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HR. BARFASH: Mre Fornay, weulc you please icentify yoursel” and

tall us your relationsoip to Dwight Fissnhower?

MA. FORNEY: My relationship with [wight Eisenhower dates back

many years. We ware bobth near the sam army, ag [ am two years

and twe duys older than Dwight snd my sarly remesbrancs of him

vas belng In the pawe Sundny achool class, Durine iy #schogl
vacation st the age of twelve, I worked at the Crsamery in the

east seotlon of Abilene. It wae Dwight'a job to coms to the
Ureamory sach day, either on feot or horpeback, bringing a gelion
can in which he took homs & mmlIlon of buttormill, Iwight's father
was the engineer and, slseo, in charge of the milk recsivins cepart-
ment, and on minn:g substitubed as butter-malkoes,

HE. DARBASH: Mr. Fornay, could you, plesass, give us the back-
fround on the founding and establishment of the Balls Springs
Creamsry in Auilone, and, also, how Dwisht Eisenhower's Cather cang

to be associated with the ersamery?

FR. FORNEY: The Selle Sprirpn Creanery Compamy's Tirst mosting
was orpamimec in & grove at the crossroads, nine miles south anc
three miles east of Abileone. The men who patherse at this mavting
ware HeGs Harahey, CoSe lHoffman, 211 5. Hoffman, Je&. Nisslsy, and



wy father, J.K. Fornay. In daming the organisation, we used nature
iteolfy, TIn tha rrove there was a s=all cresk [ed b springa, snd as
the question ol name was bein, Glsoussed, & milk cow came to the
spring with & bell around her peck. The name Belle Springs
Creamery Lo pany thus came to be. JoH. Fornoy was selected

to make s trip back east to investigato small ereararias,
equipment, ete., for the oparation of a ervamary. Upon his

raturn, construction of the creamsry was started in 1885,

nine miles mouth and three miles east of Abilens. A peneral
mereantlle store was alse bullt scross the road. This store
aontained the Post Offiece numed lonegal, Fansas. The produetien
af thip ereamery moon expanded to whars thay had larges surnlussg

of butter, for which they had no sals. S0 it was then decided

to bu'ld a Jarger plant in Abilens whars rail trapspertation

was available for uhipmonis of butter. A plot of real astate

vas purchased enst of the ity limith, at the sast snd of

Cottage Avarmm. A larrs bulldlng was built and was squipped

to produee s larg: quantity of buttar, Thia building was bullt
and in operation by 1690. The buttar miler, Hre Cols Husser,
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who was in charge of the butter production, was a brothere

in-law of [wi ht's fathor., e, fusser requested that an offer be
made to Mr, Fisechower, now living in Denison, Texas, that he be
offered a position in the Greamérys In 1092 the Dlsenhower's returned
to Abllene, Dwipht being two Jyears of age. An offics was opaned on
the second floor of Hodps Brothers Hardwgre bullding which was located
Just south of the present location of the Poat Offices The MMrat
property purchased a few ysars later wag the property of the gl
Irovers Hotel, thes famous hostelry of the cattle drivers from Texas,
The Creamery offics was locatsd in thia building, The Bar woom and
Jning Room were used as storaye for gar lots of tubs, aalt, and box
shickss This property purchased with wdditieral proparty, iz now

the present location of the oroamerys A bronsa placque on the front
of this bu' lding, donated by the Dalefe, contains the Histerioal
Btawas of this location, Thun, in later years, about 1900, cams
anotier increase, much larger tusineas, se thoy branched into the
manufacture of ice and ica eream and gold storage. This campany
turned out to be one of the largest inospendent creamerics in the
Middle Wost. #r, Eisenhower was enginesr in ths first oreamery

