the mayor's court of the city of Richmond. 

Q. Do you know about goods being sent south and anything about their 
being broken open on the cars or in any other place 1 . 

A. Yes; I remember a parcel I had sent to Lieutenant Oolonel Medill, I believe 
of the United States army, at Oolumbia, South Oarolina, who afterwards wrote 
me a letter through the mail, stating that the box had been broken open and its 
contents taken out before it reached its destination; that the box arrived there 
seemillgly intact, but that the contents were wanting; it had been opened and nailed 
up again. I do not know of any difficulty at ftU in transporting goods south 
in respect to their being broken open. They were frequently broken open. I 
do not know what class of persons would generally do i~. It did not come under 
my observation. I knew something of the kind in relation to goods belon~ing 
to our own army. Goods sent to soldiers of General Lee's army were broken 
open; I remember once receiving a communication from General Lee's chief of 
staff on the subject. It was the general understanding that it was done to a con
siderable extent or very generally; I do not know it of my own knowledge. 

By the JUDG~~ ADVOCATE: 
I know nothing at all of the transit of sanit:lry stores to Andersonville; I had 

nothing whatever to do with it. 

VACCINATlO:V. 

By OOU:VSEL: 
The brigade to which I was attached as assistant adjutant general at Vicks

burg was vaccinated, a~ld men who had the small-pox recovered and were on 
duty before those who were vaccinated reported for duty. I never saw any 6£ the 
men; I ollly had official reports, excep~ in the case of General 'raylor himself, whose 
arm was much swollen, and there were sores all over his body. I know some
thing as to the scarcity of vaccine matter ill the confederacy; there was a great 
scarcity of it even up to the month of Febrnary last. Even in Richmond I was 
not able to get any vaccine matter for my own child until the month of ~iarch. 
They had vaccine matter, but were afraid to use it; it was uot safe to trust it 

Cross-examined by the JUDG!> ADVOCATE: 
It was in the beginning of the year 1863, in January, that I knew of those 

results from vaccination. I do not say it was spurious vaccine matter; I do not 
know that it was. II was vaccine m'ttter that led to those re3ult8. I do not 
describe its effects as worse than the sm'lll-pClx. Those who had the small-pox 
recovered and reported for duty before those who had been vaccinated were fit 
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for duty. 'l'he physicians refused to vaccinate my child because the vaccine 
matter that they had was impure. It was not generally understood that I know 
{)f; I only know those particular facts, nothing else. That was not the gener
ally understood condition the vaccine matter was in, to my knowledge; I never 
heard anything of it except on the two occasions I have mentioned. All I know 
about vaccination is from the observations that I made on those two occasions. 

COUNSEL FOR THE ACCUSED ASK A FURTHER ADJOURNME~T OF THE COURT 
TO ENABLE THE DEFENCE TO PREPARE THEIR CASE. 

Mr. BAKER. There arc no other witnesses which I have fully ready to-day, 
and as I have but four or five witnesses who have beeu here any length of time, 
I thought I would ask the indulgence of the court for au opportuuity of exam
ining them preliminarily. They will be important witnesses, and it will require 
some time for me to sift their testimony so that I can present it to the court in 
a condensed shape. I understand also that some three or four witnesses have come 
in within the last 24 hours, but of course I do not know anything about them 
until I have a chance to see them. I have endeavored this week to sift all the 
witnesses that h~ve been here for any length of time and to discharge such as 
were not very material, and to prepare the case in every way so that I could 
properly ask for a little adjournment without having too many witnesses here 
on expenses. vVe have DOW only eight or ten witnesses here that I know of, and 
'during the recess, if I can be permitted to have one, I shall try to ascertain if 
there are any witnesses subpcenaed who will not be ab~olutely .necessary, and 
if so I will have telegrams sent to them not to report. In that way I think, after 
a few days' adjourllment, I can appear here with the defence prepared so that 
after we again commence we can close the examination of our witnesses in a very 
few days. 

The PRESIDE"'T. What time do you think you will occupy? 
Mr. BAKER. If the judge advocate does not take more time in his cross-exam

ination than I do, I will close the defence, I think, in one week's time after we 
commence; that is, close the examination of witnesses. If we stumble along as 
we have had to do this week it will take us fully as long and perhaps longer, 
and it will not be near as agreeable or satisfactory to the defence; I ask, then, 
as I have worked very hard this week to get along, that the court will indulge 
me with a few clays' adjournment, say three or fonr days. If they can adjourn 
until next Thursday I will be prepared, and will ask no more indulgence from 
the court, and I think that by that day week I can close the examination. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I have nothing to sayan this point; I deem it a 
matter entirely within the discretion of the court, with which in this instance I 
shall have nothing to do. 

The PRESIDENT. 'rhe onJy object in granting this time to 1\11'. Baker will be 
to shorten the proceedings of the court. 

Mr. BAKER. I think it will actually do that. 
The PRESIDENT. You probably know more about that .than anyone else. Oa);! 

you state the time in which you can conclude if snch a recess be granted. 
Mr. BAKER. I say that if the judge advocate does not take longer time in his 

cross-examination than I do in the examination in chief, I am satisfied that I can 
close it in one week's lime after we again commence. 

The PRESIDENT. The court seems to be willing to give you tilf Wedllesday 
at 10 o'clock. 

Mr. BAKER. I wish they could give me another day; I do not sep, how I can 
get through otherwise; that will only leave me two days. 

The PRESIDE"'T. Oounting Sunday, three days. 
Mr. BAKER. I state to the court that I have other business which I must 

.attend to to-day and to-morrow. I have worked every Sunday since I have 
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been in the case and would do so to-morrow, but I must do something else 
to-morrow. If the court will give me till Thursday, I will ask no further indul
gence of it. 

The JUDGB ADVOCATB. I will make a practical suggestion for the purpose of 
indulging the counsel, and at the same time doing our duty to the government j 
it is that the court adjourn till T~ursd~y, and t.ha.t after that, there being no hind
rance on the part of the counsellU takmg prehmmary statements, we sit without 
regard to hours. vVe can make up the time we now lose in a few days by sitting 
even one hour longer a day. 

A MEMBER of the COURT. Commencing at 9 o'clock and sitting till 3. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Or by meeting at 10 and sitting till 401' 5. The 

court will have' a rest during the preparation of the arguments, and in that 
way we can make up for lost time and accommodate the gentleman; I therefore 
take the responsibility of assenting to what he proposes. 

Mr. BAKBR. I am willing to sit here as many hours as you please. 

ARGUME:'IIT UPON THE QUESTION OF CALLING ROBERT E LEE, 'JAMES A. SED
DON, ROBERT aULD, AND OTHERS AS WITNESSES FOR THE DF.FENCE. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. '1'here is one other point which I desire to submit to 
the court. During the progress of this trial I have sought to exercise as prop
erly as I knew how the discretion placed in my hands by the court upon the 
subject of subpcenaing witnesses. Some witnesses who may properly he termed 
rebel functionaries have been subpcenaed by me inadvertently. I have signell 
such subpcenas made ant by my clerk, with great haste and without noticing 
the fact. Others were subpcenaed by me deliberately, but upon further consider
ation I deemed it my duty to revoke the subpcena. This remark applies to a 
certain class of witnesses which the court will understand; it embraces men who 
have been leaders in the rebellion, such as General Lee, Mr. Seddon, Mr.lVlallory, 
Surgeon General Moore, Commissioner Ould and others. My action in that 
matter I have based upon what I believe to be the law, without consultation, 
acting upon my own judgment and the discretion which I thought placed in my 
hands. I desire now to submit to the court my reasons for so doing, that the 
counsel may enter his protest or his reasons, if there are any, why the court 
should take the matter out of my hands and direct me to do otherwise. 

I desire to call the attention of the court to some decisions and opiuions with 
regard to certain propositions of law applicable to the question now submitted 
as to the competency of certain classes of witnesses asked for by the counsel 
or the accused. 

I have no desire to exclude any evidence proper to be placed on record in 
defence of the charges here laid, nor in any way to abbreviate or detract from 
the evidence in that direction; but there are reasons good in law and fact for 
excluding certain witnesses and a certain class of testimony, which I think 
sufficient to justify the course of the government in this particular. 

In 10th Johnson, page 95, it is decided" that a party in the same indictment 
cannot be a witness for his co-defendant until he has been first acquitted or 
convicted, whether they plead jointly or separately." 

Again, Addison's reports, page 353, " If circumstances are proved from which 
it is possible for the jury to presume facts amounting to guilt, a defendant in 
an indictment cannot be a witness." , 

Again, in the case of the State vs. Alexander and others, 2d Rep. Con. Ct., 
page 171, it was decided, "Where the evidence against one of the defendants 
was not sufficient to convict him, the court refused to strike his name out of an 
indictment for the purpose of making him a witness for others without the assent 
of the Attorney General, though they might advise his acquittaL" 

In the text, 1st Starkie's Evidence. page 130,6th American edition, we find, 
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"Where the evidence is of such a nature that an acquittal would inure to the 
benefit of either in It joint indictment, one is incompetent as a witness Dn" another; 
thus an accessory before or after the fact would be incompetent as a witness for 
the principal, and a co-con"pirator would be incompetent to discharge his asso
ciates." 

A distinction seems to be made between accomplices, accessories before or 
after the fact, and co-conspirators; the first named, viz., accomplices, are com
petent witnesses for their associates, though they be severally indicted for the 
same offence. (Starkie, 2d volumE', page 11, 6th American edition.) The last 
named, to wit, accessories, and co-conspirators, as we have seen, are incompe
tent. (Ibid, 1st volume, page ] 30.) But in 2d Hale, page ISO, several cases 
are cited, showing that the text in Starkie is not quite accUl'ate, where it makes 
accomplices competent, as his proposition iR not true where the offence is joint. 

Without arguing propositions so clearly stated as these, I think it is safe for 
the court to conclude that: 

] st. All principals in the first degree, that is, those who directly perpetrate 
the act, are incompetent. 

2d. Principals in the second degree, actually or constructively present, are 
incompetent. 

3d. Accessories, before or after the fact, whose conviction the evidence evolved 
will warrant, 01' against whom sufficient circumstances point to guilt, are incom
petent. 

4th. All co-conspirators are inc{)mpetent, and this is true in all these cases, 
whether the parties be named or not in the indictment, so that the proof is suffi
cient to connect them as above stated with the offences alleged. Ag-ain, I.assume 
that there is not one of the prominent rebels whom the counsel asks to subpcena 
as witnesses who will not be compelled to answer on his voir dire that he has 
committed treason against the U nitp.d States, His confession in open court, 
according to the Constitution of our country, is equivalent to the tE'stimony of 
two witnesses; he stands, therefore, convicted of the highest crime known to 
our laws, and all that is wanting to render him infamous is a formal verdict. I 
say, therefore, he is incompetent. 

Again, this rebellion has been one gigantic act of treason, one common con
spiracy to overthrow our government. Not a single rebel engaged in it, accord
ing to the strict rules of law, is a competent witness for another on trial, charged 
with treasonable offences; as he is an accessory before 01' after the fact, 01' a 
co-conspirator, or an accomplice, and therefore excluded. 

I say, thE'n, until they are purged by special pardons, by a general pardon or 
by acquittal before a competent court, no one of them ought to De permitted to 
testify for his associates. 

Mr. BAKER. I do not care about those witnesses now, as the case has gone 
so far, and has taken such a turn. I suppose that the judge advocate includes 
in his exception Governor Brown, of Georgia, General Howell Oobb, General 
Robert E. Lee, General Johnston, General Imboden, Oolonel Ould, and Dr. 
Moore. The testimony of these witnesses I expected to be to various points. 
For instance, it was testified to on the part of the prosecution that General Oobb 
had made certain, not only treasonable, but criminal, almost diabolical state
ments, in his speech, encouraging eonfederate soldiers to murder and kill our 
men. That is the purport of it. I intended to contradict that by witnesses 
whom we could put on the stand, as I conceived, according to the rules of law, 
but I was overruled I then had General Oobb subpcenaed for the purpose of 
presenting him here, to say that no such statement was ever uttered. 

Governor Brown I had subpcenaed on another point, as to supplies, a question 
which was largely gone into by the proseeution. I desired to show by him 
that he had to protect his own people in the State of Georgia from actual starva
tion by taking the control of the railroads from the confederate army. 
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I intended to show by General Lee that he had to leave his command, and 
exert his great influence among hill people, privately as an individual, begging· 
them to keep his soldiers from starvation. 

I intended to show by General Johnston that his army could not be supplied. 
I understand that after having issued a subpama for General Lee, it was 

stopped in transitu. I understand also that the coming of General Cobb, Gov
ernor Brown, and Dr. Moore, was countermanded. Colonel Ould was here in 
attendance on the court for two weeks, but was discharge'll in contravention of 
my wishes, and even without my knowledge. He was sent from the court and 
ordered not to be in attendance any longer. But I suppose that in this he was 
acting under the sonnd and prudent promptings of the government, and I think 
it right that I should submit to it. . 

Another witness for the defence was arrested in court, and taken to the Old 
Capitol prison. He mayor may not be a criminal, but I have always under
stood that a perSOIl attending on a court is protected by the process that brings 
him. I made a suggestion that I wished to examine this witness, (Duncan,) but 
was informed by the· judge advocate that he was a criminal, and had no right 
to testify. That is a new doctrine to me-that because a man is charged with 
a crime he cannot be examined as a witness. 

And so now it comes to be solemnly argued in this court, and authorities 
cited in snpport of it, that because ·persons have been charged with an offence, 
or because persons have been conspicuous in the southern army or service, they 
are to b.e prevented from testifying before a court of jnstice. 

The whole argument of the judge advocate may be destroyed by his own 
condnct. He has brought here those very criminals and pnt them on the stand. 
I take some of those and add others to them, and wish to put them on the 
stand, but I am told they are what the law denominates "infamous," and can
not be allowed to swear in a court of justice. It seems to me that it would take 
higher authority than Johnson, although he was the best authority they had in 
New York fifty years ago, to support that doctrine; and he does not even pre
tend to lay down any such doctrine. 

The true doctrine is simply this: If a man is tried and solemnly convicted of 
crime, then the law denominates him infamous, and his testimony is sUbject to 
the restrictio~s which some States put on it. But there is no general law of 
evidence that excIndes even a man convicted of the worst offence from being 
put on the stand; for we find every day criminals taken out of the prisons of 
New York and put on the stand to testify. Therefore the authorities cited do 
not bear upon the point, and have nothing to do with the driving away from 
this court, or the keeping from this court, the witnesses for the defence. 

I shall ask this court that the witness, Duncan, be placed so that we can 
have access to him to examine him as witness. I ask it because the law allows a 
it, and for no other reason. As to the witnesses that have been sent away from 
the court, I shall not ask to have them brought back. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I wish it distinctly understood that my action is the 
offspring of my own ideas, and that the government should not be held respon
sible for it, because I have acted without the counsels of the government. Oer
tain political questions involved in subpcenaing such persons as General Lee 
would suggest themselves to any mind. After it came to my knowledge that 
thDse witnesses were to be brought llere for purposes other than those indicated 
by counsel, I acted on what I thought a wise discretion, and revoked the sub
pcenas to General Lee and others. In every case where I revoked subpcenas, 
or declined to issue them, the evidence implicates the party as an accessory 
either before or after the fact, a principal in the first or second degrefl, or a co
conspirator. 

With reference to the man Duncan, the evidence is before the court. He is 
awaiting his trial on charges similar to those brought against the accused. 
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These parties are all united, on a common charge, for a common offence; and 
there is not a law book in the world that would justify the calling some of the 
offenders in a joint crime as witnesses for their fellows on a separate trial. But 
the law does say that any of the parties may be called as witnesses against 
their associates. That is a distinction which seems not to have entered the 
mind of counsel for the prisoner. 

This is briefly the argument, and these are the reasons for my action; and 
I await the order of the court in respect to changing it. 

lVIr. BAKER. Allow me to ask you how yon put Oolonel Ohandler on the stand 
as a witness for the government, and exclude Oolonel Ould as a witness for the 
defence 1 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Colonel Chandler, whether guilty or innocent, is a 
competent witness against his associate in crime, even admitting that Oolonel 
Ohandler is a criminal, which I do not suggest; Colonel Ould is connected 
with those atrocities, or he will be connected with them before the conclusion of 
the trial, and the court cannot allow him to testify for his associate. Oolonel 
Ould was in a position where the facts regarding the pdson at Andersonville 
must have corne to his knowledge. He is not directly connected with them, 
and might be introduced as a witness for the defence unless the objections made 
to all that class. of witnesses be held good. 

Mr. BAKER. Is there any rule of law which allows a witness to be put on the 
stand on one side of a case and excludes him on the other side? 

'.rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE. No such case has arisen here, and the question is 
not before the court. 

The PRESIDE~T. In respect to Duncan, I do not see any objection. to his, 
appearing as a witness for the prisoner; bat Duncan is not in our custody, and 
permission for his appearance must bp, procured from the War Department. 

Mr. BAKER. The doctrine thtl.t"I held was that Duncan was in attendance on 
a subpmna which made him-so to speak-the property of the court; and the 
court can give me a right to confer with him whenever I choose. 

The PRESIDENT. Submit your application in writing, and I will refer it to 
the proper authority. 

After some fl1rther argument, 
'.rhe PRESIDENT (addressing Mr. Baker) inquired whether he desired to insist 

on the attendance of the witnesses referred to in the remarks of the judge advo
cate. 

Mr. BAKER. Well, sir, under the circumstancp,s, I believe I will not. 
The PRESIDE~T. Then there is nothing before the court requiring a decision 

on this point. 

MEDICAL TESTIMONY. 

DR. JOSEPH JOXES'S REPORT, EMBRACING DESCRIPTIO~ OF THE STOCKADE; ANO 
CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS THEREIN CONFINED;. CONDITION OF THE HOS
PITAL, TREATMENT OF THE SICK, AND STATISTICAL AND OTHER INFORlITATION 
'AS TO THE DISEASES PREVALE1IlT, A1IlD THE CAUSES THEREOF. 

OCTOBER 7, 1865. 
Dr. JOSEPH JO:'llES, for the prosecution: 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATB : 

Q. Where do you reside? 
A. In Augusta, Georgia. 
Q. Are you a graduate of any medical college 1 
A. Of the University of Pennsylvania. 
Q. How long have you been engaged in the practice of medicine 1 
A. Eight years. 
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Q. Has your experience been as a practitioner, or rather as an investigator of 
medicine as a science? 

A. Both. 
Q. What position do you hold now? 
A. That of medical chemist in the medical college of Georgia, at Augusta. 

.Q. J;Iow long have you held your position in that college? 
A. Since 1858. 
Q. How were you employed during the rebellion? 
A. I served six months in the early part of it as a private in the ranks, and 

the rest of the time in the medical department. 
Q. Under the direction of whom 1 
A. Under the direction of Dr. Moore, surgeon general. 
Q. Did you, while acting under his direction, visit Andersonville, profession

ally 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. For the purpose of making investigations there? 
A. For the purpose ofprosecuting investigations ordered by the surgeon general. 
Q. You went there in obedience to a letter of instructions 1 
A. In obedience to orders which I received. 
Q. Did you reduce the results of your investigations to the shape of a report? 
A. I was engaged at that work when General Johnston surrendered his army. 
(A dowment being handed to witness.) 
Q. Have you examined this extract from your report and compared it with 

the original 1 
A. Yes, sir; I havf\. 
Q. Is it accurate 1 
A. So far as my examination extended, it is accurate. The documeut just 

examined by witness was offered iu evidence, and is as follows: 

Observations upon the diseases if the federal prisonen, confined in Camp Sum
ter, Andersonville, in Sumter county, Ge07'gia, instituted with a view to illus
trate chiefly the origin and causes if hospital gangrene, the 'i'elations if con
tinued and malarialJevers and the patlwlogy if camp dim'r!uBaand dysentery, 
by Josep7~ Jones, surgeon P. A. C. S., prifessor if medical cltemistry in the 
medical college if Georgia, at Augusta, Georg~a. 

Hearing of the unusual mortality among the federal prisoners con6m.d at 
Andersonville, Georgia, in the month of August, 1864, during a visit to Riw
mond, Virginia, I expressed to the surgeon general, S. P. Moore, Confederate 
States of America, a desire to visit Camp Sumter, with the design of instituting 
a series of inquiries upon the nature and causes of the prevailing diseases. Small
pox Lad appeared among the prisoners, and r believed that this would prove 
an admirable field for the establishment of its characteristic lesions. The con
dition of Peyer's glands in this disease was considered as worthy of minute 
investigation. It was believed that a large body of men from the northern por
tion of the United States, suddenly transported to a warm southern climate, and 
confined upon a small portion of land, would furnish an excellent field for the 
investigation of the relations of typhus, typhoid, and malarial fevers. 

The surgeon general Confederate States of America furnished me with the 
following letter of iutroduction to the surgeon in charge of the Oonfederate 
States military prison at Andersonville, Georgia: 

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA,	 SURGEON GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Virginla,_ August 6, 1864. 

SIR: The field of pathological investigations afforded by the larg-e collection of federal 
prisoners in Georg'ia, is of great extent and importance, and it is believed that results of 
value to the profession may be obtained by a careful investigation of the effects of disease 
upon the large body of men subjected to a decided change of climate and the circumstances 
peculiar to prison life. The surgeon in charge of the hospital for federal prisoners, together 
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with his assistants, will afford every facility 0 Surgeon Joseph Jones, in the prosecution of 
the labors ordered by the surgeon general. Efficient assistance must be rendered SU1"l;eon 
Jones by the medical officers, not only in his examinations into the causes and symptoms or 
the various diseases, but especially in the arduous labors of post mortem examinations. 

The medical officers will assist in the performance of such post mortems as Surgeon J oncs 
may indicate, in order tbat this great field for pathological investigation lllay be explored for 
the benefit of the medical department of the confederate army." 

S. P. MOORE, Surgeon General. 
Surgeon I:;;AJAH H. 'WHITE, 

In charge of hospital for federal prisoners, Andersonville, Geor;<ia. 

In compliance with this lettel' of the' surgeon general, Isaiah H. White, chief 
surgern of the post, and R. R. Stevenson, surgeon in charge of the prison hos
pital, afforded the necesBary facilitieB for the prosecution of my investigations 
among the sick outBide of the Btockade. After the completion of my laoors in 
the military prison hospital, the following communication waB addressed to Brig
adier General John H. "Tinder, in consequence of the refusal on the part of 
the commandant of the int.erior of the Confederat.e States military prison to 
admit me within the Btockade upon the order of the surgeon general: 

CAMP SUMTER, 
Andersonville, Georgia, September 16, J86-1. 

GENERAL: I respectfully request the commandant of the post of Andersonville to grant 
me permission and to famish the necessary pass to visit the sick and medical officers within 
the stockade of the Confederate States prison. I desire to institute certain inquiries ordered 
by the surgeon general. Su,rgeon Isaiah H. 'White, chief surgeon of the post, and Surgeon 
R. R. Stevenson in charge of the prison'hospital, ha'''e afforded me every facility for the pros
ecution of my labors among the sick outside of the stockade. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
JOSEPH JO~ES, Surgeon P. S. C. S. 

Brigadier General JOHN H. \VINDER, 
Commandant, Post Andersonville. 

In the absence of General iVillder from the post, Captain iVinder furuished 
the following order: 

CAMP Sr;MTlm, 
Andersonville, Srpternber 17, 186~. 

CAPTAIN: You will permit Su·rgeon J oseph Jones, who has orders from the surgeon gene
ral, to visit the sick wir.hin the stockade that are under medical treatment. Surgeon Jones 
is ordered to make certltin investigations which llln,y prove useful to his profession. 

By direction of General Winder: 
.Very respectfully, 

W. S. WrNDEH, A. A. G. 
Captain H. \VIRZ, Commlln ding Prison. 

Description if flw Coifederate States militar.1J prison Iwspital at Andersonville. 
Number if prisoners, pltysical condition,food, clotlting, habit.•, moral condi
tion, diseases. 
The confederate military prison at AndcrBonville, Georgia, consists of It strong 

stockade, 20 feet in height, enclosing 27 acres. The stockade is formed of strong 
pine logs, firmly planted in the g.roLllld. 'l'he main Btockade is surrounded by 
two other similar rows of pine logs, the middle Btockade being 16 feet high, and 
t.he outer 12 feet. These are intended for offence and defence. If the inner 
stockade should at any time be forced by the prisoners, the second forms an· 
other line of defence; while in ca~e of an attempt to deliver the pl'isoners by a 
force operating upon the exterior, the outer line forills an admirable protectiO\l to 
the confederate troopB, and a most formidable obstacle to cavalry or infantry. 
The four angleB of the outer line are strengthened by earthworks upon com
manding eminences, from which the cannon, in case of an outbreak fLlllong the 
prisoners, may sweep the entire enclosure; and it was designed to connect these 
works by a line of rifle pits, running zig-zag, around the outer stockade; those 
rifle pits have never been completed. The ground enclosed by the innermost 
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stockade lies in the form of a parallelogram, the larger diameter run ning almost 
oue north and south. '.rhis space includes the northern and southern opposing 
sides of two hills, between which a stream..of water runs from west to east. The 
surface soil of these hills is composed chiefly of sand with varying admixtures 
of clay and oxide of iron. The clay is sufficiently tenacious to give a eonsider
able degree of consistency to the soil. The internal structure of the hills, as 
revealed by the deep wells, is similar to that already described. 'I'he alternate 
layers of clay and sand, as well as the oxide of iron, which forms in its various 
combinations a cement ~to the Aand, al.Jow of extensive tunnelling. 'I'he prison
ers. not only constructed numerous dirt huts with balls of clay and sand, taken 
from the wells which they have excavated all over those hills, but they have 
also, in some cases, tunnelled extensively from these wells. The lower portions 
-of these hills, bordering on the stream, are wet and boggy from the constant 
<lozing of water. The stockade was built originally to accommodate only 10,000 
prisoner8, and included at first 17 acres. "Near the close of the month of June, 
the area was enlargecl by the addition of 10 acres. The ground added was 
:situated on the northern slope of the largest hill. 

The following table presents a view of the density of the population of the 
,prison, at different periods: 

Table illustrating tlte mean nU711be·J" qf p'risoners confined in tJw Confedemte 
"'tates military prison at Andel'sonville, Georgia,from its organization, Feb
rUa1'y 24, 1864, to September, 1864, and tlte average number if square feet 
ifground to eaclb prisoner. 
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Within the circumscribed area of the stockade the federal prisoners were com
.pelled to perform all the offices of' life-cooking', washing, urinating, defecation, 
-exercise, and sleeping. During the month of :Nlarch the prison was less crowded 
than at any subsequent time, and then the average space of ground to each pris
oner was only 98.7 feet, 01' less than seven ;square yards. The federal prisoners 
'were gathered from all parts of the Oonfederate States east of the Mississippi, 
and crowded into the confined space, until in the month of June the average num
~ber of square feet of ground to each prisoner was only 33.2, or less than four square 
yards. These figures represent the condition of' the stockade in a better light even 
than it really was; for a considerable breadth ofland along the stream, flowing fro'm 
west to east, between the hills, was low and boggy, and was covered with the 

.excrement of the men, and thus rendered wholly uninhabitable, and iu fact use
,less for every purpose except that of defecation. The pines and other small 
trees and shrubs, which originally were scattered sparsely over these hills, were 
-in a short time cut down and consumed by the prisoners for firewood, and no 
,shade tree was left in the entire enclosure of the stockade. With their charac
teristic industry and ingenuity, the federals constructed for themselves small 
lhuts and caves, and attempted to shield themselves from the rain and sun and 
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night damps and dew. But few tents were distributed to the prisoners, ltlld 
those were in most cases torn and rotten. In the location and arrangement of 
these tents and huts no order appears to have been followed; in fact, regular 
streets appeared to be out of the question in so crowded an area; especially, too, 
as large hodies of prisoners were from time to time added suddenly without any 
previous preparations. The irregular arrangement of the huts and imperfect 
shelters was very unfavorable for the maintenance of a proper system of police. 

The police and internal economy of the prison was left almost entirely in the 
hands of the prisoners themselves j the duties of the confederate soldiers acting 
as guards being limited to the occupation of'the boxes or lookouts ranged around 
the stockade at regular intervals, and to the manning of the batteries at the 
angles of the prison. Even judicial matters pertaining to themselves, as the 
detection and punishment of such crimes as theft and murder, appear to have 
been in a great measure abandoned to the prisoners. A striking instance of tbis 
occurred in the month of July, when the federal prisoners within the stockade 
tried, condemned, and hanged six (6) of their own number, who had been con
victed of stealing and of robbing and murdering their fellow-prisoners. They 

. were all hung upon the same day, and thousands of the prisoners gathered around 
to witness the execution. The confederate authorities are said not to have 
interfered with these proceedings. In this collection of men from all parts of the 

. world, every phase of human character was represented; the stronger preyed upon 
the weaker, and even the sick who were unable to defend themselves were 1'0 bbed 
of their scanty supplies of food and clothing. Dark stories were afloat, of men, 
both sick and well, who were murdered at night, strangled to death by their 
comrades for scant supplies of clothing or money. I heard a sick and wonnded 
federal prisoner accuse his nurse, a. fellow-prisoner of the United States army, 
of having stealthily, during his sleep, inoculated his wounded arm with gangrene, 
that he might destroy his life and fall heir to his clothing. 

*' * * * * * * * * 
The large number of men confined within the stockade soon, under a defective 

system of police, and with imperfect arrangements, covered the surface of the low 
grounds with excrements. The sinks over the lower portions of the stream were 
imperfect in their plan and structure, and the eXC1;ements were in large measure 
deposited so near the borders of the stream as not to be washed away, or else 
accumulated upon the low boggy ground. 'I'he volume of water was not suf
ficient to wash away the feces, and they accumulated in such quantities in the 
lower portion of the stream as to form a mass of liquid excrement. Heavy rains 
caused the water of the stream to rise, and as the arrangements for the passage of 
the increased amonnts of water out of the stockade were insufficient, the liquid 
feces overflowed the low grounds and covered them' several inches, after the 
subsidence of the waters. The action of the sun upon this putrefying mass of 
excrements and fragments of bread and meat and bones excited most rapid 
fermentation and developed a horrible stench. Improvements were projected 
for the removal of the filth and for the prevention of its accumulation, but they 
were only partially and imperfectly carried out. As the forces of the prisoners 
were reduced by confinement, want of exercise, improper diet, and by scurvy, 
diarrhrea, and dysentery, they were unable to evacuate their bowels within the 
stream or along its banks, and the excrements were deposited at the very doors 
of their tents. The vast majority appeared to lose all repulsion to filth, and 
both sick and well disregarded all the laws of hygiene and personal cleanliness. 
The accommodations for the sick :were imperfect and insufficient. From the 
organization of the prison, February 24, 186~,. to May 22, the sick were ~reated 
:within the stockade. In the cro:wded conditIon of the stockade, and With the 
tents and huts clustered thickly around the hospital, it :was impossible to secure 
proper ventilation or to maintain the necessary police. The fedeml prisoners 
also made frequent forays upon the hospital stores and carried off the food and 
clothing of the sick. 'rhe hospit~l was, on the 22d of May, removed to its 
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present site without the stockade, and five acres of ground covered with oaks 
and pines appropriated to the use of the sick. . 

The supply of medical officers has been inmfficient from the foundation of the 
prison. . 

'1'he nurses and attendants upon the sick have been most generally federal 
prisoners, who in too many cases appear to have been devoid of moral principle, 
and who not only neglected their duties, bnt were also engaged in extensive 
robbing of the sick. 

From the want of proper police and hygienic regulations alone it is not won
derful that from February 24 to September 21, 1864,9,479 deaths, nearly one
third the entire number of prisoners, should have been recorded. I found the 
stockade and hospital in the following condition during my pathological investi
gations, instituted in the month of September, 1861: 

STOCKADE, CO:'<FEDERATE STATES MILITARY PRISON. 

At the time of my visit to Andersonville a large number of federal prisoners 
had been removed to Millen, Savannah, Oharleston, and other parts of the con-, 
federacy, in anticipation of an advance of General Sherman's forces from Atlanta, 
with the design of liberating their captive brethren; however, about 15,000 pris
oners remained confined within the limits of the stockade and Oonfederate 
States military prison hospital. 

In the stockade, with the exception of the damp lowlands bordering the small 
stream, the surface was covered with huts, and small ragged tents and parts of 
blankets and fragments of oilcloth, coats, and blankets stretched upon sticks. 
The tents and huts were not arranged according to any order, and there was in 
most parts of the enclosnre scarcely room for two men to walk abreast between 
the tents and huts. I observed men urinating and evacuating their bowels at 
the very tent doors and around the little vessels in which they were cooking 
their food. Small pits, not more than a foot or two deep, nearly filled with soft 
offensive feces, were everywhere seen, and emitted under the hot sun a strong 
and disgusting odor. Masses of corn-bread, bones, old rags, and filth of every 
description were scattered around or accumulated in large piles. 

If one might judge from the large pieces of corn-bread scattered about in every 
direction on the ground the prisoners were either very lavishly supplied with 
this article of diet, or else this kind of food was not relished by them. 

Each day the dead from the stockade were carried out by their fellow-prisoners 
and deposited upon the ground under a bush arbor, just outsid~ of the south
western gate. From thence they were carried in carts to the burying ground, 
one-quarter of a mile northwest of the prison. '1'he dead 1vere buried without cof
fins, side by side, in trenches four feet deep. 

The low grounds bordering the stream were covered with human excrements 
and filth of all kinds, which in many places appeared to be alive with working 
maggots. An indescribable sickening stench arose from these fermenting masses 
of human dung and filth. 

There were near 5,000 seriously ill federals in the stockade and Oonfederate 
States military prison hospital, and the deaths exceeded one hundred per day, and 
large numbers of the prisoners who were walking about, and who had not been 
entered UpOIl the sick reports, were suffering from severe and incurable diarrhcea, 
dysentery, and scurvy. The sick were attended almost entirely by their fellow
prisoners, appointed as nurses, and as they received but little attention, they' 
were compelled to exert themselves at all times to attend to the calls of nature, 
and hence they retained the power of moving about to within a comparatively 
short period of the close of life. Owing to the slow progress of the diseases 
most prevalent, diarrhcea and chronic dysentery, the corpses were as a general 
rule emaciated. 

I visited two thousand sick within the stoc~ade, lying under some long sheds 
which had been built at the northern portioufor themselves. At this time only 
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one medical officer was in attendance, whereas at least 20 medical officers should 
have been employed. 

* * * * * * * * 
I fonnd lIO record of the sick in the stockade previolls to Septembel' 14, 1864. 

It appears that previous to this date no record was prcRerved of the diseases 
treated within the stockade; and the following includes all the medical statis· 
tics -which I was able to collect within the prison walls proper. 

Morning reports if Acting Assistant Surgeon F. J. lVells, in clwrge of federal 
sick and wounded in stockade. 
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If this table be compared with the following one, from the Confederate States 
military prison hospital, during the same period, we will see that the nnmber of 
deaths was as great in the stockade as in the hospital; notwithstanding the 
disparity in the number of medical officers of attendance upon the sick in both 
instances, being 346 in the former and 344 in the latter. 

Consolidated morning reports if Surgeon R, R. Stevenson, in charge if Confed
erate States militaryprison hospital, Andersonville, Sept. 14-20, 1864. 
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Died in the sto<;kade, from its organization. February 24, ] 864 to Sep
tember 21. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3,254 

Died in hospital during same time. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .. 6, 22;') 

Total deaths in hospital and stockade........... 9,479
 

Scurvy, diarrhroa, dysentery, and hospital gangrene were the prevailing 
diseases. I was surprised to find bat few cases of malarial fever, and no well
marked cases either of typhus or typhoid fever. '.rhe absence of the different 
forms of malarial fever may be accounted for in the supposition that the artificial 
atmosphere of the stockade, crowded densely with human beings and loadee1 
with animal exhalations, was unfavorable to the existence and action of the 
malarial poison. The absence of typhoid and, typhus fevers amongst all the 
causes w]lich are supposed to generate these diseases, appeared to be due to 
the fact that the great majority of these prisoners had been in captivity in Vir
ginia, at Belle island, and in other parts of the confederacy for months, and even 
as long as two years, and during this time they had been subjected to the same 
bad influences, and those who had not had these fevers before either had them 
during their confinement in confederate prisons or else, their systems, from long 
exposure, were proof against their action. , 

The effects of scurvy were manifested on every hand, and in all its various 
stages, from the muddy, pale complexion, pale gllms, feeble, languid mnscular 
motions, lowness of spirits, and footid breath, to the dusky, dirty, leaden com
plexion, swollen features, spongy, purple, livid, fuugoid, bleeding gums, loose 
teeth, (edematons limbs covered with livid vibices, and, petechire, spasmodically 
flexed, painful and hardened extremities, spontaneous hemorrhages from mucous 
canals, and large ill-conditioned spreading ulcers covered with a dark purplish 
fungus growth. I observed that in some of the cases of scurvy the parotid 
glands were greatly swollen, and in some instances to such an extent as to 
preclude entirely the power to articulate. In several cases of dropsy of the 
abdomen and lower extremities, supervening upon scurvy, the patients affirmed 
that previously to the appearance of the dropsy they had suffered with profuse 
and obstinate diarrhooa, and that when this was checked by a change of diet, 
from Indian corn bread baked with the husk, to boiled rice, the dropsy appeared. 
The severe pains and livid patches were frequently associated with swellings 
in various parts, and especially in the lower extremities, accompanied with stiffness 
and contractions of the knee joints and ankles, and often with a brawny feel of the 
parts, as if lymph had been efl'nsed between the integuments and apeneuroses, 
preventing the motion of the skin over the swoDen parts. 1tfany of the prisoners 
believed that the scurvy was contagious, and I saw men guarding their wells 
and springs, fearing lest some man suffering with the scurvy might use the water 
and thus poison them" I observed also numerous cases of hospital gangrene 
and of spreading scorbntic ulcers, which had supervened upon slight injuries. 
'1'he scorbutic ulcers presented a dark, purple fungoid, elevated surface, with 
livid swollen edges, and exuded a thin, footid, sanious fluid instead of pus. 
nfany ulcers which originated from the scorbutic condition of the system appeared 
to become truly gangrenous, assuming all the characteristics of hospital gangrene. 
From the crowded condition, filthy habits, bad diet, and dejected, depressed 
condition of the prisoners, their Rystems had become so disordered that the 
smallest abrason of the skin from the rnbbingof a shoe, or from the effects of 
the sun, or from the prick of' a splinter, or from scratching, or a mosquito bite, 
in some cases, took on rapid and frightful ulceration and gangrene. The long 
use of salt meat, ofttimes imperfectly cured, as well as the almost total depri 
vatioll of vegetables and fruit, appeared to be the chief causes of the scurvy. 
I carefully ,examined the bakery and the bread furnished the prisoners, and found 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--40 
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that they were supplied .almost entirely with corn-bread from which the husk 
,had not been separated. 'l'his husk acted as ari irritant to the a1imentary canal, 
without adding al1yriutrimel1t to the bread. As far as my examination extended 
no fault could be found with the mode in which the bread was baked; the 
difficulty lay in the failure to separate the hnsk from the corn-meal. I strongly 
urged the preparation of large quantities of soup made from the cow and -calves 
heads with the brains and tongues, to which a liberal supply of sweet potatoes 
and vegetables might have been advantageously added. The materials existed 
in abundance for the preparation of such soup in large quantities with but little 
additional expense. Such aliment would have been not only highly nutritious, 
but it would. also have acted as an efficient remedial agent for the removatof 
the scorbutic condition. The sick within the stockade lay under several long 
sheds which were originally built for barracks. These sheds covered two floors 
which were open on all sides. The sick lay upon the bare boards, or upon such 
ragged blankets as they possessed, without, as far as I observed, any bedding 
or even straw. Pits for the l:eception of feces were dug within a few feet of 
the lower floor, and they were almost never unoccupied by those suffering with 
diarrhrea. The haggard, distressed countenances of these miserable, complaining, 
dejected, living skeletons, crying for medical aid and food, and cnrsing their 
government for its refusal to exchange prisoners, and the ghastly corpses, with 
their glazed eye balls staring up into vacant space, with the flies swarming 
down their open and griuning mouths, and over their ragged clothes, infested 
with numerous lice, as they lay amongst the sick and dying, formed a picture of 
helpless, hopeless misery which it would be impossible to portray by words or 
by the brush. A feeling of disappointment and even resentment on account of 
the United States government upon the subject of the exchange of prisoners, 
appeared to be widespread, and the apparent hopeless nature of the negotiations 
for some general exchange of prisoners appeared to be a cause of universal regret 
and deep and injurious despondency. I heard some of the prisoners go sofar 
as to exonerate the confederate government from any charge of intentionally 
subjecting them to a protracted confinement, with its necessary and unavoidable 
sufferings,in a country cut off from all intercourse with foreign nations,and 
sorely pressed on all sides; whilst on the other hand tlley charged their pro
longed captivity upon their own government, which was attempting to make the 
negro equal to the white man. Some hundred or more of the prisoners had 
been released from confinement in the stockade on parole, and filled various 
offices as clerks, druggists, and carpenters, &c., in the variolls departments. 
These men were well clothed, and presented a stout and healthy appearance, 
and as a general rule they presented a much more robust and healthy appearance 
than the confederate troops guarding the prisoners. 

* * * * * * '"' "" '"' 
. ~he~ntit'e grounds are surrounded by a frail board fence, and are strictly 

guarded by confederate soldiers, and no prisoner except the paroled attendants 
is allowed to .leave the grounds except by a special permit from the commandant· 
of the interior of the prison. 

The patients and 'attendants, Ileal' two thousand in number, are crowded into 
this confined space and. are but poorly supplied with old and ragged tents. 
Large numbers of them were without any bunks in the tents, and lay upon the 
ground, ofttimes without even a blanket. ~o beds or straw appeared to have 
been furnished. The tents extend to within a few yards of the small stream, the 
eastern portion of which, as we have before -said, is used as a privy and is loaded 
with excrements; and I observed a large pile of corn bread, bones, and filth of 
all kinds, thirty feet in diameter and several feet in height, swarming with 
myriads of flies, in. a vacant space l1eurthepots used for cooking. Millions 
of flies swarmed over everything and covered the faces of the sleeping 'patients, 
and crawled down their open months, and deposited their maggots in the 
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gangrenous wounds of the living, and in the mouths ·of the dead. Mosquitoes 
in great numbei's also infested the tents, and many of the patients were so stung: 
by these pestiferous insects, that they resembled those suffering with a slight 
attack of the measles. 

rI'he police and hygiene of the hospital was defective in the extreme; the 
attendants, who appeared in almost every instance to have been selected from 
the prisoners, seemed to have in many cases but little interest in the welfare of 
their fellow-captives. The accusation was made that the nurses in many cases 
robbed the sick of their clothing, money, and rations, and carried on a clandestine 
trade with the paroled prisoners and confederate guards without the hospital 
enclosure, in the clothing and effects of the sick, dying, and dead federals. 
They certainly appeared to neglect the comfort and cleanliness of the sick in
trusted to their care in a most shameful manner, even after making due allowances 
for the difficulties of the situation. Many of the sick were literally encrusted 
with dirt and filth and covered with vermin. vVhen a gangrenous wound needed 
washing, the limb was thrust out a little from the blanket, 01' board, or rags upon 
which the patient was lying, aud water poured over it, and all the putrescent 
matter allowed to soak into the ground floor of the tent. The supply ofrags for 
dressing wounds was said to be very scant, and I saw the most filthy rags which 
had been applied several times, and imperfectly washed, used in dressing recent 
wounds. Wh.ere hospital gangrene was prevailing, it was impossible for any 
wound to escape contagion under these circumstances. rI'he results of the treat-
ment of wounds in the hospital were of the most unsatisfactory character, from 
this neglect of cleanliness, in the dressings and wounds themselves, as well as 
from various other causes which will be more fully considered. I saw' several 
gangrenous wounds filled with maggots. I have frequently seen neglected 
wounds amongst the confederate soldiers similarly affected; and as far as Diy 
experience extends, these worms destroy only the dead tis~mes and do not injure 
specially the well parts. I have even heard surgeons affirm that a gangrenous 
wound whieh had been thoroughly cleansed by maggots, healed more rapidly 
than if it had been left to itself. rI'his want of cleanliness on the part of the 
nurses appeared to be the result of carelessness and inattention, rather than of 
malignant design, and the whole trouble can be traced to the want of the proper 
police and sanitary regulations, and to the absence of intelligent organization 
and division of labor. The abuses were in a large measure due to the almost 
total absence of system, government, and rigid, but wholesome sanitary regula
tions. In extenuation of these abuses it was alleged by the medical officers that 
the confederate troops were barely sufficient to guard the prisoners, aud that it. 
was impossible to obtain any number of experienced nurses from the confederate 
forces. In fact the guard appeared to be too small, even for the regulation of 
the internal hygiene and police of the hospital. 

The manner of disposing of the dead was also calculated to depress' the 
already desponding spirits of thcse men, many of whom have been- confined for
months, and even for neal' two years in Richmond and other places, and whose 
strength has been wasted by bad ail', bad food, and neglect of personal cleanliness: 
The dead·house is merely a frame covered with old tent cloth and afew' bushes, 
situated in the southwestern cornel' of the hospital grounds. When a patient 
dies, he is simply laid in the narrow street in front of his tent, until he is removed· 
by fAderal negroes detailed to carry off the dead; if a patient dies during the 
night, he lies there until the morning, and during the day even the dead weFe 
frequently allowed to remain for hours in these walks. In the dead~house the 
corpses lie upon the bare ground, and were in most cases covered'with filth and 
vermin. ' 

At short intervals in the lanes between the tents, wooden boxes are arranged 
for the reception of the excrements of those patients who are unable to walk to 
the sinks along the banks of the stream; as a general rille these are not emptied 
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until they are filled with excrements. At all times the emaciated men, worn 
down to skeletons by diarrhcea and dysentery, are seen evacuating their bowels 
into these filthy receptacles, which from their wooden structure can never be 
kept propeliy cleansed. Notwithstanding the objectionable arrangements, these 
surgeons, from the limited resources ofthe purveying department ofthe Oonfedelate 
States, appear to be unable to devise any better mode of collecting and removing 
the excrements of the sick. Metallic or earthen-ware vessels would be far 
preferable, but it is said that they cannot be obtained at the present time. 

Time and again I saw patients, who apparently had ample strength to walk 
to the sinks, evacuate their bladders within the tent doors. '1'he whole soil ap
peared to be saturated with urine and filth of all kinds and emitted a most dis
gusting odor. 

The cooking arrangements are of the most defective character. Five large 
iron pots similar to those used for boiling sugar cane, appeared to be the only 
cooking utensils furnished by the hospital for the cooking of near two thousand 
men; and the patients were dependent in great measure upon their own miserable 
utensils. 'rhey were allowed to cook in the tent doors and in the lanes, ana 
this was another source of filth, and another favorable condition for the genera
tion and multiplication of flies and other vermin. 

The air ofthe tents was foul and disagreeable in the extreme, and in fact the 
entire grounds emitted a most nauseous and disgusting; smell. 1. entered nearly 

• all the tents and carefully examined the cases of interest, and especially the 
cases of gangrene, upon numerous 'occasions, during the prosecution of my 
pathological inquiries at Andersonville, and therefore enjoyed every opportunity 
to judge correctly of the hygiene and police of 1.he hospital. 

'1'here appeared to be almost absolute indifference and neglect on the part of 
the patients of personal cleanliness; their persons and clothing in most instances, 
and especially of those suffering with gangrene and scorbutic ulcers, were filthy 
in the extreme and covered with vermin. It was too often the case that patients 
were received from the stockade in a most deplorable condition. I have seen 
men brought in from the stockade in a dying condition, begrimed from head to 
foot with their own excrements, and so black from smoke and filth that they 
resembled negroes rather than white men. '1'hat this description of 1.he st.ockad·e 
and hospital has not been overdrawn, will appear from the reports of the surgeon~ 

in charge, appended to this report. 
:( have drawn up for the consideration of the surgeon general and'the use of 

the medical department of the Oonfederate States the following tables, giving ,1 

consolidated view of the diseases of the federal prisoners confined at Anderson
'ville and also of the confederate forces acting as a guard around the stockade and 
hospital. 
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Report qf the sick and wounded among tlwcorifederate troops· peif01'min~ 
guard duty at Camp Sumter, Andersonville, Georgia,for.tlw months qf July 
and August, 1864. Consolidated from tke original l'eports on file in the 
qiJice qf tke post surgeon. (Records incomplete, extending only to the montk 
qf July.) 

Diseases. 

~-------~--~----

Febris. continua simplex. _. _.. 
Febris continua comancius .. _. 
Intermittens qnotidiana . . . . 
;rutermittenR tertiana . __ ~" __. 
Intermittens quartana " _. . . . . 

i~i:~:~~lt:~~ ~~~~;~e~~.: ~:.:::: 
Intermittens typboides . 
Erysipelas.................... 
Erysipelas idiopatbic. ......... 
Rubeola...................... 
CholeramorbuB. __ _..... 
Cbolera sporad .. . . .. .. .. . 
CoHca........................ 
Constipatio _. _.. __ .. __ . 
DialTbrea acnta............... 
Diarrhrea chronica.. . _.. _.. 
Dysenteria acuta 
Dysenteria chronica . __ ~. __ 
Dyspepsia....................
Hepatitis acnta _... __ 0' __ " __ • 

Hepatitis chronica .. , '.. .. . 
Icterus __ ._. __ __ _.. 
Parotitis 
Stomatitis mercum _.. .. 
Glo8s~tis.. __ . _. __ . __ .. __ ... __ . 
Gastritis __ .. __ . _'_'" _. 
Enteritis 
Enteritis mucosa. _" _., _ _.. 
Tonsillitis 
Astbma 
Bronchitis acuta .. _ __ .. 
Catarrhus 
Catarrbus simplex.. . .. . .. 

~::~~i~1:i~.:::::::::::: :::::: 
Pbtbisis 
Phtbisis pulmonalis 
Pneumonia _. .. . . . . . . . 
Trochitis .. _ ,_",_, 
Cystitis.......................
.t"\nceroia . _. _.... _.... __ . _ 
Scorbutus..... .. .. .. .. .. . 
Epilepsia.....................
Meningit.h; _ _ _ __ . 
Orekro special roengitis .. _. _. . 
Intalio spinolia................ 
Neuralgia.................... 
Paralysis '" .. . .. . 

Field 
report. 

Sumter 
bospital. 

'" m 

"o 
--- -

44. " __ ... _e, 

7 .. _.. _. __ .. __ . 
84 13 .... 
39 12 . _" 
17 .. _... __ .... _. 

2~g::: ~I··· 94' -'3' 
38 3 64 35 
ll . 

6 I .. 
260 82 .. 

2 ' __ " . 
I I .. 

18 .. 
54 .. _ _ . 

405.... 26 3 
35 22 6 
8:3 9 4 
__ . 4 2 
7 .. 
8 _.. __ . 
5 .••.. _... .. 

21 1 .. _. 
16 .. 

6 _.. _.. 
29 _._.~ . . __ . 
5. _ __ e ••• _. 

11 .. 
13 _" 
3 .. 
4 .. 

11 4 . __ , 
68 .. 
8 I . 

~ -'" ._.. i' :::: 
2 .. 
I .. 
6 4 
1 ._ __ . 
4 .. 

_. _ _.. _. __ " .. _. 
I I 
2 I 
1 1 
4 1 

16 .. 
16 I .. 
2 .. 

Field 
report. 

Sumter 
bospital. 

Diseases. 

~ I~ QJ
" " gjQ A 0 

-~------~--I-- - ---

Gonorrhren... _... _.. _. _...... 7 .. _ 0 ••• _ •• 

Gonorl'hren simplex _. _. . 6 _" . _.. 
Gonorrhreaviralota. __ 2 ._ .. "._._ . 
Nephrites ,........ 39 .. 
Nephrites alkuminosa. _... _.. 3. __ __ ' . 
Orchitis .. ._.............. 4 " A. _ ••• 

Varicocele ..... __ ... _... .. 1 .. _. "._" . __ . 
Sypbilis primet..ro........... G ....I I .... 

S~~~l~!~~::::::::::::::::::::i: ::::I::::~: :::: 
Fi~tula ill anD .. -. _.. _-"I 1 ".. _ _. 
Anasarca _ _. 11 __ . _ . 
Ascetes...... 6 3' .. 
Lumbago.................... 5 . 
Rheumat·ismus acuta•.. _..... 2l 4 . __ . 
Rheumnt.ismus chronica. _. ___ 24 1 .. _. 
Abscisus ... _ _._.0. _... 8 _.. _ _. 
AbHcilmsacutn 6 . 
Parcuchia. 1 ' " .. ". 
Pblegmone 10 .. 
Ulcers....................... 3 2 .. 

Allotberdeseasesoftbisclass I .. 
Contusio 6 1 . 
Trachetn - -." 
Cepbalgia . .. . .. . .. 16 .. 
Mauia....................... I , 
Hypertl'obia caudi ,.......... 1 ' _. 
Diabetes metitus . 
Otalgia , .. .. . .. .. .. .. . 14 .. 
Strictura uretbrro 5 ' _ 

~~~~~~i~ ... ::::::::::::~::::: ~ :::: :::::: :::: 
Hernia inguinalis 8 2 . 
VnlnuB incisum :..... 1 . 
Vulnuspunctum............. 2 ' . 
Vulnns sclopetuS '.' 3 . 

Allot.berdiseascsof tbis class I .. 
Opbtbalmia.................. 7 .. 

~~~i~~~S.:::::::::::::::::::: 6g" ~. :::: 
Hremorl'hoi3. 40 . 
Scabico 83 . 
Nostalgio...... 3 .. 
Scrofula..................... I .. 
Vermis .'. 2 . 

Total 2, 1271'6- ""367 56 

Per cent. of deatbs among cases tr.."ted in tbe field during July aud August., 0.28. Per cent. of dcaths 
.among Cllses treated iu Sumter bospit.al July and August, 15.2. One death iu 6.5 cases treated in bospital. 

.. 
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We will examine first the consolidated report of the sick and wounded federal 
prisoners. During six months, from the 1st of March to the 31st of August; 
42,686 cases of diseases and wounds were reportcd. No classified record of the 
sick in the stockade was kept after the establishment of the hospital without the 
prison. 'I'his fact, in conjunction with those already presented relating to the 
insufficiency of medical officers aud the extreme illncss and even death of many 
prisoners in the tents in the stockade, without any medical attention or record 
beyond the bare number of the dead, demonstrate that these figlll'es, large as they 
appear to be, are far below the truth. 

As the number of prisoners varied greatly at different periods, the relations 
between those reported sick and well, as far as those statistics extend, can best 
be determined by a comparison of the statistics of each month. The following 
table presents the mean strength, the total diseases and deaths, and the total 
cases and deaths of the most fatal diseases. 

Table illustrating the mean st1·ength. total cases of disea,se and death, and the r~lotiolls ofthe cases 
and deaths of the most fatal diseases among thefederal prislJllers eOllfilled at Ande1'sonville, 
Georgia. (Consolidated from tlte original reports on file in the office of the surgeon in charge 
of the post of Andersonville, by Joseph Jones, surgeon provisional army COllfede1'£lte·States.) 

-----------.'1-..-------- 

1__--.-__c--_-,--_1_8_64_,.--__, _ 

March. April. 

r:fe~n s;r~-;;-~th, federal prisoner, ..~=.~=~ 10,000 
Total token sick or wounded duriug the month. 1,530 
Ratioofsicktowell; onesickin- 49.10 
Total deaths from all causes................... 283 
Per cent. of deaths to sick entered on sick re

ports during month .. _...................... ] 8.42
 
One death in 80 many sick and wounded pri

soners 26.4 
Percent. of deaths to mean strength, 'ickand well 3.77 

·l'B:.~~~d.~~~~~-:-:. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. 67
 
Deaths..................................... 28
 

Congestive fevel'
Cases .. __ .. __ 
Death,..................................... 

Intermittent fever, quotidian-
Cases .. _ _.. ~ . 
lJcaths __ __ .. 

Intermitt-ent fever, iatioD_ 
Cases __ _ . 35 
Deaths .. __ .. 2 

Intermittent fever, quartcr
Ca,e, 
Deaths __ .'__ 

llemittent fever-
Cases . 37 
Death' __ .. 5 

Biliqu8 remittent fev~r-
Cases _ 
Death' __ 

Plleumonin
Ca,es .. 102 
Deaths . 65 

Scurvy-
Ca,es __ __ __ 15 
Death' __ 

Acnte diarrhrea-
CaSeS" . 386 
Deaths .. 51 

Chronic diarrhrea-
Uases . 95 
Deaths .. 26 

Acute dysentery-
Cases .. 143 
Death' __ . 29 

Chronic dysenterJ' 
Cases __ .. 42 
Deaths · . 12 

Morhiben-
Cases _ - __ .. 
Deaths __ __ 17 

Drop,y . 
Cases . 28 
Deaths .. 2 

2,425 
48·100 

576 

23.7 

17.3 
5.76 

56 
18 

5 
........ 

10 
4 

24 

10 
1 

108 
58 

50 

916 
22U 

235 
115 

133 
49 

51 
27 

100 

32 
6 

May. June. 

15,000 22,291 
8,583 7.968 

17·10 28·10 
708! 1,201 

8.2 

21.18 
4.72 

92 
17 

481 
9 

385 

114 

181 
9 

:' 103 
28 

1,221 
14 

1,729 
251 

608 
171 

I' 15.0 

18.5 
5.38 

IS 
32 

2 

205 
7 

192 

25 

240 
13 

. 
.. 

21 
41 

2,097 
68 

1,966 
330 

510 
447 

8709:l I 
540 
98 

407 
8 

271 
5 

6 
3 

9 
8 

233 
50 

248 
71 

July. AugUst,! Total. 

29,030 32, 899T:-~~ 
10,834 11, ~14061 ..4.2.,.6.8.".' 
26·10 2 9 
1,952 2,992! 7,712 

26.3118.1 

14,8 10.9 
6.64 9.09 

391 200 
58 

] 
2 

150 
7 

]39 

56 

160 
15 

28 
27 

3,092 
195 

2,796 
517 

349 
330 

999 
215 

180 
27 

203 
381 

304 
66 

32 

1 
1 

324 
29 

. 

.. 
.. 

190 
12 

116 
15 

3,026 
722 

1, D82 
792 

520 
280 

859 
364 

187 
72 

156 
156 

665 
120 

4-0 
.~ 

185 

8 
6 

1, liD 
56 

775 
2 

195 
. 

468 
28 

350 
27 

528 
234 

9,501 
999 

9,775 
2, ]6J. 

2,315 
1,369 

3,549 
848 

1,138 
151 

474 
565 

1,5]0 
315 

------------~--_._-----------
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During this period of six months no les8 than 565 deaths are recorded under 
the head of morbi vanie. In other words, those men died without having received 
sufficient medical attention for the determination of even the name of the disease 
causing death .. 

During the month of August 153 cases and 53 deaths are recorded as due to 
marasmus. Surely this large number of deaths must have been due to some other 
morbid state than slow wasting. . If they were due to improper and insufficient 
food. they should have been dassed accordingly, and if to dial'1'hroa or dysentery 
or scurvy, the classification should in like manner have been explicit. 

vYe observe a progl'essive increase of the rate of mortality, from 3.11 per cent. 
in :March to 9.09 per cent. of mean strength, sick and well, in August. The 
ratio of mortality continued to increase during September, for notwithstandirw 
the removal of one-half of the entire number of prisoners during the early po~. 
tion of the month, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven (1,767) deaths 
are registered from September 1 to 21, and the largest number of deaths upon 
auy one day occurred during this month, on the 16th, viz: 119. 

The entire number of federal prisoners confined at Andersonvillc was about 
40,611; and during,the perioJ of near seven months, from February 24 to Sep
tember 21, nine thousand four hnndred and seventy-nine (9,479) deaths were 
recorded; that is, during this period near one· fourth, or more, exactly one in 4.2, 
or 23.3 per cent., terminated fatally. 'rhis increase of mortality was due in great 
measure to the accumulation of the sources of disease, as the increase of excre
ments and filth of all kinds, and the concentration of noxious effluvia, and also 
to the progressive effects of salt diet, crowding, and the hot climate. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

1st. The great mortality among the federal prisoners confined in the military 
prison at Andersonville was not referable to climatic causes, or to the nature of 
the soil and waters. 

2<1. The chief causes of death were scurvy aud its results an d bowel affections
chronic and acute diarrhroa and dysentery. The bowel affections appear to have 
been due to the diet, the habits of the patients, the depressed, d~jected state of the 
nervous systemund moral and intellectual powers, and to the effluvia arising from 
the decomposing animal and vegetable filth. The effects of salt meat, and an Un
varying diet of corn-meal, with but few vegetables, and imperfect supplies of 
vinegar and sirup, were manifested in the great prevalence of SCUl'vy. This 
disease, without doubt, was also influenced to an important extent in its origin 
and course by the foul animal emanations. 
. 3d. From the sameness of the food and form, the action of the poisonous gases 
in the densely crowded and filthy stockade alid hospital, the blood was altered 
in its constitution, even before the manifestation of actual disease. In both the 
well and the sick the red corpuscles were diminished; and in all diseases uncom
plicated with inflammation, the fibrous element was deficient. In cases of 
ulceration of the mucous membrane of the intestinal canal, the fibrous element of 
the blood was inerellsed; while in simple diarrhroa, uncomplicated with ulcera
tion, it was either diminished or else remained sti:ttionary. Heart clots were 
very common if not universally present in the cases of ulceration of the intestinal 
mucous membrane, while in the uncomplicated cases of diarrhroa and scurvy, the 
blood was fluid and did not coagulate readily, and the heart clots and fibrous 
concretions were almost universally absent. From the watery condition of the 
blood, there resulted various serous effusions into the pericardium, ventricles 
of the brain, and into the abdomen. In almost all the cases which I examined 
afte1: death, even the most emaciated, there was more or less serous effusion 
into the abdominal cavity. In cases of bospital gangrene of the extremities, and 
in cases of gangrene of the intestines, heart clots and fibrous coagula were 
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universally present. 'I'he presence of those clots in the cases of hospital gangrene, 
while they were absent in the cases in which there was no inflammatory symptoms, 
sustains the conclusion that hospital gangrene is a species of inflammation, im
perfect and irregular though it may be in ,it,; progress, in which the fibrous 
element and coagulation of the blood are increased, even in those who are suffer
in'g from such a condition of the blooa, and from such diseases as are uaturally 
accompanied with a decrease in the fibrous coustituent. 

4th. The fact that hospital gaugrene appeared in the stockade first and origi
nated spontaneously without any previous contagion, and occurred sporadically 
all over the stockade and prison hospital; was proof positive that this disease will 
arise whepever the conditions of crowding. filth, foul air, and bad diet are present. 
The exhalations from the hospital and stockade appeared to exert theil' effects 
to a considerable distance outside of these localities. '1'he origin of hospital 
gangrene among these prisoners appeared clearly to depend in great measurc· 
uponthe state of the general system induced by diet, and various external noxious 
influences. The rapidity of th!3 appearance and action of the gangrene depended 
upon the powers and state of the constitution, as well as upon the intensity of 
the poison in the atmosphere,or upon the direct application of poisonous matter 
to the wounded surface. This was further illustrated by the important fact that 
hospital gangrene, or a disease resembling it in all essential respects, attacked 
the intestinal canal of patients laboring under ulceration of the bowels, although 
there were no local manifestations of gangrene upon the surface of the body. 
This mode of termination in cases of dysentery was quite common in the foul 
atmosphere of the Confederate States military hospital, in the depressed, depraved 
condition of the system of these federal prisoners. 

5th. A scorbutic condition of the system appeared to favor the origin of fonl 
ulcers, which frequently took on true hospital gangrene, Scurvy and hospital 
gangrene frequently existed in the same individual. In such cases, vegetable 
diet, with vegetable acids, would remove the scorbutic condition without curing 
the hospital gangrene. I!'rom the results of the existing war for the establish
ment of the independence of the Confederate States, as well as from the pub
lished observations of Dr. '1'rotter, Sir Gilbert Blane, and others of the English 
navy and.army,it is evident that the scorbutic condition of the system, especially 
in crowded ships and camps, is most favorable to'the origin and spreadof foul 
ulceriil and hospital gangrene. As in the present case of Andersonville, so also 
in past times .when medical hygiene was almost entirely neglected, those two 
diseases were almost universally associated in crowded ships. In many cases it 
was very difficult to decide at first whether the ulcer was a simple result of 
scurvy or of the action of the prison or hospital gangrenffl for there was great 
'similarity in the appearance of the ulcers in the two diseases. So commonly 
have those two diseases been combined in their origin and action, that the 
description of scorbutic ulcers, by many authors, evidently includes also many 
of the prominent characteristics of hospital gangrene. '1'hi8 will be rendered 
evident by an examination of the observations of Dr. Lind' and Sir Gilbert 
Blane upon scorbutic ulcers. 

6th. Gangrenous spots followed by rapid destruction of tissue appeared in 
some cases where there had been no known wound. Without such well-estab
lished facts, it might be assumed that the disease was propagated from one 
patient to another. In such a filthy and crowded hospit{tl as that of the Con
federate States military prison at· Andersonville, it was impossible to isolate the 
wounded from the sources of actual contact of the gangrenous matter. The flies 
swarming over the woun~s and over filth of every kind, the filthy, imperfectly 
washed and scanty supplIes of rags, and the limited supply of washing utensils, 
the same wash-bowl serving for Scores of patients, were sources of such constant 
circulation of the gangrenous matter that the disease might rapidly spread fi'om 
a single gangrenous wound. The fact already stated, that' a form of moist 
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gangrene, ]'~sembling hospital gangrene, was quite common ill this foul atmo
sphere, in cases of dysentery, both with and without the existence of the disease 
upon the entire surface, not only demonstrates the dependence of the disease 
upon the state of the constitution, but proves in the clearest manner that neither 
the contact of the poisonous matter of gangrene, lIor the direct action of thepois
onous atmosphere upon the ulcerated Bmface, is necessary to the development 
of the disease. • 

7th. In this foul atmosphere amputation did not arrest hospital gangrene; the 
disease almost invariably returned. Almost every amputation was followed finally 
by death, either from the effects of gangrene 01' from the prevailing diarrhrea and 
dysentery. Nitric acid and escharotics generally in this crowded atmosphere, 
loaded with noxious effluvia, exerted only temporary effects; after their applica
tion to the diseased surfaces, the gangrene would frequently return with redoubled 
energy; and even after the gangrene had been completely removed· by local 
and constitutional treatment, it would frequently return and destroy the patieilt. 
As far as my observation extended, very few of the cases of amputation for 
gangrene recovered. The progress of these cases was frequently very deceptive. 
I have observed after death the most extensive disorganization of the structures' 
of the stump, when during life there was but little swelliug of the part, and the 
patient was apparently doing well. I endeavored to impress upon the medical 
officers the view that inJ tllis disease treatment was almost useless, without an 
abundant supply of pme fresh ail', nutritious food, and tonics and stimulants~ 
Such changes, however, as would allow of the j"olation of the cases of hospital 
gangrene appeared to be out of the power of the medical officers. 
. 8th. The gangrenous mass was without true pus, and consisted chiefly of broken
down, disorganized strllctures. The reaction of the gangrenOl\S matter in certain 
stages was alkaline. 

Oth. The best, and in truth the only means ofprotecting large armies aud navies, 
as well as prisoners, from the ravages of hospital gangrene, is to furnish liberal 
supplies of well-cured meat, together with fresh beef and vegetables, and to 
enforce a rigid system of hygiene. 

10th. Finally, this gigantic mass of human misery calls loudly for relief,not 
only for the sake of suffering humanity, but also on account of our own brave 
soldiers now captives in the hands of the federal government. Strict justice to the 
gallant men of the confederate armies, who have been 01' who may be, so un
fortunate as to 'be compelled to surrender in battle, demands that the confederate. 
government should adopt that course which will best secure their health and 
comfort in captivity; or at least leave their enemies without a shadow of an excuse 
for any violation of the rules of civilized warfare in the treatment of prisoners. 

Q. You have made some estimates based upon what you term the" mean 
strength j" will you explain to the court what you mean by that? 

A. 'rhe mean strength for a month in an army is generally taken by choosing' 
three points in the month, the first, the middle, and the latter part of it,adding 
them together and dividing the total number. .' . 

Q. The total of the three added 1 
A. Yes, sir. I do not know exactly how it was"done at Andersonville. This 

was taken from the records there entitled" mean strength." .. 
Q. Continue your explanation of how the estimate was made, and then you 

can make any qualifications with regard to it. You say you divided the number 
of prisoners at the first of the month, the middle of the month, and the last of 
the month by thr~e; then what did you do 1 . 

A. That would give you the mean strength, the average number present 
during the month-that is in armies. 

Q. That cannot always be accurate, can it 1 . 
A. NO,sir; itis not accurate in armies. I do not know exactly what course they' 

adopted with the prisoners, but presume it was done in the same way. 'I'wo or 
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three thousand might have beellreceived and two or three thousand sent away, and 
in that way the whole number during the month would be pretty much unchanged. 
In the confederate service it was not a truly accurate number. 

Q. You used the term" Confederate States military hospital;" does that 
refer always to the federal prisoners' hospital 1 

A. 'rhere was a Confederate States military hospital there, that went by the 
name of Sumter hospital. * 

Q. In the returns yOIl include only hospitals containing federal prisoners 1 
A. Yes; I think I always used the term" Oonfederate States military prison 

hospitals." 
Q. 'When did you forward your report or complete it 1 
A, I will state to the court that I was engaged in the preparation of that 

report in the month of September, 1864. I went from Andersonville to the 
hospitals connected with the army of Tennessee, and labored there until Novem
bel'; I then returned to Augusta, just about the time that General Sherman com
menced his march from Atlanta. I was then cut off from the reception of answers 
to numerous inquiries I had made of officers at Andersonville and with the army 
of Tennessee, and set about preparing the report for the surgeon general. I 
had just completed the report which I placed in the hands of the judge advocate 
under orders from the government when the confederacy went to pieces. That 
report never was delivered to the surgeon general, and I was unaware that any 
Ol1e knew of its existence at all until I received orders from the United States 
government to bring it and deliver it to this court in testimony. I make this state
ment to relieve myself of the charge of turning state's evidence, as it were, against 
those with whom. I was formerly associated; it was done in obedience to an 
order froni. the govel'l1ment. 

Q. Have your sympathies been with the rebellion during the war 1 
A. Entirely so. 
Q. Then your report was made out in the interest of the confederate govern

ment 1 
A. In the interest of the confederate government; for the use of the medical 

department; in the view that no eye would ever see it but that of the surgeon 
general. I beg leave to make a statement to the court. That portion ot' my 
r~port which has been read is only a small part of' the report. The original 
report contains the excuses which were given by- the officers present at Ander
sonville, which I thought it right to embody with my labors; it also contains 
documents forwarded to Richmond by Dr. White and Dr. Stevenson and others 
in .charge of the hospitals. Those documenlscontained important facts as to 
the labors of the medical department and their efforts to better the condition of ' 
things.. . 

Q. Are your conclusions correctly stated in this extract? 
A,. Part of my conclusions are stated; not the whole. A portion of my con

clusions and also my recommendations are not stated. 
Q. 'rouching the subject of exchange 1 
A. Yes, sir; the general difficulties environing the prisoners and their officers. 
Q. BLlt the condition of things at Andersonville you have correctly described 

in the report of which this is an extract. 
A. I endeavored to do so in that report so far as lily means of investigation 

would allow. I would also state that the results of my examination of gangrene, 
scurvy, and. other diseases have been omitted from the report. 'l'hey were very 
extended. I was there for three weeks and made some score of post-mortem 
examinations. I endeavored, in this report to the Burgeon general, to condense 
the results of all those labors; in fact that was the end, and aim of the investiga
tion. 
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Oross-examined by OOUNSEL : 
Q. What became of your original report? 
A. This is my original report. 
Q. Did you make this extract yourself? . 
A. I did not. My original report is in the hands of the judge advocate. I 

delivered it into his hands immediately upon my arrival in Washington. 
Q. What time did you visit Andersonville 7 
A. In September, 1864. 
Q. How long did yOll remain there 7 
A. About three weeks. My report contains the dates I think accurately 

stated. 
Q. You did not confine your labor to the hospital, but went to the stockade 

also? 
A. Yes, sir; both. 
Q. You say you saw large pieces of corn-bread lying within the stockade 7 
A. I did. 
Q. Will you describe what kind of corn-bread it was, whether it was fit to 

eat or had been fit to eat? . 
A. It looked like the ordinary corn-bread from the bakery; they baked it 

in i'olls six inches by eight inches; it was about one inch and a half or two 
inches thick; it looked like very good bread; after it lay on the ground for any 
time it was covered with a fungous growth, and altered after the rain had fallen 
upon it. 

Q. Did you or did you not find any starvation cases amongst the prisoners 
during your stay in the stockade or hospital 7 

A. I saw none that I could refer to starvation. I believe the diet was im
proper for sick men, and that they were not able to relish their food. They 
had plenty of food in one sellse, but it was not of the proper character for sick 
men. 

Q. Why did Union prisoners act as illlrses and not confederates 1 
A. They had not sufficient force. as I was informed, to detail confederate 

soldiers for that purpose. 
Q. In what condition did you find the hospital 1 
A. In the condition described in the report; in a badly organized condition 

and with improper shelter. 
Q. How many prisoners were in the stockade when you went there 1 
A. I could not ascertain that fact with accuracy; I have stated about 15,000 ; 

they were removing them to different points; I applied for accurate information 
on that point, but did not get it. 

Q. How many were there on the 16th of September; the day so many died? 
A. I cannot inform you, as from the constant removal of prisoners there were 

not accurate numbers kept. I had not access to that minute information which 
would enable me to speak with certainty, but I judged about 15,000. 

Q. Did you see the prisoner at Andersonville? 
A. I saw him once. 
Q. When was that ~ 

A. It was in September; I do not recollect the date. 
Q. On what occasion? . 
A. I applied to him for permission to enter the stockade. 
Q. Did you apply to him for admission before you got the letter from Oaptain 

Winder? 
A. It was previous to my receiving the letter from Captain Winder. 
Q. Why did he not give you a permit to visit the stockade 1 
A. He did not state it; he said he had his reason for the course he took. 
Q. Was he in any way unwilling to accommodate you 7 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--41 
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A. HE;lsimply stated that he refused me admission for special reasons, and 
that was all that passed between us. I then applied to General Winder, 

Q. When you handed him General Winder's onler, there was no more diffi
culty 1 

A. None.whatever. I will state that Captain Wirz was then sick, or was 
s,hortly after that taken sick, so far as my recolll3ction serves me·; he was not at 
his office the day I went into the stockade, and I was informed he was unwell
sick. 

Q. You do not recollect on what day you went into the stockade?
 
:A. No j Ldo not recollect the precise date.
 
Q. When did you go to Andersonville ~ 
A. I think it was about the 7th of September; my report shows t\!e date 

accurately. 
Q. How long after your arrival there, did you first enter the stockade 1 
A. I presented my labors first in the hospital; I think I went into the stockade 

seven or ten days after I got to Andersonville. . 
Q. Would these prisoners have died in the same numbers if they had, been 

at home instead of at Andersonville 1 
A. I sho~1d say not. 
Q. Was it a general thing there for the prisoners to curse the general govern

ment, or was it only done by a few 1 
A. If I recollect aright, it was the time when there was a good deal of ex

citement in the south about General McClellan's election, and that excitement 
-seeined to pervade even the prisoners. Many of them were desirous of voting 
for McClellan, in the belief that they would be exchanged, and they spoke about 
the government in that connection. ~ 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
Q. '1'hat class of them 1 
A. That was the reason they assigned for wishing to vote for General McClellan. 

the idea that they would be exchanged if he were elected. 

By COUNSEL: 
Q. Did you say anything about vaccination in your report 1 
A. I saw some cases of injury from vaccination. I do not recollect exactly 

what I stated in my report on that subject, but I can tell yon what I did by 
}'eferring to it. '1'bere were a number of instances, I think some dozen of 
instances, that I was informed of; I did not see more than one or two instances 
myself; they occurred previolis to my going there. The case which I examined 
more particularly was a case of amputation of the arm hOm vaccination, and, 
upon carefully examining it, I was led to believe that it was in consequence of 
thEfcondition·of the system of the man, rather thun from the matter introduced, 
from the fact that small injuries were frequently. attended with gangrene in that 
foul atmosphere. 

Q. You have stated that in your original report you made some remarks upon 
the conduct of the officers at Andersonville 1 . 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to the question, on the ground that cross
cxaminationinust be confined to the report tbathad been produced in court.
 

'1'he questioIiwas withdrawn.
 

PRIVATE PROPERTY TAKEN FROM PRISONERS. 

OCTOBER 7, 1865.... 

_Captain SAMUEL GILMORE, 39th Illinois volunteers, for1he prosecution: 
I am. on duty at Norfolk, Virginia. I did, while on duty, make a seizure of 

property in the hands of one Garrison. 
Q. What were the circnmstances ? 



TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 643 

A. On the lOth of September of this year I sent men to search the passengers 
on the Richmond boats. The object of the search was to filid some watches 
that had been stolen. The men camecame back with a box of watches that had 
been taken from one Garrison. They were watches that were taken from the 
Stoneman raiders at Andersonville; Garrison came on with the men. 'l'hat 
was his representation. It is George..c. Garrison, of Accomac connty, Virginia: 
He stated at that time that he was acting as counsel for R. B. \Vinder. There 
were thirty-four wa:tches; also some other trinkets, silver spoons and forks, arid 
some watch chains and lockets. Thcrp, were some photographs or pictures. 
There were some two or three ambrotypes j I do not remember the exact num
·ber. I recognize the article now handed me as one of the things that I saw at 
the time in the box. 

The JUDGB ADVOCATE. This is a watch chain with a medal attached to it, 
which is about the only evidence seeming to connect the plunder with our federal 
prisoners. '1'he watches were marked in no way, and 1 cannot introduce them 
in evidence, but this medal bears the inscription, "Darius Morris, company A, 
169th New York volunteers, Rensselaer county, New York;" on the reverse is, 
" Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, war of 1861." 

Q. Is the paper now handed to you one that you received at that time? : 
~-\.. It is one of the papers that I received from Garrison. . 
The paper, of which the following is a copy, was offered in evidence, and ig as 

follows: 
Received froll R. n. Winder, A. Q. M., .this 1st day of July, 1864, the following lot ,of 

property belonging to federal prisoners, to wit: 
Silver watch, No 12,25'2; R. 'V. Kelle:r· 

Do_ ...... __ 11, 697; N. R. Leaver. 
Brass watch. ___ 37; J. Champany. 
Silver watch .... 13, 037; N. J. Smith. 

Do..... _._.26,326; J. G. Blocke. 
Do .. .. _.23,956; J. D. Wolfe. 
Do _... 8,771; D.Bilman. 
Do __ . 546; F.Foster. 
Do_ .. .. _ 161; Jacob Metzger. 
Do. . _... 14, 554; H. Mamfield. 

Brass watch and pencil: Nottingham. 
H. WIRZ, 

Captain Commanding Prison. : 
C.\MP SU~lTER, Andersonville, Ga. 

I have compared the numbers on the watches with the numbers on the list. 
I did not find the one corresponding with the other. 

The .JuDGE ADVOCATE. I submit this document to show that the property 
here referred to passed into the hands of the prisoner, since which time it has,n.ot 
been heard of, and the property found in the hands of R. B. Winder, last .Sep
tember, is not the property herein enumerated. 

. Cross-examined by C(lUNSEL : 
Q. Do I understand you t,) say that you searched the passengerSQll .the 

Ric.hmond boats in September last? 
A, We searched the passengers who came down from Richmond :+nd ,City 

Point on the 10th oflast month for a lot cif property. I hadreceived atelegrarn 
from the provost marshal at City Point that there ha,d been a heavy robbery 
committed there on the night of the 9th, and he wished me to search the passen
gers on the Richmond boat for this property, which consisted of watches and 
jewelry. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATB : 
Garrison caine down from Richmond on one of the boats. I did not arrest 

Winder jhe was arrested, I think, before that. I think he lives in the neiglibirr
hood of Mr. Garrison; I am not certain. . . 
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By the GllURT: 
I was serving in the capacity of provost marshal. 
'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE stated that the commisflion would haveto vacate their 

present rooms, and that Judge Casey having tendered the use of the Court of 
Claims room, that court having adjourned, the commission at its next meeting 
will assemble there. 

'1'he commission then adjourned until Thursday, October 12, 1865, at 10 
o'clock a. m. 

THURSDAY, October 12, 1865. 
The commission met pursuant to adjournment. 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE STOCKADE. 

'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE presented to the court and put in evidence a photo
graph ,of a drawing of the stockade at Andersonville, made by R. Sneed'm, who 
was an engineer in the prison. ,The photograph was marked Exhibit 34. 

Counsel for the accused proposed to read and offer in evidence two letters. 
from the letter-book of the accused. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I will not object to their being read, but I reserve 
the right of objecting to them as competent evidence. 

The PRESIDENT. If the judge advocate is of opinion that the letters are not 
competent evidence, on what ground can they be read? 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. There are some things in the letters that are proper; 
while there are other things in them which I may object to have entered on the 
record. 

The PRESIDENT. Has not the whole letter-book been put in evidence 1 
'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. It was put in evidence under a special agl'eement, 

subject to such legal objections as may be properly made. 
By directioll of' the court, the agreement between the judge advocate and 

counsel for the accused in regard to record evidence was read from pag-e 2,779 
part XLI of the report. , 

, After further discussion and deliberation the objection was overruled; and the 
following copies of letters from the prisoner's letter-book were put in evidence: 

L,ETTER FRO;l>I CAPTAIN WIRZ COMPLAINING OF THE QUALITY OF THE MEAL 
FURNISHED PRISONERS. 

