
    MINUTES OF THE NUTRITION COORDINATING COMMITTEE (NCC)  
    MEETING, NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH (NIH)  

       Rockledge 2, Conference Room 9100-9104, Bethesda MD 
             July 6, 2006 2:00- 4:00 PM 

 
WELCOME  
Dr. Van Hubbard, Director, Division of Nutrition Research Coordination (DNRC), 
convened the meeting at 2:01 PM and welcomed participants.  Participating via 
phone were Dr. Deborah Galuska, CDC NCCDPHP; Shirley Gerrior, USDA 
CSREES; Dr. Elizabeth Maull, NIH NIEHS; Dr. Deborah Olster, NIH OBSSR; Dr. 
Daniel Raiten, NIH NICHD; Ms. Dorothea Vafiadis USDA CNPP; and Dr. Susan 
Welsh, USDA CRSEES. The agenda for the meeting is provided as Appendix A, 
and the list of attendees is provided as Appendix B.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE MAY 4, 2006 NCC MEETING 
Minutes from the May 4, 2006 NCC Meeting had previously been sent to NCC 
members via email.  Dr. Hubbard asked if there were any other corrections to the 
minutes.  There were none.  Dr. Paul Coates, Office of Dietary Supplements 
(ODS), made a motion to approve the minutes, and Dr. Sharon Ross, National 
Cancer Institute (NCI), seconded the motion. The minutes were thus approved 
and will be posted on the DNRC website, http://www.dnrc.nih.gov, along with the 
minutes from previous NCC Meetings. 
 
NUTRAGENOMICS AND METABOLOMICS AT UNC CHAPEL HILL: A NEW 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE  
Dr. Steven Zeisel, Kenan Professor of Nutrition at UNC Chapel Hill, presented 
details about the new UNC-Chapel Hill Nutrition Research Institute (NRI), which 
will be completed in November of 2007. The campus will include not only the 
UNC NRI but also the NC State Plant Science and Ag Genetics Center, UNC 
Greensboro A&T – post harvest, NCCU  - Zebrafish metabolism, the Duke 
Translational Medicine and clinic, a girl’s science high school, as well as industry 
(biotech startups). The campus will be located in Kannapolis, North Carolina. The 
NRI has been funded by state funds as well as those contributed by David 
Murdock, owner of Dole Foods, Castle and Cook.  Convinced that diet has kept 
him healthy, David Murdock is very interested in bettering health through nutrition 
and has been very generous in his contributions to the NRI.  
 
The NRI will focus on using cutting edge genomic, proteomic, and metabolomic 
biotechnology to develop innovative approaches to understanding the role of diet 
and activity in normal brain development, the prevention of cancer, and the 
prevention and treatment of obesity.  The NRI will advance the study of human 
nutrition by enhancing understanding of why individuals vary in their 
requirements for specific nutrients and how optimal nutrition improves health. 
Internationally recognized leaders in all areas of nutrition, partner University 
research programs in agricultural genetics, translational medicine, and food 
science, and a core facility with state of the art equipment for genomic and 

http://www.dnrc.nih.gov/


proteomic and metabolomic analysis have already committed to this research 
campus.  The NRI will provide a unique opportunity to: 
 

1. Use genomic, proteomic, and metabolomic methods to characterize 
humans in a manner not previously possible – by identifying 
characteristics that predispose individuals to increased requirements for 
specific nutrients  

2. Conduct focused research in model systems to understand the potential 
mechanisms and significance of these individual differences in metabolism 

3. Use this new understanding of human metabolic individuality to develop 
highly targeted solutions that will include clinical and community-based 
interventions with the goal of optimizing brain development and function, 
as well as preventing cancer, obesity, and the many sequelae of obesity 
(e.g. diabetes).  

 
Because of the opportunities listed above, the NRI may be of strong interest to 
NIH funded projects.  For more details, please see Appendix C, which is the 
Planning Document for the center at Kannapolis. Also attached is the access 
information provided by Dr. Zeisel for the Nutrition in Medicine website.  This can 
be found in Appendix D.  
 
