40TH CONGRESS, } SENATE, { REr. Com,
2d Session. No. 131.

L

IN THE SENATE OF TIIE UNITED STATES.

JUNE 17, 1868,—Ordered to be printed.

Mr. WiLLEY, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, submitted the
following

REPORT.

The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred Senate reso-
lution of the 12th of February last, instructing said committee to inquire into
the facts connected with the forcible ejection from the cars of ¢he Alexandria
and Washington railroad of ome of the employés of the Senate, on account
of race, on Saturday, the Sth of February, 1868, and also instructing sasd
committee to inquire what legislation, if any, is necessary to protect the rights
of passengers on said road, have had the same under consideration, and beg
leare to make the following report:

First. The facts in the case.

To ascertain these, the committee called before them and examined the fol-
lowing witnesscs, to wit: Jedediah H. Lathrop, Seth Becdy, George Downing,
B. H. Hines, Thomas Norflect, Qscar A. Stevens, Kate Brown, and Alexander
T. Augusta. Their evidence is hereunto appended.

This evidence will show the facts referred to, to be substantially as follows :
The name of the employ¢ was Mrs. Kate Brown, the colored woman in charge
of the ladies’ retiring-room of the Senate. It appears that on the 8th of Febru-
ary last she purchased at the office of zaid road, in Washington city, a ticket to
go to, and return from, Alexandria. When she was about to take her seat in
the cars at Washington, on the day last aforesaid, a man on the platform, whose
name was unknown to her, told her to “take the rear car;” but without reply-
ing she went into what was called the ladies’ car, and without interruption or
molestation proceeded to Alexandria. There do not eeem to be any regulations
in force at the depot in Washington, making any discriminations against persons
on account of race or color, in taking or occupying seats in the cars.

When Mrs. Brown came to the platform at the depot in Alexandria, for the
purpose of getting on the cars to return to Washington, about 3§ o’clock p. m.
of the same day, and was about entering a car, a policeman in the employment
,of said railroad company, by the name of Meade, commanded her to go into the
forward car. She replied, «“This will do,” and thereupon proceeded so far as
to get just inside of the door of the rear car, when, after some parleying with
said policeman, in which he used gross and abusive language to Mrs, Brown, he
seized her and attempted by force to cject her from the car. She resisted his
efforts to do 8o, and the policeman called another person to his assistance who
also laid hold on her; a protracted scuffle ensued, and she was finally thrust
violently from the car. A stranger, Mr. Hince, then took her under his pro-
tectiou and procured for her « seat in the furward car, in which she came back
to Washington. In this scuffle she received several severe contusions on her
body and limbs, and became so seriously indisposed as to take her bed immedi-
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ately after her return, Hewnorrhages ensued, aud it beeame necessary to call
in medical arsistance, and she remained for a long time under medieal treatment.
The character and extent of her injuries are deseribed in detail in the deposi-
tiona of herself and her physician herewith filed.

The regulations of said road, in refercnce to the seating of passengers at
Alexandria, are stated by Ozcar A. Stevens, who claims to be oune of the lessces
of said road, in his deposition, as follows:

I have directed this man Meade, (the policeman aforesaid,) while in our employ, to direct
colored people to take one car, and the white people to take another ear.  Our curs are all
mannfactured alike; there is no difference in them. Fur the purposs of preserving order
and having everything agreeable and satisfactory, I believed it advantageous not only to the
road, but to the people generally, to have that system,  The rear car, coming from Alexandria
to Washington, is intended for white people, gentlemen and ludies; the forward car for colored
people ; and rice versa, going down.

It is proper to state that the aforesaid policeman, who c¢jected Mrs. Brown
from the car, has since been dismissed from the gerviee of the company.

Second. What legislarion, if any, is necessary to protect passengers on said
road ?

_ In reply the committee beg leave to refer to section 1 of an act entitled “An
act to extend the charter of the Alexandria and Washington Railroad Company
and for other purposes,” approved March 3, 1863. This section is as follows:

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Awmerica in
Congress assembled, That the Alexandrin and Washington Railroad Company be, and the
same is herchy, authorized to extend their said railroad from the south side of the Potomac
across said river, to and along Maryland avenue .o the Capitol grounds, und across ’enn-
sylvania avenue along First street to Indiana uvenue, and thence to the Baltimore and Ohio
depot; and that all the ordinary rights, privileges and liabilities, incident to similar corpora-
tions are conferred upon said compang-fur that purpose: Provided, howerer, That the ame
shall bo subject to alterations, amendments, or repeal : And provided, further, 'That the cars
shall not be drawn ou the strects aforesuid, or ou the structure across the Potumuc river
mentioned in the second section of this net, by steam power without the consent of Congress
and of the corporate aunthorities of the city of Washington thereto: Aud procided, further,
That said company shall be authorized to charge and receive rates of freights and faies, not
exceeding five cents for each person transported and for each ton conveyed on said read so
extended : Aud provided, alsv, 'That no person shull be excluded from the cars on account
of color.

It thus appears that Cougress has already provided that said company shall
not make any discrimination against passengers on account of race or color.
Congress has undoubted power to repeal the eharter so far as the road is within
the District of Columbia. Whether the acceptance by the company of tlie pro-
visious of the act aforesaid gives Congreess any power over that part of the road
in the State of Virginia, between the south bank of the Potomae river and
Alexandria, the committee have not undertaken to determine. Practically, the
-repeal of the charter of said road situate in the District of Columbia would be
the destruction of the entire road s for, if the company are not allowed to enter
the District of Columbia, the pact of the road in Virginia would be of little or
no utility. :

Ought Congress to excereise the authority reserved in the act aloresaid to repeal
the charter of the road in the District of Columbia? The committee having
presented the faets in the caze, leave this question to the determination of the
Senatc. 1t may be proper, however, to suggest that said road, with its exten-
sion into the District of Colambia, under the act aforesaid, contributes very
largely to the public convenience, and consequently the repeal of the charter
would not only iuflict punishment on the company, but would also injuriously
affect the convenience and interests of large numbers of people who ncither
sympathize with the diseriminating regulations of the company at Alexandria,
nor bad any ageney in committing the outrage on Mrs. Brown. ‘

The committee further beg leave to state that they have been informed that -
Mrs. Brown has instituted suit against the company for the recovery of damages
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for the injuries she received, as aforesaid, which suit is still pending and unde-
termined. Through this proceeding she may reccive satisfactory redrers of her
grievances,

The committee, therefore, respectfully report back the resolution so referred
to them, as aferesaid, together with the evidence so taken by them, as aforesaid,
and recommend that the same for the present be laid on the table.* If the result
of the legal proceedings which Mrs. Brown has instituted should not be satis-
factory, or if the conduct of the said company in the future shall not be satisfac-
tory, the rcsolution can be taken from the table, and the charter of the company
be repcaled, or such measures be adopted as shall at the time be considered
. necessary to protect the rights of passengers upon said road.

IN THE SENATE oF THE UNITED STATES,
February 12, 1868.

On motion by Mr. Morrill, of Maine,

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Columbia be instructed to
inquire into the facts connccted with the forcible ¢jectment from the cars of the
Alexandria, Washington and Georgetown railroad of one of the employdés of
the Senate, on account of race, on Saturday, the Sth instant, with powar to send
for persons and papers, and that said committec be further instructed to inquire
what legislation, if any, i3 necessary to protect the rights of passengers on said
road.

Attest :

J. W. FORNEY, Secretary.

Testimony taken before the Committee on the District of Columbia, in relation
to the forcible ejectment from the cars of the Alexandria, Washington and
Georgetown ratlroad of one of the cmployés of the Scrate, on account of race,
on the Sth of February, 186S.

\WasHINGTON, February 26, 1868.
JEpEDIAH H. LATHROP sworn and examined.

The resolution of the Senate, adopted on the 12th instant, was read to the
witness, as follows:

Resolved, That the Commttee on the District of Coltuinbia be instructed to inqguire into the
{acts connected with the forcible ejectment from the cars of the Alexandrin, Washington and
Georgetown railroad of one of the employes of the Senate, on account of race, on Saturday,
the 8th instant, with power to send for perscas and papers, and that said committee be further
instructed to inquire what legislation, if un . is necessary to protect the rights of passengers
on said road.

By Mr. WiLLEY :

Question What relation do you sustain to this road {

Answer. I am recciver on that part that lies within the District of Columbia.
The road is in two jurisdictions.

Q. Explain the condition of the two ends of the road. Under what author-
ity do they operate?

A. Under the authority of the local couris, in Alexandria, Virginia, and in
the District of Columbia. The company proper leased their road to two gentle-
men. Afterwards, on their undertaking to break that lease, the court decided
to appoint receivers on both ends of the road. That was the result of the effort
to break the lease. The road was put into the hands of a receiver at the other
end, but the lessees appealed and the court put them in possession, so that the
receiver at the other end has never gone into possession, the lessees on that end
of the road still having the control.
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Q. Under what authority does this end of the road operate? Whence does
it derive its authority ?

