
Consumer Operated and Oriented Plan (CO-OP) Program 
Advisory Board 

January 13, 2011 
Agenda 

 
1. Convening of meeting and roll call   8:00AM (EST) 
 
2. Introduction of  members of the Advisory Board   8:05AM  

 
3. Welcoming remarks by Jay Angoff, Director, Office of Consumer Information and Insurance 

Oversight   8:20AM 
 

4. Overview of Section 1322 of the Affordable Care Act   8:25AM 
 

5. Consumer Operated and Oriented Plans:  Concept and Feasibility   8:30AM- 9:30AM    
 

o Sara Collins, Vice President for Affordable Health Insurance, Commonwealth Fund  
o Paul Hazen, President & CEO, National Cooperative Business Association  
o John Bertko, Senior Fellow at the LMI Center for Health Reform, Adjunct Staff at 

RAND, Visiting Scholar at the Brookings Institution, Visiting Scholar at the Center for 
Health Policy at Stanford and the retired Chief Actuary of Humana 

o Jay Ripps, Chief Health Actuary, Department of Insurance, State of California  
 

6.  The Role of the Consumer in Consumer Operated and Oriented Plans (CO-OPs)   9:30AM- 
10:15AM 
 

o Elizabeth Abbott, Director of Administrative Advocacy , Health Access California  
o Sabrina Corlette, Research Professor, Health Policy Institute, Georgetown University  
 

 B R E A K – 15 minutes 

 
7.    Starting-up New Nonprofit Health Plans   10:30AM- 11:30AM 

 
o Cindy Palmer, CEO, Colorado Choice Health Plans, San Luis Valley, Colorado  
o Mark Reynolds, CEO, Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island  
o Mary Dewane, former CEO, CalOptima  
o Amit Bouri, Director of Strategy and Development, Global Impact Investment      

Network  
 
 



 
8. Elements of Success:  Perspectives of Member-Run Nonprofit Health Plans   11:30AM- 12:30PM 

 
o Peter Farrow, CEO and General Manager, Group Health Cooperative of Eau Claire, 

Wisconsin 
o Andrea M. Walsh, Executive Vice President and Chief Marketing Officer, 

HealthPartners of Minneapolis 
o Diana Birkett Rakow, Executive Director of Public Policy, Group Health Cooperative  

L U N C H – 1 hour 15 minutes 

 
9. New Nonprofit Health Insurers:  Perspectives from State Regulators   1:45PM- 2:30PM 

 
o Sandy Praeger, Commissioner of Insurance, State of Kansas 
o Cindy Ehnes, Director, Department of Managed Health Care, State of California 
o Mike Kreidler, Commissioner of Insurance, State of Washington  
 

B R E A K – 15 minutes 

10. Questions and comments from the audience   2:45PM- 3:45PM  
 
11. Committee discussion   3:45PM- 5:00PM 

 
 

 