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF GENETIC METABOLIC DIETITIANS, 
INTERNATIONAL (GMDI): OPPORTUNITIES FOR RESEARCH AND 
CLINICAL PRACTICE 
Ms. Kathryn Camp, a dietitian at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center, 
presented to the NCC an overview of a new professional organization, the 
Genetic Metabolic Dietitians International (GMDI).   Due to the fact that providing 
clinical care and nutrition therapy for patients with rare inherited genetic disorders 
requires extensive knowledge and experience, there was a need for collaboration 
across state and national boundaries and for the education and mentorship of 
those new to the field. Responding to these identified needs, the GMDI was 
created by a group of experienced dietitians and was incorporated as a non-profit 
professional association in July, 2005. Their first Annual International Metabolic 
Nutrition Conference was held in April, 2006.  
 
GMDI’s mission is to provide standards of excellence and leadership in nutrition 
therapy for genetic metabolic disorders through clinical practice, education, 
advocacy, and research.  Benefits of this organization include a central location 
for dietitians and metabolic physicians with expertise in metabolic nutrition, 
management of patients across the lifespan by helping to transition care into 
adulthood, partnership with a variety of institutions, and an international 
membership.  They also offer researchers a better understanding of metabolic 
pathways.    
 
More information can be found in the attached GMDI History and Fact Sheet 
(See Appendix E). 
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HNRIM: DATA AND DIRECTIONS  
Mr. Jim Krebs-Smith, DNRC, provided the NCC with a detailed presentation on 
the origin and purpose, database structure, trends, and access capabilities of the 
Human Nutrition Research Information Management System (HNRIM).   The 
database has been operational since 1985 and is maintained by the HNRIM staff 
at the DNRC.  Federal Agencies represented in the database include the 
Department of Health and Human Services, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
the Agency for International Development, the Department of Veteran Affairs, the 
Department of Commerce, the Department of Defense, the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, and the National Science Foundation.  
 
Components of HNRIM include a definition of human nutrition, a classification 
(coding) system to permit an aggregate overview of research, and the data 
elements pertaining to specific project information.  Data is used to prepare 
reports, provide information for congressional testimony, provide final confirmed 
obligations for Institute nutrition-related research and training activities, and to 
cooperate with the ODS to identify and capture relevant dietary supplement 
research and provide a subset of HNRIM data for the CARDS database.  It can 
also be used to show trends in nutrition-related research over time as well to 
identify the most commonly used codes in a given year.  In 2005 the top 5 codes 
were Obesity, Anorexia and Appetite Control (n=1,225), Cancer and Nutrition 
(n=1,147), Other Diseases and Nutrition (n=1,109), Prevention and Nutrition 
(n=921), and Cardiovascular Disease and Nutrition (n=844).   
 
HNRIM data and related reports can be accessed on the public website, 
http://hnrim.nih.gov, or on the update website, http://hnrim.nih.gov/update,  
with an NIH password.  The update site enables an individual to login to a 
particular Institute’s or Agency’s data where financial information can be 
accessed.  Next steps for the database include possible code revisions, new 
approaches to expedite data updates and approvals, and Knowledge 
Management for Disease Coding.   

For more information or further tutorial, contact Mr. Jim Krebs-Smith (Jim.Krebs-
Smith@nih.hhs.gov) or Ms. Karen Regan (Karen.Regan@nih.hhs.gov) at the 
DNRC. 
 
UPDATE ON EVIDENCE-BASED REVIEWS IN DIET AND NUTRITION 
Dr. Paul Coates, ODS, provided a follow-up to the discussion of Evidence-Based 
Reviews at the last NCC meeting in May. Since then, a meeting of interested NIH 
staff was convened in June to discuss next steps.  Among these will be to plan a 
workshop that brings together systematic review experts and the Federal 
nutrition community to address the specific needs and challenges of evidence-
based reviews in this field. 
 
Related activities have included a meeting convened at the end of May by 
USDA’s Center for Nutrition Policy and Promotion and DHHS’s Office of Disease 
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Prevention and Health Promotion to inform Federal staff about the processes 
involved in several examples of evidence-based review.  The meeting included 
presentations by the Cochrane Collaboration, the American Dietetic Association, 
the US Preventive Services Task Force, and the US Guide to Community 
Preventive Services.  Another meeting convened by ILSI Research Foundation in 
June explored approaches and challenges for evidence-based reviews in 
nutrition with Federal representatives, academia, and the private sector. 
 