A. From the superior court of the District of Columbia.

Q. That is the receiver; but I ask how was this end incorporated ?

A. From here across the river, as I underatand, by a charter from Congress ;
on the other end, by a charter from Virginia.

Q. What control. if any, have the authorities that have charge of this end of
the road over the workiug of the road from the river to Alexandria ?

A. None whatever in fact. After I was appointed I found that we wouid
bave to make some compromise, some arrangement, in regard to running the
road, or stop it altogether. I made the proposition that we should run it on joint
accouut, dividing the proceeds equally between that end and this, and dividing
the expenses. 1 found if we had to have two sets of men, one ruuning to the
end of the bridge and another on the other side, it would be perfectly useless to
attempt to run the road ; that the road must either be stopped entirely, or some
compromise made by which we could rua it on joint account. The road would
not pay two sets of men, so it is being run on joint account. We divide the
gross receipts, and pay the expenses equally.

Q. In putting passengers aboard on this end of the road, I suppose you have
the exclusive control ?

A. Yes, sir. ]

Q. When a passenger would get on board at Alexandria to come to Wash-
ington, who would have the control of that arrangement ?

A. The lessees. Perhaps I can explain.

Q. I wish you would.

A. In running this road, one of the lesaces had been termed superintendent
of the road, and the other, hia partner, was road master. As I have said, a
proposition was made to run on this joint account, and in the mean time it was
progosed, in order to prevent other difficulties, that one of these men should be
made superintendent of the road for the time being, either party haviug the
privilege of abrogating the arrangement by giving 30 days’ notice; Imean the run-
ning account. 'The superintendent could be disposed of at any moment, as I
understand from the court, that I say the word; but in doing that, it would
: frobably stop the whole machinery, unless his bondsmen should come forward, as

Anderstand they would in such an event, and prevent the road being stopped.
We have paid these expenses so far, and I presume I have paid that man
in the general ranning account. I have directes who should be employed on
general account to a certain extent, but when I found men in the business, faith-
ful, good men, we have continued them along as they were before I was appointed
receiver. 'The superintendent and lessees (fraw R certain amount of compensa-
tion in working over the whole line, which is paid out on jointaccount. I have
only one man under me, as cashier, to connt the money every day, &c., in case
of my absence or sickness, and he is paid out of the joint account. My com-
missions so far have been paid out of this end of theroad. That is the working
arrangement made.

Q. Who is the superintendent of whom you speak?

A. His name is Stevens,

Q. Where does he reside ?

A. He resides, 1 suppose it is in the District of Columbia. Ho claims to have
a residence on the other side in a legal sense, but I should say it is in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. His family reside out here three or four miles. I am not
quite eure whether it is in the Jistrict or not, but 1 think it is.

Q. What are the names of the lessees?

A. Oscar A. Stevens and a Mr, Phelps.

Q. Where does Mr. Phelps reside ?
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A. His family are in Baltimore. He generally goes home one night in the
week. Phelps spends most of his time over in Virginia.

Q. Where does Stevens reside ?

A. He is the one whom [ have said resides, I think, in the District. It is
near the line. I am not quite certnin whether his house is in this District or
not. I think it is.

Q. Do you know the circumstances in relation to the cjectment from the cars
of the road of Mrs. Kate Brown.

A. Ounly from hearsay. I knew nothing of it until after it transpired. We | W

have no such distinctions at this end, unless they choose to have it. Nobody
is forced to go into any car, or if anybody has been I have never known it.
My orders were to make no distinction. We have three or four cars all alike,
and I understand that the conductor, or the man who makes up the train, had
said to colored people, “There is a car you can have to yourselves, if you choose
to go into it.” and generally they have gone by themselves, and had a pleasant
time. But if they have gone into the other cars there has been no attempt to
prevent them, 1 understand she went down in the other cars.

Q. Then I understand there is no compulsory distinction on account of race
or color in taking seats at this end of the road?

A. Not to my knowledge. If itis done, it is contrary to my directions. It
is only on the other.end. :

Q. Do you know who the person was who is said to have ejected her?

A. His name is Meade.

Q. What relation does he sustain to the road ?

A. He was employed at a small compensation, I believe, by Stevens down
there, for this reason, as Stevens tells me: The depot at Alexandria was a place
where all classes of people congregated, and very frequently language was used

M

that rendered it very unpleasant for ladies. They could not control these °

people, and so finally they got this man, Meade, appointed constable, in order
to have civil authority there over these men who used to collect there and use
obscene language eo that ladies disliked to go there, and then the instructions
were to make this distinction at that end. T'here is no doubt of that. The
claim that all the railroads that go out of Alexandria, and throughout the sout

do it. T'his man, Meade, I understand, has since been dismissed. -

Q. I wish to know whether the authorities controlling this end of the road
had any authority to control the putting aboard of passengers and the assign-
ment of seate on the other side of the river.

A. No, sir. We might give advice; nothing beyond that. We could not
control it.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. Do you sell tickets for the round trip?
A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. WiLLeY:

Q. Do you know whetlcr Mrs. Kate Brown got a ticket for the round trip ?

A. Tonly know from hearsay. 1 hear she did, and I presume she did. That
would be the presumption, because you can go for a less price by buying a
round ticket than paying each way.

Q. When you give a ticket for the round trip, and allow the passenger to
take whatever seat he or she pleases at this end to go to Alexandria, what
authority would this end of the road by giving such a ticket have in controlling
the arsignment of a seat at Alexandria on such a ticket ?

A. They would have none, except to say, “ we will not run the road with
{ou if you insist on doing so and s0.” We could not control it. We would
1ave no legal authority. If we cofilld control it at all, we could only do it by
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6 MRS, KATE BROWN.

road.” That is the only mode when you come to forcing it, either legally or
otherwise.

Q. To what point does the road at this end extend towards Alexandria?

A. To the shore on the other side of the river across the bridge. :

Q. There your authority as a corporation ceases ?

A. Yes, gir; our jurisdiction ccases. I am not certain about that. They
claim that Mr. French, who is the original proprietor of the road, got permiesion
to crosa the bridge, but I am not certain about it. I have not examined the
papers orrecords. 'That may or may not be so.

Q. From Alexandria this way ?

A. Yes, sir.

hQ. But your authority extends towards Alexandria no further than the other
shore.

A. The other shore. Even if it was all one, I conld go no further than that.

Q. I understand you then to say that if Mrs. Kate Brown was ejected at the
other end of the road, it was without your authority, assent or direction?

A. Yes, sir, entirely, or knowledge.

Q. And without the authority, assent, or dircction of any of the ofticers con-
trolling this end of the road?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who are the original corporators wha own the road at this end ?

A. That is morc than I can say. I have not examined the charter, having
been pretty busy méself ; but I get different statements in regard to it. The
whole thing is in difficul'y, and suits are pending. I understand that the orig-
inal charter was in favor of French and Lennox, but I am not certain in regard -
to it. It may be that others arc interested with them.

By Mr. SuMNER:

Q. How do the two roads act together 1 It is a little curious that there should
be one set of officers at one end and another at the other ; one rule at onc end
and another at the other end. If the two roads come together and coalesce, in
any way unite, it ought to be on some common rincigle, so that the rule at
one end shall prevail at the other. There rhould not be one rule fur one end,
and another at the other end.

A. Well, gir, the road is in rather a peculiar condition, as I was explaining
to Mr. Willey, I did not mean to say there were two charters. There is a
question in regard to that. I have always supposcd, until quite recently, that
the whole was included in one charter, but two jurisdictions. I was explaining
to the committec the cause cf my being appointed receiver. I think this will
show you how the two jurisdictions are made. The stockholders, who claimed
the entire road from onc end to the other, and do still, effected a lease of the
road. After doing so, they became dissatisficd with it and undertook to break
the lease. They sued for that purpose both before one of the judges of the
District of Columbia and a court in Virginia. It brought up such a state of
things in regard to ownership, management, &ec., that both courts appointed re-
ceivers within their own jurisdictions. It is the court that makes this distine-
tion as to juriediction, and not the charter. On the other ride, the lessees made
an appeal which kept them in possession, aud consequenily the receiver there
has never had control of the road at all.

Mr. Sum~er. I take it that the property at the Alexandria end of the road
would not be of much value if it was obliged to stop at the other side of the
river.

Mr. WiLLey. I hold in my hand the charter, so that we can have no difficulty
about that.

Mr. StMNER. The point I was going to put was this: Assuming that the
property at the Alexandria end would be of very little value, (which I think is
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very obvious,) unlesa the road could come into the city of Washington, why
have we not, in the jurisdiction we have over the Washington part, full power,
practically, to correct any misconduct at the Alexandria end of the road by
saying to them, “ you shall not come into the city of Washington unless you
behave yourself

The Wirness. I presume there iz no doubt about that, [ am not a lawyer,
but I take it for granted Congress has that power.  Neither end would be worth
much without the other, and the whole i3 claimed to be owaed by one set of
corpomtore.

