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INTRODUCTION

This brief provides information about the field or
major of bachelor’s degrees, earnings, and selected
employment characteristics for the population aged

25 and over with a bachelor’s degree or higher. Data
on field of bachelor’s degree was first collected in

the American Community Survey (ACS) in 2009.
Respondents who reported that their highest degree
completed was a bachelor’s degree, master’s degree,
professional degree, or doctorate degree were asked to
write in the specific major(s) of their bachelor’s degree.
Respondents with more than one bachelor’s degree, or
with more than one major field, were allowed to report
multiple fields of degree. This brief examines only the
first field of degree reported. Identification of the field
of degree was collected only for the bachelor’s degree.

GENERAL FINDINGS

Detailed Field of Degree and Work Status

There were 59 million people 25 years and older

who held a bachelor’s degree or higher in 2011

(Table 1). Business continued to be a popular major,
with 12 million people who majored in this field. Peo-
ple who majored in business were also among those
who were most likely to be employed full-time, year-
round (64.1 percent). Education was the second most
popular major at 8 million, but education majors were
the least likely to be employed full-time, year-round
(41.0 percent).!

! Full-time, year-round is defined as working 50 to 52 weeks per
year and 35 hours or more per week. Therefore, teachers who did not
work during the summer months would not be considered full-time,
year-round.
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In addition to business, people who majored in a
science and engineering field also tended to have high
percentages who were employed full-time, year-round.
People who majored in computers, mathematics, and
statistics, or majored in engineering were the most
likely to report working full-time, year-round and
among the least likely to report that they did not work
at all.2 In contrast, most fields that were classified as
arts, humanities, or other had lower rates of full-time,
year-round employment. Less than half of those who
majored in literature and languages (46.0 percent)

or visual and performing arts (48.3 percent) were
employed full-time, year-round.

Detailed Field of Degree, Earnings, and Class
of Worker

Table 1 also shows that median annual earnings varied
by field of degree and class of worker for those who
were employed full-time, year-round. Class of worker is
defined according to the type of employment organiza-
tion of the respondent or whether the respondent was
self-employed. Private sector includes both private
for-profit and private not-for-profit employment. Gov-
ernment includes local, state, and federal government
employment. Self-employed is defined as employment
in one’s own business, professional practice, or farm.

2 The percentage of people who majored in computers, mathemat-
ics, and statistics and were employed full-time, year-round was statisti-
cally different from the percentage of people who majored in engineer-
ing and were employed full-time, year-round. The percentage of people
who majored in computers, mathematics, and statistics and did not
work at all was not statistically different from the percentage of people
who majored in multidisciplinary studies and did not work at all. The
percentage of people who majored in engineering and did not work at
all was not statistically different from those who majored in social sci-
ences or visual and performing arts and did not work at all.

CUnited States”

ensus

casssssssss» Bureau




‘Rening Ayunwiwod ueduBWY | L0Z ‘Neaing snsua) ‘SN :82IN0S
"1odai s1y} Jo pua 8y} je | a|qel xipuaddy aas ‘e|qe} SIU} 1o} Jouid Jo sulbiew 8y} INOge UOIBWIOoJUl 810W J0H 810N

'019Z ueyY} J8yealf sBujuies yym asoy) 1o} paleinojes aiem sBujuies UeIpa .

"s1oxiom Ajiwey predun aiem 1o pakojdwiaun aiem oym SOy} 9pNjOUl J0U SBOP UOHNQLISIP SIY] ;