HEADQUARTERS COMMANDER OF PRISON, 
CAMP SUMTER, ANDERSONVILLB, GA., 

June 6,1864. 
CAPTAIN: I mo"t respectfully call the attenLion of the colonel commanding 

post, through you, to the following facts: The bread which is issued to prisoners 
is of such an inferior quality, consisting fully of one-sixth of husk, that it is 
almost unfit for use, and increasing dysentery and other bowel complaints. I 
would wish that the commissary of the post be notified to have the meal bolted, or 
some other contrivance arranged to sift the meal before issuing. If the meal, 
such as is now, was sifted, the bread rations would fall short fully one-quarter 
of a pound. 'fbere is a great deficiency of buckets. Rations of rice, beans, vine
gal', and molasses, cannot be issued to prisoners for want of buckets; at least 
8,000 men ,in the stockade'being without anything of the ~ort. If my informa
tion is correct any number of buckets can be got from Columbus, @eol'gia, if 
the quartermaster of the post would make thr~ requisition for the same. 

Hoping that you will give this your attention as soon as possible, 
I remain, captain, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. WIRZ, 
Captain Commanding P1·ison. 

Captain A. D. CI;IAl'MAN, 
Assistant A djutant Post. 
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LETTER FROM CAPTAIN WIRZ ASKING AUTHORITY TO MAKE REQUISITION FOR
 
SHOES FOR PAROLED PRISONERS.
 

HEADQUARTERS CONFEDERATE STATES J\'(ILITAHY PRISON, 
CAMP SUMTER, GEORGIA, 

February 26, 1865. 
SIR: I have the honor to call your attention to the following facts: 
There are a large number of paroled prisoners of war, who are doing work for 

the government, which if not done by them would have to be done by impress
ment or other hire and thus be a heavy expense to'the government. '1'hese men 
are, almost without exception, barefooted, having belm so long at work that 
what shoes they had are entirely worn out. I wish to know if I cannot be 
authorized to make a requisition on the quartermaster department to supply their 
wants in this line, or else buy the leatller through the quartermaster and have 

. the shoes made, as there are plenty of shoemakers among the prisoners. 
Recommending the statement to your favorable consideration, I am, sir, very 

respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. WIRZ, 

Captain Commanding Pi·ison. 
G. W. MCPHAIL, 

Aide-de-Camp and Assistant Adjutant General. 

Counsel for the accused reminded the court that, with his consent, the judge 
advocate had reserved the closing of the case for the prosecution; but the defence 
was now so near to the close of its case that he tlJoug'ht it· just that the judge 
advocate should be c.alled upon to examine the remainder of his witnesses, so 
that the defence might meet any point that shonld be covered in their testimony. 
He contended that ill all cases-including the case of the assassination trials and 
that of General Briscoe-where the defence objected to the prosecution closing 
its case temporarily, the prosecution was compelled to go on and conclude its 
case before the defence commenced. 

'1'he PRF.SIDENT corrected counsel in his citation of the conspiracy trials as a 
precedent for his position; that was rather a precedent on the other side, as 
witnesses for the prosecution and witnesses for the defence had been in that ,case 
examined without regard to order. 

General '.rHOMAS. I understood counsel to state distinctly that he agreed to 
the proposition of thejudge ,advocate, that he was to bring in other testimony. 

Mr. BAKER. Yes, at onetime. 
General THOMAS. And now you want to ctrt him off from the privileges which 

you yourself consented to. . 
Mr. BAKER. '.rhe defence is so nearly through that I think we ought to have 

the rest of the case for the prosecution. 
The PRESIDENT. For my part if the judge advocate is prepared to int roduce 

the remainder of his testimony, I see no objection to his doing so: 
'rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE. I can only say that, acting under the agreement 

acceded to without objection by counsel for the accused, I have 8ubprenfled wit
nesses who will be here within a day or two-witnesses not so important to the 
defence as they are to the general charge of conspiracy, and I would rather not 
be cut off from the privilege of introducing them. 

. The ??RESIDEN'J'. If the judge advocate is not ready to introduce the rest of . 
hIS testImony, he cannot, of course, under the agreementlbe called upon to do so. 

Colonel ALLCOCK. It was agreed at the time, that the evidence which the 
judge advocate should introduce would not be evidence directly against the 
prisoner, so that he cannot suffer by it. 
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Mr. BAKER. I uo not suppose he will, only I think that as the judge advocate 
recommenced the case for the prosecution at the last meeting of the court, he 
should go on now and complete it. 

'rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE. I would be glad to do it if I could. 
The PRESIDENT. Counsel will proceecl with the case for the defence. 

TB~l DIFFICULTY OF PROCURING PROVISIONS FOR TBI<: REBEL AIlMY. 

OCTOBER 12, 1865. 

Lieutenant Oolonel F. G. RUFFI:", for the defence: 
I reside near the city of Richmond, Virginia; I was, by promotion in the 

latter part of the war, lieutenant colonel in the subsistence department of the 
Oonfederate States armies. All my duties. from the commencement of the war 
until I resigned, a month PI' two before it" close, were in that department and 
nowhere else. My duties were not by rank or by appointment, but, in fact, those 
of assistant commissary generaL '1'hose duties were performed altogether in 
Richmond, so far as my residence was concerned, but embracing every portion 
of what was then the southern confederacy. 

Q. State to the court what you know in reference to the lack or deficiency 
of commissary supplies in that department. 

A. I hardly know how to commence answering that; I can only say that 
from the beginning there was more or less scarcity; that that scarcity was appre
hended from the beginning by the commissary department; that steps were 
being taken all the time, with more and more earnestness and energy and anxiety, 
as the war progressed, to obtain supplies, especially ofmeat, which in that section 
of the country had always been insufficient for the support of the inhabitants of 
that country; that that scarcity which did exist to a certain degree at the begin
ning of the war, and to a greater extent than it had existed before-because our 
wholesale men, apprehending the storm that was impending, llad foreborne to 
import their usual supplies of meat through that section-that that scarcity com
mencing in that way increased in all sections to absolute privation; I~ do not 
mean to say the point of starvation, but to the point of privation. 

Q. Was that the case in respect to nearly all supplies, or, in respect only to 
particular supplies? 

A. It was the case more or less with reference to all supplies, some ofwhich 
we had not in sufficient quantities even for hospital purposes. Some of the 
~rticles of daily domestic consumption, and of regular army and hospital supplies, 
were not to be had at all at some times, and at all times in diminished' quantities. 
Coffee, for instance, was the most important of that class of articles. 

Q. Oan you name other articles that were deficient 1 
,A. I did name meat; flour became very deficient. For instance, General 

Lee's army, at the close of the war, was living on corn meal, it being impossible 
to obtain flour for them~ We had accumulated in Richmond a supply of 30,000 
barrels of lIo,u.r for General Lee's reserve, when the campaign on the Rapidan, 
c.ommenced. That was in the spring of 1864. The whole of that reserve of 

Honr was consumed by Union prisoners; and the battles of the Rapidan were 
fought-if my memory serves me correctly, and I think it does-entirely 011 corn 
meal for a bread ration, brought mainly from the State of Georgia. 

'rhat brings me, as you requested me to name other articles of which there 
was a scarcity, to vegetables. They were so scarce that General Lee, when lIe 
was at Oold Harbor, I believe, or perhaps a little before that period-certainly 
not after it-made an urgent application to the secretary of war to have veg

,etables;	 that if he could only get in these rations for men who were suffering, 
some from scurvy, some from diarrhma, in consequence of the diet, the men 
would be enabled to return to the field. The commissary department imported, 
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as the only thing they could get and the best thing, onions from the island of 
Bermuda, through the blockade. These were in insllfficientquantities, but still 
they were a great relief. As a general rule, vegetables were out of the qtlestion j 
so it was also in regard to sugar, after the fall of New Orleans. 

Q. What can you SitY as to privations among the inhabitants generally 1 
A. As to the inlmbitants of Richmond I have a special knowledge. 
'l'he Judge Advocate objected to special testimony about the inhabitants of 

Richmond. 
The vVIT-'lESS Generally, then, throughout the whole southern confederacy, 

the privation applied to all classes, it was a matter of great anxiety with. all to 
get enough. Municipalities and incorporated compilnies were all, so far as I 
know, making ceaseless applications to the secretary of war to be permitted to 
buy withont having their supplies impressed by the commissary department. 
They were permitted to buy in such instances, and the consequence was that 
the buying outside of the schedule pricEs that limited us rendered it more diffi
cult to obtain the provisions than it would otherwise have been. 

Q. Was that privation confined to any class, 01' did it affect rich and poor 
alike? 

A. 'rhey were all alike so far as I know. Of course those who were well off 
did better than those who were very poor, as is always the case uilder such 
circumstances, but the privation applied to all classes. The only exceptions 
tbat I know were a few parties who had made provision against want at the com
mencement of the war, and those parties who, by running the blockade 01' by 
speculation, had made enough to enable them to command the necessaries or 
comforts of life, no matter at what price. 

Q. Do you know how the scarcity affected the hospitals? 
A. If the question is to hospitals generally, I do not know. My direct infor

mation in relation to hospitals is altogether local; I was enabled from peculiar 
circumstilnces outside my official duties-which did not lead me to have any
thing to do with hospitals or with any special department where food was dis
tributed-to kuow that in the hospitals at Richmond they had to rely in a very 
large measure on the volnntary contributions of imlividuals for snch comfoi'ts as 
the medical purveyor's office conld not supply. I do not say that they had to 
rely in a majority of instances on them, but that they had to rely upon them 
in a very large measure I know. ' 

'I'here were three causes of that great scarcity. Oae of them I have already 
named-the general fact that the southern States, growing other staples, had 

.been in the habit of importing meat always for their own subsistence. In Vir
ginia, for instance, a good deal of the meat consumed was obtained from Cincin
nati, although Virginia itself always produc()d pork and bacon, but never in a 
.su~cient quantity. I do not suppose it exported auy. '.rhat was one cause. 

~,Another cause was the derangement in railroad transportation; which existed 
: ,from the beginuing, and became worse and worse as the war progressed. 
,: Another cause was our own depreciated currency. 'rhe depreciation 'very soon 
,,'commenced, aud it increased to such an extent that numbers of holdei's of prop

erty were unwilling to selL The articles they had were worth more to them 
to keep than the money they would get for them. 'l'he consequence of that was 
the passage of an impressment law, and the consequence of'that law was to pro
ducehoarding on the partof the people to repress production and to make it 
more difficult to obtain supplies, so that-

The JU'DGE ADVOCATE. You need not argue the case.
 
'.rhe WITNESS. I am only recapitulating. ,
 
Q. State the causes of the derangement in your communications. 

, '.' A. I was in another branch of the service, and can only speak of general 
';causes. One of the causes, particularly towards the last of the war, as affecting 
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us in Georgia, from which we drew a quantity of our supplies, was the raids 
upon our railroads. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. State what time you refer to. 
The WITNESI;:. It is very difficult to chronologize these events; but the most 

striking injury of that kind was in 1864, when we had a successic>u of raids, at 
long intervals, but extending from Weldon-including the South Side railroad-'
to Petersburg and the Danville road down to Georgia; all around, east and west. 

Q. State what the privations were, and whether they generally affected large 
numbers of persons. 

A. They affected the whole confederacy. 
Q. State what the army livecl on at any particular time. 
A. In the spring of 1862, when our army was withdrawn from the peninsula, 

the meat ration was reuuced one-third. (To the court.) It was the usual army 
ration, three-quarters of a pound of meat, I believe. 

Q. After that, and down to the close of the war, how did it continue 1 
A. When the army wintered from Gordonsville down along the line of the 

Central railroad, the rations were reduced to a quarter pound of meat per day. 
The same rednction was ordered everywhere else. General Bragg had drawn 
on the reserves which we had accumulated at Atlanta for General Lee's army, 
he being, unable to get a supply from 'l'ennessee, and that compelled the order 
for reduction. The generals all remonstrated, and said they could !lot keep 
their armies together on that. At last General Lee remonstrated; his army sub
sisted for some time, I do not recollect how long, on that quarter pound of meat 
per day, which was afterwards increased to one-third of a pound; and all his 
battles were fought upon one-third of a pound of meat per day. 

In both years from the time he wintered on the Rapidan-in 1863-'64, and 
then in 1864-'65. The bread ration was reduced at the same time. Our original 
ration had been 18 ounces offlour per day, I forget what it was in corn-meal; 
it was presumed to~be an equivalent. The bread ration, as I say, was also 
reduced, and when General Lee wintered from Gordonsville on the line of the 
Central railroad, we were compelled to give the troops coffee in order to eke out 
the rations. We obtained the coffee by running the blockade at great expense 
and risk. The supply of coffee was very scarce. The quantity that the men 
got was less than they were entitled to. I only know the fact that it was very 
much reduced, and that only men in the field had it; officers at posts, and men 
on post duty, or at posts, did not have it. 

Q. State the whole ration. You have stated bread and meat; anything 
else 1 

A. Nothing further than sugar and coffee. Occasionally the men got issues 
of vegetables, principally rice and peas. What was the precise apportionment 
of· the ration I forget. As to other items of the rations, their supply was all 
in reduced quantities. I cannot answer arithmetically what proportion of the 
whole ration our men had. I should judge-but it is a mere matter of opinion; 
I do. not say it as a fact that I can establish; I could not without referring to 
documents not in my possession-but I should say the ration was less than two
thirds of the original, the meat alone being reduced to one-third of a pound. I 
say that cautiously; but I am very certain that I am within bounds when I say 
it was less than two-thirds the full ration. . 

Q. How WllS it, with these limited supplies, as to citizens, hospitals,pris. 
oners, &c.1 

A. Between the citizens and the army there was a constant struggle to get 
provisions. In regard to hospitals, they had the preference, as far as we could 
give it to them. The prison hospitals also had the preference, the sick in the 
prison, as far as I know. Of course I know nothing, and pretend to know noth
ing, about the interior management of the prison. I only speak of the orders 
under which we acted. 'rIle sick prisoners were expected by us to have, and, 
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so far as I know, did have, precisely the same as our sicI{. The prisoners who 
were well received precisely the same rations as their guards did; they got what 
the soldiers who were considered as being at post, and on light duty, were 
allowed, that is, our own soldiers. I know that was the order. My knowledge 
extended more or less into all the other departments. I was in Richmond, 
very near to the various departments of the government, for foul' years, and was 
compelled to know a good deal about what was going on in those offices. I know 
there was a deficiency in both those two great branches of the quartermasters' 
department, to wit, railroad transportation and wagon transportation, all the 
way through. 

Q. How was it in 1864, and up to the point in 1865 when the war was 
closed 1 

A. It was much worse than it had been. We regarded the railroad system 
of the south at that time as completely broken down. 

Oross-examined by the JUDGB ADVOCATE: 
I do not mean to say that the railroad communication between Richmond and 

the southwest was cut off; it was simply interrupted. I can hardly tell you 
when it was interrupted, because events were so rapid in passing. The most 
serious interruption that we sustained in the efficiency of railroad transportation 
was in July, 1864, when Kautz's raid cut the Danville railroad. 'l'hat interruption 
continued, as well as I recollect, twenty-oue days. It caught us in Richmnud 
with nine days' rations in flour on hand for General Lee's army. 'l'he wheat in 
Virginia was all consumed except the harvest just gathered, or in process of 
being gatllered A large quantity of that wheat was shocked, standing in - the 
field. A good deal of it was uncut. We had, out of that fund, to feed General 
Lee's army around Petersburg, at the time of the raid and subsequently . We 
made au accumulation of fifty to sixty thousand banels of flour from that source 
in two months. How long that subsisted the army, I do not recollect. I say 
that the connection with the southwest, fi'om which we drew the principal part 
of our supplies, was cut off during the summer of 1864. It was broken entirely 
for a period of twenty-one days. The connection was resumed at the end of_ 
twenty-one days. It did not continue unbroken; it was unbroken for some 
considerable time; but it never furnished sufficient supplies for our wants. Long 
before our railroad connections were broken by your raids, we had felt a defi
ciency in transportation, although the roads were running. ,,ye found it impos
sible to get supplies from the southwest in adequate quantities. My observation 
was not confined principally to Virginia and General Lee's army. The armies 
in the southwest fared better than General Lee's army, because they were in 
Georgia, where there was more abundance. ,[,hey could not draw from the east. 
After Sheridan's raid up the valley, which destroyed an immense quantity of 
su-pplies there, and threw a large portion of that community, which had before 
been feeding us, into the market competing against us for supplies, our supplies 
had to be drawn from southwestern Georgia; andlhen, because of the difficulties 
of transportation, we suffered. I know only so much of the details ip. the work
ing of my department as a staff officer would be expected to know, located at 
headquarters. - . 

Q. With rcference to the subsisting -of particular brigades or divisions, or 
small armies, you did not pretend to know 1 

A. With reference to a distinct organization as an army, I had knowledge; 
but whether Major O. fed his brigade properly or not, was a question with which 
I had nothing to do. If I saw that an army was supplied with what I could 
get for it, my duties were discharged. The details after that I knew nothing 
about except incidentally; but it was not my business. 

Q. For instance, yon would not pretend to know how the prison at Ander
sonville was managed 1 



650 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ 

A. On the contrary, I would not only not pretend to know, but I insist onit 
that I do ·not know. I could not know, I would have been acting without the 
line of my duty if I did know it, except accidentally; and, accidentally, I do 
not know anything about it. I know specifically about the l'mbsistence of the 
federal prisoners, I am intimately familiar, or was before thing's had been 
removedfi:om my memory, with the whole treatment of the prisoners at Rich· 
mond from the fall of 1863 until February, 1864. I know nothing about Ander
sonville except this: that at the time the prisoners were COl15uming General 
Lee's reserve of 30,000 barrels of flour, the removal of prisoners from Richmond 
to' the seat of plenty was urged by the commissll.ry department. After a while, 
after they had consumed the reserve, they were removed to the seat of plenty. 
It was found to be impossible to subsist the army of the Potomac plus the prison
ers, and the prisoners wel'e sent to the place of comparative plenty, or to th,) 
place of supply. I mean to say this: that I do not know that any man died of 
starvation directly; but I do know that many men in our service lost their lives 
in consequence of having been fed on improper and inadequate subsistence, 
which caused them to be taken to hospital, where they died from the same cause. 
I know that by having heard it; it was a matter of common repute. I have 
never witnessed it, but I have heard it so as to be testimony. I think 0~1l' 

soldiers continued to fight up to the end of the war; but they fought in greatly 
reduced numbers. 

By the COURT: 

Indeed I donot recollect how many prisoners we had at Richmonn.. It strikes 
me-but I have a bad memory for figures-that at the time they were consuming 
this 30,000 barrels of flour, I heard a complaint that there were 9,000 prisoners 
there who could easily be sent somewhere else; whether that was the whole 
number I cannot tell; that was not the time General Lee was at Cold Harhor ; 
it was at Cold Harbor that General Lee made a requisition for vegetables; it 
was when General Lee was at Orange Court-house, Gordonsville, and that 
country; it was the winter preceding the campaign on the Rapidan-Grant's 
campaign. One of the objects of sending prisoners to Gcorgia was to get them 
to what was considered a good region of country; unquestionably so far as our 
department was concerned it was the only object wehaa in view; it was known 
in our department because we were drawing supplies from Georgia to feed Gen
eral Lee; I do not know of any orders in my department regulating the quality 
or quantity of rations iEsued to prisoners in hospital; if I ever knew it I have 
forgotten it; our department was never in the habit of interfering with the officers 
in command of posts as respects the issue of rations to prisoners; we interfered 
to this extent, and that perhaps will answer the question: at one time the com" 
rilissary department was limited by an order of the secretary of war in the prices 
~twas to pay for everything; the commissary of prisoners at Richmond bought 
outside that order at higher prices than we paid, rendering it impossible for us to 
obtain supplies; then (and that was the period at which I say I was intimately 
acquainted with the treatment of prisoners at Richmond) the commissary /l:eu
eral required that the commissary of prisonersi should draw his supplies from 
him, and he did so draw them; that was the time this flour was commmed. 
During the whole war the understanding at the head of my department was that 
the prisoners were receiving the same rations as our soldiers were receiving, 
except that after our rations were reduced, as I tell you they were. and we eked 
them out with coffee, neither the prisoners or their guards, nor soldiers on light 
duty, nor officers at posts received coffee or sugar, except the hospital prisoners. 
If there was any difference in that respect between the rations issued to the 
prisoners at Andersonville and the rations issued to our soldiers in the field or 
in the garrison, I think it would have been in contravention to the undel'standiug 
of the head of our department. I do not know necessarily what was the under
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standing of the head of my department or any particular officer; I know only 
generally on the subject. If so, Isuppose the commandants of prisons would 
be responsible for it; I don't' know who else; my general information on this 
subject and my particular information was that the secretary_of War had ordered 
that.prisoners should receive precisely the same rations that light duty men 
received; I have seen that order in the secretary of war's hand writing. ' 

Q. (By COUNSEL.) At the time you say that Lee's army was on the Rapidan 
what was the number of Lee's army? . 

A. I am not prepared to speak fully on that subject, but I have always under
stood that General Lee's army at the time the actions commenced there was 
about 55,000 men. 

Q. Running down a period of how long? 
A. I never inquired what was the strength of his army while it was in camp; 

it was only when the battles had commenced and we were considering the odds 
and our chanees under them that I did inquire. 

By the COURT: 
Q. 'Vhen allnding to the Weldon and Danville railroad being cut and inter

fering with the snpplies, you only allude to the supplies at Richmond, and not 
that the southern States were affected Ly it ? 

A. Of course not; the southern States were affected by other raids, bnt not 
by that. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COl\lNlITTED BY WIRZ. 

OCTOBBR 12, 1865. 
, ROBERT H. KELLOG, for the defence: 
I was a prisoner at Andersonville. I cannot state the number of prisoners 

coming into the stockade thcre daily during the summer of 1864, while I was 
there, with. accuracy. vVe received prisoners nearly every day, from 100 to 800 
or 900-1,100, I believe, is the most I ever remember being received in one 
day; that was during the summer, while the fighting of the army of the Potomac 
and Sherman's army was going on. The prisoners from the army of the Potomac 
as they came in, were, as a general thing, destitute of blankets, IJaversacksand 
everything but the clothes they had on. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I mean when they came into the stOCkade. , 
Iwas in the stockade from May 3, till September 10, 1864. During the 

time I was there, I cannot say that I ever knew or heard of Captain vVirzkick
-ing, striking, or shooting a prisoner so that'he died, that I remember. I have 
written a book descriptive of Andersonville prison. '1'he title of that book is 
"Life and Death in Rebel Prisons." I left it in the hands of Colonel Chipma~, 
thejlldge advocate. 

Cross-examined by the JUDG.EADVOCATE: 
. Question. Did you never hear of Captain Wirz ill-treating any prisoner of 

war in his custody? . 
,Answer. I do not remember any special case of ill-treatment. I speak of 

"!lothing of that kind in my book, that I recollect now, not of my own personal 
,0bservatio,ll. 

The JunGE ADVOCATE. I am not speaking ~f your observation. " 
, VVITNESS. I don't remember having heard it. I state ,that in my book 1relate 
no, instances of personal cruelty committed by Captain Wirz, as I understood it, 
that I recollect. I do not say that I never heard, any complaint made with 

'regard to Captain Wirz's rrutal treatment of prisoners. His character was cruel 
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and brutal, and we all understood that perfectly well. We understood that from 
hearing his language, which was insulting and profane; and from the general 
treatment there in the prison. We 5aw that we were badly treated and miser
ably provided for; and we naturally supposed that he, as commandant of the 
prison, was, ina great degree at least, responsible for it; we supposed, of course 
that somebody was responsible for it. There was dii'cussion there among us 
with regard to how he would treat prisoners when they arrived and afterward. 

Q. What was said about that 1
 
Question objected to by counsel for the accused.
 
'1'he court, after deliberation, overruled the objection.
 
The WITNESS continued: I stated before that I did not recollect any instance
 

of cruelty. I have called to mind one that I do remember. It was the time 
some of' Sherman's raiders were captured, aud were brought into prison robbed 
.f nearly everything. I IHwe seen some of them with merely a shirt and pants, 
no hat, shoes or coat; and I have heard statements of those men that they were 
searched outside before they were brought into prison, and robbed of everything, 
even their pocket-knives, photographs, pictures, and things of no value ; and I 
have heard the statement of other prisoners who have come in there destitute 
of nearly everything, telling how they have been robbed of them. Captain 
Wirz was always very rough and brutal in his mode of conducting business, so 
far as I saw; and he was not very choice in his selection of names for the 
Yankees. I do not say that he did not kiek, beat, or shoot to death a prisoner, 
but I say that I do not know it myself. Well, I don't recollect now, if'l speak 
of instances of that kind in my own book. Vve all knew his reputation and 
character for cruelty; but I do not now remember any special act I was there 
when Chickamauga was killed. 

Q. What was said about that?
 
The question was objected to by counsel for the accused.
 
'1'he l'Rf,lSIDENT stated that the objection involved the same qUt:stion which
 

had been previously ruled upon by the court. 
'The objection was withdrawn. 
The cross-examination of the witness was here suspended on the suggestion 

of the judge advocate, in order that he might send for the book referred to in 
the examination in chief. 

After a short interval the witness was called and the cross-examination re
sumed. 

Q. State what you heard with refel~nce to the killing of Chickamauga.
 
Objected to by counsel for the accused and question withdrawn.
 
Q. Am I to understand you from your answer to counsel that you did not 

hear of certain things, that those things did not occnr 1 
A. No, sir; not by any means. 

.. Q. Am I to understand that the cruelty and brutality of this prisoner was not 
a matter ':>f common talk and discnssion among the prisoners at Andersonville? 

A. No, sir. On the other hand it was true. We all understood him to be 
a cruel, over-bearing, heartless man. 

CONDITION Ol<' THE PRISONERS 1::"1 THE STOCKADE. 

Q. State to the court the general impression and feeling of the camp towards 
the organization known as the " regulators." 

A. After these six men were hanged we had peace and quiet there for a 
while; but we soon began to look upon the "regulators" on a par with the old 
raiders. It was on the principle of diamond cut diamond. They were about 
the same class of men. 

By COUNSEL: 
Yes, I think the "regulators" diel Some good by their organization, at first. 

I thiuk that hanging the six raiders was one good act. 
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Q. And you think that, like the common fault of all organized authorities, 
they gradually deteriorated ? 

A. Yes, sir; they deteriorated very much. 

THK DIFFICULTY OF PROCURING l'RO'-ISIONS FOR THE HEBI>L ARMY. 

OCTOBER 12, 1865. 
Major S. B. FRENCH, for the defence; 
I reside in Richmond, Virginia. For the last two years I have been ill th(, 

bureau of subsistence at Richmond. I have been a major on duty in the com
missary department, under the commissary general. I was for the first two 
years of the war with the army in the field, up to the winter of 1863-'64. 

Q. Do you know anything' in relation to the deficiency of supplies in tIl(:' 
army 1 If so, state it. 

A. I only know that while we were on the peninsula, in 1862, an order came 
from the secretary of war directing that the rations should be reduced froIll 
three-quarters of a pound of bacon to one-half a ponnd, it did not affect the 
other parts of the ration. W ehad bacon and flOllr as a general thing at that 
time, coffee and sugar-only half rations of coffee though-salt and vinegar ill 
small quantities, and occasionally soap, very rarely. The snpplies diminished, 
of course, as the war progressed. In the winter of 1863-'64, the army were on 
a ration of a qnarter of a pound of bacon or a bound of beef for some time. 
Fim~ly the ration was increased to a third of a pound, and during the campaign 
of 1864 it continued at a third of a pound. '.rhe latter part of the campaign they 
were compelled to reduce the ration of bread to a pound of meal or a pound of 
flour. We very rarely had any Hour though. 

Q.. Do you know anything about the deficiency of vegetables? 
A. I know that during the snmmer of 1864 General Lee wrote a letter to 

lIfr. Seddon, the secretary of war. 
The ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE. You need not state anything about the· 

contents of that letter. 
WITNESS. The secretary of war sent for me to come over to the war depart

ment. He showed me the ~etter. In consequence of that letter, he sent a tele
gram t~ Wilmington for the purpose of ordering any vegetables fi:om Bermuda. 
not being able to procure t.hem otherwise. r.rliat was done to a very limited 
extent. We could not obtain those vegetables from any other source ; otherwi~e 
we would not have ordered them brought 

Q. State what you know in relation to the deficiendes in your department. 
generally. 

A. I know that at the city of Richmond we were frequently without more 
than a day's ration on hand, and I think I am safe ill saying that for the fin 
months preceding tlle evacuation, we never at anyone time had more than ten 
days' supplies on hand for the army of General Lee and the subsistence of 
prisoners. When T speak of supplies I speak of it in limited quantities, the 
regular ration that had then been ordered; the ration varied, of course; as to 
bread and meat. It was about two-thirds of the regular ration of meat and one
fifth of bread. It was the desire at one time to make up the deficiency by an 
iIicreased ration of bread, but we found it impossible-we could not do it. 

Q. Do you know anything about the consumption by Union prisoners of ~ 
quantity of flour reserved for Lee's army? If so, state it. 
:A. 1 know that during the winter of 1863-'64 we deemed it very important 

that we should retain as far as- practicable on hand for the spring campaign 
which we anticipated, in fact it was at the instance of Genetal Lee that we did 
it, but in consequence of the impossibility of getting supplies from _the south, 
owing to the railroads being engaged, we had to consume this reserved flour for 
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the subsistence ·of Union prisonrrs then stationed at Richmond; When ,that 
was consumed Lee's army subsisted stllely and ent.irely upon corn·bread during 
the summer. The supply of that was deficient of course, because we had .to, 
reduce the ration from a pound and a quarter of meal to a pound, and Genel:al 
Lee very frequently complained ofthe reduction. 

Q. Do you know anything about a discussion among the officers of the war 
department, or the government generally, in relation to sending Union pris.oners 
~ou tn? If ~o, state it. 

A. I only know tbat the commissary general was exceedingly anxious upon 
the subject of the transfer of prisoners to the south where they would be more 
readily subsisted. In fact he stated that if they remained in Richmond the rail
road transportation was not sufficient to subsist them-therein addition to the army 
of General Lee;· anel he was desirous that they should be sent wllCre they could 
be more readily fed. 

'1'he discussion was some time previous to their removal. 
. Q. Do you know anything about the subject o£ supplying fresh meat or things 

of that kind ? 
A.I only know that the supply had been entirely consumed; we would never 

get sufficient for a day's ration of anything of that kind; it was only to be had 
in very limited quantities. 

Q. Do you know whether the inhabitants suffered in the same way as the 
army 'I < 

,A. I.know of no individual cases; I could only speak from mere rumor. I 
know,that frequently there were referred to the office of commissary general 
letters received from the commissioners of different counties and towns asking 
thaLcertain amounts might be set aside ·fOf the subsistence of their inhabitants, 
that they might not becompeUed to draw upon them fortheir tithes-.-thatthere 
was lJot food sufficient to supply the inhabitants. 

Cross-examined by the ;ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I served in the army then commanded by Gen~ral Johnston, the army of 

northern.Virginia, in the years 1861 and 1862. I was ordered to the bnreau of 
subsistence in 1863, and continued there until the close of the war. My duties 
weregeneral. They did 'not confine me to the city of Richmond. I was not 
assigned.to duty at any other point. It was not my duty to go to any other 
point. '1'he vegetables I have spoken of as being .ordered from Bermuda were 
for General Lee's army exclusively. The ration duriug the peninsula campaign 
of 1862 was not reduced in anything but bacon. I think the order was general for 
alLthe armies. It was issued by the secretary of war ; I understood the increase 
{wma quarter of a pound to a third of apoundin the winter of 1863-'64 was gene 
e.ral. .When I spoke of the rations in Richmond seldom being sufficient for more 
t,han one day and never for more than ten days. and when I spoke afterwards 
in reference to two-thirds of a ration of meat and one-fifth of a ration of· bread 
which-could not be made up, I did not intend to embrace in my answer any 
other l·ations than those issued to the army in Virginia. The flour I have 
spoken of as being necessary to retain in the winter of 1864 for the spring cam~ 
pliigp., was .retained at Richmond for Lee's army. 

Q. ,You say that the railroads were in such a condition as to prevent supplies 
of flour and other articles from being sent to Richmond? 

A. Supplies of COl'll' I should say; we did: not draw flour from any southern 
State, except in very small quantities, because it was not rai~ed there as a general 
thing. '1'he want ot'facilities to transport corn was what made the corn scarce; I 
think entirely so. It was in the winter of 1863-'64 that the commissary general 
thought that the prisoners had better be sent south. I think there was a very 
large number of prisoners in Richmond at that time; I think all of them, or very 
nearly all, were sent away; I do not know how many were sent away; I know 
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that somewpre sent away merely by the general statement; I never saw any 
of them in transitu. I do not know whether the prisons at Richmond were 
emptied at·any one time; I do not know that they were not; my impression is 
that verYllearly all of the prisoners were sent away some time during the spring 
of 1SG4; I am not positive abont· the time, I think it was during a portion of 
the·time Grant's army was in front of Richmond. I never in the line of ,duty 
visited the southern States. I do not of my own personal knowledge know 
}mything in regard to the supply of vegetables in the southern States, the growth 
of vegetables in the country surrounding Andersonville, or the growth of any 
particular articles of food or subsistence. '1'he scarcity of supplies was consid
ered general with us. The ration of bacon was reduced at one time to half a 
pound, but subsequently increased from a quarter to a third; I think that· was 
general. The meal ration was increased to a pound, and I think that was' gen' 
eral. There was no reduction that was general, because that was about all that· 
compused the ration; during the last one or two years of the war we did not 
have sugar and coffee. '1'he ration was composed then of a third of a pound of 
bacon and a pound of meal or a pound of beef. In reference to vegetables I do 
lIot know anything except so fal' as regards the issue to Lee's army.. I did not 
have anything to do in my office with furnishing supplies for Andersonville: I 
do not know anything abuut those supplies. 

By the COD R'f : 

I do not know whether the reductions of which I have spoketi wpre in force 
at Andersonville. The corn meal was furnished to General Lee's army un~.. 
bolted. 

(By COUNSEL.) I understood that the ration issued to our army was the same 
as that issued to the federal prisoners. I learned that in the way ofmy business. 

(By the ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE.) In reference. to that, I know nothing 
except what I heard the commiRsary general say. 

By the COURT. 
If there was any reduction in quality or quantity of the rations issued to· the 

prisoners at Ander&onville, it would, as I understood, have been in violation' of 
existing order. If so, I should think the officer in charge of the prison .would 
be responsible if.he knew the facts. I have said that 1 was never at any time 
able to get more than ten days' supplies for the army; we were very often 
without a day's supplies. 

Q. And the army then went without anything 1 
A. Very often, at the city of Richmond. I saw on one or two occasions a 

despatch from General Lee that he had no provisions on hand, and he, told me 
himself, in frequent conversations which I had with him during the winter· of 
1.863-'64, that he was frequently prevented from making mo,'ements owingto the 
fact of not having subsistence furnished to his men. ' , " '. 
. Q. He might not have sufficient subsistence for his army to go on the march, 

but the question is, whether they were on anyone day without sufficient sup· 
plies? . 

~-\. No, sir; it was remedied as far as practicable-in frequent instances by 
application to the citizens of Richmond-going around and borrowing supplies 
of them. " .. 

That army got supplies every day except the days which Imentioned, when 
General Lee telegraphed that his army had been without meat, but I think he 
had bread every day.. ' ,. " 
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MEDICAL TESTIMONY.. 

THE AUTHORITY OF CAPTAI~ WIRZ OVER THE HOSPITAL. 

OCTOBER 12, 1865. 
Dr. G. G. RoY, recalled for the defence: 
I arrived at Ande::sonville on the 1st of Septembcr, 1864, and was put on duty 

on the 6th of September, 1864. I remained there until the winding up of the 
place. Iwas there until about the last of April or the 1st of .May. I was 
there under General Wilson's instructions for thrce or foul' weeks; I then had 
charge of the hospital. I never while at that hospital knew Captain Wil'z to 
take any prisoner away from the hospital for any purpose whatever-nA 
11.11less he wished to parole him for work outside. If a prisoner requested to 
be outside, Captain Wirz ·very frequently did so; for instance, if the man 
was a shoemaker or anything of that sort; I have known several occasions 
when prisoners who had been. parolcd were detailed by him outside for that 
purpose, as the prisoner desired it. The rations for the hospital were drawn 
through the chief surgeon. The chief surgeon made requisition directly upon 
the commissary, aml the commissary furnished the rations. Capain Wirz had 
nothing wha~ever to do with that. The sick were removed from inside the stock
ade to the outside before I went there. I found when I arrived at Anderson
ville a number of boys in the hospital; most of them were detailed to act in 
some capacity as nurses or attendants in the hospital. 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ FROM A:>IDERSONVILLE IN THE SUMMER OF 

1864. 

During the month of September Captain vVirz was sick; I did not see him 
except on one occasion; that was at his house. I was called to take charge of 
a number of assistant surgeons to go and'atteild a collision that occUl:red, which 
happened just about half a mile below Captain Wirz's house. He was sick two
thirds of September, if not all iJf it. During that mouth he was sick most of 
the time; in other words he was not on duty. My going to his house was alto
gether accidental; I did not attend him professionally, but I had to pass there in 
going a half mile bclow his house to reach this train that had run off the track. 
There were a number of killed and wounded. I stopped at his house, and, if 
the court will excuse the expression, 1 took there a drink of whiskey and a cup 
of coffee. He was not in bed; he was unable to be at his office in Anderson
ville. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

I have sometimes in the hospital dressed the wounds of men who had been 
injured, but generally my assistant did that. I never dressed one who had been 
wounded with a pistol or a revolver thcre at Andersonville; I never knew of 
any such case; I never knew or heard of Captain Wirz shooting or beating a 
man to death while I was at Andersonville. 

WIRZ'SABILITY TO USE BOTH HIS ARMS. 

I had know ledge of the condition of Captain Wirz's arm while I was at Ander
sonville; I saw it often. I tried to treat him, but he wonld not let me do so; 
not, I believe, because he had not confidence in my treatment, but he thought it 
might get well of itself; that was his expression. 

The prisoner at the rcquest of 1\11'. Baker removed a portion of the covering 
from his right arm. 

Q. Examine the prisoner's arm and see what is its present condition, and state 
what was its condition then as compared with its present condition? 
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A. (Witness having made an examination.) In a few days after I got to 
Andersonville I saw Oaptain Wirz's arm; I examined it and advised him to 
let it be treated;, I did not want to advise him, being a stranger to me, to let. 
me treat it, but I told him it ought to be treated. He always carried it wr'tpped 
in a towel. It is now as bad as it was the first dayI saw it. I could not give 
an accurate answer as to whether it is any worse now than it was then, because 
I did not just now take off the cloth that enclosed the ulcer. I looked upon it 
as a gangrenous ulcer. I observed the conditio'n of his hand; I saw him every 
day. 'I'hose two fingers, ever since I have known him, have been disabled as 
they are now. ]from my knowledge of his arm and my professional knowledge,' 
I do not think he would be able to strike a man and knock Lim down with 
that arm. I should not think he would be able, in any way, to strike a ~an 
down with anything in the hand of that arm. He might defend himRelf with 
that arm,in its disa~led condition, ina certain way; I mean he might feebly 
defend hImself, but It would not be such a defence as I would like to have. I 
think he could not with that arm or hand grapple or shake anyone. 1 have 
not seen Oaptain Wirz's left shoulder; I have not examined it. 

:;HOOTING OF PnISO:"JERS BY THE GUARDS. 

'I never knew or heard of any confederate soldiers getting a furlough for 
shooting a Union prisoner while I was there. ' 

Oross-examined by 'the ASSISTA:'>'1' JUDGE AUVOCATE: 
While at Aildetsonville I had nothing to do with the camp whatel'er. :My 

headquarters, as I called them, were in the hospital, ana my house, where I 
resided witb my wife and children, was about two mites off. I was often in 
company with Captain Wirz, socially. We did not' have quarters near each 
other; his quarters were upon the opposite side of the depot and mine were i:J. 
the hospital. Our quarters were at least half a mile apart., We met. about 
1 o'clock everyday in this way: I would go from, my qmi,1'ters about the time 
the mail carne down from :Macon, and Oapt.ain vVirz and I would meet at the 
depot looking for our mail. J was liot with him except on certain occasions, 
which I can mention. I' can remember some other occasions when I met hini, 
besides at the depot; but so seldom that they did not impress me. I would 
say to the court that I rented a hausetwD miles from Andersonville, and I had 
there my wife and children. I usually visited the hospital between eight and 
nine o'clock. I always had all officer of the' day, who was responsible for the 
administration of the hospital during the day and night. ' In coming to the 
hospital I did not go by Oaptain Wirz's ,headquarters by nearly a quarter of a 
mile. I went directly to the hospital and attended to my duties. Very fre
quentlyI would stay there after I got through my duties, to see the prisoners 
play crieket, and things of that sort, just to look at their amusements. I very 
seldom saw Captain Wirz except at the depot..., 

WIRZ'S ABILITY TO USE BOTH, HIS ARMS. 

I never saw Oaptain Wirz engage in any e~ort to d'efend 'himself' against
 
attacks of prisoners or anything of. the kind. I. have never seen him defend
 
himself in any respect. I have ,never seen him in any belligerent motionwhat

ever. :My opinion,with regard to the disability of his arm is, slhiply a'scientific
 
one; judging from its nature and appearance, that it wOldd not, be a very
 
serviceable atm'in such a contest; and that is all' r know about it. I judge
 
from the knowledge of the nature of the' wounds j I do not know anything about
 
:whatcaused that wound. I have not any idea.' In September, 1864;1 first 
examined that arm j I,cannot say what part of the month; I don't recollect. 
I examined it under very peculiar circumstances. It might not have been as 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--42 ' 
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late as October. I examined it at General Winder's headquarters. General 
Winder had a rising, as he called it, in his ear, and I went up to examinc it;, 
CaptainWirz was up there and I at the same time examined his arm. lcan
not recollect tbe date. I cannot answer as to wlietber it was one, two, or three 
weeks after I reported for duty. I never knew anything about the prisoner's 
breaking his arm. T think the prisoner never . broke his arm, I never heard 
that a~Andersonville. He, was connected with anotberprison. If they ha.d 
done it at Richmond while he W/IS on duty th~re, I had no knowledge of it what
ever. From the examination I made at the time, T could not state that it was 
a fracture; I could not state whether it was the resnlt of a gunshot wound or 
not. 'rhe prisoner did not positively decline to have mc treat it, saying that 
it would get well of itself. He'is a doctor himself; ·and he remarked that he 
thought he could treat it. He has two diplomas which I have seen. 

TIlE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ 'FROM ANUERSONVILLE IN THE SUMMER OF 
]864. 

Captain Wirz's headq llarters, when I first arrived at Andersonville, were in 
a tent adjoining Dr. 'White i J met him very frequently then because I had to 
pass right by his tent door to go over to the depot. I cannot answer how long 
t.hat tent was there; it was there a week and.a fortnight: I think, probably a 
month; it was in the month of September. I met him very seldom, because he 
was brought in in an ambulance i he came to his office to look over his records, 
and was carried directly back. J cannot say if that was the case during all 
that month i it ,vas so, so far as, my knpwledge goes, most of the time during 
that month. . . 

Q: When you say that he was sick, you do not mean to say tbat ,he was so 
sick that be did not come to camp? 

A. He came tbere.He was reported as being unfit for dJ1ty by the surgeon 
. wbo was attending bim; I believe it was Dr. White or Dr. Stevenson. So far 
as Lknow be did not corne in camp every day in an ambulance. Let me make 
an explanation. ,Captain Wirzoccupied half of a llOuse ownedbya man named 
Boss; about two miles from Andersonville... During the month of Septembel; 
he was most of tbe time unable to perfor~ any active military duty. There 
WIlS no one, so far as I know, to occupy his place in his office. because his duties 
were very peculiar i and he came down in an ambulance whenever he was able, 
whenever his fever'was off 11im or whenever he was able to look over his list., 
which was made out by a man named Martin, who was a, paroled federal prisoner< 
and who was his clerk. . ' 

By tbe COURT: 
I cannot tell how often he would come ihe would come pl:obably on~e a week 

in one week, and probably twic,c the next week. 

By the ASSISTANT J'UDGE ADVOCATE: 
I do not know of my own knowledge tlIC days when he staid away; I 

juclge from my personal knowledge. , I do -not know during the month of Sep
tember when he did not come i I am not a chronicler of time. In Septembe!.· 
no one was assigned to his duty; hid clerk, Martin, had control; in other wordR, 
he exercised the power; I do not know that he exercised the whole power. 
ktJow that he bad a clerk tbere, and 'he was a federal prisoner. I know that 
be performed a'patt of Captain Wirz's duties, but 1 do not know that he did 
all. He performed simply clerical duty, w far as my 'knowledge goes. 

I 



TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 659 

THE RATIONS. 
OCTOBER 12, 1865. 

JAMES W. ARMSTRO~G, for the defence: 

I reside in Macon, Georgia. The two last years I have been.a commissary 
()fficer in the service of the confederate government with tlJe rank of captain; I 
was at Andersonville. .My duties there.were to receive stores and issue them 
to prisoners and troops, and to do anything else that came into my department. 
I went there on the 31st of March, 1864, and remained there until the 1st day, 
()f August, when I left.. althougI1 I was responsible, I suppose, until the 21st of 
August. I was there again from the 10tl1 of December until the collapse of the 
confederacy.· When I first went there until Attgust 1" the, issue of rations to 
the prisoners, generally speaking, was bacon, corn·meal, peas, salt. '1'he ration 
of bacon was one·third of a pound; of beef, one pound; of sirnp, six gallons to 
the 100 rations; of meal, one and one·fourth pound to the ration; of vinegar, 
when issned, one gallon to 100 rations; salt, three pounds to 100 rations; soap, 
two pounds to 100 rations. '1'he ration of the confederate soldier was the same. 
The ration was altered, I.think, on the 9th of August. The order 'was made 
then to issue of beef one·half pouud, of peas one·half pound, of meal one·half 
pound, or rice in lieu of peas, salt, soap and other things. Generally, while I 
was there, there was not any difference-not at first.. 

I can recollect several boards of' survey. rrhey always condemned rations 
there. Captain Wirz had nothing to do with commissary supplies there at all. 
He had to receive them after the 14th of July, I think. Once he made a re
monstrance in relation to them that I rememb.er. I received all my orders from 
my superior officer in the commissary department.', I issued those rations until 
July 14th to Captain R. B. Winder, quartermaster; after that time to Captain 
Wirz. The requisition from Captain Wirz to me was the ordinary provision 
return, known as form 13. Captain Wirz would generallyfurnish me with the 
number of'men only. Dra:wing every day, of course, there would be that num
'ber of rations; and the requisition was filled out by myself or clerks. I would
 
fill it out by my orders, and by knowing what I had on hand to issue. There
 
was a government regulation to fill Qut the quantity as I had it. I was very
 
much troubled with reference to transportation ·and getting the ration out; at
 
first to a great extent. In fact it took 'nearly all day, and very often quite all
 

. day, to get it out--I mean to haul it away from the' commissary building. rhe 
requisitions were generally made by Captain Wirz between 11 and 12 o'clock 
in the morning. There was not a great deal of difficulty in regard to getting 
the supplies from the sources from which I drew them. 1 was troubled very 
much for storage room, and could not accumulate a stock on hand. At first I ' 
occupied a room some 70 feet by 30, untiI'some time in July; after that Ioccu· 
pied a house, I sLippase 130 feet by 30. We would. generally. have on handno 
mOl'e supplies than two or three days' rations; W'e were issuing to about 36,000 
or 37,000 men. It was my endeavor to always have rations on hand 'for that 
number; I generally succeeded. The meat was generally very goood when I 
received it. I never had any trouble on the subject of obtaining it; if I could 
not obtain meat Lcould obtain sirup in lieu of it; I could not always obtain· 
fresh meat when I wanted it. There was not any corral there containing a 
large number of horses and mules cOllllected with my department, and I do not 
know what horses and mules the quartermaster had; if any corral had been 
there I think I would have knowlI it. 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ FROM ANDER80:'lVILLE IN THE SUMMER QF
 

1864.
 

It,hink Captain Wirz was sick-I know it, ill fact-in JulJ:",but how long.! 
cannot say; ·he was also sick in August. I was not there III September; In. 
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July, at the time I allude to, he was out of his head; at least it was so con
sidered. He was at his house at the time; I have no idea how long he was 
away from his post. Captain Wirz's quarters were three-fourths of a mile away 
fl'om mine, and in a direction which I never went; therefore, I very seldom saw 
him. I recollect Lieutenant Davis being on duty there. I cannot form any 
opinion as to how long he was there in command; I think, however, it was a· 
very short time. . 

SH.OOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUA RDS. 

I never knew or heard of any confederate soldier getting a furlough for shooting 
a Union prisoner. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

I never knew or heard of Oaptain Wirz shooting, kicking, or in any way 
injuring a Union prisoner while) was there. 

THE RATIONS. 

Orosg-examined byt1e JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I reported to Oolonel Persons, commanding the post at Andersonville. I was 

there from April until August; I left there sick on the 1st of August. Major 
Proctor was sent there to carryon the business in my name until the 21st of 
August, when I returned, I turning over to him what stock he bad. Then I 
went away again and reinained absent until the 10th of December, when I took 
charge of the commissary de,partment at AndersonvillE: again, relieving Major 
Proctor~ 'rhe rations were delivered either by myselfor by the issuing clerk 
to the commissary sergeant of tbe regiment. I had ·nothing to do with the de
livery of rations to tbe prisoners. Up to tbe 14th of July all the rations issued 
were delivered to R. B. Wipder, or to his sergeants for him" and they were left. 
subject to his control; aJter that time I issued them to Oaptain Wirz's sergeant, 
under his direction, of course; the sergeant was appointed by him. Oaptain 
Wirz had charge of the ratio!1s from that time, and beyond that I had no re
sponsibility whatever. I do not pretend to know whether the rations issued by 
me were actually delivered to the prisoners. I was not troubled so mucb about 
procuring rations as I was from obtaining. transportation and wanting storage 
room. 1 never was at any time so short that I could not issue tothe pris
oners. In three or four instances I issued rice instead of cornmeal; but I always 
made up the rations. I never found it necessary to diminish the rations, except 
by substituting ouething for another. I always had a plenty.to issue, and the 
only difficulty I h!td was in respect to storage and transportation. It was a 
general complaint, the transportation being short, but even then I was not obliged 
to withhold the rations from the prisoners; I 'could always substitute something 
in lieu of it. Until July J issued these rations for the prisCin on the return of 
R. B..Winder; after that time on the ret~ll'n of Oaptain Wirz, with the approval 
ofthe commandant oftbe post j that was Lieutenant Oolonel Persons, Colonel Gibbs 
and General Winder.'l'hese returns never called for double :rations ; two returns 
were made for the prison-one for the prison proper, calling' for a single ration 
for each prisoner of the post, not in the hospital, and the other being a return 
for extra duty men·. When prisoners were at work they received doqble rations. 
The returns showed so many persons on extra duty, and I issued the rations--I 
issued a single ration. My understanding was that the extra duty men were 
included in the return from the prison proper, and also in the extra return, and 
by that means they got double rations. In issuing these rations I supposed the 
returns to be correct; I had no other means of ascel'taining it except the ap
proval of the commandant of the plJst. I do not think that at time~.. l issued 
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rations to 36,000 prisoners-to about 33,000 for the prison proper. . I do not 
remember to how many for the hospital. I issued rations to Captain Winder 
and Captain Wirz by orders from the commissary general j R. B. Winder was 
at that time quartermaster I d::l not pretendjto say that there were no horses 
or mules kept there at all-I did not say any such· thing j I understand a corral 
to be a lot full of horaes; there wasil. place for horses there. I was asked 
whether there was a corral of horses itnd mules there. 'There was a place set 
apart there for horses and mules. 'Thcre w,ere horses and mules in it.· 

By COUNSEL: 
They were. generally known as the government stock, kept there for the use 

of the post. 'They were private horacs most of them. . I understood that Cap- , 
tain Winder employed his teams li'om private parties. 

By the COURT: 
I issued rations to the 'prisoncra day by day until March, 18\)5 j they were 

issued in the morning for that day. It was not in the same way I issued rations 
to the troopa; they were isaued for from one to seven days. I did not issue to 
prisoners in the same way because we had not rations enough to issue such a 
quantity at the time, nor had we a place to store them; I do not think I could 
have issued two days' rations. I generally got the requisition between 11 and 
12 o'clock in the morning. It very often took them unW sundown to get all 
the rations out; some of the rations might run into the next day. That was 
changed after a while, and we issued one day for ··the next day j but at first they 
drew day by day. 

Q. I want to know if it would not have been more humane to issue rations a
 
day in advance ? .
 

A. During. the latter portion of the. time they were issued one day for the
 
nex.t. I caurlot say how long before.the system was changed·""':probably a month
 
or more.
 

SHOOTING Oli. PRISONI<;RS BY THE GUARDS.· 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I was not familiar with the business goi~g on at Captain Wirz's headquarters, 

or at the headquartera of the commandant of the post. I would not know· any
thing about the granting of furloughs if there had been any granted. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

While I was there, prior to August, I was. not familiar with Captain Wirz's 
condnct. After that time I became more intimate and better acquainted with 
Captain Wirz. Up to August I knew very lit,tle about him j I visited Captain 
Wirz's house. I knew his family alld I occasionally called in passing by; I 

.cannot say that I placed myself on intimate relations with the family. 

,THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ FROM ANDERSONVILLE IN THE SUMMER OF 
1864. 

. I cannot say positively that the time Captain Wirz was ab,3ent sick, leaving 
Lieutenant Davis in command, was in July, 1864; I do not think I said it was 
in July. I said that Oaptain Wirz was sick in July, but I do not know what 
time Lieutenant Davis relieved him. Between the 1st and 21st of August I was 
there two or three times, but I did not assume any duty. I said that Captain 
Wirz was sick in his house, in July, aud out of h~s head; I a~ very confidelJt 
that it was in July. I do not know if that was the tiI?e that LlCutenal~t DaVIS 
was acting in his stead. I am not cei·tain if it was durmg a protracted SIckness. 
I do not know what was the occasion of Captain Wirz being out of his head. 
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MEDICAL TESTIMONY. 

OCTOBER 12, 18G5. 
Dr. JOH.\' C. BATES, re~alled for the defence: 
I wa~ at Ander30nville from the 22d'September, 1864, till the 26th March, 

]865. 
THE RATIONS. 

My impression is, :so far as J observed it, not paying any special attention to 
it, and not being an adept in measurement, that the storehous6 was 150 
or 200 feet long, 30 feet wide and 8, feet b~am, perhaps. At least one-third 

_of it was occupied by quartermasters' offices. Perhaps 75 01' 80 feet were appro
priated for the main storehouse. I never saw the storehouse one-third fhll, 
neither did I ever see it empty. 

TREATMENT OF THE SICK: 

I may say that we had no me'dicines. We were not permitted to prescribe 
regularly, only by numbers, and they were decoctions of indigenous herbs and 
bark. 'i'hey were numbered. For a 8corbuta case we would order specific No. 
14 or 24, as the case might be. I do not know of sick or wounded prisoners 
being brought to the hospital from other places than the stockade. I have seen 
some few prisoners arrive at Andersonville who were sick or wounded. Some 
of the men had been reduced, some ragged, SOllle sick, and in fact some dead or 
dying, when they carne there., I did not see many, however, in that condition, as 
I was not much about the depot or headquarters. ' 

I saw BOrne few instances of neglect on the part of the nurses. I stated before, 
when I was on the stand, that in making Qut my morning reports I would make 
my calculation for the amount of commissary supplies; that there was a suffi~ 

ciency. Nevertheless, I negatived that by ,saying that I was not sure they got 
it. On on'e occasion I detected fourteen loaves of bread that were being kept 
f~om the pril?Qners. It was what was known as Father Whelan's bread, which 
he had placed under my directipn. Two men named Delaney and Hennesey 
had been selected by Father Whelan to distribute the bread. 'They appropd
·ated on one occasion fourteen loaves. It was in the spring of 1865, and I was 
officer· of the day. I went to every wardmaster and inquired the number of 
loaves he had for his ward. I then went to the head distributor andfound out 
the number of loaves issued to, each ward, and the returns corresponded. 
'" Now," said 1 to Delaney /lnd Hennesey, " I have the returns from'headquar-. 
tel'S and I find there are fourteen loaves missing. 'I'hose loaves must be' 
accounted for. You call1lo.t wrong the patients out of their rations in that way; 
I will step out for a moment, and the loaves must be produced." I absented 
myself for a moment, and when I came back the fourteen loaves were produced 
alid were distributed among tIle sick. I reprimanded one of the litter-bearers 
one morning, and he promised to do better in the future. Next morning I found 
that there had been a deadman lying in front of his tent for twenty.eight 01' 
thirty hours. I sent for the head of the litter.bearing squad and told him that 
this was the secorrd time in which'I found a neglect of duty on his part, and 
that I could not tolerate it any longer. I said, "I do not want to send you into 
stockade, but you must go up the gat.e and mark time for thirty minutes ~' 
That was the only plwishment inflicted upon him for suffering that dead body 
to .lie there for thirty hours. . 

I was' some time on duty in the fifth division of the stockade. That was the 
best division at Andersonville. It was under the immediate charge and care of 
Dr. Mudd, a 'very efficient officer. I strove heartily to get with him, believing 
him to be a milD with whom I could work. He had the best hospital there ana 
made the best provision for his men. I did,not see any other division in the 
stockade; only the one.' '. , 
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VACCINATION. 

Q. What would you say as to the scorbutic condition. of prisoners in reference 
to the effect of vaccination upon them 1 . . 

A. When r ~aw thcm first in'September, 1864. their .condition was such as 
to cause me to reBect much professionally as to whether I should vaccinate 
under these circumstances. Vaccination virus is a poi~o~ even on the normal 
system. The insertion of it sometimes in the normal system produces danger
ous and deleterious effects. It is a poison at best. LJonsidering the depravities 
of scorbutic disease in the system of' those prisoners, the slightest abrasion of 
skin producing gangrene. even without the insertion of vii·us,·r Ahould have 
considered vaccination· very dangerous. That is but a laconic view of my 
professional opinion in reference to, the men there and vaccination. My atten
tion was called one morning to a young gentleman who had been sleeping with 
his comrade. His comrade tlu;owing his arm back, struck him with his elbow 
on the cheek, bringing his cheek hetween the elbow and his own teeth, breaking 
the skin inside. luthree hours gragrene was active, and in three days the man 
was dead. After getting the wound he could not masticate or swallow. :J,'hat 
is apretty fair iudication of the condition of' tIle prisoners: '1'here were some 
two huudred and forty~eight or two hundred and fifLy men d'etailed as nurses ill 
the hospital. 'rhey were well m'en, calculated to perform that duty. But as' 
to the men generally brought there as patients, that was a pretty good index as 
to their condition.. 

TRA1}(:'JG BETWEEN THE CONFEDERA.TE TROOPS AND THE PRISONE,RS. 

I have seen some trading between the confederates and Union prisoners; it 
was a notorious fact. They traded pretty much all the time when they had any- . 
thing to trade; clothing, something to eat, &c. . 

CAPTAIN WIHZ AFFORDS FATHER WHELA:'II' RVERY FACILITY IN viSITING THE 

PRBONERS ANn RELIEVING THEIR· WANTS. 

In the fall of 1864 Father Whelan came to me and asked me if my na,me 
was Dr. Bates. r said "Yes." Said he, "You, are the man I want; I wantyqu 
to have Hennesey and Delaney appointed for the distributio,n of the bread. I 

.have bought 10,000 poundsof flour, and I will put it in the hands of Captain 
Wirz, and I want yon to see to the proper distribution of it" I told him I would 
do so whenever I hadan oppo.rtunity.· 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAIN wrnz FROM AN.DERSONVILLB IN THE' SUMMER OF 

1864. 

I do not know anything about the sickness of Captain\Vil'z or his absence. 
I think that when I saw him in September, he was poorly; he looked feeble. 

'1'111.: SUPPLY OF VEGETABLES NEAR ANDBRSONVlLLE. 

'1'he country around about Andersonville was a very poverty-stricken section
 
in my estimation. It would take eight or ton acres to raise. a bale of 'cotton,
 
and r suppose that it would not produce more than four or five bushels to the
 
acre.
 

TilE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

. I never heard of Captain Wirz shooting, beating, kicking, or otherwise mal
treating Union prisoners while r was at Andersonville. .' 
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SHOOTIl'1G OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARD. 

I never knew of any confederate soldier getting afurlough for shooting a 
Union prisoner. 

'Crafs-examined by the ASSIl;TANT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I only know about the granting of fu'rloughs so far as I myself was concerned. 

I would not know anything about Captain Wirz granting furloughs if he did so ; 
I never interested niyself ~bout any other furloughs than my own: 

THE ABSENCE OF CAPTAI:X WIRZ FROM ANDERSOi\'\'ILLE IN THE SUMMER 
OF 1864. 

Captain Wirz was never absent from duty when he was sick, to my know
ledge. 

Q. YO!I spoke of Captain Wirz looking feeble at. one time ; for how long a 
time was that his appearance 1 

A. Well, sir, I did not sec him for some time after that. I did not make it 
an object to go oyer. I saw him occasionaily after that, and he looked better, 
Captain Wirz I suppose began to impro'-e perhaps in Oct.ober; I did not see 
him very often. I do not know whether he was ever released from duty be
cause he was sick; I never saw anything to indicate that 

A COMPARISON BETWEEN ANDERSONVILLB AND OTHER REBEL PRISONS. 

By COUNSEL: 
I was connected with two other prisons than at Andersonville; one at Macon 

and the. other at Petersburg. . 
Q. What was the condition ,of those prisons as compared w'ithAndersou

ville '? . 
A. I am a little touchy. on that subject; it is. a vital point with me, and I 

want you to make proper allowaace if I should say anything which might be 
, considered rash or exaggerated. Comparing the Macon prison with that at An
dersonville, I would pl'efer Andersonville at t,he time I was in it. . 

We had very coarse corn-bread, with .....atered sorghl1m, once in 36 hours 
at JUacou, and were very lousy. 

By the ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

. I was arrested on the 16th ot August, 1864. I was imprisoned on the even
ing of the 16th, marched the next morning for Pctei·sburg. When I had this 
coarse corn-bread and sorghum I was a prisoner of war. I do not know now, 
by whose authority I was imprisoned, but I propose to find that out before I go 
back. A rebel lieutenant arrested me. I was released on a writ of lUibeas 
corpus issued by Judge Johns of Petersburg. ldid ~lOt enter the rebel service 
after I was r,eleased. I did not theu commence the practice of medicine in the 
hospital. I was released on the 6th of September, and reported to Dr. Stout 
that I was happy to inform him that Dr. Bates was all he ever pretended to be, 
and that as an act of justice he lJad to treat· me as a gentleman. He said he 
would do it. I wasil! the city hall hospital at Macon when I was an'est.ed. I 
llad gone there at the solicit.ation of DI;. Green to help him attend to a number 
of confederate sick who were in that department.; whellsummoned there I was 
practicing medicine at home as a private physician. . 

Speaking of the rations at Macon, I speak of those issued to myself and 
other prisoners; we eat out of a sort of hog-pen. 'l'he other prisoners were 
confederate prisoners: Some of them llad ball and chain on. I do not know 
for what they were confined. Some of them claimed to be one thing and 'some 
another. Some had uniforms on, and some were iIi citizen's dress. I wore cit
izen's dress. 
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THi,; SUPPI,Y OF VEGETABLl<;S NEAR ANDERSONVILLE. 

Q. When you say that it was a poverty-stricken conntryabout Anderson. 
ville, what extent of country do_ yon mean to take in ? . 

A. One way fom hundred yards-as fuas I ever went-and another way 
half a mile, and then to Americus and up toJHacon. My krtowledge of the 
country is limited to that area. I never travelled out in the country; I do not 
think I was a mile from the depot in the country while I was at Andersonville. 

By the OOURT : 

Q. You sIJeak of the country from Andersonville to Macon as being· poor; 
do you mean the whole of that route? 

A. I speak directly of the poverty-stricken locality of Andersonville. 
Q. Did yon not speak of the whole route as far as Macon? 
A. If I was so understood I did not mean it. 
Q. Would not that be considered a very rich country? - __ 
A. I do not know very much about that; I never took any particular notice. 

I have understood that southwestern Georgia was considered ·the garden-spot of 
the south, but I am not well acquainted with it except by stage .a~ld railroad 
travel, to a limited extent. I cannot give an intelligent opinion on that point. 

TREATMENT OF THE SICK. 

By the ASSISTA:'IT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
The prime ca~seof the poisonous atmosphere in the hospital was the crowded 

condition of the patients, and their filthy'condition inconsequence, and the ver
min, offal and filthiness generally which would accumulate where men were con
fineu, not able to help or do for themselves, without the means at hand for 
cleanliness. 'l'he boxes used by the men all through the hospital were not very 
well attended to unless there was an officer of the day there to see to it. Every
thing was calculated to produce a disease-creating agency.. I mean to say that 
this poisonous atmosphere was produced by the condition of the prison and the 
hospital, in regard to the numbers and the treatment which the prisoners received 
there; I think also the deficiency of medicines-they had no medicines. Doc

. tor Roy, when he was in charge of the hospital, made his requisition for medi
cines and sent it to Doctor Clayton, who would do the best he could; and the 
-hest was but poor. Sometimes we could get some medicines, I think, from 
Macon; at other times, requisitions would be made on Oolumbus ; I think that 
Doctor Gilliard went to Oolumbus on one occasion. 

Q. How many requisitions did you ever know of your own knowledge to be 
fillp-d out which were not supplied? 

A. ~cannot say; I gave myself no trouble about that, knowing that when 
anything could be done he would have. it dorie. He had a private medicine 
chest, and when we could not do any better we would go to that, but that sup
ply was not allowed to be wasted by anybody. When he had medicines I kriew 
that we could get them. 

Q. Was, it indispensable that medicines should be provided for th e improve
ment of the condition of thG prisoners; were the diseases most prevalent there 
protracted by reason of the deficiency of food furnished, or the non-supply of 
medicines? . 

A. I ean give yon an idea on that subject by quoting a report which I made, 
. that if they would give proper diet and cleanliness and room I would make no 
furthe.rrequisitions for medicine. I said that in the fall of 1864, and I repeat it 
now. - > 

. Wlwn I first 'went to Andersonville I went on to prescribe,_ as I-always had 
done, but I was told· by the steward, "No, here arc the numbers by which you 
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must go." r asked Dr. Shepherd about it. He said that they had not medi
cines, and that their formulas were made up of indigenous remedies; that by 
these numbers it ',:as easier to prescribe; that there were sometimes 80, some

"times 150, and sometimes 200 cases to prescribe for, and this means was adopted 
in order to facilitate matters. I recollect that in some special cases I made 
requisitions which never were filled; they could not fill them. I would go out

, side the numbers when I wanted to treat some specific case in a particular way, 
but I could not get the medicines. 

Instances of misappropriation of bread and other articles of food by the hos
pital attendants occurred on a small scale several times. I am going to give 
you some impressions, which you are to receive as suoh. My impression was 
that these things were managed so dexterously and with a sor~ of sleight of 
hand, that they could not be detected readily. I therefore, myself, organized in 
the hospital a secret police of 23 menibers, Charles Williams, of New Jersey, 
being at the head of it, to pro'tect sick men 'against the ravage'1 of some who 
were in the hospital, who woult! cut ten,ts, run their hands tbrough, and appro
priate clothing and eatables. This will, pel'haps, give you an idea as to how 
things ,were condncted in the hospitaL They would' steal from each other. They 
would steal anything they could trade, and sometimes ·they would steal things 
the utility of which to them could not be seen, wllich they could not apply to 
their benefit. I suppose their necessities would drive th8m to that strait-the 

,deficiency of the rations. 'That is what I thought then. I have had no reason 
since to change my impression. I wish the court to understand that Dr. Clay
ton and Dr. Roy were two men who did their duty. When thev came in charge, 
the hospital then reached' such acondition that I was able to r~port for one day 
not a death in the hospital. '1'he condition of things began to improve on the 
very first day of January, 1865. I do not remember that I ever made a sng
gestion in my morning report that Dr. Clayton and Dr. Roy did not take notice 
of. , Prior to that time I could not say that my reports were ever read. ' 

I saw only a few sick or wounded who came to Andersonville ·among the pris
oners. I was not at headquarters, only 'casually. I think it was in. the fall of 
1R64 that those sick 01' wounded prisoners arrived; I could not say positively. 
I believe one day I saw 20 set apart there. I was called upon to help Dr. Mudd 
and some othe1: physicians to make a division 01' discrimination. ,We set apart 
on that occasion perhaps 20, 01' more. I cannot say whether they were recent 
captures, or were prisoners from other prisons. A good many, of those prisoners 
had the general appearance of those in .the stockade and hospital, so far as 
clothing was concerned. I saw one or two small bodies of prisoners lying there 
tnat were better cared for, and looked like healLhy men. 

Q. Were those who were thus emaciated, and looked like those in the stock
ade, 'the smaller portion of those who arrived 1 . ' 

A. On thi~ occasion I do not know how many arrived; three or four hundred, 
perhaps more, perhaps less.. They looked as if they .nightbe full brothers of 
the prisoners confined in the stockade. ' 

Q: To what class ofprisonel's did you refer when you said that yonsaw some few 
arrive there who were reduced, and some who were dying, and some who where 
dead? 

A. I think that one of the men out of the number I srieak of when we were dis
criminating among the prisoners, died on the grouild whire we were separating 
them. 

Q. Was that the only instance that you ever s'aw so far as you remember? 
A. I have seen sick men" carried, when they were in' blankets, out of the 

prison, when they were about to leave there; and I have seen some few arrive, 
but I do not recollect distinctly any but this larger number which I was engaged 
in discriminati1,lg. There might have been more j I am not positive on this 
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'point. As I told yo.u·, I never .cared to be about headquarters at all. My 
duty was among the sICk, and I did not feel at home unless I. was there. 

CAPTAI:"l WIRZ AFFORDS FATH8n WHELAN EVERY FACILITY IN VISITING THE 
PRISO:VS AND RELIEVI~G THEIR WANTS. 

By the COURT: 
'l'he vaccination took place prior to my going there. which was on the 22d of 

,September. I never 'saw anybody vaccinated at Andersonville. , 
Q. Was the condition of the prisoners generally such that a medical ~nan. 

might reasonably anticipate that death would, be the result of vaccination, and 
therefore decline to vaccinate 1 

A. I will explain the matter, as well as I can, for the satisfaction of the court. 
'1'he .men, as I have stated, were in an extremely emaciated condition, worn 
down and cadaverous, aUfl their scorbutic condition was such that they had not 
vitality enough to resist even the influence of a scratch upon the skin without 
its taking on gangrene. Looking at the condition of these men, and the pecu· 
liar susceptibility of their systems under their rednctions, it became a serious 
question with me, as a professional man, whether I would have vaccinated men 
in that condition. 

Q. Have you ever answered that question in your own mind 1 
A. Yes, sir.
 

. Q. What was the result 1
 
A. I will state it. The vaccine virus is a poison direct, so far as it goes. 

The small-pox matter is a more direct poison. If those men took small.pox in 
, their reduced condition it was certain death.' If 'by vaccination I could have 
saved one m'an in ten, or one man in 50, or one man in 100, it would have been 

, ip.y professional duty to have vaccinated. ' 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
Q'.Did I ~nderstand you to say that you would not vaccinate ~nder the cir

ctitnstances yon have described unless small-pox was certain in that individual 
case if you did not vaccinate 1 

A. No, sir; I would notvaccillate unless I had very serious apprehension of 
the spread of small-pox. If I had the liberty of setting up a different' hospital 
and getting the, small-pox patients all out, I would then weigh the 'matter before 
vaccinating. 

" By the CaVitT: 
During- the', time I was at Andersonville there was no ground for such an 

.apprehension, 
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By OOUNSEL: 
There was no vaccination at Andersonville during the tim.e I was there; it 

was all previous to' my going there. I understood there had been some small
pox at Andersonville. I occupied as my quarters a house which had been occu
pied by the small-pox nurses. I know nothing about the extent to which the 
small-pox prevailed; I have visited the small-pox grave-yard frequently. 

Before closing my testimony I desire to make a single remark to rectify some 
influences which have been made in reference to myself. It has been claimed 
on the one hand that I am 11ere as a witness against Captain Wirz, and on the 
other hand that I am a witness for him. I wish 'simply to say that I am here 
to tell the truth, and I have done it regardless of consequences. 

OCTOBER 12, 1865. 
Major GEORGE L. PROCTOR, for the defence: 
I reside in Barron county, Ke!1tucky. During the last two years I have been 

a major and commissary ofsubsistence ; I was·'at Andersonville a portion of the 
time. I was on duty at Andersonville from, I tbink, about the 21st of August 
till the last of November, 1864. I, however, was ordered there by General Oobb, 
I think, about the 6th of August, and I temporarily took charge of the commis
sary department there during the sickness of Captain Armstrong. On the 21st 
I was ordered to take charge pe"manently by the district commissary, and was 
relieved again on the 1st of December by Captain Armstrong. I succeeded J. 
W. Armstrong, the. witness on the stand a while ago, 

THR RATIONS. 

I received my orders relative to the issue of commissary storcs from the 
district commissary and from the commandant of the P9st; I was under his order. 
General Winder was commander of the post while I was at Andersonville. 
Captain Wirz had no command Qr authority over me in any way; he was not 
in command of the prison when I first went on duty there; Lieutenant Davis 

.was in command. All I know about Oaptain Wirz's absence or sickness is that 
he was absent during. August, perhaps until the latter part of AUgl1st. Lieu
tenant Davis made the requisitions for the commissary during that time. 

Q. Did Lieutenant Davis issue the requisition8 in the sari:J.e capacity and for
 
the same purposes that'Oaptain Wirz did after he came back 1 ,
 

A. I presume so; Lieutenant Davis made the requisition for the number of ' 
prisoners-the daily requisitions which were approved by the commandant of 
the post. I would'not lJ,ave issued the rations on auy requisition which was not 
approved by the commandant;, that was not the custom. 'fhe requisitio'n for 
the hospital carne from the surgeon in charge; Oaptain 'Virz had nothing to do 
with them; they were approved likewise by the commanilant of the post. When 
I went to Andersonville there seemed to be a great deficienc,yof teams for 
getting supplies into the prison. I ap?lied to the quartermastel' for teams and 
he did not furnish them to me. I then went to the commandant of the post, 
General Winder, and said that if he did not furnish the teams 01' have it done 
I would not stay there; that I was only on duty there temporarily, and that I 
would not remain at the post unless I got proper facilities. He made requisi
tions upon the quartermaster to furnish'me with teams. I was furnished with 
eight teams, with which I was able to get along. The provisions then went in 
earlier in the day; up to that time they had been all day and probably until 
night getting in. There were at A.ndersonville some lots in which horses were 
kept; I cannot say how many. Thei:e was a deficiency of te:ams and stock 
there when I went there; that is about all I can tell you. Some of the horses 
belonged to officers of the post, I believe. I did not have a hOl'se mjself nor. 
eould Iget one on all occasions wh~n I wanted it. .. ' 
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THE HOSPITAL FUND. 

WhenI went to Andersonville first the hospital fund I think was paid up
all that was required. I think that in the month, perhaps, of September, the 
surgeon in charge made known that he was ordered by the Burgeon general at 
Richinond to receive all the fuuds that had accrued in the Union hospital. For 
September, October, and November, the montlls I wasthere, the hospital fund, 
was deficient some $80,000 or $100,000, perllaps, per month. I made applica
tion to the district commissary for funds. He furnished all he had, which was 
paid over to the surgeon in charge. . 

Q. Do you know anything about the quartermasters' department being defi
cient in' that way, or not paying requisitions 1 

A. I do not know except that they did not pay me any money; I never got 
anything. . 

Q. You made reqnisitiolls on them 1 
A. I made applications ; they said they had no money. 

THE CHARGES OF MURUER AGA1~ST WIRZ. 

, While I was at Andersonville I never kllew or heard of Oaptain Wirz shooting 
or in any way·killing a man, , . 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I never knew or heard of it confederate soldier getting a furlouglJ for shoot,ing 
a Union prisoner; I knew nothing outside of my department, and I heard nothing 
of it. 

THE RATIONS. 

'Oross-examined by the ASSISTANT 'JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
This deficiency of teams. was supplied, I ·think, in 'about ten days or two 

weeks; it was supplied the first time I spoke to General Winder about it; that 
was the condition of my remaining there. I did not see Oaptain Wirz after I 
went to Andersonville until the last of August; I had been there probably 25 
or 30 days. I saw Oaptain Wirz frequently the latter part of the time I was at 

.Andersonville; he would come occasionally into the commissary department. I 
saw Oaptain Wirz very seldom except when he came to·my quarters. In the 
latter part of November Oaptain Wirz's office was removed nearer to the com
missary building, and I think I was there some two or three times; prior to that 
I never went to his headquarters. , ' 

Q. Yon did not know, when you did not see him,' whether he was sick or 
well? " 

A. I know that during the time Davis drew the requisitions-
Q. But you do not know where Oaptain Wirz was except hy what was told
 

'you? '
 
A. He was sick. I had occasion to go to the butcher, a.: Mr. Boss, who herded 

the stock; that was during the month of August. Oaptain Wirz was living at 
Boss's house, I think. He was in the house sick at the time I went there; that 
was the only time I saw him uutil he came into the commissary department the 
latter part ot' August to draw provisions; I think it was the latter part of August 
or the first of September. I very seldom saw Oaptain Wirz except occas!onally 
in,passing. 

Q. You do not pretend t<;o know his physical condition one day or one week;
 
after that?, '
 

A. I know nothing very well outside of my department. 'rhe abuses were 
, very heavy while .I was there. The commissary department of the post there 

issued rations to everybody. I acted as post commissary., I knew nothing about 
the requisitions except as they were presented to me; they were approved at 
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the headquarters of General Winder. A clerk took the requisitions up, as soon 
as they came' to the office, to headquarters and.had them approved; when they. 
cameto me t.hey were not approved; I sent them up and had them approved; that 
was the custom. "Ve issued a day ahead. We anticipated in order to have the 
cooking go on, and "we either made up or deducted the difference the next day, 
The first requisitions came from Lieutenant Davis; after Captain Wirz got well 

•	 he took charge again. Captaih Wirz was in command some time during Sep
tember, I think. He sent his requisitions the same as Davis did, and they were 
approved' the same way. It was the cus.tom after they were brought in each 
day to send them up to General Winder, and when they had his approval I, 
issued the rations on them. 'l'he requisitions were nev.er, to my recollection, 
changed or disapproved at General Winder's headquarters. 

By the COURT: 
Q. You Rtated that sometimes it was night before the Union prisoners got 

their daily food; did that oc«m' with the cO'nfederate troops? 
A. They were all 011 the same footing as regards requisitions. ' The rations 

were all turned over to the quartermaster sergeant. 
Q. Were the confederate troops ever kept until night without receiving theil' 

daily rations ' , . 
A. I think not, because they were fewer in number, and they had. a wagon 

:lllotted to them alone when I went there. 'rhe confederate troops did not 
always get their supplies, before any supplies 'were issued to the prisoners; for 
they commenced issuing out of the commissary building for the prison early in 
the morning and it was continued all day under the' misera ble system of wagons. 
We commenced as soon as we were up iii the morning and by 11 o'clock the 
rations were all out of the commissary building; further than that I cannot 
speak. The c()nfederate troops drew rations for several days at a time. From 
three to five or seven days as t~e case might be ; we could not have issued more 
than one day's rations for the prisoners. There was no place to put them. 

Q. Could they not have been plficed in the cook-house 1 
A., When I went there' the cook-house was very ,inadequate. 'rhere were 

-Dnly two ovens there, as I understood; I 'had eighteen or twenty placed 
there. I think it likely a building could have been erected for. the purpose. 
When the requisition came baek from 'General Winder approved, I turned the' 
l:ation over to the quartermaster sergeant whose place it was to take charge of 
it. 'l'he qnartermaster was responsible f01; the ratiollS. This quartermaster 
sergeant who went with them to the cook-house with· the wagons had charge 
of the rations. I had nothing to do with the qnartermas.ter sergeant; he was 
sent there by the commandant of the post to receive the l'ations. -r think Captain 
Wirz was not responsible for the rations. The commandant of the post sent a 
man to receive the rations and they were issued to his order; they were turneq 
over to him in 'bulk, and they were issued in compliance with the orders of 

. General Winder, the c'ommandant of the post. I think Captain Wirz had' 
nothing to do with the rations; I do not know. His requisitions came to me, 
and J .issued them to be turned aver to the qtiarte~master. 

Q. When you speak of their being turned over to the quartermaster you do 
not mean a commissioned officer 1 . 

A. It was a ~ergeant. 
Q. Is. it not strange'that a sergeant should be responsible for the rations in 

that way ? 
. A. About that I complained myself, and a lieutenant belonging to the Georgia 
reserves, named James Allman, was placed there 'by order of General Winder, 
and. he looked after those rations. He was a mere. agent, of the cOIDlI)andant. 
according to my understanding. After the rations' were in Lieutenant Allman's 
hands I do not know tbatanybody had the. power t~ suspend the issues; no 
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such suspension took place while I was at Andersonville. My books did not 
show that any such suspension h,ad taken place at any time; I never suspended, 
a· day. Occasionally we were a little hard run, but we would bOlTOW for a day. 
I had not the books of my predecessor; he had his own papers ; he had not a 
commissary book; I had a commissary book, which is in Atlanta now I presume, 
it record of all my transactions there. It was usual at all posts to keep a post 
record, but it h'ld'uot been donethere. 

THE HOSPITAL FU:VD. 

By the ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
, Q. Do you know anything about tbe funds in the quartermasters'department, 

except as the re~lllt of your application, on your own persol)al behalf: at that 
post 1 

A; No, sir; only from hearsay. I know nothing about the .hospital fuud . 
prior to the 21 st ot' August; I had nothing to do with it pi'evious to, that 
time. 

Q. Then when yonsuid that it was paid up to that time, you simply rely6n 
what other peopl0 told. you 1 

A. I was aeting for Captain Armstrong some fifteen days temporarily; in 
the settlements which he made.with Dr. White I think he paid all the \'equisitions 
upon him, That was my impression; ~ derived that knowledge officially. . 

Q. After that time you say there was a deficiency of $80/00001"$100,000 
per month 1 , 

A. Yes, sir; that was not paid; all' the funds I could get from the district 
commissary were appropriated to that hospital. I think that for September this 
fimd amounted to about $15,000; it was all appropriated. In October it was' 
perhaps $20,000; in November there was a larger sum paid; I think it was 
in the neighborhood of $30,000 or $35,000, perhaps as high as $40,000. ()f 
the amount I received, $40,000 was appropriated to that hospital, and the balance 
for .incidental purposes. 