Mr. WILLEY read to the committee the first section of “.An act to extend the
charter of the Alexandria and Washington Railroad Company, aud for other
purposcs,”’ approved March 3, 1863, as follows :

Be it enacted, &c., That the Alexandria and Washington Railrand Company be, and the
same 18 hereby, authorized to extend their said railroad from the south side of the Potomae,
across said river, to and along Maryland avenue to the Capitol gronmds, and across Pennsyl-
vanin avenue nlonF First street to Indiana avenue, and thence to the Baltimore and Ohio
depot; und that all the ordinary rights, privileges and liabilities incident to similar corpora-
tions are conferred upon said compuny for that purpose: Provided, Aowercr, That the same
shall be subject to alterations, amendment, or repeal: Aad provided further, That the cars
shall not be drawn on the streets aforesaid, or on the structure across the Potomae river men-
tioned in the second section of this act, by steam power, withcat the consent of Congress
and of the corporate authoritiex of the city of Washington thereto : And provided further,
That said company shall be authorized to churge and receive rates of freights and fares not
excecding five cents for ach person transported and for each ton conveyed on said road so
extended : And provided also, That uo person sball be excluded from the cars on weeonut of
color,

The Wirness, Congress grants them a charter on this =ide; allows them to
extend their line. :

JEDEDIAI I LATHROD.

The CuAlRMAY stated that he biad received the foliowing note last night from
My, Kate Brown, the party injured :

Wasiixarox, Fehruary 25, 1963,

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the dector does not think it advizable for me to

o out to-morrow ; but it it is convenient for you to call to-niorrow morning 1 will give you
tull details,
Your humble servaut, KATE,
G4 @ Street, beticeen Y 3th and 1k Streets.
Hon. James HARLAN,

The CHalRMAN was appointed a sub-committee to proceed to the residence
of Mre. Kate Brown to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock and take her testimony in
the case.

B. H. Hixns sworn and examined.
By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. State what you know in relation to the alieged outrage committed
on this colored woman, Kate Brown.

Answer. On the 8th of the present month, I think it was, I was at Alexan-
dria. I had gone down oun the 11 o’clock train, and was coming back at 3
o'clock. As I arrived at the depot I saw quite a cominotion on the cars, but
paid no particular attention to it just then, but went in and sat down. One
gentleman behind me remarked that it was the greatest ontrage he had ever
seen, or words to that effect. [ inquired what the trouble was. He eaid they
lad just put out a colored woman from the ear, and used a greal deal of violence
in doing so. I then went out of the car into the depot, and saw this colored
lady crying. I recoguized her, and went up and spoke to her and asked what
the trouble was, and she said they had put her out of the car and injured her
severely. I then went and found the conductor, and asked what it meant. He
gaid there was a car in front for colored people, and she must go in there if she
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waanted to ride to Washington. I tried to coax bim to let her go back iuto that
car. She gave as a reason for not going into the other that there were some
persons there who were dizorderly, and she did not like to get into the car with
them; but he would nnt consent to it. I then went to her and told her that
if she would get into the car I would go with her and ece that she would not
be molested. She went with me, and I staid in the car with her most of the
way up. That is all I know about it of my own knowledge.

Q). Who was the conductor ?

A. I do not know his name. I know him by sight. I think he is slightly
lame. I think they call hini Charley. I heard some oue call him that.

Q. Was ke in command of the car at the time, apparently ?

A. He was walking along the platform by the car, within a few feet of it. I
think he told me those were the orders of the road, ard he had to obey them.

By Mr. CorBETT:
Q. Did ke come in charge of the cars to Washington ?
A. Yea, sir.

By Mr. Sumner:

Q. Did he come through to Washington ?

A. Yes, gir. I have been down on the road ouce since, and he was in com-
mand of the train.

Q. How much was she injured ?

A. I donot know: but ehe was injured so badly that 1 had to assist her in
getting into the car and getting out. I took hold of her to assist her. She
said she was very lame and could hardly walk, and she said her shoulder was
hurt badly.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. Was the attention of the conductor ealled to the condition of Kate imme-
diately by you?

A. Yes,eir; and his attention had evidently been called to it before, for when
I spoke to him and asked him, “ What does it mean putting this woman out?”
his reply was, as near as I can recollect his language, ¢ There is a car in front
for colored people; let hier get into that if she wants to go to Washington.”

By Mr.CorBETT:

Q. This man was exercising the oftice of conductor, taking tickets, &e., on
the car?

A. Yes, #ir. In reply to the question how much she was injured, I will say
that, judging from her manuner, she was injured considerably, either in feclings
or person. She cricd most of the way up.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. Was there any lameness or disability ?

A. Yes, sir; she was quitc lame when she got off the cars at this end of the
road. '

Q. Who is this Kate Brown?

A. I think ber name was Kate Dodson.  She is the wife of a former employ¢é
of the Senate.

By Mr. Sum~eR:

Q. Is she not herself an employ:: ?

A. Yes, #ir; she has charge of the ladies’ rceeption room in the galiery of the
Scnate.

By the Cuaryan:
Q. Did you gee her ticket ?
A. Yes, vir; she had a ticket in ber hand wheu 1 took ber i the ear.
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Q. Do you know whether the ticket purported to be a ticket for the round
trip from Washington to Alexandria and back ?

A, It was. It was precisely like the ticket 1 had, which was a round-trip
ticket. The tickets were a little piece of paper about an inch and a half equare,
half blue and half white, and they tore off one color, I think the blue going 3own.
and the white was used coming back.

By Mr. SumNen:

Q. Do you know if she had gone down from Washington to Alexandria in
the cars without interruption ?

A. She told me she had, and said it was the same car she went down in;
but the front car in going down wouid be the rear car in coming back. There
were two or three fricnds of mine there, who are in the city, who saw the put-
ting out of this person from the car.

Q. Who are they ?

A. Mr. Beedy, a gentleman who had gone down to Alexandria with me, and
who got to the train 10 minutes before 1 did. I was at the oftice of the super-
intendent of the Freedmen’s Bureau, and did not get there so soon. The other
gentleman is, I believe, a dealer in trunks on Seventh street.  He was the one
who made the remark about its being a great outrage. 1Hia place of husiness is
right opposite Odd Fellows' Hall.

Q. Where docs Mr. Beedy reside ?

A. He resides in Maine, but i3 here on a visit. 1le i3 atopping on E street,
near the corner of Tenth.

B. H. HINDS.

Georur T. DowNing sworn and examined.
By Mr. WiLLey:

Quexntion. Have you seen, and if o, how often, this woman, Mrs. Kate Brown,
since the alleged outrage upon her?

Answer. I have; probably half-dozen timea.

Q. How soon alter it was said to have occurred did you zce her?

A. She zent for me, I thiuk, the following day; she sent for me on Sunday,
and I believe the occurrence took place on Saturday.

Q. State, as far as you can, what her condition was,

A. When I called there, 1 found her in bed.  Her face was very much swollen,
She gaid to me that she had severe pains in her side, and in Ler limbs where
she had been kicked.

Q. What further did she tell you?

A. Do you wish the statement as regards the whole of her passage? She
gave e that.

Q. That would hardly be proper, as we will have her own statement.

A. All I can eay iz, that she mentioned to me that she had been kicked by
one party at least, and severely handled by more than one party, in cndeavor-
ing to c¢ject her from the car.  They got her by the door.  She resisted, stating
that they had no right to force her out. One party endeavored to cject her.
Failing in the attempt, he went and called a second party, and they, conjointly,
succeceded, after considerable effort, in getting her from the car, in doing which,
onc of them kicked her, and onc struck her, 1 believe she zaid, in the face. That
is about the substance of the matter. They overpowered her, and cjected her
from the car.

Q. You ray her face appeared to be swollen ?

A. Yes, gir; quite so.

Q. How roon again did you sce her?

A. I think the following day.

Q. What was her condition then?




10 MRS. KATE BROWN.

A. She scemed to be rather worse, and grew worse for some time. She had
a severn bleeding of the lungs—a hemorrhage. I do not know whether it is to
be traced to this cause. Perhaps the surgeon can say.

Q. Do you know whether a physician attended her ?

A. Yes, #ir; coustantly; twice a day.

Q. Who was her physician ?

A. Dr. Augusta.

Q. State whether you saw her after that, and if s0, how many times ?

A. I saw her at least half a dozen times, perhaps more. 1 have not seen ber
within th:< last three or four days, during which 1 have been very much eagagea;
but I am told she is getting better.