built in Abllene and know!ng what the now construction and the

new buainess msant and having no qualifications as a refriseration
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sngineer mads applisation and took a courss with the International
Corraspondense Sohools, Seranten, Pennaylvania. By the time the now
plant was ready to open, Mr. Eisenhower had a full fledpad certificate
ag a refriperation enginesr. Nearly all the Creamery employses, having
sons able to do the work, liired the= durlng school vaoations to work 1n
the erewncry. I remember ome suoh eoheol vacatien in 19046 witera Dnisht
and I were amplgyees on the sawe job. He had the right ohift, which
didn't require quite as much as work on ihe day shify. [wlecht

was ree-iving 32,50 a sonth and the eompany pald me 35.00 a month
because the day shift had congiderably -<ore work to cu serving the
delivery--ice delivery wagons and tha nelrhioring towns who purchased
iee there, transferring it to their own locations,

#He BARBASH: Mr. Fornay, could you, pl 2380, go back to 3 J1ittle bit
%o the Eisenhowor buisness= in Hopa, Nansaa, znd tell us about the
establishment of it and whi 1t failed, acd soc on.

MRi. PORNEY: This venture was protably in the aarly 'lul.*‘f-l::lluT Duds
liisenhover, Dwight's father, and a fellow member of this eroup by the
name of Milton Upod, opsmpd o mercantile bBusiness in Hope, Hansas,
wileh war an Inland tewn. OF sourss, in those days & mereantile
stere handled practieally every hine from a nsedls to a threshing

machine. This tusinsss thrived very well at th start becausa the
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farmers had poed erops, but toen they had & depresglon with poor
apops for a pericd of thres or four yearss Tha ereditors had to
take over and close up the biainess, se v, Elsenhower with his
fardly -owved to lonnisoh, Taxas. Of courss, Uwipht was not bern
until two years later in 1850 44 Danrigon, Texas. Now tis stary of
the mercantils tusiness, which I believe - o be authembic: Mr, Eisen-
sower's brother-in-low'y fathar, also row Pennsylvania, whe in
thome <dmys was consivered wealthy =an, paid eI'f all the eraditors,
took notos from the farmars, and witodn a few years sveryihing wam

peld off and tne busineass completely in the glsar,

MH. BAVEASH: Mp, Forne:, would you, please, tell us bout the Belle
Springs Creamery and how they made arransements to bring David
Eisenhower bagk to Abilens fror Cennison, Texas?

fle FOENEY1 The Croamsry wileh was bullt in the east of Abilenm,

was large enouph to necessitate a Full time onginear. Mr. Eisenhower 'a
brother-in-law, Mr. .0, Husser, was too butter maker and Hra. Musser
Was veary anxious to pet the Elsanhowar tamtly bask in Abilene, Mr.
“ipsnhover wae contacted and accapted the job and the records are

that he was pald 35.00 a morth as an enginesr and there was a
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deduction fro thar salary of 5,00 a menth, wideh I sincerely
believe, was a deduction to he repald for an advanes of nonsy to

bring the family bask to Abdilenas,

KRe EARBASH® Mr. Forney, when you were srowlns up in Abilens, did

Jou have very much contact witl Swirit Else:howar?

HR, FORWIY: There was a situaticn in Abilens whiah dlvided the

bown very mueh socisily. The people whe lived on the south side of
the tracks were a group that stayed pretiy close torather and tha
Baze thing a plied to the Paaple tShat lived on the north side el the
tracks To finish the prade school Twight went to the Carfield
dohcole=wTth and B%h rradeg--ind finlshed his grade school on ke
north side of the Lrack ant, of courss, tha social Fatherinee warg
mainly olassroomewlsc. Each class nac 1to own seiivitieg and,
naving bean two years clder, I happeped to bo two classes ahead of
Dwlpht in the school, so I can's aay very much as to further asgogine
tion with Iwisht,

Mile |ANBASHe Mr, Forasy, sould you, plegsa, tell un under what
elreumatances you Lecame—you want to work ab the Helle Springs
Creamsry ?

