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Legislative Mandate

Section 2353(c)(1) of the Public Health Service Act provides that the Director of the Office of AIDS Research 
(OAR) “shall plan, coordinate and evaluate research and other activities conducted or supported” by the NIH. 
The Director of OAR “shall act as the primary Federal official with responsibility for overseeing all AIDS research 
conducted or supported by the National Institutes of Health” and “shall establish a comprehensive plan for the 
conduct and support of all AIDS activities of t he agencies of the National Institutes of Health…; ensure that the 
Plan establishes priorities among the AIDS activities that such agencies are authorized to carry out; ensure that 
the Plan establishes objectives regarding such activities…; and ensure that the Plan serves as a broad, binding 
statement of policies regarding AIDS activities of the agencies, but does not remove the responsibility of the 
heads of the agencies for the approval of specific programs or projects, or for other details of the daily admin-
istration of such activities, in accordance with the Plan.” The law further provides that “the Director of the OAR 
shall ensure that the Plan provides for basic research; provides for applied research; provides for research that 
is supported and conducted by the agencies; provides for proposals developed pursuant to solicitations by the 
agencies and for proposals developed independently of such solicitations; and provides for behavioral research 
and social science research.”
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