By Mr. SuMNER:

Q. Has she not been out gince ?

A. I do not think she has hardly left her bed.

Q. And it is now how many days since this outrage ?

A. Tt occurred on the 8th of February. She has not been out of the house
yet; but probably she may have improved so as tobe able tositup. My daughter
was there a few days ago, and she was then in bed, az my daughter informed
me,

By Mr. CurBETT:

Q. Do you know where the physician resides ?

A. Yes, sir. He resides on Fourteenth street beyond I street; I do not
know whether it is J or X; it is on the right-hand side going out towards the
State Depar(ment,

By Mr. StuxNER:

Q. Do you know if she has commenced auy legal proccedings against the
road }

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know if the road have made any proposals to her, or offers of com-
pensation ?

A. The secretary of the road has been to sce me two or three times, ovrather
he has been to sce me onee, and 1 chanced to meet him twice. He expressed
considerable regret, and repudiated the whole action as being contrary to the
rules of the company and his own wishes, and the wishes of the majority of the
stockholders. ‘Fhat is his statement. It was in substance the statement which
was given in the Chronicle by the same gentleman.

By Mr. PATTERSON :

Q. Did he lay the whole responsibility on the conductor?

A. No, sir. He threw the responsibility upon the parties acting under the
receivers. [ do not know whether the conductor gets his appointment from
them or not.

By Mr. SuMyER:
Q. Do you know if the Alexandria part of the road has changed its practice
in this 10gard ?
A. No, sir; it has been continued. There have been at least two similar
occurrences, but net go outrageous ay this, since this one oceurred, that }ave

come under my notice; or at least I have heard of them. I have forgotten the
parties. I could give the names.
By Mr. WiLLEY:
Q. You had Letter do so.
A. They do not cceur to me at the present moment. Seaton is the name of
one of the partics.
Q. Where does he reside.
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A. At Alexandria.

Q. Is he a colored man?

A, Yes, sir, There is still another party, whose name does not occur to me
at the prezent moment.

Correct :

GEO. 'T. DOWNING.

Mr. WiLLey suggested that as Mr. Lathrop had some councction with this
road it was but fair if Mr. Lathrop or any of the authorities of the road wished
to put any questions to the witnesses that they should be allowed to do so.

The CHAIRMAN said the committee would recall the previous witnesses if Mr.
Lathrop desired to put any questions.

Mr. £athrop replied that it was not necessary, and he did not wish to do so
unless his statement was disputed.

JEDEDIAH H. LATHROP recalled.

I desire to state that the conductors have nothing to do with what is called
making up the train. When the train is ready to start the conductor steps
aboard and conducts it up, but this whole affair of changing and getting out,
&ec., is done Ly the local officers there. The conductor is a lame man, who
has lost his foot in the service of the government. He has no volition of this
kind.

By Mr. CorBETT :

Q. Do you mean to say he did not have anything to do with the putting out
of this woman ?

A. T presume not. I explained this a little while ago. I asked the lessees
who Lave the control of the road at Alexandria how this affair happened, and
was calling the conductor to account. They assured me that the conductor had
nothing to do with the making up of the train. They said they found a great
deal of difficulty in quicting the rabble, the idlers who used to eollect around the
depot, and usze ohscene language, &c., thus rendering it very unpleasant for Iadies,
and finally they determined to get a constable, or rather to get one of the
employ¢s engaged in making up the train appointed as coustable, so that he
might have civil authority to prevent anything of that kind. He is that man, I
understand, who has been the instrument in ¢jecting whoever has been ejected,
and in making up the train. There is no difference in the cars. The cars are
all alike. In going into the cars you could not tell one from another.

Q. Does not the conductor have the control of the train in secing that the
passengers’ rights are maintained ?

A. Not in Alexandria. He has nothing to do with making up the train, as I
am told. I have never interfered personally with the management down there.

By Mr, PaTTERSON : i

Q. By “making up the train” do you mean filliug up the train ?

A. Yes, gir. It is 50 on the Baltimore and Ohio toac. You never see a con-
ductor there making up a train of passengers. The passengers are told where
to go by another man, and the conductor takes his position when the cars are
ready to start,

By Mr. CorsETT :

Q. Did not the ceuductor sanction thix operation of putting thix woman out

of the car !

A. I am told he was not present,
JEDEDIAH 1. LATIHROP.

WasniNaTON, February 27, 1868.

The chairman, in purauance of the order of the committee, proceeded to the
residence of Mrs, Kate Brown, 264 G street, for the purpose of taking her tes-
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timony. Mrs. Brown, being still confined to her bed and unable to rise, gave
her testimony as follows :

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. State your name, age, and residence.

A. Mrs. Kate Brown; age, I think, about 28; I reside in Washington.

Q. State your present employment.

A. T am employed at the ladies’ retiving-room of the United States Senate.

Q. State all the facts connected with your alleged expulsion from the cars
of the Washington city and Alexandria railroad; when it occurred and all the
circumatances of the cage.

A. On Saturday, the Sth of February, I went to the Washington depot at
1 o’clock, waited until two, and purchased a ticket to go and return; 1 left the
office and started to go to the car; on the platform there was a man who said,
“ Take the rear car.” I made no reply, but went in and took my seat in what
they call the white people’s car; the cars left here at 2 o’clock, and I was about
to return in the 3 o’clock train from Alexandria; on entering the car there the
policeman hailed me, and holloed to me to go in the forward car: going
down it was the rear car; coming up it was the forward car; I replied,
*This car will do.” With that I cntered the car and got inside of the door,
when the policeman ran up aud told me I could not ridein that car. I told him
I came down in that car, and in that car I intended to return; that I had my
ticket, a return ticket, which I had bought in Washington, and 1 was going
back in the same car ; he said I could not go; I asked him why, as I had paid
my fare and had come down in the same car; he said that car was for ladies; I
told him then that was the very car I wanted to go in, and I had come down in
it. He said “no damned nigger was allowed to ride in that car anyhow; never
was and never would be.”" With that he seized me and tried to ¢ject me; Ihad
got inside of the door and was holding on to the door with my left arm, with
my right hand holding on to the bars, and then I had my left foot in the seat.
He said, “ Ain’t you coming out of this car?”’ Said I, «“ Never; I bought my
ticket to go to Washington in this car, and I am going in it; before I leave this
car I will suffer death”” He had on his badge ¢ Special policeman of the
‘Washington, Georgetown and Alexandria railroad,” and he said he had been
instructed by the company to eject any * nigger” that entered that car.

Q. Instructed by whom?

A. The company. He had been instructed “ not to let any nigger go in that
car; that car was for ladies ;”” and then he again took hold of me. 1 told him
to let me go; I had come respectably from Washington and was on my return,
as I had business to do at the Capitol. I expected to returnat 3 o’clock and have
time enough to arrange my room in the building, as it was not known tk~t T was
absent. Ie thep went behind me and wrung my hands on the iron. He doubled
up his fist and struck me all across the knuckies. I had such a clinch that he
could not get my hands off. Ile battered my knuckles, aud got my left arm
twisted all the way around in trying to get it off the door. I was determined
not to leave the car, because I had paid my fare, and the other car was all filthy
and dirty, containing nobody but men. He twisted my arm until he hurt my
shoulder so that I had to let go with the left hand. After letting go that I
caught with my other hand the iron railings. He went around and unclinched
my fingers, and then struck me in the back. I took hold of the door again with
both hands, Then he said if I did not go out he would beat me so that I would
not be uble to stand. I told him he might do it; I would not go out ; I had made up
my mind not to leave the car, unless they brought meoff dead. Then, afterreleasing
my hands, he got in front of me and took me by the collar of my coat, which I had
buttoned, and dragged me and tried to jerk me out. I tried to make him let go me
by holding around the railings, aud he then beat the part of my hand that had

[
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hold of tie railings. I had such & terrible wrestle with him for about six
minutes that he stepped out on the platform and said, ¢ Sheriff,” (thete was a
tall man there with light clothes on,) I demand of you, as an officer of this rail-
road company, to arrest this woman.” Then this other man came up, I was
so exhausted I could scarcely talk; I commenced to cry, the officer had hurt
me g0 bad, and my arms and limbs were paining me 8o, Said I, ** Are you the
sheriff 7 Said he, «“Yces.” Said I,  What are you going to arrest me for?
What have I done? Have I committed robbery? Illave I murdered any-
body ?” e said that niggera were not aliowed to ride in those cars; it was the
rules of the company, and he was bound to caforce them. This was the would-
be sheriff. I have heard sinee that he was no sheriff.  With that he took hold
of me right here (around the neck,) and tried to drag me out, and they both
then succeeded in getting me out on the platform. When I got on the platform
I held on to the iron railings with my hands, and I had my foot against the
bar of the platform. At length this policeman, who stood leliind me, kicked
me on the foot, and the man who was in front of me was pulling me while the
other was pushing me off, but I &till held on to the iron railings. Then one of
these men weut arouud the iron railing and took hold of my arms, and my
dress and coat and pulled me, and the. both of them succeeded in dragging me
down the platform onc step, and then two steps, and then on to the bricks.
'They dragged me a little distance and injured my hip. There were two or three of
bis azsociates, I suppose, standing around wholooked ateach otherand grimaced
and had a time. I then looked up and saw a gentleman; I do not know his
name, but I know he is clerk to Mr. Fessenden’s Committee on Public Buildings
and Grounds. He stepped up and asked me what was the matter. He had seen
a part of this occurrence. I told him I was afraid to go to Washington in that
car because there were disorderly perzons in them, and that man had threatened
my life, and I was afraid t» move. He said he would go with me in a car and
see that nobody injured me, and I then went in a car with him. The man who
put me off said particularly that it was the orders of the company, and he was
going to enforce them if it cost him his life. Those two men abused me in that
way for, I suppose, eleven minutes altogether. I have been told there were
three of them, but I only remember two. I was very much prostrated after it.

