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Official USDA Food Plans: Cost of Food at Home at Four Levels,
U.S. Average, January 2008*

Weekly cost? Monthly cost?
Age-gender groups Thrifty | Low-cost | Moderate- | Liberal Thrifty | Low-cost | Moderate- | Liberal
plan plan cost plan plan plan plan cost plan plan

Individuals®
Child:
1 year 19.90 26.50 30.40 37.00 86.30 114.70 131.90 160.10
2-3 years 20.90 26.50 32.00 38.80 90.50 114.70 138.60 168.20
4-5 years 21.90 27.80 34.30 41.80 95.10 120.40 148.60 180.90
6-8 years 27.80 37.10 46.10 54.30 120.50 160.70 199.60 235.40
9-11 years 32.50 42.10 53.90 63.40 140.70 182.30 233.60 274.70
Male:
12-13 years 33.80 47.20 58.40 69.50 146.70 204.60 253.00 300.90
14-18 years 35.10 48.90 60.30 70.70 152.30 211.80 261.20 306.40
19-50 years 37.80 48.60 60.30 73.40 163.80 210.80 261.10 318.00
51-70 years 34.50 46.20 56.50 68.50 149.70 200.20 244.70 296.80
71+ years 34.60 45.70 57.00 68.90 149.80 197.90 246.90 298.30
Female:
12-13 years 33.90 41.30 50.20 60.30 146.90 179.10 217.40 261.20
14-18 years 33.80 41.50 49.60 60.70 146.30 180.00 215.00 263.20
19-50 years 33.90 42.60 51.70 66.80 146.70 184.40 224.10 289.50
51-70 years 33.40 41.20 51.20 61.40 144.90 178.50 221.70 265.80
71+ years 33.30 41.00 51.50 62.00 144.10 177.90 223.30 268.50
Families
Family of 2:*
19-50 years 78.80 100.30 123.20 154.20 341.60 434.70 533.80 668.30
51-70 years 74.80 96.10 118.40 142.80 324.00 416.60 513.00 618.90
Family of 4:
Couple, 19-50 years
and children—
2-3 and 4-5 years 114.50 145.40 178.30 220.80 496.10 630.20 772.50 956.70
6-8 and 9-11 years 132.00 170.40 212.00 257.90 571.80 738.20 918.40 1117.60

"The Food Plans represent a nutritious diet at four different cost levels. The nutritional bases of the Food Plans are the 1997-2005 Dietary
Reference Intakes, 2005 Dietary Guidelines for Americans, and 2005 MyPyramid food intake recommendations. In addition to cost,
differences among plans are in specific foods and quantities of foods. Another basis of the Food Plans is that all meals and snacks are
prepared at home. For specific foods and quantities of foods in the Food Plans, see Thrifty Food Plan, 2006 (2007) and The Low-Cost
Moderate-Cost, and Liberal Food Plans, 2007 (2007). All four Food Plans are based on 2001-02 data and updated to current dollars by
using the Consumer Price Index for specific food items.

2All costs are rounded to nearest 10 cents.

®The costs given are for individuals in 4-person families. For individuals in other size families, the following adjustments are suggested:
1-person—add 20 percent; 2-person—add 10 percent; 3-person—add 5 percent; 4-person—no adjustment; 5- or 6-person—subtract

5 percent; 7- (or more) person—subtract 10 percent. To calculate overall household food costs, (1) adjust food costs for each person in
household and then (2) sum these adjusted food costs.

“Ten percent added for family size adjustment.
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