By the COURT: 
Q. This $50,000 or $60,000 which you speak of as having be~n turned over 

to the medical department; do you know how it was expended for the benefit 
of the prisoners? 

A. I do not. 
Q; You do. not know that medical funds are never turned over to the surgeon, 

but remaiu in thp, hands of ·the commissary who purchases on the requi-' 
sition 1 

A. I know that it is the cllstom in Ollr department to turn over to the order 
. ofthe surgeon in charge of a hospital the money itself, and he makesoubi 
requisition and we fill those re'quisitions and return· them in our monthly returns; 
That was the custom in every confederate .hospital throughout the whole south,.....:. 
the universal custom. The hospital fund was turned over to the surgeon, and 
he drew on them. The surgeon's requisition was drawn u[Jon the commissai'y: 
The commissary was the custodian of the funds; he turned them over upoJ+ ' 
requisition of the surgeon . 

. LETTER OF CAPTAIN WIIlZ Af?KING THAT THE WOOD GUARD BE INCREASED; 

, Upon the meeting of the court on the 13th of October, ~ounse1 for the 'accused. 
read to the court and put in evidence a letter from the prisoner's letter book;" of 
which tbe,foUowingis a copy: " " " 
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HEADQUARTERS CONFEDERATE STATES MILITARY PRISON, 
Camp Sumter, Georgia, January 29, 1865. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to request that the guard detailed daily for the purpose 
of escorting prisoners to the woods to procure fuel be increased froin 25 to 60 men, (guard,) 
as the form"r number cannot do the duty required. . 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedl~nt servant, 
H. WIRZ, 

Captain Commanding Prison. 
Lieutenant L. B. THOMAS. 

Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 

OCTOBER 13, 1865,. 

BENJAMIN F. DILLEY, fo~ the defence: 
I reside in Allentown, Pennsylvania. I was in the service of the United 

States service for three years and seven months, in company F, 54th Penn
sylvania. I was taken prisoner on the 2d of February, 1864; I was carried to 
Belle Island, Richmond. I remained there until the 16th of March, 1864; I 
was then taken to Andersonville,; I was there one year. I went there on the 
23d of March, 1864, and came away on tbe 23d of March, 1865. I was in the 
stockade at Andersonville for ,three weeks. I was allowed to go in and out of 
the stockade until August. I was 'detailed as a clerk 'at t,be headquarters of 
Oaptain Wirz; I was admitting clerk. Whfln prisoners were brought there I 
took their names and descriptive rolls. I went into the stockade with Oaptain 
Wirzalso. If any man was missing in a detachment on the soutb side, I went 
to see after bim. If any of the men had symptoms of small-pox I sent them 
to the gate to go to the small-pox hospital. I was wardmaster iu the hospital 
from August. I took charge of 150-odd men, and 20 nurses, more or less, in the 
hospital. I was connected with Oaptain Wirz's headquarters from the latter 
part of April to the latter part of August. I was connected with the hospital 
department from the latter part of August till the 23d of March, 1865. 

TRADING; BETWEEN THE CONFEDERATE TROOPS A:-I'D THE PRISONERS. 

Every man traded wbo bad, means. Hams, fresh pork, bacon, flour, meal 
peanuts, sweet potatoes, white potatoes, thread and needIeR, cigars, tobacco, and 
anything of that kind were traded in. That was going 011 both inside and out
side. Articles were boug-ht outside and taken into the stockade. I know about 
trading over the stockade between prisoners and rebels; prisoners would walk 
iIp to the dead-line and ask some of tbe guards if he had anything to trade; if 
he bad he would show it, and the prisoner would throw up the money on the 
end of a string and the guard would let down the article.. I know som~thing. 
about trading in articles coming from the cook-house. Our men would trade the 
hams that came to the cook-house-trade them to the slaves for onions, vegetables, 
flour, and for anything that they could sell in the stockade. I saw trade going 
on in clothing. I have seen our men trade clothing off; ,the clothing taken from' 
dead men was traded with the guards; our own men would take the clothing 
offtbe dead men; inside the hospital. Oaptain Wirz gave orders thllt if he 
caught any rebels wearing oUl' uniform he would have him court-martialed; 
those were his words. He said it had been done at Belle Island, but it should 
not be done at Anderso)Jville. 

CONDITIO.\' OF THE WATIHt. 
, 

'1'here were a number of 8mall wells inside the stockade while I was there
there were no large6nes while I was in tbe stockade. I suppose there were 75 
or 100 on the south side. The number increased. but the men who owned the 
wells would not· allow their comrades to drink fr~m them. Very good water 
was in the wells, better water than we had outside. That water.would HoL supply 
more tban one-fifth the wants of the stockade, I suppose. Ijudge the wells would 
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supply all the water that was wanted to drink; we also go twater from the creek 
that ran through the stockade. The creek water when I was inside the stockade 
was very .bad, excepting some portions ofit~the upper end of it, and even there 
the water was bad; the water was good enough except for the grease on it tllat 
came from the cook-house. Wirz ordered us, (the clerks,) "If you find any man 
washing' in that creek, let him be a Yankee or a confederate, I want you to 
knock him down and I will back you in it." Oaptain Wirz intended to dam 
up one-third of it for drinking water and cooking, one-third below that for 
washing and bathing, and the third below that for the sink. He had made that 
arrangement, but he could. not get the touls; he was. deficient in everything, in 
fact. He could not get the lumber. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

I never heard of such a thing as a prisoner being shot in the stockade; there 
was an alarm there one night. I never knew or heard of Oaptain Wirz giving 
a furlough to confederate soldiers for shooting Union prisoners; I never heard 
of anything of that kind. I neve.r heard it mentioned at Andersonville. While 
I was there my desk was within two feet of his-about the same as these two 
Jesks here-all the time. 

Q. Would it have been possible for any furlough of that kind to be given 
without your knowing it? 

A. Oh, it could be done, of course. I do not think it could be done without 
our knowing it. I do not think Oaptain Wirz had authority to give a 30 days' 
furlough. He gave furloughs for eight days, when the colonel commana.ing the 
post was absent. It Was about harvest time, and the men wanted to go home 
and attend to their grain when these furloughs were given. There was not any 
other time that I know of that furloughs were given by Oaptain Wirz. I never 
heard tell of such a thing as a furlough being given for shuoting a Union pris
oncr. 

CONDITION OF THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

Oaptain Wirz made an effort to impress ·500 slaves to enlarge the stockade 
He could not get the slaves, and he sent to Richmond for orders in regard to it ; 
he also sent into the stockade for men-the men refused to come out. '1'he excuse 
was that they would compromise themselves in the eyes of their government. 
The sick men could not do it, and the well men refused to do it; .at last they 
got some men out-some 150. I understood 'that Uaptain Wirz's orders were 
to place the meu three deep if they did not come out. He placed so many men in. 
the stockade that they were forced to come out at last. He made a number of 
requisitions for axes. At last he got two or three boxes-a very inferior article, 
painted over with black paint. He did not succeed in getting what he wanted 
to do that work; not more than one axe out of six would cut wood. Picks. 
spades, and everything of that sort were very short. 'The confederate s'lldiers 
borrowed our axes to cut wood with. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

The prisoner called "Frenchy," who was brought back by dogs, was not 
seriously hurt; he was merely scratched; he laughed over it himself. I think 
he said he gave Wirz a good tramp after him. One of our men attended to him. 
He was not what I would call seriously wounded, and he did not die. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

Q. What do you know about boxes coming from Richmond to the prisoners? 
A, We were ordered to find the addresses of the men to whom they were sent, 

and the boxes were sent iu to them-to the stockade. All the boxes left were 
H. Ex. Doc. 23--43 
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turned over to the hospital fund. A good many men had died. The boxes 
were sent to Belle island in the first place. I suppose four-fifths of the Belle 
island men died at Andersonvi11e. The boxes of the men who died were turned 
over to the hospital. These boxes were robbed in the commissary-a little 
building used for the hospital-before Captain Wirz would get down to the office 
in the morning, by his serg'cants, and some 16 other men outside. They would 
go into the commissary and take what they wanted in the morning before Cap
tain Wirzgot down there. (To the court.) 'What I call the commissary was a 
small hospital commissary storehonse, where they kept these boxes. It was not 
the post commissary, but the building where they kept the extra rations. 
These boxes of goods were considered extra rations. The building was con
nected with the hospital, but was not in the hospital enclosure. It was about 
50 yards outside of Captain Wirz's office. 

THE RATIONS. 

Captain Wirz said that that rice and corn-meal were n<lt fit for niggers; that 
he would not feed his slaves on them, and that the man who sent that corn-meal 
to Andersonville should be court-martialed-that he was robbing the confeder
ate government. I do not know anything about the conduct of cooks in the 
cook-house in reference to rations, more than that they traded the rations off to 
the slaves for vegetables. Captain Wirz's detectives found filteen bags of hams 
and bacon in the woods. The slaves were men whom I saw working around on 
the fortifications. There were some 500 slaves working on the fortifications at 
Andersonville. 

THE ABSE:-JCE OF CAPTAIN WIRZ FROM ANDERSONvILLE IN THE SUM~lER 

OF 1864. 

Captain Wirz was sick during the month of August, I believe, very nearly 
1he whole month. He was sick off and on in July-sick for a day or so. I was 
not in his office in September; I was connected with the hospital. Lieutenant 
Davis was in command while he was absent. 

THE CHARGE:; OF MURDER AGAINS'r \vIRZ. 

I never knew or heard of Captain Wirz shooting or beating or in any way in
juring a prisoner so that he died. I never heard of it. I do not know of Cap
tain Wirz having a sorrel 01' a roan horse; he rode a gray mare. He could 
have rode a sorrel horse and I might not have known it. I do not thillk it is 
probable that he could. ,Vii z was a very easy rider and very seldom rode a 
horse on a trot. I very seldom saw him on any hor8e but his own. He knew 
her. He rode the old gray mare all the time so far as I knew. 

THE D1SPOS!TION AND CONDUCT OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TOWARDS THE PRISONERS' 

Captain Wirz took young boys out of the stockade. There may have been 
forty-perhaps more, perhaps less. He took them out for the purpose of having 
them gather blackberries f01' the hospital. They would gather some; but they 
would sell more than they gaye to the hospital. 

Cross-examined by the ASSiSTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I was detailed as clerk at Captain Wirz's headquarters in the latter part of 

April, 1864. I continued there until the latter part of August, 1864. I made 
application to be detailed there to Captain VVirz on the ground that I was sick. 
I could sit down or walk about, but still I was sick. Diarrhrea was the caU8e 
of' my sickness. I think it was eati!l!'!; fat meat that brought it on; we receiven 
no meat at Belle island while I was there, except, may be, five pounds of' meat 
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to the hundred rations. I had charge of a hundred mentllere, and of the hun
dred men everyone who 'came from Belle island was taken with the diarrhcea. 
Men who applifld to Captain Wirz for clerkships and details when they were 
sick did not obtain them. The men would make application for clerkships; 
Captain Wil'z would take every application and put them in one drawer, and in 
another drawer applications for shoemakers, &c.; and when he wanted a clerk, 
or wanted a shoemaker, he would open the drawer a little, put in his finger, take 
out an application and send to the stockade for the man. 'l'hat night after I ap
plied I got the appointment. He did not open the drawer and put in his hand 
that same day; what I speak of WilS after I went out; at that time there were 
few men in the stockade. While I was in the hospital I weut to Captain Wirz's 
headquarters occasionally. I had nothillgto say to Captain Wirz; he was ?;ener
ally busy. He was a very excitable and cross man, ana I d.id not want to have 
much to do with him. 

VACCINATION. 

I never had any education as a physician. I did not examine the prisoners 
in the stockade as to whether they had symptoms of small-pox. If a man had 
the small-pox, or if he looked as if he had. the small-pox, I sent him to the gate 
to be examined. I did not consider myself competent to judge whether a mall 
had the small-pox: or not. '1'here was one other person assigned to the same 
duty on the north side of the creek. There was not any other person except 
us two detailed for that purpose. 'l'he order as to the men who had the appear
ance of having the small-pox was 'that they be sent to the gate to be examined. 
'1'hat order was imperative. After they went to the gate and were examined, 
if they had the disease they were sent to the small-pox hospital, and if they 
hadn't it they were returned to their quarters. I continued in that sort of duty 
about a month, I suppose. The small-box was prevalent there. I cannot tell 
how many cases I discovered. I do not know that I can approximate it. Per
haps one or two a day for a month would be the average. I did not have any 
orders about vaccination. I once asked Doctor White to vaccinate me. Doc
tor White did not say that the vaccine matter was impure, but he gave me to 
understand that it was; his words indicated th,tt he thought it was impure. He 
told me to wait awhile; that he expected to get some matter from a child in the 
country, and that if I would wait for it he would vaccinate me. I think that 
was in l\'1ay. That was not prior to the small-pox being prevalent there; the 
small-pox was prevailing there at that time. I think it was during the month ot 
May that orders were given for vaccination; about the time I had this conver
sation with Doctor ·White. I have seen men who had been vaccinated; they had 
sores on their arms about the size of that inkstand or larger. 'l'hat was about 
the time I had this conversation. It was sure death for a man to be vaccinated 
there if it took. His arm would have to be amputated, and I know of only one 
successful case of amputation; there was a bet of $150 on that. It was the 
case of a young doctor who had charge of a man. I think he bet $100 
that the man would live, and $50 that he would save the man's arm. He 
won the money. He supplied the man with a new sponge and a wash-basin, 
and attended him himself, for three or four weeks. That was the only case I 
saw of a cure, and I saw many a case there. I do not know anything more of 
amputations than what I have said; not of any other case. 

By the COURT: 
I didnot examine prisoners to see whether they had the small-pox. I merely 

looked at a man, and if he said or if the sergeant said that he thought he had 
the small-pox, I wonld send the man up to the gate. The men could not go 
there without my sending them; they had to keep the men there until roll-call. 
There were two of us engag·ed in that business. 
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Q. If five hundred men had the small-pox, they could not get out unless you 
two men conducted them to the gate 1 . . 

A. I suppose Oaptain Wirz would have made some provision for that. I 
never saw more than one or two men at one time have the small-pox at the 
south side. I was acting under the direction of Oaptain Wirz. I got my orders 
from the captain. They were not signed by anybody; they were given verb
ally. I spent maybe a couple of hours in examining these small-pox cases in
side the stockade. Captain Wirz might be in the stockade perhaps a couple of 
hours; and while he was there I would be with him. I did not always go with 
Oaptain Wil'z. 'l'his was during the month of May. I did not sometimes go 
in alone, only when I went in alone and stayed all night. It was not under
stood between me and the captain that I was to keepa bright look-out for tun
nels. There was not any understanding of that kind between him and me; I 
never did anything of that kind. 

TRADING BETWEEN THB CONFEDERATE TROOPS AND THE PRISONERS. 

By the ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

'l'rading was carried on there by all men. One of the eagle staff buttons 
was worth five donars in confederate money. I have seen 800 pounds of flour 
go through tbat gate in one day. The flour came from the rebel butcher, I think. 
I do not know what his name was.. He was afterwards arrested for trading by 
Duncan, I understood. I know his shop was outside. I believe it was two 
miles away from the stockade. 'l'hat was wheat flour, eight sacks. Molasses 
was taken in there by the barrel. I do not know anything about trading in the 
stockade after August any more than that when I went in the stockade I would 
see a good deal of stock going into the stockade which did not go in as rations; 
it went in under wood or something of that kind. Men who had tbe most money 
in tbe stockade were these raiders. When the mellwere going into tbe gate, 
it often happened that they were knocked down and everything they had taken 
from them. These raiders were our own men. I tbink tbat the capital for trad
ing was limited mostly to that class of men. I should judge that tbere were 
500 of them at that time; 500 out of 35,000. These 500 ruled the camp for 
some time. 'l'hey knocked me down once and took $85 from me. 'l'he order 
that Oaptain Wirz gave to prevent the trading in clothing was never. carried 
out to my knowledge. Trading was carried on in clothing, and rebel soldiers 
wore our uniform. Oaptain Wirz never bad them punished; there were 
never any of them punished that I saw. The fact is that every man down 
there wore our blouses, from the highest to the lowest, with the .exception of 
OaptainWirz. I never saw him wear anything but a colored shirt and 
white pants. H", liad a gray uniform with eagle buttons on, but lIe seldom 
wore it. The trade that was carried on was not confined exclusively to flour. 
There was trading in onions and in vegetables of all kinds. I have seen olher 
things besides flour carried into the stockade. Those things were procured 
outside by the Alabama and Georgia regiments. They would go into the coun
try and get them. I went into the country myself; I bought things in the coun
try. 'The supply was not good around there; I had very hard times to get 
things; for the reason that they were scarce. They were gathered up at dif
ferent places. Planters would send their slaves there with things. There were 
not supplies there every day, only occasionally; to-day there would be plenty, 
to-molTow there would be none. I did a good bit of trading myself outside. I 
had no difficulty in carrying that on; I was sick and was allowed to walk around. 
All the clerks at headquarters were not sick; I believe I was the only one sick. 
A man named Jones was sick for a while. The trade I did was carried on 
secretly. It was carried on secretly because it was against orders to trade; 
against Oaptain Wirz's orders. They were in force when I went there. 
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By the COURT: 
I traded for my own benefit mer<>ly; that is, for t1J.ree of us. I made the most 

of my money trading in greeubackil for confederate money. I did not have two 
partneril, I kept these three men; I kept them iu the hospital. They had been 
sick. One of them did the cooking. No, they did not keep me. One of the other 
two was a clerk. We had wheat bread, vegetables when we could get them, fresh 
pork occasionally, chickens occasionally, and tobacco. I bought all these things 
outside among the guard~in the Alabama and Georgia regiments. I got the 
money by speculating in greenbacks; I gave from three to five dollars in con
federate money for one dollar in greenbacks, and got from eight to ten dollars 
confederate money outside. I sold my overcoat in the first instance for $25 
confederate money. That was all the capital I started with. I drove a trade 
for myself altogether, but I kept these men from the profits I made. I sold 
sutler's stores itlside and had one of these men to keep a stand for me. I was 
doing no partnership business, I was proprietor of it; they were my assistants 
and clerks. Every clerk outside had these privileges, with the exception of 
trading. I had no privilege to trade. My parole bound me not to run away 
or to give information to the enemy. We had a pass given to us allowing us a 
mile limit. Captain Wirz gave me the pass; I do not know how he came to 
give it to me. I was no particular favorite of Captain Wirz's. Auy of the 
clerks could have a pass and did have it. I had no special privileges-all his 
clerks had the same. He had never seen ine before when he accepted me as a 
clerk. I wrote an application. He picked me up on my simply writing him a 
letter and installed me at his headquarters as clerk. 

Q. And placed you at a desk only two feet fi'om his own desk and admitted 
you into his. confidence and intimacy-and all that without consideration, with
out reference and without your history being known to him? 

A. I was not very intimate with Captain Wirz. He never told me any secrets. 
He was not a friend of mine, nor I of his. 
, Q. How came you to have your desk within two feet of his 1 
, A. There were 'several desks in the room; all the clerks had the same 
pdvilege. There were three of us writing at the same desk. It was nota desk, 
but a table. 

I did not have any extraordinary privileges_nothing more than other men 
had. 'rhis trading with the prisoners was in contravention of orders. I wanted 
to make some money and I tl'aded; I made my profits out of our own men by 
trading. ' 

Q. What opportunities did you have for that 1 , 
A. I was sick and could walk around, and I was in Captain Wirz's office. 

_ ~ got double rations outside; I think I got 'eighty cents per day for my extra 
ratIOn; I drew one, sold the other to the commissary; Martin paid the money to 
Ine for it. I was no special favorite with Oaptain Wirz. It was a: favor to be 
taken ont of the stockade; but what I mean to say is that it was not a special 
favor. He did nothing more for me than was done for eight or ten other clerks. 
He gave a pass to go at will from the stockade to all his clerks; I staid in the 
c,aptain's office from the latter part of April till August. I was admitting clerk. 
'1'1at duty occupied maybe three or four hours during the day. 'rhe rest of the 
d~y I, :helped Martin occasionally, or walked aronnd. I could not do much; I 
dId not trade so much until I got into the hospital. 

By COU.:vSEL: 
I came awayfrom there with $140 in greenbacks and'a $45 watch. That is 

all I made during a whole year there. 
. . (By the COURT.) I made that by trading with our men. Not with ourown men 
III the stockade. I never made anything out of our own men in the stockade 
that I know of. - I found the men [ made money out of in the hospital enclosure. 



678 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

They were paroled men generally-attendants who could not get out of the hos
pital-who had no passes. I did not make anything out of the sick that I 
know of. 

CONDITION OF THE WATER. 

By the ASSISTAN'f JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

Q. You say that you were ordered to knock down any man who bathed in 
the creek. Did you obey that orde1'1 

A. No man bathed in the creek that I know of. The order was as to any 
man who was caught washing in the creek. 

The order was not obeyed that I know of. We were afraid to do anything 
of that kind, even when Captain \Virz ordered us. The washing there was not 
extensively practiced. Fur my part I never saw a man washing there. The 
creek was about two hundred yards from our office, and I was kept busy pretty 
much all the time. It would have required good axes, shovels and picks, I sup
pose, to dam the creek, and these articles could not be had. I do not think it 
was more work to dam up that'creek at the three different points than it was to 
enlarge the stockade. '1'he stockade was enlarged afterwards, and it was neces
sary to enlarge the stockade. It was necessary to dam the creek, but he had 
not the tools. I do 110t know of Captain Wirz making any efforts to procure 
articles for damming the creek. I merely heard him say he intended to do so. 
He did not make any l'equistion for tools for that purpose, nothing more than 
the requisitions for shovels; I believe he wanted them for the express purpose 
of constructiul?; that dam; that was what he stated, and the dams could not be 
constructed without shovels, picks and axes. There were .very few in camp; I 
do not know that I ever saw shovels there. There were a few that belonged to 
the citizens around there, that they would send in with their slaves. They did 
not belong to Captain Wirz's office. 

CONDITION 01<' THE PRISONERS IN THE STOCKADE. 

Q. You say that Captain Wirz made an effort to impress slaves for extending 
the stockade; do you know what he did in reference to carrying on the work 
on the forts 1 

A. I only know what he said he llad done. 
My knowledge is limited to what he told clerks in the office j I was one of 

them; I do not know whether it was trne or not. He specified what work he 
wanted men in the stockade to do ; to help to enlarge the stockade. At that 
time there were some few laborers outside. Men who came out of the stockade 
finally helped to enlarge the stockade. After he crowded them so thick that 
tlley would not stay in; that was the only time they came out. Most of the 
men could not work. I understood that Captain Wirz's orders were from Gene 
eral ,Vinder to put the men in three deep, and every man who had to go in there 
did not know where he was going to lie down. Very few men were fit to work, 
except those raiders, and they had clothes, money and everything, so that they 
did not want to work. They had everything that money could buy in the place. 
Re made requisitions for axes before the stockade was enlarged. I did not hear 
any rumor of an attack 011 the post. I think he had the axes before the fOl:tifi
cations were extended; at the time the fortifications were enlarged, there was no 
difficulty in finding slaves to build them, or in finding tools; every slave brought 
his shovel or pick with him. ' 

By the COURT: 

I saw !'uffering inside the stockade certainly; they all suffered more or less 
They could not eat the food; it was not fit to eat. It would be hard for any 
man to eat the corn-bread they had there. '1'here were plenty of sick men in 
there. I saw plenty of men dying in there. I nevel' saw anybody naked in 
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there, althoug'h their clothes were good for nothing-nothir,g but rags. I saw 
men there without llats. without shoes, a;jd without pants; but I have never 
seen them without all these things at one time. I have seen men without pants. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONEIlS BY THE GUARPS. 

By the ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I had not anything to do with making out furlo~ghs. Some of the clerks in 

the office wrote furloughs. I think if the men who guarded the prison wanted a 
furlough they could not obtain it without the authority of Oaptain Wirz. I 
think Oaptain Wirz ha_d to approve passes. 'rhe captain of the company would 
sign the man's furlough and then Oaptain Wirz would approve it. Then it 
went back to Gener'll Winder. While men were on duty under Oaptain Wirz. 
I think the captain of the company did not have anything to do with them for 
that day. No furlough would originate with his captain under those circum~tances ; 
Wirz had control of all the guard. I do not think Oaptain Wirz had control of 
the fLlrloughs of the men. When men were on duty at the stockade, Wirz had 
control of them. I only speak from my impression; I am not positive on that 
point. 

By the OOURT : 
I was not in the stockade a great while-only three weeks, and I never saw 

a man shot there; of course there were men shot there. 

MEN BITTEN BY THE DOGS. 

By the ASSISTA:.'JT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I do not know the real name of this man Frenchy. I cannot tell the month it 

was I saw him when he was hurt by the dogs; it may have been in July, and 
I think it was. 

THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

Q. Do you kuow whether the boxes sent to the address of men in the stock
ade reached them or not 1 

A. We found the addresses of some of the men from the book, and the boxe~ 
were sent to them into the stockade. Those that were not were sent to the 
hospital. So far as my knowledge goes that applies only. to the boxes sent to 
Belle island. 'I'he sanitary goods were distributed to the hospital. I do not 
know of any of them being distributed in the stockade. There were thirteen 
blankets, some shirts, and several pairs of pants distributed to my ward, in which 
we had"SO men. The robbing of the boxes was done by Wirz's sergeants
Duncan, Ritchie, Kerr, and those men. Duncan frequently came up in the 
mornings and took whiskey and provisions of every kind out of that hospital 
commissary building. It was notorious that he did that; many of us knew it. 
but Oaptain Wirz did not know it. I knew it. I was in Oaptain Wirz's headc 
quarters. Martin knew something about it. He was Oaptain Wirz's head 
clerk. If he had a confidential friend, Martin was the man. 

o Q. How do you know that Oaptain vVirz knew nothing about it 1 
A. When I see a man steal a thing, I do not suppose that the owner knows 

anything about it or the man having charge of it. 'rhese men would come to 
steal it in the morning before Wirz got there, and it looked as if he did not know 
anything about it. 

By the OOURT : 
It was a small building situated back of Oaptain Wirz's office, where boxes 

were'stored. I do not know the distance, perhaps 50 yards. It was kept locked 
by the hosptal steward, who kept the key. Wirz's sergeant had.a key which 
fitted the lock. So he went in there stealthily; that was what I Judge. 
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Q. Did the loss of these things come to Captain Wirz's knowledge 1 
A. I understood that Captain Wirz had nothing to do with them after he 

turned them over. 
Question repeated. 
A. Not that I know of. He did not know that they were stolen that I know 

of. He never placed a sentinel on that building that I know of. 

THE RATIONS. 

By the ASSISTANT JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
'1'he threat to court-martial the contractor who furnished this bad corn was 

never carried out. Captain Wirz did not threaten to court-martial the man j he 
said that he ou~ht to be court-martialed-that he was robbing the confederate 
government. I do not know that he took any steps to have him court-martialed. 

Q. What was the condition of the prisoners in regard to rations and clothing 
in the spring of 1865 as compared with their condition in August, 1864 ? 

A. I do not know anything about the stockade at that time; I was in the 
hospital. 

A COMPARISON BlnWEBN ANDERSONVILLE AND OTHER REBEL PRISONS. 

(By COUNSEL) My treatment was about the same at Belle island as at 
Andersonville. If anything it was rougher at Belle island thau at Anderson
ville. The clothing was about the same; but at Belle island we got, I suppose, 
just about half the rations. Andersonville was preferable. 

The JUDGE 'ADVOl:ATE. I now propose to examine this witness for the 
government. 

VACCINATION. 

Q. What do you know with reference to the knowledge of Dr. White on the 
subject of impure vaccine matter 1 

A. I asked Dr. White to vaccinate me.' I think it was during May. Dr. 
'White did not say that the vaccine matter which he had was bad; but he gave 
me to understand so. He shook his head; as much as to say "Don't be vac
cinated." He told me he would get a scab from a child in the country and 
vaccinate me with that. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED BY DUNCAN. 

Q. What do you know about Duncan's operations there? 
Objected to by Mr. Baker on the ground that there was nothing affecting Dun

can in the charges and specifications. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE remarked that this witness had been subprenaed by 

the government and had been taken possession of by counsel for the accused. 
Mr, BAKER. '1'his man was one of the'first witnesses on the list for the defence. 
'1'he PRESIDENT. There is no importance in that, question at all. 
'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. I wi~h simply to remark that this is a witness for the 

government, and I desire to examine him. He comes within the agreement 
acceded to by the counsel. The evidence has already been introduced with 
reference to Duncan, and I desire to examine this witness on that point, which 
I think can be done with the same propriety as if it were evidence against 
Howell Cobb or anyone else not named in the charge. 

Mr. BAKER. It is attempted to examine this witness under the agreement 
made by myself and the judge advocate. I shall not object to that if I be al
lowed first to close my defence. 

'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. Do you want to close your defence now? 
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Mr. BAI\RR. Yes, sir. 
The .TUDG~ ADVOCATE. Well, declare your defence closed. ' 
Mr. BAKER. I do not; .but Io~ject to tl:ying a case of this importance in 

such a way as we do try It sometImes, and 111 such a manner as is attempted by 
the judge advocate. 

Uolonel STIBBS. Is your objection to this man's being examined now; or to 
his being examined at all 1 

Mr. BAKER. I object simply to his being- examined now, as out of order. 
The JUD(,E ADVOCATE. Then if this witness walk to the door or turn round 

three times it will meet the gentleman's objection. 
(After deliberation, the objection was overruled.) 
Q. State what you know with regard to Duncan's operations there in depriving 

soldiers of rations, &c. 
A. I have seen Duncan speculating in whiskey that belonged to the hospital. 

I have seen him strike a couple of prisoners; they belonged to the hospital 
department, but were not in the hospital. I have seen him t[lke men in the 
middle of the night and place them in the stocks and report it in the morning; 
that is, he said he would report it. That is all I have ever seen him do. 

Q. 'What do you know with regard to his diverting the rations from their 
right direction 1 

A. He had charge of the cook-house. I never saw him do anything of that 
kind; I never saw him speculating in rations, but we always judged he did it. 
It could not have been done without his knowing it. 

Q. What have you to say in that regard with reference to Ritchie 1 
A. Ritchie was with him. Ritchie was an assistant of Duncan; Humes also 

was an assistant. Ritchie was with Duncan when Duncan did these things; 
lIe drove the wagon that went into the stockade and carried the goods in and 
out of the stockade. 

Q. What can you say in regard to Duncan and Ritchie being right-hand 
men of Captain Wirz 1 

A. Duncan and Ritchie would go round the stockade. They had their men 
inside, at least we judged that they had. 

Mr. BAKER. State only what you know. 
WITNESS. Duncan and Ritchie reported these tunnels; they were the prin

cipal men WllO reported tunnels or anything going wrong in the stockade. 
Q. Were they closely connected with Captain Wirz in their duties 1 
A. Nothing more than that they were acting as detectives and would advise 

Captain Wirz to do this and do that; for instance, in regard to Wirz having 
the stocks made, I suppose--

Mr. BAKER. Don't state what you suppose.. 
WI'l'N ESS. Well, anything of that kind; they would suggest punishments; 

they would give their advice to Captain Wil'z. 
Q. With regard to what 1 ' 
A. With regard to the way in which meu should be punished; that if they 

had it in their power, they would do this or that. I don't know that Captain 
Wirz ever acted on their advice. 

TREATMENT OF THE SICK. 

Q. What have you to say in regard to Dr. Mudd and his manner of treating 
prisoners of war under his control 1 , . , 

A. I have seen Dr. Mudd come into the hospital when they would be ampu~ 
tating a limb; he would hold his thumb over the artery just at the thigh,and 
when the operator would be tying up the arteriEfs he would take his finger, off. 
the artery and send the blood up into the man's face; he would laugh at the 
time as if he thought it was something funny; I have seen him do that on two 
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different occasions; I never saw him do anything but that. 'l'hat is all I reco~. 
lect in regard to Dr. Mudd. He did not appear to care about taking care of 
om' men. Dr. Kerr was the rebel hospital steward; he would come into the 
hospital enclosure disguised as one of our men; he would wear different dis
guises; one night he would wear a ragged uniform, and the next night a very 
good uniform. I have seen him come into the hospital enclosure and strike a 
man across the face with his pistol for merely standing and talking to a guard. 
He carried a heavy pistol. He would strike a man right across the forehead. 
This he did frequently, although I never saw him do it but once, but I saw 
'men whom he had struck. Once he robbed a man. He went and took some 
staff buttons from a sick man in my ward; he had them in his pocket and Dr. 
Kerr could not get them in any other way-so he confiscated them. Buttons 
were used as money to purchase goods; they were worth five dollars apiece. 
There were in the hospital six or seven messes of paroled men, and those men 
ate most of the vegetables. That was done while they were on duty in the 
hospital-these men and Captain Wirz's rebel sergeants. I never heard of 
Dr. White, Dr. Stev,:mson, or any of the surgeons doing that. Dr. Stevenson 
was in charge while I was there; Dr. White and Dr. Stevenson were there. 

ACTS OF CRUELTY COMMITTED BY DUNCAN. 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I never saw Duncan take any of the things I have spoken about more than the 

whiskey; Isawthat. I have heard him give Captain Wirzadvice; Icannotsayit 
was advice; he would tell Wirz what he would do if he had the power. He would 
simply say, if I were you I would do so and so. 'rhat was an every day occurrence 
very nearly. . 

Q. Can you remember one word that he said at those times 1 Can you tell 
what kind of advice he gave 1 

A. Nothing mure than what I told you. He never gave him any advice 
directly, bnt only told what he would do. I have heard him mention that he 
would have this man bucked, or would have a ball and chain put on that man. 
I have heard him say that. I know that he reported to Captain Wirz that a 
couple of men had spoken favorably of General :Fremont and" Old Abe," and 
he advised Captain Wirz to put these men in the negro squad. I heard him 
give that advice. I don't know exactly what month that was; think it was in July. 
I never h~ardhim give such advice as that more than once. I cannot remember 
any other advice given by him. I do not recollect any other language besides that. 
Irememberthat.andthat is all I remember. Duncan acted as a detective; aU his 
work as done at night. I never saw him do anything; I only heard him report 
in the morning. 'rhat is the only way I know. We did not know any of the 
detectives except by reputation. He would report in the morning what he saw 
during the night; I cannot specify any particular thing. I don't know anything 
tllat he ever reported; nothing' more than the tunnels. I considered him a 
detective, and 1 know that he and Ritchie and Humes reported tunnels. He 
would say that he thought there was a tunnel in thisor that place by the motions 
of the men; he would see them working in the stockade during the night. He 
reported t·nnnels frequently; 84 tunnels were reported before August. Some 
were reported by on~' own men, Duncan did the same as our own men. I 
don't know which reported the most tunnels, Duncan or our own men; I think 
the majority was with our own men. So far 'as reporting tunnels, Duncan did 
ootdo as bad as our own men. I suppose it was his duty as a confederate 
officer to look out for those tunnels. I have told all that I know abont 
Dnncan. 

Mr. BAKER stated that all the witnesses for the defence who were in attendance 
had now been examined. One witness who was in the city was at the present 
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time sick and unable to leave' his house, and could not, probably, be present in 
court for some days; counsel, however, would not ask any delay on his account. 
AnotheL' witness, whose testimony was very lengthy and very important, was 
sick to.day, but would probably be in attendance to-morrow. If the government 
had no more witnesses to offer the defence would be willing to close now, without 
taking the testimony of the latter gentleman. 

The JUDGg ADVOCATE stated that the government would pr0bably be able 
to close its testimony to-morrow, so far as concerns particularly the prisoner on 
trial, although there might be some other evidence in reference to the general 
facts as to the conspiracy, &c. He suggested that the government should now 
offer the testimony of one or two witnesses who were present, and that the defence 
postpone closing until to-morrow, so that they might have the evidence of the 
witness who was expected to be here then. 

IMPEACHMENT OF THE CREDIBILITY OF GEORGE W. FECHNOR A WITNESS FOR 
THE DEFENCE. 

OCTOBER 13, 1865. 
FREDERICK W. HILLE, for the prosecution: 
I was in the service of the United States from May 16, 1861, until April 

28, 1865, in the 2d Delaware regiment. I was a prisoner at Andersonville. I 
was captured near Petersburg on the 16th of June, was taken to Andersonville 
and was there from the 21st of JUlie to the 16th of September, when I was taken 
to Florence. While at Andersonville I made the acquaintance of one G. W. 
Fechnor, who has been a witness in this case; he had a store there. His 
establishment was at the corner of the main street. It was not a sutler's estab
lishment-he called it a fancy store. 

Q. State what you know about Fechnor and'the manner in which he con
ducted his trading operations there 7	 -

Mr. BAKER inquired what was the object of this line of examination 7 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE replied that the object was to impeach the credibility 

of tbe witness Fechnor. 
Mr. BAKER said that the judge advocate was not pursuing the proper method 

to carry out that object. 
Question modified. Do you know anything with regard to Fechnor's refusing 

to give food to men who were dying 1 
lVIr. BAKER objected to the question. The witness might have refused food to 

1,000 men, just as we may do the same here on Pennsylvania avenue, and t,he
fact would be no impeachment of his credibility. If the object was to contradict 
the testimony of Fechnor in reference to any particular point, the record on that 
subject must be referr~d to, and if the object was to attack his general character 
for veracity, the question must simply be whether the witness knows his char. 
acter for truth and veracity, and then what was his character in that respect. 

The JUDGJ<J ADVOCATE stated the points on which he proposed to contradict 
the witness Fechnor. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that the proper course was to refer to tIle record 
in reference to any particular point on which it was proposed to contradict the 
witness. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE read the following from page 3866 of the record: 
Q. Were you regarded as a man of honor? 
A.	 Yes; I was. 

State to the court whether this man Fechnor was regarded at Andersonville 
as a man of honor, and if not, why not 7 

Mr. BAKER. That will not do. You must ask the witness if he knows what 
waS this man's reputation, and then ask him what that repntation was. 
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Question modified. Do you know how Fechnor stood among his comrades at 
Andersonville as a man of honor? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. State what you know on the whole subject. 
A. Everyone in the whole camp complained of his' cruelty. He would not 

give anybody a cent there. He was connected with a gambling club of five or 
six; be wquld give them the money and they would go and gamble. He was 
known as a gambler; they called him always a gambler. 

Q. What was his reputation as a man of honor there; had he any reputation 
of that kind.1 

A. I did not hear any reputation. 
Q. What do you mean by that 1 
A. Everybody called him mean; and when a man is what I call mean, he 

cannot have any honor. 
'1.'he JUDGE ADVOCATE read the following from page 3866 of the record: 
Q, Was it honorable to fleece Union prisoners out of their money? 
A. I did not fleece prisoners out of their money. 
Q. Is that true or not 1 
A. He took money in this way; when men wanted anything- he would say, 

" I will give yOll that if you will give me so much money." The man would 
ask him for five cents' worth or ten cents' worth of something, and because the 
man did not h'ave two dollars to pay for it, he would say, " Go away, I dont 
want anything to do with you," and would refuse to give it to him. I once 
went down to him with 50 cents and asked him for some cakes with a little butter 
on them for a man who was in a dying condition--

Mr. BAKER. We object to this; let us understand whether the witness knows 
the meaning of the term fleece. 

Q. What do you mean by fleecing a man out of his money 1 
A. Cheating a man out of some money. 
Q. Go on and state the circumstances you were relating. 
A. I once went down with 50 cents to get some cakes with butter on them 

for a dying man. He said that the charge was 75 cents. I said it was too hard 
to take money from a man in that way, that it was like robbery. He said, " Well, 
let the man die." He did not give me that. I once went down to him for 
another man, who gave me his watch, worth $50, to take. I asked Fechnor 
what he would give me for that watch. He said, "I will give you $2 for 
it." I said, "I cannot let you have it for that price." The man was pretty 
near dying and wanted something to eat. I went back to him and told him 
that Fechnor would not give him more than 2$. He said, "Give it to him 
for that; I must have something t(l eat before I die." I went back and he 
gave me $2 for the watch. I bought some cakes and a little cheese, which 
was all I got for that watch; six cakes and about an ounce of butter. 'I'hey 
were small cakes, such as we buy here for a penny. A single one of those cakes 
there sold for 21> cents. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE read from page 3928 of the record the following: 
Q. Did you gamble any while you were at Andersonville 1. 
A. No, sir; I did not. 
Q. What is the truth about that? 
A. I know that he kept a gambling-board with nine numbers on it. The 

men had to give him so much money for the use of it, and if they would make 
$3 they would give him $1 50. That gambling.board was what they called a 
chuck-luck board. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE read from page 3942 of the record the following: 
Q. Were you in partnership with the sutler? 
A. No, sir. 
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Q.. Did you ever share any of his profits 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. State whether this man ~echnor was in partnership with the sutler? 
A. At one time they wer~ III one shanty together-l saw the wagons, filled 

full of provisions, unloaded III that shanty; So far as I know they were in the 
same shanty about four weeks; I got sick then and was not able to go down 
there any more. They had to sell in that shanty onions, sausages, meat, cheese. 
butter, eggs, and different kinds of vegetables; flour and potatoes and tobacco. 
l<'echtner was at one time chief of the police, as they called it chief of the regu
lators. 

Q. How were the regulators regarded in camp there? 
A. At first, after the execution of those six men who were hung, matters were 

very good; but about two weeks afterward the regulators themselves stole, 
robbed, and murdered more than was done before-more than the raiders. '1.'hree 
or foui' of the regulators, that I know of, went into a tent and stole things. I do 
110t know anything about Fechnor's operatiolls as a magistrate or chief of the 
regulators. I was never present at any of his investigations. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE read from page' 3822 of the record the following: 
Q. Do you know anything about suffering there on account of hunger? If so, describe it. 
A. Tbere was a great deal of snffering- there on account of exposure to the weather. 
Q. What about suffering from hunger?
 
A I cannot say thllt anybody suffered from hunger.
 

Q. Did or did not Fechnor see any suffering from hunger or starvation 1
 
Objected to by counsel for the accused.
 
Question modified. Did you see Fechnor looking upon persons who were suf


fering from hunger, or did you witness persons at his tent who were sufferinO' 
from hunger at the time be was there 1 " 

A; No, sir. 
Q. State what you saw. 
A. OIle day, on the 12th of August, I went down Main street. One man lay 

right behind the tent and Fechnor was looking out of the window. Some person 
asked Fechnor to give that man a drink of water or whiskey as he was in a 
dying condition. Fechnor said, " Oh, let him die, what do I care." '1.'he man 
was lying at his tent. '1'here was a big window where they gave the provisions 
out. 

By the COURT: 
I mean a shanty. The man died about an hour afterward. I went down there 

and he lay thero dead. H", was broken down with hunger. He died in front of 
l!'echnor's tent or shanty. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE:
 
I did not know Fechnor's partner. I knew him by face, not by name.
 
Q. What was his character 1
 
Objected to by counsel for accused and question withdrawn.
 

Cross-examined by COUNSEL: 
I reside in Philadelphia. I have resided there about 11 years. I was in 

the army four years and eight months; I was in the 2d Delaware regiment; I 
was in the regiment two years 11 months and 21 days before I was captured. 
I was captured in front of Petersburg, on the 16th of June, 1864; I was taken 
right to Andersonville; I was at no other prison; I arrived at Andersonville 
on the 21st of June, ] 864. . 

Q. Did you go immediately into the stockade 1 
A. We had to stay about four hours before they took our names; we were 
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about 600 or 700. I stayed in the stockade from June 21 to September 16, 
when I was taken to Florence. I have been in attendance upon this court two 
days. I have not while here seen Fechnor. He was a big man, stout, full-faced, 
at the time I knew him. I don't know how he looked here. I don't know 
whether he had light or dark 11air. I think his complexion was light; I don't 
'know for sure; I would not like to be sure about that. I cannot answer as to 
whether he had a light eye or a dark eye. 

Q. Had he a small mbuth, or a large one? 
A. I never looked into that. I cannot say exactly how many times I saw 

him-more than fifty or a hundred times. I have seen him on the street in his 
shirt. He was a man of about 26 years of age, I guess; you cannot tell a man's 
age in such a condition as we were in there. I have been in his shop or shanty; 
at first it was situated pretty near the upper gate-the gate on the north side; 
it was near the dead-liDe; it was even ground there; the ground was not higher 
or lower than that ncar it; it was on· what I call level ground; his shanty was 
made of buards; it was covered with boards; the sides were covered with boards; 
the ends also; I guess it wa~about 12 by 15 feet; it had init different kinds of things 
to sell; there were onions, tobacco, eggs, butter, cheese, potatoes; he had a 
partner connected with him there; I heard it was his partner; I don't know 
anything about it. He had the name up, "Fechnor & 00" At another time 
I saw on the sign" fancy store;" it was no regular sign; it was simply letters 
on the boards of the shanty-on the side of the shanty; he did not have any 
other sign; I did not see any. I cannot tell exactly how many times I was 
there when I saw that sign; maybe I saw it four or five times, and maybe 
twenty. I am sure it was right on the side of the door; I saw it there. His 
name was spelled ]'echnor. I don't know that he went by the name of Ross 
there; I never heard him called Ross; I don't know that everybody there knew 
him by the name of Ross; he told me himself that his name was Fechnor; I 
never heard that llis name was Ross; it may be that that was the name of his 
partner; I don't know. I did not see any large sign over his place; I never 
saw anything about the size of that curtain (about ten feet by four) hanging there, 
over his place; I never saw that; and I was there a great many times; maybe 
that was after I was sick, and did not go down there any more. The middle of 
August I was taken sick. If you were on the side where the sign was you 
could see it. I cannot tell anything that was on his sign except his name. 

STATEME:'IT IN REFERE:'ICE TO DR. Muon's COMPLICITY. 

Upon the meeting of the court on the 14th of October, the judge advocate 
said: I desire to make a statement to the court in reference to Dr. Mudd. 'rhe 
only evidence against him appears to be that. in two ins~ances, when holding an 
artery for amputation. he removed his thumb, and let the blood spirt in the 
face of the assistant operator-as the witness supposed, purposely and to make 
sport. I am assured by Dr. Bates, whom I regard as a very reliable gentleman, 
that Dr. Mudd is not capable of doing an inhuman act of that kind. I do not 
wish to be the means of attaching opprobrinm to Dr. Mudd. Dr. Bates says 
that he was present on one of those occasions. and that this was one of those 
ordinary occurrences that take place in amputations, where the operator is obliged 
to let the artery display itself. I therefore hope that Dr. Mudd is not to be 
connected in this case. 
. General'rHoMAs. I have seen a great many ampntations, and I know that 

that is a common practice; it is constantly done, and must be done. 
The JUDGB ADVOCATB. I felt it due to Dr. :Mudd that he should have the 

benefit of this public statement. I do not think that it is the purpose of this 
court, and it certainly is no part of my purpose, to attach any blame to anyone 
wrongfully or improperly. 
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A CO~IPARISON BETWEEN ANDERSO:-.lVILLE AND OTHER RRBEL PRISONS. 

OCTOBER 14, 1865. 
EDWARD WELLINGTON BOATE, for the def~nce: 

I was in the service of the United States; in the 42 New York volunteers. 
I was a prisoner at Andersonville from February 24, 1864, till August, 7, 
1864 j I was taken prisoner October 14, 1863. I was first taken to Belle 
island; I was there from October 24, 1863, till February 19, 1864, when I left 
Belle island for Andersonville, where I arrived the 24th of the same month. 
'1'he fare at Andersonville was about three times the quantity, both in meat and 
meal, that it was at Belle islaud; in other respects it was better-better at 
Andersonville tban Belle island. I had meat at Belle island the last month 
before I left twice, with an interval of a fortnight between the two times. At 
Belle island we got quarter rations-a 'quarter of a loaf of bread, with a small 
bit of meat about that size, (about five inches by three) 

Q. 'What was the condition of Ander~onvi11e when you were taken there as 
to the number of prisoners, the condition of the prison as to coverings, conveni
ences, &c.1 

A. I was among the second five hundred that arrived at Andersonville. There 
was no tent fixed up, except a small one made of pine boughs. The prison was 
not completed; the stockade was but three-quarters built j one-quarter was not 
completed. 

Q. What was the condition as to health of the prisoners carried with you to 
Andersonville from Belle island, in comparison with those at Andersonville 1 

A. 'l'hey were sick generally j some of them died on the 'way; some were 
sick in the car in which I was conveyed. 

THE RATIONS. 

My first ratiolls at Andersonville were abont a ponnd of beef, salt and fresh 
and two sanitary cups of meal; no coffee. We got beans at the same time. We 
got sweet potatoes the day of our arrival. The rations diminished. Instead 
of two sanitary cups of meal, we received sometimes a cup and a half. '.rhe 
rations got smaller as the prisoners increased. I arrived there at night, and the 
next morning Sergpant Duncan gaye to each squad about six skillets, so far as 
I remember, for cooking our rations, stating tbat as soon as the cook-bouse and 
bakery 'Were completed, we would receive cooked ratiuns. The cook-house at 
that time was in course of completion. I think it must have been in the month 
of April that I got cooked rations. Our own men did the cooking at the bake
honse. '1'he bread cooked there was bad; it was burned on the outside, and 
raw on the inside j this was not always the case, but generally it was; it was 
badly baked. The prisoners sometimes ate the ration", and sometimes they 
could not eat them and threw them away; I speak now with regard to the 
bread. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE:
 
I am speaking of my fellow-prisoners in the stockade.
 

CONDITION OF THE PRISOi\ERS IN THR STOCKADE. 

In the cours.e of prob~bly two months after I reached there they diked the 
swamp; they Improved It j tbey fixed it up for water at the head of the stock
ade.' as they u~ed to call it, and for washing purposes at a certain point. The 
~ohce squad dId exactly what I was just telling you; they diked the swamp. 
::';0 far as I know, they ?adto clean the place every morning. How large that 
squad was, or of what It consisted, is a matter merely of opinion-about 150 
men, so far as I know. 
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Q. What was the condition of the stockade as to comfort and convenience 
for the first two or three months you were there 1 

A. The men had the privilege, generally, of getting pine boughs and erecting' 
tents for themselves. So far as I can form an opinion, the causes of the stock
ade being so rapidly filled up were the campaigns of General Grant and General 
Sherman. The stockade was originally intended, so far as I could understand, 
for ten thousand men. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. State only what you kn.:>w.
 
I knew to what armies the men coming in belonged.
 
Q. Do you know anything about efforts to get prisoners to enlarge the stock

ade, and what was said and done on that occasion 1 
A. I remember Oaptain Wirz having a number of men brought out-

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 
I was then detailed to go out with them; I did not go out with them. I was 

in Dr. White's department at the time. A number of prisoners came before 
Oaptain Wirz; he had sent for them; he saiel, "Now, that stockade below is too 
crowded for you. and I have no labor to increase the size of it; all the black 
labor is engaged on farms, and I have hardly enough men, in fact, to guard you; 
I ask you to come out; I will give you axes; come out and increase the stock
ade to any extent that is necessary for you." 

'l'he reply was, " Oaptain Wirz, we do not want to comR out to work, for we 
have been told by recent prisoners who have arrived in the stockade, that if 
we go to work for rebels our pity will be stopped, and we will be tried and prob
ably sent to the Dry '1'ortugas." 

(To the court.) I heard this conversation myself. Oaptain Wirz said, 
"Your government are not fmch rascals or such fools as to blame or punish you 
if I can give you ten feet of room instead of four, if you corne out and workfor 
it." 

I know there were 1,500 prisoners coming in some days, at least I estima
ted it at that number. I know of an investigation in reference to the class 
of prisoners most liable to sickne~s 'and death, the Belle island prisoners. 
When the mortality became so great it became a question there as to what class 
of prisoners that mortality was the greateRt among, and I heard a discussion 
between Dr. 'White and Captain vVirz. Dr. White had a theory, and he brought 
facts to substantiate it. that they were the prisoners from Belle island who 
suffered most; and it was apparent to all of us that such was the case. 

STOPPAGE OF RATIONS. 

About the 17th of March, as far as my memory will reach, there was a gene
ral count of prisoners. The count first took place on the north side of the 
stockade; but as each hundred was counted, they were dismissed to their quar
ters. As the sergeants were counting them along our own men went across the 
swamp and joined the south side, and endeavoreil to get under different names 
from their real names, they being in the second squad. '1'he effect of that was 
that our rations were stopped, as I understand, until the count was fixed cor
rectIy. 

Q. Do yOll know to what extent they had carried that? 
A. It is a matter of hearsay that it amounted to 1,700 or 2,000 rations. I 

have not seel~ the figures; but I have been told so. I knew of the thing beinJ 
done, but I· dId not know the extent. In a day or two afterwards the prisoners 
inside spoke to Oaptain Wirz about it, and he said: "I have 110 interest in the 
world in stopping your rations; but yon have not done what was right, and 
I was obliged to stop your rations on that day." '1'hat is the substance of his 
remarks. 
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By the COURT: 

I got nothin'" at all to eat that day exeept a handful of meal that I had from 
the day before~ Some of the others had some from· the day before; generally 
speaking they had ~ small port.ion of rati?ns from the day before. . 

Generallv speakmg the ratIOns were Issued between 9 and 10 o'elock III 

the morni;'" and they saved a part of their rations until the next day; they 
had a smaU";emnant of them. 'I'he ration was then about a pint aud a quarter 
of meal, and some little beef, about three-quarters of a pound. 'I'bere were 
some bones occasionally. 

By OOUNSEL: 

About that time it was frequent to have some of our rations left over. That 
was before they got so short. 

Q. Can you tell how the sergeants would make up their numbers when any 
were missing 1 . 

A. In my own squad there were three or four, probably five, as far as I remember, 
who made their escape; and the sergeant of the squad called men from another 
squad before the sergeant counted and made up the number. That could not 
be done generally, but it was done on this occasion probably fi\'e days consecu
tively. 'rile sergeant was brought out and subjected to severe reprimand from 
Oaptain vVirz; he told me so; that was, if it was found out. 

THE CHARGES OF MURDER AGAINST WIRZ. 

During the time I remained in the stockade, I never knew or heard of Captain 
Wirz committing any assault on any prisoner there. I never heard of such a 
thing as Oaptain'Wirz shooting, beating, 01' in any way injuring a man so that 
he died. until this trial. 

THE DISPOSITION AND ('ONDuc'r OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TOWARDS THE PUlSOl'\ERS. 

Q. vVhat do you know about an outbreak there 1 
A. I did not know anything about an outbreak; but I heard that there was 

to be such a thing, I know that Captain Wirz sent for the sergeants and 
addressed them. (To the court.) It was at his headquarters. They were 
brought out. He said to them: ,. Men, I am aware that there is an outbreak on 
foot, and I desire to warn you. I do not wish to take any advantage of your 
position, but if you attempt it I will be obliged to open the artillery here upon 
you. I advise you, therefore, as sensible men, not to attempt anything of the 
kind." On that occasion one of the soldiers said: "Captain Wirz, will you 
help us to get exchanged ont of this place? Will you forward a petition for 
us 1" He replied, " certainly," and said in aduition to that, "I suppose you are 
short of stationery down in the stockade; come in and help Y9urselves' to as 
much paper and stationery as you require." On that occasion Private Higgin
son, who has since been made a major, came in and took away a quantity of 
paper from Oaptain Wirz's office. ' ' 

Q. Did that have the effect of preventing for a while the constant attempts 
to break out? 

A. I cannot tell anything about that. 
Q. Did you hear of any attcmpts for some time afterwards 'I 
A. No, sir. 
Q. vVas that the occasion when the prisoners had formed a plan to turn the 

guns on the rebel guard, and ovcrpower them 1 ' 
A. I do not know anything about that. 
General THOMAS, (to Mr. Baker.) You have several times assumed that to 

be the fact, but, sofaI' as I know, there has been no evidence showing 'it. 
Mr. BAKBR. It is a fact sworn to by government witnesses, and you,general, 

H.Ex. Doc. 23--44 
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I recollect, interrogated a witness on that point.: and when he made his state
ment you remarked, " That is someting new to me." 

General THOMAS. That is not my recollection, and I would like to have the 
record referred to on that point. 

.Mr. BAKER. I am confident that the record will show my position to be correct. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I do not think the record will sustain the gentle

man. 
Mr. BAKER. Well, look it up. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. The burden of proof is upon you. 
Mr. BAKER. Not at· all. Major Bogle, a witness whom we intended to exam

ine to show that he originated that pIau himself, we were not allowed to retain. 
I wanted him l'etailled for that purpose, but the judge advocate refused to sub
prena him. 

'l'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. Mr. Baker, that is false. 
Mr. BAKER. It is not false. You told me, the last word you said on the sub

ject, that he should be here. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I ask the court to quiet the gentleman, or I will ask 

permission to do it myself. I say distinctly that I have never refused to sub
prena Major Bogle as a witness for the defeuce. I say it on the honor of an 
officer and a gentleman. and I defy any gentleman to prove the contrary. 

Mr. BAKER rose to reply, when-
The PRESIDEilJT. Gentlemen. this controversy must not go one word further. 

Mr. Baker, you will proceed with your examination. 
Mr. BAKER. I ask permission of the court for one moment. . 
'l'he PRESIDENT. No, sir; let it stop here. There is no need of any expla

nation; the matter has gone far enough. 
Mr. BAKER. I do not want to make an explanation, but-
'l'he PRESIUE~T. Proceed with your examination; you must obey the order 

of the court. 
Mr. BAKER. I will obey the order of the court, but-
The PRESIDENT. Go on with your examination, or else leave the case. 
Mr. BAKER. I will not have an assertion made here that I have not the po wer 

to correct. 
'l'he PRESIDENT. Take your seat, sir; we must have order. 
Mr. BAKER. Have I not the right to ask the court a question? 
The PRESIDENT. I will order you out of the court-room, sir, if you do not 

take your seat or else proceed with your examination. . 
Mr. BAKER. I ask permission of the court respectfully to ask a questIOn, and 

itcan hardly refuse me. 
The PRESIDENT. To ask a question of the witness? 
Mr. BAKER. No, sir; a question of the court. 
'l'he PRESlDEi'lT. Proceed with the examination of the witness. 
Mr. BAKER. Then I will have to correct the matter outside if I am not allowed 

to do so here. . 
'1'he JUDGE AUVOCATE. I will meet you on any occasion, and in any place. 
Mr. BAKER. I don't want to meet you; I simply want to correct your asser

tion. . 
General 'l'HOMAS. If this does not cease instantly, I shall move to expel the 

counsel. 
General GBARY. And I will second the motion. 
The PRESIDENT. 'l'hat would be perfectly justifiable. '1'he course of the 

counsel is altogether unendurable. 
'1'he JlJDGE ADVOCATE. I hope the counsel will be permitted to go on with 

his case, as this is a personal matter. 
The PRESIDENT (to Mr~ Baker.) Do you wish to proceed with the examina

tion of the witness 1 
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IIfr. BAKJ<:R. I wish to proceed if I can have the same privileges as the coun
sel for the government. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I certainly hope that the gentleman will be allowed 
to proceed with his examination. 

The PRJ<:SIDENT (to Mr. Baker.) Go on with your examination of the wit
ness. 

Mr. BAKJ<:R. I do not disobey any order of this COllrt or any other. 
The examination of the witness was resumed. 
Q. What do you know as to the proceedings taken at Andersonville to have 

our prisoners exchanged 1 .. 
A. I know that they held meetings in camp and appointed six men as a com

mittee, I being the chairman, to come forward to the late President and seek an 
exchange of prisoners. 

Q. Did General Winder or Captain Wirz have anything to do with that? 
A. Captain Wirz seconded that effort, J thonght, as far as he was capable of 

doing; and General Winder, with whom I had two interviewe, forwarded to our 
late President our papers and a copy of the resolutions and memorial requesting 
that he would permit us to leave the stockade and come forward to Washing
ton.. 

Q. Was that shortly after this matter of the outbreak, or about that time 1 
A. The matter seemed to me to have originated at the time that Captain 

Wirz sent for those men with respect to the intended outbreak. 
Q. Can you tell in what month that was 1 
A. I suppose it must have been some time in the month of June-perhaps 

about the 24th or 25th; I am not positive. 
(A paper was here shown to witness.) 
Q. Examine that paper and state what it is. 
A. I believe it is a copy of the memorial and proceedings had at Andersonville 

which I with others came forward to present to the late President. 
Q. While you were there did yon see the petition 1 
A. I saw the original petition. 
Q. Do you know anything abont the handwriting? 
A. I believe it to be in the handwriting of one of the six who came forward; 

I think·it is Dennison's handwriting; I am not satisfied about that. 
Q. "'Vas Dennison one of the parties chosen 1 
A. He was one of the six. 
Q. Do you know whether the original was destroyed or not? 
A. 'l'he original was given into the hands of Colonel Hall, at Hilton Head, 

with a letter fi'om nfajor General Stoneman. 
'.rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE. State nothing but what you know. 
Q. Yon were one of the committee chosen to come on with that memorial 1 
A. Yes, sir; the paper was taken from me by Lieutenant Tracy, who testi

fied on this stand, and was broug-ht to Colonel Hall, who was deputy provost 
marshal. I have no desire to give any testimony except what I know. I am 
satisfied these are the facts. 

Q. Can you tell the number of prisoners who were chosen there to go to 
Washingtoll 1 

A. Six. 
Q. Can yOll give the names of each of them 1 
A. Yes, sir; they were Prescott Tracy, Sylvester Norrit, Dennison, Johnson, 

and Higg-inson, (whose first names I do not know,) and myself. 
Q. Were any others associated with you 1 What were the whole number of 

them 1 
A. Twenty-one, but they had no reference to the question of exchange. 

There were twenty-one sent forward from Andersonville on ,this ground, as I 
heard stated by Captain Winder-



692 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. You need not 8tate that. 
Q. Did they leave Andersonville 7 
A. Yes, sir; twenty-one, including the six commissionerf. 
Q. Were you among them 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you go 7 
A. We came to :Macon; from Macon we went to Augusta; then down tG 

Charleston; from Charleston to Beaufort, and from there to a place in the 
neighborhood called Pocotaligo, where we were exchanged; that is nine out of 
twenty-one; two of the 8ix were detained. 

Q. You were allowed to come north Oll your errand? 
A. Yes, sir; we came to New York and sent forward Tracy and ~orrit to the 

President. 
Q. Did you receive any commnnications from them afterwards? 
A. I received a letter from Lieutenant 'rracy, which I presume yOll have in 

your possession-at least a cupy of it. 
. :Mr. BAKER. I now propose to offer in evidence the papel' IV hich has been 
exhibited to the witneps. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE objected. He said that there was no evidence that 
the original ever reached any of the United States authorities, and there was no 
evidence that the original had ever been destroyed, 01' had been disposed of ill 
such a way as that it could not be procured in court. In addition to that, there 
wa's no evidence that the paper now produced here is an accurate copy of the 
original. In the second place the evidence proposed was wholly immaterial and 
irrelevant as a defence. It did not make any difference as to tll8 guilt of the 
prisoner whether OUl' government had received a petition of this Idnd or not; 
and if the evidence was admitted, it would throw upon the prosecution the bur
den of proving that the United States government was Dot responsible in the 
matter. If that question should be gone into, the case would be indefinitely 
prolonged. 

:Mr. BAKER replied that the witness had shown that the original paper had 
been placed in the hands of Colonel Hall, aUnited States officer. 'l'he papers of 
all United States officerf1 are the property of the government, and are supposed 
to be in its charge and custody. The governnfent must produce the paper, or 
we have a right to produce a copy. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. The government has not been asked to produce it, and 
I do not know that it is now in the custody of the government. 

Mr. BAKER. It would not be of any use for me to ask you for it. In tIll' 
next place Captain Wirz is charged here with conspiring with certain ot.her 
persons to destroy the llealth and lives of Union prisoners under his care. We 
propose to show that, so far from his being implicated in any such attempt, he 
took active measures with a view to having our government effect an exchange 
and get those prisoners out of his hands-that he actually sent those six Union 
prisoners to our government to beg that an exchange might be effected. 

'1'he.JuDGE ADVOCATE. The conrt will observe that those persons did not 
act in any official capacity whatever. Besides that, it may be admitted that 
General Winder and Captain vVirz did allow certain persons to come north, and 
yet that might be no material matter for the defence. The parties representing 
the rebel government at Andersonville have no authority whatever with regard to 
the exchange of prisoners; and neither the rebel government nor the United 
States government would be at all bound by, their action.. In reply to his as
sumption that I have that record in my possession, I will say that I have it not. 
Re has remarked also that I would not give it to him if he asked it. In reply 
to that I must say that I would most cheerfully give him that paper if it were 
in the power of the government to produce it. . 

Mr. BA KER. I did not say that you had it. I said that the presumption was 
that it was in possession of the government. 
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The JUDGE ADVOCATE. If the gentleman requests it, I wiII send to the War 
Department and gE;t an official statement that no such document has ever been 
received. 

MI'. BAKER. That would not be necessary, because so long as we show that 
it was put into the llauds of a government officer, that answers our purpose. 
'1'he presumption is that it is now in the hands of the government. . , 

WITNESS. It was printed in all the papers at the time. 
MI'. BAKER. The judge advocate has remarked that General 'Winder and 

Captain Wirz had no authority in reference to the exchange of prisoners. 
'rhat makes the case so much the stl'onger for u~. It would tend to show that 
they took the respollsibility of going outside of their authority in order to do 
this humane act. 

The PRESIDENT remarker1 that it had not been shown with sufficient distinct
nass in the evidence thus far that the paper now offered was a copy of the 
original. 

Mr. BAKER. I will a~k the witness to examine the paper more thoroughly, 
and state whether it is a true copy. 

WITNESS. All] can swear about it is that I believe it to be a tme copy. I 
have had it in my possession since I arrived in New York. 'rhere were several 
copies of it. 

Q. (By the JUDGE AOVOCAT-"J.) Did you see the original given to Colonel 
Hall ? 

A. I did not; aftcr examining this paper, I belicve it to be a true copy of 
the original. 

Q. In whose handwriting is it 1 . 
A. I believe it is Dennison's hand writing. 
Q. Have you seen him write? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Prequently 01' otherwise 1 
A. Not frequently. I saw the original; and this is to the same purport and 

the same effect. 

By the COURT: 
Q. Where is Dennison 1 
A. I do not know; we left him behind at Pocotaligo; only lline of U.3 could 

get exchanged, and two of the committee were retained. 
Q. To whom was this paper given 1 _ 
A. 'rracy came to me for it. I was custodian of the p9Jpers. He clime to 

me at Bilton Head and said Colonel Hall would forward Ollr efforts for exchange 
as much as he possibly could. 

Q. Who was Colonel Hall ? 
A. Deputy provost marshal at Hilton Head under General Foster, as far as 

I understood. I g'ave Tracy the papers, including the letter from Major General 
Stoneman, and, so far as I could see, he took them across to Colonel Hall. I 
saw them afterwards printed contemporaneously with my arrival in New York. 
On my arrival at the Herald office to give a description of the sufferings of the 
prisoners at Andersonville; there were exhibited to me copies otl tissue paper of 
t.hose documents which had been brought on feom Andersonville and ii'om Gen
eral Stoneman. . 

Q. Did yon see the paper delivered to Colonel Hall 1 . 
A. I did not see it delivered, but I have my own moral conviction that It was. 
Q. Who do you think delivered it 1 
A. Lieutenant Tracy. 
Q. But you have 110 knowledge of the fact 1 

• A. No, sir; I did not see it done. I saw it printed afterwards in a news 
paper. It was sent forward by the Associated Press. 
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Q. From where was it sent forward 1 
A. From Colonel Hall's department, but I do not know who sent it. 
Q. Did you furnish it to the Associated Press 7 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Who did? 
A. When it left my custody, it was given into the custody of 'l'racy, who I 

understood took it to Colonel Hall. 
Q. You do not know who furnished it to the Associated Press 1
 
A. No, sir.
 
The court was cleared for deliberation, and when the doors were reopened,
 
The PRESIDENT stated: Mr. Baker. the court are of opinion that there is not
 

sufficient evidence that the paper which you seek to introduce was ever put into 
the hands of the government or reached the government authorities officially or 
in any way j and that in the next place, even if there is sufficient evidence to 
justify the presumption that the paper did reach the government in any manner, 
there is not sufficient proof of the loss of the original paper so as to justify the 
introduction of this supposed copy. In order that you may not be deprived of 
any benefit which you ma.y expect to derive from the introduction of this paper, 
the court have directed the judge advocate to apply to the government officially 
to ascertain whether or not such a paper ever did get into the 11ands of the gov
ernment, with the understanding that at any time llereafter during the trial this 
paper, when the proper foundation has been laid, may be introduced. 

Q. You arrived in New York on that errand on your way to Washington? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did you and your comrades do after arriving north 1 
A. I was ill and confined to my bed, and 'l'racy, who took the management 

of affairs into his own hands, applied to General Dix for transportation to come 
on to vVashington, and he was rtfused, so far as I understand; and the Sanitary 
Commission obtained for us transportation. Tracy came on to Washington. 

Q. Did you in any way relinquish your position and confer it upon Tracy 1 
A. I did, and I wrote him a letter, which has been published, descriptive of 

Qur SUfferings at Andersonville. He came to Washington. 
The JUDGE ADVOCA·n:. You need not state that, if yon did not come with 

him. 
Q. Did you send him? 
A. Yes, sir; I sent him. I wrote a letter declining my position as chairman 

of the committee. In a day or two I received a letter from him to the effect 
that the President -. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. You need not state further. I object to any evidence 
of the contents· of that letter. 

Q. Is that original letter out of your possession 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know anything about where it is 1 
A. No, sir; the orig'inal, I believe, is destroyed. There is a copy in existence. 
Mr. BAKER. Having now shown that this letter was destroyed, we now pro

pose to show that this witness received a letter from his associates on that com
mittee, dated vVashington, which stated in substance that they were here waiting 
on the authorities, makingknown their business to the authorities, and were refnse(t 
to confer with the authorities on that subject. 

'1'he PllESIDENT. What anthorities 1 
Mr. BAKER. The President and Secretary of vVar as I understand-oIle or 

both of them. I will not be particular on that subject. 'I'he highest authori
ties who had anything to do with that subject. 

'I'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. 'I'he witness 11as stated that he did not come to Wash
ington, and the proposition is to prove by llim that somebody else came here and 
did sometllillg of whieh he has no knowledge. The proposition of the counsel 
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is to prove, in this unheard-of way, a fact which can scarcely be believed of a 
man whose name and fame are so unstained and so unimpeachable as that of 
President Lincoln. That this committee were refused a conference with the late 
President upon a subject of this kind is improbable, and I may say preposterous. 
This court must not allow a slandel' of that kind against the memory of so great 
and good a man as President Lincoln to be repeated by this witness who has no 
knowledge of the facts. 

~Ir. BAKEIl. The judge advocate certainly has not understood properly the 
offer of evidence which I made. His stump speech with regard to President 
Lincoln has nothing to do whatever with my proposition. He has no more rev
erence for the memory of that great man than I have, and I would be the last 
one to say anything that would reflect in any way on President Lincoln, or any 
one connected with the government. But my duty as a lawyer here is to show 
that my client is not guilty of the enormities charged against him, and in doing 
so I propose to show that he made efforts to have the prisoners released and al
lowed to go to their homes. Our proposition is to show that this committee in
formed a member of it, who stated the fact, in a letter which has been destroyed, 
that they could nQt get an interview after trying for two or three days. I will 
not be certain whether it was with the President or the Secretary of War, or 
hoth, hut that they could not succeed in obtaining a conference with what I may 
denominate the head of the govel'nment. I have followf'd this up by the testi
mony of Colonel auld (and this statement has been made to the counsel for the 
government) that after this a proposition was made to the federal government to 
send 15,000 of these prisoners home from Andersonville without asking any 
equivalent, so anxious were the authorities there to get rid of these prisoners, 
and that that proposition was refused. 

General '.rHO!\lAS, (to lVIr. Baker.) Why do you not produce the person who 
came to Washington 'I 

Mr. BAKI<lH. The government has examined him and sellt him away. 
'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. You did 1I0t ask for him. 
)fr. BAlfER. Of course I did not, because I did lIOt know at that time that 

he was a member of that committee; but if I had known it, I would have had 
him retained. . 

'1'he PRESIDENT. Is his whereabouts known? 
'1'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. Yes, sir; he can be found in 24 hours. 
Mr. BAKER. Then produce him for us. vVe ask for him, and we also ask 

for Colonel auld. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. You said a few days ago that you did not want 

Colonel auld. 
):lr. BAKER. I agreed to ask no more adjournments for him or any other wit

nesses, but when you place me in this position, I turn upon you and say, give 
me the testimony of this man. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. The ollly practical point in the evidence offered by 
the defence is that Captain Wirz and General Winder made efforts leading to 
the coming of certain persons here to Washington. What these persons did has 
nothing whatever to do with this case. When it has been shown that General 
Winder or Captain Wirz expressed a wish 01' intention on that subject, that is 
all there is in the matter. vVhether our government acted rightly 01' wrongly 
on the subject can be no defence with them. If the evidence which is offered 
be allowed to come in, the court may be required to sit some time longer to de
termine whether the government of the U niten States is to blame in the matter. 
Mr. '1'racy has been here as a witness for the government, and he would have 
been retained for the defence if he had been asked, 01' would 11ave been sub
prenaed subsequently if such a request had been made. But now, here at the 
close of the trial, we are called upon to meet points which seem purposely to 
have been rClOerved for tbis occalOion. 
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Colonel STIRRS inquired of Mr. Baker what was the object in ofFering the 
proposed evidence. 

Mr. BAKER. To show that the committee came forward and that they didtheh' 
duty; that they were a committee for a legitimate purpose, and that they tried 
to carry out that purpose. I propose afterward to show that Colonel auld tried 
to do the same thing in another way. 

General THOMAS. It is perfectly well known that OUl' government would not 
consent to the exchange of prisoners so long as the rebel government refused to 
recognize the United States colored troops as prisoners of war, and murdered 
them. Our government was certainly right in the position which it took, and 
would not have been justified in taking any other. 

Mr. BAKER. I know that there is a great question in reference to that, but I 
want to avoid all that. 

The court, after deliberation, sustained the objection. 
Q. Do you know anything about any ladies being- brought to Andersonville 

with prisoners, the wives of prisoners 1 If so, state what treatment they received 
from Captain Wirz ' 

A. Yes, sir; two ladies came there in that way. As to the first lady who 
came with her husband, (I did not know her name,) I understood (if this will be 
admissible testimony) that Captain Wirz sent her to his own house, and that, 
she having insulted the family, he removed her. The other lady was in a very 
delicate condition, and Captain Wirz g-ave her and her husband a tent at head~ 
quarters-one of the best tents be had-until her illness was over, and he had 
her kindly treated. . 

Q. What order did he give in relation to her treatment? 
A. He had a tent ordered for herself aud husband, und paroled her husband

detailed him in connection with the hospital during her illness. 
Q. Do you know auything about little boys who were brought there as pris-, 

oners 1 
A. I know that about seventy, or probably eighty boys were paroled-brought 

out and put on nominal detail duty connected with the hospital. I kllow that 
they were permitted to go and pick blackberries, and Captain Wirz ordered them 
to be given tin pails to pick their blackberries in. 

TREAT~H;NT OF 'fHE SICK. 

There was an average of a barrel of wlliskey a day sent to the hospital and 
stockade for the pritioners, Eggs were sellt to the hospital. not the stockade. 
'rea, sugar, and matters of that kind were serit to the hospital daily, I know 
that eggs were seIling at Andersonville around there at $3 50 per dozen. I 
will not speak in regard to the eggs, but I \vill speak in regm:d to the vegetables. 
Dr. White, not Captain W irz, gave tlw order, "Bring all you can find of these 
things and I will pay you any price." They came in very limited quantities, 
but I heard Captain Wirz offer to pay any price that they demanded, and tell 
them to bring him all the articles of that character that they coulclfind round 
the cOlllltry. I know80mething in reference to the sickness of the surgeons; I 
knew Dr. White and his assistant to be sick therefrom the prevailing disease from 
time to time. I know something in regard to the sickness of Captain Wirz; I 
knew that he was very weak and was obliged sometimes to rest and sleep in the 
day-time on a bed in Dr. White's room. I know that I wrote requisition after 
requisition from time to time to the medical headquarters at Macon, and I know 
that Dr. White went to Macon-that is, so far as I know, he did-he left An
dersonville and went several times to hurry on medicines for the men. Medi
cineR were sometimes very scarce; very often for weeks they had none. 
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PROPOSITIONS MADE TO PRISONERS 'fa JOIN THE REBEL ARMY. 

Q. Did you know anything about letters from our prisoners offering to take 
the oath of allegiance to the southern confederacy? 

A. Captain Wirz showed me several letters. Sometimes there were as wany 
as twenty from our men in the stockade-at least, I believe so; I did not see 
them written-offering to take the oath of allegiance. He told me, "Destroy 
these lett.ers. I don't like a deserter, north or south." 

THE HANGING OF THE RAIDERS. 

Q. Do you know anthing about the trial and conviction of the raiders-who 
they were, what they were, &c.? 

A. Yes, sir. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. If there is nothing additional to be shown on this 

su~ject, I wiII adm~t the fact so far as you have proved it. 
Mr. BAKER. We have all the original documents here which we propose to put 

in.
 
I was officiall'eporter of the trial on that occasion.
 
Q. What were the circumstances of the organization of that trial? 
A. One morning a man named Dowd was brought out from the stockade to 

Captain ""Virz's headquarters. His face was bleeding, and there were marks of 
violence on his person. His pants were turned up and his shins apparently had 
been kicked; they were all battered; there were abrasions upon them. He made 
his complaint that he had been attacked. 

'rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE. You need not state what the complaint was. State 
merely what was done in consequence of his complaint. 

WITNES!S. In consequence of it an order was issued by General Winder through 
the instrumentality of Captain Wirz, authorizing a number of men to hold a 
court for the trial of those raiders, and a court was established. 'l'he members 
of that court were selected from the most recently arrived sergeants of squad::, 

Q. Why was that done? 
A. They wished to avoid any appearance of partiality or prejudice. 'l'hat 

was the reason assigned-that if the men selected had known at Belle island or 
elsewhere these prisoners who were put upon their trial, they might be preju
diced against them. hearing of their evil deeds previously. Twenty-four were 
selected from all the sergeants of squads who had been brought that morning 
from Captain Wirz's headquarters. .From these twent.y-four twelve were balloted· 
foi:. I reported the proceedings. The trial was held. I presume you (addressing 
Mr: Baker) have the proceedings and know all about it. '1'here was an order 
from General Winder authorizing the formation and establishment of the court. 
I copied it myself from the original document. 

Q. (A document being exhibited to the witness.) Examine that document 
and state whether it embraced the original proceedings of that trial, the order of 
General Winder, and evel'ything of that kind. . 

A. Yes, sir. The order authorizing the execution of the sentence is not there, 
but there is, I believe, in your hands a printed CJpy which I can prove to be a 
true copy. 

(By the JUUGI<: ADVOCATE:) The charges are embraced in the order of 
General Winder. If you will take it from a newspaper I will swear th~t it is a 
true copy. . 

Q. (A printed slip being shown to the witness) Examine that and state 
whether it is a copy of the order of General Winder. 

A. That is a copy of the original document as I sawk .. 'l'he original was
destroyed. 

(BytheJunlil<: ADVOCATE:) Well, it was.worn away and broken. I did 
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not have the original, but I saw the copy which was made of the original, and 
which I retained. The printed document which I have before me is the 
document ordering these men to be executed. It is a copy of a document. the 
original of which I saw, and I saw a copy made of it, signed by John H. Winder. 
It approves the sentence ordering the execution. 

Q. What is the written document which has been handed to you, and what 
does it contain? 

A. There is here a written paper authorizing the formation and constitution 
of the court; it is signed by General Winder. The proceedings set forth in that 
document are the testimony taken before the twelve jurors and the court at that 
time. It was taken down by myself. 'l'hat is the original paper taken at the 
time. 

lVIr. BAKBR proposed to offer in evidence the written document and the printed 
slip just exhibited to tIle witness, embracing the order of General Winder con
stituting the court for the trial of the raiders, the original testimony and all the 
proceedings of the trial, and also l!- copy of the order of General Winder approv
ing the sentences of the court and ordering their execution. .As to the printed 
slip, the original had been destroyed, or, at le:1st, it was impossible to produce it. 
Counsel remarked that these papers embraced much that would tend to exonerate 
Captain Wirz from any blame in reference to the transaction in question. These 
papers would show many important facts, very important for the defence. He 
wonld not enumerate the principal points on which he proposed to rely, but he 
desired that the whole should be put in evidence, in order that any part of it 
material to the defence might be used. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE objected to the admission of the evidence proposed. 'rhe 
trial in question was admittedly of the most irregular character, having been 
conducted iN the midst of a mob. The surroundings wcre such that justice could 
not possibly be administered. 'l'he witnesses examined there could not be cross
examined here. Counsel for the defence could hardly argue gravely that the 
proceedings of such a court could be admitted as proof of the facts that came 
before it. Neither Captain V\Tirz nor anybody implicated in this case was on 
trial before that court, and 110 part of the proceedings could be taken as an ac
quittal in regard to those parties. 

NIl'. BAKER replied that wherever there had been a court of any kind convened, 
it was proper to offer in evidence the whole record of its proceedings. 'rhe 
record now offered embraced the testimony of witnesses under oath, with their 
cross-examination. 

The PRESIDENT inquired whether the counsel considered that the paper offered 
in this casewas entitled to as much regard as the record of a regularly and 
legally authorized court. 

illr. BAKER; Certainly; because it was authorized with the approval of the 
government at Richmond. 

'l'he JUDGE ADVOCATE. 'l'hat is not in proof. 
~[r. BAKER. I will prove all the facts if I am allowed an opportunity. In 

reply to the inquiry of the president I will qualify my remark by saying that 
t.hat court was a legitimate and regularly organized tribunal so far as the south
ern confederacy was legal. General Winder sent to Richmond for the approval 
of his orders, and when they had been approved the court was organized. As 
I understand, the sentences of the court were subsequently sent. to Richmond 
for approval. So far as the sonthem confederacy was legal the proceedings of 
that court were legal. 

The court, after deliberation, sustained this objection. 

SHOOTING OF PRISONERS BY THE GUARDS. 