Q. Were you seriously injured by these men in getting off ?

A. I had a liemorrhage that I shall never get over,and have had two hemor-
rhages since, and my whole body from my head down to my toes has been very
sore, especially my breast and my hip, that I could not cough without great
pain. I cannot put my foot to the ground to walk ; it almost takes my breath.
Then my wrist was very much injured; I thought it was broken, by being
twisted off the iron railings, so as to turn my whole arm around.

Q. Where were the hemorrhages, of which you gpeak, located ?

A. I do not know. :

Q. The lungs?

A. I think so. I have spit blood several times since, and it Las left me very
prostrate. My breast has been very sore ever since. My nosc and my cyes
were dreadful. This man struck me in the left eye, and my cye gathered, and
I had to have cyewater applied every day. My eyes are now well. The left
eye was black all the way around and swollen to the top. [ had to have a
poultice on my eye for four nights in succession,

Q. You speak of your hip having been injured. How did that occur?

A. Irom the dragging—two men dragging me from the car.  They twisted
my fect ; they did everything to me that they could do. I declare they could
not have treated a dog worse than they tried to treat me. It was nothing but
*darsned nigger,” and cursing and swearing all the time.

Q. You speak of their having kicked yon. What part of your person did

they kick ? ,

|u(uﬂ‘¢3
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A. One of these fellows was dragging me by the collar, while the other one
stood on the platform kicking me off. He took his knee so as to try to get my
hand away from the iron railing—kicked me on my foot.

Q. State whether you have been confined te your room and bed, or either,
-during the period which has intervoned ; and if so. during what period of time.

A. I have been in this bed on my Yack since the Sth day of February. I
came home on that day, and my sister ‘mdressed me and put me to bed; the
doctor dressed my arm; and I have been. here ever since; a part of the time
not able to haold up my head. My sister has been up with me night after night.
These men pushed me against the door and against the platform, and T feel
very sore, especially in my back and hip.

Q. State what part of the time you have been under the doctor's charge.

A, Every day and twice a day until a day or two. He is watching the
hemorrhage.

Q. State whether he has Leen administering medicine internally.

A. I have taken any quaatity of wedicine. I have taken two bottle. of
different mixtures and two or three different kinds of things, powders, pills, and
liniments. I have had two bottles of different kinds of liniments, one for my
arm and one for my body.

Q. State whether you have been able to be up any part of the time.

A. Not more than about five minutes or so, to have my bed made up. Some
days I have nct had it made up. This last week I had my bed made up about
every other day.

Q. State the doctor’s name and where he resides.

A. Dr. Angusta, He resides on Fourteenth street between L and M, on the
cast gide ; the number I do not know.

Q. Has the company, or any person professing to be an officer of the company,
offered you any reparation ?

A. Yes, sir; but not directly. My brother-in-law is very well acquainted
with Mr. Stewart, who I believe is secretary of' the company.

Q. Has any other person professing to be connceted with the road offered
you any reparation ? -

A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know whether this man who ejected you from the car remained
on the train on its way up or not ?

A. I donat,

Q. Did you sec the eonductor of the train during this time ?

A. Yes, sir  1le was on the spot—a witness to the transaction,

Q. Did he do or say anything?

A. Not to me; but he has to others. I can bring three or four that he has
¢jected or tried to ¢jeet from the cars,

Q. Do you know the conductor’s name !

A. 1 have got it down; 1 think it is Mitchell,

Q. Do you know the name of this policeman who ¢jected you fromn the car?

A. Yeos, sir; but I cannot think of it ar present. I noticed his badge particu-
larly and read the inseription upon it.

Q. Has the company, or any person purporting to be aun oflicer of the com-
pany, paid you anything?

A. Not at all. T am under heavy expense, keeping two rooms, and not
making anything. 1 shall have to get up and go to my work as soon as possible,
if I have 10 go on crutches.

KATE BROWN.
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WasuiNGToN, February 25, 1868,
THomas NoRFLEET sworn and examined,
By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. State your business and place of residence.

Anmswer, Saddle and harness making, 499 Seventh street,

Q. State to the committee anything you know about the alleged expulsion of
a woman of the name of Kate Brown from the cars of the Washington and
Alexandria Railroad Company zome three weeks since,

A. 1 happened to be in Alexandria that day, and had arrived at the depot,
and wax about getting in a car, when I was aceosted by an officer at the depot
and told that 1 could not get in that car, that that was for the ladies. 1 then
asked Lim if he would direet me to the smoking car, and he referred me 1o the
rear part of the car in front of this car where the ladies were. 1 was ~itting
there gmoking, and I saw this same man rugh to & woman as she was about to
get up, or waz up on the steps of the car, and he canght hold of her and
observed, “ I told you yon could not get in thiz car.””  She then said she would ;
that she had paid her fare, and she would go.  1le told her he had no ohjection
to her going, but there was a car in the rear part of the train for her.  She xaid
no; she had paid full fare, and she would go in that car. At that time wy
impression was that it was an intexicated woman that was attempting to get
into the car. I merely saw her back; I did not see her face. She resisted
very much, Ie at this time had hold of her, trying to prevent her from going
into the car; but she insizsted on going in, and struggled with her very severely.
He found that he could not manage her, and he then called to a man who was
standing on the sidewalk, and said, “ I summon you in the name of the com
monwealth to assist me in putting thiz woman oft’ the ear” By this time she
had nearly got in the door of the car, The young man whom he summoned
came forward, and he caught holl of her. T Lad not gone out of the ear in
which 1 was smoking, but it scemed ag if' he was standing to veason with her a
little. I then opened the door of the car to sec what was going on, and he
observed to her, * You canmot get into this car; there is a ear prepared for you
in the rear part of the train.” She still insisted on going in. By this time she
began to struggle very severely. They then both caught hold of her.  She had
hold of the pancls of the duor. One canght hold of her hands, broke her hands
loose from the door, while the other one had her around the body, and moving
her oft the car.  They had broken her hold from the door, and then she clung
to the railing. "T'he police ofticer still had her avound the bady, and the other
man whom he had summoned was trying to break her hands trom the railing.
After breaking her hauds from the miling, she and the ofticer both went down
on to the street, and thea he moved hier off on to the curb,  "That was ubout the
state of the case as near az 1 ean remember at this time, I would say, however,
in refercnce to some statements that 1 saw in the paper the day afterwards,
about rough treatment, that 1 did not see the slightest inelination on the part of
the ofticer or the party whom he called to his assistance to treat her any way
rough, only so far as to break her hold from the door of the car.  As 1 said, at
the time this man was called on to as. (st the oflicer, my impression was, and 1
was still more eomfirmed in the opinion, that she was an intoxicated woman that
they were trying to expel from the ear; but when they broke her hold from the
door and her fuce was turned towards e, 1 found that she was a yellow woman,
and I supposed that was the canse of her expnlsion; bat 1 asked ne questions,
I did not interehange one word with any individual except some passengers that
were on the train with me coming up.

Q. Did you kear any remarks made by any of those men while they were
expelling her from the car !
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A. The only remark I heard made was in connection with a remark that she
made, saying that she had paid full fare and she would go in that car.  The offi-
cer who had herincharge observed, *“ We know you paid full fare, but thereis a
car provided for you;"” and the other man whom he had summoned to his assist-
ance observed to her, “ It is no use for you to contend in this way; you can-
not go in this car.” That was the only remark that I remember of hearing
from cither of the two, except the remark of the ofticer calling on the young
man who was etanding on the sidewalk, saying, “ I summon you in the name of
the commonwealth to assist me in putting this woman off the cars.” She
observed she would make them pay for it, or something of that kind. T only
rememhar those two remarks made by the two men.

Q. Did either of them state in your hearing by whose authority they enforced
such a rule?

A. I do not remember in relation to that, As I say, the only authority I
heard named was the authority of the commonwealth, and that was on the part
of the ofticer I speak of.

Q. Do you know the name of either of these men ?

A. I do. The officer was a boy whom I had known a great many yeara ago,
but he had grown up out of my knowledge. He accosted me as I was getting
on the car and calletr me by name, and then observed to me that I could not get
into that car. He then said, * You have forgotten me.” T told him yes, I did
not know him. He then told me who he was, and } found he was a boy
whom I had had, a great many years ago, as an apprentice. His name is
Robert Meade, or Meades, I am not sure which. The other young man 1 did
not know. I do not remember ever seeing him before.