MR, FORNEY: This dates back to about 1904 where T was in dlgh Sechool
at the tiwe. I choae to lsave iiirn School (n ¥ Sophomors yoear
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and took a positien with the cresmmsry with stout a yoar's work in

tho different capacities in the Butter room, the enpine roem, and
the ioe room, when I was plven a Job in the office as shipping eolerk,
OF course, in teday's cabepory that 480 woula have veen eallad sort
of & traffic maparar, 1 had tharge of all the shipmomta of  utber
teth local, express and carload, In 1510y the eompany purchased

the Herington Oreamery Lampany at Heringten, and I wan sent down to
manare that rusiness. We olosed the orsamery thers and had a buyer
of cream in practically overy comsunity southwent as far as liveral
and gouts an far as the Oklahoma State line. Ths cream was ahipped
into Herinpton under the name of e Herington Creamery Company and
then reshipped to Abilena, The bunter rroducflon in Ransas of fered
an Pterssting aoctrast with the crop procuction. In practiecslly all
vhe southern and western part of Xangas ths poor aroep years alwyays
provesd to give us a larper production of bubter. This was dus to the
fact that f the farmers bad 2 pood yoar, wheal erops, and the Lusiness
of miliing cows didn't work out satlsfuetorily, thsy ati1l had
enourh monsy from the wheat erep to carry tham through., Where thsre
Wiy & year or two of drought and no wheat eropa, we aluwsya found that

the tu'ter procuction at the plants was vary much greater. This was
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becauns the millk produetiony nlory with the opes, wvas considerad
the moal ticket to them,

MH. BAHBASI: Mr., Forpmy, ecould you, please, tell us when you worked
the the sreumery with [wicht Eissnhower Bnd epuls you tell us any

interesting incidents that teck placs wiile ¥ou worked thers with him?

Mi. FORMEY: I remember an {.cldent during sehool vacatinn when I

was exployed on the wecomd floar of the buf léing and naling topethar
tutter boxes, I hspponed to come down Lhreurh the sngine -odm to the
wash room whiech was on the pround fleor, On raturnlg to the segand
flosr 1 had stopped on the Tirst floor ta talk to D.J. Elsenhoweree
i little conversation—and us we parted ne when througn the door
inte the bedler room and I staried te retiurn to the segond [loor.

ha I stood at toe landinp going up to the secend Clsor thare was a
terrific oodse. The povarnor belt on & eneine which operated all
of the churns and the power elsvators in the bullding broke and, of
gource, thers was the englne just Srunnt ¢ away" with such velopity
that the fly whell which was about &fsst in diamster axploded,
Portdons of that fly whzel had broken a stsam 1lnazand also, hit

ome of the ammoris pipes whish turped the ammonla pires looses I

remaabar very well, standing an that langing, that tim Cirat thing
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I saw was 4r, Eisenhowsr eomin: backdn and cuttiny off the stean

Tnls engine waa etill runnlne, althowpn all 1n waE, was the shalt,

da out off the stean Prom that, rar over and cut off tho ammonia

from the amuania tauk, Fortunately, if this had BAppened approximately
10 peconds soonar and whers < was gtanding ripht in front of this
enpine Lallkelny te Mr. Elseahower T don't thick I would be hape today

te tall this 'Et-ﬂr:rl

MR, DARBASH: Ry, Ferney, do you remember what kind of work Twmizht
cld at the Croamery and did ¥ou aver have an opportunity to wark
with him?

MR, FORMEY: Well, thars was one sunmar during our school vasation
that both gperated what they called tho "ica tank", by tading out
300 pound bloeis of 1ss ant cumplng and setting tham throuph a e hute
into the ice room and Iwlht had the rlgnt shift at that time, I
had the day shift, [Ha salary was 32.50 and I wos riven 35.00

