
 
 

JOINT BIOETHICS COLLOQUIUM 
SPRING, 2008 

 
PATERNALISM 

 
February 12, 2008 Alan Wertheimer, PhD   at GU 
   University of Vermont/NIH 

Introduction 
 
Readings: Arneson, RJ. Joel Feinberg and the Justification of Hard 

Paternalism. Legal Theory 2005; 11:259-284. 
 

Dworkin, G. Paternalism in the Stanford Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy 2002, rev 2005. 
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/paternalism 

 
 Dworkin, G. Paternalism, Chapter 2 pp 34 in Paternalism, R 

Sartorius, ed. (Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 
1983). 

 
   

 
February 26, 2008 Thomas Schelling, PhD   at NIH 
   University of Maryland 
    
Readings: Schelling, T C. Choosing Our Children’s Genes, Chapter 6, pp   

193-210 in Micromotives and Macrobehavior by Thomas 
Schelling (New York: WW Norton, 1978).  

 
March 18, 2008 George Loewenstein, PhD   at GWU 
   Carnegie Mellon University 
    
 
Readings:  Loewenstein G, Brennan T, Volpp K. Asymmetric Paternalism to  
   Improve Health Behaviors. JAMA 2007; 298(20):2415-2417. 
 
   Loewenstein G, Haisley E, Carnegie Mellon University. The  

Economist as Therapist: Methodological Ramifications of “Light” 
Paternalsim. To appear in A Caplin and A. Schotter (Eds), 
Persepctives on the Future of Economics: Positive and Normative 
Foundations, Vol. 1 in the Handbook of Economic Methodologies, 
(Oxford, England: Oxford University Press, IN PRESS). 
 



Volpp K, Loewenstein G, Troxel A, Doshi J, Price M, Laskin M, 
Kimmel S. A test of financial incentives to improve warfarin 
adherence. Center for Behavioral Decision Research, Carnegie 
Mellon University. Manuscript in development. **NOT FOR 
DUPLICATION, DISTRIBUTION OR CITATION.   
 

April 15, 2008 Douglas Husak, PhD, JD  at GU 
    Rutgers University 
    
  
Readings: Husak, D. Recreational Drugs and Paternalism. Law & Philosophy 

1989; 8:353-381. 
 
 Husak, D. Legal Paternalism, pp 387-412 in the Oxford Handbook 

of Practical Ethics (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003). 
 
 Husak, D. Paternalism and Consent. Manuscript in progress. 

**NOT FOR DUPLICATION, DISTRIBUTION OR CITATION. 
 
 Husak, D. Recreational Drugs and Paternalism. Law and 

Philosophy 1989; 8:353-381. 
 
 Husak, D. Legal Paternalism. Chapter 15 in  
 
May 19, 2008 Seana Shiffrin     at NIH  
Monday UCLA Law School  
 
 
Readings: Shiffrin, S. Paternalism, Unconscionability Doctrine, and 

Accommodation. Philosophy & Public Affairs 2000; 29(3):205-
250. 


