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NGAC Purpose
The Committee will provide advice and recommendations related to 
management of Federal and national geospatial programs, 
development of the NSDI, and implementation of OMB Circular A-16 
and Executive Order 12906. The Committee will review and comment 
on geospatial policy and management issues and provide a forum to 
convey views representative of non-Federal stakeholders in the 
geospatial community.
Under Federal Advisory Committee Act rules, the duties of the 
Committee are solely advisory.  The Committee provides counsel and 
advice to the Secretary of the Interior through the Designated Federal 
Officer (DFO).

*NGAC Charter
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NGAC Mission

To provide strategies regarding the creation, management and 
dissemination of cohesive geospatial data, information and 
knowledge to enable commercial, academic, and nonprofit 
organizations and all levels of government to more effectively:

empower and serve the public 
protect our homeland
foster economic growth
advance science
manage our resources
prepare for and respond to emergencies
govern our nation

* Adopted by NGAC, June 2008



National Geospatial Advisory Committee

NGAC Operations
Sponsored by Interior Department – administrative 
support provided by FGDC
Meets 3-4 times per year
Public meetings – including opportunities for public 
comment/input
Subcommittees meet between committee meetings –
develop materials for consideration by full committee
More information, including all meeting minutes and 
materials, posted at: 

www.fgdc.gov/ngac

http://www.fgdc.gov/ngac
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Key NGAC Activities – 2008/2009
2008:

Approval of Mission Statement, Bylaws, Plan of Action
Endorsement & Recommendations on Imagery for the Nation
Recommendations on Geospatial Line of Business
“Changing Landscape” White Paper
Administration Transition Recommendations
Endorsement & Recommendations on National Land Parcel Data Study 
Review of OMB Circular A-16 Draft Supplemental Guidance

2009:
Recommendations to FGDC on Economic Stimulus
Approval of NGAC Strategic Vision
Dialogue on National Geospatial Policy and Strategy
Endorsement of Imagery for the Nation (IFTN) Record of Decision
NSDI Metrics Paper
Economic Recovery “Lessons Learned” paper
Geospatial Policy Benefits Paper
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Key NGAC Activities – 2010/2011
2010:

Adopted resolution endorsing Geospatial Platform initiative
Reviewed and provided comments on Geospatial Platform Modernization Roadmap initiative
Provided feedback on National Broadband Map
Adopted recommendations related to The National Map
Adopted Local Government GIS Best Practices Paper
Provided recommendations to FGDC on Federal Trade Commission report, “Protecting 
Consumer Privacy in an Era of Rapid Change”

2011:
Developed recommendations on the Geospatial Platform initiative, the National Land Imaging 
Program, Transportation for the Nation, and the Lidar/laser pointer issue.
Adopted a paper on best practices for interagency data sharing
Held  “spotlight sessions” on the topics of interagency data sharing, geospatial workforce 
development, and National land parcel data.
Developed draft papers on Geospatial Workforce Development and Innovative Strategies for 
Geospatial Programs and Partnerships
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Key NGAC Products 

NGAC Transition 
Recommendations

Changing Geospatial Landscape 
White Paper
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Key NGAC Products 

GIS Best Practices for Local Government Interagency Data Sharing Paper
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Key NGAC Products 

Geospatial Workforce Paper Innovative Strategies Paper

 

Geospatial Workforce Development 
  

A compendium of white papers focused on  
advancing geospatial workforce development.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A Report of the  
National Geospatial Advisory Committee 
 
January 2012 
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Key NGAC Products 

Geospatial Strategy Paper National Address Database Paper
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2012 FGDC Guidance to NGAC
Developed based on input and suggestions from FGDC Steering 
Committee and Coordination Group, and input from NGAC 
members
Primary Topic Areas:

Geospatial Platform 
Landsat
OMB Circular A-16 Data Themes
National Enhanced Elevation Assessment
National Address Database
National Hydrology Database

NGAC Points of Contact (POCs) for key programs
Guidance posted at:
http://www.fgdc.gov/ngac/meetings/april-2012/2012-fgdc-guidance-to-ngac.pdf

http://www.fgdc.gov/ngac/meetings/april-2012/2012-fgdc-guidance-to-ngac.pdf
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NGAC – Key 2012 Activities
Approval of white paper on Geospatial Workforce 
Development
Approval of white paper on Innovative Strategies for 
Geospatial Programs and Partnerships
Establishment of NGAC Landsat subcommittee; 
approval of two Landsat papers
Recommendations on National Enhanced Elevation 
Program
Feedback on Geospatial Platform Business Plan
Approval of National Geospatial Strategy paper
Approval of National Address Database paper
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Upcoming Activities

Next NGAC Meetings:
April 2-3, 2013 (NCTC, Shepherdstown, WV)
June 11-12, 2013 (AIA Building, Washington, DC)
Sept 10-11, 2013 (AIA Building, Washington, DC)

2013 Call for Nominations
FGDC will issue Call for Nominations for next round of 
appointments in Spring 2013
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www.fgdc.gov/ngac
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