4 month on the day shift. I had considarable more work te de
serving the delivery truicks and Lhe peopls frox outer communizies

who came inlwre to purchase ioce,

HR. BARBASH: Hr, Fornay, woat baskpround {nformatic- or what do Tou
know about Twight wher he wan prepardng to o to West Polnt and Wi
writing te varions pesople in ardsr o at at aprointment to West Poink?
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Mi. FORNEY: Dwipht pradusted from Abilene Hirh Schos) 4n 190% and,
of govrse, his father immediately put him on a job in the Croamary .
fwight had a youne, very rood friemd, by the name of Dverstt Haplett,
¥ho already had &h assignment at Annapolis in the Mavy and on ons of
Hanlett's returns to Abilenc. T pelieve was tha wnflumnen, that
grve Twicht the idea of trying fio 2t an gssirnment to Annipolin.
Howavar, he made the inguirsiss, ebtalued the eaglrnmant, and whan
it came to the studies, which wera in the sxamination, he was short
of two subjrets, that was in this examinstion that ha did not get

in Hivh School. fia Tather put his to work Cirine the bellers at
nirht, whiich probably took enly about 10 minutes out of the hour,

fim benad up on these subjects while he wae workinmg but by the time
he wms ready to take the sxasinitlon, he then was over the age limit
for Annapolis. Through the effort s of Ssnator voseph i, EBristow,
the Unived States Jsmator wisse reslicence wes at Salina, Kansas,

bia appolntment wan trarsfarred to West Point.

¥i. SATRGSH: How mue. help was Charley Yarger in gettins Dwipht
Eipenhowar his aprointment?

MR, FORNEY: Well, Mr. Harger was slways ready and willinp to pive

any youns Abilene boy a chance to achleve al .ost armything that he
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wanted to get. Dwlest recolved every consiceratin and hélp as
Mr. Harge: waz one of tha lendins ‘epublicans, and, of courss, was

very close to Semator Sristow.

MHe BARBASH2 Mr. Porney, you steted that you attendod Sundsy Sohogl
with Dwirht Eisenhower. I wonder L you gould tell us if thare wam
anyiidne interesting that Lhappened during those Years and 1T you
could giue us a brief rundown an the various religious beliars of
the Fiseshower Tamily,

Mit., FORMEY: PrastiosXly all of tae Eisonhower beys that wers old
anourh to go to Sundsy Gehool at Lhat tlme, attendsd the 2fwr
Brethern Church. The Surday School elass, whielh Iwipght and the
othar Eisepnhowar boys and I attendsd was “he oluss was sponsorsed
and our teacher happencd to be Tarloht's sunt, Mra, Masssr. In the
later yours 1 don't balieve that [rs, Elosubowsr, [wiphi's mother,
or bis father, was sver a mimber of thin religloun seet that came

from Pennsvylvania,

MR, PAHBANN: M, Forney, oid you work st proat lungth with He,
Eisenhower, that ig, David Sisenhowsr, and gould you sive us somas
tackground Information on hime=what sort of a man was ne and how

waa ke Lo work with and ao an?
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flta FORMEY: In the earl days o'the rirst ergams:y tuilt in

Abilsne, * wan employsd as the Frioting butter and, alase, the washing
of milk cans. Mr. U.J. Edisenhouar Was onie of the most wonderul
man'that I sver was in contact with:, Ha was a Priend of avery

en loyes of the ora:mery. In other words, II you were ~iven a man's
Job to d o a3 a boy hs olon't let You do 1t alobe but would halp you.
There were cthar mambers who had charge of other J eparments that-—

[ micht say--didn't sive you that cooperatdon. Y. ‘Yaenhower was
very methodieal in all of his work and I cousidar alm ens of toe
finest mon that I ever Ynew, Of Gourss, when the new buildingesthe
naw creamery—wes built I had worked under his supervision in the
marnufacture of igu,

M. BARBASH: Mr. Pornoy, eould you tell us why Lavid Edsenhower

laft Lthe ereamery and went to wark for ths United Hilitias?