The Office of Dietary Supplements (ODS) has sponsored an evidence-based 
review on vitamin D, which will appear in late 2006.  The focus of the review will 
be on research needs.  Once it appears, ODS and other Federal partners expect 
to convene a workshop that will address issues posed by the review and that will 
build on the review for the purpose of informing other needs for vitamin D (such 
as Dietary Reference Intake recommendations and Dietary Guidelines). 
 
Comments from members of the NCC on any aspect of the evolving initiative are 
welcome.  Please contact Paul Coates (ODS) or Rachel Ballard-Barbash (NCI). 
 
UPDATE FROM THE DHHS OFFICE OF DISEASE PREVENTION AND 
HEALTH PROMOTION (ODPHP) 
Ms. Kathryn McMurry provided the NCC with several updates from ODPHP: 
 

• The Dietary Reference Intake Research Synthesis Workshop was held on 
June 7th and 8th at the Keck Center of the National Academies.  Ms. 
McMurry remarked on the high caliber of individuals involved with the 
workshop. A summary report will be available at the end of September.  

• Healthy People 2010:  The Nutrition and Overweight chapter will soon be 
sent to the workgroup for final review.  The Progress Report will be held in 
December 2007. 

• National Prevention Summit:  The Summit will be held on October 26-27 
at the Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill.  The planning committee 
is currently reviewing abstracts that have been submitted. 

• Ms. McMurry announced that CAPT Penny Royall has been assigned to 
lead the Secretary’s Prevention initiative as part of one of the 9 HHS 
priorities for America’s Health Care announced in May by Secretary 
Leavitt.  It will address the key areas of the President’s HealthierUS 
initiative, including nutrition, physical activity, preventive screenings, and 
avoiding risky behaviors.  More details will be provided at the next 
meeting. 

• The National Obesity Action Forum was held on June 5th and 6th, 2006.  
The event provided opportunities from speakers across the various 
regions to highlight examples of successful community, state, and regional 
programs related to obesity. Ms. McMurry has received very positive 
feedback from the event.  A summary is being prepared by DNRC and will 
be available at a later date.  
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• Ms. McMurry introduced Ms. Holly McPeak to the NCC.  Ms. McPeak 
joined the ODPHP staff as a Nutrition Advisor in May and is working with 
Ms. McMurry on Dietary Guidance Reviews, as well as several other 
projects.  Ms. McPeak is a nutrition scientist who has worked in several 
areas of the Department of Agriculture, including development of national 
nutrition policy, implementation of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 
food service management systems, food assistance programs, food safety 
education, as well as being a member of the Healthy People Food Safety 
Work Group. 

  
NIH OFFICE OF DIETARY SUPPLEMENTS (ODS) 
Dr. Paul Coates provided the NCC with several updates from ODS: 
 
The next meeting of the Trans-Agency Working Group on Dietary Supplements 
will be held on October 19, 2006 at the Neuroscience Center, 6001 Executive 
Blvd.  Among the topics will be follow-up activities and actions related to ODS-
sponsored evidence-based reviews including the series on omega-3 fatty acids. 
 
The recent State-of-the-Science Conference on Multivitamins/minerals and 
Chronic Disease Prevention is followed up with: 

• The Expert Panel summary, which is present in draft form on the Office of 
Medical Applications of Research website 
(http://consensus.nih.gov/2006/MVMDRAFT051706.pdf).   

• The evidence-based review that supported the conference is on the 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality website 
(http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/tp/multivittp.htm).  

• Proceedings of the conference, including all papers presented, which will 
appear as a supplement to American Journal of Clinical Nutrition in 
December 2006. 