While at Andersonville, I never knew any man to get a furlough for shooting 
Union prisoners. 
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THE SUPPLIES FROM THE NORTH. 

I saw some boxes sent into the stockade. They were for our prisoners. I 
do not know where they came from, but I presume they came from their homes. 
At one period I saw several that came at one time. 

Cross-examined by the JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

. I live in New.York. I have lived there nearly seveu years. My business 
IS short-hand wnter and reporter. I have been employed in that profession 
since I was 18 years of age. I am a married man. I never deserted the 
United States service. I never belonged to any other regiment than the 42d 
New York volunteers. I was discharged from that regiment, and I received my 
compensation on the recommendation of my captain for the t.ime I was absent 
at Andersonville and Belle island. 

THE RATIONS. 

'rhe provisions at Andersonville ,~el'e about three times the quantity that we 
got at Belle island for some time aftcr we arrived there, probably a month. 
'rhey diminished, getting smaller every day. At least there was an appreciable 
diminution every day. '1'hat continued until I left the stockade. I arrived 
there on the 24th of February, and was in the stockade till the 24th of May, 
when I was detailed. 

Q. How much had the ration been diminished at the time you left the 
stockade? 

A. The ration in the first instance was beef; then it became sides and ham. 
After the cooked rations were sent to the stockade, the ration became smaller. 
We got baked bread, and boiled l:;ides or IIams. It was then much smaller than 
it was originally. I cannot tell whether it con tinned to diminish after I left the 
stockade. 

CO;\lDlTlOfI: OF TH~: PRISONERS I:'Il THE STOCKADE. 

'1'wo months after I arrived there the swamp was diked. I mean there were 
trenches made along the place for the reception of the fecal matter all aronnd 
the swamp. I suppose there were half a dozen dikes on each side. It ran along 
in broken portions, not continuously, at either side. It was a trench, if you call 
it so, about three feet deep. It became a receptacle for the rear. I cannot say that 
it was detrimental rathertban beneficial. I would not offer an opinion on the sub
ject. I think it served. I think it was ofservice to the camp. I know that there 
was It very bad smell through the camp. I would not offer an opinion advisedly 
upon it. I have expressed an opinion in reference to that swamp that it was 
unhealthy. I said it was" filled with untold impUl'ities." 'I'hat was true. 

I said that the food there was "unfit for human beings." That was true at 
the time I was referring to. At the time I understood so from my companions 
who came out of the stockade and who joined me in the commission referred to 
here. They told me that the food was bad, not fit for human beings. I know 
myself that the bread baked there was unfit for human beings. 'I'hat is so. 
That was my opinion and I repeat it. 

I have said that that stockade was" witbout shelter of any kind." Using the 
phrase" from the fierce tropical sun and the heavy rains." That is partially 
true. There were several hundreds in that stockade without shelter. I used 
the expression that their clothes were "miserable" and "insufficient even for 
the pnrposes of common decency." That was true.' _ 

Q. Did you ever make useofthe expression" the eonfi~Jem~ntof 3D,000 hu~an 
beings. within an area of some 17 acres, with a pestJientwl swamp runmng 
through the camp?" 
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A. 'l'hat should be 27 acres. I wrote it so in fig'ures, and the printer 
made the mistake. With that change itistrue. I wrote this expression: 
"Our sick when removed to hospital being utterly devoid of any sott of accom
modation, and often three weeks at a time without a particle of medicine." 'l'hat 
is not fully true. There is a slig'ht exaggeration in it. 'l'hey were not three 
weeks altogether at a time without medicine; but they might be a week. With 
that change it is true. I used this expression, "the despair, the mental imbe
cility, the madness which have been the result to so many of those unhappy 
prisoners." . It is literally true. I lost my health at Andersonville. My eye
sight was impaired. I did not lose it at Andersonville; I lost it at Belle island, 
from the suffering endured there lying out without shelter. 

Q. Was it contributed to at Andersonville 'I 
A. Yes, it was not benefited.
 
Question repeated.
 
A. Yes. When I arrived at New York I had an attack of my lungs, I 

presume arising from my confin~ment in the south. I made that statement 
believing it to be true. In speaking of my'sight being impaired, I made use of 
the expression "only one degree removed from total blindness;" at a certain time 
my sight was so bad that that was true. 

Q. Did you use this expression in regard to it: "all the result of 11 long 
weary months spent in the Bull Pens of the southern confederacy 1" 

A. I referred to that. 
Mr. BAKER claimed that the whole sentence on which the witness was being 

questioned should be read to him. 
WITNESS. I admit the whole document. I admit that I wrote that letter. 

Every line of it is true with the exceptions I have named. 

THE DISPOSITION AND CONDUCT OF CAPTAIN WIRZ TOWARDS THE PRISONERS. 

I left Andersonville on the 7th of August. I was sent forward as one of the 
six men who come to endeavor to obtain exchanges for our prisoners. 

Q. Were you not sent forward to obtain an exchange for yourself1 
A. We were exchanged at the time; at least we were told that we need not 

come back. 
Q. Then you left Andersonville as thousands of others did, to go to other 

points and	 be exchanged'l 
Question objected 1') and withdrawn. 
A. Nine of our party were exchanged out of 21. 
(By the COURT.) I was born in Ireland, as far as I understand. I was in the 

42d New York volunteers; it was called the Tammany Hall ;regiment. Oolonel 
Mallon was killed at the battle at which I was captured. I did not join the 
regiment originally. I was taken prisoner at the battle of Bristow Station, on 
the skirmish line. 

Mr. BAKER asked leave to put in evidence a letter ·from Hon. Alfred Ely to' 
the keeper of the Old Oapitol prison, asking if he could be permitted to do any
thing for Oaptaill Wirz, as Oaptain Wirz was very kind to the prisoners when 
he was in Richmond. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. I think that in justice to Mr. Ely I should make this 
statement.. He requested that he should be permitted to state publicly that he 
did not come here as a witness for Oaptain Wirz, and that if he was compelled 
to testify with reference to Wirz's conduct at Richmond, while he would say that 
in some instances he treated him kindly, his reputation there was that of a very 
brutal man. 

Mr. BAKER. He told me right the contrary. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. 'The introduction of the letter would make him 

responsible for it. 
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§Ir. BAKEIl. He told me that he knew nothing about Andersonville and 
could say nothing about it; and so I thoug'ht I would not bring him here OIl 
that point merely. . 

'1'he JUDGE ADVOCA1'B. I do not object to it all; but if you. putOaptain 
vVirz's reputation in issue, I will rebut it; that is all. 

:Mr. BAKER. I do not propose to do that. 

CLOSE O~' DBFBNCB, AND REMARKS UPON ADJOURNMENT TO mVB T1M8 FoR 
I'HOPOSITION OF THE ARIHIl\IENTS. 

'rhe case for the defence here closed. 
'rhe JUDGE ADOCATE. 'I'he govel'llment rests its case here in its prosecntion 

of this prisoner; but I want to make a statement which I think lowe to myself 
if no one else. I talked yesterday with the counsel for the accused in regard to 
the propriety of his making a statement of what he proposed to prove by those 

.witnesses whose subpcenas I took the responsibility of revoking. He hilS not 
done so. He said he did not care-

'I'he PRESIDENT. I thought that matter was settled. 
'rhe JUDGI·: ADVOCATE. Yes; but as the whole matter has rested on the dis

cretion I exercised I waut to make this statement. As the organ of the court, 
:;;peaking' for myself and associate, we will admit that those witnesses would 
testify to what the gentleman will state in affidavit they would testify to if 
brought upon the stand. 

'1'he PRESIDENT. I do not think it is necessary to open that question at all. 
It was definitely settled; and it seems to me that if any person were to open it, it 
should be 1\'[1'. Baker, and I see no disposition on his part to do so. 

'l'he JCDGE ADVOCATB. If I should feel assnred that no reference would be 
made to that point hereafter-

lVIr. BAKBR. I will give you no assurance upon that point. 
'1'he J {jDGE ADVOCATE. We propose to allow counsel to make his affidavit as the 

regulations require, that if he were allowed to bring certain witnesses here-mean
ing those whose subpcenas have been revoked-they would testify to certain facts j 
and we propose to adminh--.'l.t they would do so, submitting the question to the 
court whether the facts would be propel' and relevant:. I offer this for the reason 
that I do not wish it to be charged against me that any proper defence was kept 
out of the court. The record ot' the court is very clear that after this question 
was brought up several days ago the counsel said that on the whole he believed 
he would not ask those parties to be subpcenaed; but I desire to make this 
statement here at this time so that counsel might avail himself if he thought 
proper of the offer. 

'rhe PRESIDENT. This matter has passed away, and there is no responSibility 
attaching to anybody for it, because the court has never decided at any time or 
in any manner that these witnesses should not be brought. 'I'he court never 
refused to allow them to be brought. At the same time we cannot say to :Mr. 
Baker t.hat he shall not say so and so in his defence, nor eX/Ict a ,promise from 
him to that effect. He is responsible for his defence, and he must t.ake such 
course as he def'ms right. 

Mr. BAKER. I will say this to the judge advocate, that so far as anything 
personal in his conduct towards myself is concerned, I shall not, either· here or 
outside, refer to it, because he has treated me kindly, althol,1gh I think he has 
treated my case very rougl1ly. What I have to say in my argument I shall 
say in the clearest and stropgest manner. If he has made a mistake in con
ducting his case, I shall not make a mistake by not saying anything about it. 
I shall take advantage of his mistake in any way I can. 

'1'he PRESIDENT. Both sides, the prosecution and the defence, have now rested, 
and the rule of the court permits the counsel for the defence to make·his sum
ming up in behalf of the prisoner, to be replied to on the part of the go~ernment 
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by the judge advocate. I would like to have attention directed to the time 
that may be deemed necessary by counsel on both sides to read the record, col
late the facts, and prepare addresses, which must be read, of course. 

Mr. BAKER suggested that as the record was very voluminous, and as it must 
be all gone over before an argnment conld be written, he would require at least 
two weeks for that purpose. 

The PRESIDENT, (to the judge advocate.) What time do you require 011 the 
part of the government 1 

'rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE. Not 24 hours after counsel shall have placed hiB 
statement in my hands. 

The court was cleared for deliberation, and on the doors being reopened the 
president, addressing Mr. Baker, said: For the purpose of allowing you time to 
prepare your summing-up, the court Las concluded to adjourn till next 'ruesday 
week, at 10 o'clock. 'rhe court understands that there is an agreement between 
yourself and the judge advocate with reference to the admiBsion of some further 
testimony. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Counsel wants to introduce Dr. Ford to testify, in 
reference to the condition of the prisoner's arm. 

Mr. BAKER. What I suggested was to let Dr. I<~ord make his statement before 
the court, not to swear him as a witness. 

The PRESIDEN'l'. Of course he must be sworn. The court will also, for the 
purpose of hearing further testimony, meet next !,Ionday week; but the argu
ments are not to be read until Tuesday. 

Mr. BAKER. I would rather not have a break in the adjournment; but I will 
say to the court, at the same time" that it is impossible for me to be ready to 
make my argument next 'I'uesday week. • 

The PRESIDENT. The court does not feel justified in allowing further time. 
MI'. BAKER. It is simply impossible for me to be ready. I have an additional 

clerk employed for the last week to assist me in this case. 'I'he testimony covers 
75 parts, and I have only been able to examine 17 of them. 

The PR~8IDENT. That is the deci:lion of the court-to allow you till next 
'ruesday week. 

Mr. BAKER. I have calculated the time, and I know that it is impossible for 
me to be ready on that day. If the court persists in its decision, I must Rubmit 
the case without argument. 

Lieutenant Colonel STIBBS. I move that the court be cleared for deliberation. 
The PRESIDENT. Let the court be cleared. 
'rhe court was cleared, aud on the doors being reopened, the president, address

ing Mr. Baker, said: The court has reconsidered its former vote, and has agreed 
to give you until next Thursday week, the 26th ills~ant-twelve days from 
now. 

Mr. BAKER. I cannot accept it, and I must submit my case. 
The PRESIDENT. How much time does the judge advocate require 1 
'rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE. If the counsel for the prisoner does not present all 

argument at all, I will try to argue the points in this case next ·Wednesday. 
Mr. BAKER. I cannot do it. 
'rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE. I'think I can give bot,h sides of the case next Wed

nesday; at least I will try to do so. 
The PRESIDENT. Then the court will stand adjourned until next 'Wednesday. 

OCTOBER 18, 1865. 
The commission met pursuant to adjournment. 

LETTER OF ROBERT OULD RELATIVI> TO THE EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS. 

C. 1\'1. SELP, recalled for the prosecution: 
Question. (A document being exhibited to witness.) Examine that docnment, 

and state in whose handwriting it is. 
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Answer. The handwriting of Robert Ould, late commissioner of' exchanO'e 
Q. Is that his signature attached to it 1 0 • 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. By whom is it indorsed 1 
A. By General Winder and Captain 'rurner, afterwards major. 
The paper just exhibited to witness was offered in evidence, and is attached 

to this record. 'l'he following is a copy: 

CITY !'OIN'I', iJ'Iurch 17, 1863. 
Sm: A flag-of-truce boat has arrived with 350 political prisoners, General Barrow and 

several other prominent men among them. 
I wish yon to send me, at 4 o'clock Wednesday morning, all the military prisoners (except 

officers) and all the political prisoners you have. If any of the political prisoners have 011 

hand proof fUouglt to coovict tltem of' being spies, or of having committed other offences which 
should subject them to punishment, so state opposite their names. Also state whether you 
think, under all the circumstances, they should be l·eleased. The arrangement I have made 
works largely in our favor. We get rid of a set of miserable wretches, and receive some of 
the best material I ever saw. 

Tell Captain Turner to put down on the list of political prisoners the names of Edward P. 
Eggling and EUll,"enia Hammermister. The president is anxious they should get off. They. 
are here now. This, of course, is between ourselves. If you have any female political pris
oner whom you can send off safely, to keep her company, I would like you to send her. 

Two hundred and odd more political prisoners are on their way. 
I would be more full in my communication if I had time. 

Yours, truly, 
ROBERT OULD, Agent of Excltan![e. 

Brigadier General ·WINDER. 

Oounsel for the prisoner declined to cross-examine the witness. 

OCTOBER 18, 1865. 
SAMUEL F. HUNT, for the prosecution: 
Question. ('I'he letter relative to the exchange of prisoners being shown the 

witness.) Examine that document, and state whether you have ever seen it 
before. 

Answer. I have. 
Q. Where? 
A. In Richmond. 
Q. Did you first take possession of it after the fall of Richmond? 
A. Yes, sir; after the evacuation of that city. 
Q. Where did you find it 1 . 
A. Among some private papers in what I presume to be General 'Winder's 

private desk at his headquarters in Richmond. 
Q. When was that 1 . 
A. About the 3d or 4th of April, I think; immediately after the fall of 

the city. 
Counsel for the accused declined to cross-examine the witness. 
The JUDGE ADVOCATE. According to a promise made at the last meeting of 

the court, I have endeavored to go over this case as thoroughly as time andiny 
opportunities would permit; but to enable the prisoner to have the benefit, as 
far as possible, of a mind in no way colored against him, I selected 1\1;r. Hays, 
one of the official reporters, to present the argument for the defence-a gentle
man whose ability the members of the court l'erfeetly understand, and who is 
very familiar with the evidence. 

He will now read to the court the statement of the prisoner, which, I under
stand from Ur. Hays, who has visited him, has been prepared with the aid of 
suggestions made by the prisoner, has been revised by him, and is now sub-. 
mitted with his approval. . . 

The statement of the prisoner was then read as follows: 
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STATEMEXT OF THE PRISONER "'I ANSWER TO 'THE CHARGES. 

In this closing scene of a trial which ~ust have wearied the patience of this 
honorable commission, and which has all but exhausted the little vitality left 
me, I appear t<;> put on record my answer to the charges on which I am arraigned, 
and to protest and vindicate my innocence. I know how hard it is for one, help
less and unfriended as I am, to contend against the prejudices produced by pop
ular clamor and long-continued misrepresentation, but 1 have great faith in the 
power of truth, and I have much confidence in the intelligence and impartiality 
of the officers who are my judges. I am here to answer for all my oHicial and 
personal acts at Andersonville, and if I can convince this court that they have 
been void of offence before God and man, I trust that I shall not be held respon
sible for the official or personal misdeeds of others. That is all I as,k. By my 
OW!! acts let me be judged, and if they have been such as to warrant my conviction 
on anyone of the charges or specifications preferred against me, let me be visited 
with punishment commensurate ,with th~ offence. I do not ask mercy, but I 
demaud justice; and I humbly pray that the God of justice will enlighten the 

, minds and quicken the perceptions of thosp, whose solemn duty it is to discrimi
nate bet~';een the truth and falsehood of all that has been tcstified toin the case. 
I will leave to my counsel the presentation and argument of such points of law 
as they may deem of importance, and will myself endeavor to analyze the evi
dence, group together the main facts, and explain away all that may seem to 
weigh so heavily against me. In doing so I will strive to be simple and con
cise, and let me beg the court to believe that I will be, above all things, frank 
and truthful. 

There are tIiree distinct and clearly defined parts into which the prosecution 
and the defepce are necessarily compressed; and it appears to me that a close 
observance of those natural divisions will do much to simplify the question and 
to enable the court to arrive at a fair and just conclusion. 'l'hese are: 

1st. Have I, as is charged, maliciously, wilfully, and traitorously combined, 
confederated and conspired with John H. 'Winder and others, to injure the health 
and destroy the lives of soldiers in the military service of the United States. 

2d. Am I the person who was officially responsible for the privations and suf
ferings of the federal prisoners at Andersonville 1 and

3d. Have I committed the crime of murder or perpetrated all or any of the 
atrocities laid to my chmge ? 

In regard to the first division-that of conspiracy-I am not conscious of there 
being one particle of testimony in the entire record going to establish the charge 
or giving even faint color ofprobability to its existence. Out of the 160 wit
nesses that have testified before this court, has anyone said that I was ever heard or 
known to have uttered a syllable or done an act tending to show my knowledge 
of the existence of' such, a hellish plot? 

Has anyone shown or even hinted in the remotest manner that such a con
spiracyexisted 1 And ifno living witness could be fonnd to lend even the weakest 
support to the monstrous supposition, surely if it was not all a myth, a dream 
of the imagination, a fantasy of the brain, there could be found among the 
papers of my office, or in the (Hchives of the confederate government, some scrap 
of documentary evidence, to give it at least the semblance of probability. 
think the court may fairly assume, that if this wild chimera was not as unsub
,:;tant-ial as " the baseless fabric of a vision" there would have been some effort 
made by the learned and diligent judge advocate to give it form and. substance. 
No such attempt has been made. No such attempt could be successfully made. 
The idea is altogether too horrible for human credence, and I can hardly think 
the learned judge advocate is serious in asking this honorable court to pass upon 
that charge. Even if all the specifications which are grouped under it were 
literally true, if hundreds and thousands of brave men were subjected to all the 

I 
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horrible sufferings depicted therein, there is not a shadow of testimony by which' 
it can be proven that it was the fruit of a conspiracy. It is incredible to believe 
that any number of created beings, wearing the imprint of their maker, could be 
found in anyone age and clime to band together for such a purpose. The land 
that could produce one such fiend should stand accursed. No countrv could 
possibly be expected to contain two such monsters. • 

Is it necessary for me to address another word to this honorable court defend
ing myself from the charge of conspiracy? 

If it be, let me say this: The government has shown in this very prosecu
tion that its high officers do not believe that there is any foundation for the 
charge. 'I'he court has official cognizance of the fact that on my first arraignmellt 
some of the highest functionaries of the confederate government, General RobeI't 
E. Lee, James A. Seddon, secretary of war, Lucius D. Northrop, commissary 
general, and Doctor 1\1 oore, surgeon general, were described as my co-conspirators. 
'rhe facts on which the charge rested were as fully known to the government 
then as t.hey are now. -If the charge be true now, it was true then; and ifthel'e 
was guilt anywhere in connection with it, that guilt lay more deep and damning 
on their souls than it did on mine, just in proportion as their positions were high 
and mine was humble. Those co·consparitol's were all in the custody, direct or im
plied, of the government; yet not one of them was called upon to take his place 
beside me and answer to this court for his crime; on the contrary, they have all 
been favored with executive clemency, and their names have been expunged 
from the charge. I appeal to the intelligence of this court whether there could 
be a plainer or ampler disavowal by the government of its belief in the existence 
of this monstrous thing styled conspiracy; and then I appeal to its sense ofjus
tice and fair play, whether a differcnt rule shall be applied to me from that which 
was applied to my superiors. . 

I am no lawyer, gentlemen. and this statement is prepared without the aid ef 
my counsel; but unversed as I am, and as perhaps some of you may be in 
legal lore, my reason tells me that before a man can be convicted of a crime 
there must be either a confession on his part or some proof of his guilt. Here 
there is no confession of guilt, bnt a solemn affirmation of innocence. Here there 
is no attempt at proof, but a virtual abandonment of t,be charge as agaiust the 
real culprits, if there were any such. Is not conspiracy a positive crime, just 
as murder is, 01' as robbery is; and is it not, like those crimes, to be proved by 
direct testimony 1 My reason answered, yes. Can a charge of conspiracy, 
bringing with it such consequences as are involved here, be supported on far
fetched inferences 1 Surely not. Common sense re·volts at such an idea. and I 
am confident that law which is said to he the perfection of common sellse 
utterly repudiates it. , 

I believe that that which the judge advocate principally relies upon as proof 
of the existence of a conspiracy is the expression attributed to me by some of 
the witnesses, that I was of more service to. the confederate government than 
any regiment at the front, connected with equally wicked and significant expres
sions attributed to General Winder, General Howell Cobb, and Captain W. S. 
Winder. So far as concerns the remark imputed to myself, I will speak of it 
in another part of my defence. General Winder has gone to thegreatjudgment 
seat to answer for all his thoughts, words, and deeds; and I surely am not to be 
held culpable for them. General Howell Cobb has received the pardon of the 
President of the United States, showing that he could not have been regarded 
as a conspirator, and when I asked that he should be brought here as a witness' 
and given an opportunity of contradicting the testimony referring to him, the 
judge advocate in the exercise of his large discretion declined, to summon him, 
thus virtually admitting that which I desired to pruve. As to Captain W.S. 
Winder, he is, I believe, within thejurisdiction of the United States government, 
and can be made amenable for any crime committed by him. Surely, under 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--45 
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such circumstances, I am not to be held to answer for the rash, wicked, or im
prudent expressions of General Winder, Captain Winder, or General Howell 
Cobb. 

I think I may also claim as a self-evident proposition, that if I, a subaltern 
officer, merely obeyed the leg-al orders of my superiors in the discharge of my 
official duties, I cannot be held responsible for the motives which dictated such 
orders, and if I overstepped them, violating the laws of war and outraging 
humanity, I am to be tried and punished according to the measure of my offence. 
As well might every general, colonel, and captain in the rebel service be held 
criminally responsible as a co-conspirator with the chiefs of the rebellion as I, 
who simply held a subordinate position at Andersonville, be held to answer with 
my life for the motives which mayor may not have inspired my superior officers. 

For all these causes I humbly, but confidently submit to this honorable com
mission that on charge I a verdict of "not guilty" must be reudered. 

I also submit it to the consideration of the court whether, if the charge fall, 
the spccifications uhder it must not, as a legaland logical consequence, fall with 
it 1 The chai'ge is, as it were, the foundation of the edifice, and when it gives 
way the wllOle superstructure topples with it. This, however, is a legal ques
tion which I am incompetent to argue, and which I willingly leave to the court 
to decide for itself under the rules governing military courts. 

I now come to the second division of the question, viz: Am I the person 
who, from my position at AndersolJville, should properly be held accountable 
for the crowded condition of the stockade, the want of' shelter, the unwholesome
11ess of food, the impurity of the water, the inadequacy of hospital accommoda
tion, apd the lack ot medicine and medical supplies, all which causes combined 
led to the dreadful mortality which prevailed at that place ?This division 
covers a large proportion of the testimony, and will render it necessary for me 
to go a little into detail. J will endeavor to avoid prolixity and to present the 
points as briefly as possible. . 

It is in evidence before the court that the stockade was laid out in the winter 
of 1863, by Captain W. S. Winder, and that I was assigned to duty there on 
the 27th of :March, 1864. Whatever, therefore, may be thought of the good 01' 

bad selection of the locality, no imputation in that respect can . rest on me. I 
was actually in Europe at the time of its formation. It is no part of my purpose 
in this defence to accuse 01' to defend others, and therefore I pass by the testi
mony of Lientenant Colonel Persons, one of the principal witnesses for the 
prosecution, tending to show that, for the accommodation of ten thousand pris
oners, the stockade was sufficiently large and properly located. But Lieutenant 
Colonel Persons does give some evidence which has a direct bearing upon my 
own guilt 01' innocence, and to which I ask the attention of the court. 

lie testifies that in February, 1864, he was assigned to duty as commander 
of the troops at Andersonville, and was subsequently advanced to the command 
of the post, from which duty he was relieved in Mayor June; that Captain W. 
Sidney Winder had laid out the prison; that at that time he (Persons) was re
lieved, he was in the act of procuring lumber for the purpose of erecting shelter 
for the prisoners, who then numbered between fifteen and twenty thousand; 
that there was great difficulty in procuring transportation; that there were a 
great many trees inside the stockade when the prisoners first went in, and which 
were used by them in erecting buildings; that the confederate authorities never 
removed those trees, and that W. S. Winder had told him he had had absolute 
discretion in the location of the prison. As to the question of responsibility, the 
following testimony drawn out by the judge advocate is of great importance, 
(Part X, page 607 :) 

Q. What control had he (Gen~ral Winder) of the prison 1
 
A.. He was, as I understand, III command of all the prisoners.
 
Q. He had control over everything 1
 
A.. That was my understanding.
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On cross· examination, Lieutenant Oolonel Persons gives the following testi
mony, (page 621:) 

Q. By whose orders was that prison enlarged 1 
A. I think I did it without any orders. 
Q. Would Captain Wirz have had any authority to enlarge that prison 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Would he have dared to do it1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Was he to be blamed at all for the size of it 1 
A. No, sir. 

Again, on page 623, the witness says: 
I rememember that Captain Wirz time and again wanted to have lumber brought there 
Q. Did he ever show any inclination to prevent its being used 1 . 
A. Never.
 

On page 627 he testifies:
 
Q. Was there anything about the location of that prison that you discovered which led you 

to suppose that it was located for any bad purpose 1 
A. Nothing, sir. 
Q. Did that idea ever enter your mind 1 
A. No, sir. 

Again, on page 629 Lieutenant Oolonel Persons says: 
When that prison was in its infancy, in its very inception, and when the officers there were 

instructed not to build accommodations for more than ten thousand, there were forty thousand 
prisoners sent there. 

Q. Was Captain Wirz to be blamed for that 1 
A. No, sir; Captain Wirz was not to be blamed for that. 

By the COURT: 
Q. Who, in your opinion, was responsible for that1 
A. Well, sir, the authorities were responsible for that. I cannot say who. The great 

blunder on the part of the govel'llment was the concentratio~ oi so many men at one place 
without preparation being made to receive them. The authorities were notified of the 
act, but to no advantage. " • * I think that some of the higher officials were 
responsible, hut who they were I cannot say. * • * No man on earth could have abated 
the rigors of that prison, except the man who wielded the power over them. 

Q. Who was that man 1 
A. I do not know. General Winder was in advance of me, and several others were in ad 

vance of him. Who was re;ponsible I cannot say. 

I think the court will agree with me that so far as the testimony of Lieutenant 
Oolonel Persons can do so it completely exonerates me from all complicity in 
the selection of the locality, the overcrowding of the stockade, and the failure 
to provide proper shelter for the prisoners. And the court will not fail to take 
notice of the fact that this gentleman was an important witness for the prose
cntion; that he had evinced no leaning or sympathy towards me, and that his 
test.imony stands above all suspicion. 

Another important witness for the government was Dr. John O. Bates. He 
has given to this court a terrible but truthfnl picture of the stockade and of the 
hospital. I do not wish to have a single line erased from that description. It 
is all but too true. The only question with me here, as it is all through the 
case, is, was I to be blamed for the existence of those things? I will let Dr. 
Bates, that humane physician and honorable man, speak for me. On page 205 
and following pages, part 4, he testifies as follows: 

Q. Was he (Captain 'Virz) responsible for anything the prisoners lacked, or for anything 
good that they had 1 

A. It was not considered so by the medical officers there. They never blamed Captain 
'Virz that I heard of. I never heard Captain Wirz's name mentioned in reference to the 
ration, so far as the sick were concerned. 

Q. As to the medical department, did he have anything to do with it? 
A. Not that I knew. 
Q. Did you not recognize him as having any right to do so 1 
A. I did not. 
Q. YOY. have no hard feelings towards him 1 
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A. None at all; he always treated me very respectfully and kindly. 
Q. Do you know of his treating anyone else otherwise 1 
A. I never saw him use any hard means towards anybody. 

On page 224 Dr. Bates te<:tifies as follows: 
Q. Did it ever strike you that anyone about those premises was conspiring for the death 

of Union prisoners there 1 
A. It never so impressed me. I always objected to the shortness of the allowance, but I 

never attl"ibuted it to a conspiracy. 

I claim, therefore, and ask the court so to hold, that so far as any respon
sibility for the condition of things in the hospital is concerned, the testimony of 
Dr. Bates entirely relieves me. That testimony is also corroborated by that 
of Dr. G. G. Roy, who says, on page 513, part 8 : 

Q..Then Captain Wirz exercised no control in that respect over the good effects of Dr. 
Clayton's administration any more than over the bad effects of the· other surgeon's admin
istration 1 

A. No, sir; the fault was with the surgeon. 

The same witness, on the pr6cediug page, having spoken of seeing one case 
of a man being bucked as a punishment, says: 

He (meaning me) would have been more severe and his orders would have protected 
him. 

Q. You never saw Captain Wirz exercise sev61ity except in the one instance you 
speak of1 

A.	 Only in the one instance that came under my special observation. 

So far, the court will observe, I have been relying on the statements of the 
most intelligent witnesses on bellalf of the government. I propo<:e to continue to 
quote from that cIas of witnesses and to extract from the evidence for the pros
ecution the elements for my own vindication. 

Lieutenant Colonel D. '1'. Chandler, assistant adjutant and inspector general 
at Richmond, was sent, as the court will recollect, to inspect the condition of 
the ]Jrison at Andersonville. He was there at the end of July and beginning 
of August, and his report of 5th of August is one of the exhibits in this case. 
He found General Winder in command of the post and Captain R. B. Winder 
in the position of quartermaster. The suggestions which he had to make.tor 
the amelioration of affairs there were made, as the court will recollect, not to 
me, showing that I was not the responsible party. I quote from the report of 
his testimony, page 1618, part 24 : 

'Q. With whom did you at first consult when you arrived at Andersonville? 
A. General Winder, the commandant of the post and prison.
 
'Q. How long had he been in command there?
 
A. I cannot say; several months, I know. 
Q. What was his whole duty as cum mandant of the post 1 
A. In regard to the prisoners, to keep t.~em safe, to have them taken care of properly, 

protect them, defend them, prevent them bemg recaptured. 
Q. (Page 16:32.) Wbo had the ordering or directing of the surgeons, or who oucrht to have 

gi:ven orders for them to go inside-the surgeon-in-chief or General Winder? 0 

A. The order would properly have come, I should think, from the senior surgeon. 
Q. ·Then if they did not go in it was owing to his negligence in not giving the order 1 
A. Yes, sir; I suppose so. 

+< '* '1<- 'No \ 'If *' '¥ 'If 'No 

,Q. (Page 1~44.) You looked upon Captain Wirz and his duty as nothing more than a part 
of General W mder 1 

A. I considered him merely the executive officer of General Winder in his particular branch 
of the busiMss. 

it * '*' * '* * '* If * 
Q. (Page 1649 ) You have no reason to believe that they (General Winder's staff officers) 

had any unusual latitude 1 
A. No, sir; I have not. 

* * 'If 

Q. (By the court, p.1674, part 25.) How did you regard General Winder 1 
A. As commander of the post and prison. .
 
,Q. Under whose orders were those medical officers 1
 
A. Under the orders of the chief surgeon and of General Winder. They were under the 

im~ediate,orders of the chief surgeon. . 
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Q. Was Captain Wirz responsible in any degree for the scarcity. of rations in the eom
missary department? 

A. I should thin~ not; lean st.ate positi:ely he was not.; he had nothing to do with it, 
and no eontrol over It. General Wmder was m eommand, wIth Captain Armstrong reporting 
direetly to him. 

Q. Who established the poliee regulations for the stoekade-General Winder or Captain 
Wirz? 

A. General Win~er was respon~ible for th~m; 1:10 not know who drew them up; I sup
pose that the dcad-lllle was estabhshed, eertttlllly WIth the knowledge and eonsent if not by 
the direetion of General Winder. 

Q. The regulations touehing that, from whom did they eome ? 
A. Those instructions, I suppose, eame from General Winder. 

responsi~le for them. * * * * 
I 

' 

know that he was 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: (Page 1686.) 
Q. You have given it as your opinion that Captain Wirz was not responsible for the ration 8 

fllrnished to the prisoners? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you positive of that? 
A. Yes, sir. 

By the COURT: (Page 1690.) 
Q. Did the post eommander always exercise command over the prison? 
A. He did, through his executive officer. 
With these extracts from the testimony of the most reliable witnesses for the 

prosecution, all of them officers of the late confederate government, all of them 
in positions favorable to a knowledge of the subject, none of them evincing 
any bias in my favor, and none open to a question as to their veracity, I sub
mit that on the second division of this subject, that of responsibility for the 
general management of the prison at Andersonville, I am entitled to an acquittal. 
It seems to me, with great respect to this court, that there is no room for doubt or 
hesitancy on the subject. I have deemed it entirely unnecessary to put in any 
evidence on my own side bearing on that point, although the testimony of Cap
tain Wright, quartermaster, Major Proctor, and Captain Armstrong, commissary 
of post, would have furnished additional proof and unqualified evidence that 
their respective departments were under the exclusive control of the commandant 
of post. The judge advocate has very kindly saved me that trouble, and indeed 
has not, so far as I recollect, made any serious effort to contest the point ; and 
the court will recollect that it embraces stockade and hospital alike-that I have 
neither to answer for the location of the stockade, the establishment of the police 
regulations in it, the lack of supplies or of accommodation, the management of 
the hospital, nor any of those matters which have entered so largely into the 
evidence. It is not for me to suggest where the culpability or responsihility 
lay. Enongh for me to defend myself. I try to do so withont reflecting on 
anyone else, and I trust that that will not be regarded as diminishing the strength 
of my case. 

And now, may it please the court, I come to that division of the case where 
I could not if I would evade or shirk responsihility for my acts. I do not 
seek to evade it. If I have violated the laws of war, if I have outraged humanity, 
if I have perpetrated any of the mnrders or atrocities laid to my charge, let m'3 
suffer. But I hope to be ahle to convince the court that I am not guilty, and 
to that object I will now devote myself. It does seem to me, with great respect 
for the judge advocate, whose many acts of kindness I appreciate, that this should 
have been the starting point of the prosecution, and that to that class of alle
gations it should have heen cllUfined. A poor subaltern officer should n~t have 
had the ordinary performance of his rontine duties treated and characterIzed as 
proof of his being a conspirator; nor should he have been called upon to bear 
upon his over-burdened shoulders the faults or misdeeds ?f other~. E.n0ugh 
for him if, on being called .to account, he can show that 10 fulfilhng hIS own 
hard task, he acted honestly, faithfully, humanely. I do hope and trust that 
this enlightened court will bear with me in my humble -effort to convince it that, 
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while commandant of the prison at Andersonville, I was not the monster that I 
have been depicted as being; that I did not cause or delight in the sad spectacle 
of the sufferings, woes, and death of Union prisoners; that I did not contribute 
to their sufferings, but that, on the contrary, I did what little lay in my power 
to diminish or alleviate them, and prove that although I have been represented 
as little less than a fiend in human form, "Heaven' left some remnant of the 
angel still in that poor jailer's nature." 

But how can I approach the task before me 1 How can I collect and bring 
together the varied statements made by the witnesses before this court iu a trial 
of nearly two months' duration? And particularly is it impossible to do so with 
any approach to completeness, from the fact that there was no regular order 
observed in the proofs, and that there was no conn~ction established between 
the circumstances testified to by one witness and the same circumstances detailed 
by another in a different version, and perhaps with an interval of weeks between 
them. I must therefore appeal to the court to believe, that if I do not allude 
to and try to disprove or explain .every piece of testimony against me, it is owing 
to these facts, and not to my inability to do so. Let the court be tolerant and 
charitable, and I will do my best. 

And first, as to the charge of murder: the specifications accuse me of no less 
than thirteen distinct crimes of this grade; three by shooting with my own hand, 
one by jumping and stamping upon a prisoner, three by torturing prisoners in 
stocks and cllain-gang, four by ordering sentries to fire upon prisoners, one by 
having a soldier torn in pieces, and one by beating a soldier with a revolver. 
The name, regiment, date, or circumstances are not, in a single instance, stated 
in the specifications, and in the whole mass of testimony there are but two cases 
of this character that there is any possiblity of fixing with any definiteness. 
In these two cases I am prepared to make my defence, and I hope to do so 
satisfactorily and completely. 

It cannot be expected, neither law nor justice req"uires, that I should be able 
to defend myself against the vague allegations, the murky, foggy, indefinite, and 
contradictory testimony, in which the other so·called murders are enwrapped. 
I do not know that even these two were in the judge advocate's mind when he 
prepared the chargf\s and specifications. I should suppose that they were not; 
otherwise it would have been his duty-and I am sure he would have performed 
it-to have described them with some particularity. The two cases that can be 
reached with any definitf'ness are, first. the real actual case of a federal prisoner 
well known by the nickname of " Chickamauga;" and the second, the unreal, 
imaginary case of a myth described by the name of William Stewart, and repre
sented as having belonged to the !Jth Minnesota infantry. 

As to the real case of;' Chickamauga." it has been described by at least 
twenty witnesses, and in as many different versions. These versions range all 
the way from one or two highly colored descriptions, in which I am made to shoot 
him with my own hand, down to one in which I am shown not to have been 
present ~t all. The truth in this matter is to be fonnd, as usual, midway between 
the two points. One witness, whom, for his' own sake, I will not name, inasmuch 
as his statements must have been, and were, I believe, recognized by every onp. 
who heard them, as undeserving of the slightest belief, describes him (part 6, 
page 399) as "a kind of wE'akly man," who, when I entered the stockade one 
day, wormed around me, saying that he wanted to go out to get air; whereupon 
"Captain Wirz wheeled again, pulled out a revolver, and shot him down." 
Another witness, who, I believe, meant to tell the truth, testifies (part 7, page 
457:) 

He (" Chickamauga") was asking the sentinel to take him outside of the prison, as he had 
enemies in the camp. * * lIe said his leg was not healed, and that he had enemies in 
camp who clubbed him. Captain Wirz never answered him, but said to the sentinel, " Shoot 
the one-legged Yankee devil." The" sentinel shot, and the ball struck him in the head and 
passed out the lower jaw. 
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This witness, the court may recollect, was one of those who, from a circum
stance that occurred about that time, was not cl·oss·examined. That may account 
for his statement not being corrected by himself. Another witness gives this 
version of it, (part 14, page 882:) 

Captain Wirz was in tbe stockade, and this man went up to him and wanted him to take 
him outside. Captain Wirz would not do it, and finally this cripple went over the dead-line 
and said that he would rather he shot than to st9-y there, and begged the /\,uard to shoot him. 
The guard would not shoot him, and Captain Wirz went outside the stockade. There was a 
large' crowd inside the stockade. Pretty soon I heard Captain Wirz halloo to the sentry on the 
post. " * I heard him tell him if the man did not /\'0 back over the dead-line the guard 
was to shoot him. The guard told the man to go back; he did not, and was shot." 

This witness testified on llis cross-examination that" Chiakamauga" had been 
inside the dead-line fifteen or twenty minutes; that the sentry wanted him to go 
back over the dead-line, saying that he did not want to shoot him; that there 
were from 150 to 200 federal prisoners near the dead-line; that they did not 
try to persuade him to return from inside the dead· line ; that (page 892) "they 
stood there and looked at the man; no one said anything." 

A still different version of tbis transaction is given in a more laconic and reck
less style by another witness, (page 936.) I wiIlquote it: 

Q. Did you ever see Captain Wirz shoot any man 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. When? 
A. About the first of April, I think, shortly after he took command there. 
Q. State the circumstances of the shooting. 
A. Captain Wirz was coming in the south gate one day. A sick man, as I took him to 

be-a lame man-asked Captain Wirz something, and Captain Wirz turnd fOlmd and shot 
him. 

There is but one of all the witnesses who testifies on this point, whose testi
mony was ahsolutely correct. He stated that, being out on parole, he noticed 
one evening au excitement down at the gate; that he started to see what was 
the matter j that down near the gate he met Captain Wirz riding back from the 
stockade to his quarters j that he asked the captain what the fuss was about; 
that the captain told him it was that" Chickamauga" fellow who was jawing 
with the sentry and insisting au going into the line j that after Cftptain Wirz 
had parted from him he heard the report of a musket, and on arriving at the 
gate he found that" Chickamauga" had been shot. 

Will the court permit me to make a statement which may serve to explain all 
these conflictiug accounts of the death of poor" Chickamauga ?" 

On the evening in question, the sergeant 01' the officer of' the guard came to 
my qnarters and stated that there was a mall within the dead-line, jawing with 
the 8entry, and refusing to go outside, and th~t there was a crowd of prisoners 
around him, and a good deal of disturbance. I rode my horse down to the 
stockade, dismounted outside, and went in. There I found things as they had 
been described to me. I went up to "Chickamauga" and asked him, in a I'oug'h 
tone of voice, what the hell he was doing there. He said he wanted to be killed. 
I took my revolver in my hand and said, in a menacing manner, that if that was all 
he wanted I would accommodate him. I <,cared him somewhat, and he was taken 
outside by some of the prisoners. I then, in his presence, and solely as a menace, 
told the sentry to shoot him if he came in again. I little thought that he would 
come back, 01' that his comrades would permit him, after their hearing the order, 
to go once more across the forbidden line. I left the stockade, remounted my 
horse, and was 011 my way back to my quarters when I heard the report of a 
musket. I hastened back and ran up to the sentry-box from which the shot had 
been fired. 

There is the simple history of the case, without any reserve 01' misrepresenta
tion. 'rhe court, I am sure, wiII recognize all the marks and evidences of truth 
in it. It is consistent with itself, and consistent with the average line of the test i
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mony. It also explains many statements of witnesses that have probably been made 
by them under the impression of their truth, but which were absolutely untrue. 
For instance,the two men who swore they saw me shoot the prisoner with my" 
own hand, were probably led to make thab statement from having seen me draw 
my revolver in the manner I have described; thp, witness who swore that I was 
within the stockade and gave the order to fire when the man was shot, had seen 
me there and may have witnessed what passed, their mistake being in making 
me present when the shot was fired; and other witnesses who swore that I gave 
the order from outside the stockade had supposed that that was so. But this 
instance will suffice to show how very carefully the court should deal with all 
the evidence produced against me. I might take the ground that the witnesses 
for thp, prosecution so contradicted each other and gal'e such totally opposite 
versions of the same transactions that I could not properly be called upon to 
refute them. They refute each other. I am sure the judge advocate would 
have been inexplicably puzzled to select which version he would adopt. But 
I have thought it better, in this and in every other matter charged against me, to 
give a truthful, honest account of it. I pray the court to believe me, and to give 
me whatever consideration that truthfulness should entitle me to. 

'1'here can be no doubt that the unfortnnate man, whose name appears to be 
unknown, and whose only appellation in this .court is derived from the name of 
the famous field of battle where he lost his leg, was shot in consequence of a 
violation of a rule of prison discipline; n0t an unnecessarily harsh rule, nor 
an unusual one; because at Andersonville it was absulutely indispensable to 
the security of the prison, and because the same rule was enforced at Macon, 
Florence, Salisbury, Belle island, and the other principal p"isons of the southern. 
confederacy, and I presume, though I do not assert, in e j military prisons of 
the United States. This court will know better than I whether the presumption 
is a correct one. I have certainly heard of cases occurring in the very prison 
wherein I am now confined, of prisoners having been shot for similar violations 
f)f prison discipline. The court cannot but be aware of the fact that such rules 
are not unusual, even in other than military prisons; and it may remember the 
incident which occurred some years since in France, where an American citizen 
was shot at the debtors' prison of Vichy for standing at a window, against the 
rules, and that, too, even without warning from the sentry. 

It is important to me, also, that the court will take cognizance of the fact that 
the rules of the prison at Andersonville were printed and posted on conspicuous 
places all throug'h the stockade, that the internal police of the stockade was 
exclusively in the hands of federal prisoners, and that the squads of ninety men 
into which the occupants of the stockade were divided, were officei'ed by federal 
soldierd. Is it therefore within the range of probability that there was a single 
prisoner within the stockade who did not know the penalty of encroaching on 
the dead-line? If there was not, and if the rule was v~olate.J .and the penalty 
inflicted, on whom does the responsibility rest? Certainly not on me. If there 
was, and if soldiers ignorant of the rule and violating it were shot, who was 
responsible? Again, I say, certainly not 1. 

While on this subject, although it diverts me a little from the direct line of 
argument which I had intended to pursue, I suppose I had better dispose of 
all these cases connected with a violation of this rule. 

It is impossible for me to say what number of prisonerd shot upon the dead
line might not be counted up from the evidence for the prosecution, if each case 
sworn toby each witness is regarderl as a distinct and separate case. And the 
difficnlty is that there is no key to the arithmetical problem furnished by the 
prosecution. '1'he judge advocate did not, in the course of the trial or at its 
close, intimate how he proposed to solve it. Am I to be called upon to defend 
myself in regard to one, two, three, ten, twenty or a hundred such cases 1 Really, 
gentlemen, I do not knaw. Is the court any wiser 1 Is the judge advocate? I 



TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 713 

can do nothing more than dismiss with these remarks the whole of this class of 
cases. 

And now I return to the second and only other charge of murder that I can 
be expected to meet and refute. It differs from the case of the unfortunate 
Ohickamauga in thi~, that the alleged victim Ilad the good fortune never to have 
been within view of the Andersonville stockade. "Wm. Stewart of the 9th 
Minnesota infantry" is as much a creation of the fertile imagination of the 
witness ",:ho testified to his murd~r by me, as the conspiracy charged against me 
is a; creatIOn of. the fancy of ~he Judge advoca;te. He sprang fro~ the prolific 
bralll of that witness-a soldIer of the republIc, although unhappIly situated
as Minerva is said to have sprung full-armed from the brain of Jove. The 
judge advocate will not, I venture to say, find on any of the books of the Ander
sonville prison the entry of that name and regiment. It will not be found in 
the hospital record on the death register. There has not been produced here a 
witness who knew either of his life or death, and who could tell us aught of 
either. But George W. Gray knew him and tells of him. And hrre is the story 
that he tells, (part 39, p. 2700 :) 

Q. Do you know anytbing about the prisoner baving shot a prisoner of war there at any 
time'l 

A. He shot a young fellow llamed 'William Stewart, a private belonging to the 9th Min
nesota infantry. He and I went out of tbe stockade with a dead body, and after laying 
the dead body in the dead-house, Captain Wirz rode up to us and asked us by what author
ity we were out there or what we were doing there. Stewart said we were tbere by proper 
authority. Wirz said no more, but drew a revolver and shot the man. After he was killed, 
the guards took from his b"dy about $20 or $30 dollars, and VlTirz took the money from the 
guard and rode off, telling the guard to take me to prison. 

* "* "* "* * ~ * '* * 
Q. Were you at the time attempting to make your escape 7 
A. No, sir; but it was my intention, if I could, to do so. I was not attempting it at that 

time, nor was Stewart. 

On cross-examination, (part 40, p. 2728,) lIe says: 
I think Captain Wirz made some remark like this: "Damn you, you talk that way to me 

do you 7" I think that was wbat he said, but I am not positive. 
7(0 "* "* "* '*"* "* '* 

Q. And Captain Wirz shot Stewart simply because be said that you were out by proper 
authority 7 

A. 'Whether he sbot him because he said that to him, or because he was a Yankee, I do 
not know. I leave tb at to himself; but that was all Stewart said to him. " " I was 
talking to the guard. I acknowledge that I was_trying to bribe that fellow-trying to get 
away. 

* '*"*"*"*"* 
Q. How many persons were present at that time 7 
A. I did not count them; I know that there were two came up after the man was killed. 

I think that was all who came near. 
* * * * ~ * ~ * 

Q. What day did that happen 7 
A. It was just as much as I could do to keep the month, let alone the day. I do not know 

the da!, *" """ * " 
It was in September; I would not be certain what part of the month. 

By the COURT: 
Q. What kind of a horse did the prisoner ride 7 (P. 2728.) 
A. He was riding a sorrel horse, I think. I.am sure it was a sorrel. 

It is a somewhat singular circumstance that the only two witnesses who 
describe me as riding any other horse than the gray old mare, are precisely the 
two whose general testimony is entitled to the least possible degree of credit.. 
They are, the witness who originated the murder of William Stewart, of the 9th 
Minnesota infantry, and the one who saw the assassination of Ohickamauga by my 
own hand. Is this accident, or does it go to show that these two men had put 
their heads together and concocted their stories? 
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The spectator and narrator of my murderous attack on Ohickamauga is the 
individual who told the very credible story of having had his arms and moneY 
taken from him on his arrival at Andersonville, he having been then in the hands 
of confederate soldiers for over a week-as if he could have retained his arms 
and $150 in coin, besides $130 in greenbacks, for an hour after his capture; who 
accounts for the gold by saying that he got it under the root of a tree, in the 
woods near Jackson, Mississippi, having been piloted to the spot by the most 
unselfish darkey that ever existed; and who makes that money be turned over 
by me to Oolonel Gibbs, who did not take command of the post for months 
afterwards. Should the court desire to refer to this veracious history, it will be 
found in part 6, commencing- at page 398. In it, the court will discover that I 
rode a kind of roan horse, with dark mane and tail, and that the author of that 
veracious history saw me ride him a hundred times, whereas, if there is 'any fact 
in the whole case as fully established as the existence of a prison at Anderson
ville, it is the fact, as the court will recognize, that I invariable rode an old gray 
mare. 

If the man who originated the romance of" ,William 'Stewart," had not been too 
voluble, and too anxious to insure to me a felon's doom, if he had been satisfied 
with one dramatic production, he might have secured his object and saved his 
reputation. But,like " vaulting ambition," he overreached himself, and fell, with 
much injury to himself, on the other side. 

He was as original as the author of the treasure-trove discovered in' the 
woods near Jackson. 

He first (p. 2696) makes me an inmate of the sutler's shanty, and makes me 
demand a dollar from his friend, Underwood, for a piece of an old shirt, which 
the extortionate Fechnor was giving him for charity's sake; and when Under
wood handed over to me a $10 bill and requests his change, this imaginative 
genius makes me kick him out of the door. I will not insult the intelligence of 
the court by criticising that story. . 

Further on, at 2703, he get5 off another piece of romance, which must have 
astonished even the witnesses from Andersonville, albeit accustomed to hear and 
believe wonderful things about me, and which I will give in his own words: 

There came an order to parole all the sick soldiers there. They were to be removed from 
that prison, and all the prisoners were to be brought to the gate. It being late in the after
noon, and the roads being very muddy, I requested Captain Wirz to permit us to aid these 
men in getting to the cars. His reply was tlJ.at when we were needed he would call upon 
us. He said to Lieutenant Davis" If any of the men rehlse to go, or if they lie down on the 
road on their way to the cars, bayonet them." I have seen many poor soldiers bayoneted
there by the guards when they were crawling on their hands and knees to the cars. 

Must it not have occurred to the court, either that all the hundred 'lnd more 
witnesses for the government were remarkably stupid not to have made some 
allusion, however slight, to the bayoneting business; or else that Sergeant 
George W. Gray, of the 7th Indiana cavalry, is gifted with miraculous powers of 
vision, on the principle that-

" Optics good have they, I ween, 
"Vho see what is not to be seen." 

But that is not all His powers of sight are only equalled by his powers of 
hearing, for he declares (page 2703) that he heard me say to one of the surgeop' 
who asked me when I was going to remove thesa Yankees: "Damn those Yar 
kees; they will all be dead in a few days anyhow." 

I must not omit to mention as an additional proof of his invention or of his 
optical powers that he saw a man (p. 2704) who had his cheek torn off by 
bloodhounds, and his arms and hands and legs gnawed up so that the man only 
lived some twenty-four hours after he came into the stockade. As this dog 
story rests solely on the evidence of the 'luthor of the "Wm. Stewart" 
romance, and of the bayoneting incident, and of the anecdote in regard to my 
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prophecy that the Yankees would all be dead in a few days anyhow, and of the 
metamorphosis of the old gray mare into a sOlTel horse, I presume the court will 
not expect me to criticise it when I come to that part of the case. 

Before closing with this remarkable witness, let me remind the court of his 
farewell speech before leaving the witness stand, in which, not satisfied with all 
he had sworn, he summed up all in one burst of indignant eloquence, as follows: 

I have seen men falling- and dying in every direction. At the prison gate there is a 
graveyard cl.ose at hand, where I can safely say that 12,000 of our brave boys are buried 
in the GeOl·gIa sands, and from nothing else but sheer starvation. They died from starvation 
and vaccination. 

How much longer the record of this case would have grown, if the President 
had not ruthlessly ordered the orator from the stand, it is impossible to say. If 
the judge advocate had never placed him there, (having had an opportunity to 
judge of him in his preliminary examination,) his exclusion would have been more 
creditable to the government, though, perhaps, of some injury to my interests. 
I thank the judge advocate for Gray, and for Alcoke, the trellsuretrove man; 
and for that other witness, whose name I will not here mention, because he holds 
the commission of an officer of the United States, and who knows so little of 
what he was swearing to that he located the stocks within the prison enclosure, 
and doggedly and immovably persisted in keeping them there after his attention 
being called to the fact that they never was so. Three instances of such wit
nesses on the side of the prosecution give a pretty fail' indication of the difficulty 
of my defending myself against all those loose charges and specifications, and 
the impossibility of my doing so with success, unless I find in the members of 
the commission, as I hope and trust to find, fail' and charitable judges, who will 
take all the circumstances into consideration, be gnided more by the doctrine of 
probabilities than by positive statements, and not assume, as the judge advocate 
did on one occasion, that because the witnesses for the prosecution were mostly 
soldiers of the United States, a doubt of their veracity was a stigma 00 the 
service. 

I think I can say no more on the subject of Ohickamauga or William Stewart. 
They are the only two murder charges in the testimony that can possibly be 
reached, either by evidence 01' argument. Detached and utterly unconnected 
declarations of this or that witness, that some time in the spring, or in the sum
mer, or in the fall of 1864, they saw me near a sentry who fired upon and killed 
some man whom they knew nothing about, and could not designate, make up all 
the medley of murder. The court cannot reduce that chaos to order. The 
judge advocate cannot. I will not attempt it. . 

I claim, therefore, that, so far as the charge of murder is concerned, the pros
ecution has failed so signally that the judge advocate cannot, with any show of 
reason 01' justice, ask the court for a conviction: 

I am arraigned under the general charge of murder, (specification 11,) withhaving 
caused, incited, and urged" certain ferocious and blood-thirsty animals called 
bloodhounds to pursue, attack, wound, and teal' in pieces a soldier belonging to 
the army of the United States, whose name is unknown"-thereby causing the 
death of such prisoner. 

The only dog story that I have been at all identified with in the testimony is 
that in which the man nick-named "Frenchy" was the chief actor, and the 
whole of it amounts simply to this: I will give it in narrative form, but the 
court will find the elements of it scattered throughout the record. Frenc.hy 
was a little, wiry, active fellow, whom bolts, stocks, and gua~'ds were alIke 
powerless to prevent escaping. He got away half a dozen tImes, a.nd was 
brought back generally by planters living within a circuit of tweoty I~llies !l;nd 
owning hounds, which they kept for the recapture of their slilves, a?d WIth whICh 
escaped prisoners were almost sure to be tracked out. At last I saId to Frenchy, 
"It is. only a waste of material to put shackles upon you; I will parole you." 
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I did so. Next day Frenchy was gone again. He returned voluntarily in the 
evening, saying that he had been blackberrying. I remarked that it was a nice 
way for a paroled man to work, when he declared that he wonld do no work. 
Still I did not put him back into the stockade. The next day he was gone 
again. This time he deliberately bro3:.e his parole. I was glad to get rid of 
him, and took no measure to have him recaptured. Three or four days after
wards, to my regret, he was brought back by some planters. At that time the 
chain-gang was being formed, by directions of the commandant of the post, fiJI' 
the punishment of men who had broken their parole, and I ordered Frenchy to 
be sent to the provost marshal so that he might have a place in the chain-gang. 
r.rhe lieutenant of the guard was afterwards taking him down to the smith. 
when Frenchy again effected his escape by jumping into a thicket near 
the creek. The matter was reported to me. I had the dogs sent for. They 
soon came on his track. He took to a tree. One of the pursuing party (not I) 
fired a pistol close to him to induce him to come down. He was not hit, but he 
dropped or fell from the tree intl!. a mud hole, when the dogs rushed npon him. 
I jumped on the dogs and drove them off. The court will recolle.ct the evidence 
as to both Frenchy and myself being covered with mud. That was the cause. 
l!"'renchy had his clothes barly torn, and had some scratches, but otherwise 
received no injury. I neither sent him back again into the stockade nor placed 
him in stocks or chain-gang; I simply had him put in the guard tent and kept 
there till I had a chance of sending him to be exchanged. I availed myself of 
the first opportunity. His name was ,!'rado, and the disposition thus made of 
him will be found in the prison record, which is in the hands of the prosecution 
and is not accessible to me. 

There are a few other dog stories in the testimony, but none of them directly 
connecting myself with them. This of Frenchy's is the only one with which 
I am personally identified. The fact -that Frenchy was not seriously hurt by 
the dogs has been testified to by Guizetti, (part, 53, p 5413,) and tlJe fact of his 
being sent away to be exchanged is verified by other witnesses. 

The man did not die, and therefore I cannot be found. guilty of his murder. 
What other cases of the kind may be found scattered throughrlUt the testimony 
are of that floating charact.er that they cannot be in any way fixed, and L cer
tainly cannot be called upon to answer them. 

As to any death of a prisoner in the stocks I believe the only tangible case 
is that of Frenchy, whom some witness causes to end his career in that manner. 
If there is any other instance of the kind, it too is of the" stuff that dreams are 
made of." 

I believe I have gone through all the specifications under the charge of murder, 
and claim, in all confidence, that to fiud me guilty of any single one of them 
would be an outrage on cOlIlmon seuse, which I earnestly trust and believe this 
high court is incapable of committing. 

These same and other allegations are mixed up, I believe, under the charge 
of conspiracy. It puzzles me to understand the logic or reason of that thing. 
But I suppose it i~ necessary to say something in regard to them. 

The idea of keeping a pack of dogs for the tracking and recapturing of pris
oners did not originate with me, nor am I responsible for the odium or blame 
attaching to it. On this point I will only cite the testimony of Colonel James 
H. Fannin, who commanded the 1st Georgia reserves, stationed at Andersonville; 
on page 2924,	 part 44, he testifies as follows: 

Do you Imow anything about a man named Turner 7 
A. Serg-eant 'furner, the owner of :the dogs, belonged to the Jst regiment Georgia reserves, 

my reg'iment, company K. I do not know that I ever saw Turner till an order came from Gen
eral Winder, in Jnne or July, 1864, requiring this man Turner to report to him in person. I 
recollect sending for the man and his reporting to me. I sent him over to Gcn.eral Winder, 
and he came back and reported to me that General Winder had given him a furlough to go 
home. I said that was something rather il'l'egular, I thoug-ht, and I asked him on what 
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business he had been ordered. He said that the general had ordered him to go home and get a 
pack of negro dogs he ha,1 and bring them there, in order to capture prisoners ~ * He was 
sent for his dogs and returned with them, I think, in the latter part of June or about the 1st 
or the middle of July." 

So, too, Lieutenant Colonel Persons (part 46, page 3708) testifies: 
Could Captain Wirz in any way give furloughs to the guards for shooting Union pris

oners 1 . 
A. No, sir; he could not. 
Q. Did you ever know or hear of one obtaining a furlough for shooting a Union prisoner 1 
A. I never heard of it, and I do not believe there was any. * ~ I think I would have 

heard o( it if any such thing had happened. 

Need I quote any more witnesses to confound that slanderous charge? 
The com:t is aware that there is much more to the same effect in the record, 

but I should suppose that would suffice. It has been contradicted, I am sure, 
to the full satisfaction of the court. and I will only quote the testimony of one 
or two wituesses on that poiut.The same Colonel Fannin (page 2917) says: 

Q. Did a guard ever apply to you for a furlough, on the ground that he had shot a Union 
soldier, or did you ever heotr of such a thing wbile you were there 1 

A. I heard that such things were spoken of there, but they were mere rumors, lIud there 
was no truth in them; * ~ I do not know tbat any application was made on that ground. 
None ever was, that I know of. I heard it as camp rumor, nothing more. 

As to the stocks and other means of punishment resorted to at Andersonville, 
I am not aware that they are unusual or cruel. 

'1'he stocks, and the ball and chain, have been resorted to, perhaps, in every 
regiment in either service. They were never used at Andersonville except in 
flagrant cases and where the prisoner had deliberately broken his parole. '1'here 
has been a gond deal of testimony taken in regard to granting furloughs to con
federate soldiers as a reward for shooting Union prisoners. .That is sworn to by 
many witnesses for the prosecution just as strongly as many other things alleged 
against me. And there is just as much truth in it. It was a mere idle, absurd 
camp Tumor. 

'1'here is it large amount of testimony in reference to depriving prisoners of 
their rations. Two witnesses, Samuel Dand, Jacob D. Brown, have it that from 
the first to the fourth, or from the second to the fifth of July, no rations entered 
tbe stockade. (Part 7, page 462-470,) 

If tbis story were true, how many prisoners-reduced as they were-would 
have survived it 1 and yet that is but a fair sample of the sort of testimony on 
which I am sought to be condemned. There is just one-fourth of the story true. 
The men did not'jet their rations on the fourth of July; not, however, as a mat
ter of punishment. The cause was simply this: that was the day when the 
conflict with the raiders occurred. '1'he commotion in the camp was so great 
that the quartermaster, who was distributing the rations at the time, had to leave 
the stockade. Some men had their rations distributed, but comparatively few. 
The rest had to do without theirs till the next day, when both days' provisions 
were supplied. That is the whole story, when simplified and denuded of those 
wondrous exaggerations which thejudge advocate and his witnesses have woven 
into it. Any other stoppage of rations was but partial, confined to a squad, 
and for the reasons that have been clearly assigned. And that is the whole 
story of starvation. '1'he amount and character of the provisions I have shown 
that I was not responsible for. '1'he prisoners, as has been fully shown, were al
lowed the same rations as confederate troops at posts and on light duty. 

There is one circumstance, not in evidence, but which perhaps the judge ad
vocate will admit, bearing on the general question of my responsibility for 
rations, &c. Captain R. B. Winder, quartermaster of the post at Andersonville, 
forwarded to the Secretary of War in this city a communication, which will be 
fonnd in the War Department, stating that in regard to food, shelter, water, burial. 
of 'the dead, and alI other matters appertaining to the quartermasters' department 
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at Andersonville, he alone was responsible up to the time that the matter of pro
visions was turned over to the commissary; 

All the testimony in that respect, whether oral or written, of official or unoffi
cial pel'soIls, established that fact; and the court's own knowledge of military 
routine must confirm it. 

By what show of justice can the government endeavor to hold me responsible 
for all these things? 

There is some testimony'in regard to my violently assaulting prisoners, and I 
believe one witness, of the Sergeant Gray stripe, has represented me as knocking 
down and stamping upon a prisoner with such violence as to cause his death. 
The date is fixed as September, but there is no name, regiment, or anything 
else to vindicate who that soldier was, and therefore I am precluded from the 
possibility of direct contradiction. But the indirect contradiction is perhaps 
equally positive. The court has seen for itself the helpless, inflamed condition 
of my right arm, which was as bad then as it is now. (See Dr. Roy's tc;sti
mony, part 70, page 4468.) An~ the court knows that it would be utterly im
possible for me to use that arm in any active manner, much less commit violence 
of that nature with it. My left arm is equally powerless, the shoulder having 
been dislocated, and in September I was only recovering from a long sickness. 
'['hat is the only contradiction that I can give to that and similar stories; except 
indeed that general contradiction which I now approach, and which applies to 
the whole range of evidence hrought against me. 

Father Whelan, the Oatholic priest who visited Andersonville. that good, pious, 
simple-minded, God-fearing and man-loving priest, whose self-sacrificing labors 
there entitle him to the reverence of all who witnessed or may ever read of 
them, testifies as follows, (part 42, page 2872 :) 

While you were there, did you ever heal' or know of any personal violence of Captain 
Wirz to any soldier 1 

A. No, sir; I never saw Captain Wirz inflicting any personal violence on any prisoner. 
Neither did I hear of it during my stay there. * * ~ It is the highest probability that 
such a thing could not have occurred without my knowledge. * * * I mingled with the 
prisoners entirely. I have been there for a fortnight perhaps without speaking to any but 
prisoners. If anything of that nature had occurred, it is highly probable that I should have 
heard it. * • * He afforded me every facility with l'egard to the prisoners. * * He 
never showed any objection to giving me at any time a pass to go into the stockade or hos
pital. * * * He was always calm and kind to me. 

His fellow-clergyman, Father Hamilton, testifies as to the same point, (page 
2869 :) 

It seemed to me that he was disposed to do everything in his power for their spiritual com
fort, and, as far as I could see, for their bodily comforts also. 

Oolonel Fannin testifies, at page 2931, that he never heard while at Ander
sonville of my doing such a thing as killing or otherwise injuring a prisoner in 
any way. 

Lieutenant Oolonel Persons (part 46, page 3080) testifies as follows: 
Q. Did YOlt ever lmow or hear of Capt<lin Wirz, in any way, shooting or beating with 

II pistol or kicking to death any prisoner while you were there 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever lmow of his killing them in any way or brutally treating them 7 
A. No, sir; I never did. * * * If he Lad used any extraordinal'Y violence it strikes 

me I woultl have heard of it. 
Q. But you never did 1 
A. I never did. 
These were all witnesses for the prosecution, who were re-examined for the 

defence. Another witness for the prosecution, Robert H. Kellogg, who was in 
the stockade from May to September, acting as sergeant of It squad, and who 
has since published a book on the subject, testified on his direct examination, 
in answer to the judge advocate, that he never heard Captain Wirz give any 
orders alld never (p. 370) saw him perpetrate any acts of cruelty. On cross
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examination he repeats this, adding (p. 391) that he never heard Captain Wirz 
order anything to be taken from a prisoner. Colonel D. 'I'. Chandler, another 
important witness for ~he prosecution, and .whom I have quoted on other points, 
visited AndersonvIlle ~n August, 18G4, as ~nspector general of the adjutant gen
eral's department at RI~hmond. He descl'lbed how he went into the prison and 
examined matters for hImself. He says, (part 24, p. 1609 :) 

I took the men aside and questioned them, so that Wirz could not hear me, as to any com
plaints they had to ma~re, and.none of them made any complaints against him. The com
plaints were mostly of ms~ffiCient food, of want of shelter, and want of clothing. No com 
plaints were made ahout hun to me. 

The report which ColoneI- Chandler made to his government, and -which is in 
evidence in this case on the part of the prosecution (Exhibit 19) speaks, as the 
court will recollect, in most favorable terms of me, while recommending the 
relieving the commander of the post on account of the exhibition of the very 
qualities which are now imputed to me. I quote from his report (part 23, 
p. 1543 :) 

Captain Henry Wirz, in immediate command of the prison, is entitled to commendation 
for his untiring energy and devotion to the discharge of the multifarious duties of his position, 
for which he is pre-eminently qualified. I respectfully concur in the recommendation which 
has been forwarded hy General Winder for his promotion. 

I put it to the court whether, if there was any truth in the stories of cruelty, 
heartlessness, and oppression of which I have been the subject, an officer of the 
keenness, intelligence, and brcadth of views of Colonel Chandler, would not 
have discovered, j- his week's close inspection of all pertaining to the prison at 
Andersonville, thaL I was an improper person to occupy the position that I filled, 
and whether, instead of recommending my promotion, he would not have recom
mended my instant removal. Cruelty to and negl(~ct of prisoners were no pass
port to Colonel Chandler's good opinion, for on those very grounds he urged and 
pressed upon the war department at Richmond the removal of my superior 
officer. And who can believe that if one hundredth part of what is here charged 
against me were true, none of the prisoners within the stockade, none of the 
paroled men ontside, none of the officers attached to the post, would have whis
pered in his ear that I was cold, heartless, cruel? Why, gentlemen, he could 
not have passed an hour there without learning of it. The very stones would 
have cried out against me. I claim, therefore, that if there were nothing in this 
case in my .•;vor except the testimony of Sergeant Major Kellogg, Colonel Per
sons, Colonel Fannin, Oolonel Chandler, Father Hamilton, (all witnesses for 
the prosecution,) and Father Wheelan, (for the defence,) that alone ought to 
outweigh the medley mass of incongruous and self-contradictory statements put 
in by the government, even if it reached ten times its preseHt volume. If there 
was truth in it, then the testimony of those honorable gentlemen whom I have 
named could not possibly be true. But if their statements are reliable (and the 
judge advocate can certainly not call them ill question) then the whole prose
cution mnst inevitably fail. I put it to the good SE'nse, the judgment, the jus
tice, of this court, as to which side the testimouy is in favor of; only adding 
that, besides the paragraphs I have quoted, every respectable and reliable wit
ness, either for the government or for myself, who was in a p013ition to know 
anything about the every-day hbtory of Andersonville, has stated before this 
court in the most podtive and unequivocal terms that all the stories about my 
cruelty were entirely new to them when they came to Washington, and had 
never reached their ears before. Is not this utterly inconsistent with the truth 
of the wondrous stories told by those witnesses, who represent me in their own 
imaginations and to a too credulous public as the incarnation of all that is mon
strous and cruel 1 III this connection I will allude, in passing, to that incident 
testified to by several of my witnesses, viz: my collecting and taking out of 
the stockade all the little boys who were in it, in order that the poor little fellows 
might, in the enjoyment of purer air and healthful exercise, have a better chance 
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of being restored to their yearning mothers and sisters at home. Did that in 
me indicate a totally depraved condition? Is it consistent with the picture drawn 
of me by the prosecution 1 No, gentlemen, the fabulous Wirz of this case should 
be like ambition, " made of sterner stuff" 

My sel'vices in seeing to the proper distribution of Father Whelan's supply 
of :flour to the patients in hospital, my politeness to Miss Rawson, who came 
with her fortnight's supply to one poor federal soldier, my bearing towards the 
ladies of Americus, and toward the Methodist minister, Rev. E. B. Duncan, who 
came there twice to preach the gospel, are all irreconcilable with the picture 
drawn of me. 

As to the vaccination matter, I might as well be held accountable for an 
unskillful amputation, an improper dose of medicine, or anything else of that 
sort. The testimony of the prisoner who was put in the stocks by my order, 
in connection with that subject, is true to this extent, that the medical officer of 
the day reported to me the man's refusal to be vaccinated, and when I spoke 
to him on the subject he replied i!,- an insolent and offensive manner. The put
ting him in the stocks was not a coercive but a punitive measure. Is it neces
sary to plead before this court the absolute necessity of maintaining strict dis
cipline? 

As to the whipping of prisoners of war, there are in the evidence two undis
puted cases of the kind-one that of an Italian named Bardo, another that of a 
colored man named Hawkins. Bardo himself was produced before you, and 
testified (part 53, page 3460) that he was whipped because he had disguised 
himself as a negro, but that the order to whip him was given, not by me, for 
he knew" the old Dutch Captain" but by a lieutenant who wore a black feather 
in his hat. The whipping of Hawkins was in punishment for an outrageous 
assault upon a respectable white woman in the neighborhood, and for forging 
my name to a pass. 'I'here is enough of evidence in' the case, although some was 
excluded, to establish these facts. Any other whipping of negroes that may 
have taken place was in the quartermaster's department. 'I'hey were made to 
work, not being regarded by the confederate government, whose officer and 
servant I was, in the light of prisoners of war. As to my profane expressions, 
wherein I am represented as comparing my services to the confederate govern
m~nt with those of generals or regiments at the front, these, too, are gross exag
gerations. The only remarks of that character were to the effect, that I had 
a larger command than any general in the field, The court can see how easily 
this natural remark could bave been tortured, as it was, into one implying dev
ilish purposes. The remark at the graveyard as to the Yankees receiving the 
land they came to fight for, was actnally made, but not by me. There were 
other officers present, and one of them was the utterer of it. The insnlting 
langua.ge attributed to me by the witness Spencer never was uttered. In fact, 
he makes the conversation take place in the presence of two officers who had 
left. Andersonville montbs before; just as in his story about negotiations for land, 
he puts in the mouth of W. W. Turner language in regard to his earning money 
enough in the hunting of escaped prisoners to pay for the land-never for a 
moment supposing that his Turner was a totally distinct person from the owner 
of the hounds.. ' 

And now I have gone over as much of this case as it is within my power to 
do. I have not purposely avoided any subject properly in the case; if I have 
overlooked any I pl'ay the court not to impute it, to my inability to dispose of 
it favorably to myself. I hope that, as it is, I have not wearied the conrt. I 
have sought to compress my statement into the smallest possible compass. 
Perhaps I might here end what I have written. A few paragraphs more and I 
will do so. ' 

'1'here is one consideration in the case which perhaps may not have escaped 
the impartial attention of this commission. Placed, as I am represented by 



721 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

the government to have been, in a, position where I had unlimited powers, I never 
used those powers for the purpose of my own aggrandizement. There is not 
even an insinuation, I b~liev~. that I ever robbed a federal soldier there of any
thin~ t.hat belo.nged to hIm. The property taken from the prisoners who belonged 
to raldmg partIes (and nOne was taken from auy other) was turned over inva
riably to the quartermaster.. 

The case of exchange of bad pork for goocl beef was a triflinO' arid innocent 
matter that has been grossly magnified. I had had some hogs slaughtered, and 
fearing that all of th~ meat might not keep, I asked the commissary if he would 
exchange some fresh beef against it, pound for pound, ifhe found the pork good. 
He consented to do so, and the exchange was effected to the extent of just 70 
pounds. Not an ounce of that pork was ever furnished inside the stockade. 
It was so good that the paroled men outside sought and obtained it. With that 
simple exception the record shows that I never interfered with provisions there. 
On the contr!uy, there is much testimony to' show that in several instances I 
regularly paid for the extra ration of paroled men. I stand, therefore, as I hum
bly claim, with my character for honesty amI fair dealing spotless and unsullied. 
If I was the tyrant and ruffian that I am represented to be, and had every
thing my own way, is it likely I would have made such an arrangement with 
paroled men 1 

And here I will close with one or two final remarks. '1'he court will observe 
that in this statement I have studiously avoip,ed any deviation from the strict, 
legitimate path of my defence. I have not said a word to bring discredit upon 
any officer of the late confederate or of the federal government. I have not 
attempted to complicate the case with any alll\sions as to where the responsibility 
rested for non-exchange of prisoners Qf war. . . 

Closely connected as that question is with the general subject, it has nothing 
to do with the subject of my guilt or innocence. If I were rash or imprudent 
enough to touch that question it might be imputed to me as an acknowledgment 
of the weakness of my case. I want all the sympathy, good feeling and confi
dence of this' court too much to say or do anything that might give offence. It 
is composed of brave; honorable. and enlightened officers, who have the ability, 
I am sure, to distinguish the real from the fictitious in this case, the honesty t(} 
rise above popular ,clamor and public misrepresentations, and who have names, 
and reputations to transmit to history, and to leave unimpaired to their descend
ants. I cannot believe that they will either darken their intellect or prostitute
their independence for the sake of crushing ont the last faint embers ofa life
that is just ebbing out. I cannot believe that they will consent to let the present 
and future generations say of them that they stepped'down from their high posi
tions, at the bidding of power, or at the more reckless dictate of ignorant, wide
spread prejudice, to consign to a felon's doom a poor subaltern officer, who, in a 
different post, sought to do his duty and did it. '1'he statement, which I now 
close, will probably survive me and -you alike. It will stand as a complete an
swer to all the ma'ss of misrepresentation heaped npon me. May God soditect 
and enlighten. you in your deliberations that your reputation for impartiality and 
justi.ce may be. upheld, my character vindicated, and the few days of my natural 
life spared to my helpless family. 

H. WIR,Z, 
Latc Captain, A. A. G., C. S. A. 

'VYASHINGTON, October 18, 1865. 

rfhe JUDGE ADVOCATE. As I intimated, when interrogated as to the time 
which I should require after the statement of the prisoner had been submitted, 
I now ask for twenty-four hours in which to prepare the closing argument in 
this .cnse. In view of the more than usual importance of the q nestiGnsto be 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--46 
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to present the 3rgument as fully as possible, calling attention to some things 
which have not been noticed in the statement made for the defence. J shall be 
fully ready to go on next FriQay moming. 

, Mr. BAKER inquired of the judge advocate whether he hail sent for Dr. Ford, 
to be examined as a witness in the ease. ' 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE. Dr. Ford was excused from coming here under a, 

necessity which I felt bound to recognize; but I agreed to state, if called upon 
by, counsel, ,that if he were produced as a witness he would testify, as I now 
admit that he would, that the condition of the prisoner's arm at this time is not 
such as to enable him to fell,to the ground a stout man, or seriously injure such 
a one by beating him, without, injuring the prisoner himself at the same time. 
The doctor wanted me to say that he, of course, knew nothing as to the condition 
of the prisoner's arm at Andersonville, and could in no way reason back so as to 
enable him' to give an opinion as to its condition at that time. He wished me 
further to state that while the prisoner could not, in his prcsent condition, knock 

, down a stolit man; it might ·be true that he could knock down aman in snch a 
condition as those were at Andersonville, as he understands it. 

Re IlJso said that there were, on the prisoner's left shoulder, marks of a wound, 
but he could not give an opinion as to the cause, and he was not prepared to 
state that the left arm was'disabled in any particular. He als(} said that the 
prisoner came'to the Old Oapitol affected somewhat by scurvy. 

Mr. BAKER stated that he would like the court to make an inspection of the 
prisoner's wounds in the presence of Dr. Ford, and would like the doctor to give 
his opinion on a hypothetical ,case. and requested the judge advocate to secure 
the presence of that gentleman at the next meeting of the court. 

The JUDGE ADVOCATE assented to the request. 
Mr. BAKER remarkedtbat there were one or two points to which' he wished 

to call the attention of the court in behalf of the prisoner, and said that hc would 
like to do so 011 Friday morning, before the argument for the prosecution should 
begin. " ' 

'1'he JODGE ADVOCATE said that the statement of the prisoner having been 
, concluded, it was hardly proper for such additional suggestions to be made by 
counsel; blit if the gentleman would hand to him the suggestions referred to, 
he would call the attention of the court t6 them, and examine them fully, 

Mr. BAKER. I will do so. 
'1'he court then adjourned until Friday morning, October 20th, at 10. o'clock 

,a.m. . . 
ARGUMEl'\T OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE. 

SPECIAL.MIf,ITARY OOMMISSION, 
vVasltington, D. c., Friday, Octobel' 20, 1865. 

, The court met pursuant to adjonrnment. Preseut all the members and the 
judge advocate. . 

'1'he prisoner and his counsel were also present. The proceedings of the last 
meeting were read and approved. 

'.rhe JUDGE ADVOCATE submitted the following argument: 
May it please the court: ,Deeply sensible of the importance and solemnity 

with which you have clothed tqis trial, and qnickened, as I know you are, to a 
high sense of duty by the obligation you have taken to "well'and trnly try and 

, determine, according to, the evidence, the matter now before you, between the 
United States of America and the prisoner to be trierl, and to duly administer 
justice, according to your conscience, the best of your understalldin~, and the 
custom of war," no word of mine is needed to increase the impressiveness of this 
occasion. 

In many of its aspects and bearings this trial'pl'esents features more startling, 
discussed, I feel it but right to fisk this of the court, in order that I may be able 
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more extraordinary, and more momentous than are found in the whole annals of 
jurisprudence. The charges and specifications here laid accuse this prisoner 
and other persons, named and unnamed, with having" maliciously, traitorously, 
and in violation of the laws of war, conspired to impair and injure the health 
and to destroy the lives, by subjecting to torture and great suffering, by confin
ing in unhealthy and unwholesome quarters, by exposing to the inclemency of 
winter and to the dews and burning suu of summer, by compelling the use of 
impure water, and by furnishing iusufficient and unwholesome food,:of large 
numbers of soldiers in the military service ,of the United States held as prisoners 
of war at Andersonville, Georgia, by the so·called Confederate States of America, 
to the end that the armies of the United States inight be weakened and impaired, 
and the insurgents engaged in armed rebellion against the United States might 
be aided and comforted.'" " 

I invoke, gp,ntlemen, your calm deliberatiQn, your most dispassionate and 
humane judgment, while I endeavor to unfold the proofs of guilt. 

In a field so broad, presenting so many issues and involving so many persons, 
it has been a question of grave thought with me, how to present the argument 
in this case, my desire being only to give to the court a perspicuous and faithful 
analysis of the, testimony, nothing extenuating and setting down naught in, 
malice. 

With this view I have thought it best to notice
1st. Such legal objl;lctions as have been made to the commission as a judicial 

tribunal, and such other objections. as may be deemed worthy of notice touching 
the manner in which the case has been tried. , 

2d. To present a trnthful analysis of 'the testimony without regard to the 
responsibility of parties, for the purpose of ascertaining, as nearly as language 
can portray them, the horrors of Andersonville, that we may be prepared to 
appreciate fully the fearful responsibility of those inculpated by the evidence. 

3d. To examine charge 1st, alleging conspiracy j in this connection showing 
the extent of the conspiracy, its purposes,' and the criminality of each of the 
conspirators, and

4th. 'ro show the guilt of the prisoner at the bar under. charge second, alleg
ing murder in violation of the laws of war. 

JURISDICTION OF THE COURT. 