MR, POANEY: When I cams baek frow Frante in 1919, having servea in
the World War I, it was presty Hocd o aabile dowm in the old prind
in the creamery. T had besn glvon an appartunity to take a position
in California and lsft in 1930, It wan after I had laft the creamsry
that Xr, Flsonhower Iaft the smployment an sncinser ana in A ahort
time ha was piven a positisn with the Enitad Power Compamy—Niverside
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Light and Posor “ompany——and, also, ths indspendent Telephone
coapany as in chargo of thelr papsl-n program. 48 far as his
p=loymant at the creamery, and that termination, I have no niorma-

tion as te the ghanpe of the employmarte.

HR. BAMEASH: Then, #r, Pornsy, did you ever sss Dwisiit Eisenhowsr
after he lelft Abdlens, that is, between the time he left to go to

West Folm: anc whan he became prominent in World <ar II3

MR. FORNEYtih, my contaet with Thi ghbee-both in correspondance
started on hiis return from the Phillippines whieh I believe was in
19L2. My contact with Iwlght dates back to the tise when hes returned
Frem the Pailldppines. Ye hed ptarted a sor t of correspondance and
being, a% that tine, 'n Jouthern Cal!fornia, I was & member of an
orpanization known ag tho Abilene Yickinaon Younty Assecistion
Soclety of Southern falifornia. Ir later years I served as its
pregldent. Ve had a reglstration, at ope time, of apcroximately
507 forwmer residents of Dickinson County and my real correspondancs
with Dwight wan of anytblng regarding nevs of any of his ol frisnds
out thers |n that comsunity, vhich vas alweye tranmmitted to him,

He was very ajpreciutive and T always received m nelmowledpsment

of any informatien whieh I had sant on to Mim,
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HR.BARIASH: Hr. Forney, after World War TI began when did you first
mant Dwipht Eisenhower apain?

HE, PORNEY s My fire® wisdt witn Dwignt was in 1945 and on his
initial viait back to the home tow: . I have had the pleasurs of
returning to Abilene on ‘many occcesions, mest of which were when ha
visited officially in Avilens. I bellsve Lhat there wvare only tweo
trips that he made to Abilens that I missed, It wes always 4 ploasurae
to coms bagle and visit with nim and 1t was & goou thing fo return
to the olo houe town wnen he wis hare because it orought many of
the old frisnds back to the town heve for the various and many

occasions and celobrati ons which werse done in his homor.

HR. BARBAAH1 Mr. Forney, I gaw a photosraph of you with a uniforfes
army tniform oo-=0f the World War TI are--erse-T wonder 47 you
could te'l us what your job smes in the army n orle War T+ and

whether or not you aver mat Dwight at thet tiref?

MRe FORNEY: Durlng that perlod, I, of eourss, had sons corrsscndanca
from Iwlphv. Ona of the flrs% thin- s rreatly appreociidisd was that

ho had sant me from England while hs was the Suprema A11ied Commandor,
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an sutopraphed photographs I still treaswre that ploture, ifter

the Pea-l Harbor inoident of 1941 and beins of the ape that I was,

I would uct ba scgeptad into the regular armpy. 1 assisted lpo

Southeri "alifovsis in the organizaticn o ¢ the Lalifornia State Ly ~d
which was an sueilior to the Hatlonal Cuard, We cuuld not be scosmtad
into the regular arm st that time beeause it was made up of the

alder mar. Dee to the fact that thars gere so mary Jaransae in “outh-
ern California, wa went on active duty as of December 7, 1801, I
served the State of Ualifarnda for anrroximataly fwo years and cams

put with the =ank of HMajor.

¥R, DAVEASH:D Mr. Formey, did you aver get invelved in polisice in
the sarly 1950's when Dwight Zlsenhowar ran for prsgldsnt or avan
belore then when he was—when the build up was borlnalny as Tar hack
as 194 jeedid you ges invelved ln any political deinps regarding

Memeral timnphower?