 
 
UPDATE OF DNRC ACTIVITIES 
 
OPSAI Presentation 
Dr. Van Hubbard briefed the NCC members on a presentation of OPASI (Office 
of Portfolio Analysis and Strategic Initiatives: http://opasi.nih.gov/) that took place 
on June 16th.  Three trans-NIH committees (the Prevention Research 
Coordinating Committee (PRCC), the Nutrition Coordinating Committee (NCC), 
and the Behavioral & Social Sciences Research Coordinating Committee (BSSR-
CC)) put together an audience for the NIH Deputy Director, Dr. Raynard Kington, 
who provided the status and direction of the new OD office. Analogous to 
Roadmap, OPASI will provide NIH Institutes and Centers with the methods and 
information necessary to manage their large and complex scientific portfolios.  It 
will identify – in concert with multiple other inputs – important areas of emerging 
scientific opportunities or rising public health challenges, and will assist in the 
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acceleration of investments in these areas, focusing on those involving multiple 
ICs. 
 
Once announcements are made for submissions, Dr. Hubbard asked the NCC to 
bring ideas to the DNRC.  He pledged assistance of the DNRC staff to aid in the 
generation and initiation of proposals.  However, once developed, the proposed 
initiative would need to have an Institute or Center identified as the lead for 
submission to OPASI.  Dr. Hubbard expressed the importance of stimulating 
research that would otherwise not have a firm home in any one particular 
Institute or Center.  
 
 Nutrition Education Subcommittee (NES).   
Dr. Jean Pennington, DNRC, provided an update of the activities of the NIH NCC 
NES.  For the calendar year 2006, the NES has received 19 documents for 
review including two from NIH, nine from other DHHS agencies, and eight from 
USDA.  Materials reviewed or under review since the last NCC meeting are: 
- Women’s Health USA 2006 (Maternal and Child Health Bureau, HRSA) 
- Summer Spotlights (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 

DHHS) 
- MyPramid Menu Planner (Center for Nutrition Policy and Promotion, USDA) 
- Rethink Your Drink (CDC, DHHS) 
- How WIC Helps (Food and Nutrition Services, USDA) 
A listing of reviewed and published NIH nutrition education materials is provided 
on the DNRC website.  Updates from NCC members should be communicated 
to the DNRC. 
 
 REPORTS FROM NCC MEMBERS AND LIAISIONS 
 
Dr. Dan Raiten, NICHD, announced that the WHA (World Health Assembly) 
recently passed a resolution regarding Nutrition and HIV/AIDS.  He also 
described a recent proposal entitled, “Development of Evidence Base for 
Interventions to Ameliorate Micronutrient (MN) Insufficiencies in Resource-limited 
Settings.” If anyone is interested in being involved in this effort, please contact 
Dr. Raiten at raitend@mail.nih.gov.  
  
Dr. Kathy Ellwood, FDA, announced an upcoming meeting hosted by FDA and 
the Montreal Heart Institute on Biomarkers and Surrogate Endpoints.  It will take 
place on September 18-20, 2006 at the Bethesda Marriot North.  Information will 
be available at http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/. 
 

Dr. Joan McGowan, NIAMS, announced that The American Society for Bone and 
Mineral Research (ASBMR) is convening a meeting on Contemporary 
Diagnosis and Treatment of Vitamin D-Related Disorders,  December 4-5, 
2006, at the Crystal Gateway Marriott in Arlington, Virginia, USA. Information is 
available at: http://www.asbmr.org/vitamind.cfm. 
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NEXT NCC MEETING 
There will not be a meeting in August or September.  The next meeting will be 
October 5, 2006. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 PM. 
 
LIST OF APPENDICES 
Appendix A - NIH NCC Meeting Agenda for July 6, 2006  
Appendix B - NCC Meeting Attendees for July 6, 2006 
Appendix C – Planning Document: UNC-Chapel Hill Nutrition Research Institute 
at Kannapolis 
Appendix D – NIM (Nutrition in Medicine) 
Appendix E – Genetic Metabolic Dietitians International (GMDI) History and Fact 
Sheet 
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APPENDIX A 
NIH Nutrition Coordinating Committee Meeting 

Agenda  
 

Thursday, July 6, 2006 
2:00-4:00pm 
Rockledge 2, CR#9100-9104 
 

1. Welcome………………………………..……….………..……………….Van S. Hubbard 
 
2. Approval of Minutes of May 4, 2006 Meeting………….….…………....Van S Hubbard  

 
3. "Nutragenomics and metabolomics at UNC Chapel Hill:                                            

new research institute "…………………………………….Steven Zeisel, MD, Ph.D. 
     Associate Dean for Research 

     School of Public Health 
     UNC - Chapel Hill 

 
4. “Goals and Objectives of Genetic Metabolic Dietitians, International (GMDI):  

Opportunities for Research and Clinical Practice”………………..Kathryn 
      Camp, MS, RD, CSP  -  WRAMC, D.C.   