Q. Is the first one svhom you mentioned, who was formerly an apprentice of
yours, the man who first attempted to eject this woman ?

A. Yes, gir; he was the officer, or was acting as an officer. Ile had a badge
on his coat. | asked him, when Lie made himself known to me, * What are you
doing here 7" He said he was employed as a special policeman at that depot.

Q. Do you know the name of the woman expelied from the car ?

A. Idonot. I lad never seen her before.

Q. When did this occur? _

A. T would bave to refresh my memory as to what cxact date it was, but it
was about three weeks ago. I could not tell now without referring to some
little transactions 1 had on my books.

By Mr. WiLLRY:

Q. Do you remember the day of the week 1

A. I could not say now. My memory as to dates is very treacherous. I
have very little recollection as to dates except when I keep a minute of them,
and never having any idea that I should ever be called on about this affair I
made no minute or notice of it. Probably it was Monday, but I cannot for my
life tell now.

Q. I understand from you that this car in which this woman was attempting
to get was the ladies’ car?

A. Yes, sir.  After the officer had shown me to the car in which I was to sit
and smoke I got tired, aud I went out on the platform, or the street. Pretty
soon there came along a lady acquaintance of mine living in this city, #nd I
then aseisted her in this car, after I had been refused admission into it. Sup-
poeing, then, that it was the ladies’ car, and seeing the lady was by herself, I
assisted her into the car and then went into the car that was assigned to me for
the purpose of smoking. The rear part of the car in which I was sitting,
smoking, was just in front of the ladies’ car.

. Did you see any bruises about this woman's face, the side of her head, or
- around ber face anywhere?
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A. I did not. I did not sec her face touched, nor her person touched, with
the exception that the officer, when she was gcing into the car, ran up and
caught her around the waist.

Q. You have already stated that.

A. As I say, that was the only thing I saw where she was touched, with the
ﬁxception that they caught hold of her hauds. I saw no bmises, no sign of

ruises,

Q. Was it likely or probable that in pulling her down from the car her head
was thrown against the car so as to bruise it in any way? Did you notice
anything of tbat kiud?

A. Idid not. I did not notice that Lher head was struck against the car or
that she was struck at all in any way. .

Q. Then sbe did not succeed in getting into the car at all?

A. She had succeeded, before this young man came to the officer’s assiatasca,
in getting just inside the door, so that she could asaist Lcrseif by hanging on
to the inside of the door.

Q. Then they took her out of the car? Shic was in the car when they first
seized her?

A. When they first seized her she was on the steps of the car, going up.
Some one said to me, but this I did not hear, that he had told her on the cur
she could not go in that car. The first I saw of it was as she was going up
on the steps of the car. I saw this officer catch hold of her.

Q. Was she at any time within the car?

A. She seemed to be too strong for the officer, and in struggling and con-
tending with him she had got up and had juet got ineide the car, and then he
went for the assistance of this second party who was standing on the carb.

By Mr. LATHROP :

Q. Did you learn from any party there by whose authority this was done?
This officer, I understand you, was a policeman.

A. 1 did not. I merely asked him what he was doing there, and he said
he was a police officer. 1 did not ask him by whom he was appointed, or any-
thing of that kind.

THOMAS NORFLEET.

Oscar A. STEVENS sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. State your name, place of residence, and businese,

A. 0. A, Stevens. 1 resideoutside of the city about four miles. I am gen-
eral superintendent of the Washington, Alexandria & Georgetown railroad, as
well as lessee for that portion of it which is in Virginia.

Q. State what you know, if auything, in relation to the alleged outrage that
is said to have been committed on a woman by the name of Kate Brown.

A. I know nothing about it 8o far as personal obscrvation is concerned. I
was not in Virginia at the time,

Q. State, if you know, what the rules of the company are in relation to the
transportation of passengers to and from Alexandria to Washington city.

A. I do not know that we have any particular printed rules in connection
with it. The general orders to the cmployés of the road have generally eman-
ated from my office. I can state to you, in connection with this man Meade,
his appointment, how he was detailed, &c. At Alexandria there is more or less
difficulty of boys jum&fng on and off the cars, and crowds gathering about the
depot and about the offices. We found it necessary, in order to break that up,
to have an officer detailed for that purpoze. I made application to the mayor
to have him detail a special policeman to preserve order and to direct passen-
gers in regard to the cars.

* Q. Who compensates him for his services?
Rep. Com. 131—=2
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A. The railroad company. 1 canvot say whether he draws pay from Vir-
ginia or not. We have paid him a dollar and & balf per day.

%; State whether there is any distinction made between passengers on account
of their color or race or previous condition.

A. I have directed this man Meade, while in our ewmploy, to direct colored
people to take onc car and the white people another car. Qur cars are all maun-
ufactured alike. There is no difference in them. For the purpose of preserv-
ing order, and having everything agreeable and eatisfactory, f believed it advan-

us, not only to the road but to the people generally, to have that system

e rear car coming from Alexandria to Washington is intended for white peo-

ple—gentlemen and Iadies ; the forward car for colored people, and vice rersa
going down. '

Q. The cars are all the same style of workmanship ?

A. Yes, ¢ir; all made by one house, all alike. ‘There are no second-class
cars on the road. They are all first-class A No. 1 cars, and all new. We
bave just had them repainted and put in fine order.

Q. State to the committee what instructions have been given by you as super-
intendent, or by the officers of the company, to this apecial policeman in regard
to the enforcement of the rule that you have just stated.

A. As I said before, I directed the policeiman, in connection with his duties
at Alexandria, to direct that class of people the appropriate car for them to
take. It is, I think, the custom of the Orange and Alexandria road. They do
the same as we do. Isupposed that I was following the precedent established
for the benefit of the travelling public. I think it is beneficial to colored people.
They are relieved of the annoyance and difficulty with which they would
naturally be surrounded if they were put in the other car. I think the mcn of
my road will tell the committee that their instructions have been to treat that
class of people as kindly and show them the same respect that is shown to the
tiavelling community generally.

By Mr. Wirrgy:

Q. You say you are the lessee of the road alsc ?

A. 1 had a leasc from the Washington, Alexandria and Georgetown railroad
of the whole line. Suit was brought to annul my leage in the District of
Columbia 2s well as in Virginia, two different suits. It eventuated on this side
in the appointment of a recciver. On the other side there was a suspended
decree for sixty days made, which permitted us in the mean time to give our
bonds aud appeal from the decree. A receiver was appointed by the court
under that suspended decree ; but he never acted in that capacity, never took

ossession of the road, never has had anything to do with it. We gave our
nds and remained in posscssion.

Q. No receiver acted, 2o far as the part of the road beyond the river is
concerned ?

A. No, sir.

Q. But there is a receiver on this end of the road, this side of the river ?

A. Yes, sir. DMr. Lathrop was appointed by the court on this side.

Q. Does your authority, as supcrintendent and lessec of the road, extend to
that part of it within the District of Columbia as well as to that part in
Virginia ?

A. As an ofticer of the road appointed, I originally occupied the position of
superintendent. While running the road under my lease such an officer was
necessary. Mr. Phelps was the general mauager. I have reason to believe
that my authority extends to the whole road as superintendent. We could not
very well get along without it.

Q. Your authority, then, as superintendent, is as complete and full in regard
to this end of the road as it is to the other?
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A. Yes, sir, in case I say s0o. There never has been any disposition on the
part of Mr. Lathrop to interfere with the managemsnt of the road, so far as the
employés are concerned and giving orders.

. In putting passengers on board the cars at the depot in Washington, have
. your instructions to your employ<s been the same a3 they were to your employés
at Alexandria?

A. We have never had a policeman at this end of the road. It never has
been requisite. Our cars start from a platform on Maryland avenue. There is
no crowd surrounding it as in Alexandria; and the conductor and brakeman
have usnally exercised ‘the prerogative of seating passcugers. It is their duty.
"Their instructions are to be on the platform, while the cars are waiting to
loaded, and direct the passengers where to go.

Q. Have the conductor and brakeman, in the exercise of that authority in
Washington, been directed to place colored people in one car and white people
in another 1

A. Yes, sir, they have been directed to do that; but they have also been
directed that where colored people were in the other car, to have no difficalty
with them.

By the Cuatrman:
, Q. Docs that order apply to the Alexandria end of the road as well as to
this ?

-A. Yes, sit. I can say to you frankly, that 20 far as orders have been con-
cerned, it was never contemp’ ited that a difficulty of this kind would occur. It
was presumed that in puttir , an officer there to seat passengers, the passengers
would do as is done throughout the councty in such cases. The order was
made more for a convenience to the public than from a dictatorial spirit. It
was donc to protect the colored people and make everything pleasant and
agreeable about the train. The same rules apply to this end of the road.