Among the numerous special plea::! filed by the counsel, denying the right of 
the court to try the prisoner. there is but one, I believe, which has not been 
abandoned. This is the plea to the jurisdiction. ' 

I can hardly suppose that any member of tbis commission entertains a doubt 
on this point; yet I do not feel at liberty to pass unnoticed a question so seri
onsly made, and abou~ which honest and loyal men differ. If there be neither 
law, safe precedent, nor right, upon which to base this proceedipg, then it is a 
serious' assumption of power, and alike dangerous to yourselves and the prisoner, 
and one in the exercise of which the order of his excellency the President will not 
protect yon. 'While I have yet to read the adverse opinion ofa single lawyer given 
outside the court room, who sp~aks from the standpoint of one who knows from 
the teachings of experience how strong has been, and is still, the necessity of 
checking and punishing crimes against the laws of war, committed in rebellious 
districts, during and in aid of rebellion against the government, yet it must be 
conceded that there is Ii color of reason in the argument, and it is because with 
great persistency your right to proceed is denied, that I shall presume to address 
myself to this questioJ;l. ' , 

As we i'ecede from a state of actual war and approach a condition of profound 
peace, we doubtless travel away from the corner-stone upon which the military 
commission as a judicial tribunal rests; but that your right to try the ~asebefore 
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you is disturbed by a merfl suspension of hostilities on the part of rebels in the 
field, while the spirit of rebellion is still rampant, I do not for a momeut suppose, 
and in a very brief resume of the argument on the subject I hope to make it so 
appear. As I view this question of jurisdiction. it is one of both law and fact. 
to determine which each case must rest upon its own merits. 

It involves a question of law in determining whether a court of this kind can 
be legally c.onstituted, and a question of fact as to whether the present case can 
be thus tried; for a military court may be properly coustituted, yet the case 
brought before it not properly triable by it. 

·If this be true, the subject may be disposed of in the examination of the fol
lowing questions: 1st. Has the President of the United States the constitu
tional power to convene a military commission for the trial of military offences 
committed in time of war 7 2d. If:; this case triable by military? . 

I believe it is not claimed' by any that the power assumed by the President in 
convening this commission foi' the purpose named in the order dwells in him, 
except in time of war and great, public dangel', 01' during. inslU'rection or rebel
lion. 

Your jurisdiction is a special one, resting upon no written law, but derived 
wholly from the war powers of the President and Congress, which are themselves 
of courBe derivable ii.·om the Constitution. lf it can be shown to safely rest 
upon these, you become invested, not only with a right, but a high duty to sus
tain it in obedience to the proper order of your' commaDder-in~chief. 

On an examination of the opinions expressed against the right claimed, you 
will discover the whole argument to rest UIJOU the 'negative declarations or pro
hibitory clauses of our fundamental law, denying to Congress the exercise of 
certainpowers, as for example: "No person shall be held to answer for a capital 
or otherwise infamous crime unless on presentment'or indictment ofa grand jury," 
&c., &c.; "in all!criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right of a 
speedyand public trial by an impartial jury, "&c. Articles 5 and 6 amend
ments to Constitution. " 'fhe trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, 
shall be by jury," article 2, s'ection 2d, Constitution. Whatever else may be brought 
into the argument, these and kindred clauses are the real. source of complaint 
whence a misguided loyalty, a super-technical judgment. have found reason for 
withholding their approval of the measures adopted by the government, through 
the military commissioner, to aid in suppressing a rebellion for its overthrow. 
And hence you are told gravely, the act of the Presi.dent is a usurpation of 
power, this court without a legal existence, your proceedings a nullity. 

For a moment, let us try and ascin'tain the purpose of: those who framed. the 
Constitution, and by fah interpretation arrive at the true meaning of that great 
chart of liberty. . 

Alexander Hamilton wrote at the time the Constitution was being canvassed 
before the people for final adoption ~ . 
Th~ ci:'cul1lstances that endanger the safety of nations are infinite, and for this. reason no 

constItutiOnal shackles can wisely be imposed on the power to which the care of it is com
mitted. ~ • <. This is one of those truths which to a correct 
and unprejudiced mind carries its own evidence along with it, and may be obscured, but 
caDnot be made plaine~ by argument or reasoning. The means ought to be proportioned to 
the end, the persons from· whose agency the attainment of any end is expected, ought to 
possess the means by which it is to be attained." (Federalist No. 2:3.) 

Mr. Madison, in speaking of the imposRibility of anticipating the exigencies 
which might arise, and the futility oflegislating for what could not be anticipated,. 
at the same time insisting that the powers as granted to the Pi'esident and Con
gress are now ample for every emergency, says: . , 

It is vain to impose constitutional baniers to the impul~e of self-preservation. It is worse 
than in vain, because it plants in the Constitution itself neCeSS[Lry usurpations of powel', 
(1bi4 No. 41.) 
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Many years later, and after its adoption, with such light flooded upon it as 
the great minds of those early days could shed, Mr. Adams, in unequivocal 
phraae, enunciated the same idea. In speaking of the authority of Congress in 
time of war, he says: 

All the powers incident to war are, by.necessary implication, conferred upon the govern
ment of the United States. • 

~ * * * ~ * ~ ~ ~ 

There are then, in the authority of Congress and Of the Executive, two classes of powers, 
altogether different in their nature and often incompatible with each other, the war power and 
the peace power. The peace power is limited by regulations and restricted by provisions 
prescribed within the Constitution itself. The wur power is limited only by the laws and 
usages ofna.tions. . . 

This power is tremendous; it is strictly Constitutional, but it breaks down every barrier 
so anxiously erected for the protection of liberty, of property, and oflife. . 

These are bold' words, uttered when civil w::,-r was not impendi~g, when a 
powerful rebellion to overthrow this great nation could hardly hav.e been antici
pated; the opinion of a great mind and a pure patriot, with judgment free from 
the tyranny of partisan clamor, they come to us with all the force of law itself. 

Do you find difficulty in reconciling these constitutional incompatibilities 1 
Your statute punishes assault and battery, yet a law underlying the statute, not 
expressed, says yon may resist force with force; and this well-grounded rule 
will allow you to defp.nd yourself even to the slaying of your antagonist. Neces
sity knows no law inadequate to its demands, and self-preservation antedates all 
law.' 'Who shall say that It government in whose perpetuation rest the hopes of 
the world, a Constitution broad enough and liberal enough to protect the rights 
of aU over.whom it reaches-a people whose confidence in the perfection of their 
form of govel'l1ment, four years of intel'l1ecipe war have not shaken--:-who shall 
say that these are denied nature's first law? No, these law-givers and wise men 
of olden and modern times spoke trnly when they laid down the doctrine that 
the principle of self-prese~vation.belongs to nations, no less than to individuals; 
all/I that.it is not in the power of a nation to code away this right. . 

'I'he Supreme Court of the United. States has, in Dllmerous decisions, declared 
that Congress and the Executive pC!ssess the right to' do whatever the public. 
safety may require to suppress rebellion or repel invasion. (4 Wheaton, 420; 12 
Wheaton, 119-]28; 80ranch, 15.) 

This opinion was entertained by thefather~ of the Constitution and is found 
embodied in congressional legislation as early' aa 1792, reiterated in 1795 and 
1807, which seem to have been statutes made to meet just such emergencies as 
this war brought upon us. (See Statntes at Large vol. 1, pp; 264, 424; vol. 2, p. 
419.) . ' 

In 12 Wheaton, (Martin ·us. N[ott,)Mr. ,Tustice Story, in an opiuion snstain
ing the constitutionality of these law~, says: ' 

The President .is the exclusive judge of the exigency, and his action must be, conclusive of 
the exigency. . 

Thus taking from the Supreme Court the ri~ht to impeach the President's judg
ment. 'I'his same opinion is sustained in Luther V8. Borden, 7 Howard, 42-43. 

I suppose. it will not be denied that war changes the relations of all parties 
brought into antagonism. as belligerents by it.. No one can attack me without 
forfeiting his right for redress if I injure him by proper resistance without resort
ing to the forms of law to make him keep' the peace; and no on.e can levy war 
upon our government without placing himself beyond the regis ofthe Constitution. 

It must be remembered when objection ia made to the exercise of this 
necessary power Qf the President, that what might be a good plea for a loyal 
citizen; ,who has committed a civil offence against the criminal statutes of the 
land, is not a good plea for a traitor who is on trial for the commission of a military 
offence against the laws of war. 

As we are endeavoring to determine whether the President can by right· 
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exercise the power to organize It court for the trial of military offences committed 
by those not in the military service, it may not be necessary to pursue this line 
of argument further. Let me, however, place by antithesis some things expressly 
prohibited in the Constitution, but which it is generaily conceded may be doue 
in time of war. 

"The United St\ltes shall guarantee to every State a republican form of 
,government, * * * and ehall protect each ofthem against invasion," (Oonst., 
Art. IV, Sec. 4;) yet the whole power of the government has been concentrated 
in one grand invasion of the south for four years. _ 

"The right' of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, &c., 
against search, &c., shall not be violated; and no warrant shall issue, but upon 
probable cause, supported by oath, &c;" (Amelid. Oon~t., Art. IV,) yet, I sus
pect, an action of trespass would not lie against the officer who broke open certain 
escritoires, bringing to light the proofs of conspiracies entered into by leading 
rebels south and north to poison, burn, and assassinate. 

" No soldier in time of war shall be quartered in any house without the con
sent of the owner, but in a manner to be prescribed by law," (Amend. Con., 
Art. III;) yet it was hardly expected that ou!" generals in an enemy's country 
would consult the statutes" in such case made and provided." 

" The right of the people to keep and bear anns shall not be infringed," (Ibid., 
Art. I;) yet the general 01' executive who would, fearing to violate this right, 
permit the Knights of the Golden Circle, or any other hostile combination, to 
organize or menace the government, could hardly defend himself before his 
country. , 

"The freedom of speech shall not be abridged," (Ibid., Art. I;) yet who 
would hesitate to say that the inciter of treason by speech is no less a traitor 

. than he who raises his hand against the g-overnrnent. 
"Private property shall not be taken \"ithout just compensation," (Ibid., Art. 

V;) yet during the rebellion millions of dollars' worth have been seized and used 
for military purposes without any process of law whatever, and millions more 
have been libelled under the ,confiscation act of Congress and con verted to pub
lic use without just compensation. , 

Who so ,bold as to deny the principle upon which this has been done? 
Art. IV, Sec. 11, Const., provides for the recaptui'e of slaves escaping to free 

States, and the Supreme Court of the United States has said, also pledges the 
federal government to protect the rights thus secured to slave-owners: agaiust 
and in violation of which rises like a pillar of fire the proclamation of freedom, 
apotheosizing its author-the crown,ing glory of his administration. The highest 
proof that our cause is approved in the forum conscientice. 

How can there be such antagonisms in our magna charta? How are these 
things defensible? They are the" incompatibilities" of which 1\£1'. Madison 
speaks. We see here the harmony, at the same time, the' conflicts between the 
war powers and the peace powers of which Mr. Adams speaks, and there is pre
sented in strong light the adaptation of means to ends, which Mr. Hamilton 
insists upon; and above all, that inherent powcr wJlich spurns all barriers and 
grounds itself upon great first principles, dwells always with the' source of all 
power and is inseparable from it-the people~anrl declarcs a~ fearlessly as it 
battles, that in times of war aud great public danger laws and constitutions are 
silent if they stand in the ,vay of t.he nation's life. 

But it is said thatOongress may havc the power to createmilitary commissions, 
yet as it has not done so, ur conferred that right upon the President, it is, there
fore, an unwarrantable assumption. " ' 

It seems to methat, as the Constitution expressly confers no power of this 
kind upon Congress, it matters little whether Congress 01' the President exercise 
it ; and if one can do so, with equal right can the other. 'I'he whole question 
still rests upon necessity, to' mect which· the neglect of.one will not excuse the 



TRIAL OJ<' HENRY WIRZ. 727' 

other. Still, inquiring whether this can be done in any case, let us recur a 
moment to opinions cotemporaneous with the Constitntion. 

We began our struggle for independence under the articles of confederation, 
and it is well known that the colonies reserved all rights to themselves, not 
expressly delegated to the confederacy. Then, as now, there were traitors, whose' 
crimes partaking of' the nature of military offences, were made punishable by' 
military courts. If you will examine the legislation of the (:ountry, it will be 
found that from 1775 dQwn to the present time, authority has been conferred 
upon military courts to try civilians for the commission of c~rtain offences. See 
~cts of Conr;ress, 7th November, 1775; 17th June, 177G. j 27Lh February, 1778 ; 
ll3d April, 1800; 10th April, 1806 j 13th' February, 1862 j 17th J lily, 1862. 
Congress. conferred this jurisdiction on both courts-martial and military commis
sion, until during this war, however, resorting to ,the court-martial. 

Now it has been frequently decided by the Suprema Court that a court-mar
tial is a tribunal provided for in the rules and articles of war, but with a juris
diction limited to military persons, as well as military offences, so that it is as 
much a usurpation to try a civilian by court-martial as before a military corn· 
mission. . 

Admitting this. we find ourselves strongly fortified by those early enactments, 
especially in the light of the decisions of the Supreme' Court. Stewart liS. Laird, 

, .(1 Cranch, 299,) decides that" a cotemporary exposition or construction of the' 
Constitution acquiesced in for a period of years fixes it beyond the reach of 
doubt," and we are compelled to conclnde that the power assumed grows out of 
a necessity of which Congress or the President mnst judge at the time. 

Many things are proper to be done in time of peace, which in time of war be
come high crimes. No criminal code and no civil criminal tribunal can reach these j 

.. they are incident to and grow out of a state ·of war. 
Every student of history, whether or not he may have studied law, under

stands this. It is a timid loyalty, a yielding to doubtful and hasty clamor, that, 
during this war, questioned a practice sanctioned by all nations and begun on 
this continent cotemporary with the Constitution. . , 

But, again, a declaration of war institutes a code of laws for the government 
of the belligerents, known as the laws of nations. And this is,true of an insur
rection, as well as of a foreign war, so that we are to look more to the custom 
of nations than to our own Constitution for guides. 1Ve have enumerated some 
of our constitutional guarahtees intended to protect all persons, but it will hardly 
be pretended that r"bels, war traitors, assassins in aid of rebellion, banditti, 
guerillas, and spies, could plead them or derive any immunity by them. The 
true guide and the higher law is the law of war and the customs of civilized 
nations. From a recent opinion of the present Attorney General, given in support 
of the commi~~ion for"the trial of the President's assassins, taking this :view, I 
extract the following: ' 

A military tribunal exists under and according to the Constitution in time Of war. Con
gress nmy,prescribe holY all such tribunals are to be constituted, what shall be their juris
diction and mode of procedure. Should Congress fail to'create such tribunals, then, under 
the Constitution, they lllust be constituted according to the laws and usages of civilized 
warfare, and they may take cognizance of such offdnces as the laws of war permit. That 
the laws uf nations constitute a part of the laws of the land is established fq)m the face of the 
Constitution, Ul)On principle and by authority. (See also Opinions of AttOl'neys General, 
vol. 1, page ~7; 5 \Vheaton 153.) 

He then proceeds to showthat an army ha~ to deal with two classes of ene
mies, one of which is the ()pen active· belligerent or soldier in unifOrm, who 
observes the law of war; the other is a violator of the laws of war, and usages 
of civilized nations. who, when caught, may be shot 40wn as an enemy to the 
human race, or tried by military courts and subjected to such punishment as the 
laws ·of war authorize. Here, as before, we s~ethat the only safe rule is to 
place in the hands of the commander-in.chief of the army, or his subordinates 
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,acting under proper orders, full and exclusive discretion as to the means to be 
used to protect the existence of his army, subject only to be held responsible 
for the abuse of the discretion so conferred. And whether he resort to military 
commission, court-martial, drumhead court, summary and instantaneons execu
tion, right, reason, and wise public policy must sustain him 1:\0 long as he keeps 
within the code of civilized nations. " 

I do not think it necessary to notice the distinction made between material 
law and military law, your guide being, as I conceive it, the law of nations rather 
than either'. I might remark, however, that 1nilitary law is a part of the law of 
the land in times of peace and war; but martial law is an incident of war, and 
mayor may not be declared. I,do not 'rest your rig-ht, however, to ·sit as a mili
tary commission, llpon the action of the President in this par~icular. He may 
not have declal'ed martiallitw to be in force, still your existence be legal. He 
may not have suspended the writ of lwbeas corpus, still your jurisdiction be un- ' 
disturbed. To declare mai'tiallaw is, one act of war power; to suspend the writ 
of lwbeas corpus another; to order ~his court to try the prisonei' before it, another. 

It is an error to suppose there must be an enemy menacing you pendente lit,e, 
a declaration of' war, a s'uspension of trial by civil tribunal before you can pro
c,eed. The civil courts may be in never so complete operation, the enemy in a 
remote part of the country, and the place of trial in the midst of a peaceful portion 
of the land; still, if there be a necessity; and the offence be properly punishable 
by the laws of war, the du~y at once falls upon the proper officer tomeet that 
necessity as the public safety may require. I believe this view to be sustained 
by the best military writers, and It legitimate sequence of the argument in sup: 
port of militarycommissions~ '1'he practice of European powers confirms tHis 
opinion, the right having never been seriously questioned, but its abuse being 
provided for by bills of indemnity. 

If further precedent be required it is amply presented in the action of President 
WIlshington during the" whiskey insurr.ection" of 1794 and 1795, :of President 
Jefferson during the Burr conspiracy of 1806, of General Jackson in 1814, at 
New Orleans and afterwards in }'lorida, iuaU of which cases, though of' infinitely 
less moment compared with the exigencies growing out of the present war, it 
was enunciated that whatever the 'existing necessity demands must be done. 
(See Halleck's International Law, page 371, 380, and cases cited.) 

Second. Having present,ed sufficient reasons for concluding that the President
 
has usurped no authority and violated no laws in constituting you a military court
 
for the trial of military offences, it remains to notice whether the present case
 
comes within the scope of your jurisdiction. ,Here I think we will have less
 
nifficulty, as it is more a question of fact than~aw.
 
" This prisoner is charged with the perpetration of offences many,of them un


known to common law or statute law, they were committed by a belligerent, in
 
his o.wn territory, in the exercise of a commis~ion assigned him by the 'enemy,
 
and III the execution of the orders of his superiors, given in violation of the laws
 
of war. ' 

The government he served never did and never can try him; no ci\'il tribu
nal is possessed of power; the duty then; 'as I think, devolves upon 'you. But 
it is said the war is over, there is no longer any necessity for military tribunals, 
and however proper in times of war and public danger to assume the f'1.mctions 
of civil courts, there is now no teason 'for doing so. . , 

If it were necessary I would traverse the fact. '1'he war is not over; 'rrue, 
the muskets of treason arc stacked; the armies of the reb'elIion are dissolved, 
some of the leaders are in exile, otl18I'S are in prison; b::lt by far the largest 
portion, sullen; silent, vengeful, stand ready to seize every opportunity to divide 

. the loyal sentiment of the country and with spirit unbroken and defiant, would 
this day raise the standard of rebellion if they dared hope for success. This 
,opinion of the war still existing.is not mine alone. The Attorney General in 
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his retu;'n to Judge 'Wylie's writ .of ltaheas corpus, issued for the surrender of 
the body of Mrs. Surratt, spoke of it in that sense. . 

Congress in many of its enactments providad for a state of war after a ces
sation of hostili,ties. '1'he whole policy of the government towards the southern 
States sustains this idea. 

The President by suspending Judge Wylie's writ in the Burch case on the 
16th of September since this trial beg'an, his adherence to' Pr(3sident Lincoln's 
proclamation of martial law, and his declining to take any action that might be 
construed into a proclamation of peace, all show beyond doubt that the time of 
public danger has not passed. But" however this, may be, with the fact you 
have nothing to do. '1'he President, by constituting you a court to try this 
prisoner, has, by that act alone, declared the presence of a public danger, and 
that It necessity exists to still cling'to military tribunals for the punishment of 
military offences;, and it is beyond your power to dispute his judgment. You 
may perhaps pass upon the question as to whethel' you a're a court, but as to 
the emergency requii'ing you to try and punish this p,risoner if guilty, the Pres
ident is the solajlldge. '1'he Supreme Court hasso decided, as We have before 
seen. 

I hope then, gcntlemen, you may find it not against your consciences or 
judgment to proceed to a final verdict in this case, and that you may illustrate' 
the wisdom expressed in the judicial opinion of one of our most eminent jurists, 
given in 4 Wheaton, 316. 

The government of the Union is a' government of tli" people, it emanates from them, its 
powers are granted by them, and are to be exercised for their benefit; and the government 
which has a right to do and act, and bas imposed upon it the duty of performing tbe act, must, . 
according 1'0 the dictates ofreason, be allowed to select thEl meal1s. ' , 

,Having thus disposed of the questi0I!- of jurisdiction, I ask indulgence a 
moment to notice some of the objections ,vhich have been made by the counsel 
for the prisoner in the progress' of the trial.. 

I am not prepared to believe that this court would stultify itself by declaring 
that their action, after argument pro and con as to 'the admissibility of'evidenee, 
overruling of motions of pleas or sustaining the same, was wrong, and that they 
now desire to correct it ; how,ever, as the condu~t of the case has been some
what criticised, and as the counsel, who declined to argue the defence, intimated 
tllat It large part of the address would have been directed to those objections, 
and has asked that they be not wholly ovedooked; I think it is liOt entirely out 
of place to review at this time, very briefly, the points of objection It has 
been frequently asserted in court by counsel that the whole power of the gov
ernment was concentrated upon the prosecution of this prisoner, and that he, 
single-handell and without the aid of the 'government, has been conducting the 
defence. It is well known that witnesses for the defence receive a per diem and 
their actual expenses in coming tu the court arid returning to their homes. 
The records of this court will 8'how that every subpama asked for has been 
given, except in t,he eases of a few rebel functionaries who, for reasons stated 
at the time, were 110t subpcenaed.· Of this, however" there should be no com
plain t, as the facts which those witnesses were expected to establish were shown 
by other witnesses, and as a proposilion was made by the judges advocate to 
admit that those wi,tnesses thus'excluded would testify here to the same facts, 
a proposition which was declined by the counsel. 

'1'he records of this court will also show that there have been 106 witnesses 
subprenaed for the defence, of whom 68 reported. Of these, 39, many of them' 
soldiers of our army and sufferers at Andersonville, were discharged without 
being put upon the stand, the couiIs~l, for reasons known only to himself, 
declining to call them. Besides this the government has, without a precedent, 
'fumished, at great expense, to'the prisoner a copy of the record from day to 
day during the progress of the trial. The government has also given hiscou/lsel 
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the benefit of its clerical force, and, in short, shown the prisoner indulgences 
which should forever close the mouth of one whose treatment of its soldiers 
was in such striking contrast, that he mu'st have felt the more deeply his guilt.. 
Again, it has been frequently complained of during the trial, that the court has 
excluded the declarations of the prisoner, made in his own behalf, and has 
refused to allow him in other instances to show what he did. I think the court 
will remember that in every case the wnole of any particular transaction has 
been given for and against the prisoner, and that the res fjcstaJ, properly so called, 
has never been excluded. . 

All the prison re~Ol'ds in possession of the governmenfwhich could thro~v any 
light upon this case are in evidence. 

'rhe prisoner has been allowed to show acts of kindness wherever they (lould. 
with any legal propriety, be given, as, fOl' instance, the taking of drummer boys 
out of the stockade because of their youth, the allowing Miss Rawson to admin
ister to the.wants of one soldier, the giving of passes to ministers of the gospel 
to enter the stockade, his letters and reports with reference to the wants of the 
prison, his kindness to the prisoners whom he detailed for duty outside the 
stockade, and mauy other things, all of which, we shall show hereafter, are not 
incompatible with the idea of his guilt. But even admitting more thau is 
claimed or proved for ·the prisoner, in regard to his urging vVinder and the rebel 
authorities to do certain things, the law is clear that if a party re:nain in a con
spiracy, though protesting against it and seeking to escape from it, or if he con
tinue in an unlawful enterprise, insisting that he does not mean to do harm, yet 
if harm results or serious and crhninal consequences follow, he is nevertheless 
responsible. .. 
- If in the course of one year's pursuit of an illegal busine§1s, a stupendous crime 
indeed, the perpetrator could show less than this prisoner has shown in his 
favor, he would not be entitled to the human name. 

It would be strange indeed if this record of 5,000 pages, of 3tl days of weary, 
laborious trial, presented no wrong rulings. no improper exclusion or admission 
of evidence in a greater or less degree pertinent to some issue made; but I assert 
with all confidence and with honest belief, that the interests of this prisoner 
have not been aud cannot be affected injuriously by such action iq any instance 
that can be named. 

It must net be forgotten, and to do this I call the special attention of the 
counsel and of the court, that nowhere in this record can there be found the 
exclusion of a scintilla of evidence bearing on the defence to the charge of mur
der, and to which this prisoner is more especially called to answer. 'l'here is 
another fact to which I would also call the attention of the counsel and the court, 
and it is this: that if after a careful examination of the Evidence there be found 
suffici~nt legal proof, legally spread upon the record, yo'u must proceed with your 
finding without. regard to any illegal evidence, and not, as the counsel would 
insist, declare the whole vitiated. This is sustained by reason and by law, 
wherever it comes up to the true standard, which after all is but the perfection 
of human reason. 'rhe only instance in which appellate .CDurts rema,nd cases for 
new trial is where, from the bill of exceptions presented, they cannot determine
whether the jury were or were not misled by the evidence improperly admitted; 
but where they find that the errors complained of were not material, or where 
the verdict is sustained after disregarding the errors, no courts will subject the 
parties to a second trial, or interpos6 to save the complainant. ' 

Out of place as this may he in the order of my a1'gument, I' have deemed it 
just to say this much. 

SUFFERINGS AT ANDERSONVILLE. 

We come now to notice the evidence spread upon the record with regard to 
the sufferings of Union prisoners at Andersonville. 
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CHARACTER OF TESTIMONY. 

It is argued that the evideuee presei1tin;; the horrors of Andersonville is not 
of that class which is entir~ly reliable; that those who were in the rebellion have 
been brought here forcibly by the government, and made to testify in anticipa
tion of reward by pardon 01' through fear of being themselves punished, and 
that the evidence of soldiers who wer<l sufferers at Andersonville was' highly 
colored, testifying as they did unaer the sense of the injuries inflicted upon them 
while prisoners, and warmed to enthusiasm in the enumeration of their wrongs. 

I need say only in reply, that the careful observer of this trial must have 
discovered how utterly powerless has been the language of witnesses to describe 
the condition of affairs at Andersonville; that where science has spoken through 
her devotees, where inspectors have tried to convey II conect idea, where the 
artist has sought to delineate, or the photographer to call the elements to wit
ness, they have all uniformly declared that with all these appliances, nothing 
has presented in their true light the horrors of that place. 

The eviC!,ence before you .is of the highest character. ,It consists of many 
kinds, from many directions, from persons speaking in the interest and for the 
good of the rebel government, from persons under a strong sense of the wrongs 
done those miserable wretches, from disinterested observers neither in the one 
nor the other army, and from 'the inJured themselves. And yet there is a most 
striking c,oncurrence in all this testimony all agreeing that history has never 
presented a scene of ,such gigantic human suffering. If I can succeed in pre
senting to your minds a faithful picture of Andersonville as it was, or make such 
an analy~is and grouping of the testimony as to show to the civiliz'ed world a 
tithe of its horrors, the suffering endured, I shall have accomplished all I can 
hope, and shall have done more than I fear I am able to do. 

THE ~TOCKADE. 

The stockade at Andersonville was originally built, as we learn from many 
sources, with II capacity of 10,000, its area being about eighteen acres. It con
tinued without enlargement until the month of June, 1864, when it was increased 
about one-third, its area then, as s~own by actual survey, being 23~ aci'es. The 
prison as described by Dr. Joseph Jones, a surgeon in the rebel army, in his official 
r':lport to the surgeon general, consisted of a strong stockade in the form of a 
par,allelogram 20 feet in height, formed of strong pine logs firmly planted in the 
ground, with two smaller surrounding stockades, one 16, and the other 12 feet 
hig-h j these latter ,being, as he say s, 

Intended for offence and defence. If the inner stoekade should at any time be forced by 
the plisoners" the second forms another line of defence, while in case of an attempt to deliver' 
the prisoners by a force operating upon the exterior, the outer line forms an admirable pro
tection to the confederate troops, and a most formidable obstacle to cavalry or infantry. 
(Record, p. 4328.) I Manuscript, p. 172.] 

To show more clearly the strength of ,this stockade, I quote again from Dr. 
J oneil's report. 

'{'he foul' angles of the outer line are strengthened by earthworks upon com
manding eminences, from which the cannon, in case of an ontbl'eak among the 
prisoners, may sweep the entire enclosure. (Record', pp. 2328 and 2329.) 
[Manuscript, p. 1721.] 

Ori the outside of the inner stockade were erected 35 sentry boxes or watch 
towers overlooking the area within, and so constructed as to protect the sentries 
from the sun and rain. 

From Colonel Chandler'8 inspection report dated August 5, 1865', I quote the 
following: 

A railing around the inside of the stoc'kade alid about 20 feet from it constitutes the deade 
line, beyond' which prisoners are not allowed to pass. A small stream passes from west to 
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·east through the enclosure about 150 yards from its ,southern limit, and furnishes the only 
water for washing accessible to the prisoners. . 

BordE'ring this stream about three-quarters of an acre in the centre of the enclosure are so 
marshy as to be at present unfit for occupation, reducing the available present area to about 
"23t acres, which gives somewhat less than six square feet to each prisoner. 

And he remarks: 
Even this' is being constantly reduced by additions to this number. 
From the beginning to the close, th~ only shelter in the pri!"on ,vas such as 

the ingenuity of the prisoners could devise, all the standing timber and uuder
growth having been cut away, and with the exception of a small shed, covered 
'but not enclosed, stretching across a portion of the north end of the stockade, 
nothing whatever existed to pi·otect the prisoners from the inclemency of the 
weather, or the intolerable heat of that climate. 

The 'prison was entered by two gates, called the north and south gates, the' 
nrst situated a short distance north of the'bakery, the other a short distance from 

. the southwest corner and, on the west side. 

THE COOK-HOUSE. 

Immediately above the stockade, and on the stream passiilg through it, was 
situated an immense 'cook·house, at which all the rations provided for the pris
oners, if cooked at all, were prepared. The drainage and offal of this bakery 
passed immediately into the stream runnillg through' the prison. Still above 
-and on the same stream, were located, at distances varying from 500 yards to 
half a mile, several rebel encampments. These washed into the etream and their 
sinks were located on it. 

THE HOSPITAL. 

The'hospital which was erected some time in June, 186i, prior to which the 
-sick were treated under the shed already referred to inside the stockade, was a 
-stockade enclosure similar to the prison, situated on~he south side of the prison, 
about 400 yards from the southeast corner, and containing five and a half 
acres. 

A stream of water passing through its' southeast corrieI' emptied itself into the 
stream crossing the stockade, a few yards from the east side of the stockade. 
Within this enclosure were erected for hospital buildirigs, long sheds constructed 
·of poles, with r'oofs' made of pine boughS, and in some instances of planks, 
without any siding or other protection. In some cases wall and fly tents much 
worn and.in very bad condition were used. 'l'his constituted the shelter fur
nished the sick. . . ' 

THE DEAD-HOUSE. 

The dead-house was a building similar to one of the hospital sheds except 
that it was partially enclosed by boards and puncheons nailed on its sideR.. To 
this the dead were conveyed upon litters, blankets, stretchers, and by sllch other 
means as the prisoners could devise, and were' conveyed thence in army wagons, 
,about 25 in each load, piled up like cord-wood or" as a western farmer hauls 
his rails," as one of the witnesses told you, to the .burying ground, which was 
situated a few hundred yards northwest of the stockade. 

CONDITIO'" OF. THE STOCIUDE.• 

Having thus given an outline of the stockade, the hospital, and their surround' 
jngs, let us inquire iri~O the condition of each of those places, taking first the 
stockade. It will be remembered that the testimony is drawn from many sources •. 
I present, 1st. 'l'he opinions of medical officers in the service of the rebel 
government, on duty at Andersonville and elsewhere,. at the time these suffer
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il~gs are alleged to. have been ~ndur~d.. 2J. '1'he opinions of rebel officers as
signed to th~ special duty of ll1Vestlgatmg the condition of affairs at Anderson
ville, together with the records of the prison. 3d. The opinions of. officers and 
soldiers of the rebel army on duty at Andersonville. 4th. '1'he observations of 
persons residing- in the vicinity during this period, and who paid frequent visits 
to Andersonville; and 5th. The testimony of prisoners themselves. I shall 
endeav?r to present the snbjectin the order above mentioned. . 

TE~TJ~lONY OF MEDICAL OFFIC.ERS. 

Among the eadier official inspections given this prison was that of Surgeon 
E. J. Eldridge, who made a report, pursuant to instructions of Major General 
Howell Cobb, and which accompanied the report of that general, made upon the 

. same subject to the adjutl1nt general of the rebel government, for the information 
of the war department, and which reached that department May 21, 1864. 
(See Exhibit 15 A.) He says: 

I fouud the prisoners, in my opinion,. too much crowded fer the promotion or continuance 
of their he.a.lth, p!uticularly during the approac.hing summer months. '1'he c.onstruction of 
properly arranged barracks would, of course, allow the same number of men to occupy the 
enclosure with material advantage to their c.omfort and health. At present their shelter c.on
sists of such as they can make of the boughs of trees and poles, covered with dirt.. The few 
tents they have are occupied as a hospital. * * * I found the 
c.onditiou of a lai'ge number of the BeUe Island prisoners on their an-ivaI to be such as to 
require more attention to their diet and eleanlinllSs than the actual administration of medicine, 
very many of them suffering from c.hronic diarrhooa,· c.ombilled with scorbutic. dispOSition w1th 
extreme emaciation, as a consequence. The hospital being within the enclosure;it has been 
found impracticable to administer such diet, and give them such attention as .they require, 
as, unless constantly watc.hed, such diet !LS is prepared for them is stolen and eaten by the 
other prisoners. . 

He then proceeds to urge upon the authorities at 'Richmond th'3 necessity of 
removing the hospital. On this point he says: 

I consider the establishment of a hospital outside of the present enclosure as essential to 
the proper treatment of the sick, and most urgently recommend its immediate construction. 

And to. meet an objection, which he says was made at Richmond to doing this ' 
because additioual guards would be required, he says: 

Nurses could be detailed with such discretion that but few would attempt to escap~, and 
with frequent roll-calls, they would not be absent but a te,w hours before detected, and would 
be rea(1ily c.aughtby the dogs, always at hand for that purpose. ' 

. Up to this time no bakery for the prisoners existed, their rations being issued 
to them raw, as will appear from the following paragraph in the report: 

The bakery just being completed will be a ,veaus of furnishing better pr\lpared food 
pa'l'ticularly bread, the half-cooked condition of which has doubtless contributed to the con
tinuance of the bowel affections. 

The mean strength' of prisoners at the date of this report, as shown by the 
journal kept by the prisoner, was abuut 14,000. . 
. Thus we see that the sufferings at Andersonville were anticipated as early as 

]\fay, and the rebel government duly warned of' that question, however, here-' 
after. 

Without pretending to :1l1alyze the evidence of each medicar~entl~maIl ,:,ho 
has testified upon this subject, as they a11conc·ur in the general facts ~n rel.atlOn 
to the condition of the stockade, I select. the report of one of the most lOtelhgent 
of their number, quoting him somewhat fully. 'rhe gentleman ,who spea~s 
through the report I am about to give is Dr. Joseph Jones,.prof~ssorofchemIS
try in the medical college of Georgia, a graduate of the Umverslty of Penneyl 
vania, and a man of eminence in his profession, . . , . , 

, He wen t to Andersonville under the direction of the sUJ:geon general of· the 
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confederacy, pursuant to an order dated Richmond, Virginia, August 6, 1864, 
in which the surgeon general uses the following language: 

The field .of pathological investigations, afforded by the large collection" of federal pris
oners in Georgia, is of great extent and impOl"tance, and it is believed that results of value 
to the profession may be obtained by a careful investigation of the effects of disease upon the 
large body of men subjected to a decided change of climate, and the circumstances peculiar 
to prison life. (Record, pp. 4325; manuscript, p. 1721.) 

From thi;; win be seen there was authority from a high source for his proceed
ings, certifying a knowledge of the condition of things at Andersonville in the 
surgeon general's office, if it does not specially commend the humanity of that 
office. After making some remarks in regard to the character of the soil, the 
internal structure of thehilIs, &c., Dr. Jones proceeds to give a table illustrating 
the mean strength of the prisoners confined in the stockade from its organization, 
February 24, 1864, to September, ] 864. , 

'l'his computation, I may remark, is only approximately accurate, and is 
arrived at by adding together the number of' prisoners at the first, the middle, 
aud the last of each month and dividing the result by three. His table, how· 
ever, shows the following, as the mean result: 

:1Iarch _. . . .. . •........ _ ' . .. . _. 7,500 
April. __ , __ .. __ __.' _ "_ _ . 10,000 
}Iay ' "," _ _. _' __ _ , . 15,000 
June " _ __ _. . _ . 22,291 
July ~ _. ,_ . 29,030 
~-tugust _ _. : . _" _.' ".. _. _ " , _. 32,899 

He says':
 
. 'Within the circumscri bed area of the stockade the fedenll prisoners were compelled to
 
perform all tho offices of life, cooking, washing, urinating, defecation, exercise, and sleeping. 

~ * * . * * ~ ~ ~ * 
The federal prisoners were gathered from all parts of the ConfGderate States east of the Mis
sissippi, and crowded into the confined space until, in the month of June, the average num
ber of square feet of ground to each prisoner was only 33.2, or less than four sqnare yards. 
(Record, p. 4331.) These figures, he says, represent the condition of the stockade in a better 
light even than it really was, for a considerable breadth of land along the stream flOWing 
fi'om west to east between the hills was low and hoggy, and was covered with excrement of 
men, and thus rendered 'wholly uninhabitable, and in fact useless for every purpose, except 
that of defication. (Record, p. 431 and 432.) . 

It will be remembered that besides this swamp must he excluded the space between the 
dead-line and the stockade, which, together with the bog, must be excluded from t):l0 whole 
area. 

, Colonel Chandler, in his official report, makes a computation, showing that 
the actual space allowed to each prisoner was only six square feet, there being 
scarcely room for the prisoners all to lie down at the same time. 

Dr. Jones's repor~ continues: ' 
'With their characteristic industry and ingeriui ty, the federals constructed for themselves 

small huts and caves,and attempted to shield themselves from the rain aud snn, and night 
damps and dews. But few: tents were distributed to the prisoners, and those were in most 
cases torn and rotten. In the location and alTangement of these tents and huts, no order 
appears to have been followed; in fact reg:ular streets appeared to he out of the question in so 
crowded an area, especially, tOO,as large bodies of prisoners were from time to time added. 
suddenly, without any previous preparation " • • • 

• • The police and internal economy of the prison was left almost entirely 
in the hands of the prisoners themselves, the duties of confederate' soldiers acting as guards 
be!J;lg limited to the occupation of the boxes or look·outs arranged around the stockade 
at regular intervals, and to the Ulanni ng of the batteries at the angles of the prisons. (Record, 
p. 4334 and 4335.) 

Again: 
Even judicial matters pertaining to themselves, as the detection and punishment of such 

crimes as theft and murder, appear to have b6en in a great measure abandoned to the prison
ers. A striking instance of this occurred in the month of July, when the federal prisoners 
within the stockade tried, condemned, and hanged six (6) of their own number who had 
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been convicted of cbellting and of robbing and murdering their fellow-prisoners. They 
were all hung npon the sallle day, and thousands of the prisoners gathered around to'witness 
the exeeution. 

The .eonfederate autborities are said not to have interfered witb these proceedings. In this 
colleetlOn of mcp from all parts of the world, every phase of human character was, repre
sented. The stronger preyed npon the weaker, and even the siek, who were unable to de
fend tbemselves, were robbed of tbeir scanty supplies of food and clothing. 

Dark storics '.vere afloat ot: men, both siek. and well, who were murdered at night, strangled 
to death by thell" eomrades tor scant supplIes of money and elothinO'. I heard a siek and 
wounded federal prisoner aecuse his nurse, a fellow-prisoner, of the United Stlltes army of 
havinl! st~"l~b.ily, dur!ng hi~ sleep.' innoe~llated his wounded arm with g'angrene, that he might 
destroy IllS hte, and fall hell" to hIS clothmg'. ' 

The large number of men confined within tho stockado, soon, under the defective system 
of police, and with imperfect arrangements, covoi'ed the surface of the low gTounds with ex
crements. The sinks over the IO'~'er portion of the stream. wero imperfect in tlieir plan and 
structure, and excrements were III a large measure deposlted so near the borders of the 
stream as ,not to be washed away, or else accumulated upon the low, boggy ground. The 
volume of water was not sufficient to wash away the fmces, and they accumulated in such 
quantities in t,he lower portion of the stream as to form a mass of liquid excrement. Heavy 
rains caused t,he water of the stream :0 rise, and as the arrangements for the passage of the 
inc.reased amount of water out of tbe stockade were insufficient, the liquid fmces overflowed 
the low grounds, and covered them several inches after the subsidence of the waters. The 
action of the sun upon this putrefying' mass of excrements, and fragments of bread, meat and 
bones, excited most rapid fe~mentation, and developed a horrible stench; improvements were 
projeeted for the removal of the filth and for the prevention of, its accumulation, but tbey 
were ouly partially and imperfectly carried out. 

. As the fmces of tbe prisoners were reduccd by' confinement, want of exercise, improper 
chet amI by scurvy, diarrhma, and dysentery, tbey were unable to evacuate their bowels 
"'ithin the stream, or along its banks, and tbe excrements were deposited at the very door of 
their tents. The Yast majori,ty appearep to lose all repulsion to filth, and both sick and well 
disre~arded all the laws of hygiene and personal cleanliness. The accommodationg for the 
sick were imperfect and insufficient. (Record, pp. 4333, 4334, 4335, and 4336.) 

Again he says: 
Each day the dead, from the stockade were carried ou t by their fellow-prisoners an(l de

posited upon the ground under a hush arbor just outside of the southwestern gate. From 
then'ce they were carried in carts to the burying ground, one-quarter of a mile, northwest 
of the prison. The. dead were buried without coffins, side by side, in tr('nches four fe,et 
deep. The low grounds bordcring the stream were coyel'ed with human excrements and 
fiith of all kinds, which in Illany places appeared to be alive with working maggots. 

An indescribably sickening stench arose from this fermenting mass of human dung and 
filtb. (Record, p. 4339.) 

And again: 
There wcre nearly 5,000 seriously ill federals in the stockade, and Confederate States mili· 

tary prison hospital, and the deaths exceeded 100 per day, and large numbers of the prisoners 
who were walkmg about'3nd who had not been'entered npon the sick report, were suffering 
from seyere and hwurable diarrhma, dysentery and scurvy. " " ," " I visited 2,000 sick 
within tbe stockade, lying under some long sheds, which they had built at the northern por
tion for themselves. At this time onlvone medical officer was in attendance, whereas at 
least twenty medical officers should ha,;e been employed. (Record, pp., 4340 and 4341.) 

By comparing two very interesting t'ables of statistiCS given in this connection 
by Dr. Jones, it will be observed tlw.t although the number of sick in the stock
ade wasthe same as tbatin the hospital while the number of surgeons in attend
ance in the stockade wa~ greatly below that in the hospital, the deaths occurring 
were about the same in each, or, in other words, the prisoners died as i·apidly 
1citl. treatment as without it. 'l'his is confirmed by the opinions of several sur- , 
geolls, among them Drs. Roy, Flewellen, Hard, !Uce,and others, who have ~t~ted 
that medicine was of little use, and that more could have been done by dletmg. 

Again Dr. Jones says: 
Scurvy, diarrhma, dysentery, and hospital gangrene were the prevailing diseases. ~ was' 

surprised to find but few cases of malarial fever, and no weU-marked case~ of typhus f~,:er. 
The a,bsence of tbe different forms of malarial fever may be account?d for III the sU;pposltlOn 
that the artificial atmosphere of the stockade, crowded densely wlth h~man belllgs, a~d 
loaded wHh animal exhalations, was unfavora1;lle to the existence andacllQu of.the pralart!l-I 
poison. The absence of typhoid and typhus fevers, amongst all the'eauses whICh !U'~sup-

, posed to generate these diseases, appeared to be due to the fact that the great maJortty of 
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these ,pdsonel's had been i,n captivity in Virginia, at,IBelle island, and in other part" of the 
confederacy for inonths, and even as long as two years, and during this time they had heen 
subjected to the same bad influences; and those who had not hud these fevers before, either 
had them during their confinement in confederate prisons, or else their systems from long ex
posure were proof against their action. (Record, p. 434;l.) 

A most striking fact is here presented, which illustrates perhaps in a~ strong 
a light as is possible the terrible condition of our prisoners. The report shows 
that in a region of country favorable to malarial fevers, persons lying in the 
open air on thfl border of a swamp, without shelter, drinking unwholesome 
water, in short witli every sUlTotmding conducive to malaria, still the poison of 
that atmosphere, made so by the peculiar ci~cumstances, overcame all those influ
ences, and rendered the place comparatively free from fevers of a malarial nature. 

After describing at some length the effects of scurvy aud hospital gangrene, 
the report proceeds: " 

The long use of salt meat, oftentimes imperfectly cured, as well as tbe almost total de- . 
privation of vegetables and fruit, appeared to be the chief cause of the scurvy. 

I carefully examined the bakery and the.bread furnished the prisoners, and found that they 
were supplied almost entirely with coni-bread, froIn which the husk had not been separated. 
This husk acted as an irritant to the alimentary canal, withou't adding any nutriment to the 
bread. (Record, p. 4346.) • 

After speaking of the sheds used for the sick in the stockade, which were 
open on all sides, he says': ' . 

The sick lay upon the bare boards, or upon such 1'aggedblankets as they possessed, 
without, as far as Iobserved, any bedding 01' even straw. Pits for 'the 1'eception of falces 
were dug within a few feet of the lower floor, and they were almost never unoccupied by those 
suffering with dial'l"hrea. The haggard and distressed countenances of those mise1'able, com
plaining, dejected, living skeletons, crying for medical aid and food, ~ ~~ ~ and tlie 
ghastly corpses, with their glazed eye-balls staring up into vacant space, with the flies swarm
ing down their open 'and grinning mouths, and over their ragged clothes infesteu with nume
rous lice,as they lay among the sick and'dying, formed a picture of helpless, hopeless, misery, 
which it would be impossible to portray by words or bythe brush." (Record, p. 4348.) 

It would hardly se~m necessary, if indeed it were possible, to add coloring to 
the picture here drawn. I cannot refrain, however, from noticing further the cOn· 
dition of these prisoners, as we learn it from the same class of testimony.Dr. 
Amos Thornburgh, Ii rebel surg('lon 'on duty at Andersonville from the 14th of 
Aprilnntil the prison was finally broken up, fully confirms everything said by 

.Dr. Jones. After speaking of the terrible mortality among the prisoners, and 
in reply to the question: "'1.'0 what doyou attribute it 1" he says: 

• I attribute it to the want of pl'ope~' diet, the crowding together of too many men in the 
prison and in the hospital, the lack of shelter and fuel, ,and consequent exposure. While I 
prescribed at the stockade after the hospital was moved outside, the number ofsick wbo could. 
not be admitted into the hospital became so great that we were compelled to practice by for
mulas for different diseases, numbering them so tha~ instead of a: prescription, a patient was 
told to use No. -.(Record, p. 2321 ; 'manuscript, p. 996,) 

Manifestly improper as this method of treating diseases must appear to every 
one, it did not escape the Cl:iticism of the more conscientious, 'even. of those at 
Andersonville. 1>r. Head persisting in giving 'a prescription in each case, as he 
thought his duty as a conscientious physician required, and not willing to accept 
a number prepared for all stages of anyone disease, was told on asking why he 
could not be pei'mitted to pursue the safe course, "that he was. not to prac
tice in that way, that he had'to practice according to the formulas and numbers 
that they had." (Record, p. 2500; manuscript, p. 1066.) 

In reply to the question: "Why did you obj ect to it 1" he says: 
Because I could not prescribe properly for my patients; I looked upon it as ntter quack


ery j anybody, whether he bad eveT Tead medicine or not, co.uld practice according to the for

mulas; it waR often doubtful wbethera preEcription would snit a case iJJ. its present condition.
 
The doctors, howeyer, bad to ta~e that or notbing.
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Dr. G. L. B. Rice, another surgeon on duty there, speaking on this same pohlt. 
says: ' 

I commenced prescribing' ns I hnd been in the habit of doing it at home, but was informed 
that I would not be allowed to do that; I was handed a list offormulas, and numbers from 1 
np to n ecrtain point, nnd we hnd to use those. My opinion was that we cvuld do very little 
good with that kind of prescription. It was very unsafe practice. I lmow nothing about the 
ingredients in them, lInd had no means oflmowing it. I made complaints, but the chiefsur
geon would not allow It change. (Record,p. 3604; manuscript, p. 1116.) 

The testimony of Dr. Thornburgh and other surgeons who prescribed at the 
stockade shows that after the hospital was moved outside, patients were not treated 
in the stockade at all, but only those who were able to crowd their way through 
that living mass to the south gate, or could induce their companions to carry 
them there, or, as happened in rare instances, could have medicine sent in to them, 
received any medical attendance whatever. Hundreds and thousands, as appears 
from the concurrent testimony ofall the witnesses, sickened, languished, and died 
in that terrible place, without any medical attendance whatever. Horrible as 
this Dlay appear, the hm;pital reg'ister bears indubitable proof of its truth. 

Let me in this connection refer to exhibit -, showing certain computations 
made from that register. The phrase "died in quarters" in the column of 
remarks, Dr. Thornburgh says, describes those cases just alluded to, and they 
are shown to have amounted to the frightful number of 3,727. 

'These dead, as we have leal'l1ed from Dr. 'l'horuburgh's testimony, after being 
brought out. were examined and, as far as possible, the diseases from which they 
died never entered on the hospital register, for a purpose so diabolical that one 
shudders at the thought, and which 1 shall hereafter notice. Others, the causes 
of whose deaths could not even be guessed at, or, as Dr. Jones describes it, 
1Jlorbi/;arii, were marked on the register" unknown." Prisoners would often 
die on their way to the sick gate, or while waiting their turn at the gate, or on 
their way from the gate to the hospital, and although in 'some instances such 
men might have been pl:escribed for, they could not afterwards be identified, 
but had to be carried to the graveyard and buried among the nameless. To 
prevent if possible this utter annihilation of memory, name, ani! fame. Dr. 
'l'hornburgh instituted a system of placards, by which he sought to prevent, if 
possible, this reckless wiping out of all traces of the dead, and which prevented 
its occurrence, he thinks,after June, 1864; but there had already gone to their 
last home, as Cantain Moore, who reinterred the dead at Andersonville tells us, 
451 of our brave·"oldiers. Who they are, the Andersonville register tells not, but 
there is a register where they are all recorded in letters of light, and one by on~ 
will these unknown rise in judgment against those who are responsible for their 
deaths. 

Auother frightful feature brought out by the testimony of Dr. 'l'hornburgh 
and others, and confirmed by nearly every soldier who testified before this court, 
is this: tliat only theworst cases were allowed to enter the hospital, and so 
dosely was the line drawn, discriminating against these. supplicants, that often 
prisoners who had been refused admission into the hospital died on their way 
back to their quarters. 

I will not stop now, as I am not inqUlring into the responsibility of parties, to 
notice the ineffable cruelty of compelling the sick to remain in the stockade until 
they were in a dying condition, as some of the witnesses say, before they were 
eligible to :1 space as large as their own 1?ersons, in what was falsely termed a 
hospital. 

Nor did the rigors and sufferings of this prison cease till its very ~lose. 'Their 
shelters continued the same, 110 :nore, while tile treatment both III and out of 
the stockade was not perceptibly better. From a temperature ranging during 

•	 summer up to neal' 150 degrees Fahrenheit in the sun, as ~r. Th?rnburgh .tells 
you, during which there were many cases of sunstr.oke, It. fell m theWl!1ter 
to a temperature much below the freezing point, nothmg bemg left these mIser

H. Ex. Doc. 23--47 
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able creatures with which to resist the inclemency of the weather but diseased 
a,nd emaciated bodies and ragged and worn-out clothing. Dr. Thornburgh says 
that during, the winter there was weather sufficiently severe to have frozen to 
death men with the scanty supplies these prisoners had and in their emaciated con
dition; and Dr. Rice, after stating that the prisoners were exposed, more 01' less, 
during the whole winter, says: 

I knew a great many to die there, who, I believe, died from hunger and starvation, and 
from cold and exposure. (Record, p, 2606; manuscript, p. 1116.) 

'l'his is more than confirmed also by Dr. Bates. (Record, p. 164; manuscript, 
p. 43.) And to the eternal infamy of the man who registered it, and of the heart
less w~'etches who ca,used it, let it be spread before the world, that on the hospital 
register there appears this entry: 

T. Gerrity, J06th Pennsylvania, frozen to <leath; admitted, January 3d, died January 3d; 
died in tbe stockade. 

Showing that. he not only froze to death in the stockade without medical 
treatment and without shelter, but that he was admitted into the hospital after 
death, for a purpose which I shall hereafter sho~. 

Wishing only to get at the truth of these things, and desirous particularly that 
the parties responsib~e shall be judged, as far as possible, ont of their own mouths, 
I must trespass upon the patience of the court for a moment, to notice the evidence 
of-Dr. G. G. Roy, a rebel surgeon, who was on duty from the 1st of September 

until the close of the prison. In response to the question: "What was the con
dition of the men sent to the hospital from the stockade 1 Describe their diseases 
and appearance," he says: 

They presented the most horrible spectacle of humanity that I ever saw ill my life; a good 
many were suffering from scurvy and other diseases; a good many were naked; a large 
majority bllrefooted; a good many without hats; their condition /l"enerally was almost 
indescribable; and he goes on to say: I attributed tbis condition to long confinement, wants 
of the necessaries and comforts of life, and all those causes that are calculated to produce 
that condition of the system where there is jnst vitality enough to permit one to live. The 
prisoners were too densely crowded. There was no shelter except such as they constructed 
themselves, which was very insufficient.. A good many were in holes in the earth with their 
blankets thrown over them; a good many had a blanket or oil-cloth thrown over" poles; some 
were in tents constructed by their own ingenuity, and with just such accommodations as 
their own ingenuity permitted them to contrive; there were, you may say, no accommodations 
made for them in the stockade. (Record, pp. 485 and 486; )Danuseript, p. ]92.) 

Speaking of the east side of the stockad'e along the stream, he says: 
It is composed of marsh, and was blocked with trees which had been cut down, actiDg as 

an obstruction to all the deleterious animal and vegetable matter thllt passed after heavy 
weather through this stream; it accumulated and became very noxious, and was a very 
fruitful source of malaria. 

He then speaks or the large quantities of insects and vermin which resulted 
from a decay of animal or vegetable matter, and to such an extent was this place 
a breeder of insects, that he says mosquitos, rarely heard of in that vicinit.y 
before, so filled the air" that it was dangerous for a man to open his mouth after 
sundown." He speaks also of thp, multitude of fleas there, and says: 

The fleas were as bad as mosquitos, and several weeks after the evacuation of the stockade 
they emigrated and came up to the private houses in the vicinit.y, so that the occupants 
had to leave on account of them. 

When we remember the fncts brought out in such bold relief by the elaborate 
report of Dr. Jones, as to the effect of slight abrasions of the skin of man under 
the peculiar condition of body, that most of these prisoners labored under, it 
would seem to have been almost useless for them to have attempted to resist the 
destroyer.	 Fnrther along in the testimony Dr. Roy says: 

,This marshy plaee that I spoke of was just in rear of the hospital, and the winds, of course, 
blew the odors from there across the hospital. 

And it was not until late in the winter, if at all, that any attempt was made 
to drain it. Still pursuing our inquiries in this direction, I desire to quote from 
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a report made by Dr. G. S. Hopkin8 and Surgeon H. E. Watkins, addressed to 
General Winder, and which was made pursuant to his suggestion, as embl;acing 
in a concise form many of the cau~es of the disease and mortality at Ander
sonville. 

C,\USES 01' DI;,R\SE AND MORTALITY. 

J. The large number of prisoners crowded together. 
2. The entire !tbsence of all vcgetables and diet so necessnry as a preventive of scurvy. 
:~. The want of barracks to shelter the prisoners from sun and rain. 
4. Inadequate supply of wood and good water. 
5. Badly cooked food. 
6. The filthy condition of the prisoners and prison goenerally. 
7. The morbific emanations from the branch or ravine passing through the prison, the con

aition of which cannot be better explained than by naming it a morass of human exerement 
and mud. 

PREVENTIVE MEANS. 

J. The removal immediately from the prison of not less than 15,000 prisoners. 
2. Detail on parole of a sufficient number of prisoners to cultivate the necessary supply of 

vegetables. And until this can be carried into practical operation, the appointment of agents 
along the aifferent lines of railroad to purchase and forward a supply. . 

3. The immediate erection of barracks to shelter the prisoners. 
4. To furnish necessary quantity of wood, and have wells dug to supply the deficiency of 

water. 
5. Divide the prisoners into squads, place each squad nnder the charge of a sergeant, 

furnish the necessary quantity of soap, and hold those sergeants responsible for the personal 
cleanliness of his squad; furnish the prisoners with clothing at the expense of the confederate 
government, and if that government be unable to do so, candidly admit our inability and cali 
upon the federal government to furnish them. 

6. Bya daily inspection of bake-house and cooking. 
7. Cover over with sand from the hill side, the entire morass, not less than six inches deep. 

board the stream 01' water course, and confine the men to the usc of the sinks, and make the 
penalty for the disobedience of such orders severe. . 

r will not stop now to notice with what flippancy and recklessness the practi
cal suggestions made by these surgeons were put aside and totally disregarded. 
both by General Winder and by Ohief Surgeon White. 

r can hardly think that fnrther proof, inasmuch as the proof is already Illad~ 
cnmulative, from this class of witnesses is needed. '1'here have been examined 
with regard to the condition of the stockade and hospital over seventy witnesses, 
and an examination of their testimony will, as r before stated, show a complete 
and perfect concurrence. • 

We come now to the second class of-testimony. We learn by a letter, dated 
Macon, Georgia, May 5, and signed Howell Oobb, (see Extract No. 15,) that 
pursuant to an order from the war department at Richmond that officer visited 
Andersonville for the purpose of informing himself of the condition of the 
prison. After saying-

I presume the character of the prison is well uuderstood at Richmond, and therefore give 
no description of it; 

He remarks: 
The prison is already too much crowded, and no additional prisoners should be sent there 

until it cau be enlarged. The effect of increasing the number within the present area must 
be a terrific increase of sickness and deaths during the sUmmer months. " " " " I doubt 
very much whether the water will be sufficient for the accommodation of the increased number 
of prisoners. . ' 

Referring to the report of Dr. Eldridge, which he enclosed in his letter, and 
speaking of the erection of hospital buildings ontside the prison, he says: 

Upon that point there cannot be two opinions among intelligent men. 

Whatever may be said of the revlllsi~n of feelings experie~ced by this dis
tinguished rebel at a subsequent date, as appears from the testImony of Ja~es 
Burnes Walker, it ia certain that at this day, :WIay 5, 1864, the approachmg 
honors of Andersonville were clearly visible to him and ought to have been to 
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th.e rebel war department, which it seellls received this report on the 21st of the 
same month, 

On the 8th of :May the prisoner wrote to Mlljor Turner at Richmond, (see Ex
tract No. 16) 

The necessit;y of enlarging the stockade is unavoidable. 

From the same report it appears that from the 1st of Aprilup to the date of 
the report, May 8, there had died 728 prisoners, nearly ten per cent. of thn whol," 
in a little over one month. . 

Notwithstanding this protest and the fact of tho over-crowded state of the 
prison being brought home to the notice of tho war department at Richmond, 
prisoners continued to arrive at Andersonville, until at tho close of May the 
journal kept by the commandant of the prison shows tbe total to have been 
19,201, of whom 711 died in that mOllth. Still prisoners were hurried forward 
to this sepulchre, until at the end of June the journal shows there 'I\'ere 27,6tU, of 
whom 1,20:1 died in that month. It will be remembered that dming these three 
entire months the stockade remaiped at its original capacity, being an area of a 
fraetion less than seventeen acres. You will remember also that the dead-line 
had previously to this time been established, diminishing this area by a strip 
twenty feet wide running around the entire enclosure. 'rhis, with the uninhab
itable portion of the swamp, left less rather than more than an acre of ground 
to every 2,000 prisoners. vVhat more is needed to paint the horrors of this 
place? 

In July, still referring to the jom'nal, tbere were 33,443 prisoners, of whom 
1,742 are reported died. By this time the stockade had been increased about 
one·third, still leaving, however, to each prisoner a space of only one foot by 
six. In this same month there seems to have been some correspondence between 
the rebel adjutant general and General Winder, who was then on duty at Ander
sonville. ]<~rom a letter written by General vVinder to Adjutant General Cooper, 
dated' July 21, (see Extract Ko. 17,) I extract t.he following: 

You speak in your indorsement of placing the prisoners properly. I do not cOlllprehcwl 
what is intended by it. I Iwow of but one place to place them, and that is to put them inti) 
the stockade, where they bave between four and five square yards to thc man. This includes 
streets and two acres of ground about tbe stream. 

It will be observed that General ,Vinder was very careful not to mention the 
strip 20 feet wide cut off by the dead-line. 

At the cloEe of this month, from what motive we can only conjecture, Colonel 
D. '1'. Chandler, of the rebel war department, was sent to inspect the pri80n at 
Andersonville, and on the 6th of Angust, 1864, he made a full report. This 
report is no stronger than others from which WPo have already quoted, but as it 
js destined to figure extensively ill this case at other points in the argumen t, 1 
beg to make a few extracts from it. 

He says: 
A small stream passes from west to east through the enclosure, furnishing the only W11kr 

for washing a~cessible to the prisoners. Some regiments of the guard, the bakery !lIld th" 
eook-house bemg placed on rising gronnd bordering the stream before it enters tbe prison, 
renders tbe water nearly unfit Ii)}' use before it reaches thl' prisoners. * • • * 
From 30 to 50 yards oueach side of the stre'lUl the ground is a muddy marsb, totally unfit 
for occupation; being constantly used as a sink since the l)}'ison was first established, it is 
now in a shocking co?ditiou and cannot fail to breed pestilence. No shelter whatever no~' 
materh11 for constructtng' any r.ave been provided by the prison authorities, and the glOllllU 
being entirely bare of lrees, nOlle is withiu the reach of the prisoncrs. 

Again: 
The whole number of prisoners is divided into messes of 270 and subdivisions of 90 men, 

each under a sergeant of their ?~'n number, and but one Confederate States officer. Cap,tain 
vVirz is assigned to the supervlslon and control of the ,,'holl'. In eonsequence of these lacts 
and the absence of allregularit;r in tbe prison grounds and there being no barraeks or tents, 
there lire and can be no regulatlOlls established for the police, considcration for the health, 
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comfort, or sanitary condition of those within the enclosure, and none are practicable. under
 
existing circumstances. * * ,* ,', * • " There is no medical attend,
 
ance furnished within tbe stockade.
 

He says further: 
Many, 20 yesterday, are carted out daily who have died from unknown causes, and whom 

the medical officers have never seen. The dead are hauled daily by wagon loads and,lmried with
out coffins, their hands in many instances being first mutilated with an axe in the l'ellloval of 
any finger rings they may have. The sanitary condition of the prisoners is as wretched as 
can be, the principal causes 0 f mortality being scurvy and ~hronic diarrhoea, the percentage 
of the former being disproportionately large among those broug'ht from Belle island. Noth
ing seems to have been done, and but little if any effort made to arrest it by procuring proper 
food. 

* * ~ * * 
Raw rations have been issued to a very large proportion who are entirely unprovided with 

proper utensils and furnished with so limited a supply of fuel, they are compelled to dig' with 
their hands in the filthy marsh before mentioned for roots, &c. 

Surg-eon Isaiah H. White, chief surgeon at the prison, in a report to Colonel' 
Chandler, which \Ya~ made an enclosure of his report to Richmond, says: 

The lack of bal'l'ack Dccommodations exposes the lIlen to the heat of the sun by day and: 
the d~ws by nig!lt, and is.a prolific ~~ource of .disease. * • • • 

The point of exit of the stream through thewall of the stockade is not sufficiently bold as 
to permit the free passage of ordure when the stream is swollen by rains. The lower portion 
of this bottom land is overflowed by a solution of excrement, which subsiding and the sur, 
face exposed to the sun produces a horrible stench. 

EV]IlMNCI'; OF RBBEL OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS. 

I turn now to the ~e8timony of the rebel officers and soldiers on' duty at 
Andersonville. 

Colouel Alex!mder W. Persolls, of the rebel army, the first commandatlt of 
the post, who remained there until the latter part of May, says that after he was 
relieved he returned there again and drew a bill for an injunction, and when 
called upon to explain for what reason, replied: 

To abate a nuisance; the grave;vard made it a nuisance, the pri~on generally was a nuisance 
from the intolerable stench, the efflnvia, the malaria that it gave up, and things of that sort. 

The view here presented must strike the court as graphic indeed, when, with
out regard to the question of humanity or inhumanity involved, persolls' living 
in the vicinity of Andersonville could gravely begin a legal proceeding to abate 
the prison as a nuisance on tlie ground mainly that the effluvia arising £i'om it 
was intolerable. 

Colonel George C.. Gibbs, who afterwards commanded the post, gives evidence 
on this point no less important. He was assigned to duty in October, 1864, and 
althongh the number at that time was greatly,diminished, he speaks of the pris
oners being badly off for clothing' and shelter and in other respects destitute. 

Prior to this time, some time in July, he had visited the stockade, and he uses 
this language in regard to its appearance then: 

I rode around it on three sides, I think, and could see into it fronl the batteries that com
manded it. I never saw so many mon together in the same space before; it had more t~le appearc 
uuce of au ant-hill than anything' else I can compare it to. (Record, p. 84; manuscrIpt, p. 16:) 

Nazareth Allen, a rebel soldier on duty at Andersonville dnring the summer 
of 1864, fully corroborates these opinions, and further, ill relation to the loca
tion of troops above the stockade and its effects on the prisoners, says: 

The cook-house was above the stockade, and a good deal of washing was done up the 
branch; consequently a good deal of filth went down; some of the troops wer~ encamped 
on tbe stream above on the side of the hiil aud the rain wouldwa~h the filth of the camps 
and sinks into the stream, which would ,ca;ry it through the stockade. I ha've seen the pris. 
oners using it when it was in this filthy condition. 

* ~ » H -* 

The stench was very bad. I have smelt it when I was at our picket ca,~p,about It mile 
in a straight line. It was so bad Ihat it kept me sick pretty neal' Itil the tlme I wa~ round 
the stockade. The soldiers preferred picket duty to sentry duty on that ace.ount. 
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William Williams Dillard, another rebel soldier on duty at the same time, fully 
confirms this. He was on duty both on parapet and on picket and had oppor
tunityof observation. In reply to a question as to the condition of the stock. 
ade, he says: 

;It was as nasty as a place could be. On one occasion I saw a man lying thcre who had 
notcluthes enough on him to hide his nakedness; his hip-bones were worn away; he had 
put up two sticks and fast<'ned his coat over them to keep the sun off bis face. There were 
a good many lying down sick and others waiting on them. The crowded state of the men 
and the filthiness of the place cI'eated a very bad odor. I have smelt it at the depot about a 
mile from the stockade. (Record, p. 801; .manuscript, p. 327.) 

Again he says: 
The stream that passed through the stockade ran down between the 1st and 2d Georgia 

.regiments and Finlon's battalion, and passed the bake-house; all the washings from the 
bake·house went rig-ht through the stockade, and also the washings from the camps. The 
pits used by the men were.not five steps from the stream. Sometimes, when it was rainy, it 

. was thick with mud and filth from the drainings of the camps inside the stockade. (Record, 
p. 801; manuscript, p. 330.) 

Calvin Honeycutt, another rebel soldier on duty from April, 1864, to April, 
1865, who was on duty at the stockade and also on picket, corroborates the tes
timony of his comrades. 

James Mohan, a rebel private,afterwards made a lieutenant, who was on duty 
at Andersonville for about five months during the summer of 1864, gives simi
lar testimony; and John F. Heath, regimental commissary with the rank of 
captain, on duty from May tiII October, 1864, fully confirms the testimony on 
this point already given. 

EVIJ)ENCE 01<' RESJDEl'ITS OF GEORGIA. 

Samuel Hall a prominent gentleman residiug in Macon, Georgia, whose sym
pathies, he tells us, were from the beginning with the rebellion, and who held a 
high civil official position, says: 

When first I saw it, (the prison,) in the month of August, it was literally crammed and 
packed; there WIlS scarcely room for locomotion; it was destitute of shelter as well as I could 
Judge, and at that time there was great mortality among the prisoners. (Record, p. 864 ; 
mllnuscript, 352.) . 

Rev. WiIIiam John Hamilton also gives important testimony as to the con· 
dition of the stockade, which he visited in the capacity of a ·priest. He was 
there in May and at different periods subsequently. He says: 

I found the stockade extremely crowded, with a great deal of sickness and suffering 
among.the men. I was kept so busy administering the sacraments to the djing that I had 
to curtail a great deal of the service that Catholic priests administer to the dying, they died 
so .fast. I waited only upon those of our own ehurch arid do not include others among the 
dYIng. 

*' ~ *' -,(. *' *' * * 
The stockade was extremely filtby, the men all huddled together and covered with vermin.
 

The hest idea I can give to the court of the condition of the place is, perhaps, this: I went
 
in there with a white linen coat on, and I had not been in there more than ten minutes or a
 
quarter of an hour, when a gentleman drew my attention to the condition of my coat; it was
 
all covered over with vermin, and I had to take my coat off and leave it with one of the guards,
 
and perform my dulies in my shirt sleeves, the place was so filthy. (Record, p. 1969; man

uscript, p. 870.)
 

Again, giving an illustration of the sufferings of the prisoners, and especially
 
the effect of the intense heat of the sun, he says:
 
. I found a boy not more ~han 16 years old, who came to me for spiritual comfort, ~ithout 
Jacket or coat or any coyenng- on his feet, SUffering very mueh from a wound in his right 
foot. The foot was spilt ?pen like an oyster, and on inquiring the cause I was told it was 
from exposure to tbe sun III the stocl,ade and not from allY wound received in battle. . 

On returning to the stockade a week afterwards I learned that he had steplieq across the
 
dead-line and reques ted the gnard to shoot him.
 

* '* '* '* * * 7foj;. 

He }]ad no medical treatment, nor bad any others, so far us I could sel" to whom i admin
istered the sacrament in the stockade. 
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Again he says : 
On my second visit., I was told there was an Irishman at the extreme end of the stockade 

who was calling ou t for a priest. . 
'If. 'No 7(0 *' * '* "if 1(. 

I tried to cross the branch to reach him, but was unable to do so, as the men were all 
crowding around there trying 'to ~et into the water to cool themselves and wash themselves, 
and I had to leave the stockade without seeing the man. 

:'+ if. "'" '1+ *' ~ 

The heat was intolerable. There was no air at all in the stockade. The logs of which 
the stockade was composed were so close together that I could not feel any fresh air inside;' 
and with a strong snn beaming down upon it and no shelter at all, of course the heat must 
have been insufferable; at least I felt it so. 

The priests who went there after me, while administering the sacrament to the dying, had 
to use all umbrella; the heat was S0 intense. (Record, p. 1981; manuscript, p. 870.) 

Ambrose Spencer, a gentleman of prominence in his State, residing near Ander
sonville during the war and a frequent visitor to that place, g-ives usa graphic 
picture of the prison, which I cannot refrain from quoting. He says: 

I had frequent opportunity of seeing the condition of the prisoners, not only from the 
adjacent hills, but on several occasions from the outside of the stockade where the sentinel's 
grounds wert'. 

And in reply to a question asking him to describe the condition of the prison, 
he says: 

I can only answer the question by saying that their condition ,"as as wretched and as' 
horrible as could well be conceived, not only from the exposure to the sun, the'inclemency' 
of the weather, and the cold of winter, but from the filth, from the absolute degradation 
which was evident in their condition. 

I have seen that stockade after three or four days'rain, when the mud, I should think, 
was at least 12 inches deep. The prisoners were walking in or walking through that mud. 

The condition of the stockade can perhaps be expressed most accurately by saying that 
in passing- up and down the railroad, if the wind was favorable, the odor of the stoc/radfl 
could be detected at least two miles. (Record, p. 2455; manuscript, p. 1049.) 

'1'here are others of this class who testify upon this point, but it would seem 
useles8 to give further extracts. 

EVIDE;'IICE OF UNIO~ PRISONBRS. 

'Ve come now to the fifth and last class of testimony upon this point. This 
embraces the experiences and per80nal observations of the soldiers of the Union 
who were themselves sufferers. 

I will not allow an inference to be drawn that these witnesse8 are not to 
be believed by attempting a defence of their credibility. ' With two exceptions 
in persons and a few in the details of immaterial facts, I believe this evidence 
will bear the closest scrutiny. With regard to the subject now being exam~ 
ined, viz: the condition of the stockade an~ the hospital, gentlemen of the 
highest intelligence and professional attainments llave told you upon the stand 
that it is iudescribable, and I cannot therefore doubt the strongest coloring given 
by these injnredme~l, many of whom exhibited to the court evidences of their 
sufferings, when they undertake to add their personal experience to the testimony 
of science. If a score of these men had come upon the stand unsupported, with 
feelings imbittered against their captors, and given their tales of horror, the world 
might well doubt; but when they come from all arms of the service, from all parts 
of the country, and without collusion and in numbers overwhelming, and are 
not only not contradicted in any material fact, but are supported by concurrent 
testimouy from all sources, their evidence is entitled to the highest credence. 
Let no man ever say that Andersonville was overdrawn by these men. I hope 
it will not be considered out of place, though it may 1I0t constitute a material 
part of the argument, to give a complete list of these sufferers who have testified: 

Major Archibald Bo~lt', 35th United States colored troops; A. N. Barrows, ho~pital steward 
27th Massachusetts volunteers; Robert H. Kellogg sergeant major, 16th ConI)ecticut volun
teers; 'fhomas Alcoke, 72d Ohio voluuteers; Boston Corbett, ser~eant 1nth New Y:orkcavc 
aIry; Samuel D. Brown, lOlst Penllsylvania volunteers; Jacob D. Brown, 101st Pennsyl
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vania volunteers; Martin E. Hogan, IstIndiana cavalry; Joseph D. Keyser, hospital steward 
120th New York volunteers; Andrew J. Spring, WthConnecticutvolunteers; O. S. Belcher, 
16th Illinois cavalry;; James H. Davidson, 4th Iowa cavalry ;'Thomas Halc, United States 
marine c,!rps; James Clancey, 48th New York voluuteers; Oliver H. Fairbanks, 9th New 
York cavalry; J. Nelson Clark, 7th Ponnsylvania reserves; P. Vincent Halley, 72d New 
York volunteers; Edward J. Kellogg, 20th New York volunteers; Joseph R. Archuff, 24th 
Ohio volunteers; Daniel W. Bussinger, 10th Pennsylvania resen-es: Horatio B. Terrell, 
72d Ohio volunteers; Robert Ullerton, 97th Pennsylvania volunteers; Frank Maddox, 35th 
United States colored troops ; Joseph Alden, 2d Massachusetts volunteers; \Villiam fL 
Jennings, 8th United States colored troops; Thomas N. Nay, 1st Ohio volunteers; Doren 
H. Stearnes. 1st United States sharpshooters; Alexander Kennel, 7th Ohio ca,alry; Wil
liam Willis Scott, 6th West Virginia cavalry; L. S. Poud, 2d New York heavy artillery; 
Abner A. Kellogg, 40th Ohio volunteers; Sidney Smith, 14th Connecticut voltinteers; 
Gottfried Brunner, 14th Connecticut volunteers; Thomas H. Howe, 10ld New York vol
unteers: Barnard Colligan, 2d Ohio volunteers; John 'IV. Case, 47th New York volunteers; 
Charles F. Williams, 1st New Jersey cavalry; Prescott Tracey, 82d New York volunteers; 
William Crouse, 7th Pennsylvania reserves; John Pasque, cockswain United States navy ; 
James E. Marshall, 42d New York voluntcers: N. VI. Crandall, 4th Iowa volunteers; \Villis 
Van Buren, 2d New York cavalry; Patrick Bradley,.2d Massachusetts volunteers; John 
Fishel', 8th United States colored troops; Henry C. SlIll, 146th New York volunteers; Felix 
O. De la Baume, 39th New York volunteers; John H. Goldsmith, sergeant major 14th and 
15th Illinois volunteers, (consolidated;) Jasper Culver, 1st \Visconsiu volunteers; John L. 
Yonker, 12th United States infantry; James P. Stone, 2d Vermon.t volunteers; George Con
way, 3d New York artillery; D. S. Orcutt, 11th Pennsylvania cavalry; Williams Bull, 
Mean's independent Loudon Rangers, Virginia volunteers, (loyal;) James H. Burns, JOth 
Connecti!lut volunteers; A. G. Blain, 122d New York volunteers; Charles H. Russell, 1st 
Wisconsin cavalry; Bernard O'Hare, 6t~ New York Cavalry; J. Burnes 'Walker, 141st 
Pennsylvania volunteers; Hugh R. Snee, 39th Illinois volunteers; Samuel M. Riker, 8th 
New Jersey volunteers; Charles E. Smith, 4th United States cavalry; Thomas \Valsh, 74th 
New York volunteers; Captain Wilson French, 17th Connecticut volunteers: J. E. Alden, 
4th Vermont volunteers; Robert Tait, 52d Pennsylvania volunteers; Samuel J. M. Andrews, 
lith Illinois volunteers; \Villiam B. Francis, 75th Ohio volunteers; John A. Cain, Cali
fornia. cavalry battalion; Louis Deyer, 12th United Sta.tes colored iroops; George W. Gray, 
7th Indiana cavalry; Frederick W. Hille, 2d Delaware voluuteers; Benjamin F. Dilley, 
54th Pennsylvania volunteers. 

It is not my purpose in tllis connection to enter into a detail of the sufferings, 
the acts of cruelty inflicted, and the inhuman treatment they received, or to 
inquire by whom these things were .done. Reserving that for its proper place 
il}the argument, 1 shall simply refel' to this testimony to assist us in ascer
taining more certainly the horrors to which these brave men were subjected. 

Dr. A. ""V. Barrows, hospital steward of the 27th Massachusetts regiment, and 
acting assistant post surgcon at Plymouth, North Carolina, arrived at Ander 
sonville on the 28th of May, and remained there six months; owing to his 
knowledge of medicine, and efficiency, he was paroled by the prisoner and 
assigned to duty in the hospital. .His testimony is important as showing the 
condition of the hospital, mainly, but he has also given some material evidence 
with regard to the stockade, and fl'om it I make the following extract: 

I remember when there lla,-e been as many as from 75 to 100 who died during the day 
in the stockade, and who wereuever taken to tbe hospital; that was in the month of August. 

Robei:t. H. Kellogg entered the prison on the 3d ofMay,"1864, and remained 
there untIl the following f;leptember; he suys: . 

We found the men in the stockade ragg-ed,uearIJ' destitute of clothing, totally unprovided 
with shelter, except tbat wbich tattel'ed blankets cOllld aftonl; they looked Ilearly starved; 
they were mere skeletons covered with skin: the prison seemed yery crowded to us, although 
there were thousands brought there after that. ' " '.' They were in a yery filthy 
condit.ion; indeedthere were but t,,·o issues of soap made to the prison while· I .was .there. 
* * ~ \Vhen we first went there the nights were yery cold. That soon 
passed away as tbe season advanced, and during the summer it was intensely hot. There 
were 21 rainy days in the month of June. Our supply of fuel was not regular nor sufficient. 
\Ve were allowed to go several times, under guard, six men from a squad of 90, to bring in 
wbat we could find in the woods on our shoulders; but the gTeater part of the time we had 
to rely upon our supply of roots we dug.out of the ground, or grabbed for in the swamps
pitch pine roots. * * * Rations were issued raw many times without fuel to cook them. 
'rhe squad of 90 of which I was sergeant went from the 3Uth of June to the 30th of August 
withrmt any issueofwoodfrom.the authoritie8. (Record, p. :~6f, 362; nmouscript, IJ. 1:.l4-138.) 
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Again he says: 
The quality of the rations was very poor; the quantity greatly v,n-ied. There "'cre days 

when we got nothing at all; I made a note otat least two such days. * " There 
were other days when we got but very little; other days.enough, such as it was. 'Whenmy 
regiment went there the men were healthy; they graduaHy sickened, until I remember one 
morning at roll-can out of my 90 there were 32 who were not able to stttnd up. This resulted 
principany from sc,urvyand diarrhooa. This was on the 21st of Auo-ust; a number of the 
men of my squad haying died up to that time. The mass of the me:f had to depend on the 
brook for their water; it at many times was exceedingly filthy; I have seen it completely 
covered with floating grease, and dirt, and offal. After the prisoners had been there some 
time they dug some wells, and there werc some springs along thc south side of the prison, on 
the edge of the hill by the swa~p, but the su~plJ: from that source was entirely inadequate. 
" * * They supphed the wants ot a few. * , * * * Ot 
the 400 men captured with me more than 300 are dead; they died in prison or a few days 
after being paroled; and that is a larger percentage of Jiving than there is in many reo-iments. 
The 24th New York battery,whieh was captured at Plymouth, was nearly annihilated. 
(Record, p. 367; manuscript, pp. 134 and 139;) 

'.rhis is the simple, unvarnished narrative of perhaps as intelligent a witness as 
has been upon the stand. He has written a book entitled "Life alid Death 
ill Southern Prisons," which has been used extensively by counsel for the 
accused. 

I do not Want to burden the record with a recapitulation of all that these wit
nesses have testified to, but I think it can be safely said that lIot oile word of 
Robert H. Kellogg's testimony has been or can be disproved. There are many 
of his comrades who fully confirm, him, without adding any special facts that 
would tend to elucidate this point. '1'hese I shall omit in this connection. 
There are others, however, who give additional facts bearing on this subject, and 
I beg your indulgence while I refer to them. 