‘spuesnoy} ul siequiny

6LL°LS |19 G80°LS |9'8¢ G/9°0S |€'SS ¥€S'9Y | 96129 | 06¥'2S |68t 8'Ie ¥'65 [ J8yl0
88l'eS |[.8 29G'6S |GGl PPL'9S | 6'GL L¥'1S | 0€9°L9 | 6S8'SS | 9'GH 0've 509 IGl'g [y suopedlunwiwo)
vve'er | L€t 8€.2S |99l cer'0s |69 0/9'9v | Ll6'€S |¥8¥'0S |6°02 8'0¢ €8y vve'e sue Bujwiopad pue [ensip
18v'c9 |90l S9LLl9  |Sve €709 |69 87S'LS | 16L'29 | 19L'8S |9 ¥'ee 0'cs 866’z | Aioysiy pue spe |eiaqn
98695 |€6 9/6'85 |0'/e /88'85 | .'€9 920'¥S | ¥¥0°Z9 |9198S |9'/2 ¥°92 09t €09'c | sebenfue| pue ainjels)]
:J8Y}0 pue ‘sapiuewny ‘suy
890¢r |€'S Lw12S | 8'9S cSv'Ly  |68¢E €50'6Y | 6.2°.S |206'0S |6°€E L'Ge 0}y 2ro’'s ‘uonedsnp3
65129 |20l 06%'19 | 6°€L Gov'89 | 6°GL 2SL'9S  |0€L'9L [S09'99 |98l AN L9 LE0°CL | ssauisng
¥¥8'0L |89 /S2'v9 | v'8l 665°0L [8VL 192°G9 | 8L18L |S19'69 |0°02 0've 199 €oe's | spiay pajejai-buiesuibus pue sousidS
1GL'GS |99 918'eS | .82 €€'2S | L¥9 6S6°LG | 988°0L |¥0L'SS | 9L 192 ¥'99 1927457 salpnis Aseulidiosipiiniy
8/1°1L L'L 116'€8 9'¢Cl 88Y'v6 9'8L VLL'LL v1LL'€6 LL9L6 ¢'le cvi L'¥9 geSYy | Buussuibuz
LLY'SL | VLL /88'G9 | 6'Ge 0/6'0L |129 0/£2S |925'08 |l6L'0L |V'le 9'te 048 665y ' 'S8ouLIos [e100g
/9519 |98 cL0'.S |8'8cC €€5'eS | 129 088°'0S |8L6'99 |60G'GS |02 YA L'€S A5 R ABojoyohsd
16916 |0l 12029 |¥'le 01628 |€89 €9€'19 | 8¥9°06 |.E0'08 |V've €8l v'/S e6e0c | S90UBI0S paje|al pue [edlsAyd
Y¥.'G8 L'yl 61219 c'ec 19€°LL 1’29 91965 YAZAIVA G20'0L S/ glec €19 AKX S S$80UBI0S
|ejuswuOIAUS pue ‘[einynolIbe ‘[eoibojolg
829 |€'g ¥¥e'29 |89l ¥€L'28 |6'LL €€S'/9 |/0L¥8 |08L°08 |G9l 691 999 LSv'e " " "SOlISIIE}S puE ‘soljewsyjew ‘sieindwo)
:Bunieauibus pue 8ousiog
€8229 |06 626'6S | 9'€C SelL'z9 |v'L9 96L'vS | VL6'GL |96EV9 | L'2e G'Ie G99 [:7: 36 [ T I -3 [T
csbuluiea|jusoled |csbuluiea|iusoled |cSBuluies|jusoiad |uswopy |usiy |elol Hiom punoi punou Jlelol
uelpa\ ueIpaN ueIpaN ouplq |-1eek -1eak
‘awi-|In} | ‘awin-|nd
ueyy
pefojdwa-jjes JUBWIUIBA0Y) 10109S 9)eAlld sso pieiH
(sJejjop) siexiom punoi-resah vhw%_._w%mw >wwwu_ho.\“\_, ny (yusouad)
‘awi}-||ny 1o} sBuluses pue ;iexiom Jo sse|) 10} SBUILIES UBIDB snyejs YoM

MMM/SOD/A0D SNSUDI' MMM 33S ‘Suoniuyap pue Jousd buiidwesuou 40443 buldwes ‘uoi1dalosd AM|eIIUSPYUOD UO UOIBeLWIOJUl 104
Y

1102 :I9AQ pue saed) Sz uonejndod

31 10j sdnsLdldeIeY) Judwiojdury pa1d’d[as pue sSuruie] [enuuy URIPIW Aq 93183 S.10[3Ydeg Jo p[31] pa[rerxa

"1 9lqelL

U.S. Census Bureau



Figure 1.

Median Annual Earnings by Field of
Bachelor’s Degree by Class of Worker

and Educational Attainment: 2011
(Population 25 years and over, full-time workers. For information
on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error,
and definitions, see www.census.gov/acs/www)
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Note: For more information about the margins of error for this figure, see Appendix Table 2 at the end of this report.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011 American Community Survey.

People who majored in engineer-
ing had the highest earnings at
$92,000 per year. They were also
the most likely to be employed in
the private sector (78.6 percent).
Majors with the lowest overall
median annual earnings, about
$55,000 or less per year, included
such fields as visual and perform-
ing arts, communications, educa-
tion, and psychology.?

The fields of degree associated
with the highest median earnings
for women were the same as those
for men, with median earnings of

3 The median earnings for communication
majors were not statistically different than
the median earnings for psychology majors
or multidisciplinary majors. Also, the median
earnings of those who majored in psychology
were not statistically different than those who
majored in multidisciplinary studies.

engineering majors being highest
for both. However, women earned
less than men for every field

of degree.