Q. I understood you to say in a former part of your testimony that the cars
were all alike.  State whether they are used altern~tely for colored aund white
people; that iz, whether the same car is used contiuuouslg' for white people and
another car continuously for colored people, or whether they alternate ?

A. They must alternate, because we are continually changiug our cars about ;
for instance, we leave a car off to be cleaned. Naturally, in changing about
our cars, they are changed from day to day; and I am under the impression,
although I will not state it positively, that the car which goes down with white
people comes back from Alexandria with colored people in it. I cannot be
poritive, but I am under that impression. By the natural changing of our cars
in being washed and cleaned, they would come i that rotation. For instance:
there are four cars; we throw one out in the middle of the day to be cleaned ;
when that comes back another one goes out, and in that way alternating the
train. The car in one position to-day would be in another to-morrow ; ro that
they would change about from day to day.

By Mr. StMNER:

Q. Waas this policeman an official of the road?

A. He was not an appointment of our own. He was detailed by the mayor
of Alexandria at our request. I requested the detail of a special policeman to
preserve order at the depot.

Q. Wea this man there habitually, or only for that day !

A. He had been employed for about two months. He was on duty at that
point to preserve order, keep boya off the cars and trains, &e.

Q. Was he paid by the rofd for this service?

A. Yes, gir; we paid S1 50 per day.

Q. Then, though not in the common senze of the term an appointee of the

road, he was really a servant of the road ?
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A. Yes, air; he was an employé of the road, but detailed and appointed by
the mayor, or put in the position of epecial policeman. He had his badge on.
I had manufactured a badge for the officer at that point.

I should like to make a statement, if it is proper, in regard to the manage-
ment of my road. I say to the committee frankly there has been no disposition
on the part of myself, as an officer of the road, to throw any obstacle in the
way of the colored people. On the contrary, separating them, as you call it,
from one car to another was done for the purpose ¢ f getting rid of this difficulty
and annoyance in the care about riding with colored people, and it was for their
benefit that we have made this distinction, and not for the purpose of throwing
any obstacles in their waf-; because the colored people of Virginia constitute a
large portion of the travel over the road ; and the employés have been instructed
to treat that claes kindly and pleasantly, in directing them in regard to the
transportation of the road.

By Mr. LaTHRoP :

Q. I should like to ask you whether, if a colored person should insist on

ing into any other car than the cne pointed out, your instructions have or

ave not been to use no violence, but let him have his way ?

A. My instructions to the employés have been, since I first took the position
of superintendent of the road, that while that rule was insisted upon, it should
be yielded in preference to raisiug trouble.

&. There has been no case where they have been ordered out or positively
forbidden going into a car here ?

A. I think not, on this side of the river.

By Mr. SumnER :

Q. You say “ on this side of the river?”

A. Yes, sir; within the District of Columbia. I say that, with regard to
the case on the other side, I do not know of any other instance on the other
side of the river, except this one, where there has been difficulty, or a peremp-
tory demand to leave the car.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. State whether any instructions were given to officers on that side of the
river on that point, or were they left to exercise their own discretion about the
use of force in seating passengers ? ‘

A. The conductor, Williams, who is running the local train, has been
instructed to get along with a case of that kind with the least difficulty or
trouble ; and it is oftentimes said to me that he passes by without seeing that
class of people, for the purpose of getting rid of this difficulty.

By Mr. LATHROP :

Q. Is that officer, Meade, still down there ¢
A. Mr. Meade has been discharged ; in other words, the office has been dis-
continued. We have no policeman at Alexandria. ‘

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. Hae your attention becn called to the condition of this woman, Kate
Brown ? '

A. Yes, sir.

Q. State to the committee whether the company has offered her any remu-
neration or satisfaction for her alleged sufferings, &e.? '

A. No, sir; I think not. I made the remark to the gentleman who called
to see me about it that I would call upon the lady if it was requisite or necessary.
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By Mr. LATHROP :

Q. Do you know whether the former officer, called the sccretary, Mr. Stewart,
or others, who would represent what are termed the stockholders, have made
any propositions ?

A. I do not.

By Mr. SUMNER :

Q. Is it the purpose of the company to give any pecuniary compensation to
this sufferer ? ,

- A. I cannot say as to the company. Mr. Lathrop represen.s the company

as receiver on this side of the river.

By Mr. LATHROP :

Q. Is there not an arrangement between you and your partner, as lessees,
and myself as receiver, 8o far as regards expcnses, that we should run this road
on joint account, either party giving the other 30 days’ notice of its discontinu-
ance; that is, we made a compromise in dividing the proceeds and expenses

A. Yes, sir; I think there is an order of the court to that effect.

Q. What I want to get at is this : that while you are superintendent of the
road, under those circumstances, of course you would naturally superintend your
own end, and that I agreed you should act as sach so that we would have but
one class of men employed, to save expenses, &c.?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then you do not claim that the company, as a company, have any con-
trol over either end of the road at this time !

A. No, sir; not as to its working operations or the employment of men, but
I say frankly, if it should become necessary to pay the expenses appertaining
to the injury sustained by this woman, if injury has been sustained by her at
our instance, I should feel in duty bound, under the arrangement of the receiver,

to pay whatever my proportion was,

By Mr. SUMNER:

Q. Is this same exclusion continued cn the road now since this outrage 7 Are
colored persons shut out of any car now ?

A. That is the regulation of the road, but there is no peremptory order to
that effect. No doubt if colored persons should insist on getting into the ladies’
car, they would be permitted to do 6. The conductor and brakesman act at
the other end of the road in the same capacity that they act here in regard to
seating passengers.

Q. Is there any reason for one rule at one end of the road, and aunother rule
at the other ? :

A. They are the same now.

Q. I understand that at the Washington end of the road colored persons et
their geats in any car ?

A. I say they are permitted at this end of the road the same as they are at
the other. ,

Q. To take their seats where they please, without being excluded ?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. In other words, the language of the statute is complete at this end and
20t complete at the other end ?

A. No, sir; I say they can do it at the other end now,

Q. That is, since this incident ?

A. Yes, sir; because the policeman has been dismissed, aud the conductor
and brakesman are assigned to that duty in Virginia.
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By Mr. LaTuropr:

Q. Had you ever given instructions to this policeman at Alexandria that in
case colored persons got into this car, to put them out at all hazards ?

A. I caunot say that I have any recollection of giving an order of that kind.
His duties were to direct passengers where to go. I may have given an order
of that kind, but I have no recollection of it now. '

Q. I understand from Mr. Phelps, your partoer, that such an order had never
been given to his kuowledge ?

A. It was not necessary to give an order of that kind from the very fact that
this man’s duty was to direct passengers where to go, and I had no reason to
believe that an occasion would arige where it would be neceszary to do such a

thing.
OSCAR A. STEVENS.

SeTH E. BEEDY sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Question, State your name and residence.

Answer. Seth E. Beedy; Augusta, Maine.

Q. State to the committee what you know, if anything, in relation to the
ulleged outrage committed on this woman—DMrs. Kate Brown.

A. About three weeks since, I visited Alexandria, in company with Mr,
Hinds. After I had stepped into the car, in the depot, and secured a seat to
come to Washington again, I noticed some disturbance, and I stepped to the
end of the car next to the rear one, I think; I will not be certain as to that,
but it was next to the car in which the trouble occurred. While there I saw a
lady—1I could not tell whether she was colored or not from where I was; she
had a black lace veil on; and a policeman, or a person who had a badge on his
coat, had hold of the woman, and seemed to be tryihg to prevent her from going
into the car. She was inside of the car, perhaps two feet from the door, and
the policeman was about on the threshhold of the door, and she beyond him, in
the car. In a moment another policeman, or another peraon came up, and they
took hold of her and forcibly brought her from that car where she was standing
when T first observed her, out on to the platform, and from there on to the side-
walk. Then I saw her p8int at the policeman, and heard her make this remark :
* I will have satisfaction for this abuse.” Then Mr. Hinds took the lady and
went forward with her. These were all the wordes I heard repeated on either
side. If you will allow me to refer to my diary, I can tell you the date, I think,

Q. Give the exact date,

A. T did not know that I should be called upon to testify in this case, but I
am in the habit of putting everything down in my diary, which I have in my
pocket. This was on Saturday, the Sth day of February. I put down this in
my memorandum.

Q. State what degree of ‘violence was used in ejecting her from the car.

A. I do not think I could hardly define the cxact degree of violence. It
was by violence, and that alone. She resisted, and would not willingly come
out, I noticed as she came out from the door that she came against the railing
of the car, and the policeman was close in towards the window and had his
arms around her, and the other man was pushing her forward and breaking her
bands from the railing—the railing next to the car. As she was Ea’ssing down,
the policeman was on one side, and the man aiding him was pushing her from
the railing on the other side—she had taken hold of that—and finally she was
thrust off the phatform.