Boston Corbett's test.imony brings out some facts to which I will first call 
your attention. Speaking of the heat, he says: 

It was so great that I have'the marks upon my shoulders yet: (Record, p. 425; manuscript, 
p. 166.) 

Of the brook and the swamps bordering it, he says: 
It was a living mass of putrefaction and filth; there were maggots there a foot deep; any 

time we turned over the soil we could see the maggots in a Jiving mass; I have seen the 
soldiers wading through it,digging for roots to use for fuel.. I have seen. around the swamp·. 
the sick in great numbers, lying pretty much liS soldiers lie when they are down to rest in 
line after a march. In the morning 1 could see those who hlld died during the night, and 
in the daytime I could see them exposed to the heat of the sun, with their feet swelled to an 
enormous size; in many cases large gangrene sores filled with maggots and flies which they 
were unable to keep off. I have seen men lying there in a state of utter destitution, not able 
to help themselves, lying in their own filth. They generally chose that place, (near the 
swamp,) those who were most offensive, because others would drive them away, not wanting 
to be near those who had such bad sores. They chose it because of its being so near to the 
sinks~ In one case a man died there, I am satisfied.,from the effects of lice. 'Vhen tlll' 
clothes were taken oft' his body, the lice seemed as thick 3S the garment-a living mass; 

A~ain : 
The water in the stockade was often very filthy; sometimes it was middling clear. At 

times I would go to those who had wells dug; sometimes they would give me a drink, some· 
times they wou,Jd not; they used such rough language to me that I turned away parched 
with thirst and drank water from the stream rather tban beg it from the men who had wells. 
(Record, p. 437; manuscript, p.165.) 

Again: 
The minds of the prisoners were, in many cases, so affected that the prisoners becamo 

idiotic. (Record, p, 439; manuscript, I51!. ) , 
On page 452 of the record, (manuscript, p. 172,) he says": 
I have taken food, given me to eat, to the stream and washed the maggots from it. I have 

seen them in the sores of soldiers thcre, and I have seen them in such a way that it is hardly 
fino describe in this court. 

'1'00 horrible for belief as this may seem to be, it stands confirmed, by at least 
50 witnesses. 
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~Ial-tin E. Hogan is a witness whom the court will remember as among the 
more intelligent, and at the same time truthful and candid. His observations 
were confined mainly to the hospital, but I feel impelled to make a brief extract 
from his testimony in regard to the stockade. He says: 

At the time of my arrival tbere (speaking of the stockade)it was very much crowded, so 
much so that you could scarcely elbow your way tbrougb tbe crowd in any part of tbe camp. 
I noticed a great many men lying helpless on the ground, seemingly without care, without 
anybody to attend to them, lying in their own filth; a great many of them calling for water, 
a great many crying for food; nobody apparently paying any heed to tbem; others almost 
entirely destitute of clothing. so numerous that I could not begin to say how many. (Record, 
p. 575; manuscript, p.	 210.) 

Then follows testimony similar to that of Boston Corbett, in regard to the 
swamp and the vermin in it. 

Andrew J. Spring, who went to Andersonville in May, 1864, says, that upon 
-entering the stockade, "I found the prisoners destitute of clothing; I could not 
tell in many cases whether they were white men or negroes." 

On the 29th of the 'same month he was detaileu for duty outside. After being 
<lutside the stockade about six weeks, he says: 

I applied to the lieutenant of the guard at tbe gate, and gave him $12 in greenbacks to let 
me go in and stay an hour to see our boys; I went in and spent au hour inside tbe stockade; 
a great many of the boys were very poor; tbere were some of my own best fdends wborn I 
could not recognize till they came and sbook hands witb me, and made themselves known; 
even then I could hardly believe they were tbe same men. I have seen men, acquaintances 
of mine, who would go around there.not knowing anything at all; hardly noticing anything. 
I have seen men crippled up so that they had scarcely any life in tbem at all; they would 
Jie on the ground, to all appearances dead ; I went up to several wbo I thought were dead, 
but I found they had a little life in them. 

James H. Davidson, (Record, p. 936~; manuscript, p. 386,) speaking, of the 
condition of the stockade, says: 

I have seen men who had the appearance of being starved to OOath; I have seen mell pick 
up and eat undigested food that had passed through other men, all through the camp; it 
came from men who were not able to go to the slough, and they would find it all tbrough the 
camp. 

This, it will be remembered, is testified to by very many. 
Dan. W. Bussinger says: 

I have seen men eat undigested food that had passed throngh other men; they would wash 
it and eat it; pick it up from the sinks. (Record, p. 1125; manuscript, p. 490.) . 

"Without referring to names or going into particulars it may be stated that 
other witnesses testify to the prisoners watching for the bodies of the dead, for 
the privilege of carrying them out, that they might be allowed to return with 
wood. One witness says there was a scramble for this privilege. Others testify 
that they paid at the rate of a dollar for a stick of wood three inches in diameter 
and two feet long; and the witnesses of this class testify uniformly not only to 
the lack of quantity in the rations, but to their bad quality, and to the fact that 
very often they were stopped altogether. 

CONUITION OF THE HOSPITAL. 

It is not proposed to enter as fully into the condition of the hospital as might 
be done from the reports and evidence before us; sufficient will be given, however, 
to warrant the conclusion that it was very little better than t hat of the stockade 
itself, and in view of the discrimination which the surgeons were directed to 
make in the admission of men from the stockade, into the hospita1, we can readily 
understand why the prisoners almost unifurmly bade their comrades farewell 
when they were taken from·the stockade to the hospital. The evidence which 
I shall bring to your recollection will also justify the remark made by one of 
;the surgeons, who says that it was really no hospital. 

Here also we have recourse to the official report of Dr. Joseph Jones, in which 
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we find his remarks upon the condition of the hospital quite as lucid and elaborate 
as· those in reference to the stockade. 

After speaking of the stream running through one corner of the hospital 
stockadl>, and stating that its upper portion was used for washing by the patients, 
and the lower portion as a sink, he remarks: 

This part of the stream is a semi·f1uid mass of human excrement, and offal, and filth of all 
kinds. This immense cess-pool, fermenting- beneath the hot sun, emitted an overpowering 
stench. * * • .,> North of the hospital grounds the stream which 
flows through the stockade pursues its sluggish and filthy course. The exhalations from the 
swamp, which is loaded with tbe excrement of the prisoners confined in the stockade, exert 
their deleterious influences 011 the inmates of the hospital. 

'Within the hospital enclosure, less than five acres, he says: 
The patieats and attendants, near 2,000, are crowded, and are but poorly supplied with old 

and ragged tents; a large number are without. any bunks in the tents, alld lay upon tbe 
ground, oftentimes without evell a blanket. No beds or stmw appear to have been furnished. 

'1'he tents extendeu to within a few yards of the smallstream, which, as he before 
observed, was used as a privy, and loaded with excrement. 

I observed (he says) a large pile of corn-bread, bones, and filth of all kinds, 30 feet in diame
tcr and several feet in height, swarming with myriads of flies, in a vacant space near the 
pots used for cooking. Millions of flies swarmed over everytbing and covered the faces of 
tbe sleeping pat.ients, crawled down their open mouths, and deposited their maggots upon thc 
gangrenous wounds of the living and the moutbs of the dead. 

Mosquitos in great numbers also infested the tents, and many of the patients were so 
stung hy these pestiferous insects that they resembled those suffeting with a slig'ht attack 
of the measles. 

The police and hygiene of the hospital was defective in the extreme. (Record, pp. 4350-'51 ; 
manuseript, p. 17;~I.) 

Again: 
Many of the sick were literally incrusted with dirt and filth, and covered with vermin. 

When a gangrene wound needed washing tbe limb was tbrust out a little from theblanket, 
or board, or rags upon wbich the patient was lying, and water poured over it, and all tbe 
putreseent matter allowed to soak into the ground floor of the tent. * * * 

I saw tbe most filthy rags, which had been applied several times and ill'lperfeetly washed, 
used in dressing recent wounds. 

'Vhere hospital gangrene was prevailing it was impossible for any wounds to escape con
tagion under the circumstances. (Record, p. 4354.) , 

Of the treatment of the dead he says: 
The manner of disposing' of the dead is also calculated to depress the already despondent 

spirits of these men. * * * The dead-house is merely a frame, eovered 
with old tent cloth and a few brusbes, situated in tbe southwestern corner of the hospital 
grounds. 'When a patient dies he is simply laid in tbe narrow street in front of his tent, 
until he is removed by the federal negroes detailed to carry off the dead. If the patient die 
during tbe night, he lies there until morning; and dming the day the dead were frequently 
allowed to remain for hours in these walks. In the dead-house the corpses lay on the bare 
ground, and were in most cases covered with filth and vermin. (Record, p. 4355; manuscript, 
p. 1721.) . 

Further on he says: 
The eooking arrangements are of tbe most defective character. Two large iron pots, 

similar to tbose used for boiling sugar-cane, appeared to be tbe only cooking utensils furnished 
by the hospital for the cooking of near 2,000 men, and the patients were depelldent in a great 
measure on tbeir own miserable utensils. * * * *' 

The air of the tents ,vas foul and disagreeable in the extreme, and in fact the entire grounds 
emitted a most noxious and disgusting smell. I entered nearly all the tents and car~fully 
examined the cases of interest, especially the cases of gan~rene, during tbe pl'OsecutI.on of 
my pathological iuquiries at Andersonville, and therefore enJoyed every opportu;'lity to Judge, 
eorrectly of the hygiene and police of the hospital. (Record, p. 4357; manuscnpt, p. 1721.) 

To show that this frightful condition of affairs did not cease after a great por
tion of the prisoners were removed, Dl·. Jones observes: 

The mtio of mortality continued to increase during September, for,notwithstanding the 
removal of half th~ entire number of prisoners during the early portion of the month, 1,757 
deaths were registeredfrom September ·lst to the 21st, and the largest number .of deaths 
npon anyone dny occurred during tbis month, on the 16th, yiz., 119. 
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Afterwards, remarking upon the causes of the great mortalit.y among the federal 
prisoners, he says: . 

The chief causes of death were scurvy and its results, bowel affections, and chronic and 
acute diarrhrea, and dysentery. The bowel affections appear to have been due to the diet 
and habits of the pat.ients; the depressed, dPjected state of the nervous system and moral and 
intellectual powers and to the effluvia arising from decomposed animal and vegetable filth. 
(Record, p. 4372; manuscript, p. 1721.) . 

He also says: 
Almost every amputation was followed finally by death, either from the effects of gangrene, 

or from the prevailingdiarrhcea and dysentClY. ~ * * * - , 
So far as my observation extended, velT few of the cases of amputation for gangrene recov

ered. (Record, p. 4378; manuscript, p. 1721.) 

'l'he evidence of Dr. John C. Bates is important, as showing the condition of 
the hospital. He was a rebel surgeon on duty at Andersonville from the middle 
of September, 1864, to the last of' March, 18G5, embracing a period when it i~· 

claimed the sufferings were much lighter than they IHl.d been. This, we have 
already seen by Dr. Jones's report, was not true, even after those of the pris
oners had been sent away, and we shall see from the testimony of Dr. Bates 
that it is wholly iucorrect. He says: 

Upon going to the ward to which I was assigned, I was shocked at the appearance of 
things. The men were lying partially nude, and dying and lousy; a portion of them in the 
sand, and otbers upon boards wbich had been stuck upon little props, pretty well erowded; 
a majority of tbem in small tents. * * * * * * * 

I would go to the other parts of the hospital w hen officer of the day; the men would gather 
around me, and ask for a bone, I would give them whatever I could find at my disposition 
without robbing otbers. I well knew that an appropriation of one ration took it from the 
general issue; that when I appropriated an extra ration to one man, some one else would 
fall minus. I then fell back upon the distribution of bones; they did not presume to ask me 
for meat at all. So far as rations are concerned, that is the way matters went along for some 
time after I went there. * * * • * * * 

They could not be furnished with any clothing, except the clothing of tbe dead, which was 
generally appropriated to tbe living. There was a partial supply of fuel, but not sufficient 
to keep the men warm and prolong their existence. . 

As medical officer of the day, I made. examinations beyond my own ward, I nd reported 
the condition. As a geneml thing the patients were destitute; filthy, and partly naked. Tbe 
clamor all the while was for something to eat. (Ree-ord, p 125; manuscript, p. 28.) 

Dr. G. G. Roy, whose testimony was before referred to, in speaking of the 
hospital, says: 

I found it in a very deplorable condition. There was no comfort attached to it whatever. 
Many of the tcnts were badly worn, torn, and rottcn, and of course permitted the water to 
leak throl1g-h. The patients were not furnished with bunks or bedding, pr bed-clothing, or 
anything of that kind. (Record, p. 480; mannscript, p. 192.) 

He speaks, as did all the othel' medical officers on duty there, of the g'l'eat 
dearth of medicines; but also cOl!curs with most of them in the opinion that 
medicine was not so much needed as proper diet, and he confirms generally the 
description given by Dr. Jones. 

On the 26th day of' Septembl'r, Dr. Amos Thornburg, assistant surgeon, in a 
report to Dr. Stevenson, the surgeon in charge, (see Ex. No. 30, manuscript, 
p. 989,) calls special attention to the very bad sanitary condition of' the hospital. 
He reports, "that the patients are lying on the cold gl'ound, without bedding or 
blankets; also, ·that we have a very scanty supply of' medicines, and that the 
rations are not of the proper kind, and not issued in proper quantity." 

On the 5th of September Dr. J. C. Pelllt, in an official repvrt directed to the 
chief'of his division, (see Ex. No.9; mannscript, p. 57,) says: 

The tents are entirely destitute of either bunks, bedding, or straw, the patients being com
pelled to lie on the bare ground. I earnestly call your attention to tbe article of diet. The 
corn-bread received from the b~k~ry, being made up without sifting, is wholly unfit for the 
use of ~he sick, and often, as Wlt~m tbe last twenty-four hours, the inner portion is found to 
be peliectly raw. The meat recelved for the patients does not amount to over two ounces 
per day; and for the past three or four days no flollr has been issued. The eorn-bread can
not be eaten by many, for to do sowould be to increase the diseases of the bowels, from which 
a large mltjority of them are suffering, and it is therefore thrown away. All these men 
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receive, by way of ~ustemtllce, is two ounce~ of boiled beef and half a pint of rice s~up per 
Jay. Und~r thes~ CU'cUl."slanc.es, all. tho skl1l that'can be brought to bear upon theIr cases 
by the medICal officers Will avaIl notlllng. We have but little more thau indigenous barks 
and roots with which to treat the numerous forms of disease to which Onr attention is daily 
called. For the treatment of wounds, ~llcers, .and so forth, we have literally nothing except 
water. Our wards~ some o~ them, are filled WIth gangyene, !,ludwe are compelled to fold our 
,mns, and look qUIetly on Its ravages, not even havmg stullulauts to support the system 
under its depressing influence. 

Similar testimony is given by Doctors Rice, Head, Flewellen, and others of 
the medical corps 011 dut.yat Anderso.nviIIe. This picture of human sufferinO' 
might be intensified and presented in different phases, if we were to resort t~ 
the testimony of soldiers on duty in the hospital, and those who were patients 
there; but nothing call add to the truthfulness of the facts stated, as we have 
shown in I he ollicial reports made at the time, and made for no other purpose 
than to call the attention of the proper officers (0 the facts. Hence, 1 do not 
deem it necessary to enlarge further on this branch of the subject. 

THE CHARGE OF CO:,/SPIRACY. 

\Ve come now to a consideration of the third branch of the subject. Having 
presented a faithfill representation-..,faithful because the witnesses have given 
it-of tbe condition of the stockade and the hospital, we shall proceed to unfold 
the extent of the conspiracy, the purposes the conspirators, and the cruel and 
devilish means resorted to to accomplish their ends. 

I confess to YOll, gentlemen, that I enter upon this branch of tbe argument 
with regret and reluctance. I confess that., to a greater or less extent, our nation" 
ality, and the good name we bear, are involved in the issue; but I do not fear' 
to present to the world, on this account, this great conspiracy of treason, this 
confederation of traitors, though it shock the moral sentiment of the universe; 
for, however much we may deplore the fact that its head and front were Ameri
cans, once prominent in the councils of the nation, they have forfeited all rights, 
they have ceased in any way to represent the true spirit of Americanism; they 
are outlaws and criminals, and cannot by their crimes taint our faiL' escutcheon. 
It is the work of treason, the legitimate" result of that sum of all villanies, and 
which, by many, very many, proofs during the past four years, has shown itself 
capable of this last one deve10ped. \Vhen we remember that the men here 
charged, and those inculpated, but not named in the indictment, are some of 
them men who were at the head of the late rebellion, from its begiuning to its 
close, and as such chiefs, sanctioned the brutal conduct of their soldiers as early 
as the first battle of Bull Run j who perpetrated unheard-of cruelties at Libby 
and Belle Isle; who encouraged the most atrocious propositions of retaliation in 
their congress; who sanctioned a guerilla mode of warfare; who instilled a 
system of steamboat burning and firing of cities; who employed a surgeon in 
their sp.rvice to fiteal into our capital city infected clothing; who approved the 
criminal treatment of the captured prisoners at Fort Pillow, Fort vVashing'ton, 
and elsewhere; who were guilty of the basest treachery in sending paroled 
prisoners into the field; who planted torpedoes in tbe paths of our soldiers; who 
paid their emissaries for loading shell in the shape of coal, and intermixing them 
in the fuel of our steamers j who ordered an indiscriminate firing upon our trans
ports and vessels and railroad trains, regardless of whom they contained; who 
organized and carried to a successful termination a most diabolical conspiracy to 
assassinate the President of the United States-wben we remember these things 
of these men, may we 110t without hesitancy bring to light tbe conspiracy here 
charged? . 

Before entering, however, into a discussion of the evidence,Jet me present the 
law governing in cases of conspiracy. I quote from the very able argument of 
John A. Bingham, delivered for the prosecution in the trial of the conspirat?rl'l 



750 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

for the assassination of President Lincoln, whose law propositions and authorities 
given cannot be gainsaid: 

If the conspiracy be established as laid, it results that whatever was said or done by either 
of the parties thereto, in the furtherance or execution of the common design. is the declaration 
or act of all the other parties to the conspiracy; and this, whether the other parties, at the 
time such words were uttered, or such acts done by their contederates, were present or 
absent., 

The declareu and accepted rule of law in cases of conspiracy is that
"In prosecutions for conspiracy it is an established rule that where several persons are 

proved to have combined together for the same illegal purpose, any act done by one of the 
party, in pursuance of the original concerted plan, !\Dd in reference to the common object, is 
in the contemplation of law, as well as of sound reason, the act of the whole party; and 
therefore the proof of the act will be evidence against any of the others who were engaged in 
the same general conspiracy, without regard to the question whether the prisoner is proved 
to have been concerned in the particular transaction." (Phillips on Evidence, p. 210.) 

The same rule obtains in cases of treason: "If se,"eral persons agrec to levy war, some in 
one place and some in another, and one party do actually appear in arms, this is a levying 
of war by all, as well those who were not in arms as those who were, if it were done in pur
suance of the original concert, for thos~ who made the attempt were cmboldened by the confi
dence inspired by the general concert, and therefore these particular acts are in justice imputa
ble to all the rest:' (1 East., Pleas of the Crown., p. 97; Roscoe, 84.) 

In ex parte Bollman and Swartwout, 4 Cranch, 126, Marshal, Chief .Justice, rules: "If 
war he actually levied, that is, if a body of men be actually assembled for the purpose of 
effecting, by force, a treasonable purpose, all those who perform any part, however minute, 
or however remote from the scene of action, and who are actually leagued in the general con
spiracy, are to be considered as traitors." 

In United State vs. Cole et at., 5 McLean. 601. Mr. Justice McLean says: 
"A conspiracy i~ rarely, if ever, proved by positive testimony. When a crime of high mag

nitude is about to be perpetrated by a combination of individuals, thay do not act openly, 
but covertly and secretly. The purpose formed is known only to those who enter into it; 
unless one of the original conspirators betray his companions, and give evidence against them, 
their guilt can only be proved by circnmstantial evidence." * * "' 

It is said by some writers on evidence that such circumstances are stronger than, positive 
proof. A witness swearing positively, it is said, may misapprehend the facts or swear falsely, 
but that circumstances cannot lie. 

The common design is the essence of the charge, and this may be made to appear when 
the defendants steadily pursue the same object, whether acting separately or together, by com
mon or different means, all leading to the same unlawful result. And where prima facie 
evidence has been given of a combination, the acts and confessions of one are evidence 
against all. * * * It is reasonable that where a body of men aSsUlne the attri
hute of individuality, \\ hether for commercial business 91' the commission of a crime, the 
association should be bound by the acts of one of its members in carrying out the design. 

It is a rule of the law, not to be overlooked in this connection, that the conspiracy or agree
ment of the parties, or some of them, to act in concert to accomplish the unlawful act charged, 
may be established eitber by direct evidence of a meeting or consultation for the illegal pur
pose charged, or more usually from the very nature of the case, by circumstantial eyidence. 
(2d Starkie, 232.) 

Lord Mansfield ruled that it was not necessary to prove the actual fact of acotlspiracy, 
but that it might be collected from collateral circumstances. (Parsons's case, 1; W. Black
stone, 392.) 

"If," says a great authority on the law of evidence, on a charge of conspiracy, "it apl'ears that 
two persons by their acts are presuming the same object, lind often by the same means, or 
one performing part of the act, and the other completing it, for the attainment of the same 
object, the jury. may draw the conclnsion there is a conspiracy; if a conspiracy be formed, 
and a person Join in it afterwards, he is equally guiltv with the original conspirators." 
(Roscoe, 415.) • 

The rule of the admissibility of the acts B,nd declarations of anyone of the conspirators, 
said or done in furtherance of the common design, applies in cases as well where only part 
of the conspirators are indicted aud upon tri!\1. Thus upon an indictment of murder, if it 
appear that others, together with the prisoner, conspired to commit the erime, the act of 
one, done in pursuanee of that intention, will be evidence against the rest. (2d Starkie, 237.) 
They lire alike guilty as principals. (Commonwealth VS. Knapp, 9 Pickering, 496; .lO 
Pickering, 477; ti Term Reports, 528; 11 East., 584.) 

Let us see what the evidences are of a common design to murder by st.arva
tion these hapless, helpless Wretches. First, then, who are officers, high and 
low, civil and military, whom the evidence implicates in this great crime' 7 

As'I shall show you by the testimony, there are assoeiated in this conspiracy, 
as directly implicated and as perpetrators, the prisoner at the bar, Brigadier 
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General .John H. V,Tinder, Surgeon Isaiah H. White, Surgeon R. R. Stevenson, 
Dr. Kerr, Captain R. B. Winder, Captain Reed, Jamel'l H. Duncan, W. W. 
'rurner, and Ben. Harris. Remote from the scene, but ,no less responsible than 
these named, nay, rath~r wit~ II greate.r .weight. of guilt resting upon them, a.re 
the leader of the rebellIOn, IllS war mlllIster, hiS surgeon general, his commis
sary and quartermaster general, his eommissionel' of exchange, and all others 
'suffieiently high in authority to have prevented these atrocities, and to whom 
the knowledge of them was bi·ought. 

Chief among the conspirators and the actual participators in the crime, the 
immediate tool, first and last, of the rebel guvernment, we shall see was l1eneral 
Winder.	 , 

It is proper, therefore, that we should know who he was, and the precise \'ela
~ions which he bore to the government which he representeq.. We learn from 
many sources that he had for a long time prior to the organization of the Ander
sonville prisun been at the head of the military prisons in and around Richmond, 
holding also the positiun of provost marshal of that important centre of the 
rebellion. . 

, We learn from the witness J. B. Jones (Record, p. 2531; manuscript, p.1219) 
that his rule as provost marshal was almost a reign of terror; that his authority 
was so great he could arrest men indiscriminately even in distant States, and 
that he was constantly sustained and supported by Jefferson Davis and his eOll

fi dentinl adviser and premier, lVIr. Benjamin. 
'1'he witness Cashmeyer, (Record, p. 2840-'41; manuscript, p. 1221,) the con

fidential detective and ,constant companion of General Windel' till the close of 
the rebellion, says: 

Their relations (those of Davis and Winder) were very friendly indeed, and very confi
dential; I often heard General W'inder SILY so; I often saw him go there and come from 
there. . . 

About the time' that General Winder's reign of terror was at its climax, and 
there was great opposithm felt and expressed towlI,rds him, both in and out of 
the rebel congress, a combined effort was made to have him relieved and sent, 
away, Generals Bragg and Ransom being prominent in the movement. At this 
time Cashmeyer says: 

President Davis was his (Winder's) especial friend. When the order relieving General 
Winder came from the war department, he took it and went up to Mr. Davis; President 
Davis indorsed on it, as well as I can recollect, that it was entirely unnecessary and uncalled 
for. 

Some time after this it was thought wise by the rebel authorities to organize 
the Andersonville prison, and the whole matter wa6 placed in the hands of Gen
eral Winder by the orders issued from the war department for the purpose. 
General Winder himself did not go to Andersonviile till about the first of June, 
but he sent forward, as we learn from the testimony of Casbmeyer, (Record, p. 
2842; manuscript, p. 1221,) of Spencer, (Record, p. 600; manuscript, p. 1056,). 
of Captain Wright, (Record, p. 790; manuscript, p. 1177,) and others, his son, 
Captain W. S. Winder of hi~ staff, as hi8 special executive officer, and as we learn 
from the testimony of Colonel Persons (Record, p. 613; manuscript, p. 250,) 
"with absolute discretion in the location of the prison." 'rhis was in the lat
ter part of December, 1863. 

Shortly after, another officer of General 'Winder, a nephew of his, Captain 
R. B. Wind~r, a quartermaster, arrived at Andersonville and assumed the duties ' 
ofhis office. Captain Wright, in speaking of him (Record, p. 2447; manuscript, 
p. 1177,)	 says: . 

He told me that he had no orders to report to any quartermaster at all; that he reported 
directly to Richmond, and received his instructions from Richmond. 

Subsequently in the month of March, 1864, General Winder sent still another 
of his staff officers, the prisoner at the bar, who, as we learn from hi'l ,report, , 
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made :May 8th, (see Ex. No. 16; manuscript, p. 658,) was assigned to the com
mandof the prison 011 the 27th of March. 

Of him, Colonel Persons says, (Record, p. 602 and following; manuscript, 
p.	 219:) . 

He came direce from Richmond, my underseanding was, by order of General Winder; I saw 
an official order to that effect; I received a communication about the time Captain Wirz 
reached ehere from General Winder; it stated thae Captain Wirz was an old prison officer, a 
very relil1ble man and capable of governing prisoners, aud wound up by saying. that I would 
::;ive him command of the prison proper. ' 

From the return of staff officers made by General WinG.er after he had him
self arrived at Andersonville, and who he saY8 were" acting under the orders of 
Brigadier General .John H. Winder, commanding the post at Ander80nville, 
Georg-ia, commanding the camps and stockade containing federal prisoners of war 
and the g-uard troops for the 8ame, the prison for federal prisoners of war at 
}Iacon, Georgia," &c., &c., we find that Dr. Isaiah H. White, also on his staff, 
was assigned to duty at Ander80nville, by orders of the war departmemt at Rich
mond, as chief surgeon in charge of the prison hospital; he arrivei at Ander
sonville about the same time as the two Captains Winder. 

This comprises the original corps of officers sent from Richmond to carry 
out the hellish purposes of ·the rebel government, and which, as we shall see as 
we advance, was most faithfully done by them. Gan there be any doubt as to 
,,,hat the original purpose of the rebel government was? Let us go to the very 
origin of the prison. 

Ambrose Spencer testifies (Record, pp. 2472-'74; manuscript, p. 105G,) as 
follows: 

I saw Captain ;'V. S. Winder' at ehe time he was laying Olle the prison. 
I asked him if he was going to erect balTacks or sheHer of any kind; he replied that he was 
not, thae the damned Yankees who would be put in there would have no need of them. I 
asked him why he WI1S cuUing down all the trees, and suggeseed thae they would prove a 
shelter to the prisoners, from the heat of the sun ae lease; he made this reply, or something 
similar to ie: That is just what I am going to do; 1 am going to huild a pen !tere that will 
kill morc dClmned Ya1lkces thCln can bc destroyed in the front. These are very nearly his words, 
or equivalene to them. 

How was this plan, thus emphatically avowed, carried out 1 'l'he stockade 
was located across a stream which General Wilson of our army says (Record, 
p. 1539; manuscript, p. 822) "wol}ld not ruu more water than would supply 
for the purposes of' an army a larger command than four or five thousand men, 
" a sluggish stream," as Dr. Jones calls it, which with the springs along its banks, 
sufficient probably to supply a regiment more, was the only water originally 
intended for the prisoners. . 

From the inside of the prison everything was taken which could in any way 
contribute to the comfort, convenience, or llealth of the prisoners, and was never 
replaced by shelter, neither during the burning heat of the summer, which Doc
tor 'l'hornburgh, tells you was not much short of 11'}O.degrees in the sun, nor the 
cold which followed in the winter, sufficiently severe, as is shown by several wit
nesses, to freeze and wl1ich did freeze many prisoners to death. 

It will be remembered, too, that not 400 yards distant, below the site selected 
tor the stockade, was a stream of water which General Wilsoll says was ample 
for any number of troops. a stream that could not have been exhausted, and 
which, after careful examination, as he says, was found to flow a volume of water 
equal to 15 feet by 5 feet, with a velocity of a mile an hOllr, (Record, p. 1876; 
manuscript, p. 82·2,) and which Colonel Persons says, (Record, p. 610; manu
script, p. 250,) it occurred to him (me) would have been a preferable place to 
the one where the prison was located," adding, "I suggested it to W. S. Winder, 
I believe; I recollect distinctly it was one of the Winders." 

The mere location of the prison in the absence of other facts would not' per
haps, of itself, convey a criminal intent; but when we remember what followed, 
and certain other facts which will be pre8ented, it becomes a very important 
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link in the chain of evidence leading to the guilt of the parties alleged. It will 
be remembered that the immense bake-house, the only accommodation of that 
kind furnished for the prisoners until late in the year, was located so that ~ll the 
filth and ,garbage, and offal of that place, which is described as itself almost as 
filthy as the stockade, passed directly through the prison. 

'rhis, it is testified to by many, could with equal convenieuce have been locfl
ted elsewhere, and this was suggested to Captain R. B. Winder, the quarter
master, at the time of its erection. Immediately below the stockade, as appears 
from the evidence of Dl'. Jones, Dl'. Roy, aild others, trees were felled in the 
stream and brush thrown into the swamp, so l,hat the filth escaping' from the 
prison, which ought to have been allowed to pass rapidly off, was here caught, 
spread over the surface and disseminated in the soil, till, as these medical gen
tlemen say, it became a prolific source of disease, and sent back into the prison 
a horrible stench. 

, These preparations of death did not ceasp. here, but with incredibfe malice, or 
with recklessness equally criminal, the troops arriving at the post for the pur
poses of defence were encamped above the stockade and along the'stteam in such 
a manner that, as many witnesses testify, all the washings of the camps and 
overfl.owings of the sinks during storms swept into the stockade., Into this hor
rible pen were the prisoners of war ushered, and here were they confined in 
hopeless captivity. Here, too, for many months, with all these surroundings, 
and everything calculated to make it certain death for the sick, was the hospital 
retailled; and not until after earnest protests from many o,flicers, not until after 
freg uent representation~through official channels to the rebel governmcnt, through 
General vVillder, who was still in Richmond, not until after, as we learn from 
the testimony of Colonel 'Persons, humanity impelled him to take the responsi
bility, was the hospital removed outside, and this he tells us (Record, p. 3059; 
manmcript, p. 1304,) was done in violation of General. Winder's orders, and 
was tardily acquiesced in some weeks aftel' by an order from Richmond. 

About the time of this clamor for the removal of the hospital, considerations' 
of humanity pleaded with equal fervor for an enlargement of the stockade. 
Pl'isoners. had 'been sent forward, under orders from Richmond, with such rapidity 
and in such numbers that they could only be turned into this place lik<:l cattle, 
until at the time we speak of, within an enclosure of little more than twelve acres, 
excluding the swamp, unfit for occupation, and the dead·line space, the frightful 
l1umQer of over 18,000 were confined, Protest after protest went up through 
many sources to General Winder at Richmond. Colone~Persons says, (Record, 
p.	 2061; manuscript, p. 130.">:) . 

\Ve sent an objection to the authorities at Richmond, to General 'Winder, and urged him 
to hold up, and not ship aHy more prisoners there, but he paid no attention to it. 

This seething mass of humanity, with scarcely room to stand upon, crying for 
help, the more conscientious officers of the post doing all in their power to alle· 
viate their Fuffering8, the commanding officer notifying the rebel government 
what they mU8t.have known all the time, that the mortality was great, and must 
be still greater unless something should be done, Colonel Persons was aroused upon 
this subject, as hehad been upon the matterof removing the hospital, and here 
again he took the responsibility, as he tells us, (Record, p. 621; manuscript, p. 258,) 
to order an enlargement of the stockade about one-third, which was done under 
the direction of Oaptain Wright by theprisontrs themselves. Colonel Persons 
says (Record, p. 3063; manuscript, p. 130.6) that when he saw they did not intend, 
holding up, but continued to ship more prisoners, and saw that the prison was 
overcrowded, he directed the enlargement of the prison, and he says: 

.A;fter I had fi~isJ:1ed tbe ex.tension, or, pe.rhaps, after I ha~ got it partly finished, orders came 
glvmg me permISSIOn to do It. , ' 

There can be no doubt that during all this time the precise condition of affairs 
at Andersonville was well understood at Richmond. ,General Winder, to :whom 

H: Ex. Doc. 23--48 
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the lentire business of organizing and conducting the prison was assigned, re
mained in Richmond as the representative of the prison at that place. He was 
in constant correspondence with the officers on duty at Andersonville, as is fully 
shown by what has j~lst been stated. That he frequently conferred with the offi
cers of the war department is not only re'asonably inferable but is absolutely 
certain. 

General Cobb, in hi~ letter to the adjutant general of May 5, (see Ex. No. 
15; manuscript, p. 649,) says: ' . 

I presume the character of the prison is well llnderstood at Richmond, and therefore give 
no description of it. 

. The introduction of his letter, showing· that his presumption was well founded, 
is as follows: 

Under your order to inform myself of the condition of the prison at Amlersonville, with the 
view of furnishing from the reserve corps the neeessary guard for its protection and s!~fety, 
&c. ' 

Dr. Eldridge, in his report, fo~warded to Richmond at the same time as Gen
eral Cobb's, in speaking of the necessity of removing the hospital outside and 
eudeavoring to meet the objections made at Richmond, says: 
. Such an enelosure as I should suggest-a plank fence ten feet high-would require but very
few additional guards, as the guard appears to be the objection urged at Richmond to a sep
arate enclosure. 
. On the81h of May, 1864, the prisoner at the bar made a report to Major 
Turner, who, ,as an officer on duty pertaining to prisons, connected with 
the war department. (see Ex. No. 16; manuscript, p. 658:) in which the condition 
of affairs at Andersonville at that date was fully set forth. This report reached 
Richmond during the same ~onth, and was submitted to the war department 
by General Windel', with the following indorsement: . . 

Approved and respectfully forwarded. Captain Wirz has ,proven himself to be II Qiligent
and efficient officer, whose superior in commanding prisons and incident duties I know not. ,. 

We all :know, as officers of the ar,my, that the furnishing of subsistence, of the 
material used by qnartermasters, and of hospital supplies and medicine, was all 
done either through the chief8 of tho;e several department8 at Richinond, acting 
under the supervision of the secretary of war himself, or by virtue of the orders 
of these chiRfs and of that secretary. 

It is not· credible that such an immense prison as that at ~D.dersonville, used 
as a receptacle for prisoners from all parts of the sOlIth, was unknown to t.he 
Richmond ,government, and that the whole management, the subsistence of the 
prigoners, their eomfort, their safety, everything was left in the hands of this 
heretofore obscure man, now on trial. But it is said that during the8e straitened 
times the prisoner and the other officers charged were. doing all in their power 
to alleviate the sufferings. so well known at Richmond and at Andersonville. 

Without stopping now to inquire what could have been done,. and what is 
shown bya cloud of witnesses to have been in their power, notice a moment 
what was done, and whether or not it was. in furtherance of the conspiracy. 
Oaptain R B. Winder, as we learn from Oaptain Wright's testimony, (Record. p. 
2747; manuscript, p. 1177,) came to Andersonville untrammelled by any orders, 
reported to no orie, but received his instructions from the qU'artermaster general. 
He told Captain '\Vright that "all the quartermasters had been ordered by the 
quartermaster general to furnish him what supplies he needed to fill his requisitions." 

WIth powers thus ample he erected a few scanty, miserable sheds at one end 
of the stockade, which were then used as a hospital, and were not suffic'ient for 
the sick; he built a cook-ho~se which was a prolific source of suffering and death, 
and which was not of ~uffiC1ent.capacity to prepare rations for more than 5,000 
men properly. He bUilt a hospital ~nclosure with 'some sheds within it, covered 
but not sided; he furnished the pl'lsoners wit,h wood for cooking purposes, as 
we learn, at the rate of three cord sticks to a squad of nInety; he managed to 
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transfer to his private till a large amount of money sent him by his government, 
as intimated in the testimony of Captain 'Wright; he folded his arms while Col
onel Persons enlarged the stockade and removed the hospital, work which belongecl 
exclusively to him; he did this, omitting to do many things that were not only 
.in his power, but which it was his duty to do, leaving the post finally in the 
latter part of the summer, taking away nearly everything, as Captaiu Wright 
says, (Record, p. ~7 49; manuscript, p. 1178,) that pertained to his department. 
Not, however, until by his acts of omission and commission he had become. 
answerable for the deaths of hundreds of these unfortunate prisoners. 

Captain W. S. Winder remained true to his purpose, as declared to Mr. 
Speucer, and in more ways than one demonstrated how true was his .. declara
tion: 

I am going to build a pen here that will kill more damned Yankees than can be destro;yed 
in the front. 

Dr. Isaiah H. White, an important adjunct to this scheme, and indispensable 
to its faithful execution, was at the heacl of the hospital, whence he reported to 
his superior officers at Richmond, from time to time, the clreaclful and increasing 
mortality. 

The prisoner now before you, despite all his pretended protests at the time, 
despite the individual and widely separated instances of humanity which have 
been paraded here, rema.ined, as he truly said in his letter to Major General 
Wilson, which was the first item of evidence. introduced in this trial, "the tool 
in the hands of his (my) superiors." (See Ex. No.1; manuscript, p. L) He 
had iBtroduced himself to the prisoners by s topping their rations the first day 
he was on duty; he had instituted, between that time and the time of General 
Winder~s arrival, a system of the most cruel and inhuman punishments; he had 
made his name a terror among the prisoners, and his socil1ty a reproach to his 
comrades upon whom he inflicted it; he had established the dead-line and all 
its accompanying horrors; he had given the prisoners a foreshadoWing of the 
stocks, of the balls and .chains, of the chain-gang, of stai·vat.ion as a punishmilut, 
and all that black catalogue of cruelty and suffering unknown even to a "Dra
conian <lode;" he 11ad declared to several of the pl'ison('rs engaged in the burial 
of the dead, "This is the way I give the Yankees the land they came to fight for ;~' 
he had scores of times told the prisoners, whenmaltrt:ating them, that he intended 
to starve them to death; he had boasted that" he was doing more for the con
federacy than any general in the field;" he had paraded the chain-gang for the 
amusement of his wife and daughters; he had with drawn pistol told a prisonel' 
who dared to complain of the rations, "Damn yon, I'll give you bullets for bread." 
Are you not prepared then to believe that at the time of General Winder's 
arrival the prisoner was in the execution of the common design, with a. 
knowledge of its object, and acting in harmony with its chief instrument, Gen
eral Winder 1 . 

This is Andersonville in part, the sufferings of our prisoners in part, and some
thing of the evidence of the conspiracy begun and continued up to the time of 
General Winder's arrival. 

We shall see now whether the law governing this question, after a recital 
of the facts which follow, does not direct you to find a verdict of guilty. 

You will remember that when Colonel Persons was on the stand, he told you 
that, assuming to do what the law and the army regulations made it the duty of 
the quartermaster to do, and which in this case Captain Winder had wholly neg
lected to do, he sent to the different saw-mills along the line of the railroad for 

.lumber, moved, as he tells you, by a feeling of humanity and a deRire to alle
viate, in some way, the sufferings of the prisoners. He says, (Record, p, 608 ; 
manuscript, p. 252 :) 

I had concentrated there, I suppose,. about five or six train loads of lumber; I suppose 
nearly 50 car loads. . 
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I quote further from the record the following: 
Q. Were you permitted.to erect a shelter 1 ' 
A. I was in the act of doing so, was just carrying the lumber, when I was relieved. 
Q. By whom? 
A. By General Winder. . 
Q. Had he arrived on the same day? . 
A. He arrived there about that time. 
Q. Was your plan carried out? 
A. I went into the stockade several times after I Wag relieved from duty and I saw no 

shelter there. I saw 40 or 50 houses springing up outside of the grounds. The lumber dis
appeared in that way. 

.At this time, the journal of the prison shows there were over 19,000 prison
ers in the stockade. This was the first official act of General Winder on his 
arrival. It wa.s the third time Colonel Persons had given mortal offence, and 
he was not longer to be tolerated. What could more strongly present the un
mitigated diabolism of that friend of President Davis, that man upon the order 
relieving whom the rebel chief ,!rote: "It is entirely unnecessary and uncalled 
for?" '.rhis was the man who found a ready advocate in the rebel premier, Mr. 
Benjamin, and who was not only sustained from first to last by his chief, but 
was rewarded·for official conduct that will place his name amongst tlJOse of the 
most infamous of any age or clime. ' 

General Winder's second act was to. establish himself comfortably and at a 
respectful distance from the prison, .where be remained from the first of June 
until early in the fall. Notice now, as we ad,vance, how the sufferings of this 
prison increased; how everything from which torture and death could result was 
resorted to; how all those methods of inhuman punishment instituted by the 
prisoner were approved and sanctioned by General Winder, and that, during the 
whole period of his command, not a single acL is recorded which does not prove 
hini to have been not only "a brutal man," as Mr. Spencer says he was, but 
that he was the chief instrument in the hands of a wicked, treasonable conspi
racy to murder the prisoners of war ih his custody. He came there whh author
ity unlimited, with discretion to do whatever circumstances required to canyout 
the purposes of his command. In an appeal published by him to the citizens 
of the surrounding counties, (see Ex. No. 27; manuscript, p. 707,) he calls 
for" 2,000 negroes properly. supplied with axes, spades, and picks,. and supported 
by the requisite number of wagons and teams," for the purpose of rendering' 
more hopAless the imprisonment of uur soldiers, holding over the people of that 
vicinity the terrors of impressment, which,in this appeal, he claims tu have au' 
thority to make; yet, with 1111 this power, whh all these appliances at hand, and 
within reach of his call, not a single shelter did he' ever erect; not a ditc\;} did he' 
dig to drain that horrible cesspool below the stockade, and within it; not a tithe 
of the wood absolutely necessary didhe cause to be taken into the stockade; not 
once did he visit that place over which he had supreme control; not a well did he 
cause to be digged within it; not an order did he issue to abate one jot 01' tittle 
of the frightful rigors of that priaon pen; not a'kindly or humane sentiment is 
he,shown during that whole .time to have uttered towards these prisoners in his 
custody. On the contrary, he scattered to the four winds, as we have seen, that 
immen~e pile of ·lumber accumulated by Colonel Persons for the purpose of 
erecting shelter in the stockade; he approved all that had been done by his 
subordinate, the prisoner, even recommending him,for promotion ;he legalized 
the detail of Turner, who was a confederate soldier; to take command of a pack 
of hounds to run down prisoners, and afterwards permanently detached him from 
his regiment for that purpose; he authorized and ordered the hanging of. six 
prisoners of war within the stockade, which,by all the laws ot war, was no 
more nor less than murder, s~ far as he was concerned; he brutally refused the 
philanthropic iadies of AmerJcus twice in their attempts to render assistance to 
the sick at the hospital, even intimating on one of those o~casions, to -those ladies 
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of the highest respectability, that a repetition of their humane efforts would 
brin?; upon themselves a punishment too infamous to be named. 

Is it still contended that there was no conspiracy; that these things evinced 
no common design to destroy; that of all these things the Richmond govern 
ment were. in blissful ignorance? Let us see. On the 21st of July, 1864, 
General WInder addressed a letter to the war department at Richmond, (see 
Ex. No. 17; manuscript, p. 662,) dated Andersonville, in which he uses the 
following language before quoted: 

You speak in your indorsement of placing the prisoners properly. 1. do not exactly 
comprehend what is intended by it; I know but of one way to place them, and that is to 
put them into thestockade, where they have between four- and five square yards to the m'an. 

Is it possible that he did not comprehend what was intended by the war 
department? Can it be that he knew of but one way to place those' prisoners 
properly? '. 

His government did not dare to speak more definitely, nor was it necessaty, 
to such a man as General 'Winder, occupying the position he did, and with the 
letter of Rohert Ould in his private desk, written as early as March, 1863-a 
private letter to himself and indorsed· by his own hand. The one way was the 
way given in his original instructions; it was the way understood by W. S. 
Winder, whell he said it was the intention to kill more Yankees ai, Anderson~ 
ville than they did at the £I'ont; it was the way meant, and well understood by 
General Winder, when he said to Mr. Spencer that, for his own part, hewould as 
lief the damued Yankees would die there a~ auywhere else; that, upon the 
whole, he did not know that it was not better for them, (Record, p. 2467; manu
script, p. 1054,) and which he afterwards disclosed' to Colonel Chandler in the 
remark: 

. It IS better to leave them in their present condition until their number has been Sufficiently 
reduced by death to make the present arrangements suffice for their accommodation. 

It was the way well understood by the rebel government, when, in the face 
of the protests of humane officers, and in the face of the offiCial reports of the 
mortality of that place, they continued to forward prisoners, train-load after train
load, to an already over-crowded prison. It was the way dictated to the agent 
of that government, Robert Ould, and revealed by him in his letter to Winder, 
(see exhibit No. -; manuscript, p. 1920,) when he declares, 'speaking of 
exchanges: "The arrangement I have made works largely in our favor. We 
get rid of a set of miserable wretches, and receive in return some of the best 
material I ever saw;" adding, "This, of course, is between ourselves." 

It was the way understou.d perfectly by General Howell Cobb, when, in a 
speech at Andersonville, he pointed with terrible significance to the grave-yard, 
remarking: "That is the way I would' care for ,them." 

It was the way well understood by the prisoner at the bar, who is shown to 
have uttered sentiments similar to those expressed by W. S. Winder on more 
than a hundred occasions. It was the way,' aud the only way, ever indicated 
by the chief of the rebel government and his secretary of war, else why did. he, 
with'this frightful picture before him, deliberately fold General Winder's letter, 
indorsing it " Noted filed.-J. A. S." 

Let us advance another step in the evidence connecting the Richmond govern
ment with tbese atrocities. Colonel D. T. Chandler, .of the rebel war depart
ment, pursuant to an order of his.chief, of July 25, 1864, directing him to J:?ake 
an inspection at Andersonville, and other places in the confederacy, submitted' 
a report dated Andersonville, August 5, 1864, and which reached the war d\lpart
ment August 17,1864.. This officer, from w1lOse report we have alread,Y quoted, 
gives a graphic description of the sufferings of the prisoners of war, and III earnest 
terms beseeches his go.vernment that no more be sent forward to that place, and 
that immediate steps be taken to relieve the sufferings of those pr!soners already 
there; making many practical suggestions for their comfort whICh he thought 
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could be readily carried out. In a supplemental report, also dllted August 5th. 
and which was received in Richmond with the report first named, he saya : 
. My duty requires me respectfully to recommend a change in the officer in command of the 

post, Brigadier General John H. 'Winder, and the substitiltion in his place of some one who 
unites both energ'y and good judgment with some feelings of humanity and consideration for 
the VIIelfare and comfort, as far as is consistent with their safe-keeping, of the vast number 
of unfortunates placed under his control; some one who, at least, will not advocate deliber
ately, and in cold blood, the propriety of leaving them in their present condition until their 
number has been sufficiently l"educed by'death to make the present arrangements suffice for 
their accommodation, and who will not consider it a matter of self-laudation and boasting that 
he has never been inside of the stockade-a place the horrors of which it is difficult to describe, 
and .which is a disgrace to civilization-the condition of which he might, by the exercise of a 
little energy and judgment, even with the limited means at his command, have considerably 
improved. 

In his examination touching this report, Colonel Chandler says: 
I noticed that General Winder seemed very indifferent to the welfare of the prisoners, 

indisposed to do anything. or to do as much as I thought he ought to do, to alleviate their. 
sufielings. r remonstrated with him as well as I could, and he used that language which 
I reported to the department with .reference to it-the language stated in the report. 
When I spoke of the great mortality existing among the prisoners, and pointed out to him 
that the sickly season was coming on, and that it must necessarily increase unless something 
was done fbr their relief--tIJe swamp, for instance, drained, proper food furnished, and in 
better quantity, and other sanitary sugg'estions which I made to him-he replied to me that 
he thought it was bettel' to see half of them die than to take care of the men. 

And to show that he cannot be mistaken in what he avers, Colonel Chandler 
speaks of Major Hall, hia assistant, having first reported to him similar language 
used by General Winder to him, and remarks: 

I told Major Hall that I thought it incredible, that he must be mistaken. He told me 
no, that he had not only said it once, but twice; and, as I have stated, he subsequently made 
use of this expression to me. . 

Let us now· see what the rebel government had to do with this report. As 
I before remarked, it reached Richmond on the 17th day of August. Immedi
ately on its reception, as we' learn from Captain C. M. Selph, of the rebel war 
department, it was carefully briefed, and extracts made and sent to the heads of 
the different bureaus, the commissal:y general and the quartermaster general j a 
report of Dr. White's, an enclosure of Colonel Chandler's report, being sent to 
the snrgeon general. The entire r.eport was then laid before the secretary 
of war, 1\11'. Seddon, and there cannot be a shadow of doubt that·it was immedi
ately, and fully, and seriously considered j nor can there be any doubt that 1\11'. 
Davis and his war minister conferred together with, regard to this momentous 
subject. 

. Captain Selph, speaking ofa conversat.ion between himself and Colonel Woods, 
a staff officer of Jefferson Davis, in regard to the prison at Anderspnville, says: 

During that com;ersation I obtained the impression that President Davis had some knowl-· 
edge of it. (Record, p. 1161>; manuscript, p. 659.) , 

"This," he says again, "was subsequent to the receipt of Oolonel Chandler's 
report." 

To the question-
Would a paper of this kind, on Ii subject ofthis magnitude, find its way to the president of 

the so-called confederate States in the ordinary course of proceedings 1
He answers, 
Yes, sir; I think it would. 

It will not do to' say that this report was buried among the multitude of 
papers that arrived daily in the war office, 01' that lay upon Mr. Seddon'.s table 
with piles of other papers unnoticed. 1\11'. J: B. Jones, private secretary to Mr. 
Seddon, says (Record, p. 2836; munuscript, p. 1218,) that he remembers when 
the report walO received, liut only read the beadings enough to see t.he purport of 
it; and adds that he thinks it w~s sent for by the secretary of war. 

Mr. R '1'. H. Kean, chief of the bureau of war, says that he saw it lying on the 
secretary's table. He also speaks of a convet'sation between himself and the 
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assistant secretary of war, Judge Campbell, iu which the report was spoken of, 
and in which Judge Campbell, speaking of the fearful mortalily, remarked, 
.. This looks very bad." 

Captain Selph also testifies that the report excited general comment in the 
department. . 

But we are not left with this evidencp. alone. This report was not sent in 
like ordinary inspection reports, but special attention was drawn to it by three 
officials. On the day of its receipt, it was submitted to the secretary of war, as 
the following indorsement proves, beyond doubt: . 

ADJUTANT Al"D INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
August 18, 1864. 

Hespectfully submitted to the secretary of war. The condition of the prison at Andersonville 
is .0. reproach to us liS a 1l"ation. The engineer and ordnance departments wpre applied to for 
implements, and authorized their issue, and I so telegraphed General Winder. Colonel 
Chandler's recommendations are coincided in. 

By order of General Cooper: 
R. H. CHILTON, 

A ssistant A djutant and Inspector General. 

The report passed through the hands of R. B. Welford, a confidential clerk 
employed in. the war department for his legal abilities. who also made a brief 
analysis, strongly recommending Colonel Chilton, lVIr. W.elford's analysis being 
again indorsed, and the whole laid befOJ;e the secretary by J. A.Campbell, assistant 
secretary of war, with the following indorsement: 

These reports show a condition of things at Andersonville which calls very loudly for the 
interposition of the department in oreler that a change may be made. 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant SccrMary of War. 

What more could have been needed, or what more done, to bring authorita
tively and strongly before the proper authorities at Ricllmond the subject of the 
Andersonville sufferings? Here were an intelligent iuspecting officer of high 
rank, Colonel Chandler, the chief of the inspector's bureau, .Colonel Chilton, 
the chief of the bureau of war, Mr. Kean, a confidential clerk, Mr. Welford, 
and the assistant secretary of war, Judge Campbell, all pressing in the 
strongest terms the necessity of an immediate interposition by the department; 
and not hesitatirigto declare the prison at Andersonville" a reproach to them 
as a nation." 'l'hese appeals might have moved hearts of stone, but addressed 
as they were to these representatives of a government based upon wrong and 
injustice, that had its originin a treasonable conspiracy to overthrow the best 
government on the face of the earth, however much they may have moved the 
hearts of those representatives as individuals, they seem to have still felt it their 
duty to adhere to a pm'pose so cruelly and ,wickedly begun and thus far so 
faithfully carried ont; and they dared not, or would not-for it is certain they 
did not-abandon, even then, this atrocious conspiracy. lVIr Kean says he is 
not aware the report was ever acted upon. Captain Selph says the same, and 
we learn from his testimony that the report remained with the secretary, never 
having come back to the inspector general's department, where it properly 
belonged, till about the time Mr. Breckinridge succeeded Mr. Spddon-some 
time in 1865-when Colonel Chandler having returned and demanded that 
some action should be takeuou the report or he would resign, it was brought to 
light and laid before Mr. Breckinridge, who would have acted upon it, as Cap- . 
tain Selph thinks, but for the rapid change of affairs in the confederacy, and the 
dissolution of their government soon after. 

And here let me diverge a moment and follow a portion of this remarkable 
report to the surgeon· general's office. We find indorsed upon "Exhibit 2<1" 
(manuscript, p. 695) the following: 

Surgeon White was ~uthOl;zed som~ time since to send his requisitions for supplies 
directly ·tothe medical purveyOl'. Not. having supplies is his own fault; he should have 
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anticipated the wants of the sick by timely 'requisitions. It is impossible to ordei medical 
officers in place of the contract physicians. They are not to be had at present. 

S. P. MOORE, Surgeon General, 

This is the flippant indorsement of the surgeon general, and thE) only evidence 
showing his notice of the condition of things at Andersonville, and this if< all 
that he seems to have done in the matter, while Dr. White was allowed to re
main in charge of the hospital, which, as described by the surgeons who were 
on duty with him, seems to have been little else than, a dead-house-this Dr. 
White, whose, recklessness, brutality, and crime are so clo~ely interwoven with 
that of General Winder, the prisoner at the bar and his associate staff officers, 
that it is hard to discriminate between the cruelty of the one and that of the 
others. ' 

It is strange, truly, that the surgeon general passed over the matter with so 
slight a notice of it, when we remember that, several weeks previously, it is 
shown that he had dIe whole matter before his office and took action upon it, 
which makes him no less culpable than the others we have mentioned. He had 
called into his counsels an eminent medical gentlemen, of high attainments in 
his profession, and of loyalty to the rebel government' unquestionable. Amid 
all the details in this terrible tragedy, there seems'to me none more heartless, 
wanton and utterly devoid.of humanity, than that reveale-d by the surgeon general, 
to which I am about to refer. I quote now from the report of the same Dr. 
Joseph J one.s, which, he says, (Record, p. 4384 ; manuscript, p. 1721,) was made, 
in the interest of the confederate government for the use of the medical depart
ment, in the view that no eye would ever see it but that of the surgeon general. 

After a brief imroduc,tion to his report, and to show under what authority it 
was made, he quotes a letter from the surgeon general dated" Surgeon Gen
eral's Office, Richmond, Virginia, August 6, L864." The letter is addressed to 
Surgeon 1. H. White, in charge of the hospital for federal prisoners, Anderson
ville, Georgia, and is as follows: 

SIR: The field of pathological investigation afforded by the large collect,ion of federal 
prisoners in Georgia is of great extent and importance, and it is believed that results of value 
to the profession may be obtained by careful examination of tbe effect of disease upon It 

body of men subjected to a decided change of 'climate and the cll'cumstances peculiar to 
prison life. The surgeon in charge of the hospital for federal prisoners, together with his 
assistants, will afford every facility to Surgeon Joseph Jones in the prosecution of the labors 
ordered by the surgeon general. The medic,al officers will assist in the performance of such 
post mortems as Dr; Jones may indicate, in order that this great field for pathological investi
gation may be explored for the benefit of the medical department of the confederate armies. 

" S. P. MOORE, SU1'geon General. 

Pursuant to his orders, Dr. Jones, as he tells us, proceeded to Andersonville, 
aDd on September 17 received the following pass: 

ANDERSONVILLE, Septembel' 17, 1864. 
CAPTAIN: You will permit Surgeon Joseph Jones, who hilS orders from the surgeon 

gen~ral, to visit the'sick within the stockade that are under my medical treatment. Surgeon 
Jones is ordered to make certain investigations wlticl, may prove useful to !tis pl'Ofession. 

By order of General Winder: ", 
Very respectfUlly, 

W. S. WINDER, A. A. G. 
Captain H. WIRZ, Commanding Prison. 

When' we remember that the surgeo~ general had been apprised of the wants 
of that prison, and that he'had overlooked the real necessities of the. prison, 
shifting the responsibility \Ipon Dr. White, whom he mnst have k,nown was 
totally incompetent, it is hard to conceive with what devilish malice, or criminal 
devotion to his profession, or reckless disr!'lgard of the high duties imposed upon 
him-I sCal'celif know which-he could sit down and deliberately pen such a 
letter of instructions as that given to Dr. Jones. 

Was it not enough to have crue.lly starved and murdered our soldiers 1 Was 
it not enough to have sought to wipe out their very memories by burying them 
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in nameless gl'aves 1 Was it not enough to have instituted a system of medical 
treatment the very embodiment of charlatauism ? Was not this enough, with
out adding to the many other diabolical motives which. must have governed the 
perpetrators of these acts, this scientific object, as deliberate and coldblooded 
as one can conceive? The surgeon general could quiet his conscience, when 
the matter was laid before him through Oolonel Ohandler, by indorsiug that it 
was impossible to send medical. officers to take the place of the contract physi
cians 011 duty at Andersonville. Yet' he could sel13ct, at the same time, a dis
tinguished gentleman of the medical profession and send him to Andersonville, 
directing the whole force of surgeons there to render him every assistance, 
leaving their mult.iplied duties for that p~rpose ! Why 1 Not to alleviate the 
sufferings of the prisoners; not to convey to them one ounce more of nutritious 
food; to make no suggestions for the improvemtlnt of their sanitary condition; 
for 110 purpose of the kind; but, as the letter of instructions itself shows, for no 
other purpose than" that this great field for pathological"investigatiori may be 
explored for the benefit of the mcdical depaTtment ot' the confederate armies." 
The Andersonville prison, S9 far as the s.urgeon general is concerned, was a 
mere dissecting room, a clinic institute to be made tributary to the medical 
departme'nt of the confederate armies. But let me return from this digression. 
One can hardly believe all these things of a govel~lImellt pretending to struggle 
for a place among civilized nations, yet horrible as it seems, the facts cannot be 
resisted. Do I injustice to the leaders of the rebellion 1 Have I drawn infer
ences that are unwarrantable 1 Is it indeed true that these men, high in author- , 
ity, are not responsible 1 I think not; motives are presumed from actions, arid 
actions speak louder than words. , What yras the action of Jeff Davis and 
his war minister upon these reports 1 The papers were pigeon-holed in the 
secretary's office" not evell being dignified by being placed upon the regular 
files in the propel" office, while General Winder, the chief accomplice, instead of 
being removed immediately, and broken of his commission, and tried for viola
tion of the laws of war-for cruelty, inhumanity, ahd murder, instead of being 
held up by that government as a warning to others, giving a color of justice to 
their cause, was pi'omoted, rewarded, and given a command of wider scope and 
greater power, but ,still in a position to carry out' the purposes of his govern
ment towards prisoners of war. History is full of examples similar in charac
ter, where a government, seeking to carry out its ends, has selected as tools men 
not unlike General Whlder, and history, faithful in the narration of the facts, is 
faithful also in fixing upon the government who employed such persons, and 
sustained and rewarded them, the responsibility for the acts of their agents. 
James II had his Jeffries; Philip II his Duke of Alva; Louis XIV his Duke 
de Louvais; tile Emperor of Austria his Haynau; and JdfeTson Davis his 
WindcT. 'I'he closest scrutiny of the immense, record of this trial will show 
that, up to the very close of that'prison, there were no steps taken by the rebel 
government, by General Winder, or by any of the officers of' his staff clothed 
with proper authority, to alleviate in any material particular the great sufferings 
of that place. You will remember the nniform testimony of the medical officers, 
as well as of the prisoners who 'remained there during the winter of 1864 and 
1865, that there was no perceptible change in the condition of the pl'ison, and 
an examination of the hospital register, and t.he death register, will show that 
the mortality was even greater during that 'period, in proportion to the number 
of prisoners confined, than it was during the months of its most crowded condi
tion. l!~rom the prison journal, kept by the prisoner himself, we find that in 
September, the mean number of prisoners being 17,000, the ~eaths were 2,700; 
in October, the mean strength being about 6,700, the number of deaths was 
1,560~nearly one out of every five; in November, the mean strength being 
2,300, the deaths were 485 ; while those who remained to the very close, till 
the prison was broken up, are described by General Wilson and others as having 
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been .1 mere skeletons," "shadows of men." Nor must it be forgotten that the 
marks of this cruelty wl;re so indelibly stamped upon its victims that thousands 
who survived are yet cripples, and will carry to their graves the evidence of the 
horrible treat(Ilent to which they were subjected. The surgeons of OUl' -army' 
who treated those shadows of men when they arrived within our lines at J ack
sonville aud Hilton Head tell you of hundreds who died before they could be 
resuscitated; of others permanently ,disabled; of others who, upon their partial 
recovery, were started on their way horriewal;d, being again treated at Annapolis. 
Dr. Vanderkieft, of our army, speaks of the condition of those prisoners whUe 
under his treatment at·that lJlace.He says: 

They were reduced. suffering fi'om chronic diarrhrea and scurvy; some of them in a dying 
'condition; s9me of them died a few days after they arrived; and those who did recover were 
obliged to remain Ii long time in hospital before they were able to return to their homes. 
(Record, p. 505; manuscript, p. 207.) , 

And with that certiJ.inty with which sciellce reasons from effect to cause often" 
times, after. describing the condition of the men as it has been brought out in 
this testimony, he concludes, "The symptoms and condition of the patients pre' 
sented cases of starvation." Nor must it be forgotten, in the summing up of the 
cumulative proofs of the Andersonville horrors, that numerous photographs of 
returned prisoners were introduced here, and identified by Doctors Vanderkieft, 
Balser and others, as representing cases no worse than hundreds and thousands 
they had seen. So impressive indeed, and so strong seemed this evidence of 
rebel cruelty, that the counsel for the prisoner sought, in his cross-examination, 
to show that they were fancy sketches. Are we told that these things are 
improbable, and cannot be believed, because it is said that Mr. Davis is a good 
man, not capable of such cruelty 1 Are we told that no direct order of his is 
shown, and therefore. notwithstanding all these facts and circumstances narrated, 
he must be acquitted of all blame? '1'he law governing cases of conspiracy does 
n·)t require us to show a direct order; circumstances; from which guilt may be 
inferred are sufficient. The rebel chief did not find it necessary to issue direct 
instructions, nor indeed could it reasonably be expected. He was too wary, too 
sagacious for that. Michelet relates an anecdote of Louis XV, not malapropos: 

The illustrious Quesney, physician to Louis XV, who lived in the house of tbe latter at 
Versailles, saw the king one day rush,in suddenly, and felt alarmed. Madame D. Haussett. 
the witty femme de cbambre, inq)lired of him why he seemed so uneasy. "Madame," 
returned he, "whenever I see tbe king, I say to myself, there is a man who can cut my heaCi 
off." "Oh!" said she, "he is too good." 

The lady's maid thus summed IIp in one word the guarantees of monarchy. 
The king was too good to cut the man's head off; "that was no .longer agreea
ble to custom; but he could with oue word send him to the Bastile, and there 
forget him. It remains to be seen whether it is better to perish with one blow, 
or suffer a lingering death for thirty or forty years." Mr. Davis was not capa
ble of being the instrument of death. He was too good to be keeper of a prison. 
and witllOld from starving men their scanty rations; but he could send them 
out of his Bight, away fro·m the prison in plain view of his own. residence, into 
the dense forests of Georgia, and there forget them. If Jefferson Davis be ever 
brought to trial for his many crimes-and may Heaven spare the temple of jus
tice if he be not-it will not do for him to upbraid and accuse his willing tools, 
'Vinder and Wirz, as King John did Hubert for the aeath of Prince Authur; 
they will turn upon him and say, "Here is your hand and seal for all I did." 
And in the winking of authority, did we understand a law. 

THE LAW OF NATIONS. 

Before advancing further in the argument, let us define brieRy the laws of 
war, which, it is alleged by the government in its indictment against this pris
oner and his co-conspirators, .. have been inhumanly and atrociously violated. 
One would suppose that an enlightened conscience need not consult the opinions 
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of writers upon law or ethics to determine the violation of rules governing civ
ilized warfare with sufficient certainty to condemn the treatment of prisoners at 
Andersonville; yet, as the averment is traversed by the prisoner, and it is insisted 
that no violation of the humane principles governing nations in war is shown, 
I must trespass upon the court a moment before proceeding. In the forum of 
nations there is a higher law, a law paramount to any rule of action prescribed 
by either of them, ane! ,which cannot be abrogated 01' nullified by either. What
ever the peculiar forms or rights of this or that gov.ernmeIit, its subjects acquire 
no control or power other than is sanct.ioned by the great tribunal of nations. 
We turn then to the code international, where the purest morals, the highest 
sense of justiee, the most exalted principles of ethics, are the c.orner-stones, that 
we may learn to be guided in our duties to this prisoner. 

Grotius derived the jus gentium from the practice' of nations, and living in 
an age when the greatest cruelties were practiced in the operations of warfare, 
his rules as laid down often seem to have been the itlSpiration of barbarity itself, 
rather than laws which should govern vations yet even he, in Books 3 and ·4; 
insists that all acts of violence which have no tend'ency to obtain· justice or 
terminate the war are at variance both with the d~tyof the Ohristian and with 
humanity itself. 

Manning, an author,of great force and clearness, says, (p: 164 :) 
At the present day a mild and humane treatment exists with regard to prisoners of wai', 

which is perhaps in some degree attributable to the deference paid to the writings of Vattel 
who appeared to have been the first author who established the true priuciple upon which 
prisoners should be treated. He says that, "as soon as your enemy has laid down hi~ arms 
and surrendered his person, you have no longer any right over his life unless he should 
give you sueh right by some new attempt, or had before commUted against you a crime 
deserving death." "Prisoners of war, "he says; "may' be secured but, cannot be made 
slaves unless for personal gllilt which deserves death, nor be slain unless we be perfectly 
assured that our safety demands such a sacrifi.ce. " . 

After having discussed at ~ome length this subject, he sums' up the whole 
question thus, (p. 165:) 

It may be remarked in conclusion that the same principles which have been appealed to 
in the preceding chapter afford also a clue to the right treatment of prisoners of war. The 
usages of former ages proceeded upon the supposition that. any violence was 'allowed in war
fare and that the rights of the victor upon the vanquished were unlimited, and' that haviug 
the right to deprive his antagonist of life, the captor had a right to impose any treatment 
more lenient than death upon his prisoner. But we have seen that so far from the rights of 
the belligerent being unlimited. the law of nature strictly limits them to such violence as is 
necessary, that thus, when an antagonist no longer resists, there can no longer be any right 
to use violence towards him; and that whenever the pnrposes of warfare are not frustrated 
by the granting of quarter, the belligerent cannot refuse to give quarter without a direct 
violation of the law of nature, which warrapts no further hardships towards prisoners than 
is required by the pUl'pose~ of safe custody and security. 

Another author remarks: 
Prisouers of warare indeed sometimes killed, but this is no otherwise justifiahle than it is 

made necessary either by themselves, if they make use of force against those who have taken 
them, or by others who make use of force in their behalf and render it impossible to keep 
them; and as we may collect from the reason of the thing, so it likewise appears from com
mon opinion, that nothing but the strongest necessity will justify sueh"an act, for the civ
ilized and thinking part of mankind will hardly be pursuaded not to condemnit till they see 
the absolute necessity of i.t. (Rutherforth's Institutes, page 525.) 

Kent, in speaking of the barbarous usages of war, checked and done away 
'with by the progress of civilization, says: "Public opinion, as it becomes 
enlightened and refined, condemns all cruelty and, all wanton d!lstruction of 
life and property as equally useless and injurious, and it controls the violence 
of war by the energy and severity of its reproaches." "Grotious" he says, 
" even in 'opposition to many of his own authorities and under a due sense of 
the obligations of religion and humanity, placed bounds to the ravages of war, 
and mentioned that many things were not fit and commendable, though they 
might be strictly- lawful; and that the law of nature forbade what the law of 
nations (meaning thereby the practices of nations) tolei'ated." "Montesquieu" 
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he says, "insisted that the laws of w!lr give no other power over a captive than 
to keep him safely, and that all unnecessary rigor is condemned by tbe reason 
and conscience of mankind." "Vattel," he says, "has entered largely into the 
subject, and he argues with great strength and reason and eloquence against all 
unnecessary cruel t,y, all base revenge, and all mean and perfidious warfare; and he 
recommends his benevolent doctrine by the precepts of exalted ethics and soun,d 
policy, and by illustrations drawn from some of the most pathetic and illustrious 
examples." 

To the same effect writes Wheaton(p. 586,aud Halleck, p. -.) 
So strongly did the principles here laid down impress themselves upon our 

government, that dluing General Jackson's administration Ur. Livingston, then 
Secretary of State, instructed ]',{r. Buchanan,' our minister in Russia, to 
insert, in the treaty proposed.to be nel!,'otiated, stipulations" in order to restrain 
citizens or subjects of the one or the other of the high contracting parties 
respectively from infringing any of the known rules of modern warfare;" and 
among other things mentions: 

For injuries offered to the bearers of flags of truce, for the massacre of prisoners'who have 
surrendered, for the mntilation of the dead; 'for other breaches either of this treaty or of the 
laws of nations; for preserving peace or lessening the evils of war. 

The object of this, Mr. Livingston said, was
,To express a national reprobation of the doctrine which considers a state of war as one 

of declared hostilities between every individual of the belligerent nations respectively. 
* * * *. * * * * * 

To mas,sacre an unresisting and unarmed enemy, to poison his provisions and water, to 
assassinate a prisoner, and other similar acts, are universally acknowledged to be breaches 
of international law, and to justify retaliation and an increase of the horrors of war. (Ex. 
Doc. No, 111, Istsess. 33d (Jongress, H. R.) 

It wonld seem that these teachings, so long recognized, so long practiced by 
civilized nations, ought to have found some advocate even among the couRcils 
of treason. Whatever the form of government may have been to which the 
leaders of the confederacy, so-called, aspired; whatever of wrong and injustice 
they sought to embody in their system; with whatever, of oppression and 
tyranny they sought to grind down their subjects, the moment they asked (t 

place among nations they were bound-to recognize and obey those laws inter
national which are and of necessity must be applicable alike to all. With w4at 
detflf\tation, then, must civilized nations regard that government whose conduct 
has been such as characterized this' pretended ·confederacy. An ordinary com-
prehension of natural right, the faintest desire to act on prin~iples of common 
justice, would have dictated some humane action, would have extorted from 
some official a recognition of international·rules of conduct. It was not retal
iation, for they had the example of our government, in sending to their homes 
on parole whole armies that had been captured; it was not punishment, for these 
unfortunate prisoners bad beeu taken in honorable battle; it was not ignorance 
of the law, for they had constantly with them aU those great lights just quoted, 
and if these failed to convince, they could have found recorded back of these, 
"If thine enemy hunger, feed him," and still further back they might have 
fou'nd an example worthy of imitation, which I cannot refrain from here giving. 
A large number of Syrians hadbeen by a cunning piece of strategy taken captive, 
and, became prisoners of war, whereupon the following dialogue occurred: 

And the King oflsrrol said unto Elisha. when he saw them, my father shall I smite them 1 
Shall I smite them 1 And he answered, thou shalt not smite them; wouldst thou smite those 
whom thou hast taken captive with thy sword and with thy bow 1 Set bread and water 
J:!efore them, that they may.eat and drink and go to their master. And he prepared great 
provision for them j and when they had eaten and drunk he sent them away and they went 
to their master. 2 Kings, chap. vii. 

No, gentlemen, it was not retaliation, punishment, nor ignorance of the law; 
it was the intrinsic wickedness ofa few desperate leaders, seconded by mercenary 
and heartless monsters, of whom the prisoner before yon is a fair type. 
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CRUELTIES PRACTICED TOWARDS PRISONERS. 

Thus far we have not pretended to enter with any particularity into the ques
tions of the cruel treatment of prisoners. There may be t.wo objects, or two
 
reasons for, at this time, dwelling 'more in detail upon the conduct of the pris

oner. '1'he:;e are, first to connect him more certainly with the conspiracy, and
 
second, to enable us more understandingly to examine the second charge. Here,
 
as at other p,ointsin the argument, I desire only to present the evidence, avoid

, iug all embeIIi3hment and all augmentation, for this case must be decided upon
 
the facts proven, and not the coloring ofcounsel. 

I cannot nope to recapitulate all the facts bearing upon this point, as it wiII 
be remembered that each day's record bears witness to an accumulation of hor
rible details which there can be no necessity for now repeating, and to give all 
of which would require almost the entire proceedings to be duplicated. W e m~y, 
however, perhaps to some purpose, present briefly the proofs of each phase of 
':lruelty alleged. 

STOPPI:VU OF RATIONS. 

It will be remembered that upon the first day of the arrival of the prisoner at 
AndersonviIIeand of his taking charge of the prison, the rations of the whole 
camp were stopped for no ot4e1' reason than to facilitate him completing the rolls 
and roster of the prisoners. The testimony on this point is so wide-spread, and 
comes from so many sources-from witnesses on the defence as well as from 
witnesses on the part of.thegovernment:-"-that the fact, cannot be denied. 
Nothing but the strongest J;lecessity, after ;ill other means had been exhausted, 
could justify a 'measure of this character, for no other purpose than that alleged 
in defence, merely to secure a correct account of the prisoners. An intelligent 
and humane mind can conceive of very many methods that would suggest them
selves before a resort to such an extreme measure as this. There was an impas
sable stream, made so by the swamps bounding it, running through nearly the 
centre of the stockade. At that time there was only about 8000 prisoners in 
the stockade If it was merely the o.esire of the prisoner to correct his rolls, and 
not to inflict' a cruel punishment upon the prisoners, many of whom were then 
rednced to mere skeletons by the deprivations 'and exposure to which they had 
been subjected at Belle island ,and in other prisons, what was there to prevent 
him from placing them all on one side of that stream and transporting them, 
counting them as they crossed the bridge to the other side? This is one of many 
simple means that could have been resorted to without depriving the prisoners 
of any part of'their scanty rations. But as we advance in the testimony and 
follow this prisoner through the lDany succeeiling months of torture inflicted by 
him, we caHnot resist the conclusion that this was intended only as 'the begin
ning of greater sufferings and greater punishments. ,We find also, from the con
current testimony of all the witnesses, both for the prosecution and the defence, 
that a rule was daily established and adherd to throughout, stopping the rations 
of a whole squad of 90, or a division of three nineties, whenever, i.lpon the roll· 
call, it was discovered that ,anyone man of that squad or division' was absent 
and could not he accounted for, This occurred times too numerous to mention 
as we learn fi:om the testimony of many witnesses. The same witnesses have 
also informed us that it was absolutely impossible, owing to the peculiar circum
stances which were themselves the result of their treatment and the result of 
the common design to destroy, to prevent an unbroken number at 1'011 call or 
give satisfactory excuse for the absence of particular prisoners. 

We know that diarrhrea and dysentery prevailed to an alarming extent; that 
prisoners were compelled to go to the s~ream for the purpose of defecation;, that 
often they would fall by phe way or be compelled to remain at the sinks, or, 
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owing to their sickness and de'bility and the crowded state of the prison, woulli 
be totally unable to return to their quarters. This the sergeants could not and 
did not al ways knl)w, or if they did, and gave it as an excuse, it was not received 
as satisfactory. The order of the prisoner in such cases was to stop the rations of 
the whole 90 as a punishment, thus imposing undeserved suffering, I wiII not 
say upon the innocent, because all were innocent, but upon the unoffellding as 
well as upon those who were classed as offender~, but who were not such, 
because they were governed by an overpowering necessity. All the cases were 
most cruel and inhuman violations of the laws of war, so well defined, and in vio
latiou also of every principle of justice and humanity. , You willl'emember that 
the rations of the whole stockade were stopped July 3d and 4th, for the alleged 
reason that information had been given of numerous prisoners intending about 
that time to " tunnel out of that horrible ,pen," the order being that no rations 
should be il:>sued to the camp till thp, " culprits," as they were called, could be 
found and given up. Many of the witnesses told you they had been promised 
double rations on Independence Day, and they were expecting to celebrate the 
occasion. '1'he 3d of July came and no rations; the 4th came and no rations; and 
infltead of jollific:lt.ion and feasting, starvation and suffering were theirs; instead 
of a universal jubilee they were all compelled to t,.urn spy and inform on their own 
comrades, who were doing no more than their duty required of them to their, 
gove"nment, or submit to further torture of their prison' keeper. "Vho can 
know the conseque.nces of such rigorous treatment 1 Who shall say that scores 
of these men, thus shut off from even their inadequate supplies, did not owe 
their deaths dire~t1y ~o the hands of, this prisoner 1 

THE DEAD-LINE. 

While treatiug of the rigC]rs of prison life' at Andersonville, let us here notice 
for a moment the establishment of the dead-line. 'Without stopping to dwell 
upon the fact that the strip twenty feet wide extending around the entire eI;lclo
sure, needlessly taken from the area allotted to the prisoners, was of itself a cause 
of great suffering, as it necessarily deprived the prisQners of that much room, 
let us notice to what exteut it was resorted to as a means of death to our sol
diers. 

The order was absolute and imperative, and came directly from the prisoner 
at the bar to his subalterus and the guards on duty at the stockade, that· any 
prisoner of war crossing the dead-liue should be shot. 

I do not pretend to !llaim that the mere establishment of snch a line, 01' the 
orders given with regard to it, of them:lelves constituted crime, 01' ofthem:lelves 
show any criminal iuteut, for we kno\v as soldiers that lines are drawn around 
encampments beyond which solJiers are not allowed to pass; that there are 
picket Jines to armies which cannot be penetrated except in viulation of order:> ; 
that where, as in thi6 ca6e, a prison is overcrowded, some such mrasure may be 
necessary ffll' thc safety of the prisoners; but wlJat we complain of, and what 
we insist was a barbarous viola,tion of every principle govel'lling in like cases, 
was the utter recklessness with which these orders were enforced-the shooting 
of prisoners who were not in any way attempting to escape, but who, by acci
dent in that crowd~d place, might happen to be pushed upon that line, or who 
might reach uniler It for a piece of bread, or to r~gain any little articles of their 
own which theyhad accidentlly dropped, 01' who were attempt[llD' at the stream 
to reach under this line to obtain a cup of water, whell all outsideO of it was reek- ' 
ing with impurity-that in cases of this kind, with the full knowledge and appro~ 
val of the pl'i.:loner, and not ouly that, but by his direct orders, these hapless sol
diers were fired upon., , 

It will be remembered that during the whole course of this trial no instance 
has been shown where a soldier confined in the Andersonville stockade was shot 
at the" dead-line" while making any attempt to' escape; while the cases are 
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numerous-some of which will be hereafter noticed under charge second
wher~ prisoners wholly unoffending were shot. 

The law governing in cases of this kind is as well defined as the law upon 
allY other point; and it will be seen upon an examinatioll that nothing would 
justify a soldier ou dut,y in shooting a prisoner under his charge, unless the pris
oner was attempting to escape, or the guard had reasonable cause to believe that 
that was his purpose, . 

Every act of shooting which l;esulted in death, under the orders given in this 
instance, was murder on the part of the officer giving the order, and of the sol
dier executing it. 

A case in point is given in Scott's Dictionary, (page 267:) 
Ensign Maxwell was tried in 1807, before the High Court of Justiciary of Scotland, for tb:~ 

murder of Charles Cottier, a French prisoner of war, at Greenlow, by improperly ordering 
John Low,a sentinel,' to fire ie'to a room where Cottier and other' prisoners were confined,; 
and so cansing him to be mortally wounded. Maxwell was in charge of 300 prisoners of 
war j the building in which the}' were con lined was of no great strength and aft'orded some 
possihility of es"ape; to prevent which. the prisoners being turbulenL, au order was given 
that all lights were to be put out at'9 o'clock; if not doue at the second call, the g'uard would 
fire upon the prisoners, due notice having been given them. On the night. in question there 
was a tumnlt in prison. Maxwell's attention bdng drawn to it, he obselTed a light burning 
beyond ttle appointed hour and twice ordered it to be put out; this order not being' obeyed, he 
direeted tlIe sentry to fire, which he did, Cottier receiving a morlal wonnd. Maxwell was 
found guilty, with rewmrnendation to mercy, and was sentenced t'J nine month's imprison
ment. 

