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Introduction to the AHRQ Prevention Quality Indicators

Prevention is an important role for all health care providers.  Providers can help
individuals stay healthy by preventing disease, and they can prevent complications of existing
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Construct validity.  Construct validity analyses provided information regarding the
relatedness or independence of the indicators.  If quality indicators do indeed measure quality,
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summary score was derived by assigning a weight to each ranking (e.g., 3, 2, 1, 0) and summing
across these nine individual tests.  Higher scores indicate better performance on the empirical
tests. 
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Table 1. Precision Tests

Measure Statistic Interpretation

Precision. Is most of the variation in an indicator at the level of the provider? Do smoothed estimates of quality
lead to more precise measures?

a. Raw variation Provider Standard Unadjusted Provider variation is si

























B-40Version 2.1 Revision 2 (October 9, 2002)

168. Williams GR, Jiang JG, Matchar DB, et al. Incidence and occurrence of total (first-ever and