MR, FORKEY: During the early dsya in the campalpn-—of eourse,
before the conventicn—the arganization knoun ag the Zitigene Lor
Fisenhower Uormittes In Southern Lalifornia was formed. I was &

pamber of that crganizaticn and vms manapsr nf the campaijn whioh
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we put on in the City of (Mendale, The Lity of Mendals, aprrocimaely
nad a bi- majority belongine to the Hepubligan Party mnd it was a
pretty trying Job to promete Inight in thet arca dos te the fact that
all—at that tine, prastically all of ths Republicans of Ulandale
wera for Usvornor Warren Mrat snd Taft maxt, or course, aftar the
noninaticr, whon Dwirht had recelvad Lhe nomination; then ha has

the entire support of 411 of ths Republlicans of the ity of Mlandals,

MR BARSAIH: Hp. Yorngy, did you anve ag opportunity to tall 4o
Duioht wien s vis'ted abilone in 1352 sitan he bagan his campaien
for the presldengyesif you did ie thore anything of slrnificapag
that he eslo to you that you thaink wartly of smentlonine here?

HRs FORNEY: Durine his first viait to “bilens when he mds his Cirst
APpedrance hare after the convention, though he was a Very busy man,
I had several short visits with him, dowsvar, it was not in a
privats place and any time that we visited 1t was oy meeting him in
the loboy of the Sunflower Aotel, ‘There waa always Somebody running
up %o shake hands with him but 7 dld have content with him st that
time and bad o littls viait wit his At the hame of Charley 4, Caga,

Who wWas ons of the prominsmh Bspublioans of the Stata——of Abilana,
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MR, BARBASH: Mr. Fornoy, several people in Abilene have said that
when they saw Dwicht 4in 1952 they aaked him why he declded to Tun
and he gave them varicus apgwers, [Md Dwleht Eisenhower avaer Five

JOU ANy reason wiy he decidsd %o run for tha PFresidency in 13527

MR, FORMEY: No, ! don't believe that aver cans upe Ho way influsnced,
of course, wiile he was gtill wver 1 farls, bulny contgeted by a

lot or prominent Reputlicans and Tercorats, Yelore he came back I

had & lebtore-T can't Eiva the date of {t now—ebut 1t wap = lettar
gontlraing what he had dons thot week, of the decision na had made,
The latyor 4idn't comtain the deeision tut the decloien that ke did
mace 1n that letier was wheihor ho was o depublican or a Desserst,

The world knows bhot his statement Wiz to declare himself a Hepublican,

KR, BARDASH: M. foruay, aPter Elsenhowsr was elected did you heve
an ~ppoartunlty to attend the inauguratlion or any of the Bisy dinnera
at the White Holuse=—ss ssveral othap propinmt Atdlae poopls did?

WR. FORNTY: Well, livimg in Callfornia, I wm sorry that & dida't

have the opportunity of ecvar pebtting to Wasaiesben whils ha WA
President, dowsver, I did havs a Speula’ [rvitation st agy tigs s
cane tack and pay him a vigit at the dalry farme-=tha farm at Cattynbirg,
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On numercus cocasfors somn of his old friends, and lstar the membery
of the Eisenhowsr Foundation ware entertained at the White House.

¥R, BAHBASH: pr, Fornay, have you gesn Oensral Fisenhower sipoe he
1laft the Presidanoy?

MR FORIFY: %o, the only timm that T've seen him is when ha-<that
I've had a4 chanse to wigit with himeewne two yases are ot A pprox.
maiely about this tims of the Pipat of Hay at the dedication o f the
Lbrary, Thers I had a vary mlos visit with the ertirs familyhe
and Mamie mnd farl, Edear and Hllton.

¥He HAHEASH: Mp, formey, on behElf of the Limenhover--the staf?
of tha Eissnhowar Liorary i would thank you very much for allowing
U8 to interview you thls afternoen andg uridess you have amything 4o

add I tl]]j-ﬂk WE Will alpes this ir-ttm"r'.l.':"ll'.

M, FORNEY: Ho, I think we have covered praetically everybhing and
L wart the otaff here to know that 1 approciate vory moch having
thiz opportunity te t211 She ntory-«s le. of whish hun bosn teltde-

bul wa may have added somp now Liemn tq = that mlshit or inlerssting,

LA S S A I A
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