It is laid down, * * a book of authority, that if a ship's sentinel 
shoot a man because he persists in approaching the side of the vessel when he 
has been ordere:l not to do so, it will be murder unless such an act be for the 
ship's safety. (Ibid,268.) 

'l'he ease of Rex VS. Thomas sustains this opinion. 
The ease of Maxwell is si!nilar in many respeets tG instances of shooting on 

the dead-line given in evidence, and bears directly upon the guilt of the prisoner 
at the bar ; the case of Rex versus Thomas bears directly upon the soldier 
in the reckless carrying out of the orders given with regard to the dead-line. 

I would fail in my duty if I were not to notice, in this connection, a feature 
of this" dead-line" which has been indignantly denied by the counsel for the 
prisoner, but which is too strongly proved for us to resist belief; an'a that is the 
ind:.lCement beld Ollt to the guards by the promise of a furlough to everyone 
who should shoot a Union prisoner at the" dead-li\le." , 

'I'he evidence of this is both direct and circumstantial. Some of the wit
~e~ses heard the prisoner at the bar speak of it as a fact; I shall not repeat the 
language he used on those occasions, as it was profane and vulgar; otherFl give 
the declarations of the guards at the time o( shooting prisoners, which wa,s 
properly admitted by the court as a part of the l°es. gestaJ;; still others speak of 
its being the custom almost universally to relieve a guard soon after his having 
shot a prisoner; one of them, it will be remembered, speaks of the guard calling 
for the corporal immediately upon shooting a prisoner, and states that the corporal 
came, went away again, and in a few moments returned with a sentinel who 
relieved the one then on the post. ' 

'I'he rebel soldiers who were here as witnf1sses testify that although they never 
knew of a case where a furlough was granted for that cause, yet it was talked of 
among the troops at the post. An examination of th'e record :will show that at 

. least torty witnesses have tes~Hi.ed to these facts, the name of whom it is hardly 
necessary to mention. When we remember the horrors of that place and the 
m<tny modes of cruelty resorten to, the systematic starvation of prisoners, the 
recklessness of life and the absence of all humanity in the conduct of the prison, 
it is not difficult to believe even this to be true. 

It is said for the defence by officers who were on duty at Andersonville 
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that they never knew or heard of a case where a soldier received a furlough for 
this cause.. 

This may be true, and the fact remain as claimed. The officers who testified 
were not the officers in all cases who granted furloughs; some of them were 
required to approve, but none of them had this matter of furloughs in their hands. 
They did not pretend to deny that such furloughs might have been granted 
without their knowledge; they did not pretend to deny that in cases of this kind 
the reasons for granting the furloughs wonld not be given upon paper; they did 
not pretend to deny that soldiers procured furloughs through the influence of 
the prisoner; indeed they said that under the organization of that prison. even 
officers of the rank otcolonel,on duty with the troops, received their leaves of 
absence through the prisoner, who was hhnself bU.t a captain. 

This negative evidence-the only evidence presented by the defence-cannot 
explain away circumstances so plainly pointing to guilt. 

May not the reward thus given explain to this court the fact that in no 
instance was a prisoner of war s~ot in the act of escaping or under eircnmstances 
justifyiJ'lg the sentinel in supposing that to be the intention of the prisoner shot; 
and may it not explain the criminal recklessness in this particular shown through
out the whole trial? 

THE STOCKS. 

There was another mode of punishment instituted.at that prison and carried 
on under the direction of this prisoner which we must notice; and that is the 
stocks. ' 

These implements of ~orture were of two kinds: in the one the prisoner was 
lashed to a wooden frame-work, his arms extended at right angles from his body, 
and, hi~ feet closelyf:lstened; and in this condition, unable to move either hand 
or foot, he was compelled to stand .erect, or, as was sometimes the case, to lie 
upon the ground with his face turned upwards, exposed to the heat of the sun 
and to the rain; in the other the prisoner's feet were fastened in a wooden frame, 
and so muc!). elevated above the centre of gravity that it was difficult for him to 
sit, and he was therefore compelled to lie on his back with his face exposed to 
the sun. . ' 

'.rhis was a favorite mode of punishment with the prisoner. Witnesses have 
given very many harrowing and frightful pictures of its tortures. Martin E. 
Hogan tells us (p. 820; manuscript, p. 215:) 

I escaped from'the prison about the 8th of October, and was captured about two days 
afterwards and brought back. After some of the most profane abuse from Captain ·Wirz that 
I ever heard from the'lips of man I was ordered to the stocks. ,I was fastened at the neck 
and ankles and left for 68 hours without food, except such as was stolen to me by my 
paroled comrades., " 

1. R. Achuif, a prisoner who had escaped by bribing a guard, and who was 
afterwards caught by dogs and returned to Andersonville, says, (p. 1885; manu
script, p. 466.) 

I was taken to Captain Wirz. 'He ordered me into the stocks. I w~s put into the stocks 
with my hands fast.ened by a board and my arms stretched out. I was kept in the hot 
broiling sun for.36 h,?urs. I had not~ing to eat, and but. two drinks of water. When I ~p. 
pealed to Caplam Wuz ahout it, he told me to dry up or he would blow my damned brams 
out, that I deserved to be hung. After I was taken out of the stocks I was ironed; I had 
shackles fastened around each leg, an iron ring and a bar of iron between my legs. 

Thomas [Josepll] Adler (p. 1210 ; manuscript, p. 531,) says: 
, I know of one mall who was lying senseless in the stocks for three hours before tbey would 
take him out. The order was to leave him in till Captain Wirz ordN"ed him taken out. 
The captain 'was nowhere to be found, and the guard did not dare to take him out, and he 
lay five or six hours in the stoC~(S until Captain Wirz came and thoy took him out. He, 
was iIi there for trying to make hIS escape. 
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Thomas N. Way, having attempted to escape, was captured by dogs and 
brought back, and was taken to headquarters. He says, (p. 1225; manuscript, 
p.550:) . 

Captain Wirz said, "I am going to take care of you this time; I put you in the stocks' for 
four days." 

He Was so confined, and upon the same page, in answer to the question, " Ex
plain what was the effect of the stocks upon you 1" he says: 

It was very severe. I was laid on my back with my feet and arms in the stocks so that 
I could only move my head. My face was right upwards to the sun. I was four hours in 
and one' hour orit during the·24 hours. 

:William M. Peebles, a rebel employe at Andersonville, says: 
I was passing around one day during a hard storm, and I saw a prisoner in the stocks; 

He seemed to be near drowned. I rode up and put an umbrella over him. I passed up to 
Captain \Virz's headquarters, and told him the prisoner was there and might dl·own. He 
remarked, "Let him drown," using an oath. His words, as wei! as I can remember, were, 
"Let the damned Yankee drown; I do not care." In a few minutes afterwards some one from 
his headquarters went down and released the prisoner. 

This is the testimony of a few, which' is confirmed by the stories of many 
others. This mode of punishment was resorted to on the most trivial occasions; 
and for the most trivial offences, .usually, however, in cases where prisoners had 
attempted to escape, or had made their escape and been recaptured. 

Is there any defence for ,this barbarous method of punishment 1 Was not 
the punishment wholly out of proportion to the violation of prison rules 1 Can 
it be defended upon any known laws of war 1 When Colonel Chandler, a rebel 
officer, was put upon the stand, (p; 1610; manuscript, p. 742,) he was asked 
this question: 

In your report you speak of paragraph 4 of the rules submitted by Captain Wirz which 
you did not approve. Can you tell us what that paragraph was 1 

His reply was: 
I cannot speak positively as to that; my impression now is, that it had reference to pun

ishing men who attempted to escape. I remember having a conversation with General 
Winder on this subject. and calling his attention to the fact that it was the duty of a soldier 
to his country to escapil if he could, and that it was his (Winder's) duty to keep him; to pre
vent his escape, but not to punish him fot doing his duty; and he concurred in that. 

Colonel Chandler stated what all writers lay down as ,the law upon this sub
ject. (See Woolsey's International Law, sec. 128; Heftim, 129; Polson's PriD.. of 
Law of Nations, 42.) The prisoners, then, in attempting to escape, were not 
committing an offel\ce, but were in the exercise of a duty they owed, not only 
to their pwn self-preservation, but to the government they served; and the 
infliction of infamous, disgraceful, and cruel punishment for the exercise of this' 
right, was as illegal as it was barbarous.' It wO,uld have been lawful to shoot 
down a prisoner of war in the act of escape, or in the act of trying by force or 
stealth to pass the guard; but having escaped and being recaptured, and in the 
power of his captors, that moment it was the captors' duty to protect and save 
him from violence, rather than inflict upon him such tortures as we have described. 

'I'HE CHAIN-GANG. 

Another mode of punishment, not less cruel and infamous' than the stocks, 
was the chain-gang, and the use of balls and chain. 

Jaspar Culver describes this relic of barbarism. He says: 
I saw 12 men in the chain-gang, .chained together, under guard. They came down to the 

bakery to wash. I gave them Borne water in pails to wash, and also carried their rations to 
them from the bakery. I saw them almost every day for over a month or six weeks; they 
were together. 

I may remark here, that the wlt.nesses concur in the statement that the chain
gang was a permanent thing, ,but that the men composing it were ~hanged frpm 

. H. Ex. Doc. 23--t!9 
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time to time, some being taken out and others substituted. The witness con
tinues: 

They were chained in two files, with a 3ipound ban chained to each outside leg of the 
file on the right side, and on the left ll\g of the left fil~; then they were chained to what 
seemed to be two 100-pound balls-at least they called them 100-pounders. There were 
three men in each file, with chains attached to each one of these 100-pound balls. They had 
also a band of iron riveted around each man's neck, and a chain attached from one man to 
another. If one ma'll moved, tlie whole twelve had to move. 

The prisoners were thus confined, for offences similar to those before men
tioned, often, as we learn, when sick, and at all times with a total disregard of 
any precautions against exposure, or any provision for their subsi~tence. 

The mind needs no aid to discover at once the severity of such punishment, 
nor does the consc·ience need to be quickened by being reminded of the law in 
order to condemn this shockingly brutal practice. 

O'l'HER PUNISHMENTS. 

Another means of punishment. not greatly differing from this, was the use of 
the ball and chain, 1Vhich was a sort of adjunct to the chain-gang, and a part of it, 
and need not be dwelt upon. . 

There were still other modes of punishment and tortures which must not be 
overlooked; these were bucking acnd gagging, tying up by the thumbs, floggiug 
on the bare back, and chaining to posts and trees. 

The first of these is inflicted by fastening a stick in the mouth so as to keep 
the mouth constantly open; the hands are then tied together and placed over 
the knees, and a 'stick is passed over the arms and under the· legs, bending the 
victim almost double. 

Thomas N. Way, after describing this punishment, (p. 1262; manuscript, 
p. 551,)	 says: . 

The result is that you cannot speak. It is pretty severe punishment. I have seen a 
hundred men or more punished in that way. 

From the same witness we learn something of the cruelty of tying up by the 
thumbs. In reply to the question-
f State what you know of your own knowledge with regard to personal acts of cruelty r,om 
mitted by him (the prisoner) at Andersonville? (p. 1254; manuscript, p. 549)

He says: 
I know what he did to myself. I was in the stocks eight or ten days. I was bucked and 

gagged a day and a half. I was tied up by the thumbs for. fifteen minutes because I was 
sick, and unable to fall in to roll-call. 

Q. Was all this by order of Captain Wirz? 
A. Yes, sir; I heard him give the orders. 
Q. Describe the punishment of being tied up by the thumbs. 
A. I was taken and held up with my arms elevated; a guard took me on each side; I 

could not stand myself; they tied my thumbs by strings, and then let me hang with my feet 
some distance from the ground, the whole weight of my body on my thumbs. I could not 
use my hands for two months afterwards. 

Several instances of flogging have been testified to. Captain Honeycutt, a 
rebel soldier on duty at Andersonville, says: . 

I saw one of them (the prisoners of war) whipped; I did not count the strokes, but to the 
best of my knowledge, it was about twenty-five or thirty ; he was a white man; I saw a 
man come from Captain Wirz's quarters, who took him out and whipped him. 

He was a prisoner who had attempted to escape by blackening his face, and 
·passing uut of the stocka~e among it squad of negro laborers. '!'his person, 
Vicentia Bardo, ·was subsequently put upon the stand as a witness for t~e 
defence. The object of the counsel for the prisoner in calling him was, it IS 

supposed, for the purpose of discrediting a government witness, who said he 
thought the prisoner himself applied the lash, or gave the order. Bardo, how
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ever, says that after his captllre he was sent down to the front of the" Dute.h 
Oaptain's" quarters. He then states: 

A lieutenant, I don't know his name, asked me what I was doing around there ~ ~ ~ 
Then he took hold of me, and took me and put me in the stocks; the stocks came around my 
neck, and my hands were stretched out; .he gave me 25 lashes on my back. When I W1\S· 

taken out of the stocks I was put in the stockade for four hours; then put in the stocks 
. again for four hO)1rs, and then I was put in the stockade again. 

It is immaterial who inflicted the lashes, th(J. fact not being doubted that it 
was done by the prisoner's orders, as we learn from other witnesses. It will be 
remembered that two other prisoners, colored soldiers, were given by orders of 
the prisoner 250 lashes each on the bare back. One of these meu was pnnished 
because he refused to work in the intrenchments, owing to sickness, resultLng 
from a wound he had received in battle, and the other for the alleged offeuce of 
forging a pass. Whipping as a punishment was long siuce abolished iu the 
navy by act of Oongress, and prohibited in the army by general orders. That 
it should have been revived at Andersonville is not strange when we reflect 
upon the many and more severe modes of punishment adopted. 

The last in the catalogue of punishments which we shall notice here is described 
by the witness De La Baume, (Re'cord, p. 1933; IDllnuscript, p. 859,) and the 
incident occurred in the month of December, 186-4. Speaking of one of his fel
low-prisoners, he says: 

. I saw him tied with an iron collar around his neck to a post. As I was passing I heard this 
man say somethirig to Captain Wirz, whereupon Captain Wirz said, "One word more arid 
I will blow your damned brains to hell," holding a pistol towards his head. 

'1'he witness then presented to the court a pencil sketch of the scene, repre
senting the guard with drawn sabre and the prisoner with his pistol in his hand. 
The evidence presents may phases of these different modes of punishments, which 
I will not torture myself or you by here presenting.' It was a system, not only 
illegal a~d in violation of all the laws of war, hut cruel, inhumau, and damning, 
to its perpetraturs~ In no instance given in this record was there a provocation 
for a single act of this kind. It will not do to say that some of these modes of 
punishment are resorted to in armies; it will not do to say that they are 
legalized by State laws of the south, in the case of crimjnals; it will not do to 
say that the discipline of that prison required rigors of this kind. The relations 
sustained by prisoners of war to their captors present a case quite different from 
either of those mentioned. In the barbarous ages, we learn from Vattel and 
Grotins that prisoners of war became the property of the captors' and could be 
sold or put to death at his will, bttt the progress of civilization modified this 
manifestly nnjust rule, substituting those already referred to. ]'rom these it 
will be seen that the relation is a fiduciary one, imposing an obligation upon the 
captor wholly at variance with such cruelties as have just been recounted. A 
prisoner of war does not become a criminal until he commits a crime, and 
the captor has no right to inflict upon him the punishment.of criminals until he 
shall have committed a crime, and not then until after trial and conviction before 
a proper tribunal. 

USE OF HOUNUS. 

In this connection, as further illustrating the barbarous treatment of our sol
diers and the cruelty of. the prisoner at the bar, as well as systematic violation· 
of the laws of war at Andersonville, it seems proper to notice the method adopted 
for recapturing prisoners. . . 

The court will remember that the counsel for the prisoner laid great stress on 
the fact that a law existed in the State of Georgia authorizing the use of dogs 
for the capture of fugitive slaves, and attempt was maile to prove by Judge Hall, 
the witness who testified to thi" fact, that a justice of the supreme court of that 
State had made a deciRion sustaining the law. The court vei'y properly excluded 



772 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

the eviilence, but I will give the prisoner the benefit of the decision. It was 
made by Justice Lumpkin, and is another evidence of the extent to which a 
naturally strong mind may be warped and turned from a strict view of justice 
when compelled to square it with a system of slavery. The case referred to is 
":Moran V8. Davis," (18 vol. Ga. Reports.) The facts were substantially these: 
A negro ran away, was pursued by dogs, and in. trying to escape from them 
plunged into a creek and was drowned. The slave had been hired to the man who 
purflued him, and the owner brought suit for the value of the negro. The court 
below held" that the hirer or overseer had no right to chase the slaves with 
such dogs as may lacerate or materially injure the slave; should he do so he 
will be responsible to the owner for all damage that may ensue to the slave." 
Exceptions were taken to the rulings of the court, and on appeal J nstice Lump
kin reversed the decision, remarking', "The South has already lost 60,000 slaves, 
worth between 25 and 30 millions of dollars. Instead, therefore, of relaxing the 
means allowed by law for the security and enjoyment of this species of property, 
the facilities afforded for its escape, and the temptation and encouragement held 
out to induce it, constrain us willingly or otherwise to redouble onr vigilance and 
to tighten the cords that bind the negro to his condition of servitude, a condi
tion," he adds with a flourish of rhetoric and a shameful «istortion of scripture, 
"which is to last, if the apocalypse be inspired, to the end of time." 

Unfortunately for the argument of counsel, prisoners of war are not property. 
neither are they slaves, and with all his adroitness he can hardly torture this 
case to his purpose, especially in view of the fact that the decision was given 
in support of a relic of the dark ages now happily passed away. 

When two nations are at war, neither has a right to prescribe a code of laws 
for the other; a moment's reflection will show the injustice of such a thing; 
but both are governed by a higher law than that prescribed by either-that is, the 
law go\ernirig civilized nations; and it seems to me that no refinement of reason
ing is necessary to show that Judge Lumpkin's decision, given in the interest 
of barbarism, is plainly in violation of the rules of enlightened civilization. Dogs 
were kept at Andersonville from the organization to the close of the prison, and 
of this the rebel government had notice from several sources. Dr. Eldridge 
reported it, as we learn from Exhibit No. 15, A; (manuscript, p. 654.) The pris
oner also reported it, as we learn fiom Exhibit No. 13. Mr. Benjamin Harris 
and a man named W. W. Turner were employed and paid for this despicable 

_business. The first named, a citizen, was a professional negro catcher who 
kept a pack of hounds for that purpose; the other was a detailed soldier, detailed 
by order of General Winder, and paid as an extra duty man. (See testimony 
of Colonel Fannin, Captain Wright, and Ambrose Spencer.) 'l'hese hounds 
were fed with provisions taken from the cook-house and furnished the prisoners 
of war, taken, too, fi'om the scanty supply issued by the c(Jmmissary for those 
prisoners. (See testimony of Jasper Culver.) 'l'hey were mustered into the 
military service of tIle rebel government the same as cavalry horses. (See testi
mony of Colonel Gibbs, commandant of the post at Andersonville.) 'l'hey.were 
of two kinds, "tracking hounds" and "catch dogs," and ifimything were want
ing to show the deliberate purp<;lse to injure prisoners by resorting to this means 
of capture it would .be found in the presence in these packs of hounds of " catch 
dogs," which are described by many as fierce and bloodthirsty. If there had 
been no desire to injure, why were they used at all 1 They have none of those 
qualities peculiar to the tracking; they run only by sigh t, and, as has been testi
fied to, always remained with thH pursuer until approaching a prisoner. The 
tracking hounds would have been sufficient to discover the prisoners, and as 
they are usually harmless, would have served the purpose of the pursuer and at 
the same time inflicted no injury upon the pursued. 'l'he evidence, however, 
convinces one that this was only another means of putting prisoners of war .out 
of the way. The prisoner at the Lar (requently accompanied Harris and Turner 
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in their chases after prisoners, ,and, as we shall see hereafter, gloated ove~ the 
pain inflicted by those bloodthirsty beasts. Canno~ we safely stop here and 
ask that the prisoner at the bar be recorded as one of the conspirators? I know 
that it is urged that during all this time he was acting under General Winder's 
orders, and for the purpose of argument I will concede that he was so acting. 
A superior officer cannot order a subordinate to do an illegal act, and if a sub
ordinate obey such an order and disastrous consequences result, both the superior 
and the subordinate must answer for it. General Winder could no more com
mand the prisoner to violate the laws of war than could the prisoner do 
so without orders. The conclusion is plain, that where such orders exist both 
are guilty, and a fortiori where the prisoner at the bar acted upon his own 
motion he was quilty. You cannot conclude that this prisoner was not one of 
the conspirators because he'iF! Rot shown to have been present and to have acted 
in concert with all the conspIrators. If!' he was one of the conspil.'acy to do an 
illegal thing, it matters not whether he kneW' all his co-conspirators or partici
pated in all that they did. It is not necessary to prove any direct concert or 
even meeting' of the conspirators. A concert may be proved by evidence of a 
concurrence of the acts of the prisoner with those of others, convicted together 
by a correspondence in point of time and in their manifest adaptation to effect 
the same object. (Starkie'.s Evidence, pp. 323-4.) 'These rules of law place 
beyond doubt the guilt of the prisoner, for in every respect there is plainly dis
coverable I, a correspondence of 1ime and a manifest adaptation to effect the same 
object," in all that he did; and these principles apply not only to the prisoner, 
but to all others on duty at Andersonville, whose acts concurred with those of 
others of the conspiracy and were adapted to effect the same object. 

The prisoner at the bar appeals to y!?U through his letter of May 7th, directed 
to General Wilson, and asks, "Shall I now bear the odium (and men who were 
prisone"s here have seemed disposed wreak their vengeance upon me for what 
they have suffered) who was only the medium or I may. better say the tool in 
the hauds of my superiors." Strongly as it may strike you that strict justice 
wonld require the punishment of the arch-conspirator himself; strongly as this 
wreck of a man, with body tortured by disease and over whom already gather 
the shadows of death, may appeal to your sympathies, you cannot stop the 
course of justice or refuse to brand his guilt as the law and evidence direct. 
While I would not dignify the chief conspirators in this crime without a name 
by associat,ing with them the prisoner at the bar, yet he and they, so closely 
connected as they are, must share the same fate before the bar of a righteously 
indignant people. Nothing can ever separate them, and nothingshould prevent 
their names going clown to history in common infamy. , 

I have said that Phillip II had his AIva, that Jefferson Davis had his Winder, 
I might add that the Duke of Alva had his De Vargas, and Winder his Wirz. 
As the Duke of Alva rises out of the mists of history the agent of a powerful 
prince, so Winder stands out with fearful distinctness no less perfect for his 
willing obedience to the government he served than for his skill to devise and 
ability to select agents as capable to execute the refinements of cruelty. Nor 
does the parallel cease here; has not history repeated itself in making Wirza 
man cast in the same mould as the infamous De Vargas, a haud to execute with 
horrible enthusiasm what his superior had the genius to suggest? 

Motley tells us in his II Rise of the Dutch Republic," voL II, p.140, of thes~ men 
Alva and De Vargas, whose spirits, after the Pythagorian theory, seemed to have 
centuries afterwards infused themselves into the bodies of this prisonel' and bis 
immediate superior, Winder. He says of the subordinates of Alva: 

Del Rio was a man without character or talent, a mere fool in the hands of his superior; 
but Juan de Vargas was a terrible reality~no better mancould have been found in Europe 
for the post to which he was thus elevatea. To shed human blood was in his opinion the 
only importaut business, and the only exhilarating pastime of life. 
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He p.xecuted the bloody work-with an industry which was almost superhuman 
and with a merriment which would have shamed a demon; his execrable jests 
ringing through the blood and smoke and death cries of those days of perpetual 
sacrifice. There could be no collision where the subaltern was only anxioas to 
snrpass an incomparable superior. 

Tllere are other conspirators in this c:oime whom'we must notice further than 
has yet been done, before coming ~o charge second; these are Surgeon Isaiah 
H. White and Surgeon R. R. Stevenson. Surgeon White, as we have already 
seen, went to Andersonville under orders from the rebel war department, and 
was there at its organization. It is he who was reponsible for the erection, man
agement ana condition of the hospital there, which Dr. Jones said did not deserve 
the name, and to enter which as a patient was altnost certain death.' It is he to 
whoseacconnt stands recorded the deaths of over 9,000 prisoners; whose neglect, 
malpractice and' prostitution of his abilities as a surgeon make him no less a 
criminal in the light of testimony showing a criminal intent than if he had delib
erately killed those who were placed in his charge; and of his criminal intent 
there can scarcely be any doubt, when it is remembered that in his house, and 
in his presence, letters directed to Union prisoners were opened, rifled of their 
contents, and their messages of love turned into .• merrymakings," as we learn 
fr;om the evidence of ;Lewis Dyer. It was he who often spoke of the mortality 
with shocking levity, and who uniformly neglected to take any notice of the 
suggestions made by the l1.urgeons in their morning reports to him. It was he 
who drove Major Boyle out of the hospital in the stockade, and refused toallow his 
wound to be dressed because he was an officer of a colored regiment. It was he 
who established the system, and enforced it by orders, of practi'cing by formulas 

.and numbers, which, in the opinion of Drs. Rice, Head, and Thornburgh was the 
sheerest empiricism. It was he who kept in his employment as hospital 
steward, one Dr. Kerr, who in the disguise of a federal soldier robbed the patients 
in the hospital, and was a man of a notoriously cruel and brutal nature; and it 
was he with regard to whom Surgeon General Moore remarks in his indorsements, 
(see Exhibit 24; manuscript, p. 695,) "not having supplies is ·his own fault; 
he should have anticipated the wants of the sick by timely requisitions;" and 
who, upon the recommendation and by the order of this same surgeon general, 
in the face of the fact of his incompetency, was lesA than two months afterwards 
assigned to duty as surgeon-in-chief of all the military hospitals east of the 
Mississippi, and who departed from Andersonville in company with and on the 
staff of General Winder, rewarded rather than punished, as was this general, for 
hi faithfulness in calTying out this conspiracy. 

With all Dr. White's incompetency, and, as we learn from Dr. Bates's testimony, 
stepping into the shoes of his predecessor without instituting a single reform 01' 

showing himself in any way his superior, was Surgeon R. R. Stevenson. Fur
ther than this, indeed, he showed himself not only willing to perpetrate the evils 
that existed under Dr. White, but he showed himself also wanting in the prin
ciples of honesty. It is not necessary to enter into the details tjf his admin
istration. We learn enough of him through the witnesses, Drs. Bates, Roy, 
Flewellen, Thornburgh, and Rice. 

Theevidence of these witnesses and otl1ers show that he refused to distribute 
beel-sacks and bedding to the suffering patients for the alleged reason that they 
would be destroyed; that he refused to allow Dr. Rice to go home and bring 
vegetables that were rotting in his garden for the. use of .the sick, or to send.a 
person for thf:m; that he constantly converted to his own use and loaded hIS 
own private table with viands sent for distribution among the sick; that he mis
appropriated the hospital fund, which accumulated by commuting in money a 
ration for each patient, at the rate under his.administl'ation of about two dollars 
per ration, and to increase which we learn, from the evidence of Dr. Thornburg, 
he caused to be entered upon the hospital register the names of hundreds of 
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persons as having been treated in the hospital who really died in the stockade 
without any medical treatment whatever; and that for his glaring malfeasances 
and crime he was compelled to leave that post., 

YACCINATION. 

The record so far presented cannot fail to excite a feeling of horror and dis
gust; but there is still another and a very important feature of the case yet to 
be brought out, namely, the inoculating of prisoners of war with poisonous vac
cine matter. 

'rhis, I believe, is the only allegation set out in the charge not yet noticed, 
but which, when compared with other specific acts of cruelty, seems to me'the 
most revolting in the whole catalogue. 

Before speaking particularly of the effects of this alleged precautionary action 
on the part of the surgeons in c!?-arge, who it seems acted under orders from the 
rebel authorities through Winder and the prisonerl I would call your attention 
to the evidence, so that no man may say that this averment is false. . 

The evidence on this point proves distinctly one of two propositions, eithe~" 
of which fixes on the persons responsible a most atrocious crime; these are, 
1. 'rhat the vaccine matter used was poison arid known to be such; or 2d. That 
it was knowingly and purposely applilid under circumstances which made it almost 
certain that death would ensue. ' " 

The defence has set up that impure vaccine mattel:, was used throughout the 
south, with similar consequences, and several medical gentlemen of the rebel 
army were called to prove that fact, among others Dr, Flewellell- and Dr. Oast
len. But it will be rememqered that their experience and their knowledge was 
limited to observations in the year 1863, and they distinctly told you that orders 
were issued directing the surgeons upon the discovery of these fatal conse
quences to cease the use 9f the virus. How then can the counsel presume to 
use this circumstance as a defence to the injurious results arising from the use 
of this spurious matter, as late as 1864, with the full knowledge of a year's 
practice and year's experience before them 1 

I would rathel' think that the Andersonville prisoners were made the victims 
of this experience, not, -it may be, with the knowledge of many of the surgeons 
on duty at that place-for some of them seem to have been conscientious men-:
but doubtless with the knowledge of the surgeons in charge, their chief at 
Richmond, the prisoner at the bar, and his immediate chief. ' 

This evidence of the soldiers on this point is homely and blunt, but it ena
bles one to determine with some certainty that the effects described by them 
were by no means the ordinary results of vaccination. 

Oliver B. Fairbanks says, (Record, p. 1024; manuscript, p. 431.) 
Large sores originated from the effects of poisonous matter; they were the size of my band 

and were on the outside of the arms and also uuderneathill the arm-pits. I have seen holes 
eaten under the arms, where I could put my fist in; these cases were in the stockade. 

In reply to the question, "State the circumstances under which you were 
vaccinated," he replies, (Record, p.,1026; manuscript, p. 431:) 

I was at the south gate one morning when the operation was being performed. Whilelwas 
standing there looking on, one of the surgeons came to me and requested me to roll up my 
sleeves, that he w:as going to perform the operation on me. I told him I could nO,t' con.se~t 
to such an operatIOn. He called for a file of guards and I was taken to Captam Wll'Z s 
headquarters. Arriving there one of the guard went in and directly Captain Wirz ?ame out 
of his office saying he wanted to know where that God-damned Yankee son of a bl,tch ~a,s. 
I was pointed out to him as being the person; he drew his revolver~nd presented It wlthm 
three inches of my face, and wanted to know why I refused to obey hIS orders. , 

'l'he witness proceeds to narrate his interview with the prisoner and says: 
I told him, "Captain, you aI'e aware that the matter with which I would ~e vaccinated is 

poisonous, and therefore I cannot consent to ari operation which I ~now WIll prove fa~al to 
my life," The plisoner flourished his revolver around and stated that It would serve me nght ; 
the ~ooner I would die, the sooner,he would get rid of me.' , 
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The witness still refusing, he was kept in chains, and after a punishment of 
two weeks finally consented to the operation. He says: 

As soon as it was performed, I went immediately to the brook, and took a piece of soap 
and rubbed the spot, and wrung it, and thereby saved myself. 

As confirmatory of Fairbanks's statement, that the prisoner interfered in this 
matter of vaccination, and as tending to show that there was criminal design, I 
quote the evidence of Frank Maddox; (Record, p. 1173; manuscript, p. 514.) 
In reply to a question whether he ever heard the' prisoner give orders in regard 
to vaccination, he says: 

I heard him tell the doctor lit the gate to vaccinate all those men; they were talking abou t 
haVing the small-pox there; the doctor told him that according to his orders he would do it. 

The same witness, (Record, p. 1173; manuscript, p. 514,) being asked 
whether he saw the prisoner and any of the surgeons at the graveyard and 
heard them speak of vaccination, replied: 

They were laughing over it one day; the doctors had been examining and had cut some 
bodies open, had sawed some heads open; in some cases a green streak tram the arms had 
extended to the bodies; they were laughing about it killing the meu so. 

George W. Gray says, (Record, p. 2705; manuscript, p. 1162:) 
It affected their arms; ,the sores began just to rot around and to eat in until it got to the 

bone; they generally lost their arms; a great many of the men who had been vaccinated 
had their arms amputated. 

John L. Yonker, who was engaged in burying the dead, in speaking of the 
amputated arms which were constantly sent to the graveyard to be buried, says, 
(Record, p. 2193; manuscript, p. 950:) 

I noticed it daily; the great part of it originated from vaccinatiori; the sores were mostly 
right here, (on the outer part of the arm near the shoulder,) lind under the arms; you could 
look into the ribs and see the bone; it looked all black, and green, and blue. 

Lewis Dyer (Record, p. 2771 ; manuscrip't, p. 1184,) says: 
I have seen men going around who had been vaccinaoted, and two or three days after ali 

their arms would be eaten out, and their arms would have to be taken off. 

Charles E.Tibbles, (Record, p. 2044; manuEcript, p. 891,) who was also engaged 
in burying the dead, says: 
, I saw a great many extra arms at the graveyard, that were not cut, but were disjointed 
at the shoulder; they would be brought out with the dead, and almost always the next day; 
the bodies would be brought out belonging to them; they were generally eaten up with vac
cination. 

William Cronse (Record, p. 1460; manuscript, p. 643,) says: 
I saw men get vaccinated there; it broke out; I saw about twenty of them die, and I saw 

five of them get their arms amputated. 
Doran H. Stearns, (Record, p. 1279; manuscript, p.562,) speaking of ampu

tation, says: 
The result was almost invariably death; 1 do not remember a single case of recovery 

after an operation. " ' 

This witness was on duty at the hospital and is a man of much intelligence 
and candor. 

'ro the same purport is the testimony of Charles E. Smith, (Record, p. 21540; 
manuscript, p. 1085,) who also speaks of the, orders with regard to vaccinatiON, 
and says: 

He (the prisoner) said, anyone who would refuse to obey his orders would have a ball and 
chain put on. There was a man named, Shields belonging to the 2d I\lwa infantry, 
who refused to be vaccinated; they took him out and put a ball and chain on him until he 
consented to have the matter put in his arm. ' 

Several of the surgeons on duty at Andersonville have also testified to the 
fatal result of vaccination. You will remember that the surgeons who have 
testified through their reports, and upon the witness stand, have spoken largely 
of hospital gangrene that prevailed at Andersonville as a consequence of vac
cination; and indeed, as they have universally testified, as a consequence of 
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even the slig1Jtest abrasion of the skin, in cases of vaccination, however, resulting 
in appalling mortality. 

Vaccination with genuine virus has never before resulted in such frightful 
mortality" The records of medicine and pathology nowhere, in no country 
and no'age, afford or approach a parallel to Andersonville j and it is eminently 
important that an explanation be reached if possible, and if crimiuality attach to 
anyone, let its just consequences be upon him. The best medical and patholo
gical authorities agree in describing hospital gangrene as a variety of mortifi
cation and ulceration with rapid contamination of the whole system, depression 
and exhaustion of the vital powers. All of the conditions' necessary to produce 
this terrible disease, we learn from many sources in this record, were abundantly 
supplied at Andersonville, and that there was scarcely a prisoner who was not 
more or less affected by it, or in a scorbutic condition to a greater or less degree. 
Now we all know what is the normal effect of pure vaccine virus prop&ly intro
duced into a healthy system-one not previously vaccinated. A local inflam
mation is set up, a fever ensues, attended with a general disturbance of the con
stitution, and the insertion of the virus is the centre and source of it all, with 
which the whole system sympathizes more or less, and from which, under the 
most careful circumstances and attention, alarming and sometimes fatal results 
follow. 

'.rhis is so well understood by the profession-as all of us have experienced 
who have submitted to the operation-that they always counsel a preparatory 
process by sanitary observances.. 

These facts. drawn from reliable and recognized medical sources, will enable 
the court and the world to appreciate in some degree the heartlessness and im
placable cruelty of the rebel authorities at Andersonville, in persistently com
pelling prisoners of war to be vaccinated, in the condition they are shown to 
have been in. It will not do to say that this was resorted to as a preventive 
or precautionary measure. The record shows but few cases of death by small-pox, 
while the evidence establishes beyond doubt the fact that of many hundred pris
oners vaccinated, few recovered. No one will pretend, after a perusal of this 
record, that the course of the rebel surgeons in this particular can in the slight
est degree be excused; and with the fair inference of evil intent and wicked 
purpose on the part of the chief surgeons, Drs. White and Stevenson, and the 
prisoner at the bar, who with pistol in hand stood ready to enforce their direc
tion, which can be drawn from the evidence, can you hesitate to find them 
" guilty" as laid in the charge 1 ' 

'I'he court cannot fail to observe that after having drawn from the record this 
long black catalogue of crimes, these torthres unparalleled, these murders by 
starvation. implacable as could have been perpetrated bad the spirit of darkness 
controlled them, tbere are yet many, very many, phases of Andersonville prison 
life that I must leave unnoticed.· ' 

Has there been any defence made to these horrors 1 Is there any palliation 
for their perpetrators? Lives there a witness who bas denied or can deny 
them? The counsel for the prisoner bas had unlimited control of the' strong 
arm of tbe government; he has had days and weeks for preparation j he has,as 
all must admit, labored sedulously and untiringly for his client, constituting him
self at the same time counsel for his co-conspirators, yet, with all bis efforts, so 
earnestly put forth, he has utterly, signally failed. The special acts of cruelty 
committed by the prisoner at the bar be bas sought to explain; with what suc
cess I leave to yon to judge. The general management and discipline, and his 
responsibility for the same while at Andersonville, he has sought to deny by 
showing the presence at that place of a superior officer, General Winder, who, 
he alleges, had chief control. All this is swept away by tbe fact that before 
General Winder's arrival the fearful rigors of that prison began; they continued 
during his stay, from June till October, and they subsided only in proportion 
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as the number of prisoners became less, after GeneralvVinder's departure. 
And notwithstanding his earnest appeal, made to you in his final statement, 
begging that he, a poor subaltern, acting only in obedience to his superior, should 
not bear the odium and the punishment deserved, with whatever force these 

.cries of a desperate man, in a desperate and terrible strait may come to you, 
there is no law, no sympathy; no code of morals, that can warrant you in refus
ing to let him have all justice, because the lesser and not the greater criminal is 
on trial. 

To the charge of suffering and death by starvation something excusatory 
could be urged in the fact that supplies were not to be obtained, had this been 
established; but here, as elsewhere, the defence has wholly failed. While the. 
burden of proof rested. upon the defence to show that the sufferings at Auderson
ville were unavoidable, it will be remembered it was part of the elements of the 
case made by the proseclltion to show not only the fact of starvation, but also 
that it occurred in a region of plenty, and in view of this fact, so clearly proven, 
we find reason for concluding beyond all doubt that this crime against nature 
was the work of a delibrate, malicious, traitorous, and hellish conspiracy to aid 
a most treasonable rebellion. 

I desire now to present to the court the evidence which supports me in the 
belief just declared. Here, as always, I desire that the witnesses may speak, 
that no man shall gainsay the facts. 

Major General J. H. Wilson, of our army, who, perhaps, can speak as 
advisedly upon this point as any witness who has been upon the stand, for 
reasons shown in his testimony, says, (Record, p. 1836;' manuscript, p. 820:) 

After passing through the mountainous region of northern Alabama, I found supplies in 
great abundance on our lines of march; iIi sufficient abundance to supply a command of 
17,OOO.men, without going off our lines of march for them. ' 

His lines of march, he says, were-
From the northwest corner of Alabama, to a point called Monte Bello, and from thence 

south to Selma; from Selma, southward to Mont,gomery; from Montgomery, two lines, one 
to Columbus, Georgia, and the other to West Point, Georgia, and thence, by two converging
lines, to Macon, Georgia; and then, all over the State of Georgia; from there to the Gulf. 
(Record, p. 1837; manuscript, p. 820.) 

In reply to the question if the rebel government drew supplies from that part 
of the country, he says: ' 

Yes, from central Alabama to southwestern Georgia, for the wants of their armies operating
in the field; that was their grand region of supplies."	 . 

And speaking with regard to railroad communication by which these supplies 
could reach Andersonville, he says:	 . 

We found lines of railway running very' nearly in the direetlOn of the march from Monte 
Bello, and between the parts of country'spoken of, and Macon and Andersonville. 
,	 Ambrose Spencer, a resident of Georgia for many years, says, (Record, 
p.	 2458; manuscript, p. 1050:) 

Southwestern Georgia, I believe, is termed the garden of America. It was termed the 
garden of the confederacy, as having supplied the greater part of the provisions of the rebel 
army. Our section of Georgia, Sumter county, is perhaps not as rich as the counties imme
diately contiguous, * * but, still it produces heavily.' I suppose that the average of that 
land would be one bale of cotton to the acre; the whe!l.t would average about six bushels to 
the acre; the average of corn about eight bushels. 
A~d the court will recollect that he says he is stating the H general aVt'l'age," 

and not what one cultivated acre will produce; and adds: 
We have land in that county that will produce 35 bushels of corn to the acre. 
Speaking of the subject of vegetables in 1864, he says, (Record,p. 2459 ; 

manuscript, p. 1051:) 
It struckme that there was an uncommon supply of vegetables. Heretofore at the south 

there has been but little attention paid to g'ardens on a large scale; but last year a verJ: 
large snpply ~f vegetables was raised, as I understood, for the purpose of being disposed of 
at AndersonVIlle. 
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James Van Valkenburgh, of Bibb county, near M~con, Georgia, says (Record, 
p. 651; mannscript, p. 269) he has resided in that section for nineteen years, 
and that in the year 1864, speaking of the crops-

I should suppose, as to provisions, it was more than an average crop, inasmuch as no cot
ton WItS planted, and all the ground was pretty well planted in provisions; I should think 
the provision crop was larger than before the war. . 

'l'his witness says that at Macon, which is about sixty-five miles by rail from 
Andersonville....

There were a ~reat many storehouses, where provisions of various kinds were stored
sugar, rice, molasses, meat, (bacon,) corn, wheat, flour, &c. 

At Americus, he says: 
There seemed to.be very large quantities. I saw a great deal of stores in various ware

houses. 
Americlls, it will be remembered, is only about nine or ten miles from Ander

sonville. The court will remember that of this" more than ordinary crop of 
provisions" the farmers were compelled by law to pay to the rebel. government 
one-tenth. I make a few extracts from the evidenceof one of the agents of that 
government-a tithe gatherer. 

W. T. Davenport says, (Record, p. 2144; manuscript, p. 937:) 
J was tithe agent from April, 1864, till the surrender, for Sumter county. The amount of 

bacon received at that depot from Sumter county, and from the counties of Schley, Webster, 
and Marion, of which my depot, being on the railroad, was the receiving depot, for the year 
1864, was 247,768 pounds; we received of corn, 38,900 bushels; of wheat, 3,567 busbels; we 
receivp.d 3,420 pounds of rice in tberough; of peas, we received 817 bushels; of sirup, 
of West India cane and sorghum, 3,700 gallons; ofsugar, 1,166 pounds. 

This was all in the year 1864. In 1865, he says, (Record, p. 2145; manu
script, p. 937:~ 

From tbe 1stofJanuary till the 19th of April, which was the time of the surrender, I received 
from those same counties 155,726 pounds of bacon, 13,591 busbels of corn, and 86 bushels 
of wbeat. 'l'his was tbe remnant due on the old crop, tIte new crop not baving been gathered. 
I received of rice, (rough, )'2.077 pounds; of peas, 854 busbels; of sirup, 5,082 gallons. 

And these, he says, were not the only tithes gathered. In these cOllnties 
there were, besides his depot, others from which he has no account. He says: 

There was a depot at Andersonville. Some portion of tbe tithes were delivered there, and 
some portions were delivered to travelling companies' that received tithes, and were not 
reported to me. 

On page 2147, (manuscript, p. 939,) he says, r'eferring to the counties named: 
Two of them, Schley and Webster, were quite small. Sumter and Marion are fair aver

age counties. . . . 

This immense amount of provisions is but a small portion received by the 
. rebel government through their tithe-gatherers, it being brought to the depots 

by the farmers themselves, and was only one-tenth, of the amount produced by 
them. '1'hese stores were turned over to W. -E. Harrold, who was commissary 
agent for those counties, and who was also purchasing agent. (Record, p. 2149; 
manuscript, p. 940. r . 

W. B. Harrold says, (Record, p. 2597; manuBcril't, p. 1112:) 
For the last three years I have been purchasing and shipping supplies fot the commissary 

department of the rebel government for it district embracing from four to six counties in 
southwestern Georgia; one of the counties being that in which Andersonville is located. I 
was ordered at all times to hold all supplies which I had at Americus, after Mayor June, I 
think, subject, first, to Andersonville, in case they should get out of provisions there at any 
time. My provisions were rather reserved for Andersonville. to be called on in case of an 
emergency. I was 10 miles distant. Such provisions as I had there-bacon and meal-I 
don't think they were ever out of at Andersonville. 

He continues: 
I don't think 1 was ever called on for provisions that I did not furnish, with the exception 

of meal.: Iu the early part of 1864, they depended on my arrangements for meal al!.ogether. 
During the first two or three months of the prison, say February, Mareh, and Apnl, hefore 
the cro';Vded condition of the prison, the orders were to issue five day'e rations at a time, on 
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requisition. I kept up very well until they began to crowd the prisoners in, and then I 
could not furnish sufficient meal, and other arrangements were made. The meal was after
wards obtained in large quantities from the Palace mills, in Columbus. 

On page 2601, (manuscript, p. 1113,) when asked, "Was there ever a time 
when there need to have been suffering at Andersouille because of the inability 
'to get supplies there?" he answers, "Not so far as corn-bread and meal were 
concerned." 

I	 quote further from the record: 
Q. Was there any difficulty with regard to supplies 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Was there no time when: transportation could not have been procured 1 
A.	 At all times I think they could have procured transportation, and did procure it. 
On cross-examination, he say's: 

The same provisions were furnished to Andersonville that were furnished to the army. and 
the same were furnished there as were furnished to the hospital. 

But we have the evidence of scores of witnesses that they were never received 
by our starving prisoners. ' 

James W. Armstrong was commissary at Andersonville from the 31st of 
March, 1864, until August 1, 1864, and from the 10th of December, 1864, until 
the close of the war. (Record, p. 4484-'5; manuscript, p. 1810.) 

Until the 14th of July all the rations were delivered to R. B. Winder, or to 
his sergeant for him, and after that time to Captain Wirz's sergeant, He says 
he doesn't pretend to know whether the rations issued by him were actually 
delivered to	 the prisoners or not.
 

On page 4496, (manuRcript, p. 18IS,) we find the following:
 
Q. You never were at any time so short that you eould not issue to the prisoners 1 
A. No, sir. In three or four instances I issued rice instead of corn-meal; but I always 

made up the rations. 
Q. You never found it necessary to diminish the rations, except by substituting one thing 

for another? 
A. That is all. 
Q. You always had plenty to issue? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Colonel Ruffin, who was in the commissary department at Richmond, and 
who was called for the defence to show that Lee's army suffered for the want of 
provisions, (Record, pp. 4430-"31; manuscript, p. 1789,) says that at that time 
the prisoners were consuming General Lee's reserveo£' 30,000 barrels of flour; 
the.removal of prisoners from Richmond to the seat qf plenty was urged by the 
commissary department. "After awhile," he says, "the prisoners were sent to 
the place of comparative plenty, or to the place of supply." He further says, 
(Record, p. 4433; manuscript, p. 1790,) that in sending the prisoners to Georgia 
the only object of his department was to get them to what was considered a 
good region of country; that they were drawing supplies from Georgia to feed 
General Lee.. He says, on page 4428, that the armies of the southwest fared 
better than General Lee's army, "because they were in Georgia. where there 
was more abundance." And in the same connection, on cross-examination, says 
that General Lee's army Buffered because it was cut off from the southwest by 
federal raids" which destroyed their railroad communication. 

Ambrose Spencer says, (Record, p. 2456; manuscript, p. 1050:) 
That section of southwestern Georgia i~ well supplied with mills-both grist- mills, f1our

mills, and saw-mills. Between Andersonville and Albany-about fifty miles- * * there 
are five saw-mills, one of them a large one. There is one at a distance of six miles from 
Andersonville that goes by steam. There is another about five miles from Andersonville 
that goes by water. There are saw-mills on the road above Andersonville. 

And in this connection, as touching the question of shelter and the facilities 
with which it could have been furnished the' prisoners, the witness says fur
ther: 

It is a very heavily timhered country, especially in the region adjoining Andersonville i it 
may be termed one of the most densely timbered countries in the United States. 
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On page 2460, (manuscript, p. 1051:) 
I was there (Andersonvil!~).during June and July very frequently. at the time Governor 

Brown had called out the mIlitIa of the State. Their tents were all floored with good lumbel', 
and a good many shelters of lumber were put up by the soldiers. I noticed a good many 
tents that were protected from the sun by boards. There seemed to be no want of lumber at 
that time among the confederate soldiers. 

Colonel Persons says, (Record, p. 621; manuscript, p. 252,) "That about 
fiv~ traiu loads, perhaps fifty car loads in all," came to Andersonville while he 
was there. This, he says, would have covered two, three, four or five acres 
wit h barracks. . . ' 

Thus we have shown from evidence of the highest character, that the defen~e 
based upon want of supplies within the reach ()f the rebel authorities, and which 
is popularly believed to have been the real cause of the sufferings of Anderson
ville, id entirely overthrown, and without foundation in fact; and the same may 
be said of every question entering into the defence incident to the matter of 
supplies. With whatever truth the straitened circumstances of the South may 
be urged to exculpate those in charge of other prisons, certainly, so far as Ander. 
sonville is concerned, no one will hereafter with seriousness dare to urge it. 

Having shown with certainty that supplies were abundant and available, I 
cannot omit to mention what amount was actually issued as the only means of 
sustenance to the prisoners. I quote Dr. Bates, whose acknowledged credibility 
on the part of the accused in his statement to the court makes it unnecessary 
to support him by the many witnesses· who testify to the same point; but the 
court will remember that his estimate is several ounces more than the prisoners 
themselves testify to having received. He says, (Record, p. 174; manuscript, 
p.37:) 

I wish to be entirely safe and well guarded on this point. There might have been less 
than 20 ounces to the ~4 hours; but I do not think it could have exceeded that. . 

'I'he ration, it will also be remembered, consisted of one unvarying diet of COl'll

bread and salt meat, with an occasional issue- of peas, and with no vegetables 
whatever. In comparison with this scanty allowance which the concurrent 
testimony of all the witnesses shows was the immediate cause of the great mor
tality at that prison, I desire to call your attention to some intereSting and 
instructive facts, showing th,e amount of food necessary to sustain life. I quote 
from a work on .the economy of armies, by medical inspector Lieutenant Colonel 
A. C. Hamlin, United States army: 

The data of French's show that 18 ounces of properly selected f:lod will be sufficient, and 
~he observat.ions of Sir John Sinclair are to the same effect, yet Dr. Christison maintains that 
36 ounces are required to preserve the athletic condition of prisoners confined for a long term. 
To preserve the athletic condition with these small quantities, the nutrient substance must be 
of known value. 

In the public establishments of England the following quantities are given: . 
British soldier, 45 ounces; seaman, royal navy, 44 ounces; convict, 57 ounces; male 

pauper, 29 ounces; male lunatic, 3L ounces. 
The full diets of the hospitals' of London give; Guy, 29 ounces, with one pint of beer; 

Bartholomew, 31 ounces, with 4 pints of beer or tea; St. Thomas, 25 ounces, with 3 pints of 
beer or tea; St. George, 27 ounces, with 4 pints of beer or tea; Kings, 25 ounces. 

The Russian soldier has bread 16 ounces, meat 16 ounces; Turkish soldier has bread 33 
ounces, meat 13 ounces; French soldier has bread 26 ounces, meat 11 ounces; HeSSian 
soldier has bread. 36 oun(;es, meat 6 ounces; English sailor has bread 20 ounces, meat ]6 
ounces. 

The United States soldier receives 1- pound of bacon, or Ii pound of fresh or salt beef; 
18 ounces of bread or flour, or 1- pound of hard bread, or ]~ pound of corn-meal; with rice, 
beans, veget.ables,coffee, sugar, tea, &c., in proportion. 

When we remember that there seems to have been no .difference made in the 
rations issued to the sick in the hospital and prisoners confined in the stockade; 
that, as we have seen by the testimony of Dr. Jones, the mortality was propor
tionately the same in both places, and all the surroundings so prolific of disease, 
added to the fact that for months the prisoners had barely room to stand upon, 
we are prepared to comprehend the force of' the illustrations abo,:"e given and 
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those which I shall now give. The number of patients treated in the hospital 
at Andersonville is shown by the hospital register to have been something less 
than 18,000, the number qf deaths a little short of 13,000, and to this nnmber 
must be added 2,000 more, who, as we have shown with rea~onable certainty, 
died before reaching their homes, making in all 15,000, and this falls far short 
of the maximum nnmber, giving, as we see, the frightful ratio of. mortality of 
over 83 per cent. 

Qnoting from the same learned author we find that" the average mortality of 
the London hospitals is nine per cent.; in the French hospitals in the Orimea, 
for a period of twenty-two months, the mortality was 14 pel' cent. The city of 
Milan received during tIle campaign in Italy 34,000 sick and wounded, of whom 
1,400, or four per cent., died. 'The city of Nashville, Tennessee, received during 
the year 1864 65,157 sick and wounded, of whom 2,635, or fonr per cent., died. 
During the year 1863 Washington received 68,884, and of these but 2,671, or 
less than 4 per cent., died; and in 1864 her hospitals received 96,705 sick and 
wounded. (49,455 sick, 47,,250 wounded,) of whom 6,283, or 6T~ per cent., died. 
The mortality of the rebel prisoners a,t Fort Delaware for eleven months was 
two per cent.; at Johnson's island during twenty-one months 134 deaths out of 
6,000 prisoners." , '. 

'1'his is the record of history, against the charnel-house of Andersonville. Let 
the mouths of those who would defend these atrocities by recrimination, charg
ing the United States government with like cruelty, forever hereafter be closed. 

l<ort Delaware and Joknson's island, witk .tkeir two per cent. qf dead. An
4ersonville wi.tn its 83 per cent.! "Look upon this picture and then upon this/' and 
tell me there was no design to slay! Let no mind, be it warped never so much 
by ·treason and treasonable sympathies, doubt this record, for" If damned custom 
have not brazed its soul-that it be proof and bulwark against sense," it must 
believe; it cannot deny these things. 

May it please the .court, I have done with the argtlment under charge first. 
I leave it with you to answer by your verdict whether this charge of conspiracy, 
solemnly and seriously preferred, can be frittered away and. disposed of without 
a single explanatory line in defeuce. I place before you,gentlemen, on the 
one hand the protestations of this accused, who speaks for himself and his co-con
spirators; on the other the testimony of Dr. Bates, where he declared, as you 
well remember, with faltering tone and feelings oVCl:powered, "I feel myself safe 
in saying that 75 per cent. of those who died might have been saved had those 
unfortunate men been properly cared for." , 

I leave it with you to say whether the prisoner at the bar can acquit himself 
and his associates in crime by declaring the charge here laid to be, as he has told 
you, "a myth," "a phantasy of the brain," "a wild chimera, as unsubstantial 
as the baseless fabric of a vision." 

(At this point, the court, op. the suggestion of the judge advocate, adjourned 
until to morrow morning at 10 o'clock,) 

UNITED STATES MIL1TARY OOMMISSION, 
Waslbington, D. C., Saturday, October 21, 1865. 

The commission met pursuant to adjournment. Pres.eDt, all the members and' 
the judge advocate. 

'1'he prisoner and his counsel were also present. 
'1'he proceedings of the l~st mee~ing were read and approved. 
The judge advocate contmued hlS argument as follows: 
May it please the court, we now come to notice charge second, alleging 

" murder in violation of the laws of war," under which there are laid numerouS 
specifications, alleging, with all the particularity that was possible, the circum
stances in each case. 

In presenting the evidence under this charge, I shall try to do so in, the 
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briefest and simplest manner. r shall not endeavor to torture the evidence to 
support' any preconceived theory, nor ingeniously dovetail scattered scraps of 
testimony to make out a case. I am content to leave the court to reach its 
own conclusions; and therefore r shall (except in two cases which have been 
particnlarly referred to in the defence) do little more than simply recite the evi
dence of the witnesses. My simple purpose is to aid the court in the discharge 
of the arduous task upon which it is abollt to enter, in making up a verdict on 
this voluminous record. 

The various cases of death which are justly to be laid to the charge of this 
prisoner as murders, may be considered uuder four heads: 

1. '1'he cases of death resulting from mutilation by the hounds. 
2. 'rhe instances of death resulting from confinemfJnt in the stocks and the 

chain-gang. ' 
3. The cases of killing of prisoners by the guards, pursunnt to the direct 

oi'der of the accnsed given at the time; and 
4. 'rhe cases of killing by the prisoner's own hand. 
This classification does not embrace those very nnmerous cases (which it is not 

deemed necessary to recount in detail) where prisoners at or near the dead-line 
were shot by tbe guards when the accllsed'was not present. 

'rhe responsibility of the prisoner for these murders (for snch wanton, un
provoked and unjustifiable destruction of human life was nothing- less) bas been 
treated of in a previous branch of the argument. Without repeating that argu
ment, I will S'1y in addition that there is no truth .in the assumption put forth as 
a defence in the written statement of the accused, that the pri§oners within the 
stockade bad ample notice of the dead-line regulation, and that, if any were shot 
in crossing that line, he was not responsible. The evidence of the defence failed 
to show (although I believe it was attempted) that the dead-line regulation was 
posted up within the stockade. 

Besides, many of the witnesses on this stand testified that, going to Anderson
ville, as new prisoners, they received no authoritative notice of tbe dead·line 
regulation, but accidentally or c.asually acquired tbat knowledge from tbeir com
panions; and some bavetold us of tbeir hair-breadth escapes from being sbot 
soon after entering the stockade, in consequence of their ignorance of that regula
tion ; 'anq. a number of witnesses have described bow their comrades lost their 

,lives in consequence of similar ignorance. After all the evidence on this subject; 
r was astonisbed, as I doubt not was the court, when the prisoner, in his state
ment, inquired with singular effrontery, (p. 4780 :) 

Is it within the range of probability that there was a single, prisoner within the Btockad~ 
who did not know the"penalty for encroaching upon the dead-line? 

Befo~e proceeding to refer to the, evidence as to the deaths fi'om mutilation 
by tbe hounds and from confinement in the stocks and chain-gang, it may b~ 
proper to say a few words as to the criminal responsibility of the prisoner for 
these deaths. In the first place, I need hardly remind the court of that funda
mentalprinciple of law that" a sane man is conclusively presnmed to contemplate 
the natural and probable consequences of his own acts," (1 Greenleaf on Evi
dence, sec. 18.) ,This principle, I submit, applies in this case with great force. 
r maintain that the deaths resulting from t~e use of the stocks and the chain
gang as an indiscriminate punishment for the healthy and the sick, the strong and 
the feeble, and the deaths consequent upon the pursuit of escaping prisoners 
with ferocious hounds, were but the" natural and probable consequences" of the 
act of the prisoner in maintaining and carrying out this barbarous system of 
discipline. What more" natural and probable" than that a prisoner, emaciated 
by disease and starvation, should, when confined in the chain-gang or the stocks, 
die from such confinement 1 What more "natural and probable" than that a 
ferocious dog, when pursuing an escaping prisoner, should tear and mortally 
mutilate such prisoner, particularly ifhe were in the debilitated condition which 
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characterized most of the prisoners at Andersonville 1 And when death results 
under such circumstances and from the adoption of such methods of treatment, 
an intention to kill on the part of him who adopts them is the necessary and 
~ig:htful presumptio~ of the law, just as "an intent to murder is conclusively 
mferred from the deh,berate use of a deadly weapon." (1 Greenleafon Evidence, 
sec. 18.) 

Again, it has been laid down that the crime of murder is consummated 
" whensoever anyone wilfully endangers tl~e life if another by any ad or omis
sionlikely to kill, and wkich does kilt." (2 Starkie on Evidence, 7]0, note.) It 
has also been declared by high legal authority that-. 

It is not essential that the hand· of the party should immediately occasion the death; it is 
sufficient·. if he be proved to have used any mechanical means likely to occasion deatl, and 
w~ich do ultimately occasion it; as if a man lay poison for another with intent that he shonld 
takej.t by m!stake for me?icine, or expose him against his will in a severe season, by mea·IlS 
oj whw" he dus. (2 Starlne on Evidence, 7]0, note.) 

As illustrative of the same legal principle, allow me to quote from Wharton's 
Criminal Law, 435:' , 
If a person breaking in an unruly horse wilfully ride him among a crowd of persons, the 

probable danger being gre.at and apparent, aud death ensue from the viciousness of the ani
mal, it is murder. ]<'or how can it be supposed that a person wilfully doing an act so 
manifestly attended with danger, especially if he showed any consciousness of such danger 
himself, should intend any other than mischief to those who might be encountered by him 1 
So if a man maliciously throw from a roof into a crowded street, where passengers are con
stantly passing and repassing. a heavy piece of timber, calculated to produce death on such 
as it might fall, and death ensue. the offence is murder at common law. 

From these principles, it follows that when we show the prisoner's responsi
bility for the use of the chain-gang and the stocks, and for the employment of 
the hounds, we show that every death resulting frolll these was a murder for 
which he is to be held accountable. 

In this connection, allow me to refer hastily to some of the evidence showing 
the responsibility of the prisoner for the use of the stocks and the chain-gang, 
and for the employment of the hounds. 

Robert '.rait, (p. 2648; manuscript, p. 1133,) George W. Gray, (p. 2698; manu
script, p. 1157,) Col. Gibbs, (p. 108; manuscript, p. 18,) Charles F. Williams, 
(p. 1391; manuscript, p. 615,)J. H. Goldsmith, (p. 2053; manuscript, p.902,) 
J. H. Burns, (p. 229:); ~anuscript, p. 984,) and numerous other witnesses, tes
tify as to the prisoner ordering men into the stocks and the chain-gang. In 
some cases the mel). subjected to this treatment were very greatly debilitated, 
and in other cases they had just been brought back wounded by the hounds. 

Several of the witnesses testify that the accused wouln go round the stockade 
every morning in company with the hounds to get t~e track. of prisoners who 
had escaped. A.. W. Barrows, (p. 224; manuscrIpt, p. 86,) P. V. Halley, 
(p. 1046; manuscript, p. 453,) and many others, testify that the accused gave 
orders for starting the dogs in pursuit of prisoners who had escaped. J. D. Key
ser (p. 574; manuscript, p. 243) states that he heard him tell Turner to get 
the dogs.. James Mohan, a rebel officer who was on duty at Andersonville, tes
tifies that when" Frenchy" escaped, the prisoner gave orders to get the dogs 
after him, and he was captured, the prisoner going with the dogs; and this, the 
conrt will remember. is admitted in the statement submitted by him. Boston 
Corbett (p. 443; manuscript, p. 168) testifies that after being captured by the 
dogs, he was brought before the accused, who said to the captor: "Why did 
you not make the dogs bite him 1" 

J.H. Davidson (p. 935; manuscript, p. 384) saw a prisoner torn by the 
dogs, the accused being present.	 " 

Dr. F. G. Castlen, who was a surgeon in the rebel service, relates an instance 
(p. 689; manuscript, p. 277) ",here a man w~s ordered down from a tree and 
bitten by the hounds, the prisoner being present. John F. Heath, a rebel officer 
who was on duty at Andersonville, testifies (p. 778; manuscript, p. 319) that 
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wnen "Frenchy" was pursued the prisoner ordered him down from the tree alld 
the dogs rushed at him and bit him, the prisoner not trying to keep the dogs.off. 
This rebel witness, it will be observed, contradicts the allegation made by the 
prisoner in his written statement, that he endeavored to keep the dogs off. James 
P. Stone (p. 2220; manuscript, p. 990) says that the dogs Wllre fed with rations 
drawn fr()m the bakery, most frequently by a young man who assisted Turner, 
and that the prisoner signed an order once " to give this man all the bread and 
meat he wants for the dogs." Joseph Adler testifies (p.1205-1234; manuscript, p. 
529-540) that on one occasion'Dr. White and the prisoner were looking at a 
man who was so mangled by the dogs as to be almost dead, when the prisoner 
said, "it was perfectly right, that it served the man right; that he had no business 
to make his escape, and that he would not care if all the damned Yankees in 
the stockade could be served in the same way as that, as he wauted to get rid 
of them~" The prisoner himself, in his consolidated return for August, 1864, 
(exhibit] 3,) speaks of 25 prisoners who escaped during the mO,nth, but were 
taken up by the dogs. 

These citations, which might be multiplied, are sufficient to show the respon
sibility of the accused for the punishment of the prisoners by the stocks and the 
chain-gang, and for the pursuit of prisoners by the hounds; and according to 
the principles already referred to, every death resulting from such punishment 
and such pursuit must justly be considered as having been murderously caused by 
him, remembering also that the use of the means resorted to and the means 
themselves were a gross and wicked violation of the laws of war. 

I will now proceed to recite the evidence as to the cases where death resulted 
from the pursuit of prisoners by the hounds. 

William Henry Jennings (p. 1245; manuscript, p. 545) testifies that a month 
or two after he was whipped, which was in the month of l\farch, he being in the 
hospital, saw a man come in who was torn by the dogs-bitten from his feet up 
to his head and all round his neck, and that the man died. shortly afterwards. 

Bernard Corrigan (p. 1351; manuscript, p. 598) states that in May he saw a 
prisoner who was badly bitten by the dogs in both legs, and he had a piece of 
his ear cut off. The man was carried to the hospital the day following, and the· 
witness never saw him afterwards. 

James E. Marshall (p. 1714; manuscript, p. 766) testifies that in l\fa.r he. 
saw a man whose leg was torn by the hounds, and who afterwards died in the 
hospital. 

John L. Yonker (p. 2187; manuscript, p. 947) testifies that just before the 
raiders were hung. which was about the 11th of July, a man belonging to an 
Indiana regiment tried to make his escape from the hospital, was recaptured by 
the hounds and sent back to the stockade in the evening; that his right ear 
was almost off, and that he was bitten in several places in the legs and had 
hardly any clothing on him; that witness g'ave him a piece of his shirt and 
helped to tie up his wounds; that the wounded man gave his friend a picture 
to give to his mother if he should never recover, because he believed he would 
die; that the next morning he was dead; that the man stated that he had tried 
to climb a tree, but the dogs pulled him down. 

In connection with the incident jllSt narrated, it may be pertinent to adduce 
the evidence of Joseph Adler anu George Conway, apparently having reference 
to the same transaction. 

George Conway (p. 2243; manuscript, p. 966) testifies that on one occasion 
(he do~s state the date) he saw a man who had been caught by the hounds, 
while making his escape from the hospital; the man was bitten on his legs and 
in his cheek. 

Joseph Adler (p. 1205; manuscript, p. 529) states that in the latte~ part of 
June or the beginning of July, Dr. White and the prisoner were lookIDg at a 

H. Ex. Doc. 23--50 
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man who· had been mangled by the dogs; the prisonei" said it was perfectly 
iright. 

George W. Gray (p. 2704; manuscript, p. 1161) states that on one occasion 
he saw It young man who had jnst been brought into the stockade, after having 
Ibeen caught by the hounds. Part of his cheek was torn off; his arms, hands 
and legs were bitten, so that he only lived about 24· hours after having been 
brought into the stockade. 

,Thomas N. Way (p. 1257; manuscript, p. 552) states that in the latter part 
of August he and two others, with whom he cst:aped, were pursued by the 
hounds, and that one of his comrades was caught by the foot as he was climbing 
a tree and was torn all to pieces. 

A. W. Barrows (p. 244; manuscript, p. 87) states that about tbe end of 
August, It man who had been bitten by the dogs when trying to escape was 
brought into his ward and died about five days afterwards. 

Jas. P. Stone (p. 2223; manuscript, p. 959) states that in July or Augudt 
he saw a man who had made his escape, who had been caught and badly torn by the 
dogs; that he w,as bitten badly in the legs and also a great deal about the neck 
and shoulders; that he llad made his escape and climbed a tree; that the accused 
and Harris shook him down and allowed the dogs to tear him. 

Frank Maddox (p. 1168; manuscript, p. 513) testifies that when he was 
burying a man who had been bitten by the dogs, had afterwards been placed in 
the stocks by order oftbe priflOner, and who had died, 'l'urner, who had charge 
of the hOl\lids, came to the grave-yard and said that there had been two men 
bitten by the hounds, and that they let the dogs tear up the other one in the 
woods, and that they left him there. 

W. W. Crandall (p. 1742; manuscript, p. 778) testifies that on one occasion 
(he ,does not give the date) he saw a man with his legs badly torn by the dogs; 
that a ball was put upon his foot, and that he was kept that way for several 
weeks; that witness went to the prisoner and pleaded with him to take the baHs 
ofl'. 'l'he prisoner said he could not do it. Witness asked the surgeon to do it. 
The surgeon examined the man and said that he could not conscientiously take 
off but one. 'rhe man's leg became badly swollen, and witness believes the man 
died, as he three weeks afterwards buried a man whom he thought he recognized 
as the same. 

I have thm; hastily passed over the evidence touching this class of murders. 
I shall presently endeavor to individualize the instances mentioned and to recon
cile and unite the separated, and in some instances apparently complicated, cir
cumstances. But, before doing so, let me suggest that on the review of this 
evidence, while the testimony must be and ought to be subjected to the closest 
criticism and scrutiny, and while the court sbould be convinced, beyond a reason
able doubt, of the guilt of this accused, still I submit it as worthy of grave 
consideration that there are many circumstances peculiar to prison life, as it was 
at Andersonville, which make the ordinary test applied in tribunals of law for 
the verification of testimony altogether inappropriate in this case. The court 
will not forget that there existed at Andersonville a condition of affairs for which 
it would be impossible to tind a precedent. 'rhe prisonprs were deprived, to a 
great measure, of facilities for ordinary intelligence or for communication witb 
each otber and tbe outer world. 'rhey were subjected to the closest and most 
cruel confinement and discipline. Most of tbem were constantly racked with 
the pangs of hunger or disease, or engrossed from hour to hour in a struggle 
with death in which tbe odds were fearfully against them. 'l'beir companions 
were constantly dying around them, eitber from emaciation, disease, or acts of 
violence, so tbat, as the prisoners themselves have declared in the presence of 
the court, they became so habituated to these horrible surroundings, that tqe 
death of a comrade, under what would ordinarily seem the most frightful circum
stances, made in many cases butaslight impression upon tbeirminds; and certainly 
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they would not charge their memory with dates or circumstances, everl should 
they be able to fix the time, and it will be remembered that many of them 
state that they lost all knowledge of the days of the week and the month. 
Besides; they never expected to emerge from that scene alive, and never hoped 
that a day wonld come when their persecutor should be arraigned before a t;ibunal 
of justice, and they themselves be summoned a~ witnesses to his iniquitolls acts. 
It is not to be expected that, nnder these circul!lstances, witnesses should evince 
such precision as to dates and minute particulars al:l might be expected in an 
ordinary trial for the investigation of offences disturbing but rarely the tran
quillity of civilized society. A court of justice never requires higher evidence 
than the best of which the case will admit; for, as has well been remarked by 
a distinguisllCd legal writer: 

The rules of evidence are adopted for practical purposes in the administration of justice, 
and must be so applied as to promote the end for which they were designed. (1st Greenleaf's 
Evidence, sec. 83.) 

But I have nv apology to offer, no defence to make, for the testimony upon 
which the prosecution relies for the conviction of this accused under the charge 
now ueing examined. 

In every case where yon are asked to hold the prisoner responsible for the 
death of anyone of those in his custody, you will find the evidence direct, posi

• tive, and clear; you are not asked to find this prisoner guilty uponvagne, 
uncertain, doubtful testimony, but you are asked to apply the rules of evidence 
properly applicable to cases occurring under the peculiar circumstances to which 
we have alluded, always remembering that your dilty is to arrive at the trnth 
in the most direct manner possible. 

Without pretending to make an argument in this connection, desiring only to 
aid the court in determining the fact, I will try to arrange the evidence under 
this branch of charge second in chronological order. 

The first proof of injury by the dogs, where death resulted, was some time in 
the month of May, 1864. I have already cited, at some length, the testimony 
of the witnesses bearing upon thispoint, and willllOt recapitulate, but will merely 
refer the court to the witnesses. '.rhey are, William Henry J ennings,(p. 1246 ; 
manuscript, p. 545,) Bernard Garrigan, (p. 1351; manuscript, p. fi9S;) and James 
E. Marshall (p. 1714; manuscript, p. 766.) 

Another case which is clearly defined in the evidence occurred about the 11th 
of July, and is stated with some particularity of time, place, and circumstances, 
by a witness whom the court must remember as one of intelligence and candor. 
To his testimony I call esp·ecial attention. It has already been briefly cited, 
but I will give his language, at greater length. 

John L. Yonker, after having related the cir,cumst'ltlces as I have before given 
them, goes on to narrate (p. 2186; manuscript, p. 947) the death scene of his 
murdered comrade, and what occurred at the time, and from all the circumstances, 
together with the dying declarations of the unfortunate victim, we have pre
sented a clear case of murder. 

Q. Did he (the dying man) in that same conversation say anythiug-· as to how he had 
been injured? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. State what he said. . 
A. We questivned bim, and he replied, in a feeble voice, that he had got about 35 or 40 

miles, and was strongly purslled by the hounds; that ashe was very weak, coming out of 
the hospital, he tried to climb up a bush, but was pulled down by one of the hounds, and so 
disabled that he could proceed no further. We had to stir bim up once in a while, give him 
a regular shaking, so that he might e,nswer a few more questions, because he was expiring. 
I saw him after he was dead. 

Q. When was that? . 
A. Jnst a few days before the six raideTs were hung, wbich was on the 11th of July. 

The testimony of Joseph Adler and George Conway, hEretofore cited, cor
roborates, if that be necessary, the testimony of William Yonker. 
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Another case which stands out clearly in the evidence is that related by 'I'homas 
W. Way (p. 1256; manuscript, p. 552.) 'I'his witness, in company with two 
comrades, had made his escape. They were overtaken by the dogs. This is 
his t~stimony on that point: 

Q. Do you remember anything about a soldier being torn to pieces by hounds? 
A. Yes, sir; he was a young fellow, whose name I don't know; I knew him by the name 

of Fred. He was about 17 years old. When we heard the dogs eoming, I and another 
prisoner who was with me, being old hands, climbed a tree. He tried to do so, but he had 
not got up when the hounds caught him by the foot and pulled him down; and in less than 
three.minutes he was torn all to atoms. 

Q. Was Turner there? 
A. Turner was close behind; he got up just as the man was tom to pieces and secured 

the hounds, and we came down. 
Q. Did" Fred" die? 
A. Yes, sir; I should think so, he was all torn to pieces. 
Q. 'Vas any other of your number torn at the sume time? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. When was that occunence ? 
A. In the latter part of August, 1864, j11st before we were moved from Andersonville, which 

was on the 24th of August. 
Q. What did Turner say at the time? 
A. He said, "It is good for the son of a bitch; I wish they had torn yon all three to 

pieces." 

It would seem impossible to doubt a statement so clearly made and under cir
cumstances calculated to impress the incident indeliby upon the mind of the wit
ness. Corroborative of JliIr .Way, however, is the testimony of Samuel [l!'rank] 
Maddox, who says, (p. 1168; manuscript, p. 513,) that 'I'urner told him one 
day at the graveyard that he had let the dogs tear a man to pieces in the woods, 
which, from coincidence of time and circumstances, saems to be the same inci
dent as that given by Way. . 

The next case of murder by dogs, and as clearly defined as any previously 
given, is the one related by Dr. A. W. Barrows, who was on dnty in the hospital. 
He says, (p. 244; manuseript, p. 87 :) 

I remember a man making his escape from the hospital in July, and being overtaken. by 
the hounds. A large portion of his ear was torn off, and bis face mangled, and he was after
wards brought into the hospital. That man got well. This was in July or August, 1864. I 
do not remember the exact date. I remember also, that at the end of August, or in Septem. 
ber, 1864, a man who had been bitten badly by the dogs, in trying to malte his escape, was 
brought into my ward and died. The wound took on gangrene and he died. He was a 
Union prisoner. 

Q. Was he trying to escape from the stockade, or from the bospital ? 
A. I am not certain. 
Q. When did he die? 
A. I cannot state the exact date. It was either the last of August or the fore part of Sep

tember. . 
Q. How many days after he was torn by the dogs did he die? 
A.. Well, if my memory serves me right, I should say four or five days after. I know the 

wound took on gangrene and he died. 
Q. Did he die from the effects of the wound? 
A. Indirectly I think; he did not directly; it was from the effects of the gangrene. 
Q. Was the gangrene manifested in the wound or elsewhere? 
A. In the wound;. in no other part. He was bitten through the throat, on the side of the 

neck, and gangrene set in and he died. . 
Q. 'Vas the gangrene the result of the bite, in your opinion? 
A. Yes,	 sir; it was. , 

'l'his is confirmed b,y: the testimony of James P. Stone, already cited. Of 
the facts as presented by Dr. Barrows's testimony there can be no doubt. 
He was an officer on duty in the rebel hospital, and is a gentleman whose 
credibility has in no way been doubted. It might perhaps be urged on the 
part of the defence that as the witness states that the death of the prisoner 
occurred from gangrene directly, and from the wound indirectly, the benefit of 
the doubt thus raised mnst be given to the accnsed. Let me remind the court 
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of the law governing in such cases. It is laid down in 2 Starkie's Evidence, 
711, that-

It is sufficient in law to prove that the death of the party was accelerated by the malicious 
act of the prisoner, although the former labored under a mortal disease at the time of the act. 
And it is sufficient to constitute murder that the party die of the Ulou·nd given by the prisoner, 
although the wound was not originally mortal, but because so in consequence of negligence 
or unsldlful treatment. 

The evidence shows in tllis case that the patient died of gangrene ; that the 
gangrenous affection was confined to the wound; that he was not so affected 
before the wound, but was affected immediately afterwards; that he did not die 
of any other disease or malady. 

The fact, therefore, being clear that the death was occasioned or certainly 
accelerated by the wound, there is no other course left you but to find that the 
case stands in the same position as if the man had becn killed on the spot by 
the dogs. . .. 

We have thus presented a classified analysis of the evidence bearing upon 
the charge of murder by the use of the hounds. The only defence set up under 
this charge is given in the statement made by the accused to the court, and isan 
attempt to confound the prisoner" Frenchy" with all the instances given by dit~ 

ferent witnesses; and as it was shown in the evidence of the defence that 
" Frellchy" did not die, you are asked to conclude that this prisoner must be 
acquitted of this branch of the charges. 

Now, it has not been assumed at any time by the prosecution, nor was an 
attempt made to prove it, that the man" Frenchy," so called, was killed. The 
incident referred to by the defence was one occurring within plain sight of the 
post. '. 

The witnesses, Heath, Castlen, and Mohan, rebel officers, testified with regard 
to it early in the prosecution, and made the facts so clear that it is somewhat 
surprising that counsel would attempt to raisc a reasonable doubt in behalf of 
their client, by an attempt to confound this case with the numerous others so 
clearly and distinctly defined in the testimony. The court will bear with me a 
moment while I give, in this connection, a part of the.prisoner's own statement 
of the" Frenchy" occurrence; and I give it for the reason that it discloses a 
fact which has been persistently denied, that the hounds used were ferocious 
and dangerous to human life; and for the additional reason, that it shows, from 
the prisoner's own admission his control over tIle dogs and his responsibility for 
whatever injury resulted from their use. The language of his statement is this: 

"Frellchy" again effected his escape by jumping into a thicket near the creek. The matter 
was reported to me. lhad the dogs sent jor. They soon came on his track; he took to a 
tree; one of the pursuing party (not I) fired a pistol close to him t1 induce him to coine 
down, He was not hurt, but he dropped or fell from'the tree into a mud hole, when the dogs 
1'ushed upon him. Ijumped on the dogs and drove them off. 

Here, as elsewhere, it would have been safer and wiser for the accused to have 
rested his case upon the evidence without attempting explanations. 

In the next place, I will proceed to recite the evidence, as to cases of death 
from confinement in the .stocks and in the chain-gang. 

William Crouse (p. 1459; manuscript, p. 642) states that a few days before· the 
raiders were hung, which was the 11 th of July, a man died in the tent next to 
the one occupied by witness; that the death occurred the next day after being 
relieved from the stocks, in which he had been confined about two weeks with
out intermission. . 

George W. Gray (p. 2699; manuscript, p. 1157) testifies that he was in stocks 
the last of Augnst or the first of September, and that the third man from him
a sick man-died while in them; that the negroes took him out of the stocks 
after he was dead and hauled him away. . 

Nazareth Allen (p. 744; manuscript, p. 305) states that 111 August, 1864, 
he saw a man who died in the chain-gang or stocks; he thinks it was the stocks. 
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Ale:x;. Kennell (p. 1291; manuscript, p. 556) testifies that in February, 1865, 
a man was taken out of the stockade in the evening and put in the stocks and 
kept there all night, and that. he died in eight hours after being released; that 
the man said he was chilled till he was insensible. 

James P. Stone (p. 2212; manuscript, p. 956) testifies that he saw (he 
thinks it was some time in June) a man in the chain-gang, sick with chronic 
diarrhrea; that he w~s kept in the gang until it was impossibie for him to move; 
that he was taken out and left at the guard-house near the stocks; the band was 
left on his neck and the ball on his leg, and he died with these on him. 

James Culver (p. 2080; manuscript, p. 914) testifies that he saw twelve men 
in the chain-gang almost every day for a month or six weeks; one of them was 
very poorly, and looked as though he could hardly carry himself. Those in 
the gang complained about his being sick; he caused them a great deal of trouble 
by reason of his having diarrhrea. Witness afterwards saw the man out of the 
gang, but he still had the ball upon his legs and the band around his neck. He 
afterwards died in the guard-house. Witness saw the irons taken from him after 
he was dead. He died in three or four days after being taken out of the chain
gang. The witness thinks he died some time in July. 

In connection with this some testimony given by Heatb, Dillard, and Honey
cutt, rebel soldiers, who were on duty at Andersonville, may be pertinently in
troduced. 

J obn F. Heath (p. 780; manuscript, p. 317) testifies that in the month of 
. August; 1864, a man was sick in tbe cbain-gang and the gang objected to his 
being in it, because of his condition; that there were twelve men in the chain
gang. 

William Dillard (p. 803; manuscript, p. 328) testifies that in August he 
guarded the chain-gang one day and night, when twelve men were in it; one of 
them was very low, and had to go ont every five or ten minutes; that the others 
of the chaing-gang wanted him taken out ; that when the man was taken out, 
he could just stand up. 

