
EXPLORATORY GRANT AWARD TO PROMOTE WORKFORCE 
DIVERSITY IN BASIC CANCER RESEARCH (R21)

Overview

This Funding Opportunity Announcement 
(FOA) invites applications from investigators 
from diverse populations with interest 
in research projects focused on the basic 
biology of  cancer.. This FOA is also designed 
to improve the diversity of  the research 
workforce by supporting and recruiting 
eligible investigators from groups that have 
been shown to be underrepresented. 

Mechanisms of  Support/Awards

The R21 award mechanism will be supported 
by this funding opportunity. The total project 
period for applications using the R21 award 
mechanism may not exceed 2 years; direct 
costs are limited to $275,000 over a two-year 
period, with no more than $200,000 in direct 
costs allowed in any single year. Exploratory/
developmental grant support is for new 
projects only; competing renewal (formerly 
competing continuation) applications will not 
be accepted.

Research Objectives

Research applications should focus on basic 
cancer research and cancer health disparities, 
consistent with the research interests of  
both the Division of  Cancer Biology (DCB), 
and the Center to Reduce Cancer Health 
Disparities (CRCHD). 

AT A GLANCE

Submission Deadlines:  
November 20, 2014

Eligibility:  
Investigators from diverse backgrounds

Award Budget:  
$275,000 direct costs for up to 2 years;  
no more than $200,000 in any given year

For the full text of  this PAR, visit:
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-12-094.html (R21)

The R21 mechanism is intended to encourage 
new exploratory and developmental 
research projects. These studies may 
involve considerable risk but may lead to a 
breakthrough in a particular area, or to the 
development of  novel techniques, agents, 
methodologies, models, or applications that 
could have a major impact on a field of  
biomedical, behavioral, or clinical research. 
Research topics may include, but are not 
limited to, the following examples:

• Cell transformation, proliferation or 
inhibition of  cell death; 

• DNA damage/repair, and related 
molecular, cytogenetic, epigenetic, and 
chromosomal effects;

• Biological and chemical carcinogens 
and their properties, mechanisms of  
oncogenesis and carcinogenesis; and

• Immune response to tumors, and 
hematopoietic differentiation.

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-09-162.html


Center to Reduce 
Cancer Health Disparities   
6116 Executive Blvd
Suite 602
Rockville, MD 20852
Phone: 301-496-8589
Fax: 301-435-9225
CRCHD.CANCER.GOV

Eligibility Requirements

Any individual(s) from diverse populations  
that have been shown to be underrepresented 
in biomedical, behavioral, clinical, and/or social 
sciences. Such candidates include individuals 
from underrepresented racial and ethnic groups 
as well as individuals with disabilities with the 
skills, knowledge, and resources necessary to 
carry out the proposed research.

Review

Applications will be evaluated for 
completeness by the Center for Scientific 
Review Group, NIH. Reviewers will provide 
an overall impact/priority score to reflect their 
assessment of  the likelihood for the candidate 
to maintain a strong research program, in 
consideration of  the five core review criteria, 
and additional review criteria. An application 
does not need to be strong in all categories to 
have a major impact. Review assignments will 
be shown in the eRA Commons.

Further Assistance

Grants.gov Customer Support
Phone: (800) 518-4726
Email: support@grants.gov

Grants Info
Telephone: (301) 435-0714
Email: grantsInfo@od.nih.gov

eRA Commons Help Desk
Phone: (301) 402-7469 or (866) 504-9552
Email: commons@od.nih.gov

Grant Writing Tip Sheets
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/grant_tips.htm

Inquiries

Center to Reduce Cancer  
Health Disparities
Anil Wali, Ph.D.
Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities 
National Cancer Institute 
6116 Executive Boulevard, Suite 602
Rockville, MD 20852-8341
Telephone: (301) 594-1628
Fax: (301) 435-9225
E-mail: walia@mail.nih.gov 

Division of  Cancer Biology
Susan A. McCarthy, Ph.D.
Division of  Cancer Biology 
National Cancer Institute 
Executive Plaza North, Room 5058
6130 Executive Boulevard
Rockville MD 20852-1360
Telephone: (301) 496-7815 or (301) 594-8785
Fax:  (301) 480-2844
Email: mccarths@mail.nih.gov  

Financial/Grants Management 
Crystal Wolfrey
Office of  Grants Administration
National Cancer Institute
6120 Executive Boulevard, EPS Suite 243, 
MSC 7150
Bethesda, MD 20892
Telephone: (301) 496-8634
Fax: (301) 496-8601
Email: wolfreyc@mail.nih.gov
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device to go to 
CRCHD’s home page 
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