Q. Did you observe any bruises or contusions of any kind, or apparent lame-
ness of arms or limbs ? ‘

A. I did not at that time. When I got outof the cars on Maryland avenue,
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where they stop in this city, I noticed that she had her arm bandaged up with
a handkerchief, I think, and was walking lame. Mr. Hinds was present at that
time. I do not know whether she took a carriage from there or not. After she
had been ejected from the car, I stepped forward to this man who wore the
badge and asked him if she had paid her fare, and he said she had a ticket.

: Q. D?id you hear either of these men aseign any reason for expelling her from
the car!

A. I did not hear those men assign any reason. I heard men on the side-
walk eaying that ¢ that car was for white people, and niggers should go for-
ward.” I did not hear any of the officers say anything of that kind.

SETH E. BEEDY.

Dr. ALexaxper . AvgusTta sworn and examined.
By the CHAIRMAN:

Question. State your name, place of residence, and business.
Answer. Alexander T'. Augusta; 402 Fourteenth street; physician and sur-
geon. . '

By Mr. SuMNER:

Q. Have you been in the service of the United States?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was your rank ?

A. Surgeon, with the rank of first major, and afterwards the brevet of lieu-
tenant colonel.

By the CHAtRMAN:

Q. State anything you may know in relation to the alleged outrage committed
on a woman named Kate Brown.

A. I have drawn up a statement, which, if it please the committee, I will
read as a part of my testimony. It is as follows:

WASHINGTON, D. C., February 28, 1868,

I was called apon on the 8th instant to attend Mrs. Kate Brown, who informed me that
she had been ejected from a railroad car at Alexandria, Virginia, and found, upon examina-
tion, that she bad received a contusion of the whole of the left side, involving injuries to
the shoulder and elbow joints, which were sprainued. She complained of severe pain in the
left side of the abdomen and chest. I found ako that she lml received quite s shock to the
neivous system. On the afternoon of the 9th she had con#Merable fever, the pulse rising
up to a hundred, and on the 10th she commenced to spit blood, which continued at intervals,
in smull quantitics; but on tha 14th she had quite a severc attack of hsemoptysis, and since
which sho has been very feeble, She complains at present of great wenkness at the small
of the back, and pains in left side of the aBdomeu and left hip joint.

A. T. AUGUSTA, M. B.

Since writing this statement, I may remark that I forgot to mention in it that
on the next day my attention was called to a swelling and bruises about the
left eye, and some days afterwards the eye commenced to inflame, which was
reduced on applications to it.

Q. Are you attending on her at this time as her physician and surgeon?

A. Ycs, sir.  With regard to the hemorrhage mentioned here, I did not see
her spit the blood; but there was a basin by the bedside with a considerable
quauntity ef blood in it. She did not spit any in my presence,

Q. Has she been confined to her room and bed, or cither, during the interval
between the 8th of February and the present time? :

A. She has been confined to her bed ever since.

Q. Have you been attending o her as ber physician during the whole period i

A. Yes, sir.  On the day that she received a summons to appear before the
committee I called on her, and told her that she might eit up a little and see if
she would be able to leave the room. She sat up, but zaid her back hurt her
go badly that she did not think she was able to walk, Under those circum-
..., Stances I did not think it safe for her to come out.
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By Mr. SumNER:

Q. What is her present condition ?

A. At present sho seems to be suffering with a great deal of weakness about
the back, and the left side of the abdomen, and the left hip joint.

Q. Are you able to explain more minutely the nature of those injuries? They
would seem from your account to be internal injuries.

A. Yes, sir, the injuries to the chest that caused the spitting of blood must
be internal; but I could not state to what extent that injary was inside.

" Q(.1 ?It must have been a very severe injury to have caused the spitting of

00

A. Yes, sir, it must have been; the treatment she received must have been
very severe to have caused that.

Q. Do you know if she had ever spit blood before ?

A. Never to my knowledge; I asked her, and she said she had not. I gave
orders since that time that she should be kept quiet, and kept as still as pos-
sible, fearing a second hemorrhage might come on. I understand she was of a
weakly constitution, and had been under a doctor’s care for some years ; but I
d}? not know exactly what is the cause of her disease; I did not investigate
that.

Q. You consider her, thern, seriously injured at this time ?

A. I certsinly consider her seriously injured. This hemorrhage I consider
more serious than anything else. I could not tell when that might come on,
or to what extent it migh* go. Iapplied remedies to relieve it which did relieve
it, and she has had no veturn of it since she took the remedies.

By Mr, LaTHroP:

Q. What is your opinion in regard to the present condition of the chest from
that injury? Do you apprehend any continuance of the spitting of blood ?

A. No, sir; I have not any reason to apprehend it from the condition in
which she has been kept ever since.

Q. How long is it since she spat blood

A. That was on the 14th of this month.

Q. For how many days, do you know? More than one day?

A. Only one day. She had spit blood two days before that, once or twice,
and she mentioned it; butgit was such a small quantity that I did not feel at
all alarmed until I found this large quantity.

Q. Did she complain of any chest iliness ?

A. Yes, sir; of a severe pain in the right side of the chest, and the sensation
such as one generally feels when there is a hemorrhage. She has complained
of fecling that sensation since that time, but no hemorrhage has taken place.

By Mr. SumsER:

Q. Can you tell, as a professional man, how long she will probably be con-
fined to the house now ? '

A. I could not say, only from her statement. She says her back is very
weak, and every time she attempts to get up or walk, she feels great pain in
the left hip joint, and side. She com(fﬂained of a very revere pain for three or
~ four days in the left side of the abdomen. I feared there was considerable
internal injury, but nothing worse than that occurred to that part of the system
that I am able to learn.

Q. Those symptoms would indicate that it was a case that would require a
good deal of time for her restoration ?

A. Yes, gir; I think it will require a good deal of time for her to recover her
strength, and be able to resume her duties,

b LTI T TR ST
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By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. What injury did you obscrve to her hand or arm, if any ?

A. There was an injury at the elbow joint, and the shoulder joint was swollen.
It appeared to be bruised from some kind of violence, either a blow or from
rubbing againat something. When I first examined the elbow joint I supposed
there was a fracture of the radius close up to the head; but upon a close exam-
ination afterwards, I thought it was merely a rupture of one of the small liga-
ments. I could perceive a crepitation there at first, which indicated a fracture;
hut afterwards, finding that the motion of the joint was not affected, I was sat-
isfied it was not a fracture, and she has been able to use the joint since that
time. There was some heat and tenderness about it, and a swelling for a few
days, which passed off on the application of remedies.

Q. Has the hand entirely recovered?

A. Yes, 8ir, ehe has recovered the use of the hand, and that still leads me to

belicve there was no fracture.
A. T. AUGUS.TA. Bachelor of Medicine.

WaSHINGTON, February 25, 1868.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the doctor does not think it advisa-
ble for me to go out to-morrow; but if it is convenient for you to call to-morrow
morning | will give you full details.

sYour bumble servant,
KATE,
264 G Street, bet. Fourteenth and Fifteenth.
Hon. James HARLAN. ’

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA, Fibruary 13, 1868.

Sir: In the suit of Joseph Davison and others againsi the Washington,
Alexandria and Georgetown Railroad Company and others, I was appointed
receiver by Judge Thomas, of the circuit court for Alexandria county. There
was an appeal from his decision granted to the present lessee of the road, and
the cgse is now before the court of ippeals of Virginia, at Richmond. In con-
sequence of the appeal, the road is, and has been under the control of the lessees,
Messrs, Oscar A. Stevens and W. Jackson Phelps, since the 5th day ofy May,
1866.

I have not bonded as receiver, and have never exercised any control over or
direction on the road.

Yours, very respectfully,
W. H. MARBURY.

Mr. J. Lathrop, the receiver on the Washington end of the road, will, or can,
substantiate my statement.

Hon. James HareaN,
Chairman of the Senate Committee on the Districs of (e umiia.

Statement of stockholders of Washington, Georgetown and Alezandria Railroad
Company.
BarTimore, Marck 9, 1868,

The subscribers, learning that there is a likelihood that some action may be
taken by the Senate prejudicial to the chartered rights of the Washington,
Georgetown and Alexandria Railroad Company, on account of the outrage lately

Rep. Com. 131—3
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committed in ejecting a colored woman from a car on said road, beg leave to
state that they are the holders of more than two-thirds of the capital stock of
the road, and that they are kept out of the possession and management of their
property by a fraudulent lease to Messrs. Stevens and Phelps, which lease
they are now contesting in the courts both of the District and of Virginia. And
they would respectfully suggest that any compensation to the injured party, or
enalties to be enforced, be against the persons or private property of the said
essees, and not from the property of innocent parties. | ,
H. R. RIDDLE,
(For The National Mechanics’ Baunk of Baltimore; The National
Union Bank of Maryland; The National Exchange Bank of
Baltimore; Measrs. Guin, Jonee & Co., New York; Mesars.
Kirkland, Chase & Co., of Baltimore, Maryland.)

Mv Dear Sir: I will be obliged if you will lay this paper before the com-
mittee.

Yours, respectfully, H. R. RIDDLE




