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 HCUPnet can be found at 

and provides instant access to2national and regional data from the Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project, a Federal-State-industry
partnership in health data maintained by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality.3
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Construct validity.   Construct validity analyses provided information regarding the
relatedness or independence of the indicators.  If quality indicators do indeed measure quality,
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A full report on the literature review and empirical evaluation can be found in Refinement of the
HCUP Quality Indicators
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Low Birth Weight Rate

Infants may be low birth weight because of inadequate interuterine growth or premature birth. 
Risk factors include sociodemographic and behavioral characteristics, such as low income and
tobacco use during pregnancy.

Relationship to Quality Proper preventive care may reduce incidence of low birth weight, and
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Urinary Tract Infection Admission Rate
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Hypertension Admission Rate

Numerator:
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The impact of chance on apparent provider or community health system performance
must be considered. Unobserved patient and environmental factors may result in substantial
differences in performance among providers in the absence of true quality differences.












































