Calvin Honeycutt (p. 824; manuscript, p. 336) states that he guarded the 
chain-gang for one or two days and nights; that one of the men was sick and 
the rest wanted him taken out. 

John Pasque (p. 1695; manuscript, p. 757) states that some time in July 
he saw a man put in the chain-gang, and saw his dead body after he was taken 
out. 

Robert'Tait (p. 2650; manuscript, p. 1133) testifies that on one occasion 
(he does not know the date) one man was put in the chain-gang when very sick; 
that he remained in it for about two days; tbat the surgeon told the prisoner 
that he had better take the man out; that the prisoner gave orders to have him 
released; and the next morning he saw him hauled away to the graveyard. 

The evidence here briefly recited presents two distinct murders by the use of 
the stocks and one by the chain-gang. 'rhe cases presented by William Crouse 
and George W. Gray (cases of death by the stocks) come directly within tbe 
general principles of law before cited. The witness Crouse, after narrating tIle 
circumstances, as heretofore briefly given, testifies as follows on cross-exami
nation: 

Q. Was there anything the matter with him besides being in the stocks? 
A. No, sir; he was a hearty man before he went there. 
Q. You did not see him in the stocks, outside? 
A. Yes, sir; when I went out to get some medicine. 
Q. How many times did you get out iu that way? 
A. I used to go out nearly every other day to get medicine. 
Q. Was not the doctor's place close to the gate?
 
A; Yes, sir; about twenty fee~ from it, at ~he upper end, the southwest end.
 
Q. Could you see the stocks from there? 
A. I could. 
Q. How far was it from where yon got the medicine to Captain Wirz's headquarters 
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A. About three hundred feet. 
Q. With nothing to obstruct the view? 
A. No, sir. * .;,. .jj. 

Q. And you saw the men in the stocks for two weeks, when you went out in that way?
A. Yes, sir. -)(0 *' 'l' *' "* 'x.'JI'o 

Q. How was that man injured who died? 
A. Weakness; he was starved. 
Q. Was he not starved instead of being hurt by the stoeks ? 
A. That was one tbing that killed him. 
Q. Was it not the principal tbing? 
A. Yes. 

, This occurred, as the witness states, abo'ut the time the raiders were bung. 
The evidence, it is true, does not present a case of death directly attributable 
to the stocks; 'but it is clear that death resulted from a conjunction of circum
stances, of which the stocks was one important element, all being theresult of 
the orders of the accused. It is immaterial whether the man died from the in
j l1ries inflicted by the stocks alone; the circumstances fully bring the case within 
the principle already cited, that" it is sufficient in law to prove that the death of 
the party was accelerated by the malicious act of the prisoner." The second 
case of this class is presented by the testimony of George W. Gray. The wit
ness had made his escape, was cal1ghtby the dogs and returned to the prison. 
He testifies, (p. 2698; manuscript, p. 1157:) , 

I was brought back to Andersonville prison and taken to Wirz's quarters. I was ordered 
by him to be put in the stocks, where I remained for four days, with my feet in a block, and 
a lever placed over my legs, with my arms thrown back, and a chain running across the 
arms. I remained four days tbere in the sun. That was my punishment for trying to get 
away from the prison. 

Q. Do you know anything about a person dying in the stocks? 
A. I do. At the same time a young man was placed in the stocks, the third man from 

me. He died there. He was a little sick when he went in and he died there. 
Q. Do you know his llame ? 
A. I do not; if I heard it, I have forgotten it. 
Q. When did this occur? 
A. That was about the last of August or the 1st of September, 1864. 
Q. Are you certain he died? 
A. I am. The negroes took him out of the stocks after he was dead, threw him into the 

wagon and hauled him away. 

This witness is strongly corroborated by the rebel soldier, Nazareth Allen, 
WllO (p. 744; manuscript, p. 305) testifies: 

Q. Do you know anything about a prisoner having died in the stocks? 
A. Yes, sir; one died in the chain-gaug or stocks, I WOll't be certain which, but I think in 

the stocks. ' 
Q. When was it'! 
A. I tbink some time in August, 1864. • 
Q. Do you know what was the state of his hcalth when he was put in ? 
A. I do not know what his sickness was. 
Q. 'Yhat was his appearance? 
A. He appeared to be sick when I saw bim. I saw him only once or twice; and after

wards I saw him dead. • " • • • 
Q. How long was this man confined in the stocks? 
A. I cannot say; there were scveral in the stocks. 
Q. Do you know for what this man was placed in the stocks? 
A. I do not; I think it was for trying to escape. 
Q. 'Yhere were these stocks or this chain-gang with reference to Captain Wirz's head

quarters? 
A. They were between Captain 'Yirz's headquarters and the stockade. 
Q. On the road you woulll take in going to the stockade? 
A. Yes, sir. 

In reference to this occurrence, Gray is 80 strongly corroborated by Allen that 
I do not deem it necessary to comment on the evidence more particularly. 

There il:l still another case of death by the use of the stocks, to which I ask 
your attention, as giving, besides the fact itself, proof that these punishments
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were continued until almost the time of breaking up of the prison. This is the 
case mentioned by Alex. Kennell, who says, (p. 1291; manuscript, p. 566 :) 

I have seen them (the prisoners) put in the stoeks. One speeial aet whic.h I know of 
occurred last February. In that case a man was taken out of the stockade in the evening, 
about 4 o'clock, and kept in the stocks all night. He was turned1into the,stockade the next 
morning at 9 o'clock, and he died in less than eight hours. He died in the stoekade. 

Q. What was the condition of the man when taken from the stockade?
 
A~ He was apparently as healthy as any prisoner in the stockade.
 
Q. What was done with him during the night? 
A. He was kept all night in the stocks, which were outside the stockade.
 
Q." Did he die from the effects of the stocks?
 
A. That was his supposition; it was a very cold night. 
Q. Did you talk with that man during his dying moments? 
A. Yes, sir; I talked with him an hour before he died. 
Q. With what belief was he impressed? 
A. He was impressed with the belief that he was chilled to death that night in the stocks. 
Q. Did he expect to die? 
A. He did not expect to live, from his eonversation ; he did not eat anything after he came 

int"o the stoekade. _ 
Q. What did he tell you? 
A. He told me that he was kept in the stocks from the time he was taken out until about 

8 o'clock in the morning. He was ehilled so thoroughly that night that hc was insensible. 
Q. Did you see him after he died? 
A. I helped to calTY him to the gate. 
Q. Did you know his name? 
A. No, sir; I did not know his name; I never inquired it; he belonged to a Pennsylvanilt 

regiment. 
Q. You are certain about the time? 
A. I am certain that it occurred about the 15th of Febmary, 1865. 

I come now to notice the deaths resulting from confinement in the chain
gang. There is some evidence of more than one death having occurred by 
these means; but aside from one instance the testimony is so vague and unsat
isfactory that I do not ask the court to consider it. 'rhere is one case, however, 
so clearly defined, so fully proved, as to admit of no doubt. This is the case, 
the court will readily remember, as occurring in the chain-gang of twelve. 
The facts in this case are given so clearly and by so many witnesses (a synopsis 
of whose testimony I have already presented) that the circumstances, I have 
no doubt, are fresh in the memory of the court; ane. I will therefore consume 
no further time by quoting particularly the evidence. The eye-witnesses of 
this occurrence, which seems to have been one of the most sad and cruel of the 
whole list, present an array of testimony which cannot be overthrown, aud which 
there has been no attempt on the part of thA defence to explain away. The 
witnesses fix this occnrrence about the time the raiders were hung. The tes
timony is given by James P. Stone, (p. 2212; manuscript, p. 956;) James 
[Jasper] Oulver, (p. 2080; manuscript, p. 914;) John }<'. Heath, a rebel soldier, 
(p. 786; manuscript, p. 317;) William Dillard, a rebel soldier, (p. 803; manu
script,p. 328;) Calvin Honeycutt, a rebel soldier, (p. 824; mannscript, p. 336;) 
John Pascol, [Pasque,] (p. 1695; manuscript, p. 757 ;) Robert Tait, (p. 2650; 
manuscript, p. 1133 ;) and James H. Davidson, (p. 933; manuscript, p. 384.) 

Before proceeding to notice the evidence as to the acts of murder committed 
immediately under the prisoner's orders or by his own hand, allow me to remark 
that the court, in considering these specific acts, will hardly overlook the con
firmatory evidence embraced in the testimony as to the general language and 
conduct of the accused towards the prisoners. I submit that his language and 
conduct, as exhibited in the testimony, furnish such evidence of malice as to 
raise a strong presumption of guilt. 

Wharton, in his Criminal Law, (p. 240,) speaks of the" presumption of guilt from 
declarations 0/ intentions and threats,f7"Oln 1vl~icli tlte presumption 0/guilt may 
be dmwn witl~ great strengtl~, when there is preliminary ground laid." 

On this principle, I maintain, the numerous well-proven declaratiolls and 
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threat" of the accused, evincing his utter indifference whether the prisoners lived 
or died; nay, his desire that they should die, and his ambition to compete with 
rebel generals in the field by killing off as many Union soldiers as possible, are 
justly to be viewed as confirmatory of the evidence in regard to the specific acts 
of murder laid to his charge. And as similar proof of malice on his part, raising 
a presumption of guilt against him in reference to specific murderous acts alleged, 
the court will not, I think, disregard the general evidence of his brutal treatment 
of prisoners, exhibiting toward them a malignity of temper of which murder would 
be but the natural outgrowth. The conduct and the expressions of the accused, 
as proved throughout the whole evidence, show a vindictively malicious feeling 
towards the prisoners, and this general malice is sufficient to furnish probable 
cause for the special acts of killing testified to by the witnesses, particularly as 
in almost every instance of killing the act itself was accompanied by declarations 
indicating strongly a malicious and wilful intent. 

In discussing the murders alleg'ed to have been committed under the prisoner's 
direct orders, the fi:'st case that claims attention is that in which the victim was 
a one-legged soldier, known among the prisoners as "Chickamauga." 'rhe 
court will pardon me for dwelling somewhat at length on this case, as it is one 
of those two which the prisoner has singled out as the only cases worthy of a 
serious attempt at defence in connection with the charge of murder. Some of 
the witnesses who narrate the facts of this occurrence are S. D. Brown, (p.457 ; 
manuscript, p. IS3 ;) O. S. Belcher, (p. 882; manuscript, p. 361 ;) J. R. Achiff, 
(p. 1089; manuscript, p. 471 ;) Th. Hall, (p. 982 ; manuscript, p. 408;) J. Adler, 
(p. 1215; manuscript, p. 532;) Gottfried Brunner, (p. 1333; manuscript, p. 
589;) O. B. Fairbanks, (p. 1023; manuscript, p. 430;) E. L. Kellogg, (p.1073; 
manuscript, p. 460 ;) A. J. Spring, (p. 716; manuscript, p. 293 ;) C. E. 'ribbles, 
(p. 2041; manuscript, p. 897;) J. E. Marshall, (p. 1716; manUEcript, p. 767 ;) 
A. A. Kellogg, (p. ] 319 ;) A. Henshaw, (p. 2553; manuscript, p. 1093;) Thomas 
N. Way, (p. 1259; manuscript, p. 554.) 

The accounts of this occurrence, given by these different witnesses with greater 
or less particularity, are entirely consistent as to the main facts, while as to 
unimportant particulars there is doubtless that slight variation which always 
characterizes accounts given by different eye-witnesses of the same occurrence, 
and which, as it excludes the idea of concerted falsification, is the strongest 
voucher for the good faith and veracity of those who testify. 

The essential facts which stand out clearly in this mass of testimony, so 
clearly that the prisoner himself, as I shall presently show, has been driven to 
a substantial admission of them, are, that a poor, demented cripple, whose 
imbecile condition was notorious in the stockade and among the guards, sought 
to be taken from the stockade that he might be protected from the indignation 
of some of his comrades, who charged that he had reported tunnels to the accused; 
that after some parleying on the part of Chickamauga with the guard, the pris
oner made his appearance, when Chickamauga asked him to be taken out of 
the stockade, stating the reason for his request; that the prisoner refused to 
take him out, and ordered the guard (who had shown an unwillingness to tre~t 
the poor cripple harshly) to shoot him if he crossed the dead-line; that he dld 
subsequently cross the dead-line, and the sentry, acting under the direct orders 
of the prisoner, shot him. Here, I submit, is a clear case of murder. . 

Beforfl going further, it is proper to remark contradictions in the testlmony of 
the witnesses to the Chickamauga affair appear only in thc statement of the 
prisoner, and cannot be discoyered by the closest scrutiny of t~e record. I~ is 
not a fact that two of the government witnesses represent the j:ll'1soner as ~a VIDg 
shot Chickamauga with his own hand; yet the prisoner's versl.on of t~e eVIdence 
would make us believe this; and the supposed conflict of t~stlmony IS urg:ed as 
an illustration of what he terms ,I the murky, foggy, indefinIte, and contradIctory 
testimony" of the prosecution. 
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I will give the prisoner's ingenious version of the testimony, and then, as COU7 . 

trasting romance with reality, I will present the evidence as given in the record. 
The prisoner says, (p. 4770; manuscript, p. 1944:) 
One witness, whom for his own sake I will not name, inasmuch as his statements must 

have been and were recognized by everyone who heard him as undeserving the least belief 
describes him (" Chickamauga") as a kind of weakly man. who, when I entered the stock: 
ade. one day, wormed around me, saying that he wanted to go out in the air; wherenpon 
Captain \Virz wheeled again, pulled out a revolver and shot him down. 

Now, the sober fact is, that this witness, in describing and characterizing the 
prisoner who was shot, mentions no circumstance which can warrant the sup
position that he intended to testify as to the Chickamauga affair. The evidence 
cited by the prisoner is from page 399, (manuscript, p. 150;) I read the coutinua
tion of the same narrative from page 400 : 

Q. Do you know who the man was that the prisoner shot·l 
A. He belonged to the 6th Missouri; they called him" Red" in the regiment. I knew him 

at Memphis. 

Again I quote the prisoner's statement, (manuscript, p. 1846 :) 
A still different version of this transaction is given in a more laconic and 

reckless style by another witness, (p. 936.) I will quote it: 
Q. Did you ever see Captain \Virz shoot any man? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When? 
A. About the first day of April, I think; shortly after he took command there. 
Q. State the circumstances of the shooting. 
A. Captain Wirz was coming in the south gate one day. A sick man, as I took him -to be

a lame man-asked Captain Wirz something. and Captain Wirz turned round 'and shot him. 

Here again no one has ever pretended that the case is identical with that of 
Chickamanga, the latter occurring in June and the former in ApriI. When the 
evidence of the record is treated in this manner, no wonder that it becomes, in 
tJle language of the prisoner's statement, "murky, fuggy, indefinite and contn
dictory." 

It is a little remarkable, too, that after having introduced one of these wit
nesses as being" reckless" in his style of narration and the other as " undeserving 
the least belief," the prisoner in a later part of his statement dismisses them 
both with a concession that they were sincere in their testimony, for he says, 
(p. 4776.; manuscript, p. 1948:) 

The two men who swore they saw me shoot the prisoner with my own hand were probably 
led to make that statement from having seen me draw my revolver in the manner I have 
described. 

Let me now notice the prisoner's own version of this Chickamauga affair-a 
version which he gives us as the solution of the so-c:tUed irreconcilable testimony 
of the prosecution. 'l'he facts, as the prisoner would have the court believe 

. them, and believing, accept as his exculpation, are given in his own language in 
this remarkable paragraph: 

Will the court permit me to make a s·tatement which may serve to explain all these con

flicting accounts of the death of poor Chickamauga? On the evning in question, the sergeant
 
or the officer of the guard came to my quarters and stated that there was a man within the
 
dead-line jawing with the sentry and refusing to go outside, and that there was a crowd of
 
prisoners around him and a good deal of disturbance. I rode my horse dOll'n to the stockade,
 
dismounted outside, and went in. There I found things as they had been described to me.
 
I went up to Chickamauga and asked him, in a rouO'h tone of voice, what the hell he was
 
doing there? He said he wanted to be killed. I to~k my revolver in my hand, and said in
 
a menacing manner that if that was all he wanted I would accommodate him. I scared him
 
somewhat and he was taken outside by some of the prisoners. I then in his presence, and
 
solely as a menace, told the sentry to shoot him if he came in again. I little thought that he
 
would come back or that his comrades would permit him, after their hearing the order, to go
 
once more across the forbidden line. I left the stockade, remonnted my horse, and was on
 
my way back to my quarters, when I heard the report of a musket. I hastened back and
 
ran up to the sentry-box from which the shot had been fired. There is the simple history of
 
the case, without any reserve or misrepresentation. The court, I am sure, will recognize all
 
the marks and evidences of tntth in it. It is consistent with itself and consistent with the
 
average line of the testimony.
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I confess that I was greatly surprised when this startling declaration was 
read for the first time in my hearing and in the presence of the court, three 
days ago. This explanation seems to me ·to admit so fully the guilt of the 
prisoner that if it were the mere hypothesis of counsel, adopted as the last resort 
of a desperate defence, I would decline to hold the prisoner responsible for such 
damning admissions, which I would be bound to believe his counsel had no 
authority to make. But here we have the solemn stlittJment of the prisoner, 
submitted without solicitation and after due deliberation. Oharged with the 
gravest criminality in reference to an occurrence which is attested by a score 
of witnesses, he volunteers his own explanation, which is. taken down from his 
lips, revised and signed by his own hand, and read before the court in his presence, 
with no attempt on his part at disavowal, when the impulse which prompted 
snch self.criminating candor had had time to give place to a circumspect reserve. 
Under these circumstances, I believe I am treating the prisoner with entire 
fairness when 1 ask the court to hold him responsible for his own words and let 
him be the witness of his own guilt. I submit that his explanation of this 
occurrence, so far from exculpating him, exhibits his Il;uilt scarcely less effectively 
than the evidence of the prosecutiop. 

'l'he main fact upon which the government insists is that the prisoner ordered 
the guard to shoo& Ohickamauga if he should cross the dead·line, and that in 
the act of crossing it, or immediately afterwards, this wretched imbecile what shot 
by the sentry in obedience to the prisoner's order. This is no& denied in the 
statement of the prisoner, but is there fully admitted. It is admitted that the 
prisoner (1 quote his own language) "told the sentry to shoot him if he came 
in again;" it is admitted that this order was obeyed by the sentry, and that 
thus Ohickamauga was killed. While conceding all this the prisoner seeks to 
shield himself under the allegation that the order Wl1S given" solely as a menace." 

Yet he does not pretend that he gave the sentry any reason to suppose that 
the order was not to be obeyed j he does not pretend that the act of the sentinel 
in shooting was anything else than the natural obedience of a subordinate to 

. his superior's order, whichhad every appearance of being imperative. When the 
guilty and murderous act is thus admitted, the criminal cannot seek refuge nnder 
his own allegation of an innocent intent, particularly when he acknowledges 
that that intent was hidden within the recesses of his own mind and found no 
shadowing forth at the time in words or acts, but was contradicted by both: 
The prisoner's allegation of an innocent intent cannot overcome the conclusive 
presumption of the law, that" a sane man contemplates the natural and probable 
consequences of his own acts." When the motive of a man arraigned for crime 
shall be taken from his own lips, in contradiction of the obvious tendency of his 
acts, courts of justice will have become obsolete. It is admitted that the order 
to shoot was given by the prisoner; it is admitted that that order was obeyed, 
and that thus" Ohickamauga" lost his life. The obedience of the sentry and 
the death which resulted were the" natural and probable consequences" of the 
prisoner's self-confessed act, and as I believe that the order for the shooting of 
" Ohickamauga" was unjustifiable and cruel, I see not how this court can do 
otherwise than declare that the prisoner, in this melancholy affair, incurred the 
guilt of murder. . 

Before leaving this subject, I cannot refrain from making a passlDg r~mark 
on the picture of the prisoner's brutality, as painted by his own hand; a plctlll'e 
in singular contrast with another self-portraiture embraced in the same state· 
ment. In recounting the" Ohickamauga" affair, the prisoner says: 

I went up to "Chickamauga" and I asked him, in a rough tone of voice, ." what the hell 
he was doing there?" He said he wanted to be killed. I took my revolver III my ha~d and 
said, in a menacing manner, that if that was all he wanted I wo\'ld accommodate lum. I 
scared him somewhat, and he was taken outside by some of the pnsoners. 



796 'i'RrAL 01<' HENRY WIRZ. 

How startlingly in contrast with this has the prisoner portrayed himself in 
another part of his statement. This is his language: 

I do trust that this enlightened court will bear with me in my humble effort to convince it 
that while commandant of the prison at Andersonville I was not the monster that I have been 
depicted as being; that I did not cause 91' delight in the spectacle of the sufferin.gs, woesand 
deaths of the Union prisoners; that I did not contribute to their sufferings; but that, on the 
contrary, I did what little lay in my power to diminish or alleviate them, anc1 tu prove that, 
although I have been represented as little less than afienc1, "Heavellleftsomercmnant of the 
angel still in that .poor jailer's nature." 

We are asked to believe that these two portraitures represent one and the 
same person. Hit be so, then unfortunate was' it for poor" Chickamauga" that 
his untutored mind did not comprehend that that fierce seeming man, who asked 
him in a rough tone of voice, "What the hell are you doing here," WIlS at that 
very moment yearning with compassion for his wretched condition. The poor 
crazy cripple little dreamed that the stern-spoken man, who, revolver in hand, 
said to him, " H you want to be killed I will accommoda,te you," was a "poor 
jailer," in whom the remnant of.the angel was struggling to exhibit itself under 
great difficulties, a lover of mankind, in a very embarrassing position, but doing, 
as he says, "what little lay in his power to diminish or alleviate the sufferings 
of those around him i" a John Howard, forsooth, whose compassionate heart 
prompted him, as he tells you, to take out of the stockade all the drummer boys, 
in order that the little fellows might, in the enjoyment of purer air and healthful 
exercise, have a better chance of being restored to their yearning mothers and 
sisters at home. Alas for poor" Chickamauga," that he did not whis.per in the 
ear of this rough-mannered philanthropist that he, too, crippled and insane though 
he was, had a yearning mother or sister at home. Who kaows but that the sug
gestion might have won for" Chickamauga" a happier fate. 

But the subject is too serious for satire. I submit that in the many features 
of this trial, showing with what abandon the prisoner gave rein to his malicions 
passions, the killing ofpoor " Chickamauga" is one of the most despicable and 
indefensible. The insane cripple had subjected himself to the wrath of his 
comrades, being led, by the promises of this accused, to turn traitor to them and 
disclose their means of escape. He had thrown himself upon the .protection of 
his murderer. He had alienated himself from all his companions, while he had 
done everything to commend him in the sight of the 'accused. Yet when fleeing 
from the just indignation of his comrades, which was so great that he even dared 
to trust his life in the hands of the guards, with death staring him in the face 
from the sentinel and from his outraged companions, he appeals to this accused, 
the only man who had the power to aid him in this terrible strait-the one of all 
others who was llflder an obligation so to do-and is rudely rebuffed by the man 
to whom he had rendered a service-brutally repulsed with a violence of man
ner and language which appears as vividly in the prisoner's own version of the 
transaction, as in that given by the witnesses for the prosecntion-:lnd is told to 
go back to this mob which is crying for his blood; or that if he did not do this, 
but remained within the dead.line, the sentry would shoot him. It was death to 
"Chickamauga" whichever way he went, and this accused must have known it, 
and must have intended it, else he would have led him out of that horrible place. 
With what conscience, then, can he ask you to believe him when he tells you he 
did not intend the death of "Chickamauga 1" 'I'his conrt, I submit, in view of 
the evidence, must hold the prisoner responsible for the death of that miserable 
creature. 

Having presented one of these cases at some length, on8 which I think will 
admit of no doubt, I will pass hastily o\'er the evidence bearing upon similar 
cases, giving a brief aualysis and reference to the testimony, leaving the court 
to arrive at its own conclusions. 

William Bull (p. 2276; manuscript, p. 977) testifies that on the 3d of J nne, at 
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the north gate, he saw a man shot; that the prisoner came in at the head of a 
detachment, put three guards on. the stoop, and ordered them to fire at the crowd 
to make them fall back; that one of the guards fired, and that the ball struck 
the man in the stomach, who was about 15 feet distant from the witness. 

W. W. Crandall [Patrick Bradley,] (p. 1904; manuscript, p. 849) states 
that on one occasion, he thinks it was in June, 1864, when the men were crowd
ing around the south gate, the prisoner was there and thought they crowded too 
much. He ordered the sentry on the outside of the gate to fire, and repeated 
the order three or foul' distinct times. The sentry fired and killed a man who 
was about five feet from the dead-line. 

Jacob D. Brown (p. 465 ; manuscript, 186) testifies that on the 27th of July 
he saw the prisoner in the sentry-box near the brook; some of the prisoners 
were there getting water, and men would accidentally reach under the dead-line. 
'l'he prisoner told the sentry if any man reached through the dead-line to get 
water to shoot him down. He had barely said the words when a prisoner reached 
through, and the sentry fired; the ball taking effect in the head, killing him 
instantly. Witness was close to him. 

Joseph Adler (p. 1211; manuscript, p. 532) testifies that some time in July 
the prisoner was standing in the sentry-box, when two or three men were at the 
brook after water; some got their hands beyond the dead-line, audthe prisoner 
asked the sentry why he did not shoot, as it was no matter whether the man's 
whole body was over the dead·line or only a part of it; that if lIe did nut shoot 
he would have him punished. The sentry thereupon shot the man in the right 
breast. He fell into the creek. 

Bernard Corrigan (p. 1346; manuscript, p. 506) testifies that a few days 
after the raiders were hung (which was on the 11th of July) a man was shot at 
the south gate. "We were going," he says, "for medieine; the man had two 
tin cnps in his hands. Wirz told the guard ifhe did not keep the men back he 
would take him off and punish him. He repeated it, saying' he had a gun. 
Wirz turned his back and started off, and the guard fired right among the crowd 
and shot this man." . 

Joseph R. Achuff (p. 1093; manuscript, p. 473) states that in July they were 
carrying sick me.n to the gate; there was a great crowd there. 'l'he prisoner 
told the sentry if the men did not keep back to blow them throu~h. The senti
nel had his musket against a man's stomach, and drew back and fired, and killed 
a man from Pennsylvania. 

Jacob D. Brown (p. 467; manuscript, p. 186) testifies that about the middle 
of August the prisoner ordered the sentinel to shoot men who were getting water 
from the brook, the men being much crowded. '.rhe sentry fired and a man was 
shot in the breast, the wound being fatal. 

Prescott Tracey (p. ] 417; manuscript, p. 627) states that in the month of 
August, 1864, he heard the prisoner order the shooting of a man who had just 
come in and did not know the rules and regulations; that he went to get a drink, 
and slipped and fell with his head about six inches over the dead-line; that the 
prisoner at the bar called to the sentry, "God damn your soul, why don't you 
shoot that Yankee son of a bitch 1" The guard fired, the ball striking the man 
in the head and coming out at the back of his neck. He died in the creek. (See 
also evidence of Charles E. Smith, (p. 2538; manuscript, p. 1085.) 

vVe come now to notice that class of murders committ.ed with the prisoner's 
own hands. I shall here, as elsewhere, avoid all argumentation and present as 
briefly as possible the evidence of the witnesses, leaving the conrtto determiue, 
in the light of the principles of law before ment.i~ ed, what amount of guilt 
attaches to this prisoner;

Your attention is called. first. to the deat.h of a Union prisoner by beating with 
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a pi$tol over the head, as given by the witness William Willis Scott. His evi
dence is as follows, (p. --; manuscript, p. :570 :) 

In one case, I was coming down after a bucket of water. I belonged way up in what they 
called the new stockade, on the north siJe. Captain Wirz was coming in; a sick man was 
sitting' on the side of the bank; he asked Captain Wirz if he could g'et out. Captain Wirz 
turned around, gave him a kind of a sour look, and said, "Yes, God damn it; I will let you 
ont," and with the revolver he struck the fellow over the head and shoulders several times.. 
The fellow went to his tent then. On the third morning', I think, I made it my business to 
go down and see him; he was dead; he had died the night before. 

Q. Did you see him?
 
A.. Yes, sir.
 
Q. Did he die from the effects of the beating' with the pistol? 
A. I suppose so. He was pretty badly brnised around the head and face. 
Q. With what did Captain Wirz beat him? 
A. I think it was the butt of the revolver which he had in his hand. 
Q. Which hand did he use? 
A. I don't remember. 
Q. Did he knock the man down?
 
A.. Yes, sir; he knocked him down the first blow.
 
Q. When was that? 
A. I think it was abont the 25th or'26th of August, 186t. 
Q. Can you g'ive the man's name? 
A. No, sir; I did not inquire abou~ that; I just came down to see if he was much the 

worse for his treatment; and I did not inquire any further. 

This witness is uncorroborated by any testimony presented, unless the evidence 
given by Patrick Bradley (p. 1899; manuscript, p. 848) may refer to the same 
circumstance. 

I leave it for the COllrt to determine whether the accused shall be found guilty 
under this testimony. There are given, with certainty, time, place, and circum
stance. '1'he beating is shown to have been wanton, cruel, and malicious, and 
wholly unprovoked. '1'he only element necessary to make the crime complete is 
the proof that death was the result of the wounds inflicted. Whether this mayor 
may not be inferred from the circumstances as narrated by the witness, the court 
must be the sole judge. 

The prisoner is also charged with the murder of a soldier, by stamping upon 
and kicking him so as to cause his death. The evidence in support of this 
allegation is given by Martin E. Hogan, (p. 525; manuscript, p. 216 :) 

I saw Captain Wirz, at the time the prisoners were being moved from Andersonville to 
:\lillen, take a man by the coat-colIar because he could not walk faster. The man was so worn 
out with hunger and disease, that if he had got the whole world I do not thInk he could 
move faster than he was moving. Captain Wirz wrenched him back, and stamped upon him 
with his boot. The man was borne past me, bleeding from his mouth or nose, leannot say 
which, and he died a short time afterwards. 

Q. 'When you speak of Captain Wirz, you mean the prisoner there? 
A. I mean the man silting there, (pointing to the prisoner.) 
Q. Have you any doubt of his identity? 
A. Not at all, sir; I should know him anywhere. 
Q. About what month was that? 
A. The prisoners commenced to move from there from the 5th to the 8th of September. 

1864, and it was inside of a week from that time; it was some time in the early part of Sep
tember; I cannot say within two or three days what date it was. 

The character of this witness, his intelligence and his facilities.for observation, 
must impress the court with the fact that his testimony is entitled to more than 
ordinary weight. It requires no exercise of imagination, nor a resort to improba
bilities, to justify the conclusion of guilt, remembering the character of the 
accused and his many acts of cruelty, which furnish confirmatory evidence not 
to be overlooked. 

Another murder laid to the charge of this prisoner, as perpetrated by his own 
hand, is described by George Conway, (p. 2240; manuscript, p. 965,) who tes
tifies : 

A. I saw a man shot one day: he came down after water; no one was allowed to put their 
head or any part of their body under the dead-line. This man, probably not being acquainted 
with the rules, as many of them were not, who came,in there after the rules were read, put 
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his hand in uncleI' the dead-line to get a cup of water, and the cup dropped from his hand. 
He put his hand in under the dead-line to raise it up again, and Captain Wirz shot him, the 
ball taking effect in his head; he died almost instantly. (To the court.) Captain Wirz 
shot him; he was standing in the sentry-box. 

Q. When did tbis occur? 
A. 'Veil, it was about the time the raiders were IlUug; I could not say whether it was 

before or after. 
Q. It was about that time? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you certain you recognize Captain 'Virz 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You knew him well at that time? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know what kind of a gun he had iu his hand? 
A. He had a revolver, I believe. 
Q. You state that Captain Wirz shot him; tell the COllrt the circumstances. 
A. Tbose were the circumstances. He was getting a cup of water out of tbe brook, when 

the cup dropped from his hand. . . 
Q. Do you know the name of that man? 
A. I do not; I never saw the man before till I saw him that time. 
Q. Did he die? 
A. Yes, sir, he died? 

The testimony of this witness on other point;;, as upon this, is clear and dis
tinct, so much so tbat tbe coullsel on cross-examination seemed to tbink it 
unnecessary to interrogate the witness with regard to this very important part 
of his testimony. He is uncontradicted, and must be believed. 

'I.'he next instance of this kiud to which your attention is called id given in 
the testimony of Felix De la Baum, (p. 1927 to 1933; manuscript, p.S59.) I 
do not desire to discriminate among witnesses, as it might imply that some are 
entitled to greater credit than others. Disclaiming any such intention, I still 
must remind the court of the character of this witness, his mallner of testifying, 
and the ail' of truth and candor with wbich he told his story. U pOll this point 
I give bis testimony entire and without comment. 

A. On the 8th of July I arrived at Andersonville, with 300 or 400 other prisoners, most of 
them sick "nd wonnded. We were brought up to Captain Wirz's headquarters; were drawn 
up in line, four ranks deep, and kept there for a considerable length of time, without any 
business being transacted. The guards had orders to let none of us go to the wlj,ter. One of 
the prisoners was attacked with epilepsy or fit.s; he fell down; some of his friends or neigh
bors standing near him ran down to the creek after water. . 

Q. By permission of the guard? / . 
A. I don't know; I suppose so; because the guard was lied up by the thumbs for permit

ting them to do so. First I heard a shot fired, without seeing who fired it. After hearing 
that shot fired, I looked down to the left, and I saw Captain Wirz fire two more shots, wound
ing two men. Oue of them was carried up neal' his headquarters, and in my opinion he 
was in >t dying condition. 

Q. Wbat became of the otber ? 
A. He was wounded too; but I did not see him again. 
Q. Did you eYer see him afterwards? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How were the men wounded? 
A. The_one who was carried up near the headquarters was wounded somewhere ill the 

breast. 
Q. 'Vhat kind of a weapon had Captain ""Virz in his haud ?
A. A revolyer. 
Q. How near were you to bim ? 
A. I was perhaps 2U paces distant from him; I am not positive abuut the distance. 
Q. How far was the prisoner when he shot? 
A. Not very far. 
Q. You are certain you saw Captain Wirz discharge the pistol ill his hand? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did tbe man who was brought up to the headquarters die? . . . . 
A. I did not., myself, see him die; but he was evidently in a dYlllg condItIOn, Judgmg by 

his appearance. I never saw him again; we were not a!lowed to speak to the guard, and 
I could not make any inquiries. . . ' 

Q. Do you remember any language used by Captain ""Virz on that occaSIOn 1 . 
A. He asked the lien tenant of the guard, "Where is the guar~ who .allowed thIS. man to 

fall out of the ranI,s?" The guard was poinled out, and Captam Wlrz ordered hIm to be 
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ti!ld up by the thumbs for two hours. After this, Capt.ain Wirz pointed out the man, and 
said, "That is the way I get rid of you damned sons of bitches." 

Q. Was anything said as to the purpose for which the men left the ranks and went towards 
the brook? 

A. I myself saw the man fall down; he had epileptic fits, and I was informed that the men 
ran after water for him. We had not received any water all night; they kept us all night in 
tbe cars; on tbe way down from Macon to Andersonville we had no water. When we 
passed the creek we wished to get some water, but we were not allowed to have any. ""Ve 
were kept at the headquarters of Captain Wirz for about two hours, without receiving II 
drink. We were then divided into squads and trausported into the stockade. 

Q. Wben you were ordered into the stockade, was the man who had been shot stilllyiug 
there, or had he been carried out? 

A. I was taken out with four other men to be put into the 71 st detachment, aud was shortly 
afterwards taken away from the headquarters into the stockade. 

Q. State whether you have any means of judging whether the man died from that gun
shot wound. . 

A. All that I can state is, that he was, in my opinion, in a dying condition. I judged so 
from his heaving up and down, and from his gasping for breath. I have seen mllny nlen on 
the battlefield in the same condition, and they always died shortly afterwards. 

Q. Where was the wound? 
A. The blood was running out from his breast, or the middle of his body, somewhere. 
Q. Did you hellr anything about it afterivllrds? 
A. All I heard of it was from a rebel sergeant-I think his name was Colby-he said the 

man died. 
Q. When did he tell you that? 
A. Some time after I was in the stockade. 

There is evidence given by Hugh R. Snee (p. 2430; manuscript, p. 1041) 
of a donble murder committed outsidc the stockade, on the way from the stock
ade to thc depot, and which occurred a little after dark, the victims being Union 
pJisoners, who were attempting to make their escape among those going out for 
exchange. 

The circumstances, as given by this witu'.lss, (p. 2430; manuscript, 1041,) 
are, that in September, 1864, when somt" men were going out for special exchange, 
there were two men belonging to an Iowa regiment who fainted between the 
prisoner's headquarters and the depot; they fell out of the ranks, and a man ran 
back and wanted to know why they came out. They said they wanted to get 
out of prison. A man said, "I will help you out damned soon." The witness 
heard six discharges from a pistol, and heard a cry as if some one was hurt. 
Presently a rebel officer, he thinks a lientenant, coming along, remarked, " It 
was a brutal act." Some one asked him who it was, and he said, "'I'he captain." 
He also said, "One of them is dead." 'Witness thonght it was Oaptain Wirz's 
voice which he heard through the crowd, but could not state positil·ely. 

'.rhere is still other testimony of murders committed by the hand.of this pris
oner, as given in the testimony of Willis Van Buren (p. 1802; m'l.uuscript, 
p. 802) and James H. Davidson, (p. 936; manuscript, p. 386.) I desire only 
to call the attention of tbe court to the teetimony of the witness Snec, and the 
two first named, as pearing upon this branch of the case, without venturing to 
express an opinion as to the gnilt uf the prisoner. 

'.rhere is still onc other case of deliberate murder by the hand of this accused. 
It is that related by Geerge W. Gray, (p. 2700; mannscript, p. 1158.) The 
court will remember that during the examination of this witness there occurred 
on'e of the most impressive episodes of this trial, which must not be overlooked 
or forgotten in judging of the truth or falsehood of George W. Gray's narration. 
He has been severely attackcd by the priSOnel" in his statement to the court, 
although no contradicting evidence was introduced and no circumstances given 
which could raisc a reasonable doubt for the benefit of this accused. .I call the 
attention of the court to the entire evidence of this witness in relation to the 
occurrence. He testifies, (pp. 2700-1-2-5-6-7; manuscript, p. 1158 :) . 

Q. Do you know anything about the prisoner having shot It prisoner of war there lit any 
time? . 

A. He shot a young fellow named William Stewart, a private belonging to the 9th MlU
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nesota infantry. He and I went out of the stockade with a dead body, and afttlr laying the 
dead body in the dead.house, Captain 'Wirz rode up to us and asked by what authority we 
were out there. Stewart said we were there by proper authority. Wirz said no more. but 
drew a revolver and shot the man. After he was killed the guard took from his body about 
$20 or $30, and Wirz took the money from the guard and rode off, telling the guard to take 
-~~~ ,

Q. Are you sure about that 1 
A. If I was not I would not speak it. 
Q. By whose orders did you come out with the'dead body 1 
A. It was my determination, I don't know whether it was Stewart's or not, to get away 

again. For that reason we went out; we begged for the body. 
Q. Do you know whether that was the time that Lieutenant Davis had something to do 

what the prison 1 
A. I recollect now that Lieutenant Davis ordered the sergeants of each detachment to 

detail men to carry out of the stockade the dead bodies of men belonging to that detach
ment. 

Q. State what Captain Wirz had in bis hand when he shot tha.t soldier. . 
A. He had a revolver, whether a navy pistol or not I don't know; it was a large pistol. 
Q. How near was he to him 1 
A. About eight feet from him, I think. 
Q. Where did the ball take effect in your comrade 1 
A. In the breast. He died right there where he was shot. 
Q. Were you at the time attempting to make your escape? 
A. No, sir; but it was my intention to do so if I could. I was not attempting it at that 

time, nor was Stewart. 
Q. How far were you from the deltd-house 1 
A. About 50 yards-about half the distance from the stockade to the delLd·house, a little 

off and to one side of it. 
Q. You do not know whether Lieutenant Davis had Ii partial cQmmand there 1 
A. I think that in September Cll.ptain Wirz was relieved temporarily by Lieutenant Davis 

on account of ill-htlalth, for about two weeks, probably. ' 
Q. Of the fact of Wirz committing this particular offence you are certain? 
A. I am, sir. . 
Q. When testifying with reference to the man on the white horse, you said something 

about not being able to identify him; had you any difficulty afterwards in identifying Cap
tain Wirz1 

A. The £rst time I knew such a man in the prison I heard Lieutenant Davis ,call his name 
at the gate. He said, "Captain Wirz comtl down this way." I looked at the man and 
asked the boys if he was not the commander of the Andersonville prison. ' 

The judge advocate called upon the prisoner to stand up for identification. 
The prisoner, who was lying on a lounge, partly raised himself, turning his 

face to the witness. 
Q. Do you recognize that man as the person who shot your comrade 1 
A. That is the man. 
The prisoner :;tttempted to say something in contradiction of the witness, but 

was not permitted by the court. The judge advocate requested the prisoner to 
stand upon his feet. ' 

The prisoner having complied with the judge advocate's request, the witness 
looked.at him and said, "I think that is the man." 

Q. The prisoner whom you have been talking about, you were in the habit of recognizing 
in the prison as Captain Wirz 1 ' 

A. Yes. '
 
Q., Do you recollect whether the man who shot your comrade had a foreign'accent 1
 
A. I took him to be a German or a foreigner by his talk, for this reason, when I was put 

in the stocks he said to me, "Gott mm you, I fix you." For that reaSlln I took him to be '& 

foreigner, or a Dutchman. 
'This impression of the scene, (one of the most remarkable occurring during 

the trial,) as the witness Gray confronted the murderer of his comp~nion, was 
such as this court and all who were present will never forget. The WItness was 
cautioned to be careful. and told that it was a very seri,lUs matter about which 
he was to speak; but there was no trepidation, no hesitation" no doubt dis~ 
coverable in his manner, and I think all who heard him mnst have felt that he 
spoke only the truth when he said," that is the man." You are told on the 
part of the defence that this witness is not to be believed, and among the reasons 

H.Ex. Doc. 23--51 
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it is urged that on cross-examination he said that he thought the prisoner rode 
a roan horse, while the general testimony is to the effect that the prisoner usually 
rode a gray mare, and that he afterwards saw him on a sorrel horse. I would 
remind the court that Mr. Gray i8 not the only person who describee the prie
oner as riding a roan horse, and I need hardly remind counsel so prolific of 
negative evidence, that men who usually ride gray horses have been known to 
ride sorrel horses. 

Another reason urged why Gray's story is not to be believed is, that it is 
improbable. A complete answer to this is fQund in the conduct of this accused' 
towards the prisoners of war in his custody. No act of brutality was improbable 
with him, no provocation was needed, but, like the iufamous Vargas, killing with 
him was but a pleasant recreation, and seemed the businese of the ho~r. 

Again you are told that Gray ie not to be believed becauee he mentioned a 
circumstance of cruelty (the bayoneting of eoldiers) which wae brought out 
by no other witness. Is this so surprising a fact that this court muilt reject the 
whole evidence of a witness otherwise supported? This whole record has been 
made up, not by calling a f~w witnesses who narrate all that occurred at Ander
sonville, but by calling very many. each of whom brings with him the knowl
edge of facts which, from the very necessities of their surroundings, were not 
always in the possession of others. Gray's statement of the cruel bayoneting 
of our soldiers at Andersonville is entirely consistent with the treatment they 
met from the beginning to the end of that horrible prison. 

" I insist, gentlemen, that the evidence of GeorgeW. Gray is entitled to your 
highest consideration, and although it alone fixes upon the prisoner at the bar 
guilt which can only be expiated by the highest punishment known to the law, 
you cannot resist the proof. 

I have thus" without regard to the evidence under charge first, presented the 
evidence under charge second, as spread upon the record, showing that this 
accused, while acting as commandant of the prison at Andersonville, deliberately, 
wantonly, and maliciously destroyed the lives of 18 prisoners of war in his cus
tody. I confess myself too much overcome with the melancholy details of this 
trial and the frightful disclosures to d w.ell longer on so sad a theme. If th18 
accused still answer that, admitting the facts charged, he did these things in the 
exercise of authority lawfully conferred upon him, and that what he did was 
necessary to tlle discipline and safety of the prisoners, I answer him in the lan

.guage of Lord Mansfielil, given in an important case: 
In trying' the legality of acts done by military officers in the exercise of their duty, par

ticularly beyond the seas, where cases may occur without the possibility of applicatio1.l for 
propel' advice, great latitude ought to be allowed, and they ought not to suffer for a slip of 
form, if their intention app~ars, by the evidence, to have been upright. It is the same as 
when complaints are broug-ht against inferior civil magistrates, such as justices of the peace, 
for aets done by them in the exercise of their civil duty. There the principal inquiry to he 
made by a court of justice is, how the heart stood, and if there appear to be nothing wrong 
there, great latitude wiII be allowed for misapprehension or mistake. But, on the other 
hand, if the heart is wrong, if crnelty, malice and oppression appear to have occasioned or 
aggravated the imprisonment, or other injury complained of, they shall not cover themselves 
with the thin veil of legal forms, or escape, under the cover of a justification the most tech
nically reg-ular, from that punishment which it is your province and your duty to inflict on so 
8candalous an libuse of public trust. (Wall VB. MacNamara.) , 

May it please the court, I have hastily analyzed and presented the evidence 
nnder charge second. If we have not travelled through the history of tllOse 
long weary months of suffering, torture, starvation, and death, and become 
familiar with each day's roll of those who passed away, the mind could not 
contemplate this last though briefer roster of the dead without feelings of 
utmost horror. Mortal man has never been called to answer before a legal tribu
nal to a catalogue of crime like this. One shudders at the fact. and almost 
doubts the age we live in. I would not harrow up your minds by dwelling fur
ther upon this woeful record. The obligation yon have taken constitutes you 
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the sole judge of both law and fact; I pray you administer the one anddecide 
th.e other, meting out to th~s~ involved ~n this crime of the universe' all justice. 
WIthout fear, favor, or partIality, and Without regard to position high or low of 
those proved guilty.	 ' , 

N. P. CHIPMAN 
Col. and Additional Aide-dc-Camp, Judge' Advocate. 

WIRZ'S ABILITY TO USF. BOTH HIS ARMS.' 

OCTOBER 24, 1865. 
At the request of counsel for the accused, Dr. C. M. Ford and Dr. John G. 

Bates made, in the presence of the court, an examination of the physical condi
tion of the prisoner. 

By consent of the judge advocate, 
Dr. C. M. FORD was called as a witness for the llefence, and being duly sworn, 

'was examined as follows:	 ' 

By COUNSEL: 

Q. State what is your position; 
A. I am acting assistant surgeon in the army of the United States, in charge 

of the hospital at the Old Capitol. 
Q. Have you, during some time past, been in the habit of seeing the pris

oner 1 
A. Yes, sir; since June, I believe, ever since his imprisonment, he has been 

under my care when sick. 
Q. Have you during that time examined his right arm, and have you el(am'

ined it to-day? 
A. Yes,sir. 
Q. What do you :find to be the present condition of his arm? 
A. It is swollen and inflamed, ulcerated in three places; and it has the appear

ance of havinl?; been 1 ·oken. In addition to that, I believe that portions of both, 
bones of the arm ead. . 

Q. State your\ lsionalopinion as to the strength of his arm in its present 
condition? Wou be capable with that arm of pushing or knocking down a 
person, or using a\ ~avy or even a light instrument in doing so 1 

A. I don't kno" t I ean answer that question entirely. I don't know 
how mnch strength has in the arm; but I should think him incapable of' 
knocking a man, or ing a very heavy instrument of any kind, without doing. 
great injury to the a . 

Q. Have you examined also the prisoner's leJt shoulder 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. State what you found to be its condition. 
A. There is a very large scar ou the left shoulder, and a portiou-about half,_ 

I should suppose-the outer half of the muscle of the shoulder. The deltoid 
muscle is entirely gone-I suppose from the wound; it has been carried away" 
only the front part of the muscle of, the shoulder remaining. ' 

Q. How does that influence the strength of the arm 1 
A. It prevents in a great measure the 'action of the deltoid, mnscle, the use' 

of which is to elevate the arm., It would prevent the perfect elevation of the• 
. arm.	 It has no influence at all on the flexion of the arm at the elbow, or strik_ 
ing out with the fore-arm from the elbow; it does not have any material effect,: 
as to that. , 

Q. How do you :find the :fingers of the prisoner's right hand 1 . 
A. I believe that two :fingers, the little :finger and the Iiext, are shghtly con

tracted; not permanently so, I believe. I am not positive, 'but I think I could; 
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A. I have fhe advantage of Dr. Ford in having seen the prisoner at Ander
. sOllville; but while there I never examined him professionally. I noticed on 
several occasions that he had difficulty in using his right arm. I never inquired 
what was the matter. As I stated some time since, he was feeble in September, 
1864, and did not look like a man enjoying the best of health. The impression of 
some of the medical gentlemen at Andersonville (you can take it for what it is 
worth) was, that there was in his system a constitutional syphilitic taint. For 
that reason, I asked him to let me examine his shanks. '1'here is, it seems to 
me, an intermingling of the scorbutic and syphilitic taint. When this first 
manifested itself I do not know. I agree with Dr. Ford in all that he has said; 
there is nothing from which I would dissent. I concur in hi~ opinion in refer
ence to the left shoulder, the destruction of a portion of the deltoid muscle, and 
also in his opinion in reference to the right arm, the inability to use it with auy 
considerable degree of force in lifting or striking. He could not use the right 
arm very extensively, without injury to the bones, which are partially dfstroyed. 

By the JUDGE ADVOCATE: ' 
Q. May not a man disabled in the arm so that he cannot strike out straight, 

without danger of injury to himself, be still able to use a pistol with great effect 
by exercising the wrist? 

A. In the case of injury or partial destruction of the main muscle of the 
shoulder, he might use the arm from the elbow; but the upper portion of the 
arm would remain partially inactive. 

By COUNSEL: 
Q. Would it cause the prisoner any pain if he should use a pistol or any in

strument, by striking from the elbow with his right arm 1 
A. I should think so; considering the condition of the bones and the ulcera

tion, it might be a serious injury to them. 

FINDINGS AND SENTENCE. 

The court, being cleared for deliberation, and having matm'ely considered 
the evidence adduced, find the accused, Henry Wil'z, as follows: 

Of the specification to charge I, "guilty," aftet' amending said specification 
to read as follows: 

In this, that he, the said Henry Wirz, did combine, confederate, and conspire 
with them, the said Jefferson Davis, James A. Seddon, Howell Cobb, .Tohn H. 
Winder, Richard B. Winder, Isaiah H. White, W. S. Winder, W. Shelby Reed, 
R. R. Stevenson, S. P; Moore, --- Kerr, late hospital steward at Andersou
ville, James Duncan, Wesley W. Turner, Benjamiu Harris, and others whose 
names are unknown, citizens of the Uoited States aforesaid, and who were then 
engaged in armed rebellion against the United States, maliciously, traitor@usly, 
and in violation of the laws of war, to impair and injure the health and to destroy 
the lives, by subjecting to torture.and great suffering, by coufining in unhealthy 
and unwholesome quarters, by exposing, to the inclemency of winter and to the 
((ews and burning suns of summer, by compelling the use of impure water, and 
by furnishing insufficient and unwholesome food, of large numbers of federal 
prisoners, to wit, the numbet' of about forty-five thousand soldiers in the military 
service of the United States of America, held as prisoners of. war at Anderson
ville, in the State of Georgia, within the lines of the so-called Confederate States, 
on or before the 27th day of March, A. D. 1864, and at divers times between 
that day and the 10th day ·of April, A. D. 1865, to the end that the armies of 
the United States might be weakened and impaired, and the insurgents engaged 
in armed rebellion against the United States might be aided and comforted; 
and he, the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military service of the so-called 
ConfederateStates, being then and there commandant of a military prison at 
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Andersonville, in the State of Georgia, located by authority of the so-called 
Confederate States, fo[' the confinement of prisoners of war, and, as such com
mandant, fully clothed with authority, and in duty bound, to treat; care, and 
provide for such prisoners, held as aforesaid, as were or might be placed in his 
custody, according to the law of war, did, in furtherance of such combination, 
confederation, and conspiracy, maliciously, wickedly and traitorously confine a 
large number of prisoners of war, soldiers in the military service of the United 
States, to the number of about forty-five thousand men, in unhealthy and un
wholesome quarters, in a close' and small area of ground. wl1011y inadequate to 
their wants and destructive to their health, which he well knew and intended; 
and while there ~o confined, during the time aforesaid, did, in furtherance of his 
evil design and in aid of the said conspiracy, wilfully and maliciously neglect to 
furnish tents, barracks, or other shelt8l', sufficient for their protection from the 
inclemency of winter and the dews and burning sun of summer j and with such 
evil intent did take and cause to be taken from them their clothing, blankets, 
camp equipage and other propert-yof which they were possessed at the time of 
being placed in his custody j and with like malice and evil intent did refuse to 
furnish or cause to be furnished food either of a quality or quantity sufficient to 
preserve health and sustain life; and did refuse and neglect to furnish wood 
sufficient for cooking in summer and to keep the said prisoners warm in winter, 
and, did compel the said prisoners to subsist upon unwholesome food, and that 
in limited quantities, entirely inadequate to sustain health, which he well knew; 
and did compel the said prisoners to use, unwholesome water, reeking with the 
filth and garbage of the prison and prison-guard, and the offal and drainage of 
the cook-llOuse of said prison; whereby the prisoners became greatly reduced in 
their bodily strength and emaciated and injured in their bodily health; their 
mind's impaired and their intellects broken; and many of them, to wit, about 
the number of ten thousand, whose names are unknown, sickened and died by 
reaeon thereof, which he, the said Henry Wirz, then and there well knew and 
intended; and so knowing and evily intending, did refuse and neglect to provide 
proper lodgings, food, or nourishment for the sick, and necessary medicine and 
medical attendance for the restoration of their health, and did knowingly, wilfully, 
and maliciously; in furtherance of his evil designs, permit them to languish and 
die from want of care and proper treatment; and the said Henry Wirz, still 
pursuing his evil purposes, did permit to remain in the said prison, among the 
emaciated sick and languishing living. the bodies of the dead. until they became 
COl'l'Upt and loathsome, and filled the air with fetid and noxious exhalations, 
aud thereby grea-Iy increased the unwholesomeness of the prison, insomuch 
that great numbers of said prisoners, whose names are unknown, sickened and 
died by reason thereof, And the said Henry Wirz, still pursuing his wicked 
and cruel purpose, wholly disregaraing the usages of civilized warfare;did at the 
time and place aforesaid maliciously and wilfully subject the prisoners aforesaid 
to cruel, unusual and infamous punishment, upon slight, trivial and fictitious 
prctences, by fastening large balls of iron to their feet, and binding llumbers of 
the prisoners aforesaid closely together with large chains around their necks and 
feet, so that they walked with the g-reatest difficulty; and being so confined, 
were subjected to the burning rays of the sun, often without food or drink, for 
hours and even days, from which said cruel treatment numbers whose names 
are unknown sickened, fainted, and dird; aud he, the said Wirz, did further 
cruelly treat and injure said prisoners by maliciously tying them up by the 
thumbs, and wilfully confining them within au instrument of torture called the 
stocks, thus depriving them of the use of their limbs, and forcing them to lie, 
sit, and stand for many hours without the pow,er of changing position, and being 
without food or drink, in consequence of which many, whose llames are unknown, 
sickened and died; and he, the said Wirz, still wickedly pursuing his evil pur
pose, did establish and cause to be designated, within the prison enclosure con
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taining said prisoners, a " dead-line," being aline around the inner face of the 
stockade or wall, enclosing said prison, and about 25 fet't distant from and within 
said stockade; and having so established said dead-line, which was in some 
places· an imaginary line, and in other places marked by insecure and shifting 
strips of boards, nailed upon the top of small and insecure. stakes or posts, he, 
the said Wirz, instructed the prison guard stationed around the top of said stockade 
to fire upon and kill any of the prisoners aforesaid who might fall upon, pass over 
or under or cross the said dead-line, pursuant to which said orders and instruc
tions, maliciously and needlessly g'iven by said Wirz, the said prison guard did 
fire upon and kill a number of said prisoners; and the said Wirz, still pursuing 
his evil purpose, did keep and use ferocious ani! blood-thirsty dogs, dangerous 
to human life, to hunt down prisoners of war aforesaid who made their escape 
from his custody; and did, then and there, wilflllly and maliciously sufter, incite 
and encourage the said dogs to seize, tear, mangle, and maim the bodies and 
limbs of said fugitive prisoners· of war, which the said dogs, incited as aforesaid, 
then and there did, whereby a number of said prisoners of war who, during the 
time aforesaid, made their escape and were recaptured, died; and the said Wirz, 
still pursuing- his wicked purpose, and still aiding in carrying out said conspiracy, 
did cause to~be used for the pretented purposes of vaccination impure and poisonous 
vaccine matter, which said impure and poisonous matter was then and there, by 
the .direction and order of said Wirz, maliciously, cruelly, and wickedly, deposited 
in the arms of many of said prisoners, by reason of which large numbers of th·em 
lost the use of their arms, and many of them were so injured that they soon 
thereafter died; all of which he, the said Henry Wirz, well knew and maliciously 
intended, and, in aid of the then existing rebellion against the United States, 
with the view to assist in weakening and impairing the armies of the United 
States, and in furtherance of the said conspiracy, and with the full knowledge, 
consent, and connivance of his co-conspirators aforesaid, he, the said Wirz, then 
and there did. 

Of charge I, "guilty," after amending said charge· to read as follows: 
Maliciously, wilfully and traitorously, and in aid of the then existing armed 

rebellion against the United States of America, on or before the 27th day of 
March, A. D. 1864, and on divers other days between that dayana the tenth 
day of April, 1865, combining, confederating and conspiring together with J ef
ferson Davis, James A. Seddon, Howell Cobb, John H. Winder. Richard B. 
Winder, Isaiah H. White, W. S. Winder, W. Shelby Reed, R. R. Stevenson, 
S. P. Moore, -- Kerr, late hospital steward at Andersonville, James Duncan, 
Wesley W. Turner, Benjamin Harris and others unknown, to injure the health 
and destroy the lives of soldiers in the military service of the United States, 
then held and being prisoners of war within the, lines of the so-called Confeder
ate States and in the military prisons thereof, to the end that the armies of the 
United States might be weakened and impaired; in violation of' the laws and 
customs of war. 

Of specification first to the charge II, "guilty," adding the words" or about" 
immediately before the phrase" the ·ninth day of July." 

Of specification second to charge II, "guilty," 
Of specification third to charge II, "guilty," after striking out" June," and 

inserting instead" September" 
Of specification four to charge II, " not guilty." . 
Of specification five to charge II, "gnilty," after striking out the phrase" on 

the thirtieth day," and inserting instead the phrase, "on or about the twenty-fifth 
day." 

Of specification six to charge II, "guilty," after striking out the word "first," 
and inserting" fifteenth," and also striking out the phrase" on the sixth day," 
and inserting instead the phrase" on or abnut the sixteenth day." 

Of specification seven to charge II, "guilty," after striking out the word 
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"twentieth," and inserting instead the word" first," and also after inserting " or 
about" immfldiately before the phrase" the tweuty-fifth day." 

Of specification eight to charge II, "guilty." 
Of specification nine to charge II, "guilty." 
Uf specification ten to charge II, "not guilty." 
Of l:'pecification eleven to charge II, "guilty," after striking out the word 

" first," and inserting instead the word" sixth;" after striking out also the phrase 
" incite and urge" and the phrase" encouragement and instigation." and by adding 
the words "or about" after the WOl'd " on," where it last occurs iu the specifica
tion; and also after striking out the phrase "animals called bloodhounds," and 
inserting the word" dogs;" and also striking out the word" bloodhounds" where 
it afterwards occurs, and inserting the word" dogs;" and also striking out the 
words" given by him." 

Of specification twelve to charge II, " guilty." 
Of specification thit·teen to charge II, ., not guiLty." 
Of the second charge, " guilty." 
And the court do therefore sentence him, the said Henry Wirz, to be hanged 

by the neck till lIe be dead, at such time and place as the President of the U uited 
States may direct, two-thirds of the members of the court concurring herein. 

LEW. WALLACE, 
Major General and President Com. 

N. P. CHIPMAN, 

Col. and Add. A. D. C., Judge Advo~ate. 

And the court also find the prisoner, Henry Wirz, guilty of having caused the 
death, in manner as alleged in specification eleven to charge II, by IIieans of 
dogs, of three prisoners of' war in his custody and soldiers of the United States, 
one occurring on or about the 15th day of May, 1864; another occurring on or 
about the lIth day of July, 1864; another occurring on or about the 1st 
day of September, 1864, but which finding as here expressed has not and. did 
not enter into the sentence of the court as before given. 

LEW. WALLACE, 
Major General and President ifCom. 

N. P. CHIPMAN, 

Col. and Add. A. D. C., Judge Advocate. 

REPORT OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU O~· MILITARY JUSTICE, 

October 31, 1865. 
To the PRESIDE:'<T : 

Henry Wirz was tried by a military commission, convened at Washington. 
D. C., on the 23d day of August, 1865, by order of the President of the United 
States, on the following charges and specifications. 

[Here follow the charges and specifications.] 
Upon being arraigned, the prisoner's counsel submitted the following pleas: 

1st. 'l'hat he ought not to be held or tried, for any cause, by the government of 
the United States, because, according to the terms of tbe surrender of the rebel 
General Johnson, under whose command he was serving at the time, it was 
agreed that all officers and men should be permitted to return to their homes, 
not to be distnrbed by the United States authorities so long as they observed 
their obligations and the laws in force where they resided. 2d. That he shou~d 
not be held to trial, or in'custody, because. at the time of his arrest he was III 

the enjoyment of his liberty, and was promised by Captain Noyes, of Major Gen
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eral Wilson's staff, that he should not be held as a prisoner, but that after giving 
such verbal information to General Wilson as he was able, he should have a 
safe conduct to his home, which promise was violated. 3d That the commis
sion had no jurisdiction to try him for the offences charged; also, that he had • 
been on the 21st of August arraigned and put on trial before the same tribunal 
on the same charges, and could not be tried or " put to answer" a second time 
therefor. Also, that the charges and specifications were too vague and indefi
nite, and did not make out an offence, punishable by the la\vs of war. 

All these pleas were discussed at length on both sides, and were, after delib
eration, properly overruled by the commission. 

A plea of "not guilty" to· both charges and specifications thereto was then 
made by the prisoner. 

The investigation of the matters alleged against the prisoner then commenced, 
and continued until the 21st day of October, during which time 148 witnesses 
for the prosecution and defence were examined, and a large amount of docu
mentary evidence found in the official papers captured at Andersonville, and 
among the rebel archives at Richmond, was introduced. 

One of the counsel for the defence then asked for an adjournment of two 
weeks at least to enable him to prepare an argument. 

The commission first decided to adjourn ten days, and upon his further peti
tion, twelve days, for this purpose. He, however, declared that it was insufficient 
time, and thereupon announced that he would submit the case without remark. 
After an adjournment of four days, an elabol'ate statement of the pl"isoner was 
submitted, which was prepared by him, with the aid of an able assistant, (the 
chief reporter of the trial, who shows himself familiar with all the material facts,) 
which goes over the whole case in explanation of certain acts averred. and in 
denial of the proof or truth of all the others. 

The closing address of the judge advocate immediately followed; and there
after the court, it appears, having maturely considered the evidence adduced, 
found the accused, Henry Wirz, as follows: 

[Hllre follow the findings· and sentence of the court.l 
It is not necessary for the purposes of this review to go into an elaborate dis

cussion of the question involved in the findin~s on the first charge. ]i'rom the 
document of the proceedings, containing more than 500 pages, presenting a mass 
of evidence bearing upon these questions. no brief summary can be made which 
would do justice to the subject. The argument of the judge advocate sets forth 
an able and exhaustive examination of the material legal points raised and proof 
established by the trial, and forms a part of the record. It may be relied on as 
giving It fnll and just exposition of the matters which entered into the deliber
ations of the court, and, as particularly applicable to this branch of the case, 
reference is respectfully invited to pages 4838 to 5148. 'l'he opinion is expressed 
that the conspiracy, as described in the findings above recited, was clearly made 
out, and that the conclusions arrived at by !he court could not, in the light of the 
evidence this records contains, have been avoided. 

Language fails in an attempt to denounce, even. in faint terrors, the diabolical 
combination for the destruction and death. by cruel and fiendishly ingenious 
processes, of helpless prisoners of war who might fall into their hands, which 
this record shows was plotted and deliberately entered upon, and, as far as time 
permitted, accomplished by the rebel authorities and their brutal underlings at 
Andersonville prison. Criminal history presents no parallel to this monstrous 
conspiracy, and from the whole catalogue of infamous devices within reach of 
human hands, a system for the murder of men more revolting in its details could 
not have heen planned. Upon the heads of those named by the court in its 
findings the guilt of this immeasurable crime is fixed, a guilt so fearfully black 
and horrible, that the civilized world must be appalled br the spectacle. 
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There remains yet to be noticed the matter involved in the second charge.' 
The homicides alleged to have been committed under this charge, and which the 
court fouud were committed, are of four classes: First. Those cases of death 

~ which resulted from the biting of dogs. (Specification II.) Second. Cases of 
death which resulted from confinement in the stocks and chain-gang. (Specifica
tions 5,6,7.) Third. Cases of prisoners killed by guards, pursuant to direct 
orders of Wirz, given at the time, (Specifications 8, 9, 12.) Fourth. Cases of 
prisoners killed by Wirz's own hand (Specifications 1, 2,3.) 

That all the deaths embraced in these four clases resulted from the causes 
arid in the manner set forth in the specificatiill1S, is, conceived to' be very clearly 
established by the evidence adduced 'by the prosecution, and it is not deemed 
necessary, in the absence of any contradictory testimony directly bearing on 
these instances, to recite the evidence applicable to each, except, it may be, briefly, 
that relating to the fourth class, (Specifications 1, 2,3,) and some acts of a simi
lar character. 

The testimony supporting the fil:st specification is that of Felix de la Baume, 
a Union soldier, who states, that on or about the 8th of July, 1864, he was 
one of a detachment of prisoners taken to Wirz's headquarters to be enrolled, 
before being sent into the prison; that one of his comrades was attacked with 
epilepsy, and some of his companions, by permission of the guard, ran to the 
creek for water; that he, the witness, heard a shot fired, and, on turning, saw 
Wirz fire two more, wouuding two, prisoners, one of whom the witness never 
saw nor heard of afterwards; and the other of whom he saw carried up to Wirz's 
headquarters, in a dying condition, the wound being in the breast. 

There is also the testimony of George Conway, who states, that on or about the 
11th of July, 1864, he saw Wirz shoot a Union prisoner within the stockade as 
he was stooping to pick up his cup, which had fallen under the dead-line, and 
that the man died almost instantly. 

Which of these two cases (either being, it ,is ,conceived, sufficient to sustain 
the allegation) the court relied on, does not, of course, appear. ' 

In support of the second specification, Martin E. Hogan testifies, that some 
time in September, when the prisoners were being removed from Andersonville 
to Millen, he saw Wirz take a prisoner, who was worn out with hunger and 
Jisease, by the coat-collar, and, because he could not walk faster, wrench him 
back and stamp upon him with his bo.)ts; that the man was borne past him 
(witness) bleeding from his mouth and nose, and died in a short time. 

The third specification is supported by the testimony of George W. Gray, 
who states, that about the middle of September, 1864, he and a comrade named 
William Stewart, a private belonging to a Minnesota regiment, went out of the 
stockade, in charge of a guard, to carry a dead body, and that after laying it in 
the dead-house they were on their way back to the stockade, when Wirz rode 
up to them and asked, "by what authority they were out there;" that Stewart 
replied, they were out there by proper authority; whereupon Wirz drew his re
volver and shot Stewart, the ball taking effect in his breast and killing him' 
instantly; and that the guard then took from his body some twenty or thirty 
dollars, which Wirz received and rode away. 

Further evidence in regard to Wirz killing certain prisoners was presented, 
but the dates given by the witnesses show the murders to have been other than 
those alleged in the specifications. They will be referred to as illustrating the 
character of the prisoner, and establishing a frequency and repetition of like 
crimes. 

James H. Davidson testified, that in April, as he remembered, Wirz came 
into the stockade one day, and a lame man went up to him and asked him a ques
tion, whereupon Wirz " turned around" and sl!ot l!im, and he died. 

Thomas O. Alcoke states that one day (the witness seems to have no know
ledge or recollection of dates) Wirz came into the stocka~e and a man asked of 
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him permission to go out and get some fresh air; that Wirz asked him what he 
meant, and that after a few more words had passed between them, Wirz 
"wlweled around," pulled. out a revolver and slwt lp:m down, the ball taking 
effect in his breast, and death occurring about ,three hours afterwards. It also 
appears by this witness, that when he remonstrated, Wirz told him he "had 
better look out, or he would be put in the same place," and that soon after Wirz 

. came in with a gnard and put him ill irons. 
Hugh R. Snee testified, that some time in September, 1864, a party of Union 

prisoners were to be exchanged under an arrangement between General Sherman 
and the rebel Hood; that they were taken from the stockade after dark, as the 
heat in the day w~,s so great that the men wonld have fainted; that none but 
able-bodied men were selected, it being stated when they were called out, that 
anyone who could not walk 18 miles a day would be shot; that notwithstand
ing this, the men were so allxious to escape imprisonment that some too weak 
to perform the day's travel came out. The witness states that three, who 
belonged to some western regiments, were able to go but a sllort distance, before 
they fainted and fell ont of the ranks, and were pushed one side by ,the gnard ; 
that thereupon a man ran back, and speaking in a voice he tllOugl~t at tlte time 
to be that 0/ Capta7'n Wirz, wanted to know why they were there; that they 
replied, they wished to get out of prison; wh~reupon this man said, " I'll help 
you out, God d.amn you." Witness then heard "ix pistol. shots, followed by a cry 
as if some one was hurt, "and immediately after, a rebel lieutenant came past 
remarking that it was a brutal act;" "that one of them was dead," and when 
asked "who did it," replied, "the captain." 

'1'he most prominent features of the defence under this second charge will now 
be considered: 

An attempt was made to prove that during the whole of August an,I parts of 
July and September the prisoner was sick and confined to his bed, and could 

'not have committed the crimes charged to him in thos~ months. In his state
ment to the court, however, he made no reference to his' absence-doubtless for 
the reason that the testimony was of too general an'd loose a character to set up 
as contradictory to the explicit statements of numerous witnesses as to the dates 
wilen the crimes recorded in the finding were committed, corroborated as those. 
statements were, by official papers. bearing his signature, showing that at differ
ent times during those months he was in the performance of his ordinary func
tions as commandant of' the prison. 

It was claimed that deaths resulting from the use of dogs, in the capture of 
escaped prisoners, were not crimes fastened upon Wirz, he not being present at 
the pursuit and therefore not responsible. But it appears to have been the fact 
that this use of dogs was under Wirz's special direction; that the pursuit of 
prisoners was in many instances initiated under his immedhite orders, and in 
some cases captures were made under his personal supervision. It was also 
clearly proved that a part of each pack were ferocious dogs, dangerous to life, 
so as to make it probable that the' men on whose track they were sent would 
be killed. A man overtaken by these beasts, and desiring to surrender. could 
not, by coming to a stand, save his life; the instinct of the dogs was for human 
blood, and to surrender to them was death. A most shocking illustration will 
ue given. Two soldiers had escaped, but were overtaken; the party who 
captured them returned with but one, (who was so mangled that he tlied,) and 
the chief of the party, known as '.rurner, exulted in accounting for the other, 
stating that they allowed the dogs to tear him in pieces, and left him in the 
woods. 

As applying to the question of criminal responsibility involved in this class 
of homicides, the judge advocate referred the court to the well settled principle 
of law, that it is not essential that the hand of the party should be the immediate 
occasion' ofthe death, but that if it be shown that means were used likely to 
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occasion death, and which did so occasion it, the party using such means is to 
be held responsible fOl' the consequences. 

There is but one of this class of homicides which enters into the findings of 
"guilty," under this charge. A discussion of the legal points involved is con
ceived to be needless, inasmuch as the charge is sustained by a conviction on 
nine other distinct allegations of murder. 

As to the deaths resulting from the use of stocks and chain-gangs. the defence 
urged that the men were placed therein for the purposes of discipline; that they 
were commonly used for such purposes, and that their use at this place was 
attributed to those higher in authority than Wirz, to whose orders he was 
subject. Upon this point it is to be observed that prisoners were put in these 
instrnments of torture as punishment for having escaped, or having made attempts 
to escape from their captors, which attempts, whether successful or not, it was 
their l'ight and duty as prisoners of war to make. Any punishment inflicted 
upon them, therefore, by their captors was a violation of the laws of war, and 
deaths resulting from such unlawful punishment are murders. 'l'his would be 
the judgment of the law apart from some of the peculiar circumstances which 
surround "these crimes, and which so decidedly indicate their true character, 
prominent among which is the often declared animus of the prisoner, showing 
conclusively that iu these and kindred barbarities he was deliberately seeking 
to sacrifice the lives of his victims. It wag shown that these stocks and chain
gangs were under Wirz's immediate and direct control; that he exercised full 
authority in committing prisoner8 to both. While it may be and probably is 
the fact that his action in this matter was sanctioned by the rebel Windel' when 
he was on duty at that place, it does not relieve the prisoner of responsibility 
for the resnlt. 

Relating to the three homicides embraced in the third class, the prisoner 
, makes no special defence, except as to the killing of the man known as Chick

amauga. He urges in his final statement, that his order to the guard to shoot 
thi~ mall was only intended as a menace. It is clear, however, from the tes
timony, that his order in this case, as in the others, was peremptory, and, 
according to his own version, it was not a command that could be construed by 
any subordinate as merely a menace; moreover, it was distinctly proved to 
have been accompanied by a threat that he would shoot the guard'if the guard 
did not shoot this crippled soldier. He states further, and it is so fonnd by the 
record, that this poor man desired to be killed, it would seem, because he was 
suspected by his comrades of having given information to the prison-keepers of 
some attempts of prisoners to escape from the stockade. 'rhis_ fact, however, 
in no degree palliates his murderous guilt. 

Of the homicides embraced in the fourth class (those committed directly by 
his own hands) the prisoner's statement notices but one, that of Stewart, sworn 
to by the witness Gray. It is asserted that the testimony of this witness is a 
pure fabrication. There is nothing found in the examination of the record which 
casts a doubt on his veracity, and the court seem to have discovered nothing in 
his manner on the stand to raise the question of his credibility. 

As to all those cases not heretofore specially mentioned, the defence insists 
that the allegations wel'e too vague and indefinite, and that the testimony 
is insufficient to sustain them, and also that it is altogether improbable that 
such murders could have been committed without coming to the knowledge 
of various witnesses, who stated that they had never heard of such crimes 
at Andersonville. No evidence being" submitted which contradicts the concur
rent and explicit statements of the witnesses who gave posilive testimony of 
their perpetration, these murders are fastened to Wirz's hands. 

Many points were raised by both sides relatIng to the admission of ~vide~ce 
as the trial progressed. These were fully debated at the time. No dlscnsslOn 
of them here is deemed necessary, it not being found that competent proof 



813 TRIAL OF HENRY WIRZ. 

material to the prisoner's defence on the specific offences of which the court 
pl'onounced him guilty was excluded. 

.Much latitude seems to have been given him. He was allowed to show special 
/lcts of kindness to prisoners, and to introduce declarations made by himself in 
explanation of his acts. Letters and official reports, and oral testimony of his 
personal eIfOl"ts, offered as indicating his interest in, and a care for, the comfort 
of the prisoners, were also admitted. It is shown that every witness asked for 
by the defence was subpoonaed, except certain rebel functionaries. who, for 
reasons stated at the time, did not appear on the stand. But the juilge advocate 
proposed that if the counsel for the defence would set forth, according to the 
common rule by affidavit, what he expected and ltad reason to believe any wit
ness who did not so appear would testify, it would be admitted of record that 
such witness would so testify. This proposition was not accepted. One hun
dred and six witnesses were subpoonaed for the defence, of whom 68 reported, 
but 39 of these, many of them soldiers of our army, and sufferers at Anderson
ville, were discharged by the prisoner's counsel without being put upon the 
stand. 

A review of the proceedings lead!\ to the opinion that no prejudice to the legal 
rights of the prisoner can be successfully claimed to have resulted from any 
decision which excluded testimony he desired to introduce. The trial is believed 
to have been conducted in accordance with the regulations governing military 
courts, and the record presents no error which can be held to invalidate the pro
ceedings. 

'l'he annals of our race present nowhere and at no time a darker field of 
crime than that of Andersonville, and it is fortunate for the interests alike ofpnblic 
justice and of historic truth, that from this field the veil has been so faithfully 
lind so completely lifted. All the hOlTors of this pandemonium of the rebellion 
are laid bare to us·in the broad. steady light of the testimony of some 150 wit
nesses who spoke what they had seen and heard and snffered, and whose evidence, 
given under oath aud subjected to cross-examination and to every other test 
which human experience has devised for the ascertainment of truth, must be 
accepted as affording an immovable foundation for the sentence pronounced. 

The proof under the second charge shows that some of our soldiers, for mere 
attempts to escape from their oppressors, were given to ferocious dogs to be 
torn in pieces j that others were confined in stocks and chains till life yielded 
to the torture, and that otheJ's were wantonly shot down at Wirz's bidding or 
by his own hand. Here in the presence of these pitiless murders of unarmed 
and helpless men, so distinctly alleged and proved, justice might well claim the 
prisoner's life. There remain, however, to be contemplated crimes yet more 
revolting, for which he and his co-conspirator~ must be held responsible. The 
Andersonville pl'isOll records (made exhibits in this case) contain a roster of 
over thirteen thousand (13,000) dead, buried naked, maimed, and putrid, in one 
vast sepulchre. Of these, a surgeon of the rebel army who was on duty at this 
prison, testifies that at least three-fourths died of the treatment inflicted on them 
while in confinement; and a surgeon of our own army, wlio was a prisoner there, 
states t.hat four-fifths died from this cause. Under this proof, which has not 
been assailed, nearly 10,000, if not more, of these' deaths must be charged 
directly to the account of Wirz and his associates. This Widespread sacrifice 
of life was not made suddenly or under the influence of wild, .uugovernable ·pas
sion, but was accomplished slowly aud deliberately, by packing upwards of 30,000 
men, like cattle, in a fetid pen-a mere cesspool, there to die for need of air to 
breathe, for want of ground on which to lie, from lack of shelter from l:'un and 
rain, and from the slow, agonizing pl'ocesses of starvation; when air and space 
and shelter and food were all within the ready gift of their tormenters. 'Fhis 
work of death seems to have been a saturnalia of enjoyment for the prisoner, 
who amid these savage orgies evidenced such exultation and mingled with them 
such nameless blasphemy and ribald jests, as at times to exhibit him rather as 
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a demon than a man. It was his continual boast that by these barbarities he 
was destroying more Union soldiers than rebel generals were butchering on the 
battle-field. He claimed to be doing the work of the rebellion, aad faithfully, 
in all his murderous cruelty and baseness, did he represent its spiIit. It is by 
looking upon the cemeteries which have been filled from Libby, Bella isle, Salis
bury, Florence, and Andersonville, and other rebel prisons, and recalling the 
prolonged sufferings of the patriots who are sleeping there, that we can best 
understand the inner and real life of the rebellion, and the hellish criminality 
and brutality of the traitors who maintained it. For such crimes human power 
is absolutely impotent to enforce any adequate atonement. 

It may be added, in conclusion, that the court before whicht he prisoner was 
tried was composed of officers high in rank, and eminent for their faithful ser
vices and probity of character, and that several of them were distinguished for 
their legal attainments. The investigation of the case was conducted throughout 
with patience and impartiality, and the conclusion reached is one from which 
the overwhelming volume of testimony left no escape. It is recommended that 
the sentence be executed. 

J. HOLT, 
Judge Advocate General. 

. ORDER OF THE PRESIDENT. 

[General Court-martial Orders No. 607.] 

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GE:"ERAL'S OFFICE, 
. Wasltington, November 6, 1865. 

1. Before a military commissiou which convened at 'WaRhington, D. C., 
August 23, 1865, pursuant to paragraph 3, Special Orders No. 453, dated 
August 23, 1865, and paragraph ] 3, Special Orders No. 524, dated October 
2, 1865, War Department, Adjutant General's Office, Washington, and of which 
Major General I ..ewis Wallace, United States volunteers, is president, was 
arraigned and tried Henry Wirz. 

[Here follow the charges, specifications, findings, and sentence.) 
* * * * * * * 

II. The proceedings, findings, and sentence in the forego!ng case ~aving been 
submitted to the President of the U uited States, the followmg are Ins orders: 

EXECUTIVg MANSION, November 3, 1865. 

The proceedings, findings, and sentence of the cou~"t i? the withi.n ease are 
approved, and it is ordered. that the sentence be carrIed I.nto executIo~, by the 
officer commanding the department of Washington, on FrIday, the 10th day of 
November, 1865, between the hoUl's of 6 o'clock a. m. aud 12 o'clock noon. 

ANDREW JOHNSON, President. 

III. Major General C. C. Augur, commandin~the department of Was.hington, 
is commanded to cause, the foregoing sentenl'.e, 111 the case of Henry WIrz, to be 
duly executed, in accordance with the President's order. 

IV. The military commission, of which Major General Lewis Wallace, United 
States volunteers, is president, is hereby dissolved. , 

By command of the President of the United States: 
E. D. TOWNSE ND, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 
Official: 

E. D. 'TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 
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LETTER OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 
REPORTING THE EXECUTION AND BURIAL O.I!' HENRY WIRZ. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 

Washington, D. C., November 11, 1865. 
SIR: I have the honor to report that the sentence and orders of the ,President 

in the case of Henry WiI'z, as promulgated in General Court-martial Orders No. 
607, dated War Department. Adjutant General's Office, Washington, November 
6, 18M. have been duly executed (between the hours of 10 and 11 a. m.) yes
terday, November 10, and his body has been interred by the side of Atzerodt, 
in the arsenal grounds. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
'C. C. AUGUR, 

Major Gen. Vols., Commanding Depa?·tment. 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL of the Army. 
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