 
5.  HNRIM: Data and Directions………………………..……..…………...Jim Krebs-Smith 
 
6.  Update on Evidence-Based Reviews in Diet and Nutrition……......…Paul Coates, ODS 
& Rachel Ballard-Barbash, NCI 
 
7.  ODPHP Update……….………….………………...……………..……Kathryn McMurry 

 ODPHP/OS/HHS 
 
8. ODS Update………………….……………………………...………….Paul Coates, ODS   

 
9. Current DNRC Update of Activities….........…………………...…………...DNRC Staff 

 OPSAI Presentation …………..……………………………….…..Van S Hubbard 
 HNRIM Update………………………….........……….................Jim Krebs-Smith 
 Nutrition Education Subcommittee Update…..…..……………...Jean Pennington* 
 International Committee Information..………..….Pam Starke-Reed/Dan Raiten * 

 
10. Reports from NCC Members and Liaisons…………………….………..NCC Members 

 
11. Next Meeting:  October 5, 2006 

 
12. Old Business 

 
 
 
* Updates will only be included in the minutes of the meeting. 
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 APPENDIX B.  NCC MEETING ATTENDEES FOR JULY 6, 2006 
 
                                   Members Present   Members Absent      Alternates Present 
Chairperson:              V Hubbard                            P Starke-Reed                                              
 
NIH Members: 
NCI                            J Milner                       S Ross            
NHLBI                        D Danford                                                                      
NIDCR                            R Nowjack-Rayner 
NIDDK                       C Miles                                        
NINDS                        M Mitler               
NIAID                                                     M Plaut                                                             
NIGMS                            S Somers 
NICHD                                                         G Grave                       D Raiten                                                                   
NEI                            N Kurinij                          
NIEHS                       E Maull                                                                 
NIA                            J Hannah                                               
NIAMS                            J McGowan                                            
NIDCD                            B Wong                         
NIMH                            P Muehrer 
NIDA                            G Lin 
NIAAA                       R Breslow                      
NINR                            Y Bryan 
NCCAM                            M Klein                        
NCRR                                                   L Yager 
FIC                                                              J Herrington               
NHGRI                                                                                                              
 
NIH Liaison Members:
CC                            N Sebring 
CIT                            J Mahaffey 
CSR                          S Kim                                                                   
NLM                            S Phillips 
OBSS                       D Olster 
OC                            M Stern 
ODS                          P Coates                         B Costello                                  
OD/ODP                   B Portnoy                           
OLPA 
ORWH 
PRCC                             M Vogel-Taylor                           
 
Agency Liaison Representatives:
CDC/NCCDPHP       D Galuska                                      
CDC/NCHS                                                   V Burt             
FDA                           K Ellwood                       
HRSA                                                           M Lawler                      
IHS                                                               T Brown                                                   
ODPHP                     K McMurry                                                   
USDA                                                          M Kretsch                D Klurfeld                                         
DOD                            K Friedl      
OPHS                                               M Terpeluk 
 
DNRC:  R Fisher, W Johnson-Taylor, J Krebs-Smith, C McDade-Ngutter, K Regan, L Somuah 
 
Guests:   K Camp (Walter Reed Army Medical Center), T Collins (NCI), P Cotton (NINR), C Davis (NCI),  W 
Kessel (ODPHP), A Ershow (NHLBI), S Gerrior (USDA, CRSEES), Y Kim (NCI), M McDowell (CDC, NCHS), 
H McPeak (ODPHP), M Mitler (NINDS), S Murphy (ODPHP), R Troiano (NCI), D Vafiadis (USDA, CNPP),  S 
Welsh (USDA, CRSEES), and S Zeisel (UNC, Chapel Hill) 
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