Earnings tended to be higher for
all fields of degree among those
who worked in the private sector
compared with earnings of those
who worked in government.* One
exception was earnings for those
who majored in education. Full-
time, year-round government work-
ers who held bachelor’s degrees in
this field earned $52,000 per year,
compared with $47,000 per year
among those who worked in the

4 Median earnings for private sector
workers compared with government workers
were not statistically different for those who
majored in multidisciplinary studies, literature
and languages, and communications.

private sector. Education majors
were also the most likely to work in
government of all fields of degree.
More than half of all people who
majored in education (55.8 percent)
were government employees. This
is not surprising given that public
school teachers are classified as
government employees.

Broad Field of Degree,
Earnings, and Self-Employment

Figure 1 highlights differences in
earnings by broad field of degree
for wage and salary workers versus
people who were self-employed.

It also shows differences for these
two groups between those whose
highest degree was a bachelor’s
degree and those who went on to
earn an advanced degree, such as

U.S. Census Bureau



What Is the American Community Survey?

The American Community Survey (ACS) is a nationwide survey designed
to provide communities with reliable and timely demographic, social,
economic, and housing data for the nation, states, congressional dis-
tricts, counties, places, and other localities every year. It has an annual
sample size of about 3.3 million addresses across the United States and
Puerto Rico and includes both housing units and group quarters (e.g.,
nursing facilities and prisons). The ACS is conducted in every county
throughout the nation, and every municipio in Puerto Rico, where it

is called the Puerto Rico Community Survey. Beginning in 2006, ACS
data for 2005 were released for geographic areas with populations of
65,000 and greater. For information on the ACS sample design and
other topics, visit <www.census.gov/acs/www>.

a master’s, professional, or doctor-
ate degree.’ Earnings are shown for
full-time, year-round workers aged
25 and over.

Among those whose highest degree
was a bachelor’s, wage and sal-
ary workers consistently earned
more than those who were self-
employed. This difference was
most apparent among those who
majored in science and engi-
neering, where wage and salary
workers earned $66,000 per year
compared with $52,000 for self-
employed workers.

Higher earnings for wage and sal-
ary workers were not always the

5 It is important to note that Figure 1
shows only the field of bachelor’s degree. A
respondent who went on to earn a master’s,
professional, or doctorate degree may not
have earned their advanced degree in the
same field shown in the figure.

case among those with advanced
degrees. Self-employed people who
majored in arts, humanities, and
other fields earned $72,000 per
year, compared with $65,000 per
year for those who were wage and
salary workers. For self-employed
people who majored in science and
engineering and held an advanced
degree, the median annual earn-
ings were about $100,000 per year.
The earnings for self-employed
people who majored in science

and engineering-related fields and
held advanced degrees were not far
behind, at $96,000 per year.

SOURCE AND ACCURACY

The data presented in this report
are based on the ACS sample
interviewed in 2011. The estimates
based on this sample approximate

the actual values and represent

the entire household and group
quarters population. Sampling
error is the difference between an
estimate based in a sample and the
corresponding value that would be
obtained if the estimate were based
on the entire population (as from

a census). Measures of the sam-
pling errors are provided in the
form of margins of error for all
estimates included in this report.
All comparative statements in this
report have undergone statisti-

cal testing, and comparisons are
significant at the 90 percent level
unless otherwise noted. In addition
to sampling error, nonsampling
error may be introduced during
any of the operations used to col-
lect and process survey data such
as editing, reviewing, or keying
data from questionnaires. For
more information on sampling and
estimation methods, confidential-
ity protection, and sampling and
nonsampling errors, please see the
2011 ACS Accuracy of the Data
document located at <www.census
.gov/acs/www/Downloads
/data_documentation/Accuracy
/ACS_Accuracy_of_Data_2011.pdf>.

U.S. Census Bureau
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Appendix Table 2.

Margins of Error! for Figure 1: Median Annual Earnings by Field of Bachelor’s Degree by
Educational Attainment and Class of Worker: 2011
(For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/acs/www)

Broad field

Median earnings? for full-time, year-round workers (dollars)

Highest degree is bachelor's degree

Highest degree is advanced?® degree

Science and engineering. ... ........ . ...
Science and engineering-related fields . . ... ...
Business ............. .
Education. ......... .. ... .
Arts, humanities, andother. . ...............

Self-employed Wage and salary
478 304

4,790 753

635 210

3,676 368

1,277 181

Self-employed Wage and salary
648 778

8,692 455

2,388 1,128

2,073 579

1,759 612

" The margin of error can be interpreted roughly as providing a 90 percent probability that the interval defined by the estimate minus the margin of error and the
estimate plus the margin of error (the lower and upper confidence bounds) contains the true value.

2 Median earnings are calculated for those with earnings greater than zero.

3 Advanced degrees refer to a master’s, professional, or doctorate degree.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011 American Community Survey.

U.S. Census Bureau
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